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cos cos
tg tan
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rot curl
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“ ..Tv o types of transmission were tested : Zener maps and pict ures of

random objects... During the seances Nikolayev rather clearly

received the i.age of dumb— bells and a screwdriver... A gr eat deal of

assocative interference was inter m ingled with the reception of the

other images. However, the experimenters consider it possible to

reduce these interferences in the future by considering the first

test....”

“ Moscow - Nov osib irsk Thought Transmission. ”

Ne wspaper of 7 July 1966.

“ Science is •ainly interested in reproducible phenomena. Phe no mena

for which there exists a set of conditions such that if all the

conditions in this set are reproduced, the phenomenon must  (or with a

high probability) also be reproduced.

...Since the purpose of tests is to evaluate certain theories ,

it is completely unacceptable to sort the results int o those which

will be taken into consideration and those which for some reasons

(“ they got tired ” ) Will not be consider ed... Th. rules of the game

must be agreed upo n be fore the tests and all th. results obtained in

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
* _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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accordance with these rules must be considered.”

N. Bongard and N. Smirnov . “Telepathic Experiment:

Necessary Requirements.” “Nauka i zhixn ’,” 1967,

No. 12.

Prom the minutes of the Commission of the Phys ics Society of the

Saint Petersburg University created to ex a• ine mediumistic pheno me na

at the suggestion of D. I. Nendele yev . Session of 11 Nove m ber 1875 .

“...This tim e &ksakov suggested studying the movement of a table, not

phenomena in front of a curtain , like the last time. Messrs. Borgma n ,

Bulyg in, Gezek hus , Yelenev and , for half of the sessions , Butl erov

sat at th. table , besides th e med iums; the seance lasted for around

an hour , part with music and part without it; at first wit h the light

of one candle , and then in darkness. The table did not move...”

The second seance.., lasted around an hour. According to A ksakov’s

r. ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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statement, the table moved slightly during this session, then drops

of liquid began to appear on Borqman ’s hands, the table and the

blotting paper. According to the Petti boy ’s statement, this type of
phenomenon is mediumistic and is not produced by the medium himself .

The members of the commision who sat at the table insist that the

drops of liquid which appeared caused the same reaction on chemically

treated blotting paper as that obtained by directly wetting the paper

wi th the med ium ’s sputum. The drop did not appear when the medium ’s

mouth was bound with a hand kerchief...”
The fo l lowing  commission members and wi tnesses  signed :

Aksakov and Butlerov. The latter added his own special statement :

“I consider it necessary to point out that it was not verified that

tLe reaction from the medium ’s sputum was identical to the drops

which appeared, an d it seems to me that the stateme nts of the

commission membe rs who sat at the table are rather prematu re.”

