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INTRODUCTION

This paper will.be a brief look at the possibility of
employing military police resources in the covering force
area, 1t will be based on the present concept of the covering
force and the missions now assigned to the Division M,P, Company.
This information will be analyzed to see if those missions nced
to be included in the covering force area (CFA),

This paper is written by a military police officer with
14} years experience in the field and an assipgnment as a company
commander of a division military police company in Vietnam,

This paper will not discuss any specific unit or unit size
to be considered for employment in the CFA, It will also not
include any discussion of combat in a nuclear environment.

Section II will be a general reviecw of the covering force
concept., It will include missions, composition of forces, and
tactics.

Section III will be a review of the traditional missions
assigned to a division military police company. It will include
a brief synopsis of the nature of these missions,

Section IV will be an analysis of the lNM.P., missions that
can be extended into the covering force arca.

Section V will be the conclusion., It will include any

recommendations that should be considered.
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THE COVLERING FORCE CONCEPT

The battlefield, when prepared for defensive operations,
is divided into three distinct arecas: the covering force arca,
the main battle arca, and the rear arca. Forces and fires must
be apportioned so as to support each area as a part of the
overall defensive plan.

The primary mission of a covering force is to gain time.

Time is gained by:

"(a) Agressive offensive action and skillful

retrograde operations.

(b) Imaginative use of natural and manmade
obstacles.,

(c) Deceiving the enemy as to the truc
location of the FEBA,

(d) Forcing the enemy to deploy his force
prematurely.

(e) Inflicting maximum casualitics as the
enemy advances,

(f) Providing early warning of encemy movement, " ’

The time that is gained will be usced to shift forces in
the main battle arca to meet the advancing penetration. This
can be accomplished if the enemy is forced to deploy for close
combat in the covering force arca and commit its sccond cchelon
forces intn a main thrust. Since enemy doctrine is to channel-
ize his attack into a main penctration, the defending forces
must mass their fircpower at that critical point to stop the

attack. The cavering force will accomplish its primary mission

if it can force the enemy to reveal his main thrusts and provide

time for the main battle areca forces to mecet the attack.
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CGS5C refer.:nice book (RB) 100-5-1 dated July 1976, lists

four basic tasks for the covering force:

"(a) Force the enemy into revealing the strength,

o location, and general direction of his main
attacks To do this, it will be nccessary to
strip away enemy reconnaissance and advance
cguard elements, Contact with the cnemy main
body is sought; a fight is started with enough
intensity to force the enemy to deploy man-
cuver and fire support units and begin his
main attacke.

(b) Deceive the enemy, or prevent the cnemy from
determining the strength, dispositions, and
locations of friendly forces, espcecially those
in ¥he main battle area,

(c) pDivest the enemy of his air defense umbrella,
or require him to displace his air defenses
before attacking the main battle area,

(d) Gain time for the main body, enabling it to
deploy, move, or prepare defenses within the

main battle area," -

Covering force units should make contact with the ecnemy
as soon as they enter the covering force area, By beginning
tr~ battle as far forward as possible it will give the main

area commanders the best opportunity to analyze the
: tion and shift their forces to counter the main attack,.

The covering force area is that area from the FEBA forward
s » to the line of contact., Any mobile force can he nsed ns cover-
ing forcecs but normally armored cavalry and air cavalry
reinforced with sufficient tank, antitank, mechanized infantry,
field artillery, air defense artillery, engineer, and attack
helicorp eors could cxpect to make-up the task force, Artillery
and tactical air should be used extensively in order to attrit

{ the ecnemy and deceive him into believing he hns made contact




with the main defensive line,

When the covering force has done as much damage ns it can
it will pass through the main battle area defensive positions
and begin other assigned missions. These missions can vary
from reserve or refitting, to strengthening the main battle area.

