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IS PARAPSYCHOLOGY A SCIENCE?

Ivan Karamfelov
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Ac cor~i1~i~- ~~ occ~ 1tt3r~ any obJect (a ~-:oto~-ra~~ , watc~

or a 1~ .o~w of’ ~~ :~r )  w~~~~i a erson :~ aS c:~r r i e d  or ~ . e t

wit~ for a 1on~. tt e can be used by a ci~i~ rvoyant to see

sta~ t1~ t.,~ t p . r~;o: . s t o ’ ~ ‘t o  a~ d ;~~sh es a .. ;:‘~ll a .;

~:,t ~~‘.d r ,~t.~ re ~~~~~~~ ~i . . ich ~~~ r f t ’~~ i~: the

ast r a  wor ld .  T~:e 0 C C  ) 1 t~~st ?~ n c ’~ t~ ~~ s bo .k , i-Ic~t :o1 : ;

of  ~~~~~~~ t r io  ~lai rvoy~ nce ,  h ’~ i ; . ~c!’1bed ;:~c. .  co~~crete

ca -ec .

I~ i t  r a l~~ ‘o s ~~~bIe to n~~ ‘i~ r ti : t~.e ~~ ‘:t or t -?

f f ’  ? A 1~’~ tL e re :‘~o i e  &~; ‘
~~~~
‘ ‘ ab le , . .~~t ’  c ‘

r~’~ of  t ~~Ir  t ’ : ou ’ ht s , to move o bJ e c t s  in e ’ ..ce ? ;~~at

:1 .rI o~’ ,n t e-r i a l  earr ~ er ‘u,~ it ~r-~o h -a o ~~r~ ’ t’~Dn ce the

pa st , :rr ’ ~en •J fu t ’~re ev L l t . ;  a:; re f lr c  t ed  “ r- ~~~. , ,“: . ~. il~~,

l~ ::.~ e or n’~~~~r ,r  r . i i a rcl : i r e c t L .  ~rc t ’
~~ L :’a n  ‘by

certil ‘, :i~. -~’iiaa~ 
— . f : : d ~~n ’~, J ;r ~ n t e  i’~~ t ~

‘ ‘
~ ;; year :;

r~~ eY~n~; of r e - o r t ~ ~~v; acccJ  ~ra ’wd , e’;e: . - 
t . e ‘~re eo

rt:ports of ~o:ic~ . ye ter~~ abi I ity a’eo Acr, oor eof)le l i ve

u: ’ -
~ .red. So; ..e ccc in a lL ~ of 1 ;ar t~.e :.~~t a .J

f’~. t~ r~: of t~ et r  v i :;it : r’~ , ot :~e r :  are able , over a d i st —

a.~ce , to :;,o-;-. ob ects in o~ace ;~~ th only a -i- . : : ce , etill

y~ ere :itop ato..ic d’:co:,1o~;ition , c:~n command tne c loa~ s

or ~v’:r: t ’ c  boi~avior  of t~ie ir relatives who are far

away. Report:; 1.ave appeared that sc i en t i f i c  t: etitutes

.iave b . i~ii c reated  aed serious studies have been under—
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a..~ ~iti~ of t:.e h ,r’an at ~d.

c -a le  01’ c’~ C:1 a i aoaeceac  to a .  v’2rai ent . .  .c3~.a ; t c

bo a~i , L V ~ a L. t~e rcaa , to predict  a C i .a -~- c in eci nce

~d 11 fc. 3f a,.~.~a: 1j t’7 . “ Jaa t t:.4a L~e , “ t . c y  say , “ if

sc 1,’~v’e ~aic te ra  th~ ae l a t f ,~n t ::~i .~tal forces  w ’.at c h an -e s

- wlfl ~~~~ 4LUjt. :11th t.~ h elp u f  t e l e k i n e c i c  ( t::e ::;ove—

:. e : t  of o b J e c t e  aet .~ - oa ly  the force  of t aoa ht~ J : i ~~ can

cons tr ~ ct enormous bu1ldin ’~o and reu ah e raw rnateri~ ls.

