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SUMJ4AE!

In this paper the author presents evidence from the Sovist,

Chinese, end Vestern press in an effort to show the relationship be-

tween Soviet êChjna Policy* and the cour se of Chinese politic s for

the per iod 1974—1977. He conclude a that~the Soviets were convinced

throughout the p.rio4,~that the problem of Mao ’ a succession could be

settled in favor of bpro_Soviet~ military and civilian leader s,, who

would restor, the strategic alignment of China with the Soviet Union.

Moreover , the Soviste continuously acted in word and deed to support

these ~healthy internationalist (i.e., pro— Soviet) forces,d vhich

indicates that Soviet ~China Policyá has been consistent over the

past three years, and suggest s that it has been baeed upon lone—

term strategic goals. The implication for the future is tha~~$ince

the accession of Uua Kt~ —feng has not permanently settled th.-~power -

C i

struggle among’ the Chinese 1eadèrahip,~i the Soviets will continue to

pur sue a cour se ~Z- actioii which exploits the unresolved Chinese po-

litical, situation in an attempt to *e-sist pro—Soviet leaders 4~ oem— ,‘

ing to power.
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F .

INTRL)DUCTION

The Soviets frequently comment upon Chinese politics and poll—

d e s  in the open press. We stern analy~ta of Soviet affairs have long

been preoccupied with the question of whether these public pronounce-

ments about Chinese event s are relevant to Soviet foreign policy and

strategy. In this connection, it is important first to determine

what Soviet line’ is expreesed in Soviet conm~entaries about China .

Next, it is neoes ry to determine to what extent Soviet press state—

ments reflect actual events in China. ‘inally , It is necessary to

determine whether there Is a relationship between Soviet words and

actions. This is important because , presumably, some combination

of word s and actions comprises Soviet foreign policy, and because

policy is governed by strategy.

Unfortunately, some Western analyst s have inadequately ex-

amined the relationship of Soviet press statements and foreign policy

actions to events within China , and as a re sult have drawn erroneous

conclusions about Soviet expectations with regard to Chinese politics

and policies. ~‘or exanple , in mid—1975 one well—known analyst pro-

vided the following characterization of the Soviet asee senent of the

Chinese succession problems

• . it s~p.ars that the Kremlin is no longer th1n~k4ij
that once Mao Tee—tung dies, healthy (i.e., pro—Soviet)
forci# idil reassert themselves in the Chinese Cc s.-

F nist Party and ari~~, mi sunderstanding s will be quiOkly
cleared amy , and a new end cooperative Sino—Sovist re-
lationship 411 be born. Indeed , Soviet coomentari..
eu~~est t~~.t the succession to Mao and Chou k—h i ii
a.U but_je ttled in favor of Mao’ a wif e. CM.n~ Ching,
and the extreme radicals in the narty. They go on ~Q

~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ _______________ - 
____



imply that if this Is correct , a period of renewed
turb ulence will occur in Sino— Soviet relation s—
although Sj.no_American relation s will al so suffer
a setba ck.

~ sore recent analysis provide d a similar esee senent of Soviet ex-

pectations with regard to the course of Chinese politicsz

The key question occupying Moscow. . . is not who will
rule or how but whether there will be any groups or
forces in post—Maoist Chin a which will favor improve-
ment of relation s with the Soviet Union. From the
Great Leap Forward to t~e Cultural Revolution to the
pr esent , Soviet progno ses have become increa singly
pessimistic about this pro spect. Until 1966, accord-
ing to Soviet analyses, the Chinese leadership was
divided between internationalist , i.e., pro-Soviet
forces , and nationalist s, and until 1971—72 it wa s
not unusual for a Soviet commentator to envi sage ef—
fort a on the par t of some elements contending to post—
Mao leader ship to strive actively for a rapprochement
with Mo pcov. ~t present Soviet description s divide
the Chinese into three groups~ the radical s, the
pra gmatiet a and the military. Whatever their dl!—
ferenc es, the se f!rou ns ar e said by Soviet sookeemep
to be united in their ho st ility to the Soviet Union.
What divides them is said to be mainly domestic is-
sues, or to a lesser extent , the question of relation s
with the United States. The Soviets in con seQuence
now seem to exclude an~ i.n~ ortant forc e or si~nif i—
cant movement fpvor&ble to rano rochenient with Mo
fo1lovin~ Mao either In the short or 1ons~er term .

In fact, an examination of Soviet statements and actions over

the past three years reveals that before the death of Mao (and even

after) the Soviets had ~~~ decided that the succession question was

‘all but settled,’ or that all groups struggling for power were ~znited

in hostility to the Soviet Union.’ On the contrary, the Soviets

eeem to have been convinced throughout the period that the waccee—

sion problem could be settled In favor of ‘healthy,’ pro—Soviet

forces in China. Moreover , the Soviets acted to eupport these

force s. The importanc e of thi e findi ng is that it suggests that
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Soviet ‘China policy has been consi etent , and that Soviet strategy

baa been a consistent guide to policy. Thi s is opposed to the for—

niulation s of the Western analysts quoted above , whose analyses eeem

to reflect the underlying assumption that Soviet policy has been

simply a reaction to events in China

Severa l, important assumptions guided me in my e~ai’ination of

the evidence. Fir st , a friendly China aligned with the USSR baa ,

for national security reasons , been a fundamental, long—term objec-

tive of Soviet strategy , and this ‘China strate gy’ has consistently

guided Soviet foreign policy. Second , an obligi ng political leader -.

ship in Peking is the key to a SIno—Soviet aU iarice. Third , the

struggle for per sona]. power and political pree minence among Chine se

leaders is an essential feature of Chinese politics. It is in the

context of the struggle for power that Soviet strategists must seek

opportunities to influence Chine se leaders towar d rapprochement.3

I began my research with the following hypothesee~ First, I

hypothesized that Soviet strategists understand Chinese polities --

particularly the struggle for power, and that thi s imder.t.pdit~g

~ou1d be reflected in Soviet action s and public prono unc ements.

Second , I hypothe si zed that beyond understanding Chinese politic s,

Soviet strategi st s wuld seek opportunities to influence the course

of Chinese politics and policy to the advantage of the USSR, par-

ticular ly to achieve rapprochement , by employing statement s and

actions which could be interpreted in China as support for pro-.

Soviet leaders seeking power.

3
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Many major Soviet newspape rs and j ournal s carry articles about

Chinese politics and policy. The most authorit ntlve articles , that

is , those articles which express the current line’ and which are

expected to be noticed at home and abroad , appear in such publication s

as Fr avad a (Tr uth ) , Izvesti ia ~~~~ and ~~~~uriist ~~~~~~~~~~ and

I concentrated my research on the past three year s of the se publi—

catio ris . In order to test my hypotheses, it was necessary as well

to use the We stern pres e and Chine se press translation s to examine

the Chine se dome stic situation and the international context in which

Soviet action s and et’~tements occurred . I also dre w upon the work of

several Western epocialists on Soviet and ~hinese affairs.

My research supported my hypotheses: The Soviets conveyed ,

by public statement and diplomatic and milita ry action , their under-

standing of the Chinese political situation from 1974—1977. More-

over , during thi s period of time the Soviets persi stently att empted

to influence the cour se of Chinese politic s through a consi stent pro-

gram of propaganda and action s directed against China. Specifically ,

the Soviets appear to have accurat ely assessed event s in China which

pointed to weakness in th~ political position of Mao Tee—tung and

his followers , and acted in word and deed to exploit that weakness.

Finally, the Soviets consistently implied their support for ‘healthy

forces’ in China —particularly among Chinese mil itary leaders and re-

habilitat ed civilian cadres. The remar kable consist ency of the

Soviet ‘line’ toward China supports the validity of the original as—

sunption that Soviet policy has been based upon a fundament al , long—

term ‘China strategy.’

4
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In presenting arid analyring the cvidcnr’e I have tried to show

what ‘line ’ was sugge sted 1 y sovic~t pr~ pr statements about China,

how thi s ‘line’ was related to ro~il events in h ina , and how what

the Soviets ~~~~ about Chins war related to other elements of fore i~n

policy— such as diplomatic and military rv ’t ions. In order to pro-

vide the rea der with a substantial bnsi~ for under standing event s in

Chinese politic s and Soviet ‘~hinn policy’ over the past three years ,

I have presented th ese events in t,he form of ‘case studiee’ for the

years 1974, 1975, and 197t’.

5
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1974

Soviet press reports of Chinese politi cal—military develop- .

meats of late 1973 and early 1974 contained two important ‘lines. ’

One was the implication that Mao’s political preeminence ~as slip-

ping . The other was the explicit claim that Mao faced organi sed

opposition—particularly from within the ~~1~ e~e People ’ s Liberation

*rmy (PtA).

On 3 January 1974, en article in Pravda, ba sed on foreign press

reports , stated that of the 13 regIona l military co nanders seven

had been replaced , and cited three of them by name.5 The Pr avda

article noted that this wan the gr eatest number of tran sfers sinc e

the massive purge in the PLA following defense minister tin Pimo’ s

removal, in September 1971,6 and ended with the observation that the

latest transfer of co anders was part of an intensifying power strugg le

‘among the various factions in the Chinese 1eadereh~p.’
7 The theme

:1 of faction al struggle was repeated just a few daya later when Pra vda

cited the Chinese press on the situation in China. The article was

notewort hy for several military—related themes. First, the article

stressed that the transfers were carried out at the ini i.iative of Mao

Tee—tung and his i~~ediate associates, includi ng Yeb Chieir-ying, Vice—

Chairman of the Military Affairs Comnittee of the Chinese C.o’ ’mi et

Party Central Comeittee (CCP Cc), ‘who nov hold de facto politioal,

admini strative , end military power in the country. ’8 Second , the

article noted the appearance in China of ‘pra gmatist s,’ who had

L -. ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ _____  _ .
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‘ideas of their own on how to run the country .’ Furthermore, the

rise of the ‘pragaatist s’ was associated with the accumulation of

discontent among Mao ’s opponents, who were present in the PU officer

corps. Proof of thi n , according to Pravda, wan to be found in a

Chinese press report of the work of the party committee of one of

Peking~ a garrison regiments ‘in the area of exposing the machinations
9

of Lin PIao’s adherents in the regiment.’ Finally, the article re-

peated the foreign analysis that the shifts in ’per&onnel were an a’ -

tempt to curtail the power of those officers who had become ‘auto-

cratic rulers’ in the provinces during and after the Great Prole-

tarian Cultural Revolution (GP CR) ~lO The n , in early February , Pravda

reported that the strife among the opposing factions in the Chinese

leadership was ‘flaring up with new intensity.’ Foreign observere ,~,~
said Pra~’da, had noted mass meetings, the appearance of vail posters,

and increased activity of city militia, and found the resemblance to

the GPC~ ‘unmistakable.’
11

On the surface, these articles of early 1974 appeared to show

that Mao wielded a great deal of power in China, despite opposition.

Nevertheless, there was an implicit suggeetiQn that Mao wa s not fully

in control of events. It is possible to interpret the military trans-

fers of December and January as examples of military men loyal to Mao

being sent to strategic posts, reflecting the importance of the north-

east region and the threat of war with the Soviet Union.12 Another

interpretation , explicitly supported oy the Soviet press, held that

7
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the transferred coi~ ander~ of thot’~ military regions had stood firmly

in their poat~ for many years and had built ‘mountain strongholds,’
13

and so they were re~~ved by Mao to strengthen central control.

~eIther of these interpretations adequately explains the transfers,

for besides their military posts, many of these commanders had held

important political positions in their former regions, but none was

appointed to a similar position In his new lor’etion. They were re—

1’~placed in these jobs by civilians.

My interpretation of the transfers i~ that they adversely af-

fected Mao ’s political power. specific example of thi s was the re—

assi~ninent of Li Te—aheng, one of three transferred military leaders

named in the 3 January Pravda article. Li had come to political

prominence an a supporter of Mao during the ~~~~ At the Tenth

Part;’ Congress In August 1973, he became one of five Vice—Chairmen

of the Party, and a member of the Politburo Standing Co~~ittee4
’
~
5

His subsequent transfer from Peking and out of the highest decision—
16

making body deprived Mao of valuable supoort. Similarly, the

transfers of the other two military personalities named by Pravda,

Chen fisi—lien and H~u Shih—yu, may have had unfavorable implications

for Mao. One We stern analysis reveals that precisely these two com-

manders were ‘leaders slipping in authority’ after the Tenth krty

~ongrese, due to the elevation of other leaders, ‘who did not re-

in.force Mao’s interests, to superior levels.17 Thus, their transfer

implied a further dilution of Mao’s support.

— —-~~ --  —--  . ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ , . .- . —. - — — -
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The suggestion that the se t ransfer s  were politically unfavor-

able to Mao was reinforced by P rav da ’ s reporting on their origins.

The foreign press , as cited in Pr avda, noted tha t the shifts were

initiated by Mao Tee—tung and Ysh ChIen—ying.~
8 Jy linking Mao

and Yeh , Pr avda implied that the transfers represented a compromise

between Mao and other Chinese leaders. The events of late 1976, in

which the pur ge of Maoist ‘radica ls’ left Hua Kuo—feng and Yeh Chien—

ying the sole members of the Politburo Standing Coimnittee ,19 make it

possible to conclud e in retro spect that Yeh was an opponent of Mao.

Yet, it was apparent at least as early as the Tenth Party Congress

that Yeh ’ s status had been enhanced at the expense of previou sly

higher—ra nking official s associated with Mao ’ a ‘camp.’~°

The Soviets were in possession of a full account of the trans-

fers, yet they cited three examples which superficially appeared to

demonstrate Mao’ s control, but which actually signified a compromise.

since it is difficult to conceive of any possible propaganda value

such a characterization might have within the Soviet Union, the con-

clusion is at hand tha t the Soviets were attempting to subtly convey

their , correct) evaluation of Mao’s weakened political situation ,

to Chinese leaders, without sacrificing their long— standing charac-

terization of the Maoist regime as a harsh military—bureaucratic

dictatorship. Mao , of cour se , wa s trying to conceal his weakness,

par ticularly from the Soviet Union and from his pro—Soviet asiociates.

Thi s analysis is supported , too , by Western reports that Ten,g

9
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Teiso—pi ng had played a ‘vital’ role in arrang ing the transfers of
21PL~ icadere. Reports of ~eng’s influence in the transfers further

reinforce the suggestion that the transfers embodied a compromise.

While he had been restored to political life by Mao in order to

help dilute military influence in Chinese politics, Teng was instru-

mental in ‘rehabilitat ing’ many officials, includ ing former pro-

vincial Party Secretaries , Deputy Secretaries , and PLI~ cadres, who

did not represent Mao’s interests, and who diluted the authority

of Mao’s supporters. 22 The implication, then , is that many of the

civilians who replaced military men in political j obs were Tang ’ s

supporters. Consequently, the transfers ~~~ enable Mao to main-

tain military control in strategic geographical areas, but the polit-

ical aspect s of the transfer s benefitted Teng.

kl so related to the issue of ~~~~ control were development s

in the campaign of ‘criticism of Lin Piao and Confucius,’ *ich

could not have been beneficial to Mao. For example , in March,

Pravda drew upon the Yugoslav press to report that Premier Chou En—

lai , ‘the main architect of the policy of improving relations with

the USA ,’ was the target of the campaign against Lin and Confucius.23

If this were true, and because ~~~~~~~ policy was also M~o~ e,thia

may be interpreted in two ways: either Mao was not f i~m)j in control

of the campaign, or Chou was no longer a reliable supporter of Mao.

In either case, a weakness in ~~~~ position was evident.

The second important theme of Soviet press account s of events

10
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in China at that time wee that of the existence of ‘oppositionist’

forces within the PLA . 1~hile ~ueh articles appeared in January

l’~7!., the clearest explication of the soviet ‘position’ was forth—

coming only in May:

There are a good many indications that many people
in the Peking ruling clique do not believe in the
fabricated ‘Soviet menace.’ In all prohabiUty,
one of these people was Lin Piao, whom the Maoists
are trying in vain and completely without justt—

• fication to depict as a Soviet agent. ~~ident1ysober minded ~eo~le in China dj .eagree with this
course. Pear of the posatbijitiv that thei might
take organized action anainat the anti—Soviet and
antisocialist course, as well as the etru~~le to;
power1, is forcinr~ the Ilaoist ruling clique to en—
c~as~e in the ~y~tem~tic reehuff1in~z of various ~ro~~~of cadres -earlier party and economic cadres were ~~

• persecuted , now it’ s the2~urn of the military and ~some local leaders, etc. -

This article suggested, rather unequivocally, that the opposition

to Mao within the Chinese leadership was large, that it was con-

nected with the military, and that it had the potential for organ—

i~ed action. Unlike many previous articles on the subject it was

aut hored and was not a restatement of foreign press report s, thu s

emphasizing its authoritative character. It was clearly intended

to express Soviet support for ‘sober minded’ (pro—Soviet) Chinese

leaders. -

A compelling feature of Soviet press accounts of events in China

in late 1973 and early 1974 is that they seem to reflect a SoViet

effort to draw a parallel between circtsn stances at that ti* and

the circuastances aurroundir.g the ‘Wuhan Incident’ more than ~ix

years earlier. In July 1967 , at the height of the GPCR, Ohan Tsai

11
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and Chung Uan—hua , respective ]~’ Co-uaander and Political Co~~ip aar

of the Wuhan Military Region , permitted their supporter s to kidnap

two Peking emi ssaries , in open and direct defiance of the central

authorities. Mao, apparently fearing the possibility of general

regional military rebelliou sness, overreacted , and di spatched para-

trooper s and the East China Sea Fleet to Wuham to overpo wer the
25

mutiny. The domestic , and particularly military, instability

signalled by the event s iii Wuhan were not overl ooked in Mo scow.

Soviet propaganda dire cted at China followi ng the Wuhan Incident

etressed the theme of aiding the an ti—Maoi st forces in China.26

Moreover , as part of their ceinp~ign to exert pressure on China,

the Soviets had built up their military forces on the Sino—$oViet

• border until by the Sprin g of 1968 they had assembled a half—

million combat troops with accompanying logistical support elements.

The incident s of armed border clashes increased. Soviet milita ry

• pressure on China, coupled with strident propaganda, wa s viewed

ominously in Peking, the more so as most PU’ troops were coMdtted

to the internal, domestic struggle of the Cultural Revolution.

Consequently, Mao was forced to ter minat e the CPCR and concentrate

• 
• on national defen se before he had achieved the full control he de-

sired over institutions and personalities in China.~~
There was a close parallel between ‘~onditio n s on the Sino—Soviet

border in 1973—1974 and tho se in 1967—1968. Cont~~ orameoua1,y with

Mao ’s domestic problems , correctly perceived in Mo scow, large quantities

12
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or m i l i t •r  rn~ter -ia1 were tOc~~n~~I s:d on the ;o”-iet side of the Sino—

•o :i t bor~ie !- , s~1 be orr tr.e • n r  ~ri; o~ 197J 4~ cO ~ov1et and Mongo1i~n

~iv i~~on 
• :‘aced i I ~. C~ i r ~ e di;L ios~ . The ~oviet uni t s , particularly

on the ~~nchurijin and ~‘onj - o 1 i-n  r -ont ic r  , ~:hi ftcd from a defe nsive to

:m o~~~en. b-c posture , i n s it - j n r oL - 1’ ,’ wits the deployment of’ m edium —

