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FOR~EWC)RD

This analysis of the 0000 October 20th - 1042 October 23rd phase
of the Battle for Leyte Gulf which embraces in general the operations
wherein SOWESPAC forces, supported by POA forces, seized footholds in
the Leyte Gulf area of the Philippines, and the Japanese reactions
thereto, was prepared by the Naval War College. It is based on infor-
mation from both Allied and Japanese sources which is wider and more
complete than that available to writers on this subject up to this
time. It endeavors to maintain at all times, the viewpoint of the
commanders of the units on both sides.

It follows directly the (a) preliminary phases including the
Battle off Formosa, which were analysed in Volume I and (b) next
phase which embraced the operations of the SEVENTH Fleet Advance

Forces in Leyte Gulf prior to D-day which were analysed in Volume II.
A knowledge of both of these phases is essential for the proper
understanding of Volume III.

Complete information from all sources was not available to this
analysis. This is especially true of (a) Japanese Army and Navy
aircraft in the Philippines the sources for which commencing with
October 23rd have become less and less complete, and (b) Japanese
submarine operations and dispositions,, It is also true concerning
the thought processes which motivated the principle Japanese senior
commanders. All known sources for obtaining information in the

United States and in Japan have been examined and reexamined with
only limited success on the Japanese side, but with somewhat more
success on the Allied side since, during the past several years..

some new material, largely in the form of dispatches, has been V
located. Notwithstanding, new facts and circumstances may come to
light from time to time vAich may change some of the analysis
produced herein.

In view of the critical nature of this analysis an effort has
been made in certain important situations to place the critic in
the positifon of the commander in order to obtain the latter'3 point
of view. In employing this system it is realized that although the

t critic can often succeed in placing himself sufficiently near the
position of the commander for any practical purposes, in many
instances he may not succeed in doing so.

Because of the nature of the Allied victory at Leyte Gulf and
the numerous controversies which have arisen concerning it, as
complete a study as possible of the operations of this phase has
been provided.



This present phase, is well as the two phases which preceded it,
was a continuing test of the combat ability of the various commanders
on both sides. The pages of history have invariably revealed defects
in comma•nd in similar situations and it would have been surprising
had such defects not appeared lhA ,.ietni vptrz.Lions.

This battle reaffirmed the lesson so often forgotten--that the
test of battle is the only test which proves the combat ability of
commanders. The ability or lack of ability of the various commanders
in the art of war became apparent. Valor alone was shown to be
insufficient, for valor is not an attribute of only one race, but is
an attribute and a heritage of many races. The indispensable
qualification for command, the art of war, was shown to be the
ability in combat to apply the scionce of war to active military
situations.

The present senior officers of the Navy are well aware of the
reasons for changes in established doctrines and in the developments
of new ones. But this cannot necessarily be said of the commanders
of the future, who very probably will be inexperienced in command
in war.

Finally, all comments and criticisms, the more important of
which are emphasized herein by the employment of capital letters,
are designed to be constructive. By indicating what appear to be
souad and unsound decisions, and the apparent reasons for arriving

* at them, it is hoped to provoke earnest thought among prospective
commanders and thus to improve professional judgment in command.
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October 20th

TAME E, CONTENTS

Foreword i-
Table of Contents iii-lxv
Zone Time Ir¢.
Principal Commanders 2 xvii-lixi i
Introduction lxxili-lxxv
Sbrief Narrative of the 00(0) October 20th to 1042 October 23rd Ph'4se of

The V~ttle for Leyte Gulf IXJV-1XXX1x

,__•TER. -.ALLIED OPERATIONS October 20th

(A) Operations if CO0SOWESPAC 1-97
Amphibious assault forces proceeddiig acco, dirg plan 1
Orders photo interpretation previour, day's contact report I
Learns South China Sea air searches curtailed 1
0655 enters Leyte Gulf 2
Learns COMTHIRDFLT and CINCPOA unable determine duration South China

Sea air searches 2-3
Learns landing operations progressing datisfactorily 3
Goes ashore observe operations and broadcast return Philippinos 3-4
Reports War ;epartment landings successful 4
Discussion Japanese awareness Allied landings 4-5
1.419 establishes advance headquarters Leyte 5
iReturns aboard flagship, retires for night 5
Reviews events from dispatches received during day 5-6
Learns South China Sea air searches to continue 5
Learns TF 38 to neutralize western Visayas airfields 5
Learns HONOLULU torpedoed by enemy plane 5-6
Advises COMINCH operations have been most successful 6
Discussion intelligence estimate headquarters Hol-landia 6
(1) Operations of Goaminder SEVI4TH Fleet 6-9'7

(a) Operations of CP'• 77 (Central Philippines Attack Force) 7-72
Approaches Leyte Gulf on schedule 7
Requests fighter sweeps Mindanao, western Visayas 7
Learns weather favorable for landings 7
Requests air support COMTHIRDFLT after 1-4ay 7
Discussion this request 7
Enters Leyte Gulf, awtomaticallv assumes control all naval

operations in objective area 8
Exercises control air operation through CSACP 8
CTF 79 disapproves 8
Discussion this disapproval 8-9
Receives CrG 77.2's report previous day's operations 9
Requests CTG 38.1 provide dusk patrol objecti-e area
Discussion this request 9-10
Learns South China Sea air searches curtailed 10
"Discussion intelligence information 10-11
"Observes progress landings from aboard flagship 11
Discussion Japanese army plans defense Leyte 11-13
Discussion weakness Japanese air power in the Philippines at

this time--total 95 planes 13
Learns Tacloban airfield captured being readied for use 11
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C) October 20th

Rereives contact report on subnarine 13
Directs CTF's 78, 79 to heed DMS and YW3 in area 13
Receives reply from O(WTHIRDFLT providing air strikes on. D-I

day but failing to provide dusk CAP 14
:Need for mutual superior western Pacific 1A
Learne MOMSOWESPAC Advance Headquarters established Leyte 14
Learns HONOLULU torpedoed by enemy plane 14
Sends favorable progress report to CO(SOWFSI9AC 15
In WASATCH retires for night 15
Receives report heavy damage HONOLULU 15
Receives contact reports 16
Receives favorable situation report from CTF 79 progress

southern beaches 16
Dusk CAP from CTG 38.1 arrives on station 16
Requests communication traffic be addressed to him as CTF 77

as well as CCMSEVENTHFLT 16
Discussion this dispatch 16-17
Sends O0SOWESPAC favorable amplifying report on landing

progress 11?
Discussion failure report capture Tacloban airfield 17
Learns TG 77.4 attacked by enemy aircraft 18
Learns assignments unitb Fueling Groulo 18
No important contacts received during day 18
(1) Operations of Advance Force 18-28

(a) Operations of CTG n7.' (Rombardment and Fire Support
Group) 19-221
Makes amplifying report to CTF 77 results previous

dayfs operaýions 19-20
Contacts units CTF 79 entering Gulf 20
Detaches his units to assigned duties 20
Observes commencement scheduled bombardment 20
Moves FS ships closer to beaches 20-21
Notes CTF 78, CTF 79 had arrived objective area 21
Reports to CTF 79 for duty as CTU 77.2.2 21

(b) Operations of CTG 77.4 (Escort Carrier Group) 21-26
Conducts scheduled air operations 21-22
Weather conditions good in operating area 21-22
Joined by certain CVE's from escort duty 22
Launches fighter strike against CATKON HILL area

with CCI4CARDIV TWENTY-SEVEN as observer 22
Discussion thereon 23
Attacked by enemy planes (three) 23
Landing hour strike over Panaon cancelled 23
Direct air support northern, southern beaches effective 23
Enemy aircraft (army and .avy) atta'4k objective area 24-25
TCAP enjoys some success 25
Maintains local aircraft patrols, flies numerous sorties 25-26
Total losses for the day (2VF, 5VT) 26
Aircraft remaining (293VF, 171VT) 26
Retires for the night 26

(c) Operations of CT'G 7'i.> (Kinesweeping and Hydrographic
Group) 26-28
Operations of varioub sweep units 26-27
All areas except area S*ZP, free of mines 27Li



October 20th

Receives three additional minesweepers 27
Total mines swept Leyte Gulf (222 mines) 27-28

(d) Operations of CTG 77.6 (Beach Demolition Group) 28

Assigns APD's to patrol stations 28
Reports to CTF 79 for duty 28
Dropped from further discussion 28

(2) Operations of CTF 78 (Northern Attack Force) 28-51
Tasks assigned KING II 28-30
Wears two hats, TF 78 and TG 78.1 30
Enter Gulf with minesweepers in van 30

Releases CTG 78.3 to proceed GREEN Beach; he proceed RED
and WHITE Beaches 30

Obtains approval advance landing hour CTG 78.3 30
Orders Northern Attack Force to deploy 30
Notes CTU 77.2.1 has commenced bombardment 30
Directs Plan VICTOR placed in effect 30-31
Learns CTG 78.2 doubtfihl meeting landing-hour 31
Discussion plan VICTOR restriction maximum gunfire ordinate 31
Discussion difficulties coordination air units 31-32
Directs CTG 78.2 do best possible for landing-hour 32
First maves assault troops dep~rt for beaches 32-33
Discussion CTF 78's views regarding bombing and strafing

beaches just prior to landings 33-34
Comparison with CTF 79's views 34
Learns LST's experiencing beaching difficulties 34
Notes need for pontoon causeways 34-35
Discussion thereon 35
Endeavors obtain pontoon causeways from CTF 79 35
Kno-w Allied ground forces moving inland 35-36
Learns C.G. FIRST Cavalry Division and C.G. TTWNTY-FOURTH

Infantry Division have assumed command ashore 36
Discussion thereon 36-37
Learns forces have captured Tacloban airfield 37
Directs unloaded ships proceed Hollandia 37
Requests expeditious delivery unused pontoon causeways

from TG 79.2 37
Orders unloaded transports depart area 37-38
Learns three LST's with pontoon causeways have arrived 38
Observes transports departing San Pedro Bay 38
Meets D-day commitments with exception of unloading LST's 38-39
Discussion smoke plan and its use 39
(a) Operations of CTG 78.1 (Palo Attack Group) 39-42

Tasks assigned and forces allotted 39
Upon signal "deploy?, proceeds to execute plan 40
Observes assault troops depart for beaches 40
1ST's encounter difficulty in beaching and are

ordered to retract 41
Criticizes conclusions drawn from UDT reports

relative atove 41
UDT doctrine at this time and discussion 41-42
Notes progress landing operations-favorable except L3T's 42
Sumu•ny of day's operations 4-

(b) Operationri of CTG 7P.2 (San Ricardo Attack Group) 42-44
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October 20th

Tasks assigned and forces allotted 43
Learns HARRIS had fouled a mine 43
Upon signal "dep'.oy" proceeds to ex cute plans 43
Method of controA. differs from CTG 78.2 43
Observes channe' WHITE Beach blocked 43
Notifies CTF 78 scheduled landing hour may be delayed 43-44
Contrary to UDT reports, finds WHITE Beach generally

unfavorable for unloading 44
Learns C.G. FIRST Cavalry Divisio- has taken command

ashore 44
Learns unloaded ships ready depart 44
Enemy air opposition limited 44
Summary unloading results during day 44

(c) Operations of = 77.2.1 (Fire Support Unit NORTH),
CTG r.3 (Close Covering Group) and Certain Destrovers 45-47

(1) Operations of CTU 77.2.1 45-46
Composition of force 45
Reports CTF 78 for duty, commences bombardment 45
Directed place Plan VICTOR in effect during

strikes by fast carriers 45
Queries CTF 78 regarding air strikes 45
Completes scheduled bombardment 45
Issues orders for night 45-46

(2) Operacions of CMG 77.3 46-47
Composition of force 46
Dirts .a his units carry out bombardment schedule 46
Conducts scheduled bombardment 46-47

(3) Certain Destroyers 47
(a) McKEE and HARRISCN 47
(b) FLETCHER and LA VALLETTE 47

(d) Operations of CTG 78.3 (Panaon Attack Group) 47-50
Awaits arrival Panaon Attack Group 47
Task assigned 47
Observes arrival units Leyte Gulf 48
Receives authority advance landing-hour 48
Minesweepinkg -esults - negative V
Decides to cancel pr-e-landing bombardment 48
Discussion thereon 48
Lands without opposition 49
Regimental. Commander assiues command ashore 49
C ,rgo unloading delayed because unloading crews

stopped for lunch 49
Discussion thereon 49
Ships rendesvous to depart for Hollandia 49-.50
Departs Panaon area with unloaded ships 50
LANG replaced by McKEE 50
Arrives rendezvous, some transports late )0

(e) Operations of CTG 78.5 (Harbor Entrance Control Gro)up) 50-51
Continues rogulate traffic Leyte uilf entrance 50
Auguented by four LCI's from TF 78 51
Dropped from further discus.ilon 51

(f) Operations of GTG's 78.6, 78.7 and 78,q (Reinforcement
Groups ONE, 'IrK and THRif,:E 51
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October 20th

(1) Operations of CTG's 78.6 and 78.7 51
Continued toward Leyte Gulf 51
Detaches certain ships to Kossol Passage 51

(2) Operations of CTGr 78.8 51
Prepares depart for Leyte 51

(3) Operations of CTF 79 (Southern Attack Force) 52-72
Tasks assigned for KING II 52
Discussion radical changes necessary in shift of objective

from Yap to Leyte 53-54
Queation arises when main units TG 79.1 employ minesweepers 54
Learns CTG 79.1 will proceed without. minesweepers 54
Believes approach undetected 55
Entern Leyte Gulf 55
Area of responsibility - Leyte Gulf south of Tacloban -

Dulag approach channel including Surigao Strait 55
Observes progress operations in Southern Transport Area 55
Orders Plan VICTOR for air strike of beaches 56
Confirms the landing-hour as 1000 56
Assault waves reach beaches on schedule 56
Learns BM2ION hit by eneaW counterfire 56-57
Shifts five screening destroyers to lower Surigao Strait 57
Beachhead secured, transports move in 57
Sends detailed report to CTF 77 57
Concerned by enemy dusk, night air attack capabilities 57
Visualizes two alternatives for defense, i.e., remain at

anchor under smoke or get underway 57-58
Decides to remain at anchor' 58
Discussion thereon 58
Transfers ten LCT's, three LST7s with pontoon causeways

to CTF 78 58
Learns HONOLULU torpedoed by eneW plane 58
Assigns aight FS ships 58-59
Su•ary of day's operations 59
Ckoparison ratio unloading between units of TF 78 and TF 79 59-60
Discussion thereon 60
(a) Operations of OTG 79.1 (Attack Group ABLE) 61-64

Tasks assigned for KING II 61
Anticipates arrival time by forcy-five mniutes due

to current 61
Minesweepers unable rendezvous tt, oweep ahead 62
Decides proceed through minefield without minesweepers 62
Reasons for decision 62
Deploys command 63
Leerne 1000 landing-hour conficmed 63
Landings made on schedule 63
Some reasons for light enemy resistance to Allied

landing 63-64
Pushes unloading with utmost vigor 64
Simuary day's operations (4
Unloading continues during night 64

(b) Operaticl-3 of CTG 79.2 (Atta k Group HAKER) (A-68
Comporition of force 64
Tasks aesi,=ed 64
Proceeds indep&ndertly in two groups 65
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October 20th

Releases COMMINDIV THIRTY-FOUR report CMG 77.5 65
Force ready commence landing 65
Learns 1000 landing-hour confirmed 65
Landings made on schedule 65
Learns beaches secure 65
Coammces general unloading 65
Transfers three LST's with puntoon causeways and four

LCT's to TF 78 65-66
This transfer interferes with unloading 66
C.G. NIMETY-SIXTH Infantry Division assumes comoand

ashore '66
General unloading transports very slow 66-67
Reasons therefor 67-68

Wc) Operations of CTU 77.2.2 (Fire Support Unit SOUTH),
CTG 79.11 (Cowmmnd)r Screen) 68-72

(1) Operations of CTU 77.2.2 68-71
Conducts prearranged bombardment 68
Continues gunfire support schedule 68-69
For the most part completes firing 69
Learns HONOLULU torpedoed by enemy plane 69-70
Learns night assignments for FS ships 70
Concerned as this was his responsibility 70
Issues orders for night disposition 70

(2) Operations of CTG 79.11 71-72
Responsible for screen Leyte Gulf 71
Screening stations 71-72
Has difficulty maintaining intermediate screen 72
Screens dropped from discussion as independent units 72

(b) Operations of CTG 70.1 (Motor Torpedo Boat Group) 72
Continues toward Leyte Gulf 72

(c) Submarine Force SEVENTH Fleet 73-92
(1) Operations of CTF 71 (Submarines West Australia) 73-92

Comments made Volume I concerning inadequacy submarine
deployment still arply 73

Locates his submarines on D-day (War Diary) 73-74
Actual location submarines 74-75
Reason for differences 75
Wolfpack operations differ from those of T? 17 '75
Reasons therefor 75
Issues certain information and instructions 75
Learns COBIA reports for duty, BARBM delayed 75-76
Prescribes technical remedial measures regarding dangerous

concentration hydrogen vith Mark 18 torpedoes 76
Issues certain submarines information and instructions 76
Matter to be contained in request for lifeguards 76-77
Advises CTF 17 of patrol orders BARBL 77
Advises CTG 30.1 expected positions his submarines 0900

following mornging 7l
Learns BLURGILL expended torpedoes 77
Issues information ard instructions certain submarirvs 78
Gkiding factors for discussing subnarine operations- 78-79
(1) Effective average contact ranges of submarinee 79
(2) Basic instructions to submarines issued by dispatch 79-80

viii ONPit*-



October 20th

(W) BREAM and GUITARRO 80-1
Background material 80
(1) BREAM 80-81
(2) GUITARRO 8l

Makes contact of doubtful character 81
(b) ROCK and BERQkL 81-82

(1) FEMLL 8182
For reasons unkmnow, departs patrol line

heads for area south of Saigon 82
(2) ROCK 82

Likewise departs patrol line and heads for
area south of Saigon 82

(c) 13LUJGILL and ANG:LER 82-83
Operate as a coordinated attack group 82
(1) EnLEGILL 83

Expands four remaining torpedoes at two
cargo ships - misses 83

(2) AN•LER 83
(d) DACE and DARTER 83-85

Operate as a coordinated attack group 83-84
Background material 84
Present location subwarines incorrect; discussion

thereon 84
(1) DARTER 85

Contacts two destroyers unable close 85
(2) DACE 85

Attempts intercept DAR R's contact but fails 85
(e) HAMMERHEAD 85-87

Successfully attacks convoy - sinks two cargo ships 85
Clears area leaving SW approaches open 86
Discussion thereon 86
Enemy reaction HAM4EBHAD's attack 87

(f) TANTIVT 87-88
(g) STOIC 88
(h) C.URARD 88

Enroute uine area vicinity Point Data. 88
(i) BATFISH 88-89

Unsuccessfully attacks "Q" ship with seven
torpedoes and deck gun 88-89

(,I) STOmO $9
Arrives in patrol area (G0lf of Boei) 89

(k) TANTALUS 89
(1) MUSKALLUNGS 89
(m) GRO~WLE, HAKE anid HARDHEAD 89-90

Unite proceed independently to patrol area A-4 89-90
HARDHKAJD remains Fremantle 90

(n) RATON 90
•() IAfegua& Submarines (BONEFISH, COD, LAPON, PADDLE) 90-91

S•(1) BONEFISH 90

CompleteB lifeguard duty and patrol; departs
for Pearl Harbor 90

(2) GOD 90-91
t Completes lifeRuard duties; heads for regular

patrol station 90-91
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(3) F 5 it. October 20th 91

Completes lifeguard duty, departs for Fremantle 91
(4) PADDLL 91

Rzwains en patrol with additionsa lifeguard duties
as diracted 91

(p) &-xbmarineo Hatirlrh from the area (BAYA, CAVALLA, HOE,
SEA XvER, SPrFIJUL, T1IDUACUS, SmaRDY anM
MZWRD VISCH) 91-92

(2) Operations of (tF 72 (2bumrd.nes. ast Australia)
(vwirraus, NARWHAL and CGMO) 92

Or: special. miettions, therefore Lvitted f-omm analysis 92
(2) Operations of CAAF SOWESPAC 92-97

Ar(•ives Leyte Gulf in NAHVIlLE 92

(a) Operations of C.G. FIFTH Air Force 92-94
faectivez directive verify by photos, contact PFrr Pare Bay 92
Assigns taskb to:
(1) C.G. FIFTH Boiber Command 92-93
(2) Coemmand3ing Officer 310th Bombardment Wing 93
(3) Conmarwadlr Officer ?INrfY-FIRST Photo Reconnaissance Wing 93
(4) CTG '73.4 Goucndear Fleet Air Wing SEVENTEEN) 93-94

Discussion use unusual woads in directives 94
Tasks insigned were carroied out 94

(b) Operaticnr of CTF 73 (Nrz'al Air Force, SEVENTH Fleet) 95-97
Proceeds toward Morvtai in CURRIeTr'? 95
Mdinxtains administrative control 95
Contintes rrztfre missions 95
Planes en search missions attack eneaz" aircraft contrary

to basic instructions 95-96
Discussion thereon 96-97

(B) i4t:ations of CPN4GAG-CINCPOA 98-138
Sstimates Japanese ships oarz..I;ional and their distribution 98
Actu&t cmpcsiti on and ci s.tbution 98
0.) Western Pacifit. Task Forces 98-119

(a) Operations of OOMTHIRDPIT 98-119
Frovxdas support end cover for Leyte lawxings 98
Rdceives contact report from CTOKAV(h-PCHINA 99
Weather conditions favorable 99
Receives centact report, from CTF 17 99
Leavns South Chtna Se& air searches curtailed 99
Ler.nia above b9arches will be maintained until ",'MSOWESPAC

consider them. no longer necessary r00
Feel-s (= 38.1 would comply with ThF 771. request for

fighter sweeps 100
Aavises conewind three enerw subaarirnes auproaching TG 30.3

from the ncrth 100
Directs Crj, 30.3 detaeh COXTWVS and GRAYSON•00 IO-lOl
Feels TG 30.3 relatively secure enemuv air, mxrface attacks 10].
"Learns dusk CAP requested of C-03 38.1 by CTF 77 101
Receives reo, e5t from CTF 77 "tain one fast -arrier group

objectivo arxa after b-day 101
Learn.s %rom ladar MaIn For.ce plarming wrtle 19th or 20th 101
SReplits to GTF 'T71, requests above 101
Dihcussion thereon 1.02
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October 20th

..irects CTF 38 neutralize eneoy air activity central Philippine, 102
Learns South China Sea air searches continued 103
Suggests CTF 38 make small sweep against Coron Bay 103
Learns FITERON EIGHT suffering from combat fatigue 103
Discussion thereon 103-104
Receives contact report on two destroyers .u.

Learne pl-tes CTG 30.5 directed cover TG 30.3 104
Notifies CTG 30.9 concerning CANBErrA and HOUSTON emergency

repairs 104
Receives recoumendation from CTF 38 for FITRON EIGHT'a relief 105
Receives contact report on two destroyers 105
Directs CTG 38.1 delay transferring MARSHALL to uTC 38.2 105
Directs CTG 38.4 delay transferring BILOXI to CTG 38.2 105
Learns 184 operational aircraft two southern Formosa airfields 105
Learns 0WQ SOWESPAC Advance Echelon established Leyte 1200 105-106
Amplifies previous operation orders for employment TF 38

October 21st, issues orders for October 22nd 106
Discussion of orders for October 22nd 106-107
Fails order air searches over northern Luson 107
Discussion thereon 107-108
Learns air searches from Kossol Passage, Tinian negative 10o
Receives report Leyte operations from CTF 77 108
Pleased by report lack enenm air activity 108
(1) TF 38 (Fast Carrier Force) 109-117

(a) Operations of CTG 38.1, CTG 38.4 (Fast Carrier Groups) 109-113
Proceeding position launch pre-landing hour air strikes 109
Composition TG 38.1 and TG 38.4 109
Learns CCtTHIRDFLT's intentions concerning changes in

coR4lements of aircraft for "near future operations" 109
Arrive on station and launch air strikes 110
Weather conditions ideal 110-IlU
Discussion fighter sweeps and strikes i1n
Discussion congestion in air over objective area 111-112
Receives request for additional fighter sweepc.

from CTF 77 112
CTG 38.4 directs McCALL to rejoin 1-12
Maintain cover over forces 112
Enenmy air activity encounteredd 112-113
Total aircraft losses 'l VF, 1 VB) 113
Set course for Point MICK fuel 113
Receive instr:ctions to delay transferring

MARSHALL and BILOXI 113
(b) Operations of CTG 38.2, CTG 38.3 (Fast Carrier Groups) 113-117

Proceed independent]y to rendezvous Point READY 113
Learns intended changes complement aireraft in

carriers for near future operations 113
Weather conditions undesirable for flytng 114
CABOT, 5TEPHEN POTTER, MILLER and THE SMLLIVANS

rejoin TG 38.2 114
CTG 38.2 receives report from BUNKER HILL FITERON 4IiT

suffering from combat fatigue, and forwerds report to
CTF 38 and (XJMTHIROF[,T with recommewndations 1,14

Discujsion thereon 114-115
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Effect rendezvous on schedule 115
Composition TG's 38.2 and 38.3 n6
CTG 38.3 conducts searches as ordered i16
Searches negative as regards eneaky forces but

contacted four submarines 116
Each group maintains local patrols 116
Aircraft losses (1 VT) 116
Encounters no eneny activity 116
Proceeds to following day launching v-sition 117

(2) Operations of CTC 30.3 (Salvage Group) 117-118
Continues toward Ulithi 117
Augmented by Hunter-Killer Group (CTG 30.7) 117

* Detaches CABOT, THE SULLIVANS, STEPHEN POTTER, and MILLER
* to CTG 38.2 117

TREVER and WATCH HILL Joined 117
NICHOLSON reports to escort WICHITA 117
ZUNI joins 118
Learns possibility three enemy submarines approaching

from the north U8
ATR 50 and CHARRETTE join 118
Detaches WICHITA, NICHOLSON to TG 38.4, UOWPENS and

CHARRETTE join 118
Present composition of TG 30.3 118
Maintains CAP during the day 118
Est1ztes arrival Ulithi October 27th or 28th 118
Droppud from discussion 118

(3) Operations of CTG 30.5 (Air Search, Reconnaissance and
Photographic Group) 119

Conducts routine air searches 119

Results uniformly negative 119
Implements prior orders to provide antisubmarine

protection for TG 30.3 119
Receives report searches from Tinian negative 119
Receives report searches from Kossol Passage negative 119

(2) Operations of CTF 17 (Submarine Force Pacific) 120-138
Method of discussing these submarines 120
Submarine disposition inadequate to provide adequate intelligenca 120-121
Discussion thereon 120-121
Sends CONVOY COLLEGE submarine contact report some 300 miles

distant from them 121
Discussion thereon 121-122
Receives dispatches and issues instructions 122-125
,mmary of day's operations - unfruitful 125

Rotation of sub~mrines in patrol areas 125-126
(a) CUNVOY COLLEGE 126-129

Background in2oonmati on 126
Receives contact report from CTF 17 with orders to "smack them" 126
Composition of submarines in the area 126
(1) SAWFISH, ICUISH, DRUM 126-127

(2) SHARK, BLACKFISH, SEA•DiGON 127-128
(3) SNOOK and COBIA 128

OWBIA receives order, to report to CTF 71 128
SNOOK requests extension of patrol 128
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(4) PARCHE and SALFSH 12E-129
Proceeds toward Saipan 128
Reports ETA Saipan; namea rescued airmen on board 128-129
Dropped from further discussion 129

(5) BACKFIN 129
Transiting area to report to CTF 71 129

(b) Northwest Coast of Formosa (TANW) 129-130
Proceeds to intercept eneW task force 129
Source of contact report not known 129
Action seums sound 130
Contacts eam force 130

Wc) Northeast Coast of Fc mosa 130-131
Operating as a reduceu w1fpack 130
(1) SILVERSIDES, TRIGGER 130-131

Operating off Kiirun hoping to contact task force 130
(2) SALMN 131

Proceeding to renaezvous with BARBEL 131

(3) WHALE and SEMoRSE 131
Proceeding independently an route Midway 131
Dropped from discussion 131

(d) MARU MOBGE (SKATE SAUlR, HuRRFISH, STEMMET, SEA DOG,
BARBEL, BILLFISHS 131-133

Patrol areas assigned 131
STERLET attacks a smail ship unsuccessfully 132
HARR& ordered rendezvous with SALMM, proceed Saipan fuel 132
BARBEL learns COBIA routing to Fremantle 132
BILLFISH stands by to relieve SKATE 133

(e) Nagasaki .- Sasebo (CROAKER, PERCH) 133-138
PERCH en route Danjo Gwuito; CROAKER en route Korea 133
Discussion of their movements 133-134
Discussion fact Commanding Officer CROAKER failed to assume

command of volfpack in absence of orders 134
(f) HIT PARADE 135-137

(1) The Approaches to Bungo Stido and Kii Suido 135-137
Background information 135
(a) HESUGO and KONQUIL 135-136

Operating as reduced wolfpack 135
Learns GABILAN detached to patrol KiU Suido 136
Wolfpack commander knows eastern approaches

Ekngo Suido entirely open 136
Unknown to these submarines the Main Force sortied

at 1735 passing close to Okinoshime 136
Learns of Allied landing at Leyte 136

(b) GABIIAN 136-137
Contimnes toward Kii Suido 136-137
Decides best positions to patrol and chooses first

Muroto Saki 137
(2) The Approaches to Tokyo Bay (GREENLING, TAMBOR) 137-138

TAMBOR heads for new patrol station 137
Discussion thereon 137-138
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(C) China - Burma - India Theater 138-140
(1) Oporations of C.G. FOURTEENTH Air Force 138-140

Ciutails search operations due weather, temporary fuel shortage 138
Advises senior commanders search difficulties, flight cancellations 138
Discussiun thereon ]38-139
Several contacts made by search planes 139
Learns CINCPOA desires searches continued until COMSOWESPAC

no longer desires them 139
Reestimates situation, decides continue searches 139
Advises his seniors full searches will be made 139
Day searches make no important contacts 139
Night search planes make three contacts 139-140
Evaluates contacts received during the day 140

HHAPt. 1 .-. JAPANESE OPERATIONS, October 20th 141-247

(A) Operations of CinC Combined Fleet 141-242
Rezains Onm~ra due weather conditions 141
Learns detailed employment Mobile Fcrce 141
Considers employment of Second Striking Force (CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE and

DESRON ONE) in support First Striking Force or Main Force 141-142
Directs Commander SW Area Force have Second Striking Force carry out

counter-landing operations 142
Learns planned move 330 planes to Philippines 142
Likely learns Allied landing Leyte Gulf will occur presently 142
Knows Allies will have five days to establish beachhead 142-143
Learns of Allied air strikes central Philippines 143
Departs Omura for Hiyoshi 143-144
Learns army has now decided defend Leyte vith maximum ground forcen 144
Discussion events leading this change of view 144-145
Japanese histories give reasons which are not believed to have been

the motivating ones 144-145
Correct reasons 145-148
This decision defend Leyte not satisfactory to C.G. FOURTEENTH Area

Army eho argues strongly against it 148
Discussion thereon 148-149
CofS Combined Fleet issues long oelayed over-all plan 150
Discussion principal variations this plan from basic SHO One Plan 150-153
Discussion soundness this plan 153-157
Discussion similar situation (Allied) in 1942 157
CofS directs Commander SECOND Striking Force consult Commmander SIXTH

Base Air Force regarding assignimnt destroyers 157-158
In so doing bypasses immediate superior in comand 158
CofS requests CoVS FIRST Striking Force enforce vigilance against

large neri aircraft Brunei 158
CofS advises all commands expect attacks by Allied fighter aircraft

in unexpected areas 158
Analysis incorrect 159
Reasons for erroneous concept :159
Learns Main Force sortie plane 159
F•acts relating thereto 159-160
CofS Combined Fleet issues orders redeploy oubmarines to dispersed

stations off Leyte if no contact with enemy is made 160
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CofS has advised Coxmander FIRST Striking Force that staff Combined
Fleet Headquarters has concluded it preferable penetrate enemy
anchorage in two groups 160

Original dispatch not available 160
Diopatch released with approval of CinC doubtful 1.60-161
Why this dispatch sent this time, in this manner not understood;

discussion thereon 161-163
Advises Coemmnders SIXTH, SEVENTH Base Air Forces certain air

patrols no longer required 163
Arrives at Hiyoshi at 1145 163
Receives additional reports on enemy including eneoy landings Tacloban 163-164
Receives dispatches failed to receive en route 164
Rcceives otheir cowi:-get reports notably report on strong Allied Forces

in Leyte Gulf 164-165
Kay have learned FIRST Striking Force arrived Brunei 165
Studios rwvnng cs*Amata 165
Receives contact rtsort. on t'-o carriers etc., off Leyte Gulf 165
Learns SECOKP Striking Force arrived Mako 165
During afternoon receives numerous dispatches 166
Neview- tasks assigned in DesOpOrd No. 363 166
CofS advices CofS Main Force that CARDIV FOUVI and DESDIV' s FORTT-ONE,

SIXTY-09"J nudg.t ba detached 166
This order not clear 166-167
Learns Main Force had sortied Inland Sea as echedul.d 167
Learns SW Arma Force advises Commander SECOND Striking Force confer

with FWURTKbVTH Area Araq relative counter-attack operations 167
Learns SECOND Striking Force to move as ordered by its Commander 167
nllli afternoon receives int lligence information 168-169

Discussion thereon 169
Receives contact report on large &IAi-d forces in Leyte Gulf 169
Learns plan for Main Force to provide *lure" 169-170
Receives contact report on strong surface forces in Leyte G•If 170
May have beau p~r4 nf an army report 170
Advises Combined Fleet composition enemy force which attacked Formosa

furnished by "POW" interrogation 170
Discussion of accuracy of information 170-172
Delay in releasing information not explained 171
Importance of this information 172
Assigns two oilers to Main Force 172

Takes direct comnand of FIRST Striking Force 172
obile Force considered dissolved 172

Discussion thereon 173
Learns Main Force sortied from Bungo Suido 173
SLetrn w Commander StoND StrikinF Force directed COMCRUDIV SIXTEM

J |to *Am* reinforcements to Leyte 173
L-v%7is CofS SECOND Striking Fores's opinions for employment that

force 174
Revises CH})1V SZ•:EFW troop carryring data 174
Learns C(RUDIV TWMTT-ONE, DMAG" W.E sortie Mako following morning 174
Learns CinC Southern Ar-T desires SECOND 5i.rii*.rg Force transport

SIXTT-F.IGHTH Brigade 174-175
Learns submarine deployment 175
Learns enemy have landed at two potntb on Leyte; on Panaon, Dinagat

and Homonhon Islands 175
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Learns G•ouander SW Area Force disapproved employing SECOKD Striking
Force for transferring SIITY-EI(JTH Brigade 175-176

Discussion of marked divergence of opinion concerning employment of
the SECOND Striking Force 176

Likely confers with Imperial General Headquarters in order obtain early
decision employ these naval forces in penetration operations 176-177

Discussion thereon 177
Receives congratulatory message from Minister of the Navy and Chief

of the Naval General Staff 177
(1) Operations of (oeander Mobile Force 178-182

In ZUI3AKU continues preparations for departure 178
Releases DesOpOrd No. 62 (Movement Plan) 178
Discussion of possible employment of SECOND Striking Force

in this plan 178-179
During forenoon receives most reports received by CinC 179
Issues instructions regarding radio deception 179
Composition of force and routing instructions 160
Track well chosen 180
Changes route after sortie due to later submarine information 180
Cautioned concering Allied fighter planes 180-181
Learns CinC has returned to Hiyoshi 181
Advises CinC that the Main Force has sortied Inland Sea 181
Receives CinC's long delayed over-all plan for penetration operation 181
Discussion thereon 181-182
Receives CofS Combined Fleet' s suggestion to consider double

penetration 182
- Likely knew of ships in Leyte (;,If 182

Advises CinC Combined Fleet ma, -,- necessary to use radio deception
to "lure" enemy 182

Mobile Force dropped from further discussion 182
(a) Operations of Commander FIRST Striking Force 182-195

Approaches Brunei Bay under radio silence 182
Oilers not scheduled to arrive until following day 183
CRJDIV SIXTEKN assigned Cotmandar SECOND Striking Force 183
Learns of torpedo attack by enemy submarine on [Igo W4ru convoy 183
Has every reason expect submarine action 183-184
Presents serious situation 184
Concerned over safety Brunei Fueling Group 184-185
Considers possibility detaching screening force 184
Estimates the situation 184-185
Decides retain screening forces intact 185
Learns of second enany submarine attack on Ugo Naru convoy 185
Estimates convoy would attract enemy submarines and that

this would be helpful to his fueling group 185
Directs hib commanders proceed into Brunei independently 186
Appears to have received contact. report on allied carriers 186
Two destroyers report for duty f-om Manila 186
Receiven wrming that large Allied aircraft may be ope rating

in the vicinity 186-187
Issues fueling plan 187
Discussion expected arrival time of Brunei Fueling Group 18a
Directs reiforcemnt of surface escort for Brwiei Fueling

Group by two destroyers 188
Receives information strong Allied forces in Leyte Gulf 188
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Sets Alert Number Three at Brunei Bay anchorage 188
Fueling of lighter units commnced fron heavy combatant units 188
Directs cruisers provide planes for protection of Brunei Bay

Fueling Group 188
Learns SEOND Strlking Force arrived at Mako 189
Directs complete radio silence while at anchor 189
Publishes morning attack position of enemy submarine which

had attacked Ugo Macu conwy 189
CGCRW•DIV SEVEN directs search of area employing night

radar equipped aircraft 189
Receives CinC's long awited over-all plan for the

penetration operation 189-190
Primary interest in plan lies in delaying X-day to October 25th 190
Receives CofS Combined Fleet's suggestion to consider double

penetration 190
Double penetration contrary to plansorders and studies;

discussion thereon 190-191
Discussion of the idea of the double penetration 191-192
Receives contact reports on Allied forces in objective area

including landing operations 193
Learns certain ships of Main Force might be used to destroy

enemy rem-ants after diversionary operation 193
Learns composition Allied force wich had attacked Formosa 193
Believes these would be principal forces encountered and

that he will be orAnumbered not only in carriers and
battleships but also in the air 193

Learns points at which the enemy has landed 194
Directs fueling of CRUDIV SIXTEEN 194
Learns 1IRST Striking Force has been placad under

operational control of CinC Combined Fleet 194
Presence of large landing boats in BATDIV TWO and NAGATO

not omplained 195
Discussion thereon 195
Ur•its continue fueling during the night 195

(b) Operations of Coander Main Force 195-205
Prepares for departure 195
Type and number of aircraft loaded aboard carriers 195-196
Normal operating complement of planes and pilots 19&-197
Units form at designated rendezvous in Inland Sea 19?
Composition of force 197
Learns planes of 901st Air Group to furnish antisubmarine

protection 197
Assumes radio silence 198
Receives report antisubmarine sweep off Bungo Suido

completed and negative 198
Advises his command of present routing intentions 198
Learns CofS Combined Fleet's tentative plan to detach certain

ships from Main Force to destroy memv remnants off Samar
after diveraionary operations completed 199

Sorties &rngo Suido at which time foru• No. Chne Alert
cruising disposition 199

Discussion thrreon 199-200
Operations Zvaluation Group comment concerning this disposition 200-201
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Issues instructions for following dy air operations 201-202
Receives several contact reports enemy submarines- all false 202
Learns FIRST Striking Force placed wider comnmad CinC

Combined Fleet 202
Now left with sole responsibility of the Main Force 202
Learns points at. which the Allies had landed 203
Forced to change course to the eastward due contacts on enemy

submarines, informs his comand of planned route 203
Discussion thereon 203
Has every reason to expect to encounter Allied submarines

off Bwigo Suido - actually was undetected because Allied
submarines had moved away; Discussion thereon 203-204

Correctly continues to operate as if sortie undetected 204
Receives numerous sight and other contact reports 204
Discussion of weight given to reported composition of TF 38 204-205

(2) Operations of Commander Advance Expeditionary Force 205-208
One additional submarine (RO 41) departs Inland Sea 205
Composition of "A" and "B" submrine groups 205
Receives order to redeploy entire strength if "A" group

submarines unable to contact enemy 205
Estimates situation and redeploys his submarines 205-206
Guiding factors regarding effectiveness of Japanese

subearine operations 206-207
Discussion of the deployment - inadequate 207-208
RO-109 and RD-112, report for duty but neither ready for sea 208

(3) Operations of Commader SIXTH Base Air Force 209-217
At headquarters at Takao 209
Chief of Staff issues essentials of attack organisation 209
Learns night searches negative 209
Amits results of morning searches 209
Learns Allies landing in central Philippines new date for penetra-

tion operation (October 25th) and CinC's plan for all out
offensive against Allied carriers by SIXTH Base Air Force 209

New plan delays X-day twenty-four hours 210
Issues orders organising units to be deployed to the Philippines 210
Learns Commander SECOND Striking Force ordered report to him

regarding assignment destroyers for mvement of personnel
and equipment to the Philippines 210

Learns movement plan of Main Force 210-211
Discusbion of di.epatches received 211
Learns caution advisod due aircraft being attacked unexpected areas 211
Learns friendly submarines nay be redeployed 211-212
Important know where friendly submarines will be operating 212
Learns SIXTH and SEVENTH Base Air Forces relieved of

reeponsibility for certain patrols 212
Learns of Allied air attacks in Philippines 212
Learns morning searches negative 212
Learns CinC Combtned Fleet has returned Hiyoshi 212
Receives reports of Allied lsndings and siotings thereon 212
Holds coordinated conference in preparation sovement Philippines 213
Discussion thereon 213
Issues orders connection with his movement to the Philippines 213-214
Receives additional "T" Force units 214
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Could see he was being provided with maxinmm forces available 214
Learns Main Force has sortied 214
Orders search and attack operations for next day 214-215
Learns of CoeS Combined Fleet' s suggestion for double

penetration by FIRST Striking Force 215
CofS publishes air attack plan against enemy task force east

of Lamon Bay during night of October 22nd 215-216
Precise meaning of dispatch not clear 216
Receives contact report and RDF contacts 216
His Senior Staff Officer arrives at Manila for operational

conference with staff of Commander FIFTH Base Air Force 216
CofS requests three destroyers proceed Takao 216-217
Probably knew that Vice Admiral Takijiro Onishi, had relieved

Vice Admiral Kimpei Teraoka as Commander FIFTH Base Air Force 217
Aware that night flying beats had departed on search 217

(4) Operations of Commander SW Area Force 217-225
Remains at Manila headquarters 217
Knows Allied landing about to occur 217
Receives SIXTH Base Air Force (330 planes) attaci organization 217
Directed order SECOND Striking Force expedite counterlanding

operations 217-218
Orders local defense forces prepare execute "U" operation 218
Awaits reports from his reconnaissance planes 218
Learns of Allied landings at Tacloban 218
Learns FIRST Striking Force alerted against large eneay aircraft

while at Brunei 218
Learns all coniandern alerted against enemy fighters 2J 9
As Commander Philippine Force prepares move reinforcements Leyte 219
Learns Commander Main Force's sortie plan 2-19
Directs transfer of five carrier attack planes and crews to

an active air group 219
Discussion thereon 219-220
Receives reports from Leyte area of enemy action 220
Discussion limited surface forces available to counterlanding 220
Learns CinC Combined Fleet has returned to Hiyoshi 220
Continues consultation with the Army 220-221
Directs Cosander SECORD Striking Force confer with Conuander

FOURTKEE"M Area. Army 2l
Receives Combined Fleet's over-all plan for penetration which

establishes X-day as October 25th 221
Discussion of the plan 222
Learns of double penetration suggestion 222
Learns of assignment of three destroyers to SIXTH base Air

Force for escort. duty 222
Cancels preparations for "U" operations 222
Learns of orders iassAed to X1MCRUDIV SIXTk2N 222
Learns FIRST Striking Force placed under direct conr•,•dr of

CInC Comhined Kleet 213
Leai--s recomnendations by (ofS SECOND Striking Foxce concerning

for)Ioyment that force 223
Learns landing craft, in criimern and loadin,- details from

CX)M CRUDIV SIXTEEN 223
Should have learned SECOND Striking Force planned sortie 0700

on fnllowinp' day and head south 23
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CofS informs Commander SECOND Striking Force that CinC Southern
ArW• desires he be made available transport SIXTY-EIGOTH
Brigade 223

Refers question of employment SECOND Striking Force to
Imperial GHQ (Navy Section) 224

Knows Vice Admiral Onishl has relieved Vice Admiral Teraoka
as Commander FIFTH Base Air Force 224

Estimates the situatimi as of midnight 224-225
Holds operational conference at his headquarters with Conmwader

FIFTH Base Air Force and others 225
(a) Operations of Conmander SECOND Striking Force 225-233

Composition of force 225
Learns CofS Southwest Area Force has no objection to employing

"him in support FIRST Striking Force or Main Force 226
Learns Luzon Strait Force to provide A/S patrol for him 226
Intercepts dispatch to Cownander SW Area Force to order SECOND

Striking Force to conduct counterlanding operations 226
Arrives at Mako, has CAP at anchor 226
Ordered to provide one to three destroyers to escort convoy

transporting SIXTH Base Air Force ground personnel and
material to Philippines 226

Assigns three destroyers of DESDIV TWENTY-ONE 226
Begins fueling from oiler 227
Learns friendly submarines way be redeployed 227
Breaks radio silence and publishes sortie time 227
Learns CinC Combined Fleet has returned to Hiyoshi 227
Learns tasks prescribed of fleet forces during forthcoming

decisive battle 227-228
Advised to confer directly with FORrEiTH Area AM 228
Discussion thereon 228-229
Receives dispatch cancelling existing orders and placing him

in control of the naval forces in counterattack operations 229
Directs CCMCRUDIV SIXTEIN to consult with the aray 229
His CofS informs Commnder SW Area Force of his desire to

be employed in the penetration operdtions 229-230
Learns of double penetration suggestion 230
Publishes sortie plan 230-231
Destination not clear 231
Learns troop and supply capacity of ChUDIV SIXTEEN 231
Learn, FIRST Striking Force now under direct comband CinC

Combined Fleet. 231
CofS issues plans to be effective if ordered to take part

in penetration operations 231
Discursion thereon 231-232
Learn- arW desires use his force 232
Learns Comnander SW Area Force disapproves this requested use 232
Decides to await further information before sortieing 232-233
Cancels proJe-tod sortie 233
Discuss .on thereon 233

(b) Operations of Commander FIFTH Base Air Force 234-242
Remains at Manila headquarters 234
Rstivates the situation , 234
Final de,.ision not known, but curtails general searches 2,34
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Reasons on which decision was babed 234-235
Receives SIXTH Bass Air Force attack organization (330 planes) 235
Learns FOURTH Air Army has launched twenty fighters against

ahipping in Leyte Gulf 235
Orders two plane attack against eneWy in Gulf 235-236
May have ordered three fighter bombers attack TU 77.4.1

which damaged SANGAMON 236
Receives GinC' a order for the decisive battle 236
Receives contact reports on two carrier givups 237
Issues orders to incorporate the "S" Attack Unit in 201st Unit 237
Discussion thereon 237
Learns FIRST Striking Force alerted against large eneny

aircraft while at Brunei 237-238
Learns all commands alerted to surprise by enomy Zighters 238
Receives orders transferring aircraft and crews 238
Learns operational strength of the 9IXTH and SEVENTH Base

Air Forces to be deployed south 238
Learns of Allied operations in the Philippines 239
Learns CinG has returned to Hiyoshi 239
Receives contact reports 239
Learns two plane attack completed, one plane lost 239-240
One plane may have torpedoed IHON(OULU 240
Learns air groups shifted 240
Holds conference with Senior Staff Officer from SIXTh Base

Air Force concerning movement to the Philippines 240
Relieved by Vice Admiral Takijiro Onishi, IJN 241
Learns of double penetration suggestion 241
Attends additional conference at Coammnder SW Area Forie Hdqtrs 241
Forms Kamikaze Special Attack Corps 241-242
Learns uwits of 'IS" Attack Unit dissolved this date and

placed under his coumnd 2,42
Aircraft lost (7) aircraft remaining (33) operational 242

(B) Operations of C.G. FOURTH Air Army 243-247
Remains at Manila Headquartsrs 2)43
Considered to have been aware of most important naval developments 243
Has fifty-five operational planes out of ninety-two available 243
Appears to have curtailed short range searches 243
Aware SECOND Air Division launched attack against eneW• ships in Gulf 243
Discussion extraordinary measures necessary muster attack twenty planes 243-244
RPceives report enemy landing at Tacloban 244/
Receives contact reports 244
Receives CinC's over-aoi plan 244
Incomplete records do not contain orders issued by comimand this day 244
However do contain Preliminary Plan of Operations for Philippine,3

Decisive Battle 244-245
Essentials this plan 245
Learns results of dawn air attack - report in error 245-246
Reports Philippines attacked by 310 planes 246
Receives contact reports 246
Rcceives intelligence estimate encmW landing forces, consist of

about three divisions supported by eighteen carriers, twelve
battleships and thirty to forty cruisers 246

Prepares hW a plan for the decisive battle 247
Aircraft losses for the day (few) 247
Recetwis aOditional planes, has remaining 75 operational planes 247
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CMR III ALLIED O&FAIONS, October 21st 248-371

(A) Operations of COMSOWESPAC 248-337
Remains aboard NASHVILLE 248
Learns planned employment of fast carrier task groups for D+I and

D+2 days 248
Receives congratulatory message from President of the United States 248
Discussion of planned employment of fast carrier task groups 248
Learns enemy plane had crashed AUSTRALIA 249
Replies to the Presidents' message 249
With members of staff goes ashore and addresses the people of the

Philippines for the second time 249
Interested in completion of Tacloban Airdrome 249-250
Discussion thereon 250
Returns aboard flagship and reviews day's dispatches 250
Discussion of necessity for accurate contact reports 250-251
Learns progress of minesweeping especially as regards Area SW1E 251
Learns (OMTHIRDFLT's request additional destroyers operation HOTFOOT 251
In flagship retires for the night 252
Makes second response to the President's message 252
Learns COMTHIRDFLT not to provide dusk fighter protection as

requested by CTF 77 252
Receives COMTHIRDFLT's dispatch requesting early advise withdrawal

of transports and vulnerable shipping 252
Discussion thereon 252-253
Learns (OMSEVENTHFLT reauestIng aircraft observation Coron Bay anchorage 253
Learns CTF 77 had decided retire damaged HONOLULU and AUSTRALIA 253
Reports progress of landing to CCIINCH 253-254
Receives contact report on carrier force in Formosa Strait 254
Drafts reply to CO00rHIRDFLT calling for that commander to provide

full cover and support Ley-te operation 254
Owing to radio silence not transmitted until following day 254
Discussion thereon 254-255
Receives request for opinion f-om COMTHIRDFLT concerning earliest

safe route to the South China Sea 255
Discussion thereon 255-256
Discussion of widely differing opinions between COMTHIRDFLT and

COMSC9dESPAC regarding employment fast carrier task forces 256
Receives report COMTHIRDFLT's air strikes against Luzon &nd Visayas 256
Receives vwr; favorable report of landing progress from CTF 77 256-257
Receives additional congratulatory dispatches 257
(1) Operations of Cormmander SEY4ENTH Fleet 257-331

In flagship returns to objective area off beaches 257
Ponders over reply to tX)MTHIRDFLT's request for aircraft targets

and coordination with other aircraft operations 257
Discussion thereon 257-258
Headquarters publishes favorable intelligence summary 258
Headquarters receives contact report enemy forces Celebes Sea 258
Receives intelligence on Japanese oilers being dispatched Conih Bay 259
Discussion Coron Bay 259
Requests CýG. FIFTH Ai- Force keep Comon Bay tuidter aix- observation 259
Discussion thereon 259
Not tware COVTHIRDFLT already haunched strike Coron Bay - negative 259-26h
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Headquarters (Hollandia) advises CTF 78 no oilers at Kossol Roads 260
Headquarters publishes contact report tw light cruisers Sibuyan Sea 260
(a) Operations of CTF 77 (Central Philippines Attack Force) 260-311

In flhgsaip operating in night retirement area 260
Interested in operations ashore 260-261
Anxious to expedite unloading 261
Requests CTG 77.4 to make fighter swmeps of western Visayas

and northern Mindanao 261
Discussion thereon 261
Learns planned employment of fast carrier task groups which

makes no provision for one fast carrier group at objective
area after D-day 262

Learns enemy plane has crashed into AUSTRALIA 262
Observes unloading operations in Southern Transport Area 262
Discussion advisability retiring damaged cruisers (HONOLULU

and AUSTRALIA) 263
Orders CTG 77.4 to provide target CAP -ver objective area

at daybreak 264
Orders damaged cruisers retire 264
CTG 70.1 (Motor Torpedo Boat Group) enters Gulf reports for duty 264
Receives recommendation from CTG 77.4 conduct air sweeps over

Cebu, Negros and northern Mindanao 264
Receives minesweeptng report, traffic routing information 265
Receives report from CTF 79 giving Allied situation 265-266
Requests CTF 38 furnish fighter protection this day and D+2 266
Advises other commands that no change in operating plan

for Motor Torpedo Boats necessary 266
Discussion of delegation of responsibility 267
Learns CTF 79 concerned regarding seriously reduced

bombardment annunition 267
Issues instructions placing into effect Harbor Defense Plan ONE 267-268
Discussion thereon 268
Decides fuel, ammunition replenishment plan unsatisfactory 268
"Advises commands concerned replenishment group would be

available inside the Gulf on D+.) day and establishes
priority for replenishment 269

IY~scussion regarding moving replenishment group inside Gul. 269
Learns from CT? 79 that close support requirements of

aircraft could be reduced 269
In flagship retires eastern Leyte Gulf for night 269
Concerned over CTF 38's inability provide special dusk CAP 270
Sends summary day's operations to CO)MSOWFESPAC 270
Weather conditions throughout day 271
Receives contact reports on enemy combatant forces 271
Discussion these contacts including receipt possible third report 271-272
Learns C.G. TENTH Corps assumed comnand ashore 272
Learns echelon L-1 had departed Leyte Gulf 272
Learns COMTHIRDFLT's request concerning operations South

Chir-a Sea 272
Intercopte CTF 79's approval of CTU 77.2.2's fueling plan 27t2-273
Receives report (XC4MIRDFLT's air strike results against

Visayas and Gornn Ray, 273
Reviews the day's events with satisfaction 273
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(A*) Operations of CTM 78 (Northern Attack Force) 274-284
Remainu anchored off M Beach 274
14T's continue encounter unloading difficulties 274
Resons for delay 274
Cbservee enemy plane crash into AUSTRALIA 274
Learns pontoon causeways in place at RED Beach Z/4-275
DMocussion necessity having pontoon caaseways and barges

under control amphibious force commander 275

Holds u=loaded LST's until nightfall before sailing 275
Iearns CTF 77 has decided retire damaged cruisers 275
Orders unloading ships including nineteen I T' s form

and depart 1800 275-276
Learns C.G. TENT.H Corp, has assumed command ashore 276
Units remaining lo'te Gulf 276
Receives Harbor Defense Plan ONE 276
Notes this plan does not change his defensive measures

now In effect 276-477
Informs CTF "7 that C.G. TENTH Corps has assuned

coomand ashore 277
Requestsinformation Half Moon relating to Navy search

Catalinas 277
Receives CTG '78.3's departure report 277
Laarns replenishment to arrive Gulf D+3 day 277
Remains at anchor while unloading oontinu4d 277
(a) Operations of CTG 78.1 (Palo Attack Group) 27& ?79

Three large ships, eleven LST's still require unloadi~ng 278
Cnncerned delay employing pontoon causeways 278
Unloading at RED Beach remains slow in part because

enemy fire 278
Has one large ship and eight LST's remaining unload 278-279
Scheduled receive part Reinforcement Group ONE next day 279

(b) Operations of CTG 78.2 (San Ricardo Attack Group) 279-280
Remains anchored off WHITE Beach 279
Completed unloading L,%Ts 279
Directs LCI's patrol San Juanico Strait 279
Notes his thirteen LST's were departing 279
Has two s'&ips remaining unload 279-280
R~eceives Harbor Defense Plan ONE 2W0
Scheduled to receive supply shipping from Reinforcement

Group ONE next day 280
(c) Operatione of CTU 77.2.1 (Fire Support Unit NORTH)

and MG 77.3 (Close Covering Group) 280-283
(1) Operations of CTU 77.2.1 280-281

Dioiposition of heavy inlps 280
*ST VIRGINIA gromwis causing damage reducing

sust.%ined speed to sixteen knots 281
Learns HONOLULU and AUST.:ALIA retiriii 281
Furnishes call fVres 281
Receives Harbor Ff-e Plan ONX 281
Operates accordonce this plan 281

(2) Operations of CTG 77.3 282-293
At anchor in FS area 2KI
Observes onfzf plane, ziash into AUSTriJA, 282
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Learns damaged cruisers to retire 282
Receives Harbor D)efeave Plan ONE 292
Operates accordance tt-is plan 293

(d) Operutioas of CTG '78.3 (Panawr Attack Group) 283l
Avaito arrival of trwasport st rendezvous ;283
Transports arrive, departa Leyte Gulf 283
Later reports his departure 283
DI Ipe from further discussion 203

We itiparations of CTG'an 76.6 (Reinforcement Group ONE),,
78.7 (Reinforcemant Group TWO)), anid 78.8 (Reinforceimnt
Oroup THREE) 284

(1) Operations of CTG's 78.6 and 78.7 294
Continues tow.ard Leyte Gulf 284
Detaches escort carrier group 284
Uejoined by SAN PEDRO 284
Enters Leyte Gulf 284

(2) Operations of ' Mr. 76.8 284
At. 116olandia preparing to depart for Leyte 284

(2) Operations of GTF 79 (Southern Attack Force) 285-3a)
Itmiine at anchor as wiloading continues 285
Re~coummends HONOLULU be retired 285
Orders depstroyers lower Surigao Strait return original.

screwning stations 285
Reco~mends destroyers as escorts for damaged cruisers 285
Makes situation report to UM? 77 285

Learnesis CT 7.1hsigtken acriFn retian 285emniinsi
oRectives arepotsplamk uiin unn o 8-

IR-tcsvsqep ry froTT 77. 2.2 reqestmaerfinghtersweposilty for

lsust ,s retirement instructions for unloaded ships 286
Directs destroyers an night screen 286
Learns damaged cruistors to retire 287
Receives information low fuel situation fr,.si GlU 77.2.2 287
Replies to Clii 77.2.2's query concerning responsibility

of assigning FS ships 2-87
Reports 'as concurrence with CTG 77.4's recommendation to

Q~ake fighter sweeps over Visayas and northern Mindianao 2W1
Designates unloaded ships to form for denpaiture 287-2"
Receives comosoition transport and LIST area screen 288
Receives recommendation from CTM 79.2 for constant daylight

air support over Catmon Hill 288
Approves OTU 77.2.2's fueling plan under certaidn -condit'-ont 2188
Receives Harbor flefenst Plan ONJ9 288
Does not change his basic plan 288-299
Concerned over beat 4eteris.o against Japanese 1.ow-flyC-ng planes 289
Directs escort ships w rendezvuous with COM04UDIV WMN 289
Fails receive information replenishment group 2839
Learns 0XOKSOWNSFAC to visit area TWIMf-FOWITH Corps

fo:Lilowing day 281)9
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Directs CTU 77.2.2 comply with Harbor Defense Plan ONE 290
Knows that convoy has departed as previously directed 290
Assault shipping remaining 290
Recommends to CTF 77 oilers be ordered into objective area

and cancels authorization to CTU 779.2G 290
Rceives TiF 77e dispch planeng replenishment soups

would anchor Gulf on D E3 day 291
Undoubtedly kndw C.C.'s SE and NINETY-SIXTH Infantry

DiNtsions had a79umed o omked a shore 291
Learns Dulag airstrip captured by 184th Infantry 291
(a) Operations of CTG 79,1 (Attack Group ABLE) 291-294

In APPALALCIIAN off YELLO3W and VIOLET ,Boaches 291

Navioation off beaches difficult due to sooking periods 291
Learns shore party could handle cargo faster 291
Lands SECOND Battalion SEVENTEENu H Infantry Regiment 291
Observes two low flying p n-mnd planes escape 292
Learns Dulat airfield captured 292
Lear•v friendly plane shot down 292
Directs disembarking of SEVNTH Doeision troops from

STARLIGHT and FELAND 292
Notifies MF 79 of sm~e materiel. shortae 292

i Directs dep.Lring ships transfer smoke materials to ships

remaining 292
0 Discussion thereon 292-es93
Knows C.G. SEVENTH Infantry Division has assumed command

oaiashore 293
Receives instruct ons continue urloading throughout night 293
Detaches witoaded ships to depart with convoy 293
Assault shipping remaining 293
MRdes CwGy report of day t s operations r t3-29r
Rcwiew3 operations with some satisfaction 296

sEnemy reaction nl 294
(b) Operations of CTG 79.2 (Attack Group RAMEn ) 297-298

Remains of7 ORANGE and patErl veaches 294
Receives repoO unloading proceeding rrpidly 294
Obtains permission retain FS ships 29t
Leans unloading dpiatory and drcides inspect beaches 295
Discussion beach conditions found upon personal inspection 295Opens fire. with flagship on Catmon Hill 296

SUnloading coimences moving much faster 296

Sights TG 70.1 entering Glf 196
Resues .G. - xInfantry Division report hour

command assumed ashore n96

Discussion thereon 2,46-2W
Genreral unloading interferrod with by. enemy mortar fire 297
Adviser CTF 79 constant patrol over Catiron "•ill necessary. 297
Receives 18W. unloading report ý97
Releases five unloxied ships to join convoy 297
WAR HAWK anwl TLKNNESSEE collide 298
Unloatding percentage of ships resmaining 298

(c) Operations of 011 77.2.41 (Gonwander Fire Support, Unit SOU•TH) 298-1300
Comp!osition and diapositio• of force 29
Shoots down eneiky plane29
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Decides to clarify understanding CTF 79's operation
plan concerning FS assignments 298-299

Designated destroyers as escort for (CKCRUDIV NINE 299
Learns fuel within command low 299
Receives reply from CTF 79 concerning FS a-signments 299
Learns escorts assigned to departing convoy 299
Reoeives Harbor Defense Plan OWE but awits orders

from CTF 79 300
Learns fueling plan approved by CTF 79 vdth modifications 300
Learns RICHARD P. LEAR! to be returned to him 300
Learns TE2NESSEE and WAR HAWK in collision 300
Receives orders from CTF 79 carry out Harbor Defense

Plan 1 OE 300
(3) Operations of CTG 77.2 (Bombardment and Fire Support Group) 300-302

During the day operated as -U 77.2.2 300
Receives Harbor Defense Plan ONE 300
Estimates the situation 300-301
Issues orders to CODBATDIV TWO 301
Receives orders from CTF 79 carry out Harbor Defense Plan ONE 301
Completes estimate and issues orders 301
Orders did not include TU 77.2.1 301
Receives FS request from CTF 79 301
Forms cruising disposition off Tay Tay Point 302

