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I.

I NTRODUCTI ON

Thi s paper will be a brief look at the possibility of

employing military police resources in the covering force

area, it will, be based on the present concept of the covering

force and the missions now assigned to the Division N.P. Company .

This information will be analyzed to see if those missions need

to be included in the covering force area (CFA).

This paper is written by a military 1)011CC officer with

i4~ years experience in the field and an assign men t as a company

commander of a division military police company in Vietnam .

This paper will not discuss any specific unit or unit size

to be considered for employment in the CFA. It will also not

include any discussion of combat in a nuclear environment.
Section II will be a general review of the covering force

concopt. It will include missions, composition of forces, and
tactics.

Sect ion  III will be a review of th e traditional missions

assigned to a division military police com pany, it will include

a brief synopsis of the nature of these missions.

Section IV will be an analysis of the 1.1. missions that

can be extended into the covering force area.

Section V will be the conclusion. It will include any

recommendations that should be considered.

~ 
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TUE COVERING FORCE CONCEPT

The battlefield , when prepared for defensive operations,

is divided into three distinct areas : the covering force area,

the main battle areas and the rear area. Forces and fires must

be apportioned so as to support each area as a part of the

overall defensive plan.

The primary mission of a covering force is to gain time.

Time is gained by:

“(a) Agrossive offensive action and skillful

retrograde operations.

(b) Imaginative use of natural and nianmado

obstacles.

(c) Deceiving the enemy as to the true

location of the FEBA.

(d) Forcing the enemy to deploy his force

prematurely.

(e) Inflicting maximum casualitios as the

enemy advances.

(f) Providing early warning of enemy movemnei:t . 
1

The time that is gained will be used to shift forces in

the main battle area to meet tho advancing penetration. This

can be accomplished if the enemy is forced to deploy for close

combat in the covering force area and comuti t .i I s second echelon

forces in t o  a maim:  thrust • Sinct~ enemy (hoc I r.i.no i. s (o  charuiel—

izo his a t t ack  in to  a ma in  pene t r a t i on, the  (1r’ fr ’n(Iing fo rces

must mass  their firepower at that  c r i t i c a l  po in t  to  s t o p  the

attack. The càvering force will accomplish its primary mission

if i t  can force the enemy to reveal his main t h r u s t s  and provide

time for the main battle area forces to moot tite attacic .

~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 4
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CGG~ ref o~’ ~re  bool: (1113) 100— 5— 1 dat ed Jul y 1 976 , l i s t s

four basic tasks for the covering force:

11(a) Force the enemy into rovealing the strength ,

location, and general direction of his main

attack. To do this, it will be necessary to

strip away enemy reconnaissance and advance
guard elements. Contact with the enemy main

body is sought ; a fight is started with enough

intensity to force the enemy to deploy man-

euver and fire support units and begin h i s

main attack.

(b) Deceive the enemy, or prevent the enemy from

determining the strength, dispositions , and

locations of friendly forces, especially those

in )the main battle area.

(c) Divest the enemy of his air (lefense umhireile ,

or requ i rc’ him to d~ sp l are hi s air do fonises

before a t t a c k i n g  t h e  main battle area

(d )  Gain t ime for the mai n  body, (‘flab] i ng it f.o

(lop ] oy, m ove , or prepare defenses  wi ti si  ii the

main b a t t l e  area .” 
2

Covering force uni t s  should make con tac t  w i t h  t h e  enemy
as soon as they enter t h e  covering force area.  By begi nning

~~~ ba t t le  as far forward as poss ible  it wil  1 give the main

area commanders the host opportimni ty to analyz’ I he

• ~~~
-j on ar i d mlii ft the:i r forces to cou nter f l it”  m a i n  :,I  lark .

The cove r i n g  force area is ~ ha t. ar en  Cu ’ t im ti n’ 1’1 fl \ forward

- to the l i n e  of c o n t a c t . Any m o b i l e  force can ir e  u sed as covet’—

ing forcer  bu t, no rma lly  armored cavalry and air naval rv

ro ln forco t l  w i t h  sit ff i c ie nt  tank , a n t i  t a n k , mo(’han I ~‘od I mm fant ry,

f ield a r t i l l e r y,  a i r  d o  fense ar ti]  I ery, et i gi f l ee r , and at truck

holicor ers c ou l d  exp ’ct to m a k e — u j~ time task f’orce. An ii ler ~’

end ten t ical air should be u sed e x t e n s i ve l y  i n  erdo,’ to  rm t. t n il

the enemy a m i d  d’ce i ye II [in I n t o  he ]  i cvi rig hut’ has m a t i e  e t ii I

‘~~~~~ . - ~~~~~~~~~~~ L~~&±~~~~ ~~~ ~~ L . .  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~
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wil .li  t’h r’ mn a i ii tie fensj ye ii t i e ,

‘, the r overirig f’o f r  e has  io,ie :i S m mmcii dam age as  I t can

it Wi 1 1 ass  throug h the mu;uin hat t;le area do lemus lye posi l ions

end bcg:i.n other assigned missions • These m i s s  l ori s erie  vary