r’~n~ e b~1lj~:tir min~;i 1ec to the front . Acrosdiru~ to ~cstern report s

o~ fov’iet e: .e ~~.~ tn er ~~ r , -
~~~ ‘ CY ( Pf l t  ~os’1 1 . ’ 1-~r~e number of soldiers

were killed” in border cia’  he~ in ~~~~ 1 l’~7L ..

Furthermore, b’. r - i ~~in r  tho ~:pectre o ” opposition in the rank s

O r thc  PTA , rt i cie~’ b the fla’ ict pres~- rein ’~orced the parallel bet—

~‘cen t~-.e c ir c ~ m: t a n c es  ‘t  th-t time and even t s in the east . The

I ~-~-uc i~; not whether ~o’-i c t. pre~ ~
- rr~’r ’orts o “opposition.ist” forces

with in  the  PTA reflected the reality ~:ith ~ n the Chinese armed forces,

hut rather that this yr . .  the innrer:ior. the oviets wished to convey.

In 1967—1968 the PLA w -  not able t o ~ct e : fec t ive ly  against the Uf ~F

because of its involvement in serious Chinc e domestic strife , thus

the threat of Soviet military fo rce took on added significance . II’

in 1973— 1974 , pro—Soviet forces in the Chine se leadership had the

support of PLA leaders , as claimed in the ovi et press , a simil ar

re sul t would occur.

~hi1e the claims of orranized opposition to Mao may have been

exaggerated by the 5~o~rI ‘t s  to heighten uncert~ int y about the relia—

hiflt” of the armed ~orr ~ s amonr M ao - nd  h as  followers , and to en—

h
~

nre the credibility of ’ i~ov’iet power , ?~‘ao ’s weak ness was no illusion .

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  - —~~~--- ‘-~~~ -~~~~~ • ‘~~~~~~~~~ - ~~~—•___ _ _ _ _
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This was en~ hasized on 11 April 1971, r t  the United Nations General

\ssembl;~, where Teng Hi -o— p in f’ articul3ted a new Chinese foreign

policy in which Chin-a e :;entially withdrew from the chal lenge of the

Soviet Union in the Communist movement.30 The mere fact that Teng

was the emissary to the UN showed his high standing in the Chinese

leadership, and his 5peech , while anti—Soviet in tone , was clearly

a retreat from the conflict with Moscow . This suggested that Mao

was having trouble marshalling support for his policies.
31The Chinese retreat was not in~ned iately acknowledged in Mo scow .

Nevertheless , the Soviets seem to have recogni zed Mao ’s weakness and

acted to exploit it. On 10 June, the Soviet position was expressed

obliquely by Y. Tsedenbal, chief Party and state official of the

Mongolian Peop le ‘s Republic ( MI’]?,) .  He deci ax-ed in a speech th at the

C hine se leaders we re pursui ng an “ ar inexationi st” policy with re spect

to the MPR . Mongolia , he said , was under “ const ant political , eco-

nomic and ideological pressure from China ,” He ended his speech with

a call for normalization of relation s with the PRC .3” The absence

of any mention of military pressure in Tsedenbal ’s statement , in view

of the combat activity and tension on the border, is noteworthy. It

can be interpreted as a Soviet effort to represent the Chinese armed ‘1
forces as not being a threat to the Soviet Union . Thi s is directly

related to Mao ’ 5 political powe r , for if the Chinese Army could not

be relied ~~on to carry out a policy hostile to the Soviet Union , then

the position of those Chinese leaders favori ng reconcil iat ion with

the USSR would be enhanced at M so ’s expense.

11~ 
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Isinediately after Tsedenhal’~ speech , the Peking Municipal

Revolutionary Cosmiittee (one of Mao ’s creations—R.L.F .) becam e

the object of public criticism in a wall—po ster campaign. The - -

first such posters appeared in Peking on 12 June , and “by 21 Jun e

the walls of the Chinese A rmy ’s General Political Department were

covered with them .” Moreove r , accordi ng to Pravd a, th e camp aign

was “against the will of the Maoist center.”33 The implication

was that the army was behind the c~ npaign. But during the cam —

paign, and as if to give the lie to Tsedenbal ’s statement , on 17

June China conducted a nuclear test in the atmosp here in the north-

west part of the country “in immediate proximity” to the border of

the MPP .31
~ Thi s can be taken to mean that there was at least some

ambivalence in the position of the Chinese leadership on the subject

of confrontation with the Soviet Union. The Kremlin leaders may

have been encour aged by Chin a ’ s app arent vaci llation in her ho stile

posture toward the Soviet Union in the face of increased Soviet mili-

tary pressure on the border.3” On 25 June the Soviets di5petched

a government delegation to Peking to reopen the long—stal led Sino—

Soviet talks aimed at settling “bord er questions,” but the talks

were apparently inconclusive and the head of the Soviet delegation

departed “temporarily” for Moscow after nearly two months in Peking .’
~

Meanwhile, the Kremlin continued to press its “line” supporting

a specific conception and specific expectations concerning Chinese

political developments. In August , an article in Komnirnist emphasized

that the Maoist “inner circle” was not monolithic , that the variou s

15
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group s within it were ~tru~ idin~- or power , and stated flatly that

the militir :,’ W a s  n “independent power. ” In thi s conne ction , the

issue of opposition to ~‘ao ~:~ s r’~ ised a~’ain, not only by reiterating - -

that  the reassignment o conrm riders showed M~o ’ s concern over the

growing power of these local cornm ’~nderr , but also by suggesting th at

the ~ aoist course created i t s  own oppo~ i t ion:

.. .the  oist a ’ antipopular cou r~:e inevitably engenders
a cr it ical  -at t i tude to the leader :hin ’s policy within
the country ~nd i~ condueive to the spread of views37held by health ’~ intern ationali~ t forces in the PRC.

The article went on to state the key ~trntegic issue which con-

tributed to the “h ealth” of tho~;e interrmtion alist forces: “The Peking

le~~ersh ip doe s riot h3ve r r e ’t  confidence in the stability of the pre-

sent US policy toward Chinn .”~~ In contrast , Kommunist offered the

following formulation of the :~ovi et position:

The CPSU ’s policy toward the Chinese People ’s Republic
is clear and consistent . It combines an uncompromising
struggle against ~.~~ ism and the Chinese leaders’ poli—
cies...with readiness for the complete normalization of
relations with the ~~C and the restoration of Soviet—
Chinese fr iendship.

Then on 1 October , Pr avd a pu blished a major article m arking the

5th Anniversary of the PP C. The article evpressed three maj or

themes: First , the “unprecedented” as~ istance of the Soviet Union

in the Chinese revolution :.nd in the earl:.- economic development of

the PRC ; second , the incalculable damape done to China by Maoism,

which had not only slowed its modernization , but had actually set

it back;  third , the article emphasized that  the only way Chins could
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progress wa s  by returning to ‘ i cooperati ’e stance vi s—a—vi s the U~~~:

Historical experience indic:~te :- t hat the successful
development of Ch~nn can be achieved only along the
line s of socinli’m and the consolidati on of friend-
ship with the - ociali~t countries... ~etaining friend—
ly,  f raternal  Ieelinrs ~or the Chine se people , the
Soviet people expre~~ the deep conviction that the
coincidence o ’ the “unr1~mental long—term interests
o~ the peoples o~ the 

U T -  and China dictates the necess—
it:.’ of reest-l :-ii . h in~ -‘ nd developing their cooperation .

I.G

At about the sam e time , the nuestion of Chin;~’s strategic orien-

tation had indeed been a m a j o r  issue o~ disput . among the Chinese

leaders hip, and articles in the Chinese nrc:: indicated that the intra—

Part i struggle was going hadi’,- fo r ~ao.
” 

~-‘ac ’s weakened politic-al

position was recognized b:, the L oviet s , -although not immediately

acknowledged, and was l’~ter reported in the open ~ioviet press. Particu-

larly , an article in Voprosy Istorii, which pu rported to explain the

c amp aign of criticizing Lin Piao and Confucius, stated that in the

Autumn of 1974 the “pragm atists ( that ia ’ , those who were not in agree-

ment with Mao—R .L. F .) and their supporters in the arm y managed to

res train the zeal of the ‘left—w ingers ’ (M ao ’ s supporter s—R.L.F .)

somewhat ,” arid consequently Mao ’.a inflammatory slogans disappeared

f rom wall-posters and from the

Soviet prop agand a e~~ort : c~urinr this neriod of internal Chinesc

tensions seemed to re flect Moscow ’s appreciation of the course of

the power struggle, and ma:.’ be interpreted as attempts to capitalize

upon Mao ’s weakness. Evidence of this nm, be inferred from Pravd a

and Izvestiia coverage of Secretar’i Brezhnev ’:. ( November speech

in Ulan Bator, capital of the MPP. In hi~ speech , Brezhnev criticized

-
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the attitude of the Chinese in border negotiations, declar ing that

the Chinese had advanced , as a prel iminary condition for talks on

border questi ons , a demand for withdrawal of Soviet border guards

“ from a number of areas of our terri tory to which the Chinese leaders

have now decided to l a -  claim and so h ave begun to call ‘disputed

areas ’ .” While rejecting the Chinese demand ‘~s “absolutely unaccept-

able , ” Brezhne v noted n],so that the Soviets “are not losing hope ”

for the norm alization of Sino—Soviet rel ations.43

Although the border negotiations had ~~parently broken down con-

siderably earlier , in mid—August , Brezhnev ’s speech represented the

first public condemnation of Chinese intransigence over border issues

at the recent round of the talks. The imp lication is, I believe ,

that the timing of Bre zhne v ’s disclosure was probably deliberate .

That is , it was delayed until Mao ’s we akened political position be-

cam e graphically evident by the disappearance of Mao ’ s “infla~ natory

slogans. ” The denunciation , delivered as it was by Brezhnev himself ,

carried the highe st authority, and by condemning dema nds “now” ad—

winced by Chinese lenders , Brezhnev implied that the talks were being

held up only by the new Chinese dem~ -ids. Conceivably, since a policy

of intransigence toward the USSR was associated with M~~ , by bringing

the issue of Chinese intransigence into the open at a time when Mao

was already under considerable pressure from the “pragmatists , ”

Brezhnev would make it increasingly d i f f icul t  for Mao to g~~ner sup-

port for his anti—Soviet position .

18.
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In December , Pravda denounced as “lies’ a London Dail~~Telegr’~~

report that “in November russian and Chinese troops had clashe d along

the Mongolian —C h inese border .t~
I Since the $oviets had not respond ed

to ~estern report s of border clashes in the Spring , it is reasonable

to assume that Moscow h’~d specific reasons for this public denial.

Particularly, it would be entirely consistent with Soviet efforts to

demonstrate that hostilit:i toward the Soviet Unio n was the unjustified,

and perhaps untenable , position of Mao and the “leftists,” and that

a policy of accomodation , associated with the “praginatist s,” would

be more appropriate in Sino—Soviet relations.

In reviewing the Soviet press on Chinese affairs for 1974, we

note a rather consi~~ ent adherence to the two “lines” of Mao ’s im-

plied weakness and the strength of his opposition , particularly in

the armed forces. Moreove r , it is evident that Mao ’s weakness was

real , and that Soviet press statements and military and diplomatic

initiatives were intended to exploit that weakness , by incre aaing

tensions and heightening uncertainty about PLA reliability within

the Chinese leadership. The Soviets were consistent, too , in their

suggestion of support for “healthy forces ” within China. In thi s

connection , Soviet references to dissatisfaction in the PLA , state-

ment s recalling Soviet assistance to the Chinese revolution , and

even statement s denigrating, the cap ability ~ f the Chinese a~~ed

forces can be viewed as possible ~~peals to the older generation

of military leaders who e arlier had strong ties with the US~~t , and

19 
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who might recognize the milit-ar’i ~iv-~ntages of Sirio—So viet co—

operation. All this points to a conc1u~ ion that the Soviets ma:.-

have been counting on “healthy Forces” ~cithin the Chinese military

to help shift Chinese policy toward rapprochement .

~0
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1975

As 1975 opened , the Soviet press continued to express the two

“lines” of the previous year , but with one impo rt ant changes Mao ‘ s

weakness was openly displayed , and his compromises with other Peking

lea~ers began to be discussed explicitly . It is very likely that the

Soviets were emboldened by events early in the new year , which showed

the seriou s erosion of Mao ’s political power.

In January, in anticipation of the Fou rth National P.~~l. ‘8

Congress ( NPC ) in Peking , Izvestiia carried an article on the internal

political situation in China. Referring to foreign press reports ,

the article noted that the central po~~r in China was weakening,

and that rivalry in the ruling circles was intensifying . According

to Izvestiia.

...prep arations for the session of the National People ’s
Congress , which has not met for 10 years , are encounter-
ing difficulties and creating discord . It is reported
that the list of proposed deputies is being continuously
revised and that the date of the session has not yet be en
set. Serious problems persist in the arm~y, ip which
shuffl ing of military personnel is continuing.”5

Immediately prior to the 4th NPC , Peking leaders held the Second

Plenum of the 10th Central Committee , in which forum was announced

the election of Tong Hsiao-ping to the vice—chairmanship of the CC and

to the Standing Committee of the Politburo . M ao did not attend the

plenum. During the NPC Tong was named first Vice-Premier of the

State Council , and later was appointed Chief of Staff of the PLA .

Neither did Mao attend the NPC • 46 The Amended State Conetit~tion

announced at the NPC was not at all favorable to Mao . Whil~~’M arxism—

Leninism—M ao Tse—tung thought” was declared the theoretical føundation

~ 
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that  determined the t h ink in g  o ’~ the s ta t e , Mao ’s personal leaderbhi p

was not recognized. Moreover, he rece ived no fo rmal state post,

ilthough as Party Ch a i rm an  he retained leade rship of the armed forces . 47

The unprecedented circum stances  of a CC plenum being held withou t

the presence of the P ar t y ’s chairman , and his disadvan t age~ is personal

position re flected in the results of the NPC , lead to the conclusion

that  Mao deliberately disassociated himself from these events. On

the other h and , Teng ’s star rose . He was one of five vice—c h airmen

of the Par ty ,  the f i rs t  among the newly designated vice—premiers ( and

acted as Premier as Chou T n_l ai~s health worsened), and acquired a

powerful position in the arm -- .18 
Mao , at the very least, could not

hare been happy with the poli t ical  events of J anu ary 1975.

On 5 February, an “ anal y~ i~-; ” of China ’s new constitution appeared

in Pra”r~-i. The article noted that the Congress which h~~ approve-i

the new constitution wa~ “ a kind of a compromi se between competing

- roups in Peking ’s ruling cl i cue. ” J~ t a few days later , a P r a vd a

article which focu ssed on recent military appointment s went further

in suggesting Maoist  weaknes~; . The commentator stated that while

overall leadership of China ’s armed forces w as- in the hands of Mao -

Tse—tung , in accordance with the new constitution, the practical

leadership and day—to-day supervision of the army would be divided

up am ong representative s of seve ral competing groups, “not one of

which has gained a dominant position .” This suggested to the m~thor

a “highly temporary” compromise , which did not eliminate the sharp

disagreement among the Peking leader ~~aip.  The article stressed that

—~ - - — —



whi l e  t~.er’e w- ’~ ‘ f l  ~n t i - a t  as t a “ .oi d Ca! ’~ ( n t r -t~ ny mi l i tary  powe r

is ~~~ h - rdr of -an:: oar 1~~- dcc , ‘ ‘ . i t -  ~. d  Leen under Lin Piao , ’

ne ’ -: - tr  - l e r ~ , tne  rolc a ’ tLe r—; ~n (
~L~ r . j  ‘

~~ aomne ~ t ic life wa s

Lc~ sr, increased , by as~ i- - riln.’ it e’ enti- -11 - ‘aotice functions.

Moreover , the arm y would pl a . - a import - at sol e in the ~tr -ugg le

:oi -  po e - er- :

v ch of the ~‘r-ouar cost ra!i ny or- leadership of the
country is c-ountinf on turnin g U f  armed forces in—
to a reliable source o~ support durirv ’ any possible
upheaval, once it has ~ir.all;. e:,t -,blished control
over them. ~

The author , citing n-c t tens-ions in r€i -ation s between the army

and tse regime, furthe r implied that Mao and his followers could not

count on support from the army , and not~ c t h at “opposition to the

- Mao Tre—tung line has  appe -;red with especial strength precisely in

-army circles.”
51 In sho rt , th i s  artiale clean :.’ expressed the notion

that the Chinese militar~ - w ~s the key 
rorce is : utu r e  Chinese politi-

cal developments. It i:- logical then , that if the Chinese armed

forces were a vital target o~ in f luence , to be exploited by variou s

Peking leaders, then the’~ could he no les~ important to the designs

o~ :;oviet strateg ists. Indeed , l97~ cro ressed , the Soviets
- renuently spoke and acted in ways which could be interpreted as

attempts to exploit the militar:. aspects of’ the Chinese power str’agyle.

Mao ’s January domestic di fficulties pre sented the Soviets with

circumstances under which border ne~’otiatsoiv mi~;}t  re sume , aix! on

12 February the head of the ~ov i~t deleg ation returned to Peking.

It is possible that the 3oviets had ac1 e-~ quickly to e~~loit Mao ’s

we akness before a n~-w Maoist camp aia~n could gain a foothold, for 
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ju st  a few day s ear l ie r , on 9 ebnr .’ir:.’ , a editorial in Pe~~le ‘z

: - i i ;  enjoined the Chine se peonle to “ tud y well the dictatorship

of ’ the proletariat , ” - -ad to r ead the documents of the NPC in thi s

context .53 Thi s editorial warned of the danger  emanating from

the “bourgeois righ t ,’ and si ’sr -Jlled a bro ad new campaign by Mao

against this “class cri ers:: fl n 8 March , Pravd a took note of

this new political camp a ign , p r t icular l : the fac t that in a re-

port to the 10th CCP Congress in August 1973 Chou En—lai had said:

Lin Piao’s antip art:; clique w~is nothing but a hand-
ful of people; it was extremely isolated from the
entire p a - -ty , the entire army,  and the people of
the entire country and could not -i ! f ec t  the situ-
ation as a whole .~~

Yet, in February 1975, precisely the opposite was being assert ed in

Chinese articles dealing with “the studr of the dictatorship of the

proletariat”:

Liri Piao ’s àntip arty clicue represented an entire
class; there were cl,ass roots and a social basis
for its fo rmation .St

The Pravd a commentator concluded that  the result of this c~~paign

would be “the slaughter of honest communists and workers ,” as during

the Cultural Revolution.

The Soviet trepidations expressed in thi s article may have been

well—founded , for the c ampaign apparently restored Mao ’s position

sufficiently, so that by the latter p art of March he was abl e to

make an indirect overture to the US. 3pecifically, on 2) March

a meeting of the Standing Committee of the NPC took a decision to

“pardon and release” all war criminals in custody , including a number

24 -
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- srir . o~d ices :  . ‘ h a  - r i —  ‘s c , ,-;no as Vice~~ remier of the

- t ”  f’ow ~l ad P r , Lu~ ~
- . pc i l l  - ‘ir ~~~- r i  ter - of Public Securit -

,

un-ta d t v ’  ~ n~ - ; ‘c d rn i -  - a r t -  st . sale i n t h i s  e-:’ st , declared at t h t ’

t h  t “Thi s -act cst odi c- s the polic’ o f Cha i rman Mao .” Chou
- r — l a i  w - 1 - 0  dep icted as h -~v L n - had a h c u  in the decision .57

es d ’  1 ‘ter , ~r t i c lc r  in P t - a d -  - rid T r  - t~ ~ revealed tha t

tsr  p rd o : re d  c r i m i n i :  h ad  been s r’aJ r-’c lcomcd t. -
~ reception in

• thei r honor b - Minister o fle e t -r : e  Yeh C h i e n — - i n g , and Hua Kuo—fen~:.

But , be::orr d pardoning old :I- ,tionnli : t enemie s , Peking ann ounced as

well tb -a t it. h ad  invited T i s :n to end a te tn to participate in

the Th ird  ~1l~~ hinese Gamer: to be held in 3eptember.~~

~- :~
- interpretation of these ea-ents is th at they were intended

b - 

~- a o  to cement the relationship between the US and PRC during a

period of time when a serious disproportion in the bal ance of forces

in favor o: the USSR , -inC ar ’ -a in at  China , w a s  emerging in Southeast

Asia. In my opinion, the events signified a reaffirmation of the

l97~- “ -han i~r :a i  Coninurd cue” i~~rued  b ’ President Nixon and p remier

Chou Th—ici, which acknowledged t .h t T a i w - r r i  w a r  a part of China and

U: t it was up to the Chinese tLeni: elvr~ to work out a solution to

t . v - ~~~ mu t u ’ l  problems.’ ’ l h - ’.t , f~ao ’r c~ J ost seems to have been

an -ttemp t to reduce the n~”-~~in ; ’ i wo— Chin -a  c roLl ern , ” which had long

an o~ - tacle to i-c t  t ey  - - ino — ’,me r l (  - r n  rel~t ion :  . Thi s, I believe ,

m ke r -  - :er rre , e specia ll- : in the context o ’ a precipitously deterior :-t~ n--

- outh Vietn amese position at this time , under the onslaught of

a’
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—~ spol ~ed N o r t h - :  e t r i - ~ :r v -  e troop s .~~~ A North 7ietname~ e—

- t OCilfi t sii otthea~ t t :  ia , ~;itL  concomit ant ::oviet influence , ~~~~

i . -~ -e r~ a:n djn,~dvnnt- i cou:- to the Chinese . It would also have been

personally disadvantageous to ~ ro. It would not only tend to limit

the int ern at ion-r ] .  in ’luence neces sary for t- ’ ao to sustain a policy in-

dependent of the Soviet Union , hut the f-ilt~re of the US to prevent

the rout could be exploited ha- Vao ’ s oro—Coviet adversaries in the

power struggle as exempliiyiris the urn-eli-ability of the US as an ally .

This Cino—Soviet dimension of the conflict in ~~~theast Asia was un—

doubt er -f l ’  an important issue of dispute r.onr Chinese leaders , :r-~

Ma o ’ s “ c ampaign to t sdr  the d~ ctatorr -hi p of ’ the proletariat” ma:.

be ‘- i t ’r -ed as an e ’ fort to e l ir r i s at e  his  opponent s as strategic

au cst  ions came to the lore . In addit ion to his domestic camp aign

-and h i s  overture to the United Pt -rte s , ~ ao took other initiatives

in the world arerva .

The Chinese were - - t t h a t  time working to secure for themselves

a position of influence in ‘outheas t As ia  b : aiding the Khme r P ou~ e

in C am bodia , and b- - e f f o r t s  to dep ict the IJSST? as a supporter of

the Lon Nol regime . The .~ovic t Union , in turn , declared solidarit

with the Cambodian Cornmuni t “p - tr iots , ”~
1 and flaunted a letter of ’

gra t i tude  from Norodim f’ihanouk to N .V . Podgorny .6~ Neve r t h e le r s ,

a fter the “liberation” o f ’  Phnom Penh on 17 April 1 and Saigon on 30

April , the Soviets sh o -~nd t h ”t t ,h r - wp re d is sat i s f i ed  with the out-

come of events in ~out! ie  ~t A - i a  b’! their  r e f e r e nce  to the “al arming

_ _ _
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t a t C 0 ’ -ulf --rl rs ir~ Indo - h i r t ’ and th- ~~-v: I . t i n ~ host il i t i es  in
I--

C ambod i-i • “

At about the same time , the Chine se were trying to conclude a

“treaty of peace and friendship” with Japan which was to include a

special point, directed against the Soviet Un ion , on preventing the

“hegemony of third powers. ”
6
~ The Sovietr , who had for several

years (particul arly since the : i .tn CPSU Congress in 1971) been court-

ing the Japanese to assist in the strategic development of the Soviet

Far East ,6
~ were alarmed at this Chinese initi ative to drive a wedge

i - I
into Soviet~~Jap anerc ’ relations . Ch in-a ’ s position in these n e c o t i—

ations wrv s tho roughly denounced h :- ~‘or cow , as were China ‘s s-imai—

taneous efforts to secure allies elsewhere in the wo r1d .~~

These Chinese actions represented efforts to ameliorate China ’s

inferior position o f’ inf luence in A s i a , and break out of the “ con—

tainment~-of—China” position e : t ah l i r -he c l  h; - the Soviet Union. More-

over , the se event s seemed to exhibit the imorimatur of M ao.  Simul-

taneously with effort s to enhance Chin-a ’s global influence , Mao wa:-

able to strengthen his- own position, and tne measure of success

achieved by the “campaign to study the dictatorship of the pro—

letariat ,” was likely enhanced by the death in April of an important

Teng supporter , Tung

In late May , an editorial was published in People ’s Daily,

marking the fifth annivers-ar-: of r”ao ’s st atement  cond emning U. im-

periali sm.7° Thin editorial has - been interpreted as suggesting

that the argument in f -a-or ot a shi ft of Chi ne - c alignments rrw :-r -
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• ‘~i~~ - L i i  ted ~ t - t es  and to~- - -  ‘C t a r  o ’d rt  Union may h ave ha d

- • f~ o at € ’r  an~~n, - t ar  ic - -de n’ : ~~~~ .~~~ Th -h : uch an -ar~~ment Las

cc ,; r - ~;~r cd  in: not. in  -s e: t~ior ~. - ‘ht is relevant , howeve r, is

whether that argument hid Lr ’uni to predominate in Chinese policy.

In f a st , it had not , if the editorial itself can be considered re-

l i ab l e  eridence. In the editorial , M - io ’ s document was not re-

produced in full, and the excerp t cited—- .one alluding to the possi-

bility that  big countrie s could be defeated by ~nall countries—

was not one of the most hostile pass:•f;e n: in the original . Addition—

ui ly , the analogy w~ s m~de between the confi rmed ability to defeat

US imDeri-~lism (presumably in .~ou th ea r - t  A s i a )  and the potential to

de 1 eat  ~ioviet social—irrperi nli:am. 7 That is , it is possible to

~-iew the editorial -as advancing the argument that closer relat ions

with the US would not result in the subj ugation of China , a decide dly

“ M - -oist” formulation.

The nature and success of the M -ao ia t  c iitnaign were indicated

in ar t ic les  which appeared in the Soviet pre ss in the latter part

of June . A f’L, June a r t ic le  in Izve n -t i ia  noted that  Mao had de—

m-anded an intensification of the “dictotor ; hip of the proletariat ’

to extirpate “ newborn bourgeois element s” ( newly rehabilitated

cadrer— ~i .L. F .) which t hreatened the “restoration of cap italism ”

in Chin a . 73 (That is to a ;iy , the campaign was directed against

those Chinese leaders who would seek a “ revisionist” victory of

the type Mao claimed had been achieved by K hrushchev and Bre thnev ,

-p 
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who h ’id “restored c:r,it’nlinm ” in the Coviet Union .

74) Izvestiia

further comented th it in prosecuting this ol fensive the Mao ictn re—

lied above all on the public securit : ;i/ ’encies , the army , and home—

guard par amilitary forces. 7 ’  A slightly earlier article in Pravd a

spelled out some of the details of the intensified “factional s t ruggle. . .

among the various groups of Maoist;: contending for full power”:

It is believed that the so—c alled left—wing grouping,
which include s, among others , Chiang Ching (Mao Tse—
tung ’s wife ) and Chang Chun—chi ao , member s of the
Politburo of the CCP Central Committee , arid certain
other figures h-s rn -an : ged to establish control over
the Mini stry of Public ~ecurit ;- -a nd h~as secured the
support o~ some arm:’ leaders.  T’C;ing advant age of
the se positions , the “le t— ~-i ng” j ’rouping has been
able to shoulder aside the “moderates , ” whose leader ,
Chou F~n— lni , who has- been in hospital for more than
-a :e-’3r , has- :rapreciabl i curtailed his political activit:-’
and, accordim- to some observers , has  become a ~~~~ of
“prisoner” o f Chia n~ Ch in a  ‘nd her confederates . t

This report went f -ar in impl:.-ir i~’ the ~tr c~~-th of Mao ’s position.

It implicitly acknowledr ’ed th -  t Hu-a Kuo — 1 eng w a s  then in Y~~~’s “ C -amp ’

(as he probably had been since the  release of the “war criminals”——
R .L. F . ) ,  -and that the exp anded powers and punitive functions of his

ministry were at Mao ’s disposal in his c~ ap-aign , and that Mao had

supporters in the army and in the Politburo . Moreover , the reference

to Chou suggests that he was un~ble to use his political influence

in -an;,’ manner inconsistent with Mao ‘s supporters. The suggestion

was that Mao was prevailing in the struggle for power. Thi s an aly sis

is further reinforced by the Soviet use of the phrase “ various groups

of Maoists. ” Of cour5e , not all o ’ those contending for “full  power ”

wore ~‘f o v t s , but h - - - ‘ -L- ~~’rt,er-: 7i . nr, all ~ s i- factions as “Maoists , ’ 

——‘ .a-__._ __*_,_.___h~~~~~.____ —— .—‘-- -
~~
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t h e  o :~ ct - :  irnp l ic~ tl - CHt t -d to the : t - r n i -th of Mao ’s “ca~~”

at U- a t time , ~:iU ost. rn -i c i a , - t t : (  f 1.exil~i lit .’ to denounce -- n;- - -

un:’- -or~ble outcome o~ th e no~’cr stran’ -1r . ‘~e’.-ertheless , this

rticle b - no means :- s ‘,-e: ted t the - t n i  “le for power was settled

in favor of !-~co ’s s-upportcs~ , -a r-t .icul - r - l - because they had secured

the support of only “ som e ” ar - rn l o a d e r - . . Indeed , within a very

short time events turned ;-i ,~ni ic - -r~t l  ~i~ -~ir i a t  Mao , and his degree

of control over the arm;1’ bec ame an import -mt issue .

:~vents of the Summer aucy~e: ted tha t  ~ -io ’s regime was under

fire over dome stic d i ssa t isfac t ions .  On ~-O August , Pravd a re—

ported workers ’ and peasants ’ disturbances in a number of Chinese

provinces , apparentl . i beginning in mid-Jul:.- . Mao had ordered the

arm ;-~ to restore order , but had to u : e  troops from neighboring dis—

tricts becau se some of the troops ‘ n-on the loc al garrisons had gone

ove r to the workers ’ side. -\ sur - ’e of local P arty and military

officials followed suppression of the disturbances. The article

emphasized the worker—’ diss-- tisfaction vith their standard of living,

but far more import-antl ’, repeated the themes of the unreliability

of certain army troops and ~!--o ’s d i . ’ i c u lt  in controlling political —

nilitar.’ processes and p er son-al i t ie :- distan t from the center.77

Then in late Summer and earl ’ F 11, T ’l  i Snabzheni e (The Rear

arid ‘spp l .-) published two articles “in honor o~’ the 30th ann!—

versary of the victor-,’ ove r mi l i ta r i s t  Jap~~ ,” which detailed the

speed and magni tud e of the t r ans fe r  of Soviet troops and iaaterial

to the far—Eastern front upon the decl 5r ;t io : .  of war against Jap an ,

_ _  
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p a - - a  i . ’ - i  ts - t  U ’  c . - - - r - ~~ -r , ‘- d r - - r  a U t ~~ij T~~~~’n W~~5 ts-

Ut ( - ( t  O t  C 1) fl t i f l u l n a  - i , d —— -n r -; ~~ ie - ’ ’:j sf lin ’ to China. In c a:’~-

t : i e~ e -
~ n : .:i doebt U - t. t - : a  ,-. ,~~e pe t a l - .t to n:esent~~ay Chf.:

the -,rt~ci~ e~ ted - N - u :  ia t h e  ?‘ ,oi:t:. a f  d: .~ f;, r in ,~ the major

role o the  U. in de fe.ti R Jap ~n -nd a s :i :t ln g  in the Chinese

re’.’olution , ~nd dec i - i - ea  t h - -t .o- ’iet soldier: war; poised on the

border o~ the U; -
, r e e  - to - .t - or ora i liac . Of c~~rse ,

it is not possi ble to asser t  U t  the se  p articular articles were

read in }-eking , but the ’ were ~epr -€-s ent t~ ’e of an intense Soviet

pron arnnda carnpa i. .n w h i r - h  un .:ou btec ~i came to the  attention of

Chinese leaders .  ~t t h a t  t ime , - r t ~ cles in s - - c l - a  and Izi~~stiia,

as well as in other - no ’- - - -
~ mc: - :- , .~or -

- Is  -and rook :, repeated the

th eme tha t  d~ r i s i ’- e  o ’ - ’ : -t n i L t -  r ~d economic assistance was

L : a t t U s . e . a t  - 1 in the t i l e r  t U~: a t  C~~ a , ‘t :- i - sse d  the reliability

of the - oviet Union as a “ f i -ir~~ -a of  t h e  Chinese peop le ,

nd C : lied for a nor-rn - liz-ti i, o rei- ;t i o n ~ ret~.’ecn the two coun-

tries.  ~r p articul r note in t h i :  o’:ir- t. press c ampaign w a s

the e ia -ah -a : i s  upon “ e x t  en :  j ’ r- en .  e l t d  h ’e l p” ‘ ivan h - -- t ’e  u5f T : to

t h e  Chine se  revolut ion-ar-. ’ a rm or :  or -re . . (‘:1ce ’i~ain , this theme

ma;- be interpreted as -.n ap se-I to cert in  older’ Chinese militar ’

le j 1e~ . ,  many of whom were t i - -aine d 1.- :o’- iet  o f . i c e r:  during the

earlier period of economic and milit s.- cooperation. Thi s is

logical , part icu l-ar i . - in t k -  context  o f  the intensi~ ication of

the deb ate among the Peking leader sh ip  o ’e r  the strategic orien—

tat ior i  of China.
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Indeed , b;— the Aa tumn o~ iy ’/~ t h~ i:O~:(:r : t r n 1;i’lc had in-

to: ,  i f  icd , arid the st r ’; it e f i r  o r i en tat ion  of C h i n : . W a : -  e,~~licitl , ’

ac-en to be a maj or ia - :u e  of :-on ten tion  rno r ij~ the Chinese leader—

ship .  in editorial in Pe~~~lc ’ - C - i i  o C 1. ep tember launched a

new ~iaoi :t  campaign ‘- cin’-t “ r :nitUl :t iOfli .n , ” t h :t  is , in the

word s 0: the editorial , “ cl — a : ca ni tn i Lor :  .t home and national

- ap i t u i :tj on in forc i ,r .n a f l - a i r : - .’~~~ . i n r e  hal  n; editorial br~~~ ht

the foreign policf- issue out in the open , - .nid was quite consistent

u i th  ?‘~-o ’s earlier earn :  i”ns - 
- - a n :  t t h e  “ revi sionist line , ’ there

c-~ n be l i t t le  doubt tb t it ~:- c : d ir e c t e d  -
~~

- h - a .  t. those leaders who

f” ored  rapprochement v i t t ;  t~~~~ o’- i e t .- U r s on .

That  the forei: n polic -’ i: ue h ad t a k e n  on new emp hasis in

the F- - I l , and that ~-~ao seemed to be enjo :-lnj ’ a measure of success ,

rn - c - he inferre d fro m the proli~ - ar -  - t ion o~ C hin e se  st atements ho stile

to the So-siet Union d un -m y tl-i - 1t time .~~ Hesc r the l€-s s , an;.’ asses:—

rrent of ’ “ ao ’s apparent su c cor : : -  m u : t  be t omper ed by consideration

of Chou Un—lai ’s comrnlr-t : u ithd r w - -l :‘rom public l i fe  in early

ieptember. As the “main ir c h it e c t  o. t he  policy of improving re-

lation :; wit :  the U f - ’i , ” ’ hi s  : - apn o :~ in ior -e ign policy was im—

no:’t :r it to ~-Uo . His r 1re i ron th e  politic-i] . scene could not

b i n  h oer ,  to ~-~~iO ‘ 5 - c ” - n t - r e , h a t  could he ‘.aiewed as useful to

Tony U ; irco~Dinp , who h - a d been cny . ’er i in “ r eh a bi l i t a t i n g” and re—

~t o t - i n - ’ to positions o f  Y - e - n o n -  i l -i l i t ” e t er a n  P -rt  - off ic ia l s

r v - L ’  ( . ‘.dre n - — _ p .a r t i r ’r : l  - r i  ‘ ar (Thou ‘ n- h e - lU .  - :- itic ‘I ly  detorio—

r - - t  , - H  -, Cr: r - i r ~ Chou ‘ s n rp : r i i . - t . ioa , ~ d - n t  - I his death in

_ _ _ _ _ _ _
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o n-i; J na ry ,  T - r: . ut ( ‘5 m l  5 1 -  c - n - -c-I t : . - ’ of Premier. Teng w ar  en —

un. t i on - u l ; ’  at I hi- c c .  - a t  o h i :  power .

Th e oviet r  -crue - r to h a  detected f-Lo ’: ~~ineraba lity , fo r  on

is ;feptember 19?’. the ;.’ c:crnsnd ed U t  the Chinese return the helicopter

aid ci-ew c aptured in C~ ,irc : on 11. M arch 197/ .~~~~
‘ fin c e no such public

lem and h-ad been maci c in o”ei’ -a -ear , it is possible that Moscow re : u r—

rest e r  the issue to probe f’ -~~’s -defenses , and perhap s “heat up” the

conflict within the C h i n e s e  leaders-hip. - ventually, Mo scow ’s initi—

ative would be reworded . This specilic Soviet initiative may hac’,’e

represented !‘~oscow ’ s e ’ :- lu-t ion  of Maoi ::t we~~ ness and , furthermore ,

floviet propriyand a in ~ener-l directed -c~ oinst China during the Winter

of lo7~ w - .s optimistic in tone and conceded little strength to the

“l e ; t i a t s . ” One imrort - nt -rticle declared that , “no matter how

compl icated the p rer en t  con(U t ions era in-1 Ch ina , the Soviet peop le

nncierat’n d that in the -rc f t.hc- Chircese peop le will find the way to

occup; ; a single r ’n f  ‘.- : ith th e-  Nap les of the socialist states.

A subsequent article e labor a ted  on the “w -;, “: the hope for China la;

in t h e  coming to powe r of thor -a persons “blackened ” during the Cultural

~e”olution (that is , Te n;’ -- n d  h i :  ~unp or tc -r s — 1 .L .F .) ,  some of whom

h - cd been rehabilitated -and re r tored to their foniier jobs.
86

Indeed , with incre i ing number s of Tang ’s supporters being re—

: abilitated , Moo was in a d l : - cd” - -cntageou s position to pursue his anti—

f~~-.-ict  course. Additionally, the diamiss:d of US Secret~~y of De fenr e

J ames h .  Schle singer in November , concurrently with Sino—A~ ericari

negotiations for President Ford ’ s v isit - , was vi ewed with diawa~y by 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ - 
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‘‘ co , -nd . t :-cn/’tUa ’ - f ’ -  m r n — a’ - :  c -f  ac t  a on t.h~n the T h i ne -c

whe n ~ ‘c re t n -  oh  ate  h i :  airs - er -  ~nd Presi-

dent Ford a ’ l :- it e - : :  Cbha a , i n  1 te O c t o b e r  ‘-ad e a r l .  December , re- - —

pecti  : 1:: , the; - - rac t  wi  ta. a pci t i c  all;’ w e -~~encc ~~ a and a etse:

ed Teny .8C In renort ira : - on t h e  P re s iden t ’s viait, the -o~~et

pros:; noted that the  Ch i n e s e  a cub ed t he  U S to in tensi : :  its role

in South and Southea t P c - i -, . - , ‘i Sle- - c~ ’ i ct  press a ir o  st resac-d

she theme that there wa:, wide dia-e :- ’er,cc ; be tw een  the Chinese and

US positions , manife : ted in the fac t  t h a t  no cornunique was i:: Un::

at the end of the t a lks .9° It s eem: ;  likel;. t h at  in the absence

of -a clear public expression of America n support , ?~ao ’s positio:~

was undermined . Moreo’-r r, the ~~~~ c t b  in T) cc ’arnber  of another in—

pan - t n t f’~-ao supporter , Y - nc~ hens , contribu ted fur ther  to Mao ’ s

- Qidisnd ’ nt- age .

f3 Decembe r , ~-Y o -:nnoc rcuecI  a fu r t : ; e n -  release of former

Kuomint-ang officers, ner’h--p : in n - t t e r a n t  to m f t i ~~ate the course

of events , which was  ~c i n y  a ’ - i r , a t .  h i r s .9 
~-~ao ’s we d~ness may

be in fe r r ed  from the announcement in P e k m n r  on ~7 December , t h i t

the Soviet helicopter crew detained b - ’ the “Chine se public cc—

curit;.— organs” since l~ ~f - r cF ; l f 7 J .  had been r ele [:  ed .93 W h i m n

Chinese and Soviet versions o: ’ th e  c ircumstances of the  heli-

copter ’ s capture ii l ’fered consider’abi;’ (the  Chinese re ferred to

it as an “armed reconnaissance helicopter , ” while the ;- oviets

maintained it w a -  -a medical -aircr a f t- ) , t h e  Ch i n e se  public se—

curity organ s considered “ credible ” the -o ’iet  crew ’s claim U t

- the intrusion into China was nnin t~, r a : t  l i ’s-i , and had decided h a  re—

i” - sc - t h e  crew and helicopter. ~ B e er ; :  e t h i s  c l ear ly  friendly

- — -------‘-- -~~~~-- — —:,,~~~~~~~~~AL. - ~~~~~~ .- - - - - - — -  ----~~--  — —~~~~~~~~ - -—~~~ -‘-~



o ’ e r - t a - - i  to the So’ li-~ U:, Wa:, c , t U ‘,U :o : l i r c  .t a h~ ;’n i c - a u ,

t tj -  i a a L r  t ion f t  ‘~c, - - ~~~~~;~ ~d - r n : : , - i o r ’ t ’ ci t role in t - b c

~st. r on , ~nd Lad e - t h e  - L :- -”o: ‘a “ s Ue r (Pc in e .  e in cier s—

::uch to  the  det r i r r r e - a~ o ’ ~~ o.

The con t r ad i c to r  c- ’-r r i t -  in  : : a m n - . C t h e -  enc oC 1975 d e n - ’

atte, tea to the i n t e r ,. C t : -a - i ~ arn or c ’ f ,~ e l e - - a e c e h i p , which con—

tic:ued int o  t h e  new -c a; ’ .

The .oviet pre a .- in l ,~75 r o t e : 1’ - o ’ s compromise : with his - 0 : —

socirites , stressed the there  th  S t~~-o ‘ - s e : ~u c r e o s ir ~;; opposition——

esp eci-cll :
~ 

in the ai -me ’ : io i -  c - n : , ‘rae a ’  a:; - u5 : :e :-t eh that  central con-

trol over the mili t- ci - : , ’ w: s ;  ‘in “ open question .” Soviet stat~ nent s

which were appeals to certain Chinese r n l l i t -  r - le.~~ers continued in

l~ 7- ’ - , and a them e of Soviet a-u-v-cart ‘or :-c- h ~- il it  -~t .eci cadre s hec arc

:pu -r’erat. Moreove r , at  sce en - ’ 1 imp o r t  -nt ~u::c tu:  es , when Mao e : —

hibited particular ne - rue , th ia  a - l e t s  t o o - -  ction to seep t a r e - u r e

on W - ~o ‘ad his cupp o- -ta ’c- s . ‘o r .  e :-ue . r t . , f e - r e  ~ov~ et words and

- 5 510;;: in 1975 m a --  he aic ’,- ’ec r , a1 f - r  to ich luence the course o:

5h iaece  politic—il ii: c., - nd in t h i :  :‘c~ p r c i .  h o- :  c -:anot be die—

t.in ;;uish ed torn Soviet polic e: 1:: 1” !

I t .  ira noteworth-’ t b - I  in  1h75 pr ’e ::U:’e 5l -S hept on ~-~ao and his

supporters indirecti,,- , b;,- r -uc -’ , ‘i i  “o’ - i , r a l l a t - - r , ’ - st ion  directed

- ; a i r ; - ;t Chinese in terest s  in ‘out d o ’ s  t ‘-, a i a .~c 1  ‘
~ 

- t i c  , h ; r i t~~ c peri od

of :-.n - c c - i~~-’-~n weakness , r - ; t i : r r -  t h u  I :  d i c e - c t  mili t  ;:- .z pres sure on

“m o— ;o’.-iet border. ~t i r - n a r -  lI lt ’ -
- 

- ‘~ t n -  ~c r e f  r. n-educed pre’: sure

_ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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on tee b-order to e n -  c o r e  thc’ i :- prop -~’-~s;d : appeal s to the Chinese

1: f . - :  ‘nd  : eha b , i t  Cu r- e. :1: en , who : a: r r r  to have been ir~~ort ant
t ‘s’- ’i ; ts  0:’ çr hs ’t, po] c .‘ . In n - n i , : u ( r :~ :4)pe ‘J.:: would become more

import -ant  as the m ac- c r s t r l : - ’ I  e I et c - ar .  ‘ 

__ _ _
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I J - r u a c r - l , t  (one ac ’c ;: U -f o r ” -  She he ath of Chou) , the Sew

-~ ‘:‘ ( r a r ’~ ‘c c,’ e d it -n i ’ ;] • : r ~‘; - : ; r ’ l - - ‘‘ - J :-~ -n ’iied a new stage in CUr

r C a ’ s  st r - ’ ”:le .’ c’, ‘u t  a c - ’ - ’” . t C ’ : i r ; e : . e  - r ’t i c l e  showed that the

u ’ ; f  j t ’ )~ ~~l h - h  been ° i t-c ‘U’ . “1~-i r:  C ‘t e L - ~. The impending de at n

1 o~ Cuos as ‘ an ne- a’ - ‘ o~ ‘v- oL r ;t i n s  -‘ ne ;: premie r had precipi—

1 t - - tes  a csi~-~~ for - ‘ - - a .  ‘ten” , ‘o~’v-r n ’: I on - ’  acted as de f~~to Pr ~ nier ,

- w a s  in l i r a c  or t i e  j u t , and L’ - e he ’ ire r ’SOS ;CI would be in a po—

- it~ oa to succeed ~~o. ~-‘ o t .  c c c ’ s s i ’u l l  took action to pre vent

‘I’ er~’ Cr am -icceding to the p r - c r i e r  h i p ,  -and on 7 Febn .iar;a the Chine :-c-

- - — - n r : a s r c e ni U. . t Hu : 5 0 — - e n s  w i n ,  the new Pr emier - .98 The Soviet press

r e - c a r t e d  the “spiit” ~ri th e  CCP Central Cornr: .ittee which resulted in

boin~’ ‘appointed -lit i : a : ;  P ;c :  “r , ra ther  tSain Teng , bypassing the

co ’;r t itu ’ - anal  proce dure w’hic: p r o v i d e d  lo r  Cue candidate ’s approv d

:
1 

a t ‘: :e s r -. o n  of tee flationol - n ’  an ni e ’ s Con 1’re : upon the ca~~idate ‘ 5

no
or ’urj O . ai ba~ a Plenum of th e  CCP ;-C . ‘I he Announcement of a “ sp bt , ”

- c r a ’ t ac ‘ npo intm enl  ol M “out : ide r  ,‘ t h a t  I: , a man not then a vice—

-
- 

n r - - m ; ’- r  or a membe r or’ ‘ t - s~ U n ’  Co~~~i t t e - -  of ’  She Polit~~ ro , cleat ’—

1 -avi s ad tL~ r or ~y a-T i:  ~‘ n ’t; , : ’e o ~1u n -. ’ ~ nromotion. Hua ‘n a t  ic

O f  ‘ “ A c ’ t ,in ; ” Psern r ‘ r - u’ o  a r : : -  i-c a o r -  - t, hc ’ nea ion that  his appoint—

‘“ r at  did r :ot. resol -:e the le- ’:er - ;i-~ d ir  nu~~e .

The sirrr i fic  ‘ ‘ i ”  c- u Li U- 1 t . r t. - - ‘I; in the Chinese powe r t rir t ’le

- w cc cx - n i  ned ‘it  l ’ s  f 1:1 a or :m e ra 4 au ;,’ which appeared in Prici vu -- on

- l~~~:- ” r r -n  i ’’ . Fir : t , tc .e Con -u r e : ; t  - t o : ’  n o t e d  that att acks ~~re be ing

r i i ; : I ( ’ ( ,  ‘i , ’s’inst Part y,’ - ,‘ad ~ f - 1  e - ‘dr es in ~I i o i :  S terminology, “ C ip i t ca —

l’it ioni- f r - ” nh “ r C a  : ioai at ,  a r ’ ,e n Cr -h ;-:~ th  1 ower ” )  who had been n - c —
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r i - c ,  c te :i n ~’ t 5 ’  SU ’ d : - ‘~~~, u c o : , ,  - ~, w- .- ,o L ’’i a r -en recenti ,

So ; ’ ’  - to the i r  r u  - . ‘‘‘ - nc , c. - . - c 1 : . : , ’ ito tor oba.er’’,’ed th at t i ’’

a’ t a : :  o f ’  C lrou ~— 1 ’ - i , ‘i’ u :y h i — ; ’u , n i  C a ; , ; I c c -n : ;  C -il left three

v a ’ n ’ i c a  in the ,, t arc i c r ’ Cor :r;U t t e e  ot C - n  CCP ‘oi  r t c -uc ’o  and in

1, Se p osts , -‘; n-d t f ~ t t , : - ‘ i ’  S I :  U , ” ~~~‘ -or:tr’olieu the propagand -

pp .r ;t u s , were rel i c- ’ o’a h’-o t o  - t r engthc ’sr thei r po sit ion—a lttcouit’:

i i t r ;  p h sic-al frailt ,’ ;-: ‘ .- becom i n:’ oo r ~ ‘pra n -n - at . (In this context,

the c:ue”tion of h i , h— l e ci ‘,‘ ‘c ’ : : cc i cn ;  rould 1 c- d i - - c - ct l . : connected to

th e  macration of who c-;ou ld r.c ;- c c-cd ~~~~ o__ T .L . ‘ . ) .  Third, the comrnerl —

tator claimed thot t hin  c- c ’ s  r U s e .  nsc ’ ’e. ‘ - ‘ a t  ~mer . t  ‘ mont ’ l en de r :  ;. .p

c ’cdn’er in tua ’or  of a “ c-c - li: t I~~” d o m e - t i c  and foreign policy an ac-i—

- ited with the so—c -riled “moder Cc- ” or “ ta r- - -rn t i c ” line of represent

tiven; of the adxnini a t r~ -t ~~ve acrid n u t  ‘.r ’ ’ np  a’ nct~~u . These “moderate :-”

ncr-c strengthening their positions in t he  nou n -c of solving current

state -arid economic problems. 1”ourth , the author ~~dressed the me an—

ing ot Hua ’s appointment :

It should be noted th ,t the course of events has led to
the eme rgence in China ol’ a : ;tn - --ct u ir of’ p r tj  and state
leaders who h ave not ~n .t  compromi sed themselves by t ak-
ing a stan d against tb ’s “ l ef t i s t ’- ” rind who are loyal to
Mao Tse—tur ig , but nt th e  crime time their political bio-
graphies seem to as: :i ;n them to t h e  s- ’~ne category of ke~:
official s of the older and middl e generations as the
“moderates. ” For in : -t . ance , H a - i Kuo—fe ng , who , accord—
ing to the i~estern cc c- - ’ , w a r  a c om pr o m i se  selection
for the post of A c - t i c - ,. ’ Premier of ’ t he  ‘t.ot,e Council ,
has been called a repr enaent - ct ~i ’- -r of th i s-  stratum with-
in the Pol i tbu ro 0 ” f t c  CCP fe: fr 1 Cornjttee.100

In this connection , it U’- i n t i ’ : ’ e  sting to note an additional st ate—

meri t by the commentator:

-, 
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Up to now t- ’ 0 ‘5 - ~‘ —t~~n ; - n c :  5’ t c -~~~-f L u - l i , : supported

~ :ce “le t , t ,
“ - -t  CU- s r i -  t i c r e i~cep in~rr the possi—

1 ilit~,- oS n - n c - o ’ e r  open - r iu i  ‘ -sria n i r c g  t c -e  of an
“ .rbitr’’ctor “ : ton- i :  Yr - at 0 - f r  t e i  - -r - ou p ln gs .

Here , the author tt i r s  i rnipiie d th  t. ~-‘ao ;r .i nht  withdraw his support

S corn t I r e  “leftists ,” in or ’cer ’  to m c in t n n c  som e control over the

choice o:’ a successor’, in t he  face  of strong opposition by “moderates. ”

Indeed, the article as a whole suggested that the “leftists” were

relying on an enfeebled ~‘f c o ~ that hi :. support might end even before

his death , and that Hua ’s personal loyalt ,-’ to Mao did not militate

against his inclusion in the rank s of “moderat es” after Mao ’s de-

parture from the political scene . The - ‘author’s characterization

of Mao as an “arbitrator ,” rather than a particip ant in the power

struggle, was cle arly er roneou s in view of t he oscillations in his

personal political power. It is possible , howe ver , to interpret

this statement as a ho’,-tet imp l ic - -t ion  tb -~t Mao ’s physical pow er

and political influence were so diminished that his continued ex-

istence would have little effect on the course of Chinese political

life—except to the possible detriment of his supporters.

The 3oviet comment-ar ’.- notwi t h r - t ’ n ’ I i r ; - ’ , M-ri o ’ ’~ New Year ’s ca~rp - ign

against Teng seemed to meet with additional success by the end of

February, when former President Nixon visited China.~
’0’ The visit

evidently was intended to symbolize M ao ’s dissatisfaction with the

current state of Sino—U~ relations, and signified an appeal for ful-

fillment by the US of ‘agreements mad e per sonally between M~~ and

Nixon regarding the b-’i ance of forces in A r - i  ‘c . 
h., 

This ge8ture

showed that Mao was still -nb i r -  to m ain e h i s  will felt among the Chinese

leadership .
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Nevertheless, the fov i e t s  pressed their characterization of’ ~t-’io

‘ira a spectator in the  power’ struggle between “leftists” and “pror,ci’tists .” -

A 2 April article in T z v est i i a ,  while rioting that “Mao is behInd thi s

entire struggle ,” said th at  the “le ft i s t s ” we re “trying to use him

in their interests. ’ The -author observed t h at  the camp aign againr t

Teng had becom e “fierce ,” nj-id that a 2~ March editorial in People ’s

Paily had quoted Mao ‘~s a-a ’:inr of Tent ’ t h at  “this person draws no

distinction between imperialism and Marxi sm , between white cat s and

black,”
10
~ This phrase unmjrat -akab-l’,’ refers to the strategic issue

01’ China’s international alignm en t .  T h a t  is , a distinction must be

drawn between capitulating to the “social—imperialism” of the USSP

in order to develop and protect China , and rollowirig an independent

path of development , that chosen by Mao , which does not fore swear

Western involvements . The likel ihood that this was a fund~ uental

issue in the power struggle was reinforced by the author ’s comm ent

that, “The question of China ’s economic :-ituation has been ~aosen

105as a pretext for this struggle .”

The climax of the campaign ag a i n s t  T ent’ occurred in early April ,

beginning with the “incident ” in Tien An Men Square. The “incident”

began with the placement of posters and wre aths comemorating Chou

En—lai on the traditional Chinese holida,-,’ of remembrance of the dead

on ~ April.  Several of the po:-ter s-  not onl y eulogized Chou , but

contained remarks easil i construed as attacking Mao. The posters

and wreaths were removed by police , soldiers and militia . The ne xt

140
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day , secondary school students were prevented from placii~ new

p o : t er : , wreaths and a portr’-it of Chou , and demonstrations en—

nnrrad  which lasted all d - - - .’ ~~~ into the evening. The demon—

s t i -~t ion s  were quelled t ha t  :iicht when Wu Teh , M ayor of Peking,

b’-’cked up by PLA troops and militiamen , addressed the crowd and

declared their activities “counter—revolutionary.” In the wake

- ‘ 

of the demonstrations the Politburo met on 7 April and declared

Hua Kuo—feng first Vice—Chairm an of the Central Committee and

Premier of the State Council , and dismissed Teng from ail posts

inside and outside the ~ st - —— althou gh he wa~ allowed to retain

his P arty member ship.10~
The Chinese press seemed to we1coa~e the detnonstr~tione a~

an affirmation of the usefulness of the long—standing caz~~aign

to root out “bourgeois elements” in the Party and society, for

their existence wi: graphicall:- demonstrated by the “thcident.”~~
’

Another interpretation of these events is that the demonstrations

were staged by Tenr ’s opponent to “prove ” his threat and per—

cipitate his removal. Thi s analysis is suppo rted by the reason —

~rir that, after t e  C ~‘arch editori al which seemed to foredoom

his political career , the subsequent “‘anti—M aoist” demonstrations

could not have redounded to Teng ’s benefit.1~~

The public Soviet anal-- sir’ of events at Tien An Men in p art co-

incided with the Chinese pronouncement t h a t  the demonstrations were

“ anti—M aoist” in character , 10’ but went beyond this formu2 Otion in

claiming that the domestic political struggle in China was becoming

more acute and more complicated . f pecl  t i c -a l l y,  the “co~~1icatiori”

wa s due to “ an increasing  process of demarcation in Chineee society,”