A. Butlato,.

“...It should be pointed out that even very great expertise in a

particular field of science (zoology, medicine, radio engineering,

-

- - 
, , ,

~~~~~~~
, .  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ —~~~~~~~~~~ — 
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etc.) often does not prevent an individua l fro m making basic error s

in sett ing up or ver i f y i n g telepa thy tests.”

N. Bondar and N. S.irnov. “Telepathic Experiment:

Necessary Requirements.” “Nauka i zhizn ’,” 1967,

No. 12

Remark  mad e by D. I. Nendeleyev:

“ ...t n order to ana lyze  the phenomenon it is f irs t necessa ry to be

certa in whet her the drops are the same as the sputum or different

f rom it. The following method was se lected to do this. Human sputum

contains sulfurous cyanide (thiocyanate) salts. Their presen ce in the

smallest quantities is either detected by iron oxide salt solutions,

or else its interaction causes a new substance to form which is very 4
brightly colored in red light. If we vet ungu..ed paper (f ilter , j
bi ble) wit h an iron oxide salt sol ution, e.g., a solution of iron

chloride (irom 2,3—chloride or iron trichiorate FeCl1, whore Pe—56 is

L
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d issolved in wa ter) , the paper assum es a yel low color whic h is not

very noticeable in artificial light, but clearly visible in daylight.

Sputum lea ves a reddish or reddish—violet spot on this paper. This

paper also was used as the reagent (test) paper in the com mission’s

observations of the drops which appeared on the Petti boy. The drops

had the indicated sputum reaction each t i m e  they appeared...”

Chapter 6. “The Room Was Lit Up by a Match”

“These are the factors which cause another of the article’s authors

to consider it ver y un l ike ly  that tests al one will confirm the

existence of telepathy (as well as clairvoyance and telekinesis). One

must remem ber tha t  u p to now no cases in which the laws of phys ics

found when studying inanimate world did not turn out to be true for

living wor ld have been detect ed outside the field of parapsychology. ”

N. Bond~~r and N. Sairnov . “ Telepathic Experiment: ”

Necessar y Requireme nts. ” “ Nauka i zbiza’,” 1967,

No. 12.

t _
L~~L - -~~ -~~-
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From the minutes of the same session:

“...At Mr. Aksakov ’s suggestion, the seance was begun at 0945 hours

in a dark room , with both of t~ e mediums sitting in front of a

curtain tacked to the floor and edges of a niche. This curtain ... was
...ripped along one sea. from the bottom to a height of 164

centimeters, then tacked together along the ripped seam. Like in the

previous session, a small bell was placed behind the curtain. The

curtain and the position of the bell were examined by the co•mission

me mbers be fore the session. The mediums were seated on chairs

immed iately in f ron t of an d facin g the cur tain an d were comp letely

free. The attendees who participated in the seance sat in a

semicircle around two and one half seters away... At the request of

the med ium s, the light was dimmed as much as possible, so the

comm ission members could not distinguish the mediums sitting in front

of them. Therefore , it was suggested that the mediums cover their

heads w ith whi te han d kerchiefs, wh ich they did... Palling into a

so—called trance, the younger medius sang loudly with the •usic and

ma de a snappin g noi se, apparen tly with his fingers. Severa l times the

att.ndees reported tha t they heard a noise which sounded like paper 4

~~~~~~~~~ ~~~
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rustling. When attention was brought to this, the elder medium , who

was in a so—called trance during the entire time, reported that this

rust ling is one of the mediumistic phenomena . Fifty minutes after the

seance began, the room was sudd enly il lum ina ted for all of two

seconds by a match lit by Mr. Nendeleyev, who had stood up. This made

Mr. A ksakov announce that “this is not good.” The mediums began to

loud ly voice their displeasure wi th the su dden i l lumina tion of the

room an d d eman ded to know w hy this was done , to which Mr. Nendeleyev

replied that it seemed to him that the elder medium had be en leaning

over. The mediums went on to state that the bell would ring in this

same seance if everyone promised not to suddenly light a match. This

promise was made. Five minutes later, the loud noise of a chair

moving was heard, imme d iately followed by a noise that sou nd ed like a

human bod y falling. The attendees at the seance noticed that the

white spot from the handkerchief on the head of the elder medium had

disappeared. The convulsive movements of the elder medium could be

heard on the floor close to a window in the corner, far  f rom the

curtain...

Immedia tely after the seance was over, the commissiom members

ezamimed the curtain and the posi tion of the smal l bell.

During this examination it was found that:

_ _ _ _
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1) a wide tear 83 centimeters long had formed 114 centimeters

fr om the floor at the place where the seam was tacked, i.e., just in

fron t of the pin which  marke d the en d of the seam which ha d been

made;

2) some of the stitches of the thre ads with which the curtain

was tacked had remained in place, whi le  others were foun d on the
floor;

3) the bell behind the curtain was found in the sa.e position as

before the seance.

Then Mr. Bor;aan immediately pointed out that some of the

stitches were on the lef t  cuff of the elder medium ’ s jacket. . .

Mr. Mendeleyev •ade the following statement: while sitting in

the semici rcle, he had first clearly distinguished the white

handkerchiefs on the m e d i u m s  in the norma l position, an d then he

seamed to see the position of the elder medium ’s handkerch ief change

considerably. Verifying this impression several times, be lit the

ma tch to make this out arid managed to obs erve that the eld er medium

was sitting bent over toward the curtain, turning his head bac k to

I the right.