The concept of the covering force is to have a strong,
mobile tactical fighting force to attack the enemy as he enters
the area and to inflict as many casualities as possible. Once
contact is made, elements must move to alternate positions and
resume the fight, When the enemy is identified, maximum combat
power will be exerted at that location. Units in the covering
foirce may have to move laterally to counter any enemy penetration.

Mancuver and firepower are the keys to mission accomplish-
ment in the covering force area., It would follow that ammuni-

tion and POL would be expended or used up at greater rates than

previously experienced.,
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MILITARY POLICE MISSTONS

There are fifteen missions normally assigned to a division
military police company. Six of these missions deal with normal
police activities or relate to rear area protection and area
damage control, These six will not be discussed further as
they do not lend themselves to any possible use in the covering
force area, The remaining nine will be discussed in depth in

the following paragraphs.

Traffic Control - "Military police traffic control opera-

3

tions are vital in combat operations",.,” The traffic circulation
plan, prepared by the division transportation officer, details
the use of the road network, Control of this plan is a mission
of the military police. In combat, emphasis is on uninterrupted
movement. Supplies heading to the troops-in-contact are given
priority on routes forward while evacuation of wounded is given
priority to the rear, Other traffic is directed to secondary
roads so as not to interfere with this higher priority traffic.
Enforcing this plan requires traffic control posts, patrolling
roadblocks, searches, travel permits, cargo manifest checks,

seizure of contriband, and detainment of suspect individuals.

Physical Sccurity - Sccurity of scnsitive items in a combat

zone is done at static locations and along routes of march.
Military police are prepared to secure installations, downed air-
craft, distinguished visitors, or most any other sensitive item,
This requirement is usually temporary because of the rapid
changing situation in combat, Attended and unattended sensors,
dogs, and night vision aids may be used to augment physical

seccurity guards,

Command Post Sccurity - Military policemen man the internal
security posts designated by the headquarters commandant as a

part of the overall defrnse and sccurity plan for the division




main commond post. The TOC, t'~ division war room, the
communications coenter, racilitiecs for specinl intelligence, and
the division commander'!s gquarters are all covered in fhe sccurity
plan, In some circumstances, M.P.'s may be used as personal
scecurity for the C.G, and travel with him at all times, Similiar

security requirements are found in each of the brigades,

Prisoncers of War - Military police units establish forward

and central P.Y, collecting points to relieve combat troops of
the additional task of their security. Forward P,W. points are
located in each committed brigade. Classification, scgregation,
processing and evacuation are also a division military police

responsibility.

Circidation Control of Individuals = As a part of their other

duties, military policemen exercise control over stragsglers and
refugees. Stragglers are identified, reported, and returned to
their unit as quickly as possible, Refugees that can clog up main
supply routes are diverted to secondary roads or directed to desig-
nated evacuation centers., The latter function is done in con-

JjJunction with the G5 and Jocal authorvrities,

cnforcement - The enforcement of military laws, orders, and

regulations as well as host country laws is a function of all
military police, Their presence will often deter crimes from
occurring. Many times they are the only police force able to

respond to calls for assistance.

Aid Lo Civil Authoritics = There is a constant requirement

to aid and support lJocal civil authority. Control of refugces,
searchins buildings, operating checkpoints, and providing
emergency communications are all types of assistance that can

be provided by the division military police.

Police Information- The development of police information by

MePo's aindd 1oenl police compliments the overall dintelligence
program.  Interrocation, identification, and scarching techniques

can provide valuable dinformation for the nll-sonrce intelligence

center, “Mose linson vith local police will insure rapidd




transmittal of this information to the appropriate intellegence

center,

Populace and Resource Control - Military Police involvement

in populace and resource control is normally limited to
assisting the host government in traffic control, military

police investigations, sccurity activities, and refugee control.
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IV

MISSTON ANALYSIS

The control of traffic in the covering force appears to be
just as important as it is in the main battle area and the rear
area. lI'orcos are expected to use more POL and ammunition because
of the greater need for massed firepower and mobility, TIf
operations are prolonged for several days, then resupply will be
an ongoing requirement., The straggler problem will not be as
great as in offensive operations but refugees can be expected to
be a serious obstacle, 1t is important to keep the main supply
routes open during the resupply efforts,