~~~~Ii - 
~~~~L--~~~~~~ ~~, _
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‘in ‘ ,- ic’ ~ ,:roups o; :-,-o a ’ i n i -~~’ peop le who oppose the Maoist leader~ sip ’

e i :i, ’ d r - - y r i  into t -  :t~ ~u’~’ le.  The demonstr it ions , claimed the

o’,-Le t s , ~-iere an e xpr e :-r i on  o ’ i- ; i~~esiing d i  ss’tisi action with the

~oist course:

The Mao g r -o un  ‘ F. r -enu: i~~i ‘it -ion of the const ruction of
socialism in China , ~-s~~r -~ condemn s the country to
politic al isolation -‘nd e’onomic stagnation , is
having an es-er - ~r-e - :t er ef f e c t  0 :1 t !:e development
of the couri tr ’’ s politira l lie.~~’~

But since ‘n earlier ~o’-iet~ c’onmentar ,’ had  noted that the “question

of China ’s economic si tu-~t i o n ’ was me re l a ”pretext , ”
111 the present

reference to “politic-i isol - tion and economic stagnation” e~~ressed

the Soviet formulation th’t the s~uestion of China ’s strategic orien—

tation dominated the dispute :non~: the Chinese leaders.
112

The mention of “new groups ” who “oppose the Maoist leadership

policies” raIsed important ~jt~eat ion: - related to Mao ’s person al power.

Specifically, it is possible t h t  this statement alluded to the

“ emergence in China oF a s t , r ’ - t 1~m of part :~ and state leaders,” re-

ferred to earlier in the f o vip t  p re s s , who were loyal to M~~ , but

who , like Hua Kuo—I’enp, hio gr - - -nh ic -~]J:: resembled the “moderates. ”11’3

If this is so, then the importance of Hua ’r’ initial appointment as

Act i n i -  Premier on 7 Fe~-:-i. - ‘ -:‘ , and his appointment as Premier and

P ’r t i f i rs t  Vi ce—C h a ir rn - n two months later , must be carefully con—

r idered. The promotion of H -: ’ wa r — ohv’iousl - a compromi se , but the

degree to which it weakened ~-
‘ - o ma:’ have been considerable . For

example , t r ’ ’ Tea , - w- a s p a~ red over , six of China ’s eleven militar;-’

region : t i 1  r e m - m e d  undea’ the comm and of Teng ’s appointees)”1
1’

j~ ’) 
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?-~or-eover , eve n ,a . tes Ten ’ ‘ 5 ~o 1 it  i s  aT ser : i ~e , se v er al  “mode : - --~ ~~~
- “

who h ad not been : ren since t s ia - ;  nn~ r,i’ of the ‘inti—Te ng c ~:ci  ~~i ’fl ,

retur -nea to puLl  i ’  ~ L e- . 1 sis C (! .~~‘ I t  - upport the conclu : ~o’i

that a “deal” had f-e~
- - r: r n - s e  j~

-
~ he, , -

~~~
‘ L - i , ’~i ch  Teng w a : -  deposed , but

in return the “le f’ti:t :a ” had to moder ate t f c i r  c’a~ p~ j g~~)’L The

possibility that I”,a o had to si -:l-i e important concessions to “Teng ’s

group” in earl;, 197- ; m - . acc oun t  for o’ ~~~~~ insistence in press

articles of that tine that the power’ st r a i : : ’i e  was essentially out

of his hands. But be-’ond recognizing th:it Mao ’ s concessiona to

hi s  opponents were r-srmp tom at ic  o :’ hi~ i- ’ ihened political position ,

the Soviets acted in print to ~x’oloit thi s weakness by making a

signi”icant o’:ertv,r’c’ to the new hi -p ir i n i  , } lij a Luo—i en~ , in late April .