I
__ 

_ _ _  

d
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...Nr. &ksakov stated that he was discontinuing the session with the

~etti med iums and announced his intention to search for a new

med i um .

A. N. Aksakov returned to England and found a real treasure

after a long search — the remarkable Ms. Klayyer, who even manage d to

convince the f amous  En glish physicist Wil l iam Crooks of her

astonishing mediumistic potentials.

“Tables move like dogs for her!” they said of Ms. Klayyer.

“... Since these documents contained no proof of the existence of

telepathy, the editor, wishing to avoid misinforming the readers,

will abstain from publishing the article “Parapsychology - the

Science of the Future” until such time as it is proven. It was

decided to conduct a control experiment.”

“The Telepathic Effect Was Not Detected.

Nosco w- Kerc h’ Control Test .” “L iterat urn aya
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gazet a,” 5 June 1968

Part Three

Chapter Seven. “Tables Move Like Dogs”

“...Some people think that telepathy does not and cannot exist , since

it contradicts the basic laws of physics. Others say that they

believe in telepa t hy,  and if it breaks the laws of physics, all the

better. Yet others feel that there is nothing surprising about

telepathy: there are biocurrents in the brain which genera te radio

waves, radio waves which are received by another brain .”

N. Nongard and N. Smirnov. “Telepathic Experiment:

Necessar y Regu irememts.” “Nauka i zhizn ’,” 1967,

No. 12

______________ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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Session of 11 January 1876

“At Mr. A ksakov ’ s suggest ion, the seance was begun at the tabl e at

eight o’clock... The part icipants we re seated around the table in the

following order: the medium (Ms. ~layyet) • to his left Messrs.

Nendeleyev , Borg man , Bulygin , Aksa kov , and Butlerov. The hands of all

the participants were placed on the table. Five minutes after the

seance began, m u f f l e d knocking was hear d, fir st f a int, then becoming

louder and louder. This was followed by the movement of the table,

the rotation and inclination of various parts of it. The knocking

alterna ted with the movemen t of the table, the knockin g bein g loud

an d clear at t imes, then very faint. Twenty—five minutes after the

seance began, as the table was rocking sharply from side to side, it

suddenly raised up ten centimeters and then fell down, as if d ropped ;

one of its legs broke as it fell...

At 08*5 hours we were sitti ng at the manometr ic table with one of the

_ _  _ _ _  ~~~~~
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medium ’s han ds on on e of the mov ing par ts of the table top and the

hands of the closest of the participants on the other. The members of

the commission sitting at the tab le had announced that dur ing the

test they would press down on the table top with their hands (A. N.

Eutlerov did not participate in the seance at the manometric table).

There was no knock ing and the table did not move. At the suggestion

of one of the members , Ms. Klayyer placed her hands on the immobile

part of the table top. But nothing happened in this case. The medium ,

Ms. f l ayyer , suggested replacing the individuals participating in the

seance with others. The seance was over at 0915 hours. The manometers

behind the manometr ic table were observed during the seance. The

move ment s of the fluids in the manomete rs corresponding to the

different sides of the table indicated approximately identical

pressures producel on both mobile parts of the table top in this

ca se.

The seance was repeated at a table with a square top. A. N.

Butlerov noted a page in the record book, placed a pencil in it, and

placed it on the floor under the table, expecting something to be

written on it. But the examinati on of~ the page showed that nothing 4
was wr itten on it. A small bell was s~ t on the ta ble, and a glass was

set under the table w ith a ring bestde it. Th. medium expected the

bell to ring and the ring to be placed in the glass. But neither

ha ppened . The seance •nded at hours.

