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INTRODUCT ION

This document has been assembled as an Annex for use in conjunction with
the manual: "Performance Test Development for Skill Qualification Test-
ing"l. It contains brief comments on a selected sample of tests now in
use at U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command (TRADOC) Service Schools.
Its purpose is to amplify the principles of performance test construc-
tion contained in the parent manual through an analysis and criticism of
existing tests.

Of the 32 examples of tests which follow, the majority have been used to
illustrate poor test construction practices. However, it should be noted
that the tests were developed for training purposes. Since training ob-
jectives can vary considerably from actual task performance objectives,
it is quite reasonable that tests used in training do not meet the re-
quirements covered in the manual for skill validation and qualification
tests. Also, at training centers, testing can be conducted informally,
the person administering a test generally knows its content without need-
ing detailed specifications, and issues of test standardization are less
critical. Therefore, where tests are depicted as representing poor test
construction practices, the reader is asked to remember that they were
developed for purposes that differ from the way they are being used here.

The examples presented in this document have been taken from a larger set
of tests which was furnished to TRADOC by its Service Schools. The en-
tire set of tests was reviewed and a classification of the major problems
associated with the various tests was developed. A sample of tests was
then selected to depict these problems. Also, a few tests that provided
good examples of certain features of test construction were included.
Certain tests were omitted from consideration because they were toc com-
plicated and lengthy for a document of this type. Others were discarded
because they require a considerable amount of technical knowledge, which
would limit their comprehensibility.

The examples included in this document show the name of the task; then,
either the entire test or excerpts from it; and finally, comments about
each example. Many examples contain a series of Xs, indicating that por-
tions of the original test have been omitted.

The most frequent problems appear to be overcueing, lack of detail of

scoreable elements, and the use of weighted scoring procedures. A com-

plete list of problem areas is given in the following table. The numbers

shown in each category indicate which examples and commentaries to read

for each specific type of problem. Almost every test appears in more than

one category. The italicized numbers in the table indicate the tests that

were identified as good examples of a particular feature of test construc-

tion (even though these same tests appear in other categories as poor examples).

1Army Research Institute report, July 1975, by Robert Vineberg and
Elaine N. Taylor. N




















































































SCORESHEET

Note. Indicate student.performance with a check in the proper space.

References are to Administrators' Manual.
1. INITIAL PROCEDURES

a. Properly positioned required switches prior

to and after energizing OC.
(Ref item Sa and 6)

b. Properly energized the OC.
(Ref item 5b)

2. OC DISPLAY CHECKS

a. Properly performed sweep checks.
(Ref item 7d)

REMARKS:

b. Properly performed the AUX 1 TRUE checks.

(Ref item 7b)
REMARKS :

[YES | NO_| PomIS
>

[YES | NO | Ponis |
3

T [ RO
"

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

6. PROPER USE OF SCHEMATICS
REMARKS:

7. PROPER USE OF TEST EQUIPMENT
REMARKS:

8. OBSERVED SAFETY PRECAUTIONS
REMARKS s

‘Im‘ NO | POINlS
‘ 3
NO__ | POINTS |
L
YES T NO | POINTS |
k]










SITUATION C

You and your partner, PFC James D. Stack, SSN: | 2rc¢ assigned
to the 140th MP Conpany, Fort Gordon, Georgia. You are performing town
patrol in Augusta, Georgia, when you observe a soldier in a Class A uni-
form enter an OFF LIMITS bar, Sue's Place, 1273 East Avenue at 2100 hours,
today's date. You enter the bar and inform the soldier that it is OFF
LIMITS and ask him to leave but he refuses. You apprehend the soldier,
take him out of the bar, advise him of his legal rights, and search him.
The individual's identification reveals him to be SP4 Albert Andrew Duncan,
SSN: HIEE Conpany A, 38lst Engr Bn, Fort Gordon, Georgia. He is
B B BN B B B Fair complexion, Race-Caucasian,

no marks, scars, or tatoos, Date of Birth: 12 Mar 51, Place of Birth:

Los Angeles, California, Home of Record: Seattle, Washington. After ob-
taining the above information you escor: him to the Military Police Station,
prepare a Military Police Report (DA Form 3975), a Rights Warning Waiver
Certificate (DA Form 3881), a Sworn Statement (DA Form 2823), and a Mili-
tary Police Receipt for Property (DA Form 19-31), prior to placing him in
the detention cell. Your desk sergeant's name is SSG Billy O. Fischer.

The below listed property was obtained from the individual:

Wallet, brown leather containing miscellaneous papers and pictures and
monies: (1) twenty dollar bill, D43217872F; (2) one dollar bills, A54891230B,
A54442287; and (1) quarter dated 1971, Silver Zippo lighter and ID Card
#17C0843.
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EXAMPLE 26
TASK: Hand Grenade Carryinyg, Arming, and Throwing.

(Excerpts from Test)

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

The purpose of this test is to see how much you know about carrying, arm-
ing, and throwing the hand grenade. You must get at least 10 out of 13
correct to pass this test. If you answer less than 10 correctly, or if
you miss any of the test items identified by an asterisk (*), you should
take this lesson. Read each question carefully.
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*Study the picture. Mark YES or NO to show whether it is the correct
method of holding a hand grenade.

i. YES NO

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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