(4) Operations of CTG 77.4 (Escort Carrier Group) 302-306
Continues providing air cover and support 302
Conducts routine fighter sweeps 302
Armament for strike missions 302
Weather conditions in operating area 303
Support air strikes damage enemy positions 303
Recommends to CTF 77 that he be authorized make morning and

afternoon sweeps over Visayas and northern Nindanao 303
Receives request from CTF 77 for similar sweeps 303
Ordered by CTF 77 to provide target CAP at daybreak 304
Claims damage to the enemy by air strikes 304
Claims damage to the enemy by target CAP 304
Compilation of enemy air attacks in objective area 304-305
Japanese records of damage sustained 305
Learns CINCPOA desires DESRON FORTY-SEVEN to augment TF 38 305
Discussion thereon 305-306
Total aircraft losses for the day (I VT) 306
Aircraft remaining (287 VF, 169 VT) 306
Withdrawn to night retirement areas 306

(5) Operations of CTF 77,5 (Minesweeping and Hydrographic Group) 306-307
Exploratory sweeps negative 306
Sweep Unit ONE not employed in minesweeping 306
Total mines reported swept (279), actual, mines swept (2S5) 306-307
Summary of minesweeping operations for October 22nd and 23rd;

reported swept (306) actual (302) '307
Dropped from further discussion 307

(6) Operations of CTG 70.1 (Motor Torpedo Boats) 308-311
Enters Leyte GCulf 308
Detaches HALF MOON to report to CTG 73.7 308
Anchors off Dio Island 308I xxvii
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Reports to CTF 77 for duty 308
Advises air cemnders of MTE operations 308
Directs ten MThB, deploy to patrol areas 308
Discussion objective assiUgned M1T's 309
Objective as stated in the general plan 309-310
Discussion WM dispotition 310
Reasons tor limiting the number of MTB's on patrol 310
Of ten ordered to patrol only four MTB's took station

as directed 310-311
Discussion MTB comanders changing orders 311
Issues planned disposition for following night 311

(b) Operations of CTF 71 (Submarines West Australia) 312-331
Summary of inform.tion at hand 312
Receives contact reports from his submarines 312
Likely learns BalAbac Strait unguarded 313
Takes no corrective action 313
Discussion of dispatches reporting enomv forces and addressing

certain subiarmes - are they inforration or Orders? 313-314
Commanders who deviated from orders not criticized for so doing 314
Gives tacit approval of his commander's actions 314
Discussion thereon 314
Concerned over failure maintain comditted patrol stations 314-315
Reestimates the situation 315
Issues three dispatches to his submarines 315
Discussion thereon " 315
Concept sound if submarines on station 316
Discussion attainment of mutual understanding 316
Informs his command of contact report on seven ship convoy

off Luson 316
Sends routing instructiona to COBIA6
Learns contacts in Pare Pare Bay unimportant 316
Learns Coron Bay likely be used by important elements

Japanese Fleet 317
Learns unidentified submarine sighted off Fremantle 317
Advises movements friendly submarines Fremantle 317
Receives contact report on combat shipping 318
Receives contact report merchant shipping 318
(1) BREAM and GUITARRO 318-319

Continue toward patrol stations 319
(2) ROCK and BERGALL 319-322

(a) BEGALL 319-32-1
Patrol extended for few days 319
Continues toard sea area south of Saigon 319-320
Discussion ;..F 71's endorsement on BERGALL patrol report 321

(b) ROCK 321-322

Patrol extended for few days 321
Continues toward sea area south of Saigon 321
Returns toward patrol line 321-322

(3) H•LLILL and ANGLER 322-324
(a) BLUKGILL 322

Departs patrol area for Mios Woendi 322
(b) AN4GLER 322-324

Estimates the situation 322-323
Discusaion thereon 323-324
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(4) DACZ and DARTE 324-325
Patrol to terminate at sunset 324
(a) DARTER 324-325

Makes su=ar7 report of patrol 324
Rece±ves news broadcast invasion Philippines 324
Proceeds station west Balabac Strait 324
Ordered remain area few nore days 325

(b) DA,% 325
Pro,,eeds southern Palawan Passage 325
Recaives orderb depcrt area dark on following day 325

(5) HAMMRHAD 326
Operating off Luconia Shoals 326
Eneay forces enter and depart Brunei Bay unobserved 326
Receives orders return Fromantle 326

(6) TANTIVY 326-327
(7) STOIC 327

Patrolling Java Sea uneventfully 327
Dropped from further discussion 3Z7

(8) G•URAD 327-328
Proceeding area Point Datoe 327
Basic orders to mine and then patrol 327
Sights smoke and gives chase 327
Discussion thereon 327-328

(9) BATFISH 328
(10) STOlE 328

Patrolling approaches Gulf of Boni 328
Dropped from further discussion 328

(11) Submarines south of WEI Barrier (TANTALUS, MUSKALLUNGE,
GRCLER, HAKE, HARDHEAD, GUNNEL) 329

Dropped from further discussion until arrival within the
limits of the diagrams 329

(12) BONEFISH 329-330
Receives muting instructions Pearl Harbor or Midway 329

(13 ) COD 330
(14) UAPON 330

Proceeds Fremantle 330
(15) RATON 330-331

Proceeds Mios Woendi 330-331
(16) Lifeguard Submarines (PADDLE) 331

Conducts lifeguard duties on designated days 331
(17) Submarines retiring from the area (BAYA, HOE, SEA ROVER,

SPITEFIL, TELACHUS, STURDY, ZWAARI)VISCH) 331
(2) Operations of CAAF SOV&SPAC 331-337

Remains NASHVILLE 331
With MLSOWESPAC goes ashore for inspection 331
Pleased with progress of readying Tacloban airdrome 331-332
Anxious move fighter group forward 332
Returns aboard flagship 332
Headquarters at Hollandia issues intelligence summry which

indicates did not anticipate Japanese naval reaction in
strength at this time 332

(a) Operations of C.G. FIFTi Air Force 333-335
Assigns tasks for this day 333
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(1) C.G. FIFTH Bomber Command 333
(2) Comnanding Officer 310th Bombardment Wixg 333
(3) Comvaning Officer 91st Photo Reconnaissance Wing 333
(4) CTG 73.4 (Commander Pleet Air Wing SEVTEEN) 333
Learns results air strikes by own force 334
Japanese action reports say little about these strikes 334
Carries out Search Plan FOX 335
Receives dispatch from CTF 77 relating to M1T operations 335
Receives CCKSEVENTHFLT request keep Coron By under

surveillance 335
(b) Operations of CTF 73 (Naval Air Fore*) 335-337

In CURRITUCK continues toward Morotai 335
Morotai-based squadrons under control of Commanding Officer

310th Bombardment Wing 335
Breaks radio silence direct CTG 73.4 report all important

sightings to principal commanders 336
Discussion thereon 336
Advises command he and COOAIRSEVENTHFLT would maintsin

radio silence 336-337
(B) CINCPAC - CINCPOA 337-371

(1) Western Pacific Task Forces 337-355
(a) Operations of CCMTHIRDFLT 337-355

Proceeding vicinity San Bernardino Strait 337
Launches fighter sweep and search 337
Decides retire BUNKER HILL and FITkRON EIGHT 337
Advised by CINCPAC Commander Main Force had probably

sortied the Inland Sea 337
Receives fighter sweep request from CTF 77 337-338
Advises OOKAIRPAC combat fatigue FITERON EI(HT 338
Requests move up Guam carrier aircraft replacements 338
Discussion concerning replacement pilots 338-339
Not sufficiently aware adverse effect sustained combat

operations on pilots and aircraws 339
Advises COT 30.8 of fueling plan 340
Becomes concerned over increasing delay in delivery of

vital dispatch traffic 340
Studies existing strategic situation 340-341
Decides South China 3ea may become critical area 341
Queries COMSOWESPAC as to earliest estimate safe strike

South China Sea 341
Learns of CTF 77's request for aircraft from TG 77.4 341-342
Receives favorable report of landing situation 342
Continues study of present situation 342-343
As a result, requestsearly advice where he could be relieved

from necessity covering transports etc. 343
Discussion of advisability sending dispatches this nature

at this time 343
Intercepts request from CTF 77 requesting uusk CAP 343--l4
Publishes results of air strikes 3J4-345
Japanese information on these strikes meager 345
Learns (oron Bay appears likel,7 be used by important

elements Japanese fleet 345
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Had al•ready this mrning launched strike against this area,
rindenothing important 345-346

Receives contact report on enemy battleship force 346
Ro&ceives contact report on eneW carrier force 346
Receives contact report on enemy submarine 346-';47
Learns much merchant shipping on Tourane-Hong Kong route 347
Discussion of this latter report 347
Receives CTF 77' = mmry report for the day 347
Receives report heavy ohippin Hong Kong 348
(1) TF 38 (Fast Carrier Force) 348-353

(a) Operations of CM 38.1 and CTG 38.4 348-350
Reidezvous with fueling group at Point MICK and

cemences lueling 348
McCALL reJoins TG 38.4 348
Weather conditions undesirable 348
CIHCHJDIV SIX in WICHITA reports to CTG 38.4 349
COWO=S and GRAYSON report to OCT 38.1 349
Fueling complated 349
Receive replacement aircraft and pilots 349
Head west to rendesvous with TO 38.2 349
Maintain air cover during day 349
Composition TG's 38.1 and 38.4 349-350

(b) Operations of CTG 38.2 and CTG 38.3 350-353
Launch air strikes 350
Weather favorable 350
Damage claimed by strikes including Coron Bay 351
Japanese accounts these strikes 351
Claims of shipping damage appear excessive 351-352
CTG 38.2 conducts searches as ordered 352
Maintain air cover over forces 352
Enen air activity in vicinity limited 352-353
Total aircraft losses for the day 05 VF, I VB, 2 VT) 353
CTG 38.2 heads on circuitous rjute toward Point RFAD!

to rendezvous with CTG's 38.1 and 38.4 353
CTM 38.3 heads toward Area MICK to fuel 353

(2) Oparations of CTG 30.5 (Air Search, Reconnaissance and
Photographic Group) 354-355

Continues air searches - all negative 354
Indications are searches not flown to full distaoce 354-355

(2) Operations of CTF 17 (Submarine Force Pacific) 356-369
Knowa landings at Leyte pioceeding on schedule 356
Directs SNOOK to Join SHARK olfpack 356
Discussion effectiveness woIfpack operations 356
Necessity for keeping submarines informed of movements ofSother friendly submarinesl 356-357

Issues routing FONEFISH apparently uaware her earlier request 357

Estm•ates the situation 358
Releases GrU2MIING, TAMBOR from close in patrol Tokyo Bay 358
UDiecussion thereon 358
Assigns lifeguards for strikeik by TWLW¶'TH Air Force 358
Realisee BONWFISM's dispatch had crossed his own 359
Learns ATULU, JALLO, PINTADO to depart Saipan next day 359
Receives contact report on carrier force Formosa Stralt 359
issues routing instructions BARJEL 359
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Receives BARO' a conte.t on enemy submarine 360
Learns HADDOCK, TUNA and HALIBUT had departed Saipan 360
(a) CONVOY COLLE 360-364

Rotate patrol areas 360
(1) SAWISH, ICSFISH, DRM 360-361
(2) SHARK, BLA(Kn SH, SEADRAGON 361-362

Learn* SNCOX to join volfpack 361

SEADRAuON contacts Japanese SECON Striking Force 361-362
BLACKFISH crew ill preaumbly from carbon tetrachloride 362

(3) SNOOK, O0BIA 363-363Operate as reduced volfpack 362
SNOOK ordered to join SHARK wolfpack 362-363
COBIA discontia~se patrol to report to CTF 71 363

(4) MACKFIN 363
Transits Belintang Channel on route report Tfli 71 363

(5) HADDOCK, HALIBUT, TUNA 363-364

Departs Saipan for patrol in Luson Strait area 363-364
(b) Northwest Coast of Formosa (TANG) 364

Probably receives report of carrier force in Formosa Strait 364
(c) Northeast Coast of Formosa (SILVERSIDES, TRIGGER, SALMON) 365

SALMON en route rendezvous with BARBEL 365
Effects rendezvous, commences return patrol station 365

(d) MAKU MORGUE (SEA DOG, SKATE, SAURY, BURRFISH, STERLET,
BILLISH, BARBEL) 365-366

Submarines in area reduced from six to five 365
SKATE terminates patrol and departs area 365-366
BILLFISH occupies area vacated by SKATE 366
BARBEL effects rendezvous with SALMON 366
BARBEL contacts enemy submarine 366
1BAR•'L• dropped from further discussion 366

(e) Nagasaki - Sasebo (CROAKER, PERCH) 367
CROAKER, PERCH receive lifeguard assignments October 25th 367
PERCH receives contact on carrier force Formosa Strait 367

(f) HIT PARADE '167-369
(1) The Approaches to Bno Suido (IESUGO, WOMQUl,) J67-368

Patrol western approaches Bango Suido 367
Japanese suebmarine RO.-46 sorties Bungo Suido undettected 368

(2) The Approaches to Kii Suido (GARILAN) 368
(3) The Approachns to Tokyo Bay (TAMBOR, GREELING) 368-369

TAMBOR sights but unable attack enemy submarine 3 68
Receive change patrol orders 389

(C) China - Burma - India Theater 369-371
(1) Operations of C.G. FOUW1EET Air Force 369-371

Numerous contacts made by search planes 369-370
Discussion contacts relative submarine operating areas 17O
OCINAYGRPCHINA evaluates contacts and makes report 370-371
Apparently contacts carrier force Formosa Strait 371
Search plane on west courue returns to base 3*71

C~hlPE IV I_& JAP&(SE OPERATIONS. October 2st 37-?-~4*4

(A) Opriations of CinC Combined gleet 372-477
Watches situation from Kiyoshi 372
Has two highly importAnt problems 372-373
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Leoo•s FIRST Striking Force probably sighted 373
In reality had no cause for alarm 373-374
Importance efficient communications intelligence organization 374
Receives several pertinent dispatches 374
Discussion formation Kamikase units 374
Allow Conmander SIXTH Base Air Force change day general air offensive 375
L.fams night searches Garan Bi negative 375
Leamus plans SKOND Striking Force in event ordered in penetration 375
Learns Allied aircraft attacking the Philippines 376
Reaffirms X-day as October 25th 376
Receives information Formosa and Japan to be bombed next day by

China based planes 376
Warns Commander FIRST Striking Force to be alert for enemy

reconnaissance planes 376
Learns B24's operating far as Puerto Princesa, San Jose 377
Receives numerous contact reports 377-378
Receives intelligence largely from Allied broadcasts 378
Receives report Allies landing Rapu Rapu Island 379
Learns SMD Striking Force ordered Manila 379
Receives information strong Allied ships Leyte Gulf 380
Receives S9C00D Striking Force's sortie order 380
Learns Comander SW Area Force had assumed command all naval

air forces Philippine Area 380-381
Receives SW Area Force dispatches concerning Army-Navy agreement

and the enployment of CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE and DESRON ONE 381
Notifies naval unita in Formosa, Nanset Shoto Area of possible

air attacks from China 382
Receives Imperial Rescript 382-383
(1) Operatione of Commander FIRST Striking Force 384-425

At Brunei refueling according to plan 384
Learns SEOXND Striking Force sortie cancelled 38j+
Learns CRMMIV SIXTEEN to move first troop reinforcements 384
Learns his force probably sighted by aircraft 384
Necessarily concerned about three important items 384
Hearing nothing from Brunei Fueling Group, considers them safe 385
LeLrns SEOOND Striking Force's plan in penetration operation 385
Directs all coimwnders assemble at 1700 in ATAGO 385
Notes Brunei Fueling Group had entered port 386
Notes ASAGUMO and TAAGU4MO not with fueling group 386
Receives Allied broadcast about landings on Leyte 387
Discussion thereon 387-388
Receives numerous contact reports 389
Receives conflimation X-day ar October 25th 390
Almrted to Radio Tokyo deception plai 390
Directs marking of channel in Balabac Strait 390
Learns shipboard aircraft being moved within coiimand 391
Alliei carrier aircraft attacks south of contral Philippine-1 391
Recteives contact report on strong carrier force 391
Learns six reconnaissance seapLanes ordered cover his movement

w~rthward 391.
Receives repor-t Allies landing on Rapu kapu Island 392

SReceives recommudation rwintain strict air alert 392
Observes ASAGUMO and YAMAGUMO return Brunei 492
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Learns outline movements of some arsy troops 393
Issues written order for penetration operation 393-394
Issues proposed movement schedule by dispatch 395
Commander THIRD Section's written orders and his dispatch

orders likely discussed 395-396
Essence penetration plan 397
Discussion objectives 398-400
Discussion guiding motivations of this plan 400-4a17
Discussion movement plan 4OO-408
Three routes considered for Main Body 401-403
Discussion these routes 403-408
Factors which motivated divided approach 408-417
Principal factor likely diversions; discussion thermon 417-421
Correct procedure 421-422
Observes CRUDIV SIXTRN depart Brunei Bay for Manila 422
Learns SECOND Striking Force departing Mako for Manila 422
Learns Commande- SW Area Force has assumed command naval air

forces Philippine Area 423
Issues penetration dispatch from Labuan Island 423
Discussion this strategem 423-424
Learns Comander SW Area Force desires SECOND Striking Force in

penetration operation under his .ommand 424
(CXBATDIV ONE assembles unit commanders in TAMATO 424
Unit commanders informed army reliance on navy in defense Leyte 424
Continues refueling 425

(2) Operations of Commander Main Force 426-439
Learns two oilers transferred his command 426
Learns sortie SECOND Striking Force cancelled 426
Learns likely FIRST Striking Force discovered 426-427
Assumes day's cruising disposition 427
Discussion this disposition 428-429
Launches search aircraft 429
Learns deployment friendly submarines 429
Receives contact report his search planes on two submarines 429-430
Issues instructions employment radio deception 430
Alerted to Radio Tokyo deception 430-431
Receives confirnation X-day as October 25th 431
Discussion radio deception 431
Receives certain important contact reports 431
ZUiKAKU detects torpedo noisea 431
Learns B-24's operating far as Puefto Princesa, San Jose 432
Receives contact report on carrier force 432
Informs command no further searches this day 432
Learns SEkOND Striking Force ordered advance Manila 433
Means this force not to be ordered his command 433
Receives RLDF report on carrier force 433
Evaluates contacts 433
Laarns various movements of army forces from SW Area Force 14314
Receives report Alliem landing Rapu Rapu Island 434
Studies Combined Fleet tentative plan 43ý
This plan similar WONTHIRDFLT's plan 436
D.r,-)cts al1 ships efuorce radio discipline 43 6
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Isaues air operations plan for next day 436
Learns SEGOND Striking Force to depart Mako for Manila 436
Losses indicate low state of training 436-437
Learns Allied ships in Leyte Gulf 437
Learns ISUZU has had continuous submarine contact 437
Learns Commander SW Area Force desires SECOND Striking Force

in penetration operation under his command 438
Learns operational policy SW Area Force 438

Learns Supply Force departing on schedule 438
(a) Operations of Commander Main Force Suppjy Force 439

Issues instructions to his command 439
(1) Operations of Commander FI&ST Supply Group 439

Departs Tokuyama for Koniya 439

(2) Operations of Commander SECOND Supply Group 439
Remains Kure preparing for sortie 439

(3) Operations of Commander Advance Expeditionary Force 440
Submarine RO-46 departs Inland Sea 440
Eleven submarines now at sea 4•C
Submarines make no contacts 40

(4) Operations of Commander SIXTH Base Air Force 440-452
At Takao awaiting contacts from night search planes 440
Issues directives to his command 440
CofS publishes plan for general offensive 44C-441
Anticipates specified date by one day 441
Reasons for this 441-442
Learns Kamikaze Special Attack Units formed 442

Discussion thereon 443
Learns night air seaches negative 443
Learns deployment friendly submarines 444
Receives numerous contacts by FIFTH Base Air Force 444
Issues basic directive movement aircraft to Philippines 445
Discussion thereon U45
Warned China-based planes will attack Formosa, Japan 446

Receives confirmation X-day as October 25th 446
Learns B-24's operating far as Puerto Princessa, San Jose 446
Receives several contact reports on Allied carriers 446-447
Learns China-based bombers sighted heading Formosa 447
Issues outline of operations for following day 4147

Learne SECOND Striking Force ordered proceed Nanila 448
Learns enemy has landed Rapu RaDu Island 448
Learns Commander SW Area Force has assumed command all naval

air forces Philippines 449
Discussion thereon 449
Does not provide direct air cover for FIRST Striking Force

except in limited wav 449-4550

Chooses to provide indirect cover by attacking enery carr.'ers 49-4,50
Discussion this gction - seems of doubtful correctness 450-451
Warned against attack by China-based aircraft 451
Learns report lancin•s at Rapu Raru Island false 451-452

(5) Operations of Cormrander SW Area Force 452-461
At headquarters with staff in conference with Coirander FIFTH

Base Air Forcu representatives of the SIXTH Base Air Force 452
Estimates situation 0 52
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Learns SECOND Str5king Force sortie cancelled 453
Learns night searches from Garan Bi negative 453
Learns SE.ZCOND Striking Force' s plan in penetration operafion 453
Learns Allied planes had attacked 9..he Philippines 453
Army and Navy reports numbers attacking aircraft vary 453-454
Receives confirmation X-day as October 25th 454
Receives numerous contacts 454
Receives warning exercise caution on certain radio messages as

may be false for deception purposes 454-455
Learns B-24s operating far as Puerto Princesse., San Jose 455
Directs SECOND Striking Force proceed Manila 455-456
Advises interested commanders developing situation with

relation army 457
In view prospective arrival S31TH Base Air Force issues

instructions to his command 457-458
Discussion thereon 458
Learns FIRST Striking Force probably sighted by aircraft 458
Cancels "U" Operation Alert 458
Publishes Arry-Navy Agreement move troops Cagayan to Leyte 459
Advises CinC Combined Fleet of opinion concerning employment

CRUDIV WENTY-ON6, DESRON ONE 459
Discussion thereon 459-460
Learns enemy landing Rapu Rapu false 460
Warns of friendly ships operating Philippine Island waters 460
Implements basic Army-Navy Agreement above referred to 461
Commander FOURTEENTH Area Army coordinate action promulgated 1,6 1a
(a) Operations of Commander SECOND Striking Force 462-465

With CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE and DE.RON ONE at Mako 462
Orders DI;SDIV IWENTY-0NE proceed Takao 462
Warned China-based planes will attack Formosa, Japan 462
Receives confirmation X-day as October 25th 463
Receives additional warning concemning China-based

enemy aircraft 463
Receives orders proceed Manila 463
Advises interested commands scheduled movement 464
A-w-its decision employment his command 464,
Sorties Mako 464
Learns J;'J Area Force's view concerning his employment 464
Receives ma.ty dispatches and contact reports 4614-465
Learns Commander SW Area Force has assumed command naval air

forces Philippines area 465
Unknown to him, his force contacted by Allied submarine 465
DESDIV TWENTY-ONE arrives at Takao 465
(1) Operations of CC(]ChUDIV 6IXTt!N 466-467

At anchor tirunei Bay 466
Receives orders carry out first movement troop

reinforcements 466
Learns 'E".ONO) Striking Force ordered Manila 466
Receives many dispatches and contact reports 466
Knows he will handle counterla.dlng operations with

CRU£IV 5IXTU-.N 466
Receives Army-Navy Agreement tove troops Cagayan to Leyte 4&U-467

(b) Operations of Communder FIFTH Base Air Force 467,-477
Receives J1I'tIH bane Air Force di:spatch general offensive 467
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Receives confirmation of general offensive 468
No specific information available extent search, reconnaissance 468
Learns deployment friendly submarines 468
Commencett receiving contact reports on Allied carriers 468-470
Announces surprise attachc or enemy ships Leyte Gulf 470
Discussion thereon 470
Studies FOURTH Ai' Army order for SHO Operation 470
Receives sighting report fron lookout station 471
Directs further reconnaissance San Bernardino Strait area 471
Likely awre Kamikaze attacks to be initiated 47.
Receives orders provide six recon e.ssance seaplanes provide

A/S protection FIRPT Striking Foece 471
Learns B-24s operating far as Puerto Princessa, San Jose 471-472
Receives confirmation X-day as October 25th 472
Announces Vice Admiral Onisbi has assumed command FIFTH

Base Air Force 472
Receives contact reports 472-473
Receives Commander SW Area Force's instructions once SIXTH

Base Air Force reported 473
Knows search attack group of six planes had departed Nichols

Field to attack carriers 473
Receives outline SIXTH Base Air Force operations for nxtt day 473
First Kamikaze attack unit departs Cebu Island to crash

enemy group of carriers 474
Discussion inauguration Kamikaze Special Attack C~vps 474
Receives report number enemy ships Leyte Gulf 475
Summary evaluation important contacts enemy forces Philippines 475
Learns report enemy landing near Legaspi false 475
Learns search attack from Nichols Field faiied make contapt 475
Learns FOURTH Air Army has launched aiL- strikes against

enemy ships Leyte Gulf 475
Learns opinions S61 Area Force employment CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE,

DESRON ONE 477
Evaluation aircraft lost during day (9 planes) 477
Operational aircraft remaining (24 planes) 477

(B) Operations of C.G. FOURTH Air Army 478-484
Learns Commander SIXTH Base Air Force' s plan for general air offensive 478
No information available as to extent of w-arch and reconnalssance

ope rat ions 478
Receives contact reports 478-479
Discusses utilization army bases 479
Places THIRTIETH Fighter Group under Commander SECOND Air Division 479
Issues Operation Order for coming offensive 479-480
Discussion thereon 480

Receives c'nfirmation X-day as October 25th and a contact. report 480
Issues amplifying instructions relating to Operation Ordor 481
Discussion essence this order 481-482

Learns Allies landing Rapu |Rapu Island 482

Receives contact report 482

Receives Commander ;W Area Force's instructions once )'IXTH Base
Air Force reported 482--43

Receives informaticn of other events during the day 483
Results claimed for the days attacks are illegible 483-484
Available aircraft (37) 484
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CHAPTER V - ALLIED OPERATIO._L jctober 22nd 485-606

(A) Operations of CWSOWE3PAC 485-562
Receives contact - one on three cruisers in Palawan Passage 485
Transmits message to COWM4IiD•ILT drafted on previous day, delayed

by radio silence 485
Goes ashore to inspect conditions 086
-eturns aboard NAS4ILLE 486
Learns FOURTFAM Air Force search tu.n nd back by weather 487
Receives C(MTHIRDFLT forecast increase in enemy submarine activity 487
Receives summary of ground force activities 487
Receives various other dispatcGi 08
(1) Operations of Conmander SEYENTH Fleet 488-555

Administrative control reyaains Hollandia 488
Headquarters at Hollandia receives most dispatches including

contact reports 488-490
(a) Operations of CTF 77 (Central Ehilippines Attack Force) 490-540

Particularly -interested in operations ashore, at beachheads 490
Receivas certain dispatches and voice radio messages

including contact reports 490-492
Receives query C(MINCH to CIWGPCiA requesting what COMTHIRDFLT

had in mind aboat safe route 492
Learns TG 77.4 protests prospe~tive detachment DESRON

FORTY-SEV 492
Discussion thereon 492-493
Receives SEA DRAGON contact of previous day on one carrier,

four unidentified war uhips 493
Becomes concerned over fueliig plan and cancels CTF '79' s

approval 493
Implements air - sea rescue procedure 494
Discussion thereon 494
Receives 1000 situ~tion report from CTF 79 494
Directs replacements for DESRON FORTY-SEVi 495
Discussion thereon 495
Directs CTG 77.2 furnish antisubmarine patrols upon departure

attack force commanders 495
Cancels 14TB patrcCl southern ;Sn Juaa,ico Strait 496
Authorises CTG 77.4 make fighter sweeps 496
Advises CTF 79 of C.G. SIXTH Army request concerning unloading

reserves 496
Discussion rebroaacastirng contact reports 498
Dispatches daily sunwary operations to C(IMSOWFSPAC 498
Discussion thereon 498-499
Informs CfF 79 details ceremony for instaliation Philippine

Goverrment 499
Learns CUKTHIRD'LT's plan for rearmin]g, fueling, provising

his units 499
Studies own situation 499-5OO

SRequests retention CHUDIV F(UR 500
Unus-ual view mental attitudes CTF 77 ris-a-vin OOMTHIRDFLT 500
Learns FOU1hTEiNTH Air Force searches turned back by weather 5,00
Learns extent of damage dE.;T VIRGINIA 500-50]
Learns progr•as ashort at northern beaches hghLy satisfacto. ily 501
fReceives CaJTHIWFLT' s forecast increase in enemy wublarlno

activity 501
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Learns Seacat operations to commence about October 25th 501-502
Learns 0OMTHIRDFLT's intention retire two Task Groups Ulithi 502
(1) Operations of CTF 78 (Northern Attack Force) 502-515

Responsible for exp~ditious unloading 502
Notes Reinforcement Group ONE has arrived 503
Concerned over problem of unloading units this group at

RED Beach 503
Decides authorise unloading at Cataisan Point despite

delay completing airfield 503
Discuss ion thereon 503-505;
Queries CTG 78.5 progress minesweeping certain areas and

learns sweeping underway 506
Learns CTG 77.2 to provide antisubmarine patrol upon

deperturo of attack force conuanders 506
Directs unloaded trarsports form and depart 506-507
Receives instructions assign one destroyer aivision CTG 77.4 507
Directs unloaded LSTts to form and depart 507
Forwards summarized report of situation 508
Has number ships remaining to be unloaded 503
(a) Operdtions of CTG 78.1 (Palo Attack Group) 509-510

Discussed largely under CTF 78 509
Units Reenforcement Group OMN arrive 509
Learns certain unloaded ships to depart 509
Has fourteen LST' s remaingn be unloaded 510

(o) Operations of CTG 78,2 (San Ricardo Attack Group) 510-511
Units Reenforcement Group ONS &rrive 510
Learns certain unloaded ships to depart 510
Has six LiT's, the JUPIT•, ACHILLES and six XAK's

remaining to be unloaded 511
(c) Operations of CTU 77.2.1 (Fire Support Unit NORTH) and

CTG 77.3 (Close Covering Group) 512-513
(1) Operations of CTU 77.2.1 512

Composition of unit 512
Stands by for call fire missions 512
Retires to night stations north of Tay Tay Poir.t 512

(2) Operations of CTG 77.3 512--513
Composition of group 513
Stands oy for call fire missions 513
Retires to night station area SE of transport area 513

(d) Operationa of CTG 78.6 (Rainrfermnerit Group ONE),
CTG 78.7 (Reinforcement Group TWO) and CTG 78.8
(Reinforcemrent Group THREE) 5171--515

"(1) Operations of CTh 78.6 513-515
Composition of gr'oup 513I Enters Leyte Gulf on schedule 511j Transports, L,T's WHITE Beach commence urioading 514
LWT's destined RED Beah orderet anchor 514
Directs 1T' s unload at Cataisan Poixit 514
Departs area with unloaded ehips 514
Operatiorm of CTG 78.7 anr CTI 78.8 515
CTG 78.7 continues toward Leyte Gixlf '45
£1TG 78.13 at Hollandia prao~rei for departure 515
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(2) Cperatiotm of CT? 79 (Southern Attack Force) 516-534
Receives smar~y re"-ort of CM '19.11' 3 operations of

'Io previous day 516
Orders Naval boicbardmont of Catoc'i Hill. 517
Learvra plani for anintaining acreen around transport area 51?
Four 1.3T' a destinied OMAGE-BLUE Beach report repeatedly

for ins~tructions 518
Receives request Potm CTF' 7? for summary of the situation

as of 1000 518
Criticiz~ed for apprm~ing CTG 77.2's fueling reco~mmendation 518
Forwards 1000 3umary' of the situation 519
Directs Crm 77.2 assign FS ships and arrange replenishment

schedule for next day- 520
Discusses unlcuading prableus in meeting with CTG 79.2 520
Learnis CIG 77.2 e~ssignments ror FS missions 521
Directs unlctaded ahips f .mr aiid depart 521
Studies unloading situat."on 521
Directed bend one Oestroyer division to CTG 77.4 522
Learns rships and stations of transport screen 522
Four L6Tn's abain report for .instrrt.tions 522
Comuplet a discussion with UTG 79.2 522
Receives orders land Army Reserves area k4INETY¶-SM~H Infantry!

Division 523
Ltarns of ainiesu.eeping progress 523
Diretts four LST' a discharge at YALLI.O TWO Beach 52.3
Receives recommendiation regarding transfer of smoke

tmterials and towinition fram departing ships 524
Learns couipositi<.n deprting convoy 524
Adviees arrival date of damaged WAR HAWK 524
M~any ships remaining to be completely unloaded 524-525
(a) Operations of CI'G 79.1 (Attack Group ABLE) 525-529

Continues unloading throughout ni~ght 525
Unloading primary concern 525-526
Receives request for information concerning shipping

of TWENTY-FOURTH Corps 526
Repl~ies with unloading percentages 526
Assigns destroyers for night FS missiona 527
Learns transpoet-s not to retire for night 527
Learns composition of ships departing 527
Directs unload maximum rate during night 527
Recommnends LST collect swaoke material and ammaunition

from ships learing area 527
Adviuas unloading percentages 527-528
H&6. thirty-one 1.iT' a, four cargo ships, one transport

rema ining to be completely unloaded 528
(b) Oporations of CTG 79.2 (Attack Group BAKER) 528-532

Continues unloading ships 528
Unloading problems still obtain 5.28--5-19
Observes Naval gunfire directed at Liberanan Head 529
A3 signed gunfire support ships 529
Receives report of LJT unloa'4irig percentages 5.:9-530
Leaves flagship to Inspect beaches 530
Returns to flagship, inspection unsatisfartory 530)



Receives unloading report O be d 530

Advises ships forming for departure 530

Ordered land 17OTH Engineer* 530-5i1
Dicseisibilitys order in PU LMS with CTF 79 531

Unloading situation disaproved 531Has five transport*, two cargo ships a ndine IO'•sT

(c) Operations of CTU 77,2.2 (Fire Support Unit SOMH) 532-534
Units delayed in reaching station due to reduced

S,•visibility (saoke) 532
S,•His fueling plan disapproved by MT? 77 533

Designated to provide air-sea rescue aircraft 533
Receives operational orders from CTF 79 533
As CTG 77.2 submits fueling and amunition

replenishment plan 533-534
As CTG 77.2 instructed to provide antisubmarine
patrol upon departure attack force ecinders 534

(3) Operations of CTG 77.2 (Bombardment and Fire Support Group) 534-536
Operating in accordance with Harbor Defense Plan ONE 534-535
Composition of group 534-535
Issues fueling instructions for next day 535
Operates during day as CTU 77.2.2 535
Day's operations completed, proceeds to night covering

station 535
(4) Operations of CTG 77A4 (Escort Carrier Group) 536-539

Continues to provide sir cover over objective area 536
Weather conditions the area 536
Expresses concern over prospective detachmnt DES AN

FORTY-SEMVE 537
TU 77.4.24 joins having completed duty with TG 78.6 537
Now assembled in full strength 537
Launches afternoon strike (32 VF, 12 VT) 537
Recovers afternoon strike (losses 3 VF, 1 VT) 538
During day flies 242 direct support, and forty-four

fighter s'weps 538
Claim heavy success against Lahug and Opon airfields 538
Has planes remaining (333 VF, 190 VT) 539

(5) Operations of CTG 70.1 (Motor Torpedo Boat Group) 539-540
At anchor San Pedro Bay 539
Prepares coemmece patrol as scheduled 539
Movements of MTB's guided by certain instructions 539
Prepares to extend his operations according to plan 539-540
Decides base tender and fifteen Ml's at Liloan 540
MTB's depart for patrol stations 540

(b) Operations of CTF 71 (Submarines Went Australia) 541-555
Receives contact report from DARTER on three large ships 5"
Learns DARTER not on assigned station 541
Takes no action; discussion thereon 541-542
Passes contact report to principal comanders 542
Learns DARTER had lost contact 542
Studies the situation 542

Z Learns DACL search for anew negative 543

Learns of c'•tact by TF 17 subiarines on carrier force 543
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Advises interested cowmands of submarine movements -
somuaat in error 544

Assigns lifeguard duties to PADDLE 544
Receives request from DACE for extension of patrol to work

merchant convoy 544-545
Authorises DACM remain until October 24th 545
Discussion this extension 545
(1) ERM and GUITARRO 545-547

(a) BRE 545-546
Conducts patrol near Cape Calavite 545-546
Authority for euch action 546
Discussion indefinite patrol orders 546

(b) GUITARRO 546-547
Continues toward Mtimoro Strait 546-547

(2) ROCK and EGALL 547
(a) EERGAL 547

Continues toward sa area south Saigon 547
(b) ROCK 547

Decides return patrol line 547
Decides remain patrol few days longer 547

(3) H.UEG 547-548
Continues return to base 547-548

(4) 548
Picks up Japanese survivors 56
Patrols along traffic route toward Manila 548
Probably receives contact report by SEADRAGOM 548

(5) DACE and DARTER 54&-552
(a) DARTER 548-550

Contacts CRJDIV SIXTEN 548-549
DACE joins in the chase 549
Unable to attack, loses contact 549
Heads for station in western Balabac Strait 549
Establishes rendezvous with DAM 550

(b) DAMZ 550-552
Joins in *haze of DARTE's contact 550
Search of Dangerous Ground for enemy negative 550
GComences return to Fremantle 551
Receives contact report on merchant convoy 551
Requesto extension patrol to work convoy 551
Discussion thereon 551
Receives extension patrol 551
Ordered by wolfpack co~munder rendezvous with DARTER 551
Discussion deviations from assigned patrol stations 551-552

(6) HA)mmRH-AD 552
Continues toward Fremantle 552

(7) TANTIVY 552
Dropped from further discussion 552

(8) GUJNARD 553
Searches for convoy previously contacted 553
Contacts convoy, attempts attack 553

(9) BATFISH 553
Continues toward station north Scarborough SHOAL 553
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(10) COD 553-554
Reports sighting enexW aircraft Lingayan Gulf 553
Discussion thereon 553
Receives contact made by SEA DRAGON 554

(11) LAPOK 5.54
Continues toward Fremantle 554

(12) COBIA 554-555
Continues toward Fremantle 554
Picks up Japanese survivors 554-555

(13) RATON 555
Continues toward Mios Woendi 555
Dropped from further discussion 555

(14) PADDLE (Lifeguard Submarine) 555
In Makassar Strait 555
Learns about air strike for next day 555

(15) Submarines retiring from the area 555
(2) Operations of GCAF SOWESPAC 556-562

"Goes ashore with CCMSOWESPAC 556
Doesn't like look of Leyte airdromes 556
(a) Operations of C.G. FIFTH Air Force 557-559

Assigns tasks 557
(1) C.G. FIFTH Bomber Comnd 557
(2) Commanding Officer 310th Bombardment Wing 557
(3) Commanding Officer Ninety-First Photo Reconnaissance Wing 557
(4) CTG 73.4 (Comwnder Fleet Air Wing SEVENTEkN) 557
Advises PE4T searches negative 557
Advises all comands concerned of planned strikes 558
Learns prescribed tasks accomplished this day 558
Claims not supported by Japanese information 558-559
Notifies all concerned PB4Y searches negative 559

(b) Operations of CTF 73 (Naval Air Force) 560-561
Continues toward Morotai 560
Continues to execute search plan FOX 560
Claims damage to eneum 560
Search planes deviate from primary mission by attacking

enemy shipping 560
Directs ten Catalinas (PB't's) to Leyte Gulf by October 23rd 560
(1) Operations of CTG 73.7 (Advanced Group) 561-562

UALF MOON and SAN CARLOS move to Hinunangan Bay 561-562
(B) Operations of CINCPAG - CINCPOA 563-605

Studies COMTHIRDFLT's two dispatches to C(4SOWSPAC 563
Issues instructions to COMTHIRDFLT directing him in effect to continue

his covering operations and forbidding him to move major units into
the South China Sea 563

Evaluates intelligence and decides Main Force or Supply Force had
sortied Inland Sea 564

Discussion thin evaluation 564
(1) Western Pacific Task Forces 565-589

(a) Operations of CONTHIRDPLT 565-589
Continues toward Point RkADY 565
Receives severai contact reports on enemy combatatt ships in

Verde Island Passage and Palawan Passage 565
Rendezvous with TG's 38.1 and 38.4 565
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Learns 0OKINCH desires early amplification COMTHIRDFLT's
request for route to South China Sea 565-566

Learns from CIWCPAC, Main Force or its supply force had
probably sortied Inland Sea 566

Receives orders from CINCPAC in effect to continue his
covering operations and forbidding him to move major
units into the South China Sea 566

Intercepts SEADRAGONIs contact report on carrier force
Luson Strait 566

Continues concern himself with Operation HOTFOOT 567
Plans Strategical Psychological Wrfare measure against Japan 567
Intercepts contact report by DARTER 568
Learns arrival "Window" shipment 568
Directs TG's 38.1, 38.4 to proceed Point CONDOR 568
Moves closer Ulithi 568
Directs HANCOCK transferred to CTG' 38.1 568
Acknowledges orders continue cover SOWESPAC operations 568
Learns Saipan-based searches negative 569
Isnues directive for next day 569
Directs TG's 38.1 and 38.4 proceed Ulithi 569
Discusnion thereon 569-570
Issues orders replenishment Ulithi 570
Authorises cancellation afternoon search due weather 570
Requests number of planes remaining in CTG 38.1 571
Directs BUNKER HILL and escorts (TG 30.4) to Manus 571
Desires retain pilots FITHON EIGHT fit for combat 571
Receives special contact report by Japanese plane 572
Discussion thereon 572
Replies CCMINCH query concerning South China Sea 572
Discussion thereon 572-573
Receives CTG 30.5's request reduce air searches to 800 miles 573
Advises CVE's be fully utilized transport replacement aircraft 574
Informs CINCPAC present intentions send carrier groups Ulithi 574
Learns planned strikes C.G. FIFTH Air Force 574
Advises CTG 30.8 of fueling plans 575
Discussion thereon 575
intercepts Morotai-based plane contact 575
Advises ttatus aoiition available 575-576
1iceives reply from COKSOWESPAC mission cover KING II

essential and paramount 576
Reestimatos the situation 576
Informs command anticipated increase enemy submarine activity 576
Amplifies report of previous day's strikes to CGMSOWESPAC 576-577
Learns air searches over South China Sea turned back by weather 577
Recommends elimination duplicate weather reports 577
Learns air Pearches from Koseol Passage negative 578
Review of CCiTHII)FI.T' s decisions on this day 578
(1) TF 38 (rast Carrier Task Force) 579-589

(a) Operations of = 38.1, CTG 38.2 and C= 38.4 579-582
(1) CTG's 38.1 and 38.4 in company near Point READT

where joined by CTG 38.2 579
PTG 38.2 launches morning search 579
CTG 38.4 tr-ansfers BILOXI to TG 38.2 579
CTG 38.1 transfers MARSHAU, to TG 38,2 579
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CTG's 38.2 and 38.3 ordered Point CONDOR 579-580
CTG 38.2 detaches HANCOCK to TG 38.1 580
Cancels afternoon search due to weather 580
CTG 38.2 detached and. proceeds independently 580
Receives orders proceed Ulithi October 23rd 581
Receives orders transfer COMBATPAC in WASHINGTON

to TG 38.4 581
Learns of return to basic employment schedule 581
Maintains routine air patrols 581

(2) Operations of CTG 38.2 582
Operates independently frort about U50 582
Detaches HANCOCK with escorts 582
Makes no eneui' contacts 582

(b) Operations of CTG 38.3 583-584
Proceeding to refuel 583
No replacement aircraft available 583
Ordered Point CONDOR 583
Makes no eney contacts 584

(2) Operations of CTG 30.5 (Air Search, Reconnaissance and
Photographic Group) 585-589

Continues route air searches 585
Requests authorization reduce 1,000 mile search sectors

to 800 miles 585
Search plane sights two destro7ers 585
Search planes fall to contact Main Force which is well

within search sector 585
Discussion thereon 585-589
Requests orders be issued move forward certain Marine air

units as scheduled 589
Learns OCWTHIFDFLT anticipates increase in eneW

subrmarine activity 589
(2) Operations of CTF 17 (Submarine Force Pacific) 590-605

Receives contact report from CTF 71 on three cruisers 590
SEADRAGON claims two timed torpedo hits in carrier 590
Discussion of contact received 590
Receivee amplifying report from CTF 71 indicating one cruiser

might be a battleship 590
Issues subearine movement notice 591
Advises his command SEADRAGON's re•ort of two timed hits in carrier 591
Learns FOURTENTH Air Force searches turned back by weather 591
Receives contact report from DRUJM an three destroyers 591
Learns CO94THIRDFLT expects increase in eneVy submarine activity 592
Receives contact report from SHARK 592
Receives contact report from ICEFISH which requests extension patrol 592
Summarizes day's contacts and evaluates movements 592-593
(a) CONVOY 00LLEGI 593-601

(1) SAWFISH, ICEFISH, DRUM 593-595
(a) SAW"IISH 593-5%

Wolfpack comaander intercepts SHARX's contact report
on c-arrier force 593-594

Learns DRUM contacted three destroyers 59
(b) ICEFISH 594

Sights task force (2 CA/CL, 3 DD) 594
Experiences difficulty serdi- report 5%
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(a) DRU14 594-595
Sights three destroyers 594-595
Sends contact report 595

(2) SHARK, BLACKFISH, SARAGON 595.599
(a) SEADRAGOW 595-597

Attacks carr!.er force (actually SECOND Striking Force) 596
Queried concerning carrier 596
Sends contact report, tw hits in carrier 596

(b) SHARK 597-598
Receives SEADRAGOf,'s renort of enemy contact 597
Contacts enemy 597
Questions SEADRAGON concerning carrier 597
Unable close, sends contact report 598
Attempts regroup uoltpack 598

(c) HLACKFISH 598-599
Rdceives running reports on eneaw contact 598-599
Contacts enew by radar 599
Unable close 599

(3) SNOOK 599
Patrolling independently 599
Intercepts SHARK's contact reports 599
Made no contacts, sets course to close SHARK 599

(4) ELACKFIN 599-600
Appears to have arrived in patrol area 599
Receives orders change patrol arepý 599-600

(5) AD}DOCK, HALIB•T, TUNA 600
Continue towrd pat ,ol station 600

(6) PINTADO, ATULE, JAUAO 600
Depart Saipan for patrol 600

(7) BOWFISE 601
Proceed townrd base 601

(b) Northinvtst Coast of Formosa (TANG) 601-602
TAAG sights numerous enemy aircraft, makes no report 60.1
Discussion thereon 601-602

(c) Northeast Coast of Formosa (SILVERSIDES, TRIGGER, SALMON) 602
(d) MARU MORGU (SEA DOG, BILLFISH, SAURr, BURRfISH, STENT T) 602-603

(1) SEA DO 60o- 6•3
Attacks convoy sinking to) cargo ships 603

(2) SKATE 603
Proceeds toward base (t3
Dropped from further discussion 603

(e) Nagasaki - Sasebo (CR:OAKi••, PERCH) 603-604
(f) EIT PARADE (60-605

(1) The Approaches to hungo Suido (BESUGO, RONeUiL) 6-(-605
Wnltpack cowuander decides cover eastern Thýngo Suido

as well as western 604
Discussion thereon 6(0-605

(2) Tim Approaches tc Kii S, ido (GAFTIL.AN) 605
(3) The Anproaches to Tokyo Bav (Fla.y NNG, TAMBOR) k,5

(C) China - BRurt - India Theater 606
(I) Or.eratiors of C.G. FOURTFTEETH Air Force 606

,5arch planet turnel hacck by weather 6W,
AnticiW~tez carcalling night searches because of wmather 606
-Siarch planes r•ight have locatod the SEGONP Striking Force

had night. search been flosin 606
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CHAPTER VI - JAP OPERATION. October 22 607-720

(A) Operations of CinC Combined Fleet 6T-623
lRemaining .' Hiyoshi headquarters 607
Witches drvyeloping situation closely 607
Still cwcerned over SECOND Striking Force 607
Litrns CRUDIV SIXTEE designated for the movement of troops 607
Rceivem FIRST Striking Force dispatch dividing his command into

tw goups 608
Knous planned employment his principal forces in penetration ,peration 609
Directs CGanrder SW Area Force to order Commander SECOND Striking

Force into penetration operation 609
Discusston thereon 609-61
Actual reasons for not transferring SECOND Striking Force to

FIRST Striking Force 61-2-613
WCND Striking Force and THIRD Section expected operate separately
albeit closely 613

Discussion thereon 613-614
Learns Main Force reported as eniWy 614
Receives planned future movements of that force 614
Advises all air commanders of Main Force routing 614
Receives numerous contact reports showing eleven to fourteen

eneme carriers 615
Discussion thereon 615-616
In view five day deviation from the SHO Plan studits situatioi to

determine shipping 616
Learns night search planes from Garan Bi made no contacts 616
Learns Hain Body had sortied from Brunei at 0805 616
Sends dispatch exhorting all forces do utmost 617
Receives dispatch regarding the jaumng of enemy intelligence

organiztions in the Philippines 617
learns wveinnts of CRUDIY SIXTEEN reference Mania 617
Discu~si on the rmon 617
learns of orders moving reinforcements to Cagayan 617-618
CofS directs care be exerciseO in identification 618
Studya developing situation and warns against Allied %ubmrines 618
Learns THIRD Section sortied Brunei at 1500 619
Oaceiyes Main Force dispatch regarding ,hanges in hio projected

movement plan 619
Awaits movement reports SIXTH Base Air Force to the Philippines 61t9,620
.Issues dispatch concerning training of certain SIXTH Base Air

Force personnel 620
learns of enemy air strikes in the Philippines 621
Iteceives intelligence information presurmbly from Allied broadvasta 62'-622
Discussion of disagreement between CinC Southern Ar - and C.G.

FOURT)iNTH Area Army 622-623
(1) Operations of Coomunder FIRST Striking Force 624-639

Continues departure preparateion 624
Ships complete fueling to capacity at 0500 624
Organizes Supply Forco 624•-.25
Transfers Seasplanes within battleships 625
Commences getting undarway
"Composition of FIRST and SEWND) Sections (Main Aody) 626
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__N BTHIRD Section rea.ins at anchor 626
Sortie undetected 626
Fails to make antisubmarine sweep on sortie 626-627
Has at least forty-one seaplanes 627i-629
Forms alert cruising dispositions 62r

SDiacussion thereon 629-631':Receives numerous contact reports 632

Estimates situation 632-633
Issues directive for search and escort aircraft (ship-based) 635
Roceives meeasge from CinC to uoe care in identification and

recognition 635
Issues modifying instructions for search and icort aircraft 636
Receives vurnijrg against Allied submarines 636
Receives numerous reports on aircraft, subuk nes and mines 636-637
Issues maneuvering instructions for the night 638
Discussion thereon 638-639
DACE and DARTER in unfavorable intermepting position 659
(a) Operations of Commander THIRD Section 640-642

Completes plans and issues them to his command 640-641
Sorties Brunei Bay at 1500 641
Composition of THIRD Section 641
Forms cruising disposition 643.
Discussion thereon 641
Sends seaplane to make arranrigmentti with ships present mark

Balabac Strait &4i
Receives same reports as Coninder FIRST Striking Foroc 642
Does not seem to be too concerned over the Allied submarines

challenge 642
(2) Operations of Conunder Main Force 643-664

Continues toward a position about due east Luzon Strait 643
Ponders developing situation (has 113 planes) 643
Alerted by reported presence en4sy submarines (all false) 643
Discussion Japanese doctrines regarding individual movements

of ships 6
Launches air search and A/S pa.rol t"
Weather conditions not particularly satisfactory 6W4•.
Assumes conditions alert for daylight steaoming 645
Sights type Two large flying lx>at 545
Concerned over shortages of standarM articles 645-646
Notes land based aircraft assigned patrol duties had not appeared 646
Learns friendly plane hAd reported contact on a fonre Ljimilar to hi•x 647
Revises air antisubmarine patrol dispositions &7
Decides force contacted was Main Force; ýnotifies those concerned 647
Discussion thereon 648
Issues schedule for the day
Issues fueling plan (48
Receives Info trom iyuga of ODF on what were istimated to Ij

enemy carriers 648-649
Studies eney situation as of after'noon of 1-revioue day 649
Discussion thereon 650
Makes estimate of tho situation and decides on fuelii course

and security precautions (,5o.651
Discussion thereon 651
Supplements earlier" oilers concerning air" antisubmarine Lispositions 651
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Leaý'ns plane had sighted and attacked enemy submarine 652
Delays fueling 652
Issues instructions modifying fueling plans 652
Issues instructions for afternoon search 653
Advises coemand that at 2116 previous evening enemy task force

was in Latitude 15°-C0'N, Longitude 131°-OO'E heading north 653
Directs fueling operations be started imediately 653
Notes delays in fueling 654
Receives contact reports on Allied carriers 654-655
Reestimates the ,'tuation and makes decisions 655
Discussion thereon 655-657
Receivvs penetraticu order for Main Body and THIRD Section 657
Iearns SECOND Striking Forae to penetrate into Leyte Gulf - wonders

about coordination with THIRD Section 657
Receives CinC Combined Fleet's dispatch exhorting all forces to

do their utmost 657-658
Changes movement schedules 658
Learr,• both day searches negative 658
Loarne CARDIV FOUR directs exercise care regards recognition 658-659
issues air operations plan for following day 659
Receives Imperial Rescript 660
Discussion thereon 660
Lack of treiving evidenced by loss aircraft 660
Orders fueling continued until 2000 660
Discussion fueling performance 661
Fueling record table 661
Summary air cover during the day 661
Discussion continued moverent to eastward 662
Contacts Allied submarines (false) 662
Radically changes course - heads for planned station east of

Luson Strait 662
Receives CofS Combined Fleet's dispatch advising Main Force routing 663
Plots many contact reports 663
At 2400 about 680 miles due east of Formosa 663
(a) Operations of Commander Main Force Supply Force 663-664

Concerns himself with operations FIRST Supply Group 663
(I) Operations of Commander FIRST Supply Group 664

Sorties from Bungo Suido at 0500 664
Forced to reduce speed because of mishaps 664
Sonar contacts not on Allied submarines 664
Fortunes of war are with him 664

(2) Operations of Comumnder SEi0XND Supply Group 664
Remains at Kure making preparations for October 23rd

departure 664
(3) Operations of Comuander Advance Expeditionary Force 665

Submarine 1-54 at 1700 contacts a group of Allied ships 665
Discussion thereon 665

(4) Operations of Comnunder SIXTH Base Air Force 666-67E
* CoWpletes preparations movement his force to Philippines 666
SAwaits reports from planes from Formosa and day searches Luzon 666

Reviews his plarts 666
Substance of plans 666-667
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Learns Rapu Raiu landing report false 667
Devotes his at%,nition movement his forces to Philippines 667
Receives erroneous report on carror force 500 miles east of

Tacloban 668
Learns night oearches from Geran Bi negative 668
Receives several contacts on carrier forces off Teyte Gulf 668
Learns eighty transports inside Leyte Gulf 669
Aware of air raid warning sauthern Kyushu 669
Lecrns with satisfaction no air strikes on Lusen by the Allies 669
Estimates the situation 669-670
S'ussion thereon 670o.671
Decides present movement plan suitable 671
Cancels dusk attack owing inability determine Allied situation 671
Arrives a;nila abou4 1700 672
Operates directly under Coenander SW Area Force 672
Receives routine information dispatches 672-673
S&es the "die is cast" 673
Becomes more familiar with plans FOURTH Air ArMy 673-674
Arrival SIXTE Base Air Frrce Luzon causes great confusion 674-675
Learns SECOND Striking Force ordered penetrate Leyte Gulf in

coordination with FIRST Striking Force 675
Discussion tLereon 675
Reestimates the sitation and recommends 0Jl antisubmarine patrols

be assigned 954th and 955th Air Groups 675
Assigns taske for following dav 676
Learns for the first day's offensive strikes sti)l has to rely

on FIFTH Base Air Force personnel for servicing aircraft 676
Believes ha,5 178 .irtrraft in Clark area 67,&-677
Summary of planes landing at Clark Field Complex 677
Studies running estimate determine whether changes in his a sic

plans required 678
Raceives GofS Uombined Fleet's dispatch advising Maiin Force routing 678

(5. Operations of Co-mnander SW Area Force 679-714
AwaRe that desiguated air bases would not. be completed when SIXTH

Base Air Force arrived 679
CA)nrcenc, receiving contact reports 6579
Learna riu<ht searches from Garan Bi negative 6,0 I
Information extent long range searches meager 683
Receives contact on eight carriers from FOURTH Air Arny 680
SRecceives Commander FlRS'T Striking Force's "penetration orderx 680
This information very important for it, affected air ope'ations

his command 68o-681
Receives report eighty transports in Leyte Gui! 61
Receives CinC Combined Fleet's dispatch directing Comeander

,SECOND St. kin orse in,.n th- penetration operation 681-682
Receives ab.ove dispatch wit! auisfact:Acn anr' concern 682
Directs Corwnander SECOND Striking Force to comly 682
Makes event effort insure effective movement two arMy battalions

Cagayan to Leyte 682
Concerned over how to neutralize the Allied "intelligen~e j.,wane's

in Philip•ines 683
Advi ses COMC3&DIV SIXThKi concerning plans for movenent two

battalions Cag••an to Leyte 111
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Discutss on thereon 683-684
Sstimates carrier forces he might encounter 684-685
Receives request for additional destroyers from COMCRUDIV SIXTEEN 685
Receives CinC Combined Fleet's dispatch exhorting all forces do

their ctmost 685
Receives suggestion exercise care in identification 685-686
Arrival Commander SIXTH Base kir Force in no way changes

relationships between Commander SW Area Force and
Cormumner FIFTH Base Air Force 6Q6

-Learns air action by Main Force would be imitiated dawn October 24th 687
E3zceivi3 warning against Allied submarines 687-688
Discussion thereon 688
Learnit planned movements THIRD Section next three days 688
Learns THIRD Section plans operate independently 689
Results eonsultations with THIRTY-FIFTH Army Headquarters relative

landing craft 689
Knows Philippines have been struck by Allied aircraft (total 162) 690
Recei.res Conmoader SECOND Striking Force's dispatch advising

expected arrival entrance Sarigao Strait 0600 October 25th 691
(a) Operations of Commander SECOND Striking Force 692-707

Heading toward Manila Bay 692
Fired on ineffectively by SEADRAGON with four torpedoes 692
Contacted by SHARK and BLACKFISH 692
CofS SW Area Force reiterates recommendation SECOND Striking

Force be employed penetration operation 693
Causes satisfaction and disagreement 693
Sights large aircraft 694
Decides send representative Manila. explain his plans 694
Discussion "Oft recurring requirements" 695
Directed take part penetration operation and to cooperate

with Commander FIRST Striking Force 695
Likely makes several estimates of situation employing

different assumptions 695
Discussion thereon 695-696
Foresees losing three DD's (likely DESDIV 21) 696
Would be serious reduction h• fighting strength 696
InstructE COMDESDIV 21 rejoin SECOND Striking Force 696
Learns FIRST Striking Force divided into two groups 696-697
Will change own plans 69,7
Awaits movenent dispatch from Cofaander THIRD Section 697
Learns CRUDIV SIXTEEN directed arrive Cagayan to transport.

troops to ieyte 697-69
Receives Commander Main Force' -. planned route 698
Learns Allied submarines assembling cover movements Japanese

forces 69e
Receives Commander THIRD Section's movement order 698E-t99 I
Now has necessary information prepare own plans 099
Estimates the situation 699
Issues penetration orders to SECOND Striking Force 699-700
Discussion thereon 700
Discussion plans and ideas of CinC .ombined Fleet. 701-702
-Issues SEGOND Striking Force Opord ho. 5 702
Receives ELF fix on Allied submarine transmitting an urgent

reque st. 702
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(1) Operations of C04CRUDIV SIXTEEN 702-700
Unknown to him, is being trail#YA by DARTER 702-7Q3
Wonders what counterlandings are being contemplated 703
Receives dispat-h frem CofS SW Area Force adviaxng that

five transports ikre to concentrate at Cagayan October
24th and were to come wider his comand 703

FOURTU1 NTI Area Armms coordinate action 703
Estimateb the siiataion, decides on reeds 703
hdvises Commander SV Area Force of needs 703
Receives CinC Combinzd Fleot's dispatch exhorting all

forces do their utmost 704
To take charge of all shipm Cagayan as Commander SW Area

Force Guard Force 704
Wonders meaning "depending on the situation the division

may put into Manila Harbor" 704-75
Receives nommander Main Force's movement plan 705
Receives wrning against Allied submarines 705
Receives CO4MATDIV TWO's mov.wnt plan for THTIf zection 705-706
Receives dispatch giving boats available Guard rorce 706
Learns SECOND Striking Force (CRUDIV TWC•TTY-ONE, DEBRON ONE)

to take part in panetration operation 706
N( 'es need for continuing antisubmarine measures 706

(2) Operations of CC14DESDIV TWENTY-ONr- '06-707
Sighted boy DRUM 107
Receives dimpatch orders from Commander SEGOND Striking

Force 707
(b) Operations of Cofmiandz 7,.. ,Base Air Force 707-714

Fighters preparing for Kamikaze Operation 707
Learns night search from Garwi Bi negative 708
Directs hii command assist SIXTH Base Air Force in the

activation of base activities 708
Discussion thereon 708
Receives contact reports on light carriers by SECOND

Air Divl sion 708-709
Not unduly alarmed by these contacts 709
Learns from C.G. FOURTH Air Army eighty transpoi s in Leyte Gulf 709
Receives first contact report from own search planes (on

carrier force) 709
Aware arrival first units SIXTH Base Air Force 709
Learns division of FPý5T Striking Force and prospective route

each part 709-710
Receives surgention exercise care in identification 710
Learns &ir action by Main Forco would be initiated dawn

Ociober 24th 710
Learns planned movements THIRD Section next three days I
Briefs Commander SIXTH Base Air Force on currant situation 711
Learns Cotmuander SECOND Air Division's plans for the general

offensive 711
Learns confusion caused by arrival SIXTH Base Air FoI ce 712
Learns SIXTH Base Air Force's operations for next day 712
Learns plan8 SECOND Striking Force in penetration operation 712
Learns composition and route ot Main Force 712-713
Number of operational aircraft (24) "13
Japanese very adapt employirg ýumv aircraftL 713

Ii
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Di•oussiorc thereon riKt3-714
Ponders advisability moving a l"%rge part his aircraft Davao 714

(B) Operations of ,G., FOURTH Air Araq 715-,720
Concerned aver Alli£d &ir operations 715
Awaits retiultm of the morning search and reconnaissance flights 715
interested primarily in contacts made by Kla own planes 715
Re;eiv6.i teo oontact reports from SEOOHD Air Divinion on eight carriers 715
ErrF r in coatact identification - were escort carriers 716
Receives report eighty transports Leyte Gulf 716
Orders Commander SEOO(•X Air Dlcvision restrict attacks to Allied ships

other than var •hipa 716
Receives report trom a Manila search plane 717
Cautions his :ommand 717
Lear,-s div'..ion FI&9T ftrikln6 )rce and prospective route each part '717
Receive S MOND Air Division Operation Order.A-207 which is discussed

herein 717-718
This order conforms closely with his basic attack order (A-5.8) 718
Discussion thereo, 719
Arrival SIXTH Base Air Force causes coasiderable confl':7ision 719
Reinforcsment aircraft a~rriving as planned (61 planes) 720
Receives reports iriicating Ph~lippines had beon attacked by