— —  - - -— .—--—-- . 
~~~~~~~ .—
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Chapter Eight. “Then I Felt Sorry for Them...”

Prom D. I. Mendeleyev ’s special statement concerning the •inutes of

11 January 1876

“...When the table raised up and broke as it fell, I posi t ivel y an d

wit h complete certainty saw the thum b of the me d ium ’s right hand

under the edge of the table top. Turning my attention to the medium ’s

hand s, I noticed :onsiderable development of the musculature in her

thumbs . In v iew of these circumstances, I assume tha t t he events
I

observed in which the table raised up can be no more than the result

of the adroitness of Ms. Klayyer, and can in no way confirm the

presence of any special force other than muscular...

~During the seance at the manometric table, I sat closest to Ms.

klayyer and saw b.r dress move toward ons of the legs of the table.

Then, excising •yself , I quickly moved my leg to the spot to which

the dress had moved. There .y foot encountered that of Ms . Klayyer ,

L ~~~~~~~~~
~.
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who t hen quickly  move d her foot and dress away  fr om the leg of the

chair. Moreover , I noted that part of my hand touched (but did not

press do wn on) th a t part of the moving ta b le toç on which th e han d s

of the medium rested, and I clearl y fel t t he stron g pressure t he

medium exerted on the table top. Obviously, in my opinion, the medium

was trying to proceed with the manometric table in the same w ay as

she d id wi th or d i n a r y  tables, wishing to move it by the pressure of

her hands.

“...First we are standing up, listening to the witnesses, then

sitting at simple tables, listening to knockin g, etc., whi ch can be

produced by a particular adroitness. We were to see this and write it

down — but we were not in the least convinced of the existence of a

special force, ani it has become probable that the sad assumption

that the followers of spiritualis, came to their conclusions by

similar nonsense - the abstract, not experience — w a s  t r u e. Then I

felt sorry for them , for they are dealing in an area which is foreign

to scienc..~’

Chapter Nine. “Perhaps We Are Not Sitting in the Proper Order?...”

t _ 
_ _ _  _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

-.—
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“...According to the information of the Hydrometeorologica l Center,

the state of the Earth’ s magnetic field is normal, reported induct or

Tu. I. ~am ensk iy. (Yu. ~amenskiy requested the informat ion on the

state of the Earth’s magnetic field.)”

“Moscow-Kerch’ Control Test.” “Literaturnaya

Gazeta,” 5 June 1968

Session of 25 January 1876

“...Before the seance, the commission announced its wish to  have one
of its members sit apart from the other participants durin g the

sean ce in order to observe and recor d the events which too k pl ace

during it. The medium ’s spokesmen refused this, and sugges ted that

one of their own group sit apart from the rest and record the events.

The committee found it impossible to agree to this.

IAroun d 0900 h3urs we could hear what sounded like knocking on the

floor and the table began to rock slightly. At the medi um ’s
suggestion, the table was moved closer to the light so tha t it fell

—
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on the top and, at Mr. Aksakov ’s suggest ion, we d immed the light. The

movements of the tab le intensified. At 9:10 the table raised up a bit

and descended immediately, as if it had been dropped. Then no

movements of the table were observed for several minutes. Mr. Aksakov

asked the fol lowin g question in English: “Is it possible that we are

not sitting in the proper order?” Three knocks were heard , which , in

Mr. Aksakov’s voris, indicated a confirmative response. Thea, in the

very same manner,  i.e., with Mr. Aksakov asking questions in English

and answers given by knocks, the participants were informed that

Messrs. Nendeleyev and Vaqner should change places, which was done.

Soon after this the table began to oscillate again, and it raised up

again for one instant at 09 20 hours... ”

Prom Mendele yev ’s spec ial statement:

“While sitting next to Ms. Klayyer at the table dur ing the seance,

throughout this time I observed attempts on her part which were

identical to those which I described in the statement of 11 January.

...W hen Ms. Klayyer had me move sway from her (N. P. Vaguer sat

next to her in my place) and we we re sitting at A. I. A ksa kov ’a

— -‘.--.———I.——— - _____‘_
~~~~*.
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table, N. P. Bulygin sat to my right. Continuing to observe Ms.

Kl ay yer ’s legs fr3m here, I on ce saw her dress move towar d both of

the legs on her side of the table. Then I asked 9~~. Buly gin  to move

his foot to the left leg of the table next to the medium , wh ich was

the closest to him , and at the same time I moved my foot to the other

leg of the table nex t to the med ium, i.e., to the one closest to me.