On “8 April , t in e i n  Ps’vd ’~ called on the Chinese to re-

turn to the negoti:ti ru - tahie , -nd implied asi entirel;; new public

‘-oviet r)roposal or norui ’alizinr ’ t he : f lO —~
’-O\ j e t  border si tuation.

The author departed ‘ rota ‘— ‘re - iou: :  ( -  r id -cL - - c  ~ue n t )  Soviet s t a t e m e n t s

that the Chinese h - a -1 demanded ide return of 1.5 million square kilo-

meters of territory , b - noting , deride s the Chinese demar~~, that

speci ’Lc” i11y 33,udd s~ua~re kilometers of tersitor-’.
- were in dispute .117

This was the first public Soviet expression of the area techni c -ill;:

contested in Sino—Soviet border negotiations, and while, ther~fore ,

not actually a new Soviet bargaining position , it did bring the pre-

cise border issue into the open and contradicted ~noist claims of

Soviet intransigence. In thi s- re spect , the article can be vie-~o- L:

as -‘in attempt to u n d e r - m i n e  the -~nt i— [-o ’ie t . position ~i t d in  the

- - 
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- n d  ‘~~~ o f  r s t h e  new l ’ r emier  an opportUni t ,’

to t - d : ’  ~~~e in i t i ’~ ~~~~‘ i n ’-. l e ’  so : k .~ 1r ‘ -t -;ice toward the UiS~.

in t — ~Ju n : e , the f o a l  “t. r e -  Y’ i~~aed their ‘C April  “feeler ” for

i~ - t t e r ’ r e lat ions  w i t h  ( ‘h i n a .~~~

‘ito in June , t a e  pos-sib ilit  of -a “deal” between Mao and his

opponents was acknowledged in the Soviet press. An article in the

17 June Pr3\~~a noted tha t  while there anpeared to be general unanimity -

in the Chinese press in its praise of the Cultural Revolution, and in

condemnation of “ cap i tal is t  roaders , ” there was obviously “a split

in the country unequalled in intensit;,’ since the late 1960’s”:

The important question now i:- whether the so—called
“leftists” will find the strength to change policy
despite opposition throughout the country..  .Since
the diso rder ’s in P ek in-~, Chin a watchers have been
debating whether the rise of the “leftists” signifies
a possible change in tj~~ Rolitic-al line adopted by
Teng Hsi-a—ping ’s ~roup.i’1~

ince onla’ a few weeks earlier the .;oviet press had referred to th e

intensified Maoist c- amp -u ps a ga i n s t  the “arising” bourgeoisie wi thin

the Part ;, and to ~- -ao ’s appeal to u se  the masses to “carry to the

finish” the rout of Teng Hsiao—ning ’r supporters ,’1’~° the possibilit’

o~ a “ change in the nolitical line” h: Teng ’s group suggested collusion

between Teng ’s- s-u p n o r t e r - . : and their Maoist- opponents. Moreover,

t h e  s’aertion of “whether the so—called ‘leftists’ would find the

- - t r e n ’th to rhrr ng ’ nolic ‘,“ clean : indicated that the Soviets wi s- sed

to irm’i- . - a shi ft in influence a ’.~:— i , ’ from the “le :tir--ts,” and th at t h e

“rise of the ‘left. - ‘ “  hin~ed u’-,on a “deal” with Teng ’s supporters.

1 , 1~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~-~~~~ -~~~-



~
‘

~
‘ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

dot .  long -a t e r -- .. - - i  - ,  
, f .  a i t s  s , in  Q~~ f ; of t r ( ~ r a h -rpca t .

at t  t k s  on the U n i t - - i  t -  t , i 
~~
‘, a,oa tf  - , -- ~~ “ ‘~ i t h d i ’ : - w - , l  of

r h .  ,‘~ra i ’n i c -  n or’ c t - . “cr !‘o: - ’ -  j j - f r ’~ ‘~~~ r ue - ,’. t ,~~Cj 5  -~e te r m .~ —

-i t i o n  to “1ibe~- -it ’ “ T - i t :  ~ 1 1 
~ t l-~i~-r , t h i s  cle’irl ,

2:n~lieu a t u ft - sw - t a r  I as I ’ - n i t  t t o :  i.t~ a~ of  iadl iorat ir i j ’  the

‘ -t o— ’. 1:~~;aa  probl em .’ Co-,- :r - - e ’  , t i-i s - -a n - - t ent n u n , e mu st be

teraape~ ef b the f - n i . H i ’ t, i.e : t- tea rant ~ . rn-lie in connection

:-;It b t: c- - - th  ‘unn i  - :er - r - -  of  i ts - t a t  of the Kor’e-un ‘!ar , and so

rn~a h ‘-e been nerd  i l t e to r - i c - a l . Moreove r , subsequently Chinese

ol f i n  J r  in Peking cocap l’ii,ied to ‘ester’s ‘i a ;i to : - : - bout the r-e—

quent “incidents” -
~lon -- t r~e C ‘c’uo— To’:iet Uot ’hcr’~ indicating ta rt

no Ic eni~~ of C h i n c - a c — oviet  tension :: h-r d occurred.’~~

3;: the Summer o~ l97(~ the fo-;ict :: had dec ided to make their

public position on Chinese  dome : tic u f ~ irs  explicit and unequivo—

c l. In August , an article in homrnun i st  ret  forth a clear Soviet

exposition of ’ the situ ation in Chin- , ‘irs: announced Soviet ex-

pectations with re spect to no] I~. i a - a l c ents .  ~riefl:-’, the art icle

-t r - e: ned the notion t ii -t bee - sac 1-f ao had ‘en rted from the course

of ~f- urxism—Lenini :rn, t t ie  soci l i t. ‘y i n ,  of  the Chinese revolution

had I cen all but undone , nd a- - the ‘ c t  t - l-our ’peoisie , rather t h -~n

t h e  prolet r i t , -alcd Chin- •
~~ - - I :  t h i s -  si tu-t ion  wa s not re—

- ‘era  ed , continued Ko ;: - sr i  - I , I a ’a S s the d n ’cr’ t-L - i t  the Chinese

- bourgeoisie could ‘ -ill r id e r -  :- r l a m i n a t i o n  of the foreign

l o ’ir gc o ia . i e . 14 1-~ o , by enli : t i n ’  the support of the most re -cti on -~r;

se ’rr ent  of the Chinea e nett,’ bou t c~ IC , a :  0 acted contrary to t h e

1 ~
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~nte:c , ts of the wi le- :55 5- 5 of  the p opulat ion—p -,rticular’i the ci. —

t ied peasants. Objectirel ‘, t hi s  dli,: -u t i :  I - ‘-tion could p 1 — , 
‘ 

-

~ mo-st importan t role in bring i ng do~m the t~uoist re~ ime , but it

was not b : itself deci i’.-e: ~~Jer~ much here depends on a subjective

factor , in part , on how corre ’tL;: this or that . leader points out the

path to a spontaneous movement .” 1 ’ ’  The article left no doubt as

- ‘ to who should lead the “snontaneou s movement ,” or as to which path

it should follow:

...objective r’e’lit~ dern - nd : a return to the healthy
political course acr - e~ted b- - the Chinese Com munists
in 19~~, ended with the rcvola ,tjon of 19U-, to normal—
ize relations with the Soviet U: ion , (- e’id) other
count ries of the socialist  comm onw ea l th  in the name
of the inte rests of C}-in- itrclf . 1. t’

The Soviets were sa- ;inj t hr t  Ch in ese  leader: :  who had advocated a

“healthy politic-al course , ” -and ~-er e there fore expunged during the

Cultural Revolution , but had since been rehabi l ita ted , would be

pre ferred by Moscow. In support of  such le aders, the article set

fo rth Moscow ’s promise of “a better f orm o ’- intern ational ~~&i st ance

to the Communists and workers of the PRC , ri sing to the struggle a—

gainst Maoist autocracy.~
T
~~

’
~ The articl e concluded , character—

isticalig, with an expres sion o f ~;oviet willingness to normalize

relations with China.

Beyond the obvious imnlications o~ this article with respect

to the questions of succession a-nd r ’ipprochement , two additional

imolications should be noted . First , b~: emphasizing the petty—

bourgeois character of Chinese nociet::, the Soviets were establish-

ing the theoret ical  b a s i s  for a new socialist re -olut,i on in China.
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lh e  5ov i e t  f o risu [- t r o s  3~ o ’’~~ ’ - ~ a i’ O x , - -~ i . - ‘- -- :-c t r tioa ilz t~~ -j :,,

potenti~ll . .’ usei~l to “i:e lt: for~ - - - “  -. -ho n i - - t u t  se ~uest Co’iic’t

assistance in their a ti1~j’f’flC aj ’ - i : : - .t !‘ -o. - -con’i , “bourgeoi u

h ad been an epi thet  u : ;ed  by tha o a, m a t  hi: enemies. Here , it

wi s being used to characterize ~‘ao -~nd his ,~x-oup , r~ d was combined 
-

with the ac cusation that  Na o had ic - I  China to the brink of forei &n

dominations. It is noteworthy th -t two months later Mao ’s “leftist”

supporters were being denounced in China in term s consistent with
a 

‘ ‘this article. ‘Ihat is , th e r’apidl~ changing events in China

actuall;-’ c ame to resemble the Coviet polemic ! This is not, of

course, to impute i connection between this article and the ult irr, - it c

fa l l  of the “Gang of Four ,” but it is nevertheless interesting to

consider that the Coviet norms-nt a’ - ”uite rpeci~~cally supported

the position of Chinese leaders- seek~inp to discredit Mao ’s suppo r ters .

When the Kommnuni st article -~apeired in August, China was sr:dcr—

going a period of incre asing politic~ l unre :t. Reportedly , f-3ction—

al dispute s had occurred in a - c- ’es-al bi t ’ cities , and nation~i politi-

cal is-sues were being mani p u i - .ted to serve local factional ends.1

It is likely that the “Popular Tree Incident” in the Kore an De-

militarized Zone, m d  the U: a nd Chinese re—~ction to it, figured

importantly in high—level Chiuier e debate .  Following the murd er

of two US Army off icers  in Panmunj om by North Korean soldiers, “in-

formed off icial s” in W -’ishington reported that  Peking , at Washington ’s

request, had played a major role in Pyongyang ’s abrupt switch fran

47
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agamessiveness to a le: ho; t i l ’-  : I. - is-”- . 
1 cm Th i s  r epre : i -nte d Sri

import-nt decision ‘oi fn~si ‘ - l e t ~- : - s a p ,  i i i  s-ta ~t it contra1 (:ici ~

e ar l i e r  public pro c’ a Lan a : , a r ’~ ) r I , “ox - ~ox’ t h  kore a , and snow s- - :

th  t Ch in i h ~d no ab ,~cr t ion :  to t - # -  U ‘ p re - rnc ’ e in South Kore

The  decision to 3CC C 5 to the U,~ :- ‘ -~~:e: t l ikel : - represented a de—

,e- m t for pro—Soviet Chine ae le-; -:cr -r , who night have t:oped to pa’—

iay US—North Korean ho : t il it i e ;  into -a rer~uest  lo r  ‘ fraternal ss—

sistance” from the Uff S
.

Mao apparently pla:’ed hia la:-t card immediately bel’ore his

death on 9 September. At a b-~;ia ~uet  in honor of former US Secret -.j’:

of Defense J-~nns Schlesinger , Chine se Foreidn Minister ~~ ia~5 ~~

hua decl ared that the rivalry for “world hegemony” was growing a n :

was  “bound to le-~ to a new world war.” 131 In thi s conne ction,

according to Chiao, the  ovi et Union war the m ain thr~ -a:t to pe ace.

Chiso praised Schlea;iiy -er ‘s- as- ers-ment a ’ t sP  goviet h n i O~~, hu t  in

remark s which could hr interpreted foremost as critical of pro—

Soviet Chinese le- ;de - - , - ‘r’  wel l - in  Fo~~ ‘:d~ in i s -t r ’ation policies ,

he stated that ,

Gory rontcr with the “a~)-n : ionirt - ‘ a t - i t i o n s  of t h i s
superpower , orne people tr ppe -sement - m d  con-
cession or r - ” n r ,acr i ’- in p  other:; in - in at temp t to
protect th~ rp . ‘-l”e~~. This is, Of course , wishful
thinking. 1

~

Upon Mao ’s death , the fo’iiet Union a r t  r ut  in earnest to public—

l:i show good intentions tow- rd a po-t4 ’ao China. Press articles

were “correct,” even compliment ,r-:,a toward the memory of’ Mao. 133

Soviet officials visited the Chinese cmbn ss’ i t ,  Moscow and signed

the book of condolences. 1
~

4 N e v er t n e l e s - s , less th~ a a week after

_ _ _ _ _  - - ~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~ - ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



Mao ’a death the o - - i c l  i s -n or :  - !  a t ’ ’ r t  U .  t, t~r e i e  i ’ d  be ’ :, rio class y-

in t h e i r  prop agand a “I  15’ ” ‘W Y .  ~~C
1 : 1 I a ’ ;  5 :( ! expressed support Ior

“health-: forces”- ‘mmd a t . i c ’ h - l i -  -a t m - ~ t a , - t ’ ~rrnir:e “r s~i c - l ” inf’laeri ce

- in the Ch i n e s e  mu lt i’ -
. - pecific dl - , on it septembe r -i Soviet

radio braodcest tP m t u ;  s-cl ‘a former Soviet, militar:i advi sor tc Ckü ri a ,

who appealed directi ,’ to t hoa  e PLA coiaa ~~,ridcis who s-so le arned their

c ra f t  with a s s i st -n r c  Yr -on t ab s - UGf °  ~‘to s o n s - t a r i t i ; ?  tell your y~~rng

- ‘ 
f igh t e r s -  about the 1 ’lo;’i ou s- t r a d i t i o n  ota  f i n o — t oviet  militant friend—

shi p so as not to let them Y ’aI l vic~ im t o a at i— :~~’-iet  prop a~ anda. ” 133

The implication w - a t h at the  :ov~ ets till hoped to e~~loit th e

struggle among the C hi n s - as - l eade r  for  con t ro l  over the militar;,’ .

China continued to state publicly that her policy was still

anti—Soviet , but there were con t rad i c to ry  expressions of her anti—

Soviet stance. For example, an article in the Party’s- journ al ,

Red F l a y ,  called the Uf ~~ a m “-~ - p e r  tiger , ’ while a comment ary by

the official New China News A genc :-’ ( U C W; ’- referred to the USSR sa

a “military menn ce .~~
136 

~~~
- ,‘ interpret -mt - ion of this difference is

th at the statement in s-cl H - - a ’ represented the ~ssition of the pro—

Soviet group in the Chinese leadership, for the oviet Union ,

charac te r ized  as- a “ta m per  s - t a ’s - s -, ’ t h u :  pre a ented no threa t  to- China.

On the other hand , the yGNA comment ary set I ortn the dissenting

views of those who had support ed a ~‘- io i r t  conception of the USSF .137

I conclude , then , tb-at the deb ts- ove r Chin - i ’s a t raategic orient ,t~ oa

was continuing into the post—Mao e m .

“9

-- ---- ~- ——,-- - - _~~&~~_~ __ ,  ~~~- -- ~~ -~-- -~~~~~~ - -,-~ --~-- ---~~~~ 
- --- -‘~~~--~~~~--- ~~-~~~~~~~~~ -—-



I ~
T
~IIIII

The fi rst hi:~ia—lc”el Co’!ic-t exposition of post—M ao “Cnir,,

policy” was a r t icu la ted  U:.’ o’.ict Foreign ~inister Andrei Grornyko

in a speech to the U C on fS t - r ~~m - ,r a ’-r .  }~e ~~pealed for a normal-

ization of relations- wi th  the PT’C , hut , also invoked iorg — :t a :m d i n g

Soviet proposals for an A : a i a n  ras-curit - teo and a nuclear te5t

ban——measures lon~ u n p ; i ’ t m b l e  to Pekin~.
1
~~

’ Howeve r , as if to

c o n t ra st  with Grom -’ko ‘ s- sor e s-n , -a s-. en s - a  s”i / new basis for f ino—

Soviet rapprochement ‘,- - ‘~s p u b l i a - e i  -on 1 r c - t u h e r , on the ?lth ann —

versary of the found ing of th r  P T C .  In addi t ion to the c o r i g i - a t u —

1-atioris to the Chinese people and ‘a call for normalization of a~ - —

l at i o na . , conveyed b:’ both P:’r”d a ad i Z ’ s-- ~~~ 119 on that  (15 - in

authorit- -tive article U - ‘ t a -as- p a - e u n o r i  ~‘aQ~~a and h:g~d ’~~ laced . Alek—

sandrov appeared in r- ‘- r i ’ .  The  a r t i c l e , without once mentioni ri.~’

Mao , gave a resume of Chinesr soci-’ a l i a t  -achic’vemeat s and Soviet as-

si stance in these a~çcomplishjrs-nts since ‘~1!II. The author stre s s-n

all of the friendly gesture~a of the U:’’T toward China, and re—

affirmed the Soviet desire to establi sh better relations with the

PRC and “ see China as -a f l o u r i r h i r a f  soci ali a’ -t. power.” Absent from

the article was the usual  i - - i n s - a r  -and condemnation of Chinese in—

transigerice. R e f e r r I n g  to the period of friendship and cooper at ion

of the USSR and F-SC , Aleksandrov stated :

Up to the l~)’~~’s t he ’ C h i n e s e  Peop le ’s ~epub1ic , to-
ge ther with ot - la~~;- p e - i ce— loving s t - ,U’ s, took an actl--e
part in so l” in r  ma , or i n t c r n - t i s - : : - . i problems and con—
sistenti--’ “nvored th e  i m p l e m e n t  - -tion of general and
complete l a s  n,a -; rn s-r at , t i r e  p e - r e  ‘ ui coexi ‘;t ence of
states w a t diffe rent social a ‘t c ’~~s rind ~~~ conçlete
elimin- -at~ ~i ~~f coioruia l iaa: . ‘ u r i c’ t h a t  tim e the
Soviet Union warm] - pnortr t -ur ~a ~rriportant ini t i—
itives pror ‘-ed h ‘‘ a- fl~ a r e - r e  e ’s Fepub lie  as

50
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the cre ation of z o r r e a  of pe a ce in ~c i a  and the Pa ci dc
Ocean and the s lr n i r a a ’  of 3 r i ecur it -  p -ar t  riuam ~ the

a m Asian countries , ~~ tia t h e  TJ~, p - r t ~~cip at !~~~.

The implication of this- a t - it ems -n t  was  t b -m t .  not oni w - s  the ;oviet

- - 
~ Union prepared to improve relat ion s ‘,~‘i th - i : : , but that the Uf hd

migh t ev en suppo~~ -Thins-se initiative s tow arra improving relations

with the United States! The consequence:- of this declaration , if’

taken at face value , would he hig h ly  u n f av o r able to those Chine se

leaders who had taken a position of unremi t t ine  hostili ty toward

the USSR , and who sought m a t e - ad independent development with - , e :  tern

- a :  iaa t an ce , namely , ~-~ -o , and h i s -  a u p r o r  t e r a  , t i m e  so—called “r ad ic -r i s  .“

— 
‘ith this statement , t h e  So-~~rt e1imin -t~ tse ‘ o f j e r t i ve” race-I

for Chinese antagonism s-or--ar C the USfl’- ——thua undercutting the “ r - d i —

cal s” position and e n h an c i n g  t h e  r- atiora nie for a “pro—3o viet- ” orien—

tc ’ t io :, .

Hu -a moved agains-t. the - -at a —So viet  “) e ! t i s t s , ” ri cing them

under arrest with arm ,’ ari a I at’ince -as c - ar - 1:’ as C- or ~
‘ October , and

— at the same time the Politbu ro -
- are a Hua the new Chairman. There

was some delay in t,r,e official public announcement of these e~’ents ,

raising the possibiltt-; that Hun h a d  r io t -  ‘at completely secured his

position .141 But despite the l a ck of  imme dia te  definitive con-

firmation of the politic -il situ ation in ;:hLra - , reports of the arrest

of Chiang Ching (Mme ?-~‘mo ) -and other prominent “leftists ” co in c id e d

with the appearance of wali—po - -ters during t } m ~’ weekend of 9— 1- f (fc—

tobe r which announced t h - ,t Prime M i n :~~~”~ Hu a Kuo—fe ng wae succeed —

ing ~-~‘mo as Party Chai rman -and Command er—in—Chief of Ct , ina ’s arme d

11,2forces.

1
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As soon ~s ti-re foviets le .i’n,- -rr 0 ’ s - r e  s- e’:er ,t S , t ’ e  ‘

the strength o~ Hus ‘r no: it-ion t - un o ’~f ic - i ~~ 
- “ie ir ~in,” ” r —

n a t~j:a to the Chins-ac. The ta ’s-  t - a g r j a , . t (;hinn w a  con’;~- ~- : in

- , an article whi ch v - - l i-st  p u t l i a  f red  in ‘ a r 1 t. two e’:~~t iO: s. O~

the London Evenin~ :~e,,- -a on 12 October , - a-id repr’inted in the L o r a d a r ,

Daily News and P a r - i a  i- r-ance—Soir on 11 r t obes . 5’
~ Inc  author w , .

Victor Louis, a : oviet- journalist and ,‘-enortcd KGB operat ive who

has on occasion been the instrument U -  whi ’-r~ the  Soviet leadera ’ra p

has made thinly—di sguised th reat s  against m~~ j s-~’r~ P articularl :-- - ,

his services had been used b - ‘ the fov i e t :  aurir a :: the Sino—So viet

border crisis 01 1969 . On is- September’ l’i&9, an article s u t f r o i - mad

by Louis in the London a 
~:‘arri ra~ -~ews brought the  border crisis to

a high—point . Louis indic ted tha t  the “Brezhnev Doctrine , ’ wuich

had ju st i f ied the W a r s a w  Pa c t  Ln ’ - - : - io n  0 ” C z e a o  io k in , could be

applied to Chin a, s-f t China ’ s- n u c l e a r  c s -r a t e r  ‘t Lop Nor w as  a t a r —

j get of Soviet m i c a  11cr - , - ad th t r le cri er mi ght emerge from “ anti—

l’~-ao ~oi ’r es--” who ~~uld ‘rst~ other  -~o c i l L : - t  count r ies  for “fr ’ tenaal

he 1p. ”~~
’1 The Soviet  t 1 m-r - - t  of in t e r - - c a t i o n  and n u c l e ar  bomb a:~i—

ment induced the Chinese to aae~~o ti~~te s e a  t d e  boundary iesue in .

October l969 .1~ 5

This precedent , r e t in 10/7 ,  w a r  ,pp r -en t ly  the rationale be-

hind Louis’ article of October 1976. Louis wrote that with the

nti— So viet “radicals” in di’-grace , the time was ripe for rappr oche-

ment between the PF’C -inC U 1 2  . According to Louis, the Soviets

wer- ~’ counting on C hj n e : e  mi li t- ir :  men ~ -c h a d  been tra~ned in the 

-- -  - “-.‘~~~~~~~
- _ I_- ’ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ —-- -- - —‘ — - — __*‘__ — -- —--- ~ -.--- --- _Jiillhlliii



Uf3SP during the earlier period of military and economic coopercition ,

and who appreciated To’:let m i - at , to aavr in g the bal ance of Chinese

polic-’ to cooperation ~.-ith t i e  foviet Union :

it is- gener ‘all” believed in !~or cow th -t there are
still some Chine:  e r r i l i t  mm;  le der -a of the older gene r—

— -‘tion with whom it could ,at~ 11 be po c sible to reach an
agre ement . .(who ) - a r e  c~ap -t a i e  of ac u r atel :  a:- sessing
Soviet mil i t-ar’ -’ m i gh t  end of re als - s-nj: that it is not
a paper t i re r .~~ ’-

Louis went on to imply th - t ‘a major - i t : :  of ::o--iet leaders were anxious

to tt ack China , so the new Ch ine se  policy should be fo rthcoming

“within the coming month .”~~
7

5oviet insiste nce , through Louis, t hat  the USSFi was not a “paper

tiger ,” contradicted the official Chine:-e formulation , s~~ctioned

by Hua Kuo—feng)’~~ Sin ce , in n:’ anala’:raica, the “leftists ” in the

Chinese leadership had claimed th at the USffP was a “military menanc e,”

the Soviets could not advance a characterization of’ Soviet might

identic al to that of the “left ists ,” with impunity , until there

was no danger of such a formul at ion being used by the anti—Soviet

“leftists ” to support their position . This, I believe, account s

for the timing of the indirect Soviet t h r e ”t , th at is , after the

“left ists” were under arre st . Howeve r , the ~uestioa of why the

Soviets took such ‘a bold step , out of ch aracter with other public

exp resrions of good—will toward Chin’:, is less easily e~~ lained.

The Soviet maneuver war ’ intended to elicit a re3ponse , probably

from the Chinese mi lj t , a r  - ,  or eve n from Hu a , himself , in order to

test the degree of d n a , ’ : support in, or control over, the Chinese

military. This would be entir ~e I : , con - ~~1 ’ -’nt with continuing Soviet

5:
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i n t e r e a  t in the Ch in e : e mi l i t- :- ; :  - i a  a force f o r  rapprochement .

:- i:-r :i a~~ca nn t  s-v , su~ - c - -u i -a t  c ent s- showed that tri e Chinese did re c—

pond to fc .iet o ~ x - t u r c - a — m s - r i m  pa to tLe threat —but this would

not become evident until the end o - s-r to b-e r .

A s if to an:~.’.’ea r t he  o ’ i r a t - r ; , the Chinese on 17 October con-

ducted an underground r,urlea,r teat , ~r~r attributed its success to

recent dr c i :a iona  of the CCP ‘ntr’ - :l Commit tee  “headed by Comr~~c

Hu a Kuo— feng .”~
” ’  The imp lI cat i o n  w a S  ta rt  while Hua was in ch rge ,

he wac not so j r ’s- i-- ’ in power that  t h e  Th in s-se  press could announce

his accession to t h e  ch a  1 r’r. - ar i a h i p .

On the diplomatic - a-oat- , the ~o”iets on 19 October condu cted

exte-n: “c meetings the hi ’hest  P - r t  and a t ::te leve l wi th  repre-

sentative s of the ?~~~
Ti
, “nd concluded r~e ; ot i at i on r a  in ~~ich “the

partici p ants.. .gave ceci l :ttention to the t asks of securing peace ,

security and good—neighborliness in A s i a  on the basis of the corn —

bined artrengtheni:rr r of ’ -all Asian atates.~
1
~~ By repeating the

long—standing formula l’or an A ci an  security scheme , which had been

rejected by the Chine : e , ri nd by reconi ’irming Coviet~~1ongolian ~oli—

darity , the Soviets implied tI - t  t r e  ir policy of “cont aining” China

would continue .

Similarly, Bre zhnev ’s L5 October speech to the CPSU C entral

Cortinittee Plenum implied that  nothing h-ad ch-inged between the US~~

and PRC . Brezhnev noted t h at  a comp licated polit ica l  process was

ocruring in China , r ,nd th at ~t was p:’c sentl:-’ d i f f i c u l t  to say what

t a r e  future politic- ’i course of the P C  would be. But it was alr~ ad;,-

-——- - ~~~~ -“ ~~~~~ —-. —-~~~~ — - -— --~~~-~~~~~~ -~~~ -~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ - -~~~~ - - ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ - .-



clerr  tha t  “the 1oreir ’ n polic - line pursued by Peking in the course

of a decade and a h - i f , h as  b-eec solidl:,’ diarsedited throughout the

whole wor ld. t~l5l~ H e then o f ’ -e r e d  to rca tore relations with China

on the basis of “PC ce~ i1 coexi st ence , ” a: with In’ - other country ,

but further expres:;ed the hope th t good r d ’ s Dna could be restored

-~~ the principles of “ socialist int e rnat iona~~ tzn .” In this con-

nection , he emphasized that  in r’el:at ions between the USSR and PRC

“there are no questions which could not be resolved in the spirit

of good—neighborliness. ‘ e will act in th i s directior~ further...

(it) will depend upon which position will be taken by the other

sid e. ” 1
~~

Then , in a further bid for  normalization , Bre zhne v sent con—

gra tul a tion s to ‘ Com r -~-de ” Hu ” Kuo—fe ng on his form al accession to

the post of CCP Ch-’irm’n . The me ssage wa~ noteworthy bec~~se ,

:or t5~ f i r s t  tine in m a -n c ,rs, ‘a Thi s-c rc  o f I i c i ~-l was add ressed

as “Comrade ,” and b e c c u a c  the nominal sender of the message was

Brezhnev, rather than ~‘ So viet oa ~ - - n i z ’ r t i o n . The Soviet greeting

Was  rejected out of hand by the Chinese.~~~

k- spite the Chine se rej ection , the a;o~rj etc through Victor

Louis, conveyed the impression t h a t  the t~ r e - mt had worked and that

the re were indication s that the Chinese had acted to ii~~rove Sino—

Soviet relations . In an ~&rticle which appeared first in the London

Evening News on 29 October , and then in Paris France—Soir on 1

November, Louis report”i ~rcxra a Sino—So viet border town that re-

l ations between cu stom s o f t i - ~i’:la had c ’ : - , i -~ e from hostile to rrr ic  able ,

and that  anti—So viet t r act - - had been removed - r c~r the Chinese a:: , i l W i , .
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st ation. Louis concluded t n t  a “cert ain change” in Sino—Soviet

relations had tah- :en p 1 c c  in i s- cs  t h an  a month , “ r is . . .predict~- - : . ” 1 ‘ ‘

Ca ,a’~ousl’,’, the official -u t n r c - a  t t h  mt~ time acknowledged no

5uch “change” in ~ino—floviet rel - -tionn , -nd on 2 November even corn—

alained that the Chinese  p r ’s-s -s- continued to repeat anti—So viet ‘at t ) CY , 5 .

Howeve r , on i ~o’- -enber , a So viet ed it o r i al referred to Sino—

Soviet relations in the l,’an rr u a r r e t h a t r3rezrm -:ea- had used in his 5

October speech, but with certain significan t differences . Essential—

a 
ly, the editorial st ated that rel at ions between the two countr ie s

should be based on the principles of “ soc ia l i st  internatio na lir a rr , ”

that there were no is-sues between the U5:y and PRC which could not

be resolved in a spirit of ~‘good—rieighborliness ,” -‘~ri~i that the matter

depended upon the position the “other side ” would take . The edi—

toriai. va ried from Brezhnev ’s e arlie r formul ation in that the re fe r-

ence s to uncertainty over the future political course of C hina , and

the offer to establish relations on the basis of “peaceful co-

exi stence ,” were omitted .~~~ Thus , the  article conveyed the im-

pression that China and the ~oviet  Union were on friendlier term s ,

nd pe rhap s that Ch in -  had - acce p ted the  “peacef ul coexistence ” pro-

posa l.

Further evidence that  there h~~1 been a ch&~~e in Sino—Soviet

relations was contained in the con ~ r- t i i i  - t o : -  - message sent by the

PRC to the US~~ on the ~th n n i ’ ,’er a - ar :-  of the October Socialist

Revolution. Superficiall- : , there did not appear to be much differ-

ence between the current and p -a rt anni versary ne ’s: ~~~ • For ex-

ample , the Chinese - ated t h a t  t h i  would “support and develop int e r—

______ - - - -~~~~~~~~~~ -~ — 
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state relations on the basis of the five principles” of peaceful

coexistence , which was not a departure from the previous year .

d o - -c - e i - ~ for the f’ir :-t t ime in a e , e n  yea r ’s  the message did not re - —

fer  to the border problem , and did not tie imorovement in Sino—

a Soviet relations to the solution of concrete problems. 1’57 Othe r

e”ents su r rounding the anniversary nroved € - ( u a l l ’ interesting . —

A t the traditional s-j i l t  ar - p - r ~~ e there w a r  rio mention of China

b ’  ~inister of De a en:e ~ 
- s r -h i ~irn i t r i  I ’ . t :r r o i ’ , whereas in l~ 7 -

ve rb~a l at t ack  on Ch i n ’ , b -  th e  la te  fl~ a - t er ’  of Defense Marshal

A~ra I~ -c-i  A .  Grechko -~~~-- o~-c~ the Chi ne~ c Arr - b- ~s - a - - d o r  to leave the re—

vicwir ~r st -and . or ’o\ ~ r , f ar  the i s - i -  U is c in about a dec -de ,

the ranking Chinese di -~iora’at - -t the tr’- L tional evening celebration

Or the holiday held the Kremlin , hea rd no anti—Chinese speec hes a

and did not walk o:a t .~~
k Contemnor ~a ne-au nly,  on 8 Novembe r both

‘h r -~~’d- and Iz’,- e a t H - .  repo rted th at a ;o’;iet a ilm documenting the

October revolution had been rhoun on Peking television, and would

be shown throughout China .1’9 U ’r ’ s~u c - : t i on a b l : , then , between October

and November a ch -~n~’e , app -:r cntl~’ favorable  to the foviet Union ,

had indeed occurred in ino—f ’o’~iet  rel at ions .

The Soviets attenio ted to r e i n f o r c e  the imp ression of an ameli o—

r at ion of hostilities between the tvo countries in a lengthy article

p u b l i s h e d  in Izves-t i i ’r  on t Ire 110t h anni~-e r a a ar;,’ of Sun T at—sen .

The art icle r-trea- :er ! the v a lu e  o the coo-erati ’ -e measur~~e in Stho—

3 o ;rP t .  rel ations ch-rrn ioned by -un , and t h e  reverence of the USS~I

for  thi s “rreat f r r e r r c t  o r the o ’ i ~~t ~-ieo~-,1e. ” The article noted

t b - -i in Sun ’s t ine ii h” d been t~~i ~asprr i “ l i r t  powers which had
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- us~ uy a t e d  Chin ’s, ‘ii i , ~n a statement ~~ich could be interpreted

as cr i t ic ism of pre :;ent—cth - .’ fino—Americ ri relations, observed that

the -oviet Uni on h - d  e ir l ,~~~n rent to f a i n ’s  a~~ ambassador as a

diplomatic repre sentative , i- a t i i e r  tb -ar: -in cave:;’ , “ as was the prac t ice

of the capitalist power :-, ~-,h i cr i  : liy h ted China as a second—r te ,

dependent country.

Nevertheles s, on I .~ flo’—en:ber t h i n - - , in speech by Deput:-,

Premier Li Hsien—nie-n at de~- :i:ia : ’ ’s- Gre - it if ii of the People , i lat l -~

rejected -a return to :-iendl~’ rel-tions i-:~th the Soviet Union.

Cle -r r’l .’ re l’errin - to - ‘o ’-ie t ii ” or ’ta to nort r -
~~~
‘ -‘in improve ment in

