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NORTH SEA - VOL, I

This English version of Volume I of "The War in the North
Soa'" has beon made possible by the assistance of certain porsons
otherwisoc unconnected with the Var Collego; These individuals
voluntarily translated, during their leisure, without remunora-

tion, the chapters noted below,

Chaptors 3, 4. Lte Charles F, Behrens (MC) U.S.ll,
el o Lt.Comdr, ¥,E. Findeisen (MC) U.S.i,

Appendices 2-11 ) mns, otto I. Holweg, D-F, U.S.M.B.

Appondlces 15-10,21 Ens, ‘/alter A, Hibbs, DV=G, U.S.H.R.

Chaptor 1 was translatod by the Office of Naval Intelll-
gence, The Proface, Cuntonts, Chapters 2 and 6, and the plates
vore translated by Lt. R.3, Krause, U,S.H., on duty at the liar

College, who also odited this volume,
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THS UaR AT SEA- 1914-1918

NORTH SEA, Vol. I
Contents

Preface.

1. THE FERIOD 07 TENSION AND CONCENTRATION QF TO3CES,
The British-German tension of 1913-14. The Emperor on the

politicel situetion on & July 1914. Conclusions cf the Admirelty
Staff for the conduct of the High Sees Fleet. Beginning of the
exchange of information between the Foreien Office, General Staff
and Naval Staff. Serious opinion concerning the situation on

20 July. Declaration of the Naval Sta’f of 22 July. Entrance

of the High Seas Fleet into Norwegian herbors determined upon.
Requast of the Coumtnder of the High Seees FTleet for immediate
return of the fleet to hoira waters end ammroval by the Emperor.
Return voyage made against the wishes of the Chancellor. The
report of the German Navel ..tteche in London of 28 July. The
return voyage of the Imperor and the High Seas Fleet. Stationing
the firet British Fleet in the North Sea. Indirect nreliminary
preparations for war by Grect Britain since 1904.

Operation studies in case CGreat Britain should remain neu
tral. Russian mohbilizantion, Gorman order for "Safety lieasures,’
concentration of British Fleet. .Jer orgenization of the Germen
end British fleets. Concentration of the Eigh Seas Forces in
the North See. Naval hindrances through efforts to reach politiecel
agreenents.

Transition from & peace to a war footing in thc North Sea.
The security of the Germen Bight. Policy further impedes military
measures., The readiness of the capital ships. Orders bearing
on security. Utilization of the Ems position. Felse air alarms.
Commerce during the period of tension. A state of war with Great
Britain., First order for operations of the High Seas Fleet.

Note: Chapters l-¢ bound in Part I, Chapters § and 6, in Part II,
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2, CONSIDERATIONS FOR THE OPERATION ORDER.

Conception of naval supremacy. The location of bases with
reference to sea lanes. The adventeges of geographical position
to Great Britain. '

Relative strength. Comparison of ship types. Estimate
of the efficiency of personnel. The position of the enemy bases
with respect to their own field of operations. The foregoing
oonsideration makes a temporary strategic defensive necessary.

The consequences of & possible defeat. The plan of operations.

3, CLOSE OR OPEN BLOCKADE?
‘The Neval Staff regarding the probable British conduct of

the war. Close or open blockade. The form of the close blockade.
The form of the open blockade. Guides to the British operations.
The defensive attitude of the British Fleet unexpected. 1Is the

desired equalization of foroces possible?

4. OFFENSIVE BY GERMAN SUBMARINES, MINE LAVERS AND CRUISERS.

The means for the mine warfare. The undertaking of the
KOENIGIN LUISE egainst the Thames (5 August 1914). Underteking
of the Submaerine Flotilla I against the British licin Bedy ( 6 to
11 iugust). Impesial Order to proceed egainst the troon trans-
ports in the Channal (8 August). Advance by Submarine Half-
flotilla 3 ageinst the transport escorting forces in the Hoofden
(8 to 11 August).

éonolueion of the Commander-in-Chief of the Nuval Foroes.
Lack of oruisers for the offensive. Proposed operations of the
Chief of the High Secs Fleet.

Advence by the U-20 and U-2]1 against the Feterhead-Egersund
line and simulteneous advance of the U-22 against the Humber (15
to 21 August 1914). Deduotions as to possible operations of the
fleet. Transition to minor warfare. Advance of the light oru-
iser STRALSUND e¢nd STRASSBURG :ith the U-19 an@ U-24 in the
Hoofden (17 to 19 iugust 1914).
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Advance of the light oruisers ROSTOCK end STRASSBURG end
the Torpedoboat Flotille VI to the Dogger Bank (21 to 22 August
1914).

Mining operations by the ALBATROSS end NAUTILUS against
the Tyne and Humber (23 to 26 August 1914).

The effeot of the submerine denger upon the movements

of ocapital ships.

5. IHE 28th OF AUGUST, 1914.

Increasing the safety of the German Bight. Advances
by oruisers and torpedoboats beyond the patrol lines. The
danger from submarines, airocraft and mines in Heligoland Bay
and off the river mouths, New nrinciples for the security of
the Germen Bight.

The first reports concerning the enemy on 28 August,
Measures taken by the Commander of the Scouting Forces and
the Fleet Commandaer. ileasures taken by the Commander of the
Submarine Flotilla II. Alarm of the coast defenses at Heli-
goland and wangeroog.

Engegement of the G-194 and G-196 and the Flotille V,
Participation by the STZTTIV. Engagement of liine-sweener
Division III. The battle of the FRAUENLOB. The sinking
of the V-187., The battle of the remeining boats of the Flo-
tille I. Seoond battle of the STETTIN, Conduct of the S.}.S.
HELA and the Flotilla V.

British reports conoerning the events outlined above.

Estimate of the situation by the German leaders after
the oonclusion of the above engegements. Introduction of &
Germen counter-thrust.

Firat engagement of the STRASSBURG. The sinking of the
MAINZ. Order to the German battle oruisers toigo out. The
conduot of the German submarines, Estimate of‘the eituatién

up to 1:30 p.m. by the leaders.
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The battle of the STRALSUND. The sinking of the ARIADNE.
The STETTIN us witness or the battle of the ARIADNE. The fur-
ther engagement of the STRASSBURG. Recall of the light oruisers
by the Commender-in-Chief.

At the place of sinking of the ARIADNE. Advance of the
German battle~-oruisers and restoration of the patrol lines,

The report of Commodore Tyrwhitt on the ARETHUSA. Advence
of the British battle oruisers acoording to the report of Ad-
miral Beatty. The destruction of the YOELMN. The British attaok-
ing foroes are brought in by Rear Admiral A.H. Christien.

The losses. The question of calibers.

Tactical and strategiocal results. The psychologicel moment.

" Condust of the British end Cermans in the rescue of men.

6. THE BRITISH BLOCK.DZ.

Unocertainty remgarding the bases, loocation and movements

of the British Fleet. Adniral Jsllicoe's statements regarding
the British beses, wWar organization of the British Fleet. The
British plan of operations.

The first oruise of the Grand Fleet. The second cruise.
The attack by the U=15. The effects of the apneurance of Germen
submarines. The first sweep into the southern part of the North
Sea (third oruise). The U-21 and the Grand Fleet. Conoclusions
of the Qerman leuders from the results of submarine scouting.
The fourth oruise of the Grand Fleet. Movements of the British
Fleet during the bvattle of 28 August.

The reasons for the holding back of the British Fleet.
Effect on developments of the war in the North Sea.
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THE /AR AT STA, = 1914-1918
NO-TH SEA - Vol, I
Chapter 5. The 28th Avrust, 1914.

There were no British offensive undertakings similar to
the German ones described in the previous chapter. 4fter as
before, one remained in uncertainty as to the intentions of
the eneny, Tven though the time did not anmear rive to the
Germaq,high command to engage the entire Hish Swas Flset, yet
the %ﬁought of the coming decisive battle occupisd the minds
of all. In the evolution of the ship types &s well as in
taotics this aim was preeminent of all considerations even
before the war. Now all efforts centere” in the preparation
of the fleet and the security of its approaches for the de-
cisive battle. Due to being fettered by the operation order,
fasoinated by the submarine menace, and believing that sooner
or later the initiative to battle would come fror the heavily
superior enemy, we took our own task in tco narrow & scope.
N:xt to the offensive aotivity of the light forces, we took
it to be to keep the Hiligoland Bij;ht and river mouths clear
of British suwmerines and mines as the deployment area of the
fleect for future undertakings. For fear of finding ourselves
blocked in the river mouths by submarines and mines on the
decisive day, we overworked the torpedoboats and }ight oruis-
ors in the sorvice of security due to & lack of suitable patrol
craft and consequently kept too small a force free to oppose
any sudden sortie of the opponent or to participate in own ex-
tended scouting and torpedoboat undertakings in the open North
Sea, Thereby it was overlooked that the attack is the hest
defense and that the activity of the whole fleet carried out
into the No:th Ssa would at the same time have been the hest
meens to secure the German Bi-ht and the river mouths against
operations of the enemy. A decided disparity between the
heavy duty of the light foroes and the expectant inactivity
9<
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of the large ships wes a feature of this procedure.

The measures taken for seouring the Gormen Bi--ht at the
beginning of the war have elready been described in detail
in the first ohapter. Although the holding back of the
eneny oame gradually to be recognized, this aysteﬁ was es-
sentially retained during the ocourse of August end even more
fully developed. After the end of the period of tension
and the beginning of the war condition, security was efforded
by day on 5 Auvsust in an outer and an inner patrol line on
each of which was stationed & torpedoboat flotilla on an urec
of 35 and 23 miles redius respectively from the lightship,
ELBE I. Betieen ticse two lines of torpedoboats was another
consisting of submarines on a concentric arc of 29 miles radius.
A light cruiser was stationed behind each of the north and
south flanks and an additional one outside of Heligoland har-
bor. An escort oruiser with e torpedoboet flotilla was sta-
tioned in the Weser in readiness for an immediate advance;
three flotillas were berthed in the river mouth. At night
the torpedoboats of the outer line es well as the submarines
were withdrawn to Heligolend, so that only the inner line of
torpedoboats remained out. At daybreak the light cruisers
frequently ran in to the river mouths on account of the al-
leged submerine menace.

" The heavy demands on personnel and the light forces,which
very soon made themselves felt with this form of security, led
on 6 August to & change of procedure for the submerines uqon
the strong representations of the commander of Submerine Flo-
tilla I, Commander Hermann Bauer. The line of submerines was
abandaned &nd the mejority of the submarines were made avail-
able for use on the high seas or on the enemy coést. The re-
mainder were retained at Heligoland for the security of the
Germén Bight ané were to leave that port only when hostile

foroes were reported.
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with comprehensible envy our torpedoboats, which were
trained for the attack @as in no other navy, saw the younger
sister service gird itself for. glorious tasks.' Simultaneously
with the withdrawal of the submarines from the service of se-
curity, a further burden wes placed on the torpedoboats. Since
the distance of 12 miles between the nrevious two torpedoboat
lines might permit enemy submarineé to surface unobserved in
between them, it was thought necessary to fill the stations
of the submarines for day security with an additional torpedo-
boat line. In addition, the combatting of submerines in the
inner German Bight was to be carried out alternetely by a
further torpedoboat flotilla and & division of mine-sweepers
after Mine-sweseper Division III in Cuxhaven became availeble
for service.

For these details the number of available torpedoboat
flotillas was entirely inadequate.

On 7 August the inner torpedoboat liner had to be dispensed
with in order to make & flotille available for the seerch of
the German Bight as well as for ° offensive purposes. In
order to oompensate for its dropping out, the flotilla on the
outer circle received the order not to steam tny longer back
and forth along the line of the outposts, but with varying
courses to oruise in the aree which is bounded by the tw~»
oconocentric arcs of 35 and 29 miles radius, The continuel
availability of one attack flotilla on the Wweser also had to
be abandoned in order to preserve the personnel, boilers end
ongines of the torpedoboats, sc that their full reaediness
would be assured for the day when thesc naval forces would
have to meet the demends of battle. No one wes in doubt
thet this utilization of the torvedoboat floctillas had very.
little relationship to their real purpose and was simply &
metter of negessity until a sufficient number of other ves-

sels, which were less valuable and more suitable for the
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the release of the torpedoboat flotillas for attack purposes
would have been possible before 'this time only if it hed been
decided from the outset to effect the security of the German
Bight against enemy submerines and minelayers primarily through
minefields instead of ships. That did not happen until Sen-
tember; until that time the opinion nrevailed that such & mine-
field would hamper too much the movements of own foreoes in the
battle expected here.

Hovover, the consequence of this procedure once begun wes
that extended offensive operations could only seldom be carried
out, and otherwise we had to limit ourselves to incidental ad-
vances from the patrol line, In number of ships as well as
in extent, these never attained the measure of large-scale
soouting or torpedo-boat undartakings. TIven if such advance
possibly had not led to an encounter with the enemy, they would
probably have given us greater clerity concerning the actual
movements of the opponent.

on 6 August the intelligence station, iiestellenbogen on
Sylt, reported sighting several smoke clouds off Esbjerg. aAn
immedjate air reconnaissence gave as little clue to & hostile
operation in Fano Bay as an advance of the IAINZ with a group
of Torpedoboat Flotille VIII, which f'orces appeared off Esbjerg
at dawn the next morning.

After en airplane left Borkum on 8 august in & westerly
direction to establish how far the British reconnaissence ex-
tended toward the German 3ight end did not return, the Second-
in-Command of the Torpedoboats with the light oruiser ROSTOCK
and the Torpedoboat Flotille I scouted on the night o? 9-10
August in the .sector west by south to north to about 100 miles
from Heligoland., As a fan-shaped advance of the torpedoboets
had been designated, the intervel between adjacent boats rapidly

inoreased and upon reversing course when 100 miles distant from
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Heligoland it wes 16 miles. xlthourh it wes & moonlight night,
it was by no means certain that the relatively small number of
boats would suffice to sight enemy forces in such @ large aree
and, if they did, that they could concentrate even & small num-
ber of hoats for attack. The means with which the edvence
was carried out were too small, Thus, the best prospect of
success for the attackers - other than surprise- *s to be
stronger than the oppcnent and this hed been relinquished from
the start. However, no encounter with the eneny tool pluce.
Only one boat, V-189, thought she had sighted two enemy cruis-
ers which she reported between 12 and 2 a.r. in 060 epsilon(l)
and 042 epsilon about 80 miles west of Borkum Reef. Later she
gave further information that, in addition, she hed sighted two
large ships, apperently armored c¢ruisers but whose cluss could
nect be identified. The boat was attacked by one of the two
cruisers but avoided action. The Fleet Commander believed a
British mine operation against the German Bight to be indicated
thereby and took the reported ships to be cruisers of the APOLLO
class. This view was shared by others in the fleet. It wes
hoped indeed that the sighting of these forces meant the real
transition of the British to & close blockade &nd not merely

an isolated advence.

In accordance with the proposal of the Commander of Sub-
merine Flotilla I, the light cruisers HAMBURG +nd STETTIN with
U-20 and U-21 went out at once to damage the reported forces
by submarine attacks. However, nothing nore was seen of the
anemy.

The squares, in which the enemy ships were thought to have
been, were suspected of being mined. However, upon subsequent

search no mines were found.

(1) Greek letters used in designation of location. See
square chart 5.
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Furthermore the report of V-189 gave rise to the order
that any darkened oraft off the Zms is to be oonsidered &s
hostile forthwith., The attention of the Dutoh government wes
called to the dangers which must ensue if darkened oraft ap-
peared off the Eus. Jhen later the cirship L-3 sighted a
Dutch oruiser and four torpedoboats, the conclusion was reeched
that the ships reported by V-189 were probably these same oraft.
on the other hand, the Ems group of Torpedoboeat Flotilla II
which advanced on the same dey es far es 152 gamma and 00l epsi-
lon, sew nothing of these or enemy ships. The Dutch government
was requested that henceforth, in order to avoid trouble, the
colors be illuminated et night so as to allay any doubt about
the neutrality of their ships.

After the large, extended operation of the submarines from
6 to 11 August, U-13 and U-15 were missing. This gave rise to
another advance led by the Commander of the Torpedoboats, Rear
Admiral !faass, with KOELN and Torpedoboat Flotille VI on the
night of 12-13 August. This wmas carried out in a similar
manner to the advance of the 9th and although eitended to 130
miles from Heligoland was agein fruitless in every respect.

Not until the night of 15-16 August was & larger number
of torpedoboats utilized, and then in the sector north to west-
northwest from Heligoland for the purpose of surprising enemy
submerines believed to be on station there. KOELN, STUTTGART
cnd Torpedoboat Flotillas I and II varticipated in this advance
again under the leadership of the Cormander of the Torpedoboats.
At first a further extension than previously was considered but
this intention was ahandoned in order to prevent an enamy force,
which might break through under cover of darkness, from cutting
off our own force. Other then bringing in two Dunish steemers,
FICARIUS «nd FRAEGANA, whioh were meking passage to English
ports with food supplies, this undertaking also brought no result.
On the same night a raid of Torpedoboat Flotilla III from the
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Z's reached out in ths sector west-northwest to west from Bor-
kun to beyond Tcrschelling, but wes likewise fruitless.

The next day brought the advance of STRLSSBURG . nd STRAl -
SUND in the Houfden as previously described as well as the
raid to the Do:~er Buni, while the eirship 1L-3 hed made &
scouting oruise &s far as the Norweglen coast, H:ever, in
no place, other then in the Horcfden, were enemy forces en-
ocountered.

Oon the other hand, it appeared that we would be seriously
occupied with the submarine menace. XZvsn the fleet anchorage
in the J.de and ,°ser were not considered scecure ageinst sub-
marines. Tats were rot cvailable until after the first six
months of war. and also the blocked ship anchorage in the Elbe,
originally contemplated only as & protection areinst destroyer
attacks, did not seem to be effective in providing security
against submarines, As long as effective security was luck-
ing, one had to depend esbove all on the navigational diffi-
culties, which with the depth and current conditions in the
Jade and iVeser rendered difficult & submarine attack. all
capital chips always had their nets out .thcn at enchor, while
the lookout and guns were rianned for instant defense. For the
same reason the sseourity of the river mcuths was continually
being added to by special patrol oraft. Heretofore this se-
curity of the Jade and ‘/eser wus provided for es follows:

By dey the old fisheries oruiser ZIETEM patrolled the
Jangeroog fairway, while the old light cruiser ARL.DNE to-
gether with the target towboat DRACHL lay in the mouth of the
Jade, and the station yacht, & former division torpedoboat,
guarded the mouth of the jeser. As & support, the old light
cruiser NIOBE lay in the channel of the Weser. Thereto the
ARIADNE retired at night so as to be less exposed to torpedo-
boat attecks. ZIZTEN was supported et night by two torpedo-

boats, while three additional torpedoboats were siationed at “
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night in the mouth of the Jade as well as one boat in the mouth
of the ieser (See Appendix 14, The Security of the Jade und
Jeser by the Harbor Flotilla),

#hen on 12 August 14 steanm-trawlers were ready for service
in seouring the river mouths, six of these were to inoreese the
security of the Jade and four each to the security of Elbe &and
Ems, A week later the permanent watoh of the mouth of the Ims
was assigned to steam-trawlers exclusively,.so that the torpedo-
boats which until now had bveen utilized for this purpose be-
ceme available for more extended reconnaissance. Herein they
were ocoasionally supported by aircraft.

A question, which was the subjeot of particuler considera-
tion, was the security of the submarines lving in Heligoland
herbor ageinst aircraft attacks by day and surprise attack
by gunfire at night. after 11 August, when four 4.1 inch rapid
fire guns were placed in commission on both the west and east
moles of the submarine harbvor and two 3.5 inch rapid fire guns
or. the heights commanding the north harbor, & oruiser wes de-
tailed at night as a sunport for the port defense upon the re-
quest of the commandant (See Appendix 15, Order of the Chief
of the Reconnaissance Forces for the Security of Heligolend
Harbor).

Special precautions against submarine end mine danger
were necessary when capital ships oruisod in Heligoland Bight.
When on 11 iugust the battleship GROSSER KURFUERST &nd four
training oruisers left the Jade to go through the Kaiser-wilhelm
otnal to Kiel for training purposes,. while at the same time
BLUECHER coming from there was expected in the Jade, the fair-
way was swept beforehand by Mine-sweeper Divisions II and III,
a torpedoboat flotilla formed & submarine screen for the ships,
and the Heligoland Bight was patrolled for enemy submarines by
numerous aircraft. On another occasion the feirway between

the Jade and Elbe was even marked with channel buoys to indicate

b7 46<
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movements became more frequent, this wes discontinued as the
squadrons beceame familiarized with the péssage through the
minefields of the Jade and Elbe. On 16 iugust the battle oru-
isers went to the Heligoland Bight for exercises, while Squad-
ron I was moved to the Elbe and Squadron II to the Jade. Zor
this reason the security against submarines was so important
that as early as 6 a.1.. i'inesweeper Division III was engeged

in searching the German Bight; to be sure, without sweeping
gear, The meneuvers of the battle oruisers had scarcely be-
gun when the alarming report came in from the steamer SILViNa,
the flagship of the Commander of the North Seca Patrol Flotille,
that she had seen three ensmy subrmerines submerge off the Weser

in 147 epsilon. At once the battle-cruisers ran to the North-

ward in line of bearing at high sneed on course north-northeaesty,

and Torpedoboat Flotilla VIII wes directed to form an antisub-
merine soreen on them, while Tornedoboat Flotilla VI set out to
chase the enemy submarines in the reported square. Jhen it wes
established that the report very probably wes erroneous - as
only "suspicious places™ in the water had been observed - the
battle cruisers continued their exercises holding gunnery precs
tice. Despite all previous fears in taking the capital ships

out to sea, the happy experience provided the neocesstiry en-

ocouragenent for Squadrons I and II and two ships of Scuadron IXI

to hold gunnery practice on 22 ‘ugust in the inner German Bight
and off the mouth of the Zlbe, The ships were adequately pro-
teoted against submarines by torpedoboat flotillas. |
Meanwhile an additional number of trawlers had been made
available for patrol duty. oOn 18 August new orinciples were
adopted by the Commander of the Scouting Forces for the se- ;
ourity of the German Bight (See Appendix No, 16). Hereafter,
besides the previously mentioned line of torpedodoats, aeven!

of these patrol boats were stationed on the line Heligoland-
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Sveder-Hever and five on the line Hellipoland-"-iekerocg, which
were to cruise at intervals of 3 to 4 miles to prevent enenmy
submarines, which might be successful in passing the outer
torpedoboat line, from breaking through this position.

In addition, & minesweeper division set out deily from
Heligoland to search the Bight for submarines; a tormedoboat
flotilla was held in readiness for its support. As soon éas
submarines were reported in the inner German BRizht., they were
to be kept down and forced to run down their batteries and tc
make their existence difficult by steeriné zig-2zag courses.
Other means for combatting them were not evailable at that
time.

Usially three crulsers were stationed behind the line of
patrol boats; one escort cruiser with one of the two Cummand-
ers of the Torpedoboats was reedy to get underway ir one of
the river mouths. At night the outer torpedoboat line re-
tired to an arc of 25 miles radius from ELBE Ilightshio,while
the stations of cruisers and patrol hoats were the seame as by
day. At night an additional liesht cruiser guurded Heligolar!.
harbor, while a torpedoboat flotille maintained its<1lf in in-
stant readiness there to put out and attack. During the dey
this task fell to the available submarines. To thilis end the
Commander of Submarine Flotilla I issued an order on 25 August
which provided for the immediate occupation of a line south
of Heligoland 12 miles long with five submarines and &nother
east of Hcligoland 9 miles long with four submarines. The
rest of the submérines were to concentrate southeast of Helimo-
land in square 158 epsilon (compare sketeh and oraer of the
Commander of Submarine Flutille I concerning the action of the
submarines in the event of the sudden approach of the enemy
toward Heligoland - in the appendixes No. 17 and 17a). All
light forces had positive orders to prevent by all means .any

blocking operations against Jude, Weser and Elbe.
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Besides the harbor flotilla a light oruiser of the fleet
with one torpedoboat flotilla was stationed on the Ims, in ad-
dition to the 0ld light oruiser ARKOMA ind four trawlers. The
torpedoboat flotilla had the particular task of strengthening
at night the watch of the £ s by the patrol boats, Hence &
group of torpedoboats was stationed off the river mouth ready
to attack minelayers and oruisers, on the other hand they were
to avoid destroyers if they were convinced that no heavy foroces
were following them. The rest of the flotilla was to get under-
way from Borkum roads at once upon the report of the sighting
of hostile forces., At dawn the whole flotilla, if possible,
went to Eirden for recrea&tion or anchored on the E-s, then to
take up their stations again at dusk., Tue ocruisers alternated
in taking the guard duty (sce appendix No. 18, Order of the
Cormander of the Hiwsh Seu Foroces for the Wutch of the Ers).

From these details 1t is apparent how great was the de-
mand on the light forces at this time for the security of the
Gormén Bisht and the river mouths alone. On this duty there
were no less than four cruisers, two torpedoboat flotillas and
one minesweeper division by day; five light oruisers and three
torpedoboat flotillas by night. On an average in the month
of August the flotillas had only twelve days in port for cleen-
ing boilers, fueling and reoreation. Yvt the guard duty was
still further increased, when & submarine attack on G-lll on
25 August just outside of Heligoland indicated the presence of
enemy subtmarines off and even inside of the patrol line. After
a conference of the Fleet Commander with the Co.mender of the
Soouting Furces, it was directed that by day tripls patrol
lines, by night double patrol lines, be laid out. The existing
torpedoboat screen was advanced farther out to & distance of
25 miles from Heligoland; a middle patrol line of ’one mine-
sweeper division was stationed at a distance of about 12 miles

from the outer screen; behind them in the previously mentioned

tT 49<

-— - el g o S A VA

—

—— AT Y

-
ey EN—————e Lol et

[P

———

- e



positions were the trawlers (see aprendix no. 19 - Seourity
Order of the Coiwumander of the Scouting Furces of 26 Aujust).
Sinoce one of our submarines had not been ahble to break through
a triple guard off the Moray Firth, it was believed thut the
adopted measures now secured the German Bight against the pene-
tration of enemy submarines. On 26 August also the half of
the patrol boats off duty undertook the first ettempts to blook
the Bight with nets.

An aircrafrt report that et 6 p.m., 27 august, an enemy de-
stroyer had been sighted about 50 miles west of Texel running
on course southwest at high speed occasioned also the strengthen-
ing of the Ems guard for 28 August with an additional torpedo-
boat flotilla, which was to errive there on that date.

» . * » »

Such was the security of the German Bight, when at 5:30 a.n.,

28 August, Torpedoboat Flotilla I with a total of nine torpedc-
boats hed moved from the night to the dey patrol line in accord-
ance with the plan. The sea wae calm with light airs from north-
west. The sky was overcast, the weather dreary, while the boats
took up zig-zag courses on the patrol line.. Suddenly, shortly
after 6 a.m,, G-194, Captain, Licutenant Commander Buss, or her
position about 16 miles northwest of Heligoland, sighted only
55 yards to starboard two periscopes of a submariune, which dis-
appeared again at once, while & heavy swirl disoclosed the dis-
ocharge of a torpedo. Immediately thereafter were sighted the
wekes of two torpedoes, which ran under the boat. dith hard-
over rudder and high speed, the Captain turned towerd the sub-
marine whioh, however, disappeared unhindered below the surface
on northwesterly ocourse. Concerning the incident he at once
sent the following radio message to Commander of the Torpedo-
boats on the KOELI:

"At 6 a.m. attacked by submerged submarine, square 142
epsilon center, two torpedoes, no hit. Sighted perisoope.

T 20<

o e et 0—-1
g
= g

- -

o E—— - ————

-
-




vaiDVRlRUS VO yuras, ralse report out of the question. EInemy

submarine steered northwest." (1)

There was nothing extreordinery in this report because
enemy submarines were & part of the every-day experience of
patrol duty. At oace, however, the planned defense against
submarines took effect. At 7:10 a,m. the order went out si-
multaneously from the Commander of the Torpedoboets and from
the Commender of the Scouting Forces to Torpedoboat Flotille V
at Hekigoland to give chase to the hostile submarine, and at
7:12 from the latter to the airoraft divisior to have aircraft
perticipate in the pursuit. However this submarine report
took on added significance, when from 8 a.m. on urgent radio
messages from G-194 and the adjacent boats in ithe patrol line
to right and left of her, 5-196 end V-187, ceme in. These re-
ported the appearance of enemy surface forces in the patrol

area - the first experience of this kind since the beginning of
the war! (2)

Up to 9 a.m. the High Command forned a picture somewhat
as follows from these reports:

At 8:06 G~194 reported that she is being attacked by an

enemy heavy oruiser. However, this radio messeage was raceived

(1) On first receipt of the radic message 2:25 a.m. instead
of 6:05 a.m., was reported, necessitating a counter-question of
the KOELN ard a repeat-back of the whols messages,

(2) See appendix No. 21: "The radio messages*sf 28 August
1914." Almost without exception the radio messages were sent
in code, the individual recipients took various times in de-
coding sccording to their volume of work, so that the t'mes of
delivery of a redio message on *he bridge or to the Commander
Vary on an average about 10 to 15 minutes. Furthermore for
the uninformed it should be remarked that the radio messages
are not only heard by the particular recipient addressed but
in general simultaneously by all ships, torpedobgats, and shore
stations on the same frequenoy. Thus, except for stations on
other frequencies, it was assured thet the most importent redio
messages, which were also relayed on other wave lengths, were
received simultaneously for the information of all co..cerned,
exgzpt for the previously mentioned difference in time of de-
coding.

See square chart (chart 5) for the designation of loce-
tion by means of three numbers and a Greek letter.
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Likewise,not until 8:25 could this bout trensmit the repmort that
since 8:05 detached enemy forces had beer. sighted in 142 epsilon
on course south. As is shown by @ report at the same time from
the adjacent ship on the right, G-196, hostile cruisers are chas-
ing G-194 in 142 epsilon. Acsording to a signal of 8:35, G-196
also became engaged with individual ships. Meanwhile V-187,the
flotilla leader, reported by radio at 8:24 the sighting of two
destroyers in 116 beta on course south-southeast; at 8:45 she re-
ported two enemy light cruisers in 132 beta on southeast course;
and at 8:50 two more enemy cruisers in 131 beta, After 8:25 it
appeared that boats of Turnedoboat Flotille V also,in particular
Torpedobout Half-Flotilla 9, were taking part in the action in
142 epsilon. At first four, then nine,and finally 20 destroyers
and a oruiser are reported,which pursue Torpedoboat Flotilla V.,
At 8:25 the latter requests crulser assistancs,

The counter-moves of the Commander of the Scouting “orces
as the one charged with the security of the German Bight followed
the reports in rapid succession,but were hampered on this day by
a particularly unfavorable distribution of the light cruisers of
the High Seas Fl-et. Tnere were by ochance on patrol the three
weakest ships, FRAULNLOB, ST TTI!N und HELA,of which the latter
on account of her weak armament ocould not be considered for a
serious action. Also the cruiser leader of the torpedoboats,
S.M.S. KOELN, contrary to custom,had put in to Wilhelmshaven for
a short couling period. In that port were also STRASSBURG, STRal-
SUND und ROSTOCK. KOLBIRG ley in the roads. DALNZIG <nd MUZNCHLN,
coming from the Bultic, had put in to Brunsbuttel. (1)

(1) After the groundinsg of S.!',7.''ACDLBI'RG at 0dJ nsiolm on
the Russian coast, !'UENCHEMN, DANZIG .n¢ Tov-cébost Flotillu IV,
in addition to other ships, were placed at the disposal of the
Baltic Commander-in-Chief upon orders of the High Cormend on 26
August. Upon urgent representations that these forces could not
be \ispensed with in the security service of the German Bight,the
Baltic Commander-in-Chief later released them to the North Sea.
Upon their return they stopped at Brunsbuttel on 28 August.

<




— s

ety e e A

T¥0 beé avallanieé TO relleve TUNE PUrSUtU LULPOUVUVUGUD,  Tivisdis
ruceived the order at once "C'.use destrovers", FRAULNLOB the
order "J>in advance against destroyers.' About €:050 both ships
acknowledged these radio messages. However,STETTIN had already
gotten underway at 8: 32 on her own initietive upon receiving
the radio that fcur destroyers were in sight, and at 8:58 she
reported: "STETTIN =oin, out to meet enemy torpedoboats, own
submerines taking ettack positions.” '/hen hostile oruisers
were &also reported, KOELN wnd STRASSBURC were directed to go
out at onos in support, while KOLBE"G .as to reise steam
quickly, STRALSUND to move out to the roads, and DANZIG rnd
MUTNCHEN iere to move down the Llbe from Brunsbuttel. MAINZ,
whioh lay in the E: s, was still being held back

Acvordingly, STRASSBURG 1 £t port at 9:10 a.m.; ¥OTLN it
9:90. So far as light cruisers are concerned, these measures
exhausted all means. Unfortunately at 10:.o a.m. on this day
there was low water on the bar of the outerAJude, so that capi-
tal ships, in particular the battlecruisers, sccording to the
previous experience of the pilots and upon measurement,could
not ocross this bar during the period from &€ a.m, to 1l p.m. B
reason of this circumstance the battlecruisers did not receive
the order of the Crammander of the Seouting Forces to raise steam
until 9:20., All except BLU'CHEEL were in the wWilhelmsheven
roads. At 12 ncon MOLTKE =:nd VON DCR TLNN could be ready to
get underway, but SEYDLITZ, the flagship of the Commender of
the Sovuting Foroes, could only run the starboard engine, as
the port main condenser was being retubed. By that time
BLUECHER could pass through the locks from the inner harbor.
Uoson inquiry to the Flecet Comuander if MOLTIE uznd VON DER $ANN
ovuld go out in support as soon as they were ready, this was

approved with the qualification: 'If enemy then is still there."
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battleships, since from the information thus far received the
Fleet Commander considered that it was purely an attack of a
large number of destroyers and a few light ocruisers. The re-
port of G-194 sbout the sishting of heavy cruisers without °
designation of location, otherwise uncorroborated from any
other source, was from the beginninz not seriously considered.
The estimate of this information was in fact correct, since the
boat, as appears fron her war log, had sighted only light cru-
isers. However, the fulse informetion misht have had an ex-
ceptionally good result in this case, if it had led the Fleet
Commander as well &s the light forces to timelv consideration
of the possibility of the presence of large ships as well., Per-
haps other courses would have been irdicated thereby from the
start for the action of the light oruisers as well s for the
utilization of cepital c=hips.
The only bettleship on guard duty was S,M,S, HELGOL:/ND.