My foot felt another foot at the table leg, namely, Ms. klayyer ’s

right foot. If we had then not been told to approach the table and

been a dvised not to look under the table, I think we might have

discovered how, af ter rocking the table, the me d ium placed its leg on

the previously prepared t ips of her feet and then dropped the

table... ”

Fr om the minu tes of the session:

“...It was proposed that we proceed to tests with the instruments

made by the co.mission: Mr. Akaakov refused this suggestion, saying

that instruments could only be used after man y seances. The seance

was over at 1030 hours. .4

p _  _ _— — —~~.~~~~~~~~~
——————.—
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Session of the Com m ission of 21 Ja n u a r y

“...Mr. Mendeleyev brought out the urgent need to immediately start

us ing precise methods for studying at least one selected phenomenon.

We could obtain unquestionable instrument readings by replacing the

usual method s of observing mediumistic phenomena with more precise

ones, replacing the sublective, always more or less dubiou s

testimonies of the attendees...

At present it is necessary for the commission members

participa t in g in t h e  seance to follow the hands, feet an d other par ts

of the bod y of the medium, her dress and movements. This complicates

the observat ion method and does not permit the investigation of the

conditio ns under which the phenomena occur. The instruments can free

the comm ission members from these inconvenient and unscien tific

approaches. It does the w itnesses themsel ves no good to arouse the

suspicions of the commission members, which is unavoidable during a

seance at a table, when observing voices, etc., for an investigation

of phenomena cannot be based on believing individuals. Dou bt is

L 

_ _

- —h--.-- -~ 

_ _ _ _
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man d itory here; oth erwise, the test conditions permit the possibility

of fraud. The witnesses who sympathized with the mediu m should have

been glad for the chance to remove the suspicion of tricks from these

phenomena; thu s, they should have jumped at the chance to use precise

measuring devices and leave the •ethods which are used for

mediumistic amusement in salons behind .

...The spokesmen expressed their fear that if the mediumistic

phenomena were not complete d with instruments, the commission would

make an overall denial of the very existence of these phenomena.

Therefore, they wi she d to make a prel im in a r y  partial test of the

comm ission ’s instruments. ”

Chapter Ten. “...See What the Crowd Sees... ”
A

Session of 8 March 1876

“...The followin; statements were read : N. P. Vagner (of 20 February,

appendix No. 20), A. M. Rutlerov (of Is March, appendix No. 22), and



V
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A. N. Aksakov (the same appendix , No. 21) , in which these individuals

refuse to participate in the commission ’s studies.

Prom A. M. Butlerov ’s statement

“...Based on the fact that “no mediumistic phenomena occurred” in

these cases, it was considered possible to deny their existence; the

witnesses found nothing which allowed them deny the positive — and

not isolated , but numerous — testimonies of people who had see n these

phenomena many tines and were convinced that they were see ing

correctly.

t’...Almost from the beginning, the commission had categorically

demanded the use of instruments. New conditions were imposed along

with the instruments, an d med iumis tic phenomena, always ca pricious

and sensitive to these conditions, migh t not occur in the ir

presence... If they occurred, they mi ght never theless f a i l  to be

verified if the instruments turned out to be unsatisfactory.

Fu rthermor e, the :ommission’s opinion on the ma tter was alread y

apparen t, to the point that the result cou ld not be doubted: if the

phenomenon did oc:ur, but was not verif ied by the instrume nt, the
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commission wou ld leny that it wa s real , w hile if no phen omenon

occurrei at all , the romu ission would repeat the verdict which we

already know from published materials...”’