~~e ;3ean s of tra~ apor ta t ion  will become u .nnec ..ssary be—

c:.uee people  will move with the :ielp of levi ta t ion  ( over—

coal n.~ the earth ’ s ~ravity and mov in - - a person by tliou~ht

f o r c e ) .  P cop le to neocle  coait un t ca t i on  over cosmic l i s t —

a ,4 c es  ~i1l take rdace w i t h o u t  u ; L n  a co:. : l ic a t e d  a ‘ ar —

a tas , wi thout  words , or sp eech , d i r e c t ly f r o:e ora~ n to

c ram by t~~L e p a thy (t r aes : : , i s sion  of a t h o L~ ‘ht over a

d~.stance d ir e c t l y  f ro r  brain to b r a i n ) . ” Tac “ aew scie nce ”

Pa ra :eycholo~ y .ro ises this  marvelous fu ture  for humanity .

For taose un fami l ia r  wi th these problems it all looks

ra ther  t e mp t in ”  and somethin ~ quite new. In fact , h i s to ry

shows that rna ’~icians and conjurers  have already come and

;- one taouaands of years ago with such “new nhenoinena .”

In the aiddle ages they were joined by witches, stirtual—

late , occultists , illusion artists and other lovers 
of2



my s t i c i s m .

Para: sycho lo~-y w i : ;  created durin: t::e last 100 year s

in western ~uro:e for ~urposi~ of ex~~ia ia i r i i  suir tua l

won ders  and for prov idin~ re l i-~ion wi th an exucr ineeta l

basis. In ~�~~land , the lead inv  th eolo  ;ian of the

An ’lj cafl 0hurc-:~ a-~d w e l l—kh ~own st ir it u a l i s t , S. ~•:oses ,

looked for natural scientific proofs for tee si—nificance

of prayer as a means of comnunicatin~ wi th sod.  :-~amely ,

~e eronosed to create a society for :‘sycnical ir ivest l ’a—

tions to collect facts which prove the osaibility of

tra :s1uittin -~ thou~hts over a distance and by this to aave

proved tee connt~ction with the “next world.” The be~:; i ; i a t r ig

of such activity was undertaken dur in ~ January , lc@2 , in

London when a 1ocie ty  for  Psychical Invest i~ atiom was

created.  “he member  of th i s  socie ty , F. ~yers , while

assertin.- - that  t ae soal s of tee dead are able to i n f l u e n c e

the lives of the 1ivinr ~, o ro t ’o s e d  t~ at such uheno :i ena be

na ced  “ Teleea tt .y ” ( ex t r a— sensor ; ;  p erce~~tion of objective

events).

Today Lost  of t .ie .~~ra ; ;y c h o lo c t et s  in the cap i t a l i s t

coont r ie s  are 1.: :c l ined toward a sn ir i t u al is ti c  in te r—

re tat ion  of “ th e para sycholo ical aen ornena ” even thou~gh

some of these are oec 1arin~ t he i r  loyalty to the natural



scientific nositions . In t 1 e  s oc i a l i s t  coun t r i e s  . ara—

•syc :~olo~ ists strive to examine these phenome la on a

uaterjalistic basis. T:~ey a re search ie  for  aew ty es

of a:iterial aevelo ~cents for sendiri ; and recejvir~

t r :o i  :.t s .~ei no t  b~ tee use of’ the five senses known at

ore cen t .  Tee:; are c o l l e c ti n - s t o r i e s  aboat  “ s ontan eo u s

~‘aranrieaonee a ” are c on i a o t i n ~ e xc e rt : : en t a l  inve~~t i —

t 1 one .

As a reaalt of all t-~is , a hu , -e aaount  of l it e r a tor e

e~~s bee n c o l l e c t e d , c o e : o s e d  of stories about “n ys t e r i o u s

‘ occu rrenc es ’ as well as stories based on teeoret~.cal

rouais for provie; tee e x i s t e n c e  of m ys t e r i o u s  ~sycn ic

powers .  Tee ~~glis:: Society for Psychical Investigation

al one has c o l l e c t e d  over 700 ,030 cases of spontaneous

p~ rapsy~ no1o :ical occurrences .