Allied aircraft 720
Operational planes (97) 720

CHAPTER VII -ALLIED OFERATILONk. 0000 - .. October 22rd 721-787

(A) Uporations of COMSOWESPAC 721-764
Receives contact reports on Japanese abipping en route Manila -

Coron Bay area 721
Prvparing insia1l Philippine Ccnmmonwaalth Government 721
Gratified learn CO0THIRD1MT will continue cover SOWESPAC operations 721
Receives DARTMR contact repo)rt on three probatle battleships in

"Palawan Paasage 721
Rec~iives DA,,TER' s report amwlifying conrtct to eleven ships '122
inforhm CC#4NAVGRPCHINA he wants FOURTE~rH Air Force continue air

searc-hos until November 30th 72:
(1) Operations of 0(StEVENTHFLT 723-758

Taken no wusual action either as CCF1.9EVkXTH9r1T or as CANI? SOWESPAC 723
(a) Operations of CTF P7 (Central Philippines Attark Force) 723-759

Watches contact reports very closely due having saome transports
and LST's to unload and prospectivro arrival TG 78.7 723-724

Comiences receiving contact reports on enemy forces west of
Philippines 724

L'%arns with satisfaction THIRD K1eet v'o search much of Sibuvan
Sea as possible 724-725

Receives report bARTl' s contact on three probable battleships 725

Discussion thereoo 725
i•eceives second roport from DARTHR increasing enemy to nine

ships 725
Confuses these contact reporti: 725-726
Receives third report from DAhThUl increasing enemy f o eleven

•sup 726
fiReceives inte]ligence Cosrnia.der SECOND Striking Force had

requesLed an oiler at Coron Bay 726
iiestimates the 31tuaticon and decides requestj! ass4istance .from

72.-723
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Obsem'rms replenishment gro~p anchor 728
Informs coi•unders ka regards approach eneay combatant ships

in Coran day area &a buwild-up for magnified Tokyo Express
runa against •a.'te 729

D.9cusnion thereon 730-733
Disregards ena capabilities of major fleet action and/or

raids by eneiV cmrface forces and ve tles .instead on enemy
intention of Tokyo Exprssa operations 733

Mav& War 3ollepe ana]y'ssA of Savo Inland Rtates, "A Comander
in making his pl-ns, should follow the method of enemy
capabilities rather than tho mothod of enemy intentions". 734

Reasons for C;F '77z acceptance ok enemy intentions this case 734-735
Necessity for trakinrg each Pitrtion threugh 735
(1) Operatiors of CTF 78 (North* s, Attack Force and CTG 78.1) 735-738

Continues uwload'.ng 735
Receives GTF" 791s req'est tfor operatLon summary as of

].000 dai4T 735
(a) Operationa of MTG 78.2 (San Ricardo Attack Group) 736

Contirmes uvloading 736
Notes LCI(G)' s 64 and 69 commence reconioitering

San Jvuanico Strait with representative FIRST
Cavalry Division 736

(b) (.) Operations of CTU 77.2.1 (Fire Support Unit NORTH) 736-737
Releases CAIFORNIA and PENNSYLVANIA proceed

indspendenitly stat~ions FS Area SO4MTH 737
Anchors •an Pedro BEky 737

(2) Operations of MG 77.3 (Close Covering Group) 737
Continues patrolling the area two to five miles

east and southeast of the Tranaport Area 737
(c) Operations of CTG's 78.7 (RkInforcement Group Two)

and 78.8 (Reinforcement Group Three) 738

(1) Operations of CC 78.7 738
Approaching Leyte Gulf 738

(2) Operationr of CTG 78.8 738
Sorties Humboldt Pay and heads foe Leyte Gulf at

an SOA of nine knots 738
(2) Operations of CTF 79 (Southern Attack Force) 738-742

Observes unlnid~ng ad, because of contacts on Allied forces
in Palevan Passagei and west Luzon Strait, dasies expedite 738

Advises C"F 77 of the TF 79 ard TU 77.2.2 units present in
Leyte Gulf 739

1,.ansfors to WASATCH for further transfer to Tacloban 739
DiscusLss above contacts with CTF 77 739
Directs C"3J 79.1 bend six LCI gunboats, four LCI (Mortar)

boats report to CTG 78.2 for duty 739
(a) Operations of CTG 79,1 (Attack Group AHLE) 739-740

Continwes unloading 740
Due to rapidity of unloading foresees toarly departure 740

(b) 0psrations of CTG 79.2 (Attack Group BAKEH) 740-741
Lemrns 170th Engiaier Battalion has landed 740
L&•rns 381st RCT has landed 741

(c) Operations of CTU 77.2.2 (Fire Support Unit 6OUTH) 741-742

(c'plainvf ,T "tc•
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Observes Replenishment Group (TU 77.7.1) enter and

anchor off Liberanan Head 741

RICHARD P. LEARY reports for duty 742
(3) Operations of CTG 77.2 (Bombardment and Fire Support Group) 742-743

Continues to patrol east of Tay Tay Point with ships from
TU 77.2.2 742

TENNESSEE at anchor near Catmon Hill repairs completed 742
Directs units TU 77.2.2 proceed FS stations 742
Eoey aircraft appear, beginning at 0530 742

Makes plans for replenishment his units 743
(4) Operations of CTG 77.4 (Escort Carrier Group) 743-745

Provides air cover and support over objective area and
his own unit 743

CHENANGO's TCAP shoots down enemy plane 744
Flying conditions good 744
Support Groups conmence hitting pill boxes and trenches

in the San Pablo Area 744
Launches fighter sweeps against northern Mindanao airfields 744
Fighter sweeps strike Del Monte airfield complex 744
Receives or intercepts contact reports of enemy combatant

units in Palawan Passage and westward Luzon Strait 745
Receives COMTHIRDFLT' s order restationing his carriers to

search to westward 745
Estimates effect enemy movements toward Coron Bay and Manila 745
Decides new disposition carriers will enlarge the scope of

own operations 745
Completes numerous sorties 745
Has 311 VF, 190 VT remaining 745

(5) Operations of CTG 70.1 (Motor Torpedo Boats) 746
MTB's in San Juanico Strait make no contacts 746
Makes preparations extend operations include Mindanao

and Camotes Seas 746
Directs WACHAPreLAGUE, with fifteen MTB's establish advance

base at Liloan Bay 746
Thirty MTB's endeavor complete voyage repairs and prepare

for imediate service 746
(b) Operations of CTF 71 (Submarines West Australia) 74&6-758

Believes Japanese surface :orce has entered his ar-a of
responsibility ,6

Regrets absence air searches by !)UkThENTH Air Force 746
Receive several contact reports from DARTER on enemy surface

forces renorting a minimum of eleven ships 746-747
Passes this information to the Senior Allied Commnanders 747
Estimates enemy force as fror' one carrier, four unidentified

ships to four large ships arvl three additional ships 748
Regrets failed maintain on station four submarines which he

had promised 748
Conaide'e Japnnese forces contacted likely heading for Coron Bay 748
(1) BReAM and GUITARRO proceeding independently to assigned

patrol stations 748
(a) BIEAM, southwest of Manila, fires six torpedoes at

enemy cruisers, likely ATAGO or AOTA Glass 748-749
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Torpedoes AOBA 749
Air and surface A/S searching effectively for HRJJ 749
AOBA being towed by KINU en route Man, la 749

(b) GUITARRO takes station for interception of reported
Japanese force on route Manila 749

Sand EIFA1L 750
ROCK returns to assigned station 750
SA•AL having made no contacts off Saigon commences

return assigned station 750
(3) BLUEGILL proceeding southward en route Mios Woendi 750
(4A' AMGLER reverses course and heads for Palawan Passage at

full speed in hopes intercepting DARTER's contact report 751
(5) DACE and DARTER rendezvous at 0100 and discuss tactics to

be employed for wolfpack operations against merchant
shipping 751

Both DACE and DARTER make contact on FIRST Striking Force
entering Palawan Passage - DARTER at 0116, DACE at 0125 751

Encou•-ner great difficulty in obtaining suitable attack
positions due speed of enemy ships 751

DARTER contacts by radar three probable battleships 752
DACE now estimates correctly enemy disposition 752
Wlfpack commander directs DACE submerge and make dawi

attack with DARTER making first attack 752-753
Directs DARTER take station ten miles ahead of western

column and DACE ahead eastern column 752
DARTER fires bow tubes and sinks ATAGO 753
DARTER fires four stern torpedoes at second heavy cruiser 753
Makes two hits on TAKAO 751-754
DACE fires six bow torpedoes at battleship (actually MAYA) 754
DARTER notes enea shipping departed except TAKAO 754
Attacks of DAM and DARTER possible because of lucky breaks 754-756

(6) HAMMERHEAD departs for Fremantle 756
(7) GURNARD makes two unsuccessful attacks merchant ship convoy 756

Breaks off chase, heads Point DATOE minelaying operations 756
(8) BATFISH 757
(9) OOD unable locate S•iADRAGON contact 757

Commences patrolling Cape Bojeador 757
(1O) LAPON en route Fremantle decides render any avsistance

PADDLE and patrols off Balikpapan 757
(11) COBIA completes transit Mindoro Strait en route Fremantle 758
(12) BLACKFIN receives orders to patrol Area D-6 and set-

course for same "58
(13) PADDLE arrives at lifeguard station off Balikpapan 758
(14) Several submarines retiring from the area 758

(2) Operations of CAAF SOWESPAC 759-764
Prepares depart NASHVILLE attend installation President

Philippine Commonwealth Y.9
(a) 013*rati'ons of C.G. FIFTH Air Force 759-764

AvaAts results tasks assigned sibordinates 759
Requests rescue PHY and fighter escort for bomber o" ike on

Puerto Princessa 760

ivi
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SDiscuasion thereon 760
CTF 77 vwable provide fighter escort 760-761
Learns two -24' s staging through Korotai, bombed Malabato

airfield (near Coron Bay) 761
Discussion thereon 761-762

(b) Operations of CTL 73 (Naval Air Force) 762-764
Arrives Morotai and moors alongside TANGIER 762
Due congested airfield requests CTG 77.4 have GVE arrive as

soon as possible 762
(1) COperations of CTG 73.7 (Advanced Group) 763-764

Awaits arrival first element. VPB's 763
Awaits CTF 77's reaction to request for fighter escort

before replying to C.G. FIFTH Air Force's request
for rescue P!' 763

Learns tw five-plane sections of PBT's have departed
Miss Wbendi for Leyte 763

Advises CTF 77, "Daylight Catalina Available"; requires
fighter escort 764

(B) CINCPAC - CINCPOA 764-787
Advises command Japanese oiler expected arrive Coron Pay this day 764
Learns Japanese plane for second straight day has made contact on

Japanese surface force off OkInawa 764
Considers report erroneous - (actually report correct as was on

Main Force) 764
(1) Western Pacific Task Forcos 765-783

(a) Operations of ODMTHIRDFLT '65-783
Previous day dispatches show marked difference of opinion

regarding the strategic employment of TF 38 765
Watching developments to determine whether or not his planned

replenishment schedule man sound 765
Receives SHM's report of four large and three additional

combatant ships 763
Receives H.Q. UOISEVINTHFLT intelligence summary indicating

no major reaction to invasion of Leyte 766
Reviews instructions to his commnd and decides his planned

operations for TG'o 38.2 and 38.3 in Area CONDOR are not
soutd 766

Finds it difficult to swing blows in support from Area (ONDOR 766
Decides move TG's 38.2 and 38.3 much closer to the Philippines 766
Directs CTF 38 (who was in TG 38.3):

(a) proceed imediately to Latitude 15 0 -OO'N, Longitude
123o-30' 1,

(b) extend afternoon air search cover much Sihuyan Sea as
practicalb) a,

(c) launxctL early morning search to maximum distance in sector
2200'-2950 (T) and

(d) leave WAStqNGTON, ALABAMA and DESDIV 100 at Point CONDOR
to rendezvous with UrG 38.4 767

Diicv• 5son thereon 767
"Learrs PESUGO now patrolling eastern half Area 7; R(NQUIL

western haIf 767I lvii
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May have felt amgo Suido wsuarines had failed intercept Main
Force or that Ki Suido or Shimonoseki Suido had been employed 768

Learns from 07 71 of DARTER's contact on three probable
battleships in Palawan Passage 768

Receives DRK'(s contact report of the previous evening on
three destroyers 768

Notes TO 38.2 has rendezvoused with the fueling group 768
Receives DARTM's contact reports amplifying eneay forces

first to nine and then to at least eleven enenT ships 769
Receives ICEFISHK a contact of previous day on two heavy

cruisers and three destroyers 769
Believes correctly ICEfSH and SHARK's contact reports are

both on Japanese SECOND Striking Force 769
Reestinmtes present situation determine whether or not his

plans are adequate 769-770
Decides present plans are inadequate to guard approaches

through Philippines 771-772
Reassigns TG's 38.2, 38.3 and 38.4 along the eastern littoral

of the Philippines 772
Discussion thereon 772-773
Fails give coverage enery moving from north or northeast 773
Issues no special instructions to CTG 30.5 to investigate

intelligence reporting Japanese force 773
Decides not to change CrG 38.1's orders 773
Discussion thereon 773-775
(1) TF 38 (Fast Carrier Force) 776-783

(a) Operations of CTG's 38.1 and 38.4 776-777
CCOBATPAC in WASHINGTON with ALABAMA and DESDIV 100

joins TG 38.4 776
Composition TG 38.4 776-777
CTG 38.1 notifies COMNA(BASE Ulithi of impending

arrival with TG's 38.1 and 38.4 777
CTG 38.4 ordered operate off Samar 777

(b) Operations of CTG 38,2 778-780
Receives instructions from COMTHIhDFLT directing him to

operate about ninety miles due east Polillo Island 778
Effects rendezvous with fueling group and commences

fueling 778
Is now to operate off eastern entrance San Benardino

Strait 778
Use of phrase "unless otherwise directed" discussed

herein 779
Detaches BUNKER HILL, STEPHU4 POTTER, and BENHAM to

proceed Ulithi 780
Composition TG 38.2 780

(c) Operations of CTG 38.3 780-782
Learns CTF 38 with TG 39.3 directed proceed station

ninety miles due east Polillo Island 780
Detaches COMBATPAC in WA$'HINGTON with AlABAMA and

D:.SDIV 100 to join C-T 38.4 781
Composition TG 38.3 781
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Learns movements other groups TF 38 but does not know
new assignment TG 38.2 782

Receives numerous contacts on Allied forces 782
(2) Operations of CTG 30.5 (Air Search, Reconnaissance, and

Photographic Group) 782-783
Continues air searches from Kossol Passage, Saipan and

Tinian which as of 1042 are negative 782
Attacks merchant ships while on search 783
Discussion thereon 783

(2) Operations of CTF 17 (Submarine Force Pacific) 783-787
Realises enemy surface units heading Luzon have likely entered

his area 783
Receives dispatch from BESUGO effect patrolling plan for BESUGO

and RONQUIL has been changed to cover Bungo Suido 783
Discussion thereon 783-784
Receives report DARTER has encountered three "probable battleships"

in Southern Palawan Passage 784-785
Learns DARTER now reports enemy force composed of at least eleven

ships 785
Notifies CCMTHIRDFLT BONEFISH will arrive Saipan October 27th with

rescued airmen 785
(a) CONVOY CCLLEGE 785
(b) Northwest Coast of Formosa 785-786

TANG sinks three cargo ships 785-786
(c) Northeast Coast of Formosa 786
(d) MAM HOWOUB -86
(e) Nagasaki - Sasebo 786

CROAKER sinks cargo ship 786
(f) HIT PARADE 787

BESUGO and RONQUIL take stations across entrance Bungo Suido 787
(C) China - Burma - India Theater 787

(1) Operations of C.G. FOURTEENTH Air Force 787
Day searches as of 1042 negative 787

CHAPTER VIII - J OA E OPERATIONS, .00O 2 October 23rd 788-853

(A) Operations cf CinC Combined Fleet 788-840
Learns that Qommander SIXTH Base Air' Force has arrived at Manil* 788
Warns its c•,m enders to give special attention activities Allicd

submsrince 788
Learns CownAnder SEQOND Striking Force's plan for penetration operation 789
Become aware SECOND Striking Force plans enter Surigao Strait five

hours aP'4er THIRD Section 789
Receives :ontact and RUF reports largely on Allied submarines 789
La ern A(3A. torpedoed 790
Contact ;eports reveal little change in position and number Allied

carrie '.s 79)
Learns P/ain Force conczactpd by Japanese plane 791
Dis~cuss cn thereon 791
Receive additional ,.:ontacts on Allied suhma"ines and surface craft 791
Lear*s TAKAO torpedoed 7)I
Obser'es enemy awarv, location two of his task ir!rcnps 792

I .;'



S•:tober 23rd

(1) Operations of Womiander FIRST Striking Force 793,4024ATAGO struck by torpedoes in Palawan Passage (sinks at 06;j) 753

Transfers flag to KISHINAMI 794
Learns TAKAO and MAYA also torpedoed 794
Owing poor communication facilities decides transfer flag to kAMAiC 794-795
Diucussion thereon 795
Knows command transferred to COMBATDIV ONL 795
Learns CCMBATDIV ONE has assumed conmand 79c
Learns 0CMBATDIV MiE has informed high command o4' uanage suffered 797
Vital information must get through to appropriate personnel with

minimum delay 797-'t99

Learns Commander SECOND Striking Force's plan in penetration
operation "/98

Receives nizaerous contact reports 798
(a) Operat. ons of Commander Main Body 799. -822

Receives sereral 1DF fixes on Allied submarines 799
Hears extremely loud submarine radio transnmission 7t$-800
Main Body contacted by DARTER and DACE 800
Fails take adequate A12 countermeasures 800
Dis cussion thereon 801-803

Fails launch airc,-&ft 804
Discussion thereon 804
ATAGO, TAKAO struck by torpedoes E'0-805
Action to be taken upon submarine sightink discussed herein 805-806
(1) Operations of Commander FIRST Section 806-818

Commences radical course changes because &-f submarine 806-8RI
ATAGO sinks (0653) 807
Observes MAYA explode and sink (0705) 808

Boards KISHINAMI 808
Reestimates situation as regards TAKAO 808
Delays in increasing speed 808

Discussion speed as an A/S defense 809-810
Directs BATD!V THREE and NOSHIR0 dispatch No. I A/S

Patrol Group 810

Ships commence launching aircraft 811
Discussion cruising disposition 812
Transfers command to C(MBATDIV ONE 813
CXMBATDIV ONE estimates situation 814
NAGANAMI and TAKAO ordered Brunei Bay effect emergency

repai rs 814
Discussion thereon 814-815
Assigns ASASHIMO and NAGANAMI to escort TAKAO 816
Learns some aircraft FIRST1' Recco Unit have been launched 816
Informs units of change of command 817
Cancels A/s and A/A aircraft dispositions ordered by

FIRST Striking Force 817
Releases BATDIV ONW SigOpOrd No. 16 organizing air patrols 817-818

Steueives numerous contact reports 18
(2) Operations of C;ommatder SECOND Section (COMBATDIV THREE) 818-P22

Commences making radical course change upon torpedoing of
ATAGO and TAKAO and settles on course which would pass
over area where ships torpedoed 818-819

Discussion thereon 819
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Orders FIRST Recco Unit to take off as soon as ready and
carry out missions after neutralizsing enemy submarines 820

Observes MAYA torpedoed anc turns away 820
Discussion Cosm-nders decisions 821-822

(b) Operations of Commander THIRD Section 822-824
Air cover provided by land-based aircraft 822
Leamrn Commander SECOND Striking Force's per'-tration

operation plan 822
Advises hift coammand of SECOND Si~riking Force' 3 plans 823
Discussion Command Relationships between Commander's THIRD

Section and SECOND Striking Force 823-824
Realizes SECOND Striking Force plans operate well separated 824

(2) Operations of Commander Main Force 824-831
Receivev dispatch from CofS SIXTH Ease Air Force pointing out

Main Porce is dependent on 801st Air Group for forward and
southern flank searches 824

Receives contact report of enemy carrier force 825
ISUZU sights submarine 825
Launches air search 825
Sights unidentified carrier-piane 825
Belatedly changes disposition from anti-submarine to anAi-aircraft 826
Discussion thereon 827
Sights Japanese patrol plane which mistakenty reports Main Force

as enemy 828
Discussion thereon 828
Search pl&xe reports attacking unidentified submarine 828-829
Discussion difficulties due difference maximum speeds within command 829-830
Receives numerous reports concerning Allied units 830
(a) Operations of Commander Main Force Supply Force 831

(1) Operations of Commatmer FIRST Supply Group 831
En route Koniya (Amanni 0 Shima) 831

(2) Oporations of Commander SECOND Supply Group 831
Preparing sortie Kure this day P31

(3) Operntions of Comnander Advanced Expeditionary Force 832
Available submarines (11) en route assigned positions 832

(4) Operations of Coniander SW Area Fcrce 832-849
Watching developing situation closely from his headquarters

in Manila 832
Learns AOBA Lorpedoed off Manila Bay 833
Reestimates situation relating thereto 833
Learns SIXTH Base Air Force attack aborted becwais. od weather 833
Rtceives numerous contacts on enemy forces ()argely submarines) 834
Directs two SC's proceed aid AOBA P34
Issues DesOpOrd No. 687 clarifying organization and "rdssý nn

SECOND Striking Forr.e 835
Learns AOBA being towed by KINU 836
Receives three additional contact reports 836
(a) Operations of Commander SE(COND Strikikp, !:n-,z 836-8-38

Learns AOBA torpedo-d off Manila A3I
Changes course pass clear AOBA's Position 837
Learns AOBA being tow'.d h-7 KINU 838
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(1) Operations of CCMCRUDIV SITEEN 838-84I
Discussion cruising disposition 838-839
AOBA torpedoed by BRM 8.939
Decides have KD!U •ow AORA commencing at dawn 840
Wisdom this decision discussed herein 840-841
KINU commences towing &t 0815 841-
Raports towing has commenced 841

(b) Operations of Commander SIXTH Base Air For,ýe 842-8947
Notifies all commands of itis movement to Hanila 842
Advises Main Force dependent on 801st Air Group for forward

and southern flank searches 842
"4ot familiar with land-based operations in support Main Force 842
Reestimates situation 843
Issues instructions to certain air units 843
Learns AOBA torpedoed 844
Likely launched his air searches 844
Units depart attack Allied carriers east of Philippines,

planes available less than 150 845
Mort 1,usihs abr.rt due bad weather 845
._iied force in Leyte Gulf sighted by search plane 845-846
Directs commanders Clark Field complex maintain CAP over area &'+6
Discussion over supervision planned action 846
Discussion possible success Kamikaze a•tacks and effect on

SIXTH Base Air Force 847
(c) Operations of Commander FIFTH Base Air Force 847-849

Decides disperse widely Kamikaze units 847-8
Learns AOBA torpedoed 848
Learrns Kamikaze inits depart attack carriers 848-849
Leanis SIXTH Base Air Force attack aborted due weather 849
Receives contact on Allied forces in Leyte Gulf 849

(B) Operations of C.G. FOURTH Air Army 850-853
Learns C.G. SECOND Air Division issuo-s order A-210 which implemented

A--20Y7 of preceding day r550-851
Air units deploy to previously assigned bases 852
Composition FOURTH Air Army 852
Oneraticnal attack ai,-craft likely less than 150 planes 853
Making preparations i.%ove headquarters to Bacolod later in tbe day P53

CHAPTER IX - ýFIAOGUE 8S4

APPENDIX I ALJLID CfRGANILATION AT 1042 CU-)BER 23RD,
BATTLE FOR LEYTE (k LF 855-883

APPENDIX II ORGANIZATION OF JAPANESE FCWES3 AT 1042
OCTOC r.R 23RD, BATTLE FUR LLYTE GULF 884-888

APPENDIX III AIR AND SURFACE OPFRATIONS ,iRLA,; OF RhS;PONSIB1LITY 889-891

APPFENDIX IV JAP•,N, A IHCEAFT 892

APPENDIX V AFRi-{EVIATIOI1!5 I,.;4• IN THI23 WRK 893-894

APPENDIX VI AM.l1ED WN1MENICATIONL;, GIN2POA, WOMSO'.'TSPAC,
,XOMTHIh[)bLT AND ("MgEVENTHFLT 895-900
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ALL TIMES IN THIS ANALYSIS, EXCEPT ALLIED DISPATCH TIMES

ARE ZONE TrME (-9)

ALLIED DISPATCH TIMES ARE GREMICH CIVIL TIMnE

The t me of receipt of many dispatches, both Allied and Japanese, has
been genfally unavailable to this analysis. In order to compensate for
this, it has been assumed from an average time of receipt of a number of
important dispatches that, unless otherwise stated, important dispatches
concerning operations were received by action addressees in one-half hour
when handled via direct circuits, Such assumed times of receipt are
indicated by the phrase "at about", while actual times of receipt are
indicated by the phrase uat (time inserted)". While this assumption may
seem somewhat generous, a study of this analysis will show that where such
assumptions are made the result of later receipt (such as one hour or more)
would have caused little or no change in the basic study.

Often the time of receipt is known for one command but is not known for
other commands, When this much information is available an analysis of the
commander under discussion is made to determine whether or not it was likely
he received the dispatch on the same transmission as the coim.ander with the
known tine of receipt. Such items as location, coumand organization,
importance of command and importance of the dispatch are considered. When

appropriate it is therefore assumed that sevxral coomanders received a

particular dispatch at the same time, in which case this assumption is so

indicated in the text.

In order to summarize evntact information each contact plate lists in

tabular form time of contact, location and the time of receipt by the
principal comnmanders. The abbreviation "Rec'd" in the time box indicates
the report was probably received; exact time unknown. The time box left

blank indicates either lack of information as to receipt or the contact was
considered of lesser concern to the coymnander. Where applicable the one-

half hour transmission time assumption explained above, has been applied to
contact reports and those receipt times recorded.

SIt will be noted that some Allied Air Force dispatches employ local zone

time, in which cases the zone designating letter (I) is suffixed to the
date-time group.
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(a) Southwst Pacific Area I
Commander Southwst Pacific Area (CcOmSOWSPAC) General MacArthur,

Douglas A., USA

Chief of Staff Lt. General Sutherland,

Richard K., USA

* Coraider Allied Air Force SOWESPAC Lt. General Kenney

.(COWAIFSOW AC) Georb, C. (AC), USA,

Chief of Staff Brigadter General Beebe,
Boyden E., (AC), USA

Commander Allied Naval Forces SON-SPAC Vice Admiral Kinkaid,
(CANMVSOSPAC) Thomas C., USN

Chief of Staff Commodore Schaeffer,
Valentine H., USN

Commander SEVENTH Fleet (COMSEVENTHPLT) Vice Admiral Kinkaid,
Thomas C., USN

Chief of Staff Commodore Schaefferr
Valentine H., USN

Comuandlvg General SIXTH Army Lt. General Krueger,
Walter, USA

Chief of Staff Brigadier General Decker,
George H., USA

Commander Central Philippines Attack Force Vice Admiral Kinkaid,
(;CF 77) Thoms C., USK

Chief of Staff Commodore Schaeffer,
Valentine H., USi

Comannder Bombardment and Fire Support Group Rear Admiral Oldendorf,
(CTG 77.2) Jesse B., USN

Chief of Staff Captain Bates, Richard
W., USN

Cow•ander Escort Carrier Group (CTG 77.4) Raar Admiral Spra,•ue,
Thomas L., USN

Chief of Staff Captain Carson,
Joseph M., USN
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Cinmmder Dinagat Attack Group (1G0 78.4) Rear Admiral Struble,
Arthur D., USK

Chief of 3taff Captain Abdill,
.vrett W., USN

Commander Minesweeping and Hydrographic Group* Comander Loud, Wayne
(CTG 7'•.5) R., USN

Comader Northern Attack Force (CTF 78) Rear Admiral Barbey,
Daniel E., o S

Chief of Staff Commodore Noble, Albert

G., USN

Camaider Palo Attack Group (CTG 78.1) Rear Admiral Barbey,
Daniel E., USN

Chief of Staff Comnwdore Noble, Albert
G., USM

Comander San Ricardo Attack Group (CTG 78.2) Rear Admiral Fechteler,
William M., USN

Chief of Staff Captain Sprague, Albert
T., Jr. , wav

Conmander Southern Attack Force (CTF 79) Vice Admiral Wilkinson,
Theodore S., USN

Chiof of Staff Comodc -e Powel2,
Paulus USN

Cownwader Attack Group ABLE (CTG 79.1) Rear Admiral Conolly,
Richard L., USN

Chief of Staff Captain Moore,
Walter E., USN

Comander Attack Group BAKER (CTG 79.2) Rear Admiral Royal,
Forrest B., USN

Chief of Staff Captain Dugan, Paul
F., USN

SSince no Chief Staff Officer was assigned 'AG 77.5 thi' ftinction was
performed as additional duty by Lieutenant Roy E. Daly, USNR.
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Caanuder Subeurines SEVMTH Fleet Rear Admiral Christie,.
Ralph W., USN

Chief of Staff Captain Nichols, Philip
G., USN

Conaneder Submarines West Australia (CTF 71) Rear Admiral Christie,,4
Ralp. ., " US

Chief of Staff Captain Nichols, Philip
G., USN

(b) Pacific Ocean Areas

CinC Pacific Ocean Areas (CINCPOA) Admiral Nimitz, Chester
W., US? N

Chief of Staff Vice Admiral Nic orris,
Charles H., USN

Commander Western Pacific Task Forces Admiral Halsey, William
F., Jr. USN

Chief of Staff Rear Admiral Carney,
Robert B., USN

Commander THIRD Fleet (CKTHIROFLT) Admiral Naliey, William
7., Jr. USN

Chief of Staff Rear Admiral Carney,,
Robert B., USN

Commander FIRST Carrier Task Force (CTF 38) Vice Admiral Mitacher,
Marc A., USN

Chief of Staff CoRmodore Burke, Arleigh
A., USN

Coamander Forard Area Central Pacifdic Task Vice dmiral Hoover,
Force (CTF 57) John H., USN

Chief of Staff Captain Scull, Herbert
M., USN

Commander Shore-Based Air Force Major General Hale, Willis
Forward Area (CT? 59) H., (AC), USA

Chief of Staff Colonel Carr, Lawrenist
J., (Ac), USA
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Co~lw.endr Submariunes Pacific Pleat Vice Admiral Laookood4,
(CG(SUBAC) (CT? 17) Charles A., USN

Chief of Staf Coducro Comatock,
Nsrr~i). USN

(c) China-fta,4a"ndia Theater

CG Armwy Forces CBI General Stilwell, Jok~,,p
W., USA

Chief of Staff Brigadier Ganera1 Cw t,
Robert, X., USA

CG FOURTEENM kMr Force 3Kajor Gerteral Ch~annaut,,
Clifre L., (AC) USA

Chief of Staff Brigadior Gen~era~l Glenv ,
Edgar Eý, USA

CG TWENTIETH Bomber COamanar Kao Gtavl Le~av. Curt~i~
E, "AC) L."A

Chief of Staff Brl gaciý,r LOenavwaZ Upeti..,
Joh i~ USA

JAPANFES

Connander-irk-Chief (:ombined Fleet Adtmiral Z'Z~ta, &eu, IJN

C~onmander Kobile Forot Vize AaiJ,ýr 5ad
4,1.tvauro, MM

Chief' of S3taff he, Admina r C , lyavv.,

Commarviez Aa~in Force V'ice ~i~a
Ji satPaýs, IJN

Chi ef ox&' Staff hteAr AlM5 , 1 Obyuehi,
StAeo, ION

Commnadxlr 1rIRS StrikitV, Force Vi~~Admix5,\1 MdiritA,
T"a:xi, I JN

Chief' of Staff Rear Admiral og
Teii 1JN
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Ccinnder =% Btriking Force Vice Admiral Shims,
Kiyohide, IJU

Chicfo tf Rear Admiral Matsu~moto,

Takeshi, IJN

C-4wawAer Advance Upqeditionary Force Vice Asdiral Miws,
ShigMoshi, IJN

(aief of Staff Rear Admiral Nishina,
Kozo, IJN

Ccinander Soaathwost Arta Phre Vice Admiral iMikava,
Ounich-p IJN

Chief of Staff Vice Admiral Nishio,
Hlidehiko, IJN

Commnunder THIRlD Southern Expexditionary Force Vice Admiral Nikava,
(Philippine 'Force) Ouinichi, 1JN

Chief of Staff Rear Admiral Shimainoto,
Kyugoro, IJN

Commander FIFTH B~ase Air Force Vice Admiral 'feraoka,
Kimped, 1J1

Chief of St aff (;uptain 00ahara,
TohihiOws, IJn

Coim&nder SIZTN B~ase Air Force Vice Admuiral FPzkidome,
Shigeru, I'm~

Chier oft Staff Rear Admiral. Suginw'to,

Utihie, WN

CinCSouteim rv7Field Marshal. Terauchi,
CinCSoutt~n~Arn ~Hisaichi, 1JA

Chie~f of Staff L.General limura,
Jo, IJA

CG 103RE&KTH( Area AMy General Yamashita,
Toinoyuki, IJA

CGPLKIRTH Air AruW Lt. General Torninaga,
Kyoji, IJA

Chitif of ý5tatf Lt. General Terada,
6eiicht, IJA
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(g) SoUthern AnW~ Field Marshal Terauchi, Hisaichi

(1) FOURTH Air Army Lieutenant General Tominaga, K.yoji

(a) SECOND Air Division Lieuterant General Kinoshita, Isam

(b) FOURTH Air Division Lieutenant General Kinoshita, Isamu*

(c) SEVENTH Air Division

Il- mine Air (4Jý ýt i, Phase II, Page 40. It is beliewed Lieutenant General
• i .cruita n,.tuiiani> I 17oth ýiiý 'iorna after aseuming command of the 2ND Air
v t-on voien its ýrigina[ i -manrer was wounded on 0ctober 19th, 1944.
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-NTRODUCTTON

Volume I of the study of the B '.tle for Leyte Grif covers p rel.minary
operations of this battle on both the Allimi an• Japanese sides ýzitil 071?
October 17th, 1944. This was the moment when Japanese lookouts on Suluan
Island at the entrance to Leyte Gulf made a contact report un A1D ie'i ourface
forces entering Leyte Gulf. These Allied surface forces were the advanct
forces of the SkVLNTHFLT which had beer ordiered, commencing D-3* day (October
17th) to prepare the way for the seizure by the 31XTH Army of certain areas
on Leyte Island preparatory •C sclaing the Philippines. (A th.ro'gh brief
of Volume I is contained in the Introdu4ion to Volume II).

Volume II of this study covers the thre6-day period of operations from
D-3 through D-1 day (2400 October 19th).

(A) Allied.

(a) Advance Force 1) seized Suluan Island at the entrance to Le;te Gulf
and also seized positions on southern Homonhon and northern Dinagat Islands,
(2) destroyee by gunfire and air bombardment enemy personnel, instal)atlons
and facilities along the east coast of Leyte anid, especially with'-. the
selected landing areas (in the vicinity of Palo and Dulag), (3) reconnoite-ed
with UDT' s the approaches to the above selected landing areas and reported
them as satisfactory, (4) cleared most of the objective area of minee
(actually all mines swept were in Area -VF" at the entrance to Leyte Gulf.
Here in these three days the minesweepers swept 190 mines all of which
proved to be of the chemical horn contact type), (5) mste a hydrographic
survey and installed a number of navigationavl aids;

(b) Covering and 3upport Forces (1) hit the Clark Field Complex, the
Manila area of Luzon, and the shippinr in the Manila area heavily by air
strikes on the 18th and 19th (TF 38 planes), (2) hit the Takao area of
Formosa by an air strike on the 17th (TWENTTEIý| Bomber Command), (3) hit
the western Visayas by air strikes (Negros, Cebu. Pan..y) heavily on the
18th and 19th (TG 77.!+), (4) made rm-nnaissance searches throughout the
area, (5) made by both air and submarine a number of impot.-ant contacts,
notably on the SECUND ",triking Force en route Maxo, this latter by submarines.

During this period (a) COMTHIRUDFLT sent two dispatches to Cui••.K(M51.C
warning of the likelihood oi Tokyo Express operations by tht enemy in Support
of the Leyte garrison, (b) the' ilied amphibicu, forces continued on toward
Leyte and at 2400 October 19th were aýready penetrating into Le,,te Gulf.

In strategic coamnaw of all fol-ces in the 6OWcSPAC are, was C(JMXOiO •PAC
with his headquarters at Hollandia but who at this tim- was iL the cruiser
NAiHVI124,, entering Leyte Gulf.

* Although Cklkvol!,,PAC emplol/ed the .erm A-day rather +Ian D-day, the
latter is eniploytod t u~gh this analysin •o foll. w the more fauiliar
military usage.
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(B) Japanese.

Because they felt that the Allied landings on Suluan, Homonhon and
Dinagat Islands appeared to be part of an invasion move against the central
and southern Philippines, and because they had contacted four enemy carrier
groups off Luzon, the Japanese High Command decided on October 18th that
there would be a landing in the Philippines. The Navy activated SHO One at
1701 and the Army activated it for 0000 the following day.

Meanwhile the Naval High Command commenced concentrating the principal
air strength of the SIXTH Base Air Force in Formosa preparatory to moving it
to the Philippines-restored CARDIV THRif air units still in Japan and
CARDIV FOUR units at Oita and Kagoshima Air Bases capable of operating from
carriers to CARDIV THR&, and transferred the sadly depleted T-Force to
CinC Combined Fleet.

On October 19th the Navy informed the Army that preparations were under-
way for the Combined Fleet penetration into Leyte Gulf. Surprisingly this
plan was opposed by the Chief of the Army General Staff who proposed that
the Navy adopt a policy of conserving fleet strength. As a result of this
disagreement no conclusions were arrived at, The Navy therefore persisted
in going ahead with plans for the penetration operation-the Army, on the
other hand, persisted in opposing such an operation. Also since on this
day the air forces operating in the Philippines had contacted many Allied
forces concentrating on Leyte Gulf, the Naval High Command became convinced
that the Leyte landing was to be the main landing and was not a diversion
nor a reconnaissance in force.

The Japanese surface and submarine forces operated as follows:

(a) FIRST Striking Force sortied from Lingga-Singapore at 0100 October
18th and headed for Brunei Bay where it was to arrive on the 20th,

(b) SECOND Striking Force sortied from Amami 0 Shima at 0530 October
18th and headed for Mako (Pescadores Islands) where it was to arrive also
on the 20th, and

(c) Mait Force in the Inland Sea continued preparations for sortie which
was planined for the 20th; the Advanced Expeditionaiy Force sortied eight
submarines of the 8 Group on October 19th.

The Japanetse air furces operated as follows:

(a) FIFTrH &ase Air Force continued preparations for the defense of the
Philippines by (1) launching seventeen sorties on October 18th anti five on
October 19th aga'ný;t Allied carriers aid shipping and by launching Lonw, rargo
searches on October 19th which contacted in their range, mo:it of the Allied
forces approaching the Leyte area, and (2) oruparing base facilities for the
denlonmnent of the izXTfi Base Air Force there. At 2400 October 19th the FIl'if
Base Air Force had forty planes operational out of sixty-seven available,
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(b) SIXTH Base Air Force continued its preparations for moving to the
Philippines. On October 19th the commander (1) issued orders for the SHO
One decisive battle, (2) directed his conmmnd to move to the Philippines on
October 21st and 22nd and launch attack operations on October 22nd and 23rd,
and (3) advised the principal commands that he had on Formosa at 0800 this
day 395 aircraft of which 223 were operational. At 2400 October 19th the
SIXTH Base Air Force had about 505 operational planes out of 842 available,
and

(c) FORTH Air Army continued its operations in defense of the Philip-
pines by launching five air strikes against Allied shipping in Leyte Gulf
and by conducting short range air searches which supported the long range
air searches of the FIFTH Base Air Force. At 2400 October 19th the FOURTH
Air Ar•m had fifty-five operational planes out of ninety-two available.

In strategic command of all Naval forces including Naval air forces was
CinC Combined Fleet who was en route from Formosa to Hiyoshi (Kyushu) but
who at 2400 October 19th was at Omura Kyushu where he had been forced to
stop for the night, because of bad weather.

A Brief Narrative of the 0000 20 October -. i0 23 October P'hase of the

Battle for Leyte Gulf

(1) Operations on October 20th.

(a) Alled.

During the early hours the Allied amphibious forzes entered Leyte

Gulf. At this time, CTF 77, who had arrived with these forces, assumed
commiard of all operations in the objective area. 'he advance group was then
dissolved anu its several components reported to v rious command.3 to continue
their functional tasks, arid the F3 groups and air support groups comenced
conducting the final pre-lanling bombardments as scheduled.

At 1O0 CTF 78 landed the ThNTh Corps on schedule on the northern
beaches in the vicinity of Tacloban with only limited opposition. The
INTY-FOURTBH ivision landed on WRAD Beach (Palo), while the F'iitT Cavalry
Division Linded on W1TTE Beach (San Ricardo). Meanwhile the To'•NTY'-FlY0T
Infantry Hegiment had landed unopposed at GitJN Beach (Panvion).

SSimilarly CTF '/9 landed the TWENn-FOUR'TH Corps on the nouthern
beaches, in the vicinity of Dulag, also withi only limited opposition. The
;EVtTH Infantr< Diviaion landed on V]OGL1T ino Y6LU,OW Beaches, while the

NIN*hTY-JXTH Infantry [)ivi'Aon landed on ORANGE and IILUE Beaches.

This success in landing unopposed, or with only I1 imted opposition,
was not due entirely to the effectiveness of Oie Allied preltmirvary air and
gunfire tbombariments, but Vas also due to the fact, that the Japanese troops
in the Dulag ind Tacloban areasn were not in their deferist, ponition5 but
I.sLead had *Ihdrawyn to safer po:iAtion until the prel hminary bombardm(:nrtn
had onded. Th- lillied Landinrs occurred fa,;t*,r than had been witlm:,ttd.
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SThe unloading of additional trc, p3, supplies, and equipment
followed soon after the assault waves, and by early a~terncon general
unloading had cozmenced. Somp delays were encountered in the unloading uf
material over rarious beaches.

Also in early afternoon CUtSOWESAC with his party went ashore to
Iiispect the progress --' operatý.ons at the northern beaches and to broadcast
his return to the people of the Philippines, returning to his flagship at
1600. Near the day' s end he reporte(c to COMINCh that the Leyte landing had
been most successful, that operations were proceeding according to schedule
wi -h very light losses, and that avhile heavy enewy mortar fire had been
encouin ired no eaemy heav;-r shore artillery had been located.

At 1430 tht C.G.'s TWENTY-FOURTH Infanrrit. Division and FIRST Cavalry
Division and at l750 C.G. NINETY-SIXTH Infantry Division asiumed command
ashore, illustrating the ra'cidity with which operations progressed.

At 1615 ta HONOI ULU was torpe,.oed by ar enemy plane.

By 1800 the Fanaon phase of the operation had been completed. CTG
78.3 then withdrew most of the naval forces participating therein and pro-
ceeded to:'ard the specified rend3zvovs with the unloaded transports of TF 78
which he was to conduct "r,.n Leyte Gulf to the rear areas. These numbered
fifteen transports and five LSD' s I -om the nirthern beaches; none departed
the southern beaches.

During the day (a) the Ebcort Carrier Group (TG 77.',.) made a
significant contribution to the operations by provriding direct air support
of 305 sorties and air cove- of 132 TCAP, and twenty target ASP sorties;
with losses of but two VF and five Vr a rcraft, (b) Allied submarine3 carried
out their routine o~erations making no contacts of unusual importance. How-
ever, certain submarines were off station; with the result that (1) the
Japanese Main Force sortied Bungo Suido unobserved at 1735 this day, and (Z)
the Japanese FIR3T Striking Force entered Brunei Bay also unobserved at 1200,
(c) the minesweepers swept thirty-two chemical horn moored mines irn Area
64EI-XP gi-vJng a four day total of 222 mines, and (d) the ir elements of the
jOWE,3PaC f'oroer continued their operations in general support of t•ie KING 1l
operations, perrorming searches, reconnaissance strikes and auxiliary tasks
in various areas.

-CI4TIrIRDFLT during this day, noting that enemy reaction in strength
wa-q ,icager, does noL scow to have been unduly concerned about the situation
for he directed two of his carrier groups to fuel on the morrow, and the
ra:tnir'g two to operate in a covering position off 3an Bernardino Strait.
However, he wa-s clearly becoming more and more concerned over operation
H(Yl1j(T (air strikes on the Japanese Homelan'yd) and over the fact that his
pilotsi were showing combat fatigue. in this latter connection, he haa
received a report during the forenoon that FIThERON EIGHif' in the BUNKrM HILL
was.- "practically 1,00 per cont suffering from combat fatigue".

"1TF 38 oe this day continued to operate in active support as follows:
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(a) TG's 38.1 and 38.4 (under CTG 38.1 as OTC) (1) furnished two
direct support, strikes of 101 planes each which attacked ground targets
"behind the southern beaches and (2) flew several fighter aweeps, totaling
forty-four pl1.4es, -r neutralization missions against Japanese airfields in
the western Visayas tund northern Mindanao, and

(b) TG•s 38.2 and 38.3 rendezvoused at noon in an area about 200
miles no-theast of San Bernardino Strait where they operated in a covering
position and ftrm where they flew morning and afternoon searches to thenorthwest which were negative as far as enemy contacts were concerned.

The aircraft of TG 30.5 carried out the Central Pac3fic Search Plan

with negative results. TG 30.3 continued onward toward Ulitoi undisturbed.

No contacts of importance were made by the FOURTEENTH Air Force
planes, with the result tnat only one contact was forwarded 4o Allied
commanders, i.e., that on five large unidentified ships, heading eastward
in the South China Sea.

(b) Japanese.

During the morning (a) the Chief of the Army Genera3. Staff who had
violently opposed the Combined Fleet penetration into Leyte Gulf at X1Is time
and who had refused to defend Leyte with other than the forces there now,
surprisingly reconsidered his position and decided that the army would defend
Leyte with the maximum ground forces which could be brought into thL area in
a manner similar to that which was originally planned for Luzon, (b) the
SECOND Striking Force arrived Make (0800) and shortly thereafter commenced
fueling from the oiler HYOEI MARU, (c) the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet
issued (at 0813) his overall battle plan which entailed primarily (1) the
FIRST Striking Force penetration to the Tacloban area at dawn on October 25tN
X-day; (2) the Main Force, in cooperation with the FIRST Striking Force,
maneuvering in the area east of Luzon so as to divert the enemy to the north
and, should a favorable opportunity arise, attacking and destroying the
enamy; (3) Commander SW Area Force, who commanded all -iaval air forces
concentrated in the Philipplnes, in cooperation with the FIRST Striking Force,destroying enemy carrier and invasion forces; and (4) Comiander Si3,TH base

Air Force advancing to the Philippines, and under Comrb- SW Area Force,
launching an all out offensive against the enemy task forces on October 24th,
Y-day, (d) the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet also (1) suggested, at 1006,
to Commander FIRST Striking Force that he consider dividing his cowmand into
two groups to enter Leyte Gulf through San Bernardino Strait and Surigao
Strait, and (2) informed his commanders of the composition of Allied carrier
forces as compiled by POW interrogation. This irnformotion was remarkably
accurate, and (e) at 1145 CinC Compined Pleet finaily arrived at Hiyoshi
(Tokyo) having, completed the last leg of his long-delayed return flight
from Formosa.

During the afternoon (a) at 1200 the FIRST Striking Force arrived
Brunei Bay and by 1230 had comienced fueling the small units from the larger
unIts, (b) at 1400 the Main Force, with b,,. IV( planes, departel Sada Misaka
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aand headed for Bungo Suido through which it sortied undetected at 1735, (c)
at 16OU a contact report was made in beyte Gulf on twenty warships, seventy
largv ships and eighty smaller craft fy transports, (d) throughout the day a
numoer of contacts were received on Allieý forces outside Leyte Gulf, and (e)
a, 1802 CinC Combined Fleet assbmed direct command of the FIRST Striking Force
taereby, in effect, dissolving the MobiW Force.

The FIFTH Base Air Force, with but forty operational planes, con-
tinued limit-ed opevations for the defense of the Philippines by launching
small air attacks against Allied shipping in Leyte Gulf ana Allied carriers
off the Gulf. ". nce it lost seven planes during the day and appears to have
received none, it enaed the day with thirty-three planes. At 2000 Vice
Admiral Onishi relieved Vice Admiral Teraoka as Commar.der FIFTH Base Air
Force and at 2347 he established the first Kamikaze Special Attack Corps.

The 61XT'i Base Air Force, in addition to issuing by dispatch the
essentials of tbo attack organization which listed 330 aircraft, corti'inued to
regroup -Lid to comp. 2te preparations for the planned movement to the
PhilippLaes.

The / OURTi AiJr Arry, with but fifty-five operational planes, also
continued operations against Allied shipping in Leyte Gulf by launching
twenty sortie-, The SECOND Air Division issued its plan for the Philippines
Decisive Battle with the basic policy of committing the entire strength of
the division againiA, enemy forces landing ini the Philippines and to
annihilate them at any cost. Since some reinforcements were received during
the day and ai, losses were few, at end of the day the FOURTH Air Army had
increased it- operational aircraft to seventy-five planes.

(2) Operations of October 11st.

(a) Allied.

As a consequence of the excellent weatner and of Japanese weakness
the operations of the Allied forces, both ground and naval proceeded
satisfactorily although the progress of rnloiding s'upplies was slower than
expected. The principal damage to the Allied force this day was suffered
by the AUSTRALIA which was heavily hit by a suicide plane but otherwise
enemy air opposition was weak.

During the morning, 01*4OWVJaPAC went ashore at WHITE Beacn with the
Presidont of the Philippines to observe at first hand, operations ashore.
In the early afternoon, having visited Tacloban Airdrome, he returned to
his flagship NAMIHWILLE.

CTF 77 and hig principal ";ubordinate commanders were chiefly con-
ceric,' with (L) exp,.ditingW unlozding optYrationn, (,') reducing the en,.=y air
threi;.t over the obJ,!ctive area awi (3) impmoving logiAbi.c replenishment.

Aa regards item (1), difficulties continued to be encountered by both
CTF's 7"• arm' 7). týrF 78's difficulties lay largely in the uflol;Auing at REA)
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Beach where the lack of pontoon causeways and LCT's had restricted the un-
loading of LST' s but with the arrival of some of these units from the
southern beaches the rate of unloading improved. CTF 79's difficulties lay
largely in the unloading at ORANGE Beach where the shore party was in-
adequate.

As regards item (2), CTF 77 requested CTG 77.4 to conduct an *fter-
noon sween over the western Visayas and northern Mindanao. Coincidentally,
independent of this request CTO 77.4 was working out a similar proposal to
CTF 77 in order to reduce the frequency of harassing raids against his
escort carriers.

As regards item (3), there was a growing shortage of fuel, smoke
producing materials and bombardment ammunition. Arrangements were mnde xo
resupply from the fueling group off the entrance to Leyte Gulf.

iDuring the forenoon CTF 77 observed the arrival of the 14TB Group.
During the afternoon he (a) requested (1) at 1325 CTF 38 to provide an 8 VF
dusk CAP over the objective area on this and subsequent days. (COMTHIRDFLT's
peremptory denial of ti s request raised an interesting difference of opinion
between CTF 77 and himself regarding the manner in which TF 38 would support
the Allied landings, which was further emphasized by additional messages
from C.1THIRDFLT) and (2) at 1425 requested C.G. PIFTH Air Force to keep Coron
Bay under daily surveillance, to detect and destroy enemy shipping, and (b)
issued (1) as a precautionary measure against possible surprise penetration
by enemy surface forces into Leyte Gulf his }:: rbor Defense Plan Number ONE
which largely gave to CTG 77.- the responsibility for the night defense of
the Gulf, and (2) his daily operational sumnary reporc to COWX)Wi!3PAC wherein
he sta'.ed operations were proceeding according to plan.

On this day (a) certain Army commanders asscumed cummurd a.shore as
follows; (i) at 1300 C.G. jSVENTH Infantry Division and (,.) at I600 C.G.
TENTH Corps, and (b) numerous ships having completed discharging their
supplies departed at sundown for the rear area. Of 0rese ships seventeen
Ui)'r's and four cargo ships were from the noythern beaches and fourteen
transports and two LDA)'s were from the southern beaches.

A'.s) uurinp the day (a) the escort carriers provided 360 direct
su,,poit .;or.ies, forty-four attack sorties, 132 target C-AP sorties and twenty
ktuyet A-P sorties, with losses of but one VT aircraft, (b) Allied submarines

S•:drriec out their unua1 operation:i and made one important sighting, i.,.,
that by the JEADRAGON on the Japanese '.WON1) Striking Force about 1(X) mies
.;W of Forwosa. CTF 11 on this day advises ROCK, H')RGALL and DARThR (which
subraArines were not on station) that he planned to keep them on station for
a few mor-, days. Al L to.- RAMMERHHAD ha i withdrawn f rom the ;W approachis
to Brunei Bay with tie r,:sit that the f'- igroup from. ingapore passed
unuetected into Br'onei Riy, (c) the: mint sweepf.rs swept sixty-three chemical
honi moored mines in Area 5M'KcA' giving a five day total of A5 mines, a,•i
(d) the air elements oI kMkWI:i}AC forces contluued their onerations in general
support of ttw KING I. operitior,, performing searches, rcconnaissnrice, air
Sstrikes arni ý.ux I lIary tanks in v,-ri -. a rea•.
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During the forenoon CCMTHIRDFLT sent dispatches to interested
commanders where.i he advisGd that he was returning the BUNKER HILL to
Manus, largely to obtain replacement pilots, as well as to obtain replace-
ment aircraft as necessary.

Early in the afternoon, feeling that operations were proceeding
satisfactorily and that enemy opposition would be more in the natrire of
raids, including Tokyo Express runs, than of major fleet action, and
further feeling that the movements of Japanese naval forces in the South
China Sea showed that the Japanese might be planning to bring heavy forces
into the South China Sea, he decided that he might be forced by the demands
of the situation to move into that sea and therefore he queried COMSOWESPAC
as to "what is the earliest estimate for a safe route to that sea via
Surigao and Mindoro Straits".

Also during this afternoon apparently in part because of his
additional concern over (1) Operation H1YrFOOT and (2) the deterioration
of the air group in the BUNKER HILL, he queried COOSOWESPAC, saying in part,
that since his present operations were being restricted by the necessity for
covering the transports, etc., he desired early advice regarding the
withdrawal of such units to safe positions.

TF 38 on this day operated as follows:

(a) TG's 38.1 and 38.4 fueled and received replacement aircraft and
pilots and then headed for a rendezvous with TG 38.2 in vicinity Point READY,
and

(b) TG 38.2 struck Cebu, Masbate, Negros and Panay while TG 38.3
struck Luzon, Mindoro and Coron Bay. Two successive air strikes were made
preceded by a fighter sweep employing a total of 356 sorties for all
purposes. In addition to the above TU 38.2 conducted a morning and afternoon
search, and a combined photographic and anti-snooper search in order Lt con-
tact any enemy shipping moving along the coast of Luzon, all of which were
negative. Upon completion of the above TG 38.2 headed for Point REAUY and
TG 38.3 for Area MIt( where it was to fuel the next morning.

The aircraft of TG 30.5 carried out the Central Pacific Search Plan
with negative results. On this day these plants do not appear to have
covered their sectors adequately although this did not have an adverse effect.

The FOURTEKNTH Air Force made numerous contacts, some on combatant
forLen including one carrier task force-but all of these contacts appear
to have been ertimated by CL4NAVGRPUC11NA as on merchant shipping.

(b) Japanese.

For the Japanese this was a day largely devoted to prepAe•ationr• for
the for-.4comlng penetration operation. CinC Combined Fleet, wbon•e major
forcee were not only comnitted but were either underway on this dLy or
would be on the morrow, still rad two Problems awaiting solutions. These
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were (1) whether to employ the SECOND Striking Force in the penetration
operation in support of the FIRST Striking Force, or to use it for counter-
landing operations, and (2) whether or not Commander FIRST Striking Force
would decide to divide the FIRST Strikinr Force into two groups.

Meanwhile Conmander FIRST Striking Force, while his command con-
tinued fueling and making preparations for t.he penetration operation, con-
tinued his deliberations as to whether or not to divide his forces into
two groups as suggested by Chief of Staff Combined Fleet. Finally having
decidcd to do so, and having decided on the plan of movement, he, at 1700,
assembled all unit conmmanders on board the flagship and issued to them his
written order for the penetration operation. In essence the order provided
for the force to separate into two groups, i.e., (1) the Main Body consisting
of the FIRST and SECOND Sections and (2) the THIRD Section. The Main Body
was to sortie from Brunei at 0800 October 22nd, proceed via San Bernardino
Strait to arrive in the vicinity of Suluan Island at 0400 October 25th and
then penetrate into the Tacloban anchorage. The THIUD Section was to sortie
at 1500 October 22nd, proceed via the Sulu and Mindanao Seas and, in
coordination with the Main Body, pass through Surigao Strait and penetrate
into the anchorage at dawn on October 25th.

The Main Force continued on on southerly courses. During the day
(a) Commander Main Force (1) advised his comrand about redio deception which
he planned to employ and which would be augmented by the possible transmission
of false messages by Tokyo radio and (2) conducted a forenoon search of nine
planes in the southern sector which search was negative, and (b) the force
lost three planes, thus reducing the planes in the conriand from 116 to 113.

The SECOND Striking Force (less CRUDIV SIXTEEN) completed refueling
at Mako and at 1200 detached DESDIV TWENTY-ONE to proceed to Takao to
transport ground personnel of the 31•TH Base Air Force to Manila. At 1600
the remaining units of the SECOND Striking Force (CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE and
UtýRON ONE (less DESDIV NflCTY-ONE)) departed Make to arrive Manila morning
23rd. At 1710 ChUDIV JIXTEEN got underway from Brunei Bay in accordance
with orders from Commander SFJOND Striking Force to advance to Manila also
by the morning of the 23rd at the latest.

During the uny ntnerous contact reports and RDF fixes indicated that
(a) strong Allied carrier forces were continuing to operate to the eastward
of the Philippines, and (b) fourteen to fifteen battleships and cruisers
and eighty transports were still in Leyte Gulf. Also during the day one
additional submarine departed the Inland Sea, thus increasing to eleven the
sutnarines en route to the Philippine area.

The FIFTH base Air Force devoted the (Jay l argely to the organization
and preparation of the Kamikaze units. However, opcerations for the defense
of the Philippines were continued as well. These consisted of the launching,
of (1) a search-attack group of six planes to attack an Allied carrier task
group but which failed to locate the group and (2) thm firL Kamikaze unit
consisting of two fighter bombers escorted by one fighter to attack an
Allied carrier group. While tha rosults of this latter attack are unknown
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the fact that the attack was launched is of historical importance because it
marked the inauguration of regularly planned Kamikaze attacks. The FIFTH
Base Air Force seems to have lost nine planes on this day and to have
received none, thus ending the day with twenty-four planes.

The SIXTH Base Air Force continued its preparations for its movement
to the Philippines on the following day and for the general offensive
October 23rd, and during the forenoon Comaander SIXTH Base Air Force issued
his directive thereon. This order embraced 350 aircraft for movement to
the Philippines and forty-eight to be held on Formosa. As CinC Combined
Fleet had designated October 24th as the day for the general air offensive
(Y-day) the advancement of the offensive by one day by Commander SIXTH
Base Air Force seems to have been done because of the outlook for bad
weather in the Philippines on October 24th.

The FOURTH Air Army, while it continued air attack operations for the
defense of the Philippines by launching about seventeen sorties against
shippi.ng in Leyte Gulf, likewise readied itself for the forthcoming
offensive, which preparations culminated in the issuance by C.G. FOURTH
Air Army of his (1) Operation Order A-518 wherein he directed a full-scale
offensive against "enemy shipping engaged in landing operations in the
Leyte Gulf area", and (2) dispatch amplifying the above order. During the
day the SIXTH Base Air Force lost thirty-eight planes and appears to have
received none, thus ending the day with thirty-seven planes.

(3) Operations on October 22nd.

(a) Allied.

As a consequence of the continuing excellent weather and of the
"continuing weakness of the Japanese ground operations Allied and naval
operations continued satisfactorily although problems continued to arise
relative to the unloading.

CTF 77 was anxious to expedite the unloading as thils would expedite
the (I) depdrture of the unloaded ships and thereby reduce its period of
vulnerability to enemy attack and (2) assumptions of command ashore by
C.G. TWENTY-FOURTH Corps and C.G. 3ILTH Army.

During the morning UW4•SOWESPAC went ashore to inspect at first hand
the conditions on the beach and to see how the ground offensive was pro-
grossing. On this visit with CAAF "OWEJPAC he inspected the ihulag Airarome,
recently captured.

CTF 78's principal problem this day related to the arrival of
heinforcement Group 0P. and the difficulties inherent in unloadiig the
fourteen LJT's destined for RED Beach. He decided to beach all RED beach
L'$T's on the Cataisan Peninrsula in which vicinity the vHITE Beach Li:T' had
been anleading a3 well. The problem here Jay in the fact th&t the unlo,;dAing
of the LiT'ls on Cataisan Peninsula naturally forced the delay !n the
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reconstruction of Tacloban Airdrome as the space required for the supplies

being landed would gradually embrace the air strip.
i CTF 79' s principal problem lay-with the unloading at ORANGE Beach

where the ineffectiveness of the shore party continued to be a strong
delaying factor and contributed toward C.G. TWENTY-FOURTH Corps delay in
assuming command.

On this day, as on the previous days, numerous ships including certain
new arrivals with Reinforcement Group ONE completed discharging their cargos
and departed at sundown for the rear areas. Of these ships seven transports,
three cargo ships atid sixteen LST' s were from the northern beaches, and six
transports, two cargo ships, two LSD' s and one LSV were from the southern
beaches.

Also during the day the (a) escort carriers provided 242 direct
support sorties, forty-four attack sorties, 140 target CAP sorties and twenty
ASP sorties with a loss of eight VF and two VT aircraft, thus reducing
aircraft within the command to 313 VF and 190 VT, (b) Allied submarines
carried out their usual operations with certain submarines of (1) TF 17
contacting and attacking ineffectively (SEADRAGON) the Japanese 3ECOND
Striking Force and (2) of TF 71 (DARTER) contactirng CRUDIV SIXTEEN en route
Manila which it variously reported as "three unidentified large ships",
"three cruisers" and finally that the tops of one dimly seen was probably
a battleship, (c) the minesweepers swept sixteen chemical horn moored mines
in Area S&IEP giving a six day total of 301 mines, and (d) the air elements
of SO6ESPAC forces continued their operations in general support of the
KING II operations.

lt seems probable that sometime in the early forenoon CORiTHIRdFLT

was advised by CINCPAC that the restrictions imposed by the necessity of
covering the jOWL61PAC forces were accepted and that CCW4THI•WFLT was not to
move major units into Central Philippine waters without authority. During
the day which was largely uneventful GOUITHIRDFLT issued orders to his
com.iand which showed that he (1) planned to operate his I.rces more in
oistaiit support than in the immediate vicinity of the objective area, (2)
was not now anticipating a major fleet engagement, and (3) planne,.: r gradual
withdrawal of his forces from support of KING II in order to be prepared
and in po:;.ition for the next scheduled operation (H(YrFOOT).