Footnote: ‘Butlerov had the published lectures of D. I. Mendeleyev in

mi nd, in which he exposed spirit ualism and told a large audie nce

about the course of the Physics Society Com m ission ’s work even before

it had been completed. — Soviet Ed. End footnote

Fr om A. N. Aksakov ’s statement

“...I would like to explain how the commission went about the stud y

they have un der taken, where we are dealing with a medium in the

curren t sense of the word, i.e., a medium who is unprofess ional , with
a complete ly independent material and social status, an in di vi dual

who has decided to venture into this extremely unpopular arena with

his only reward being the scientific goal of the investigation .

had the hon or of presenting this mediu , to the commission in

the person of Ms. klayyer. From the very first session wit h her, the

—--  -
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mediumistic phenomena which are the characteristic trappings of her

med iumism, i.e., var iou s knockin g sounds, movemen ts an d ra isin g of a

table, were observed very markedly.

the statements wh ich have already been made, t w o  prof use

statements by Mr. Mendeleyev are the most visible. They were full of

un pr oven assertions to make everyone think that the phenomena

mentioned in the minutes were none other than the dubious results of

the movement of the medium ’s han ds an d feet, i.e., deception... Under

these conditions, I do not feel I have the right to furthe r subject

someone, espec ia l ly  a woman , to such unfounded reprimands , which m ust

be insulting to anyone who knows his rights.’

~t..Thousands of people claim that mediumistic phenomena exist ;

the d u ty  of the commis ion , if it were to take the social approach,

would be to go along with the crowd and, most of all, to see as the

crowd sees, and what the crowd sees, then to us. the appro priate

instrument s after this with knowledge about the other side of the

ma tter... Considering this deplorable state of affairs, a nega tive

result of the commission ’s tests with the instruments should be taken

as proof of the inadvisability of the imstrumemt , rather than proof

of the lack of existence of mediumistiac forces. Therefore, any

concession the individuals who insist on the reality of mediumistic

phenomena make in this regard can only compromise the situation.
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~
L...Ttj I e commission fails to see that mediu.ism obtains its

beginn in g, strength and support from family tests, agains t which

sermons of denial and deception are powerless. Questions which have

reached the level of social significance are not resolved by ignor ing

and denying them. Let those who do not believe find wisdom and

knowledge, but then , on the other han d, become convinced of th e

real ity of the facts gathered by their own senses and intellect.”

Prom A. P1. Eutlerov ’s statement

“...To accept this view of the matter would require the pr oponents of

mediumism to willingly give themselves up into the hands of their

enemies for  anni h ilation, dooming themselves to becoming

laughing—stocks to be ashamed of , as the example has alrea dy ~~~~~~~~

I
H.
k _______________________________ - -
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Th ~ ~ ~ ~ h’~- Last  . “T~ e~ w~ u 1d become

Prom the •inutes of the session of 8 March 1876

“After discussing what had been seen and learned, we decided to

discon t inue fu r ther studies an d meet on Thurs day, 11 March to draw up
our conclusions... ”

“A commission made up of the following individuals was created to
develop the test program and procedures, moni tor how it was
cond ucted, an d determine its results:

Turchin , V. P., Dr. Phys.—Mat. Sci. (chairman of the

commission), Institute of Applied Mathmat ics of the AS f Academy of
Sc iences J USSR.

Bonga rd, M. N., Cand. Phys. —N at. Sci., Institute of Problems of
Information Transm ission of the AS USSR.

( Dantu, D. S., writer.

4
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~oqan , I. N., Dr. Tech. Sci., MYTU (Moscow Higher Technical

School) imeni Bauman. Bioinformation Section of the Scientific

Research Society of Radio Engineering and Electrical Communication s

imeni Popov.

I~nzh inashvili, V. V., eng ineer, Psychophy s iology Laborator y.

Malk in, I.. N., mathemat ician, Computer Center of the Mosc ow

H State Pedagogical Institute.

M irza , D. G., Psychiatrist, Psychophysiology Laboratory.

Nitkin, 5. L , radio engineer, associate of “Literaturnaya

gazeta.”

Slav inskaya, N. A., Cand. Chem. Sci. , Phys ico—Chemica l Institute

imeni L. Ta. Karp v, Tech nical Parapsychology and Introsco py Section

of the All—Union Sc ientific—Tech nical Society imeni Vavilov.

Shirokov, P. V., Cand. Phys.— nst. Sci., Moscow Power Engineer ing

Institute...