fino— :’oviet relations , L~ a t - t e d  th - t  t :-- ie :‘ ovie ta ’ “kept creatin ~-’

a lse  irrprer3ion-- o’ relax- -tiori of rc’t~tions .“ He di~~nissed this-

as “ r ’ inh f ’ui thlnl- :iny ” - ed  “ - a ’ a r  r a. l .fl ! . Th e Soviet Ajnbas~ ‘id or

- r d  o ther  Soviet—bloc- dlnio’- - - t - r  hrd e . r l i e r ’  .-: alked out 10 protest

at other remark s- b ’  Li . ”1

But the Soviets were hcrar ’ul ti t. -a r :ipprochement could be

effected , and corr t rrue ’i to r u r i o u a - l a ’  cxnrcsc this view publicly.

A ~3 November Soviet px’e - ranT-I 1’:: o ’ the Chine se  situation in—

plied that the pure r oi’ the “l a U :  t s ” and the current Chi n se

“balanced” ree~ is atioS.  of pol i t icrai  c an :paii ’na of the past ten

ye-ir s , including the Cultural r evolution , which revealed the nega—

ti’ s- side of these c ’iJn p a- i- -~rs , were leading toward more moderate

policies in cultur-4 nd economic matters——that in , policies followed

before the Cultural Dc..oiutjon
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f~\ fa 1’ the  n e x t  c~~ 
- t~~j : 1 i: ~ ‘j a :  ~ri-a refior: J c i r —

t a r t - acos , which h - c  I - er: o cr ur r i r i ’ i n  Chin ar ’ som e t ine , i : L r ri~~~—

fled in to armed ci, a her- , -rid Cu a N-nt t-rao; to r a c l i  t n  f i - T h t —

‘—
- ‘i-

t s ’ . - fl:i the 1 - - a. 1 .  ot  p - -e r a a - n o r - r i - :isp - r: f . t - i t that t ime ,

it a -  po - -sible to conc l: a~~- th t . t - .i rj ~~,~~ j - in t i c  provi:oe~ re —

elected the ‘st r~ : - - - ’ l r -  J o r  no. O C c u r r i -  - 5 t a ’  - -t e n  , - m U  t f :  S

ta’ root ir  sue s-- : pot c a n t i ’ iU r a -  ~
- s-i - or t :e  o’:~ et sac :, .  or

ex- -rr rir- , “mi lit- s, ron t~ oi” h - id to t~ - s - I  n i t  ~~~~ in  I r:ie.r Cru ,’iri c e , a

t i  a t e u i c ’ : l l,  loc - t ia - olapo ’ ~~t i’ ‘I a i r - ,’ - s .  n s -  CU-~ eri I ,- -o~ ’inci ‘1

~
‘ -ct Leader , Li -a C h i n — b  a , rio ‘ - ‘a - • 0 :enr H a  o-

pus ’ , had been pur~’e i  r I o r i : , - the  Cu t i i  e :oa~~t i c r  r~ t r ain e—

habi l i tated  in 1d7~ . 1,1 .0 h - i  1 r a i n ‘sac a:~~e - t  O f  riot - Ot t  c~a .  in

ha: pr-os-race , reportedi,: in- t a ’ -at ef L - Cif r i ’  Chirp ’ - r i d re: -  ‘ le r t i  -A ’

‘s-a n , o r - t s .  Contosa~or-~neo’cr 1 -it if the -:isp t ’ s f  of troop s ic

1-rabi en Province , t i :.’-c- -1ae: -e r r ~i i 5  - t ior :  . 2  on e kir ~ tS-a t Teng

H siao—p ing might be : - * :t u r n e d  to public of a r i a . For example , in

h i s  :‘ir :-t  major  sp eed : on ‘1 . :Jo ’:f~~b el ’ , - 1  t i e  l - -~:i r ~ ’ of a corner—

tone for the ~“ so ~
-‘ - a les ’s , Cu ’: Y u o — : 1- r , ; - ) r A t t r ’ : the ~- ri t a ri ’sra

of ‘ c-r -ir ’ from a ii t- o ” Ct: : n i -  1 p o l l  - i c r  , j t i o u a ’~ in f, 15 eU,lor,:

to ~‘m o on i,7 fle~st i ’ s a i r~r F’s- - c ] 1JN I ‘ c r -  t ire Chi n e r e  peop le to

“dc’s-i-is-ia t h e  s t ru  ‘d r t ~ r r t  H i7 .e , er r ’  Hri a -a — ’-iri, ’.” Ad d it ro a: - ii -
,

os-c -er tern anal ‘ a i s pc r l - t f d  U -it : c - - - h p 1- ad ~ role in

srlpinp C -a  o r - a r r i  ze r a p p o r t  or t ic-  pus .~~ o f  t ir e “le t i :  t s  , ‘ad

51. it r ,i s -up~ e: ‘em , p - icul -:1 - ir s- ir d e s :  , we re pr ~~sn inr  for

r-c’h -bi l ls : b r . ’ Y l a -  ~ - -c c’ r a ’ - , ‘ e r r ’  were : :gr-r : I ‘a - t

f h l acr ~r . sn —Hum , br a’ ‘r -or -r a a ’:. ~-“ n i i t  , b r ie I i s - n :  accused of

_ _ _  

~~~—-*-~~~~~~~
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“overzealousne ss” durini~ the c-~rnpair’n OC’aainrrt Tong, air well as hai ’ri n~:

h ad a s s oc i — ,tionra wi th  the “ le f t ist s , ” ~~~ .. th -i t  he would be remo -:ea

from his post.166 From these report s it is evident that as the

end o: November approached , the decision of whether or not to re—

h rb i l  ~tate Teng Hsi ’—i o—p ing was o matter of ’ considerable di spute in

China , and the sharpest disagreements could be viewed as being be-

tween Teng ’s supporter:: and iris “le ”tia: t” detractors. His return

to public life ~~uld h ave represented a victor:--’ for “moderate”

civil and military c’ -d: ’es  who renresented Teng ‘s “constituency, ”

and , in r n -’ ~n a lysi s , the prorrncct of h is  imminent restoration must

h- ‘c encouraged the ?o~’iet Union in it:: suest for rapprochement . 
-

In order to t a ke immedi ate ad’ - -n t -r~ e of an:f sudden ascend~~cy

of “moderate” forces , which would surely -~ccompany the rehabili-

t ation of Teng , the :;o’ietr on - 7 Novembe r sent the heal of the

‘o v , e t  gover nment de lega t ion on Sino—Soviet border settlement t alks

back to :‘e~ ing . f i fe s  he r . - a i  l e f t  Ch ina  the previous year, the

chief :io v~et negotiator ha d  ~ l he ‘-‘ould not return until the re

w ia a rood chance for’ :-ub ’s-t nt i r developments in the talks.167

Then on 1 Decembe r ’ , tue  n f i n ’  orn rr r t t e e  of the National

People ’ s Ccng re3s met to consider , - rxr on~ other issue s , questions

of “appointments and removal s” of pe r3onnel. 1
~~ A s had been

hinted in No vembe r , f o r e i ’rr ‘ i - h  t: ’:~ Thi-mo sa a an—hu a was remo ved

and replaced by Hu -in I - ia , - , the former PPC rep resentative to the UN . 1&9

But not only w~is Teni ’ ‘sot re a r e d  by the NPC Standing Con~ itte e ,

the re were inidic’i t nn~ t . t He- -a and hi~ - i l ics  in the P arty m~d

‘ri11~ - ry had formed -n ‘ - x t  e u l ” -~- 1e-~cter ship ~~‘~a ) rr p  which included

‘-0

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _
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e’,’er 1 ke r n f lj t a i r ”, - l e - r ~ e r - a  o u t r i d e  t I e  Poli tburo .170 The in --

plicartion was t b - a r  Hu-a had been able  to s aint  u n  the support of

l a n e  mi~ ~ta r ’ by conce - - l i r i - ’ t o  t r e n a  n€-~ p0 itions of power in the

1- a d e rshi p, :,‘e t at the ~anre t ime exclude Te~~’ . b~hile the Soviet:

h a d good reason to welcome F~,j a ’ u cont inued purge of the “leftists,”

the, - could not have been pleased with hit apparent success in ex-

cluding the chief “moderate” from the leadership group, and in main-

taining an anti—Soviet stand , while at t h e same time retaining

support among the Chinese milit a rr .

The Soviets were -mpp -’irentl~’ reluctant to criticize Hue for

his fowness to move on r-~ prochement , but acknowledged the Un—

Nvor-hle character ~f Chins-n- c public insistence that r~~t~~,ng had

changed between the Crc - m d

In mrateriaals on international themes in the Chinese
nrers,the n’ -rn e l ine noes on and on: the publi—
cation of ar t ic les  r’,’ith ott -acks ag~nst the Sovieta Union and otI - -i ’~ r ocla lis t st a te ’s  • 1(l

The Chinese confirmed M on a - o r - ’ ‘ s worst su sp icions that relations

were not likely to noon imoro- .e b the publ ic ation at a national

a1— r icultural conference in t N ’ernh i r of ’  ~‘ao ’s previously largely un-

published 1956 speech “On the  Ten r-~rijor Pelationships. ” 172 In speak-

ing of the relationship between China and other countries Mao had

said :

Our polic ’ is to lear n f’ re-rn the strong points oc all
nations and all countries , learn all that is genui,.nel;-
good in the political , economic, scientific and techno-
logical field: and in l i terature and art . But we must
learn with an an -ilytic -ri  -and critical eve , not blindly,
and we rnu : t , a i ’t cop , ’ e’.’e ryt h~ ng indiscriminately and
transplant mecla - s ic fl - . Nni tur a l l :, - , we mu sn ’t 9~ck—
up their short coming s and we ’rx points . ~e should ad opt

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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the same 0t t i tude  iri le-irnin; ’  f rom the e~~ erience
of the for - j e t  Union ,nr l other - socialist countries.. .
Some people nmv c-r t a k e  the trouble to analyze , they
simply follow the “wind .” Tod as - , when the north
wind is b lo , i av ’ , t h e :  join the “ north wind ” school ;
tomorrow, when there is a west wind , they switch to
the “west wind ” school; af ’ te~~ ’aar d : when the nort h
wind blow s in , they switch b ack to the “north
wind” school. The :- ’ hold no independent opinion
of their own -and o f t e n  j ’o from one extreme to the
other.

.ke must m ar l ‘ re ,~ert  -and crit icize all the de-
c adent b o u c - a a o i  - sy stems , ~deolo~ ies nd ways of
life of foreign countr’ien. ~~t th im - should in no
w s - ’  prevent u n ’  i ron learning the -rdvaz-iced sciences
—nd techno1o:~ie~ of c- :nitalist countries and wh at-
ever is : c ien tUi c  in the m-an -fgement of their en’

~er—

In a speech -r t - the -a~~ri anu l t u i - - l con ference , Hut quoted from Mw ’ s

1956 speech to sa;-; that “fe must do our best to mobilize all positive

factor’s to build China into a ~owerful socialist courltry.
hh l?4 ~~

a publishing Mao ’s spee ch and b,! invoking these words of Ma , Hue

showed clearly that he intende d to retai n the option of a fl exible

foreign policy in de-alinr with the Co viet Union and the west . But

even more expliciti;-’ , flu claimed that the defeat of Chi ang Ching ’s

group had averted -
~ ci’-il war in Chia ’ - , and h ifa prevented the

“leftists ” fr-am “ p i t i l  - a t i r , -’ to inr- r r ’ ia l i : ;m and social~~m ,’ the

term s the United I - t - ’  ~nd the ’ fo ’- ’irt Union . 175 However ,

t I - c  implied even—h :rde- u t , a a r c  course of’ Hu a ‘ s policy could be

uestioned , for is h i r  1°’( a nc -ec h ~ a b u d  saud of the USSR , “The

So’ Le t  Union d i f fe rs  f rom o r a r  ( on , st r :  tin  t I a ~-t , i i  t i : ’ , t sar i r-t

P u m s i a  wa s an i m p e r - i - - l i : t  po er and , r econ d i - ’ , it had the October

f ’ev oia : tion . As -
~ r r ’ a r , L t , r n - n :  neople in t i e  -o ’riet  Union are con—

cc ~t,ed -a nd r - s-r v  arrog a n t  -

C.
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The 0a  et s , tn t  numn ’ s - -r i z i :  - flu ‘ : pr ’i’ a - h , d :-op ; eat t ’ -  title ‘‘ - oc: a

a l ’ s  focused on those t t~~ n j  -:r- - .un ~ a ’ r t b  turmoil in China—

t h u s  imp i ‘ m i  th a t  t h ’  p o l i t i a - ’  1 - i t ’s t b ’ s  in Chin -a h-ad not yet

wor Ked i tacif  out . ‘ o ’i e t  d i n  - ti u t - a r t  0: with Huo was -quite

evident inn the article ’ - conelia ion :

-iua Kuo— feng ’ s a p e c e b  arid r - e i - t e o  prop ag-anco materials
(presumably Prao ‘r : :p e ’s a c :— ’-- - . I .C . )  c ont ained attacks
,u i a )j f l 5t  so—c -iliad “ uoci ul— imperi ai irnt ” and so forth ,
which have 1oni lees  u n ed in - fL i s - ~ for slandering the
Soviet Union and i ts fo :-eiir policy .1??

Thu s , at the end of l97~~, the ovietu  were confronted with a new

Chinese  leadershiç w h i c h  p romi se d to s t i r - , - on a foreign policy of

‘f-faoi sm wit hout Mao ,” e r a  er it i ’ ll ’r  un: ”avo r able to the Soviet Union ,

or it seemed to for e swear’  r ap sr’or I-,e:nent , -and left unresol’ved the

long—standing problem of t i  - t a - - f r  securi t ’ on the USSP ‘s southern

~on Jer ~.

if?’ repre sented - n tr ’rn ;- it ion period for China—and for the

o - - i e t  Union as well.  Td - -t i- - , the ‘o ’-iet s were forced to ti’y

different approaches in n effort- to d c l  ~uccessfull:r with the new

Chinese leadership. l I -n e ;o ’ i aa t : -  in no -~a~’ departed from their ob—

jective of’ aci-nievi ’ r ’ p p r - o e n r - - c a t  w i t h  i b i S- ? , , and eng aged in several

tactical maneu ’,-crs aimed t ac l i ev in c  their  goal. :‘lo vi.et polic-

in 1976, reflected primaril,; in prop ag and a er’forts , was quite con-

sistent with Soviet polic-,’ of t a a e  pre vious two years. The propa—

ganda “line” expreanirl ;: support ‘or “Ine a~ t } , i forces ,” particularly

rehabilitated cadres , continued in if?’:, and became quite explicit .

It is interesting to note Li t. n ovi et app en d s for the loyalty of

Chinese military leader s were undi :nguired , and were voiced before

63
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t u s  I- -j o ’s 1 , ispi -~ n tJ - t o’:iet t r a t e  ~ t COii t 1~~L a a ’s

to r o n a - i s e s  t i e  Chin a - - c ra i l i ta r y  a: sn i rspon t nt o r - a e  fo r  r n r or c o ch e—

‘re aa t .  The oviets ‘,- J a -  be ‘1 , in i t ’ -  C - f  a t n s  or e~n 1;,’ Ti ov erh er ,

- ‘id e to ach ieve some pn ’ar e d i S C a  : U rY? of ’ su - - r - a ’s, in de ’ l ln i~ wi ts

tine :~ - n-; Chinese 1~~’-c ’ ’n : h i p  art a hatter ‘s o - i: t h a : ~ h O  been ev iceant

m r  the p a s t .  Howe”, e n  , ~1- t ,onr  ~~ i- -~-l sosse- ,j , arnd by the be—

i nin inr ’ ol ’ l~ ’77 t h e : e  no n ’i ; ’n :  o ” ri -ni elior tion of’ the r n u t u ’ l

ho: -~ i l t  - h i d :  had c - h - - i - - a t  r ~zed f l in o— o ’ - i r t . i’d -it ions for  more

th ri a decad e -‘nd a ‘na l~ ’ .
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Throughout the thr a - - c r  under consideration , the Soviet s

pursued a rather consi - t a - r i t  polic tow u r r i  i i l~~-a , a pol icy  whicr ,

in it’s- essence , was intended to cause Ch i r n’a  to return to the Soviet

orbit. f-o-’set policy was r a ided  b ’  tine long—term strategic ira—

perat ive of securing the p~~~ I ‘s horde ’: -,.‘it , h Ch ir t ’i. Broadly speaking ,

Soviet ar teiist s  hoped to ar }ni c- ’s!e t h i s  ‘oal b - - t : r n i n ?  action s, to

t h e  ext ent possible, to en-able a f e ’ r d e r - ’ s - h i r :  friendly toward the USSP

to come to power in Chin - , a l ea d e r rh t n  which would conduct a fo;~~i - n r n

p oUr favorable  to the ’ t~i f 5 . To thi s c~ d , :~ -. -~~ t “China polio

supported pro~~oviet C h in e se  le -Ce - a , a nd n o u ~’ht to discredit t h on e

leaders who were oppo: c ’s to closer rel ation s wi th the Soviet Union.

In this  connection , the a ovf , et :  pr e er ’r -cd the -? :cendanc - - of “moderate , ”

or “pragm atic,” Chinese leaders , ove r “ieft i st ~~,” or “ radicals. ”

The implementation of’ Soviet “China po ur :” was assisted b , ’

a generally accurate perception of Chinese politics and event s in

China which might r -ep r ’ a- ‘an t  f - a ’-’oruble opportunities for “health , -”

pro—So viet forces. [hen such opportunities ar~~e, the Soviets

acted to create f~’s-or’h1 r ’ conditions for tb ’ s-: rise of pro—Soviet in—

luens e  in Chinese po l i t i c s , or - t  least  a diminution of t~~ sw ay

of -rnt i—So ’--’iet fo rces .

Soviet “Ch in- a polic- ” w s  e~~res~ed in man” wa:’s, and wa s

to a preat extent re ’-eale ’d in th e  open r’ f e b  pI’es~ . The Soviets

employed direct and ind i re ct . nfl  i t a r ’ p r e ’r .  c~rr , took d ip lomatic-

in i t i a t i v e s , and mo u nted  a r a r -op a~ and a c - a n y  -a . ’n , i n . n  ‘“ aK

in -
-

- - ~~ ‘ ‘  - -- -~~ ‘~~~~~~~~~~ ‘~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ -- - - - -- - - - -
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-achieve the i r  objective O 0 a Chin a 1i 1’sec with the Soviet Uni~~i.

In t h i s  context , the io ’-iut  pr -d i r W ‘ a fl p — n rt ~ cUinar l ~/ important in—

strument , not oral , - i ra  ronve , in,’—--explicitl - or implicitly—Soviet

perceptions and expect ations concerning the course of Chinese poli-

tics , but in conve :in-i expressions of support for group s in China

perceived as politicnl allies of the USi~.

Taking as evidence doviet statement s and actions in the con—

text of political events in China , as well as events elsewhere in

the world , it is cle-r tn -m a t  the Soviets perceived certain Chinese

militar’,-’ leaders ~nd civili an cadres air c ‘ orc’e for influencing

Chinese policy toward r -- npn -oel;r-nma nt r ith the  USSP . These were the

o~’fi.cia1s who had ada-orated ‘ r n o i e ’- a t e ”  policies in Chinese domestic

and forei gn a f f a i r :  , in ’ ‘ - -‘ith  r- :hors t i e  or—le ts believed t hey could

“de-al. ” Before and a ’t~ r ~-“~o ’r death , tr,e foviets consistent1~-

pressed for the resol-nti on of U — o ’ r- rancor - - nior~ in fa ’sor of “moderate”

- a leaders , who might be i~durrd to - n l i a ’ r t ’.- i j t : a  ste oviet Union.

“hu e t h ~ accession of Hun Kuo— f’n- ’ te:a:por’ r-iiy encouraged the

the n :ubn- eru enit courne o~
’ Ch iater e politics turned out to

be unfavorable to rapprochement . ‘Ic’ ‘-r-t-hele ss , t h e app~~ent con—

::istenc:.’ in Soviet “China pou r; “ over the part three year s suggests

teat it is indeed a product of a Cona f:t ent , long—tenn strategy , and

thus not ~u’a a i1,’ gi--en up ; -  Vo -ow. Per’s i n-tency in pursuing rapproche—

na” rit with China is likei- -’ to be a ch a r ’ nc te : ’ i  n a t i c  of Soviet policy in

the fi . t s r” - .

- Iba t , ~ a : , ’1 be said o r  th c- mca -
~~ r e c en t  deve m - o n ’ s : e i a t  a ~ ii  Stho—

io ’dct relations , ar id wh e t ,  ‘ re  the I 1TU~~r d i  a ’ - pro spect ’ - for r-~~ l - n ’ s : : ’ - ’ a~~ ? 

~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~
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In the new ear , Hun Y l , o — erl ,” t o ok  ‘ten ’ to c arry on a “Maoist”

:‘or’eirrr polic ’. Th -t hr , a co l i c :-  w h i c h  did not foreswear con-

t a c t ’s- s’ith the “Jest .  f l h i n n e : r - - c t i o ns  inc luded  continued prop a—

panda condemning the “r’estorat on of’ C~pit- .lisrn ” in the “revisionist”

,:o’.’iet Union,
17
~ praise for late Premier Chou ~n—lai ’s suppo x~ for

Ch in ;.nn Mao ’s “brilliant dcc i -. ion ” to promote good Sino—Amer’ican

relations, 
179 and ;n  indirect “ SC ’ ace signal’ on the Taiwan issue

to the United States , which ‘ s t a t e d  t b a t , “ . ..regarding the dispute s

between China az-id the United t n t e ~ re sult in- ’ f rom the forcible U . h .

occupation of Taiwan , the Chinese Go a-erninent has always stood for

o settlement through ne~otiations without resorting to force.”
18°

Sho rtly after this - i - t i n e appeared , a US Government official re—

“c-led that China had : onn:’h t , , through indirect channels , to re view

the question of American demands or comnens- -ation for the national-

ized property of Amen -’ -~ri corporations a n d  individual s in China,

and Chine se demand s ‘or C h i n e n e  a r m  ct-s frozen in the United States.181

The l a tes t  development . in- a C h i n -  ‘s ‘o r ’ e ’ i r ’ n i  n-,olic - was the revelation

in e a r - i - -  ~ rn ’s , th at -  t i n e ’  5 1 f ’ s i ’  e’ , ‘ oae c m a r n e s t  w a s  interested in pur—

c h - a s i n ’  ~-:este~~ we apons t o  m o d e r n i z e  it, . - nm’ .
182

But during the ‘[‘ira t. months of 1-177 , ‘ n ih simultaneously wit -h

Chinese “feelers” to the ‘ c t , I-he political situ ation in China be-

come increasingly complex. P’ stirularly, there were indications-

a that Teng Hsiao—pin~ had either i em r e n - t o r c a l  to a post on the PRC

it fe Council , or was about to be :‘ et , am rr ie I to public l i fe .183

Soviet press 82’tj ClPa st , i ’ e r n ’ e U  h r  tumi ~ t in C m e r e  political ii ;

~ 
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and concentr .atod on V’ tI’ iOU ’s’ a , :  n e st .  o~ the eur5e o f  1’le t i ct s ”

occurring throughout t h i ~ countr  - .~~~ The - u v i e t  pre ss also em—

phasireim the not ~or ,  t i .  t t h e m - a - n. ’-:; popul ’rr ’ support in China for

th e r’eh -ibilitation of ‘ ‘n~ , and t i  t ::aon ~ t e e  Chi nese leadership

there wa s  aonsi~ c -m ’ a i - t e a i l a n u t , - o- :cr t h e  c amp :ifn :d-nalns t  the “G ang

o;’ m ”our , ” a nd oa - : the que n - at i .or  of ’ r en ,t  ossn~’ Te:~ ’. 185 Furthe r ,

one ‘o:et .rticle ir ’—il im d t in t Hu e w a r  r ’ s a r o u m m t e r i n g  oppoaition

:‘rom Teng ’r; uj~ao :ie rr , and t~~ ’at  Ho ’  ‘‘ politic-al position was in-

secure . 18- Finall ‘, i n n - m I m i c  e’snhl~ n- hed for wide distribution

in both Pr  - and ,: ‘ e’- t -’s H, t c flo ’ i e t . a d c i i “red that political

cond i t ions  in Cb i n - ~ ~- c -r  extre :  ci ,‘ u n a - e r ’ t ’ - i r , and t n - n at the de~’elon —

- ment of e’- ’e:atc in C 1 a  ‘ - ovid he of “ ‘ — - o:mtr~~ictory character .”~~ 
a~

It is likely th a t  the f o - - f  :-‘ ‘ n- c - i-n -siting the resolution of

the on—~:oirag high—level L i e ’ s - a t e  i nn  Pe h i,ni’ a-- e r the f at e  o ” Teng

-- Hoino—ping. Based u~-on public .,o ’- ’irt expectations of the past

t:s!’cac years , the ,- woule p i-ot  ftnl ’,-;c lcome hat s r-eturn to power , but

more than that , woo i :-; r- lcorn e the ‘ a n  c e a ao  nc :, ’ o~ “moder ate” policies

which Teng represents. In f a r t , in tir e short tcnm it seems un—

likel~,’ that there can be a n-r i . a or i r a - a ~ n t i i r o u a ’ m m  in - ino— -o viet re—

lations without Teng ’s return . Howe’-~er , Hun , havi ng original ly

come to prominence as a nonrio ron i .  i’ imon~’ n or:n p et ij av ,  r r O U p s , would

find  his personal p o l i t i c - I  n - r l -c en lnen - v’c’ diluted h” renc ’s resto—

s - t ~io n .  It 15 thc’ n”o:’~ u nl i s eiy  i - i t he i-;oa:lih gx-ace olly concede

— powe r to Teng. Never thel~ , th e  ~;o - - f  “ t ’  , b - noting that . Hu o has

t (~(’ nl oo:osed by Ten~ 
‘ mm’- ~on -’~ C r :- , 1 n- b n - r no t -  rmlec i  a t  the porn-i —

bilit,-; 
~f Teup ’s rr ’hshLl it , ’- t  i Ofl 1 or  - t  l c - a s t  t, ni e in r e r i d ’ ncy  of ’ h i s-

_ _ _  ~~~~~~~~~—---~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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policies , through the i n f lu e n c e  oh l,he~lt~ a orc enn ~ in China.

T n e  pre sent s-i tu -t ion , in ‘s-h is ’s  ‘in -anti—Soviet, possibly pro—

L L e~ tern foreign polic - is eme: i r a - n i-om the ?-1 -~cLs- t  suc cession , is

urm - c - c ep tab l e  to the io a’irt ’ b e c a u n - e  it threatens  the strategic security

of’ tne USif ’ . Therefore , the [;o’:iets will continue to pursue the

“Chin-n Po l i cy ” which tire h ave consistent i followed in the past .

se can expect that tin the n a ,, t ’s a i’ e the Soviets will employ direct arid

indirect military p n - - e : - n ; u re  on China , th re ats , diplomatic maneuve r,

and prop aganda, in an e ffor t  to bring ab out the strategic alignment

of ’ China with the So ’det Union.

In pursuit of this objective , the :[oa’iets will make a special

ef fo rt to increase t ire influence of’ “h ealthy internationalist forces ”

in China’s m ilitary ~nd civil leadership. In the three—year period

under study, we noted that  w h i l e  in 19714 the Soviets applied direct

militnc - pressure on the i inm o— f o ’- ie t  border in ann attempt to in-

fluence the course o~ Chinese politics , in n ’a,nLr e~ uent  ye are the

Po’;ietr were able to n -el, ’ on indi rec t  for~ s of pressure as “he alth~- ’

i’o:’CC -~” ~ er~ percei’:ed ~- s r -n in tn r ’  in a t r - r - r ia ’th .  The future a n —

cendancy of such “pro—S oviet , ” i n ;lu e n c e  in China would hold out

promise to Moscow t h -~t Soviet :tr’tcp;i c -in -n m’ could ult~~ately be

achieved without resort to d i rec t  l’orce. However , if “pro—Soviet”

force s are unable to achieve some dep,ree o f politic’.l p rominence

in the Peking leadership, then Soviet opportunities t’or inlluencing

the course of Chinese pol i t ic :-  b - - p rop aganda  and dip lomacy would be

reduced . In such c i r cum s to n cr m , the Soviet , Union might find t h e

ap t or ; of external milit - r’y pre5 a’ure on China more and more attractive .

f )

‘- ‘- —~~~ ----‘-p - - ‘-‘ — ——,---- -‘ -‘- —- ,, ‘A~~~~ , ~~~~ , ~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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‘Cr ~i ;‘ nh :; - ;

~ f ’ a l c o lm M -~c k i m . ’ a -  h~ ‘ f - O ” L ’t l e t ’  a - ’ n - n b  o1~~C~~~a . in t m a c
Asian—P acifi c F’ egion , ” m - l. ,  1) (? :all 1r 7 ~.) : 775 ( fcp h~ n - i s  added )