~~~~~~ reserve or re f i t t i n g ,  to strengthening tin ’ main bat  t ie  area,
The concept of the covering force is to have a strong,

mobile t ac t i ca l  fighting force to at tack the enemy as he enters
the area and to inflict as many casualitios as possible. Once

contact is made , elements must move to alternate positions and

resume the fight. ~hon the enemy is iden t i f i ed, maximum combat

power wil, l be exerted at that location, Units in the covering

force may have to move lateral ly to counter  any enemy penetra t ion.

Maneuver and f irepower are the keys to niissi on accomplish-
ment in the covering force area, It would fo l low that  ammuni-

tion ann P OL would be expended or used up at greater rates than
previously experienced.

4 . - .‘- - .  -. — — ,- -
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MILITAR Y POLICE MISSTONS

There are f i f t een  missions normally assigned t o a division
mili tary police company. Six of these missions deal w i th  normal
police activities or relate to rear area protection and area
damage control. These six will not be discussed fur ther as
they do not lend themselves to any possible use in the covering

force area. The remaining nine will be discussed in depth in

the following paragraphs .

T raf f i c  Con t ro l  — “Military police traffi c control, opera-

tions are vital in combat operat ions” .3 The t r a f f i c  circulation

plan, prepared by the division transportation officer, details
the use of the road network , Control of thi s plan is a mission
of the mi l i ta ry  police. In combat , emph asis is on uninterrupted
movement.  Supplies heading to tim t r o o p s — i n — c o n t a c t  are given
Priori ty On routes f orward while evacuation of wound ed i s  given

priority to the roar . Other  t r a f f i c  is (liroctod to secondary

roads so as not to interfore with th is higher p r io r i ty t r a f f i c .
Enforcing this plan requires t r a f f i c  control  posts , pat rol l ing
roadblocks, searches, travel permits, cargo manifest  checks ,
seizure of contriband , and detainment of suspect individuals,

Physical Security — Security of sensitive items in a combat
zone is done at static locations and along routes  of march.
Military police are propared to socure ins ta l la t ions, do wned air-
craf t , di st inguishod v isi tors, or m ost any o i l ier  son~~. i t i .ve i tem .

This requiren ient  is usually te m porary because of t h e  rapid
— 

changing s i t u a t i on  in combat ,  A t t e n de d  ;ut ud uimmi tcn dr~,1 scnsors ,
dogs , anti ni ght vision aids may be used to augment ph ys i c a l

security guards.

C o r i m a i u . 1 P o s t .  Secu r i t y  — Mi l i t a ry  po l icemen man t i me  i n te rnal
securi ty pos t s  ci,’ s ign a ted by time hiern iqum art ers conimn :in’ianf as a

part of lie oven-u 1 do f”n ss ’  an n  secu ir i  I v p 1 an f u r  I l ie  d I vis i mm

L ,  ~ 
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ma l n COI lfl1lfl  t i ’ l ~,oa I • ‘I ’ l io  ‘I OC , t. cI : i v i  s i.ou War I ’ r i o f l j  , I l i e

commmun~ c r  I i rn~; c ( ’ I l l  e i~~ Iac t i l t  es f o r  spec Ial i tile]] I : : r ’ r 1 ’ r ’ , : 1 1 1

the (Ii V i  I ‘ r i m  c o m I i i 1 i u u c i ( ’ l ’ t t~ i 1d  r I .  i r a n u ’ r a 1 1 C OY ”  I~ °( I i r i t ie a r - t t r  I I y

plan • I i i  sone ci r c u,u i s ta u m c e s  , H • P • ‘ s mima y be used  a .s persona I
secur i ty  for t i r e  C .G. and t ;ravol wi th h i m  at a] 1 t imea  • Si m ni l i a r

security i’equirc-’ments are found in each of the brigades .