She left 3chillig roads at once for the outer Jade, but in-
silde of the bar, to take up a covering position. A4As her re-
lief S.li.S. THUERINGEN got underway at 9@ c.m. from Schillig
roads and went down the Jade. The other two ships of OSTFRIES-
LAND olass, together with four ships of KAISER class, lay in
Wilhelmshaven roeds, while the ships of the PO3SEN class were

in port. There in dock was also the fleet flagship FRIL.DRICH
DER GROSSE. Squadron II was in the Elbe and the ships of
KOENIG olass were still at Kiel for trials, where were also
Squadrons IV, V and VI.

Upon the first renorts of the enemy, the ships of Squadron

II, et that time commanded by Vice iLdmiral Scheer, were put on
one hour's notice in case the battleships should be caelled out.
Whether similer measures were also taken independently by the
other squadrons is not indicated in their war logs; such a

measure was not ordered by the Fl.et Commender.
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The Commander of Submarine Flotilla I was on board S.l.S.
HAMBURG, which was in dock unavailable for service; thus the
direction of the submerines fell to the Commander of Submerine
Flotilla II on ST™ETTIN off Heligoland. The directives there-
for were laid down in the previously mentioned order of the
senior flotille commander commending Submurine Flotilla I
(eappendix No. 17). Accordingly at 8:23 the order went out to
the submarines at Heligoland to take up the pre-determined at-
tack positions.

Six submarines ley at Heligoland, but not all could get
ready at once, as they held torpedo practices on the four
preced.ng days and the boats were now engaged in overhaul
work. Two boats could only run on battery.

"For this reason, and because immediate action meemed
necessary to me in view of the spirited gunfire which I heard
in & westerly direction,” thus the Submerine Hulf-flotilla
Commander, Lieutenant Commander Spindler, explains in his war
log, "I did not wait until all the submerines could be resady,
but gave iniividual orders to each as soon as she could cast
off. The submarines left at the following times: 9:09 c.m.
U-16 with the order to proceed to square 142 epsilon and there
at her own discretion to seek opportunities to attack enemy
ocraft of any sort. U=25, available in near vicinity with
only battery power, received the order to take up position on
the northern end of submarine line II, which ran in approxi-
mate direction Heligolend-ieser lightehip (see appendix 17a) -
a line which had been established by Commander Submarine Flo-
tilla I for the event of an enemy surprise attack.

' "Meanwhile we heard a gun battle to the southwestward,
wherefrom I concluded that the operetion of the hostile forces
was directed egainst the mouth of the Jade, and therefore gave
the remaining suhmgrines orders to take up nositions in this
direction. At 9 a.m. U=-5 wont out. U-5 was to take up posi-
tion off the mouth of the Jade. At 9:16 a.n. U-;e went out
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with orders to stand to the southwest..ard toward the cudible
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gunfire so as to ocome to grips with the enemy forces advencing
to the mouth of the Jade or returning from there.”

The boats of Submarine Half-flotilla 4, U-24 and U-28,
proceeded in a similar menner. About 8:20 a,m. these had left
for target practice and surface oruising tc Loreley Bank and
were already in the exercise area, when S-101, the leader of
Submarine flotilla 4, steamed up at maximum speed and gave
her orders: "U-28 take up action position ut .eserliehtshiv,

U-24 action position 6 miles northwest weserlightiship and

operate at own disecretion." The run of the submarines to thence

was covered by the Submarine Half-flotille Commander, Lieuten-
ant Commander Prause, with the leader boat- in connection
therewith he intended to scout from 158 ersilon to the west-
werd.

+When the first radio reportsof the enemy came in and when
at 8:30 a.m. gunfire was heard on the island of Heligoland,
the alarm was first of all sounded to mar the 8.3 inch guns
eand the mole batteries, but at 8:50 the whole fortress was at
action stations. Immediately thereafter torpedobcats were

sighted from the island, some of which were steaming past

but due to the hezy weather they could not meke out whether
these were British or German boats.

Since 8:25 a.m. gunfire had also been heard on .jangeroog

to the northward. It came closer and quickly inereased. Finally

up to 17 salvos per minute were counted. Aiction stations were

taken on the fortifications. After 9:00 o'clock, however, the

gunfire grew weaker and gradually withdrew in e northwesterly di-

rection.
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" s were takineg place at sea.
After warding off the submarine attuock ot 7:57 a.m., G-194
was ln her patrol area on northwesterly course when shell im-
pacts disclowed the presence of hostile forces without at
first bveing able to make them out due to the low visibility
of only two miles, Recognition signuls given with the search

light were now answered. The Captain, Lieutenant Commander
Buss, therefore reversed course and ran away from the enenry
at maximum speed on course southeast. Not until e querter of
an hour latar ocould he make out that the hostile force con-
sisted of about 9 destroyers and 2 light cruisers; the boat
could not reply to the heavy fire of the destroyers. The first
shots hit the water 2200 yards astern of'the boat, but then the
impacts gredually came closer until very soon they straddled
the boeat. Unfortunately, although calling the flagship KOLLN
in vain since 8:05, it was not until 8:25 that the Captain was
able to notify the Commander of the Torpedoboats by radio con-
cerning the happenings.

The ad jacent boat to the Northward, G-196, the leader of
Torpedcboat Half-flotilla 2, had not had G-194 in sight, due to
low visibility and an interval of 7.5 miles from boat to boat
ir the patrol line. However, at 8:05 she heard firing to the
westward and ren at high speed toward the gunfire. Then after
sighting the enemy she headed for Heligoland at full power.

At 8:15 the follcwing radio message was transmitted to KOLLIT:
"G-194 is being ochased by a oruiser in 142 epsilon.”

At 8:26 G-196 elso opened fire with the after gun at 7650
yerds range, but due to the long range and bvad spotting con-
ditions the firing was broken off after 14 shots. This boat
saw only one oruiser and this one only right at the beginning,
as the latter fell behind the destroyers which pursued the Ger-
men boats in a close-order, normal line of bearing at at least

28 to 29 knots, but their ocless could not be made out. Only
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scattering shots fell near G-194; the boet remained entirely
undamaged, as meanwhile the approashing Torpecoboet Flotilla V,
Cuumander Knesebeck comranding, had drawn the fire of the ovo-
ponent (see chart 18).

At 7:25 a.m. this flotilla had received orders to chase
the enemy submarine in 142 epsilon. Aaccordingly the boats
left at 7:45 end were proceeding senarately in irregular for-
mation atlzl knots on the run to the center of the designated
square, when at 8:25 the leading boat, G-9, sighted several
torpedoboats and noticed the flashing of gunfire. 1In doubt
as to whether or not tiiey were own boats, the Captein, Lieu-
tenant Commender Anschutz, continued to steer the former course
until they were reccgnized for certain by the bridge set well
forward and large funnel in the center to be four British de-
stroyers. At once fire was opened with both guns and scon
thereafter course wés reversed so that a retiring action at
maximum speed developed with the four destroyers at 7650 to
8750 yards range, on the right flank of the latter a leader
oruiser could now also be made out. Due to the hazy weather
the German boats following astern of G-9 were 8slso surprised
by the eppearance of the eneny. .hen V-2 saw the shells
falling around G-9, they believed at first thut the latter
had sighted the hostile submerine and taken her under fire,
while V-1 upon sighting a low colurin of water near G-9 &t
first presumed that a torpedo shot had been fired at the
latter, until immediately thereafter the outlines of four
destroyers were recognizable., However, these anpeared so
similar to our boats, particularly from ahead where the raised
funnel and the mast placed well forward were not so noticeable
thet the enemy fire had to allay the lest doubts as to their
flag.

The collision with the enemy would have been less of &

surprise if the first redio report of G=194 had been delivered
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The leader finished decoding the first radio message from G-194

yat 8:10 a.m.; G~-9 was not fired at until 8:25 a.,m, Thus there

would have teen sufficient time thereafter to advance more cau-
tiously and with the boats in close order.

However, our boats beat a timely retreat and withdrew from
the pursuit in the direction of Heligoland., The enemy was un-
successful in his attempt to drive them toward the Holstein
coast, Nevertheless, the low speed of our boats in comparison
to the destroyers very soon became noticeable, all the more so

because ours with the exception of the boats of Flotilla V with

mixed firing, were purely coal=burning and after such a short time

since leaving port the fires were not as yet sufficlently high.

A further consequence thereuf was the heavy smoke develepment which

hindered the fire of own guns; to be sure, it also made it
difficult for the enemy to see their target,

Before reversing course the Commander of Torpedoboat Half-
flotilla 9, Lieutenant Commander Hoffert, attempted to bring
the leader nearer the enemy and to close to a favorable range
for own battery; thus the range quickly dropped to 5257 yards.
Consequently, since the flotilla was not yet concentrated, the
enemy fire was soon directed entirely at his toat, Thus he
was forced to turn away and by means of changing course to
make it difficult for the enemy to establish his fire, lean=-
while, when niore smoke clouds were sighted and the number of
observed shell iupacts led him to suspect a considerable su-
periority, the fletilla leader gave the order: "Roturn to

Heligoland!" Thereupon the boats formed in an irregular line

.abreast with intervals of about 650 yards on course southeast=

by-east, returning the fire with the after gun, while the
range gradually dropped from 7650 to 5450 yards, Spotting
was impossible; furtihermore on part of the boats the stern
was 80 far down in the water at the high speed they were

making that when pointing right astern the line of sight
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with a 7650 yard range setting was below the visible horizon.
Cunsequently the point of aiu itself could not be sighted on
part of the time. The shots, which at first were fired with
the greatest rapidity, were observed to fall short due to the
inferiority of our caliber, so that for this reason also fire
was checkeé part of the time, Fyvrthermore, the battle course
permitted fire with the stern gun only. C-mpared to the su-
perior fire of *he¢ cruisers and destroyers our own was as gocd
as ineffective, even when the range for own boats droprned to
6000 yards, for V-1 even to 3850 yards, during the ection.
Thus the amount of ammunition expended in this action of al-
most three quarters of an hour is relatively small. On cer-
tain boats it was only 15 to )" on others between 20 eand 30
shots and only S-12 and V-1, which fell astern due to lack of
speed and thuc were in action longer, fired 40 and 51 shells
respectively. Airplene Nu. 21, which had meanwhile arrived
on the scen; of action, observed that the shells from our boats
usually fell short.

On the other hand, the enemy': fire, despite superiority
of caliber and number of shivs &s well as good fire distribu-
tion, remeined relatively ineffective. At the beginnine of
the action the enemy shells fell short about 850 yards on an
average, but later &s vell the guns of the destroyers largely
fired short. A further advantage our boats had was that for
the most part the destroyer shells did not explode. The 5.9 inch
shells of the cruisers could readily be distinguished from the
impasts of the torpedoboats by reason of the heavy yellcw deto- {
nation cloud.

Meunwhile a 1light oruiser, apparently FEARLESS, iiad been
made out on the rig! t flenk of the enemy, while the number of
destroyers hac¢ at first inoreased to ten, then to 16 to 20
belonging to the L-clas:s {three funnels). The ovening of the

ra B

engagement was reported by radio to KOELN at 8:28, as well as
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later the approximate rnumber of enemy ships, one cruiser end
20 destroyers, anc¢ the locetion 142 epsilon (&:38).

Despite the superior fire effect and specd cf the opronent,
the situation of the flotille did not become critical until two
boats, S-13 and V-1, could no longer maintuin the high speed.
Due to the fires having burned down, S~13, Lieutenant Comrander
Adolph Muller commending, finally could muke only 20 knots &and
dropped astern toward the enery to 6000 yards, V-l in fact to
3850 yards, so that at 8:45 the Flotilla Communder by radic
requested oruiscr assistance. S-13 in her position remained
undamaged, but V-1 on the left flank of ths line ubreast was
soon completely covered by the enemy salvos.

At 8:50 the first shell, apnarently of 4-inch caliber,
penetrated the upper deck amidships and fell into the after
boiler room, where one mun was killed and two were wounded.

The compartuent had to be vacated and cdue to the loss of the
boiler the speed dropped to 20 knots, so that now the destroy-
ers closed rapidly. Judging by the nany shell impacts, they

were concentrating their fire on the damaged boat, whose Captain,

Lieutenant Comnander Siess, c¢ould decrease the enenmy's possi-
bility of hitting only by steering s zig-zag course; this per-
mitted him also to open fire with the bow gun at times. Soon
thereafter the boat received another hit, which tore & large
hole in the starboard side plating where the coal fortunately
protected the interior. However, the rudder control wes demaged
and the valve of the forward turbine was torn off by splinters.
At the same tiiie several torpedoc wakes were observed parallel
to the boat; while the =nlan to fire tornedoes likewise was
dropped by the Captain in order to save ther as sure hits for
a last deflense.

At this criticel moment STETTIN apneared on the scene of
action. As she steamed up at high speed she opened fire on

the destroyers, so that the latter had to leave the torpedoboat,
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concentrated their fire on the new opproncnt &nd &t the sare

time turned away to the southwest.

At 8:32 a.m. when the first report of the enemy came in,
STETTIMN, with steam on only eight boilers, was lyinz at anchor
in a calm sea to the eastward of Heligolend dune for the pro-
tection of thebarbor. As o result of the inforration, she at
once proceeded to the reported square, sending aut the same
time & radio report to the Commander of the Scoutine Torces.
“he visibility was unfavorable and varied betwecn 5500 and
900 yards; uppurently it was better near the surface thin at
the height of the orow's nest. For this reason Heligoland
could not take purt in the esotion, although 1t took place
within range of the island batteries and before the arrival
of STETTIN the Commander of Torpedoboat Flotilla V had even
requested the fire of the betteries. STETTIN, too, could
not make out the enewny urtil own boats were only & short dis-
tance ahead on southeast course pursued by several groups of
hostile destroyers. The Ceptain of S.},3. ST TTIV, Comriander
Karl august Nerger (who achieved renown later as Captain of
the auxillary cruiser ,/OLF) reports the following concerning
the further course of the action:

"AY 2:58 a,L. “TETTI" opened fire at 9300 yards on one
of the middle groups of the opponent, which apneared to be
closest, and at the same time reported to the Commander of
the Scouting Forces: 'Am in battle with destroyers.' STETTIN
then observed several well placed salvos. At this moment the
signal bridge reported that the ships we were firing on be-
longed to own flotilla. The fire was briefly interrupted: but
then the report was found to be erroneous. At this time the
groups to westward turned to southwesterly course and retired
in colunn formation at maximum speed.

"Soon thereafter the groups to eastward also turned to

westerly course. Since they were neamr,they were then teaken
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under fire.

"At this time some 20 enemy destroyers armed with 4-inch
guns were counted and thereupon report was made to Commander
of the Soouting Forces: 'Urgently need support, am in 142 ep-
silon'.,.

"For a short time at about 9:05 2 cruiser with four fun-
nels was secen behind the enemy formation and this observation
was reported to the Commander of the Secuting Forces: ‘'Lnemy
oruiser with eneny flotilla.' Whether this oruiser took part
in the battle is rot definitely established. The imnacts of
hostile shells were so0 numerous in the immediete vicinity of
the skip that this could not be observed. According to in-
formation of the Commanding Officers in Tornedoboat Flotilla V,
the impacts gave the impression as if STETTIN were in boiling
water.”

Thus far the report of the Cuptein. ihile STETTIN ad-
vanced against tr3 pursuers in this manner, V-1 had opened fire
on the retiring foe and apnarently muade two more hits which
were indicated by & column of fire at the center funnel and
dark smoke clouds et the stern of & destroyer. The cruiser
assistance had arrived just in time for the hard-pressed boat,
for without the energetic attack of STETTIN V-1 would doubdbtless
have been lost. Meanwhile Torpedoboat Flotillae V hed continued
its retirement to Heligoland since with the smell calibver of
own guns it seemed to the Flotilla Commander thet a further
gun duel with the destroyers offered little promise and after
the turn of the latter to southwest torpedo fire also could
not be brought into play. Due to the superior speed of the
enemy the necessary position ahead of the hostile forces,and
in partioular of the escort oruisers, could not be attained.

In this decision Torpedoboat Flotilla V was confirmed by
the order received at 9:10 from the Commander of Torpeoboats:

"Torpedoboat Flotillas I and V retire to within range of
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Heligoland batteries." For the time being the unrestricted
engagement of the torpedoboats was doubtless not justified,
since worthy attack objectives had not as yet been sighted.
Consequently the boats proceeded to the southern entrance of
Heligoland harbdor.

Meanwhile, in the further course of the ection, STETTIN
had received only one hit despite the strone eneny fire fronm
numerous ships - it struck at o. 4 gun starboard under the
poop &nd killed two men, one man was seriously woundeé¢ and four
men slightly wounded. It is remarkable that the destroyers did
not undertake a torpedo attack, which to be sure would have re-
quired their full engagement, but limited themselves to o pro-
tructed and only slightly effective gun battle. However,our
own fire effect,too,must be appraised as small. To be sure,
the opening range was 9300 yurds and the shortest firing range
was only 5050 yards, and, although the gunnery officer had es-
tablished his fire with the third salvo,he had to shift ter-.._.
gets a number of times. This was due to frequent changes of
formetion end the high speed differential of the opponent as
well as frequent changes of own course for navigaetional reasons
and the continually changing visibility, so that urfortunctely
ornly a few salvos were observed to straddle the various tergets.
A really effective fire could not be mainteined (Chart 20).

Due to the low speec of the shin-tlLe steam hod temporarily
dropped so that her speed had decreased to only 15 knots - the
range increesed rapidly. At 9:10 e.m. fire had to be broken
off. Her task- to support Torpedoboat Flotillu V- had heen
successfully accomplished. The Captain decided first of all
to retire to Sellebrunnen buoy, so as not to engage the ship
in further actions ﬁntil all boilers were functioning properly
and mexinum speed could be made. During the battle certain per-
sons on the STETTIN thought they had seen & large merchant ves-
sel behind the enemy line. This caused the captain to report
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that particular srea- theét is, squures 154 und 155 epsilon -

as dangerous on account of mines. A8 wes later found out,there

had actually been & merchant vessel in the vicinity of the fight-

ing ships at this time. She was the Norwegien steamer KONG
GUTTORM, ~hich had in these days again teaken up her regular
run between Christianiec and Bremen. She was about to pick up
& Germen pilot to the northward of Heligoland when she suddenly
found herself in the midst of a hail of shells. She was hit a
rumber of times and unfortunately also three men of her orew
were irjured by shell splinters. According to the report of
the Ceptain, & EFritish destroyer steamed up ut full speed,
shooting continually at the stcamer, until the latter mude her
neutrality evident by hoisting the Norwegian flsg. Later one
of the shells was found unexploded in the ship and identified
as British.(l) According to the foregoingz, the report of the
mining of the designated area was based or an error easily
explainable.

The untimely turning away of STETTIN to Sellebrunnen, due
to loss of steam pressure &nd losing sight of the enemy, must
be regretted because meanwhile the enemy had run into the middle
patrol line and began to roll up the boats of Minesweeper Divi-
sion III stationed there. Since 8:40, as S-13, one of the
rear boats of Torpedoboat Flotille V could observe from Nathurn
buoy. D-£, the division leader, with a few other boats of the
Minesweeper Division, was receiving the extreordinarily spirited
fire of one British oruiser and the destroyers.

At 8:15 D-8 had heard gunfire to the Northward, but at
first took it to be gunnery practice. Then an indistinct redio

message was picked up, that a submarine had fired torpedoes
and that the reported enemy forces were heading northwestwurd.

(1) according to Norges Handels uUnd Sjbéfaerts Tidende of
22 September, 1914.
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This information confirmed the Divisior Cormender, Liecutenant
Commander Zberhard .Jolfram, in his decision to remain on his
statior to fulfill the purpose of his patrol position, that is,
to prevent enemy submurines which might surface from breaking
through. Unfortunately, &s previously stated, the transmis-
sion of the radio message of G-194 concerninz the appearance
of surface forces had been delayed 20 minutes, so that the
further events came 0s ¢ complete surprise to the Division
Commander with his boats. H¢ reports as follows therson:

"At 8:C0 a.m. & Germon flotille suddenly came out of the
haze to the northward; it proceeded at full power to Heligoland.
Suvon thereafter the pursuing British forces were also sighted
and at once we steamed at full power for Heligoland. At 8:40
the British opened fire on D=8, As soor. as the hostile craft
could be seen more cleurly - one cruiser and 10 to 14 destroy-
ers were made out - I opened fire with the port bridge gun and
stern gun. As the range was deoreasing, I turned to star-
board to show the stern to the enerny. However, I could not
hold this course for long because I could rot expect timely
support with certainty to the southward and & cruiser was
threatening to cut me off from Yelisoland. Therefore I uguin
set course for Helligolend; to be suic I n&d to uccept the
penalty that D-8 now offered a better target than before."

» Consequently, until 9:20 the boat had to weether & hail
of shells at close ranges of 4350 to 1100 yards. The number
of these shells was estimoted by the Division Coimonder as
600, while persons on Hsligoluand, from where they were able to
observe only the last part of the action, counted 200 chots.
Yot the enemy obtaired only five hits because the shots fre-
quently fell far beyond the boat. The majority of their shells
did not detonote on striking the water, but ricocheted, tumbling
over and over and rising to a height of 22 yards without doing

any damage. Also the effect of the first 5.9 inch hit below
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the water-line was absorbed by the coul in a full dbunker, so
that it d4id not even penetrate the bulkhead to the engine-room
tut simply bulged it in. Likewise the next hit on the taff-
rail did little damage, while however the third, a 5.9 inch
shrupnel holed the ship's side like & sieve in the between Jlecks
over and under water. Soriously destructive fire was first ex-
perienced when a 5.9 inch explosive shell struck the after part
of the bridge. It killed the Cuptain, Lieutenant Weiffenbach,
seriously wounded the surgeon, Dr. Scyberlich, and put out of
action 15 to 20 men. At the same tire auxiliary steam lines
under the :forecastle and in the boiler room were broken, so
that the boat was completely enveloped ir steam., Yet th: en-
gines contirued to run - to be sure, gradually slowing down -
until the boat had disengaged herself and could be teken in tow.
Not until Heligolend stood out plainly in the haze and the light
oruiser FRAUENLOB .us sighted to the southward did the pursuers
of the boat sbandon the chase and give up hope, after the es-
cape of Toruedoboat Flotilla V, of destroying at least this one
detached boat. Doubtless they took her to be 2 fleet torpeilo
boat because even from D-o, despite the short range, the enemy
could be made out only shadow-1like right up to the last.

The 25 year o0ld boat had defended herself valiantly with
her obsolete armament of three 2-inch 40 caliber repid fire
guns. 85 shells had been firad at the enemy and a few hits
were observed, but naturelly the effect cf these must have been
small. She did not get to fire torpedoes since the range up to
the end of the action remained too great for her old torpedoes.

cr 40 minutes the crew held out against the heavy rain of
shells and did all they could to damage the enemy and to take
the boat out of firing renge. Thé Divisiorn Coruander ex-
pressed himself thereon as follows:

"The oconduct of the personnel was faultless, the spirit in

general the highest, to a large degree light-hearted, despite
G'r<
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the fact that no one could count «ny longer on getting away.”

———

15 In addition to the Captuin and shin's surgeon, 11 men had
fallen, one officer and 12 men seriously wounded and 7 men
slightly wounded, amongst which was also the officer-of-the
deck, Lieutenant Baron v. Rotsmann, as well as the helmsman
and the operator of the engineroom telegranh, who standing be-
side the Division Commander were hit by splinters fronm two
shells which struck the water directly rnext to the bout.

Jith this action began the story of the glorious deeds of
Minesweeper Division III but also the greve series of their
saorifices for the fatherland. Like heroes the personnel of
the leader-boat as well as the ovhers in the fight took their
beptism of fire. Of these T-34 to the northwaerd of D-8 and "
T=33, 37 and 35 to the southward, as well as S-73, which was
Just returning from Heligoland with dispatches, ocare alrost
simultaneously with the leader-boat within firing range of
the enemy cruisers (see chart 21). All agreed that at first
they believed the gunfire wus simply target practice and more-
over they received no redio messages which micht heve werncd
them. (1) Thus they were suddenly engaged by the enemy and
were pursued by one oruiser and about 10 to 20 destroyers. w1tﬁ
their low speed of about 15 knots there was almost no possi-
bility of escape nor did there seem to be any prospect of doing
considerable damage to the enemy with the one avcilable 2-inch

gun. However, just as STETTIN hed rescued Torpedoboat Flo-
tilla Vv, so now the light cruiser, FRAUENLOB, relieved these
hard-pressed boats - all escaped, to be sure not until T-33
in addition to D-8 had been so severely damaged that both had
to be towed to Heligoland.

Some of the details of these actions are as follows:

(1) The oldest smell torpedoboetz had no radio installation.
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5-73, Captain !iinenstcuermeann (1) v. Staden, werned by the
shell impacts in the vicinity of the leeder-boat, was enahled
to make & timely turn away but still was fired upon by the
enemy for 7 minutes. On the other hand T-33 very soon wes under
heavy enemy fire. At 8:10 to north-northeast this boat saw the
leader and T-34, chased by the superior foe, heading for Heligo-
land at maximum speed and firing heavily. it 8:40 the enemy
mede &8 turn of abvout four noints to starboerd smnd at the same
time opened fire with the forward guns on T-23 which now bore
directly ahead. The Captain, Lieutenant (Reserve) Kuehlert,
re} orts as follows concerning the further course of the action:
*As I realized that I could not reach Heligoland, I laid my
course for the mouth of the Jeser directly away from the enemy
in order to present as small & target as possible. At the same
time I attempted to make it difficult for him to establish his
fire by steering zig-zag courses, in which to my mind I was
successful since all shots fell to right und left of the boat.
Obviously the enemy wes closing at high speed and engulfed me
in a hail of shot. iJhen he had come to within about 2200 yards
ot 8:45 a.m. I opened fire at the bridge of the cruiser. It
was very difficult to spot the impacts. Th2 gun crew worked
very coolly and surely. The enemy closed rapidly and shot at
me with all his might from all the boats. ify boat replied to
the fire as well und as rapidly as could be exvected of a 2-
inch gua."

At 9 o'cloock the first hit was received, killing one man
and seriously wounding leading machinist Stute.

At this time the light cruiser FRAUENLOB came in sight to
eastward on northerly course, entered into the action at gz:g
and took the enemy under heavy fire. The report of T-33 then
cnontinues: "At 9:12 T saw two of our shells strike the enemy

oruiser im rapid succession; one in the forward smoke-steck

(1) Corresponds approximately to a warrant officer of the mine

foroce.
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and one under the bridge. It cculd not be determined whether
they caused much damage. At 9:15 a.m. two enemy shells struck
my bvoat in rapid succession. One struck the cowl of the fire-
room blower, the other the engineroom. Buth explcded. Here-
in two men wefe seriously wounded and three men lightly wounded.
The engine stovped and the weter rose rupidly in the engine-
room, l!lcw I arifted helplessly and the enemy was dashing up

at high speed.- Unflinchingly the enemy was fired upon as
rapidly as possible. Also FRAULNLOB <nveloped the enemy in a
heavy fire. I observed two shots of FRAUEILOB strike the
oruiser, one abeft the fourtvh funnel where right afterward a
yellowish-red sheet of fire shot out which extinguished a few
minutes later; the second at the stern Just above the water-
line. The eneay had now closed to about 875 yards - it seemed
as if the cruiser was going to run me down. Suddenly at 9:20
upon whistle signal of the oruiser (two long blasts) the boats
executed a turn of about 8 points to southwest and ran away at
high speed, gradually ceasing fire. I fired a few shells after
them and then ceased fire. In 35 minutes we fired 60 shots.
The enemy disupneared to southwestward, from where I later
heard more gunfire."

First T-34, then V-3 and FRAULNLOB rassed wire lines and
towed the boat to Hecligoland. On this boat also the personnel,
which could defend themselves with only one 2-inch gun, at no
time lost their composure and executed all orders with the
greatest presence of mind and celerity. Dofenseless against
the hostile fire, all exerted utmost energy to keep the boet
in action and thereby gave evidence of admirable bdbravery on
that day.

G In addition to T-33, the boat to southward of her, T-I7,
suddenly at about 9:<0 a.m. found herself fired at by shells
coming out of the haze, while the enemy - at first recognizable

only by the flashing of the guns - could not be mede oi‘ until
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he had, closed to 2750 yerds of the boat. The Cuptain, Minen-
stenermann Schweitzer, at once returned the fire and first of
all directed it at the second of the four pursuing oraft. After
about 20 shots had been fired, a heavy steam cloud shot up from
this ship and after a few more shots the pursuit was abandoned.
The action lasted from 9:20 to 9:45; about 40 shells were fired
at the boat without hitting. Also a tornedo fired et T=37
passed close astern.,

Meanwhile the eneny, continuing to south-southwest, ran
into the next boat, T=-35, and op2ned fire &t 5450 yurds. Soon
salvo after salvo was falling very close to the boat, whose
Cuptain, Lieutenant (Rcserve) Ernst Enderlein, contrary to his
first supposition, now realized that he had tc deal, not with
Gurman, but with British ships. 1. ediately therecfter he made
out about 7 to 9 destroyers coming out of the fog-bank - these
took the boat under further heavy fire for 10 minutes. Of
ebout 60 to 80 shells, some struck so close to the boat that
the spray of the impact fell over the deck, yet she was hit
only once and then the night signalling apparuatus was shot away.
Unfortunately the range remained too great to reach the target
with own 2-inch gun. Daspite the surprise contact, the crew
did their duty to the utmost without being able to defend them-
selves. On the retirement, the Cuptiain reported to several
passing German oruisers that hostile torpedoboats hed broken
through, and arrived at 1l:.0 tegether with T-37 at the mouth
of the Jude, from whence the boat later returned to Heligoland.

on the station of T-35 the enemy must have turned to the
westward because the two boats still further to the southward,
T-25 and T=-71, heard the gunfire but saw nothing of the foe and
remained on their patrol stations until 8 p.m. without receiving

any radio information.

T-31, Captein, liinenobersteuermenn :lunneck, on the east

‘flank of the patrol line of the Minesweener Division and two
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miles north-northwest of “ellebrunnen, observed the aotion of

Flotilla Vv and, after a number of shells struck in the vicinity,
]K took rc{uge in the north harbdor. The ad jucent boat on the

right,r=-40,Captain,l ieutenant Commander (Reserve) v.,Mossner,

T TN e

had also received a timely werning from G-193 and ran into
Heligoland,while the boats on the eastern flank,T-29 and T=36,
did not leave their stations until they received direct orders
at 3:30 p.m, and returned to Heligoland.

We return now to the attuck of S.),S.FRAUENLOB, This
oerviser on this morning was in her proper patrol station north
of the Jade. Her Captain, Captain Mommsen, soon realized at

the beginning of the action by the many salvos in rapid suc-

—— ——fEEEE T Tmm TG TSN G—————— iy W W=

cession that this gunfire could not be attributed to turpet
& practice. At 8:58 a.n., he ran at best speed toward the gun-
fire and sounded "General quarters,"” Concerning the further
(; oourse of the ection he reports as follows:
"After & few minutes the tornedoboats, minesweepers, as

well as the trawlers on patrol were seen to be running at full

speed toward the bases, in perticular in the direction of Hell-
goland. Soon thereufter there were seen in the vicinity of
the boats first a few, then numerous imnacts, but the enemy
could not be made out. Finally there showed up & shining hull
3 { of 2 ship with one mast and three stucks on course west by

| north firing heavily. astern of her were about six destroyv-
ers, while in column ahead at a certein distance were about

an equal number. The boats were very similar to ours so that
doubt existed as to their character. Annarently FRAUENLOB was
also sighted by the opponent and fire was opened on us at once.
Impacts fairly close to the ship soon occasioned the shifting

of ship control to the conning tower."

o

While the minesweepers released from their pursuers were
' now getting out of danger, FRAUENLOB et 9:08'opened fire on the

enemy cruiser at 6550 yards,disregarding the destroyers. The
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enemy (see chart 22), ‘/hen it was clear that the enemy de-

stroyers intended to envelop her and some of these already

bore to port of FRAUENLOB, ihe C. ptain turned to west-southwest.