~~~~~~~ cow Loo~~s it  C~~i n .  A :  tei’ t- ’ a , ’ - ori d Outlook 1
( 15 hc ’cemi ~-r l97s):  7 ( m a e :  1 : L h -

~~ichard Thor’nton , “r’rosl na , L : r a ’ Prosp - I : - or’ esearch on
Ch i : a a , ” Irmternation~i], h,~~ a j ’ -  ‘k -m-: a , l e t t e r - ,  F r ’ s in: nan’ r’ ‘ Issue B
(Winter  1973) : 214 —30.

14Thi s  is not to 5~~:, t~~~L . ,t  eu thori t  et i ’ e  st atements  do not appe- ir ’
elsewhere in Soviet print . Y: ’ - am - n aj i a Z’, ez da ( i - ed star ) Litera tu rn~ ia ~
Gazet -a (Literary Gaze t t e ) , ;on-siu ni nt Voo~~~ssenn ;-k r Sil ~Co~~u~~ st of
the A rac ern Forces) ,  \r 00515 i Sn - ’  a bc (~-~i l it a c  Hera ld ),  Novai a i

i I stOrlie (r oi~~
..t -arm - - Current Hi star’), I stor ia  SSSF ( l b i s t ~~r~’

on the U~~~~~, Mezh h,i n - m - :-o ., - - m i-a ~zn ’ ( T h t cr n etional L i f e ) ,  Prohl€ - my
D - a l ’ nego Vostoka (Probl e ’n -. o f  t a r  Fair  a n a t ) ,  and other newsp~~ e n s  and
jo urnal s  carr--’ articles 

— -o mi t. f ’s~ n-a , and I included them in rn - ;,- i n , —
ve nntipation . However, r- ~- ;  t, a ini  n - as ’s l i c an t ion s  present part icular c r e s t —
h - i lit:: problem s, an’ for “-c -ampl e , Problem’- Dnl ’nego Vostokr~ th e  ,~ou r n - -l
~~~~ the Institut Dal ’ra- :o Vortoh -r (Fer ~a —tern Institute ) of the U-SSi’
Acade my of Sciences. The I nst i t u t e  ~‘ -as- fo unded in 1971 to be the
academic center of the i h’olo .oic -l rooster-attack on ~‘faoism . I ts
,a ourna;l. , published qu ar t- a -i rin -~ e ]~~ S (in ~ U 5 r i 3 f l , English , and
J apane se) ,  perforns a ‘ coordin’rt: on ” in r i r ’t n o n , that  is , e~~~~inds he
i’ a r t - , ’ line for Sovi et si i - o l o g i n t r  - ann -’ o ther  fellow travelers.  ,~ee :

Y ta -  ar t  Kirby, ~ m m: a :~~ t ud i a ” n- of ’ C h i n a  ( S o t o’.. a - , N ew Jer r ’e : :  o~~n - a ;
and Li t tlef ield , i- -7fl , r a .

“Pe r’e t as oaf-n - L ~: st ’i m ’-k o i ’  n a - i l ”  ( , -; ha ~~e_up in the Chinese -~m ’m ) ,
Pr-avn -, 3 January 1971 , P . .  Tn ’ai ’t r - -t i- , sa made av a i l a b l e  by the Chine :  e
on 1 J arnn m r , ’ india L t ~~L f I .  n - c h a ~n, ’e:- 1, -ar - m e  n - - n e  in t~~€’ omnarids of e n - : , 1
of’ eleven ,m i l i t a m r -  regioma . ‘ a- c :  r eor , : e  C .  f .  - a- mv , C h i n a ’ s T - e~ i on ;  -~
Politics: A Biogr- L p h i c - l  - ‘ n - - an - - -a a’-b : ( S - - n t . ’, ~- ‘on i a ’ m n :  The R and Corpor’- t ; , sn ,
19 75),  p . .  ~ - . Morea c r - , t r . a - h a  t involved :5; exchange of regionul
comands between four 

~ 
ra of milit ’ir - ,- ,’ comm -inhere. hee : Kenneth

Libe r f r i - I , “China 1cm 107 : The lnte r ’n n a l  Politi cal Scene ,” Problems A

of Communi sn4 24 ( M rai , ’ .~ J u:nr ’  1,7  ) :  . The P r a v d a article n~~ ed on ;-’
three of’ the con~ anders: Li Te— . bnc ’n ,’~, Chien Hn ;i—lien , and Hsu l a i b m — , n,,,
despite broader info nr -:,tio ’i m ’ro ’,-id e- l I - : t i e  C h i n e a e on 1 J~~’iu ar ,i.

6There are n - eve s ‘ii use fu l accounts of the Lin Piao “A f f a i r ”
‘ia-a d i~.s consequence -a . ‘c’c’~ ‘ m char -h  C .  T : , o r -n t o n , - 7 a i  a , ,  The ‘f - a -: , . ;-
or  ‘so’,~ ’ r 1vi7— 1C 7 ( }n ’~o o m i r m n -i - - a m a :  I no 1 m O  Uni ‘ ‘ a  - t~- i ’ - e n - n , ~~~~~

a ‘ - a ; .  a-’ a~~ ..j 5  H.  P ‘ a a ’
, 

“ - ‘a- a :  t From China :  oiiti~ i i  Reh ’al  - ‘ ‘ ‘

__________ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



of C adres in China: A Travelle r ’s 1liew , “ ‘ i n - n  ~o : : ’ t e r  , r~u .  a ,-

(April.~June 1973), pp . “ n i _ p P m ; P i r n - :r’i . - i ~~i , “ Te’- T a - a: ,~ : , Fart ’,’ Con ,-’ - ’  s .,. :
The Power structure -and the S,uc r-n-s: -i on ~ue. t i o : a , ” (b . ; n , ~u - .‘t ea -  I , s, . E
( A n - - a  L14’a ’ l97L) , pp. ‘ .1 — - C ; F: urai ’~-,~oon ~aar A , “Tr. e C u 1 t ur P T~~e a: ~ .0~,
-ini -  a 5 j j k - ~ ’ 5 Search for - P o l i f , i m  ~l C a ’ d m ’ s , ” i f  rae  ,~a. : n - ’ ’ H  ‘, no . ~~~ ( - ‘~p r i i —

~‘n:’ 197L), pp. F/ 9—.i’ .

7”Peretasovk a ~ ‘ Ki t  iskoi Armii ,” n-a .

8”Ino strann ai a sen _ ic t ’  o P o io7hen i i ” Vi t . e ’ (The Fo~~ iF: a Pr ” -
on the Cituct ion in C h i n a ’) ,  P r ” ’ r r a ,  7 J - anu ’ a r - ’ 1-97/,, p.

Ti - a id.  Shorti’- - ’ be f o r e  t in c  t r a n n ’ : er a F T C  o f :  icers , !.t :a o had -

tered the nature of the “ nt i—Co n f ’uc iua ” r mp ai- ’n , C , ’Ol some m o n t h s
e a r l i e r , to include the “ c r i t i c i sm of L i - a P i r o  :i’id -;: o n f u c i u s . ” Tr , e

- :nal n is subsequenti - p i e ’ e ,r ate d in the “‘o’1 cat or ees wa n, t i ,  t the t r a m :  —

fer  of ra i l i t anr y  comm ander’s w a n ’  ‘a uirect conse~licence of the crit~~~i m: - a - ,
or Lin Piao and Confuciu s , ‘an d ;- :ns in F’~c t , “ t m e  f i r a n t  practic-J.  re a I ’
of the — rnp ’aign .” See: L. L. Pr a : - e l o r r o - , ‘7 ~o , L e o d i st - -- i Konfu t :  - - a i .
( “ - o , t i e  Legal ist s and the C o n f o y i — 4 r . :  ) ,  o-” .o- Istoril (Que:tax’- - am

no. 3 (M a- - - - n h 157 ’) ,  pp. lr- —~ p . T:~~a camp ai gn was an ob—
lique wr~’ of coninenting upon m o ;t ean p -a :- e r - i  eve nt s b ;- drawing par ’il le lm-
t-o Ch ines e  history. Co nf ’ ua ’j u: ‘den ‘a; ‘r , ’ica ’nt “ revisionist” who supposes—
l~ wanted to restor e sl ‘ive a a oldi m ’a a ’ to Seu-i ail China . Lin Piao, too,
wanted to “reverse the wI ,e a ’l  of hist~ r : , ” a - advocating the restoration
of the strategic ret at ior ;shin  which - - a i s t ” - m t  between China and the
Lo’:iet asian in the earl - l’~ -t ‘ m .  Tar  ‘ at i on fuc iu  “ campaa 1 ’mn wa - a .

a direct, ’- - - : against contemporai r;’ ‘P-c .-i si:r :i : , ’ t n a t  ii~ raro —nPo viet
Chinese leaders . The inclusion of Lin I t - o ’ m nam e in the c air~n - i ~i” s
clarified the strat— ’-~ic issue , and emph-a .aized that the campaign in ;—
clud ed m acgets in the mil i ta ir ’. : - r m - :  ‘ Phmn -~’ s Anti—Confucius C ain —
~ar ign , ” -‘~~i-~ hese ar - - ’ m Bulletin ,  Li Fa ’~- ru a n-’f’ 19714, p. .PiL1; Eugene
::hila e f f , “ The ‘Yp~~ia~~ ’ U C C e S a o r :  to the Peking Leadership ~ id the
:o,r iet ‘Pevisionists ’ , “ a d L o  Lit ert P e a - a - a r c h  Bulletin , no. 2 ’  “75-
( 0  ~‘ f - - ’  1°75), p. 3 .

IC ‘ ‘ -Just two da;-:. 1- - t ee , L it en - - . ti. a-- r i ” n ” . -‘ az”t a repented fore gn
r a r e : :  reports of d i -  t h , -

~~r bios ‘annoa - r t he  Ch inese  mili tary and in
the cl--il  bureaucr ;’c ram cell: “h i t n -mi eCodni - :  Chto—t,o Pro izkhodit .
~Io C Fn t . o  Irn enno? . .  Pa P t r - n i t n - - a ra- Z’ -ruln - zhnoi P ech a-t l~ (China Tod a- ’:
“‘ometi ma is H -appeni:ia. But ‘h ‘I ? . .  In t in ’  Po: ’e i - ”n Press), Liter ‘ - t a a m : i ’
G zet,~j , no. 2 (9 Ja n : a m ’ ’ i ’r ’i .) ,  n .  a- .

1”Oho strenie F~ r ‘f  s’i \~ - ‘ t. ‘ n- - a t ca ” ( I ’ aa-w~~r ft  magpie in Ph; ra
:1; I — p e nn -  ), Pravd a, 9 T” r h r o ar  i’a-7/~ , .

John Burns , “ A t  I - irk on “so Aide Puzzles ~xpe rts ,’ Washington
m.t , L 5 April 197/i , ~a -’~~• A , p. Ii

‘C 1
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Th~ r m ‘ - ‘. - a : .  -i 1 ~~~~~~~~~~~~, p.  ~ . t ’ snap conc1s-~e
t a at t he  shi t an a - c u r - r e a t e a - ‘ ‘a’.,r-rorni c’. nd consu l tat ion s ” bc -tn - err.
Chou - r i—i - mi , perhap s- a r m t i n ’  s ~~io ’m; em1m’s:ir~’, -and mce;: coninanderm ,- .

I a n- :rr i S Ch~a ra ’ , “ ‘ ,u tu - ’ 7; L I t  a ’ ~~
“ s r -r es t  h i  to m L .  n7 ( e 1 - t a ’ n t. r r

1’” .P , ) :  ICe , Merle GoI : im aa , “ a .  r ae : e l ao  a l a ’ - .
‘ f t n -  a t ie LuI t u a - ~ I

evolution ,’’ C u r - i - can - nt n m  a - a - a  e 1 ’ ( c i l i a— c e  n ’ l5’’( ~ ) : 65~ ; Lieberthal
‘5~ ‘lisa in i’’’a’ 5 , ‘‘ P~ - -

m a r ’i s  H .  c a n c  a ’ , “ n a i L ”  1 P r ’ o . i l c a n - :  a ’ : : i - T  i : m a m m , :—wen a- Sin -i :.l
‘.‘ e a a — . nmCra J , ” h i m i n : -  -a t e ’  , ri o. ‘‘C  (J  an: r ’ , ’~~- . - rcl~ 19’/L), pp. l~t f — 1 , l.
L I T  ei — a neng ~- ; a s one o Sac I i v  t n ’’ .~ m - e -~ i on -a i/n ;-o ’a:ac~ al PLA Ic ne a
to u e  5orce in s u p p o r t  ( a - f  t , aa e  P a o L st :  aur ’i .s - t i~ie Cultural m - e n -~oL a t j o n , ,

‘nd he contin an ed t, a- be “ r - n:1T , i P ex n ” -c toc o f  PL,o ’ n a policies.  Ira
er )t ,( ’a :La er , 1970 , Li un -a n . .p p a i n t C a  r : ,~-e rt O, .  o the PLA General Pou t,,—

c-a l “ea’ -r t -m ea t .  T i ’  m e i e r t i o - a  o -  i to n - ’ a a t ro i the P-arty “pp ~~~~~
‘,-,‘lk !n i ;  t n - a  ULA ;.;am r -‘na ‘ - m a t  L~ n-a “ I P ,o to ‘ ‘r en t ,  contro l of t f ~
~~~~~~ r r na-r Lin I’ i -ao - n a ’! ~f m ‘ollo’, ’e’ . H !~ promotion to the Pou t—
t u n a  a n ’ t m i n : ’  Commn - j i~ ‘ n-ta ‘- ie- -- h i - n - - : r , a . ;r- of’ the Party me h
I cern j ’ a t  “-v,c’d to ea- ’ n :: - o ‘ I - a  lvc’ -a ” r -  i n  a ca LA a ash to chec~- ,rn tn -
‘ -~~~~ or - mn - f ’ : ’  ‘n n — r s h ’ l , ‘a’ ’ ’ : ,  S h i m ’ ’ : —  , n - - to u s  , o c i ’ ater ’ with t !-

~~
‘ 

~!w rd ~~~. ice , “Ti c T - m  on ‘~f -- rar r’ 11 of Te~~ Hsiao—p ir ~ , ”
ra_ly, no .  ,7 ( ‘a - a t m  -~ 1 c m  l - n - 7~~ , r a .  a~ I i ’ s removal w n

-n- a i r ~’. ea~ “ t the  ~~cond ! ‘ ie r a - ,n rra o ’ - ii  1~ . CC in  ear l - J -anuar -

when Tenp~ Hsi ’;o—pmr : ‘ w a - s  oromote a an - m a nos it~ o ra a  of V i ce— .f -hmairm ,; ,  0~ ’
t i a C  F - ’ r t7  a-nd rn err t ‘ r a t i c  Po] ~t Usr - o  ,~t - n L ~~. ‘ Corn mi t t e a - , while I
T eh—mn -h en g was sj mult- , n a e o , am - 1  o i n  ,li~’’ a~ 

- .~ t n ’ , n i o n  t i n e :  C p0- n- tiona-
to the n’ nh of ordiri r/ - i - r n - f e :  0 r a t -  P o j i t a r a ro .

17 ’icIa ‘~~enth P a - n -  -T Con , ~: en. a ~~
“ pp.  - - -

‘

18~IInostr~~~ aia Pe ch ’ it ‘ o I u l o z a i en i i  ‘: i’ i t a a e , ” p .  4.

‘ i - O X  Butterfle l-a , “T ori Ua I r. ‘ F~a~~l :~ ’ I i  c t  ar e , ’ New York Times ,
2b October lh 7s , Se c. , p.