In aGcordancs with the wish.s of Tn. I. Kamenskiy, pict ures of

1j-~ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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objects we re transmitted. The num ber of d i f f erent messa ges , the

method of transmission and reception of the telepathic sig nal , the

method of determ ining which of the pictures were transmitted and,

f i na l l y ,  the transmission and recept ion points mere also selected

with the concurrence of Tn. I. Ka.ensk iy an d ~~~. N. Nikolayev.

The procedure agreed upon by Tn. Eamenskiy and ~~. N. ~ikolayev

had ‘he following features:

1) the obje:ts to be trat~smitted are selected immedia tely before

transmission by drawing lots.

2) from the t ime  when the reception poin t was tak en an d it was

dec ided exactly wh ich pictures would be used in a particular sea nce,

all commun ication must be cut off between the tra nsmission and

recept ion groups;

• 3) the test is only considered to be successfful if the number

of the object indicated by the operators and percepient ma tche s the

number of the transmitted object...

I
1. Inductor Vu. I. ~a.enskiy had no complaints or request s for

— . ..T 
- . — 

~~~~ 
_ _
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the commiss ion 30 minutes after transmission began...

2. The lots were drawn at 1900 hours... Object $o. 30 was

transmitted to the inductor.

3. The transm ission of the first object began at 1915 hours

sharp...

...The table shows the results of the comparison of the minutes

of the Moscow and Kerch’ groups.”

• “No telepathic effect was detected. floscow-Kerch’

Control Test.” “Literaturnaya gazeta,” 5 June 1968.

• 4

Prom the Commission ’s dec ision to examine mediumistic phenomen a

published in the newspaper “Gob s” on 25 March 1876

“...Tn view of:

4 ‘—V’
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a) the rate at which interest in mediumistic phenomena began to

spread at the beginnl,g of 1875,

b) the superf icial attitude of many people to the mystic stud y

of the spirits, and

c) re proaches of science, which does not recognize spir itualism,
on the part of the individuals who have begun to spread th is

knowledge to us — in May I$75 the Physics Society formed a commission

to stud y spiritual phenomena. The purpose of this commission was to

remove the veil of secrecy from these phenom ena , to ver i fy  their

au thenticity an d to stud y the genuine  ones, if they exist, using

scientific methods.

As soon as it was set up, the comm ission a pproached the

individuals who were preaching spiritualism here, inviting the m to

prov ide information on genuine spiritual phenomena.

...?he commission fe lt that it had reached its goal, for it

turned out that not one of the phenomena produced by the most

powerful medium under the most favorable conditions possible could

prove the exist.nce of a special class of phenomena called spiritual.

I
...The ma jority of the individuals investigating spiritualism
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neither su pported the opinions of in divid u als who saw nothing

sc ien t i f i ca l ly  new in spiritual ism , nor were critica l of the object

of their bel iefs, nor did they desire to study mediumistic phenomena

by the ordinary scientific study methods. Furthermore, the

spiritualists are especially persistent about disseminatin g their

mystical views, wh ich they proclai m as new scientific truths. Many

people take these view s on f aith, basicall y because they fo l low

ancien t superstitions, which science and truth have been fighting for

a lon g time. The men of science who have been attracted by

spiritualism consi der them almost exclusively in the capacit y of

curious en terta inmen t lovers, not inquisitive individuals stud ying

natural phenomena.

...Studies of phenomena passed off as mediumistic have been

conducted with precaut ions which ma de it poss i ble to detect the

individuals’ participat ion in producing these phenomena. W hen the

logical beginnings of scientific research are observed, as was the

case in the observations of Guy—Lussac, Arago, Chevrolet , Farraday,

Tindal, Carpenter, etc., it turned out that the phenomena considered

to be mediumistic either resulted from in voluntary movements en5ui ng

from the natural peculiarities of th. organism, or the cunning and

decept ion of the individuals who called themselves mediums. This was •
41.

also true of observations the comm ission m ade of the three Engl ish

mediums pr.semt.4 to us by our spiritualist .. 

_ _ _  

_ _ _ _  
I-
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Based on all that had been learned and seen, the members of the

commissi on unanimousl y came to the following conclusion:

spiritualistic phenomena originate from unconscious movements or

conscious decept ion , and spiritualistic teaching is superstition...

Signe d by com m ission mem bers:

D. Robylev , Privat—Docent of physics at Petersburg University.

I. Bo rg man , Labora tory Assistan t of the Physics Ca binet of

Petersburg University.

N. Bulygin.

1. Ge zekhus, undergraduate in physics.

A. Telenev , Laboratory Assistant of the Chem istry Laboratory of

Petersburg University.

K. Krayevich, physics instructor at the miming institute and

engineer ing school.
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D. tachunov , physics instructor at the Petersburg Agr icultura l

Institute.

D. flendeleyev , Professor of chemistry at Petersburg Univecsity.

I. Petrov, Professor of m echanics.

F. Petrushevskiy, Professor of ph ysics at Petersburg University.

A. Kh molovskiy, physics instructor.

P. Pan—der-Plit, Privet—Docent of ph ysics at Petersburg

University.

21 March 1876

Prom the remarks a bout the publication of “The Effect of Telepathy

sas not Detected. Noscow—Kerch’ Control Test. ” •Literaturnaya

gauta,” No. 23, 5 June 1968

•...fhe question dates back to antiquity, thus it is completel y
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natura l  that  numerous  at tem pts at d iscovery are ma de in th e grou p of

doubters, as well a s freq uen t fantastic reports on telepathy, if only

of dubious reliability. These attempts should not be forbidden.

...Ve should clearly state to a wide circle of readers that

there are no cases in which the transmission of thoughts or pictures

over distances has been established with complete certainty. Reports

on telekinesis are even more fantastic...

Academicia n A. N. Kolmogorov”

“...Furthermore, it is extremely important to publish the

negative results of strict scientific tests conducted under

controlled cond itions.

... Ve will not give in to the fantasies which we would ha ve had

If the result had been positive... Taking the vise advice of Anatole

Prance, we are “ready to accept the supernatural, if it occurs.” But

the reliability of such a case must be impeccably proven and m ust

leave no room for doubt.

&cMe.iciaa Ye. I. Kr.ps,
1 **elat ~~.ber ef the is PUPI. I. I~trst yan.’
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Pig. 1. The magazine “Nalyar” printed detailed comments on everything

which took plac. at the the commission ’s sessions for investigating

mediumistic phenomena. “The drops of liquid which appeared had the

same reaction on chemically treated blotter paper as the d irect

moistening of the paper with the medium ’s sputum. When the med ium’s

sout h was bound with a handkerchie f, the drop did not appe ar...”
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rig. 2. Fifty minutes after the seance began, everyone was sur prised

by the sudden illu m ination of the room by a match lit by Mr .

Mendeleyev as he stood up... The med iums began to loudly voice their

displeasure. ”

- 
- — —