The spontaneous paraprienomena recresent recorded facts

such as tue:-e: someone , somewnere , someti::e , socie th in ;  un—

was ex erienced or felt. In the collection of the

London Psycho1o~-ical 3ociety there are stories about the

ar ciearance of s~~ r it s , of dreams comin~.~ true , 4’orebodin~ s

of misfortune , etc. But from such facts it is iot .ossible

to create a science. It is necessary to have repetition

an d exoerimental verification for the exist ence of auch
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“ . :.enomena ”. This is why ex eriments were intensivel:;

c~~..,~ic ted wi th s . e c i a l  m e t h o d s  ap p l ied . fee  most im—

~ortan t of teese consists of menta l  t r an s f e r e n c e  by a

sender  ( p e r s o n who sends thou~-h t s )  to a r e c e i v e r  ( e r so r A

weo receives t h ee c  th ou ’ ::ts) an imnulse for readiness

for selectin; a defined ft~ ure from five :oasit’tllti s—

a circle , cro ss , s.luare , wavy lines , five— -olr .ted star

(Zener cards). TIje sender draws carefa1l~- u .:d at raa~ om

f rom tee ‘~~~C K .  Th e f i  ~ i.re d e p i c t e d  on the card t s  ;n —

es ted to tee r e c e iv e r  o~ er a d l s ta ac e .  In t h i s  ~x p e r i —

cen t a l  .erformance 25 mental s’,i;~y~estions were carried out.

Tee cx .  er i :ne et  is c on s i d e r e d  su c c e s s f u l  if the number of

.;uessed figures noticeabl y exceeds 20 per cent of coin-

cidences—th e percent of ‘ossible chance coincidences.

Anoteer me t:4od o~’ p ar a p sy ch o l o ’~ical e x .e r i m e n t at i on

is t ee wen tal  su~- ’es t i o n , over a distance , of visual

t~ a~es 0 . ob Jects , drawn out by lot beforehand , pre-

oared an d -assed to the sender. h ere Is :0w on e such

ex~ie r im en t  was con d .~c ted , conside red  a success  by the

para~. sycholo—1.s t s .

The ex ,erimentor , U . Kainerisky , was locked in an iso—

la ted chamber in Mo scow , under the control of scientis ts.

From a serie s of o b j e c t s  rep ared  in advance and known to
5

________—

~ 

l 
- _ _ _



tee expe rtceri tors , one was drawn ~nd &iveu to the seeder.

~e , dorm — a neriod of 10 minotes , sent h i s  nict~ re of this

ob :e ct. At a dist~ ace of ~, 500 ~ u in hovosibirsk , tee re-

ceiver , :~ickolaev , was also loc~ ed in a ceamber under the

.;arr e conditions. Exact~ ; at  th e  .~y c h r o r i l z e J  t i r e  J e n ny

t.e te :ie ~te i n t~~rva l  he  r e l a t e s  i i i  w r i t e s  d o w n  what

he  has  r e c eiv ea :  “ I see sori ~e ta i n;  lon~- . I t  is  b 1~~c~ and

ease of cl .~atic . 
“ At t h a t  n o n e i t  t ee sender nas been

concentratin”: on a screw driver with a black pLa.~tic

4 a n d l e . ~e eels it In nis :,.1~ld S , l o o k e d  at i t  a~~d al so

v i s s a l iz e d  i t .

The ..~arapsycholog1sts , on tee nasis of slc.lIur (ac—

con ic - to t h e e )  aucc~ ssf.rl ex eric~ents be an to s:eak of

tee future a ou l i c a ti o n of the ~ara :svcholo;ical ,ihenomena :

realization of bi o—te le— con:n inicattoe , enhancement of the

e ffecti’;en~ ss of the lear in :‘rocess thro’n h mental

s. z- -~-e s t io n , e x t ra c t i o n  of’ in for : i a ’ i o z i  fr:c: the de : , th s  of

the n ~rr an c e m o r e  , e t c .