This movement caused the enemy to maintain rapid fire at once,
0ddly enough the enemy destroyers, despite their advantageous
position ahead, did not make effective use of terpedoes - at
any rate not more than one torpedo track was ovserved.
Despitc the extraordinarily rapid closing to short range
and the change of course, the gunnery officer, Lieut, Comdr,
Werner Xurth, obtained with the fourth salve at 9:15 at
49@C yards the first hit abreast of No, 3 stack of the
enemy cruiser - a btright flame followed the iiipact., The hos=
tile cruiser turned away to northwesterly course, while
FRAUENLOB followed her on a similar course up to 3500 yards
with continuous rapid fire., Although the firing was very much
hampered By the impossibility of ebserving impacts and ty a
few changes of course, nevertheless further hits could te
recognized by the development of large, black smoke clouds.
Then, however, the enemy cruiser with her considerably su-
perior speed, which now made itself fully apparent, wes able
to shake of f the stubborn pursuit and soon thereafter she dis-
appeared with the destroyers in the haze, IJue to the short
range of own torpedees (2500 yards) and the rosition for the
most part abaft the beam of the enemy, the torpedoes could not
be brought to bear,

FRAUINLOB also suffered in this sharp action of only a
half=-hour at very close range, The personnel casualties were
5 dead, 13 seriously wounded end 19 lightly "ounded without
counting those superficially injured. These losses were sufe
fered primarily by the gun crews, talkers, range-finder crews
and armunition passers as well as the lookouts in the Crow's
nest, The engineer personnel below the armored deck escaped

without any loss whatsoever. - A3<
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such that frequently the second richochet went over the ship
without doing any damage. Greenish-black, and in part yel-
lowish, smoke oclouds indicated the explcsion of shells, yet

at this time aguin it was observed thut the lurger part of the
enemy shells did not detonate.'})  Avout 10 hits ocould be
counted which caused considerable material damage, yet such
as was unessential to the fighting power of the shinm, The
port, forward corner of the conning tower as well as the after
fire control .tation were hit. Another shell exploded in the
forward crow's nest and destroyed the raldio yards and the an-
tennas, so that the radio eerials fell down and the radio ep-
peratus was out of commission 1-1/2 minutes after the beginning
of the action. After the battle, redio cormunication wes re-
established and report made to the High Command concerning the
events. Furthermore one 5.9-inch shell tore a large hole in
the mine protective deck, while several shells penetrated the
ship's side - one of which just above the water-line. Yet,
except for the radio aerials, nothing affecting fighting ef-
ficiency had been destroyed, and particularly ull the guns
remained serviceable.

In the opinion of the Cuptain, the conduct of the orew
was splendid. H: reports as follows thereon: "The reserves
especially are included in this commendation. The extraordi-
nary composure on deck and in the crowded conning tower is
particularly worthy of mention. It surnéssed by far the com-
posure acquired in the general quarters drills during the short
training period. Tre trensportation of the killed and wounded
was carried on promptly and orderly during the lull in the
battle. Nowhere was moaning or groening to be heard.”

(1) For instance & 4-inch shell after penetrating an air-
shaft fell almost expended into the torpedo broadside room
without detonating.
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R “ATTSY LI an %pparentf,v'cr!ppled ninesweeper with
,‘* the signal "urgently need assistance” wes sighted in the
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general direction in whirh the enemy had disunmeared. S1e
was the riddled T=33. To xeep her from sinking she was at
once taken alongside FRAUENLOB &= well as by V-u which had

meanwhile come up. After the dameged boat had been thus towed

to Heligoland, S.M.S, FRAUTNLOB .t 11::0 deptrted for J/ilhelps-

~haven with the dead and seriously wounded on board.
while these actions of ~TNTTIN, FRAUTINLOB ..nd Tcrpedoboat
Flotilla V ere takirng place, the torpedohoats of the outer
patrol line with the exception of the previously-mer.tioned

boats, G-196 and G-194, hud been left to their own resources.

The flotilla leader of Torpedoboat Flotilla I, V-187, out of sight
of her adjacent boat or the right, G-194, also received the lat-

ter's radio report at 8:G5 u.m: "An being chased by & large cru-

iser,” Thereupon V=187 headed to the northward for a short
time, secking contact with C-194., However, after a quarter of
an hour, instead of the expected own tornedoboat she sighted
about 4 points on the port bow enemy vessels on southeast

course, spced high, which were ut first taken to be destreyers.

Therafore she reported by radio to the Commander of the T~rLedo-

boats on KOELN, "T/o destroyers in sight 116 betza.” In this
scnnection no accuracy cen be claimed for the designation of
location since the boat had been in the patrol line since the
night before and durirng this time had been able tc get no lend
bearings. Later the ships in sisght were recognized to be cru-
isers and then the report was corrected accordingly. At the
same time V-187 turned away and &t 24 knots she drew shead so
far thet the ships just barely remained in sight. Then she
held course east-southeast, maintaining contact, but at 8:35
she lost sight of them (See chart No., 23).

However, at 9:u0 V=187 sighted about abeam two other ships
to northward on southerly oourse, speed high, and at a range of

9,850 to 10,950 yards. They were taken to be armored oruisers.
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e 4ith full power and & change of course of two ncints to ster-

_——__ board, she was able to evade these forces also and to revort

———— .

P

them by redio, Hcwever this renmort was not received by the

- i cmoe.

Hi~h Coimand since radio communication was ceriously disturbed
| by the opronent. Fiithermore un exchenge of signals between {
KOTIN 'nd SIVDLITZ ..t this time considerably hampered the de-

livery of contact reports. C:nsequently all signals were de-

———_ ¥

the Flotilla Ccrmander, Comvnander .sllis, and the Ciptain,

I

i layed materially. It «as also due to this circumstence that
'

! licutenant Sommander lcchler, on V-187, had received no in-

formation whatsoever up to this time concernins the forces

-
e - e

-

sighted by the boats farther to the eastward. Thus both of-

, ficers did not yet reckon with destroyers sumerior in sneed,

{ but only with hostile cruisers with whom contact must of course

be maintained. I’y however, the information concerning the

s e g

(. aprearance of large numbers of destroyers had reached them,
they would very likely, as the battle report expressly em-
phusizes, have relinquished further contact and heve headed
at once for Hsligoland. As it turned out, course was not set

in this direction until the positive, previously mentioned

[ TR > s - G

redio order from the C .. ander of the Thriedoboats was re-

ceived directing them to do so. Ncw it was too late, because, %
} / shortly after the gunfire was heurd to east-northeast at i
' 9:45, four British destroyers were made out one to two noints

on the port bow. The latter evidently intended to cut off the !

boat. Lieutenant C-umander Luighler at once turned to south

so as to reach the Jude if possible. T-e enginerooms received

the order to give her ull she's got. 3till the British de-

stroyers came up, however slowly, so that V-187 graduelly

had to turn off to southwest course. The sudden appearance ; *

. of hostile destroyers so far to ;;he eastward of own patrol
line seemed to indicate that these had already swedpt through

the German Bight from north to south eand were now standing

‘ ©46<
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to the westward on their return. Meanwhile, when on the port

beam of V-187, they began firing irregularly at abcut 6550 yards.

For the most parts the shots were very poorly placed in de-
flection and only & single gun consistently fired overs, which
pessed low over the bridge. V-187 could not return the fire
until the range had closed to 5250 yards. Due to the turning
away of the boat, the enemy now bore four points abaft the beam
and the forward gun could no longer be brought to bear. Still
the Captain did not consider the situation of the boat as being
unfavorable at this time; for one thing it seemed thet the
weather was tending to be foggy and would yet enable him to
reach the Jade or Ems. Furthermore, running at 28 to 29 knots
the boat made heavy smoke which drew right astern and covered
the boat from sight. Thus it was presumed that she could
maintain herself in this situation against her pursuers for
some time.

Suddenly at 9:45 there appeared to starboard in northwest
direction two light cruisers with four stacks, running at high
speed and apparemtly escorted by torpedoboats. at'first V-187
took them to be own cruisers, as one of them made searchlight
3ignals which the signalmen of the boat read as German recog-
nition signals, but probably they were given to their own de-
stroyers. Soor a spirited salvo firing at 3850 to 4350 yards
range left no doubt that a new opponent hed to be dealt with.
The forward gur. returned the fire at once and apvnarently not
without success, but V-187 alsdﬂfeceived her first hit. Only
@ reckless engagement of the boat could now save her. All
hands with the exception of the fireroom personnel provided
themselves with life~jackets and small arms. Concerning the
further ocourse of the action, the Flotille Commander, Com-
mander Wallis, reported as follows:

"It was now clear that V-187 was cut off from own base.

to i
I determined to attempt to break through,Heligoland by attack-
ing the British destroyers to northward. I gave the Captain
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r__ﬁr R the order: ®Turn for & passing engegenent.' The center tube
| t was trained on starboard beam - the torpedo set for u depth of

3 feet - and ther the ship was turned to port for & vessing

l
}
i engagement to starboard., At the same time all guns kept up a
i lively fire. The torpedo in the center tube was fired at the

second destroyer, but missed its mark.”
At first the destroyers, apparently surprised, stooned

firing and then ir. the passing engagement did little denage

despite 8 range of only 2200 yards. Thus the Flotilla Com-
mander and Ceptain at this time began to helieve that the at-
tempt to break through to the eastward might actuaclly suo-

ceed. However, Jjust as the boat was abeam of the last de-

stroyer and was about to turn to the eastward, another de-

stroyer division eppeered on the port bow. The latter headed
(; for V-187 at high speed, while the destroyers just passed

turned by ships to follow V-187 and now an extraordinary ef-

fective rapid-fire was directed at her from all sides. One

shell struck under the forward 3,.5-inch gun and put the am-
munition . passers out of action; after that it fired
only a.few more shots. another shell penetrated No. 4 fire-
room, another one and splinters struck the bridge. Then the

/ hits increased with incalculable effects, so that the boat
was comnletely enveloped in smoke and fumes. All boilers
were hit; finally the rorwagd turbine received two hits. Steam
mixed with black smoke poured out of the hatch and skylight,
which seriously haripered the after gun. The report continues:
"The Captain, Lieutenunt Commander l wohler, standing next to me
was seriously wounded and the helmsmen wes killed. Lieutenant

Jasper assumed command. I gave him orders to have explosive

| ' oharges ready and I myself took the rudder, as it was not
| _
| manned and since it wes very difficult to make orders under-
‘ I stood, for the purpose of remming the last destroyer in the
\ enemy line. The rudder could not be put hard over and there
. 48<
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was rnot sufficient way on the boat. The stern was on fire.

I received a report that the ammunition was expended and there-

upon gave the order to place the explosive charges in the com-

partments designated in the genereal quarters bill. I received

word that the charges were placed. Lieutenant Jusper had the
word passed in all compartments. I threw the secret books on
the bridge overbuard and gave the order to abandon ship."
While this was taking place, the after gun under the di-
rection of Lirutenant Friedrich Breune, who had this battle

station, kept up @ slow fire on the destroyers. The latter

were only firing intermittently and soon put the after gun out

of aotion. Then the rest of the crew jumped into the water
and the destroyers ceased firing. I.mediately thereafter,
following the detonation of the explosive charges, V-187 went
down with flying colors and flotilla burgee, while the de-
stroyers, amongst others the destroyer,DEFENDER, put out
boats to rescue survivors. In this way the seriously wounded
Cuptain, Lieutenant Comcander Leohler, and the Flutilla Cem-
mender, Commander wullis, ulso wounded, were taken prisoners.
Although fired on by at least one cruiser and eight de-

stroyers which maede many hits, the boat did not sink until
after the detonation of own explosive charges. lMoreover

this action took place only about 3 miles from the erea in
which FRAUENLOB h.ad goncluded her action 15 minutes before.

The conduct of the orew ir this unequal fight wag ex-

emplary; all strove to measure up to the officers in courage,
composure, and nerve. The gun and machine gun crews stayed
or. their stations until the ammunition was expended or their
arms were put out of action. The engineers did their duty

to the last despite the horror of ceaseless, penctrative hits,
inoreased by the dangers of water and steam. The radiomen
also eccomplished their assigned tasks, although the trans-

mission of radio messages was rendered partiocularly difficult
45<
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Wemy ur own coverloade
radio traffic. Even ufter the sinking of the boat, true com-
radeship between officers and men wus finully sealed in mutual
support in the saving of lives.

The other boats of Torpedoboat Flotilla 1 were more for-
tunate. As already described, the boats of Half-flotilla 2
to the eastwurd of V-187 or their retirement very soon fell
in with Torpedoboat Flotille V; while the boats of Hulf-flotilla
I to the southward of V-187 were uble to fisht their own way
through (Chart 19). Thereby the followins events were en-
acted: The next adjacent boat on the left of the flotilla
leader on the patrol line was V-188. 4t 8:20 a.m, the latter
sighted a8 submurine on the surfuce bearing west-southwest
avout 8750 yards distant. The Captain, Lieutenant Commender
Cellisen, headed at once toward the bout at full power and,
when recognition signal wes not answered, he opened fire at
6550 yards. However, even before the second shot wus fired,
the hostile boat was almost completely submerged and only
twice was the periscope sighted for a short time. As the radio
transmitte® on V-188 was out of commission, & report thereon
could unfortunately r.ot be mede. However, the folliowing in-
formation was now received from G-l.i4: '"Four enemy destroy-
ers 142 epsilor, heading south." The Captuir at once eppre-
ciated the danger of being out off from Heligoland and set
out for that plece at full power. about 8:50 the outlines of
two four-steck cruisers in column were made out on port beam
at 5450 to 6550 yards range. In view of the radio reports,
these could only be considered as hostile. V=188 at once
turned off two points to starboard but she had already beens
seen as the leading oruiser challenged her by searchlight which
was answeved with convenient letters. Immediately thereafter
the Captain sighted two more cruisers apparently of the same
type further forward, about two points forward of port beam.
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He turned off two more points to stdarboard to avoid them. In
doing so he now sighted the adjacent boat on the right, V-190,
Captain, Lieutenant Commander .Juitz, which e little later
formed column on V-188. After another exchange of false recog-
rition signals, the enemy was no longer deceived, and at 9:07
opened fire with well placed salvos at 8550 to 8750 yards. At
9:12 an additional two British crulsers were sighted on port
beam and V-190 now reported by radio: "Six enemy cruisers in
132 epsilon.” The last two ships sighted participated 1in
the firing for only a short time and then turned off to the
westward opparently looking for other boats, while the other
cruisers chased in the direction of the Jude. At this time
the forward main feed-pump on V-190 broke down, so that the
boat ocould make only 18 knots for the time being. At first
during tke pursuit only two cruisers continued to fire without,
however, making hits, while the other two apparently were
firing at targets on their port side. Not until 9:05 did these
also take a hand in the action at about 4350 yards range and
right afterwards for no apparent reason they turned off to the
westward, Snortly before three destroyers were sighted three
points on the port bow. AtC the same time there apveared to
the southward the remaining boats of the Half-flotilla, G-197,
V-191 and V-189, Cupteins, Lieutenant Commanders Richard
Beitzen, Froelich and Metger. Upon orders of Commander of
the Turpedoboats, these had taken course for Huligoland at
about 9:10 and had already joined up when at 9:25 they sighted
the other two boets ir action with hostile cruisers, of these,
however, only two could t¥mede out from the leader. PBRclieving
that he wes cut off from Hecligoland, the Helf-flotilla Coni-
mander or V-191, Co.mender Tegtmeyer, at once took course
southeast by east for the Jude and at 9:290 opened fire on the
leading cruiser at a range of about 4350 to 6550 yards, so as

to relieve above all the hard-pressed boat, V-190. Hits could
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time the radio report was made: "Tuo eneny cruisers 133 epsi-
lon ohasing Half-flotilla 1.’

The forward hostilc cruiser answered et once with a spirited
salvo-firing of 3.9 and 5.9-inch suns; but the shots of the
smaller caliber did not detonate. Neither did the opponent
keep salvos in the air, as we usually do, but waited each time
for the imnact, so that by frequent turns of 1 to 2 points fol-
lowing the flash of the shots we were enabled to evade the im-
pacts. Durine this time the visibility chansed so that even
during the action the cruisers could not always be seen equally
well, st 9:33 they turned hard to westward and then could he
mede out as TOJN class cruisers with four stacks and two masts.
Scarcely hed this movement of the enemy been reported by radio
when twc more hostile cruisers werae sighted, which took V-188
and V-190 under a spirited fire. To relieve the latter bout,
V-191 again opened fire on the leadines cruiser, which then
stood toward her new opponent and took the leader hoet under
4 spirited and, for the most p~rt, covering salvo-fire. 1In
this instant & submerged submarine was suddenly sighted ahead
and a second one only 450 yards to starboard; both disuppeared
again beneath the surface after two shots had been fired at
the forrer at 100 yards range.

Shortly thereafter, at 9:20, the cruisers broke off the
engagement for no apparent reason and turned to the westward.
This, as well as the sighting of the submerines, was reported
to the High Command by radio.

Mvanwhile V=188 with V-190, so as not to be cut off from
the Jade, had turned toward the destroyers. A short passing
engagement took place with them at 7650 to 5450 yards runge hut
apparently neitper side scored hits, Once ugein it was observed
that the majority of British 4.0 inch shells did not detonate.
After 195 minutes the destroyers, apparently ships of ACHERON

r:‘(‘.
YIRS

e
s e e — =

L —m——— AT~ -

-

e e g e i
-



&2

— T Yy —— -

class, turned away, but the Germun bouts did not follow then
because the enemy cruisers were still in the imrediate vieinity
arnd did not permit the other bouts of the lHalf-flotillu to close
in supnort. After the hostile forces had disanpeared from sight,
all the boats joined up at 10 o'clock und set course for Heli-
goland to await further orders upon arrival there under the
protection of the fortificutions.

Duripg this engagement in the west, Torredoboet Half-
flotilla ¢ had restored the petrol line tc the northward end
eastward of Hsligoland. At 12 o'clock noon, however, they clso
joined up with V-191, so that now all boats of Turnedoboat Flo-
tilla I were concentrated with the excention of the flotilla
leeder-boat, V-137, and of G-193, Ceptain, Licutcnent Commander
Peaul. The 1lotter m@intained her rosition on the eastern flank
until 3:30 p.nm. and did not retire to lelipoland until after
she receivec orders to do so.

¥eanwhile the Britisn destroyers had put out boats at the
place wrere V-187 had sunk and had begur. the work of rescue
when suddenly a German licht cruiser lcomed out of the hrze
and made them scatter with ¢ heavy fire. She was S.!, S, STRTTIY
tnd hed not recognized the purpose for which the destroyers
were gatinerec there, She arrived on ths scene of action only
8 minutes after the sinking of V-187 - too late urfortuunstely
to rescue her.

At 9:00 a.n. this cruiser hed received informetion fronm
the radio: "Enemy eruiser is chtsing Torpedobout Half-flotill:w
I in 133 epsilon,” that the western flank of the patrol line

was also endangered by hostile uttack and thereupon steamed
for this square et meximum spesd, which for this old cruiser
was only 22 knots. according to the battle report of her
Captain, the following transpired:

"At 10 o'clock STETTIN sighted light smoke clouds ahout

1 point on the starboerd bow and at 10:02 turned toward them.
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gether in & group on different courses. Thereupon signul was
mede to Cc,u.ander of the Scouting Feorces, 'A in tetion with
flotille in 133 epsilon"; STETTIN ‘urned off to port et 7850
yards and at 10:08 opened fire. The first selvos straddled,
s0 that rapid fire could be maintained. In subsequent salvos
a considerable numher of hits were observed.

"Alfter about the fourth sélvo the destroyers separated in
different directions. T o ships went to the northward, four

to the southwestward ct maximum spe~d. The latter were pursued

by STETTIN but the range did not decrease. T:c ships, apparently

heavily damaged, rem2ined on the scene. Tiese &nd the ships that

went to the northward were lost to sight rieht efterwards (sece
chart 20).

"At 10:1u it became so difficult to make ocut the sroup
which STETTIN s followine that I ceesed firing and turned
off to northeast so as rnot toc permit the destroyers tc sur-
rourd ne, since the visibility was decreasing, @ torpedo wake
was reported (probvably in error) :-né¢ the prosnmects of u hostile
torpedo attack were favorable,

"The reports concerning the discontinuuance and the events
of this action could not be delivered until 12:32 p.m., as the
radio installation had besn nut out of cormission by hits. It
reuad: "lou. ensilon setion broken off, chased bFritish destroy-
ers, apparently several damaged."

"Then until 12:18 the courses as shown on the chart were
steered to the southwestward of Heligolend for the purpose of
giving directions to the subnerine line which had meanwhile

been laid out.

"The range during the whole sction was espproximately the
sane (7650 yards).

"It 1s not definitely established whether the enemy suf-
fered any ship losses. However, the lying-to of the ships at

the place where the action commenced indicates a likelihcogd
L ¥
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that such was the case. Furthermore, upon pussing this place
at 1:10, there were fournd spread over & large urea very many
chings belonging to the British ships (rive cutters and just
as many dinghys, some in e half-swamped condition, cork life-
belts, life-buoys and numerous other objects)."

This oconclusion of the Cuptain of STETTIN is uttributedble
to lack of informacion of the sinking of V-187 st this place.
It is evident therefrom that at the time of his attack on the
British destroyers he suspected nothing of the work of rescue
these were undertaking. The report closes as follows:

"In the second action STETTIN received & hit in the
radio rigging which placed the radio installation out of com-
mission until 12 o'clock, & hit on the after stack (reavy
splinter effect) and another hit at gun 3 starboard which
struck the reedy ammunition hut caused only smell fire effect.
Furthermore, & short shot evidently hit the ship below water
abreast of the sturbvoard engine-room without doing eny damage.

"The following personnel losses are to be listed: 2 dead,
1 seriously wounded and 8 lightly wounded.”

Upon the first radio reports of the anpearance of hostile
forces, S.M.S. HELA had also steamed from her eastern guard-
position to the westward at full power for the purpose of
taking part in the fisht. However, she reversed course ot 11:05
ir 139 epsilon, 15 miles southwestward of Heligolend, when she
there learned from STETTIN that the enemy had withdrewn to the

westward, Her Captain, Captain Paul .Jolfram, then endeavored
to take up again as quickly as possible his position tehind
the northern flank of the patrol line, which had been left with-
out support during this time.

Besides STETTIN and HtLi the Commander of Torpedoboat Fle-
tilla V irmmediately upon hds return to Heligoland &lso took
measures to bring in Torpedoboat Flotilla I and detailed Tor-

pedoboat Half-flotilla 10, Commander Heinecke commending, to
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carry them out. Thereupon S-1% rendered assistance to the

demaged leader-boeat of !iinesweeper Division III, while V=3

and the other boats of Torpedoboat Half-flotilla 10 at once
advanced in a scouting line to southwestward to bring in dam-
aged boats. The scouting line very soon met up with FRAUENLOB
which had the heavily damaged T-33 alongside. V-3, G-10 and

G-7 remained behind to partielipate in the work of sslvage,while

only two boats, G-ll1 and G-9, continued the search to the south-

westward as far as the southecrn boundary of the patrol line.
There the two latter boats turned around and searched to the
northward es far as the area of the middle patrol line until
about noon they sighted three British cutters adrift and took
aboard from these 1 officer and 44 men of the orew of V-187,
Ir. this wey the place where the boat went down was established.
Only after a protrected search in which three other driftine,
but empty, cutters were found did the boats return to Heligo-
land with the sur<ivors. Thus the events which directly fol-
lowed the British raid for the time beine were brought to a
close.

If one is to complete the picture from British reports,
it should be stated in advance that this can be based primarily
only on the very one-sided and fregmentery version of the Ad-
miraelty in the TIMTS of 23 October, 1914, which contairs ex-
tracts from the battle reports of the British ocormandes who
participated.

According to this, it was Division 4 of the British Tor-
pedoboat Flotilla III, which first of all chesed G-194 about
8 e.n., Following them came the light cruisers, ARETHUSA tnd
FEARLESS, 'ith Destroyer Flotilla I and the rest of Flotille
III. Thus at least two cruisers and 31 destroyers participated
in the 1incursion. Naturally Torpedoboat Flotilla V had to give
way before them andé even with the later arrival of STETTIN they

were not & match. Ywvt the Commander of these foroes on ARETHUSA,

— s £ ————— -

e

——

- — -

e

-

e o et



T — e e~ — — ———

]

commodore Tyrwhitt, in complete misstatement of the facts,
claimed 8 German superiority during the action - en attempt
which 1s so0 frequently repeated in British reports that the
deliberateness is scarcely open to question. For instance,
he meintains that from 8:57 to 9:15 ARETHUSA received the
heavy fire from two Germen oruisers (one a four and the other
8 two stack oruiser) and several destroyers; while from our
reports it 1s definitely established that STETTIN did not even
fire on ARETHUSA. lloreover, she did not sight the latter until
9:05 arnd then only for a short time behind the destroyers,but
did not get a shot at her. Actually even before STETTIMN came
into action, ARETHUSA +ith the leading destroyers had turned
to the pursuit of D-8 at 8:40 &nd did not come into action
with a German cruiser until FRAUENLOB rarticipated aut 9:08
and the fire wes continued until 9:25 et short range. Almost
1000 tons larger, 9 knots faster, and in addition supported
by her destroyers, ARUTHUSAL should have had an easy time with
the ship eleven years older then herself. Instead of this,
she was hit not less than 35 times (l)in ten minutes and so
heevily damaged that, according to the report of Commodore
Tyrvhitt himself, all guns and torpedo tubes, with the excep-
tion of one single 6-inch gun, were put out of action for the
time being. The Flag Lie€utenunt fell at the side of the
British Cormander, and, at No. 2 gun as the result of a hit
which ignited the ammunition, & furious blaze broke out for a
short time, setting the deck on fire. Apparently the British
Admiralty thought the action would not be so serious, other-
wise they probably would not have utilized the ARETHUSL ct
this time since she had been in service only a few days. As
the British report expressly emphasizec; the officers and men

were atill mmccustomed to each other and the whole intricate

(1) MORNING POST of 11-1-19. The Harwich Naval Forces by
E. F. Knight.
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organization of the ship was not working smoothly as yet. To

1

-

be sure, FRAUENLOB had been in commission only since the out-
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break of war amd had reserve personnel on bhoard.

The contention that FRAUENLOB «t once turned away in the
d¢irection of Heligoland after a 6-inch shell struck the bridge,

- -

-
-
—— o -

aside from the correct observation of the hit, 1s also not in

———

accord with the facts., Despite the numerical superiority of

-

the opponent, there was all the less occasion for doing so at
this time as all the fighting qualities of the German cruiser,
in contrast to ARETHUSA, were still intact. ARETHUS. reports

——— .
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that "about" this time Helicoland could just barely be made out
to starboard., If this is not an error, then it could have beex i
possible only if the heavily damaged ARETHUSA hed headed to the

eastward for a short time after breaking off the engagemont und ‘
after losing sight of FRAUENLOB, perhaps to pick up isolated

destroyers. However, she did not in any case attempt to re-

new the fight, nor was she hardly in 8 position to do ®o after

her guns were put out of action., » Moreover, according to the

British report all ships no# received the order to steer to
the westward. At the same time speed had to be reduced be- i
cause ARETHUSA by reason of her damuge could only make 12 knots.
At this time the reports came in from FEARLESS that ships of /
Divisions 3 und 5 of Flotilla I had meanwhile accomplished the a3
sinking of the Germun flotilla leader. On the other hand, it

is unocertain even today whether cruisers - and if so, which

ones- participated in the destruction of V-1€7 as well as the

pursuit of the remaining boats of Torpedohoat Flotilla I. Ac-

cording to a statement in the report of Vice Admiral Beatty,

it might have been two light cruisers of Light Cruiser Squed- '
ron I, thet is of TOWN olass, which had been detached eurlier
in the day by their Commander, Commodore (T)(l) Goodenough 1in

(1) Coumpdore S = Submarine, T = Torpedo, corresponding to id’}
our Cormander of Submarines and Commander of Tertedoboats.
T oER<
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order to 33333??-:=;§r617destroyefgt These 4id not rejoin their
squadron until 3:30 p.m. To be sure, it still remains inocom- ' |1
prehensible that the boats of Helf-flotille I in their actions ¢
made out at times as many as six cruisers. This may possibly %i
be due to confusing them with destroyers or there is a dis- '

(1) :
crepancy in the British report. Commodore Tyrwhitt claims i

|
/
]
i
[
|
that upon information that Commdore S e , the Coumander of \x
the Submarines, with the destroyers, LURCHLR &nd FIREDRAKL,wes !
{
being chased by five light oruisers, he &gain advanced to sup- |
¢
port with his forces to the eastward until 11:37 when no further i
information had been received and the forces asgin found them- ( i
selves in the vicinity of Heligoland.

At leust the time of these particulars must be questioned i
because according to our reports the last action of the German t
ships 1n this phase of the battle was brought to & close at
10:1S, while the subsequent action did not start until 11:585.

acoording to this, it can only be assumed that in the hazy

——-—

weather actions ensued between the British forces themselves

and occasioned the call for help from Commodore (S). It is

certain, however, that ARETHUSA was not in the vicinity of ' ‘
Heligoland at 11:37 because she was brought to cction by STRASS- F
BURG ¢t 11:55 not less than 30 miles to westward of Heligoland.
Even with the maximum speed it would have been impossible for
her to have covered this distance in the meantime - not to say
anything of & considerable reduction of same.

These particulars of the Biitish report contein discrepan-
cies, the explanationd which is still laecking.

We will turn now to the report (published at seme time) of 4
Coruodore (S) Keyes, the Coumander of the British Submerine

(1) The latter is the cese. Accordirg to the first volume
of the official British naval history which has meanwhile been
published, the whole Light Cruiser Squadron participated in the
rirst atteck on the Germenpatrol line.

(u) Coiwsodore S = Submerine, T = Torpedo, corresponding to ' .
our Commander of Submarines and Commander of Torypedoboats.
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“FISTIITE VITY T MU=y EMUUTREY on vNg deéstroyer LURCHLCR [or
this operation. He corroborutes that the observations made
by G-194, V-188 and V-191 regarding the presence of hostile
submerines conforumed with the facts, According to the report,
the submarines, D-2, D8, Ee=4, E-5, E~6, E-7, E-0 and E-9 of
Subnarine Flotilla VIII were aveilable for the undertaking.
A1l except three boats were released on the night of 27 Auvgust
to teke up positions, after breeking through the German petrol
line, directly off the river mouths so as to hinder the Germen
battle fleet from taking & hand in the operations of the de-
stroyer flotillas, They had the task of attacking at once

every battleship or every large cruiser which might venture out,

In cerrying out seme, they were to stay out of sight as far as

possible. On the other hand, E-6, E=7 and E-8, which did not

advance toward Hcligoland until deybreak, 28 august, had a dif-

ferent assignment. In cooperaticn with the destroyers, they
were to offer themselves as beit to the enemy and thereby to
draw the German torpedoboats toward themselves and their own
forces.(l) These very daring tactics were rendered feasible
only because of the quick diving qualities of the British sub-
marines. It eminently conformed to the previously observed
actions of the German torpedoboets, which had actually at all
times dashed at full power toward every submarine that was
sighted. Hovsver, due to the low visibility and the smooth
sea, the most unfavorable conditions whinh a submerine oould
heve, little was seen of them and nowhere did they get in e
successful atteck. To be sure, E=4 attempted an atteck on

STETTIN “hen the latter opened fire on the British destroyers

at the place where V-187 went down. Through & chance change of

course of the oruiser, which had not observed the prescnce of
the boat, the submarine was thwarted. She hed to content her-
self with picking up the British left behind in the boats and

(1) Pertioulars in part from NAVY AND ARMY ILLUSTRATED of
7 Novewber, 1914. s
Co<
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In corclusion it may be seid that the skilfully conducted
raid on the Ger..an patrol line, ocarried out with large meens,
could up to this time scercely have come up to the exvectations
of the British in this undertaking. The attackers had bagged
only one torpedoboat of the outer patrol line, while all the
other German hoats despite strong pursuit were able to reach
their bases., Th- demage and the losses of the Garmen side
were small- only D-i» and T-us hed suffered considerably. On
the other hand, the attacker was forced to quit the field due
to the fire effect of the materially, es well as numerically,
far inferior Gurmen ocruisers, STETTIN rnd FRAUTNLOB.

Thurefore the situation at this time,even without informe-
tion of the particulars of the buttle events, were rightly es~
timeted by the Co...ander-in-Chief and the Co...ander of the Scout-
ing Forces as entirely favorable. Thus far principally destroy-
ers and only a few light cruisers had been reported,sc that an
energetic pursuit of same by available light forces seemed to
promise success; all the more so because there was reason to
hope that the light eruiser, 14-INZ, ¢rom the E.s could also
engage the destroyers from the westward. To bLe sure, such &
measure could be justified only if the engegement of hostile
heavy forces need not be reckoned with at all and aelso if as-
sured of at least numerical equality with the rest of the at-
tackers. A further stipulation therefor were visibility con-
ditions, which would permit & timely evasion of superior enemy
forces. Actuclly the Flcot Coiu.8nd was in total ignorance that,
in contrast te the weather in the river mouths,there was very
low visibility at sea, ir spots even fog. It is worthy of note
that not a single report was requested concerning the visibility
at sea, although actions were taking plece in the immediate

vicinity Of Helirrlenc and it was thouzht strange that the guns
Gi<
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of Heligolapd 4did not tuke a lLand, Of course such & request

p

r——-" - would have inocreased the alreacy over-loeded rudio traffic, Not l
until 11:35 did ¢ dispatch from Huligoland reach the Fleet Com- ‘
|
[

' mend, which designated the weather as "hazy, visibility 4 miles.”
‘ Tiis was reel serious for the light oruisers who were advancing
\

Y
’
fortunately the facts did not conform to the assumptions,which &

Y

}

i

|

against an opponent not yet known in his full strength. Un- : \
!

caused the Co.mander of the Scouting Furces to order S.l.S. \

MLINZ ¢t 9:20 to attack the destroyer flotillas off Heligoland . l

' in the rear. Then the air station at Huligoland was directed 3
{

by the Fl.et Commander to scout with planes to determine and re-

port the composition of the enemy oruisers, if ships, and which i

e e
—-

i ones, were behind these oruisers. The eirship, L-3, Lieutenunt
\ Co:mander Fritz commanding, which accidentally was on & oruise, x

meanwhile had had to return preméturely on account of the hezy ’
( weather and bombardment by the enemy, without havimg been able

to get useful information concerning the type of the sighted

'
I
ships. In uer report, however, the airship had given solely ‘
technical flight reasons for breaking off her scouting mission. {

The orders of the Fleet Command and those of the Cu.mander ;

of the Scouting Foroes usher in the second phase of the bdattle, i

the German counter-attack.