~~~~~~~
“ -— • -

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
— .  - - —

~~~~ ~~~~~~~
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rig. 3. Mr. Aksakov stated that he was discontinuing the session with

the Petti. mediums and announced his intention to search for a new

medium...”
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Pig. 4. At OASeS hours we were sitting at the manometric table...

there were no knocks or movements of the table...”

D. I. Mendelsyev invented the manometric table for the special

purpose of exposing spiritualists.. Any forces applied to the mobile

tops of the table were recorded by manometers. Both the force and

direction of the pressure on the table top were recorded.

The proponents of spiritualism did not find this device to their

liking.

I
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rig. S.

KEY: (1) T ransmitted. (2) Received. (3) Lead cable, tied in a knot —

so. 30. (4) Cooling radiator — No. 9. (5) Rubber (eraser) — No. 9.
(
~
) China dish - No. 32. (7) Model boat — No. 46. (8) Champagne cork

— No. 3. (9) Rectangular aluminum plate with holes — No. 37. (10)

Raif of saw blade — No. 11. (11) Jubilee ruble — No. 12. (12) Model
boat — No. 46. (13) Hatchet — 110. 13. (14) Wooden soldier — No. 26.
(13) Insole - so. 34. (16) Lead cable, tied in a knot — No. 30. (17)

Rail bearin g ~~~- No. 31. (18) Bottom of plastic ha.mer — ISo. 27.
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