Dispatches originated on this day reveal the difference in the
Mental attitudes between the principal comnanders at this time. On the one
hand CTF '77, concerned with the threat of enamy raiding forces, wa; desirous
of wintaining sufficient surface forces in Leyte Q-lif to cope with such a

:,hreat, while on the other hsand, C(MTh1ikWFLT seemed not too concerned with
such a threat but rather gave thought to (1) the possib~ilty of destroying,
a mijor portion of the enemy fleet arru (2) operation WOTFOOT in view of

whicii he had already ordered two groups to withdraw to Ulithi.

TF 38 opt~rated on this day at follows:
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(a) TG's 38.1, 38,,2 38.4 operated in the vicinity of Point READY
throughout the day. Except for the launching by CTG 38.2 of a morning 3NO
mile search in sector 29•0-3600(T), whlch search wao negative, the day's
operations were uneventful. Upon ccmpletion of the day's operation, CTG 38.2
headod for Point MICK to fuel while CTO' s 38.1 and 39,4 headed for Point
CONDOR, and

(b) TG 36.1 fueled and received replacement aircraft and pilots and
then headed for a rendezvous with TGO s 38.3 and 38.4 at Point CONDOM,

The aircraft of TG 30.5 carried out the Central Pacific Search Plan
with negative reaults. On this day as on the previous day, these planes do
not appear to have covere'd their searches adeqtwtely. While on the previous
day this did not have an adverse effect, on thds Uay it may have had a most
serious effect for the Japanese Main Force, during a large part of the day,
fueled well within the area searched without detection.

The FOURWTENTH Air Force searches were ineffective, (a) the night
searches (OQtober 21st/22nd) because one plane ttrned back due to radar
difficulties; the other made no important contacts, (b) the day searches,
because of mechanieal trouble which caused both planes to return to base, and
(c) the night searcles (October 22nd/23rd) because 'f bad weather were
cancelled.

(b) Japanese.

CinC Combined Fleet learned daring the morning that Conmander FMIST
Striking Force had divide' his force in accordance with the quggestion
his Chief of Staff had made oL October 20th. le therefore now, had but
one major problem remaining in connection with the penetration operation,
iLe., how to employ the SECCND Striking Force. After detetoiuinig from
Imperial General Headquarters (Navy Section) that only CRUD.I SIXTEEN vWould
be needed in the counuterlanding operaation he decided to employ the WC()ND
Striking Force in the penetration operation. He th6n directed Comuarner SW
Area Force to order Commander SECOND Striking Fe<ce to (1) penetrate into
Leyte Gulf through Surigao Strait and (2) in so doing to cooperate with
Commanider F1IST Strik'ng Force. Later in the day, after receivirg several
RDF fixes on enemy sutxai-lnes, one of which was tin the Sibuyan Sea, he
advised his cominders that eney s'abmarines were apparently aseaublying
to cover the movements of the FIRST Striking Force and other unIts and
directed that the matter be given special attention.

Meanwhile, at Bnincl Bay, the FIRST Striking, Force had completed re-
fueling and, (a) at 0745 the Main Body (fiRST and SECOND Sections) cotumenced
getting undarwt.-y. After cleei.:ing the bay entrance the force formed into
cruising disposition and headed for Palawan Pass-age. At the tizne of sortia
Comnander Main Body had, within his ships, at least forty-one and probablyforty-five reconyaissantr seaplanes, and (b) the THIhID Section continued pre-

parations to depart Brunei Bay in the afternoon. Some time during the morn-
ipg Commander THUPJ) Section issued his plans for the penetrationr operation.
These were (1) his Operation Order No. I, wlhich directed the THIRD Section
to penetrata from Surigao itrait into TacloLin anchorage two hours before
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d&wn a.d (2)v his movement plan. At 1500 the THIRD Section sortied and Ci'ter
getAting well off shore in order to avoid submarines proceeded toward
Balabac StraiP. At this time Commander THIRD Section had within his ships at
least eight ad probably ten reconnaissance seaplanes.

Tifhe Main Force proceeded generally southward until about 1100 when
fueling was commenced on a course of 090 0 (T). At 1.200 Coamanier Main Force
estimated that even if the enemy carriers had moved as far south as San
Beimardino Strait it would still be necessary to divert the enemy to the
northast, He decided to employ radio deception to accomplish this. Upon
the completion of fueling late in the afternoon the force again resumed its
movement to the south and southwest. The fueling was slow and poorly executed
largely due to "inadequately trained destroyers". The air losses were also
heavy wiltn six carrier type attack planes failing to return from search
operations, thus reducing the planes in hih cormnand from 113 to l07,

The SSCOND Striking Force (less CRUDIV SIXTEEN which had been
assigned to counterlanding operations and ihich was en route Manila, and
DESRON TWENTY-ONE which was transporting SIXTH Base Air Force personnel to
Manila) was en route Manila when ordered by Commander SW Area Force to
penetrate into Leyte Gulf in cooperation with the FIRST Strixing Force, As
a result Commander SECOND Striking Force changed his plans and announced by
dispatch at 2000 his plan to (a) arrive and refuel at Coron Bay during the
evening of October 23rd, (b) sortie Coron Bay 0200 October 24th, and (c)
airrive at the entrance of Surigao Strait at 0600 October 25th. This last

* item is of particular interest because it is five hours behind the scheduled
entrance into Surigao Strait of the THIRd Section. He also, earlier in the
day, directed C(XDESDIV TWEWNT-ONE to rejoin him the morning of October 24th.

COMCRUDIV SIXTEEN continued on toward Manila. While en route COM-
CRUDIV Sl.XTt•rN learned that as Comimander SW Area Force Guard Force, he was
to move troops by transport from Cagayan (Mindanao) to Leyte and was to
arrive at Cagayan by evening of the 24th.

During the day, as on the previous day (a) numerous contact reports
and RDF fixes inticated that. strong carrier forces were continuing to operate
.o the eastward of the Philipnines, (b) the Visayas had been hit by Allied
ai.craft (100, naval report or 189, army report), and (c) the submarines
continued on toward the Philippines without incident. One submarine (1-54)
contacted some Allied ships (either TG 30.3 or TO 30.7).

The FTrrH B•se Air Force continued the preparation, org'anization and
deployment of the Kamikaze units. Having throughout this day but. twenty-
Tour plcnees, the force engagvd primarily in search operations and in
assistin%• in the base activities of the SiXTH Base Air Forc, and "i'"1 Force.
With the ,irrival of the SIXTP Base Air Force planes, considerable confusion
resulted bvcatise ma,iy of these planes landed on fields other than those
de,ýigrated.

The ;IXTH Base Air Fore cormienced early in the n:)rni•g to execute
its plan for t.hi movemcnt of its fighting strength to Luzon. The movement
was accoomplis:rd! in geineritl ac,,cordlnr, to plavm and at Ij)30 Commander S!XTH
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Base Air Force boarded his plane for Manila where he landisd at 1700 and
established his headquarters there. Upon arrival he reported to Commandir
SW Area Force, who, as directed by CinC Combined Fleet, was in command of all
air units in the Philippines, Considerable confusion attended the arrival
of 5IXTH Base Air Force aircraft at the Clark Field Complex where many planes
landed at the wrong fields and maintenance crews and aircraft were thus
separated. By the end of the day 197 of his aircraft had arrived in Luzon,
of which about nineteen were seaplanes.

the FOURTH Air Army, while it contioued air attack operations in
defense of the Philippines by launching eleven sorties against shipping in
Leyte Gulf, likewise continued to prepare itself for the coming offensive.
On this day, C.G. SECOND Air Division, which unit possessed the major air
strength, issued his operation order for the offensive October 24•th against
enery shipping in and around Leyte CGIf. This order (a) anticipated a
strength of about 173 aircraft for the initial attack, and (b) was un-
rnalistic in that it stated the objective was the destruction of 100 ships
ty the end of the first day and that for this purpose the division would
"thoroughly apply the principle of one plane for one ship". Also on this
day the FOURTH Air Army lost one and possibly two planes, and received
sixty-one planes, thus ending the day with about ninety-seven operational
planes.

By the end of the day the decision of the Army High Command to
defend Leyte with maximum strength had been communicated to the cormmanders
in the field. As a result C.G. FOUthTEENTH Area Army issued his
implementing directive.

(4) JOerations on October 23rd, 0000 - 1042.

(a) A ied.

As on previous night COt&;uWESiAC and CTF 77 in their respective
flagships natrolied eastern Leyte Guif and returned to the transport areas
in the early morning.

Certain contacts of the previous day had arousea CTF 77's interest
since they indicat-d t!iat Japanese operations o" some important nature
were unde•rway. Soon afxer midnight he comuliencf-d receiving from the DARTI,
contact reports on he-ivy ships in Palawan Passage, so that by 0800 he (a)
knew of Japanese combatant ships heading for the Coron Bay-Manila area,
includ!ng (I ) the Japanese SECOND triking Force arid po.ssibly another group
which had had a carrier torpedoed, (2) two groiups headiip, northward through
Palawanr Passage, one of which ircl tided battleships, (b) had been infolmed
of the movement of iairnraft into itizon on the pnivlPus day, and (c) had
inform•tion corcerninR (i) the .'> tie of the Japinese Main Force and/or its

iutri y Fore,' and (.2) oiler,', in Co.en Hay. Bringing his runninrg esthmate of
thef iustion utn to dale he, at 22i, having, decided that thes;e operations
were largely concerned with vo)kyo t,,xwiess operations against Leyte issue:d the
warning, distpatch "I regotrd Liv, ipproancth of ene+:my combatant ships :and U rit'ers

towan•l Coron Bay as the first oh, ie of the buil' up of inagnifiea Tokyo
itiLt.• r tai; a:wain st l,'yte, etc w mi, i marks- the cl,ýe of this volume, and
in whict: ht -Ved Cor a r a Li',u t rn£ t the atti)ve ottratirns,



Since (a) TF 78 expected to unload, on this day, the twenty LST7s and
one cargo ship remaining and expected to unload a small percentage rf the
cargos of the six XAK's, and (b) CTF 79 expected to unload most of tV'e firtc-in
large ships (seven transports, six cargo ships, one LSD and one LSV) and
fifty-nine LST's remaining, both TF's 78 and 79 remained at anc':or in order t-
continue unloading throughout the night. Unloading operations p,'oceeded
satisfactorily and by aid-morning the Army Reserve (381st RCT) had been landed.

By 1042 the (a) escort carriers had provided about sixty-nine direct
support sorties, twenty-four fighter sweep sorties, probably fifty-six target
CAP sorties and eight target ASP sorties with losses of two VF thus reducing
the aircraft within the command to 311 VF and 190 VT, (b) Allied submarines
carried out their usual operations. However the submarines of TF 71 made
some very important contacts, notably the DARTKR. This submarine commencing
at 0225 made a series of reports on an enemy force in Palawan Passage the
composition of which she reported at 0525 as a minimum of eleven ships.
Both the DARTZR and the DACE, which was operating with her, attacked the above
force (Main Body FIRST Striking Force) and sunk the ATAGO and MAYA and
heavily damaged the TAKAO, (c) the minesweepers continued to sweep on this
day and seem to have swept but one mine (chemical horn moored type), giving
a six and one-half day total of 302 mines, and (d) the air elements of
SOWESPAC forces continued their operations in general support of KING II
operations with negative results. However it seems that the plane in Sector
ONE of Search Plan FOX might have contacted the THIRD Section, FIRST Striking
Force which had Just passed through Balabac Strait, had the plane not been
shot down.

COMTHIRDFLT, in the light of contacts made on the previous day,
the significant dispatches exchanged on the previous two days, and the
contacts received soon after midnight, largely from the SHARK and DARTER,
decided to operate two fast carrier task groups (TPG's 38.2 and 38.3) closer
to the Philippines in order to extend to the westward the coverage of his air
searches, and at 0252 issued appropriate orders. As additional contact
reports from submarines (DARTER, D[UA, IGEFISH) revealed a pattern of in-
creasing Japanese reaction, he reestimated the situation and decided to (a)
employ three carrler task group (TG's 38.2, 38.3 and 38.4) to cover the
Philippines, and (b) permit TG 38.1 to continue on to Ulithi to carry out its
scheduled replenishment. He, therefore, reca-lled TG 38.4, then -!n route
Ulithi for replenishment, and stationed all three groups on an approximately
320 0-140 0 (T) line along the eastern littoral of the Philippines.

TF 38, on this day, operateu as follows:

(a) TG's 38.1 and 38.4 rendezvoused with 'PG 38.3 at Point CONLX)II
where TG 38.4 received from that group COMBATPAC in WASHINGTON with ALABAMA
arw.i DESDIV 100. During the forenoon orders were ieceived from CO4THIHDFIT
for TG 38.4 to operate on the morrow in a po!3ition about seventy miles,
bearing 0500(T) from the cE tip of .iarwtr. Since no new orders were
received for TG 38.1 this group continu#ed on toward Uiithi,

(b) TG 38.2 cormnenceti fueling from the fueling gronp ,ith the
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expectation of completing fueling by 1200. During the forenoon the BUNKER
HILL, STEPHEN POTTER and BENHAM were detached to Ulithi. Orders were
received from COMTHIRDFLT directing CTG 38.2 to operate on the morrow in the
vicinity of the eastern entrance to San Bernardino Strait, and

(c) TG 38.3 rendazvoused at Point CONDOR with TG's 38.1 ar.d 38.4

and 6ransferred CCHBATPAC in WASHINGTON with ALABAMA and DESDIV 100 to

TG 38.4. He knew that on the morrow he was to operate in an area about
ninety miles due east of Polillo Island in company with TG 38.2 (he had
not as yet received CGMTHIRDFLT's orders to CTG 38.2 to operate off San
Bernardino Strait).

The aircraft of TG 30.5 carried out the Central Pacific Search
Plan, but by 1042 had made no important contacts. Similarly the FOURTKENTH
Air Forcef s day searches from China had made no significant contacts by
1042. The night searches had been cancelled because of bad weather.

(b) Japanese.

With all major decisions resolved and with his forces either
underway or poised for attack in the jHO Operation, CinC Combined Fleet
watched closely the events of the moining.

The Main Body of the FIRST Str king Force entersd Palawan Passage
during the early morning hours. Through a series of events most fortunate
for the Allies, it was so effectively attacked by the submarines DARThR and
DACE that by 0'100 it had lost the flagship ATAGO and the MAYA (both stnk)
and the TAKAO (nmdsred unnavigable). Commander FIRST Striking Force with
his staff, was forced to leave his sinking flagship and was pickad up by
the destroyer KI.`HINAMI.

The THiRD Section which had steamed uneventfully through the night
passed through Balabac Strait at 1025.

The Main Force continued southwestward still undetected by Allied
forces, although it had been within tho search range of Tinian-based long
range search aircraft since shortly before midnight October 21st. Up to
1042 no air losses wore suffered although one ZUIHO search plane had landed
at Oruku (Okinawh) thus temporarily reducirng the planes in the coahuann to
1.06.

IDuring the morning the 6ECUND Striking Force (leass CHUDIV SIXTiýkh
anr DkaDIV TWNENTY-ONE) steamed uneventfully toward Coron Bay where it was
planned to fucl during the evening preparatory to sortie at 0200 October
24th for Leyte Gulf via Surigao Strait.

Meanwhile CRUDIV :.1XTFEN ias proceeding toward Manil%. At O4.:5
the AOk3A (the flagship) was torpedloed by the submarine 1RkA'M some seventy
miles west of the entrance to Manila &ay. Unable to proceed under her own
power, she was taken in tow by the KINU and proceeded toward Manila Bay at
about seven Inots.
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DESDIV TW•f-ONE continued on uneventfully toward Manila where it
mes to arrive at 15W0.

Contacts during the morning were largely RDF fixi on submarines.There were however (a) three contactn reponn ed on surface targets Maia of the

Philippines, and (b) four battleships or cruisers, thirteen large and four
amal] transports reported in Leyte Gulf. Since these contacts were not
unusual and were showing no unusual activity the commanders felt that the
situation was ePtisfactory.

The FIFTH Base Air Force continued to prepare for the coming
offensive. Cosasnder FIFTH Base Air Force deciaed to disperse his K%aikaxe
planes more widely and therefore he ordered thr•ee Kamikaze Special Attack
Units (about seventeen operational planes) moved to Davao from the Clark
Complex.

The SIXTH Base Air Force now in the Manila area with the main
strength of the command, launched its planned attack at 0630 as scheduled.
However the Attack Group, which numbered something less than 150 aircraft,
soon encountered bad weather southeast of Manila and by 0745 had turned hack.

The FOURTH Air Army likewise continued to prepare for the coming
offensive scheduled for the following day. C.G. SECOND Air Division issued
his A-210 which implemented his A-207 of the preceding day, and directed the
SECOND Air Division to launch a general attack early the next morning to
annihilate shipping in the Leyte Gulf area. By 1042 the FOURTH Air Army
had received sixty additional aircraft bringing the :.rerational total at
that time to 157 aircraft.

I
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C04SOWESPAC

W M October 20th

CHAPTER I - ALLIED OPiaNATIONS. October 20th, 199jt

(A) Operations of CMSOWESPAC.

CQISOqESPAC, in NASHVILLE, continued nis approach toward Leyte Gulf in
company with the transport groups of the Southern Landing Force-the rear
echelon of the amphibious assault forces. He noted that the approach and
entry of the forces ahead was proceeding according to plan despite the
reported adverse currents and the partially swept eremey minefield at the
entrance.

At 0032, flving received at 1916 on the previous day a dispatch from
C.G. FIFTH Air Force to the effect that at 1240 (also on the previous day)
sixteen large naval ships and numerous smaller had been sighted in Pare
Pare Bay, SW Celebes, by a reconnaissance plane from Darwin,* he directed
CAAF SOMESPAC and the C.G. FIFTH Air Force (a) to advise all addressees of
the photo interpretation of the composition of the above force, and (b) if
not satisfactory, to re-photograph same at the earliest Mment on this day
(October 20th) and then to advise the same addressees of the definite
composition of the force.**

At 0653 he received word that the FOURTEENTH Air Force night search
planes-then in the air over the South China Sea-were making their searches
200 miles short and that the daylight searches for October 20th had been
cancelled due to a temporary shortage of fuel.*** He no doubt viewed this
situation at such a critical time with concern, especially in view uf the
two enemy task forces reported the day before-one at 1405 off Hainan Island,
and the other at 1400 off northern Formofa heading toward Formosa Strait.
Since his oun and other intelligence estiates had indicated that the
Japanese fleet •uld not oppose the Leyte operation in force,**** he
concurred with both CTF 77 and CC4THIRDFLT in the belief that the enemy
would use his naval units as high speed armed transports to reinforce his
Leyte garrison fore.es, taking maximum advantage of land-based air, weather,
darkness, coastal 1kuing ani dispersion into omall groups near the east
coast of Leyte in such manner that they could quickly concentrate to make
"Tokyo Express" runs. It will be recalled that he had been alerted on
October 17th by C(MTHIIHDFLT to the likelihood of this employment***** and
on the following day had exter1d A"'_ Lad land-based air reconnaissance to

* C.G. 5TH Air Force Dispatch 19165171 October 1914 to CAAF .oOWESPAC,
CG(7THFLT, and AOIC.

*• CMXWESPAC Dispatch 191532 October 19414 to CAAF AOWESPAC, X.G. 5Th
Air Force, info 0(M7THFLT, CcN3RDFLT, C.G. 13Th Air Force.

** CCI(NAVGRPCHINA Dispatch 191729 October 1944 to (X13XDFLT passed for
info to CUM4(0ESPAC, CONTWHFI.T, etc.

***4 Inte. 13genct Summury, Serial No. .45, Headquarters Allied Air Forces•
SOWESPAC Arda, October 15th, 1944, Paragraph 4; GHQ 6OWE3PAC Dispatch
171536 (ctober 1944 to MSOWMSPAC.

*~*** CQCCM3iFLT Dispatch 17(909 October 1944 to C(I45tWESPAC; GHQ SOW•SPAC
Dispatch 170102 October 1944 to (.AAF SO(ksSPAC.
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cover Balabac Strait the night of October 18th - 19th.* Again on October
19th he had been similarly alerted by C0OTHIRDFLT as a result of a contact
report from CTF 71 which stated that a submarine had contacted at 0300
October 18th three large ships, cotrse 035 0(T), in Latitude 0l°-071N,
Longitude U9°-24'E,** and concerning which CCMTHIRDFLT at 1000 October 19th
had sent a dispatch thereon.***

At 0655, with his flagship ualit (TU ?7.1.2-NASHVILLE, ABMER READ and
BUSH), he entered Leyte Gulf behind the amphibious assault forces and
arrived off the northern beaches at 0950 to observe the landing operations.
**** Meanwhile, he noted that CTF 77 (in the WASATCH) had taken station
off the Southern Transport Area to observe the landings on the southern
beaches.*****

Immediately after this (at 0711) he intercepted a dispatch from CTF 77
to CTG 38.1, who was senior commander and OTC of the two task groups
(TG' s 38.1 and 38.4) scheduled to provide pro-landing hour strikes in
support of the Leyte landings, requesting that commander to launch fighter
sweeps against enem airfields in northern Mindanao and the Western Visayas
as necessary to destroy enemy aircraft so as to keep them from opposing
the landings.*+****

At 0805 he received, as an information addressee, a reply from CINCPOA
to COCNAVGRPCHINA relative to the query from C.G. FOURTEENTH Air Force
forwarded by CCKNAVGRPCHINA as to how much longer he would be required to
conduct searches over the northern half of the South China Sea**N*I**
(with his LAB-24's from their bases in eastern China).

In his reply CINCPOA stated that he (a) was unable to estimate the
duration of the searches required, and (b) considered that they should be
maintained until CCI4S(•WESPAC deemed them no longer necessary.********--

In this connection, it will be recalled (from "Operations of C.G.

* C(I4SOW&8PAC Dispatch 180626 October 1944 to CAAF SOCPEJPAC, info
CINCPOA, C(M3RDFLT, CCi47THILT, etc.
CTF 71 Dispatch 172248 October 1944 to all TFC's 3RD and 7TH
Fleets, etc.
C(1F3RDFLT Dispatch 190100 October 1944 to CO.SOWESPAC, CCM7TT*LT,
info CINCPAC, CO4INCH, all TFC's 3RD and 7TH Fleets.
War Diary NASHViLLE, October 20th, 1944.
Action Report WASATCH, Leyte Operation, Serial 0u13, November 6th,
1944.

•** CTF 77 Dispatch 191917 October 1944 to CTG 38.1, info •Xi43RDFLT,
CTF 38, CTG 77.4, etc.

** C(14NAVGHPCHlNA Dispatch 190441 October 1944 to CINUPOA.
S*N CINCP6A Dispatch 1-91930 October 194 to C"NAVGRP}CHi1NA info

COM3.JLFLT, CTF '38, and (OLM5WI3PAC.
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CONSOWESPAC
October 20th

return to the peoples of Lhe Philippines. This he did at 1400 over a
special Army Signal Corps radio hookup.*

At 1355 he made a report to the Chief of Staff War Department, stating
(a) all landings had been made on schedule with extremely light 'losses,
(b) the operation was progressing splendidly in every respect, (c) from a
strategic standpoint the enemy seemed to have been caught unaware,
apparently in anticipation of an attack to the southward, (d) the enemy's
Mindanao, forces were now practically isolated and no longer an immediate
factor in the campaign.**

THE ABOVE OPINION (ITEM (C)), THAT THE JAPANESE HAD APPARENTLY BEEN
EXPECTING AN ATTACK IN THE SOUTHERN PHILIPPINES RATHER THAN IN LEYTE -

SAMAR, WAS ONLY PARTIALLY CORRECT FOR THEY HAD BEEN EXPECTING LANDINGS IN
THE CENTRAL PHILIPPINES AS WELL.*** THIS CONCEPT HAD ORIGINATED AS EARLY AS
SEPTMBER 17TH WHEN THE JAPANESE ESTIMATED THAT, AT AN OPPORTUNE TIME, THE
ALLIES WOULD LAUNCH INVASION OPERATIONS AGAINST STRATEGIC SECTORS OF THE
SOUT'ERN PHILIPPINES AND MIGHT, AT THE SAME TIME, LAUNCH INVASION OPERATIONS
ArAINST STRATEGIC SECTORS OF THE CENTRAL AND NORTHERN PHILIPPINES SHOULD THE
COUNTERACTION BY JAPANESE LAND-BASED AIRCRAFT PRIOR TO INVASION PROVE
INEFFECTIVE.**** IT HAD BEEN FIRMED (A) AS TO TIME, WHEN, ON SEPTIMBER
21sT, IMPERIAL (aNERAL HEADQUARTERS (NAVY SECTION) ESTIMATED THAT THE
ALLIES WOULD ENDEAVOR TO LAND IN THE PHILIPPIW, AREA DURING OR AFTER THE
LAST TEN DAYS OF OCTOBEh AND DIRECTED THAT OPERATIONAL PREPARATIONS FOR SHO
ONE FE CCOMPLETED WITH FIRST PRIORITY,*** (B) AS TO THE LOCAL AREA, WHEN,
ON OCTOBER. 17TH, COPS CC)BINED FLEET A3SLMED THAT THERE WOULD BE A LANDING
IN THE SAMAR - LEYTE AREA***** AND (C) AS TO PLACE, ON OCTOBER 18TH WHEN
THE CONS CCMBINED FLEET ESTIMATED THAT THERE WAS STRONG POSSIBILITY OF A
LANDING IN THE TACLOBAN AREA.*****-*

* Action Report NASHVILLE, Participation in Amphibious 6 perations at
Leyte Gulf, October 20th, 1944, Serial O127, November 1st, 1944.
CCNSOWESPAC Dispatch 200455 October 1944 to CofS War Department,
info GHQ SOWESPAC, CINCPOA.

moo CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 170946 October 1944 to Commander 6TH
Base Air Force, Detailed Action Report 1ST Striking Force, SHO
Operation, October 16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Documont 161641, NA
11839.

N KON Situation Estimate at the Start of the Enemy Invasion of Palau and
Halmahera; Combined Fleet HQ, September 17th, 1944, Army Historical
Division Microfil.2 H5-26, Item B.

*mono Imperial GHQ (Navy Section) Dispatch 220929 September 1944 to CinC
Combined Fleet (Imperial GHQ (Navy Section) Directive No. 462),
September 2-1st, 194L, WiC Document 216769 (Microfilm).

****** Cofn Combined Fleet Dispatch 171201 October 1944 to Commander Mobile
Force, 1ST Striking Force,'ietc., Detailed Action Report HYUGA, SHO
Operation, October 2Oth -- 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161006, NA 12604.

**•****4 ofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 18-110 October 1944 to CsofS IST and
2ND Striking Forces, 5TH and 6TH Base Air Forces, SW Area Force,
Mobile Force, etc., Detailed Action Report 1ST Striking Force, 5HO
Operation, October 16th - 28th, 194,4, WDC Docizuent 161641, NA 11839.
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C04SOWNSPAC
* IE AOctober 20th

MEANWHILE, THE JAPANESE ARKY, AS POINTED OUT UNDER "OPERATIONS OF CTF
77, OCTOBER 2.)T11, HAD BEEN MAKING PREPARATIONS FOR THE GRWIND DEFENSE OF
LEYTE SINCE APRIL 1944 AND HAD DETERMINED THAT THIS DEFENSE (A) WOULD BE,
IN GENERAL, "DEFENSE IN DEPTH" WITH ONLY LIMITED DEFENSE' ON THE REACHES AND
(B) WOULD BE CONDUCTED WITH (1) THE LOCAL GROUND FORCES (SIXTNTH DIVISION),
AND (2) THOSE LINITED GROUWD FORCES WHICH MIGHT BE FERRIED TO LEYTE FMC!M
THE NEIGHBORING ISLANDS. THERE WAS NO PLAN TO DEFEND LEYTE TO THE UTMOST
WITH GROUND TROOPS. THIS WAS RESERVED FOR LUZON. IT WAS FOR THIS REASON,
AND FOR THE ADDITIONAL REASON THAT JAPANESE LAND-BASED AIR POWER IN THE
PHILIPPINES WAS VERY WEAK, THAT ALLIED TROOPS WERE ABLE TO LAND ON SCHEDULE
WITH EnMELY LIGHT LOSSES. THEREFORE, ALTHOUGH IT IS CLEAR THAT THE ENEMY
HAD BEEN CAUGHT STRATEGICALLY UNPREPARED, IT IS DOUBTFUL IF THEY WERE CAUGHT
STRATEGICALLY UNAWARE,

At 1419 he announced that, as of noon, his Advance Headquarters had been
established at Leyte and that his General Headquarters and Rear Echelon
Headquarters remained at Hollandia and Brisbane respect 'vely.*

At 1600, with his observing party, he returned to the NASHVILLE which
then, with the BUSH and ABNER READ as escorts, got underway in company with
the WASATCH, AMMEN and MULLANY and retired for the night to the eastern
portion of Leyte Gulf in the area generally west and southwest of Homonhon
Island.**

Upon his return aboard he looked over the dispatches which had been
received during his absence ashore and learned among other things that (a)
at 1333 a dispatch had been received from COKNAVGRPCHINA that the FOURTEENTH
Air Force would continue the searches over the South China Sea then underway
and would not discontinue them until so directed by him.*** This was
gratifying, for as pointed out elsewhere, the discontinuance of these
searches would have been a heavy 'blow to Allied intelligence since, except
for a few submarines positioned in the area, the Allies had no other direct
information source concerning Japanese operations, and (b) at 1415, as an
information addressee, a dispatch had been received from C(XTHIRDFLT that,
in accordance with a request initiated by CTF 77 at 0_21, TF 38 would strike
the western Visayas on D+÷ day from the vicinity of San Bernardino Strait
with two fast carrier groups in order to keep eneW airfields in that area
neutralized; the other two TF 38 task groups would retire from the objective
area at about 1700 D-day so as to fuel D*l day.****

At 1630 he received word that the HONOLULU, while operating off the

* GHQ St0WESPAC Dispatch 200519 October 1944 to all SOWESPAC Comnders,
CCOK3RDFLT, etc.

11* War Diary NASHVILLE, October 2Dth, 1944.
S*M* CCMNAVGRPCHINA Dispatch 200356 October 1944 to COKSOW&SPAC, info

CINCPOA, COM3RDFLT.
**N* e 3COMRDFL'r Dispatch 200314 October 1944 to CTF 77, info COMSOWESPAC,

CINCPAC, all TFC's 3RD and 7TH Fleets.
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southern beachheM, h'.d been torpedoed by an enemy plae.*

At 1740 hm advised CMINCH as to the progress of the operations in the
Leyte Area based on reporta he had received throughout the day, stating,
among other things, (a) the landing on Leyte had been most successfuL, (b)
all operations were proceedirg on schedule with very light losses, (c) 186
mines had been swept, (d) heavy enemy mortar fire had been encountered and
(e) no heavy enemy shore artillery had been located.**

At 1949 he received an amplifying dispatch frro CI4THIRDfLT reporting
further minor successes on October 18th against coastal shipping, aircraft
and runways at Aparri arid barracks and fuel dimps at Laoag.***

During the night he received from CTF 77 a detailed amplifying report
concerning the situation at the landing beaches as of 1400. This report
(quoted in full under "Operations of CTF 77, October 20th") was, in general,
most favorable and indicated that all operations were progressing
satisfactorily.

Plate II is an intelligence estimate prepared by CCMS4MESPAC's head-
quarters at Hollandia. It seem unlikely that this plate was available to
CCESOWESPAC in the NASHVILLE at Leyte at this time although some of the
information contained therein may have arrived by dispatch. This estimate
is of particular interest in that it (a) visualizes a concentration of all
major umits in the South China Sea (which concentration did not eventuate),
(b) rejects any concept of enemy action by fleet units through the
Philippines (the one development which materialized), and (c) accepts an
enemy capability of fleet action through Luzon Strait against Allied
amphibious forces, although such acceptance is distinctly qualified.

(1) Operations of CCI4SkVENTHFLT, October 20th.

CCKSEVENTHFLT took no unusual action this day as C04SEVTHFLT nor
in his capacity as CAN? S(MESPAC insofar as the Leyte operation was concerned.
His deputy comaander continued administrative control from his headquartere
at Hollandia while he |ims*•3, as CWSEVENTHFLT, continued operational
control of SOWESPAC naval forces associated with the Leyte operation from
the WASATCH.

* War Diary NASHVILLE, October 20th, 1944.
* •iSCESPAC Dispatch 200840 October 1944 to CCKINCH, info ONO, CINCPAG

and Ir.4OOPAC.
S' COJ3RDFLT Dispatch 200843 October 1944 to CCMSOWESPAC and CINCPAU,

info CCINCH, CC(7THFLT, etc.
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ENEMY CAPABILITIES

NAVAL REACTION

ALLIED LANDINGS IN THE PHILIPPINES
rjswuOCTOBER 20th. 1944

Prepared by General Staff, Gamer. tlbadquotmf,
Southwest Pacific Arrp

PT Boats: Enemy navel reaction to Allied landings
in the Phi llppines duringetheits phase of this4
operation will probat0ij be oonflinted to night harass-

moxw ting attacks by PT 51ioats from Visayan bases. There
Rohl"a reestimated to be approximately 100 PT type craft

in the Central Philippin,ý areii,

FLEET UNITS: Cumulative intel9 ligence, derived
principally from orders to fleet t ankers srongly
intimates that m'ajor fleet units are preparingtc
sortie in both the Empire-Formosa and Sing anore-
Brunei areas. As neither group as presently
constituted is a balanced striking force, IT is
anticipated that these forces wuld join before
attemptingany attack. The saf est and most obvious
place for uch a rendezvous is the western South

P A C I r C China Sea. From here an attacK against Allied
amphibious forces miht be launched from the south
through the Celebs S aea, thr'ough the Central
Philippines, or araund the north through the Luzon

0 C E A N Strait.

The first of these alternatives is unattract-
E ive to the enemy because of the threat of Alliod air

'euau power based on Palau and Morotai, and because of the
difficulty in effecting an undetected withdrawal. A
sortie through the Central Philippines by eithier the
Visayan or Mindanao Seas (aithough accomplished priorlo
to the battle of the Eastern Philipriines) is
regarded as impractical because of the navi gational

* hazards and the lack of maneuivering space which is
vitally important when opposing a frmidable concen-

PhfL. tration of carrier-based aircraft. The only
remainiing alternative is a strike against our north
flank through Luzon Strait. This course of action
would provige the requisite maneuvering areas and
the possibility of escape to the north.

Af Whether the enemy will attempt to oppose our
landing with a fleet attack against a force which

A includes more capital ships in all classes than he
possesses, depends upon him evaluation of the import-
ance of our Phi lippine encroiichimdnt and his future

AD4AWhE, plans for the emnloyment of his r-apidly diminishing
A~h~A~A ~ naval strength.

If he does not elect to oppose our surface
Vessels in direct combat the soie rem~aining capabi I-

oft n~-emy'r. use o1 his rnoval frei h
NEW ciuINEA lanhn of carrier .zircr-ft from ships operating

irwest of the Philippines, possibly akir-: 7.- 2'e
~i. Ithrough any bases in the islands which may stllU "a

* /ia~meau 6 ' . serviceable. LTB*]
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CTF 77
R October 20th

(a) Operations of C? 77 (Central Philippines Attack Force).

At the s"art of the day CIT 77, in WASATCH, bearing U18(T),
distant thirty miles from the entrance, was approaching Leyte Gulf in
company with CTF 79 and Transport Groups ABLE and BAKER of TF 79. By this
time TF 79' t Landing Craft Movemunt Group (cou osed of Tractor Groups ABLE
and BAKER) had just about completed its entry through Area SWEEP with TF 78
following about ten Ales astern. CT? 77 could see that the approach and
entry of his forces was thus far proceeding accor tig to schedule without
incident despite the predicted strong adverse currents and the difficuiAiez
In clei-rirZ. the enemy m=nefie!i at the entrfnce t .i ttx V¢--

At 0417 he requested CTG 38.1, the OTC of the two groups (TG's
38.1 and 38.4) scheduled to provide air support to the D-day laruings, to
(a) make fighter sweeps of the airfields in Mindanao north of Latitude
08-o451V and the western Viaayas as necessary to destroy enemy aircraft so
as to keep them from opposing the landings, and (b) caution them that U.S.
Army planes might be striking the same area.*

At 0418 he received a contact report from CUNAVGRPCHINA on
five large uridentified ships in Latitude 18 0 -42tN, Longitude 113 0 -151E,
course East, speed thirteen knoas** (Contact 3).

At 0420 he received from his headquarters at Hallandia a weather
forecast for the Philippiue area which predicted generally favorable weather
for the D-day landings.***

At 0421, he advised CCMTHIRDFLT that present orders indi7:ated
that no fast carrier groups would be available to supporm operations 4ter
D-day and, in view of this fact, he requested that one group be retained at
the objective area until the situation clarified and to be prepared against
air attacks after D-day by keeping the western Visayan airfields
neutralized.*** The phrase "until the situation cla'-ified" probablyJ referred to the developments in the South China Sea.

THiS REQUEST BY C= 77 WAS APPROPRIATE SINCE THE AIR PLAN IN HIS
BASIC OPERATION ORDER FOR KING II STATED THAT (A) SUBSEQUENT TO D-DAY TF 38
WOULD OPERAI"E IN STRATEGIC SUPPORT OF THE OPERATION, EFFECTING AIR STRIKES
AS THE SITUATION THEN REQUIRED, AND (B) CiMSOWESPAC OR CL7MSEVENTHFLT WOULD
REQUEST FAST CARI STRIKES AT THAT TIKE IF NECESSITATED BY THE EXISTING
SITUATION, AND CCKTHIMFLT WOULD COMPLY OR IMMEDIAT&LY REPORT HIS

INABILITY.

* CTF 77 Dispatch 19191.7 October 1944 to CTG -18,1, info C(143RDFLT, CTF

38, CTG 77.4, C.G. 5TH Air Force, etc.
(XKMINV(CRPCHINA Dispatch 191716 October 1944 to CINCPAC, info CCMSUBPAC.

*** CCO47TRFLT Dispatch 191559 October 194.4 to all TFC' s 3RDFLT.
**** CTF 77 Dispatch 191921 October 1944 to CCM3RDFLT, info CTM' s 38, 78,

79, etc.
-*- CANF SOWESPAC Operation Plan No. 13-44, Serial 00022A, September 26th,

1944, paragraph l(a), Annex "G" and paragraph l(a), Appqrnix 6 to
Annex "G".



CrF T7
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At 0425 he entered Leyte Gulf.* On arrival he automatically
relieved CTG 77.2 as OTC and assumed control of all naval operations in the
objective area in accordance with the basic plan. This included the
functions of Force Fighter Director and Commander Support Aircraft. It seems
appropriate, at this point, to digress somewhat to describe briefly the air
defense and air support systems employed in KING II.

GC? 77, as OTC, exercised control and coordination of all Allied

air operations in the objective area through his Conmmander Support Aircraft
Central Philippines (CSACP) in the WASATCH. These operations included the
target combat air patrol (TCAP), target antisubmarine patrol (TASP), direct
air support, air - sea rescue and other miscellaneous special missions such
as spotting, observer and photographic flights. CSACP exercised direct
operetional control of TASP, air - sea rescue operations, air dtlivery and
itinerant aircraft entering the objective area. He exercised control of the
TCAP in defense of the objective area through the agency of the Force
Fighter Director, also aboard the WASATCH. He delegated control of direct
air support operations respectively to (a) CTF 78, (b) CTF 79, and (c) CTG
78.3, each of whom exercised this function through his respective CSA.**

CTF 79 CRITICIZED THE ABOVE ORGANIZATION ON THE GROUNDS THAT,
WITH THE CONSIDERABLE CRGRAPHIC SEPARATION OF THE ATTACK FORCES AT LEYTE,
THE CCWPLETE RETENTION OF CONTROL OF THE TCAP BY THE OTC DID NOT GIVE
MAXIMUM FleXIBILITY TO THE FIGHTER DIRECTOR SYSTEM. HE FELT THAT EACH
ATTACK FORCE C(HKANDER SHOULD HAVE BEEN ASSIGNED ZONES OF RESPONSIBILITY
AND, AS THE OCCASION REQUIRED, ASSIGNED FIGHTERS UNDER HIS IMMEDIATE CONTROL
TO COVER THESE ZONES, ESPECIALLY IN LAND-LOCKED WATERS SUCH AS LEYTE GULF,
WITH THE ATTENDANT POOR RADAR COVERAGE AND INCREASED VULNERABILITY TO
LOW-FLYING AIRCRAFT APPROACHING OM LAND.***

COMMAND&R AIR 3UIPORT CONTROL UNITS (CASCU) DID NOT AGREE WITH
THIS CRITICIS14 AND POINTED OUT THAT (A) (1) IN THIS PARTICULAR CASE, SINCE
TF 78 AND TF 79 WERE SEPARATED BY BUT TEN MILES, IT WAS SIMPLER TO MAINTAIN
THE CONTROL OF THE TOAP BY THE OTC, AND (2) IN THE CASE OF THE PANAON GROUP,
WHICH WAS FORTY-FIVE MILES TO THE SOUTH, A SEPARATE TCAP HAD BEEN PROVIDED,
(B) BECAUSE OF THE CLOSENESS OF THE TWO ATTACK FORCES, THE CENTRAL CONTROL,
IN THIS CASE, TENDED TO MAKE THE FIGHTER DIFECTOR SYSTEM MORE EFFECTIVE ANP
FLEXIBLE SINCE THE FORCE F'IGHTER DIRECTOR WAS ABLE (1) TO PLOT AND FILTER
ALL RADAR INFOR4ATION AS IT WAS RECEIVED, AND (2) IMMEDIATELY TO PLACE
ELE4ENTS OF THE CAP IN A POSITION TO INTERCEPT A RAID, AND (C) IF AREAS OF
RESPONSIBILITY HAD BEEN ASSIGNED TO THE VARIOUS ATTACK FORCE COI4MANDERS,
VALUABLE TIME WOULD HAVE BEEN EXPENDED IN DECIDING WHqICH ZONE AN ENEMY RAID

* Action Report WASATCH, Leyte Operation, Serial 0013, November 6i7,
1944.

** CANF SOWESPAC Operation Plan No. 13-44, Serial 00022A, September 26th,
1944, Annex G, Appendix 1.

*** CR43fRDPHIBFCR (CTv 79) Recomuendations for Improvement of Future
Operations, Serial 00317, November 11th, 1944.
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October 20th

WOULD FINALLY ENTER.*

IT I BELIEVED THAT CASCU WAS JUSTIFIED IN HIS NOW-CONCURRENCE
WITH CTF 79'S CRITICIS4S FOR THE REASONS GIVEN. HOWEVER, CTF 79'S
CRITICISIS WERE NOT ENTIRELY INCORRECT. CERTAINLY, UNDER THE CONDITIONS
EXISTING IN LEYTE GULF-LAND-LOCKED WTFH POOR RADAR COVERA(G-OCCASIONS
AR0SE WHEN THE AIR DEFENSE WOULD HAVE BEEN MORE EFFECTIVE HAD BOTH CTF' S 78
AND 79 HAD CERTAIN FIGHTFRS UNDER THEIR IMMEPIATE CONTROL WHICH THEY COULD
VECTOR OUT VISUALLY. IT IS LIKELY THAT ONE OR MORE OF THESE OCCASIONS
PROMPTED CTF 79 TO CRITICIZE.

THE CONCEPTS PRESENTED ABOVE IN CASCU' S C• 3ENTS ARE THE SAME
AS THOSE INCORPORATED IN TODAY'S DOCTRINE (1957) WHICH PROVIDES THAT "ALL
AIRCRAFT WITHIN THE OBJECTIVE AREA OF AN AMPHIBIOUS OPERATION MUST BE UNDER
CENTRALIZED CONTROL".**

At 0427 CTF 77 received a most favorable report £rom CTG 77.2
(quoted in full under "Operations of CTG 77.2, October 20th") concerning
the progress of operations October 19th, which showed that the advance
operations, all in all, had been highly successful.***

At 0430 he requested CTG 38.1 to provide a dusk patrol of eight
V1F over the objective area from 1730 until 1900 on D and D*I days and
thereafter as practicable.****

While a dusk CAP was provided in CTG 77.4's operation plan, it
is believed that CIT 77 felt that, since the above operation plan also called
for the CAP to depart station at 1820,**U-U this was toe early to provide
adequate defense at this critical pb.-'._' ý22 'nd of evening twilight was
not until 1930). He be-sod this request on the fact that• (a) on Oct.-•-. lov~n,
he had found it necessary to refuse CTG 77.4's request on October 16th to

enter Leyte Gulf on D-day with two carriers in order to increase early
morning and sunset coverage over the objctive area,*-** (b) he now

realised that he must have air cover later than 1820, (c) if he did not
obtain this from TF 380 the planes of his 'eacort carriers would be forced

* Commander Air Support Control Units, Amphibious Forces, U.3. Pacific
fleet, Reports of Air Support Control Units Operations, Palau, Leyte
and Lingayen, with couents by Commander kir Support Control Units,
Amphibious Forces, U.S. Pacific ?leet, Serial 0034, April 18th, 1945.
Amphibtoum Operations (NWP 22), Department :f the Navy, Office of the
Chief of Naval Oprrations, December 1952 (Change No. i), Paragraph
731.
CTG 77.2 Dispatch 191544 October 1944 to CTF 77, info GTE's 78, 79,
.. G. 6TH Army,,

j ***• CT? 77 Dispatch 1919)') october 1944 to CTC 38.1, info WC3HDFLT, CTG
77.4, etc.

Nfl-fl OTM 77.4 Operation Plan No. 2-"4, Serial 00X)75, October 5th, 1944,
Annex D, Paragraphs D.l.(d) and 16(a).

= • T CG 77.4 Dispatch 152103 October 194*., to CTF 77.



-CTF 77

SCCIDENTýAL October 20th

into n t landing operations for which they had had little or no training,*
and (d) he felt justified in making this request because he realized that
these dusk CAP' s would likely be. forced to make night landings and he knew
that the basic plan stated, that, if practicable, night fighter cover would
be provided over the objective area by THIRDFLT fast carriers commencing D-3
Iay and continuing as long as a carrier with night fighters could be made
available.*

Why he addreased CTG 38.1 is not clear but it beems probable
that since on October 6th he had been advised by CGMTHIRDFLT that if he
required night fighters prior to and on D-day he was t3 request this service
from CTG 38.1,M** he apparently considered that this advice from C(MTHIRDFLT
applied to duk fighters as well.

At about 0653 he received a dispatch from C(MNAVGRPCHINA wherein
that commander stated that (a) the FOURTEENTH Air Force search planes then in
the air over the South China Sea were making their coverage 200 miles short,
and (b) the next flight scheduled for daylight October 20th had been
cancelled due to a temporary shortage of fuel.**** This situation aroused
his concern because it left him at a vital time (D-day) with no means, other
than thrr agh chance sightings by Allied submarines widely dispersed in the
South Ch.na Sea (Diagram B), for obtaining information not only of the two
3nomy naval task forcea reported October 19th-i.e., (a) the force consisting
of one :arrier, two cruisers, and three destroyers (reported composition
erroneaus) off Hainan island,***HI and (b) the force of four cruisers and
t1ve destroyers (SECOND Striking Force) off northern Formosa heading into
the South China Sea*-*W*--but of other forces as %ell which could be
expeced to be in the area.

ALTHOUGH HIS INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION, AS LATE AS OCTOBER
16TH,***.6 LED HIM TO BELIEVE THAT THE JAPANESE FLEEr WAS DEPLOYED WITH
ITS CARRIERS CONCENTRATED IN THE EMPIRE AND WITH THE BULK OF ITS BATTLESHIPS
AND HEAVY CRUISERS APPARENTLY TN THE SOUTU CHINA SEA (WHICH WAS CORRECT
FOP, OCTOBER 16TH ALTHOUGH THE LATTFR SHIPS WERE ACTUALLY AT LINGGA - I
SINGAPORE), IT IS CLEAR ThAT HE STrLL DID NOT BELIEVE THAT ANY MAJOR

SAction Report CTG 77.4, Leyte Operations, October 12th - 29th, 1944,
Serial 00120, November 15th, 1944.

SCANF SOWESPAC Operation Plan No. 13-44, Serial 00022A, September
26th, 1944, Annex G, Appendix 1, Paragraph 3.
SC(]3SRDFLT Dispatch 060418 October 1944 to C(A47THFLT, info
CG!SOWESPAC, CTF 38, CTG's 38.1 and 38.2, INIDEPENDENCE.

*11 X(UNAVGRPCHINA Dispatch 191729 October 19g44 to CCK3RDFLT passed
for info to COMS(IESPAC, CCM7THFLT, etc.

S** CINCPAC Dispatch 190726 October 1944 to CGM3RDFLT, CCX7HFLT,
CI4SOWE&SPAC, etc. (He-encypherment of CCKNAVGR.PCHINA Dispatch
390558 October 1944).

N* TUIGGIY Dispatch 190715 October 1944 to CCKSSUBPAC, info CCN3RDFYiT.
***ft* C7THF1.T Dispatch 160611 Octobtr 194 to 31R) and 7TH Fleets,

Info CINCPAC.
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ELEKENTS OF THE ENEM! FLEET WOULD BE INVC(LVED IN OPPOSXTION TO KING II*
SINCE HE HAD MADE NO CHANGE IN HIS BASIC ESTIMATE IN THIS REGARD. ALSO,
IN HIS INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATE OF OCTOBER 16TH, HE HAD STATED THAT HE DID
NOT EXPECT ANY END(Y ATTACKS FRC( CARRIER-BASED AIRCRAFT. HOW, T:EN,
FROK A NAVAL STANDPOINT, DID HE THINK THAT THE ENhfY WOULD REACT TO KING II?
IT SE3 CORRECT TO SAY THAT HE ESTIMATED THAT THE EXTENT OF JAPANESE
OPPOSITION ON THE SEA TO KING II WOULD BE LIMITED TO EITHER (A) STRIKING
AILIED SUPPLY LINES WITH A FAST TASK FORCE, TAKING FULL ADVANTAGE OF DARKNESS,
SURPRISE AND LAND-BASED AIR OR (B) ATTEPTING COTUELANDINCS VIA "TCKYO
EXPRESS" OWERATIONS TO YZINFORCE THE GARRISON FORCES ON LEYTE. HE HAD CITED
THS FORMER CONCEPT IN HIS BASIC OPERATION PLAN* AND THE LATTER IS DERIVED
FRCM HIS REVISED INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATE OF OCTOBER 16TH** WHEREIN HL STATED
THAT LARGE CONCENTRATIONS OF ENIMT TROOPS O0 CEBU INDICATED A POSSIBILITY
THAT THEY MIGHT HE USED TO REINFORCE LETIE. HE HAD BM SUPPORTED IN THIS
VI BY OCHTHIRDFLT, WHO, ON OCTOBER 17TH AND AGAIN ON OCTOBER 19THj HAD
STATED THAT THE ENfY MIGHT EMPLOY "TOKYO EXPRESS"*** METHODS TO REINFORCE
THE LEMTE GARRISON. CONSEQUENTLY, HE LIKELY HELIEVED TH..T 1•MI TWO ENEKY
TASK FORCES SIGHTED OCTOBR 19TH MIGHT BE EN ROUTE TO LEYTE, TO BE EMPLOYED
AS ABOVE. BUT HOW COULD HE KEEP HIMSELF ADVISED OF THEIR MOVEMENTS AT SUCH
A CRUCIAL TIME WITHOUT THE CHINA-BASED LONG RANGE SEARCHES? OF COURSE,
TkRME WERE AIR SEARCHES FROM MOROTAI BUT THEY DID NOT COVER TOO MUCH OF THE
SOUTH CHINA SEA. (DIAG• B).

At 0943 he arrived off the Southern Tr •nsport Area and at 1130
off the Northern Transport Area. In each area he ( •served the progress of
the landings from aboard his flagship.N*NH

About this time he received word that the landing by CTF' s 78
and 79 had been highly successful, with limiter opposit:Lon and few
csualties. Lest it be imagined that this was lue entirely to the
effectiveness of the Allied preliminary air * gunfire bombardments, as
was indicated by CTG 77.2***** and by C.G,. SLL.: Ary,* 1**** it saems proper,
at this point, to digress long enough to discuss Japanese army plans for

* CADF SWPA Operation Plan No. 13-44, 3erial 00022A, September 26th,
1944.

S** CO7THYLT Dispatch 160611 October 1944 to 3RD and 7TH Floets,
info CINCPAC.
S OO3RDFLT Dispatches 170909 and 190100 October 194 to CSCS0WESPAC
and COO7THFLT.

* Action Report WASATCH, Leyte OCpration, Serial 0013, November 6th,
1944.

***"* Action Report CTG 77.2 (COOCRJDIV 4), Boubardnent and Capture of
Leyte Island, October 16th - 24th, 1944, Serial 00147, November
5th, 1944.

~'*•** 6TH U.S. Army, Report of the Leyte Operation, October 17th -

December 25th, 1944, Part VI, Section B.1., Page 34.
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the 7round defense of Leyte, and Japanese air power in the Philippines.

(a) Japanese &M plans provided for the defense of Leyte by
"defense 1n depth" with the main battle being fought away from the beaches.
This iw the Y.wult of Japanese studies of Pacific campaigns wherein
Imperial General Headquarters (Army Section) had decided that beach defenses
could not withatand naval. bombardment and, therefore, bad instructed the
army to establish "defense in depth".* However, C.G. T.IRTY-FIFTH Army""
who was charged with the defense of the Vi1ayan Islands, decided that some
troops should remin (in the beach area) to resist the American landings*
and made pracision accordingly for both "defenae in depth" and "beach
defense".

This brings forth the thought that the qaestion of the beach
defense tactics which an enemy might employ is one which must be carefully
considered by the camanders responsibli for the success of the landing
operations. This is so since the decision therean will have a controllig
effect on the character of the preliminary bombardments and on the scheme
of maneuror,

As a result of these decisions and because C.G. SIXTENH
Division (this divi ion ws composed of most of the army troops 1o Leyte)
had decided in Apr:U that if the Anericans landed on Leyte they would land
in the Dulag area, this area was given priority as the first line of defense.
The second line of defense was betreen Dulag and Dagami; the third in ths
vicinity of Dagaad.* At the time of the Allied landings the first line of
defense was practically completed*** and was manned by the TWENTIETH
Infantry Rogiment (less one battalion), elements of the TWENTY-SECOND Field
Artillery Regiment; the FIFTY-FOURTH Air Field Company and the SEVENTH
Independent Tank Company. The XINTH Infantry Uegizent (lose one battalion)
ws in the Catmon Hill - Tanauan District.

Although C.G. SIXTEENTH Division dY..i iwt include Tacloban with
either the first, second or third linms of defense, no decidedA in
accordance with the concept of limited defense of the beaches, to station in
the Tacloban aree the larger part of the THIRTY-THIRD Infantry Regiment which
had arrived from Luson in aid-September and which was less adequately trmined
then the other regiments.*

AT TME TINE OF THE LANDING MOST OW THE TROOPS AT DULAG AND
TACLOBAN WERE NOT IN THEIR DEPUSE POSITIONS. INSTFAD, DURING THE NAVAL AN
AIR 80"ARMeAM WHICH TOCK PLACE DIMMEIATELY PRIOR TO THE LANDING, TaEY HAD
WITHDRAWN TO SAFER POSITIONS UyIL THESE 0B RM4 S HAD 0NDE, AT WHICH

* True Facts of the Leyte Operation, prepared by Major General Yoshiharu
Tomachik&, ax-IJA, Japanese Studies in World War II, Spt-cial Staff,
U.S. Anry, Historical Division File 8-5, SS-14, 786/2-14.

S** Lieuterant General Sosaku Susuki, IJA.
JF 35TH Aray Operations, 1944-1945, Japanese Studiies in World War I1,

Special Staff, U.S. Army, Historical Division File 8-5, JS-ll,
851/1-11.
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TIME TllY PLANMW TO REGROUP AND E¶TRN TO THEIR DEFENSE POSITIORS BEME
THE AMRICAM aROOPS HAD BSCUiED MOST OF TIE COASTAL D•EENSNS. H(EVIER,
01IAM TO THE SHD OF THE ALLIED LANDIMG AFTER THE PREIJMINART BIBARN4EN3T,
THEY X UABLE TO DO THIS.* AS A COWAQUENCE, =E ALLIES EXCOUNTERE
ONLY LWTV OPPOSITION IN THE EFACH AREAS. IN THIS CIMECTION THE AXERICAN
TWM,, ON SNIZIN HI=L 522 NEAR PALO AT ABOUT DUK, OBSERVED JAPANESE TROOPS
N W UP Til M APS TO XE-OCCUPY S(OE POSITIONS VACATED DURING THE
DCKBAR ITS. TAE JAPANISE W•M, OF COURSE, FAR TOO LATE.**

(b) Japanese air powor at this time in the Philippines was very weak,
as is discuseed under "Operations of CovinAzver FIFTH Base Air For.e" and
"Operations of C.G. FOURTH Air ArMy" for this day.

IN SUBSTANCE, THE FIFTH BASE AIR FORCE HAD ONLY FORTY OPERATIONAL
AIRCRAFT; THE FRTH AIR AM OMY FIFTY-FIVE, FOR L GRAND TOTAL OF NINMET-
FIVE OPERATIONAL A•fRCRP OF MARY TYPES. THESE PLANES WNE NOT CONCEVTRATKD
IX 00 AREA BUT WERE SPREAD FROM LUZON TO MINDANAO. THEY W EDPLOOED IN
SFP(ADIC AIR ATTACKS AGAINST THE ALLIED IWVASION FORC3S IN THE LHtT AREA-
THE ARGEST STRIKE CONSISTING OF BUT TV.M PLANES WHICH MADE PIRC26AL
ATTACKS.

TO COUNTER THLE9 PLANES THE ALLIES HAD APPROX"ATHLY 471 AIRCRAFT
IN THE SIXTErN CARRIERS OFF LEYTE AT THIS TDIM.

Now to return to the operations of the day!

At 1240 he received information from a support air observer that
the Tacloban airfield had been captured and that bulldozers were working
on It.1***

At 1333 ib an information addressee he received a contact report
on a seabmarine sighted at 2340 the previous evening about four miles NW of
Rift Island "HAN '(west of Halmahera) (Contact 4).

At 1401, in response to a report from CTG 77,5 that both his DMS
and IMS type mineaweepers were getting low on fuel, ý.e directed CTF' s 78 and
79 to fuel these vessels as soon as practicablc- from ships present in Leyte
Gulf

* True Fatts of the Ley-te Operation, prepared by Major Gme'al Ioshiharu
Tomchika, ex-IJA, Japanese Studies in World War Ii, peclal Staf C,
U.S. Army, Hietu-riAl Division File 8-5, SS-14, 786;/-14.

** 6TH U.3. Army, Report of the Leyte Operations, October W)th - December
25th, 1944, undated.

* Action Report CTG 78.2, Leyte Operati-ti, Serial 0065, Novomber
2Mth, 1944.

* CTU 70.2,1 Dimpatch 200202 October 1944 to CTG 70.2, CCO7TITLT, info
CTP 77.

.**'. CrF 77 Dispatch "00501 October 1944 to CTF1 9 1 79, 4,1fo CTG
77. 5.
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At 1415 he received an answer fro&a COCTHIDFLT to the request he
had made earlier that mornirg for the retention of one fast earrier group at
the obiective area after D-day. CaKTHIRDFLT stated that (a) at 1700 October
2CDth he me' retire TG's 38.1 and 38.4, which were lotr on bomb., in order to
fuel them on the 21st, and (b) TG's 38.2 and 38.3s then operating in
strategic support in the vicinity of Latitude 15o-OOIN, Longitude 1270-W13j,
would strike the Visay" on Dl frm the vicinity of San Bernardino Strait
unless a change in the strategic situation prevented in whioh "se he would
notify CTF 77,* Although CWHIRDFILT, in his reply, reforred to the dispatch
request from CTF 77 to CTG 38.1 for a dusk CAP at the objective area, he
failed to make any mention of it whatsoever.

This failure to take action on the dusk CAP request beyond citing
it a6 a reference must have caused CTF 7? some concern , for unless CTG 38.1
decided to provide the CAP, notwithstanding CCITHIRDLT's intent to coence
retiring TG', 38.1 and 38.4 about 1700 preparatory to replenishment, CTF 77
would have to rely on his escort carriers for this task, which as pointed out
earlier, were not normally trained for night landings. Doubtless, the
question in his mind was "will the escort carriers I-- able to handle night
l&ndings if forced to do so by the exigencies of tt ituation?"

CT? 77 COULD NOT BE BLAMED IF, AT THIS TIME, HE FELT THE NEED
FOR A MUTUAL SUPERIOR IN THE aESTiaN PACIFIC AUTHORIZED TO COORDINATE THE
ACTIVITIES OF ALL UNITS ENGAGED IN KING II.

At about 1449 he received, from CMSOWESPAC, an announcement
that, as of noon, his Advance Headquarters had been established at Leyte
and that his General Headquarters and Rear Echelon Headquarters remained,
respectively, at Hollandia and Brisbane.**

At 1558, likely being alerted over the TBS voice radio to an
enemy torpedo plane*** in the vicinity, he obeervred, sowe ten miles to the
south, the AA firing of ships in the Southern Transport Area.*4** At 1602
he may have observed an explosion of a ship in this same area, but, whether
tw did or not, he soon learned that the HONOLULU had been torpedoed by an
evemy plane which had approached from over Leyte and had been undetected
until its final low approach.*** Although some of the firing ships claimed
hits on this plane, it escaped and landed safely 4t Cebu base, where it
reported having torpedoed a transport.*

CCO3RDFLT Dispatch 200314 October 1944 to CTF 77, info all TIC' s and
TOC's 3RD and 7TH Fleets.

SGHQ SCWESPAC Dispatch 2)0519 Octobe"- 1944 to all major .jCMKSPAC
ccwmnds, COW3RJ0FLT, etc.

'* Deck Log )OKLULLU, October 2Dth, 1944.
5*5 Action Report WASATCH, Leyte Operations, Serial 0013, Novembet 6th,

1944.
SDot-oiled Action Report. No. J, 253HD Attach Unit (34LST Air Group),

October a)th - -November 13th, 1944, WDC Doomment 160354, NA 12378.
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At 1647 he received a contact report on two destroyers at 0940
in Latitude 03'-15$N, Longitude IJo0-10'E on course 080°(T)* (Contact 5).