Pri sermers of Ta r  — M i l i t a r y  police un:L i s (‘strri)J i sli forward

and cent ra l 1’ . ’. roi lec t~~ng points  to r e l i e ve  combat  t roops  of

the additi onal task  of their securit y. Forr-rarc l P. ~~. pol n ts  are
located in each commit ted  brigade. C l a s s i f i c a t i o n, segregat ion ,

processing ;uv.l evacuation are also a division military police

responsihii . ’i ty.

Cirritl r i I t~ ,t (~ on tr o i  o f ’  Indivi nhi .ia I s — A a a p ar t -  of ’  I:imnmir other
( h u t u  cs~ mi.] 1. t ar y  pci  i cemon exerc ise  con t ro l  ov”r s tr a g g i ors an(l

re fugees .  Stragg l ers are ident i f ied, reported , and rc-s t’am rn enh to

their uni t as qu i ck ly as poss ib le , Pofi igees  t ha t  can c l og  up main
supply r o t i le s  are (li .vertc’nl to secondary roads or d ir e c te d  to clesig—

nai:ed evrinuuati en con hera • The l a t t e r  frmnct :i.omt :1 s done in con-

junc t ion  m: .i I i i  t i m e  1~~ p~~r i  1 OC1t l  au t im on i  t i es

i ’n I’oii’ce m r m r t t l ;  — 1’hi~~ en Corcemeir t ;  of  m:i I i  tary  laws , orders , and

rogr il a tior i s  as we.1 1 as host; country l aws I s  a func t ion  of all

military pci icr’ . Their presence will often dcl or crimes Iron

occurr ing .  ‘~n n y  t i m e s  l.lm’w are I he onl y pci i,c’ I’ force able to
respond to  r a i l s  for  a s s i s tance .

A l  i i  I n  Ci v i  1 \ it h o r  I t. I r ’s — There i s a c o n s tan t  requirement

to aid an ’! m u u p j i o r t .  .1 oca 1. clvi], au t lu o r i  t y. Cent roi of’ re fugors  ,
searchi  t i g  l r i u i  1 di.ngs , opera I i  rig ch tock poi nl; s , and prov iding

emergency r n n h l m ’r i i  ca  i o i l s  a re ci 1 types of ass  i a t a m i c e  I h a t  cci i

be provi (l ( ’( 1 by t ir e  c l i  Vi Si  Ofl 1711 litany pci ice

I ’ o 1 i~~~-’~~~ I I I  1’., m m i a  13  crm —~~~ ‘(‘lie devel .opmen I. of p o l i c e  in foruriat ion by

N • P • s a m ’ ’  1 1 (rca i j n’m i I ce C fl”i~~ i i 111011 f s  I hO overa i l i i i  c i  i i  geflc 1’

pro gr ;mm .  1 m i t  e r r r ’ ’ a  1 . i o m m , I dr ’n t i  f i r a l  io n , ansi ac ’rrrciui og teclin s~i mr ’s

ran ir e \ • v ’  i i i  a Jr 1’’ I i ’  thr  I ‘1:1 - I I or) for  I u s ’  1 1 — ‘ ru  11re  i i i  I o 1 1 1 g s  m i c e