Critical items of cquipment, such as M-1 tanks and air-
craft; are expccted to be disabled, Often this equipment has
valuable and sensitive items on-board., Military police can be
employed to secure this equipment until maintenance personnel
can evacuate the desired items, The use of M.,P.'s will free
combat troops for their combat mission,

Security of the commander of the covering force and his
tactical operations center (TOC) is a mission that may be done by
combat troops or military policemen, 1Tt would probably depend on
resources available, Since M.,P.'s are presently not assigned to
covering force operations, it would be done by combat troops, If
M.P.'s were assigned, they would be suited for C.G. sccurity and
close-in sccurity of the TOC, Security of a parimeter, if
established, would steill have to be done by combat troops because
of the lack of tactical weapons available {to the M.DP.'s.

The sccurity and safety of enemy prisoners of war is the
capturing unilts vesponsibility until they can turn them over to
forward P.Y. collecting points, Tt would greatly assist these
units if P.W. collecting points were establicshed as far forward
as possible, oven in the covering force area, so they are not
burdencd any longer than necessary,

I do not envision any neced for detailed onforcement of laws
ote, during actunl combat, Normal police worl' is susponded

during this (imo, Ainy eriminal activity during combint wvould be
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investisated after hostilitices 1nve ended, If police wvere
patrolling the roads and manning cireculation control points (CCP's)
‘ . for other missions, hey may act as a deterrent for some crimes
and be able to gather limited data on reported crimes. This
would be a residual effect from other missions previously dis-
’ cussed,

As discussed with the traffic control mission, the movement
of refugeces over supply routes would reduce the effectiveness of
the rosupply movement. The M.P.'s could aid civil authorities
to direct and escort them on other routes. Communications
equipment available to the M,P.'s could also assist local author-
ities establish control over the population, Other needed
assistance could be rendered if M.P.'s were available,

Military police patrols and CCP's would be continuously
gathering information about bridges, obstiacles, road data and
even encny activity, This information would be another source of
data to help the commander fight the battle, This is also a
residual effect of other missions, :

The arca of populace and resources control has been discussed
previously in other paragraphs, If M,P.'s were available in the
covering force area they could aid the local population in many
capacities., This assistance would depend on the combat situation

and the ability of the host government to implement it's

programs,
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{ 5 CONCLUSION
"
. The military police do have a place in the covering force §
, area, They should be used to establish traffic control so

supplies can reach troops in contact as soon as possible, By

doing this they will also reduce the refugee problem and assist

P T T T ey ————

stragglers in finding their units,

They should be used to temporarily secure sensitive equip-
ment until evacuation can be accomplished, They are ideally
suited to secure the covering force commander and the TOC. This
would reduce the number of combat troops diverted from their
primary mission,

They should set up Prisoner of War collecting points and
evacuate P,W,'s to the rear as soon as possible,

These functions can be specifically assigned to an M,P,
unit. The size of the unit would naturally depend on the size
of the covering force and the area to be covered. Yhen design-
ing the force, consideration of special equipment should be
included, Armored cars, anti-tank wcapons, or secure communi-
cations equipment are cxamples of equipment that may be added
depending on the missions.

Once an M.P. unit is assigned to a covering force with the
previously mentioned missions, the residual functions of
enforcement of laws, circulation control of individuals, police
intelligence, aid to civil authorities, and populace and
resources control would also be realized,

The overall effect would be better usc of combat forces in
the CFA and the use of a trained resources not now usoed,

A I recommend that future doctrine include military police
in the covering force. J further recommend that defensive
operations (3161) taught at CGSC include M,P. play. After

several rounds of 3161, a more detailed study of the type of

unit, special equipment, and mission analysis conld be prescented

as officinl Army doctrine,
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