At 1655 he sent a progress report to COMSOWESPAC. He stated,
among other things, that (a) the Leyte operation was proceeding according
to schedule, (b) Allied troops had landed at Panaon Strait at 0930 without
opposition, (c) landings had been made on schedule at 1000 on t~he southern
and northern beaches, following heavy air and ship bombardment, with only
minor evney opposition at the beachheads and that the troops were moving
inland against moderate opposition, (d) LST1s and other landing craft had r
received some damage from enemy mortar fire on the beaches although
casualties appeared to be 1l-ht, (e) only four enemy planes had beenreported in the area with nc uttacks pressed home until 1620 (actually,

1602), at which time what appeared to have been a single plane had torpedoed
the HONQLULU, extent of damage as yet undetermined.**

In regard to item (e) abo-re, there had actually been a total of
six enemy aircraft sighted over the objective area by this time and, in
addition to the attack on the HONOLULU, an army-type fighter had scored
a direct bomb hit at 0607 on the PR,.ERVER (ARS), which had been standing
by the disabled 1OSS oft the western tip of Homonhton Island to conduct
salvage operations. The nature of enemy air activity in the vicinity of the
objective area this day is discussed in detail under the "Operations of CTG
77.4 (Escort Carrier Group), October 20th".

At 1730, with his flagship unit TU 77.1.1 (WASATCH AMMEN and
KULLMANY), he proceeded to clear the transport areaANN and, before dark,
joined with the flagship unit of COMSOCWPAC TU 77.1.2 (NASHVILLE, ABNER PRFAD
and BUSH). He then retired for the night in the eastern portion of Leyte
Gulf. The heavy ships were in colunn and the destroyers formed a special
antiaircraft screen.*M*

At 1753 he received from C()4CRUDIV NIKE a preliminary report of
damage to his flagship (HONOLULU) from the enemy aerial torpedo attack
stating that (a) the midships forward handling room had been hit, (b) the
forward fireroom was partially flooded, (c) pumping and counterflooding was
in progress, (d) there was no increase in list (thirteen degrees to port),
(e) ship had vteering and engine control and (f) two salvage tugs were
alongside.*

* RDO Hollandia Dispatch 201100W7 October 1944 to all concerned
SOWESPAC operations.
CTF 77 Dispatch 200755 October 1944 to COMSOKESPAC, info CCIINCH,
CINCPAC, CCu3iDFLT, etc.

S* Action Report WASATCH, Leyte 3peration, Serial 0013, November 6th,
1944.

** Action Report BUSH, Leyte Operaticn, Serial 074, November 21st,
1944.

• C(MCRUDIV 9 Dispatch 200815 October 1944 to CTF 77.
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At 1816 he received a contact report on two destroyers west of
Palawan in Palawan Passage on course 0900 (T) speed fifteen knots* (Contact 7)
and at 1825 on a small convoy of one DD, one AK and one AO in B4labac
Strait* (Contact 6).

At 1847 he received a report from CTF 79 concerning the situation
at the southern beaches as of 1400 stating, among other things, that (a) the
assault and reserve battalions and part of the corps reserve regiment of the
SEVENTH Division had been landed, (b) artillery was being landed, (c) no
casualties to ship., although the LCI' s encountered some mortar fire on
landing, (d) several LST's had beached and were unloading, (e) troops were
generally 1000 to 1400 yards inland thus far and still advancing against
fairly light resistance, except immediately behind Dulag, where the enmy
wa. entrenched and using macr+ars, (f) personnel casualties on landing
beaches were light, and (g) there was little evidence of enouy mveuent.U*#

At this time any concern which he may have had regarding a
fighter CAP from TF 38 was dispelled because six VF(N) from TO 38.1 arrived
on station**** thus releasing the dusk fighters from his VZE' s.

He did issue one dispatch conoernlrg communications. At 1951,
because (as CT7 77) he had either not heen receiving certain information
Concerning the KING II operation or had been receiving it too late, he
requested CTHIRDL, CTF 38, and the four fast carrier group comanders to
address such traffic intended for Commader Philippine Attack Force to
CTF 77 as wel]. as to CCU4SEVEWHFLT.*****

In this connection, it will be recalled (from Volume II)H****
that, as COGSEVUTHFLT, he had advised the interested coimands on October
13th that, commencing at 16O0 that day, traffic concerning the KING II
operation was to be addressed to CTF 77, and that his deputy commander at
Hollandia would continue the routine administration of the SEVENTHFLT. *I-*
It would appear from this that he meant that (a) he would, in general, use
the title CTF 77 in originating diisp.tches conctrned with the KING II
operation, (b) his deputy nnmander would use the title of CCNTSZEDIYFLT
in handling rcutine matters, and that (a) he, himsell, as CC4SEVEHFLT
might also employ that title when he thought it appropriate. His reason
for permitting his deputy cosuander to employ the title of (KSEVENTFLT
was "deception"-.he hoped that Japanese radio traffic analyzers would not

5TH BCMCCM Dibpatch a)14357I October 1944 to AOIC.
SSearch Plane (Sector 1 from Morotai) Dispatch 200245/I October 1944

to 5TH 80C•CO.
CT? 79 Dispatch 210552 October 1944 to CTF 77, C.G. 6TH Army.I •H War Diary TG 38.1, October 20th,. 1944.

*5* C(N7THFLT Dispatch 2D1O51 October 1944 to CGWRDFLT, CTF 38, and

CT•'s 38.1, 38.2, 38.3 and 38.4.
t**** Volume II, Battle for Leyte Gulf (HavPers 92194), Naval War College

1955, Chapter I, 3ection (A)(1), Operations of CtX7THFLT.
*a*.• i CCK7THFLT Dispatch I3OJ55 October 1944 to CUISOCVPAC, CINCPAC,

""CO3DFLT, C.G. 6TH Ainy, CCNINCH, etc.
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know that CO-•SUEVNTLT was at sea, and that an overseas operation was

Hovwver, it seems clear that the above was not being complied

with completely by the THIRDFLT addressees and therefore he felt it necessary
to request compliante.

At 2203 he sent 0(MSOCESPAC an amplifying report on the progress
of the landing operations as of 1400 which incorporated, verbatim, the
earlier report from CTF 79 regarding the southern beaches and siailar reports
he had received from CTF 78 and CTG 78.3 in regard to the northern and
Panson Strait beaches. In this dispatch he stated that (a) the Panmon Task
Group expected to complete unloadtng at 1800, (b) APA/AP' s and AK' s off RED
and WHITE Beaches (Plate V) wore respectively twenty-five and fifteen per
cent unloaded, (c) unloading of IMT's at the northern beaches was slow,
except at two points, because shallow water prevented close approach; LCT' s
and pontoons were being obtained from the Southern Attack Force to expedite
unloading, (d) assault troops had landed exactly as scheduled, (e) troops
landed on RED Beach had advanced 1800 yards inland; mortar fir had sunk
one LCVP and damaged three LST' s killing seven and wounding ten navy
personnsl in LST 171 and wounding six army personnel in a sunken LVT, (f)
troops landed on WHITE Beach had encountered only light opposition with no
casualties thus far reported and had advanced through San Jose and half of
the Cataisan Peninsula, (g) all transports off RED and WHITE Beaches
expected to be ready to depart at 1900.**

IT SEW 3S MAT SURPRISING THAT THE FACT THAT TACLOBAN AIR-
FIELD HAD EEM CAPTURED AT 12405** WAS NOT IMNUDED IN THIS DISPATCH SINCE
THE SEIZURE OF THE JAPANES. AIRFIS WAS ONE OF 'HE OBJECTIVS OF THE
LANDING OPERATIONS. ITS CATURE WAS OF' IMPORTANCE TO CTg 77 FOR THE PLANS
CALLED FOR ONE STRIP AND UNDISPERSED PARING AREAS TO BE READY ]O)h TWO
FIGHTER GROUPS AND A NIGHT FIGHTER SQUADRON BY D+5.**" IN THIS CONNECTION,
CTF 77 KEW THAT HIS 1SC(RT CARRIERS COULD NOT BE WITHDRAWN FRCK THE
OBJECTIVE AREA UNTIL THE GARRISON AIR FORCES WERE OPERATIONAL AND, EVEN THEN,
A MU OF ESCORT CARR•I MIGHT BE FORCED TO PROVIDE SUPPORT OF AIR
OPM7ITN3 UNTIL THE GARRISON AIR FORCES COULD ASSUE FULL RESPONSIBILITY
SAIR DEFSE.1*U*

Letter from Captain L. G. Shaffer, USN, 7THFLT Commmications Officer
during Leyte Operation, to Captain H.M.S. Gimber, Jr., USK, World War
II Battle Evaluation Group, Naval War College, January 31st, 1956.

* CTF 77 Dispatch 201303 October 1944 to CAXSC•ESPAC, info COUNCH,
CINCPAC, Ca43RDPLT, etc.

S* Action Report GTO 78.2, Leyte Operation, Serial 0085, November 29th,

1944.
Y Field Order No. 25, Headquarters 6TH Army, September 23rd, 1944,
"Annex 9, 6TH U.S. Army, Report of the Leyta Operation, October 17th -
December 25th, 1944, Page 118, undated.

416 CANM SCMPAC Operation Plan No. 13-44, Saerial 00022A, September 26th,
1944, Annetx G, Paragraph 3b.
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CWG3MrIAL CTG 77.2

October 2)t~h

At 2209 CT? 77 recoived a report from CM 77.4 that (a) his
esoort carrier group had been attcked by three ene carrier-type fighters
at 0830, and (b) om emall bomb had hit the SANGAMON causing minor danmge.*

At 2219 he received a dispatch from CTU 77.7.1 (Cmuander
FWeling Group) wherein that comander stated, in effect, that he was
assigning the units of TU 77.7.1 as follows: (A) ACCIPITER Group: this
''rons, which consisted of the oilers ASHTABULA, CHEPACHIT, SAL*MONIE,
SARANAC, and the amimuition ship. DURHAM VICTORY and MAZAKA, under his direct
comndd, and escorted by the MANILA BA,, was to depart Korsol Roads at 1200
)-day for Area ACCIPITER, arriving in that area on 9.2 day; and (b) Kossol

Roads Unit: (1) this wut, which consisted of amnition ships MERIDIAN
VICTUIY, IRAN VICTORY, BLUIIIEW VICTORY, KISHAUKIRE, and escorted by the
destroyer escorts LOVELACE,, NEUDNDCI, THCKASOKI, under the cmmand of
CQOOTDIV rIRTY-MVEN, was to arrivo at Koasol Roads prior to October
25th; (2) the KISHWAI•KE, with one destroyer escort, was to arrive in Area
ACCIPIT= not later than 0700 D+8 day; and (3) the amunition ships were to
riumain at Kossol R-Ads until caled for-rd.**

Since this dispatch was in accordance with his instructions as
regards fuel and amunition for his forces in the Leyte operetionu he liko~ly
viewed it with satisfaction as it indicated clearly that his logistics
operations were proceeding normally.

During the day, a~s noted on Plate III (Contacts Received by
SPrincipal Allied Comders), there were no contacts ot particular
consequence, and even the contacts on the preceding day were neither unusual
nor unexpected. Of the wore important contact reports showu on this plate,
the one on the SECOND StrikiW; Force (Contacu 2) had been reported on the
previous day by the TRIGGE, and the one at Pare Pare Bay (Contact 1) of
sixteen large naval veseies, ked also been reported on the previous day by
Allied aircraft. This latter contact had been questioned as to its accuracy
and was presently under reconnaisoance.

(1) Operations of Advance Force, October 2Dth.C**

On the arrival of the assault ferces at the objective area,

* CTG 77.4 Dispatch 200214 October 1944 to CTF 77, info CTF's 78, 79.
' * CTU 77.7.1 Dispatch 192358 October 1944 to XNISERV7TTiVLT, CTO 77.7,

info CTF's 77, 78, 79, CGORDLT, etc.
** w CA-M SOMESPAC Operation Plan 13-44, Serial 00022A, Septmber 26th, 1944;

Action Report CTG 77.2 (C(WCRUDIV 4), Babardment and Capture of Leyte
Island, October 16th - 24th, 1944 Serial 00147, November 5th, -,944;
Action Report CTF 78, Leyte Operation, Serial 00911, Ncvember 10th,"1944; Action Report CTF 79, Seisure of Leyte, Serial 00323, Novenber

13th, 1944; Action Report C11; 77.3, L"yts Occupations, Serial 0359,
November 3rd, 1944; Action Report CT¶ 77.6, Leyte Island mration8,
Ser.tal 0064, November 10th, 19"--.
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October 29th, at which time CTF 77 (Conmrader Central Philippines Attack
Force) automatically assumed overall control of all operations In the
objective area in accordance with the basic plan, the Advance Force ceased
to exist. From D-3 day until this time CTG 77.2 (Comuader Bombardment and
Fire Support Group) had functioned as OTC of all advance groupe in the
objective area, and, in such capacity, had been responsible for pro-D-day
operations, including shore bombardment and night harassing fire, minesweep-
ing, underwttr beach reconnaissance, air defense and air support, air-sea
rescue and lifeguard service, and covering support for the beach demolition
and minesweping units. However, with the arrival of the amphibious forces,
CTG 77.23a overall responsibilities for the operations in the area ended.
At this tiMe (a) CTF 78 (Cander Northern Attack Force) assumed control
of TU 77.2.1 (fire Support Unit North) in addition to TG 77.3 (Close
Covering Group), TG 78.3 (Panaon Attack Group) and TG 78.5 (Harbor Entrance
Control Group), (b) CTM 79 (Commander Southern Attack Force) asaumed control
of TU 77.2.2 (Fire Support Unit South) and of TG 77.6 (Beach Dwolition
Group), and (c) Comander Mineaweeping and Hyd.rographic Group (CTG 77.5)
reported to CTF 77 (Comander Central Philippines Attack Force). Cosmnder
Support Aircraft Central Philippines (OSACP) (under CT? 77) relievvd Advance
Cosnander Support Aircraft (ACSA) (under CTG 77.2) and took cantrEf of all
air operations in the objective area.

(a) Operations of CTG 77.2* (Bombardment and Fire Support
Group), October 20th.

CTG 77.2 (ith TG 77.2 less the night harassing units)
continued to steam on various courses at twelve knots in night cruising
disposition in an area south of the Tacloban - Dulag Approach Channel.**

At 0044 he made an amplifying report to CTF 77 concerninp
the progreas of operationn in the objective area through the end of the
previous day stating, among other things, (a) all advance operations were
prooeding according to plan, except ami clearance in Area SWEEP, where
186 mines had thus far been swept and destroyed, but only the southern half
had been clearvd, (b) beaches apparently were suitable for landing craft
since no underwater obstacles or mines had been discovered, (c) enemy
defenses behind the northern and southern beaches were deep and strong
although no heavy artillery bad thus far been used or observed, (d) many
mortar batteries had beero discovered and sow had been put out of action,
(e) be me retaining on board until after the landings a nmaber of alleged
Philippine patriots who had come ostensibly to give him information,
suspecting that there night be scom quislings among thma, (f) waken of
torpedoes from enemW torpedo boats had been seen although the boats escaped
(erronseos report since there were no enemy torpedo boats In Leyte Gulf),

All information here, except as otherwise indicated, obtained from
Aotion Report CTG 77.2 (CCHCIWDXV 4), ombardent a"d Ca•Ptue of LOyt"
""1sl9a, Philippine lslaid.2, October 16th - 24th, 1914, Serial 00147,
govember 5th, 19".
w* War Diary CCo34DIV 4 (CTG 77.2), October 2Xth, 1944.
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and (g) ROSS and CHICKASAW had been attacked by two enwe carrier-type
bombers and the LOUISVILLE by a suicide dive bomber that disintegrated in
mid-air due to the force of its dive.*

At 0107 he made radar contact on the Landing Craft Movement
Group of TF 79, the leading echelon of the assault forces entering Leyte
Gulf.**

At 0415 he detached TU 77.2.1** (Fire Support Unit North),
less the CONY and 3IGOURNEY which two destroyers he had stationed off the
northern beaches the previous evening to conduct night harassing 1"ire. ~
Thereupon, CTU 77.2.1, in MISSISSIPPI, plus MARYLAND, WEST VIRGINIA and
AULICK, formed column and set course towara his assigned fire support areas
off the northern beachesH*** (Plate V). This detachment of TU 77.2.1 left
CTG 77.2 solely with TU 77.2.2, lose the RICHARD P. LEARY asd HALFORD which
two destroyers had been stationed off the southern beaches the prmvious
evening also for harassing fire.

At 0455 he detached TG 77.65** (Beach Demolition Group) to
report to CCMDESRCI FIFTY-SIX, who assigned all available APD' s in this
group to patrol stations sourth of the transport area until released to
report to CTF 79 for post-assault demolition work.*****

At 0500 he ordered (a) the heavy ships of CTU 77.2.2 (Fire
Support Unit South) to proceed independently, as previously directed, to
their firing positions (Plate VII ' off the southern beaches and to commence
firing at 0L*0;4* and (b) COCDESRON FIFTY-SIX to form his destroyers in a
north - south screening line to the seawrd of the battleships and cruisers
when not required for scheduled gunfire support.***

At 0600 he observed the heavy units of TU 77.2.2 comence
scheduled fires against designated targets in the vicinity of the southern
beaches. Due to the paucity of visible targets, slow and deliberate area
fire ws employed as in the pre-D-day bombardments, except in casecs where
definite targets were previously known or new ones were discovered by (a)
the lifting of camouflage by bombing or gunfire, (b) eneW counterbattery
firs, or (c) spotting aircrmft.

At 0615 his flagship (LOUISVILLE) was attacked by en enevy
aIW-type fighter which dropped two bambs that exploded fifty yards on the
port beam causing no damage. The plane escaped.

AS A RLSULT OF THE MACHINE GUN A1D MORTAR FIRE ENC(JWTEUM
BY THb UWWTER DEIOLITION TEAMS DUELING THE PRE-D-DAY BEACH ICO7 I3AISANCS,
HE MOVED AT 0625 SOME O HIS GUNFIRE SUPPORT SHIPS TO POSITIONS C(OS TO

* CTG 77.2 Dispatch 191544 October 1944 to CTF 77, info CT'F s 78, 79.

SWar Diary C(MCRUDIV 14 (CTG 77.2). October 20th, 1944.
* War DiAry C•MUf.RI , October 19th, 1944.

* 1 War Diary CMBATDIV 3, October 2)th, 1944.

* *War Diary TAJ3OT (CTG 77.6), October 20th, 1944.
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THE B8ACHES FOR THE D-DAY FIRING WITH INSTRUCTIONS TO PAY PARTICULAR
ATTENTrON TO All BEACH POSITIONS.*

HE dID THIS BECAUSE HE REALIZED THAT "CLOSE IN" OR "SHORT
RANGE,, FIPflS WkRE EXTREMELY IMPORTANT FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF SUCH BEACH
POSITIONS (USUALLY MATERIAL. OBJECTS) AS GREATR RANGES REQUIRED MORE TIMJ6
AND A GREATER EXPENDITURE OF AMMUNITION. THIS CONCEPT RE4AINS IN EFFECT
TODAY AND IS SPECIFIED AS A REQUIREMENT FOR DESTRUCTION FIRES.**

At o645 the RICHARD P. LEARY and the HALFORD, which had
completed harassing fires, headed for their next station, the former to
her screening station, the latter to her FS station.

At 0700 he noted that both CTF 78 and CTF 79 had arrived in
the objective area. He therefore, as CTU 77.2.2, in accordance with
instructions, reported for duty to CTF 79. CTU 77.2.1 likewise reported to
CTF 78.*m* During the remainder of the day, since TU 77.2.1 continued to
operate with CTF 78 and TU 77.2.2 continued to operate with CTF 79, the
operations of these units after 0700 this day are incorporated in the
discussions of the operations of their respective attack force commanders.

(b) Operhions of CTG 77.4 (Escort Carrier Group), October 20th.

In addition to protecting his own units with local CAP and
AS? for each task unit, CTG 77.4 provided air cover and support for the
D-day landings on Leyte in accordance with CTF 77's basic air plan.*-***
Scheduled air cover consisted of a daylight CAP of twenty-eight VF over the
target area from 0615 until 1730, a dusk CAP also over the target area of
twelve VF from 170., until 1820, and an ASP of two VT each across the southern
part of Surigao Strait and the eastern entrances to Leyte Gulf (Plate VIII)
from 0615 until 1730. Scheduled air support consisted of thirty-six VF and
fifteen VT on rtation over the target area from 0615 until 1730, plus a
landing-hour strike group of twenty VF and nine VT and miscellaneous air
coordination, observer, spotting, smoke and photographic missions.****" To
accomplish this he began the day with a total of 222 VF &nd 127 VT.***I**

* Voice Riadio Log, Action Report HALFORD, Report of Bombardment of Leyte
Island, October 19th- 2Oth, 1944, Serial 047, October 23rd, 1944.

' • Naval Gunfire Support in Amphibiou- Operations (NWIP a2-2), Departmaet
of the Navy, Office of the Chief of Naval Operatic:n3, June 15th, 1953,
Chapter I, Paragraph 111.
Action Report CTU 7Y-2.1, Bombardment of and Fire Support Mission on
Leyte Island, Philippine islands, SeriaL 0166, October 29th, 1944.j' CANF SOWESPAG Operation Plan No. 13--"4, Serial 00022A, September
26th, 1944L, Annex G.J.CTG 77.4 Operation Plan No. 2-44, Serial 00075, October 5th, 1944,
Appendix 3 to Annox D.

**NUA* This total differs from the comparable figures contained in the Table
of Organization of Allied ?orces in Volume 11 of "The Battle for Leyte
Gutlf", the latter figures showing a total of .'29 VF and 128 VT as of
ý1(400 October 19th. in tne ionterim period between the promulgation
Xf Volume3 Ii aid III, t.,e acquisition of additional information
~as result•d in modnflcations of the earlier figures.
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CTU 77.4.1 supported CTG 78.3's (Panaon Attadc Group)
landings on Panaon and southeast Leyte; CTU 77,4.2 supported CTF 79's
(Southern Attack Force) landings in the vicinity of Dulag and CTU 77.4.3
supported CTF 78's (Northern Attack Force) landings just below Tacloban.

The Panaon landing-hour strike group and direct support
group each aonsisted of four VFithree VT; the northern and southern attack
force landing-hour strike and direct support groups consisted, respectively,
of eight VF/three VT and sixteen VF/six VT for each force. The armament
for these missions consisted, generally, of bombs, napalm and rockets in
addition to the normal loading of machine gur. ammnuntion.

The weather in the sea operating area was good with north-
northwesterly winds seven to ten knots, visibility twelve miles until 1000
reducing thereafter to six miles in haze, partially cloudy skies with bases
of lower clouds at 1500 to 2000 feet, and smooth sea. Over Leyte there were
low scattered clouds and haze during the early morning, visibility was six
miles improving to twelve miles at about 1000, flying conditions were
excellent. First light was at 0517 and sunrise at 0629.

At 0645 TU 77.4.14, consisting of the SAGINAW EAY, PETROF BAY,
EDMONDS and RICHARD S. BULL, with thirty-three VF and twenty-four VT joined
TU 77.14.2 having been released at 0100 from escort duty with the transport
group of TF 79.* At 0705 TU 77.4.34 consisting of the GAI4BI BAY, KITKIJN
BAY, DENNIS and JOHN C. BUTLER with thirty-four VF and twenty-four VT joined
TU 77.4.3, having been released from escort duty with TF 78 at 2000 the
previous day.** Consequently there was now available within TG 77.1, a total
of sixteen carriers with 289 VF and 175 VW. At. this time TU 77.4.2 consisted
of six carriers, TU 77.4.3 of six and TU 77.4.1 of four.

A morning fighter strike against Catmon Hill area was
launched at 0745 from the MARCUS ISLAND. This strike was accompanied by a
special mission torpedo plane with CCMCARDIV TWENTY-SEVEW*** embarked as
observer. On completion of several strafing and rocket runs against Catmon
Hill entrenchments, during which time the plane was heavily hit by a 4(•
or larger calibre shel and " ICARDIV TWENTY-SEVIN was wounded, the plane
returned to the MARCUS ISLAND where, owing to its heavy damage, it was
Jettisoned.****

While (a) COMKARDIV TWEN-SMVE'a reasons for malting this
flight are not known but were apparently to gain at first hand information
concerning Vhe resulte of a particular ground suppurt mission, anci (b) his
courage in flying such a mission was commendable, there is considerable
doubt that the demands of the situation required that he so expose himnelf
to enemy gunfire and the risk of possible capture.

Action Report. CTU 77.4.14, Leyte Operation, Serial 026, Nevember 4th,
i 1944.

** War Diary CIMCAHI)1V 26 ((,TU 77.4.34). October 20th, 1944.
S* Rear Admirel W. D. Sample, USN.
S� ALircraft Action Report. No. 51, GC-21, Oct.ober 2Dth, 1944.
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THI tOITS UP THE SATTLt LES3UE THAT IT IS UNWIS FOR A
NAVAL bAPWHO IS COMVESANt WITH THE FBBWT ANDA FLAMED FUTURE
OPRKATIONS OF HIS COMM, XD POiNSBLY OF MO MNAKS AS WEI, TO
EXPOM S HIMSELF IN SUCH MANN3 =ThYL FOR, W= HE CAPT LUE BY TOH
MAW, IN 0IGHT BE FIORCM TO GIVE AWAY IMNOWATION 0 VITAL DEIPTANCE TO
To SIJOCSS? WN2)CT ?CF THE OnMaTrio.

The first target CAP of the day nade a fighter sweep of Leyte
airfields en route to their station* and twilve VF of the fire% direct
support group made anti-4hipping and anti-motor torpedo bcat *weeps aver
Ctrigara Day, San Pedro Bay, Gaites Sa and Surigao Strait.

A At 0832 TU 77.4.1 uas attacked by three emy carrier-type
fighters can7lm bmbs fhlle in the sidet of launching the landing-hour
striko group tor Pamson. Four bmbM rarrowly mimsed the SAiTU asd one
bomb skipped a"d steuck the 3AMAO1 at the waterlinm caasi negligible
danSe. One QC the attack planes vs shot down by anti-aircraft fire, one
by the CAP and one by FF of the strike group.* These enemy aircraft, which
had case from Cebu, reported, prior to being shot down, ai havizng scored
direct hits on two converted carriers.**

Thb landirg-hour strike group ovr Paraon was ancelled
owing to the lack of any enemy opposition to t.he lasdirw and the aircraft
reurned aboard their parent carriero in TU VT.4.1 with their bombs. 3ce
Ponaon direec support groups were sent by the Coiamsnder Support Aircraft
to sweep airfields on Cebu and) Panay and others were assigned targets
behind the northern and southern beaches. The pilots on these :Wveop
claimed destroying four barmcks, one warehouse, seven lwers and issaging
t.# torpedo bcats; one airborne &Lty army-type fighter shot down over
Open Field, Cebu.*** Japanese sources avail/Able do nat potl'ively support
the above claims. In fact, these sources show that no damage to hlhpping
occurrec during these attacks.***

The direct support air operations over the nore-ht.*n &d
southern beaches we,.- quite offective in supporting the landings and advance
of the assault troops. Pilots reported dsamage to various bulidirgs, fuel
d-eps, pill boxes, gun eoplacements ar4 destruction or damage to thirty-sAi
trucks and cars.*** All roads leading to the beaches were kept under
constant surveillance to keep the enemy from xvwing reinforceaents by land
and the immdiate sea &reas were patroiled to prevent overwater movement.

* Action Report CT ; 77.4.1, Leyte Operation, October 1th - 29th, 1944,

nSerial 00104, November 3th, 1944; also War Diarie a Cf1A•f nnd

SANGAMON, October 20th, 1944; also CTG 77.4 Dispatch 2021.4 October
1914 to CT? 77, info CTF 78, CTF 79 and all TGC's Tv 77.

** Philippine Area Naval Operaionas, Part I1, October - December 1944,
Secnd Damobilisation Bureau, Japanese Government, October 1947,
Departaent of the Army Historical Division, File No. 8-5, JS-4-04.

*-G GTG '77.4 Dispatch 210350 October 1944 to CTF 77, info CfT's 78, 79
and all TGtC's of TF 77.

*1** The Impvrial Japanese Navy in WW 11, G(Q, FEC, Mi ittry Mistory
Section, Special Staff, February 1952.
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Again, as on the pr'vioua day, due to the inability of Allied
radars to detect low flying aircraft in proximity to the murr*mwiinag land
masses, the TGAP was not too effective in preventing enemy aircraft from
penetrating the objective area inside Leyte Oulf. Fortunately, enemy
resistance to the Allied landing us as meager in the air as it me on the
ground and us limited to the following:

(a) Naval Aircraft:

(1) At 0828 an enew carrier-type fighter, pursued by
three Allied fighters, passed low and close aboard the BISBEE in the entrance
to Leyte Gulf and was shot down shortly thereafter.*

(2) At 1602 an enemw carrier-type attack plane torpedoed
the HONOLULU, inflicting serious damage.** This plane ws one of the two
that took off from Nichols Field, Luzon, about 1320 and landed at Cebu Base
at 1705. The pilot of one plane reported that he had definitely sunk an
Allied transport in Leyte Gulf; the other plane did not return.***

The unit identity of the carrier-type aircraft, which
made the attack in (a) (1) above and which appears to have come from Cebu,
cannot be fully established as the information thereon is meager. It appears
to have belonged to the 201st Air Group which had received an order on
October 18th to "continue -nrprise attacks".#****

(b) Arnq- Aircraft:

(1) At 0607 an enemy arary-type fighter dropped two bciws
on the PRESERVER off the western tip of Homonhon Island. One bomb scored a
direct hit putting the PRESERVER out of comidssion, although she was deeed
salvageable .*****

(2) At 0615 an enerry army-type fighter dropped two boMbs
close aboard the L(IISVILLE without cauning any damge.****** This plane was
app&rently one of two similar type planes sighted over Dhtlag at about this
time by the air coordinator, io reported that one plane had made an attack
on the bombardment crnisars, and then flew off to the north.*******

w War Diary BISIE, October 20th, 1944.
** War Diary HONOLULU, October 20th, 1944.

Detailed Action Report No. 3, 253RD Attack Unit (331ST Air Group),
October 20th - November 13th, 1944, WDC Document 160354, NA 12378.
Ibid., Conmander 5T11 Base Air Force Dispatch 182142, Oectober 1944.

* Wai- Di ary PRPK@i(ERVER, Cctooer 20th, 1944.
* Aet.on Report ,TG 77.2 ('Yt4CRUDIV 4), Bombardment and Capture of

Leyte Island, Philippine sl'arods, October 16th - 24th, 1944,
Serial (00147, November 5th, 194".

a•*k* Aircraft Action Report No. , VJ-'1, October 20th, 1944.
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(3) At 0620 an enew land reconnaissance plane bombed
the L•T's of the Northern Attack Force with negative results.*

(4) At 0713 an army-type fighter dropped a bcmb near the
LCI(R) 31 off the Panaon beaches without causing any damageo**

The army aircraft, which made the above attacks,
reportedly belonged to the SECOND Air Division which had launched a twenty-
plane &ttack at dawn. Actually, they were from at least four separate units
and were, therefore, probably not coordinated as a single attack group. As
indicated above under (b) (1), (2), (3) and (4) they made only one hit
although they claimed having (1) sunk one destroyer, one transport and two
landing craft and (2) made near misses on one destroyer.**-*

(c) From 1805 until 1M6 an enemy two-engine land bomber,
apparently on a reconnaissance mission, flew leisurely around Leyte Gulf
while, the ships fired at it ineffectively. The dusk CAP could not make an
interception because of the heavy anti-aircraft fire.**

Dmspite the above, it should be pointed out here that the
target combat air patrol was not always unsuccessful in thwarting enemy air
attacko. It had several successes: (a) at 0745 a low-flying enemy carrier-
type attack plane carrying a torpedo ws shot down over Biliran Strait off
the niorthwastern tip of Leyte*N** wid (b) at 1645 a second torpedo-equipped
carrier-type attack plane was shot dowi c•vr Leyte Gulf.***** The latter
plane is most likely the one that had departed Nichols Field at 1400 and
failid to return.*N**

During the day, if the basic plan us followed, which seems
correct, =TG 77.4 maintained a local CAP of eight VF and an ASP of four VT
over TI 77.4.1 and a CAP of four VF and an ASP of four VT each over TU's
77.4.2 and 77.4.3. The GAP over TU 77.4.3 shot dow one enenm plane
(probably army) at a distance of twenty-five 3r more miles from the
formtion.NN**N**

SBy 1915, when the dusk CAP wao recovered, the three carrier

*Action Report, C•G 7 Leyte Operation, Serial 0085, November
29th, 1944; also War Diary MURRAY, October 20th, 191-4.

*�,Wr Diary SCHROZZR, October 20th, 1944.
*** Daily Recor! cf the War Situation, (AQ, FEC Special Historical

Collection, Supporting Documents to General of the Arzy Douglas
MacArthur's Historical Report on Allied Operations in the Southwedt
Pacific Area (Itent , Footlocker 10 of 10, SWPA Sel-ies Vol. 1I).

A M* Aircraft Action Report No. 8, V-!-81, October 20th, 1944.
**W* Action Report WICKES, Assault an Leyte Island, Serial 060, Novembewr

3rd, 1944; also War Diary BENNION, October 20th, 1944.
*!"" Detailed Action Report No. 3, 253RD Attqck Unit (331ST Air Group),

October 20th - November ]3th, 1944, WDC Document 160354, NA 12378.
***'* b~War Diary KALININ BAY, October 2"th, 1944.
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Wtsk mn~s of TO 77.4 h#d flomu about 305 direct support sortie•, 132
targt W s orti, an twenty target ASP sorties. 1

Total aircraft 1ossocs for the day were two VF (CHEMPAOO,
AKr M'1IN SAY) wd fIve VT (FANWL&W BAY--ow,, WARUS ISLAD-one, ST. WO.-
tbm.), all lost op"retionAly. On* pilot (CWQAGo) was lost.** Thus,
at the1 adof t day, i had rwainin 287V F and 170 VT.

After the last planes of the dusk CAP'* had landed, all
three units of TG 77.4 retired 'to their respective redht operating areas.

(a) Opeation of C) 77.5 (ofmwoping and Hydrographic Group),

4,• On this day the various sweep units of TG 77.5 opeamted as

Are (nq v unit TWOs Sweep Character

SPLUMMET Ob Exporatory* Moored and acoustic to a
f, (i)depth of fortyr feet.

SW B TWO, Clearance Hoored and acowtic to a
TWU & depth of eighty foot in order
XINDIY to clear moored mines tbt*-
THIRTIY- might be ridin lower than
FOUR their not depth in the low

currents.

RE & WI FMOUR Exploratory Koored and acoustic to a
INACHES depth of twenty feet.

WIN,, ORANGE, FIVE Exploratory Nrored to a depth of twenty
VILT & YBLLGV feet.
BMCHES

GEW BEACHES and Six Kuplpotstory Moorod and acoustic to a
Tay Tay Foint depth of twenty feet.

War Diaries SANTEE, SUWAME, IWTCN Rif, MARCUS IAND, SAVO ISLAND),
FAISSNAW BAY, KInlbW BAY, KAlININ BAY, October 2)th, 1944; also 0'S
Action Reports, Leyte Operat.on, KALMIN BAY, Serial 012•• Novewer
5th, 1944; WHITE PLAINS, Serial 0011, October 27th, 1944; PFTROF BAY,
Serial 052, Novemiber 2ad, 1914; XkVILA BAY, Serial 0103, November
2na, 1944; 5AGINAW BAY, Serial 0127, Povember 4th, 1944; Aircraft
Action Reports Mos. 43, 44, 45, 46, VC-5, October Xth, 194; Aircraft
Action Reports No&. 7, 8, VC-58, October 2)th, 1944.

** War Diaries "CCARDIV 25, CHEMANO•i, K171UP BAY, October 2Dth, 1944;
La.o Alrcraft Action Report No. 51, VC-21, Octobr X44s, 1944.

*5* Action Report CTG 77.5, N.-veoepinxn Oper•tlori In Surigao Str&At #i
Leyte Gulf, SeriAl 0.11, O•tober 'Nth, 1944.

_,).I* War Diary KAXILTOK, October 20th, 1944.
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Pra(late. IV) unit TeS1062 Character

Fire Suppcrt Areas SEVEN & Clearance Moored and acoustic to a
ABUE & BME EIGHT depth of twenty and ten feet.

CUTTA' FOUR Exploratory Moored and acoustic to a
depth of forty feet.

PARAVANS FIVE Exploratory Moored and acoustic to a
depth of forty feet.

OTTU STX Exploratory Moored and acoustic to a
depth of forty feet.

N(V!' (I): Sweep Unit ONE, less CHANIL,, HOWARD and PRE=.E, also made a
tactical sweep ahead of TF 78 on approach and entry into Leyte
04lf; BREEWE operated with Hydrographic Unit; PiRJLE, whosw
services were not required for hydrographic duty, anchored off
Dulag to match the invasion; CHANDLER and HOWARD rejoined Unit
ONE for the exploratory sweep of Area PLUWMET, which sweep had
negatii re•sul•s; SANDS engaged in shallow water miuneseeping
operations ofi northern and southern beaches using LCPRI' s
equipped with minesweeping gear; CHICLASAW assisted damaged ROS5,

REARVSE, and HONCLULJ.*

By this day CTG 77.5 had made exploratory or clearance
sweeps in all areas of Lqyte Gulf (Plate IV) with negative results, except
in Area SMIW, where he had discovered mny moored chemical horn contact
mines Ln a straight two-row field. In addition, his Hydrographic Unit
(TU 77.5.2) bad buoyed the channels, the approaches to the beaches, and the
dangerous shoals and obstructions within the gulf.

A'6 0750 he received three additional ainesweepers-tha
SALUTE, SAUNTER and SCRDOIACE of KINDIV THIRTY-FOUR. These m±neoweepers had
proceeded to Leyte Oulf with CTG 79,2 and had now been assigned to CTG 77, 5.
GT0 77.5 then assigned tý* SCOUT, from Swep Unit TWO, to the above three
mineweepers and directed thum, as KM!1DIV THI1TY-POL)R, to swoep Ar"a SWEEP.
This unit swept eight in*es.**

Adiitional min"s wer swept as fo~lows:

(a) Sweep Unit TWO -. eight.**

(b) Sweep Unit, THM - sixteen.C4HI

* War Diaries 3OUTHARD, BRKWSE, HAM•lTON, PAIIER, CHANDLER, PESERVER,
SAMDS, PERE and CHICKASAW, October 20th, 1944.

**•e War Diaries SALUTk, SAUNrfe, SCRIMMAGN and Deck Log SWtT, October
20th, 1944.

MON War Via.ry TO•KE, October 20th, 1944.
*Pop War, Diary RXQUISITE, October 20th, 1944.
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At 1933 Sweep Unit SIX returned frce operations off GRUN
Beach amd Tay Tay Point.

CTG 77.5 stated, in his report of the operation• that by
D-daY (presmably meaning by nightalI on D-day) TG 77.5 had swept a total
of 227 mines in clearing chanels, anchorages and fire support area@.*
Actually, he appears to have swept a total of 222 mines, computed as
follows: October 17th, twenty-seven; October lth, fifty-three; October
19th, 110; October 20th, thirty-two.**

octobW(d) Operations of MOG 77.6 (Beach Demolition Group),S~October 2Mt.

Upon being released by CTO 77.2 at 0455, CTG 77.6, in

the TUiEOT, assigned his APD' a to patrol ttations on an eaot - west line
four miles south of the Southe- Tramport Area as directed b7 COO4D•ON
FIFTY-SIX.

At 0800 he turned over commnd of the A)D screen to the
Ccmiandin Officer OVWTO and, with the TALBOT and GOLDSB(AROUGQ, reported
to CTF 79 for duty. se me then directed by CTF 79 to report to the
BeLahmaster of Transport Group ABLE for post-assault demolition work as
required. On learning from the Beacbmaster that no post-assault dew lition
work would be required this day, he released the GMMBSBROUGH to re tarn to
the APD soreen and directed the TALBOT to stand by in the Southern Transport
Area on call.*** Nothing further of importAnce occurred.

Since the units of this group performed screening and
escort duties only, these APD' s will be discussed under the attack force
commanders and this group rill be dropped from further discussion.

(2) Operations of CT? 78 (Northern Attack Force), October 20th
(Plate V).

Prior to discussing the D--day operations of CTF 78 (Conder
Northern Attack Force), who ms also CTG 78.1, it might be well to review

SAction Report CTG 77.5 (M(XIARM 2)s Report of Mnesweeping Operations
in Surigao Strait and Leyte Gulf, Serial 0111, October 291th, 1944.

5* in evaluating the individual ship and unit records to verify the
minesweeping reports, an attempt has been made to count only those
mines logged as actually swpt, exclading the *floaters" (largely
mine freed by the recent typhoon), of which a considerable -- Ier
were encountered, and which were sunk or destroyed; nor in this
analysis of the minsweeping operations have mines reported by other
units been included.

SWar Diaries CCMDHflh 56 and TALD•T, October 20th, 1944; also Action
Report CTG 77.6. Leyte Island Operations, Philippine Islands, Serial
CO44, November 10th, 1944.
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the tasks tnat had been assigned to his in the basic p'an* for KNG II
insofar an the main landings are concerned (the pro-D-day landings on
Dinegat, Suuan and Mcnonhon Imlaa whih hod been smaeOssfu~lly

accoplished by units of his comaand, have already been discussed in
detail in Volume II).** These tasks were:

(a) At 1000 on D-dv to land the FIRST Cavalry Division
and the TWEM-FOURTH Infantry Division (lese the TJLM-FIRST Infantry
Regiment) of the TETH Corps, U.S. SLXrH Arw, an W Beach (San Ricardo)

and RW Beach (Palo) in the Tacloban area of northern Leyte, with the
objective of gaining control of the Leyte Valley to Carigara Bay and San
Juanico Strait,

(b) At 1000 on D-day to land n regimental cobat team
(TWMTY-FIRST Infantry Regiment) of the ThEM-FOUR•T Infantry Division on
GHN Beach in the vicinity of Panaon Strait for the purpose of gaining
control of the strait to permit the passage of motor torpedo boats into

Mindanao Sea and waters west of Leyte.

(c) To establish, prior to D-day, a harbor entrance control

unit and to mait hen this unit until relieved of responsibility by C:m.nder
Central Philippiunes Attack Force.

(d) OC arrival in the objective area to assue control of
Close Covering Group (TG 77.3) and Fire Support Unit North (TU 77.2.1) for
bombardment, night harassing fire and close fire support on D-day and
subsequent thereto as required.

(e) On D-day, and subequent thereto, to control and direct
the operations of UDT Unit North as required.

(f) To control such support aircraft as had been
specifically assigned by CTF 77.

(g) To provide antisubmarine, antimotor torpedo boat, and
antiaircraft protection in own area of responsibility (Plate VIII).

In furtherance of the above assigned tasks he had organised
his force into three principal groups for the main assault, Tit., the Palo
Attack Group (TG 78.1), the San Ricardo Attack Group (TG 78.2) and the
Panaon Attack Group (TG 78.3). In addition he had formed three reinforce-
ment groups (TG's 78.6, 78.7 and 78.8) to land service troops, supplies and
equipment at the objective area on D+2, D+4 and D+9 days. He himself
cowanded both the Palo Attack Group and the Northern Attack Force. He had
assigned cunmand of the Panaon Attack Group, effective on its arrival at the
objective area, to Comianer Dinagat Attack Group (CTG 78.4), who had

* CAL ZOWESPAC Operatiorw Plan No. 13-44, Serial 00022A, September 2Kh,
1944.

m* Volute II, Battle for Leyte Gulf (MavPere 92194), Waval War CGllege,
1955.I 29
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conducted (under CTO 77.2) the pro-D-day Ln~aing.*

IT IS NOT ENTIRELY CLLAR 4ff CIT 7# A,-A, WOki;A"n 'F BOTHrO
TiE NWMORTI ATTAZ FORCE (1? 78) AND NE PALO ATTA( MM (TG 78.1) FOR,
BY 1 HATS" IT WAS PASIREI FOR HNI 70 8909U 30 GM S
IN M'• TACTICAL OPMATIONS OF THE PALO ATTACK GIOUP AS POSSIBLY TO OVflLOIL
HIS BASIC RESPONSIBILITIES AS C DER ATTAC FORCE,

At the beginning of the day CTF 78, in MM RIDG, was in
the outer swept channel ten miles from the entrance to Leyte Gulf. Five
minesweepers from Sweep Unit ONE were conducting a tactical sweep ahead and
on the right flank of the force.

At 0040 he entered Area SWEEP. When he had completed safe
transit through this area at 0153, he released CTG 78.3 to proceed to GREEN
Beach while he proceeded with TG's 78.1 and 78.2 up the Tacloban - Dulag
Approach Channel toward RED and WHITE Beaches (Plate IV).** He released
the minesweepers at 0200.***

At 0230 he received a request from CTG 78.3 for permission
to advance the time of landing. He relayed this request to CTF 77 and
obtained approval.****

At 0645, upon arriving off the riouth of Sa&P Pedro Bay, he
gave the signal for the various elements of the Northern Attack Force to
deploy to their designated areas, while he stationed his flagship astern
of the transports to observe the operation. His cruisers and fire support
destroyers proceeded ahead to their assigned fire support areas and hie
remaining destroyers formed a screen around the starboard quarter of the
formation; his transports proceeded to their assigned anchorages in the
Northern Transport Area, followed by the LST' s.

At 0700 he noted that CTU 77.2.1 (Comuander Fire Support
Unit North), who had just reported to him for duty, had commenced his
bombardment of the designated areas along the northern beaches.

At 0750 he received word that the fast carriers would
strike the beaches from 0830 to 0845. He therefore directed that Plan

* CTF 78 Operation Plan No. 101-44, Serial 0008, November 3rd, 19144;
also Action Report CTF 78, Leyte Operation, Serial 00911, November
10th, 1944.

** Action Report CTF 78, Leyte Operation, Serial 00911, November 10th,
1944.

t.* War Diaries LONG and SOUTHARD, October 20th, 1944.
*'�* Action Report CTIG 78.3, Report of Panaon Group, Serial 0019, undated

(probably early November 1944); also CTF 78 Dispatcn 191846 October
1944 to CTF 77.
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IVICTOR be put in effect during this time.* Plan VICTOR as employed by
CTF 78 restricted all naval guns to a maximum ordinate of 1,000 feet for
ships gunfire during air strikes.

At 0828, having arrived in the Northern Transport Are&t he
learned through the CSACP in the WASATCH that the scheduled air strike was
now going in and that CSACP would advise him when the area was clear.*

At 0830 he received a querg from CTU 77.2.1 as to whether
or not the air strikes scheduled for that tia. had been completed. To this
he replied in the negative.**

Also at about 0830 he received' a disappointing TBS voice
radio message from CTG 78.2 wherein that commander expressed a doubt as to
his ability to meet the landing-hour and recomsrvded that the landing-hour
be delayed until 1030 (one-half hour).***

At 0900 he ooserved that CTU 77.2.1 had completed his
scheduled bombardment of the beaches and commenced retirement to the
southern part of FS Area DOG to stand by for call fires. As the battleships
of TU 77.2.1 completed their operations, he likely observed the cruisers of
TG 77.3 (Close Covering Group) commence their scheduled bombardment which
continued until 0945. There was no hiatus in the bombardment, a situation
which would have been unacceptable in a heavily opposed landing.

AT THE TIME CTU 77.2.1 RETIRED HE HAD NOT AS YET SEEN ANY
PLANES FRC! THE AIR STRIKE REPORTED GOING IN AT 0828 AND, THUS, BECAUSE
PLAN VICTOR RD(AINED IN EFFECT, HAD DONE NO FIRING AFTER 0830 ON THOSE
TARGETS REQUIRING A MI1IMID ORDINATE GREATER THAN 1,000 FEET.** THE
UNFORTUNATE RESULT OF THIS WAS THAT CERTAIN TARGETS WHICH MIGHT HAVE ha-N
FIRED ON DURING THIS PERIOD HAD TO HE USED AS "CALL FIRE" TARGETS LATER.

FPRM THIS IT SHOULD BE CLEAR THAT (A) SINCE A RESTRICTION
ON THE HAXIMKU GUNFIRE ORDINATE FOR EXTENDED PERIODS OF TIME BEFORE THE
ACTUAL ASSAULT CAN PROVE TO BE DETRIMENTAL TO THE BOMBARD1MENT, THE DIPLOY-
MENT OF SUCH RESTRICTIONS SHOULD BE WEIGHED CAREFULLY WITH RELATION TO THE
DEVELOPING SITUATION AND (B) ANY GUNFIRE PLAN LIMITING THE MAXIMUM ORDINATE
DURING AN AIR STRIKE SHOULD NOT BE ORDERED UNTIL THE STRIKE IS READY TO GO
IN AND SHOULD BE CANGELtL.D AS SOON AS IT HAS DEPARTED.

The above confusion was caused by improper coordination
between (a) CTF 77 and the fast carriers (CTG', 38.1 (UTC) and 38.4)

* Second Endorsement by CTF 78 (Serial 01889, December 27th, 194)4) to
Action Report CTU 77.2.1, Bombardment and Fire Support Misqions on
Leyte Island, P.I., Serial 0166, October 29th, 1944.

•*1 Action Report MJ 77.2.1, Bombardrnent and Fire Support Missions on
Leyte Island, F.I., Serial 0166, O-toter 29th, 194.

• ** Action Report CTG 78.2, Leyte Operation, Serial 0085, November 29th,
¶1934.
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regarding the pre-2andingndur strike, =4 (b) Coamander Suport Aircraft
Central Philippines (CSACP) and the Ccimnders Support Aircraft of the
Northern and Southern Attack Forces. For examles CSACP had (a) not been
advised previously ar to the vmbere, composition and azuament of the
various pre-landing-hour strike grmpe from the fast carriers and (b)
ordered these planes on arrival to attack only the southern beaches but did
not make this peint clear to CT? 78 who in turn thought the strike gror?
was to attack the northern beaches as well and, therefore, had ordered
flan VICTOR. The "all clear" signal was never received.*

THIS IS AN EXAMPLE OF THE DIFFICULTIES WHICH ARE OFTU
EXPERIENCED IN NAAL OPERATIONS WHEN PROPER COORDINATION HAS NOT SM
ACHIEVED BE= THE VARIOUS UNITS CONCRNED.

IT SHOULD HE POINTED OUT HERR THAT DOCTRINE PROVIDED THAT
COORDINATE CO(ANDERS SHOULD, "AS FAR AS CONDITIONS PzIrf, KEEP OU AN•OTER
INOM OF THEIR POSITIONS, J)MWS, INTENTIONS AND OF CONTACTS WITH THE
ENK4. IT TS NOT NECESSARY TO BURDEN COMMUICATIONS WITH FREQUENT REPORTS
WHEN OPERATIONS ARE PROCEEDING AS PLANNE OR WITH REPORTS OF THE END(Y THAT
CONTAIN NO NEW INFOMATION. IT IS ESMTAL TO REPORT MK IbFOMNATION OF
THE MUDY AND DELAYS OR I4WIfIr'TIONS IN THE EXECUTION OF PART OF A
DIRECTIVL"*

At 09ZO CTF 7f8, replyIng by T3S voice radio to CTG 78.2's
request to delay the landin-iiour, stated that it was too late and directed
him to do the best possible. Thus, he confirmed to his attack groip
commanders the landing hour as 1L,30. There is no available record or
indication of any xfrther conf'rrmation.

At 0925 he noted that the destroyers of TG 77.3 commenced
their schedul-d bombardment.***

At 0938 the first boat waves of assault troops departed
their line of departure for WHITE Beach*** and at 0943 the first boat wwax
of assau1ý. troops departed their line of departure for RED Beach
(Plate V).i*s**

S* Report of Support Aircraft Operations, KING II, Comouiaer Support
Aircraft, 7THFLT Itr da*ed November 2Mi, 1944, No Serial; also
Second Endorsement by CMF 78 to Action Report CTU 77.2.1, Bombardment
of and Fire Support Kission on Leyte Islanm, P.I. serial 0166,
October 29th, 1944.

* VWar Instructions, U.S. Navy, 1944, FTP 14?(A) U.S. Navy, U.S. Fleet,
Headquarters of the Coamander in Chief, Navy Department, 1946,
Paragraph 228.

SAction Report KILLEN, Central Philippines Invasion, October 20th
24th, 1944, Serial 0076, November Ist, 1944.

i *'* Action Report CTU 78. '. (Commander Control Unit), (pratioulos Against
the Island of Layte, 'hilippkne Islands, Serial 07, October 24th, 1944.

t e Action Report CTU 78.1.7 (Co mandr Control Unit, Leyte Operstion,

No Serial, November 13t, 1944.
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Both boat waoes were on schedule. 3ince the WHITE Beach wve was clearly
visible, CTF 78 now know that, despite CTG 78.2's concern about landing on
time, that cm er' s boat waves bad left the line of departure on
schedule*

At 0947 he noted that the cruisers of T• 77.3 (exe•t
ROF6HMIm) had copl••td their scheduled biabardnet .- d lay to in iS Area

DOG• for "*oall or meounterbattery" fire.**

At 0955 he noted those destroyers of TG 77.3, which had
been firing at the landing beaches and which had no assigned targets after
this ti.., bad ceased firing.

Between 0955 and 1000 the beaches were subjected to an
intense rocket barrage (apprmximately 1970 rockets).***

At 1001 he observed that the first boat wave of TG 78.1 had
reached RED Beach. How closely he was able to follow the landing operations
of CTG 78.2 is not known but it seems likely that he observed TG 78.2's
first boat wave reaching WHITE Beach also on schedule.

IT WILL BE MOTED THAT THE B(BARK ENT, JUST PRIOR TO THE
LANDINGS, DID NOT INCLUDE BOMBING AND STRAFING OF THE BEACHES. THIS WAS,
TO QUOTE CTT 78, MErAU8 HE COJSIDIZN "THAT GUNFIRE AND ROCERTS COULD MORE
EFFECTIVELY KWEP THE1 BEACHES UND CONTROL THAN TO STOP BCMBARDMENT FOR T1W
TO TMW'T MIINUTES AT A CRITICAL TIME WlILE PLANES CAME IN FOR, AT MOST, A
FI14i(l4tf9 &BING AND STRAFING RUN. PLANES ARE HIGHLY DESIRABLE ON REAR
TARGA7S 3T SHOULD NOT BE USED ON THE BEACHES JUST PRIOR TO THE ASSAULT AT
THE n.r•al X, GUNPO•R"

TIE PORW3OING MAY HAVE MERIT WHEN ALL FACTORS ARE CONSIDERED,
IN PARTICULAR (A) THE REQUIREMENT TO TE4PIMRILY LIFT NAVAL GUNFIRE (WHEN
PLAN VTCTOR IS IN EFFECT) FROM MW GUN POXITIONS LOCATED ON HIGH GROUND
F1M WHICH THEY COULD CONCENTRATE FIRE ON THS BEACHES AND APPROACHES TIWRETO,
AND (B) THE BELlE? THAT CONTINUOUS BOK0Ar[ (BY NAVAL GUNFIRE), PLUS TIWE
SCAEDtiLED CONCUTPRATED ROCKET BARRAGE (s0 CONSIDi•tE BY CTF 78), PROVIDEDI .!PJ. FIIRAKW TO CAUS TIM ENEMY TO WITHDRAW FROM ALI, BEACH DEFENSE
POSITIONS. fKHEVER, DOE•S I NOT SE43 TO INDICATE AN EViDENT RELUCTANCE ON
rHE PART OF CTF 78 TO ATT11MPT CLOSE, COOiRDINATION EITWEEN HIS AIR AND NAVL,
GUNFIRE SUPPORT? IN ADDITION TO FACTORS (A) AND (3) ABOVE,, THIS RELUCTANCE
MIGHT BE ATTRIBUTED TO AN ADDITIOHAL FACtOR; I.E., A LACK OF CONFIDENCE IN
t5ll ABILITY To EFFECTIVELY CrK)RDINATE THESE TWO SUPPORTING ARMS.

* Action Report CTU 78.2.7 (Commaider Control Unit), Operattonu Against
the Island of Leyte, Philippine Islande, Serial 01, October 24th, 1944.

• • Action Report PHOENUI, Bombardment of Tacloban Area, Leyte Island,
P.I., on October 20t.h, 1944, ard SuLsequent Action in Leyte Galf on
October 21st - 24th, 1941, Serttt,] 090, Octobvir ?`,th, 1944.

•/ * Action Report ýflU 78.1,8, 1 :yte ("rutions, O-ct.ober 20th - November
20th, 1944, Serial 160, No•rember 22nd, 1944.

""-** Action Report CTF 78, Leyte (fprationw, S;eri] (X-)9,i, November I1th,
S1944.
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THAN THE ABOVE DI7FERV D " THE VIE OF CT? 79, WHO, RATHER• THAN DO WITHOUT THE PRI,-LANDING, AIR BOKBING AND STRAFING OF THE BEACHES.,
-M !DEAVOR) TO IMPROVE THE COORDINATION BETWEEN HIS AIR AND HIS SUPPORT

NAYAL GUNFIRF. TO ACCOMPLISH THIS HE W)PLOED FLARE SIGNAL FROM THE LAST
AIRCh 1 T COWLETING ITS ATTACK, WHICH FLARL SIGNAL WAS TO INDICATE TO THE
BC1MBARDMG 6P! THAT THEY COULD RESUME FIRE WITH NO RESTRICTIONS ON THE
MAXDU ORDINATE. THE r• i __v f THIS CLOSE COORDINATION ARE INCORPORATED
IN CURRENT AMPHIBIOUS WARFARE DOCTRINE AS A XKSZZ.T n? EXPERIENCES .GAINED
DURPG WORLD WAR II.*

At about 1100 he received word, and alsc, observed, that hir
LST's, on both RED and WHITE Beaches but notably those on RED Beach, were
having difficulty in beaching and it seemed probable that . ,ong delays in
im~loading them would ensue.

These delays were due, in part, to the fact that, although
L0s, LCT's, LCM's and pontoon causeways had been brought forward with the
D-day assault torces for the purpose of assisting in the unloading of the
LST's, no LCT's or pontoon causeways were carried by TF 78. All were
carried by TF 79.

Certainly CTF 78 had recognized that a need for thezi might
arise for (a) his operation plan shows that all beoahas (RED and WHITE) had
a very shallow gradient with reefs and shoals ih the off shore approaches,*4
and (b) his attack order (as CTG 78.1) ste±*) (I) that it 4s possible that
the RED Beach would not be suitable for uz-oading L.S'', without employing
pontoon causeways, (2) he expected to be able to obtain a considerable
number of pontoon sectlons from C"' 79 if required, and (3) he believed
that once the beach off the Tac3 •n airstrip had been captured he would
bo al'. to use it if necessary.***

That 'ds immediate superior, ' 'F 77, also knew that these
pontoon causewayn w-e in iF 79 ,, clear for in his op ration pl." he
refers to the fact 4. ,%L pntor barges and pontoon causeways unre being
carried by CTF 7'9 and . not saqui red in the ',ajthern Attack Vorce
bnaches**** were to be n•v•v¶,d t- the Tacl( An area whero tiift were to be
anchored until requtlri for construction of floatir., e CTF 78's

Aimihibious Operatioi (P2), Dep&rtmert of the Navy, Office of the
Chief of Naval %h.erations, Dlecember 1952, ,hapter 7.

S CTF 7A Oper.ition Plar. 1(••.", Serial. 0)08, October 3rd, 1944.
** .,IG 7F.! Attack rigdr, 1-44, fvrtal Fl-k001, (k..ober 7th, 1944.
**• CANF "0WeiSPAC O(h-ation Plan 13-44, Sevii (X')22A, September 26th,

1944, AnnX T.
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operation plan makes a similar statement.*

Whether CTF 78 made any effort to obtain some of the
causeways for his own command prior to his dsmrt-tre from HollandiA is not
known, although he may have since C.G. S17T1! Army in hiu action report
states tutt, due to the stepping up of 1.ne operation, there was
insufficient time to equip SOWESPAC LST's with pontoon causeways.**
However, it is known that CTU 78.2.2 endeavored to obtain some ashore at
Manus but was unsuccessful, possibly because the LST'b of TF 79 which were
also at Manus had all available.*** If this was so, does it not seem
strange that CTF 78 did ,ot obtain itome from CTF 79 either through agreement
or through interventiorn by CTF 77. The fact that he did not indicates that
it is likely he did not ma~ke any direct effort but felt that if, upon
arrival in the objective area off the beaches, he required such pontoon
causeways, he could obtain enough from CTF 79 in both time and number to
maintain his uniolaing scheduleo

It should be pointed out, here that, while he knew that ten
LCT's were to be supplied to CTM 78 by CTF 79 once the assault landings in
the Southern Attack Area had been *ffeeted,*#* he also knew that no
pontxon causemays -:.,v o b0 maAT available by CTF 79 except possibly on
request,

Based on this concept, he loaded ,LIl the heavy equipment,
including vehicles, bulldozer; and especially shore artillery, in the 1ST' s
with thu hope that they would be able to unlcid across the beaches zo soon
as the assault waves had swcured a beachhead.

AS WJILL BE SHOWN LATER, THIS FAMlURR To HAVE TMEE PONTOON
CAUSEWAYS AND LCT' S 1N TF 78 SUBJECTED THE D-DAY AVSAULT SHIPPING TO A
LONGER PERIOD IN ThE 0OJECTiVE ARM THAN SHOULD HAVg BEEN NECES6S4Y.

Imuediates•y after the beaching of the LST's had proved
abortive, CTF 78 endeavored to obtain pontoon zavseways from CTM 79,
Numerous mesbages resulted wherein aa effort wa mad.e to ascertain the
number of poriton causeways available within TF 79.

Meanwhile, by 1400 he knew that (a) the TWElftY-FOURTI
Infant-y Division, what had landed on RED Beach, had advanced inland 1,800
yards ard was within 1,000 yards of Hill 522, the prbnary D-day
objective,**i**(which hill w&s a dominating terrafn feature Just across toe

* CTF 78 Operation Plan 10.1-4k, Serial O ,OctoLer 3rd, 1944.
**• 6TH U.S. Army, Report of Leyte Ov"raticn, October 1714.h - Decemter

25th, 1944, Report of G-3, pagt 209.
SAction Report CTU 7C.2.2 (ab1o CTU 76.2.7) Operationa Agai•nt the

Island of Leyte, P.I., Serial 07, October 2.4th, 1944.
CTF 79 Attack PIlan No. A3(;,-/4i4, No Serial, October 2nd, 1944,
Arnnex h• r,,Age£

-r#4 Actior s :rport CT)' 78, Leyte Operat-or., Serial 0911, %ovember 0tOh,
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Palo River from Palo, and we the key to the snamzs, deferse of the
entire Palo beachhead),* and (b) the FMT U&v&lry Division, which had
landed on WHITE Beach, had advanced through San Jose and hffl w=y up the
Cataisan Peninsula, usetin only light ensay resistance and muffered no
ftaualt es,**

At 1430 he learned that C.G. FIRST Cavalqr .viaion and
C.G. TWT-FPOTH Infantry Division 'ad assumed cozeasd of their divisions
ashore at WHITE Beach and RED Beach, respectively.**

This was gratifying hecause it shoted -aat (a) operations•.ashore were prooeadin~g admirably and (b) Coma~er TEN. Corps, who was

with him on the BU.E RIDGE, mould presently move his bet.dquarte, ashore
and assi coemand there. Thic ms the first Notep" in the transfer of
camand from the' attrk group and forc¢ cow•nders to 'uhe landirg fni-co
coaW' -a &d was in accordance with instructions f "oc

(a) COLSWSPAZ. whihka prov:eidd, in pVi, theot -during th.
amphibious movrent and laxaAing the Comsaner Naval Attack Forcýs is in
comnd of the anphibioux operationo; his comwwA oontdimoe until the
laA 8Lngc forces are established ashere. Caxsand of the forcoes ashore is
.hen passed to the lAnding Force Cdmanders. The exact tire of transfer
cocmnd from (sic) th9 CGomaders LandiM• Forces will be announced by radio.
The controlling considerations for fixing the time when the iand ing forces
are ostabliahl4 Ashore will be as agreed by the Conmnander Allied Na&I.
Forces and C.G. U!XTH U.S. AriW, and will be armounced by them to this
headquarters and appropriate subordinates• ,* and

(b) CTF 77, ut•ch provides that:

"(I) At each beach, when the landing Force has been
tvtablished ashore, the local Landing Foxve Commander ill assume commd,
J,•formik,, tte lnml. Attack Group Ccamnder and reporting to his Attaak
Force Couuoader for duty.