cen t .  e r , “ I a” I 1 ; i  a n i t  r I I I i  i oral po 1 1 c e wi 1 1 1 ai t u r ’  I a p i s i

~~~~~~ . ‘ a . ” 
- -
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transmnit i ;il of’ I h i s  in fo rr i:m tion In the appropri a to iul a ]  1 ‘‘gorIce

center .

Populace and IU’source Control — M i l i t a r y  Pol ice involvement

in populace and resource control  is normally l i nm i ted to

assisting the host  government  in t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l , m i l i t a r y

police invest igations , secur i ty  ac t iv i t i e s, and re fugee c o n t r o l .

I

I
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1~-~Sl O N  Al~Ah ~Ys 1S

The r e m  t ;rn  1 o f I. m’a ff1 c in tire cover ing fo rce  appe;r m’: ; to hi’

just as i iripo r t ; ; m n  I. ; m S  I I.  1 a iii the main b at f ;  le  area ann t i m e  rear

area • I’o PC a a a Co 1’ a ~mec 1. s’ l t o  ui  so tri o r e POL n n ’h  ammu in 1 I 1 a rm i)ec an so

of t i m e  (~m - a a t ; e r  tuned f o r  massed  f i r e p o wer  and n m n h i  l i t  v . ‘1 1’

operat ions are  pro I onged 1’or severa l clays , t ; h i r m i  r esupp i y w i l l  be

an ongo i rig r eq u ir em e n t  • ‘i’lie s t ragg ler probl em w i ]  1 no t  be as

great as j i m  o f fen s i v e  opera t ions  but ~‘e niger ’s can he e x p e c t e d  to

be a sen ru m s olus Iar,i ~‘. 3 t is  i m p o r tan t ;  to keep tire main supply

routes  op en dur in g  t , l i ; ’  no ~a i p p l y ef f o rts.
Cr1 I I cal I I ama o C n ’ c r m  I ipimient siirhi as ~~1— 1 tai)l(S afl(1 ai r—

c r a f t  ; ;urr ’  cape r  t a d  to he disabled • O f t e n  t l i l  s equi  pmont has

valual) l e and sensi  t iv o  i t ems  on—board . M i l l tary police can be

employed to secure t h i s  equ ipmen t  u n t i l  mai .nt or ia i ice  personnel

can evacua te  l ;i ir ’  desired items. The use of M.I’, ~s w i l l ,  f ree

combat tr o op s  for t h e i r  combat  ml ssi on

Sen t m’l t y o f ’ I ! ja  cnmman (ier of the c o vr ’r i n ’~ fo rce  amid hi s

tactical oper a l i ens ceir tet’ (TOC ) is a m i s s i o n  tha i; may be (lone by

combat troops or mi i i t ; i’v policemen, it would probabl y depend on

resources available , Since M .P . ’s are p r e sent l y  no t  nss~~gned to

covering force  o per a t i o ns , it would be (lone by combat, t r o o p s. if

M . P .  s were assi g’mied , they  would be su i t ed  f o r  C .C • sec.uri  ty and

close—in secur i ty of tire TOC . Secur i ty  of a pnr i . mn et n r , if

e s t ab l ished , would st# i l 1  have to hi’ (10110 by r omlu ct  t r o o p s  b o c am i s e

of the l.;’cl ; of ’  ( , ; r i ’i i r a i  weapons  av~r i  l ab l ,e I .e f ire ~l. P . ~s.

T im s ’ S e c t i i ’  I I y ni~ .l s a fe t y of enemy J)n i so r l er s  o f ’  ~ ;r r  is t i m e

cap tu r in g  1 WI I s rI’;-;pofl~~i h 11 1. I y r u n  :11. t h e y  can t u rmi I i i  ‘i ’m ov~ r to

forward P. ~t . ( ‘ c u l l  ac t i ng  p~~: i . m I l s .  31; w ou l d  gre ; ’ t . l y a a a i  a t  t i n c a e

un i ts  i f  P • • co]  1 oc t  lug  pOi. im t s we re r~~ ta !)]. I ~ l ie d as f; i n  f o rw ar d

as poss I hl ’~ , even  i n  t i m e  c overing fo rce  cr0 1, so they  are n o t .

burdened arty 1 omiger  t h t a m i  n ecessa ry .

~ do not ,  emi v i s i o t i  ca r  need for  ~lcf ;i i1 r”d ‘‘iuf’orcc’nirtut of lirw a

ci  • t i t t i ’ i ii , ;  a ”  I t m ; r  1 ‘ ‘ 151 111 . 1 I • Norntn .i pul I cm ,’ ~: I u i ’ j a

d u r i n g  l i i i ’  I h i’  • \ H y  r ’ — f m i  i~ n l ;u c  I i  V i i  y d r ur  I n n ’ ~ c ’ s r ’ I~~’a I would Jr

~ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ -— -~ 
_ _ _  _ _ _ _  —.-



in v o st .~g;r t ’t1  a1ta~ h o s t  I ]  I i ’ s  n a v e  rn (ia.i, f j S ) ]  ~J ’~ ( ’ 1 ’ ( ’ i ’ ’’

pa t rol 1.11mg I lie ro;ul~’ and mn ;runniinug ci.rr’iul at ion r o m j t  m l  p s i  m i t ; ;  (cci ’ ’ s)

for  o ther  m m i :L s s i o m i s , ~.hey may ac t  as a deterrent f’or some cr imes

af l ( l  be :; l ’l  e to ga ther  l~~mit od  data on reported cr1 t r io ~ •

w o u l d  be a res idua l  e f f e c t  from other missions provio;i~~1~ ’ ‘

