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Color and light by touch... What is this, the latest
discovery, @ naive error, or & shemeless hoex? Don't the
sub jects peek during the tests? Doesn't this smeck of telepsthy
-~ the trensmission of thoughts over & distence? These questinns
up to now heve sgiteated peoples' minds. But there already sre
enswers to many of them. OSome dilettente commentetors, wikhout
having properly looked into the scientific essence of the matter,
have tried to eccuse the subjects of unscrupulousness., Let's
look into ithe matter.

Suggestion Is Absent, Peeking is Excluded

«..l'he subject is eleven-yeesr-nld Lerise Ferebeynos. When
ehe enters the derk room, she closegs her eyes., After thet e
piece of film (180 units State All-Union Stenderd) 1is pleced
on her eye~lids; on top of it her fece is bendeged with thick
black meteriel. The subject is led into & bright room end
helped to sit down at 2 teble. A closed wooden bnx ies put in
front of her. It contesins s number of peper squares of differ-
ent colnrs. They ere thoroughly shuffled. Everyone goes to
en 2d jecent room in order thet they see neither the subject nor
the box of peper squares.

After thet Leriss is instructed to open the box snd shuf-
fle the peper squeres. Teking them out one by one, the girl
loudly stetes their color end sticke the pieces of peper on e
needle, Her responses are written down by the experimenter, who
ie in the next vroom. When the experiment is over, we return
to Larise's room and begin tn check the conlors noted down egsinst
the squeres pimned on the needle. We sre convinced of the cor-
rectness of 8ll ten determinationa. Development of the film
th2t had been pleced on her eyes confirms thet light had not
penetrated to the girl's eyes during the forty-five minutes of
the experiment. During the experiment there wes no one in the
plece where it wee conducted who would know the colors of the

peper squeres chnsen by Lerise from the box. Thus there cen be
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question of the trensmission of thoughts 2t 2 Aistence,

Yes, This Is Skin"Sight"!

The subject is eleven-year-old Netasha Bershadskaye. The
experiment begins 28 did the previous one. The only difference
being thest the squeres of colored peper are enclosed between
two pieces of gless, whose edges are covered with a strip of
white pavper.

Befnre the beginning of the experiment the squeres in the
box ere shuffled by 2 verann who thereafter tekes no pert in
the experiment and is not acqueinted with its content. The
seme person hands the closed box to the experimenter. When she
nemes the colors, she niles the pletes in order in & cardboard
box. And sagein the determinations of conlors sre performed
correctly! DM reover, through gless, end not by direct feeling

Girl "sees" the ¢nlor with her hends 8t & distance of 5 em from
the object.

of the surfece of the psper, which excludes the petticipetion
of tactile sensing. After csrrying out 8 series of such tests,
we requested our colleagues in the Urels ton check us by repest-
ing the experiments following our methodology. Cendidete of
Pedegngicel Sciences N,I., Sudskov reported from Megnitogorsk
FTD-ID(RS)I-0560-77 2
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thet he had conducted successfully en enalogous exneriment
with three students. The subjects took the colored pletes
from the box, felt them with their fimgers end determined their
c¢nlors. Red pieces of glass were put into & box on the left
end yellow ones into @ box on the right. Out of 60 determina-
tiona 43 proved to be correct end 17 erronenus,

Does @ Blind Person Need Glesses?

Vanye Dubonvik went blind at the ege of eight. Both of his
demeged eyes and opticel nevves were removed. Nevertheless,
the world of conlors was not lost by Veanya. The boy distinguishes
colors by touch, dasy after day perfectines his ability. But not
in this, end not even in the reasding of 8 flat printed text with
the finger tips do we seethe most valueble possibilities for the
utilizetion of skin "sight" by blind people.

e —me

IS — S—

One more experiment. A photogrevhic lens is festened to @
boy's forehesd. A sp®t of light is focussed on the skin of the
forehesrd. The boy senses the light well end even discerns its
brightness...