"(2) In e-sch Attack Force, when all. Landrln orcee lave
boon establIse.ýd ashare and commnani has bvon shifted ashore, the Attack
Fomce Coamw4ar and the Corps Coimander will so report to the Cammander
Central Phiippin•,s Atack Force, the Corps Commanua ,o- reporting to him
for dmly.

"(3) gNrn all Landing Forces have been est-ablishem
teova aizc, the C m .irlg Oen'ral SI1TH Army &Advses tbe Cho nder Centrval

Phili'xpi.u• Ata1ck Fur-c that hoe Ds ready to assume -onmand, the cm-Aand of
kbh fo*oe ashore is transferred to tL- Cormawsdin General SIXTH Army.

~ Ary, Rpor of ~to tinOobr 1t, - Do r
25th, V44u, pa 32..

S� Action Report C-TF 7?P, Leyte CperjAtion, Serial 0911, Novermber loth, 194!41.
S* G K SW1A OJ.Aratious Li-aCtions No. 70, dated September Zs.at, 1944,

annexed t:. )] ' UJ.3. Arm3r, Report of Leyte Operat one, Octobr 17th -

Siee'~r 25th, 19•4,• page 92.
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The eyAct time of transfer of ccsannd will be announced by radio to C4Q

and all conuarders concerned."*

IT IS OF INTEREST THAT TM ABOVE CQ4MAND MELATIONSHIP
RESD(BLS FAIRLY CLOSELY A CURRENTLY (1957) ACCEPTED DOCTRINE TERMED
"THM AND RElATIONSHIPS WHEN ATTACK AND LANDING FORMES ARE FORMED AND
CCOMMAD IS JOINED AT THAT LEVEL."M

By 1530 the entire Cataisan Peninsula, including the
Tacloban airfield, was in Allied hands.***

By 1540, upon completion f unloading the five LSD' s
assigned to his force (EPPING FOREST, C"i•a HAIL, aUNSTON W;L, OAK HILL,
WHrITE MASH), he formed TG 78.9, consistizg of these LSDPs ai tho ARIADNE,
STACK, LANG (which, at 1857, was replaced by the Mc-M), SCHLEY (antur.1ly
CROSBY),**Nm and KILT! as escorts, and directed CTU 78.3.3, in ARIADNE, t,
take charge and procsed to Hollandia.**(• *

Having learned several hours earlier (at 1401) that twenty
mused sections of pontoon causeways were available within TG 79,2,*
he, at 1626, requested information from CTP 79 as to uhether CTG 79.2
would delivor t1hem and, if so, would he expedite their de1.ivery.*M*a*"

At 1700 he learned that at 155 three LST's (745. 1013,
1OZ4) which were carrying sections of pontoon rA-;eways had been ordered to
proceed to RED Beach area and would report to hib for duty.**-E**** This
was likely a considerable relief for the need for both pont~oin causeways
and LCT's had been urgent throughout tha (DLy.

At 1752 he ordered his transports to get underway upon

completion of unloading in time to rendezvous with CTG 78.3, the convoy
,command, at 2200 at, Point EST for retiremmnt to Palau and Hollanx1ia in

CAMF S4MZSPAC Operation Plan No,, 13-4", Serial .0)022A, Septembero
26th, 1944, Paragraph 5(c)(3).
Amphibious OperatLons (NWP 22), Departaent of the Aavy, Office of
the Chief of Naval Operationa, December ,A,952, Paragraph 297 and
Figure 2-4.
Action Report CTF 78, 210svte Operation, -7riml 00911, Nctember lCrth,
1944; also 6TH U.S Army, lReport of the .eyta Operation, October
17th - December 25th, 1944, w-aatod.
SCHLEY was designatwd in error, havirg been repacad by CHOSHY ati
a hospital evacuation iship the paevio-uk OSy.
CTF 78 Dispatch 200640 October 1944 tv CTU 78.3.3, info C1G'v
78.2, 78.3, CTF's 77, 79, etc.
CTG 79.2 Visual Dispatch 20U452 October .1904 to CTF 78, info CT1'
79.
C** H• 77 T 78 TBS Voice Radio Mes" 20V726 Octot.*4 ,19" to CTF "9. info
CTG 79.2.

* •CTU 79.6.1 TBS Voica Radio Message ýX-OO Ct•o•er 19%4 to CITG
79.-2, CTG 79.4, info CTF 78, cTM 79,
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CTP 715
Cl-tober 20th

fato.e•dnte with his basic zeirgmant schelule*.

At 1A15 WA was relieved to learn that th4 three LST, a with
poft"ooB CamaQ1wYs W.42 final~ly ancborwd off R W Snukc. 4*

It seew likely tQ% the ten LCT' s frm TY 79 alo arrived
about this tia. for CTF 78 la his action report stktsd that it was not unatl
late nn D-day that mW of the pontoon caeways and LCT' s arrived in the
northern a&eo.** He does not eppear to have used either the LCT's or the

Sponoon causeways until ths foflowig morning.

At •,•45 LANG reported for duty from TO 7T.3 and asa.•wd
patrol dut,ý.s near Capines Point, Saamr-.

By 2112 all of his tranncorts then depart'-g-twelve APA's
(YAlb=$~ OWST~, LEE1)T~MU, DuPAGN., FIUMER ELMORE, WAINE, LFAWARD WOW,~
-PKRCE, JAiE3 O'HA•A, IARM-L-, WMTAeE) &nd three AP's (JOHN LAN)],
LA SALLE, H124LD OF TNE HOLMUNG)--ere standing out of San Pedro Bay toward
the rndezvous poeition,"* but, owizg to delay in departure of several
Lransport•, did nut effect finazl ntndezvous until abou. 0415 the following
morning.***

EV the end of the d&7 CTF 78 had met his D.-day commitments
with the exception of the complete unloading uf his LST s. This was
because (a) •oue of the twelve LST's assiFged to MG 78.1 (LST 466 had
caiý for both beaches a-zd therefore e.t this point is included tith TG
78.1) did not cmence unloading their troops or their cargoes this day
and (b) although all of the thirteen LUT's assigned to CrG 78.2 wore
beached and had continned unload.ing throughout the night, they likewise
did Dot succeed in completely discharging their bulk cargo until the
following .orning. A bbauhhsad had been secured and the transports and
LSD' s had been unloaded on schedule. Based on the expected loading
(about1 1300 troops in each APA or AP and 500 i1 ench LST-rno exact figures
are available) a total of approximately 32,050 troops and about 20,350 tons
of the scheduled 26,400 tons of supplies and equiupent had been* laded

* CTF 78 Dispatch 200852 October 1914 to CT6's 78.2 & 78.3, C` 78.1.3

info CTF '7, CTG 78.5; also CTF W8 Ope-ation Plan No. 101-44, Annex
B, Serial 0006, October 3rd, 1944; also Action Report CTG 78.3,
Report of Panaon Group, SeriaJ 00.9, undated (probably early
Noveber 1944).
Action Report CTG 79.6.11, Periom Octo; ir 20th - 24th, 1944, Serial
03-. 4 4, Oc,.ober 3l1t, 194h

-*** Action Report CTF 78, Ley~e Operatior, Serial C0•?U, Novewber loth,

1944, page 22.
**V* Action Report FATME, Leyte, Philippine Islands Operaticn, Serial

055, October 23rd, 1944.
*54*• Acti.n 'i nort SCHROED1K, 0)arationA against Leyte, October 13th.

23id, 19".4, ,erial 047, October 25tn, 1914; also Action Repo'.qt
CTU 78.1.3 (CCCKTRtAN1W 24), Leyte Assault, 3erial 0200, October
2,4th, 1944.
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CTG 78,1
October 20th

across tht northern beaches. (6/)50 toni of supplies and approximately
5,500 troops -in eleven LS2's of TG 78.1 ha, -ot as yet been unloaded).*
%mk resistarce an the gmil b,%d been comparatively light and was oonfined
principally to the tWW Beach area. There had been no damage to the forces
by enmy aircraft,

It is to be noted that, although he had prepared a veiy
elaborate and oaprehansive mmoke plan, he did .ot, on this day, use smoke,
He felt, posibly because his AP/APA's and LSU's were unloaded and making
prorations to depart prior to thk- c€it" "'2. dusk period when air attacks
were likely and vaoke iou3d provide the beat protection to his forces, that
there was no occasion to execute the moke plan.

THIS DECISION (NOT TO AUtOMATjCALLY W(PLOY THIS SMOKE PRO-
TETION AT THIS TIME, Vz DID CTF 79 FOR IHE SOUTHERN ATTACK FX)RCE) IS
OUNSID•ED UXW,-&, FOR EM THOUGH EVEP1 AiR ATTACKS WERE OF A MINOR NATURE
AD HAD CAUSED NO DAMAGE TO HIS kufCES OH T,,IS DAY, WAS IT NOT APPARENT THAT
(A) RADAR OOVeMAGE, FIGHIER PROTIXTION AND ANTIAIRCRAFT DaFNSES WhRE NOT
ADEQUATE 0DWPLETELY TO INSURE HIS FORCi3 AGAINST THE XFiXTS OF kV•EWf AIR-
CRAFT TOPIeO D BDL..NG A'.'ACKS 5ID (B) THESE AIR ATTACKS MIGHT MATERIALIZE
WITt SUPFkiCIENT WARNING TO EVEPTE EFFEXTIVr21Y THE SMOKE PLAN? FURTHER
DISCUSSION OF THE REQUIRISENT FOR AND USE OF SMOKE APPEARS UNDER "OPERATIONS
OF CTF 79 (CcOwD• S3UTHMN ATTACK ýORCE), OCTOBER 20TH".

(a) Operations of CTG 78.1 (Palo Attack Group), October

The task of landing on RED Beach the TWY-FUUOdT,
Iafantry Division, less the TWENTY-FIRST Infantry Regiment, which was to be
landrd at P"e'-o, had beet assigned to CTG 78.1, in BLUE RIDGE, who, as has
been mentioned previously, was also CTF 78. For this paupose, he had been
allotted eight transports, three cargo ships, twelve LST13, three LSD's,
three Lw!.r, ftwe screening destroyers, and a nmuber, of control and support
craft (PC's and LCI's). The unloading plan envisaged the complete debarkation
of the initial assault troops and the unloading af their associated stores,
supplies, and equAipment from the transports, LST's and LSD's in time for
thesse siv to depart from the objective area prior to. the end of D-day.

At 0640 the JOHN RODGkRS departed formation anA headed

A * Avjseareh hav failed to disclose whether o.- not any of the troops
(anm sd on the L3TIs of TG 78.2 were unloaded on this day. The best
evidence indicates that only LST 452 wao unloaded.

** All information here, except as otherwise indicated, obtained from
Action Report CTF 78, Leyte Operation, Serial 00911, Noveaber 10th,
194&; also CTF 78 Operation Plan go. 101-44, Seri" 000X , COctober 3rd,
1944; CTG 78.1 Attack Ordor No. 1-44, 3eriaý OCOI, October 7th, 1944;
Action Report CTU 78.1.3, Leyte Asesault, Serial 0200, October 24th,
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CTG 78.1
October 2Oth,

for her patrol station in cnter *cree (Plate VYII) vr s• e s to patrol
the northern and of the patool line. She we d*Ayed In her arrival by a
suaaria. contact made by the AUWWSO trn TO 79.4 (in oocpMr with the
AI sC , ase finally arrived on station at 124..)*

At 064%, upon execution of the sipal doploy by CTF
78, hi. forems proeeded as directed in the deployment plan and his attack
order,, This attack order among other things, directed CTU 78.1.3
(Coaimndr Transport taitt to (a) &snme operational control of the cortral
mat (TU 78.1.7), the LOT Unit (TU 78.1.4) and the LSK Unit (TU 7a.1.5),
at (b) direct the shlWp..-sbowe movement and beaching of 2anding amft.

Thum, the details of immdiate supervision of the
landing operation at M) Beach were deleated to Commnder Transport Unit
(TU 78.1.3). CT0 78.1 thereby though not relieved of this responsibility,
could none the lose act in his capacity as CTF 78 in order to view and
coordinate as necessary the operations at both MLD and WHITM Beaches.

asBy 0810 he observed that all ships were in their

assigned anhorages and that the transports bad c lowering bt to
disembark personnel of the T1WET-FOUR1H Infantry Division,

At 092D (ao CV? 78) In confired the lading hour. At
this tine Comnder Control Unit for RM Beach reported on station.

At 0943 the first boat wave of a&P^ult troops left the
7'ne of departure.

Just prior to 1000 he learned from Commanuer Control
Unit that ensn fire wa laniing as far out ,to 400 yards frce the beach.
Despite this, the first wave landed on RED Beach on schedule.

At 1007, after the second wave had la4ed, troops on
RSD Beach were reported 300 yards inland with no return fire. Shortly
thereafter, Comminder raitrol Unit reported conditions on thm beaches "very
good with tr noz havin gone ashore in only two feet of water."

At 1055, with the beachhead reportaed secured, his
Womiandor Transport Unit (CTU 78.1.3) ordered 'RANSDIV' a SIX and TWEMT-FOMI
to got underway to new pGoAt.tons closer to the beach, as planned to
facilitate unloading.

Also at 1055 the L•T Unit (wave namber twelve), con-
sisting of all twolvi LST's (nly six63 T's were originally scheduled for
this wave), proceedad fros the lize of de.partir toward the beach at two-
thirds speed (about seven knots)."

SAction Report JOHN RUM S, Leyt* OpC *tion, Serial 092, Noveaber 5th,
1944.

M Action Report CTU 78.1.4 (CCOKLIM P 20), Leyte Operation, No Serial,
Noveaber let, 1944; also Action Riport crU 73.1.7 (Commamaer ControlSUnit), Leyte Ope:ation, No Soria!, ovember lot, 1944.
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CTG 78.1
October ZDth

As the LST's approached the beach they observed what
appeared to be a limited area just off the beach on their left flank
covered by enemy artillery and mortar fire. Upon entering this field of
fire LST, a 171, 181, 452 and 456 were bit. About a quarter of a mile from
the beach all LST's, excepting LST 452, grounded on a sandbar which bad
not been detected by earlier reconnaissance (notably by the UDT's) the
previous day. LST 452, which had increased speed to flank upon being hit,
managed, because of this increase of speed, to completely pass over this
sandbar, subsequently beached successfully and comenced unloadig.e*

All of the other LST' had eight - ten feet of water at
the ramp. This was not acceptable for unloading without LCT'. and pontoon
causeways, which were not available within TF 78 at this time.

At 1125 CTG 78.1, observi•g the above situation and
realizing that the LSTs were in an exposed position, advised that they be
retracted.

IN THIS CASE, AS CTF 78, HE LATER POINTED OUT "IWOB-
MATION OBTAINED BY MACH RXCOKNAISSANCE PARTIES ON D-1 DAY WAS ACCURATE AT
THE POINTS OF DETE TIO BUT THE CONCLUSIONS DRAWN TH1ERFIK WERE

ROBDOUS IN THAT THE DEPTHS REPORTED WE THE DT!S OF UNDULATIONS AND
THEM WAS INSUFFICIENT DEPTH AT THE CREST TO PERIT BEACHING OF LST'IS".

WHILE HE DOES NOT GIVE HIS REASONS FOR BEING SO CEITICAL
OF THE REPORTS OF THE UT'S SINCE, AS HAS BEEN PREVIOUSLY STATED, HE
EXPECTED SHAW14 GRADIENTS, REEFS AND SHOALS, IT IS PRESUMED THAT HIS
CRITICI!KS WERE BASED ON THE FACT THAT, DESPITE THIS, (A) HE HAD NOT
EXPECTED HIS LST, S TO BE GROUNDED AT SUCH A DISTANCE FROM THE BEACH AND
(B) HAD HE HAD CORRECT REPORTS FROM THE UDTS, HE MIGHT HAVE MADE CZAN(GS
IN THE (1) BALLASTING OF HIS 149T'S ANTD (2) SPEE OF APPROACH.

UDT DOCTRINE AT THIS TIME, AND CURRENTLY (1957), PRO-
VIDES THAT SUCH RECONNAISSANCE INCLUDE THE APPROACHES FROM THE THmU-FATHOI
LINE INSHORE TO THE HICGI-ATER MARK.** IN THIS CASE THE POSITTON O THE
THREE-FATHCK LIKE WAS NOT ACCURATELY DETERMINED. INSTEAD, THE LD' S
CO•INCED THEIR SOUNDINGS FROM 250 - 200 YARDS MR THE BEACH AND REPITEID
(A) "UM FIFTEEN FEV1T OF WATER AT THIS POINT" AND (B) "WATER VERY DIRTY
WITH WUNDEIATER VISIBILITY NEAR ZERO".** THEREFORE, WITH NO PREVIOUS
INDICATION OF THE AFCW1(f1IO*ED SANDBAR (ABOUT ONE QUARTER OF A NILK OFF
SHORE) THE TEAMS INCORRECTLY ASSIMED THAT THE GRADIENT FRC4 THEIR POINT OF
DEPARTURE TO SEAWARD WAS SIMILAR TO THAT DETZRr INED BY THEIR SOUNDINGS
TAKEN AS THEY APPROACHED THE BEACH. THIS INCORRECT ASSUMPTION RESULTED IN
INCORRECT INFORlMATION BEING PROMiDRD CTF 78 So THAT HE WAS WOT ABLE TO MAKE
THOSE CHANGES IN irIS PLANS REQUIRED BY THIS NEW SITUATION.

* Action Report L.T 452, Leyte Operation, No Serial, October 27th 1944.
-•- Underwater Demolition Teams In Amphibious Operations (NWI*P 22-41,

Departuenrt of the Navy, Office of the Chief of Naval Operations,I February 195319 paragraph 3111.
*** Action Raep rt UDT 9, Leyte Opjratlon, No Serizl, November 3rM, 1944.
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MT 78,2
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?HIS MUf IZS THE N= IT FOR THCRiCUH AND ACCURATE
RCOUAISSL C• OF TM SNAWAK) APP9ACiM TO TO LANMDG MIUCS.

During the afternoon he noted the following item. of
interest in connoction with the progress of the landing opentioas: (a)
1215, the tranports anchored in their new positions (closer to the boch),
(b) 1230, conditions were favorable for unloading of *mneral cargo and
LS('s reported to the transports to take vehicles, (c 1330, ;LD's had
discharged LOG' and equipment,, (d) 1430, C.G. TIMT-FOURTH Infantry
Division asasumed command ashore, (o) 1445, Commander Control Unit reported
unloading at the beaches was progressing satisfactorily (this did not
include the =nloading of the LST's), (f) 1700, the awoe boats, which had
been stationed 400 yards to the windwrd of their own ships, were recalled
having had no occasion to cover the ships (see discussion of the use of
smke this day under CT? 78 and CT? 79) and (g) 1725, DuPACE finished
discharging cargo thus ameplating the assigment for all shipas, (except the
LST' s) scheduled to depart this day, The following ships had now completed
discharging cargo (a) eight transports (FAYETTE, CWSBY, LIDSTOW, DuPAGZ,
FIULE, KAM , WAYNE, JOHN LAND), and (b) three LSD's (EPPIN FO•3T,
CARTE HALL and GUNSTOH HAIL).

By the end of the day CTG 78.1 had completed unloading
about 12,650 troops but only about half of the 13,500 tous of cargo
scheduled to be unloaded that day (the LST'e carried 5,500 troops and 6,050
tons of cargo) and, with the exception of the troops and the cargo
discharged by the IMT 452, none of the troops and cargo in the IST' s apear
to have been discharged until the following day.*

Personnel casualties and damage to landing craft incidm*
to the ship-to-shore eov nt were confined primarly in the area on the
left flank of the beach and the approaches thereto. here the eso kept
up a light but continuous ortar, artillery and sniper fire throughout the
day. It is estimated that the above casualties numsred nineteen killed
and 115 movnded.**

Wb Opoertionis of CTG 78.2 (Son Ricardo Attack Group),
October 20th,*

* Action Report CTh 78.1l.4'~irE (C 2), Leyte Operation, No Serial,
November lot, 1944; also Action Report CTU 78.1.7 (C nder Control
11nit), Leyte Operation, So Serial, November let, 1944.

** Action Report CTU 78.1.3 (•MCT•AMIV 24), Leyte Assault, Serial 0200,
October 24th, 1944; also Action Report LST 181, Palo, Leyte Island,
P.I., Mo Serial, October 28th, 1944; Action Report LST 452, Leyte
Operation, No Serial, October 27th, 194.

a4I* All Information here, except as otherwise ind cated, obtained from
Action Report CTG 78.2, Leyte Operation, Seri&I 005, November 29th,
1944; also CTG 78.2 Attack Order Mo. 1-44, Serial 00045, October 10th,
1944.
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CTG 78.2 7

October 20th

CTG 78.2, in the FRUIOUT, had been assigned the task
of landing the FIRST Cavalry Division on WHITE Beach. For this purpose
he had been allotted eight AP/APA's, two AKA's, two LSD's, fourteen LST's,
nine L[$3S,, four screening destroyers, and a nmaber of control and support
craft.

His unloading plan, similar to that of CTG 78.1,
envisaged the complete debarkation of the initial assault troops and the
unloading of their associated 3tores, supplies and equipment from the
transports, LST's and LSD's in time for these ships to depart from the
objective area prior to the end of D-day.

At 0552 he learned that the HARRIS had fouled a aine
in her port paravane as a result of which she had hauled clear of the
transport formato. (At this time the HARRIS was in the vicinity of
Point "Cu in tUW"Tacloban - Dulag Approach Channel (Plate IV)). At 0640
he learned that she had cleared the mine and had comienced returning to
station (about four miles ahead) at fifteen knots.

At 0645, upon execution of the signal deploy by CTF
78, he watched his forces proceed in ti channel east of Kariquitdaquit
Island to their assigned areas in accordance with his Attack Order No. 1-44.
THIS ATTACK == DID NOT, AS DID THAT OF CTG 78.1, DELEGATE OPERATIONAL
CONMTL OF ERTAIN UNITS TO A SUBORDINATE CONMAND; ACC(RDIUIMY, CTG 78.2,
WHO HAD RETAIMED CONTROL, COULD DEVOTE HIS ATTENTION EXCLUSIVELY TO THE
DETAILS Of THE SHIP-TO-SHORE MiOV9W AT WHITE BEACH. IT WilJ. BE NOTED
THAT THIS PRACTICE VARIED WITHIN AND BXTWZEN TASK FORCES AND WAS LET TO
THE DI3SCTION C THE GOUP COMOANDIR CONCERNED. CURRENTLY, THE REC09EM
METEK IS, IN MaMAL, THAT WHICH WAS EKPLOYED HE&E BY CTG 78.2. HOMEVER,
THIS (1957) METHOD PROVIDES THAT, UPON CaNPLETION OF THE LANDING OF THE
SCHEDULED ASSAULT WAVES AND WHEN THE SITUATION ON THE BEACH PER=TS AND AT
SUCH TIME AS THE ATTACK GROUP COK4ANDER DIRECTS, THE CONTROL OF THE
RNAISM OF THE SHIP-TO-SHORE MOVEKENT AND THE NL.OADING IS TPANSFERRED TO
THE TRANSPORT GROUP (OR UNIT) COHM4NDER.*

At 0715 he observed that the approach channel to WHITE
Beach had been blocked by a group of YN's m weeping across channel and by
cruisers of the fire support group that had stopped behind them, as a
result of which the transports wort forced to slow and stop until 0731 when
the channml was cleared.

30, that he doubted his ability to meet the scheduled

landing hour and recoinnded changing the time of larndin to 1030. At

* Ship-to-Shor Movement NIP 6), Department of the Navy, Office of the
Chief of Naval Operations, August 1953, Paragraph 203, Pages 2-3,4,
Paragraph 570, Page 5-46, and Paragraph 572, Page 5-48; also the
Amphibious Task Force Plan (NWIP 22-1), Department of the Navy, Office of
the Chief of Naval Operations, Febrmary 1953, Paragraph 3.b.(6), Page

9-50.
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0920 he received a voice radio reply to this recoendation stating that
*it ma too late to change the landing hour, do the best you can."

With dispatch and efficiency in hoisting out his boats,
debarking his troops, and forming his assault waves in the boat assembly
areas, he was able not only to make up for the tLe lost but also to land
on schedule at 1000.

Smetime after 0900 the JEWINS assumed Radar Picket
Station No. Ome, as Radar Picket and standby Fighter Director Ship for
TF78.

Contrary to reports from the underwater deolition
teams, he discovered that WHITE Beach was generally unfavorable (though not
as completely unapproachable as we RED Beach with the intervening sandbar)
for beaching LST' s and he found it necessary to beach those ships on the
northern end and to the northwrd of this area. This had the unhappy
result that he (a) ws unable to beach all of his thirteen LST, s until 1511,
instead of at 1100 as planned, and (b) therefore could not entirely complete
unloading as shewduled on D-day.

At 1240 he knew that C. G. FIRST Cavalry Division had
left the FRKAONT and at 1430 he knew that that commander had taken oomeand
ashore .*

During the afternoon he was pleased to learn that his
two LSD's (OAK HILL, WHITE MARSH) and the seven transports (LEONARD WOOD,
PIERCE, JAMES O' HARA, LA SALLE, HARRIS, BARNSTABLE, HERALD OF THE MORNING)
had experienced no difficulty in unloading and were prepared to leave the
area at 1400 and 1830, respectively. His flagship the FREMONT, which did I
not unload completely, remained in the area.

He knew by dark that his support and control units had
withdrawn to anchor in the eastern part of San Pedro Bay; that his Fire
Support Units remained in their assigned areas for call fire and night
harassing fire, and that his LST' s remained at the beaches to continue
their unloading.

Enmq air opposition to the landings was limited to one
desultory atttck by an enemy twin-engine plane that dropped a bomb on the
LST formation at 0620 without inflicting any damage.

By tho end of the day CTG 78.2 had unloaded a total of
18,900 troope and a large portion of the scheduled 12,900 tons of supplies
and equipment across WHITE Beach.**

* Action Report FRIMO*r, Leyte Operation, Serial 00555, November 2Oth,
1944.

S* Action Report CTF 78, Leyte Op ration, Serial 00911, November 10th,
1944, Paragraph 46 (UrIloading).
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CTU 77.2.1 and
CTG 77.3
October 2•th

(c) Operations of C'ru 77.2.1, CTG 77.3 and Certain
Other Destroyers, October 20th.

(1) Operations of CTU 77.2.1 (T!"r. Suport Unit
North).

At 0415 CTU 77.2.1 (CCIOATDIV THREE), with TU
77.2.1 consisting of MIS3ISSIPPI, WEST VIRGINIA, MARYLAND and AULICK-which
had retired during the night with CTG 77.2--departed CTG 77.2 for his fire
support areas off the northern beaches.*

At 0630 he was rejoined by the CONY and, at
0650 by the SIGouRm, which had been conducting night harassing fire of±
the northern beachsv.**

At 0700 he reported to CTF 78 for duty and
immediately thereafter commenced scheduled bombardaent wherein his
destroyers generally fired counter battery.*

At 0750 he was advined by CTF 78 that the fast
carriers would strike the beaches from 0830 to 0845 and was directed to
place Plan VICTCR in effect during that time.***

At 0830 he queried CTF 78 as to whether or not
the air strikes scheduled for this time had been completed and received a
reply in the ngative.*** Becamoe of this he did no firing on targets re-
quiring a saximum ordinate greater than 1,000 feet. This matter is discuss-
ed more fully under "Operations of CTF 78, October 'ith".A

At &pproximately 0900, his task unit havi.ng
completed its scheduled bambardment of the beaches, he retired his ships to
the southern part of FS Area '1G and stood by for call fires. He was
relieved by the units of TG 7', 3.* Mcanwhile, his iieavy ships reccvered
and reservic*d aircraft. Only twuo ot! his ships--the CONY avi SIGOUlRNEY-
fired call fires, and this was for phosphorous shells at 1253 *A

During the early evening he directed (a) his
battleships to anchor in lower SAn Pedro Bay, and (b) his destroyers either
to lie to or to screen the battleships.****

1,. accordance %ith these instructions (a)

* Action Report CCKBATDiV 3 (CTU 71.2.1), Bombardadent of and Fire
Support Miision on Lyte island, P.I., Serial 0166, October 29th, 194.

S* Deck Logs COKY and ?IGOURNEY, October 20th, 1944.
*** Second Endorsesent I)y OTF 78 to Action Report CTU 71.2.1], Bombarduent

of and Fire Support K~iasion on Leyte Island, P."., 3ri&i 0166,
October 29th 19"4.

"*** War DiMAry ( *ATDI'f 3, October 20th, 1944.
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CTG 77.3

October 20th

a11 three battleships anchored prior to midnight,* (b) the AULICK and CONY
lay to in FS Area DOG in the vici•ity of the battleships,** and (c) the
SIGOURNEY patrolled in the same area.**

(2) Operations of CrG 77.3 (Close Covering Group),
October 20th.

CTG 77.3 with TG 77.3 consisting of the PHOKNIX,BOISE, AUSTRALIA, SffOW3HIR•, HUrCHIS, W~ALK, HACHK DALY,, KTLT, XWNTA,
WARRDM plus the MU•RRAY, entered Leyte Gulf with TF 78 and, at 0645,
when in the vicinity of San Pedro Bay, was detachedi. At 0700 he directed
his units to proceed to assigned fire support areas and to carry out the

bombardamnt schedules. In accordance with these instructions, the cruisers
of TG 77.3 cammeneed their scheduled bombard.ent. In doing so, they
followed TU 77.2.1 which at 0900 had cowpleted its bombardment and bad
commenced its scheduled retirement. They continued this bombardment until
0945 at which time the PHONIX, BOISE and AUSTRALIA, having completed their
scheduled bombardment, lay to in FS Area DOG for call or counterbattery fire.
The SIHOPSHIRE also lay to in this area, but, since she hal additional
schedi•ld bombardments to fire she was not awaiting call fires at this time.

At approximately 0925 the destroyers of TG 77.3,
plus the MURRAY, commnced their scheduled bombardments. At 0955 those
destroyers, which were firing at the landing beaches and had no assigned
targets at this time, ceasrA firing. However, the ARUNTA, KILLE and
WARRAKUNA, which had targets in other than beach areas, shifted fizes to
the new targets. The ARUNTA commenced scheduled fires &gain at 0955 and
ceased firing at 1100, the XILLN at 1005 and ceased firing at 1015, and
the WARRAMU•A at 1010 and ceased firing at 1110.

After this firing the four destroyers-H-TCHINS,
BACHN, DALY and KIL N-operatqd in F3 Area ABLE prepared to render fire
support to the ground troops on call. After dark the BACHE, and DALY
(assigned to night support work)-"* "r the HUTCHINS anchored in "S Area
ABLI while the KILLEN at 2115 relieved the MURRAY in FS Area DOG.

During the early afternoon the WARRAMUNGA and
ARUNTA, which remained in FS Area DOG, fired call fires generally toward
the town of Palo. At 1430, having been relieved by the HARRISON and McKEe
of TG 78.1, they snifted Ktatilc to FS Area CHARLIE, where they stood by
for call fires throughout tho night but none were required.I

The P.4EWIX fired several counterbattery missiorm

"* Deck Logs MARYLAND, MISSI3SIPPI, WEST VIRGINIA, October 2Dtn, 1944.
i ** Deck Logs CONY and SIGWOUREY, October Wth, 1944.
** Acýion Report CG 78.2, Leyte Operation, Serial 085, Wovember 29th,

1944.
ampE Action Report ARUNTAJ. Battile for Leyte Gulf, October 17th -24th,

1-944.
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October 20th

during the afternoon, then anmbored at 1854 in FS Area DOG;* the BOISE,
uhich had fired several call re missions during the day, also anchored in

FS Area DOG at 1908;** the AUSTRALIA continued to lie to in Area DOG but had
no fire support missions; the SHROPSHIRE fired several scheduled missions
rnd then at 1158 ceased firing but rmained in FS Area DOG for call fire.***

(3) Certain Destroyers.

(a) The McKEE and HARRIMSOM which entered Leyte
Gulf with TF 78 arrived in FS Area CHAILIE at approxiaately 0710 and during
the forenoon fired at selected targets in Lipata, Soumar. At approximately
1258 the firings were €copleted. At 1348 the MNeo proceeded to F3 Area DOG
and relieved the ARUNTA there while, at approximately 1430, the HARRISON
relieved the WARRUMWGA. At 1825 the McE harvin been ordNred to Join the
ARIAD•E from TG 78.3 for retirement from Leyte Gulf, readesvoused with that
ship.

(b) The PLETCHM and LA VALLEM which entered
Leyte Gulf with TG 78.2, arrived in FS Area BAKER at approximately 0800 and
remained there throughout the day. Neither of these destroyers did any
frinrg against shore targets.

(d) Operations of CTG '18.3 (Panron Attack Group),
October 20th.*

At the start of the day CM 78.3, in the HUGHLS with
the ARIADNE in company, was patrolling in the vic!".siy of Point NS? (Plate
IV) awaiting arrival of the Panaon Attack Group (TO 78.3), which be ws to
oommd. It will be recalled that his mission wa to land the WENTY-FEIRST
Infantry Regiment Reinforced, together with its supplies and equipment, on
(hID Beaches ONE and TWO and to provide air and gunfire support to the
landings in order to seize control of the Panaon Strait area. The Commander
Support Aircraft me in the HUGHES.

At 0200 he intercepted a voice rodio message frm
CT? 78 directing the transports, screen, LCI' s and PC's of the Panaon Attack
Group to proceed as previously directed. At about the same time he observed
these units on his radar screen, bearing 0600(T), distant 10,500 yards,
indicating that their entry into Leyte Gklf had been made ahead of schedule.

Action Report PH IX, B rdnt of Tacloban Area, Leyte Island,

P.I., October 20th, and Subsequent Actions in Leyte Gulf, October
21st, 22nd, 23rd and 24th, 3,944, Serial 090, October 25th, 191.

SDock Log BOISE, October 20th, 1944.
SAction Report 3HROPSHIRE, Report of Bombardment of Leyte Island,

Philippines on October 20th, 1944, Serial Uc125i/194, November 20th,

1944.SAll information. here except as ottiorwi~se Ir~lcated obtailned from
Action Report, CTG 78.3, Report of Pana:n Group, SeriAl 0019, undated

S(probably early Meotvpr 1944).

***Al nfrato er xcp a terie47lcae nobtane froml
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At 0215 he was Joined by the following units of the
Pamaon Attack Group: I.I' s (Australian) (MANOORA, KANIMELA, WESTRALIA);
DD's (RINGGW (F), SIGSBES SC•ROEDER (FD), DASHIELL) and PC's (1122,
1123), LCI(C)is (68, 70 (F)%, LCI(R)gs (31 (F), 342), LCI(D) (29).

At 0230 he requested permission frm CTF 78 (CTF 78
at 0346 correctly forwarded the request to CT? 77 for decision)* to advance
the GMEEN Beach landing-hour to 0930 (originally scheduled for 1000). This
request ms granted.

At 05Z? the LANG ana STACK, aear+.%i --ep U"it SI

(T93,u 39, 49, 52, 3A0(F), 342), arrived in t. ii.j-nlport area off GREEN
Beach** and at 0627 Sweep Unit SIX couenced seping t1e t..r--n-ort area.
At 0914 tbe minesweeping was completed, with gative results.M**

At 0700 he decld-d to cancel the scheduled pre-land-
ing bombardment for the following reasons: (a) i-.-l+igence information he
had received trom guerrilla sources while en route to the objective area
reporting no Jcpanese on Panaon Island had been confirmed during the night
by two Filipino patriots who had boarded his flagship the previous evening
and who he had reason to believe were reliable and (b) he had been directed
by C=(1jAMSPAC that, where practicable, wiless essential to insure military
succlOest, to avoid naval gimfire on the native villages or in areas where
the ratives might suffer unnecessarily.

He therefore directed hiE fire support unite Lo take
their firing stations but not to firn unless enemy counterbattery wQo

encontered or call fire was requested by the shore fire control party.

THIS DECISION TO LAW) HIS TROOPS WITHOUT CONDUCTING
THE IXICMDULED PRELIMINARY BOKBARMD"S WAS CORRECT AND WAS IN ACCORDANCE
WITH (A) THE SPIRIT OF CCMSOCZPACIS I&TTRUCTIONS AND (B) HIS OWN IMH NT
AUTHORITY AS A TASK GROUP CCOG DER OF AN ASSAULT LANDING OPERATION WHICH
WAS (1) MUCH SMALLER IN SCOPE THAN THE LANDINGS OF DULAG AND TACLOBAN AND
(2) SEPARATED•Y) S34E F•w,.-.Y ,FIVE MILES FRO( THE DILAG LANDING.

HOWEVER IT WOULD BE INTERbSTING TO KNMl' WHI HE DID
NOT INFORM CTF 77 OR CTF 78 (HIS IMMEDIATE SUPtRI(,) OF HIS CHANGE IN PLAN.

ITT NOT INTENIDD HjXI 1,0 IMPLY ANY RESTRICTION ON
THE EXERCISE OF INITATIVf ON THE PART OF A!, ATTACK GROUP COMMANDER SHOULD A
FAVORABLE OPPORTUNITY ARISE. HOWEVER, IT IS INTENDED TO PCIW'NT OUT CURRENT
DOCTRINE WHICH PROVID)S TRAT SUBORDItAT&,, SHoULD ALWAYS KEEP THEIR

SUP~IWORS INFOiOIED.W**

CTF 78 Dispatch 19184 ýc Otober 1944 to CTG 77.
** War Diary LAWS, october 20th, 1944.
*** Deck Log YMS 340, October Wth, 1944.
1- om Naval Warrare (1WP 10), Department of the hav.Y, Office o0 the Chief

of Naval Operatioas, 1954, Chapter 6, Paragraph 601.
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At 0712 fighter direction dxuties ware assumed b7
the SCHROEDER at Point OTT wtwre ahe took control of the CAP of twelve 7F
assigned to the Panaoks Attack Gm~p,* During this time the only enemy
activity In 9pposition to the lezdingas occurred at 0,.23 'en an army-type
fighter dropped a bomb rear the LCI(R) 31 without caiaing uny duege.

At 0845 CTG 78.3 exec%%ted the signal to land the
landing forces at 0930. This was done and tha landing for~es rea•heI GBM
Beaches ONE and TWO on schedule w1thovt Qpposition, being mt. there b)
nmerous friendly natives who thronged tne .

At ll0O the Regimental CmnwWder assumed comuarA of
the ground forces ashore.** Also at 1 0O) all transports w3re dirented to
unload bulk cargo.

At 1138, in accordance with the bao•c wovm-3nt
schedule, the ARIADNE, which had cocipleted discharging troops and cargo,.
departed the Peamon area.

At 1200 a delay 1n unloading the hulk eargo (general
unloadirg) occurred because the Army nuloadirg trc•),e stopped Tor lunch,
As a result,, twenty-four LCVP' s collected near the conatol v9esels, This
vas an uidesirable situation which was qvickly rectified wien tht n•ture
of the delay becaae known.***

IT SHCULD BE POIhTED OUT HERE YFAT DEL4YS OF T19
ABOVE NATURE SHOULD NOT BE PEkMITIT TO OCCUR IN ASSAULC OPERATIONS.
PRE.SENT DAY DOCTRINE STATES THAT GENERA•L UiLO&DIWG, WlIC=i IS INITIATED hY
THE AKPHIETOUS TASK FORCE CO4MAND&R ON THE RECaMAMf1QMN (F THE AMPHIBIOUS
TROOP COANIER, IS THE UbKVADING OF' UNIT3 )ND CARGO FRrM THE TR06P•RTING
SuIPS AS RAPIDLY AS FACILITIES ON THE BEACH (CAN HANDLE TH•IM.**** TfS MEANS
THLT THE AMPHIBIOU1S TROOP CCMNANDER IS PREPARKD TO .ANDDZ UNITS AND CARGO
AS RAPIDLY A;S -9CEIVED. ALTHOUGH THL SITUATION AT LPILX. •'FCPJ WHERE TiE
LAYMIJNG HAD BEEN UNOPPOSED, WAS RELATIVELY STABLE, THE GrsXETh, SITUATION IN
THE AREA WAS NOT AS YET SO STABLE. AS TO POKYT UFUESSARY DELAYS ]IN Thi
RlECEPrION OF STORY.S ON V4Y ORE BEACH.

At 1555 the ARIADNE readezvoused in týe vicinity of
Point "C', (Plate IV) with the destroyers STACK and LAND, and tu &PDM's
CRDSBY and KILTY. At 170• the LLD1 s OAK HDL, EPPING FOREST, CARTER HALL,S GUNSTOX HALL and WHITE KARSH joined; at this time the Coombndung Officer

* - War Diary 3CHROELKR, October 20Xth, 1944.
** Lieute~nwt Colonel Fredtrick R. Weber, USA.

* hActiou Report CTG 78.3, Report of Panaon Group, Serial (X)19, tudated
(probably early November 1944).

*4* Amphbiioua Oierations (NWP 22), Department of the Navy, ,ff lue- of the
Chief of %vadl Cperation5, Section 1765, InitIOltiou and Control of
G~neral Unloading.
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CTO 18.5
Qctober 2fth,

ARO fomed TG 769 and deprt.ed for Hol!ezdia in accordance with CT? 78I ~ instrwt, ona.*

--- y IM CT ?8.3s having 3aampleted unload,9
(approximately 3,900 troops ;ud 1,500 tme of supplies and oquipmwnt),*r,
d eparted the ParAon area in compq with hic transporta and eeo'rt unit loss
the DASHIML, which he had ordered to riain off the beach area to provide
antixircraft protection until after s~muet and then iejoin, which she did
at 1900.*** He Msded for Potnt EST whore he wao to rendeavous at 2Z0O
with the unlcaded traasports f TF 78 and was to a"sue comaand for ovenmnt
frow Loyte Gulf,*a**

During this time (betwen 1805 and 1825) an enemy
two-enginu land boiber, apparently on a reconnaissance mission, a1 da seeral
rtmu over the formation without attacking and then retimd.**"*

At :U125, LANG, i'dch had been ordered to riajoin
CTF 78, was replaced by MoEE.

At 22D6 CTG WA.3 arrived at the rendbzvous position
but tue expected transports (twelve APAIs anl three AP' a) had not as yet
arriveO. Ho c)8weqewntly awaited tneir arrial in thin viciniy.***1*

(e) Operations cf CTG 78.5 (iarbor Entrance Contrul
Group), October 2Oth.*1W***

CTG 78. 5 in BISBZ, con&inuew to regulate the flow
of traffic through the entrance to Lmyte: GvIf and provide latest information
on swpt area6 of the m'zefield, tlde and current dta, ewd other aids to

uxvigatioxn.

By 0530 all D.ay 13sault forces wern claar of Art*
SýWP and Aafely itride the gvif.

SWar Diry ARIADHX, Oct.oL--or 20th•, •4J; C'V 78 C rtiton Plan 10144,

t '-zx B, Seorial 0008, Oct~ober 3rd, 1944; .CTF 7ý1 Disp~ktch 200)630
0-e - rjr 1944 to .C9&U? 3,, McM, L'-Vo AXIADNE, C1IG 78.3; C.?Y 78
riJitch 200;W 0 October 1944 to CTU 7835.3, info CTGV 78 2, 78., ,
CTF's 77, 79, etco

* £6TH U.S. Army Report of Leyte Operatiouis• Oitaober i7th- D.ctar-
`5th, 1944, Page 106.
Act.iLon Usp~.ort VJRSHI4J.L, (.Octo4bf tr -~ 1944, Sela 613b,
Octaober 25th, 1944.,

•T CF 78 Diesatch AI052 October 194j, to CT11a %78.1 ad 78.3. also
Action RKpoAt CTG 78.3. Report of k-anson Group, Sernal 4W19, ua--

** War Diary SCKKODrRI October 21th ý`4
W •a wo0ry SIGSMb , Oct.ober '?fh, 194,.

;,--a~•..• obin a}•lC"I '78.5,,.. Ro.p.ort or (,Inerati.onm o,,. the Harbor .;.otrarxoa~

Control C. oup, Octobcr IPth 24th, 'gL I o " , No . Nove<. !2nO,

19.4{ 50



(0's 878.6, 78..7
and 74.8
October 20th

At )900 hi3 comwzd as previously planed, wa
augmented b7 four LCIP 0 (43P 344, 430ý, 432$ fy~ TP?78 which Wa. prceeded
ý.o Leyto w1S.th that forcm. He designated these craft &9c dispatch boaty.

-e8rtly b~foe dark he stationed the DIS]WK at.
Point "K" to contrel all outgolmg traffic a"d the GALLUP at Point FIN to
--conrl incoming traffie zAi to assit in routing out;oing shipa (Plate IV).

At this point the oparations of CTG 78.5 W4L11 be
dropped, from further dtarnesuin sin.e his pr~lary mission of routing the
assault foresu thrwuh the enmy ui•,fields &t the entrance to Leyte Gulf
bed boon accceplishO4.

(f) Cperationas of CTG's 78.6, 78.7 and 78.8
(Reinfroraent Group OKE, TWO and TIM), October 2Dth.*

(1) Operations of CTG's 78.6 ami 78.7.

At the bej:inning of the day CTG'a 78.6 and 78.7
wure respectively 385 and 825 miles, tearing 1150 (T) and 125 0(T), fro the
entrance to Leyte Gulf, proceeding along routes ALBATROSS avd SHEALNAT31K
to the objvctive ari.a at nine knots S0o in accordance with the movement
schedule (Plate VI).

At 0200, in accordance with his routing
.zstructions, CTG 78.7 detachad the merchant ships JAMES KING, OVID BUTLER,
EDWARD S. HOUGH and ESCANABA VICTORY to proceed to Kossol. Passage, *scorted
by the SAN PEDRO, which latter vessel was directed to rejoin the formation
as soon as possible after completing 'her eucort assignment.

Nothing further of import&nce o.ccurred this
day and, at midnight, CTG' 1 ?3 6 and 78.7 were bearing respectively
1120 (T) and l.20°(T), distant ],35 and 645 nkles from Layte Gtlf.

(2) Operations of CTr 78.8.

Meanwhile, C77G 78.8 was still in Hollat4ia
making ready to depart for Leyte at 0700 October 23rd.

Action Peport CTG 78.6 (Reinforcement Grxop C-O , Leyte Island
Operation, October 16th - 27th, 1944, Serial 0154, October 31st, 1944;
AAt4oun Report CTG 78.7 (CCOUSTFLOT 14), Attack on Leyte, Serial 086,
ulated (probably early November 1944); Action Report CTG 78.8i (•~~~CORTDIV ýx))(Painforcsment Group THREE ), Ountra hl p•

0iwraition, Serial. 071, November 16th, 1944.
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CT!' 79
October 2Dt-'

(3) Operations of CTF 79 (Southern Attack Forc.),
October 2Dth.*

Before discussing the D-day operations of CT? 79
(0ommander Southern Attack Foroe) it is pertinent to review briefly the
tasks that had been asslutaed hix in oonnection with &U* II. These tasks
were:**

(a) At 1000 on D-day to land the TWMTY-FOURTH Corps,
U.S. SIVTH Arzu, com~osed of the SEVENTH und NII-SIXTH Infantry
Divisions on VIOLET-TELLOW Beaches (Dulag) and ORANCZ-BULU Beaches
(San Jose) respectively.

Included it this corps were two marins artillery
battalions*** and one Marine Headqvweters and Headquarters Bateery, FIFTH
Amphibious Corps Artillery. These uniza, which bad bsen substituted by
CINCPOA for the desigr••ited army artillery units which werf suill enrgaged,
with the enemy in the Marianas, actually did not la" until D+2 daj.H

(b) On arrival at the objective &zea to assume control
of TU 77.2.2 (Fire Support Unit SOUTH) for bombardmentr, night harassing
fire and close fire support on 1-day and subsequent thereto as requ. red.

(c) On D-iay, and subsequent thereto, to control and
direct the operations of UDT Unit South as required.

(d) To control such support aircraft as had been
specifically assigned by CTF 77.

(e) To provide antisubmarlne, antimotor torpedo boat
and antiaircraft protection in own area of responsibility (Plate VIII).

in the furtherance of the abov- assigned tasks he had
organized his forces into two principal attack groups for the main assault
-is., Attack Group ABLE (TG 79.1) to land the 39ENTH Infantry Division on
VIC'"T-YELLOW Beaches in the vicinity of Dulag and Attack Group BAKER
(TG 79.2) to land the N1NETY-,SIXTH Infantry Division on ORANGE-BLUE Beaches

SAction Report CTF 79, Seizre of Leyte, Serial 00323, November 13th,
1944.
CANF SOWESPAC Operations Plan No. 13-44, Serial 00022A, September-
26th, 194.

f I*11TH 155Mi Gun Battalion USMC and 5TH 155WM Howitzer Battalion USLC.
S6TH U.S. Army, Report of Leyte Operation, October 17th - Deceaber

25th, 1944, Chapter VIII, Page 223-224; also Itr of March 28th, 1956
from Colonel C. W. Harriron, USMC, Head Historical Eranch G-3, HQ,
U MC, Washington, D. C. to Colonel R. McC. Tompkins, UM4C, Naval War
College, Newport, R.I.

5 2



I

.........

" \ W

wii

SI m. air

44

L- - "

Ir- 7 {"
l • i• tI • I J7

- £ - t .. . . . ' - - -

qmam

\ 5 i•/ II,! 4- - t
,., o /" ' l



CT? 79

in the vicinity of Sv.n Jose. In cntrmat to CTF ?7 who, in addition t
cmmnding T? 78 also cowaaded TG 78.1, CTF 79 had assigned individuAl
camnmadrs to each of his two task groups, Waile tj 2dwsIJf fun,-tioned as
the ovr*li 1cmander of the Southerr Attack Force in his own separate
flagship, the MOUNT OUIM'S.

THE SKIMT OF THE OBJECTIVE FRO1 YAP O LE209E (DL.CUSE
IN V(LWE I) HAD ENTAILED A RADICAL, CUM IN THE LADING CONDITIUS
E1?OM IN PREPARING FOR THE FO1KSE OPERATION HAD D= :)ISE41 TOWARD
OVEUXXING THE DIFFICULTIES IN CROSSING EXTENSIVE AND DIFFICULT REEFW.
FRINGED BEACHES. EXTENSIVE USE OF AXPHIBIAN VHICLES (DUKWIS) AND TANKS
(LVT'S) HAD BE PLANNED, AND THE INITIAL iZACHING OF LST'S ANG OTHER
LWNDG CRAFT HAD NOT BELN COrMMATEO. ALL THE ASSAUt' UNITS OP THE
AMPHIBI•OS TROOPS WERE TO HAVE BEEN 3AMD IN LST' S AND THE SHIP-TO-SHORE
N CVMUf SWISAGED THE NEWSITY 0F A TRAN3F5R LINM (OT THE REEMS WHERE THE
THOOPS FOLLOkIWG THE INITIAL WAVES WOULD WBAX PU SW I BOATS AND
29-MI&U IN THE LVT, S FOR THE r1 M OVAUf T3 THE BEACH.

THE CONDItiONS AT LET ERE ENTIRELY DIFFERET. TIE
LANDING AMEA CONSIS7ED OF A LONG STRETCH OF MOUTH SANDY BEACHES WITH NO
CORAL PREST WHERE LANDINGS IN SMALL BOATS DIRECTLY ON THE BEACH WERE
POSSIBLE AND LCT' S AND LST IS COULD B BEACHED SUCCESSFULLY. DISPITE THESE
CHMEUD CONDITIONS, CTF 79 AND HIS AMPHIBIOUS TROOP COOIIANDER (C.G. TWENTY-
FOURTH COMPS) AGREED THAT IT WAS IMPRACTICABLE AT THIS LATE DATE (LATE
SEPTIML) TO CHAN(G THE METHOD OF LANDING SINCE THIS WOULD HAVE INVOLVED
NOT ONLY A REDISTRIBUTION OF TROOPS BUT ALSO A CONSIDERABLE SHIFT OF
SUPPLIES AND CARGO ALREADY LOADED IN THE LANDING CRAFT AND TfiNSPORTS.
T O, HE DECIDE:D TO CONDUCT THE LANDINGS ON THE SOUTHIM BEACHES OF
LSTE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE GENERAL SCHEME OF MANEUVER FLANNLD FOR YAP*
WHILE TIE LANDING ON THE NORTHERN BEACHES CONFOED TO THE CONVENTIONAL
(SONESPAC) PATTM OF BEACHING THE LT, S AFTER THE INITIAL ASSAULT WAVES
IN BOATS F"(3 THE TRANSPORTS HAD SECURED A BEACHHEAD.

HE REALIZED THAT THE EMPLOYMENT OF AMPHIBIAN TANKS AND
VEHICLES AS PLANNED FOR THE YAP OPERATION PROVIDED DISADVANTAGES AND
ADVANTAGES. ON THE ONE HAND, IT (A) REQUIRED THE ARRIVAL OF THE LST'S AT
THEIR LAUNCHING AREA OFF THE SOUTHMN BEACHES PRIOR TO OR COINCIDENT WITH
THE TRANSPORTS WITH THE ENSUING DIFFICULTIES IN THE APPROACH, AND (B) WOULD
RESULT I4 SLOWER MOVEMENT OF THE ASSAULT WAVES IN ATTACKING THE BEACH. ON
THE OTAI HAND, IT (A) PEMITTED THE EXPLOTYENT (F THE OFFENSIVE PROPERTIES
OF AMPHIBIAN TAN" IN THE FIRST ASSAULT WAVE, (B) GAVE BETTER PROTECTION FOR
THE O"0PS IN CROSSING THE BEACH, AND (C) PROVIDED READILY AVAILABLE
AMPHLBIAN VEHICLES FOR OPERATIONS ACROSS RIVERS AND SWAMPS BEHIND THE
%ACHES.**

* Action aport CTF 79, Seizure of Leyte, Serial 00323, j•oveuber 13th,
.944, Paragraph 9, 10.

.. Action Report CTF 79, Seizure of Leyte, Seri£l 00323, Novenber 13th,
194, Paragraph 11.
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THE INCISION TO EMPLOY THE YAP METHOD WAS, OF COURSE,
CORRECT FOR THE REASQNS GIVEN. IT WAS OF PARTICULAR INTEREST BECAUSE IT
GAVE A REASONABLE CCMPARISON WITH ANOTHER METHOD OF CCNDUCTING A LANDIEG
OPERATION.

At the beginning of the day CTF 79, in MOUNT OLIMPUS
with Transport Group ABLE, was thirty miles from the entrance to Leyte Culf.
Meanwhile, his Lending Craft Movement Group, without difficulty in regard
to mines or predicted strong currents, had just abcut completed a safe
passage through the swept portion of the enemy minefield at the entrance.

Commencing at 0155 he intercepted several voice radio
coamunications between CTG 78.5 (Harbor Entrance Control Group) and CTG
79.1 (the OTC of the two transport groups for movement and approach to
Leyte) wherein (a) the former (1) requested the estimated time of arrival
of TG 79.1 at Point FIN, and (2) stated that minesweepers would precede
him, (b) the latter replied that he was makirng fourteen knots and expected
to reach Point FIN at 0230, and (c) the former then advised OTG 79.1 that
the approach speed would make it impossible to station minesweepers ahead
before reaching the seaward end of the swept channel and requested that the
speed be reduced. As a result he noted that CTG 79.1 promptly reduced speed
to eight knots. Then at about this same time, he intercepted another TBS
voice radio dispatch from CTG 78.5 to the effect that it would be one and
three quarter hours before the minesweepers could join* and that their best
sweeping speed would be nine knots.**

He now watched with interest the decicion of his OTC
(CTG 79.1) in this matter. He had been receiving disaquieting reports that
the sweeping of the minefield at the entrance had not been completed and
the anticipation of strong ebb tides opposing and delaying the progress of
his vessels on entry into the gulf had caused him considerable concern.*

At 0249 he had his answer for at that time he noted that
CTG 79.1 had increased speed and indicated a plan to enter the gulf without
employing minesweepers. That he agreed with this decision seems clear for
he took no action in the matter.

In connection with the above it should be pointed out
here that he might have reduced hiu entrance problems had he adviseu
CTG 78.5 whether or not the transport groups would require minesweeperi in
passing tnrough Area SWEKP (CTG 78.5 had already queried him in this regard
stating that he (CTG 78.5) could have minesweepers at Point FIN on two hours
notice. ).***

t*• Action Report CTG 79.1, Participation in Amphibious Operations for the
Capture of Leyte, Serial 00454, October 26th, 1944.

SAction Report CTU 79.3.3, Leyte Operation, Sex Lii 0118, October 31st,
1944.•'** CTG 78.5 Disipatch i91212 October 1944 to CTF's 77, 78 and 79.
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Why he did not do this is not known. It is possible
that he thought that it mae more Ilport-A t to maintain radio silence than
to reply to this Important dispatcb. It will be racalled that, although
his command had been discovered by Japanese planes at noon of the preceding
day,* he did not know it and thought that he had approached undetected.

At 0430 in the MOUNT CLIPS he entored Leyte Gulf.**
He was gratified to note that contrary to some reports indicating a possible
ebb of six knots, and other reports of an expected ebb of four to five
knots, these strong currents were not mat. Instead the maximum current he
encountered appeared to be about one and one-half knots. This was perhaps
due to the fact that the convoys passed well to the southward of the axis of
the entrance to avoid the unswept portion of the minefield.

At 0625 one enemy two-engine plane mas observed north-
west of the Southern Attack Force but did not attack. This plane apparently
vas the same one that had dropped a bomb at 062, on TF 78' a LST formation
with negative results.

Since, in addition to the norml activities of the
landing and protection of the assault shipping, CTF 79 had been assigned an
area of responsibility which included all of Surigao Strait and that part of
Leyte Gulf south of the Tacloban-Dulag approach channel (Plate VIII), and
had been directed to provide antisubmarine, antinotor torpedo boat, and
antiaircraft protection in this area, he had assigned t} is responsibility to

CTG 79.Ll. At 0635 he noted that the destroyers were proceeding to their
screening stations.

At 0707 he proceeded independently in the MOUNT OLYMPUS
to the vicinity of the Southern Transport Area.**

At this same time he noted that (a) TU 77.2.2, was
conducting the %rearranged bombardment of tho zclected Lar~e1o sre&s &nd (b)
enemy reaction thus far had consisted only of sporadic and generally in-
effectiv, mortar and small arms fire.

At 0750 he arrived off the line of departure to observe
the progress of the operation. He no doubt was pleased to note that every-
thing was proceeding an planned. The Landing Craft Movement Group had al-
ready arrived and anchored in its assigned area, and the rrasport Groups
were arriving and ancoring in their respective areas on schedule. ALU
vessels on arrival initiated preparaticns fo: landing (lowering boats,
mbarking landing force and forming boat waves, etc.).

* Commander 5TH Bas, Air Force Dispatch 191'336 October 1944 to 5TH Base
Air Force Battle Report Addressees, War Diary 103RD Attack Unit
(701ST Air Group). October 1944, *1DC Document 160258, NA 12592.

A* War Diary HOUNT OLYMPUS, October 20th, 1944; also Action Report AOMNT
OLYMPUS, Assault on Leyte, Serial 00, November l~th, 1944.
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At tbs tims h. received word that the fast carriers
wold strike th. beaches from 0830 - 065. He therefore directed that
Plan TICMO be pt in effect during this time. This plan, as e1•gea d by
CT? 79, restricted all ships to a sztmm ordinate of 1,200 feet for gun-
fire during air strikes.* It also provided for the releasing of gunfire
from the plan in effect (in this case, Plan YICT•() through the employment
of a white flare or other pre-arranged signal.

At O00 he observed that the heavy ships of TU 77.2.2
wefe relieving each other according to plan and that those ships scheduled
to fire at this tims had already caeumeed firing.

At 08M he learned, thxmn•h the CSACP in the ILSATCH,
that the scheduled air strike was then going in and CSACP would advise
when all ms clear.

At this tins he obsurved the air striKes hit the
southern beaches.

At 0912, after havlng received reports from CM 79.1
and CTG 79.2 that they would be able to land as scheduled, CT? 79 advised
CTF 77, as well as his own cand, that the 1000 landing-hour was con-
firmed, thereby advising CTY 77 that TF 79) was prepared to land on
schedule.**

At 0930 he observed that the baubardsent ships had
intensified their fire against the southern beaches in final preparation
for the scheduled landing at 1000.

At 1000 the first assault wves reached the beaches,
meeting only minor opposition from enemy mortar and small arms fire which
continued until about noon. There were practically no casualties to the
troops. Although, according to CTG 79.1, the pre-landing gunfire and air
preparation had been fully in accordance with expectations and the rocket
and mortar LCI's were particularly effective (they suffered some casualties
during withdrawal),*0* actually there were other reasons as well for the
lack of opposition to the landings. These are discussed under "Operations
of CF 77 (Central Philippi•es Attack Force), October 20th".

At 1230 CTF 79 learned that the BUNION had been hit by

* Action Report CT? 79, Seizure of Leyte, Serial 00323, November 13th, 1944.
** Action Report CTG 79.1, Participation in Amphibious Operations for the

Capture of Leyte, Serial 0454, October 26th, 1944; also Action Report
CALIFORNIA, Participation In Operations off Island of Leyte, Philippine
Islands, October 19th - 24th, 1944, Serial 0025, November 8th, 1944;
Action Report CTG 79.2, Leyte Operation, Serial 0032, November 4th, 19"

SAction Report M 79.1, Participation in Amphibious Operations for the
Capture of Leyte, Serial 0454, ( i.ober 26th, 1944; also Action Report
MT, 79.2, Leyte Operation, Sort- 0032, Movember 4th, 194.
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countorfire from enemy shore batteries resulting in injuries to three
personnel (one seriously) although sustaining no material damage to impair
her battle efficiency.