‘ ‘  ‘in , “Tenth 7- .r t - hou r s-c- : n’ , ’ c r .  - - — “. Specifically , it
wa~ Ch ia ng Chi ng ( Mm- ” 5 ’ so) who m o .  t (on - l a I Jc UO l,aSl:,’ lost ground to Yet
~
‘ hien— ‘in,r during t in- n’ 1 C I mih - Cor ,”rea  . Th e origina l Hew China
New a n ~aen c~ report -nd  ii’ r k - - i n ’ - i - to m -a n o ‘ “ : 5 c c  listed Chiang in her
customary pa - i tj o r ~ i mrj an ’ I i ‘ ‘- i ’  nc ’d o Yc h .  A a nb enuent report
re’ er “h the posIt nor m oF t;:- n - a’ n , ! Y ’ - , .rhi le -:t’a:p i r a g  the rest of
t h e  l i t  in tac t .

a ‘1Ch . ’ na r , “Chin-  ‘ a P a  Lt  ar- ,
“ p .  I i .  ‘

~
‘ C1~~: ’ had been “rehabilitated”

-n - ; : n-e I ar ed to a “a. , f ’~~5 m ’ e m j e r -  h i p  in  ‘ n r a  1 1’ ’ T , - a - . t n ’ m ’  h avi ng i -p a ’ s
pu r~ ed ‘-an - in the G P mT’ . hr  .- - - - — r’l e r t a ’ - : t o  t h e  C C at t i r e  lCt !a P :“ :-
Conga” - in  August  l’~7~~, w ‘la iT  - t i - c f  to a a ’ P Po lltb ’aro and ma - ’d
a ‘-lcr — nian -u l~~nan of  t n a ”  7 - r b  - ‘ s f ’ i l i t  ‘try A ‘“ - j r  a - a n - i ’ m ssion in i i e c r ~nber

a i ’ ’3 , arid w an elect”’ ‘ 0 - . ‘ -
~~ 

- a  —~ h - a i r - r n- roa m ‘~ p o ’ ’ F’ a n -I , ,  to rca ‘-a ‘ ‘ a —

_ _ _ _ _  
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‘- : , i m -  on t h e  t a n - a d i ; - P o r r m r , i t k  C () I C C  l O l t , a ’  m a , a Si a - t he  post s  of
r e - a n on ’  :7~~, .,-._ r~~-~çm 5 j ,~~ o -- t h a  - f e  ( T ot rv - P s- i  72-5 Th~ e!’ of ,tt : ’f in
J’ a -.:_ ’ :a 1- ’?’ - .  Te n -a x’ ’ .- ”  o n - a d a -  a’ ’ , in  ( ! ~~‘- ‘‘ a i  r - - r t r t a , ’nc ’ -r  b t-Tn - o , ~or i a .

the  a- , he o ” t n - c ’  “I f . r a  P l o  A ” ‘ ‘- I ’ ” i~ a- ,-”  n : P ( ’ C ” m , ’ m2 ” ? to reduce n i l i t  x -~:
i n n  ~‘ : a , n a cc in a- i . ; . rnn ’  a -  ‘a - a l i t  ~c n , a ’ . i : a a m ’ a  - e c ,j, ’:ilj ’ira - - a s r a t rol t~ ; e _

t’.b~ in - - n - . I n i - ’  Ten-u ’ mmd ‘ i - , ’- :  ‘ - c a l - -  n-a —a ’ ’ i c i . I: T n- n : : P’ ar r is ‘P Ii r. ’na ,
‘ “‘ - a ’ s , t . ~t asa d ? , ’’ ! : ‘o i - i r ’r ’ ,- a ( T o n - : : n i n - r n a  ‘‘5, (j i ,l _,5n-,~a ’ a a  t F’S’,_- ) :  —‘

in n , “Teat a , P n ’ - ‘or ; - a c ’  T , “ pn - ‘n- ’ — 7 ;  Cha r i , ’ , “?-~ .0 ‘ n, I . . : t
‘t an? , ’’ p .  in-’ ; Ch n - a ’ , ‘‘i’ c S i t l  ‘ “1 ‘ ‘ c ’! : a ’c . l i  i t  t ion  of ares in C h i n a  .,

‘‘

—

-‘ Y ~ o1ev , ‘P  P0 10 5 - On - a; v t  it - ’ - ” ( ( m a  t h e  ~i tuat ion in C h i n a ) ,
a - “h -a , 8 ~f n ~rch 1) ’7- ., n .

Borinov , “Pt a  t - e a  ‘ a - c t ,  1or ~~’- 1 i z - a t a - i i  K o’.’eta a ao — K it a ir ,kar :n
tnnaaa!ae raijarn” (‘who is F r ’e ’;r’ r , t l a ~ ; No n’m ’ i l izst ioaa ~~’n 3oviet~~~hinese
le lat i o ns) ,  Iz~~sti ia, id ~

-
~~

- ‘ l5 -7A , n - n a .  2 , 1, (~~nphasis added). a

‘-an
‘~Ch -an ~~, ‘Pou t I C ’  1 n f e h ’ . i ’ . 1;t’ i t io :a of C a i r -e s in Ch ina , ” p. 33c .

lena also: Thorritor. , Chi na , p’. .  ~Of .a—~ OP ;  Thoma s .i. ‘- ‘ohinson , The dul , n-j a
Incident: Los-il ta- i c ‘inn-I P c o ’ i n c m n - a l hebellion )unin~ the Cultural

evolution (Sant a Monica : The - and Cor-aor-at~ on7 l’5,’7C~ (also put l~~. - a - - e a
in China ~u - a r t e r l y ,  no. ,‘ . 7 (J51 ‘—heptemi-er i” 7 1 )) .  I t -  is note ac ort an-
that althoui h Chen ‘ -nh C am u rip a, , r - n ’ c  courtnrt ’, a - l c d and in ,, u n I r  sed, ,a t c r
several ‘earn of “ r c ’t a ;u c ’atior i” the-.- were restored to the rank s of
“re sponaible persons ” in  the r-~ ~, ‘,~i th C m - c a  - c:”i r,c in the Foochow
~Ci l :t ar - ‘ 7 erion- ’a (~~

‘ ) mc!  Sh’a- ,ri a i n ,  t !a’ C st an f” . . This me;.’ be one
re on - on wh’.’ Mao , in S a c  shi f ’ S o~ sonar : n- n c r .  , a r at h n .  supporter h - a u
h i t— a. to C ‘-r .t~’tr ,

“Korn m ~ - ,‘ rnam - i an ‘k m fo~ 
- , ‘,‘ P i t  a- ” ( T h e  a oon - o f ’  F-r’e n- ena ’ Pt -  n t .

in C h i n - a ) ,  :“om’ jnn ;rn. - ‘ , . . ‘ . 6 (An - ~1 1’a- ’ - P ~, - r~ 11- — I I ” ; “P Kh or- .kterc
‘7’s ’], ‘ t u r r , . - a i  pc .,~oLT J ,j a  ‘ •- p - (  “ ( O n a , ,  ‘h - . r’’ - e t , a - n’ of ~~~~~

P p.: o ln - tj on~I in Ch i n ’ ) ,  ‘ n a - ‘ , - 
- . 7 ~~~‘ ., a 

~~~~~~ ci’. l~~ -— l 1L ;
“C’ ~o l a  i n - h e s k orn Ku r -  e ‘ m o  I ‘ -  a ~~: ‘ ‘ - ,‘ : d a  n a - n - - aol ~t , ’ n e ” ( T m ’
Politic -al Course a ’ tPo T ~ ~a ‘, n-, - i n Cc ~ :‘, ‘ ‘- . - n - n ’~, r ~~- a a  a, renaL Ko ’— m -un sn - ,
n a .  8 ‘- ‘ - i~ fl, p p .  n- -—1 C C ; iPl ,ci i mni. ’o aid V .  ! , , ‘ s ,, r t a - 2 ’ ,~~~~~~

‘ ‘ C  hf ’n ’ a t n :  ~-.h Voprona ’iin h I -n - o ;s i n O ’ . ” ’ - r t ~~ I t i ”  i i i ’’ ( C’i F c n r t -~.ira t~ a c  ‘ . ora
o~ t n-a” ! ! i : t ,or :  Of t n - a ’ ’  C h i n - a c n e  i’ oi -~’r- -,an i a  i- ’’~rt ) , h~ m : - i a a s r , i : ’t , no. ~
( J a m , ” 1’ ,a’- 8) ,  pp~ 9 ’ 1  - P ; ,t Y , iaolaa!o’,’ : . ,’ an ,r. a . ,  ,~ ‘ 7 , ’ :or r. P r n f s o i i a z o ’ . v K i t - c ’
(The De t ruction of T r a i n -  U r c i o n -  i n  C I . i r a ) ,  Ko anrnu r ai n-, .~c- . 10 ( June  l ’s8) ,
pp. ( , ( - _C ; ~

, . N ekr  so ’. ,  “N’ ,~~’ nn ’ : , - ’ - - - 
- - ~~, ‘- - 11t ni ~.e Grupo

t’ha o Tse~~ra ,n a ” (On th e  I a m a ’  a - ‘ am -‘onom n - I  c i a - i l  a n ,, on  - - ‘ ~
‘ so P

Group),  ionimna n i i a n -t , so . I: ( - ~a.~, -i t u as ’~~, 
~~~ IC - . —,J. .

“7Thornton , C r , n n  , ‘-ar . — -

“~
‘John Cor - rib-ca r ’ , “ T ’ino—So va ‘5 1- mc P r a ” , m i c r  Lfl’- ‘

~~~ 
~~~~~~~ ______

Ft r—N e~ : 1 IQ M ar -c :  l a ’’a , ,  a, e c .  -‘, , n .~~~; 
‘‘ i n - a — cviet .  n a y -  - n et - n ’ -

a ’ - : -  h Bu llet in - ,, ~~ F n ’ a , :’a - r  Y- ” I , ,  p.  ‘ .1.
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~~“Hard f’Iords on ~ino—Tlo’.’met ‘Conci 1i- -tion ’ ,“ o n -j e t  -‘- n - -  -

( : h-’ November 197L): - . -~a e ’:e— a ’ .’nt r c ’ r. r ~~‘o spe nt twc- a I ’n - : ’r m. n- ma n - a  -

Irkutak area had noted S a c  ci m r t m a r b - ’ .na ”rt s On-a ‘ a - i ’ ‘ I ta - i ; a ea - e4tor i 4n - oln “ a
L-orhcr. Supply t a t  ‘ i n  ‘,ne r -c ’ a n - a n - t h - a  i i’ ’ f ,~ t a m ’ -  “i a- st , and the ,’ r’e—
tu rn ed w~,th zinc cof’ m m :  “In A p r i l l ,~~1, - a n excep tionally 1na- r~’c
number of soldiers ‘~n e. ’-c’ ki lled , - rid at t ha t  time sealed c o f f i n :
‘arr ive d in Irkutsk ‘~a~a 3 ’h e-’- ’en ‘ - r i - t i’ c’s wen -- ” not -allowed to open...
n-’ve y ’- ’one in I rkut sk i’ c’on’-d, ’n -ne ’ ! th at :‘, . r ’,’;i th  Ch ina  is ir,evit’n i n ’ .”

T~lk o a’ sealed zinc co ” fin n - cor a i a r  b a c k  t a - ,’ oua - ’ r n Irkutak in April ,
which residents p r e r m a m e d  to be ‘ rotc t- ~~n n -  a n r i d i a - c l o s e d  border c lash ,
wa - n -  also reported h -‘ He dni ck I nn! t.n , T ia ~ h u n - s i  ‘ann a ( li e ’: Y or k :  ~ a. - - r na - fl. ’le /
The ~1e-a York Time s Book Co . ,  i n ” ] - ) ,  p.  C’~( . ~“e t r es s  repor ’t n n ro an ,
T~v’iet, Central A s i an  c i t i es  no t ed  e-,~tenn- jia ” c ivi l  del ’ense e x e n -  I a - e r
and urperit bomb sheit,er ronn tm- ’s~ t.i ona i,rn ~i n a t  susie-ar ‘ittack. hee :
“Hard T ords on Sino—So viet “ l o n c i l s - t i o n ’ , ” p .  2. Other indicstors
su,’agema t the occurrence o~ a - I i ’ r r i f i c - ij it border cl-a~ ’aes -at  tha t  t ir e .
For example , major am-card s were presented for defense of the Sino—
Soviet f ront ier.  -p es i  ~‘ic’,1l , in l~ 7I I I n c I r a n - a ’ —B wa’il Milj t am ’ :
) i n ’t r i c t  was awar d ed t k n C  Order of’  l en i n .  See: Uch ebno e Posob ie Po

C , a ici n a al’ noj  Voennoi o - i - - -otovke (Text—Boom n o r  In i t ial  Mj l i~~~ y Tr a ~ rm ; ;a , )
(Noscow: DOSAAP, l97,~~~ p. ~3. Pun-c-over’ , on 1.” April 1974, b,- , a
decree of the Pre sid iun of tm -a ’ Supreme Son--let , the an - na il -’ newspaper
of the T r a n a s — B a i k - ] ,  l~’i ’a n t - .r  Pi t a - I n - S  -~rir - - r ~ ard ed t he  Order 01’ the
‘a,ed - tar for “great merit 5 in t i n e cn n h i l l z ’ at i o n n of Soviet soldiers in
tire defense of the o - . iet  hom eland arid f m i t h : ’i:l work in the communist
and su i t -ar , ’ education of t !n ’,’ f o r n e a ~ of t im e  ai m t . r i c t . ” See: “Gazeta

Po ev- ’iIe Podgotovf-n ’~” (The  n - J c , j n f l ’~~~(’ i ‘II I ~‘~il it  n. r ; ’ Readiness),  ‘,‘oe rp ~i’~
‘:-nntnIK , no. 9 (September l”7n), pp. ‘ a n , r I .  l iar a dditional n - al: —
c ’ia-~~j 3fl of’ awards ama - d e c o r - S  i a-an - - mn - ’e a ”nta’ .1 to forces on the sian - ia—
o-:~n’t border see: ~f - ’ s7 n i n t o a - n , “ T o v i r t ,  In , t n - n - a-n - t n- ,” p. 773 .

~~Fr.anz Michael , “ - ‘ i a - i m a ’ ’an’ a 1 m m  ne t  Union: h’-ni i t in g for ?-‘ao
to  IJI e? , ” Current  H i n  tori’ aSO ( a- n - a t , c ’p iac m’ 107f) :  1OL,. Briefly, the
n - n e w Ch ine se  a”onm.nl - at i o ’ m  d i v , -~e l oin ‘i ~- a n ’c ’t j ofl~~ into three “worlds ” :

a t  of t h e  superp o~.-e r’a. ( i C r  U ” i ’~ U” ] , t .n n-at of ’ Un-’ lesser capit :.lia t
“ ca - n a n - i t s :  c . ,  ~nd the “third ‘- .‘o r I c i ” —— t i a a ”  ‘ ‘aria : of ’  rr”ol’ution—which
‘ ma - rj j l j a t  Pai na would 1n-”d . In - i ‘ h P  new - cheme the socialist “c~ ap”
no lona n’er ‘-x :n--ted . T h u r  , C h i n a -i ’ m’ ‘o m en - challe nge to the Soviet
Union for leadership in t , f a e  roc i- ” TLI nt camp was -abandoned under the
excuse th at the c amp no l n r r e : -  e x m n - t e m i . .-\ccordin~ to Mich~~l,
“Ta ’a ’a new fo~~ ul a t i a m a -  of  tm - c t m - a - - c  n ’ao r ld a ‘nd of China ’s role in t a n’
world ca ~ therefore be re.-”.r - d a ” - i  ‘as a m e t re i t -  from the conflict with
‘- ‘e’ co”.’, in the ~~me a-a n-’ t a t  t ’ a e  - C h i n e m a ’  i n o i P. ’ion during the c u l tu r a l
r”” Oi .t no r :  wa -s a 8a ’ e t .  den -h ~c- a p r — - n - n - r a t  f ’ or e i5n  in te rvention in an

“ n - c a l  ‘onf’ljct .” - ( ‘C - 1 a m  : B. K o l or -Co ” , “VaerC n - a epo l i t icheskie
t o n t  - “ n - t  - a- i Maoizzn a ’’ ( - ‘orci n - ’na Fo1ic’~ C o m a s  ‘pt i oma n of ~‘. r i o i n ’m ) ,  ~~
i - n .  ( ‘ ‘ ‘n1 ’crous Cons’ a ’) ( t a - n - c - a , - p ou t i n - a ]  -t , 1’) 7t1 ) , p. 17h , “iI~ - a

.1 i n -ed i n  Me~hdu~ it’oa:,.,, ‘a ,l’ . :~~n’ ( In t e : ’ , a , a a - an al life), no. 1
Januar y ~-.97P ) , pp. -

- I —‘ I ; I .  P r h :  on v rind C . -S p a - u n , “ Ideologiche skie
~a-rrsi i I e k in a ”  (j ”~m-~- n - c a , ’ ‘ ~ Ideol -aa~’ic -al , - m a - i - aa ’- n a a a-~ -,r ) , I~a ns r~ji t m,a n ’:

m a .  .17 , alco publi - i  ‘“ - in M e z h d a . , : a - r ’o a imi :  -‘ .,hi zn ’ , no. 9 (~fep t , emni at- :
i’)75 ) ,  pp .4 7— 59 .
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VT ipet : i ..l ’ r a o i  - en. :  i i  f l n - n a e s ’ a I  ‘ n a o a  Sn n . n i n l e i  ‘a - U I ”  ( A t  t ,L ’
- n -x t t ’r Special ,n-ession o~ t im — U ’] ’] ~‘n-nae r ; ,i A: - - ‘mcbi” ) ,  - -a - ‘ -n -a , 1. - ‘a p r ’a I

1971,, p. 4.

“Plenum i’ sX ~~ i “ ( i - I  : r n ~: ’ . ,  e s a i on o t t~ e f- ’] or a a ’]ol i an Peop le ‘a.
! c”o1ution~a-n’j Party), rn -- a --c a -, 11 June 1971 ’ , p. A .

33B. Kolo skov, “0 Chem 2 - a n n s k j z ,”. ’ n-:~ ut. J’~t : - b - n o ” ( h a t the , 1n-d 1—
Posters s- ni’) ,  Pravd n -,~ 7 Jul:.’ 11/1 .,  p. 1.

e shit el’nyi Pro te st ”  ( riph’aSic: 1’ r o t e n - t ) ,  i ’a ’ na v ~ u , 21 June ii’7 1.,  -:
p. 5. As fu rther e ri ,dence 0 ’] ’ the  c o n : - i : t e r a c i  oS the Soviet, position ,

a m - e a a p i t e  continued C m - i n c a  e n u d e - n ’  t e n a - t a ’ in t h e  atmosphere , “p ok Lut~ r m -
a t i ”  atmosp here over the t ’]h~ - , ” :ifl ’t  “ ro ’,oc — - t lon S on the border , ” t a - n a

Soviets m ai,ntained t m - a t  f l h i n e n - r -  : aa ij j t ’j ’  prep 3r nt i on s  “pointed out
th e  course of nn il it ’ r izat ion of t ,he whole c a - n m a t r  ,

“ but that “ttn - r
- t senl’th of the Maoi ts is w a n n t e d  in f :mi io , ar’nn - .” In other words ,
“ m in a --a did not repre n -n t  ~a tm -n - e at . ‘ee: G.  Ochirbat , “Vo Vred Delu

notsio1izma -~~~ Podry- ’n -‘]‘h f l e i n t ’,I i ’  -H , i- ’ - ol a t,o’: Protiv Mongol’ skoi
‘ ‘n-rodnoi Pespubliki” ( H a r m fu l t o t he  Ca er e  of ’ Socialism—About ta -n-c ’
l in a t ern imn -In c Aa ’t iOfl~ o f the !“ -c~~- t -  ,S”~In : t  t a - c  Mongolian People ’s
republic), Trud ( L a i n - a ’ ’ ) ,  7 le n-at ia - n i  a - e m  I ’m , .

There can be li tti a - doubt th - t tine Cino4~o’an’o1ian border war.
an important Soviet 1-lil it al’- : p ren  - na-re point ‘i~~~In a- t C h i n a a  at th at hI m : . - .
In addition to evides e ‘1 re~ dy cit cci , note t h ’at the ‘ -oviets mounted
a propigand c ampaign to : eden - c th e  lo -n-a t , ’ of r :,aost ant  national
minorit ies in thi s a t a -  ‘ -t an - - ’iC Ii’: . ‘- C r :  “ l n a a i a i r - k i  Zhurn al o Polit,I- ,e
Maoisto v ” (Ind ian M - a 5 -  zine on the PolIc;.’ of the  U a o i n n t s ) ,  Pr~ ’,’d -,
June 1971 , ,  p .  5; H ail - m o Chu—ma o and Vu Lie h— a n - n e - an - a’ , “Opa-snoe S k h o a s t ’  o—
Pis ’mo iz Ki t - ala ” (Dangerou a~, P ea embl- -.nce—l,a - t . t e r ’  From C h i n a ) ,  S lt e r - - t u r —
nal i Ga-zeta, no. 3? (7 ,-‘n , a,n rt , 10 7/ ) ,  pp .  ‘a , 11 . Note also close co-
operation between poli i c - a l  o f ” i c e r s  of t h e  Son --j et Arm ; . ’ ifld the
Mongolian Peop le ’s Aron - ’ in the r e a l m  of popul ation control “to in-
crease bat t le—readine .  - . “ See: “V Orde n a a  Lenina Zabaikal ’ skom
Voennom Okrug e” (I n tm - c  Order-o f—Len I n Tma ~nsL- n, ik ’ a1 ~‘]iJitary D i r t n - P t ) ,
Kommunist Vooruzhenn ,r],h Cii (Corm-snuniat of’ the Armed Forces), no. 9
~ fay 1974), p~

”
~4.

3
~ ”Prib~~ ie v Pek in i e”  (A r r i ” - ’m l in Pek ing) ,  I n  siP, ~b June l97~.,

p. 4; “Ot” ezd iz Peki r ,-~” (Dep arture From i’ek ing) ,  P r n - a v dea , 19 A ugust
1974 , p. 3.

3’
~~itai Posle X C” ezda i S a - K ”  (Chin - i ’ m  F i n - c  t he 10th CCP Congra ’ — - , ~,

Koninuni a’ t; no. 12 ( August 1’a - 71 , ) ,  pp . 97—115 ( n - sp I n-isi s added).
)ulb id

39Ibid .
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1C ’~ Kruchira: ’ , “F ‘— i P - n m - n a - ; “ ] a L ; j -  ‘f ’ “ ( On-a the t in  .~n - n - a - . .  —
n- e s a - ’. r ’  o~ the ~~C’ , P a - ’ - ’ c ’  , 1 C tohc r ii?! , p. / , .

11John Bryan Starr’ , “ ‘
~r~m ac i t  i - a .  ‘ r t . COn f ’]re as to the P n  ‘ n - ~~ ” n - —

- ‘n - i a ’ ol’ Hun Kuo—fenp -
‘ i , a n i ]  I c  a n ’  e o f  the ’ C o I a a - - n  of the C .t , - ‘

Chi n a ,, n - , -: t c r l y,  no. ‘
,~ ( a a ntr ’ran (n-a r l’- 7 ’ f ’ ) ,  p~a’ . ;, - i — i - S .

14 ’ Perelomo v , “~- ‘ao i n n -- - -  -1i~ -t i Yo :a ’ m .~ - 1  ‘ ra tn ,y, ” pp . l~ . —J33 ( . A n - 1 : ’: n ~~ : un-acm )

“ia- a Puti Sot :ni—mlizrn ’., [)~~ ziah ; i t- ’~ n - - ” (On  t ine  Pa th  On- Soci a l i a s ,
Friendship ~nd P e a c e ) ,  ‘ - - ‘ h - ,  T h e n  t i n ” ,  ~7 So’; n’i r b em ’ 170., p .

n - i~ ,. ej lj Te l ei: a ’-af ‘ C-p i n - a t ’  1, c ’Z:nea - ’ ( P a il Te 1e~~r ’a - p mn Lies A 1~ a :; .
______  

20 December i- d 7/ ,, p .

Y akolev , “Problem;.’ O st ’ i u tr i s  l]erer ahenn; ,-mi—Zarmbezh naai
Pechat ’ 0 Vnutripolicinesiaorr Polozhenii n-- K it- an: ” (Problems Ren~ain Un-
solved——Foreign Press on the  I n . tea’n ’~I Politic 1 Situation in Chin ) ,

- Izvestiia , 4 Janu— ar -
- ia , 7  - , p .  ~ ( -‘;rrsh: a n - a i a -  ‘ n a n - e d ) .

“
~~t arr , “From the in-atm- S — a r t - :  C a m p s -n a  ,

“ p .  466.

L71 Aleksand ro ’- , “~ a - z u n - a ’ i  I Sn- a - k t i h - a — (  Novoi Konstitutsil YN ~
( Iloy tn u and P r j c t i c - m ’ —~~-n the FSC ’ an Ne ’.-; Const i tu t ion) ,  Pra~~ a, 5
Februar ’,’ 1975, p. L .  (,‘aI~ o ~ub1ia-ahed in f’ raa a- n -i l l K u a - s ,  pp. 51—6 5 )

1
~~Ctarr “From t a , a : -  1: t in . P - -rt  - Son -vn - - ”r  r , ” pp . 1.n.C—l , 6 7.

:mnd ro’ , “Lozu n-”i I P r - am - - t n - I  - -  
,
“ p.  1

a 

~°A .  Kmar . ik o ” , “Ch to Skr . ’a - n - t n -  ia- z ’ . nUn- n p ’a -;rshchehiia~j  v K i t a n ”
(Wha t  is Behind the Hidden , ‘ -hi ”t a~ I r a  Chin ) ,  Sn - n d ’ -1 7 Februar,’ 197 - , s.

51Ibid .

“Prib .’ t ie ‘; f - e k i . n  Cl ’” ;;  - o ’-e t  n l-n o i ~e 1e’’ at ci i” (Head of S o - - n - c t .
Delegation Arrives in Sek in ,- ’ ) ,  I : -  ‘,‘h n-a, 1~ f”e in - i -n - ma r-,’ 1.75 , p. 4.

53”Study Well t~~a r T i n c o r :  of the D i c t ; m t o n - a  hip of the Proletariat ,”
editorial , Peop~e ’s D m111,’, 9 Febru n-ar ’ : 197 , t n  nra- . in Pekin& Review 18
(14 No vember 1975 ’)’i A .

54Thi s attack ra u i’pe n ;te ci the inclusion of some milt nar y men n~~ong
the “class enemy,” for while crit ,icism of J im ; a~~ h~~ been mut ed a-t
the 10th P irt ’]T Cong r ’ r a s a a , j i st i’e ’]or -c t I ne  congre ss his heresy had teen
relabelled “ultra—righte st” from “ult r a-— Ic t i n t  .“ See : Wich , “Tenth
Part;,’ Congress,” pp. ‘35— ~~ 1 , 51,7; t. a m ’ , “From the 10th Party
Congress , ” p. 459 .
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~~~ Yn ’] -ao le ’: , “5 ~~a - -- 5 . . r- 0 , i r }n e :  k a l  a K ’ n ;p n i l  v ~ i tae ” (N ~~:
Poi., t .lc  ‘ 1 f - ’m p ” i r -’n i n  Shi ni ), V ~- a , P 7 r”~a 1’’75 , p .  5.

‘A 1, Ia ’ ] .