~Are th e r e co-~. es valid? Cate;orically, no~ T . r l s  is

the J~ i AiO fl of ~aademic~ un 0 i ar i n , who as se r t s  tha t  a

si ,~ ificar~t maJority of t.~e observations of tele~ .~thic .tes

arapsycholo ical phenomena are narrow—minde d and don ’t

reflect conditions characteristic of the scienti’~tc cx—

eriment. lhen the dema ida of the scient ific exa:r tnation

6
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‘~~,~~~ cd Lr~- ’ n :  1~~~E h ?  ~~~ ~~~~~~~ L :  rc- ’~~-~, -or

~‘r 2 ’0 ’~ ‘ n ~~~ -3 t 

~ ,~~~~ . :~ ~‘h1’ b oo k ‘~~ ny ~‘ c~ a r~ rt~—

c x  t~~~~ ;~ ?ch : , rY; s “ c  - 
- a . s y 2 h o l o ’i c a l  l o  ma e  of

t r e i r  x - e 1 ~h l e  i~ , u ‘r y .  “ Th e m o s e r : .  c~~l t u ra l  s t an d a r d

isoks li~:e a t ’Jr i  l a y e r , ” w r I t e s  professor irca~op , “ u n der

w ’ i ch  t e  ry e t e r l o  sri s cI e n c e s  a’~d ~a ic of t C e  : a 3t  c e n t —

ur i s w a i t  f , r  t ee  rl ;e t s i t u a t ion  in o r J er  to Lr’ea ~

t i - es  ‘ :: a~~~i r i se  to tee  sur face . ” h i e  :o i nt s  o u t  tea t  th e

at st r a c t  a l le  - a t i o :~ of the  ara - ’s y ch o l o - ’ ists a re in need

of e v i d en c e .  ~ ;cause  f t a m  r e a son~ the ; ara s y c-h o l o~~ist s

are  c o m p e l l e d  to g r a v i t a t e  t o w a r d  s pi rit u a li s t i c  m e d i u m s

ai d  to wor K w i t h  “ i f t e d  - c o p l e ” f rom the ranks  of clair-

v o y a n t s , f o r t u n e — t e l l e r s , oa l!,~1st s , as t ro logers , etc. So

the “ su er f o r tu n e — t e l l e r ” is searceed for  f r an t i ca l ly  and

su ch ~eoo1e are the basis  on w h i c h  the r e pu t a t i on s  of

7



cc ~e’i t I  f ic  l i s t i  t it Iu~~s ~re ts c1~~t . U . : ~n ti 1  now , irr t h e

~~ r~~d :ii11 t o n s  of e x ;e r i. L eat .s nave O~~er ~ c o n d u c t e d .  t , J

t e  r e su ’~ t s?  ::e res  :1 t i , as c o m r a d e  n i c e  say s I:i ~is

a r ’  I d e , ‘~I t  . o r e  I I e e l ~; car: be exp lained as ths~ fo u l — p l a y

s t u i s i t  of L : e  ex e r i m en t o r s .  r n e i r  h ,~p u t P x e s e s ar e

rna ~~ie to  ~~e J i s t ~~- ~eJ fr-c tee t’;l ief  wr icn  t r an s fe r e e

s i I u . . r - s  ?~~to ~v i J a : c c  ~eJ f et ’l I a ~ s in t o , st i fi c ~~t io n . ”

Te e - a r a n s 7 c h ; 1o - 1~~t3 n ave been co i l e c t in ~- f a c t s  f o r

-i ~-~~~r s ~e t  a re n o t  u i i e  to c o n e  up w i t h  one u n t r u e

s c I e n t i f i c al l y  a u t h e n t i c  f ac t  to prove the  e x i s t e n c e  of

- ai’a _ s y c h o l o ;  ical •~h u n u c , e e a . Tee e x ;e r i m e e t  U m a t e r i a l

ci ted le tee p ar a s~~u e o lo  lcel  l i t e r a t u r e  is n o t  u n i qu e

s in ce  i t  has  be en e x a r , i : e d  ir : ex~-en im er i t s  by r a t h e r  s o s—

~i c t o A s  i~~u i vid o a 1 s  and  t~ t se  tes ts  haven ’ t  bee n  r e . -e~~t e d

b y ar ej  o t h er  i n d i v id u a l .  An i s o l a t e d  e x o e r i :r e n t  does  n o t

n a v e  ~~~ s ,  ~~ e ti f i e  m ea t e  -
, howe ver  h o n e s t  i t s  au t h o r  r a y

be. A 1.~o~ w~ i 1e t : 1 t w r r e t i n i  t ee  para p h oncr i i e ra , sobjective

e x i a nat ion s  are ~ t ven f i l l  lay wi th the des i r ed  be in~
p r e s e n t e d  as tee r ea l .  d cc c  are the f i n di r ’i ’ s  of all  s c ien t i s t s

cave .ud to I n v e s t i ga t e  the p a r a p s y c h o l o- ic a l

ex eriaen’s , reur e sented as scientificall y H i t e e n t i c .