At 1240 he shifted the five screening destroyers
occupying Screening Stations Nos. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 (Plate VIII) to 27, 28s 29,
30, 31 in lower Surigac Strait in order to cover the operations of CTG 78.3
(Panaon Attack Group) largely against PT boats and subasrines.* These
destroyers were to patrol in a figure eight track.**

By 1400, a beachhead having been secured, the transports
commenced moving to the inner transport area 2,000 yards from shore and the
LST's and LSK' s started beaching for imeediate unloading.*

At 1452 CTF 79 sent CTF 77 a detailed report concerning
the favorable progress and situation at the southern beaches as of 1400,
the contents of which have been included under the "Operations of CTF 77
(Central Philippines Attack Force), October 2Dth."***I

About aid-afternoon he was faced with an important
decision. He had by this time received reports of minor sporadic air
attacks in the objective area but he had placed confidence in the ability
of the day fighter cover to pro ,ent serious and threatening air attacks.
However, he felt grave concern a. to dusk and night air attacks,
particularly since there was no night fighter protection available. Enemy
airfields were within easy reach and the location of his force and
individual vessels was clearly known to enemy ground observers. He
visualizad two alternatives-(a) to get underway and take evasive action,
both to avoid discovery and to counter air attack by maneuver, or (b) to
remain at anchor with smoke protection.***** He realized that (a) if he
got underway he would encounter the difficulty of maneuvering a large force
in darkness within the limited waters of Leyte Gulf and the possibility
of mines in the yet unswept waters through which the force would pass in
such maneuvers and (b) if he remained at anchor he could provide smoke over
his force in accordance with his pro-arranged smoke plan**** and at the
same time continue unloading so as to expedite the departure of assault
shipping from the objective area, thereby reducing its period of
vulnerability to enemy attack. He wisely decided not to retire and at 1530

* Action Report CTG 79.11 (CcRDLSEcP1541, Attack on Leyte Island,
Central Philippines, October 20th - 26th, 1944, Serial 059, November

f 12th, 1944.
j** CTF 79 Attack Plan 304-44, Annex I, Appendix 3.

Action Report CTG 79.1, Participation in Amphibious Operations for
the Capture of Leyte 3erial 00454, October 26thk, 1944; also Action
Report Gi7 79.2, Leyte Operation, Serial 0032, November 4th, 1944.

i * CTF 79 Dispatch 200552 October 194; to CTF 77, C.G. 6TH Army.
•** Action Report 0TF 79, Selsura of Leyte, Serial 00323, November 13th,

1944.
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issued orders accordingly.* He stationed an inner screen of LCI gunboats
near the shore to preven4 attack by eneWy torpedo boats and placed an outer
screen of destroyers arouxd the eLtire transport area for antiaircraft
protection. A heavy and 4ffsctive smoke cloud was made before .unsot which
persisted tbroughout the critical dusk period and was replenished
periodically during the nightý

CoTd 79u S DECISION TO WLY 34OKE SCREENS IN DFFE••E OF

THE SHIPS AT A:XCHOR AT NIGHT W'AS A ISTEP IN THE CONTINUING EVOLUTIONARY
PROCESS OF S(OKE DMENSE FOR ANCHG[D SHSPPING WCH HAD BEEN 4PLOYED MOST
SUCCESSFULLY IN THE SEIZURE OF SATFAN, -9NE 1944.**

TODAYIS DOCTRINE (1957) WHICH WAS, OF COURSE, DEVELOPED
Ma! WORLD WAR II OPERATIONS SIMILAR TO TME ABOVE, INDICATES CONCURRENCE IN
TAE EFFECTIVFK&S3 OF S•rV)E FOR THE PROTECTION OF ANCHORAGES AGAINST ENM(Y
AIR ATTACK AT NIGHT, PROVIDING THAT ADEQUATE RADAR COUNTERMEASURES ARE
M4PLOYU b.* IT STRESSES THE FACT ThAT, DURING TWILIGiT AND DARKNE•S, SKOLM
Iq EFFECTiVE MECAUSE (A) AN ECONOMICAL AMOUNT OF ,OCKE PROVIDES ADEQUATE
COVER. AND (3) OTHER MEANS OF DEFENSE ARE HANDICAPPED BY DARKNESS.*

Du3ring the afternoon, commencing at atout 1530, CTF 79
transferred six LCT s from CTG 79.1 and four LCT' a ad three LST' s (ith
pontoon causeways) from CTG 79.2 to C111 78 to assist in tne unloading on
RED Beach.

The transfer of this shipping to TF 78, while helpful
to TF 78, was, as will be shown later, a handicap to TF 79.

At 1615 he learned that the HONOLULU had just been
torpedoed by an enemy plane.

At 1736, in order c. expedite (a) the delivery of
supplies to the army forces ashorm, and (b) thereby the departure of the
assault shipping from the ob,)ective area, he directed CTG's 79.1 and 79.2
to prosecute general unloading with utmost vigor coammencing at daylight.I*•*

At 1830 he advised his command that the night assignment
of the fire support ships was as follows: For TG 79.1, PENNSYLVANIA,
MINNKFAPOLIS, DFNVER, BLACK, ABBOT, and WAUKER; for TG 79.2, PORTLAND,

"* Action Report CTG 79.1, Participation in Amphibious Operations for
the Capture of Leyte, Serial 00454, October L6Lh, 1944.
Action Report Comainder Joint Kxpeditionary Force, Mariatw.:!
Operation, Report of Amphibious Operations for thnt Capture of the
Mariaras islands, Serial 00704, August 25th, 194i , Anuex H.

Sd Smoke Screen Manual (NWIP 1-2), Department of the Navy, Office of the
Chief of Naval Operations, 1953, Chapter 1, Paragraph 104.

S* [Ibid Chapter 6, Paragraph 601.
*•*** CTF 79 Visual Dispatch 2"36 October 19"4 to cr's 79., and 79.2,
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COLMIA,, CLAXTOI, EDAIM, and GANSEVOORT.*

At the end of the day CTF 79 derived considerable
satisfaction from the successful results of the D-day lirviings. He )at
(a) not his scheduie, (b) had landed all combat serials of the TWENTY-
M FOUH Corps less the 381st Regimental Combat Team (SIXTH Army Fleati.ng

Reserve) caprising about 40,000 troops and 6,314 tuns of supplies and
equipmmnt,4• and (c) had firmly established a beachbead against only
light enmy opposition.

rT IS TO M MOMED THAT THE ABOVE TONNAGE UNLOADED ON THM
SOUTMERN BEACHES WAS CONSIDERABLY LESS THAN THAT DISCHARGED AT THE NORTHERN
iBACHES BY CTF 78 IN SPITE OF THE DIFFICULTIES ENOOUNTERED THERE IN BEACHING
THE LST' S WHICH HAD MADE IT NECESSARY TO PROCURE CAUSEWAYS AND LCT' S FROM
TF 79. THIS VARIANCE IS ATTRIBUTED PRDIARILY TO THE FACT THAT TKE
TRANSPORTS AND CARGO SHIPS OF TF 79 HAD NOT BEEN TRULY CONBAT LOADED, DUE
IN A LARGE MEASURE TO THE MECESS1TY OF CARRYING ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT. SINCE
NO GARRISON SHIPPING SPACE HAD EMN ASSIGNED THE SEVENTH AND NINET.-S1XTH
INFANTRY DIVISIONS, THE SUPPLIES AND SUIPM4ENT NOM4ALLY CARRIED IN THE
FOCIL-UP SHIPPING HAD TO BE INCLUDJI IN THE ASSAULT SHIPPING. FOR
INSTANCE, EACH TRANSPORT HAD aýN LOADED WITH AN EXCESS OF ABOUT 350 TONS OF
BULK CARGO WHICH PRECLUDED VEETICAL LOADING AdD CONSEQUENTLY DELAYED OFF-
LOADING.*** AS A RESULT, NONE OF THE TRANSPORTS OR CARGO SSELS OF TF 79
WE UNLOADED BY TEE END OF D-DAYx WHEEAS ALL OF TF 78 TRANSPORTS EXCEPT
THE FRD(ONT WERE UNLOADED AND RETIRED FROK THE AREA.

SUCH UNLOADING WAS HOPED FOR BUT WAS NOT ANTICIPATED 3T
CTF 79 1ECAUSE HIS SHIPS HMD BEEN LOADED FOR YAP WHERE NO SERIOUS THREAT
FROK THE ENT4Y AIR AND NAVAL FIRES WAS EXPECTED AND, THEREFORE, IAD BEEN
LOAM ON SUCh A HASIS AS TO REQUIRE POSSIBLY MORE THAN ONE DAY UNLOADING
TIME. THE ASSAULT DIVISIONS FOR YAP WERE TO BE THE GARRISON DIVISIONS AS
WELl AND) THE SHIPS HAD BEEIN MLODED ACCORDINGLY.*

THE CONVEIENCE OF HAVING THE GARRISON ZQUIM T READILY
AVAILABLE 1 RECOGNIZD AND THE REASONS FOR HAVING IT IN THIS CASE ARE
UNDERSTANDABLE. IT SHOULD BE POINTED OUT, HOWEVER, THAT THIS FAILURE TO
CO14PLETE 1WOADING COULD HAVE HAD SERIOUS COMS;QULNCES IN THE EVENT OF

* CTF 79 -Gontrro[ Net• ¥olc0 Radio Messag- 0
October 1944 i-o TF 79.

SReport o" Leyte Op)rAitioii3, October 17th - thweinber 25th, 1944, 1I
6TH U.S. Army.

N* Action Reports C'rG 79.1, ParticipaL•ion in Amphibious Operations for
the Capture of Leyte, S'erial U0454, October 26th, 1944; Action hetport
CTG 79.2, Leyte Operation, Serial WXY32, November 4th, 1944; Action
Report COMTHANSDIV 10 (CTU 79.4.0), Surial 002Z76, October ?kMth, L944.

**** CTF 79's First Endorsement, Serial 0'338, Novvmber 20th, 1944 to
Action Report CTG 79.2, Leytt Operation, Se.ri&i 0032, Novombtr 14th,
1944.
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STRONG JAPANESE REAU;ifl TO THE LANDING, I.E., HAD THE JAPANESE FIRST
STRIKING FORCE BEEN ABLE TO PENETRATE THE LANDING Ah&ýZ- nN D-DAY (ONE OF
THE FEATURES OF THE ORIGINAL0 SHO ONE PLAN). FORTUIATELY FOR CTF 79, THE
JAPANESE REACTION WAS VERY WEAK INDEED AND, THEREFORE, THY DELAY IN THE
UNLOADING OF THE TRANSPORTS BECAME NOTHING MORE THAN A MINOR HINDRANCE.

THIS PRINGS FORTH THE, OONCEPT OF ,CC04BAT LOADING".
THIS ODNCEPT IS THAT,, WEMELR POSSIBLE, THE ARFANGEMENT OF PERSONNEL AND
THE STOWAGE OF SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT ABOARD SHIP SHOULD BE DESIGNED IN
SUCdl A MANNER AS TO CONFORM TO THE ANTICIPATED TAUUTICAL OPERATION OF THE
ORCANIZATION EMBARKED. EACH INDIVIDUAL ITEM OF EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES
MUST BE SO STOWED ABOAR) THE SHIP THAT IT CA0 BE DISCHARGFU AND DISPATCHiU
TO THE REACH AT THE TIEE AND IN THE SEQUF"'CE WHICH IT HAS BERN PHEVIOUSLY
DETERMINED WILL MOST EFFECTIVELY PROMOTE THE SUCCESSFUL OOMPIETION OF THE
MISSION .*

IN THIS CASE IT APPEARS THAT A OONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF
GARRISON EQUIPMENT FOR THE LATER S-TAG' OF %Or" THL G SON "il.ASE G! THE YAP
CPERATION HAD BEEN INCLUDED IN THE YAP ASSAULT SHIPPING IN ORDER FUlLY T"O
UTIfIIZ THE SHIPPING AVAILABLE FOR THAT OPeL'ATION. EVEN IN THE CASE OF YAP
THIS COULD EASILY PAVE BEEN A FALSE ECONOMY FOR KAR EXPERIENCE HAS SHOWN
THAT A TOO EARLY UN1L)ADING OF GARRISON FOLLOW-.UP SUPPLIeS MAY SERIOUSLY
INTERFERE WITH THE EFFICIENCY OF THE GARRISON FORCES. THIS, IN TURN, MAY
HAVE THE FURTHER RESULT OF SLOVING DOWN THE UNLOADING OF SHIPS SUBSEQUENTLY
ARRIVING, W1ITH ALL THE MAJOR WASTE OF OVr}RSEAS SHIPPING SPACE THAT THEN
TAKES PlACE.**

FRON THIS, IT SHOULD 13E CLEAR THAT ONL'Y THAT PART OF
GARRISON NQUIPMENT WHICH IS ESSENTIAL TiO THE ]IMMEDIATE NEEDS OF THOSE
GARRISON EL94ENTS WHICH ARE AN ESSENTIAL AND INTEGRATED PART OF THE ASSAULT
FORCES SHOULD EVaR BE CARRIEI) IN THE ASSAULT ECHELONS OF AN AMPHIBIOUS
ATTACK (OPERATION). ALL EQU-lll' i4T f0XQU31D F`OR THE 'SUlK'.)UENT GARRISON
BUILD-UP SHO1I0D BE CAREFULLY PHASED INTO lATER ECWPLON" 30 AS (A) NOT TO
iN'T'jttYr.at6 WITH Thzi. SUkiO'-T UF" GiMBA'T r-URCt•5, AND (B) TO PIVO'JIDES FoR THE
IRPID AND OlDEkR1] DEVKLOPE@.NTS OF 'TRu GAJ{LUSON FH(ChS.**,

SDTctionary of Unltted `t-tee Mllitary Terms for JointU
Revision), Departnmntm of th.e :\rmy, the Navy, and the Air Force,
May 1955.

SWritten Statement by Rear AdnArCI H.E. Ecclea, USN (Ret), Consultant
to the George Washingt.on University [,oist c5 heatrch Prm1ect,

April lth, 11;;
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October4th(&) Operations of OTM 79.1 (Attack Grotip ABLE),

CTQ 79.J had been assigned the tack of 'Landing the
SM*TH Infantry Division on VWE T and Ma Beaches (Plate VII). For
thi& purpose he bad been allotted fourteen transporta, four cargo vessels,
thirty-one LST' s, two LSDs s and a number of control, rocket and mortar

In addition to the above, he had been designated
as OTC to exercise overall tactical comsand and coordination of Attack
Groupa AMR (TG 79.1) and BAKM (TG 79.2) and of TU 77.4.14 (Escort Carrier
Unit) for safe passage and approach to the objective area until their entry
inside Leyte Gulf, at which time the respective task group and unit
.onsuan)ders were to take charge,***

In vlbw or prodicted strong currents, 10 had
decided to anticipate his arrival at Point FIN (the seaward end of the
Tacloban-Dulag Approach Charnel) by forty-five minutes to arrive at thi-s
point at OZ3C October 20th instead of 0315 as set forth in the basic
movewnt plan.*NUIf

At 0130 he commenced foming cruising disposition
(6=-T) which reduced the front of his formation to 3,,000 yards and thereby
reduced th.e- danger from mines. It eems to have taken some time to form
this disposition, posuibly because of &peed differentials, for it was not
until about the t:Uw of passing Point FIN that the disposition was finally
formed.

At 0155 he received a voice radio communication
frou CTG 78.5 requesting his estimated time of arrival at Point FIN and
stating that minesweepers could precede him. To this query he replied
that he was making fourteen knots and expected to reach Point FIN at
0230.***"

CTG 78.5 now infortwd him that his present approach
speed would make it impossible to ,tation minesweepers ahead before reaching
the seaward end of the swept channel and requeste thnt. speed be reduced.

"• * Action Report CTG 79.1, Participation in Amphib.ou, Operations for
the Capture of Leyte, Serial C0454, October 26th, 1944.
CTG 79.1 (Cctand~er Attack Groip ABLE) Lf-tack Order No. A-172-44,
Serial 00096, October 9th, 1944.

*** CTF 79 (CC"(3RDPHIBFOR) Attack P'lan No. A304-", Oc(tober 2Nd, 1944,
Annex B.

•** CTG 79.1 (Commande¢r AttAck Group A"E•) Movqaent Orfrit% No. A173-44,
Annex C, Serial 00095, October 9t-, -944; CANF SOCYSPAC ("ration
Plan 13-44, Annex C, Serial 00•)22A, September 26th, 194-4.a *"** Action Paork. CTU 79.3.3, LEd te Opevation, Serial 0118, October
31st, 1944.

S. . ., , , , i , ! l I I I I I I I I I I I61I



CTG 79.1
* COI October 20th

#t 02,9 he reached Point FIN where he slowed to
eight knots temporarily to await nom. definite in~formation concerning
the minemswepeza .*

Rio now m•r.ed, presumably from = 78.5, that the
mimsmaw rs aavld wt arrive heoore om and thre- varters hours, and thut
their boot sweapixm speed would be nipe knots.

He tow had an important decision to make. Sliould
he wait for the minesweopers and risk delaying the laniing-hour or should
he proceed without them? He had been recAiving dJ5aqieting re•p•rts that
the awepizg of the minefield at the entranne had not been completed and the
anticipation of otrong tbb tides opposing and delaying the progress of his
vessels on entry into the gul-f 1hd na'turally cauls-ed h-_i am,' encern,.

After estimating "be situation ho decided to
pr•ceed on schedule, informad CTG 78.5 that he could not wait fuc the mine-
swepera, amd at 0249 increased speed to fourteen knotn.*

While the reasons for this decislen &Pr nowhere
given by CG 79.1 it seems clear lhat he based it oa the following sound
considerations:

(a) the %rea had been reported ewapt;

(b) sinco he had keard nothing to tht contr•ry, he
had reason to believe tnat the Land ong Craft Movement Group and the Northern
Att4ck Force (TF ?!) had enarevd ahad of him without #?ishap;

(z) his larger ships were protected by• aravanes

wicLh had been streamed the night before and

(d) it was nieessary to mnaint~aim his present time
schedule in order to arrive iii the traxisport area as planned,

It may be wondered wl-4 he did not employ the three
xinneasweeers SAUNTER, SCRHMMAGE, SALUTE which tevre waking pssage with TG
79.2 ** The reason seems clear and correxet. These minesweepers, which were
in the rear, of TG 79.2,j1-* (in disposition iCS), were at this tisme about
twelve miles astern of the -loading ohlp of TG 19.1 (in disposition 6-T),
and since they were c,.Pable or a roaxi mum *Pe;od of -ut t•i teea knots he
cottld not accept the delAy incident to their movoument. to the head of hi.*
disposition.

At 0305 he infor.%mod the cori=nnd that. ne planned to

-Action Report CTU79.3.3,OL 'e peration, ortia 011•13,Octochr 31At,
_1944.

.. War Diary SAUNTER October ;nth, 9194; also CTGiý 79.2 D1aq.tch 320932,
October 1944 t~o 3 MMAý(R!, SAUNTER, SALUTDI, etc.
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3' CTG 79. 1
October 2th

pasts ZOLATION Point on the port hand at a distance of two and one-half
miles ,.

A4 0346 he passed the northern tip of Dinagat
Island abeam to port, distant 3,800 yards (from the centerline of the
formation) .**

At 0700, upon reaching Point "C" (Plate IV), he
released Transport Gronp BLKK& to deploy to it3 assinecanchorage off
ORANGE and BLUE Beaches and directed Transpoýl COrouj'p ý3¶- to form approach
disposition for anchoring off VICLET and YELLOW Peacttes. At- 0721 he
ordered TG 79.1 to deploy in accordance with the approazh plan. At 0745
he arrived, in his flagship, in the outer transport area off Dulag Town and
lay to in this general area the reaainder of the day so that he could
observe the assault operations.*** He was pleased to learn that his Landing
Craft Movement Group had arrived on schedule at 0617. By 0800 all units
cf his Transport Group had anchored and were lowering their boats.*

At 0851 he received a report that CTG' 79.5, the
commander of his LST Unit, was ready for landing on schedule, and at. 0900
he received a siaular report from GTG 79.3, the commander of Transport
Group ABLE. At 0930 he received a message from CTF 79 confirming the
landing-hour at lOO) as originally scheduled.

The landing was made exactly on schedule with
practically no casualties to the troops, although some mortar fire was
initially encountered from the right flank of the beach. CTG 79.1
attributed the light enemy reai tance to the effectiveness of the pre-
arraned fires that took place according to CTF 79's gunfire schedule.
Battleships, cruisers and destroyers of TU 77.2.2 had increased their
rates of fire at the landing-hour minus forty-five minutes and had
continued an intensive bombardment an-iund YiLLC and VIOLET Beach areas
until the leading assault waves were 800 yards from the beach (landing-
hour minus five minutes) at which time fire was shifted inland and to the
flanks in compliance with a flare signal released by an aerial observer.
Rocket, mortar and automatic weapon barrages executed by the LCI's and
LCS' s just prior to the landing-hour left little to be desired both as
to timing and intensity.

While there is no doubt that the pre-arranged fires
contributed greatly to the ease of landing, Lhey were not the sole reason
for the light enemy resistance. A partial reason was that the Japanese
had retired temporarily from the beach defenses in order to avoid being
subjected to Allied naval and air bombardment and had failed to return to

* Action Report CTU 79.3.3, Leyte (nration, Serial 0118, October 31st,
1904).

•* Action Report CTG 79.1, Participation In Amphibious Operatirs for the
Capture of Leyte, P[I., :ierial 00454, October 26th, Q44.

"N' Action Report APFAIACHIAN, Serial 1274, November 14th, ' u.

61 e1OhLDENTJIAL



..............- ----

_•T 79.2
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tbe:Lr defenses in time to oppose Peric.asly the Allied landings. This is
discussed more fully under "Operationu of CTF 77 (Central Philippines
Attack Force), October 20th".

As soon as the assault landing had been completed,
unloading was pushed with utmost vigor. All beaches, fortunately proved
to be exceUent for beaching LSTI s and this greatly saipified the problem.
At 1232 the first LST, s were directed to proceed to the beach to discharge
artillery as desired by troop commanders.

&t 1414, however, CTG 79.1 received a report from
CTG 79,5 that '.-n LST1' % ould complete unloading their initial cargoes in
time to be used for moving vehicles from the transports to the beach at
1600 as had been tentatively planned.

At about 1530 he transferred half of his LCT's
(738, 749, 819, 861, 863, 864) to TF 78 to assist in the unloading at RED
Beach..

By 1800 all assault echelons, except one of the
three battalions of the SEVENTEENTH Infantry Regiment (TWENTY-FOURTH Corps
Reserve), had been landed.

By 2400 the LST' s were twenty-four por cent unloaded
and the transports, cargo vessels and LSD's had discharged twenty-aev',v
per cent of their cargo. In accordance with instructions from CTF 79, the
assault shipping did not retire but remainec at the beach area and continued
unloading umder smoke cover throughout the night.

(b) Operations of CTG 79.2 (Attack Group BAKER),
October 20th.*

CTG 79.2, in ROCKY MOUNT, in company with Transport
Group BAKER, followed 4,000 yards astern of Transport Group ABLE in
approach disposition for entering Leyte Gulf. The group was composed of
thirteen transports, four cargo vessels, three LSD's, one ISV, and nine
screening destroyers, plus three minesweepers from MINDIV THIRTY-FOUR which
had been assigned for movement to the objective area. His LST's And other
landing craft units (twenty-four LST's, six LSMH', twenty--oe rocket and
mortar craft, and eight control craft) had entered Leyte Gulf at 2327 the
previous evening with the Landing Craft. Movement Group of TF 79.** His
mission was to land and establish elements of the NINETY-SIXTH infantry
Division on designated beaches (ORANGE and BLUE) at Leyte commencing at
1000 this day.***

i * Action Repo-t CTG 7?.2, Leyte Operation, Serial 0032, November 4th,
U 1944.

War Diary M(.G(LWAN, October 19th, 1.944.
*t * CTG 79.2 (COMPH1BG•RP 6) Attack Order No. A604-"4, Serial 0010,

October 8th, 1914.
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He maintained his group on station astern of Attack
Group AMLE, conforming to the Tacloban-Dulag Approach Channel, ,intil reach-
ing Point "C" at 0700, at which time the two groups proceeded independently
to their respective anchorage areas on signal from CTG 79.1. At about this

*,o itime having (a) noted that no enemy gunfire ws being received by the LST' a
which had anchored well inshore of the middle transport area, and (b)
realisi•g that early movement to this area would facilitate arrival of the
control boats at the line of departure and would expedite the movement of

*' the boated resere battalions, he correctly decided to anchor his transports
in the middle transport area instead of the outer area. The outer area had
been set up to provide a safe transport area in case hostile fire from the
shore made thý closer area untenable.

At 0711 he released CCUMINDIV THIRT!-FOUR, in
SAUMTM, to proceed with SALUTE and SCRIMMAGE to report to CTG 77.5.

At 0750 he proceeded independently in his flagship
and anchored in the forward part of the middle transport area.

At 0828 his LST Unit commander reported that the
amphibious tanks were ready to be launched, and at 0835 the unit commanders
of his control craft, rocket and mortar-gunboats reported that their mits
were on station at the line of departure. At 0840 he noted that his trans-
port group had anchored on schedule in their assigned anchorages. Thereupon
at 0842 he ordered his attack group to land the landing force and advised
CTF 79 that he would be able to meet the landing-hour.

At 0930 he received a message from CTF 79 confirmingr
1000 as the landing-hour; the first assault wave, in amphibious tanks, left
the line of departure for the beaches, followed by succeeding waves in
accordance with the plan. These waves landed on BLUE and ORANGE Beaches
respectively at 0958 and 0959.

Initially, minor mortar fire and some sniper fire

was experienced and intermittent mortar fire continued until about noon
causing sixteen casualties. One LCM received a direct hit from an enemy
mortar pro0jectile.

At noon the Group Beachmaster reported the beaches
secure and ready for general unloading, and at 1300 CTF 79 ordered
vigorous unloading of general supplies and equipment. At 1400 CTG 79.2
moved his traxsporto to the inner transport area v thin 2,000 yards of the
beach. The first LST was beached at 1420.

At about 1553, in accordance with a request from
CTF 78, three LST's ¶745, 1013(F), 1024) with pontoon rAu3seways,* and at

SAction Report CVT7593LETGRP ý), Leyte Operation, October 20th -

24th, 1944, Serial 038-44, October 31st, 1944.
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1558, in accordance, with the basic plan, four LCT' (747, 830, 898, 992)
were transferred to TF 78 to assist in the unloading at RED Beach.*

The diversion of this shipping, and notably of the
LCT's, intorfered with the unloading of TG 79.2. In this connection,
CTG 79.4 (Ccusmnler Transport Group BAK&R) reported that "perhaps the above
diversion was justified by the overall deands of the whole operation but
it embarrassed Transport Group EAKER considerably; as the result, several
heavy dosers and trucks were not gotten to the beach nearly as early as
planned or desired.""

By 1700 a total of three LST8s and two L341s were
beached.

At 1724 the C.G. NINETY-SIXTH Infantry Division***
and his staff left the ROCKY MOUNT to establish the division command post
(CP) ashore,*es* Meanwhile the Assistant Division Commander had already
set up the CP and at 1500 had assumed command ashore.

At 1750 the division commwnder arrived at his CP
atid assumed command of operations. Unfortunately he failed to communicate
_is readiness to assume command to his naval superior for, as will be shown
at 1345 the following day, CTG 79.2 queried C.G. NINETY-SIXTH Infantry
Division as to when he had assumed comiand ashore.

General unloading of the transports was very slow

at first due to the fact that priority had been given to unloading otherelements and associated supplies and equ.ipent of the TWENTY-FOURTH Corps
and NINETY-SIXTH Infantry Division that had been loade6d aboard the same
vessels as the SIXTH Army Floating Reserve. For the Yap operation, the
381st Regimental Combat Team had been designated as r serve for the NINETI-
SIXTH Infantry Division, but, on arrival at Manus, it was decided for the
Leyte operation to use this Regimental Conbat Team as floating reserve for
the SIXTH Army. The problem arose then as to where and when it would be
committed. SIXTH Army Headquarters put the probable time as D+1 day and
the most probable place as behind the Northern Landing Force and the next

* CTG 79.2 (-xieHIBP 6) Attack Order No. Al04-44, Serial 00010,
October 8th, 19044; also Action Report. CTG 79.4 (CCO4ThANSDIV 13),
Leyte Operation, October 20th - 24th, 194/4, Serial 0126, October
28th, 1944.

SAction Report CTG 79.4, Leyte Operation, Serial 0126, October 28th,
1944.

S** Major General. James L. Bradley. USA.
* H 1's 96TH Infantry Division, G-3 Journal - entry 157, dated 1750

October 20th, 1944; contained in letter, Office of TAG AGAW-A 313.5
to Preident Naval War College, March 21st, 1957; also Action Report
96TH Infantry Division, Action Against Enemy, KING-TWO Operation
194., March 1945, Page 35.
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probable place behind the NINETY-SIXTH Infantry Division.* However, time
did not allow completion of the necessary transfers prior to departure
from Manus. Consequently, they had to be made after arrival at the
oblective area in order to give mobility to the reserve Regimental Combat
Team without involving other troop elements. Therefore, eighty-six boats
of two transport divisions had to be used for this purpose while those
boats of the remaining division, in which the reserve Regimental Combat
Team was embarked, had to be held in readiness to land the reserve troops
if and when required.** By 2300 the three transport divisions were twenty-
seven per cent unloaded. All assault troops, except the reserve Regimental
Combat Team had been landed, and the unloading of cargo continued under
smoke cover throughout the night.***

By the end of the day, except for the unloading and
discharge of amphibious tanks and vehicles, only four LST' s and two LSM' s
had completely unloaded their original cargo. In general, the sand on
the beach was extremely soft, making it difficult for amphibian tractors,
vehicles, bulldozers and cranes to operate. In most cases, vehicles dis-
charging from LST' s had to be towed ashore not only because of the depth of
the water but because the wheels sank in the soft sand. The beach was not
entirely suitable for beaching LST' s because the water was approximately
four and one-half feet deep at the end of their ramps after beaching. Bull-
dozers were used to build sand ramps out to the LST' s but these required
continual repair as the waves washed the sand away. The area immediately
behind the beach at a depth of 300 yards was swampy, thereby limiting the
space available for supply dumps. In addition, the use of the limited dry
area available was so wasteful that the beach itsalf became congested.*

UNLIKE THE WOOTH, WELL-ORGANIZED AND COORDINATED

UNLOADING ACROSS CTG 79.1'S VIOLET AND YELUYW BEACHES, THE UNLOADING AND
DISPERSAL AT CTG 79.2'S ORANGE AND BLUE BEACHES WAS VERY POOR. THIS WAS
DUE, PRIMARILY, TO POOR SHORE PARTY ORGANIZATION AND EXECUTION. FOR
EXAMPLE, THE AMPHIBIAN TRACTORS (LVT'S) AND VEHICLES (DUKW'S) WERE VERY
SLOW IN RETURNING AFTER THE INITIAL ASSAULT FOR UNLOADING DUTIES, DESPITE
THE FACT THAT GREAT DEPENDENCE HAD BEEN PLACED ON THEM FOR HANDLING CARGO
ON THE BEACHES AND FROM THE LST'S. AS HAS BEEN POINTED OUT, THE CANCELLED
YAP OPERATION HAD ENVISAGED A "REEF" LANDING, AND THE SAME PATTERN HAD TO
BE ADOPTED FOR THE LEYTE OPERATION, SINCE THERE WAS NOT TIME TO CHANGE THE
LOADING. CONSEQUENTLY, THE USUAL TRUCKS AND OTHER VEHICLES NORMALLY
SUPPTLIED THE SHORE PARTY FOR "BEACH" LANDINGS WERE NOT AVAILABLE IN ANY-.
WHERE NEAR THE USUAL UKBERS.'(S*-

It was also due, in part, to the failure of the
beach lighting systems which caused the ORANGE and BLUE Beaches to be

* Action Report CTG 79.2, Leyte Operation, Serial 0032, November 4t1,,

1944, Part 4, section 1, Paragraph 6.
** Ibid., Part 4, Section 4, Paragraph 2.
*-. Action Report CTG 79.4, Leyte Operation, Serial 0126, October ,'8thL,

1944.
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relatively dark whereas thu. neighboring beaches (YELLW and~ VIOLET) were
lighxted up like Christmas trees.*

(c) ~Operations of' CTU 77.2.2 (Fire Support Unit Souihk),

CTG 79.11 (Commander Scre.vn), October 2Dth.

(1) Operations of 0TU 77.2.2.

At 070? CTU 77.2.2, who had alivady refqntsd for
duty with CT? 79, was conducting the pre-,xrranged bombardment of the Val.ect-.
ed U.rget areas. At. this time the PEJO4SYVANIA , TENNSSN•Ek )UMEAP01., 5,
LOUISVIiM.L, DENVER were firing and ý,t 0744) the ARIAWd comwa~cd firiz4.
Eniemuy reactian thus far had consisted only olf sporedic- and genarz Uy in.,
effective wo,,tar and sal&~l arma fire,

grous-M3E ad BAER, TU '77.2.2, &,. t~his ticonsisted of tw,

Group AL whi:h wa to k:rnNvida fStŽ'e suppx:,r
for CTG 79.,1, conaisted of the PENNSTI.VA!JA, 4OJSVL IlNN~kWNiS, UENVER,
NkU~CCI4B, BEWIOiNI1, HE~YWOOD L. E.DWAPRD, XI3C,-A PU .L.IARY, NH,1FORUi ý0 \\he ik"'t4
two destroyers had com~pleted n~ight har&,s,,4,g fixN\%,) and 1,VT'ZE (thv\ latto~r
from TG 79.11); Group BAKE~R, whiah was to~ provide fir'e forLa (,TG 7)9,2,
consisted of TN*MEMSEE, CALIFORNIA., HONUOFU., COLMEA P(Ai1h4 ND, kWX\INS4(
(the latter dei~.rG2;er had returned from op~.r~ting 'olth TG 77.5 ), B IXAY
(which txd roplaced the damaged RMS'\. ALBERT~ W. GWM\\T:\ ILAXTOX (the 11-tt~er

4 ~~two destroymmi had returnod from oc'iigwith TU h7.2N .RWOT, TH(4P.N
and WE1;.- The fire support missiom vm~ra a. ,ý\igned by CTGI,, s79.1 and
79. 2.4-1H

At appmxWmate'ly 0800 1 CAl -A. mv
and HORTAND rel.:,,wv~d 11h I'EN~jYLVANiA, P ~ ~ > TACŽ O 'VLi
and IIONCLULU, and kýJ)4h hAiFORi) and WFIIL,ý, tm.nannetj.' frixkg, Atsi.nwhi le
the reliev~ed ship~s rtJ'in%\ kri0, prep*rat~ory Uý yd rex tvimg t ~ rv-,3ricea
their aircraJtt whidch V\2ay koA'xx ftploy-,krW' .fr tlg." At ()ICA) tl'?

A\t 0)91. all of' L~ihe vk~ ps \ithkn't, '
or rcewume their f~irt,, ai.it -.&htx southern, \btehee f k ia1~t'pl ' fo
th'a 30edulfdk land~iA Alt iE()" TI'vY lihYWcx.ýt) Eb ~WAki!VM' ai' t`§e 1\("';"D V'.

Oo~tob~eý XOt6 I viISk \-I C( 79,4,, 1Mncoivoji (13) ';Act~ion Rtmuc~r

CTG' 79.4, Leyte. C4 r:wi rial 01-2,6, octo~e X'2Lth, i4

~ ~hli~n~~Octob#'\r 16*th :ýj,th, 1-944 6tk, Cx)i4
ýý,ovovaer 5th, )844.
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At 0955 those ships of TU 77.2.2 which had
been firing on the landiin beaches cnd which had no assigned targets at
this time, ceased firing. Tho CALIFORNIA, PENNSYLVANIA, LOUISVILLE,
)UN&I*VPOLIS, HONOLULU, PCRTLAND, and THORN continued firing but shifted fire
to tanvsts inland and to the flanks.

At 1000 the TENESEE, NE•CIB, BERNION, HEYWOOD
'L., 4.•WAR•lS, and RICHARD P. LEARY likewise resumed scheduled fire on targets
iaulord and to the flarn s. At this time the DENVER, COLUMBIA, ROBINSON,
MLACK, ALBERI W. GRANT and BRYANT stood by for call fire.

At approximately 10/1 the CALIFORNIA, HEYWOOD
L,, EDWARDS, and, at 10,0, the POWTLAND ceased firing. The CALIFORNIA and
PO•T•LAN then stood by for call fire.

The aioxv call fire ships were assigned as
foLlows: (1) the CALIFORNIA\) DENVER, ROBINSON and BLA(C to Attack Group
ABLE (TG 79,1) for call fire ftro S"ENTH lanantry Division Shore Fire
Control Parties establihed at. the beachhead, and (2) the PORTLAND, COLUMBIA,
AALBERT W. GRAN and BRYANT to Attack Group BAMR (TG 79.2) for call fire
from NINTY-SIXTH Infantry Division Shore Fire (ontrol Parties.

At approximately 31.00 the LOUISVILLE,
PENNSILVAWIA, TENSS, MINNEAPOLIS, NEWC(CMB, BEN&ION wnd RICHARD P. LEARY
ceased scheduled fires.

Meanwhile, '%he HONOLULU and the THORN continued
firing_, The TigORN ea",ed firing at 1200, at which time thr,• ½,vALES comenced
firing,.* The HiONOLULU ceased scheduled firing at 3220, at whi ch time the
TENNESSEB comainced firing.*

For the most part, this completed all scheduled
hfre support for TU 77.2.2. The TENNESSEE, however, completed firing at
1440, at ,dai±ch t:Isne the CLAXTON commenced firing. The WELLE5 then completed
firing at 1540 while the CLA)T'ON continued firing unti) 1609. Other support
firlng ns accompl:Phad by thene ships during the day e.s requested by the
call fire me,'4hcxld.

At 1.645, learning that the HONOLULU had just
been torpedoed by an ,nemy plane, CTU 77.2.2 proceeded, in the LOUISVlLLE,
L. erondv:" ssisLace, although en route he found that COMCtCUDIV NINE, ,n
HO(1KVlJUJ had the ,alvage situation under control. At this same time ho
.earaned tVt CTh 79.2 had relieved the C(LUMBIA of her, fire support mlsstic.

tArtc,•en port THORN, Leyte HRmbardment, Qctober 18th - 24t 1944,
at" 4Th, October 30th, 1944.

r.w Act h:on k"lAf<Pe HON.UL[ (I,Bokrmtardment and l F ir ouppry.'t Of ,Ley .t,
Phi, A 4 Islands, October 12th - 29th, 19W,, 3re•al C'249, November
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at her own request to assiut the HONOLULU.* (After receiving the HOWLULU
plane, the COLM(BIA by 1721 had returned to her fire support station).

During the late afternoon the HEYWOOD L.
MRDSo HALOBJD, L=U and WLL relieved the WALM, ABBOT, BINEj,

GANSEORT and HALE in the antisubmarine screen around the Southern
"Transport Area** and the latter five destroyers were ordered to report to
CTF 79 for FS duty.

At 1830 CTU 77.2.2 received a message by voice
radio (from CTF 79) that the night assignment of FS ships was as follows:
For TG 79.1, PENNS'LLVANIA, MINNEAPOLIS, DENVER, BLA(K, ABBOT and WALAK;
for TG 79.2, PORTLAND, COLUMBIA, CLAXTON, BRAINE and GANSEVOORT.*** The
HALE, although omitted from this dispatch, later joined this group.** Of
"these ships the PENNSYLVANIA, INJ.NEAPOLIS, DENVER, PORTLAND, COLUMBIA and
CLAXTON were from his own task unit whereas the remaining five destroyers
(BLACK, ABBOT, BRAINE, GANSEVOORT and WALKER) as well as the HALE were
from TG 79.11. Ls will be shown later, he was somewhat surprised at
receiving this esesage because he was under the impression that, in
accordance with CTF 79's Attack Plan,**** he (CTU 77.2.2) would assign
harassing and FS ships to TG's 79.1 and 79.2.

It seems clear that he not only expected to
assign the harassing and gunfire support ships as requested by the attack
group commanders but also expected that any changes in the composition of
his fire support unit would be made through him. Thus, in his opinion, the
destroyers from CTG 79.11 should have been directed to report to him for
fire support mission assignment. This concept was based on CTF 79's Attack
Plan wherein CTG 79.11 was instructed: 'When directed transfer ships to
Fire Support Unit South In exchange for ships whose bombardment amuunition
has been expended."***-* Instead, ho now found himself completely by-passed
with no authority whatsoever in the designation of what ships should be
assigned as j utfire support ships. He became concerned over the situation
and deliberated as to whether or not to query CTF 79 in regard to the matter.

At 1943 he directed (a) his heavy shipa (less
those assigned to Attack Groups ABLE and BAKER for call fire) to lie to
du ing the night in an area generally south and southeast of the Southern
Tr, nsp rt Area and inside the transport screen, (b) CO4DESRON FIFTY-SIX to

S i one destroyer to cover the mouth of the Cadacan River near Abuyog
Aaig i.t pose ble enemy torpedo boat activity, the remaining destroyers
':t'c>pt t"' ansigned for call fire) and SAN CAHLOS to lie to in an area
1.11 6eu i,,t of the outer transport screen, And (c) all ships to be on

t.ie ilert +-rA ,s a tacks coming from the soith.

Act .i.. C(.UMBIA, bombardment Report, Leyte Island, October 17th
y4L S-rial 012, November 1st, 1944.

t 0� fýi •'TU 79.11.1 (CCMFESRON 48), Leyte Gulf, October 20th -
i-..• 15 .i, >or-ia; )•0, October 30th, 1944.

ni C t'Y? 79 ( G (unf . Control Net) Voice Radio Message 1830/1 October

"I -N Attiac FI1 -o. A304-44, No Serial, October 2nd, 1944.
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Accordingly, the fire support ships operated as
indicated above during the night. The only enmaW activity, aside froa that
on the graund, in opposition to the landings occurred at about duak when
nueroua bogeys were reported in the vicinity, a number of which were fired
upon with negative results.*

(2) Operations of CTG 79.11, October 20th.

CTG 79.11 (COMDESRON FIFTY-FOUR) had been
directed by CTF 79 to screen TF 79 in Leyte Gulf. In this same directive,
he., as well as his subordinate commanders (COYMRON's FORTY-FIGHT and FORTY-
NINE), were advised to make this screening plan effective upon the arrival
of the transports in the transport area. Therefore at 072O the units of
TG 79.11 proceeded to assigned stations (Plate VIIIS as follUws:**

(a) Stations One to Seven inclusive, units of
DESRON FIFTY-FOUR as followst

(1) Stations One and Two, but to seaward of
Area SWEEP - MeNAIR and HERTZ.

(2) Station Three - MELVIN.

(3) Stations Four to Seven inclusive -

McGOWAN, RFeY, MONSSEN and McDF4UT in that order.***

(b) Stations Nine to Eighteen inclusive units of
DESRON FORTY-EIaGT (TU 79.11.1), as follows:**

(i) Stations ,Lne to Thirteen inclusive -

KIDD, CHANNING, ABBOT, GkNSEVOCORT and HALE in that order.*N-M*

(2) Stations Fourteen to Eighteen inclusive
ERBEN, WALKER, ELACK and BRAINE, but exact stations, not fully known.

* Action Report CALIFORNIA, Participation in Operations off Island of
Leyte, P.I., Cttober 19th - 24th, 1.944, Serial 0025, November 8th,
194; also Action Report COLUMBIA, Banbardment Report, Leyte Istand,
October 17th - 24th, 1944, Serial 012, November let, 1944; Action
Report LOUISVILLE, Seizure and Occupation of Leyto Area, October 17th-
24th, 1944, Serial 0044, November Ist, 1944; War Diary SCWROEDER,
October 20th, 19"4; War Diary POrLAND, October 20th, 1944.

** Action Report C(iMDXhSh0N 48 (CTU 79.11.1), Leyte Gulf, Philippine
Islands, October 20th- 2-4th, 1944, Serial 0OO, October 20th, 1944.

~* Action Report C(MDESHRON 54 (CTG 79.11), Attack on Leyte Island,
Central philippines, October 2otb - 24th, 1944, Serial 059, November

j 1A2th, 1944.
S** Cff 79 Attack Plan AN04-4, October 2rnd, 1944, Annex "I".
"* * Action Report arxi War Diaries or the Thips concerned.
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(c) Iqtations Nineteen to Twenty-Six inclusive,
units of DESRON FORTY-,'INE kfU ?'.1i.2), as follows:*

HALLIGAN, TWIGGS, HARADEN, SPROSTON, PICKING,
ISHRFWOOD, Ma-,DONOUGH, and CHARLES J. BADGE1R in that order.**

(d) Radar Picket Station Number Two (sometimes
listed as Screening Station No. 8) was occupied by the WICKES.*

The above shows that the basic plan provided for
three screens (1) the outermost to be maintained by DESRON FIFTY-FOUR (2)
the intermediate to be maintained by DESRON FORTY-EIGHT and (3) the inner to
be maintained by DESRON FORTY-NINE. No difficulty was encountered in
maintainiyrg the outermost screen. However, due to the necessity for
providing destroyers from both DESRON FORTY-EIGHT and DESRON FORTY-NINE for
FS missions it was not possible at all times to maintain the intermediate
screen. Therefore, it was considered more advisable to maintain the inner
screen with about twelve dertroyers than to sacrifice inner protection in
order to maintain the intormediate screen. CC(DESRON FORTY-NINE (CTU 79.112)
as the senior officer took active charge of the disposition of ships in the
inner screen and maintained this control for about four and one half days.
Although he succeeded in general in maintaining the changing twelve ship
screen throughout these days he had no penranency of detail and therefore
the composition of the screen was repeatedly changing. This was because
the ships of the screen were beiag constantly ordered by CTF 79 to various
iiidependent assigmncntz3. *-N-f

In general the inner screen then was composed
of the ships of DEMRONs FORTY-EiGHT and FORTY-NINE although, u;: occasions,
the screen was reinforced by 3hips of DI;5RCN FIFTY-SIX and even by APD's
and DMS's.

Because of this 1.he screens will be dropped
as independent units ii this study and will be referred to only in relation
to the operations of other comanarers and -.otably of CTF 79.

(d) Operations of CTG 70.1 (Motor Torpedo Boat
Group), October '.Oth.

GTG 70.1 continued without incident toward Leyte
,t;uif &long Route ,;LIEARWAT~h and at 2.)40 was bearing 1100(T), dizit-ant
seventy miljs from the entrance.

Cl'r, 79 Attack Plan A304-4.4, October 2nd, 19"1, Aruiex "i"
Atction Report and War Diaries of the ships concerned.

N*X Action Report CU '79,11.2", ReImprt on the Assault on L.etyte I!.1and,

Phil1pplexrs, Seriat. 01.1, October )Oth, •194.
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(b) Suiraiine Force, S•EV•TH Fleet.

(1) Opera'iowi of GTF 7r1 (Submarines, West Astralia)
October 2th, 1944 (Plates!X;, E, XJ, XII, lIIT).

The submarine-s of TF 7- operated r i'maly. CTF 71 gave
no nev inetr.actiono to any of his comand which would make% any iMportant
change in the geeral o-mr#U deploavAnt for this day, and t ,erefore the
camnts rades in Volwo, 1* concereu,-g thw inadequacy of the S(FESPAC sub-
muaim, deployamnt to accomplisa rdequa'eiy the Pssigned 2bjecti'er sti11
obtainmA. but with Srm.ter foreý beeuae of tka fact that as will. be shown
late* (a) sou of the autdarines were not on ia-Ltic and (b) sme had al-
ready ret:2d without replaceaent. No contacts of unusual importancot ware
made, U".hough -apanese aireraft on patroi were obaerved by sumarires
operatLg off central Luzon.

It wmy stem aarprising wut, AS any credenie can be
givea to his War Diary, U!F 71 was either not entirely fami &r with tne
above facts, or chose to ignor* them. In stiport of this view it seeris
wise, at this poian., to quote from hic. War Diary ac to the lucation of his
submarines on D-day

"(a) -'., out of torpedoes, but rej.i ned for reconnais-
sance patrol north of Lingayen Gulf.

"(b) BREM and "J"TARRO covering west ýand northwest

apprbaches to I.an:Ua.

"(c) ANGLER and BLUEGILL i- overing southwest apprcaches

to Manila and Verde Island Passage.

"(d) ROCK and BErr(ALL patroll.ing on line between Cape
Var"la and northwest corner of Dangerous Ground.

"(e) DARTER covering southern entrance Palawan Passage

and DACJE covering western approaches Balabac Struit.

"(f) AI4H1•q.RFAD coivering southwoot spprc¢ches Bruneo

Bay. GURNA, on route s*me area, in vicinity Great. Ntoena Island.

"(g) LAPPON east of Coron PAy. [DP.T'4 sou.frtibotd '.n

Sulu Sea.

"In) PRADDLE assigned 1Dalikpapan lifeguard, paLeoliJng

between Cape Mangka.lhat jrd Nurth Watcher when not so ongag.il.

SVolme i, Battle for Leyte (uIf (NavPars 91973) Naval War Collge, 1953,
11pe:I(a) 2(tý), ilges 30-41,

** War Diary CT? 71, October 1944, Sutm•Ary of (Oerationn of bubarines TF

1't In Support of KING IT (teyta) O'zstohey 9th f 27t1 -1941•, Sioral
00328, November 17th, 194".
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"n i) BATFISH northbov d irn Makassar Strait headed for
patrol eastern Sulu Sea.

"• J) 1* T'CIVY patrolling lower Makassar Strait; WS
STOIC pa~rollng Java Sea, and R45 STORK patolling east of Saleler Strait.

W .L'RL1A.R pat '.1ling soutLhern approaches Sunda Strait.

What are toe facts? The f~cts are "Plate IX" that, of
tha abovw. statý.ons, only (C) ANGLER and bLUEGILL, (d) ROCK sid B&.4GALL,
(fr' H 4M•.HEAD Bid GURRARD[ (g) LAPON and RATON, (h) PADDLE, and (J)
TAI.IVY, !"OIC, STORM ar.i SIRDAR, w're correct. The other stations: (a)
cord, (b) -71EAM and GUITARRO, (e) LARTER and LACS, and (i) BATFISH, wora
in orrect, and the BOVYFISH, which was oft NW Luzon, wvs n.•t mentioned at
all. A.,tually, (1) t-e COD. a,% nhown on Diagram P, wi.s well south of
Lingayen Gulf drd more nearly in the vicinity of Subic Bay, whereas the
9JNEFIý-[ was in the station listed as being ocoupied by the COD, (2) the

B.IEAM a id GUITARRO wbre at midnight (0OX October 20th) in tne southern
. ilu Sea at which time the BREAM was 480 miles from her station off Manila,

waid the GUITARRO, which was to the southward of the BREAM, was just transit-
ing Sibutu 9ssag, •3) the DARTER, which, rather than the DACE, was
assigned the patrol of Balabac Strait, had departed Balabac Strait for a

rendezvous with the DACE in central Palawan Passage and at midnight (0000
SOctober 20th) was about eighty miles to the northwa'rd of her assigned

station. (Diagr•im B, also Plate IX). At this time the Japanes. FIRST
Striking Force was but 245 miles to the westward (Diagram B) and (4) the
BATFISH, instead of being in Makassar Strait, tas just entering the Floces

Sea and, instead of being en route patrol the Sulu Sea, was 9n route to
• •A-8.*

Why was this so? The answer seems to have been that (a)
the statiz-.s ii4ted in tht War Diary were, in general, the stations
origiaally repcrted to CTF 77 (Coinaander Central Philippines At.ack Force)

as those t "lch his submarines would occupy for the period October 15th -
25th,** (b) OTF 71, except for minor modifications, appears to have con-
sidered that these stations were , ipso facto, so occupied whether or not it
" ....... y posnible for some of his submarines to arrive on schedule

(Plate X), (c) several submarines notably RAY and RATON had retired from the

are,. %ith, replacement and without conducting the planned patrols as
regards the QL-ation,*** and (d) severRi other submarines, notably the

DARTEh aund the UACE, which wp-e in northern Palawan Passage where they were

searul'i-*', for met'hanL shipping, were not on station.-*

,,TG 71.1 Dispatch 181122 October i944 to All Submarines,

G F 71 Dispatch 101426 October 194,4 to COM7TT&1LT ard CGMSOMESPAC.

• 'W.i Patrol Report RAY, Report of 6TH War Patrol, Serial 018, December

8th, 1944; War Patrol Report RATON, Report of 6TH War Patrol, No

Serial, December lot, 1944.
*•** War Patro' Report DA4TI11, ,.Llport of 4T." War Patrol, Serial 020,

Ncpvember 5th, 1941.: War PatroL vteport DACE, Report of 5TH War Patrol
0al 9, November 6th, 1944.
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CTF 71
C• October 20th

There were three coordinated attack groups (wolf
packs). These were the BREAM and GUITARRO, the BLUEGILL and ANGLER, and
the DACE and DARTER. As pointed out above, the BREAM and GUITARRO had not
as yet arrived on station but, instead, were proceeding independently to
their stations.

IT SEEMS WELL AT THIS TJME TO POINT OUT THAT THIS
PRACTICE, WHICH WAS IN VOGUE IN SOWESPAC, OF HAVING THE SUBMARINES, WHICH
WERE TO CL(IPRISE A COORDINATED ATTACK GROUP (WOLF PACK), PROCEED TO THE
DESIGNATED AREA INDEPENDENTLY, AND NOT FORM THE ATTACK GROUP UNTIL THEIR
ARRIVAL IN THE AREA, DIFFERED M4ATERIALLY FRO•4 THE PRACTICE IN SUBPAC. THE
SUBPAC SUBMARINES PROCEEDED INDEPENDENTLY TO A DESIGNATED RENDEZVOUS, WHICH
RENDEZVOUS WAS IN RELATIVELY SAFE WATERS, AND rHENCE PRC.,7FEDED TOWARD THE
DESIGNATED AREA AS A COORDINATED A'ITACK GROUP (WOLF PACK). CERTAINLY, OTHER
THINGS BEING EQUAL, THE SUBPAC PRACTICE WAS CLEARLY THE BEITER PRACTICE.
WHY, THEN, WAS THIS LATTER PRACTICE NOT FOLLOWED IN SOWESPAC? WHILE THE
ANSWERS ARE NOT ENTIRELY APPARENT, EXPERIENCED SOWESPAC SUBMARINE OFFICERS
STATE THAT AMONG THEM MUST BE INCLUDED THE FACT THAT THESE SUBMARINES PRIOR
TO ARRIVING IN THEIR DESIGNATED AREAS, WERE FORCED (A) TO TRANSIT ENEMY
WATERS FOR LONG DISTANCES (B) TO PASS THROUGH NARROW, SHALLOW AND RESTRICTED
WATERS IN SEVERAL PLACES WHERE THEY WERE WELL WITHIN RANGE OF ENEMY AIRCRAFT
(C) SINCE EACH SOMSPAC SUBMARINE COMMANDING OFFICER HAD HIS OWN PREFERRED
METHOD OF PASSING THROUGH SUCH DANGEROUS WATERS, IT WAS CONSIDERED ADVISABLE
TO PERMIT HIM TO PROCEED INDEPENDENTLY, AND (D) SIMILIAR CONDITIONS DID NOT
OBTAIN IN GENERAL IN SUBPAC.

CTF 71 was aware of the fact that the Allied maLa
landings were to occur this day on Leyte Island. He does not appear to
have issued any instructions thereon to his command, presumably in order to
maintain security.

During the forenoon he issued information and
instructions as follows: (a) at 0024 he informed the TANTIVY that a plane
had reported many large ships stationary in a bay (Lat tude 040 - 02' u,
Longitude 1190 - 371E) at 1300 on the preceding day,* and (b) as CTG 71.1.,
he advised the Comuanding Officer, STOIC at i156 that (1) since the
ZWAARDVISCH had departed Area "%, thait area was available to him, and (2)
the TANTALUS would enter his area en route patrol station on October 23rd,
which day was the scheduled departure date for the STOIC.**

At 1+46 he roceived a dispatch froui CTF 17 to the
effect that (a) the COBI, .,Id nass to CTIF 71 at 180() Octobe•' 21st in the
vicinity of Latitude 18° - 30'N, Longitude 1180 - JO'E, and, f'om there on,
would be operating under CTF 7l1's dispatch 193IL7, and (b) (1) th"- BARhIW,
was out -f torpedoes and, since she required fuel, he planned to send her
to ýpai• for fuel, torpedoes and any vital repairs prior to seiuiyig her t.

(riF 71 Dispatch l9)1524 Gctcber 1944 to Tull.? Zi.
SCTG 71-1 Pispatch 2Od25t. u)ztoknr 1944 t- TG 7'/.I, T 71 .7, Zj/j2.
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Fremantle for refit, (2) he believed the BARBEL should be capable of
approximately ten days pmtrol en route and therefore he requested patrol
instructions for her.*

Since this dispatch was hf.hly cooperative and indicated
a clear appreciation of the neceasity for employing submarines to the
fullest whenever practicable, it seems likely that CTF 71 received this
dispatch with satisfaction and commnrced estimating the situation to
determine where the HARBEL might best be employed during the ten days in
question. Of course, he realized that she would not be available immediate-
ly as the time required for the voyage to Saipan, the delay there for
needed repairs, and the time required to return to the SOWESPAC area would
likely he a matter of severel weeks.

At 1712 he informed all submarines SEVENTHFLT that
submariness on patrol had recently reported there had been three battery
explosions of Mark 18 torpedoes in the tubes, due to the concentration of
hydrogen, and prescribed czrtain technical remedial measures to be
observed. **

During the afternoon and early ovening he issued infor-
mation and instructions as follows: (a) as CTG 71.1 he advised his comanda
at 1211 that the CFRO (of TF 72) on a special mission was rouýed through
SOWESPAC area passing through Sibutu Passage, Mindoro Strait and north
along Longitude 1190 - 00'E to Area A-2 where she was scheduled to arrive
on October 25th,*N* (b) advised CTF 17 at 1651 that (1) BONEFISH wculd
shift his Op-control to him at 0900 October 21st, (2) COD would shift his
Op-control at 2100 October 26th in Latitude 180 - 30' N, Longitude 1200 -
0'E, and (3) both had b-,en instructed in the CTF 17 procedures relating

thereto,90 (c) at 1808 he advised the Naval Officer-in-Charge FremantleJi
adthe Air Officer Comuanding Western Australia that, upon completion of ,

exercises in submarine Exercise Area ABLE at about midnight, the submarines
HAKE and GRCM wo'mald proceed northward,N*Efr* and (d) at. 1924 he (1)
advised the PADDLE that, although his information therecn was meager, he -

knew that air strikes on Balikpapan were planned for October 23rd and 27th
and he planned to order her home as soon as possible after October 27th,
(2) directed her whon not orn lifeguard duty to conduct ner patrol between
Cape Mangkalihat and North Watcher Island.*o14*

WHAT ACTION HiE TO(J( IN Triir MATTER OF A LACK OF' INFOR-
MATION UXEARDING AIR 3TRIKESIN THE BALIKPAPAN AREA 13 NOT KNOWN. IT SEHM3 I
CLEAR, IkJWE'!Eh, FRCM 'T'HIS DISPATCH THAT HE IOU( IUITTLE, IF ANY ACTION. IF

S71CTF 1.7 Dispatch 2;0233 October 1944 to CTF 71, inOo CINCPAC, CTF 72,
C(XTTHFL.T.

: CU(-Uý57T'HFI-T Dispatch 2CX)81" ()ctob•:•r 19Jý4 to UJ.ý;. 1,1ubmarines P•:•rt,Tj,
info 0()M4S)UBh0iNJ 12, V,, 18R,, at-0 GTý" 72.

•*'" (0T(C '/1 Visuatch A'2031 L October 1944 to TG 17. I C!C ))7CT•P CF Y 71 i:•ut_,tj ;k)7ý1 Octohbr 1944 to, (CT.F _0, inf/o C.INCP'AG, CTV 72,
G'C M THF111%

1***7 C1F 71 Disspatch A: O8 October 1V44 to NO•t F'rean.tle, A!C WA.
'" J:TF 71 ji, i tch 2•1(,14h O:Lcober 1944 t,- Ci, i 71.3 ((,ATDI}),

7,L
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THIS WAS SO IT WAS U'WISE FOR NO COGMDING OFFICER CAN BE EXPECTED TO
PERF0RK LIFEGUARD DUTIES EFFICIENTLY IF HE IS NOT SUPPLIED WITH ADEQUATE
INFORKATION THEREON. IN THIS CONNECTION, PUESENT DAY INSTRUCTIONS (1957)
STATE, AMONG OTHER THIS, THAT REQUESTS FOR LIFEGUARD DUTIES SHOULD
INCLUDE (A) PLANNED DATE OR DATES OF MISSION, (B) NSTIMATED TIME SCHEDULE of
FLIGHTS, (C) T7PE OF AIRCRAFT INVOLVED, (D) PRIMARY AND ALTERBATE TARGETS,
(E) ROUTES TO BE FLOWN TO AND FROM TARGETS, AND (F) RADIO CALLS OF FLIGHT
LEADERS (EXCEPT FOR LARGE SCALE FLIGHTS).*

At 2037, realizing that the date of the BARBEL' s return
from Saipan was indeterminate, he replied to CTF 17 to the effect that the
BARBEL, upon passing the Op-Control position (where she passed to the con-
trol of CTF 71), Latitude 180 - 301N, Longitude 1180 - OO'E, (a) was to
proceed to Area A-7 (Which area was bounded by Latitudes 140 - 15'N and
160 - 301N and Longitudes 1180 - OOE and 1150 - OO'E), and (b) at dark on
the tenth day after passing to CTF 71 was to proceed to Fremant.le** as
instructed in CTF 71's 191147 October 1944.***

At 2051 he advised CTG 30.1*M* that at 0900 the
following morning his submarines would be patrolling as follows: (a) the
COD, BREAM, GUITARRO, ANGLER, BLUEGILL off west Luson; (b) the ROCK and
BERGALL west of Dangerous Ground; (c) the DACE and DARTER west of Balabat
Strait; (d) the HAKKERHEAD and GURNARD off northwest Borneo; (e) the RATON
and LAPON southbound in the Sulu Sea; (f) the STOIC in the Java Sea-; (g)
the PADDLE and TANTIVY in Makassar Strait; (h) the STORM in Zohe Flores Sea;
(i) the SIRDAX south of Sunda Strait; (j) the ZWAARDV1SCH southbound south
of Lcubok Strait; (k) the BATFISH northbound through Makassar Strait; (1)
the TANTALUS northbound in Latitude 15° - 00'S, Longitude 1WA - 4S'E.•

"IT SHOULD BE CLEAR FROM THE DISCUSSION GIVEN PREVIOUSLY
CONCERNING THE LOCATION OF TF 71 SUBMARINES THAT THIS DISPATCH SHOWS A
SIXILAR LACK OF CORRECT INFORMATION.

At about 2100 he received a dispatch from the Ctnwanding
Officer BLUEGILL that he had expended his torpedoes in an abortive attack
against at least two cargo ships and one subchaser skirting Cape Calavite
on course 2400 (T), speed ten knots, and that his fuel on board was 43,000
gallons. -•H

SSubmarine Operation P 23), DepartmenL of the Navy, Office of
the Chief of Naval Operations, 1-953, Paragraph 961(a).
CTF 71 Dispatcý 201J37 October 1944 to CTF 17, info GTF 72,
COM17THFLT.
CTF 71 Dispatch 191147 Octobsr 1944 to CTF 17, CTF 72,
CMH7THFLT.

* TG 'IG 30.1 wab the Flagship Group 3RDFLT, cornrmnded by (>al-Laii Caari F.
Holden, U6N.