~~ ‘ - r:  ‘‘o~n-oz~;dc ’n -jn - a - J an - - m n - n  ‘ k m  The: t a , ; — a  - -n o ’ .- ’ .’ 515 “ ( a -  ~1 e r a  e o’] -~ in-

Prism -n-i s in Chin’.), V s-n iH, r ~‘ ‘ r c i a  107 ’- ,  a .  5. en - also : ~
Y Pole ’.- ’ , ‘‘Kogo ?~‘] j l in , .t  a-: ‘a- ’ .in-~v’’’ (‘‘boa’. i-a- a -Un k in r ’ ]  i’ a- a r doninn --~F ) ,
Pr n - . n - i i , I !‘Sarch l’aSa- S, p .

b , Pekine Ct e a ’ t, ’,ia i a n t -  V oc -m ana  :1; P r ’ a - - a a t u p n i k o ’-~’ ( C- ar’ Criminal s
are Feted in Pekin~ ), Pa’ - ’,- c t ’ , J7 m’ c’I~ 1975 , a .  5; “Pekinskie
:Jen -er . mt r;.” ( S c S i . ,  ‘ a- - nm - - , . - -na ) ,  m t ~~ .”, ‘n - ~- ‘] a - rch  1975, p . 3.

~~‘j oint Coi:mua: L cu ~~, ” i n c]u i c - d a:; app endix to i r in d i s  0. .~i l c ox ,
~~~~ th e S- rn an - I - ia - c- n (N e ’, a York:  ~ r’;e ’n; n- luslishers , 1974),

pp. 87— 9 1.
60 -The loss of P n - -ra Mc a- Thou t on 13 V’ , r ” a - n -  197 5 tr iprn -e a-ed Saigon ’s

decision to withdr’o ’.’ fro rr , t nn n  Cen t r a l  Hiphl nan dn. —n rou t followed.
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enjo” Mao ’s confidence- , hir a st a’ecord identified him more w ith
the veteran Party o n - i c - i - - i s  t h n n  v i t h  the “left ist  radicals. ” See:
Chang , “M ao ’r Last S t — nc,?,” p. U, . )

‘°~‘Ibid .

1’°
~ iichard Steele with John Lindsa, - , Paul Brinkley—Rogers , Hal

Bruno, “C itizen Nixon in Pekir ~ , ” New , we ek ,  1 March 1976 , ~~~~. 30—31.

103”Provokatsionnai a Politiku Pekin ‘ n ’ (Peking ’s Pro vocatiomal
Policy),  Pravda , 4 March 1976 , n .  8 ; Yu .  Shtyk ax~~v, “Nash Ko~~ent a ri i:
Opasn:ie Ambit sli Peklna—Podzhigatel ‘sk ~i a Politika M ~~i st skogo
Rukovodstva Idet Vraz~ez c Ch-’niariniin-rni Narodov ” ( Our Co~~entary:
Pekinçy s D angerou s Ambitions—The Maoist Leadershi p ’s Inf1anm~-ator ’,
Poli cy Conflicts with the People ’s Asp ir t 1 o n r ) ,  Izvestiia, 6 Apr11
19Th, p. 3.

104Leoriid Zn-in:’t~n (General :urector of T & ’ S ) , “Vzglia~ na Froh1e~ . - :
R aund Bor ’b - ’ zn -a V 1-as-t ’ n-a- Pekine ” (Lc ’3kin f  at a Problem: A New

a - ound of the Power :t runr le  in Seh~a n m ’ ) ,  1’- ’e t i i 3 ,  2 Apr il l97~- , p. 3.

10 Tbid . ( Rmp~- a n a - i r  added)
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:tar r , “From the  i f - t a -  5’i ’  t ‘ C o n ’r - e s n - , ” pp. /+7 8—L79 .

1071bid., p. 1.75 ; “ - 5n ;~t hoes t he  Incident at Tien An Men Sn -~~- a - x - e
f-how l ’ , ” editorial , f a - o p ie’ - - n :  , LP April 197t3 , trans, in Peking
Re-- In - -A 1—; (23 April 1 7 - ’

~~: 1- . .i . ni~ icant55:, t his editorial linked
Ten~ with “he alth- , - e a r -  n - ca - n - ”: and a - j a r - t a  ~j cd c - i n.; defeat as a setbac k
f-or the Soviet Union .

“From the 10th 1’ :r’ tj Con~ress,’ p. 479.

Sobviumn -~r v Kit se”  (ha - a  -:s’ent : in C h i r n a ) , Pravd a~ 7 April
1?7s , p. a ;  Sem:.’ono ’-- , “Gor ’kie P lod:’ N aoi zma , ” pp. 43—4 6.

110Ibid .
111,,

‘nec footnote l,~
1 1 ’‘ Just the S- 1:e~

’oi-e , - n Ta- ”e a t.55 -- rticle had raised the
a- n ’ t r -n t f ’i l c  I a -’ a - - ’~e b- - ’ denoi ,a’m c i n c  - s h i n ’  ‘ n-~ e ”for t r - to create a “counter-

ba lance to the So ’iet  Union ” in - a  A c - i n - .  ‘lee: Sht - ’kano v , “Nash

F 

Komment- mriE: Oa- ;’ n - a ’e -lrs~- i t s i i  C n n - m a , ” p .  Ia- .

~13Zarn .-tin , “,‘z. - ’li - ;d n-s S n - a l - i c -r u , ” p. 3.

Brinid e — a-’ o~ e rs n - a S  S - ~ r ie: Liu , “ f -n i n a :  Ver ; Much Amiss ,”
Cews , -me ek , 15 March 197a-L~, p.  21 .

115Andrew Nagor n -n I ‘ - i tS P n -i 5a’Ir1 -:ie - — ‘ogers and Lloyd H ~onr-~ma ,
“in the i-hke of a “ t o n - u n , “ ‘P s  a r e - ; ; ,  26 ~pril 19’7 6 , pp. 15—16.

Uc-Ibid .

1171 - Alekandro r , “he -k in- a ~ 
- -o :et sko- .h itaisk ie Otnoshenii a ”

(Peking ~raS ; ovi et— - - : ~~~~~ h e l - - t i o a a r ) ,  Pr avd a, ~~ April 1976 , p . 5 ;
K .  Anure ve ’i , n--Antiso vetizm i .-~ratikommuni an- r~~Tdeo’oni ia  i Pr:tktib
Maoizmn a’ (Anti—So’-i~- t,i nrn - a - z n - a - ;  - -a - n - n - t i _~ onmurii~m—-—Ideolog’~’ and Practice
of ~ aoism) ,  N e z h d u n - n - ’o’ln -~~ ‘ l a n - n ’ , no .  5 ( .Jun e 1976), p. i~2 ;

e m , ’onov , “Gor ’kie I loS - K - o i n - s - , ” pp. 55- — IC .

C” ezd ~ongol ’ ;koi Nnir odno— Cevoliut nionnoi P artii—.
‘ ech ’ Tovarishcha F. B .  Kul .ko’:- ’n ” ( 17th S oni~ress  of the Mongoli an
People ’s—F evolutionar. ’ P ’mi ’ty— -peech of Comrade F. B .  Kul akov),
h r a- ’,’d’z, 16 June 107’, ,  p • 1,.

11 ”Ob nn t ano\-f - c P r o v i n t r 5 5 ’nkh Si t  ~a ” (~~1tuation in China ’s
Provinces) ,  Pravda, 17 June 1 7 -  , p . 5 ( n -’np c- ’isi~ ~~ded) .  On t h e
S n-ia -c p i~e in--i Prnvd -’m, ‘1 n- ra or -t . r -~ i d e  not e m i ~ao ‘ s unsa tisfactor~ n -t ‘nt e
o ’ h~~lth. The irr~-, l i c ’ t a ~~’n ‘,.“- “  t a  - ‘t ~ t in - c ‘ m n - d i c a - ’, l .  were abou t to
lone f5eir’ main n , 0tn - a - ’ m e ~ ‘ p V”t~. n ’  “ oOh~ h C a - n ’ : .n iz l e k  i n n ”
( J n : o n - - r m n t .a on f-roe n ” e n -~~a - a ’ ) ,  r ” d , 1/ , ‘ a ; m e 19’/n , p. ‘a- .
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i’ o1o zF ;cn ~ i N t - -”  ( r n- t’l i- atL tion in Cc-irza) , Pran-’~ ’- ,
5 June 1” - ’- , p. 5. ~~-e- i s o :  C .  ‘{ - mi-n -ole’:, “ lzc -~en~e Komrnuni stu ” V

Nit ;e ’’ ( -\ : ;n - s~u 1t on Communista- in C h i n - n )  , I n - ’’SI ’i 53 June 197’ , p.

“Ch ina Says it  ‘ n - i l  ‘ I a - ’ e n  ‘ Y o r e - a , T - is; an , ” t a -a rc -  and Ctr i ~ ~ a-

- ‘7 June 1’-Y7 6 , p. 23.

hin,’ton ;-~h i - - a i - n - - -  ,
“ U. . Ce-i n- & ;‘orld Feport, 26 Jul: 197

p.  1) .

7 Lazare ’,’ , ‘C o t, : i ‘ml ‘ n i C I t ok i  V ’ao i ,  t koi Politiki” (The
Social Sources o ’ !-: a l t  Poiir-ie~ ), hoa -a - ’-a - , n i ,  , mao. 12 (August 1976),
pp. 10’l—ll- ( Cra p has in  - idded).

Ibid.,  p. 11

1’ Ibid ., (~~ p h a n - i a  -dded )

l
~~~

L Ibid p. 114.

‘7lbid . (,lt t h i n - -  time “I— ’ -o in :t ” d omin ated the Standing Committee
of the Politburo. A. ’te-i’ the do tS of - Chu Teh in early July, Yeh
Chien— ’,-in~’ wa-n - ’ the ooi, a- leader let in the ltan ding Committee who
did not reinforce Mao ’s i n t e n - - e n t s . This nupports the notion that
the Soviet appeal wa~n-n d i rec teh ‘at a bro- m ; ter c-eCment of the Chinese
leadership .—R.L.F.)

1’
~ Fox Butterfield , “ Chin - - ‘ a; Le ft i -  t : Ire Now Called ‘Capitalist—

~‘oaders ’ , “ New York S i r e n - a ,  20 October 197 , p .  3.
1
~~”Wide Unre n - a t  Reaort ,ecj in C h i n - ~~A rr- n- a - -  , “ Stars  and Stri pes,

31 August 1976, p. 1..

130jeremiah C’Le-n -r -
, “PeP ,i n a - - ’ Hel ped P n n - c i f ; ’  North Korea , Officials

So-’,” Star -n - a - -n-ma d ~lt n - - ’i r r s, e’l Aa - , ’m n - a  S ~~~~~~ p. 1. . Chinec-e intercession
was nrob hi - ‘ re r an - en -  n -C - - H  ,~ ( ( ‘re t  “r ’ of t at e - ~, i s r i r m ,il e n - - , after the
r1a- ,a-in~ of the  two Arm ’ o f - f i r e r -  b:: N orth Y o r e - n - a - n c -, n -ret  wi th  Huang
Chen, head of Chin ’s Ii n m -on U i - a -c - ion in . s-c-ington.

131Chinese Predicts ;-:orid “ i , ” n - t a rs - nan - i  5trip,~~~ 9 Sep tember
i S V ’ ., p. 2.

Ib id .

~~‘~a-j Pekthe ” ( i a - n -  Pe~ in n - ’ ) ,  - ‘- ‘a- 
~ 11 :leptember 197 a -- , p. 5 ;

‘T seremora.iia v Pekine ” (Ceremon . ’ n a- i n ;- ; c - n , ’ , r n - an -ui ’, is Septembe r 157” ,
p. 5.
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1 “Poseshchenie on;ol ’ : t - -  a- N 2~~” ( V i a i t  to P ’C Smbasa : ) ,  Pr ;m ~~ ,~
14 Sep tember 197:1 , p.  L, .

135”Mo &cow Stop a Ariti—C hinn Pol emic;- ,” —loviet :orld Outlook 1
(is October 1976): “ . Ct hn-n - - oviet bro-a-J r- ont s to China reiterated
Soviet rnili t -nr ’;.’ and economic a - ian - to Chin n-~ before and during the
f orm - .a~ive :jears of’ the [‘PC , n - a rid a broade n- a t  on 18 Sep tember pro-
nounced So\riet support or ’ C h i n : -  ‘ a e f ’ o r t c -  to “liberate” Taiwan .

“China S-a s P o u r ’  ~t U l  ~n t i—h on - - i e t , ” St ar s and Stripes,
27 September l97aa , n -- i . ; 7. The  an i-Il ~ - ; n t i c l e  was transmitted
in n r t  b - : the New China ~ew: t~~n” na ‘ on Sept ember, along with
the somewhat con t ra d ic to r - - - commr ’nt az ’; ,; ira -~d’,lch the Soviet Union w-n-, s
n--c n e - n - - n - - e d  to as a “ ca-h 1i ar’ menace. ” Sic-n -ce this -~n ’ mS not the sam e
n - na  c - 1 lin ~e the Soviet Union ~ “p a-per ti,’er,” th er e  was an apparen t
d iffe rence  0±’ opinion among Cn ,m ; , e n - - e leoders with access to the
media , concerning relations with the U sa-P .

- - The NC~A bc -- n  in the p a s t  p r e n e  a - t ed  th e  pro—Ameri can , n-n -nt
Co ’riet vie~.to int durin~’ high—le e-i del -a t e - n -  on Chinese foreign poli.c:
when other press ora- ’-~rm: set iOn -~ t n -b e  pr -cm— Ic- id “line .” See:
F . Charles  Parker , “The  7r -o-~r e r s  of - Co - - s i ck .  t r at e~ ;,’ , M arch~Ju1y
l9~1 ’ (research pope:’, The 000rCe- ‘4 - a - b i n - t o n  Un i ve rsi ty ,  March 1071, )
p. 8. Moreover, con- n-tc :nnpo ran-’ e’:ents ;u~’a -e n .t 55 t NCNA was the ‘ mou t n - - -.
piece ” for the pro—h’ - ‘

~ ~- m c t i o -  i n - n - the Chine se leadership. In t h e -
6—7 Octobe r 1976 purge of - “ l e n - t i c - t n - :” supporters of Mao , officials
of the propag anda or - a c - :  — n - p e a - - i  i caii  - - Peop le ‘ a Daily and Hsinhu a
News ACenc:,- (NCNA)—— un re arre , t e d .  ‘ed : “Zap adnai a Pechat ’ o
hob ’-ti ia- ikh v Pekine” (;-;c’n-tern I re-c-s on :-“.‘ents in Peking), Pra vd a,
14 October 1976, p . 5 ;  P u t t e c - C ie l d , “China ’s L e f t i s ts  Are Wow C -~~1~~
‘C-a pitalist—Roaders ’,” p. 3. Denied access to the media , the
“r’n-n-dic—il nc- ” were un-able to pub l i c - i voice t;,ejr dic- inatisfaction with

a- t n - n e  officially—sanctioned “line” that the - o - ,’iet Union was a “paper
t iger , ” and so their charac te r iza t ion  of t. me O’,’ie -t Union as a
“militart’r menace ” w - m : -  not ob served in the C h 2 n ~ a - c press after 8
Cct ober , a-lthoun9n the ep i th et  “ta- per tia-~e c- ’ r an t  i,n--aued to be printed
after t i n - a n t  date . See: “ -o n e - S  i ” i lit ‘arc-’ Thre at : Fa- eality Not
‘~‘9-’th5 ’ ,“ .--1. ep tern h-ea- NICNA n -on - n - se - n t  -ar ,- , tr nnnc- . in Peking Review 19
(8 October l97~)~ 1~~, 1, 5 ;  “The C h l n e - ;’e Governm ent WIll Continue
to C—a rms- Out  Resolutel:,’ Ch ’airuin n-a n ~ --o ’c- c- evolutio n-n-ar’-’ Line and Po1icie~
in -n - Foreign Affairs,” Speech h-. Chainr ’an of the Chinese Delegation
Chiao Yuan—hue et the U.Tf-. Gener al A :-emhl Session of 5 Octobe r , ‘a
p r in t e - i±  in People ’s hail -‘ 10 October l0’~a- , trans . in Peki Review
in’, ~15 ‘lr t ,oh er l97~ ~: -

‘ ; “~a-J e’~; T e - a- rn - - ’ O fn - ’ensive Bears See s of
Pe~ ’e n -m t, 

,
“ Ce-k in~ ‘n - -~ r - - -  a m a -  ( IJ O ’ r - n l a e r  i~ 7r ) :  19; “Soviet People ‘ a-

Ct rc-n- -rle A a-’c-i rn-~ t ~Iew T: 
- rr ,“ e- -- n n ~ a - , e - e--~ ira ( 1-  No vember 1976): 2.

— 

“ X X X I  hessi ia  ‘l c- : ir ’r ’- l  ‘ r n - n i  As s-nLlei OON—V-:stup lenie A .A .
Cram . ‘no , ” (T tn - i rt , ~-‘Y~ r ’ “ e m n - ’ i o n -’a- o f ’  t h e  U . ‘1. General 55 n -emh lv— --A . A .
Gr omyko ’s a p ~ e c h )  , Pr -  ~

- ‘ a- ,~ ~~m ‘ eptrs it ci 1 a- a - n  
, pp. L — 5 ;  “Mo scow

top s a t , i —flh in a -a  Pol emic s , ” n .  .
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~~”Postoiannomu Komitetu ‘/sekitai an-kogo Sobraniia Narodnykh
P redstavitelei j . Goi~.carstvennomu Sovetu Kitaiskoi Narodnoi Res—
publiki” (To the St ,cindi ng Cornn,ittee of the Nat ional People ’s Congre 3a
and the State Council of the Chine se Peop le ’s republic), Pravda,
Izvestii a, 1 October 1976, p. 1.

140I . Aleksandrov , ‘l ’)vad st -n-t ’ Cern ’ Let KNP ” (Twenty—Seven Year s
of the PPC ), Pravda , 1 October 1976 , p. i, (Emphasis added). M anj
previous Soviet articles hod , with qualification, praised the politi-
cal course taken by the Chinese before the 1960’s, but this was the
first , to my knowledge, to mention Soviet support for Chinese initi-
ative s toward the US . This article could be viewed two ways:
historically and contemporaneously . Viewed historically, the
article does not make cm c-re at de al of sense. At the er~ of the
1950 ’s and in the earl :-,’ 1960 ’s the Soviets put public pressure on
the Chine se on behalf of an “atom—free  zone . . .in the Far East and
the entire Pacific Basin ,” a proposal ignored by Chi na . In the
early 1960’s the Mos cow—Peking dialogu e escalated into a di~~ute ,

a- then ‘a conflict, and finall : ‘a a- - if t . Thus , Soviet support for
Chinese initiative s which included the US is unlikely. See :
Zbigniew K Brzezinski The ho’—-iet Bloc (Cambridge , Mass.: Harv ard
Universit’: Press , 19o75, pp.  ~~~~ 39 L — i 3 2 . For a list of 8oviet
dnisorm ainent proposals see: “ T o’-ie ts P xp r ’cc -s Satisfaction With UN , ”
Soviet ~1orld Outlook 2 (15 J~n~unr  1977): 5—6 . Additionally , Chinese
diplomat s in !4ó~cow, when questioned by a US political officer , said
th at they were not aware of the specific Sovi et—supported Chinese
proposals alluded to in the Prnvd a ar t i c l e  (Dar ryl Johnson , Inter-
view, US Army Ru8sian Institute, C~armisch , Germ any , January 1976).
‘l’he likelihood that the article cannot be aat isf ~~ tori1y e~~1ainedby reference to historical events suggests that it may have more
contemporary me8xing . Chinese initiatives toward the US could not
be considered beneficial to the U bSR in the long term , because the:,’
would be detrimental to Soviet n -national security. Thu s, the Soviet
e qaression of s~~port ma:r be viewed as a t actical maneuver calculated

-~ to influence events in present—d ay China.
141Fox Butter 4 ’ield , “More Moderate Policy for China ir~~iceted

in Anti—Le ftist  Campai gn , ” New York ‘l imes, ~~ October 1976, eec. A ,
p. 8; J o seph KraLt , “Peking Politics Calni Down , ” New York at,
9 Febru -’ry 1977, p. 3J ; “Zapadnrni ’a Pechat ’ o Sobytiiakh v kine ,”
p. 5; Yuri Yakhontov , “Mezhdunarod n ai a Nede lia—Obozrenie” (Inter-
national Week—...An Overview), Pravda , 17 October 1976, p. 4. See also:
“Demonstrs-t siji V Pekine ” (Demonstrat ion in Peking), ~~~~~~ 22 Oc-tcl e:-
1976, p. 5; “Sin ’khu - -n- o Demon rtratsii v Pekirie” (Hsiiihua Ofl Demon—
stratiori in Pe~4ng), i” i - - su n - - , 23 October 19?’- , p. 5.

14’”Pekin~~Wal1 Po 
- te rn heport Hua is Named as Party ’S Chairman,”

New York Times,- 10 October lc-7m , ra p.  1, ~O; “M -qo Widow Held in Plot- ,”

L 

Times tSnior~TI2,October 1976, p. 1, On iii October ~n offidal Ch i n e ” e  
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spoke nrn -- a n in P ek ir a - - eon - i a r~: a” I a ’.t Fft -.d , e n - n -~~~o :, tcd Ch ~-~~i n-
o ’ the Part y ,  Ch - i n n -  o! ‘~~ he ~- ‘ 1lit n-r - Sorc .in n-~~o~a - , ~tnd would c on —
tinue as Prime N~~r a i : t € - i ; he dec lined to c~~nrnent on the rumors o ’
t n  - -n - s i ’e,~t s  of thn “f t  ~ j , .‘ :e’- ’: “Appointment of Hua as ?a:-t , ‘

~~ -

C:,ai~-man Confirmed ~ 
- Peking , - n-a - - :  Y~~

-, a-,
~~~~~~~~~~ 13 October 1976 , ~~~ 1~~ 11~

1a- ’3 Johnson In te r - - ~ e - ~ ; “ , .orldCrnm , ’ U. S.  News & ~or1d Report,
1 Jo - - n-~ ber 1976 , r~~ l U ;  “ho . cow At tempt s to Double Gam e Peking , ’
~‘o si,es- ‘o rlc~ Out locm- I (1~- Nos-ember’ 1V7 — ) : 5.

~
‘4”Mo scow A ttem ni - to Double Game i ’ eki :sy , ” p. ~; Thornton ,

ir-i- ,~ pp. 53;, — ,377 .

~~ ‘T hornton , C~ ., c m .  333.
I - - ‘~“?~oscow Attemp ts to Double G - ’~’ne Pekin: , ” p .  ‘

; “ - - ‘orid;”:- ci , ”
1 No’ - vnber 1976 , p. 1-0.

~ 7i~ i~ . Rein orcing the nredibilit-: of’ the ~oviet threat, on
15 October US Secre t -c  o~ S t - f e  Henr -’ h i c n - i r v ” e r ‘,- , -T rriea:1 that the
United St at es  “wou ld not t Sr iLTht l , a ,

~ “ j ~~e n - a-~~’iu1t on China .”
~-~onco ;~, in turn , capitrlized on it ‘abi lit :-  to repudiate I~ uis ’
“una ; f ’i c i n a l ”  statement s -as not r erare~ ent - t i i e  of Soviet policy, -‘niS
attacked Kissinger ’s “px ’ovoc’-t ion . ” ,:i’e : Boris Strel’nikov ,
“M e?Muno rodn ai a Nede] . i - - ——O bo zre n ie ” (Int ern ation a l week—An Overview) ,
~ r ” e -  ‘,~~ Ph October 1’~ - ’ - , c m .  1; “ ‘to Del -ru ~ ~l itk -am i Shito , Go spo da !
~~~~ ~~~ Sewn ~4ith :h it c  Thre ~t , Gentlemen!——th t i n -, ,  it was ohajoL~—
~. L . F . ) ,  Pr3vd a, ‘7 October 177 , c m .  1,.

Chinese Government ,-:ill Continue to Carry Out Resolutely
Chairm an h-’ao’s Revolutjon-’r- ’ Line and Policies in Foreign Aff iiin ,”
p. 14.

149”Iadernyi Vzryv v Kitae ” (Nuclear  1’ xplosion in China) ,  ;a- ,’d a,
19 October 1976 , p. 5; “Nucle ar Test in China is Boost for Hua,”
Stars and Stripe s, 19 October 1’ - ”  , p.  a .

‘50”Zaversheni e Sovet sko—Mon :cml ‘ skikh Peregovor o v” (Conclusion of
Soviet—Mongolian Negotiations), ~~~

:- - n- ’,
-
~~~~~~~ 1~O October 1976, p. 1.

See also: “Beseda L .I .  Brezhne ’, - i ’s Y .  T e d  -nL aloin ” (L.I. Brezhnev ’s
Talks Sith Y.  T sedenbal), Fr’~

vd- , 20 October 1976, p. 1.

151”T~ech ’ Tovarishcha L. I . I3re zhneva ma Plenume TsK KPSS 25
Oktiabr ia 1976 Goda ” (L.I. Brezhnev ’s Speech at the CPSU CC Plenum
25 October 1976), Pravd a, 26 October 197~~, p. ~~.

1521bid.

1 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

‘ - - -  — --

~~~~~



-
~~~~~~~~

- 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

—- - -~~~~~~~----~~~~~-~~~~~ - - -

1 “Pr’edsedote liu T - n - a t r - a l  ‘ no , ~ ~ cmr , - -~~ca ~~~ ura ~ t j ’ r , en - n -~ r~
Prart i i  Kital a Tov mr ias hchi ; K h in - a Go— ’a’ ; au ” (To t Se C hairman of the
Central Committee of tSr Chine ; Commun i-  p a r t 1 Comrade Hua K u o —
feng) ,  Pravd a, ~~ O ct o t c r  l - ’7~ , p.  1; ‘To ‘ o~: :~tten:pt ~ to Do LL In
Game Peking,’~ p. 6 .

154 ”Mo scow Atternpt a to ~oub1e 0 r~ : - ‘-
~~~~:1,- ’

,
’ p. a ; Jarr-,’l

Johnson , interview. It is  ica te re n tin: t n  con - idE r t ,ra ’t  Louis ’
reference to the disappearance o~ a nt i  — c’ let lite n- ~t~, r - e  n ro:~ t e e
Chinese railway station ma:,’ indeed b ca-c :-e Slected import ant change .’
in China . Specifically , on 15 October an official  of the P~ C
ways Ministry disclosed th at the  Mini s te r -  o~ ~ ‘~iiways , S ara Li, a
longtime Party leader and “moderate , ” who n--a -

~~ r eported ousted from
his post only the previ ou s month , had been rei:n, t a t e d .  It is not
unreasonable to imput e a connection bet ,ween the r e inst atement  OS an
and the removal of the -‘anti—~aoviet tracts. Mo re importantly, t s r
return of Wan may have been percei ved by the Soviets as representing
the ascend ancy of “mo -~er-ate” ~
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