In h is  book , Pa r ap sycholo~y, th t ~ Amer ican  pro f e s -~or ~enze 1

examines all parapsycho lo — ica l ex p er iments conducted in

L~ erica and comes to the co clc s io :~ t e at  n o t  on e of these

8



a re  e d e n t i f ic a] i y n u t n e n t i c .  To te~ 5i I : e cocc i  s c i o n  a: so

O ;~~, e  the  commission of  s c i e r i t i e t s , w e l c h  c o r d  4 c t e d  d a r i n g

t ee  c o e t r o i l e u  ex ’er im er i t , “ M o e c o w — K e r c h ” on t e l e —

p a t r i e s e r : d i L I ~~. I t  fo e : r u  ~~at t e e  r e c o r r ;  or Y e  p r e c e c l e ;

ex er i .en t s  f o r  c i s t a n t  t e l e p a t h i c  cor : n o t i t c a t i o r ,  t e t w e e n

oc o c  ~— h o v o 3 i b i r s K  a n n e  P~-osc o w — L e n i r - rad a r e  t r ea t es  re o~- n i y ,

wi t :~~o t  tee oserU s’i s te~n r a t i c  r e q u i r e m en t s  b e i n : r oL s e r v e d .

dj , f r c r L  t ee  c oa f l i c t i n ;  u t t e r a n c e s  ari d rec ord ni -s of the

r e c e i ve r , the  ara~ cy c e o l o - - is t s  have se :e r a t e d  cri l y t n . e

w . rds , “ I saw sorn et e i re ~’ c l ac K , p l a st i c , long , ” In o r d e r  to

a ss e r t  t e at  ~ne r e c e i v e r  eas rece ive -s  tee t e le  - a t h i c  u e o , i~’rr t

of a sc rew d r i ver .  ~ut even as t eese  words  are ce in g  pro-

u oun c ed  by tn e r e c e i v e r , i n au  t n e ir  st o i f i ca uc e , an un-

bia sed erson wi l l  see a o n e — s i d e a  an d biased e xo l a nat i o n

by bri e ex~ e r imer i t o r s .  Isn ’ t is ,o s s i u i e  fo r  t e e  words ,

“ c l a c K , ~las tic and i o n - ” to c h a r a c t e r i z e  o t - i - - r o b J e c t s

welch  were  n r c  pared fo r  t r a n sm i t t t r i r~, s ich a s a ci a r e t t e

h o l d e r , p en k n i f e , box , e t c . ,  which  can si~~n i f I e n n t l y  raise

tne oercer ’t of Ruess in ~ in compar ison wit e  t ee :rrath ~-m a t i c a l

~- robab i1 i ty?  The same p s y c h o l oy t c a l  mechan i sm is u sed also

by f o r t u n e - t e l l e r s, who as they s~ ea~ com~ i ica ted  words , let

the v i s i t o r  a d j u s t  the words  to t h e i r  own b e l i e f s .  The

famous teiepaths ,Nick olaev and Kamensky , ~laaed under

strict experimental con dic ion s before the commission of un-

biased s c i en t i s t s  in the con t ro ll ed  e x p e r i m e n t , “Moscow—

9
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Ker n : . ”, C J r ~-J U C t e J  u n d e r  the -a t ro r A a e of tee : , e W S :- ~~n e r ,

“~~~t er a t sr n ay a  a z e t t a ”, -I a r - In s -- l ;C-~~, s n o w e d  zero r e s u l t s .

