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Effect of CW-396A Radome on the Radiation
Pattern of Rectangular Antennas

1. ANALYS I S

In this report we w ill present some results showing the effect of a CW-396A
radome on the radiation pattern of a rectangular aperture. It is well known that
in the absence of the radome the radiated power can be written as

Pv =A( 1_81n2 95in
2

41)tff 
K e  sln O cos + Y sinOsin ê)dX dY f (1)

where A is a constant, K 5 Is the electric or magnetic surface current on the
radiator, S is the radiator surface area, and ~ and 41 are defined in Figure 1.

Now suppose this antenna is placed inside a CW-396A radome. It has been
demonstrated elsewhere that for this type of radome only the radome ribs signifi-
cantly influence the radiation pattern , and the effect of the radome panels and bolts
can be neglected (at least , for frequencies up to and including S-band). For pur-
poses of calculation we have found it convenient to assume that the near fields of
the antenna are still collimated as they pass through the radome. Furthermore,
we assume that over the intersection of this collimated beam and the radome, the

(Received for publication 29 December 1976)
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Figure 1. Antenna Geometry

radome surface is nearly flat so that it can be approximated by a rib structure
which is periodic in x and y, as shown in Figure 2.

In order to calculate the effect of this approximate radome structure on the
radiation field we employ the equivalent current method. Using this method we
calculate the field which is scattered by each radome rib and then approximate
that rib by a current sheet which produces the same radiation field. This current

sheet is then projected back onto the antenna so that the net antenna current is the
original surface current K8 plus the surface currents 

~R 
due to all the radome

ribs that are projected back onto the antenna. Therefore, in place of Eq. (1)

we get

~ R 
C A I ( l _ s in 2 9si n 2

41 ) I ffKs e1 5 i n 0 c 0 8 41
~~~~

5
~~~

88th 4 1 ) dX d Y
S (2)

+ f!KR e
lk (x sin 9 cos 41+ysin Oslnø+h COB 

~~~ dy1
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where the equivalent current KR is nonzero only over those portions of the surface
S upon which a radome rib is projected and the factor exp (ikh cos 9) accounts for
the phase shift between the actual location of the radome ribs and their projection
onto the antenna. The quantity h is the distance between the antenna and the
radome surface. Also, A ’ can be determined from the requirement that

f d41 f sin 9 d~ P
~ 
(o,41) = f d 4 1  f  sin 9 d~ ~ R (o, 41)

The equivalent currents KR have been calculated previously for both L- and S-band
signals in Eq. (18) and Tables i t o  4 of report RA DC-TR-76-379 . For the hori-
zontal struts

K
(3)

whereas for the diagonal struts

KR
= x [0. 53 K

11 
+ 0. 85 K1

where K 11 and K
1 are given by Eqs. (2 ) and (22), respectively, in RA DC-TR-76-379 ,

and i is a unit vector along the x-axis (note that a horizontally polarized E field
gives a magnetic current ~ x E which is directed along the vertical axis).

We have not yet specified what we shall use for the antenna current distribution
we choose

K = x  cos 
(
~~i_.) cos

(
~!Z_) exp _ ik (xsln ØB cos 41B + y sin 9B sin 41B)

~ .

The current has a cosine taper in both x and y planes and a phase tilt such as to
give a beam maximum at 9 9~ and 41 =

2. RESULTS

If we assume that the antenna lies at the center of the CW-396A radome it is
appropriate to choose h = 324 in. Also, the separatIon 6/2 between horizontal
ribs is 58. 94 in. and the angle 9~ defined in Figure 2 is 32°. For the case when

8 
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there is no beam displacement (that Is, 
~B = 

~B 
= 0) we have calculated the effect

of the radome on the antenna pattern for the cases listed In Table 1.

Table 1. Effect of Radome on Antenna Pattern

Frequency 2x0 2y0 41 See
Case (GHz) (Inches) (Inches) (Degrees) Figure

1,35 360 180 0 3
A 1.35 360 180 32 4

1.35 360 180 58 5
1.35 360 180 90 6

3.15 240 144 0 7
3. 15 240 144 32 8
3. 15 240 144 58 9
3. 15 240 144 90 10

3. 30 312 168 0 11
C 3. 30 312 168 58 12

3. 30 312 168 90 13

In plotting 
~ R in Figures 3 to 13 we have norm alized 

~ R so that

~R 
(e = 0) = “v (o = 0). This of course ignores the power loss in the main beam

caused by power being scattered by the radome into the sidelobes. By using the
conservation equation

£

2

~~~f  
sin ~ d~ ~ R ~~~~ - 

~ v~°’ ~ = 0

It is possible to estimate the loss in gain caused by the radome, as shown in
Table 2.

Table 2. Estim ated Loss in Gain

Case A pproximate Gain Loss (dB)

A 0.1
B 1.0
C 1.3

9
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It is interesting to note from Figures 3, 7 , and ii that the grating lobes
caused ny the horizontal radome ribs are about 30 dB below the main beam level
at L-band and about 23 to 24 dB below at S-band. The diagonal radome ribs pro-
duce grating lobes at 41 = 580, as Is clear from Figures 5. 9 , and 12. These are
about 35 dB below the main beam level at L-band and about 26 to 30 dB below at
S-band. There are no appreciable grating lobes for any other v alues of 41 in the
range 0 ~ 41 ~ 90° (of course there are grating lobes in the 41 122° , 180°. 2 38°,
and 302° planes), as is clear from Figures 4 , 6 , 8, 10, and 13.

We have also studied the radiation pattern in the 41 = 0° plane f or the case

when there is a 5~ main beam tilt in the vertical plane (that is , 9B ~~~ 41B = 0) .
These results are shown in Figures 14 to 16.

3. CONC L ( SIO\~ -t\() DIS CUSSION

The CW-396A radorn e can produce grating lobes in the vertical plane which
are about 30 dB below the main beam at L-band and about 23 to 24 dB below the
main beam at S-band. The radome produces about a 0. 1 dB loss in gain at L-band
and about a 1 dB loss in gain at S-band.

Finally, we should note that all the panel sizes on the CW-396A radome are
not exactly the same~ as we have assumed in our approxim ate model. These
slight size differences would tend to broaden and lower the grating lobes by a small
amount (about a dB). We have also considered the effect of radome curvature.
This effect is shown in Figures 17 to 19. Upon comparing Figures 17 to 19 with
Figures 3, 7 , and 11 we see that the effect of the radome curvature is small.
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