The experiments on developing "aight" by the skin of
the forehead with the use of optical dévices thst focus the
imeges of surrounding objects heve es their sim the helping of

g

the blind end versonswith poor sight to orient themselves in
their surroundinge.

hgthing Supernetursll
About the ethicel side »f » metter. The overwhelming

ma jority of publicetinms on skin "sight", unfortunetely, belong
to journeliets and nnt to scientiste. Perheps, therefore, the
noisy end rether confused meses cempaign thet hes developed earound
skin "sight" does now, eespecislly tn children whn"see with their
8kin," herm rether then gnod.

FTD-ID(RS)I=0560=~77 g3 |




In my view, whet should 2 scientist who tekes up this pro-
blem do first of 811? Firstly, he must very rigorously select
for the experiments only "pure meteriel." He must diesmise from
the experiments people who do not withsternd checking. Secondly,
he must tell them honestly, 2= Roza Kuleshove wes told: "Roza,
you ere nont unique. There 2ve meny such..." And elso, "We
study such people not in order to glorify but in order ton 2%
some time help the blind. Thus thie ie quite ordinery work."

Two and e helf yerras of exveriments cerried out by Soviet
scientists have not pessed in vein., It hees now been proveé thet
We ere deeling not with ® hoex end not with "clairvoyence."
Before us is en immedieste problem, & problem thet is compliceted,
interesting, and importent precticelly, # problem thet possibly
may reveal new sub-surfece leyers in our physionlogy.

Our cnrrespondents visited the laeboretory of Cendidete of
Medicel Sciences Andrey Evgen'evich Shevelev in Odesse. A sol-
idly built figure, heir cut short snd slreedy showing signs of

early grey -- the scientist geve the impression of en sthlete
whn hed dorned e scientist's coverell.

"I wee indeed for meny yeesrs enthusisstic about mountein
climbing. Now my pesesion ies the see. I spend my free time on |
e yecht."

"Tell me, doctor, why did you teke up the problems of skin
‘sight'?" 1

I prevared # doctorsl dissertetion on gleucome, en eye
disesse very widespresd in the Eest., Meny hundreds of thousends
of people who are stricken by it lose their sight for ever. To-
dey we pre seeking peths to broesdening the porsibilities of
perceivir. = surrounding world for people who heve wesk sight

FTD=ID(RS)I=0560-77




or who have entirely lost their vision, Thet is why the problem
of skin 'sight' has teken on for us & vparticulerly prascticel im-
portsnce, I believe thet heving studied the unusuel phenomenon

we shell be able to help blind people. The main thing is to in-
vestigete the phenomenm lesving eside vreconception 2nd chence.”

"You evidently for thet reeson used the light-sensitive

film thet wes placed on the eyes?"
that

"ot onlx. The subject mey indeed be influenced by sugoes-
tion, We even experimented in thie dircction., A child with bem-
deged eyes wes surrounded by severel doctors who, seeing an ob-
jecet of this or thet color, ceuced the test child to select pre-~
cicely it, ecting only by sucgestion. Thet is why in our exper-
imente the selection of color ig always done without outside
interference -- the subjeect is alone in the room."

"Tell me, heve you conducted experiments confirming the
supposition thet skin ®sight® 1is the result of the perception
of one's own electromegnetic radietion thet hes been reflected
by the object?"

"No, we have not yet tested the hypothesis of Acedemicien
B, Konstentinov. But we heve stasged other experiments. We heve
mede 8 large number of outwerdly completely identicel metal
squeres out of different metels. Among them were feero-, pare-,
end dismegnetic #1l1oys. When, however, they were touched by e
person who wee undergoing the exneriments, he geve one end the
seme snswer: 'I see whitel" This proves thet skin "sight" is
not underlein by 8 vhenomenon connected with megnetism. Whet

kind of phenomenon it ie will be shown by the future."
"Your subesequent pleng?"

"Together with my principel work investigating the csures
FTD<ID(RS)I-0560=77 5
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Figure;

of glaucoma our laboratory will continue working on the problem
of skin "sight". I personally consider this phenomenon extremely
important and am convinced that with time, when the secret of

the phenomenon will be revealed, we shall succeed in putting the

new achievement of science to the benefit of people who are g
suffering."” !
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