~- a t  we ’ , 1 r e c I te of all  C - i s  s e n a s ’ i : .  , oj rs ’ t tee para—

~ .‘sr ~o lo  - l et s  s t o p  Se e K ~~:i v e r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t t e i r  b e l i e f  in

t - ~~- exist e~ ce of tel~~ ~~~ 
: ot~ ’ r- e r a p - ’.e r o : e na~ ‘Ce ej

i~~n ’ t bec~~,~se w i t  • ‘, , e  a ~ m l s t a rce  of o ~1y f a c t s  i t is no t

Lo s ; l b le  to r e f u t e  one  belief. ro n r u K e  t ’iis : o i r n t c lear .

l e t ’ s take a s  a nn  exac - l e  t ee b e l i e f s  of  the m e m b e r s  of the

A sn arste  t r i b e  of s ou t h e r n  Sudan. ~ve nn  t oda y  t h e y  a s cn i c e

al l  m i s f o r t u n e  to w i t c h c r a f t .  A complex  sy s t e m  of b e l i e f s

and ce r emon ie s  h as  been e rec ted  and r o s t u l a t e s  a c c e n t e d  so

tn a t  every tn in~— wnlch  occur s c o n f i r m s  t h e i r  b e l i e f .  “~~t t c n —

c r a f t , ” they say , “causes  dea th . ” C o n s e q u e n t l y  every  I c —

dt v l d ,~al dea th Is n r o o f  of tee w l t e n i c r a f t  we l ch  w~~s ‘m ~ t - ~ A ,

Ih e oracle  makes o the r  w i t c n c r a f t  In o rde r  to re~r~ ri~ e the

dea te .  doori a f t e r  t h is, a n e t - ± b o r d i e s .  Obv ious ly ,  ~e is

oil t~ and , tn ere  fo re  the w l t c t i c r a f t  of the oracle r i aS  - U.i~~

is ri ed cii.  If the  inca it a t io n  -doesn ’ t act , th i s  :- r oVes  t e at

tne wo rd s n ave  been chan ted  I nc o r r e c t l y or a c e r t a i n  a r t

of tnn ~ r i tua l nas been done I nco r r ec t ly.

A similar way of th ink inc i  is also shared by those who

bel ieve  i n  tee ex i s tence  of t e l ep a t h y .  When there is a

coinc idence  in ~ue ssl i : ’~, tr :is means that  a t e lepath ic  co m—

_ _ _ _ _ _ _  - 
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nn oe t c a t i on  has  been r e a l iz e d .  ~- e n t e”r e  isn ’ t a c o i n —

c i d e n c e , som et : , in ~ is e r e v en t in ~’ i t s  r e a l i z a t i o n  (assoc-

i at i ve obs tac les , the  ear th ’ s r n a - rse t ic  n - o l e ) .  i e o ; l e

w i t .  such a c losed sy s t e m  of  t e i s K i e  : . e;Lr  w-~ n t to h e - .r

t h at  o tr . e r  m ore  o l au s i b l e  e x n i a r s m t t o n s  e ’ t n e I r  “~ a ra—

cr : e : som eu a ” are p oss ib le .  They Ia r i o t  ac~~nowle  see tee

ar - a r . en t s  of s c i e n t ist s  who rove  th a t  t e l e n a t n v  contra-

d i c ts t ee  b asic  ideas of modern  sc i en c e . ~n e ,, f o l l o w

teel r mlra ;es , t e ss  c on f i rn i n e  the t n o u b t  of ~n - ie l s ,

e x c res ;ed i i , “ atu ral  Science  in the wor ld  of 3 ni rt t s . ”

“ The most  co r rec t  way for  na tura l  sci~m~n ce  to deal wl tn

m y s t i c i s m  is ne~ lec t , but toward s p e c u l a t i v e  th o s h t

tee en thus i a sm of c r eep i r i - e m p i r i c i s m . ”

ii
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