~
-

i ' At 8: 35 KOLLN ¢ nd STRASSBURG had received the order to .
stand out at once in support. In execution of this order,
KOELN :ith the Cuw.mander of thc Torpedoboats, Ruar Adiiral Mtass,
on board passed the Quter Jade lightship at 10:30 in the ad-
vence against the foe retiring to the westward, while MAINZ
left the Ems & half hour later with the same object. )
All oruisers had at their disposal the redio informetion . i
which had meanwhile come in. From this it was apparent that 1 ! *
' hostile light forces in consideruble number had penetrated the ; 1
inner German Bi,ht, that STETTIN ¢nd FRAUENLOB hed at different

e e et W

j times been in action with enemy oruisers and destroyers and that

| Ge<

" o |



- —— =

-4-..)—

wwr
ginning of war the enemv had shown himself with surface forces

within our reach. Thus, due to the martial enthusiasm which
inspired the whole fleet, the same irresistible pressure which
led our army deep into enemy territory prevailed on the cru-
isers to drive onto the heels of the retirine foe. This
thought, supported by the desire to bdring aid as swiftly es
yossible to the torpedoboats of the patrol line concerning
whose fate no complete information was on hand, put aside ell
other considerations. Cunsequently, in order to lose no time,
the ciuisers which first left the Jude and Llbe took up the
pursult singly without wulting for those leaving later to join
up. Apparently for this reason the Commender of the Torpedo-
boats on KOELN renounced & simultaneous advance of the cruisers
in formation. Hzedless even of the changing and unfavorable
visibility which was advantageous for surprise, @all cruisers
steamed singly at meximum speed for the probable point of in-
tercept with the retiring foe.

STRASSBURG from a position in the outer Jcde at 10:04 a.m.
first of all passed on course westnorthwest around square 139
epsilon, in which hostile submarines had beer reported. The
ship passed without demage through an area whi:xh immediately
thereafter Turpedobott Flotilla V erronecusly reported as pos-
sibly mined. At 11:55 two cruisers, epnarently TOWN cléss,
with 10 to 12 destroyers appeared out of the fog 60 degrees
on the starboard bow, Four of these at once advanced to the
atteck and, favored by the low range of visibility of about
9000 meters (850 yards), fired torpedoes right after coming
in sight, so that STRASSBURG had to turn off to port to avoid
being hit. At the same time fire was opened on the leading
ocruiser and both oruisers replied. Jith the third straddling
salvo three heavy brown smoke columns shot up from the stern

of the leading enemy oruiser, reaching almost the height of
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and followed her destroyers (Chart 27). This short fire action
took place at ranges between 9200 and 7450 yards; it hed to be
discontinued when spotting was no longer possible. However,
the Cuptein of STRASSBURG, Carntain Retzrunn, had no idea of
losing contact with the enemy and turned with left rudder to
follow the destroyers. Ten minutes later these were again
sighted ahead to port at 8750 yards range. The same performance
was repeated & second time: STRASSBURG turnis off to: starboard to
evade the torpedoboat uttack which is at once launched, at the
same time takes the destroyers under fire between 5900 and 8550
yards range, while the light cruisers, this time stetioned be-
yond the destroyers, can barely be made out. An enemy torpedo
is sighted to port paralleling the course of the ship, & second
one passes astern; then the destroyers under heavy gunfire
rapidly disappesared from sight abaft the beam. During this at-
tack different destroyer classes were clearly recognized;from
which it followed that apparently more then one flotilla must
have participated in the raid. The Cept&in nos determined to
drive the sighted forces toward !AINZ, nresumed to be farther
to the westward., In this purpose, which perhaps might have
resulted in very successful coordination with MAINZ or even

the saving of this ship, STRASSBURG /as unfortunately hindered
because at 12:27 p.r:. new forces suddenly apneared to sturboard.
Further actions tended to draw the ship mors und more to the
northward. Almost &t the sare tine 3S,!'.°.M/.INZ, coming from
westward, fell in with ARTTHUS/, as she was the one with whom
STFASSBURG hud fought only & short time previously.

In view of the prior radio messages fron Tormedobout Flc-
tille I conoerning the contaect of the petrol line with eneny
light forces, MAINZ was ready for sea with steam on all bhollers
when at about 10 @.m. she received the order to stand out from

the Ems, Thus S.,M.S. MaINZ cvould weigh anchor at once and

€a<




Soon therearter Was unaerway at maxirnum speed.

0f the High Seus Forces there was ulso Tornedoboat Flo-
tilla III in the Ems. Only six of the boats were in Borkum
roads at this time, while the other four, eémongst which was
the flotille leader, had left at 5:45 a.m. to coal at Enden.
At 8:4C, in view of the radio reports received, the Commander
of Torpedoboat Helf-flotilla 6, Liwsutenant Corsitnder Theodor
Riwdel, had ordered the boats anchored in Borkunm roads to
warm up the turbinec and the oil-firing boilers. /hen MLINZ
received the radilo order to stand out, the Ccumandsr of the
Haulf-flotille inquired of the Captain of the cruiser 1f he
might follow with the boats but received the order fo remein
behind as the flotilla was designated to guard the Eus. Tuo
boats, G-169 and G-172, left at once to wotch the outer en-
trances. Further haprerings to MAINZ cre descrih{é by the
Exgcutive Oflicer of the ship, Lisutenant Conmandef-Tnolens,
as follows:

"The course was first of all northerly so as to cut off
as far as possible the retirement of the hostile ships. The
airplane placed at the disposal of the ship in Borkum wus
sent ahead in the same direction. Unon departure from the
Fms the sea wae celm, little wind, the air cleer and the vi-
sibility good. The scouting conditions' for the airplane
seemed to be as favorable as possible. Also nossibilities
of own retirement after an extended advance seemed to be
voucnsafed. Howaver, after & short, but fruitless,flizht
the airplene had to return.

"MAINZ ruceived the first definite reports concerning
the position of the hostile forces from STETTIMN 'nd FRAUENLOB
tnd leter from STRASSBURG. The reports of S.M,S.STFASSBURG
conoerning the contact with sneny destroyers and later aclso
light oruisers made particip&tion in the btattle apnear pos-
sible by continuing on northerly course at maximwn speed.

At the same time a redio message was also received from' - €5<
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S.M.S. KOELN, thich was endeavorins to reach the same scene of

action from south-eastward. From a redio message from 3.lM.S.
STRASSBURG shortly before 12 roon, the sighting of the enemy
could pretty nearly bve expected about 12:30. This Iinformetlon
was given to &ll hands,

"Meanwhile S.M.S., MAINZ rtn into hazy weather. This
rendered possible own surprise by superior enemy forces. Hcu-
ever, the realization of this fear could now have no influence
on present intentions.”

Tiha foregoing extract of the report unquestiorahbly shows
that on board MAINZ the possibility of a surprise by supericr
enemy forces was welghed., It was known also that several

enemy cruisers were to be reckoned with. The bold, continued

advance took place orn the full owr »e.- nsibility of the Ceptain.

However, he was ertirely justified ¢  .1e line of retirment ley
open to him. That later a very unfortunate rudder break-down
was to bring ebout the destruction of the ship could not end
should not have been weighed in the balauce, because other-
wise every offensive action &t sea would be impossible from

the very beginning. Heie, for the first time in this war,

is plainly shown how the seamen in battle is dependent upon
apperently insignificant failure of meterial, and after the
event one should attach no blame for a too intrepid an attack.

The report continues as follows:

"At 12:00 a.m., ARETHUSA rnd eight destroyers were sighted
to northeast on westerly course gt shout 70 hm (7650 yards);
so much hed the visibility meanwhile been reduced. So as to
take the enemy under fire with the starboard battery, V'AINZ
turned to port to course north-northwest. Shortly after the

first salvos, which the enenmy ships returnec with guns firing

(1) Only 6 miles to westward of their nosition at the second
action with STRAS3BURG and hardly & quarter of an hour after
this engagement.
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independently, the opponent turned by csroups to northerly course,

The firing conditions were extremely unfavorable since the enemy
ships could just buarely be made out in the hazy atmosphere,
Nevertheless, several well-laid salvos end certain hits on two
destroyers were observed. One of these struck the bridge,
putting her, es was later established, out of zction with ell
the personnel ircluding the Ciptain. S.i%.S, MAINZ rredually
turned to course north so as not to lcse sight of the eneny.

"At 12:.5 p.r:. hevy smoke clouds were cuddenly reported
to northwest, 2nd & few minutes luater thres cruisersof the TOWN
class emerged from them. Mi.INZ ut once turned hard to star-
board. Evin while turning the salvos of the ornonent struck
in the vicinity and a little lutcr MAINZ received the first
hits on the poop erd the deck amidships., 1l:anwhi:: the fire
of ARETHUSA &nd the destroyers, which werc by this time almost
out of sight, was without any effect. Our own fire was now di-
rected exclusively at the new opponent. at the same time the
latter was reported by radio. HoO .wver, by 12:.0 z.m. the eneny
oruisers could only be recognized by the flashing of their guns.
Shortly thereafter this also ceased and with it the immacts of
eneny projectiles. IMAINZ rov % 25 Kknots, course about south-
southwest, toward the Fast Ems and made heavy smoke.

"Meanwhile @nother cruiser of the TOJ class (actually it
was PEARLESS) was sighted approximetely on the port beam and
somewhat further forward 6 destroyers in formation and sevcral
detached destroyers. Durirng the tction which now ensued with
these, in which several torpedoes were also fired et M.INZ,the
steering gear suddenly jammed at 1 p.m, with 10 degrees right
rudder. All efforts to reestablish the maneuverability of the
ship were unsuccessful, despite tne fuct that the whole steering
gear was found to be in order. Therefore it was assumed that
er. underwater hit had bent the whole rudder to sterboard. The

port engine was stonped; but LinINZ continued to turn slowly to

ctarvoard (Chart 24).
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"At the sume time the renort reached the bridge that three

guns with their crews were completely out of action. 1In view
of the fact thet the ship was unable to meneuver, the three
TOWN c¢lass oruisers as well us ARETHUSA with eight destroyers
were now engbled to reopen the engagement. Thus the ship was
faced with 8 superiority of not less than 5 cruisers and some
20 destroyers. Now the fire was directed exclusively on the
destroyers becasuse only against these could results worthy of
mention still be expected. Since pert of therm ceme real close,
& number of hits could tlso be observed. Ileanwhile MAINZ suf-
fered loss upon loss. About 1:20 p.m. the biggest part of the
guns with their crews were out of action. The upper deck was
@ mass of ruins. The ammunition supply almost ceased, &nd

at various times compertments below the armored deck had to

be cleared on account of the smoke and gas denges. The star-
board engine was making revolutions for only half speed.

"This was the condition of the ship when she received a
torpedo hit port side amidships (probebly in No. 4 fireroom).
This put out of commission all apnaratus in the conning tower
for the transmission of orders with the exception of voice
tubes to central stetion and the torpedo room. Then the
Captoin ordered "Sink the ship. all hands man life jeckets."
He left the conring tower and irmmedietely thereafter was
killed, as was also the navigutor, Lieutenant Commander Bearon
Friedrick Karl v. Maltzehn. This order, however, reeched only
the nearast battle stations and consequently was ocarried out
only partially.

"In consequence of the torpedo hit, the gun fire was in-
terrupted. At this time therc remained in the conning tower
only the gunnery officer, Lieutenant Commander Otto Niese,and
the torpedo officer, Lieut-nint Kurl Pohle. A little later I
myself arriveé on the bridge without, however, any knowledge

of the last order of the Captuin. Consecuently upon my order
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fire was resumed and at the same tirme it wus attempted to score

a torpedo hit. To be sure, there was little prospect for the

latter as the ship was now entirely motionless and he enemy

eruisers and most of the destroyers either kept astern or stayed

out of torpedc range. The torpedoes that were fired, one at e
cruiser to port and two at destroyers to starboard, missed.
Meanwhile the enemy gun fire, which had ceased during the 1lull
in firing on M.INZ, was resumed with full force. In addition,
two enemy battle oruisers now took & hand in the action.iWhether
they 8lsu made hits is not definitely established. According
to the statements of several men, & 34 cm (13.5 irch) snell
struck the deck amidships without exploding, while glant water
columns thrown up by shells fulling around the ship obstructed
the view. On MALINZ there were at last only two guns still in
action. The gun crews were the remainder of all the gunnery
personnel of the upper deck; the cmmunition wes the remainder
of all that had been brought up.

"Meanwhile I had been informed of the last order of the
Captain. The order "Sink the ship. all hands man life jackets"
wes thereupon egain given. Although the order was now passed
over the whole ship from forward to aft, this time again it 4id
not reach the people who were still in the compartments below
decks, as was later esteblisheéd. Cunsequently most of these
did not come up until the enemy ceased firing about 10 minutes
later. Before doing so, the sea valves in the port engineroom
and in the torpedo room were opened."

what the 'wpper deck of MAINZ looked like at this time, e
aun ocaptain of the ship, boatswain's mate Willi Xlein, descripec
with the following words:

"The plcture of the MAINZ ir indesoribable. Our radio room
shot to a heap of ruins was all ablaze; two smoke-stacks hit by
shells had toppled over; searchlights were shot to pieces, and
more and more shells struck the deck tearing great holes. Gun

o<




o ————

. e ———
B

- ——

crews, talkers and ammunition pessers were literally shot to
pieces. The upper deck was a wild confusion of ruins, fire,
heat and corpses, covered over with green and yellow products
of explosion, which produced suffocating seses. Arain end
agein the shells struck the unmeneuverable MAINZ like heil.
Not only the 200 to 300 hits in a space of 130 meters (142
yerds) length and 14 meters (15 yards) breadth but also the
splinters from the ship's sides and decks wrought death and
destruction. As long as we continued to defend ourselves,the
encmy did not cease to fire. One after the other of our guns
were silenced as they were shot to pieces and the gun crews
doad. Finally, only Nc. 5 gun starboard continued to fire,
even though slowly, us the gun captain wes dead and orly one
man remained availeble to serve the gun. Novertheless it con-
tinued to fire until the lest shell hed been expended. Then
the enemy also ceased firing."

The picture offered by the ship below decks after the tor-
vedo hit is supplemented by the following observations of the
oldest surviving engineer officer, Johennes Johannsen, whose
battle station wes with the damage control party. "about 1:15
p.m. torpedo hit. The ship reared up, bent very perceptibly,
and rocked for & considerable time. Avxiliary lieghting was
extinguished. All glusses, which had not already been ac-
counted for by shell impacts, broke. The electric lights be-
came dimmer and finally went out altogether. Flushlights then
provided the only illumination. The engines no longer turned
over, The leak pendulum now indicated that the ship was slow-
).y sinking forward. All efforts to determine where the leak
was were fruitless, since no compartment answered. After &
brie’ 1lull we heard fire being resumed. Iven when the firing
and a little while later the impacts of enemy shells ceased,
no communicetion could be had with the other compartments. The

conning tower no longer enswered. W ter which gushed out of
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C e water hud risen over

- e the armored deck. In other words, the ship at the leaking
‘ ‘ x sections must be down that fer,"
| As soon as fire had been discontinued by both sides, the
; British ships undertook very ergrgetically the work of rescuing
{ the survivors. Upon call from MAINZ, hich up to about 2 p.m.
‘ had no list as the port bunker was still full of coel, a de-
’ stroyer - the LURCHCR, the flagship of Cozmodore Keves - even
& came alongside the stern to teke the wounded on board. In this
#Aise, with the eid of the men from below decks who had not yet
i gone overboard, all the wounded whose rescue 3id not appear to
| be eltogether hopeless were transferred to the destrover.
9 At 2:10 p.m. MLINZ, -hich shortly tefore had heeled over
to port, went down without her colors having been struck.
'k Three hurreéhs of the survivors marked the glorious end of her
( career.
The gunfire of S.!1,S. MAINZ's ection was distinctly heard
‘ by Torpedcboat Flotilla III in the West Ems., Corsequently the

Flotilla Commender held the boats in readinescs directly off the
mouth of the Ems, so as to be able to udvance &t once to attack
in case of thickening weather. One of the boats - G-169, Lieu-
tenant Commander Lemelsen commending - sighted at 1:30 p.n.

or. several occasions a periscope directly off the entrance

buoy and at 2:17 p.m. a8 torpedo was fired at her. On this oc-

cesion the conning tower of the submerine care partielly out

of the water. The torpedo passed only 15 meters ahead of the

torpedoboat, which on her part fired on the onronent without

success. The submarine was pursued and searched for by three
torpedoboats on zig-zag courses without, however, seeing her
again. Soon thereafter, at ”:50, another bouat of Torpedoboat

‘ . Flotille III, S-165, Lieutenant Comrender v. Bothmer commanding,

' sighted three smoke clouds to north-northwest. She steamed to-

wvard them at high speed and at 3:50 p.m. made out in 074 evsilon

U<

[ .

s e e S g =

e —

ﬂ &




—

e

&

. e woe g

[ 0 SRR

e S Py

about 35 miles outside of Borkwuan én enemy cruiser with two de-
stroyers running at high speed on course southwest, This was
reported by radio. Thus contact with the enemy was established
anew; still, this ciroumstence could not be taken advantoge of
without cruiser support and without orders from the high com-
mand.

For the present the fate of S.,!!,5. MAINZ rerniained unknown
to the German high commiand as well as to the German forces
then at sea, However, she had been able to report at 1:C02 p.m.,
shortly before her radio was put out of sction that she was
being ohased by enemy armored oruisers, Thereby she had accom-
plished until shortly before she went down the primary tosk of
the light cruicer which is to contact and report enemy forces,
This report first indicated to the high comnand with all clear-
‘ness that this was not simply & skirmish on the patrol line
but rather that it was a large-scale action supported by heavy
ships. Consequently the Gernan battlecruisers, VOI' der T/NI
wnd MOLTKE, iru.ediately received orders to leave Schillir :
roads in support. At the same time S.,MM.S. SEYDLITZ, the flag-
ship of the Co ' .ander of the Sgouting Furces, Rear ~ciiiral
Hipper in Wilhelmsheven roads weighed anchor, and BLULCHLR
received orders to follow.

The report of the appearance of eneny armorsé cruisers
elso occasioned the Co:wndsr of Svbmarine Flotille I, Cor-
mander Hermann Bauer, to take 8 hand. Until now he at Yilhelms-
haven had rightly kept aloof and permitted the mun on the spot,
the Coumander of Suhuarine Flotilli II, Co:-ender Ott~ Feld:enn
on STETTIN s the senior subnarine commander present, to teke
appropriate steps. Hoisver, with the first report of the ap-
pearance of hostile armored oruisers he believed thet he should
no longer refrain from pointing out by redio desputch the ne-
cessity of attacking these worthy objectives with a full em-

ployment of submarines. Still it wes already too late to so
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utilize the submarines effectively. The boats upon their first

departure should have undertaken at once the advence to the
westward, instead of taking up the purely defensive positions
between Heligoland &nd Weser lightship (see chart 19). The
Latter, however, d4id not conform to the then general conception
that the enemy in an attack on the Geriian Bi~rt would advance
with his heavy forces to a positien Just off the river mouths
so as to overwhelm our ships while standing out.

Wren STETTIN ¢t & p.m., sighted battle cruisers of the LION
cluss and rsetired before them toward Heligoland, the plen to
attack them with submarines had to be abandoned because the
distance from Heligoland to the position of the battle cruisers
was about 35 miles - a distance which it would take the submea-
rines about four hours to cover, counting the time incidental
to the transmission of orders and departure. On this question
the Coui.ander of Submerine Flotilla II exnresses himself in de-
tail as follows:

"As the enemy ships were retiring on southwest course, I
assuwed that they were endeavoring to get out of reach of night
attacks by our torpedoboats. Thus the participation of the sub-
marines offered no prospects and consequently wés not ordered.

"In addition the question arises whether or not to permiti
the submarines to advance to the westward end leave them at
sea over=-night. As the possibility exists that the opponent
will aguin advance against the inner Germen Bi-ht on the fol-
lowing morning, I desisted from this course as well, so &s rot
to denude the inner German Bight of submarines for this eventu-
ality."

From the lest sentence it is evident that the conviction
had not yet found general acceptance that the inner German
Bight offered no prospects for submarine attacks on British

heavy forces, that rather one must seek them much farther out.
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lMoreover, 1t should be mentiored, as hed meanwhile been es-
tablished, that the British submerines at that time could dive ‘ | ;
more quickly ther. the German., Due tco their rabid diving the
former were better suited to the low visibility conditions of !
28 August, 1914. According to the statement of the Commender '
of submarine Helf-flotilla 2, the visibility subsequent to about

i
}
i
|
'l
10:40 a.m. was so bad thet surface cruisine of the Germen sub- {\
merines was almost synonymous to sacrificing them. wWith their i
long diving intervael it might easily have come to péss that f
Ty
enemy shipr approaching st high speed would shoot down surfaced ‘i
boats. Tv submerge unobserved in the presence of hostile craft i't
seemed in any case precluded; an opportunity to fire upon a
cruiser or destroyer running past at high speed seemed ques-
tionable, even if such a ship had not previously seen the sub-

merine dive. Yet, in conclusion, it must he seid that in view

— o — T 0 e e

of the importance of the attack objectives the retention of
the Germon submarines in Heligoland harbor 1:eant a lost op-
portunity. Aside from the above-mentioned reesons, a con-
tributory circumstence wus doubtless also the fact that the
Flotilla Cowionder was attached to a oruiser which was not

exclusively in the service of the submarines, but which, due

B e e e e
)

to the small number of available ships, had to accept action
repeatedly to ward off hostile forces.

At 11:%0 w.m. ARIADNE hed a8lso received orders from Coi-
mander of the Scouting Forces to advance in support, if pos-
sible, from her patrol position in the outer Jide.

Dus t0 the orders which had followed in repid succession,
the consequent movements und the further position reports
which had ocome in, the situation at 1:.0 was as follows: !

STRASSBURG, frrthest out, reports thet she is engeged in ; 1
another action with cruisers und destroycrs to southward of i
her in 117 epsilon about 0 miles west of Heligoland, while
KOELN in an adjacent squure to southwerd of STRASSBURG ir . 3'2

likewise in action with destroyers. It could therefore be
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assume ships were fighting the same forces. About
—e— "’ 20 i.iles farther back, in 135 epsilon, is ARIADNE ¢né she ine
¥ forms KOELN that she is coming to her assistance, while STRAL-
SUND in the same square advances to the westward. Others
coming up to support are STETTIN in 151 epsilon, KOLBE'G in
138 epsilon and DANZIG in 139 epsilon,Gll on westerly courses
(see Cherts 5 and 19).

I

}

|

|

[ At this time we will turn eguin to the ections of the in-

, dividual oruisers. Of these STRALSUND has passed out of the

! #Wilhelmshaven lock at about 11 a.m, and while passing SEYDLITZ

‘ received the following order by seerchlight: "Stand out at once

! in support of KOELN'" Immediately thereafter informetior. cams

; in from KOELN that 132 epsilon and 133 epsilon were suspected

& of being mined. 4s previously steted,this was an error based
on an incorrect transmission of the squere designations in a

(_ corresponding raedio despctch from STETTINN concerning the al-
leged mining of the squares to the Northward of Helligoland.
Consequently some of the cruisers standing out felt compelled

to take & circuitous route around the stated squares. The

resultant delay was & contributory reason which prevented a

timely Jjunction of the cruisers before encountering the enemy.
Upon the report of the first action of STRASSBURG in 122
, epsilon, the Captain of STRALSUND, Captain Harder,after pass-

o

ing the Outer-Jade lightship,had set course thence. Almost
directly off the mouth of the Jede & hostile, submerged sub-
mearine was sighted and taken under fire, apparently,however,with-
but’ result. During the further approach attemptswere made

to establish communication with KOEL!l. These were unsuccess-
ful,as the latter fuiled to answer after numerous radio calls,
end it was assumed that the radio installation of the ship was
i . out of commission. On the other hand, the continuous redio re-
i ports of STRASSBURG <ave her sufficient essentisl informetion,
| in order to attempt to bring the destroyers reportec by her

!
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between that and own ship. Unfortunately it was neglected to
permit the STETTIN, which at this time was to starboard, to
close up for a combined advance, even though she was & slower
ship. Thus STRALSUND soon thereufter found herself also fecing
8 superiority alone in 128 epsilon. At first gunfire was
heard 2 points on the starboaerd how, which seemed to draw
olowly to port. Then the gun-flashes werc seen and soon there-
after despite the hazy weather three enemy cruisers, apparently
TO/ class, were made out, The latter were steaming in col-
umn and seemed to be engtging an opponent, who could not yet

be made out, on the side away from STRALSUND. To take & hand
in the action, STRALSUND turned at once to east-northeast

(see chart 25) and opened fire at about 7200 m. (7850 yards),
angle of train 280°, on the leeding eruisers, which wes re-
turned by these immediately. However, the visibility at this
time was so unfavorable thut the fall-of-shot could not be
observed from the crow's nest. dith one of the first enemy
salvos, a wire of the large rudio seriel is severed, while
another shell penetrates the ship's side over the sheer strake
without, however, bursting, soc that no water enters end no
other damage is caused thereby. Further hits Are luckily
avoided with quick changes of course. Then, however, the

enemy ships are apparently released by the unknown opvonent

to westivard, for the former now concentrate the fire of the
three cruisers exclusively on STRALSUND. The latter is there-
fore forced to withdraw from this superiority and turns away,
oddly enough without being pursued by the enenmy.

Practically at the same time in the immediate vicinity,
three other actions developed within a radius of only 8 miles
end yet wholly separated from each other. Two of these in
which the German oruisers, ARIADNL ¢nd KOELN, narticipated

were to end fatally.
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Jhile the faute of KOELN rarained slmost completely
shrouded in mystery until after the publicaticn or' the British
report, the experiences of ARIADNL 're&y be followed in deteil
in the battle report of her Commanding Officer, Captain Sce-
bohm.

On the morning of 28 august, S.1..S. ARIADNE as the flog-
ship of the harbor flotilla of the Jade &nd Juser wes sta-
tioned in the outer Jade. when gunfire was heard to the south-
ward of Heligoland and the radio message from STETTIN: "Raquest
cruiser essistance”" was received, she mude onc advenre during
the forenoon. However, she again turned back when the gun-
fire ceased and when according to the ircomineg radio reports
the enemy was apparently retiring to the westward. ARIADNE
had just returned to the mouth of the Jude when she wes met
by S.M.<. KOELN, standing out at high speed to the westward.
Shortly thereafter she received the order: ARIADNE ¢nd NIOBE,
if possible, advance to support. NIOBE wés coeling et iilhelms-
haver,, so that ARTALNE &lone followel KOELN, but the latter
due to her superior speed soon vanished in the fog. Concern-
ing the further events, the Cuptain of ARIADNE, Cuptain Sce-
bohm, reports as follows:

"Rulio messages were then received fram MAINZ and STRaSSe
BURG that these ships were engeged with enemy destroyers.
After avoiding a square reported as heing possibly mined,
course was laid for the above-mentioned shins. According to
her radio reports, KOELN appeared to be following the same
ecourse.

"About 1 p.m. there was sighted on the port beam an enemy
submarine which dived at once and attempted to make an ap-
proach on ARIADNE, tut then she disappeared so thet firing
did not take place.

"Soon thereafter gunfire was heard ahead to port and

course was laid toward it. Shortly before 2 o'clock two ships
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eppeared out of the fog, of which the one right ahead d4id not
reply to our recognition signsel. She was made out to be an
armored oruiser and I i.mediately turned to the reverse course

(See chart 26).

1

"The second ship was KOELNE” standing further to the
northward of the opponent end being pursued by him. Doubt-
less she was saved only by reason of the participetion of
ARIADNE. The enemy at once shifted his fire from KOELN t«
ARIADNE,

"Shortly ARIADNE received a hit in the forward boiler-
room, which caused a bunker fire. and the boller-room had to
be abandored on account of the smoke hazard. Therebdy five
boilers were lost, and the speed of ARIADNE .~is reduced to
15 knots.

"The opponent, according to her silhouette, was LION.
A 8soond EBritish battleorulser of the same elass soon ap-
peered behind her and participated in the action. They fired
upon ARIADNE &bout a half hour &t ranges from 5500 m. (6000
yards) to 4000 m. (4.50°yurds) and 3000 m. (%300 yards). The
letter ranges are only estimated, as all range-finders were
out of commission.

"ARIADNE received many hits from heavy guns, amongst
others 2 number of hits in the after part, which became com-
pletely enveloped in flames. Those who were ctationed there
and were saved can attribute such escape only to luck. The
ship also received & number of heavy hits forward, of which
one penetrated the armored deck and put the torpedo room out

of action, another destroyed the dressing station with all

personnel rresent.

(1) In the original report STETTIN is rentioned rather then
KOELN. At thet time the Captain of ARIADNE cotudlly believed
thet STETTIN ./us the ship ahead of him. Also the assumption
expressed in the report that KOELN was saved due to the par-
ticipation of ARIADNE does not conform to the facts, as the
former was nevertheless overtaken by her fate soon thg§§55ter.
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"0ddly enough emidships and on the bridege, the shin re-
ceived practicelly no hits,

"How maeny hits all told struck the ship is beyornd all

estimetion. Many apparently *ore the rigeing and then ex-

ploded. Again it was observed that other shells did not ex-

plode upon impact with the water. !llany shots fell to the

right and left, as ARIADNE @8 running away from the opponent

end offered only & smull target. The firing of the british

was by salvo with fairly large intervals.
"The effeot of the shells war chiefly that due to fire.

All living compartments forward and aft were ct once set in

flames. To extinguish the fires as they started wes ilmpos-

sible or account of the strong fire ection; in addition, the

fire-fighting installation above the armored deck had been
destroyed throughout.

"Sucdenly about 2: 90 p.m. the enemy turned away to the

westward. I assume that he could no loanger make out ARIADNE

in the fog, as sLe was enveloped in smoke due to the fire aft.
"Until that time fire had been maintained with the guns
remaining in action on ARIADNE; finclly, it was independently

controlled by the gun ceptains es all battle order communica-
tion had failed.

Due to the dense smoke on the ship, observa

tions could no longer be made from the conning tower.

"Despite the destruction of the opponent, the crew worked

with greatest composure as at drill, The wounded were cared

for by the stretcher-bearers. All stations independently en-

deavored to effect repairs as far as possible. The Executive

Officer, Commander Wilhelm Frenck, with the repeir geng was

swept away by & hit in the between-decks.

"After the ememy turned away, I first of all directed all

hands to extinguish the fires. However, this proved to be

impossible. The after pert of the ship could no longer be

entered and the forward part soon had to be cleared likewise.
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Upon the order to flood magazines, men mude their way up to
the forward one. It was found thut it was alreedy flooded;
wherefrom, has not been exple&ined,

"It was impossible for men to meke their way to the after
magazire. Previously an attempt hed heen made to open the
armored hatech to sections I &nd II, in which men still re-
meined, but this proved to be impossible as the hatch had
been bent by & shell hit.

"The engine und the after boiler room remained completely
intact during the whole action, likewise the steering gear.

'‘Staying on the ship became more urnd more unbearable due
to the heat end smoke, and because the ready emmunition still
remaining at the zuns began to explode. However, these ex-
plosions 4id not seem to do much damage. Meny small splinters
were socattered around, which, for example, penetrated the
bridge deck from below.

"The crew with entire composure gathered on the fore-
castle, to which place the wounded wers brought also. I culled
for three hurrehs for His llajesty the Emperor, following which
the flag song and "Deutschland, Dsutschland uber alles" were
sung. Even the wounded joined in. One man called for three
hurrahs for the Ciéptuin. Shortly before 3 p.iz. DANZIG un-
proached and sent over bouts.

"also the two cutters of ARIADNE could be put in the
water, as the ship amidships, as previously stated, hed not
suffered so severely.

"The wounded were first of all put in the boats - they
were lowered away from the forecastle with lines. As it gradu-
ally became impossible to remain any longer on the forecastle,
the remainder of the crew upon orders jumped overboard. Sone
of the swimmers swam over to DANZIG &nd STRALSUND, “iiich like-
wise had oome up. The others clung to lifejackets and hammocks

and were plcked up by the boats,
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E "Mwanwhile the fire In the burnt-out ship had died down;
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also the explosionsbecame less frequent.

"I therefore went over to STRALSUND ':ith sorme men, who
then went beck on board again ir an ARIADNE bout, in order
to request the Ciéptair of STRALSUND to tuke ARIADIZ in tow.
Ho ever, ARIADNE ut this time suddenly Leeled over sherply
and a8t 4:45 p.a capsized with flying colors. For some time
the keel remained visible cbove the surfuce of the water.

{See Cvarts 19, 25 and 26).

"Wurned by the impacts of Leavy shells in the vicinity

of ARIADNE, STETTIN +:8 enabled to withdraw ir. time by promptly

turning away from the destructive fire of the heavy guns of

the enemy battlecruisers.”

Previous to this time STETTIN h&ad beern ergaged in trans-

mitting orders to the submarines to the southward of Helligo-

land. When her radio was ugein in commission about 12 noon

and the incoming radio despatches were again being intercepted,

new decisions were made. Successive signuls giving course and

position of MAINZ, KOELN, STRASSBURG ¢n” STRALSUND indicated

that all of these ships were hcading aprmroximately toward the

same point. Nos STETTIN also steered for it with maximum speed.

Thus this crulser soon thereafter ceme to be u witness and par-
ticipant iin the action of ARIADNE, concerning which the Cavtain
of STETTIN renorts as follows:

"At 1:40 p.ua, S.M.S. ARIADNE vas sighted aheed - although
at first she was tuken to be a British mirelayer. The exochange
of recognition signals was not effected until after some time
when for a spell the visibility became a little better. The
visibility was very unsettled st this time.