cussed.

As cl’i ,scu ssen l  wi th  t i n e  t r a f f i c  cont ro l  mi s s i on , the  movement

of refugees over supply routes w~ ulcl reduce tire e ffect ivoness of

the resupply mim oveni ont .  Tire N . P , tm s could aid c iv il.  aut;lionitios
to direct  and escort  them on other routes. C omm u n i c a t i o n s

equipment available to the M .P , ’s could  a l s o  assist local au thor-

ities e s t a b l i s h  control  over the popula t ion.  O the r  neiwled

a s s i s t a n ce  c o u l d  be roniterod if M . P. ‘ s were ;tva L i a b l e

M i ]  ii.ary police p a t r o l s  and C C PI  a would be c o m r t i n i u i o u s ] y

gather ing i n f o r m a t i o n  about  bridges , Ol)s t .  ~~1 ( ‘ 3 , road d a ta  and

even enemy a c t i v i ty. This informat ion  would  be a n o t h e r  source  of

data to ho]  p the conmniandor f i ght the b a t t l e  • Tin s is also a

residual. e f f’~ct of o ther  miss ions ,

Tire area of populace  and resourc r’s cotit i ’o]  has  1~~’ e m  d i s cu s s e d

prev ious ly  in other  paragraph s • i f  M . P .  s wore available in t ir e

covering force  area they could aid t in e  1,ocal popu l at i  eu in many

capaci ties .  This ass i s tance  would depend on t h e  combat; s i t u a t i o n

and the ab i l i t y  of the host  government to imp l ement  it  ‘ a

programs .

“1 ‘S.
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CONCLUSION

Tire mmiii  itary police do have a p lace  in tine coven zig fo rce

area, The y shou ld be u sed to es tab l i sh  t r a f f ic con t ro l  so

supplies can reach troops in con t ac t  as soon as poss ib le,  By
doing tlr i.s t hey  w i l l  a l s o  reduce the re fugee probl em an( .i a s s i s t

stragglers in finding thei r  uni ts.

They should be used to temporarily secure sensitive equip-
ment u n t il  evacuat ion  can bo accompl i shed.  They are ideal ly

suited to securo the covering force commander and the TOO. This

would reduce t ine  number of combat  t roops d iver ted  from t he i r

primary ml ss:Lon,

They s h o u l d  set UI) Prisoner of War c ol i c ’r t in t ~ p o i  r u t s  and
evacuate ~~~~~~~~~~~~ to  the roar as soon as pos s ib l e.

These functions can ho specificall y ass:i.gned to air M. P.
• unit , Th e size of the unit  would n a t u r a l ly ( l ej ) en ( i  on t i n e  s ize

of the  cover ing  force and the area 1( 1  1)0 cove red ,  Wine ,,  desi gn-

ing  t ine  force , c o n s i der a t i on  of spec I al equ l  pmn en t  . s h o m i  Id be

inc luded . Armored cars , a n t i— t a n k  weapon s , on’ secure cornmnuni —

cations eqn.n .pnnent are exam ples of equipment t :iunm t may be added

depending our the  nmissions .

Onc e an N. P. un i t  is assigned to a cove r ing  force  w i t h  the

previously ment ioned m i s s i o n s, the  r e s i d ual  f u n c tio n s  o f ’
enforcement  of laws , c i rcu la t ion  contro l  of i n d i v i d u a l  a , pol ice

intelligence , ;rid to civil  au thor i t ies , and populace  and

resources c o n t r o l  would a l so  be r e a li z e d .

Tire overal l ef f e c t  would  bo h e t ter  ru se  o f  combat  fo rces in

the CFA n u n !  t h e  u s e  of’ a t r a ined  r es o r t r c c s  t ie  1: m n o u ~’ u sed

— I r ec onunuoms i  I . i u a t .  f i n I ;u r e  d o ct r i  flo inc I is le  i i i  i i  $ r i i a  ao l  ~ C i ’

in the  coven m u g  f o r c e  • i~ f u u r t ; i u i ’r  rocom ,neui ’i  I ip i I c i r ’  f i n n s  i ye

ope ra t i ons  (3 1 61  ) taugh t at’ CGSC i n c ] .umde  M .P . p i ;ny .  A ft rsr

several rrnu ids  of 3161 , a more  d e t a i l ed  s t u d y  of  t i m e  t ype of

un i t , spec 1 a .1. e q u u i  pmont , and  m i s s  i o n  a nal  ys I ~ ‘et m l  ‘I i s . ’  p r ’  son  I ed

as o ff i . e I ci. Arm y doc t r i  v i e

~~~~~~~~~~
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rOOTNOTES

1, FM lflO— 15 (Test) March 197L~, Larger Unit Operations ,
pg.

2. RB 100—5— 1 , July 1976 , Op or a ti o n~; , CGSC , pg. 5—10 .

3. FM 19— 1 , Au gust 1975, Mil i tary Poli ce Combat Support ,
pg. 5—1 .
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