"At 1:45 gunfire was heard ahead. About 1:55 we ;suined
the impression that it was that of heavy guniz. At 1:% big
muzzle flashes were observed and thereupon I turned to star-

board to the reverse course. While turning, heavy impacts
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s were observed near ARIADNE, . hich was also turning. Soon

thereafter ARIADNE received the first hits,

&9

"While S.M.,S. STETTIN wus turning, the opponent was recog-
\ nized as being ships of the lutest battlecruiser type.

"At 2:05 the leasding battlecruiser opened fire on STETTIN
also, to which I «id not reply on account of the unfavorable
firing position relative to the enemy ané so as not to facili-
tate his holding his poirt-of-eim due to muzzle flashes.

"The shots of the opponent fell fairly close to the ship
(#ithin 50C m.) on both sides, long and short but predomirantly
long. For the present the visibility did not permit the enemy

to make observations. He ceuased firing after ebout 10 shots,
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but then after & few nilrnutes resumed firing for a short time.
"At 2:2C S.M.S.DANZIG was sighted on the starboerd beam

to southward or westerly course. ‘When she was informed by

searchlight that STETTIN .us being nhaésed by enemy bat;le-

cfﬁ?sers, she likewise turned to course eaést. Sirultaneously,

it appeared that the opponent had aband~nied the pursuit.
"Fires were observed on the stern of ARTADNE - she was
atill following with feirly high speed. Ltter, when the gun-

fire silenced to westward, DaNZIG, which was on the starboard

} quarter of STETTIN, reversed course to render ald to ARIADNE.
' To restore commurnication with the submarine flotilla, STETTIN
headed for Heligoland.
"No losses or damage were suffered due to the fire of the
battlecruisers."
Concerning the activities of S,.M.S. KOELN - flagship of
the Coinender of Torpedoboats, Rexur Adpiral Muess, Cuptain
Meidinger commending, Lisutenant Coii.under Gurgenberger staff

officer - all official reports are lacking. About 1 p.m.KOELN

made her last position report- at this time the ship was 16.5

o

mi. north-northwest of Norderney lightship on northerly course.
At 1:30 her lest radio despatoch without position designation
-" 82(
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suddenly brausks off. Only one single survivcr of KOEL!, fire-
man Neumenu, was saved, His testimony,. which wilil be mentioned
later in the disecussion of the rescue of survivors, naturelly
can heve n@ bearing or the conduct of the ship since Neumann,
being a fireman, did not arrive on deock until the ship was in

a sinking condition. Nevertheless, from available inforrmation
together with the other hanpenings, it his been possible to
show almost definitely what courses KOELN must have steered

and what conclusions ore to be draun therefrom as to her battle
action.

KOELN steamed out of tne Jade at full speed and follows
or. the same course 4s STRASSBURG but without having the letter
in sight due to the hazy weather. When STRATSBURG ot into
the first ection with destroyers at 11:55 a.rm. and turned in
a circle, the distunce between 3TRaSSBURG &nd KOELN manifestly
decreased. The gunfire was heard more und more distinctly
by KOEL!'., Then the firing on STRASSBURG was discontinued for
10 mimutes and theieafter was again heard by KOELN. at this
time KOTZLN was only 7 miles astern of STRLS3BURG snd from the
reports of S,M,S, MAINZ she knew that the lutter was about in
the same latitude 20 miles to the west..rd. Thus there were
offered prospests of & totul annihilation of the opponent en-
veloped by the three German cruisers. Probably the same thought
prevailed on KOELN as on IAaINZ - at this time the Ceptain of
the latter informed all hands that in a half hour they would be
engaged with the enemy., KOLLN aow followed STRASSBURG until
12: vv, From time to time pgunfire must have been heard ahead,
88 STRnSSBURG wu8 1n repeated actions with destroyers. Since
the course of STRASSBURG wus not straight due to uvoiding tor-
pedoes, KOELN at 12:50 was not more than 5 or 6 miles behind
the former. At this time MAINZ, which hed been irn action with
destroyers for 15 minutes, sighted hostile cruisers. This

radio despatch from MAINZ -us received by KOLLN beceuse the
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latter re_ayed it to the Comnieander of the Scgouting Ferces., 4t
this time KOELN :wst have made & change of course of about B

points to west-southwest, otherwise it would have been impos-

sible for her to reech ut 1:30 p.m. the pluce where Beetty leter

sighted her. Aside from the radio despatch, this change of
course may be explained quite simmly., The heavy gunfire of
MAINZ, ot this time 9 miles away, must have been heard on the
port beam; furthermore, the British destroyers and ARETHUSA,
upor. whom MAINZ ias firing, were between KOELN tnd MAINZ, vnd
ARETHUSA was firing with 15 cem. (9.9 in.) —-uns., Thus if
KOELN tished to engage there, and for & Coumunder of Torpedo-
boats that was something to be tuken for granted, he hud to
make this change of course. Abcat 20 minutes after KOELN
turned to the new course, during which she heard contiruel
gunfire right ahead and drawing closer, she sighted on the port
side forward ARETHUSA :3ith the retirine torpedoboats. (State-
mernt of ARETHUSA). At this time the speed of ARETHUSA hed al-
ready been sariously reduced, and thus it is to be sunprosed
that KOELN sought to block the escape of the retirine boats
to the westward, particularly since their resnective courses
were very fuvorable for doing so. Trerefore KOFLN rade & small
change of course in order to relieve the pressure on MAINZ and
to envelop the retiring destroyers, which were now in sight.
(Crarts 19 and 26). At 1l:vi KOELYM rcmorted by redio that she
was in bottle vith these. As previously mentioned this redio
despatch wac suddenly broken off. The position report was
lacking - This was the last news of KOELN. Her eventuel fete
was first made known through the British report, which will be
referred to later.

Due to ections with 1light forces to eestward and north-
ward of her, STRASSBURG hud meanwhile been drawn farther and
farther to the northward and westward. Then, however, sheking

off her oppoaents temporarily, she ran to the southward toward
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the acdiMbeginning of the ARI.DIE
ection she stood only about 5 miles to westward of her. liean-
while her very short actions are enscted ugain end again in
the same way. The British destroyers usuully stand in te
attack immediately after sight contact and are always suc-
cessfully out-maneuvered by STRASSBURG hty slowly turnine
away 8nd by keeping them under fire as long as the range and
the low visibility permit her to make out the tarret and to
observe the fall-of-shot, iA8 & rule, the eremy foroes &re
lost sight of very soon in so doine, Under these conditions
own fire gction made hish demands on training due to the ne-
cessity of quickly picking up, continually shiftine points-
of-aim. Desplte lerge ammunition expenditure the fire effect
of the ernemy guns was slight. The enemv shells, which despite
the short range had & noticeably high angle of fall, usueally
did not detonate. The ship was hit only once and then by a
15 om (5.9 inch) shell. It penetrated well aft, abaft the
ermor belt, strikines obliquely frow forward the bulkhead he-
tween sections I «nd II c.bove the armored deck. The only ef-
fect was that two large :tore-rooms filled with water. Ar--
parently this projectil:. hit sidewavs and did not explode,
because neither the shell, nor parts of same, could be found.
Also no burstine effect could bhe determined.

Un to 1 ».ni, uo fewer than three destrovereattocks were
successfully warded off. The first of these begen ebout 12:27
when & Scout (1) and & number of destroyers were sighted to
scurbourd.” ' The wciion lasted 10 minutes and was continued
egain at 12:+-, perhaps with the same destroyers (sce chart 27).
Another attack followed ot 1:(4 - this time supported by two
enemy cruisers. In this phese and with the third salvc & hit

was made amidships on one of the apnroaching destroyers with a

(1) a particular British type of & lightly armed and very

fast light cruiser, primerily used as a leader of deatroyer
flotilles. T &5<

— —

P

e e e ——— e e

e e+



e - "~ T8SULTENT WRTTEPSIoul of steam. At thls time punfire was dis-

=

i e oy .

—

I

tinetly eudible to southward or southwestward of STRASSBURG,
while a radio report from MAINZ confirmed the supposition

that the ship was to be found in that direction. The Cuptain
of STRASSBURG thurefore transmitted the rudio report: "Position
117 epsilon, Course west., Enemy to southward,” and went in
pursuit of the destroyers, which were drawing to the south-
westward. He intended to press the latter on KOELN tnd MAINZ,
which were presumed to be closing from the southeastward and
southwestward respectively, and at the same time to join up
with these oruisers. Thus it came about that the destroyern
nede another unsuccessful attack on STRASSBURG, und finally
one thereafter at l:40 - this time by two eroups simultaneously,
one maeking an approach snd the other passcing. At this time
gunfire wes heard enew in a southeasterly direction, which ac-
cording to a radio report received at 1:30 from KOELN: "Po-
sition 105 epsilon, am in action with destroyers" could come
only from that vessel, apparently heavy guns were also firing.
Thereupon STRASSBURG udvanced in this direction and giving her
own course and position she called l{AINZ by radlo twice with-
out, however, receiving eny answer., At 1:38 KOELN clso no
longer answers on her call, Thse last important signal of
MAINZ concerning the appearance of hostile armored cruisers
was not known on STRASSBURG at this time. Thus the danger

of his own position is not fully reualized by the Cuptain until
&n enemy battlecruiser, on which numerous destroyers are
gathering, is suddenly sighted ahead at 2 p.n. Captain
Ratazann at once turned away to 2 northerly course without
becoming engaged. Due to the superiority of the opponent -
which STRASSBURG tuok to be & ship of the SHANNON type with
four 23.4 cm (%.2 inch) «nd ten 19 om (7.5 inch) guns- the
outcome of such an action could not be & matter of doubt. How-

ever, the northerly course also develops unexpected dangers
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because eight minutes later forces are upain sighted, in ell
probability those previously sighted in this urea, For u« short
time two TOUN olass cruisers are made out abaft the port beam
at 8000 m. (¢750 yards) renme. BY & change of course of one
point to starboard, STRASSBURG was &ble to avoid them in time
without engeging and after a quarter of.an hour they disap-
peared.

After huving sighted strone forces to the southward, the
attempt to Join up with the other cruisers in this direction
now had to be abandoned. Furthermore, junction could orly be
effected by hauling out in @ wide arc to northward eand east-
ward. Scarcely had this movement corimenced when 4 new sur-
prise developed. At Z:cU pei:e, in 104 epsilon right center,
four battlecruisers of the LION class in column on opposite
course suddenly apneared fpur points on the starboard bow.

The range was only 8000 m. ({750 yards) (Churts 19 and 27),

The ship could now be saved only if it were possible in the
hazy weather to mislead the onponent into thinking that STRASS-
BURG +«8s & British shin. 1In order that they misht enterteain
this assunption &s long a@s possible, Cuptuin R#tzmenn et first
maintained his course because any sudden change of course would
arouse suspicion at once. r.ite 1tkely, too, such a move
would brineg the ship within range of the TC.1' class cruisers
which had Jjust been lost sight of, Very slowly she was turned
one point to port; nevertheless, the battlecruisers were pessed
abeam at only 7500 m. (Rf200 yards). The deception succeeds;
yet, after passing,the enemy flegship makes & searchlight signal
to STRASSBURG, =whieh is not answered. Anparently they were the
letters U,A.R., the challenge, similar to those that had been
observed on different ooccasions. 4t 2:4< the enemy battle-
oruiser dropped out of sight

Thus for 12 minutes the ship wes in direct contact with

the enemy superiority, and every minute of this time misht bring
¢e<
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en end to the deception. Then the fate of STRASSBURG rould heve
been the same as MAINZ or KOELN; the ship and crew were saved
from this desperate situation solely through the collected and
determined leadership of her Ctptain.

With the sighting of the battlecruisers, the fundamental
idea of the hostile undertaking was revealed. After breaking
through the German patrol line, the British light forces were
to draw our eruisers onto outlying submerines and strong cru-
iser .squadrons. Othur submarines stationed off the river
mouths were to hinder the Guri.ean heavy forces in standing out
or to inflioct losses on seme before the letter could on their
part bring the British oruiser squadrons to battle. The British
plan was eonsiderably fevored by the low visibility prevailing
on this day, This had made it impossible for the German patrol
forces to obtain & clear and timely picture of the strength and
intentions of the oppcnent. Thus the enemy was enabled to al-
ways meet the individual German c¢ruisers with superiority.

Even though MAINZ st l:0C p.m., STRASSBURG ot 2 o,m., and
STETTIN vt Z:1C p.... had reported large and ermored oruisers,
thic was unfortunately made in such indefinite form that the
Hira Co..wnd remuined in doubt &s to number, olaess, and organi-
zation of the sighted forces. The situation wes not completely
clarified until STRASSBURG tt 2:C3 definitely stamped their
character in the following report: "117 epsilon, Buttle Cru-
icsr snuadron I, Course southwest.”

at ¢: 25 p.m. the Flect Coimander had directed that Squad-
rons T «nd III axpedite raising steam. Almost simultareously
with the last report the order was ut last issued to recall
the light ocruisers and to keep all torvedoboat flotillas ready
to stand out 8t dusk. after the presence of British Buttle
cruiser Snuadron I .ts definitely raported, the Coumender of
the 3couting Foroes received the order: "Buattle oruisers are

not to engage the battlecruiser squadron."”" I{ was now obvious

£8<

o o aan -~

~——
’



e T e o

-—

4

that they, !oo, would be opposed to & superiority until the

Gorman battleshlip squadrons could take a hand., The Commander
of the Scouting Tcrces then supplemented these directions, in
that he directed the light cruisers to fall back on SEVDLITZ.
In view of the course of events, one must ask why this

order was not 1ssued sooner., Until the report of the annear-
ence of hostile armored cruisers, the Fleet Commander ectually
assuned that our light cruisers had & superiority. According
to the reports received up to 1 p.n., he bdelieved that it was
only an attack of two - at most, four- light cruisers and about
two destroyer flotillas, which, moreover, hud &lready been

warded off. Nnt until after the radio despetches subsequent

to 1 o'clock proved this conception to be in error did the Fleet

Cormander with the recall i. -erfere with the measures of the
Co c.ander of the Scouting Fo.c 5. In this connection, in the
war log of the latter is the remark that he had contemplated

& similar order but had not issued same because the light cru-
isers were to retire, as soon us armored cruisers were re-
ported, in accordance with their general tacticsl training

and the provisions of naval instructions for the cruiser ser-
vice. This doubtless is the cese; yet it should be remembered
that on the light cruisers periodically involved 1n sherp,
close actions the reception of radio messages and the delivery
of same to the conning tower could not proceed without fric-
tion, mistakes and casualties, in contrast to the quiet condi-
tions on the distant flagships. Consequently, on the latter
they could oversee the general situation mor; clearly uand free
from momentary impressions, A tiely order, ;hich should not
g0 beyond the forwu of u general direction, would doubtless have
provided succor for the ships in action &nd relief for the Com-
manding Officers in their responsibility, especially becauce it
must be difficult for the latter, in view of the battle of their

comrades against an enemy superiority, to retirs.



_——— gy, The order WESN received By the sF.ips, insofer as they were

A

-k

&9

still able, while already retirines or at the scene of disaster
of ARIADNE. It strengthened the Captcin of STRASSBURG in his
decision to leave the matter of convacting KOELNl, MAINZ end
STRALSUIND to chance and instead to endeavor &as quickly as pos-
sible on easterly, and leter on southerly, cours?s to join up
with the large cruisers. The position and battle reports which
STRASSBURG hed regularly made were answered by the above-men-
tioned light cruisers only seldom after 1 »n.m. and not at all
after 2 p.m. Thus she no longer had any definite informetion
available to determire their positions.

Meanwhile DANZIG as well as STRALSUND had errived in the
vicinity of the burning ARIADNE. S.11.S. DANZIG, Ceptain Reiss
commending, later as Ceptain of WILSBADEN he was %illed in the
battle of Jutland, at 12:25 had received orders together with
MUENCHEN to stand out at once and join up with STRASSBURG, In
the edvance to westward in execution of this order, DANZIG at
2:09 p.m, arrived in the vicinity of the scene of action cf
ARIADNE. At this time the fire of heavy guns was heard, & few
impacts were also seen, so that DANZIG at once turned to the
support of own endangered forces on course northwest by west.
On this course she sighted soon thereefter STETTIN steaming
anvay at high speed on northeesterly course end behind her
ARIADNE. DANZIG turned ¢ once to parallel the course of
STETTIN &«nd received ilaformation from her by visual concerning
fhe battle situation. When she 1eceived the radio despatch
from STRALSUND at 2:20: "122 epsilon left center, am in action
with three enemy cruisers," DANZIG turned ot once to south-
southwest to join up with that ship. Apperently good service
oould still be rendered there, while enemy ermored cruisers
seemed to prevent & further advance to the northward. This
decision became untenable, when shortly thereefter the flag

signal was seen on ARIADNE: "Urgently need essistance!"  Just
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ilen this uriing ¢n rwarcd end eppeuared to be
out of control. The Ceptain of DAlIZIG tierefore decided to
render assistance to the ship desnite the hostile urmored oru-
isers. Hc approached as close as possible and undertook the
rescue of the crew of ARIADNT 1ith both cutters in the weter.
Naturally the recall which was received shortly thereafter did
not cause him to abandon the work of rescue. Hewever, to re-
ceive the support of own forces, DANZIG redioed at 2;250:"'Riscuing
ARIADNE personnel," glong with the designation of her position.
Yet, due to the noise of stear. blowins off anéd due to the ex-
plosions in rapid succession on ARILDNE only 50 to 100 meters
away, the transmission of this radio niessaee was attended with
considerable difficulty.

4hile this was transpirine, STRALSUND «fter breakins off
her action had retired ahout 5 miles in un easterly direction,
when she sighted¢ XOQOLBIRG .nd risht afterwards apain heard eun-
fire. Tvrning toward XOLB. ™G, she si-shted DALNZIG ¢nd ARIATNL
» few minutes later. She then nerticipated in the work of rescue
(see charts 19 and 26).

S.!".5. I'OLBZRG, Ciptain .idenmenn commandines, unon her
departure had 8lso sought to join up with STRARSB'RG. Hr.ever,
at the beginnineg of the STRASTR'™G :(ctions she was still far
behind as the ship could not meke more than 22 knots and was
steering @ zig-zag course on account of submarine dencer. AT
2:C5 p.m. gunfire was heurd on the port bo.u; the ceuse of which
was soon explained by the radio despatch of STRALSUND: "ar in
tction with 3 light oruisers of the TO.!! class, course east,”
When STRALSUND herself care in sipht at 2: °C, KOLBERG «1lso
turned to course east, since & further edvance to the westward
appeared inadvisable on account of the ermored cruisers which
had meanwhile been renorted by STRASSBURG !(na STETTII. 3till
her intention of Jjoining un with STRASSBURG rad not yet been

abandoned; moreover she turned to north-northeast so that she
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might contaet her by going far buck on this course. Then
KOLBTRG eighted ARIADNI .:ith the other ships which sufficed ‘ E
for the work of rescus, so that her Captein decided to advance ‘
to the northwestward in order to provide for the security of !
the rescue work by scouting for the enemy. This seemed all the

more necessary, when an enemy armored oruiser squadron was re- N
ported only 14 miles awey. Even “hough KOLBTRG in this course (
of action did not conform literally to the recall order of the '
Coucuunder of the Scouting Forces and she run the risk of being
likewise destroyz4, nevertheless the employment of the cruiser
for the purpose of security ageinst the enemy was correct and

unavoidable. Tre Co..uiunder of the Scuuting Forces was informed \
of the situation by redio. At 2:45 p.m. STRASSBURG ¢pneered

from the northward and reported that the four enemy battle- t
crulsers were last sighted in 117 epsilon. Soon thereafter own !
battlecruisers, VON der TaMNI', MOLTKE +né SEYDLITZ icre rivhted
(cnertes 19 and 27).

VON der TLNN &nd MOLT¥E, under the cormmand of the third-

in-command of the Scoutins Forees, Rser adr-irel Tekisn, went out

first and passed the Outer Jude li-htship ot 3 p.m., ebout two

——

hours after the first report of the appearance of enemy arriored i
gruisers, SEYDLITZ +ith the Co.:ndsr of the Scouting Forces on
board still remained behind due to condenser trouble and BLUECHZR »
first had to pass through the harbor locks. In addition MUKNCHLN
hud received orders at 2:06 p.rm. to scout in the direction of
Awrum, so as to guard against forces breaking into the Germen
Bight at the same time from the northwerd. Likewise, HELL -ts
left on her station.
Rear Adiiiral Trpken was face to face with & difficult task
because no report whatsoever had been received froan MAINZ or
KOELN for about two hours,.so that their positions could not even
be epproximeted. hen therefore the report of STLTTIN: "ARIADNL Fﬁf
heavily demaged in 121 epsilon" was received, he forthwith de- <
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cided to head first of all for this square in order to efford
protection to the ships there, especially since a report of
STRASSBURG  t 2: 01 dispellec any doubt that these really
needed support. Mceénwhile an order of Reur Aér irul Hi-rner
had limited the freedom of movement of the battlecruisers
standing out, so that thev were not to edvance farther than
126 epsilon before his errival with SEYDLITZ. He d4id not
want the battlecruisers also to run into the enemy in detached
groups, rather that these ¢t le&st be engaged irn formetion,

Steaming &t 25 knots and escorted by Torpedoboat Flo-
tilla VIII, they arrived at the scene of disaster of ARIALDML
tt about 3:25. Uoon arrival, the third-in-cormand of the
Scouting Forces at once desnatched Turpedoboat Hi.lf-flotilla 16
in u westerly direction to complete the service of security al-
ready undertaken by KOI B nC, After a boiller explosion LRIADNT
c:.psized at 4:25 p.m. ard sank in L.t. 54° 6t= N., Long. 7°
14'5 E,, after all survivors of her crew had been rescued.

Ab 4:1u p.;m. Re&r acmiral Hipper with his flagshin,
S.M.7., SLYDLITZ had also uppeared at the scene of disaster and
then conducted a short udvance of the battlecruisers in north-
northwesterly direction. KOLBERG, STRALSUND ¢ nd STRASSBURG (s
well as Torpedoboat Flotilla VIII formed & screen, while the
heavy ships, formed in an cpen line with 800 meters interval,
followed at 15 knots (see chart 19). At the same time Tcrpedo-
boet Flotilla III stutioned at the Ei.e was directed to hold it-
self in reediness for night operations.,

The aim of the advunce of the Cormander of the Seouting
Forces could only be a limited one becuuse the Flset Co mmander
hed directed not to engore the battlecruisers. Furthermore,
the procpects were very small, even for makine contact with the
enemy for the purpose of delivering nieht torredo attacks. Tre
purpose of the edvance was therefore exclusively, so far as-the
visibility permitted, un attempt to supnort KOFLM «nd MuINZ or
at least to determine their whereabouts. No answer was received
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upon repeated redio cells und even inquiries to the other crue . °*

isers proved fruitless. At the northern end of the edvance
the battlecruisers missed the place where KOLLN went down by
only 8 miles - one of the lizht cruisers in fact apnrocched

to 4 miles of this spot. Solely due to this regrettable cir-
cumstance, the survivors of KOTLN, still driftine eround ‘in
the water at this time, were not found and rescued. &t &ny
rete, in view of the general situation it was considered hardly
possible that survivors would still he found in this tree, es-
pecielly since one could surely assume that the British ships
had alrecdy done everything in their power to rescue and tuke
prisoners since no further actions hindered the enemy in so
doing. Thus it is to he expluined why neither light forces
and torpedobouts were left behind for en extended search of the
scene of ection nor hospital ships cealled out to stand by. More-
over, at 5 p.m,, when BLUECHZR® Jjoined up with the other cruis-
ers, the fruitless advance wes broken off so as to enter the
Jade before dark. The ships were not to be unnecessarily ex-
posed to ths danger of surface submarine cttacks &t nicht and
the bar in the outer Jade was to he passed in time before low
water.

The wetch of the Geriian Bijht was reestablished and the
patrol positions for the night were occupied &according to plen.
Torpedoboat Fletille VIII took station on the outer line and
the patrol boats on the inner line, while the cruisers, ¥OLBERG,
HELA ind MULNCHEN /ere assigned to support these forces. Frre-
viously aircraft hed received orders to scout and found thot
there were no enunmy ships, with the exception of submarines,
within 100 niles to northwestward of Heligoland. Consequently
the Fleet Co :tnder (. andoned his intention of atteckines the
retiring fos with torpedobout flotillas during the night. Thus
the forces which hed been principuelly enpgazed in the duy battle
put into port and at 9:25 p.m, SEYDLITZ tnchored in the wilhelms-
haven roads, Rcur Admiral Hivper reported to the Flest Corwmender
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and verbally gave him an account of the happenings.

% * » »

When night fell. nothing was known concerning the fate of
MAINZ «nd KOELN. The British report was required to complete
the picture of the operations. Tae following was brought out:

They were not TOWN class cruisers, as STPASSBURG tud re-
ported at first, but again ARETHUSA, FEARLESS &nd Destroyer
Flotilla I, which STRASSFURG cn-u.-8d in the pursuit at 11:560 am

According to the report of Commodore Tyrwhitt, ARETHUSA
had neanwhile filled up her ready ammunition supply and all
guns with the exception of two 10.2 om (4.0 inch) were ready
for action. Ncvertheless, under the fire of STRASSBURG =
that is, just & single German oruiser - the situation soon bve-
came 80 critical that only the irmediate attack of the destroy-
ers and the energetic support of FEARLESS sived the imperilled
British flagship from more severe damage end perhaps even cep-
ture by the enemy. This is expressly emphasized in the re-
port of Coumodore Tyrwhitt. Concerning the German fire effeot
he expresses himself as follows: "wo received & very severe
and almost accurate fire from this oruiser; salvo after sal o
was falling between 10 and 30 yards short, but not & single
shell struck; two torpedoes were 2lso fired at us, being well
directed, but short." Aside from the fact that STRASSBURG
fired no torpedoes whatsoever, this statement is also other-
wise contestable, If in faot no German shells hit, contrary
to the observations of STRASSBURG, it remeins a mystery why,
as is expressly emphasized, the situation had become oritical.
In any oase, however, the further stetement is inadmissable
thet STRASSBURG .us badly damaged by the 15 om (5,9 inch) bvet-
tery of ARETHUSA &nd the so-called splendidly directed fire
from FEARLESS, A8 previously mentioned, STRASSBURG received
all told only one hit in her numerous actions on 28 August
and thet one was & 15 om (5.9 inoh) ehell which d1d not burst.
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toward Heolijoland; moreover, she was prevented frorm renewing
the battle with ARETHUSA solely on ascount of other British

|

\
“\
not anparent from the British report. Hciever, one cannot (

The British report is also in error thut STRASSBURG r:tired : "]
!
foroes which appeared from the eastward. !

Wwhat forces STRASSBURG ¢n«igzed in her other actions is

go wrong in essuming that they were the detached light eruis-
ers of Li-ht Crulser Squadron I «nd isolated destroyers who
after pursuit of the boats of the outer German patrol line E
were seeking to join up with their bettlecruiser squadron. i.
These forces, likewise far superior in number, also avoided
decisive aoction with the single Gurman coruiser.

The report of Commodore Tyrwhitt also has other manifest k
errors. He meintains that ARETHUSA rcighted S.M.S. MAINZ four }
minutes after discontinuence of the action with STRASSBURG and
was engaged with her in battle, in which Lir-ht Cruiser Scuadron
I did not perticinate until 25 minutes later after MLINZ wus

already out of contral and in & burning and sinking condition.
Aotually the action ARETHUSA-MAINZ commenced et 12: 30 p.m. and 3
was altogether indecisive until the participation of the three

cruisers of the Lisht Cruiser Scuadron I, SOUTHAMPTON, BIRMING-

HAM &nd LIVERPOOL (12:;4% p.m.). MAINZ received her first hits

frou these oruisers; she finally fell & victim to their su-

periority, not however to ARETHUSA. How little the flagship

of Cormodore Tyr«hitt at this time was equal to destroydng @

Gorman oruiser fully capable to do battle, after she herself

hed been no match for a less powerful ship such as FRAUENLOB,

is readily apperent from the feot that, shortly after the first

meeting with STRASSBURG, the Cormodore eddressed various urgent 1
signals with the cry for help to Vice Admiral Sir Drvid Boatty.
Since a similar request for assistance was received at the

same time from Commodore K:v.s, the Co .ander of the Submarines,
on the destroyer LURCHER, Beatty at onoce dispatched the Lirht

Cruiser Scuadron, whioch with its three ships arrived just in
26<
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time to turn the battle with MAINZ in favor of the British.

Also, just before these arrived on the scene of action, fur-
ther disturbving signals were received from ARLTHUSA, in which
she reported the participation of & large Garmer. oruiser and
edvised that she was hard pressed and urgently needed assist-
ance. Presumably they had misteken STRASSBURG by reason of her
four stacks with one of our old ermored oruisers. Similar
signals were also received from the Co.mander of Flotilla I,
These radio calls for help do not hermonize with the descrip-
tion of the battle situation in the later report of Co.modore
Tyrwhitt, but they conform more nearly to the actual situation
than the latter., At any rtte they were adjfudmed so by the Co -
mander of the Brttle Cruiser Scusdron. The situation apneared
the more critical to the latter since the British light forces
at this time were between the Ju.de and the E's. Hirs judgment
wes undoubtedly correctgl) Consider the positions of the
German oruisers at 2 p.m, cnd their situation relative to the
British (see chart 29), Actually the British attack forces

in their retirement were completely encompassed by the five
German cruisers, .ith the unfavorable weather conditions &nd
the confused tacticul situation, it was @ picture of what
Gernman cruisers were accustomec to accomplish in the scouting
service. The fete of the British attack forces would in fact
have been seuled had not essistance speedily arrived. The de-
oision of the Commander of the British battlecruisers conformed
to the situation and resulted in the destruction of at least
three German ships.

(1) In this matter Beatty's report reads as follows: ''Shortly
after 12 noon (11 a.m, English time - translator), various sig-
rals having been received indicating that the Commodore (T) on
ARETHUSA and Commodore (S) were both in need of essistance,l
ordered the Light Cruiser Squedron to support the Torpedo Flo-
tillas. Later I received & signal from the Cormodore (T)
atating that he was being attacked by & lerge oruiser, and a
further signal informing me that he was being hard pressed and
asking for essistence. The Captain (D), First Flotilla, also
signalled that he was in need of help. From the foregoing the
situation appeared to me oritical. "
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when the requests for &assistance came in, Admiral Beatty

was already disturbed as to the whereabouts of tw>» shins of the
Light Cruiser Squedron which had previously been sent out but
had not yet roeturned. The signals received left the matter
in doubt. On the other hand, the last signal concerning the
sighting of a large cruiser seemed to indicate that even the
Light Cruiser Squadron would not be equal to the situation
withcut support. Consequently he advanced at once with the
battle ocruisers; because, if further support was now to heve
eany value, it must he, in his words, "overwhelming and ocerried
out at the hipghest speed possible." Thus the risk of danger
from enemy submarines had to be accepted desnite the meager
protection of only four destroyers., However, this could be
taken the more lightly as their own high speed made such ats
tacks difficult and the smooth sea was bound to facilitate
the timely discovery of the submerines. Yet their presence
was considered quite definite, for it was believed that three
submarines had attacked them about 12 noon, although at this
time all the German submarines were in Heligoland., However,
Beatty saw the most serious danger to his advance in the rp-
pearance of a German battleship squadron, although he honed
that such a one could not come out in time if he accomplished
his stroke with sufficient celerity.

Up to this time the British battleoruisers (LION, PRINCESS
ROYAL and QUETN MARY of Battleoruiser Squadron I, reenforced by
INVINCIBIL and NE{ ZEALAND) hed occupied & supporting position
about 30 miles to northward of the Ems. At 12:30 p.m. they
advanced under command of their admiral et maximum speed to
the eastward. Therewith disester approached the German ships.
At 1:15 p.m, they met FEARLESS e&nd Destroyer Flotilla I, who
were retiring to the westward. Then they sighted the Light
Cruiser Squadron in action with MAINZ bearing dead aheed -~
the latter alreedy appeared to be finished. Neither the no
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the British Admiral definitely establish whether or not battle-
eruisers still opened fire. at any rate, the battleocruisers
turned to northeast course soon after sighting LAINZ, since
renewed gunfire was heard in this direction.

There meeanwhile, e&s the British report continues, ARETHUSA
end Flotille III hed become engaged at long runge with enother
ocruiser of KOLBERG oless (it was KOELN). At 1:30 p.m. these
ships were sighted by LION - the Germun oruiser being to port
of the British battlecruisers (see chart 28)., Vice Admiral
Beatty at once hauled off to the eastward in order to cut off
this oruiser from Heligoland and at 1:37 he opened fire. At
the same time KOELN reversed course and attempted to escave
to Heligolend by passing ahead of the battlecruisers; but this
course soon had to be abandoned since she was being pursued by
ships meking from 27 to 28 knots and et 1:42 she turned away
to northwest. She still seemed to have Hope of escaping de-
struction, particularly when at 1:56 the battlecruisers sighted
another German oruiser with 2 stacks ocrossing their course end
they now turned their attention to this ship.(l) It was
ARIADNE; she was straddled by two salves from LION soon there-
after and set on fire by them. ifhen she disanpeared in the
fog in a burning and apparently sinking condition, the British
let her go. It appeared that the British Admiral had an im-
portant reason for doing so, since his destroyers had mean-
while reported that drifting mines hed heen observed farther
to the eastward., However, this was in error. Apparently they
mistook drifting eammunition cases, which were used on the
German ships as containers for shells, for mines, Drifting

of ARIADNE: KOELN wes temporarily relieved end wes lost to
sight by the British Ad:iral, or, as the report states, "the
Gsrmaén oruiser, standing to the northward, was being pursued
by the opponent and doubtless was saved only through the per-
tioipation of ARIADNE,"

o<

S|

. -
T VR

o g
]

- ey

———




- T P S

s

“r
mines were never laid by the German forces during the whole

war. The report sufficed, however, to prevent Bcatty from
advencing farther to the eastward. Besides, it was time to
comuence the retirement in order to effect the planned Jjunc-
tion of ull forces., Bufore doing so the oruiser, first taken
under fire, was to be completely destroyed; consequently the
battleoruisers made a wide turn to port to the reverse oourse.
Suvon KOELN wus sightud with battle flag still flying, steaning
at slow speed on course southeast, It follows that, when
KOELN observed that the British were directing their fire to-
ward the other side, she endeavored to disappear in the hazy
weather toward the opposite side. Her speed must have elready
have been reduced and she must have suffered severely, other-
wise the Admirel would not have partiocularly mentioned that
her flag was still flying when she came in sight at this time.
When KOELN saw the British squadron disapnear heading to the
northeastward, the cruiser attempted to cross astern of the
eneny without exrecting his sudden reverseal of course. The
fire of two turret: of the Biitish flegshin sufficed at the
very short range to sink the ship at 2:95 p.m. after being
struck by two sslvos. With the sinking of his flagship,
Rear Adiairal Leberecht Meuss was the first Gerrien Adriral to
die the dcath of 2 hero. as a matter of fect, he was killed
before the ship senk. with ‘him the torpedo service lost
one of its ablest leaders, to whom urnfortunately it was not
given to lead them in battle or in the night atteck on the
enemy. While KOELN wes meetinst her fate, STRASSBURG pussed
the enemy battleoruisers almost at the same time only four
miles away. Her fortunate escane was probably due to the
fact that the attention of the British shins at this time was
concentrated almost exclusively on the sinking KOELN.
Unfortunately the British in this case did not show the

same chivalry in resouing survivors as at the sinking of MAINZ.
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e T. be sure, &8s the British report states, the destroyers at-

tached to the battlesruisers were at once sent out for this

purpose, but they soon returned with the report that no one

was found. This contention was inadmisseble, £s will later
be proven.

Wdith the sinking of KJELN, the actions of the day oame
to an end. ithout having oprosed an enemy that Was properly
& match for them, the bettlecruisers turned to the northward
at 2:40 p.m. and covered the retirement of the other forces
until dusk. At this time it was agein erroneously reported
that submarine attacks were successfully eveded by ship maneu-
vers of NAUEEN MARY and the light cruiser LOWESTOFT. By 7 p.m.
all destroyers had rejoined or news had hbeen received as to
their whereabouts., Thereupon the battlecruisers with the
light oruisers covering their reuar altered course farther to
the northward "in accordance with the Co.mander-in-Cilef's
orders," It is to be assumed that they were to rejoin in
the northern North See with the Grand Flret, which was also
at sea on 28 August and at 7 a.m. was southeast of the Orkneys
in Let, 58° 20' N., Lung. 0° 20" W. .Jith an enti-submerine
screen of two flotillas and a cruiser socouting line, the latter
had edvanced to the southward, but e&pparently did not 2o south
of the 58° of latitude. at any rate about noon the fleet was
tn Let. 58° 19' ¥., Long. 0° 21 E.m At 8:45 LIVERPOOL ‘ith
7 officers and 79 men from MAINZ w~as detached to Rosyth. Other
work of salvage and rescue of own detached ships was left to
Rear Admiral A. H. Christian.

According to the plan of the admiralty, this officer wes
really to have hed command of the undertakings and was to sup-
port it solely with the following ships assigned to him; the
old armored oruisers, EURYALUS, BAGCHANTE, GREGSV, HOGUE,

- e e @ @ 9 Wm e ® ® ® W w e w @m W e m = & - - ® @ e e e = e -

(1) Purtioulers concerning Grand Flact have been taken from
the book THE GRAND FLELT by Adriral Viscount Jellicoe.
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in-Chief of the Grind Fleet, Adiiirel Jsllicoe, learned of the
operation, he raised strong objections on account of the to-
tally inadequate detail of supporting forces and as such he
placed at their disposal Vice Adiiiral Beoatty with his ships.
The outoome of the battle proved the wisdom of this measure.
Actually the o0ld, slow armored oruisers of Rear Aduiral
Christian did not get to participate. Whether the Admirel
with his ships was so far to the eastward,that the report of
STRASSBURG conéarning an ermored oruiser of SHANNON cless

mey be explained theredby, is doubtful. There is only a gen-
eral statement in the report that he also took up & support-
ing position to the westwerd so as to intercept enemy vessels
driven in that direction. According to him he did not com-
mence his advance to the eastward in order to support the
retiring light forces untii £:30 p.m. TFirst of all he fell
in with LURCHER tnd three other destroyers. LURCHER uas
present at the sinking of MAINZ and had gone alongside the
sinking ship and rescued 220 men, amongst whom were many
wounded. These were now transferred to BACCHANTE &nd CRESSY,
ahich returned to the Thames, while AMETHYST took the heavily
dameged destroyer LAUREL in tow. It seems that the latter
had already suffered severely in the action with V=187 and
later in the attacks on the German oruisers and hed received
not less than 5 fui. hits. T.e Cuptain wes seriously wounded,
the forward gun wes out of action, another hit broke the muin
steam line, the after stack was almost commletely knocked over-
board, and also the detonation of own ready emmunition had
caused further severe damage. In a desperate defence LAUREL
had expended all exceot 3 charges, when finally she was lying
helpless in the water and in danger "of being sent to the

bottom or captured.” ‘Only the partiocipation of own cruisers
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prematurely following an attuck on & Germen oruiser, She had
been hit by at least three shells, one of which put her genera-
tor out of action, while another one went through the smoke-
stack.

After the engegement of the battlecruisers, ARETHUS. had
meanwhile oontinued the retirement with 14 destroyers of Flo-
tille III and 9 destroyers of Flotille I, Af ter her speed
had gradually dropped to 6 knots, the ship became completely
out of control at 8 p.m. She had steam on only two bollers
and had to request assistance. This was rendered by the ar-
mored cruiser HOGUE, which took the ship in tow at 10:30 p.m.
and brought her safely back to the Thames where she finally
errived et 6 p.m., 29 August. Therewith the operations ceme

(: to an end.
Looking upon the operation &s a whole, there is no doubt
: but that it was a British visctory. ilhile the Biritish did not
suffer the total loss of a single ship or torpedoboat, the
Germans lost three light cruisers in addition to the torpedo-
boat V-187. The loss of KOFLN and MAINZ .as to be felt par-
tioularly hard because, even though they were not the most
modern German ocruisers, their loss was to be felt very soon
A1e to the small number of our light eruisers and the slow
/ accretions of new construotion for the scouting service. On
the other hand, the demage to the other ships and boats on
the German side was small, while that to the British oruisers,
ARETHUSA end FEARLESS and the destroyers, LIBERTY, LAERTES,
and LAUREL +us so heavy thet only timely essistance from their
supporting forces preserved them from certein destruction. In
. consequence, ARETHUSA had to be placed out of commission im-
mediately after arrivel in port. On the other hend, Light ¢

| (1) According to en article in the MORNING POST.
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_‘ﬁ—:L< Corresponding to ship losses, our personncl lossas were
— ’ considerably higher than that of the British. On XOTI1M «lone
wa lost, in addition to the Commander of the Torpedoboats,
Rear Adwiral Laberecht Maass, 22 officers end 484 petty of-
ficers and men, and from MAINZ 12 officers and 336 men were
taken prisoner. The total losses for this day were as fol-
lows: killed 712, wounded 149, captured by the British 381,
emongst the letter were numerous wounded. Particulurs are
given in the following table:
: Officers -
SHIP tilled captured | wounded
ARIADNE 3 - 2
KOELN 22 - A
MAINZ [ 12 -
FRAUENLOB - - 2
STETTIN 1 - 1
(‘ \ OO - 3 -
2 V-l - —_—— -
=25 - - - )
¢ D~ 2 - 1
o Total 34 15 6
Yerrent O07fcers, Midship. Pa%tr Officers and Men
men, Officer candidates _ L e s o ox e e i
% SHIP .Jkilled | oaptured | wounded ] kille.dj- oaptured | wounded
ARIADNE o - 3 61 - 60
KOELN 17 - = a6y - =
MAINZ 9 5 - 74 331 -
) FRAUENLOD 1 - - 8 - 26
STETTIN 1 - - 2 - 13
V-l 9 1 - - 23 30 14
V-1 - - - 1 - 2
T-33 - - - 2 - 6
| p-8 - - ’ 11 - 19
, Toi TR BT TGS T T o

1 Thus we have & typical picture of losses as they are sus-
tained in naval battles, that is, & much larger proportion in

' the number of killed to the wounded and a similar proportion
in the losses of deok personnel as compared to engineers and

! articifers, @ very high percentage of killed and wounded of-
. 1C4<
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ficers und finally tge frequent ioés of the whole ocrew when a
ship is sunk. The number of prisoners taken on 28 August is
exceptionally lerge, since the enemy was rnot disturbed in the
resocue of the MAINZ personnel by the errivel of other German
forces.

Co..pered to these figures, the British losses are infini-
tesmal if the particulars e&s published are complete. However,
these are for the present contradictory in some respects. Thus
in an article in NAVY AND ARMY ILLUSTPATED of 7.Novembei,1914,
they are given as less than 70 men all told, while according to
the news service from Poldhu of 1 Suntember there were killed
alone 69 men and according to further information there were on
ARETHUSA not less than 96 woundeu and 9 dead, and on the de-
stroyer LAUREL 22 killed and wounded. Anongst others, the
Ceptain of the destroyer LIBERTY and the signal officer of Conm-
modore Tyrwhitt were killed, The meager British losses require
further explanation oconsidering the bitter German defence in
all single actions and the firing which was certainly good.
They are to be explained in part thaet the German ships and
bcats, which were in the battle, were frequently materielly
older and in all cases considerably weaksr in armament than
their corresponding opponent.

In German naval construction it was the aim to meintain
the necessary balance of building weights at the expense of
size of gun ca’.ibers and in favor of ability to remein efloat
end to take punishment, as well as in fuvor of the number of
guns. During the years 1909 to 1912 the fleet demanded that
the light oruiser must be able to teke under fire simultaneously
two torpedoboats on each side for defence against hostile night
torpedoboat attacks. For this reason the desired and much
discussed inorease cf caliber was shelved in the summer of 1911,
but by reason of further copsiderations 1t was taken up egain

in the summer of 1912. The transition from 10,2 (4 inch) to
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15 om (5.9 incﬁ) for the light oruiser had not been accomplished
in the British Navy until 1910 and it resulted in & considerable
inoreuse in displacement and cost, The mixed armament of two
15 om (5.9 inch) snd ten 10.2 em (4 inch) of the BRISTOL oless
(1909) was not copied on account of the attendant gunnery dis-
advantages. The simulteneous fire control of two different
calibers proved to be unfeesible. There appeareé¢ to be less
objection to the demends of the fleet for the temporary reten-
tion of the smaller caliber, since & close tactical coordina-
tion of the light oruisers with the battlecruisers could be
counted on in the majority of battle situations. The fighting
power of the heavier ships should sunnlement the weaker light
forces.

This point of view &lso governed in the choice of mzun
caliber for the torpedoboats. By day the torpedoboats were to
carry the torpedo aguinst the enemy line under the fire nrotec-
tion of battleships and cruisers. A heavier armament would have
been possille only with @& considerabls increae in displacement.
However, this would have meant impairing their nmaneuverability
and thereby also reducing their chances in night attacks. In
their construction the Torpedoboats were to be considered us &
orecial type exclusively devoted to their muin weavpon.

On the other hand the British torpedotott destroyer, éas
its name indicates, was built primerily for attacking the hos-
tile torpedoboats. Jhen therefore the German boats alone and
without the protection of more heavily armed ships confronted
the enemy destroyers on 28 August, the large superiority of
each individuel British ship as ocompared to the German nust
naturally meke itself felt at once., The British destroyer was
20 to 507 larger than the German boat of the same age with three
10.2 om (4 1noh)?%a1. guns and one machine gun as compered to
two 8.8 om (3.5 inch) 30 cel guns and four machine zuns. Thus

it is understandable that the situation for the German boats
4C6<
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mitted the British to fire at longer ranges; while the effect
of the Germen 8.8 om (3.5 inch) shells wes insufficient to
either stop or sink a destroyer. Being also superior in speed,
the British destroyers were such dengerous opponents thet the
Germean boats hed to depend on the protection of the cruisers
during the actions of this day, without on their part achieving
results worthy of note. Even granting the correctness of a
one-sided development of the torpedoboat for the night attack
and the messed attack on the enemy line by dey, the experience
of this day aroused misgivings that, with destrovers warding
off the atteck of German torpedoboats in battle, the latter
would hardly be able to bring their torpedoes to bear against
the real target - the enemy dattle line.

It had also been.shown thet a single light cruiser
eould offer the boats only seant protection because it was
too difficult to bring her guns to bear effectively egainst a
farge number of destroyers; in the first action of STETTINM
it was almost impossible even to designate the point-of-aim,
Probably similar observations were also mede by the enemy. Thus
it became necessary for both parties to outfit the cruisers
with special means for designating point-of-aim. As such, it
was proposed to provide electrical train indicators whioch would
permit the firecontrol officer to automatically bring all guﬁs
or. the same angle of train directly from the fire oontrol sta-
tion.

The experiences of 28 August further indicated that the
British weapons on éhis dey had been unable to bring about the

sinking of a single ship or boat entirely due to their own fire .

effect. MAINZ had remained afloat for about an hour even after
the torpedo hit, and, as far &s could be determined, her armored
deck had not been penetrated. ARIADNE and V-187 ulso 4id not

g0 down until after the opening of the sea valves, the explosion
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On the other hand, one must admit that greater damage to the
opponent would have been done head our cruisers, like those of
the British TOWN class, been armed with 15 om (5.9 inoch) in-
stead of 10,5 om (4.1 inch) guns and our torpedoboats with
10.5 om (4.1 inoch) instead of 8.8 cm (3.5 inch) guns. That
several enemy destroyers escaped destruction even after six
or more hits, as was .definitely established in two instances
by the Executive Officer of MAINZ, is to be explained solely
by the relatively small gun caliber of our ocruisers and tor-
pedoboats. In addition, in two oceses,Germen shells, prcbably
those with inner ignition, passed through the bow and steck
of & destroyer without bursting. To be sure, such casws were
oonsiderably more frequent with British ammunition. According
to the report of STRASSBURG, almost haelf of the enemy shells
did not burst. All of the British 10.2 om (4 inch) shells

. seemed to be cast-iron projectiles filled with black powder

and had a very small bursting effect; consequently the lerge
weight of shell was soercely more noticeable ipn its effect on
the target than the lighter German projectile.

Probaedbly the primary purpose of the British underteking
wes to give to the world proof of the battle readiness of the
British fleet since the initiative up to this time had mani-
Testly lain with the much wesker German fleet. .ithout depert-
ing from her true fundamental of the strategic defensive, the
challenge of the German oruisor, mine and submarine operations
was to be answered. The British fleet was to show that the
old, glorious tfaditions of their Navy still lived, even though
the changed conditions of modern navel warfare no longer per-
mitted them to occupy thelr time-honored position directly off
the ports of the enemy. If in so doing, they were successful
in entioing the German capital ships out of their enforced and

irksome idleness and if they could first of all deamage the
1C86<
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teking, any possible failure had to be avoided and own hazaerd
reduced to & minimum. For this reascn, a bombardment of the
German coaestal fortifications, particularly those of Heligo-
land, which were deemed to be impregnabl:, was not considered.
Moreover, the undertaking wes oonsidered solelv as & lightning
raid on the German patrols, whose positions had been thoroughly
and successfully ascertained by submerines, The means con-
formed to the purpose; by utilizing the tactical advantuges,
which in such cases, particularly in naval warfere, fall to
the lot of the attacker, they were enabled to enter into all

individual actions of this day with prodigious superiority.

]

Nevertheless, the success of this deay hung by & hair, because
the German oruisers through the keennessof their crews, the

good training, the efficiency of the officers and the energy

of the Commanding Officers showed that they could meet even this
superiority to such &n extent that the attacks on the Germarn
potrol line almost resulted in failure. The flagship of the
British attack forces, ARETHUSA, was heavily dumaged and prac-
tically put out of action in the battle with the much older

jfv”f* b,

and more weakly armed FRAUENLOB, while the attecker had been
able to bag only a single toroedoboat of the patrol line.
. . Furthermore, STRASSBURG and STRALSUND fought creditably ageinst

‘ foes who were at all’ times superior. Finally the retiring at-
tackers found themselves enveloped by the German light cruis-
ers in the afternoon, and complete annihilation threatened
them. Arriving jJust in time and extraordinarily smiled upon
by luck, the battlecruisers and Light Cruiser Squadron I in
formation decided the day in Great Britein's favor.

It is sad to relate that the Germen spirit of the of-

fensive itself was to bring them disaster here, because after

1

4

the endangered patrol flotillas had been dbrought to security Q
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The responsibility therefor liégfaith the cruiser Capteins,
whose initiative and offensive spirit can only be acclaimed,
then with the High Commend. Even if the directions for naval
warfare presoribed independent action on the part of the oru-
isers, those in high comnand should have drawa the line ageinst
this independent advance due to the weather conditions which
?erg kngwn.sinoe }1:30 a,m. and due to the low water which pre-
vented their timel& re;ﬁfor;ement by heavy forces, Tne fleet
did not oonsider that stronger forces were backing up the at-
tackers; on the contrary, the order to MAINZ - an individuael
oruiser - to attack the enemy in the rear indicates how grevely
they were deceived as to the strength of the resistence to be
expected. According to statements of the Fleet Commander in
his memorandum concerning the conduct of the High S@as Fleet
in the first half year of war, he, &s well as the Commander of
the Socouting Forces, assumed that in this case Britigh light
forces only had to be dealt with, just as we on our peart had
up to that time executed advances to the Enz.ish uoast only
with minelayers, light cruisers and torpeloboats. In the first
telegraphic battle report of the Fleet Commander to the Emperor,
the heavy losses are ascribed next to the unfavorability of the
weather conditions to "the long suppressed battle ardor and the
indomitable will of your Majesty's ships to get at the enemy."
In this regerd it should be emphasized that the cruiser Cap-
tains, onoce they had been ordered to give chase, did the right
thing. when, then, in the hazy weather they suddenly found
themselves opposed to a superiority, it was no longer possible
in most instances to escape due to the inferior speed of our
light oruisers as compered to their dattlecruisers.

To be sure, the cruiser Captains had left the High Commend
in doudbt as to an important factor in estimating the situation.
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not one of the ships at sea reported the deoreasing visibility
and the presence of fog. Since it was entirely clear in the
river mouths, the High Command dealt with false premises in
this respect unknowingly and unblamably. Furthermore, the ques-
tion has arisen, whether 1t would not have been expedient
to send out to sea in support at leést Squadron II at about
9 a.m. when according to the radio reports the actions to the
northwestward of Heligoland were at their height. In contrast
to the capital ships this squadron was not hindered by eny navi-
gational difficulties from stending out. However, even with
all possible haste, this squedron could not heve arrived with
four ships in square 116 epsilon, the focal point of the oru-
igser actions, until 2:30 p.m. There, according to all indi-
cations, they would have collided with the five British battle-
ocrulsers with just as much surprise as did the light cruisers.
Still the outcome of an action between the most modern capital
ships &and 0ld battleships could not be & matter of doubt. The
engagement of these ships would in the end heve led to their
destruction, perhaps after heavy damage to the opponent.

The lessor for the future that was drewn from the battle
of 28 hLugust was that patrol foroces were to retire at once upon
sighting superior hostile forces to within sur range of Heligo-
land or into the river mouths, so as to deny the British any
further successes against the light forces, In his battle re-
port of 30 August the Fleet Commander expresses himself there-
on as follows:

"The inoursion of enemy forcec into the German Bight on
28 August represents a well-prepared undertaking carried out
with large means. The advance was favored in & high degree
by the preveiling weather and reduced visibility. It is to be

assumed that the British submarines whioh have repeatedly been
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waited for weather with reduced visibility, such es preveiled
on this day. Also it seems they took into agccount the offen-
sive spirit presumed to exist in the “Yerman fleet. We should
drew & serious lesson therefrom. As hard as it mey Se, we r
should hold back own forves &s far as possible in similar opere-
tions of the enemy, or we should put out at once with the whole
fleet and run the risk of possible losses by hostile submerines.
If and when the enemy comes, he will apvneer only with his most
modern forces and with such & superiority thet he will be se-
cured in any case from a serious reverse.

"Wwith similar weather and visibility conditions we must
reckon with the repetition of such, or sinilar, undertekings.
We must take such measures that no attack objeotives wath men-
tioning will fall prey to enemy superiority in such advances
before the decisive battle, if the nature of the underteking .
is not such 2 one as to require full employment of all forces,

as for instance; an attempt to block the Jade or similar opera-

il

tions."
wWwith the order to the patrol fcrces to retire at once in

the event of new attaoks, the main point of the question had

not been touched because without the immediate employme nt of

the capital ships the danger of rolling up the patrol forces

by faster, and numerically superior, enemy ships even in clear

weather remained the same as before. The mistake of utilizing

light forces in positions relatively far advanced from own bases

while at the same time holding back the cepital ships in the

river mouths had not yet been clearly recognized.

In this oconneoction the stetements of some of the torpedo-
boat Commanders, which were in the battle of 28 August, are in-
teresting. Thus the Commander of Torpedoboat Half-Flotille I,
c:;mmannor Tegtmeyer, expresses himself es follows: "The rela-

tively large distance of the patrol 1iine from Heligoleand as a
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base is disadvantageous for the torpedoboats. Also the support
of own cruisers was not found until right close to Heligoland.
Hed the'weather been more hazy and the flotille less fast,
these disadvantages would have been even more serious. From
the point of view of the flotilla it is therefore expedient to
draw in the patrol line closer to Heligoland even by day and to
hold the flotilla oruisers in readiness there."

Similarly the Captein of G-9, Lieutenant Commander Anschiitz
states: "It is fortunate that on this day FlotillesI eand V were
on watch and on the patrol line, because they could to some ex-
tent equel the speed of the British destroyers."

another Commending Officer believes that if two or three
Light oruisers had been stationed on eech flank of the patrol
line it would have been an easy matter to roll up the whole line
of British cruisers and destroyers, and therefore he holds that
such a strengthening is urgently necessary for dey and night
security. The Commender of Tlotilla V goes even further in
hotding that armored cruisers are necessary for the support
of the patrol line. Yet, oddly enough, in no war log, not even
4n one of a Squadron Commander, is there reference made to the
fact thet the reverse which hed been suffered was due less to
the individual measures of the day than to the weakness of the
system, That this was actually the case may be shown by the
following consideretions:

One might strengthen the patrols ever so much with light
oruisers and even with capital ships, yet it elweys remains pos-
sible for the opponent, after prior reconnaissance which neces-
sarily is done by submarines more or less schematically, to ad-
vance against the patrol line in & definitely predetermined poe.

sition, surprising it with @ superiority before reenforocenents

can nrr;ve. This view was shered by the Chief of the l'aval Steff, -

v. Pohl. He broached the subject to the E.peror after 28 hugust,

without, however, seeking to effect a change of the system in
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forces; this wes limited by the pumber orf availéble ships, the
necessity of relieving them for fueling, material overhaul and
rest for the crew. In addition the denger of submearines warned
against the employment of capital ships in fixed patrol positions,
The weakness which the attacker olearly recornized thus lay in
the system 1tself. Thereby, however, it was feared that with
the repetition of such attacks "the equelization of forces"
sought by the Germans must, slowly but surely, result to our
disadvantage. Consequently it should be determined whether

the effectiveness of the existing seourity was commensurate in
any way with the employment and expenditure of energy, or
whethar security could not be attained more easily and more ex-
pediently by other means. The first question must be answered
in the negative, the second in the affirmative.

A4S 28 August oclearly proved, a penetretion of enemy sub-
marines into the German Bight as far as off the river mouths
could not be prevented despite a triple line of craft and con-
sequently the latter could in no wise fulfill their primery
purpose. In addition, due to the large intervals between the
singly stationed torpedoboats, they lacked &ny power of re-
sistance to even the weakest craft. On the other hand, the
apprehension of enemy submaerines penetrating to positions off
the river mouths hed proved to be exeggerated. The thought
that the enemy would maintain a closer watch on the German Bight
had unconsciously figured in building up this organization.
Certain persons took the eppearence of the British forees on
28 August to mean that the latter were instituting a close
blockade forthwith. However, after opinion gradually became
settled as to the real disposition of the British fleet and the
evaluatior. of the submarine danger, & fundemental chenge of the
system for securing the German Bight had to be made. The se-

curity ocould no longer stretch out beyond the range of the guns
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this meant also a large saving of personnel and meteriel. Mine-
fields must take the place of the far advanced patrol lines.
If the former were laid out in the mein approach directions,
it was certain that sooner or later the enemy would suffer
losses, above all in submarines, and make his further opera-
tions hazardous. The farther outside of Heligoland these fields
were laid, the more they must come &as & surprise to the enemy,
while own forces could pass around or avoid these fields more
easily than the enemy by means of certain navigetional measures.
The Commander of the Scouting Forces at once advocated
such minefields, based or. his argument that the disadvanteges
due to hampering own forces were far outweighed by the advan-
tages. The oconsideration of the Naval Staff that such measures
would unfavorably affect the freedom of maneuver of own fleet
was pertinent only so long as one could expect that the enemy
would give battle ir the vicinity of Heligoland. 1In view of
the defensive conduct of the opponent this expectetion could no
longer be entertained; all factors favored securing the deploy-
ment area of own fleet in the Heligoland Bight by minefields.
Therefore the Fleet Commender endorsed the proposition of the
Commander of the Scouting Forces and, after the necessary pre-
liminary work had been accomplished, had minefields laid near
Heligoland in September - of these more will be said later on.
Aoocording to the proposal of the Commender of the Scouting
Forces, airpleres, airships and submarines were to undertake
the watch of the minefields as well as the distant reconnsissance
beyond gun renge of the bases in order to have timely informe-
tion of the approach of hostile forces. The Commancer of the
Scouting Forces proposed the oconstant maintenance of & submeariue
line advanced about 60 miles by a considerable number of sub-

marines. Considering the total number of submerines, this
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Due to the planting of minefields for the protection of
the German Bight, the lerger part of the light surface forces
beceme available for other tasks. Instead of being tied to &
vatrol line, they ocould more than ever make advances, support-
ing the distant scouting of airships and airplanes according
to the weather and visibility conditions. These advances had
to be varied continually as to extent, form und composition of
forces., Besides, the torpedoboet flotillas by unexpected and
altogether irregular advances could make the stay of hostlle
submarines in the inner Germen Bight considerebly more diffi-
eult than heretcfore, when the former were held on & fixed
petrol line. This largely incieased the fighting strength
of forces gathered for an advance &nd offered the possibility
of attacking &t ohce with adequate means or of inflicting
losses on the opvonent during the retirement. At any rate it
otrerggfgggspeots of bringing about the desired equalization
of forces than had the former procedure. However, one thing
was absolutely necessary. In such cases, there must be at
sea for the support of the torpedoboats not only light cruisers
but also capital ships.

In this connection the following was to be considered:

The 28th of August had shown that the British would come, 1if

at all, only with fast and heevy forces. Thus, 1i own battle-
cruisers or a squedron of bettleships were now sent out to sup-
port own scouts at sea, an action of cepital ships could de-
velop at any time. It would be iifficult to break off such én
engagement after damege had been received. In such event,
however, the participation of further squadrons was inevitable,
and a battle would ensue, perhaps under conditions unfavorable
to us or at a time which did not conform to the wishes of our

political leaders. The restrictions of the German naval conduct
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nurvn Sea. inus 1T came avout that the capital ships were held
back, as expressed therein.

However, the most serious after-effeat of 28 Avgust wes
psychological rather than material. On the light oruisers
and torpedoboats, the lack of support by the heavy forces
was felt the more bitterly because, with the power of resist-
ance of even the older battleships, their gunnery proficiency
as well as the thorough training of the crewe, there anpeared
to be not the slightest doubt that had the strength relation-
ship been Jjust a little more favorabls it would have been a
Germen victory. for the most diverse, and frequently im-
proper, reason, the High Command was held responsible that
this had not been the cése, Added to the disannointrment thet
any offensive activity remeined denied to the capital ships
ceme the feeling, difficult to sheck, that they were not led
with sufficient energy in the defensive ts well. Onu was in-
6lined to estimate the losses suffered and therewith the British
victory higher then they deserved. Instead of looking for the
mistakes first of all in the orrenization of the service of
security, many within the fleet sought to prove shortcomings
and negligence in particulars and at the same time to excggerate
them. These are all typical manifestations of &n unfortunate
outcome to the first engagement with the enemy. It required
some time until these psychological consequences of the battle
were overcome. Hcwever, above and beyond all else, 1t was
brought home to the German Nivy that tha crews of every in-
dividuel ship and torpedoboat hed menfully undergonre their
beptizm of fire und, when their ship was doomed, met the end
with heroic spirit of sacrifice. Consequently the spirit of
the offensive of the Girmen forces had not suffered as a re-

sult of the impressions of 28 August, that was shown already
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wwuwwvaves vuT 199V UUuIBNUET 36NS6a Correci.y the senti-
ments of the crews when he reported the following to the Em-
peror: "However heavy the losses, this first collision with
the enemy gave proof of the eagerness to do battle, the tenaoity
8nd the highest personal courage of all hands on your Majesty's
ships and boats; confidence in own ability has not been shaken
but rather it has grown."”

Even the men, who suffered most severely under the enemy's
fire, actually had only one desire, to get at the enemy &s soon
as possible and to revenge their fallen comrades.

This description of the first serious encounter with the
enemy in the North Ssa cannot be concluded without presenting
a8 few important particulars regarding the various sinkings of
ships. Despite the freocuent chivalrous conduct of the British
and despite their recognition of the extraordirary bravery of
the Germans, yet even at that time the British attempted to
revile their opponent and to lower him as much as possible in
the eyes of the world by press propéganda. Unfortunately the
Germans at that time did not appreciate sufficiently the ef-
fectiveness of these attempts to engender hete apgainst us
throughout the world.

Thus in the British revort the participation of STETTIN
&fter the sinking of V-187 provides, under complete misinter-
pretation of the motives, the welcome opportunity to nlece
British humanity in a favoratle light us comnared to the al-
leged Gorman disregard of the usages of war amongst civilized
peoples, &s is shown by the following quotation, "sur destroy-
ers hed been fired upon by a German cruiser during their act
of mercy in savins the survivors of the German destroyers!”

How the situation appeared in reality is shown beyond all doubt
in the report of the Captain of STETTIN; he had no idea of the
work of rescue of the British boats. It is manifest that

the latter might just as well have been engaged in salvaging
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not be lost to inflict Iurthér qumage ON TUTN8 ENtily. iUSIO wwe
no indication whatsoever that thse boats were engaged in rescuing
survivors. Due to sighting the enemy destroyer at short range
by reason of the poor visibility, STETTIN was in considerable
danger of being promptly torpedoed by them. In addition, as

is admitted in the British report, at this instant the British
submarine E-4 actually leunched an attack on the cruiser, to be
sure, unsuccessfully. Accordingly the Captain of STETTIN could
not have done otherwise., It was his duty to take up the battle,
however much the unfortunate meeting is to he regretted by the
Germans, in that u work of humanity was unwittingly interrupted
thereby. Yet the British Cormender-in-Chief at thet time,
Admiral Vviscount Jellicoe, renews the reproach in his book con-
ocerning the operations of the "Grand Tleet" five years after

the event had transpired. 1!leanwhile the facts should have been
perceived in their true light. Nevertheless he comveres this
instance to the truly chivalrous action of Commodore Keves in
rescuing the survivors of MiLINZ with the remerk: "Even thus
early im the War the difference between the behaviour of British
and German seamen was noticeable.”

A German witness of the events attendine the sinking of
KOEIN 1s available. It muy be irksome to the British that a
survivor of this ship should have presented himself to gainsay
on essential points the report of Admirel Beatty and to direct
strong accusations against the conduct of the British on this
occasion. The report of Beatty concernine the sinkine of KOELN
reads as follows: "LION opened fire with two turrets, and at
1:35 p.m. (English time), efter receiving two salvos, she (KOELN)
sank.

"The four attached destroyers were sent to pick up survi-
vors, but I deeply regret that they subsequently reported that

they searched the area but found none."
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was picked up by torpedobvoats of our patrol line. He was found
drifting around among cornses in litejuckets of this ship. He
provided the following information:

"./hen Neumann oeme on deck, KOELN had been rendered out of
control by a hit on the engine. lost of the officers, among
others Rear Admiral Maass, Liesutenants Seydlitz and Braun, had
been killed ; Captain ileidinger commanding hed been seriously
wounded. Upon the order "All hands abandon shin" about 250 men
gathered on the quarterdeck; among them were Chief Engineer
Liepmann, Paymaster Gelbke and a few Lieuvtcnants, Three hurrahs
were given and the fleg song was sung. Stoker Neumenn continues
his story as follows: "Then, following the example of a lead-
ing stoker, we said good-bye to the Chief Engineer. Then the
order wes given "4ll hends cbandon ship." Thereupon w2 screwed
the covers on the cartridge cases, threw hammocks overboard and
then jumped overboard ourselves. When I had drifted about 100
meters away from the ship, a white smoke-cloud shot high out of
the forecastle and then another from the poon, no explosion.
First the bow came out of the water; then, following the white
smoke-cloud from the poop, the stern with rudder and propellers;

then the ship listed over to port and sank.(l)

The British
ships remeined on the spot until she senk, made no effort to
rescue survivors and then steamed away. The British could
reedily have done 0, because @ large number of men remained
afloat for several hours. On the next day I saw close around
me 60 men apparently still living. One after the other these
fell prey to the sea." Neumann was able to stay afloat only by
using twc lifejackets and & piece of cork. On the day of his

rescue, he with five men,emongst them the Paymaster and & mach-
ist, were able to get ahold of the riddled wherry of KOELN. Yct

(1) Thus the ship was anparently blown up by her own crew and
broke in two amidships.
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one after the other of these were overcome by hunger and ex-
haustion.

The real reason for the imvomprehensible action of the
British destroysers is not contained in the official British
report. Huwever, they appear to be disclosed in the report
of a British naval officer, which in other respects also rings
true and which shows & chivalrous and humanitarian conception.
H: saw with his own eyes from a destroyer the sinking of KOELN.
Ho writes as fOllOWs(l):

"KOELN fwred even worse than MAINZ, Tne whole ship was in
flames and wes completely enveloped in heavy smoke. But the
remarkably brave crew would not yet give up the fight. Only
three guns could still be used and the ship itself was a oom=
plete wreck. However, the heroic German seamen refused in any
case to strike the flag. Ater our oruisers had silenced the
guns on KOELN, tiwy withdrew and sent up the destroyers to as-
sist thossremaining on board. Ho ‘ever, when the guns opened
up on us again, LION was forced to sink our valient foe. We
looked on with real regret because she had mede such a splendid
defense ageinst great odds. When she sank, LION sisnalled te
us to hasten to the scene of action and rescue as many of the
German orew as possible. Just as we were ready to put our
boats into the water, however, a submarine was seen, so that
we were foroced to leave & few poor devils to their fate. Had
we remained, the submerine would certainly have sent us to the
bottom."

However, it is in error that they were only "a& few poor
devils," as there were about 250 men. Furthermore, it is in

error that & German submarine was in the vicinity because all

(1) From the Swedish newspaper DAGENS NYHETER of 11 Ootober,
1914. Translator's note:- This quotation was apparently trens-
lated from English into Swedish, then into Germen, and now again
into English. The original oannot be found for verification.
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F the GermMes'were 8t ﬂuﬂgolana at %his time. Even‘ -1

___.'*';_,A" ' 80 it 1s not necessary to assume that the mere sighting of @ - o
German submarine should be a legitimate excuse for failing to

rescue the German survivors. The recognition of German bru-
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veS3PIR %8s report end the good intention to help which avubt-
less follows from this recognition speak against it. However,
this argument is lacking in the official report, ard in place
thereof is a ocrude misrepresentation founded on the erroneous
assumption that no witnesses would survive to disvute same,
Thus cne can 3ee how even at that time the libeling of the !
German conduct of war Iin contrast with the so-celled humenity
of the British methods was considered one of the most effect-
ive means or the enemy's conduct of war and everything pos-
& sible was done to avoid the publication of incidents which did
' not conform thereto.

29

e e e

Only in this way ocan we explain the malevolent contention
in the official British report as well as in the announcements
of British representatives in neutral countries that Germen
officers had fired at their own people with their revolvers,

especially at those swimming in the water to prevent them

from being picked up by British rescue boets. The DAILY
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By CHRONICLL gives &s the reason for this action of the Germen
; B officers, which at first glanoe seemed altogether incompre-
hensible, that under the stress of bettle they were no longer
mentally responsible. It was alleged that British naval of-
ficers with their own eyes had seen German sailors shot in this
way; also it was claimed to be definitely estoblished that cer-
tain rescued men had wounds of such & nature. How these wounds
wevre actually received 1s explained most clearly in the report

’ of lLieutenant Jasper oconcerning the events which transpired

e o et

after the sinking of Vv-187. He states in this report:
"Some of the men were picked up by the British destroyers
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row-boat after I had been swimning for & few minutes. This
boat had three other rmen of the orew of V-187 on board.

"after the boat had waited around inactive for & lons
time emongst several men swimming in the water, it fiﬁally
returned to the destroyer upon signal from her. At this in-
stant a German light oruiser opened fire on the destroyers.
The British orew of the row-boat went on board their destroy-
er. I refused to go on board with my three men, so as not
to be taken prisoner-of-war. The British destroyer started
away at high speed. A British seaman threw off the bow line -
apparently by mistake. another British seaman saw that our
boat was beginning to drift astern, and threw a loaded pro-
Jectile into it. It lay where it fell without exploding.
Several revolver shots wers also fired at us with no effect.

"I picked up 16 more survivors with my British row-boat.

"Another British row-boat under the command of a British
officer had likewise been left behind by the destroyers. 1In
this was lLisutenant Braune with several survivors.

"After some time & helf-submerged British submerine ocame
in our vieinity from the eastward. She surfaced and took
aboerd the British orew of the one row-boat und Lieutenant
Braune. I kept my distance from the submarine and took off
my coat, so as not to be recognized as an officer und tuken
prisoner. The submarine then ran up close and inquired whether
any British cr officers were on board. e made no answer. The
submarine, whioch had the designation E-4 on the bow, submerged
eand disappeared to the westward.

"Another small British boet, in which were five more sur-
vivors of V-187, Joined me.

"T estimate that from 10 to 20 =urvivors were picked up

‘by the British destroyers. The rest of the ocrew, 20 to 30 men,

were dead or seriously wounded when the completely riddled boat

went down in square 133 epsilon right center *®%**¥x»
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"I would like to mention with preise the conduct of tor-
pedo-seamen Kleemann and Klosters. They were picked up by @&
destroyer but, when the Germen cruiser approached they Jjumped
overboard under a spirited pistol fire of the British and
thus escaped being teaken as prisoners-of-war."

This description gives an altogether different picture of
the conduct of the German officers and men. ./e must note with
admiration that to the last these resisted with &ll their mieht
being taken prisoners despite the threat of pistol shots to
the risk of their lives; this, some of ther: were successful in
doing.

at that time the Germans had no understandine of British
calumny; it was difficult to perceive its purnose. Now, &after
the attendant manifestations of the Germen collapse, we nust
eveluate altogether differently 2ll these individugl efforts
to create & barrier between the German officers and men end
we recognize with astonishment how early this cleer-sighted
work of our opponent wag undertaken in their direction in the
press., As a characteristic document showine the morel depth
and nature of this poisoning as it was carried out even at the
beginning of the war, appendix 20 quotes &an article from DAILY
MAIL of 11 September, 1914, concerning alleged hevnenings on
board MAINZ during the asction. The best refutation of the
slander against the spirit of the German crews expressed there-
in may perhaps be the description of the sinking of !L.INZ by
a British naval officer, who gives his impressions in & press
report as follows:

"MLINZ was exceedingly lrave, The last that I saw of her
was & complete wreck; amidships she was & smoking hell, yet one
gus forward and one aft were still hurling deeth and destruc-
tion. So she reminded one of & wild cat crazed with wounds,”

This report tells the whole story. No orew will fight

like that, if they can be held to the performance of duty only
124<
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by the pistols of the officers.

Nevertheless the carefully planned nature of such calumny
was not perceived by us at that time. When this article umongst
others became known in the Neval Steff &nd consideration was
given by it as to whether it should bve given to own press in
order to show with what means of falsehood the opponent worked,
the then Chief of the Naval Staff, Admirel v. Pohl, under this
provocation wrote: ".Jhy? Don't pay any attention to 1t!”

Tris neglect to combat the campaign of lies waged against
us with all means of psychology and in the press of the whole
world finally beceme one of the reasons for our inner dissolu-
tion.

How, in condrast to these misrepresentations,the reletion-
ship between the German officers and men actually was, how they
tried to outdo each other in works of mere¢y, is best shown in
the events which trunspired with the sirking of ARIAD!IE. Thus
in closing a few words will be devoted thereto. The Civtein
of DANZIG reports as his own observation the following:

"Lisutenant, junior grede, Garnich of S.!1.S. DANZIG rent
alongside the bow and was the first to climb up ontc the fore-
castle by means of a line hanging over the side. He was fol-
lowed by seamen first class Graul of S,!,S. DANZIG :nd & mach-
inist's mate of S.!1M.S. aRIADNL,who hed previously been picked

up out of the water. I do not remember the name of the latter,

"Hiving arrived on the forecastle of S,!M.S. ARIADNLE, tie
three rescued two seriously wounded nen by securing them to
lines and lowering them into the boat. Before doing so, Lieu-
tenant, junior grade, Girrich cut off a leg of one of the se-
riously wounded men with a knife,as it hung only on a remnant
of flesh and skin and otherwise it would have heen impossible
to transport this wounded man.

All three men undertook the work of rescue with greatest

danger to their lives, as the ship was burning hard under the
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forecastle and continued explosions took nlace.

"The determination and devotion shown deserve, in my opin-
ion, special recognition.

"The conduct of the crew of ARTADNE was superb. i/hen S.l}.S.
DANZIG ceame alongside to help, it seemed that everything in the
below-decks compartments of the tattered shin was on fire. Con-
tinued explocsions of amnmunition hurled long sheets of fire,
shell fragments and splinterz to ell sides.

"4 large part of the crew stood or lay wounded on the fore-
castle. Another part, among them many wounded, were on deck
amidships. The Captain with other officerc and a few men of
the signal foroce stocd on the brildge and remained there to the
last.

"The bdbridge, forecastle and port side amidshins appeared
to be the only places where men could stay,

"JWith the arrival of S,!M.S. DANZIG, the crew rave three
hurrahs and then sang the flag song. According to statements
of survivors, the Captaln made an uddress at this time.

"iAfter their rescue also, the conduct of ARIADNL personnel
was excellent. Even those who were horribly wounded were su-
perdb irn their deportment. No crying, no complaining, scarcely
an occéslionel groan. The spirit amongst the rescued was very
good, almost pleased, and only desire for prompt rest was volced.

"Upon direction of his Captain the quartermaster of S.M.S.
ARIADNE bdbrought & soaked chart on the bridge to report & hostile
submarine which ARIADNE had sighted shortly before but could no
longer report.

"In conclusion I would like to mention that the orew of
S.lM.S. DaANZIG also carried out the work of rescue quickly and
without hesitation, even though they fully appreciated the
great danger which hovered over them due to the heil of shell
fragments of ARIADNE on the one hand and due to the vicinity of

the hostile battle ornisers and submarines on the other hand ..."
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Thede stutements are verified by the revmort of the C: . -tuin

of ARIADNT.
A'ter ndaning 18 members of the crew who distinpuished

themselves particularly, he closes as follows: "Of the of-

ficers who d4id their duty throughout with the greatest presence

of mind and discretion, I would particulurly mention my aide,
Licutenant Zi....rienn, who stonod next to me ¢n the bridge to
the last, and the torpedo officer, Lieutenant Besserer who
with me and Lieutenant Zimmermann left the ship last of ell
after he had directed the transfer of the wounded with the
greatest discretion. Finally 8lso Lieutenant, junior grade
(Reserve) .estermann, ever. though 1ightly wounded, returnead
aboard the bdburning ship t. rescue survivors,

"The flag lieutenant of the harbor flotilla, Lieutenant
Commander Brunswig, jumped overboard and rescued & drowning
machinist,”

3ince the British report reviled the spirit of comrade-
ship betieen the German officers and men, these events had
to be described in such detail,

All in all, they furnished prcof of the heroic, self-
sacrificing spirit of the cruiser and torpedoboat personnel
of the High SeasFleet - this spirit was to be & model for all
further actions in the North Sea and finally led to the vic-
tory &t Jutlend., That was the chief gain of the actions of
28 August.
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The appearance on Avgust 28th of heavy British battle forces

off the Gerunan pavrol lines in nany ways, frcn the Ceriun noint of

view, becane the occasion for hoping’that nrobably a new phase
of the British conduct of war at sea, a closer blockade or at
least an execution on a greater offensive by.the British bqttle
forces night be initiated, "his expectation, nevertheless, very
soon established it{sell as erroneouvs, and the uncertainty of the
possibility of naking contact in the area of the exwmansive . orth
Sea with the enony, who persisied in reumaining ansarently on the
strictest derleiisive, t.ierefore, reiiained the sa.iec as before,
.'eitier suvbiiarine raids nor eruviser or torpedo-boat t .ruvsts had
been avle to clarify the nystery which as lieretofore renained
obscured concerning the bases, stations and concealilent of the
British fleet., Only this imch was believed to be established,
or was pernitted to be susvected that the Tirst "leet, or n»er-
haps even also vhe Second Fleet, was asserbled in the extreie
north, quite distant fron every attack of our light forces and
that it had crossed over »eriodically along the west coast of
-orvay onpnosite 3tavanger and Aalesund; that nowerful destroyer
grouns proiected the east ccast against attacks and that »rob-
ably a permanent line of blockade was snread out in the direction
from Stavanger to the Scottish coast, Turtheriore, it wvas be-
lieved upon evidence from a few submnarine sbserv.tions that the
Skagerrak was patrolled by cruisers and torpedo-boats, however,
the only security line vhich was positively estahlished through
our own scouting forces consisted of a line of outnosts of de-
stroyers off the Chaniel in the direction fron Yaruouith to llaaks
light ship. This line was ap»arently laid out only at night
and during the day was relieved Ly subilarines,

Only now after the close of the war does the solution becone

clear how the Geruan Fleet Conviand at that tiine was hamnpered so
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it is tie Comviander-ii-Chief of the Grand Tleet at that tiqe,

Adniral Viscount Jellicoe of Scapa, who hiiself in his boolk, *.he

Grand Fleet 1914 to 1016", discloses the latterts creation, de-

velopiient and functiions, Consequently, according to his detailed

information, we can nov follow the activities of the enemy's
fleet »nractically fro: day to day during the first tun years of
the war, Considering ovr own neasures and cgnJectures, this
hitherto undisclosed information is, however, subject to be
tested on its nerits and the picture of evenis to be corpleted,
In the introduction Jellicoe naintains, nositively, that
the prelininary mobilization of the fleet, thanks to the de-
termined and res»honsible rianagen~nt of the _inister of the .avy
and the Tirst 3ea Lord, and not without onposition from the
governnent, was naintained throughout the neriod of tenseness
by only a faw restricted measures so that on the declaration of
war, the iobilization of the British battle forces had already
been coripleted, "aus right in the beginiing, incalculable
advantages uere secured to the British naval war counand,
The details of the denloy.ient are evident fron Chart 30,
The stratezic »urnose for the selection of so far noriherly sit-
uated bases in a naval var against Germany was nevertheless
first sanctioned in recent years, TFor that reason the iiprove-
nent of Rosyth and Croiarty in no way was cormpleted at the out-
break of the war, and the one of 3capa Flow was not even begun,
Thus the British Coiriander-in-Chief was confronted with a very
difficult situation, namely: that of a possibility of surprise
attack from hostile subnarines and destroyers, or even of an
attack from the entire Germen fleet in spite of the opposition
of adverse circumstances, The great distance (450 niles) of the
German bases was appropriate for the selection of this harbor
situated amongst the barren and only slightly inhabited Orkney
Islands, as the 1iain base of the Dritish fleet; besides, in
130<
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view of the stironz and changing tidal currents and the roek
abounding chamel, the obstacles of navigation could only be
overcorie with considerable danger by an opmonent so little ac-
quainted with the chaniel; finally, the attacking varty also

had to bhe nrenared not oilly before the attvack bui also after it
to be threatened dvriin; the long advance or rectrcat by the
British fighting forces at sea, .evertiieless, the Lritish flecet
co.z.and found itself ia a continvous siate of unrest conceiruing
thie safety of the siiins at aacior here on accovnt of tiie fureling
sitvation and as long as adecuate iieans of defense of the harbor
against subriarines and destroyers vere lacliing, Cvenr hen the
ships uere at anciior, the condition of readiness could not be
relaxed, and on accouut of tpe shortage of adecuate coast defensc
equiniwent and sub.:arine nets, the »rotection of the rleet in nort
in the early »eriod devolved corresnhondingly unon the overbur-
dened cruisers and destroyers. 9On this account thils base of-
fered no recreation for the fleet which for the reasons just
stated was usually at sea,

It is true 3cana Tlow already had been designated ns.the
main base one or two years before the outbreak of the war, btut
in view of the fact of financial limitations, the inprovenents,
particularly the nroject of the fortifications, had to be post-
poned fron year to year, <herefore, there renained nothing e;se
to do except to land twelve and three pounders from the fleet,
thereby establishing a nake-shift harbor defence vhich later on
was reinforced with ten and fifteen centireter guns and by
special service crews of the iloyal ..arines, But in as :much as
search lights for ilese defenses could not be provided in the
teginning, nnt very iiuch was to be expected at n;ght fron the
employment. Ixrespective of the outpost patrols, cruisers
and destroyers at anciior had to take their nlaces at the variovs

harbor entrances, .'evertheless, oxa 3ound appeared quite
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clever navigation, .u1 entirely safe 'rotection in ?urn courld be
acco.mlished only tirough nets and cordage barriers, the fur-
nishing of which however was delayed until winter, Tor the
present, one had to be content with the idea of at least trying
to deceive the ene.i’ as to the nresence of such equipment of
delense,

Very early assurance against destroyrer attaciis was :anifest
tarough the cormissioning of old battle shins for harbor defcnse,
For this »urnose, as early as .wugust 6th, the Mannibal' and the
" agnificent were called in by the .dniralts cnd vere put in
cormiission, On ..upust 15th three sca nlanes and two land planes
suonlenented the harbor defense,

=Zven the ilore »Hrejcred bases of Losytir and Zrouarty vere
still co:inletely uanrotected against subiiarines at the beginning
ol the war, ..s a matier of racl sulficient artillery »Hrotection
azainst destroyer avticks was available, yet on accovat of the
scarcity of cordare and ti:.oeir obsvietions tlieir attaci: did not
anrrear co.inletely execluded, Jve to vhe ilsh 2erard fer the Ger-
i'‘an subu.arine and tor.edoboat wvecpons, tire concern over their
attacks on the British shipa even within the Lases was cousider=-
able, This aporehension, iore than onee, through false alam
caused a suvdden ualt in fveling at Scapa, and causcd the inme-

diate withdrawal of all siips tn sea; the latter occurred even

at night and in obscure weather under difficult and nrecarious
naritime conditions,

In fact, the linited radius of action of the (German) tor-
pedoboats, organized along general plans of a strategic defensive
which resulted in the employment of the torpedoboat flotillas
for the defense of the German Bight and in the necescity of

postponing the »rosjective najor engagenment an account of their
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comparatively linited nuiber had hindered the Gernan fleet cone
nand in the execution of the aforesaid undertakings, In addition,
only after the outbreak of the war did the necessity arise even
more clcarly, in vizv of the shortage of other annropriate ves-

sels, to call on the tornedoboats to a very great extent for sub-

1larine avtack and derleiise service,

rm

‘here was ot a sufficient nwuiber of subiiairines available
for the.specified nlans of attack; in all »robability, a loss
of the dgtailed vessels consecuently wouvld have Tollowed; in
addition, the inadecvacy of tie "ritish harbor defenses at tlat
tine was unimown to the Cerians to the extent described here,

Zven irrcszective of the deficiencies of the harbor de-

fenses, the building project of the northern bases commared with
that of the channel ports was found to be only in the beginning
stages at the outbreak of the war, I‘either floating dry docks,
work shops nor coaling-station equipment were ready, For coal
sunhly, dependence vas placed co :nletely unon steariers, while
for re-airs, dependence was had solely upnon both renair ships,
the Cyclops and the .issistance, 3ince the sitvation always de-
manded a speedy eonaling nrocess, all vessels of thie flcet unon
entry had to coal si.ltaneously in order to roceed to sea
again withouvt delay, a recuireent which extrasrdinarily in-
creased tihe nunber of necessary colliers,

In the begin..ing tie orranization in no way ressoided to
these denands, ‘urikertiore, delays resulted from the iusuffi-
cient nwiber of colliers and fro:1 their unsuitable coaling ar-
rangenents wiich easily could have beco:ie fa@al unAn an offensive
action hy the eneny.(l) On the other l:and, the organization

of this base :iade ivhe lleet very iobile, The base could be noved

(1) 2DRapidity of fuveling vas of vital importance to the . »Hire -
Jellicoe The Crand Fleet:, Page 84,
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on with coimarative Tacility to any favorable nHoint in case the
strategic sitvation de:ianded it, At amy ratc, some tine elansed
before the .wtual coone.ation of this nighty vndertaking vas
assured tliirough the develonient as rerards tle gountless nuimber
of vessels required,

After coirmunication was established between the repalr ship
Cyclops and the Adniralty by iieans of a cable to the town of
3Jcapa, there was »ronosed on August 27th the further develonnent
of newe dispatch cervice of the base by the erection of two other
radio stations for local »urposes, while a radio directvion-finder
station at Scapa, in addition to those already nrovided at other
stations, would [ocilitate the locating of Ceraar vesscls at sea
tiarouzh radio beariu’s,

‘ot only the re oval of tie Graid I'leet to the northerm bases,
but also the very war strvcture itsell brought iimortant igprove-
nents in place of any for.ler orjanization, 3Before the var, thz
:oue Fleet had cousisted of I"irst, Second and “hird Tlcets vhich
coimrised nractically all vessels in hoite raters, .

At tTie outbreak oy the var, however, the 3ritish Aduiralty,
as Jellicoe naintains, divided thc lone Fleet into twe parts whiech
consisted of the irst or Grand Flcet, and the Jecond and "hird or
Chamnel Fleg?. “he details of the organization are to be found
in Yable 31, In addition to the regular units of the First Fleet,
there belonged to the Grand TFleet in the besinning, several other
constituent narts iost important of whique%ie Destroyer Tlotillas
I and IITI stationed at Iarwich vhose wide secraration from the
Fleet twas explained above all on acoount of the inadccuaey ¢f the
northern bases for the reception of a larger nuwiber of destrovers,
In spite of this senaratvion, they were then placed unreservedly
under the Grand Fleet in order to work with it in close strategic
co-oneravion, he same applied to the subuiarines ot larwich,

But inasmgch as the exeéution for this purpose soon avnneared too

difficult, the latter, already on August 9th, were placed unre-

134<

-——--

S~ -
v



g e— —_—
servedly unde~ the .diiiralty upon tiie order of the Conander-in-
Chief, On the otlier liand, fighting units vere wvithdrawm very
soon fro.: the 2nd and Ord flect for service with the Grand Fleet,
naiely, fonr ships of Battle 3quadron VI, Cruiser Scuadrons VI
and X and likewise a :.ine Laying Jquadron consisting ol seven
cld cruisers, The ennlo:mient of these vessels with the CGrand
Fleet will be discussed in detail later on,

The Channel Fleet onerated entirely inde»endently ~f the
Grand Fleet, I. co:mrised the older battleships of the Battle
Jquadrons V, VI, and VII, in addition Cruiser 3quadrons V and VII
and likewise a flotilla of nine sweepers with torpedoboats. The
vessels of the Channel Tleet of BDattle 3quadrons V and VI, like-
wise Cruiser 3quadron V, had only skeleton crews on board before
the nobilization, "‘heir degree of developrnent was tlherefore of
such nature that they still had to undergo a veriod of training
at Portland prior to tieir usefulness for war purposes,

‘"his annlied irn the greatest sense to the vessels of Battle
Squadrons VII and VIII vaiel, »rior to tle mobilization in ¢en-
eral, wvere not anned and for tihat reason iere induvcted into an
intensive trainiiy; neriod at Plyiouvth., In coisecuence of tiis
Battle Sguadrons VII and VIII joined the Claniiel Tleet only on
Jeptenver 3rd, On tlhe other i1and Cruiser Scuadron VII already
took part during the transnmortation of the ex-editionary force
to the continent in :aintaining guard of the Dover Liraits, Ir-
reshective of the description of a-rangement of tiie Grand Tleet
and the Channel Tleet, the aforesaid war organization of the
British battle forces differed in the ::ain only inlenessential
pcints fron the nrevious orders of tlhe .dmiralty.( ' 3uch
deviations are amongst others; the senaration of Destroyer "lo-
tillas I and III froi: the Grand F'leet, the establishment of a

special”Shetland Patrol Force” consisting of the "Torward" and

(1) 3ee Chapter I and eble II,
125<
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four destroyers of the Rliver tyne, the assigniient of the cruisers
"Indymion” and "Uheseus from Cruiser JSouadron XI to I, and
several other secondary detalls,

Deployment, bases and sar organization, as a natter of fact,
constitute the strategic foundati n for the intended euployient
of the 3ritish naval forces,

The]st1°ategic tasikks of the Grand T"lgect at tle outtreak of
the war(agcordinl; to Jellicoet's plan, were to be observed soliewhat
as follows:

l. Gecurity of unli: .ited trans-oceanic commaication for
British vecsels; necessaries of life Tor an iusular
populace waich, above all, was unable to suisist itselfl
froi. its own resources,

2, TPemanent econoiii¢ nressure agecinst tihe ene:ny through

curtailient of his over-seas Coirmnications in oxder to
foree neace u»non 1:irl as a conseguence.

3, <2rotection and suvonort of all of own troop transports
and protection of their lines of coirwmunication and sup-
nly, |

4, 3afe-guarding the country «?nd the dominions azainst
invasiqn by hostile forces,

Yo be sure, according to the pnlans of Jellicoe these tasks
would be accouplished the quickest and safest way by the de=~
scruction of the liostile fleet, although history has siovm, that
it is a very difTicult .:atter to force the wealier nn-onent into
battle, “he latter uvsually avoids such a battle and ':cers back
the 108t valuable fighting forces - the battle fleet - within
the linits of fortified harbors, thereby resulting in a contin-
uous thireat to tiie over-seas co :unications of the stronger

naval »ower, On account of such a situation the lattier would be

forced into a nrotracted state of »nreparedness in order to be

able to face the enemy in battle at any morient in event of esecape, 3

— ea e am e we

TLT Comparc WiTh~tHe probablT opCratTof order Tn "CHap tér™3.
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According to the netiods of tlie .'apoleonic era, they would have
attemmted to acco mlish thiis nurpose tirough the placing of their
own fleets unreservedly onnosite the enemy's ports, :ethods,
which, no longer however, would now be aprnlicable in view of the
incalculable working significance of the subuarines and tornedo-
boat, and also to a certain extent of mines against that type

of a blocliading flect. Conscquently, even before the war, it
became necessary to decide upon the distant blockade in spite

ol the disadvantages which might arise out of a grecatly increased
spread of ocean to be patrolled; obstacles which night be evident
without further co:.::ent, when one realizes that the :orth 3ea con-
prises an area ol no less than 120,000 square niles, and that
aostile ships which night try to penetrate any scouting line
could be sighted on an average of a distance of only eignt to
nine i:iles on clear days, and on darl: nights barely iore than

a2 quarter of a nile, Uhe narrowvest nlace for such a line of .
patrol was to be found between the Shetland Islands and ‘orway,
yel even at tihis -Hoint the distance still would be 160 i:iiles to
which would still have to be added 40 niles of the ’air Island
Channel, (3ee Chart 6)

A review of all these circwistances had caused the .dmiralty
to establish Geapa Tlow in the Orkneys as the :1ain base for the
fleet fron which point_the Grand Tleet would have to maintain a
watch of the llorth sea, while the Second and 'hird leets would
have to nrotect the channel, The enemy fleet would have to bc
held within this area of confinement. ¥or the fulfillient of
this undertaking the rirst I"leet, according to the occasion,
would have to tale up a covering position and a state of readi-
ness in the .'orth 3ea froi: which the strategic co-oneration with
the cruiser squadrons ifight be possible, Fro:: this Doint, under
the protection of capital ships, tiey vere tg searcih tae llorth
Sea in a soutierly direction for eneny ships, and thereby to

strive for points of vantage by which it would become possible
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to force %He Eorman et h)Seas "leet into action in case the latter
1

sihould proceed to sea.

To accoiplish tinis end, denendence would nevertlieless be
~laced upon Her.aineitvly ixed advaice lines of patrol, _ltliough
the latier had never actually been tested by exseriei.ce in naneu-
vers, yet they ..ight very easily be »enetrated uvinoticed dvring
the extensive anq irrezvlar burdensoie conditions of visibility
of the 'orth Jea, and above all they iiight be exnnged too rwch
not only to sub: ariine attac!is but even to surnrise attaciis by
sunericr Forces,

Aven thovgh tle laglish order of operations, nceording to
this coneept, in 10 ~;ay prescribed avoiding battle uvnder any cir-
cunstances, yet the British naval authorities insisted right
in the beginning to yield to the opponent as little opportunity
as possible for en attacl, “he British Iligh Corviand, tlerclore,
in conjunction with the distant blockade, instecad of vermanently
fixed outlyins advance lines, furnisihed clternating =couvting ex=-
veditions of cruiser scuadrons in the entire area of the [orth
3ea in their »lace, beiiug a systen by vhich it iwust have anp-
neacred very difricvlt to the vlociiaded ereity, by the annearaice
of battle forces ai Tfavorite »laces in the iorth Sea, to fom:
conclusions on tic latierts furtier Hurroses and to establish
any furtiher »rojects, . encounter in this way was more or less
left .to fate, the na:ticular battle resting with tie initiative
cf the Gernan Tlect, [lie attack was exmected fro:: il.e latter,
On account of tiis situation, however, the Grend ifleet ad to
(1) ™o effect t'.is »:ryose it was intended that the nain

battle fleei sii0:ld occupy, as circu.stances neriitted,

a strategic nosition in the [orth Sea where it wonld act

in sudport of cruiser scvadrons cairying out swee»ns to the

southward in search of eneiys vessels, and wo'ld be favor-

ably placed for bringing the "'igh 3eas "leet to action
should it »ut to sea,’ Jellicoe, “he Crand Tleet, Page 15,
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— of winich a prolonged state of preparedness of <le Grind rleet at
| i’ sea became unavoidable throuzh the strategic dciense wndoypted,

In contrast to the Gemian High Zeas Jorces, the Grand Fleet
already huad gone to cea on .ugust 4th at 9:30 ..l., cven before
the announcement of the state of war, for the »urrose of taking
up a distunt blockade, altecr the false report ¢ the previous
evening thet three German transports hud passcd the Treat “elt
on the evening of August lst; also Hettle Cruiser Squadron I
and Cruiser 5Squadron IIT, likewise the arrorced crulsers COCHIANE
and ACHILL_S already had taken their observatinn positions south
of Fair Island,

The movements in detail can be seen on Churt 32, The reason
that the patrol line was established so Iar north near the Shet-
land Islends on August 3rd and 4th was accountca for by the fact

( that by doin- so, the narrowest point of the ~xit of the lorth
3ea was closed once for all and that et thit >lice in the rrentest
probability it was still hopecd to intercept Jerman vessels which
perhaps in expectation of the cefinite declaration of war had
two days previously left their home ports in order to breeak
through to the Atlantic Ccean in time, Therefore, on August
5th, there already wes distinctly recognized « definitely organ=-
ized zone of patrol maintained by a continuouc state of patroling
consideraﬁly further to the¢ south somecwiat in the direction of
Hauge Sound toward the Firth of Forth which h.d its support in
the irmediate protection of the main body. Tovard noon time the
Gernan auxiliary cruiser Ii-iser Wilhelm der Grocse proceeded along
the same line of direction. She intercepted numerous radio
messages in open language from British cruisers, which becume
intensified during the latter's continued advance to within about

‘ thirty or forty miles of the Norwegian territorial waters toward
the north which lasted until 4 P} when the sicrnals became indis-

tinct. A7 6 PN when the course to Icelund vas folloved, the
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ilessazes asain beca e louvder so that the laiscr ilhel.: der
Girrosse now believe ':i %g ne Hrrsued apd asszweg?gc:ujation of
vi1e line fro: the 'arces to Iceland by Oritish crvisers, In
snite of the fact tlat cll ayailable British fighting forces vere
in the same are. o. this day, the first brealk in the blockade had
been co.:pletely successfil, The difficulty and the effectiveaess
voritability of the distant blockade in these snacious sea areas
were thereby clearly deioustirated,

3ut right in the beginning other weaknesses of this blockade
system also nade thei:selves noticeable, for even on the first day
a continuous coiing and going of the battle forces for fgeling
nurnoses tooik nlace, so that sonetimes a battle scuadron, sone-
tirles the battle cruiser scuadron, but alwarys a torpedo-boat
flotilla and a nwier of tie cruisers were not oi hand, Under
this difficulty, without douvbt, ilitary pos:ibilities of con-

sequence liight have favored the German fleet, »rovided that

unrestrieted frecdo.. of oneration .iight have been nossible and ro-

viced that coiipleve articinatio ad becu yielded to it,
though far renoved fro.. the bases,

After tie neus of the declaration of war asainst Cer:any,
the first reports about tlie enenly vwere announced in the Grand
Tleet about nidnigiit of ausust 4th to 5th. o be sure they vere
nearly all unreliable, but the uncertainty of the disnaiches
however on the British side was rather seriously considered, 3o
it was announced anong otiler things that two German cruisers had
nassed Drontheim on a nortiherly course, that four torpedo-poats
had been seen at the northwest end of the 3hetland Islands, that
the German passenger steamer ronprinzessin Cecilie had nassed
Stronsay Firth in the Orkneys on an easterly course during the
night of the 5th to the éth, and finally that a German base for
operations had been set up on the 'orwegian coast at latitude

62 de-rees north, Reports of tihe latter kind were nwierous,
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eshecially in tie e Ly days of the -.ar, but confirations
t . rourl cruisers o tlie scene alwarg yiclded the fallacy of the
news disnatches wiicl: dobtless at one tine had to be explained
throurh the noriiall - i:tersive patilering of Geri:an nerchant
vessels in those neutral vwaters, yet too, tley owed their origin
to the forier Tre;vent visits of .orvegien harbors by Cern:an
var vessels in nrevious years,

On the Jlorencon of .ugest 7th tlle avest oot of the Late
tle si:ins, Tolloued by Irulser Squadron II and Ligit ¢ruiser
Scvadron I had to o to .eupa Tor tle replenisivient of tie Trel
suwyly, so that on tiiis duy tlie bloeliade was wrintained solely
by Cruiser 3cuadron ITT toresler with Tlotilla IT and covld te
wrotected only by 2avile Lrviser Sctadron I and 3attle Scuadron
IZI. The »natrol corlfised itszelfl tuerelore to the furtlier search
for Geran bases o te "~ or/egian coasy, tien the crviser scuad-
rons retur~nd also,

In the :eantiiie the battle flect 1ad cormleted conling onern-
tious and procegded to sea even 2s ecrl s 7:30 7. of tle sale
day. Tlis tine, nevertieless, it availed itself of the west
passaze of Tentland Tirth as a point of e:rit, ruarded by Tlo-
tilla IV asainst suhirines until the advent of darkness. On
sugust the 8th the battle siiips tooiz a position southeast of
Jair Island engagec i Tire control drills while several shiips
were occunied in turcet »nracvice, when at 10:50 AM it vas re-
sorted by one ol vae lattver, the bat.loship Iriarch, that a
torpedo had been Jired Hv a subiarine anainst tiat vessel, Tiais
was the signal Tor the iimediate cessatiorn ol tle exeicises as the
vessels werc asse bled, vhile half of flotilla II receivecd orders
to H>ursuve the subiiarine, At 7:30 PIf gnother periscope was seen
by the watelh officer of the Iron Duke, so that he changed his
course in order to ran it, when shortly aftervards the same per-

iscone was reported by the Dreadnaught, but later on it was not
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secn anyiiore, .. Jurvier, and tiis ti e an ildrbitable eicounter
vith a Geri:an sub. .arine occuvrred on the folloving orning, On
the Sth of Avgust vovard S Al the lisht eruiser 3irsingiai »f
Lizht Cruiser Souadion I, acting as a scicen atert of the flect,
sudcenly sigiuted the Geriian subuarine U-15, oun the surlace, JGhe
succeeded ia rarl ing ang destroying the svbiuarine; the area of
the catastronlie, beins :iavlzed br the strong odor of netroleum
and b rising zir budbles, was soon %l ereafter -cssed by the fleet
and reported by the battleshin 07I0I, Aceording to facts just
made kunown by the .moezrance of Jellicoe'!s boolr, the ten Cernan
submarines wiich i~d sone forth on the G6th of .wugust fron “lel-
izoland for an attacl: azainst the eneryy fleet "ad actually suc-
cccGed in naking contcet wvith the lavver withonrt the forrer
naving beco..e awars o ti.is Taet and witlovt Ynow}edge of tle
iierein entvailed loss of U-15, (S:avt @) ‘loiever, tle loss of
U~13 remnains cc:pletvel; sirouvded in :.rstery, even tlough after
all it is not to ve excluded tiat the allesed attacl: uon M~
0T or IRO. DUILI onn the wreceding cay is tiraceable to this vessel
nevertiieless a substanilation of tiiis suspieion is possible only,
alfter the »osition ol the Tritish shins over tlhis »neriod of tine
beco::es cormletely own, (See Zhart 37)

The success of DIMIIGIA. was hailed with great satisfaetion
in the British flect as it was held fitting at least in nart to
offset tie sweeping surnrise and excitei:ient which the appearance
of the newly dreaced ueajon so far distant from its bases raust
have »rovolted witlhout fail, It is true the fleet of 4reacd-
naughts reiained in tihe same ere- until after noontine in snite
of possible danger, yet by ieans of continuous zig-z2g courses
it .i1ade further attaclis difficvlt., Unfortunately, in the :iean-
tine the Geriian sub: crines without !movuledre of the irmediate

sroxinity ol tie eneuny ! ain body had continued tieir return homne,
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according to plan, “he .di:iralty, on 2ccount of the apnearance
of the subiarines, shoied itsclf essentially more disturbed than
the commander of t..e Tleet, Unon the .‘diiiralty’s instructions
tie fleet ol dreadnausiits on the .iorning of auvgust 1l0th withdrew
Tor that reason in o far nortlerly direction to the areca vest

of tie Orlmneys and sieivlands, waile Cruiser Squadrons II and IIT
and Light Cruiser 5cuadron I were dispatchied together with ¥lo-
tilla IV to the ‘oxeglan coast in order to scarch it for enenmy
subiiarine bases suspectied of being there, “'ithiout such investi-
sation fror tie British »aint of vier no nlausible explanation
could be estabvlished for the annearance of German subriarines so
far reizoved Troil lcligoland, “he arnored cruiser NI was sent
to the Faroe Islands for the sae Hurpose to be re-inforced latqr
b tuo vessels of Cruiser 3quadron I, Tinally, on the sane day,
in order to bve in cable comnunication.with the Adniralty the con-
mander of the fleet returned to 3capa, well informed of these
events, for discussion of further neasures w ich would bear
weight upon the nely created situation,

As a natter of ract Geruan subliarine bases on the _orvegian
coast were not nresent, in coizequence of which the nission of
the cruisers tuitlcr relained unsuccessful, nevertheless Coirwo-
dore Goodenough c¢o ld not forego entering Stavonger on his
cruiser, SOUTTIA 0.7, in order to coi.viiice hi.:self personally
of the loyalty of tie orviegian authorities and Qf the -,round-
lessness of tie 3ritish suspicions, As a result, tie Ceimian
subnarine advance, in s»ite of the fact that daiage to the enemy
nain body was unsucoesgful, nevertheless had a very inportant
strategic significancc, The appcarance of the subnarines in
British blockade areas alone had already sufficed to force the
British dreadnaughts out of the _‘orth Sea at least neriodically

and to occasion tihe advance of thc cruiser squadrons toward the
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Coriegian coast, thws giving un tieir bHlocizade nositions, so that
on the 10th of /ngzust the exit to the .Atlantic Ocean froir the
.;orth Sea was onen, Jor this reason it was futile to s»eak of
an effective blociiade on tiiis day, for onlv on the llth of
Augurst was the gap which had ensved further to the north suec-
cessfully closed b :wans of Cruiser 3quadron X consisting of
eight cruisers of the very obsolete IDG. elass, Unlortunctely,
these erfects of tlhie subiiirine advance reiiained cormletely un-
kinowm to the Geruian Tleet Coiiand, -ven the Geruan .erchant
shipning could derive o venefit froi: tiis, since its siiips
nearly as a whole ‘iad mougiit tiie necaresv rarbors ofiering secur-
ity in conforaity :iitl: recogiized rroceduvure in event of war,

0n the return of the civiser scvadrons and destroyers frog
tie .oruegian coast vo Scana and Crorarty for coaling purnoses,
Cruiser Jauvadron II then lieaded far to the South, Ior the rirst
tine since tae outbreak of tiie war therce again anneared Irom the
north a force of the Grand Flect at the latitude of the Firth of
Forth, yet it still renained 200 miiles distant frou the Gernan
bases, On the whole, the first weelk of the war is character-
ized by the witidirawval of the Bri?ish dreacdnavghts fro:n the “orth
Sea to the Atlantie Ocean, <“here, vest of the Orkneys, the
battle squadrons now held tactical exercises and target n»ractioce,
and on August 15th, with the e:cention of 3quadron ITI, they en=-
tered Scapa Flow for replenishilent of fuel, he fears which the
appearance of German subnarines had aroused, nevertheless reaciied
such an extent that it was believed that Lcapa itself probably
could not be 21eld any longer agaiasc the encroachiienat ol the sub=
marines. For tiais »Hurpose a neﬂ\?ase,'Loch 3we, even thouvgh
situated on the west coast of Scotland, vas to be tried, There-
fore, Battle Squadron III was dispaiched there, although in so
doing, the wide sevnaration of the sqradron frou the Grand T'leet

of not less than 120 niles had to be taken into consideiration,
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to the Geiman Ilect and the ar Coirand for a iore ravorsble esti-
mate of the stratc ic siivation.  Dhis infornation, was not
available at that tiiic and even tile iiea’er renorts vhich vere
received usually av:sived so late thae in tic :eantiie by the

very nature of the situation of tiie ranid iwobility »f tie bhattle
forces, the straie-ic sitvation again . :wust .aove changed coil-
pletely., The insuvlar state o' isolation of tihe islands of the
United .{ingdoil nresented cxtraordinary Aifficulties to the Geiman
intelligence service,

In the .ieantine the battle ciruvisgers iitiediately went te se=
again on August 12vi after cormletion of coalin: o»nerations and
on the following day »nroceceded uvndcr rreatect frel restrictioins
to the west of the Orkneys wiiile at the same tine Cruiser Sevad-
vons X and IITI tool. up positions in the llorth 5ca, the latter in
fact in a south-eas%erly direction fron ..berdeen,

At this time litevisc, only eamer dispatches concernins: the
Gernan Fleet iveire available for the Britislhi Ad-iralty. "Ne onl:
nevs of greatcest certainty was furnished by a neutral steancr
which in the inteiu had arrived in ngland fron llasburs, ler
cantain (iaintained %o .ave sishted on .wgust ©th, o-nosite Cux-
haven, fourteen enec.:y baitle siins, together witi: several nine
layers and liltewise ossibly tivirty tornedo boats betieen Cuxe
haven and I’eligoiand, A ::ine field of large size iiad been
planted off the Jade, Turthe: scouting and at the sare tine pro-
tection against Geruan attaclis on troon transmort in the Channel
could be accomnlished only by the British nalking an advance into
the region of the Ger:an Bight. One thing, lowever, was to be
considered for such an extensive undertaking. 2Zven at the end
of July 1914 the Adiiiralty had received the iunfoitiation fron a
very reliable source that a widely extended riine oflensive in
British waters was intended by the Germans in case of war and

even the exact location.of meny of .the pnroposed mine fields
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becanie kiown., Granted tiat these acconnts tallied, ther becue
avare of the lilelirocod thnat tie coewy vitiort cosiderution for
British or neuvtral co . erce uas golag to »lant . ines even iu the
oven sca eshecially cuite naturally aloug the adbroaches fro: the
northern bases to il:e Cernian Bight, ‘¢ undertaking of the Kgnig
in Louise anneared to coufim tuis susnicion, ror: this »oint
on, therefore, certain disadvantaces of the distant bloclade
already becane pe:centible because thie gouvthern »nart of the

orth Sea tad been yielded without & sirus~le to the encuy richt
in the beginning and for that reasen no gurarantec covld any longer
be assuned anmainst tlic absence of i'ines in tilose waters, In the
southern part of tihe [ orth 3e. the Nritish fleet furthcrorec felt
itself threatened by iavisible and vni-nown darcers and os a atter
of fact was no longer ".istrecs of the situvation., “hei~ ~re, 6X=-
traordinary »recautions verc ::aintained, all the uore so, for the
advance in that direction; for according to the viewmoint of the
British Coririander-in- hiefl thc loss or darazc of cven a few
readnaughts uigit lave brolien the balance ol navl nove:r ani
thercby on accovnt or the denendability of the British Isles u»on
naval powver could endanger the whole sitvation,

Ie tiiercrore decided to er:it tihe six couverted ..ine sveep=-
ing gun boats to irecede the fleet in its advance toward the South
although in so doing = rate of sneed of all vescels was reduced
to about ten knots and as a result the danger of successful sub-
rarine attaclis on the column was greatly augiented; yet on the
ather hand even by this ieasure a coplete secuvrity asainst a
mine explosion was not io bec exmected on accouvnt of the linited
nuiber of nine sweepers, As a further alternative there still re-
nained a possibility to let the older and least valuvable vessels
precede the squadrons as obstruction breakers that in cveat of
making contact with a mine thet at least the dreadnaupghts wouvld be
preserved against damage by riines at the exnense of tie oldest

vessels, For t..is purpose Battle Squadron VI had already been
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withdrawmn from the Chaniiel fleet to Jeana on .agrst Bth ond was
to particinate in tle next advance.(l) ‘e adv.npge coinenced
on August lb'th'at 7:30 7. after the coipletion of coaling onera=-
tions at 3capa, yet tuo battleshins could follow only later on,
because they had not vet coimleted fueling on account of the
shortage in muwbors of colliers, Later on the battleship jax
. turrct

had to bec ordered bac. becavse one/ was not recdy for bai'le,

The vesscls tl.eil departed fro. 3ecana towvard the west, Qi
vae followiag day Tar et nracvice was eld and then all the
battlesnips and battle cruisers asse bled belore 3 . avout 40
:iiles nortiawest of the Cilmeys aud ron there t.oev cos:i:ciiced the

S

advance towairc the cxrth Sea, Tlhe arternoon vas shent in

battle exercises es-zciul’y Tor the develon .cut of the coliim

for battle from crvisiag foivaavion, 4t idddnight the bhattle Tleet
passed through Tair Island Channel and on Aupust 14th at 4 T

it Jjoined Cruiser Lcuadrons II and III and liewisc Light Cruiser
Jnquadron I, At 5 i, Tlotillas II and TV and at 7 7. the inine
sweepers and fouvr vesselsa of Oruiser Scquadron X joined the fleet,
Then coirenced the systematic recqnnoitoriug in & south casterly
direction toward the CGerman ooast, the batile cruisers avout
forty or fifty miles ahead of the main body., ISirmltaneously
Cruiser Squadron VII und Tornedo-boat Flotillas I and III were
under way frem axrwich in concentric fashion ostensibly for the
purpose either to join the Grand Tleet for day tattle or to at=-
tack tiie Geimian baitle forces at nigr_xt on thelir return fon

the north to the travers of leljgolamd, Desides, twe Zritish
subrarines alread . had instructions to talte nosition on Avgust
l6th at 7 Al at the Zms and Jade River, respectively, in order

to report promnptly and to attack anv possible ouvtgoing Gernan
battle forces, ‘'he carefully conducted undertaking of the
northern battle forces already caie to a close however at the _
latitude of ilorms Reof, without the sishting of any Gerran vessel,

(1) Squadron VI was therefore very soon termed in the fleet,

“i'ine-bumping Squadron,
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nhere at 10:30 1., Sciat o1e vndred 1ilew ~xo | eligoland, the
return was already .Gert vien, wrobadly in owder o he ojt of
ranze of the Ger:i:an vor-edoboals in tine before daximess, In
view of this, tie ossibility of contacts with German forces
was not offfered, ' e oil’ liajor advance of the Grand Fleet
dvring tie first outh of tlie war, tierclfore, »Hassed vithout

resuvlt, (See Cahart 54).

During the turin-abovt the battle cruviser (777 7I'L7D falsely

renorted an ene:ly subliarine and thereby causedthe fleet to »ur-

sue a zig-zag 2ourse on its return., Later on the cruiser scuad-

rons 4enloyed therisclves preceding the bottle fleet in a scouting

line of not less tiian onc lhundred and fifty miles, on the eist
wing of whieh Cruiscr Scuvadron II and Battle Cruiser Scuadron I
headed for the _oi'eglan coast at Lister and then fro: that Hoint
bearing baelr strai ¢ across the .orth sca to steer for I inaird
read, "o tie vesv cf tiiese Lattle [forces but notv siearii- so 7o
to the north followcd Jruiser Souadron IIT it atile S vadrol
III while Ligat Sruiser Savadron IT at I'irst acted as rear guard
protection and then .t night tire, relieved by Flotillas II and
IV, constituted the vangrard of the jain body, while the iiine
sweepers “hiech had talten up the suveeding anr»naratus on the revurn
were used by the sqracrons for subuarine nrotection, In the
meant ine Cruiser_Sguadron X fell in with the battlec eruvisers,
During the night, Cruiser Squadron II was sent to Cro:arty and
the " X:.. to Scapa for coaling purposes, wiere also Lattle Scuvad-
rons III and IV, rlotilla II and the nine swecncrs followed,

The remainder of the Tleet renained on a northerly course. It
daybreak it nieclced up the battle cruisers and at :'idnight again
found itself in Fair Island Channel in order this time not to

go to 3capa but to cnter.Loch uwe with all its vessels on the
afternoon of .ugust 1Cth, . In the ueantime Cruiser ouadron II
at the conclusion of its scouting ex-edition had taken up an

advanced nosition in the llorth Sea oprosite rentland Firth,
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while Cruiser 3ruvacdron i, after coaling, anein tool: over its
customary position of blocl:ade betveen the si'etland Islands and
Jorway. The particular inportance of an effective bloocl:ade at
this noint was eimhatically stressed by the dniralty and a re-
inforcenent of fouir ar:ed :erchantien wes disnatchecd there,

Sirwlianeous witih the British fleet advance there vere ouly
three Gornai sub.:arizes at sea Tor onerations zrainst the eneny,
Then again as on t.ie H»reyious occasion, oie of tiicse boa?s suc=
ceeded in anmnmoacihing the eneny uaain body, but this tine, too,
the opvortunity of Tixing the fleetts »ositlon by the Ger:an
boats iwas futile, I. cousequeince of this, the Geiman Fleet
Command again rerained without knowledge of the :oveiients of the
British battle forces and narticularly it d4did not learn trat the
eneny flcet had rc:cined off "elignland by not :ore than one hun-
dred :1iles thus establishing a certain possibility of a German
attack even though over only a very linited neriod of time.,

It will be irecalled that U-20 and U-21 had denarted on the _
afternoon of iAuguct 15th from Heligoland for the north (Chart 11),
and that U-20 on .ingust 16th at 4 Al had located a cruiser and a
torpedo boat in the latitude of Linfjord, an observaetion which
nay have been correct because the British nain fleet at the same
time was 120 miles to the wostward, ‘'hies distance was reduced
on the ensuing day to 90 iiles witaout .iore than one destrover of
the British battle for.es being sighted, nevertieless thiis coi-
tact sufficed to arouse in tiie wnind of the coriianding n{ficer
of the gubmarine the dovbtless erroneous idea of a systematic
pursuit, for the subnarine was neither sighted nor renorted by
the British, ZIven to the sane dcgree did the observations or the
subnarine on August 18th appear to have substantiated the faeis

conceirning the further pursuit by eneny destroyers.
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The other sub.:arine, U-2l, co'i.anded by Lieuvtenant Co:.ander

Hersing, apnioaciied the ene.ry subsvantially closer, as siie had
corrienced her« Journey on August 17th along the hascline of Irer-
sund and Ilinnaird .‘ead. «t that »noint at 7 .., . she accidentally
had been barely :ore than 40 nuiles distant from ‘he British battle
squadrons, 7he courses then diverpecd as the BDritish fleet headed
for Fair Island Chennel and U-2l1 on the coatrary steercd for
.oray Firth situated to the souti because the :12in base of the
British fleet was sought at the latter »nlace and not in the
Orkneys, I=n view of this U-2l too, was not allowed to discover
and to attack the Britisi flect at sea., ‘hen tlhie subiiarine ..re-
rived off (oray Jirth on .ugust 18th, Cruiser .,cuadron IYI had
already arrived there? vhile tie other battle fcrces wveirt to
Scapa and to Loech lue, so thav even during herr stay off _.oray
Jirth and the firth of Jorth no wore ohnortunities fer atlack
were offered, The U=22 exneriencec the sae {nilure on Jusust
17¢h and 18th off {lie Twnber . 'imasiwech as the battle forces
which returned fro:: tiie Ger:an waters did not enter this l:arbor,
but arrived at Ic:mwviich, 7The possibility to be ahble to alternate
the bases and to have at disposal several others at various
places on the coast established itself as an extraordinary ad-
vantage t¢ the British fleet in spite of the othervise coiplicated
difficulties of the floating base,

On the whole, however, the liiited success of this subm:rine
reconnaisscnce could not be viewed with surnrise due to the in-
sufficiont number of forces enployed; still less, thererlore,
were justified such far-reaching conoclusions as the !'igh Cormand
actually deduced fro.: it., roi1 the outcone it believed to have
established that "The British main bodx?%%@bably all war shins
whicih were liable to subuarine attaclis, were asseibled at sveh
a distance fro:1 the Zernan coast that the searcliing for tiiese

battle forces surhassed t..e technical canability of the sub.arine:
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and "that the British battle fleet .voided the .orth Sea coil=

pletely and held itsell far out ol rcacl. of our forces,*

These deductions, lowever, were not applicable to tlie th:ird
cruise of the Brivisii fleet,

On ..ugust 20th at 7:30 7. the battle fleet 2licedy had »ro-
ceeded to sea witl: the excention of QRIOL wiileh had to be loft
behind on accoint of severe condenser trouvble, On .ugust 21st
it remained to the wvest of the Orlmeys for tarpet »nractice .nd
early on the inorning of the 22nd it proceeded crain through
Fair Islari Channel to the .‘orth Jea, In tiie ceantime in conse-
quence of the taiation from the continuous cruising, as well :s
due to the necessity of ncintaining the nediun caliber guns
continuously nanned, even during the day, on account of subnrine
dangers, the number of the crcw of the shins showed itsell to be
insufficient in lixc cn and gunners., Jconse uently, a reiinforce-
izent in the Ileev or obout 2000 iien fron the reserves took pluce,
a neasure, vhich fro:: the Geri:an view noint, had 2lready been
nrovided as a precaution during iwobilization,

Light Cruiser Scuadron I proceeded into I'air Island Channel
and in the afternoon Destroyer i"lotilla II also joined the fleet,
the flotilla to undertalie “rotection against subiiarines during the
further advaace, 3attle Cruiser Scucdron I, weakened by the @b-
sence of tie llew Zealand wiaich uad »rocecded to tlie Ilwiber in
order to join the Iuviucible tviiere, was delayed on .ugust 21lst at

Scapa on account or rog. Thus it cariried out target Hractice
west of the Orkneys on fuwgust 22nd and finally anveared liltewise
100 miles to thereast of the Orlneys in order to talie up at this
point the support of Cruiser Squadrons III and VI vhich had re-
swied the blockade to the south of this nosition between 3cotland
and .‘orway. (See Chart 35),

Fron these nHositions Cruiser Squadrons IT and VI, likewise th
Light Cruiser Squadron I supnorted by the battle cruisers nroceede
southward on the following day as far as latitude 56 sorewhat on

the line with Edinburgh, In so doing, Cruiser Scuadron VI cover-
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ing the eastern uing, was to reconioitre the sonthern narst of the

_orveglan coast and tojetlier with an aimed avxziliary cruiser to

canture Ceruan rerclhantiien which ::ight atte:»t to leave the ter-

ritorial waters of _oruay sonewhere in the vicinity of the »roiwon-

it
tory of Jaderen, Fant.stic suspicions concerning a Geirien base

of onerations for airc..izs on tie island of _.orth llona west of the

Orkneys occasioned the dishatching inediately to that »nlace of

the cruiser 3anpho which very soon »nrcved the uvnsoundness of this

report and tie unsuitobility of the locution for svell a »nurpose,
1t ny i1cte the revorts concerning the cllered sightings of hose
tile aeronlanes aic ~irshins which on closer exa:inution were
oroved Talse, veve ¢hocrently at least as nuvieirous on the
Britisi. as on the Ge:riion side at the ccirencerent of tihe uar,
coreover, tue battle Tlect, wvith tle eicetion of Scund-
ron III wialel vas oruered to scana for coalin, renained at sea
Tor the suzrort of Ulie crviscsr scucdrons, althouri cnl - one nalfl
of Flotilla II was available Tor subia.ine sroteetion wiile the
other half »ursued ¢ sun)osedly sighted sub..irine to tle east
of the Crimeyvs., e fe~r froi subiarine atticlis vl.erefore was
very acute aboard tiie buettleships; on .ampust 23rd the Tleet 2lso
vwias Gisturced :.ony ti es thirough erroneouvs sub .arine alars, but
as a .atter of fact t'ere were at this tine no Gerran subliarines
in those wvaters,

On .wgust 24th 5.ttle 3nquadron I and Light Cruiser Scvadron

I also had to be reclieved for cocling ‘urnoses to go to seapa, the

latier,however, arriving only after the reclieving by . Cruiser
Squadron III. On the \hiole the cruisers continued to maintain

the patrol service, On .ugust 25th there folluwed the relieving
by Battle Gquadron III of Battle Cruiser Souadron I for the sane
surpose; then the e ainder of the battle fleet with tiie battle

cruisers ulso vetured to Scana where tie vesscls arrived at 8:50
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M. on the 26th, here lilewise beiw; hindeved by the fog cs at
the time of its de~urtunre, On this day, therefore, the reserve
of the cruiser line v.s forited again solely of one scuadron
and that of older battleshins, IR0 JUTI, Dattle 3guadrons II
and VI uand flotilla IT lay ot sSeana, althouvslh ilie battle cruisers
iirsediately alftver co ling desarted again fron the base in order
to join Scguadren III. ‘“oward evening the eruiser scuadrois then
also left tleir »osition of blockade, Cruiser s uvadrons . and VI
poing to scana and the IT a rived at losyth.

iccordingly corsicderable mwuwers of tie Grand Tlcet had been
at sea al wst 1ucessautly from August 21st to 26th., '8 a result
it nvst have oceasioned a certain amount of disan»oint ent to
the Co.mander-in-Ciier” that in spite of this fact, Cerian vessels
had found oprortunity dvring this tine to nlant nines off the
Awber and Uyne, _.s has teen learned from »reviovs descrintion,
the aforeientioned Gerian foreces durineg their undertakings on
2ugust 25th and 26th had crossed tlie Torth hes taeck and forth
without coriing in contict with 2 single British ship (Ch-rte 15
to 17). This very startling fact of thot tile is now exnlained
by virtuo of the foct t:at the British eruviser s-uadrons in
those days iad uot oic soutiiwerd across the S6th degree of lati-
tude and consecuentl they Lad yielded the zoutliern nout of the
-orth Sea counletel; to the encily., 0tie Geran .'ine barriers now
laid directly off t™e Dritisi bases of this aren de.ionstrated
tic Taet that such a conduct had not served a uvseless Hursose to
the Geimans, nevertieless they in ne way cauvsed the Dritish
leet Coiiiand to nake a change in its once accented poliey.
However, in order to Nrotect the coast, even though withouvt the
aid of the flecet, at least in sonile vmy cgainst further excur-
sions by the cneny, tlic Coimand of tae "lect »roposed to the 'd-

niralty that the flotillas of the coast defense patrol (patrol

flotillas) be advanced further out to seca. In the further anxiety

that such nining onerations night also be directed against the
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northerly bases T {le [lect, the leet “o:.:.nd 'w-e:led for the
delivery, at the ve.y curliest, ol twenty trulders with drag netx
and other -'ine surcHing, cevices Jor the coustant sesrehing of the
waters arovnd IFentl..d 'irtii, and lilievise the sheediest increcse
nossible of mubers of otlher s :aller and fasi~ey bhoats for the
arotection of the bases, IT can be obscived lhere that even in
the British ilawvy in thwe beginning of the var a sunmnly of light
natiol boats was laecling,

Jinul taneously, tie Jditiralty of its ommy ceord nad decided
on stens Tor a 3ritish cevnter-of fensive, inasiwelr as it set
agust 28th for an o»e. ation azainst tie Cernan eoost by ?he
forces stationed at “.arwich. Only on ..wgust 26th liowvever, was
the Qo :i:ancder-in-Chiel of the Grand Flect infor wec of this, not-
withstanding that Li~ut Cruiscy Sruwidron I 2assigned to !iin ias
lilewise to —artiecinate., That ruch whieh he eard of the under-
taliing caused hi:: to "wle i.):ediate urgent renresentitions to
the .duairalty, under no eircuwi:stainces to let the oneration go on
without the ~id of tie battle cruirers and to disnaten tiheir to
the souvth wiile thie 4 iralty was re vested to it inforaiation
to the leadevs of tl.e suvtliern co bat vorces of vle res uee of
tais scvodron on t.e Cierian coast., Accordian, to tie ureviously
depicied issue of %lec Luttles of wpust 26th, it roiains entirely
certain that only tlis 1pasure, on this day, had »revenied a
British failure, Or the other hand by a str ange coineidence a
sunoort of the battle crmiisers by battleshins wos not coiusidered
necessary by the co:zwand of the fleet, . .fter it hod gone to sea
on ..ugust 27th, the Grund Flect .aintained a nosition, even on
..ugust 28th, of over tiree hundred :.iles distont fro the .-
scene of battle without the -Hossibility of being able to render
assistance in case tlwat the battle cruisers cicountered su-erior
onvosition or that their speed was reduced by sublicrines cnd
;iine hits, Only the success ot 4lat tine 2:d justified the
holding back of the Critish fleet, yet froa the Gernan point of
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view entirel:r siiler fe..sns velre neld oooHroowriote under varile
lel conditions, naely, it es not desirved to e:mose the valua-
ble sunerdreacdnavgits to tiie over-esti.irted sticii-th then felt
also by the British, of subiiarine aticels by d-y, or tornedo
boat attcells by nighit or to sinmltzneous denger fro: mines,

Tven on .uvgust 27th the fleet reivn.ired -t se:. in tle cus-
toriary way wiile the b.ttle cruisers together with Light

Cruiser Scuvadron I entercd 3capa at & il Lfter 2 snecessfuvlly
fought baitle., Lilewise on this day Cruiscr ctadron IIT wvent
to Lroiwrty for coaling tiiile on tle wiiole e tlockade foriwation
vas [.aintaianed on csite the lorvezian coost byt Jrviscr Scuadron
II and vo tae west of it by Cruiser Hruadrons VI ard X, ..t the
saie tine tihese bLlocliude liners wele sirengthened Carther to the
north by another line of ~imwed erciiant:.ien in order by tlis
ieans To co mel bloc..nde breo’iers Lo nas. by day tlhrough at least
one of these lines even though they succeeded in —enetrcting tie
otiner line wobserved at night. Tils system was to be carried ~uvt
regularly in tie to co..e, as far as the availitle fighting
forces fni 1t sufficed, Zut in order to aZe the blockade still
more effective and in ~articular to be able to guord betier
the ecsterly lane of cyroach to Tentland Tirth the scucdron of
the 1:1ine layers coiisisting of seven old‘cruisers w.c annexed
to the Grand Tleet for hlocliade service, norticulurly as the
exxrloy.ient of these vessels for their own seérvice was not yet
conte Hluted, ‘the .ine layers toolk position to the eaczt of the
(rineys in a noarticul .» urea for reconnoitering, while coii-encing
rgust 27th tae armed werchiant vessel Oceanic civised to vastwara
of tiie Tair Island Ciaonuel in order to maintaln watch over tie
siimning in this areo,

Only on .ugust S(th did the fleet bezin its return to Seana
where it crrived atv € ... on the 3lst, .t any @ete only Dattle
3ouadron IIT rei:ained at sca Tor tie sudnort of Cruiser ;cuadron

II wihich cruised along t“e llorwegian coast until the 31st, On
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the alfterncon of ©i.e Llsu Cruiser Scevcdron VI uls vit. .direv: Tro
tiic vestern blocii.dc . e, viile the X “ru.cined there on duty.

i tie O1st of o pvwet o Trrvier U218’ .as assifnned to tlhose
vessels at sea, ileus "l beon wscceived of tiie 1ieliood that
further hostile :nii- o-erations, ¢nd this tiie certainly
against Pentland and ovey Jirths iad to be ccloned with on the
night of Se»te ber 1, "herefore, it was ctie:mved to cut off
thie Jnostile ::ine layers unon their return by :eans of the forces
at sea, Tor tiiis mroose Battle Cruiser Sruvadron I, Battle
Squadron IIT and likewvise Cruiser Scuadrons TiI and Xl werc
available, Icveritlieless the oneration resulted in failure in-
asiluch as no nine l.vers had ¢o»Hneared., Thus core to conclusion
the onerations of the Crand Tleet during the first ..ontii of the
war,

It is true tlie hosic order of onerations of the RBritish
..diiiralty to the Grand "leet had without doubt alrecdy indicated
an ctivitude of resviiint in all undertvakings, nevertheless, tie
chaeracter of a co:nleve stiotcszic defensive wes ..donted only
arter the vnexecved o :narance of Ceritian subh arines in nortliern
waters and froi tie Ceimian ::ining offensive and Tro:: both these
circustances they Tor.:ed thae subsecuent strategic deductions,

The radivs of action of the Ger-an sub 'iines and their
endurance at sea had excceded everything that could be e:xpected
within the forer e:ne.iences of the 3ritish of the orling nos-
sibilities of this vex cn, The nunerous sightings of eneny
submarines in the immediate vicinity of the Orkueys and Shetlands
led to the assumtion tl:at the cneiy an»marently held the niddle
nortion of the i'orth 3eo continuously occunied vith subiarines,
.ccording to Adniral Jellicoe's deductions thig indiecated such a
serious threat to the Dritish suvwerdreednaughts that it was be-
coning a netter of irortant significance for the novernents and
onerations of the British battle fleet, On cccount of the re-

rioval of Destroyer rlotillas I and III to Harwich, somewhat
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over Iorty destroyers ¢ e % tle disvuunl of tie Dlect itself,
a nwsber waieh just s iced for tiie safety of the bottle fleet
and the bvattle cr:isers 2sainst subrorines, It nust bYe reslized
tiha:1t the fuel sumilr Torr the sunerdreadniugihts meritted thon

to re..ain at sea tirec to four tiiles as long as the destrovers
whiose sumdly bect e exiiiusted by the end of tie third doy, so
the only thing lelv .oy the big shiips was either to returm to

mort togetiier with tiie destroyers, or to give v thie subiwiine

defense eiti.er in » .7 or i1 wiole il the bloel:ade vas to ve liain-

<t

afned. Ta thic e~yly  ast of lile war thie lotuer fetiiod vas
decicded uhon, but it vieuv of this, tihe vessels had to be 'iept
back in the nortiern ~arv of the lorth jea so as to 1:alwe the
risk at all bearable, and 2t tiles it even bec:itie necessary to
withdrav the leet itcell froi the llorth Sea to the “tlantie
Ocean and to base o Loch Lwe in the Irish Sex instcad of Leana.
.. further dange:r winich .oved the 3ritish fleet co:r 214 to
this decision resulted fro:: the active Geriien ..iniag offensive
anmainst the Inglish co:st. tegardless of Low thils night turn
ovt, at least one wonld thus have to t~ke Tor r~rconted thot the
unoccupied Hart of the lorth 3ea verv soon world be littered
with 1ines by the ene..y t such nlcces where thev could becole
dangercus to tihe Dritish <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>