,*"* 0CTP 71 Dispatch 201151 October 1944 to CTG :30.1.
-* War Diary CTF 11, October 20th, 1944; also Wai Patrol Repoi

UI,UEGII, Peport of 3iRD) War, PaLrol, Serial 039, November 25th k94,4.
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During the night and until midnight he issued infor-
mation and instructions as follows:

(a) At 2201 he advised (1) the HAMMERHEAD, that the
GLURARD was assigned patrol areas D4 and D7 and (2) the GURNARD, that
the HAMMERHEAD was reconnoitering off Brunei Bay. 4

(b) At 2213, as CTG 71.1, he notified his task groups
that the HAKE and the GROWI•R had departed Fremantla on this day en route
Area A4 where they wvould form a wolf pack with the HARDHEAD, and gave the
route via Exmouth Gulf, Lombok and Makassar Straits, Sibutu Passage and
Mindoro Strait.**

(c) At 2343 he (a) cancelled his dispatch orders to
CTG 71.5 (Coumander Advance Base Group ABE) based at Mios Woendi, to make
voyage repairs there on the RAY for her further movement to Pearl Harbor
and (b) directed that commander to complet: the repairs at Mios Woeidi awi
to return the RAY to patrol.N**

Finally, since on the previous day he had issued two
orders to the lifeguard submarines and had issued additional instructions to
them he knew that the BONEFISH, COD and LAP0N had completed, as of sunset,
their lifeguard assignments and that he would have only three submarines
left on lifeguard duty. One of these was the PADDLE, which as pointed out
previously, ,as to conduct lifeuard duties in Makassar Strait on at least
October 23rd and October 27th. The other two were the ROCK and BERGALL,
which had been directed to act, in a sense, as lifeguards for the China-
based planes searching the seaareas to the northward of their patrol line.~,•
He did not know that just before midnight these two submarines had departed
this area and had headed toward thie sea areas south of Saigon.

The operations of the sumtrines in this volume will
generally be discussed as groups assigned to a particular area or as in-
dividual submarines depending, on which arrangement appears the more
desirable. They will be discussed curonologically as presented in CTF 71's
dispatch of October 10th. wherein he advised C(PASEVENTHFLT as to the planned
disposition of TF 71 sulmsarines, as discussed in Voluge I of this analysis
and as shown on Plate X. However, submarines operating in areas south of the
Java Sea such as the SIRd)Aht, which was operating in Sunda itrait, and the

subnrines which had broken- down, such as the KAY, which was- approaching Mios
Woendi for repair.s, will not normally be included. Contacts on shipping will

be indicated only if important -- in general, over !0X) tuns.

GTE 71 I0ispntch 20130 ut-ber 19ý44 to 'i0 71.1 (GURNARD), HANMEREHIAD).

fl * CTG 71.1 Dispatch ý2i.3l13 OctLeher 9IV44 to TO's 71.1, 71.7, 2'W ,'-.

q0 GTP 71 1)is .ptch )014_43 Octotn .r 19.4 t9 ) GIV .t, (11 nfo CGUMINCH,
ci 'PCAC, :CE7TkIFIT.

f* 'l'p 71 Dis•vtch lt[Jb'6 October .1.9,41, to TG 71.1, Z41.
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In discussing the su'ki%,arine operations3 the follow~ing
covdraiu have bneen guiding factors.-

(1) Erfective average Contact rewges.,*

(&') (fr izideper~erit morchant sh~ips.

1)Radar,,

(a) 3urface - six miles,

(b) Submergad - n~one.

()Periscope - fivie miles.

(1) Sonar - QB/AJ two and or~-afmiles. JP

Vhree and 'three-qtuirtN r nmiles.

(b) On kiscorted conibatant ships.

(. ) Radar.

(aj Surface -- ten 7tiilks.

(b) .3ubm,3rged - none,,

~)Perisr.ope - six mileq-

3even and one-hialf x~ileie

(2) B3asic -Inz .ructwiri, by di-ýpatxch:

(a,) At. 0052 ft)ctober 1-1th al wtmwl'nwe, of I3A

were diirected a~s roilowsi:

rwel,~ lxt. f i ften dayi wco~isitlate~týh Ulw y'oU do
not der-art asigneo ,re3L9 wi~hout. giving. \is pri~or not i~e iome adjustrnenLs
of areas and nxtl.ns4.ons of o, tr;o wll~ proh-tbly be necoei-'ary. Thogiu now

on route home, keop on eomirkg,.*0

(1) ',418 October I~tth by vnt '~t1 A

1nfo others, whichi inc1,Aed Lhe phraset "eurl1y advIce Moveinkerft O~i
~'owatat. ~hi '.9i extrt-mnly ý.mjwrk ant ~~

k. ~SuETs-drine 'arfe istr'ti.ons, 03SF-9, 11!&y Dopiir~truentUT li!e
16-.5, Iaragraph PnO4.

* ,I' 'Y1'71 D£)Xspatch 1-0.1 ¶52 ucto:>t"r L941. t, 'rC '71,.1, Z,'
*N CF11. D~ispatch UOG1e 0totLýi -941 to I~~" , '+.
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CTF 71IOctober 20th

(2) 1707 October 11th by instructioms to
KUMULM-hL and AN(UER, info others, which included the phrase "early advice
wovtxwnts oobat~ant, units impti~rtant" ,il

(3) 2129 October 16th by instructions to
1ANTIVY, info others,, which included the phrase "advise earliest Zeasible
uily enemy combatant vessel c~ontqcti,I,**

(4)~ IM2 October 17th by additiorAl"Instructions
to, the TANTIVY, info others, which included the phrases, "break rwtia
3iisn\ae te advise any contact wi~th ernsiy combatant ships suzh as cruisers or
1arga, If a large task force is sighted sending a contact report is
pri~tvjr importance. It a lesmer contact is made attack first., if possible".

(c) The abure messages under (a) a&W (b) should have
c~lerly indicated to ail submarine cc'anderz the natur3 of forthcoming
events even if, as semam w-.t likely, they did not know of the Leyte
operation.

I,&a) BREAM and WTUTRR:

It w!J1 be recalled (from Voltme I) that (a) three
sufxarines (BREAM, RATON and GUITARRO) had been originally ordered to pro-
ceed independently to form a coordinated attack group (wolf pack) under the
Cocmanding Officer &EhAM, upor their arrival in Areas A3 -~ A7, and (b) the
04JITARUO had been detc~ched from~ this group on October 14th to patio]. the
Suli Sea, south of Latitude .11 - 00' N.**** rhis had reduced the group
to two.

It wil.l also be recalied (from Volume II) that,.
bcause of the fact that the RATON, which had expended all but four of her

torpedues against a convoy during the night of October 18th -- 19th, had been

directed on October 19th to retire to Mion Woendibeeo mlan id and &wat orhdes

thre4 GIRto orduer~s ty patrcrat. he SuuSa had bperen wanelle, ind ~ heeadn
been ordere Ato carry ohustedo wrgiat orherso! to be %fl una coaim.118 perisco

gop(wolf 7ack w~ipth 110607~i i Actobar A34 -o CTG71.1, Z

~~(1 Theatc 161229 wctibh 19t toh come'8on ofl this, day/

"was' in 7 lowrSiiuSeatcan wasP. on torter ly4 toare TOtie cI towar her./
patr' ol air ShBtte rwto o Iethe sulfac (iat~ all3) Nvals Warep wolen e

forcd 3, !umrpi ya7ca*L h aq prationa oere in~A4 general un- UIAR

*"A volume 1i, Ba~ttl.e ro! Leyte Gjulf (UavPers 921.97), Naval War College,

,,) BRMRATON argi GUV1TARIJO, October 19th.
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# 1 SUBMARINE OPERATING AREA CLASSI FICATIONS
SOLITMEST PACIFIC B ADJACENT CENTRAL PACIFIC

OCTOBER a th.- 31 st, iic. 1944
(A~PPENDIX 5 TO ANNEX" C To rANF. SWPA OP-PLAN 13-441
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and therefore took avoiding action. Actmilly, mine no Japaneo ,.r Allied
subeu rine were nearby, it seem clear tbat this contact was fal-i. How-
ever, later in the day (at 1748) she sigt Pd •e3other submarine ai6. ori, the
surface, She recognised it as an Allied sub-'4rive which ar _xrhange of calls
proved to be the RATON. She then exchanged i ,oniation after ý.ich she ast
course for Mindoro Strait. On this day she steamr' 283 miles.*

(2) The G.TABRO, wnch at the comencement of the
day had just entered the lower Sulu Sea, and was ,ow on a norther]l W course,
continued or toward her patrol ste.tion. She was abo;st sixty mil-s astern of
"the BREAM, (biaeram B). She remaik-d • m the surface durinm, most of the day.
However, for reasons not explained but presumably beo.use of esrt %irc-aft,
she mikeerged from 0705 until 1426. Then at 1445, having sighted a ship
believed to he a heavy cruiser making iw'mity-two knots, she submerged at 145,
and endeavored to close the ship. At 1525 she surfaced and unsuccessfully
trailed at high speed.** It see=s likely that this contact was on a warship
smaller than a cruiser; probably an escort type. That the r ''&RO was
doubtful of the character of this ship io clear enough for, in tier -atrol

report, she refers to it in one p.ace as a "warship at sixteen knots" and in
"another place am a CA at twenty-two ki ots, and in her deck log as a "ship".
Also she made no contact report althou,'h the instructions in general were to
report such contacts.

The remainder of the day was utiientful excepting
that (a) at 1609 she sighted a friendly submarine (NARWHAL) on a southerly
course and (b) at 2130 she exchanged recognition signals witk• the RkTON,
which was retiring from the area.***

(b) ROCK and BERGALL;

These submarines were stationed on their patrol line
between Cape Varella and North Danger Shoal with the B1ERGALL to the westward
and che ROCK to the eastward of Longitude 1120 -OO'E.*

(1) The BERC' L, which had returned to her patrol
station about midnight, was patrolling along a 1050 - 285O(T) patrol line
reversing course every hour on the half hour. She operated at speeds of
eleven knots until 0500, am' ,t a•- L.t :if .een knots thereaftor, and remainrd
on the surface during dayliga.. as well as darkness. Her patrol was

^T, about 2300, for reasons entirely unknown, ,.h',t

SWar Patrol Repo aiAMK, Report of 3RD War Patrol, Serial 021---44,
Novera•, I-x d 194.1.

iLcr 1Pat..I Report GUITARRO, Report of 3W) War, Patrol, Serial (4Gh.if'
Nove-mber 16th, "

-*" Deck Log 'A.,TA1,Ut., October 2Qth, 1944.

* CF 1i iDispatch 160456 Cectober 1%94 to CTG '11.1 (auCK and BERGALL).

•*""* Deck Log BRaGALL October 2Orth, 1944; also War Patrol Raepcrt Br&RGALL,

Report of iST War- Patr' 1, Serial 0102, November 8th, 19.4.
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Conaudiig Officer BMUALL departed his patrol station and headed for the
area south of Saigon.* Since (a) this area was at least 300 miles to the
southwest of his assigned patrol line (b) there apparently were no contact
reports on shipping in the Saigon area, and (c) he had received no orders
directing him to that area, it woulI be interestikng to discover what
motivAted him to take this unusual action.

At 2400 the BERGCALL on course 22 00(T), speed
fiL'teen, was bearing 1200 (T), distant eighty miles from Cape Varella.

(2) The ROCK operating at various p.peeds, was
patrolling her station on course 275°(T) frca midnight until 0700 at which
time she changed course to 150 (T) and remained on this course until 1700
at whica time she changed course to 280 0 (T). She operated on the surface
until l148 wher. she was forced to submergo by enemy aircraft. At 1721 she
surfaced and operated on the surface the remainder of the day. Her patrol
was uneventful.,**

Sometime before 2328 the ConandLring Officer ROCK
apparently learned from the BERGALL that that ship was heading to a sea area
south of Saigon and decided to do likewise for, at that hour, he also depart-
od his statior and headed for the same general area as the BERGALL.**

(3) IN SO DEPARTING THEIR AS51GNED AREAS WITHOUT S"VEN
N•iIFYING CTF 71 AND OTHER INTERESTED CXIMANDS OF THEIR ABSENCE FRh THEIR
PATiOt. STATIONS, IT WOULD APPEAR THAT BOTH OF THESE CCOMANDING OFFICERS HAD
NOT OKLY DISRzKAIF)ED THEIR INSTRUCTIONS FRCM CTF 71 TO K§4AIN ON STA7ION ON
T'r LINE CAPI VAR•ELA TO NORTH DANGE S,4'11 ýNTIL FUR'THE ORDERS, BUT HAL
ALSO R1MOVED TH4SELVES FROM THEIR LIFEGU. ) RESPONSIBILITIES ASSIGNED BY
CTF 7..*** IN THIS ip.rfER CONNECTION, NO LIFEGUA1W CALLS WERE RhEGl!I!VED ON
THIS DAY BY EITHER SUa(ARINE.x**'

(c) HLUGMIU, and ANGIER:

The two submarines operated as a coordinated attack
group (wo'Lf pack) under the Comwa.nding Officer BLUEGILL. The BLUEGILL at
this time was patrolling between Lubang Islaro and Cape Ca-Lavite while the
ANGLER was on a NW -- SE li-ne from the northwest coast of Lubang Island to
the northern boundary of' are A4 and thereby guarding the JW approaches to
Janila Bay.

* Deck Log DERGAL, October •Oth, 19'44; also War Patrol Report B94iGA,1,
Report of 1ST War Patrol, Serial OiO, November 8th, 19I4,.

t•-N Deck Log RLHK, Oct.ober 20t.h, 19"/; &&s4o War Patrol Report RIOK,
Report. of 4TH War Patrol, Serial 016, November 11th, 19144.
CTPF 71 Dispatch 160656 Octobex )P,4 to C'G 71.1 (ROCK, KHGRALL).

SDeck Logs ROCF and RI*GALL, Oct•,ber 20th, 1944; also War Patr)ol Reprt
ROCK, Report of 4TH War Patrol, Serial 016, November llth, 1944;
War Patroi Report R3.IiLALL, Report of 1ST War Patrol, Serial (jV).
November 8th, 1944.
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(1) It will be recalled from Volume I1* that the
BLUEGILL, which at dark on October 18th, had completed her normal patrol,
was low on fuel and had but three torpedoes in working condition remaining,**
had been directed on October 19th to remain in Area A4 for a few more days.*W*
She had therefore continued her patrol as ordered.

On this day she operated on the surface until 0510
when in position about. ten miles northwest of Cape Calavite she submerged.
She sighted nothing of importance until 1325 when having sighted smoke, her
commanding officer closaed and contacted two medium oilers in ballast with one
subchaser escort. At 1541, in position bearing 0360 (T), distant seven miles
from Cape Calavite, he fired four torpedoes (he had succeeded in repairing
one torpedo -4hich increased the operating torpedoes from three to four) at one
of 'he oilers all of which, owing to radical maneuvers by the oiler, missed.
He was now attacked by the subchaser. At 1547 he underwent an ineffective
depth charge attack.****

At 2030 he surfaced and made a contact report to
CTF 7i1** which included the fact that he had fired all remaining torpedoes
at two cargo ships-he apparently had changed his estimate of the targets
fros oilers to cargo ships..**** In the same dispatch he reported that his
oil remaining was 43,000 gallons. Thereafter he continued his patrol on the
surface. At 2350 he contacted the ANMR.? and issued patrol instructions for
the following day.*

(2) The ANGMR patrolled submerged during daylight
and on the surface during darkness. At 2240 she intercepted alUEGII' s
dispatch reporting her abottive attack on the two cargo ships and joined in
the hunt for the convoy.****** At 2350 sne contacted the BLUEGILL and
received information from the wolf pack ccxmander relative to the next day's
patrol.

ExcepL for the above the day was uneventful.

(d) DACE and DARTER:

These two submarinei which constituted a coordinated
attack group (wolf pack) under the Commanding Officer DARTER had been
eaisgned stations in the western approaches to Balabac Strait and in southern

Palawan Passage.RN-***** They (a) alternated their stations from time to time

* Volume II battle for Leyte Gulf (NavPer-a 92194), Naval War College,
1955.
War Diary CT($ 71, October 18th, £944.
*0TF 71 Disnatch 190357 October 1944 to RLUXGIUL.
War Patrol Report BLUEGILL, Report or 3RD War Patrol, Serial 039,
November 25th, 194.

**-n War Uiary GTF 71, October 2ist, 1944,
*M***A War Patrol Report ANGLoAt, Report of 5TH War Patrol, Serial 09(10),

November 9th, 1.944.
ttfl" n (UTF 71 Dinstch 1105)04 October 1944 to ClPg 71.1 (DARTER, 1)AGE,

HAMMERHEAD).

83

b



mY•• • •• • • •: 4• .•'' -.r-••• -,!! Y-• w.Y.• r 4  - - -- ,v - v,,

CTF 71
October 20th

as directed by the wolf pack commander, and (b) on this day patrolled
submerged di.ring daylight and on the surface during darkness.*

It will be recalled from Volume TI that (a) at
midnight (0000 October 20th) the DARTER was patrolling in the vicinity of
Royal Captain Shoal and the DACE was patrolling about sixty miles to the
northward of the DARTER,** (b) the wolf pack commander had originally
assigned these new patrol stations in order to locate the convoy which thi
BLUEGILL had attacked on the night of October 18th and L9th,*** and (c)
while moving to the northward to accomplish this task, he had unexpectedly
encountered two southbound Japanese destroyers (AKISHIMO and HAYASHIMO)
which he had endeavored unsuccessfully to torpedo and which, in return, had
unsuccessfully attacked the DARTER. Feeling that enemy heavy units might be
following these destroyers he had assigned an additional task to his two
submarines to discover such heavy units. However this latter task had not
been accomplished by midnight, and therefore the task of locating the
BLUEGILL convoy became his paramount concern.

AT THIS TIME rI SEWS WELL TO REAFFIRM THE POINT
WHICH WAS E14PHASIZED IN VOLUME II; IE., THAT THIS MOVENT OF THE TWO
SUBMARINES BY THE WOLF PACK COMMANDER FROM THEIR ORIGINAL STATIONS TO THEIR
NEW STATIONS WHERE THE NEj•CCCT SUBMARINE (DARTER) WAS SOME NINETY MILES TO
THE NORTHWARD OF HER ORIGINAL STATION, IS NOT CONSIDERED TO HAVE BEEN
CORRECT, THIS IS SO BECAUSE THIS MOVEMENT LEFT BALABAC STRAIT COMPLETELY
UNGUARDED AND THEREFORE DID NOT CONTRIBUTE TO THE ACCCIPLISHKENT OF THE
OBJECTIVE; I.E., THE PREVENTION OF AN UNDETECTED PASSAGE OF THE STRAIT BY
ENIEY FOiZCES MOVING GENEWALLY FROM WEST TO EAST.**** WHILE IT IS RECOGNIZED
THAT THE URGE TO SINK MERCHANT SHIPPING WAS STRONG WITHIN THE SUBRARINE
C)MMAND, WAS THIS URGE TO HAVE PRIORITY OVER REASONED JUDGEMENT? IN THIS
CONNECTION IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THE JAPANESE FIRST STRIKING FORCE COULD
HAVE PASSED THROUGH BALABAC STRAIT BY EARLY AFTERNOON WITHOUT ANY SUBMARINE
INTERFERENCE WHATSOEVER. THE ABSENCE Oe THE DARTER FROM THIS STATION WAS

* Deck Log DACE October 20th, 1944.
** Volume I1, Battle for Leyte Gulf (NavPers 92194), Naval War College

1955, Operations of CTF 71 (Submarines West Australia) October 19th,
19•4, (4) D)ACE and JAitTER.

*** War Patrol. Report DARITER, Report of 4TH War Patrol, Serial O'O,
November 5th, 1944.

*•*• Captain (then CorrmAndcr) David H. McClintock, 0SN, who was the wolf
hack commander, stated later (May 18th, 1956) te Commodore R.W. Bahes,U'.N(Ret), Headt, World War 1-1 Battle E]valuationq Group, Naval War
Coliege, that he did riot consider that he was off station--that he
fort that from cus;tomr.,r operating [procectures he wa5 authorized to

,-;eek out and dAestroy rec-ortod t enemy "shippir4'• (-ven if he h•ad Lo depart
fromp his. as.sit,,ned station. He furthe-r stated that he had "triedI out
hi:i cornmait~t_•:r" by se:rid•)n him a dii ;ixtch aft Jýr seeking) a mt-rchant

convoy and not having received any instbructioros against it (i.e, he
had not been directed t., ret.tirn to stait inn) ho had cornicuditd that
he was at. Libterty to operate a:v he chon,_

•;'4- C( i
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NOT KNOWN TO OTF 71 OR To C THE P1

DISCUSSED) IN CONSIDhRABUE DETAIL •N VOLUME II UNDER THE "OPERATIONS OF
CTF 17, OCTOBER 18TH".*

(:1) DANTER:

At 0500 the DARTER while still on the surface
contacted two northbound destroyers making seventeen knots. She attempted
to close but was unable to do so. However, she did send a contact reportto
the DACE which was to the north of her.** It is not known what Japanese
ships these were since japanese reports available to this analysis do not
mention this contact, but it seems likely that, if they were destroyers,
they belonged to the escort command, and, if not, they wer-1 escort vessels
smaller than destroyers. Except for the above the day was uneventful.

(2) DACE:

At 0535 the DACE having received the DARTER's
contact report above referred to and realizing that if the destroyers
continued on their northerly course she would be in an intercepting
position, prepared for this contact. However not having intercepted them by
0625 she decided that the destroyers "must have gone south so submerged on
station".*** She remained in her new general area throughout the remainder
of the day and operated submerged until 1925 when she surfaced.**** She made
no contacts or consequence.

(e) HMOK.•.HAD:

This submarine, which was conducting a routine prvtr,-i
in the SW approaches to Brunei Bay, had been operating well to the SW and
never nearer than fifty miles to Palau Kuraman Light, at the entrance to the
bay. At the commencement of this day (0000 October 20th) she was some 120
miles SW of the above light. A discussion of her reasons for assuming such
distant positions is contained in Volirne I. **

At 0242, while surfaced, the commanding officer made
iradar contact on a convoy which, ten minutes later, he determined were six
large cargo ships with three escorts. Although interfered with by the escorts
he succeeded in making two separate attacks duri g the next two hours during
which time he fired ten torpedoes, and claimed sinking three of the six cargo
ships. Actually he sank two cargo ships, one at 0338, the UGO LMAHU (3684 tone)
in Latitude 040 - 5?'N, Longitude 1130 - 24'E, the other at 0437, the OYO MAR1
(5458 tons) in Latitude 040 - 41i'N, Longitude 1130 - 22'E.A***

* Volume 11, battle for Leyte Gulf NavPers 92194), Naval War College

1955, Chapter II, Paragraph B(2)(f)(l), Approaches to bungo Juido
(ME6UGO, RONUIL, GABILAN).

** "• War Patrol Report DARTSR, Report of 4TH War Pa r ,I, Serial 020,
November 5th, 1944.
War Patrol Report DACE, Report of STH War Patrol, Se-iai 09,
November 6th, 1944.

S"', Deck Log DACE October 20Oth, 1944.
A*-* Volume II, Pattle for Leyte Gulf (NavPers 92194), Naval War College

1955, Chapter I, Operations of CTF 71, (HAMMERIEAD).
**•*** Japanese Naval and Merchant Losses during World War Ii by United

States Sibmarinos, Februia'y 1947, Prepared oy the Joint Army-Navy

& Assessment Committee.
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Immediately upon completion of his attacks, and
having cleared the area in a northwesterly direction, the commanding officer
at 0623 submerged. At this time he decided that it would be wise to "make
a tour of the Luconia Shoals and let Brunei cool off for a day or two as I
figured it might get a little warm for any close patrolling".* He therefore,
in accordance with this decision, headed for the above shoals on course
345 0 (T) to pass to the eastward of the shoal with the intention of heading
back toward Brunei Bay the following day.* At 2035 he surfaced and at 2047
he changed course to 282°(T) to round the shoal counter clockwise to the
northward. At about 2231 ne received a dispatch from CTF 71 advising that
the GURNARD had also been assigned Areas D4 - D7 and that the HAMMERHEAD was
conducting reconnaissance off Brunei Bay.*,* At 2331 he reported to CTF 71
the details of his attack and announced that if permitted he would depart
the area on October 23rd and would refuel at Exmouth Gulf.*** At 2400 he was
due north of the shoal and therefore some 170 miles almost due west of
Brunei Bay.

ALTHOUGH BY TAKING SUCH RADICAL EVASIVE MEASURES
THE COMMANDING OFFICER HAMMERHEAD REKOVED HIMSELF FROM THE AREA IN WHICH HE
HAD BEEN OPERATING, HIS ACTION IN SO DOING APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SUBMARINE PRACTICE. HE WAS BUT FORTY MILES FRCO4 THE JAPANESE AIRFIELD
AT MIRI AND ABOUT 120 MILES PROM THE SEAPLAWE BASE AT LABUAN ISLAND.
CERTAINLY, HE COULD EXPECT IN THE MORNING 'THAT THE ENE4Y WOULD LAUNCH AN
AIR - SURFACE SEARCH AGAINST HIM AND WITH THE LIMITED DEPTHS OF WATER IN THE
AREA (AFRAGING ABOUT FIFTY FATHOMS) AND THE CLEARNESS OF THE WATER, HE WAS
FORCED BY THE VERY CIRCUMSTANCES TO LEAVE THAT IMMEDIATh ARuA.

BUT WAS HE CORRECT IN DEPARTING FROM THE SW
APPROACHES? WAS NOT HIS OBJECTIVE AS ASSIGNED BY DISPATCH THE COVERING OF THE
SW APPROACHES TO BRUNEI BAY**-* AND HAD HE N(YP BEEN WARNED IN HIS PATROL
ohkj~fizo THAI jAPAN&SE FLEET UNITS MOVING FROM SINGAPORE TO THE MANILA AREA,
WHERE THEY WERE EXPECTED TO ASSN4BLE, MIGHT USE BRUNEI BAY AS A FUELING
BASE?*-•*** COULD HE NOT HAVE ACCOMPLISHED HIS OB,.ECTIVE, AT LEAST TO A LESSER
DEGREE, BY DEPARTING TEMPORARILY THE ATTACK AREA ON A SOUTHWESTEFLY COURSE 30
THAT EVEN THOUGH HE WAS NOT "EFFECTIVELY COVERING" HE WAS NEVERTHELESS IN TJ1E
GENERAL SECTOR PRESCRIBED BY HIS BASIC DIRECTIVE? THEN ONCE HE FELT THAT HE
COULD RETURN TO HIS GENERAL OPERATING AREA HlE COULD STILL DO SO ANT) YET
RF14AIN WITHIN THE SW APPROACHES. IS IT NOT CLEAR THAT, IN SO DOING, THE
NEARER HE CLOSED BRUNEI THE MORE EFFECTIVELY HE WOULD COVER THE SW APPROACHEU
AND THE MORE NEAPd.Y HE WOULD ACCOMPLISH HIS OiWECTIVE?

War Patrol Report HA14ME'R1EAD, Report of 2ND War Patrol, No Serial,
November 2nd, 1944.
CTF 71 Dispatch 201301 October 1944 to 'TG 71.i (GrliNAR), HAr24E4H1AD).

S**- HAIMERHEAD Dispatch 201-431 October 1941t to CTF 71.
*• GTF 71 Dispatch 110504 October 1944 to CPG 71.1
* CTG 71.1 Operation Order No. 127-44 September 8th, 1944 to

HAMMERHKAD.
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It is of interest at this time to discuss the
effect that this torpedoing had on Japanese operations. Japanese reports
show that some time after 0338 the Commander FIRST Striking Force-who was lk

closing Brunei Bay (Diagram £) on course 130 0(T)-knew of this attack and
promptly issued instructions relative thereto." He was naturally quite
conceried for his two oilers-YUHO MARU and HAKKO MARU (Brunei Fueling
Group)-were about 2220 miles from the point of sinking where they could
arrive in about twenty-four hours. The loss of both of these oilers might
well have either forced a cancellation of the present penetration plans or
caused a serious modification therein. He therefore directed (a) at 1112
that the surface escort of the fueling groups was to be reinforced by two
destroyers** which destroyers (ASAGJMO and YAMAGUMO) at 1150 departed Brunei
Bay on this mission, (b) at 1300 the cruisers YAHAI and NOSHIRO to provide
one plane each for antiaub~arine protection of this group,*"* and (c) at
1425 COMCRUDIV SEWEN to make a sweep attack against the Allied submarines
employing night radar equipped aircraft.**** Apparently the Brunei Fueling
Group was not being given antisubmarine coverage by the three planes based
at Miri fcr the reports of this detachment show no coverage of this group
on this day.***** The actions of Commander FIRST Striking Force, as
commented cn above, are discussed more fully under "Operations of Commander
FIRST Striking Force, October 20th, 1944".

(f) TANTIVY:

The TANTIVY, which was on patrol in Area F7
(Makascar Strait) south of Latitude 020 - OOS, was at 0000 off Kabala
Island.

At 0116 she headed for Bonthain Roads at the southern

end of Celebes Island. Although it is not known whether she operated on the

surface or submerged, the distance covered from 0116 to 2400 (about 240

j * Infra., Chapter II, (A)(1)(a), Operations of Commander ].ST Striking
Force October 20th, 1944.
Commander IST Striking Force Visual. Dispatch 201112 October 1944 to
CaKDESRON 10 (IST Striking Force SpSigOrd No. 140), War Diary DESRON
10, October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.

*** Commander IST Striking Force Visual Dispatch 201300 October 1944 to

YAHAGI, NOSH TRO (L1ST Striking Force SpSigOrd No. 141), October 16th-
28th, 1944, Detailed Action Report BATDIV 1, SHO No. 1 Operations,
October 18th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

5*** CoiCmmander 1ST Striking Force Visual Dispatch 201T.h25 October 1944 to
CCOMCRUDIV 7, Detailed Action Report IST Striking Force, SHO
Operations, October 16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA
11839.

*-* Detailed Action Report 901ST Air Group (Miri Detachment), October
1944, WDC Document 160369, NA 12366.
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miles) would indicate that she was largely on the surface. She made no
contacts .*

At 2400 she was bearing 250 0 (T), distant forty
miles from the entrance to the Roads.

(g) STOIC:

This submarine continued patrolling the Java Sea in
Area E5. Sometime during the late afternoon the commanding officer likely
received a dispatch from CTG 71.1 advising him thet (a) since the ZWAARDVISCH
had departed Area E8 that area was also available to him, and (b) the
TANTALUS would transit the area about October 23rd-ti?! day of the scheduled
departure of the STOIC.** It is not known whether the STOIC operated on the
surface during darkness and submerged during daylight, but it is presumed
she conducted a normal patrol.

(h) GURNARD:

The GURNARD, which was headed on the surface for
patrol Areas D4 - D7 where among other duties she was to mine a designated

area in the vicinity of Point Datoe, SW Borneo at 0123 made radar contact on
Pengiki Island.*** This established her navigational position. At 0842,
having recently sighted several native sailboats which she had avoided, her
commanding officer subtnerged to avoid radar contact. He continued on
submerged, and at 1400 entered patrol Area D4.*** He then at 1943 surfaced
and headed for the traffic route off Point Datoe. He made no contacts of
consequence throughout the day. At about 2231 he received a dispatch from
CTF 71 advising both the HAMMERHEAD and GURNARD that the GURNARD would be
operating in Patrol Areas D4 - D7 and that the HAM4ERHEAD was conducting
reconnaissance off Brunei Bay.**-** At 2400 he was about twelve miles north-
west of Soebi IKetjil.**

(i) BATFISH:

This submarine was in the Banda .05a where, prior to
midnight, she had been unsuccessfully attacking a "Q" ship accompanied by
two small escorts. Although she had fired six torpedoes, all had missed.A-f
At 0136, having a fine solution of the firing problem, the commanding officer

* War Patrol Report TANTIVY, Report of 7TH War Patrol, No Serial,
November 4th, 1944.
CTG 71.1 Dispatch 200256 October 1944 to TG 71.1, 71.7, Z4.L/2.

*** War Patrol Report GURNARD, Report of 7TH War Patrol, Serial 030,
November 17th, 1944.

*t-W3 CTF 71 Dispatch 201301 October 1944 to TG 71.1 (GURNARD, HAMMERHEAD).
S*•* War Patrol Report BATFISH, Report of 5TH War Patrol, Serial 057,

December 1st, 1944.

I



CTF 71
October 20th

fired one additional torpedo, which also missed. As the target took
evasive action, he was unable to fire more torpedoes. At 0641 he decided
to employ his deck gun as his torpedo results had been unsatisfactory, and
therefore commenced closing the eney• However, before he could open fire
the "Q" ship and the escorts turned toward him and opened fire so effectively
that at 0720 he submerged.* He then underwent a depth charge attack which,
while close, was ineffective. He remained submerged until 1435 at which
time he surfaced and headed through the Flores Sea toward his patrol station
in Area A8.

(J) STORK:

The STORM at 0400 arrived in her assigned patrol
area (G7). She appears to have chosen first that portion of G7 which
embraced the Gulf of Boni. This patrol station had not been occupied since
the departure of the STURDY three days earlier. She did not remain in this
vicinity very long for, having been bombed by aircraft, her position was
known to the enemy and her commanding officer decided to move southward and
patrol off the southern point of Saleier Island which was also in Area G7.
No contacts of importance were recorded for this day.**

(k) TANTALUS:

The TANTALUS was south of the NEI barrier and con-
tinued toward Lombok Strait en route her patrol station, likely in Area
El.*-K* Her records are not available, but it is presumed that she proceeded
generally on the surface conducting training exercises, as did other
submarines in this area.

(1) MUSKALLUNGE:

The MUSKALLUNGE was off western Australia**A en
route Area A6 via Darwin. She sighted friendly submarines which were not
named. Although she did not so state, it is presumed she operated generally
on the surface conducting training exercises.*"*-

(m) GROWLER, HAKE and HARDHEAD:

These three submarines comprised a coordinated attack
group (wolf pack) under the command of the Commanding Officer GROWLER. The
Gr(IqFLR and HAKE departed at 1400 for their patrol Area A4 off Mindoro

* War Patrol Report BATFISH, Report of 5TH War Patrol, Serial 057,I December 1st, 1944.
War Patrol Report STORM, Report of 1ST War Patrol, C(2MSUBS7T1IFLT

War Diary, Serial 00355, December 11th, 1944.
•**- ~ CTF 71 War Diary, October 20ta, 1944.
l **-* War Patrol Report MISKALLUNGE, Report of 5TH War Patrol, Serial

038, December 14th, i944.

o89



CTF 71
October 20th

Island.* They were directed to proceed via Eacouth Gulf, Lombok and
Makassar Straits, Sibutu Passage, the Sulu Sea and Mindoro Strait.**
The HARDHEAD, which would not be ready for sea until the following day,
remained at Fremantle.*** All of these submarines after departing Exmouth
Galf were to proceed independently.

(n) RATON:

This submarine, en route to Mios Woendi for reload,
cleared Mindoro Strait at 0418 and entered the Sulu Sea on .Kutherly
courses.*-** During the day, while transiting the above sea, she exchanged
recognition signals with the LAPON, BREAM and GUITARRO. She remained on
the surface during daylight and darkness and made no important contacts.****

(o) Lifeguard Submarines (BONEFISH, COD, LAPON and
PADDLE).

(1) The BONEFISH, which on the previous day had
received an extension of lifeguard duties to sunset on this day, was re-
suming her station off Cape Bolinao, Luzon, after retiring to the northward
during the night. She arrived on station at 0900 and commenced a figure
eighL patrol on the surface. She sighted numerous planes during the day
which forced her to submer~s for short intervals.***** At sunset, having
received no lifeguard calls and having completed her patrol, the commanding
officer set a northerly course for the CONVOY COLLEGE Safety Lane. At 0900
on the following morning he was to report to CTF 17 for return routing to
Pearl Harbor.****-"* While awaiting orders from OTF 17 he was to remain
west of Longitude 1220 - OO'E.*4****** At 1955 he sighted a steady red light
which was later identified as a hospital ship. No important contacts were
made. *** **

(2) The COD, off Subic Bay, was also patrolling to
conform to lifeguard duties which would expire at sunset on this day. She
patrolled on the surface during daylight hours, but due to numerous aircraft
contacts, was forced to submerge for short intervals. At sunset, having

* War Patrol Report HAKE, Re, et Jf 7TH Jar Patrol, Serial 0149,
No Date, but likely Decembe1 1V44; also CTF 71 Dispatch 200908,
October 194" to NOIC Fremantle.
CTG 71.1 Dispatch 201313 October 1944 to TG 71.1, 71.7, Z4L/2.
War Patrol Report HARDHEAD, Report of 2ND War Patrol, No Serial,
becember 5th, 1944.
War Patrol Report RATON, Report of 6TH War Patrol, No Serial,
December 1st, 1944; also Deck Log RATON, October 20th, 1944.
Deck Log BONEFISH, October 20th, 1944.

t***** GCTF 71 Diapatcb 191121 October 1944 to BONEFISH.
N*fr** CTF 71 Dispatch )51014 October 1944 to CTG 71.1.
•**f** Wsr P.•atrol Report BONEFIS.H, Report of 6TH War Patrol, No Serial,

December 8th, 1944.
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CTF 71
October 20th

received no lifeguard c t~l i her commanding officer tarminated his -ife-
guaird duties and headed northward toward patrol Area A2, off west central
Luzon,* where he had been directed to patrol until October 26th.** Except
for a possible sound contact and periscope sighting, no contacts of
importance were made during the day.**W This contact was apparently false
as no enemy or friendly submarines were known to be in the vicinity.

(3) The LAPON patrolled her station north of
Quiniluban Island. She was performing lifeguard duties which expired at
sunset.**** At 0430 while on the surface she contacted the BATON which was
returning to Mios Woendi. At 0615 she bubmerged for the day and remained
submerged until 1933 when she surfaced. Having received no lifeguard calls,
her commanding officer now considered his lifeguard duty completed. He
therefore, also having completed his entire patrol, at 2033 set course for
Sibutu Passage en route to Fremantle,**

(4) The PADDLE on this day was performing two tasks,
(a) during the day, lifeguard duties off Balikpapan, and (b) during the
night a patrol across Makassar Strait to the northeastward of her lifeguard
station.****-"- At 0512 having arrived at her lifeguard station from her
patrol across the strait, her commanding officer commenced circling on
station on the surface about fifty miles east of Balikpapan. At 1430,
having received no indication of air strikes, ne commenced his patrol to
the eastward. At 1655 he destroyed a floating mine. At 1945 he received
a dispatch which (a) confirmed his opinion that there had been little if any
air activity over Balikpapan that day, (b) advised him that (1) air strikes
were planned for October 23rd and 27th, (2) he would be ordered home as soon
as possible after the 27th, and (c) directed him, when not lifeguarding, to
conduct his patrol between Cape Mangkalihat and North Watcher Islard.**f***
He therefore headed for this patrol station.-**** While he was away on this
patrol there was an air strike at 2330 on Balikpapan by one B-24 from the
THIRTEENTH Air Force.**

(p) Submarines Retiring from the area.

Submarines retiring from the area, in addition to
those discussed above, were BAYA, CAVALLA, HOE, SEA ROVER, SPITEFUL,
TEDIACHUS, STURDY and ZWAARDVISCH. These submarines, since they were beyond

Deck Log COD October 20th, 1944.$ G`TF 71 Dispatch 191016 October 1944 to TG 71.1 (COD).
*4* War Patrol Report COD, Report of 5TH War Patrol, Serial 06,

November 2Otn, 1944.
CTF 71 Dispatch 190924 October 1944 to IT( 7i.1 (LAPON).

S *f-** War Patrol Report LAPON, Report of 6TH War Patrol, Serial 044,

October 311t, 19144.
War Patrol Report PADDLE, Report of 6TH Wer Patrol, Serial 018,
Novenmbei ',a•t, 1944.

S*•*il NTF o'e Disbe tch -1)O124 October l.94I, to CTG 71.1 (PADDLE).
C.G. 13TH Air Fzrc- Di;psteh 221153/1 October 1944 to CAAY S4(MESPAC.
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CTF 72 and

CQNPTTIFCAAF SOV&SPACO
October 20th

the NEI barrier, are, for the purpose of this analysis, considered as no
longer participating in the KING II operations.

(2) Operations of CTF 72 (Submarines, East Australia),
October 20th.

As stated in Volumes I* and II**, and since the submarines
NAUTILUS, NARWHAL and CERO, which operated in SOWESPAC north of the NEI
barrier islands, were engaged in special missions only, the operations of
these submarines will be omitted from this analysis.

(2) Operations of CAAF SOWESPAC, October 20th.

At 0655 CAAF SOWESPAC, aboard the NASHVILLE, arrived in Leyte Gulf.
At 1247 he went ashore at the northern beachhead with COMSOWESPAC to observe
the progress of the operations. He returned aboard tue NASHVILLE with the
observing party at 1600.*** Meanwhile, the operations of his aircroft in
support of KING II were controlled from his headquarters at Hollandia.

(a) Operations of' C.G. FIFTH Air Force, October 20th.

At 0438 C.G. FIFTH Air Force in his headquarters at Biak (Owi)
received a directive from COM[SOWESPAC to verify by photo interpretation the
report contained in his 1651/I of the 19th wherein he had reported that a
Darwin reconnaissance plane had sighted at 1240 on the previous day at Pare
Pare (Celebes) "1Lt.•een large naval vessels and numerous smaller".**** As
a result of thi, he give instructions to the HAAF to comply.

Meanwhile having assigned among other tasks the following to his
subordinate commanders he awaited the results:*-**N

(1) C.G. FIFTH Bomber Command:

(a) Strike Davao headquarters area using eight squadrons of
B-24' 1.

(b) Ferret Moro Gulf night October 19th/2Oth using two B-24's.

(c) Conduct sea searches in Philippines area night October
19th/2Oth using two B-24's.

* Volume I, Battle for Leyte Gulf (NavPers 91973), Naval War College,
1953, OperationF of CTF 72.

** Volume U1, Battle for Leyte Gulf (NavPers 92194), Naval War College,
1955, Operations of CTF 72, October 17th.

*** War Diary NASHVILLF, October 20th, 1944.
***• C.G. 5TH Air Force Dispatch 191651/I October 1944 to COM7THFLT, CA-AF

S0•C•PAC, etc.
-****i Headquarters 5Th Ai,. Force F. agmentary Field Onler No. 294,

October 20th, 19".
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C.G. FIFTH Air Force
SC61I.Vfmrnrn-In October 2)th

(d) Reconnoiter Sarangani Bay area (southern Mindariao) night
October l9th/20th using one P-24.

(2) Commanding Officer 310th Bombardment Wing, October 20th.

(a) Conduct armed reconnaissance of Mindanao using one
squadron of P-38's.

(b) Strike Cebu airdrome usixr one squadron B-25's.

(c) Strikl San Jose, Fabrica and Bacolod airdromes using one
squadron of P- 47 1s.

(3) Commanrdirg Officer NINETY-FIRST Photo Reconnaissance Wing.

(a) Photo-reconnoiter northern Minda•to, Dawa• Area, Jolo
and Tawi Tawi Islands.

(b) Map Mindoro and Luzon.

(4) CTG 73.4 (Commander Fleet Air Wing SEVENTEEN)

(a) Carry out Search Plan FOX using ten PB4Y's.

THE EMPLOYMENT OF THE ACTION VERB "FERRET" IN THE SECOND TASK
ABOVE IS QUESTIONABLE. THIS IS BECAUSE THE USE OF THE WORD IS UNUSUAL AID
REQUIRES INTERPrETATION. IT APPEARS TO HAVE MEANT THEN (1944) WHAT IT MEANS
TODAY (1957), "THE DETECTION, LOCATION, RECORDING AND ANALYZING OF ELECTRO-
MAGNETIC RADIATION";* I.E., "ELECTRONICS RECONNAISSANCE",** ALTHOUGH IN 1944
IT HAD AN ADDITIONAL CONNOTATION; I.E., "ELECTRONIC COUNTERMEASURES". HOW-
EVER, BASED ON INTERROGATION OF NUMEROUS AVIATORS BOTH NAVAL AND AIR FORCE,
THERE IS CONSIDERABLE DOUDT THAT UNITS IN OTHER THEATERS WERE FAMILIAR WITH
IT AND, SINCE COMMANDS FROM OTHER THEATERS WERE OPERATING IN THE AREA, THERE
COULD HAVE BEEN, AND OFTEN WERE, MISUNDERSTANDINGS. PERHAPS, FROM BASIC
ORDERS, PAST EXPERIENCE •AND ORAL DISCUSSION, IT WAS GFNALLY UNDERSTOOD
WITHIN AAF SOF.9PAC, AND EVEN WITH ALL COIMMANDS IN SOiESPAC AS WELL.+*

IN CONNECTION WITH THE USE OF WORDS OF THIS NATURE, CTF 79, WHO
HAD BEEN TEMPORA.RILn ASSIGNFD TO THE SEVENTHFLT FOR THIS OPERATION FROM THE
THIRDFLT (OF 'lE PACIFIC r-=ET), STATED:

* Dictionary of United States Military Temins for Joint Usage, Hay 1955,
Department of the Army Regulations (AR-320-1), Department of the Navy
Publication (OPNAVIN5T 3020.IA), Department, of the Atr Force Pamphlet
(APP 5-1-1),

SLetter from Research Studies Institute, Air University, Maxwell AFB,
Alabama to Colonel R.C. Kugel, USAF, Senior Air Force Advisor, Naval
War Coilegc, dated December 7th, 1955.
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AL C.G. FIFTH Air Force
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"F-XPRESSIONS OF AIR INTENT WERE DIFFICULT TO INTE•iRIPRET BECAUSE
OF TERMINOLOGY WHICH WAS MEANINGLESS TO THIS C•4kMAND. THE ABOVE DFFICIENCIEJ

IN INFORMATION (REFLRRING TO OTHER MATTERS AS WETL) WERE NOT CRITICAL BUT
MIGHT HAVE BECOME SO IF CTF 79, 1N HIS CAPACITY AS SECOND IN CCMAND, HAI
BEEN REQUIRED TO ASSUME CCMMAND IN THE EVENT OF CASUALTY TO CTF 77. FOR
FUTURE OPERATIONS IN SOWESPAC IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THIS CC*MMAND BE ASSIGNED
AN EXPERIENCED LIAISON OFFICER FRC1M THE ALLIED AIR FORCES."*

THIS BRINGS FORTH THE FUNDAMENTAL FACT THAT AN ORDER MUST &' SO
WRITTEN THAT IT WILL BE UNDERSTOOD (A) WITHOUT QUESTION BY AiLL THOSE WHO
RECEIVE IT, AND (B) WITHOUT THE NECESSITY FOR FEMPLOYING A DICTIONARY.

IT IS THE CCtMANDER'S RESPONSIBILITY TO S7T FORTH CLEARLY THE
TASKS TO BE ACCOWPLISHED BY EACH SUBDIVISION OF HIS' FoRCE. IN SO DOING HE
SHOULD BEAR IN MIND THAT A DIRECTIVE WILL, BEST CONVEY HIS WILL AND INTENT AND
WILL BE MOST EASILY UNDERSTOOD BY HIS SUBORDINATES IF IT IS CL"A3, BRIEF AND
POSITIVE. WHILE THE SECOND TASK WAS BRIEF LiV, POSITIVE, THERE IS; CONSIDER•-
ABLE DOUBT AS TO ITS CLARITY OUTSIDE THE AAF SOWESPAC.

IN THIS CONNECTION, IT SHOULD BE EZ4PHASIZEk THAT IF MISUNDER-
STANDINGS ARISE ON TTH1 PART OF TRAINED SUBORDINATES THE CHIEF FAULT OFTEN
LIES WITH THE C()4MANDER WHO ISSUED ThE DIRECriVE. "AN ORDER WHICH CAN BHE
MISUNDERSTOOD WILL BE MISUNDERSTOOD%.** IT WAS FOR THIS REASON THAT THE
DICTIONARY OF UNITED STATES MILITARY TERMS FOR JOINT USAGE WAS CCGPILED. **
IT IS EXPECTED THAT THE PRINCIPAL MILITARY TERMS; THEREIN DEFINED WILL LE
WELL KNOWN TO ALL SERVICES.

Action Reports**-* indicate that the above tasks were carried out except
that the 8-25 squadron attacked Negros instead of Cebu, probably because of
the paucity of suitable targets remaining on Cebu, as confirmed by the fight•r
sweeps and attacks by TG's 38.1, 38.h and 77.4 over the western Visayas this
date. No air activity of any consequence on the part of the enemy was en-
countered; good ground targets were very sparse. Likewise, the sea searches
were equally negative.*MP** There was no indication that the enemy, at
least for the time beirg, would oppose the Leyte caicaign front the southern
flank or rear of the objective area; his airfields had either been abandoned
or neutralized and no reinforcement shipping or naval tas-k units had been
observed.

* Action Report CTF 79, Seizure of Leyte, ;erlal 00323, November 13th,

1944.
"** Sound Military Decision, Naval War College, 1942, Page 1816.
*f Dictionary of United States Military Tetrms for Joint inage, May l95',

Department of the Army Regulations (AR 320-I ), Department of the Navy

Publication (OPNAVINST 3020.IA), DLepartwint of the Air Force Pi'-8iiClot

(AFP 5-1i-).
*4-1- 'ffTH Air Force Weeily Intelligence Review, No. 47, October lgth - 21st,

t-*t* Reconnaissance, GHQ SOWLEPAC, October 0th, [94-4. prepaircd by
Military Intelligence Section, GenerAl .-;taff.
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CTF 73
OcLober 20th

(b) Operations of CTF 73 (Naval Air Force, SEVENTH Fleet)
October 2Oth.*

CTF 73 in his flagship CURRITUCK escorted by HMAS HAWKFSBURY,,
continued en route to Morotai. It will be recalled from Volume II that he
was en route from Manus to Morotai Island to deliver to the TANGIER at
Morotai Iland, aviation spares, supplies and personnel. From his flagship
lhe was operating generally under CALF SOWESPAC but maintained administrative
control over his land and tender based- aircraft.**

Meanwhile (a) CTG 73.4 (Commander Search and Support Group),
under the operational control of C.G. FIFTH Air Force,*** continued (1)
flying Search Plan FOX (Plate XIV) which had been inaugurated on the previous
day, employing the PB4Y's of VPB 101 and 115 and PV's of VPB 146, and (2)
making strikes against targets in Northern Mindanao and the Sulu Archipelago
employing PV-l's of VP 146 also under the operational control of C.G. FIFTH
Air Force,**** and (b) CTG 73.2 (Commander Striking and Rescue Group) (1)
flying night searches over the Sulu Sea employing the PBY' s of VPB 29*)***
and covering Sectorm ONE, TWO, THREE of Search Plan FOX to 700 miles *
and (2) flying air sea rescue missions employing PBY's of VPB 11 for the
FIFTH Air Force strikes against Mindanac and the Western Visayas, providing
antisubmarine patrols in the Morotai area and providing cover for the fighter
sweeps oe Moro Gulf.*******

No enemy shipping of any consequence was found as a result of the
above :learches. However (a) one enemy land attack plane, apparently on a
search mi sion, was shot down at 1100 off Catanduanes Island in Latitude
130 - 362N, Longitude 1240 - 15'E,*****I** (b) another was destroyed at 140O
over Iwawig Airfield (Puerto Princesa) on the central east coast of
Palawan,***i•**** and (c) eight enemW army type fighters were attacked on the
ground at Dumaguete A',field on the southeastern tip of Negros, of which four

* war Diaries CURRITUi4, Vii, I!, 29, 146, October 20th, 1944, Air-
craft Action Report No. 32, October 20th, 1944 forwarded by VPB
10), Serial 0107, December 23rd, 1944; Aircraft Action Report
Nos. 73, 74, 75, October 20th, 1944, forwarded by VPB 115, Serial
0193, November 5th, 1944.
Volume II, Battle for Leyte Gulf (NavPers 92194), Naval War College,
1955, Operations of CTF 73 (Naval Air Force 7TH Fleet) October
19th, 1944+.
War Diary COMAIR7THFLT, October 20th, 1944.
War Diary VPB 146, October 2Oth, 1944.
War Diary VP? 29, October 20th, 1944.

* CTF 73 Dispatch 180900 October 1944 to CTG1s 73.2 and 73.4.
"*** War Diary V1ib I, October 410th, 1944.

~*~*•- Aircraft Action Report No. 32, October 2)th, 1944, forwarded by
VPB 101, Serial 0197, December 23rd, 1944.

,-*•*-*• Aircraft Action Report No. 73, October 20th, 194", forward.ed by
VP3 115, Serial 0193, November 5th, 1944.
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were claimed destroyed and four severely damaged.-* The above attacks were
all made by PB4Y search planes from Morotai, the primary mission of which
was to conduct long-range daylight searches in accordance with Search PlanS~FOX.

No Japanese information on the above strikes is available to this
study.

THE ABOVE ACTION OF THE PLANE COMMANDERS OF THE PB4Y'S WAS
SIMILAR TO THAT (A) OF THE PILOTS FR(K TG'S 38.1 AND 38.2 WHO DEVIATED FRC1
THEIR SEARCH MISSIONS ON OCTOBER 16TH TO ATTACK EX•f AIRCRAFT,** AND (B)
OF THE PLANE CCMMANDERS OF TF 73 WHO DEVIATED FROM SEARCH PLAN FOX ON OCTOBER
19TH TO ATTACK ENEMY SHIPPING AND AIRCRAFT.** SINCE, IN THE ABOVE CASE,
SUCH ACTION WAS CONTRARY TO THE DOCTRINES OF THE DAY**** (IT IS ALSO CONTRARY
TO THE DOCTRINES OF TODAY (1957)),***** THE WISDCO OF SUCH CONDUCT WAS
SERIOUSLY QUESTIONED XN VOLUH.Sj I AND II.

THEIR CONDUCT WAS A Mk3KED DEVIATION FROM THEIR BASIC INSTRUCTIOIN
WHICH HAD BEEN ISSUED JUST FIVE DAY"' EARLIER BY CTF 73 WHICH STATED IN THIS
CONNECTION:

"THE PRIMARY MISSION OF SEARCH PLANES IS LOCATING AND RE.PORTING
ENE)Y SURFACE FORCES AND AIRCRAFT, 'OWEVER, DESTRUCTION OF ENEMY TARGETS
WITHIN THE CAPABILITY OF THE SNARCk PLANE IS DESIRABLE IF IT DOES NOT INTER-
FERE WITH THE PRIMARY MISSION. DUP. IG PERIODS EITHER PRECEDINiG OR DURING
CERTAIN PHASES OF AN OPERATION, I*• ;ZMATION, EVEN NEGATIVE INFORMATION, IS
ESSENTIAL. ACCORDINGLY, WHEN SUCH A PERYT"D OF OPFAATIOW Iq ANNOUNCED, SEARCH
PIANES WILL AVOID ACTION WITH NQXY SURFACE OR AIR FORCES UNLESS THZ ENEHY
FORCE IS IN POSITION TO HARM OUR OWN SURFACE FORCES AND ?ULL C04TACT AND
AMPLIFYING REPORTS HAVE BEEN SENT kND HAVE BEEN RECEIPTED FOR".*

* Aircraft Action Report No. 75, October 20th, 1944, forwarded by
VPB 115, Serial 0193, November 5t.h, 1944.
Volume I, Battle for Leyte Gulf (NavPers 91973), Naval War College,
1953, Operations of CTG'a 38.2 and 38.3, October 16th, 1944.
Volume II, Battle for Leyte Gulf (NavPern 92194), Naval War College,
1955, Operations of CTF 73, October 19th, 1944.

*** Tactical Operational Instructions Carrier Aircraft (USF 7?), 1948,
Paragraph 307; Current Tactical Orders and Doctrine, U.S. Fleet
Aircraft (USF 74B), Volume I, Carrier Aircraft, prepared by Cotmiander
Air Force, Pacific Fleet, U.S. Fleet, Headquarters of the Commander�
in-Chief, November 19", Paragriph 2133; Current Tactical Orders
and Doctrine, U.S. Fleet Aircraft, (USF 73 Revised), Volume III,
Patrol Aircraft, prepared by Counander Aircraft Scouting Force,
February 1942, Paragraph 8-102.

**mom Naval Air Operating Procedures (NWP 41), Department of the Navy,
Office of the Ch e¢ of Naval Oper&tions, 1954, Section 372.

-**-* C/7THFLT i.tr "Special Instructions for Search Planes - Aircraft
EVENTH Fleet", Serial 000167, October 15th, 1944, Paragraph 1.
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CTF 73
October 20th

IT IS CONCEIVABLE THAT THE SUBSTANCE AND INTENT OF THE FOREGOING
HAD !NOT REACHED THE LEVEL OF THE PLANE COMMANDER BY THIS DATE, BUT IT SEEKS
MOST PROBABLE THAT CTF 73'S DISPATCH INSTRUCTICNS THEREON TO CTGS 73.2
(STRIKE AND RESCUE GROUP) AND 73.4 (SEARCH AND SUPPORT GROUP) HAD REACHED
THESE "110 C0MiANDERS. THIS DISPATCH INCLUDED T FC.•,TO,,INIf: "PRIMARY
MISSION IS SEARCH WITH ATTACK SECONDARY."* HEREIN WAS THE PRIMARY ROLE
FX)PHASIZED WITH UNMISTAKABLE CLARITY.

SINCE A PLOT OF THE CONTACTS REPORTED ON THIS DATE, I.E.,
CATANDUANES ISLAND, PALAWAN AND NEGROS, SHOWS THAT HAD THE PLANES MAKING
THESE ATTACKS BEEN SHOT DOIN THE SEARCHES WOULD HAVT BERN SERIOUSLY INTER-
FERRED WITH, IT SEE4S COPRRECT TO SAY THAT THE CONDUCT OF THE PLANE Ca1MANDFRS
IN MAKING THE ATTACKS DID NOT SUPPORT THE OBJECTIVE OF THE SEARCHES. THIS
WAS PARTICULARLY SO ON THIS DAY (OCTOBER 2(Y0H) FOR THE ALLIED LANDINGS ON
LEYTE WERE OCCURRING AND INFO14ATION OF JAPANESE REACTION, IF ANY, WAS OF
PRIMARY IMPORTANCE.

HOWEVER THE PLANE COMMANDERS WERE NOT ENTIRELY AT FAULT. THIS
SEE4S SO FOR THE UNIT WAR DIARIES, ACTION REPORTS AND HISTORY (COMMANDER
FLEET AIR WING SEVENTEEN), AND PARTICULARLY THE LATTER, LIST THE SUCCESSES
OF THEIR SEARCH AIRCRAFT IN THESE ECCENTRIC OPERATIONS. IT CAN THEREFORE
BE ASSUMED THAT SUCH OPERATIONS WERE NOT ONLY CONDONED, BUT EN4COURAGED BY
THE SQUADRON AND TASK UNIT OMMMANDERS. WHY THIS WAS SO IS NOT CLEAR, BUT
IT MAI HAVE BEEN DUE TO THE BELIEF, MENTIONED REFEATEDLY IN THIS ANALYSIS,
THAT NO MAJOR ELE24ENTS OF THE JAPANESE FLEET WOULD BE INVOLVED IN THE
PRESENT OPERATIONS. HOWEVER, WHETHER OR NOT THIS WAS SO IS NOT IMPORTANT.
WHAT IS IMPORTANT IS THE FACT THAT THE ORDERS AS PRESENTLY WRITTEN WERE
BEING INTERPRETED SO BROADLY AS TO TEND TO MAKE THEM INEFFECTIVE. IN SUCH
CASE THEY SHOULD HAVE BEEN MODIFIED OR CANCELLED. IT IS A FUNDAMENTAL
MILITARY TENET THAT A LAWFUL ORDER MUST BE OEEY-ED. FAILURE TO DO SO CAN BE
EXPECTED TO LEAD EVENTUALLY TO A HAPHAZARD AND FREQUENT DISREGARD OF ORDERS.
THIS LEADS TO THE FURTHER CONCLUSION THLAT A COMMANDER SHOULD NOT ISSUE AN
ORDER WHICH HE DOES NOT EvPECT TO Mi OBETED.

At 2400 the CURPJ'ICY was bearing 1100(T), distant 730 miles
from Morotai Island.

* CTF 73 Dispatch 1809300 October 191+ to CTG's '73.3 and 73.4, info
CýG. 5TH Air Force, CAAF SO'FPAC, CTF's '77, 71 and 72.
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CIVCPAC-CI1CP0A and
CG(THIMDFLT
October 20th

(B) Operations of CINCPAC-CINCPOA, October 2Dth.

On0 this day CIICPOA mads an eetimato* which indicated that the following
Japanese ships were operational and were distributed as follows:

BB CV LB/CV CYL CVE CA CL DD)

hopir•-Forsoca 3 6 2 5 3 4 7 20

Singapore 4 1 11 2 20
to

3
This estimate was incorrect. Actually the distribution of the Japanese

surface forces at this time we:

S CVII.CV BI~c CVL CYR CA DD

,,pire-Formoa 4 2 5 2 2 8 30

Brurzi 7 12 3 20

Tt will be noted that this estimate listed:

(a) in the 9apire-Formosa area a number of ships which were not in-
cluded in the sortie orders for the Main Force and the SECOND Striking
Force. The Main Force to sortie this day consisted of one C•, threo CVL' s,
two BB/XCVEs, three CL'sa, eight DD's; the SECOND Striking Force an route
Hako consisted of two CA's, one CL, seven DDes,

(b) in the Sinmgapore area the units of the FIRST Striking Force. These
units were not in this area but were instead fast approaching Brunei, having
sortied Lingga-Singapore two days earLier. This indicates clearly that
CI.CPOA Intelligence had not as yet discovered ',hat this force had sortied
from Lingga-31ngapore.

(1) Western Pacific Task Forces, October 20th.

(a) Operations of C(MTHIRDLT.

On October 2Dtb C(MTHIIWFLT, in the NO J•SET wita TG 38.2,
employed TG's 38.1 and 38.4 in the vicinity of Latitude 110 - 301',
Longitude 1260 - 30'B, to provide support to the Leyte landings and to
imutra•Lise enmy airfields in northern Mindanao and the western Visayas
(Plate IV) while TG's 38.2 and 38.3 operated in a coverixg position in the

vicinity of Latitude 150 - O0'N, Longitude 127c - O0'E..*

* Operations in the Pacific Ocean Areas October 1944, CIMCPAC-CINCPOA,

May 31st, 1945, Pase 55.
** C(13HDFLT Dispatch 191329 October 1944 to CTF 38, CTG's 38.1, 38,2,

38.3 and 38.4.
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CCcTHIRDFLT
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At 0417 he received his first contact report of the day from
OCOMAVG(W.HINA of five large unidentified ships in Latitude 180 - 421M,
Longitude 1130 - 15'E, course East, speed thirteen knots* (Plate III,
Contact 3).

At 0420 he received a weather forecast frcm C(CXMVEWHFLT which
indicated that a probable depression was moving west out of the central
Philippines into the South China Sea and that generally favorable flying
conditious, except for scattered showers in the afternoon, were expected
over Leyte, KMndanao, Luzon and the Visayas.**

At 0558 he r'ceived a report repeated by CCGSUBPAC*** of the
TRIGGER's contact, which he had already received at about 1645 the previouw
day (Contact 2), on four heavy cruisers and five destroyers rortheast of
Formosa. This was on the SECOND Striking Forc. en route from Amadm 0 Shima
to Mako the composition of which was actually two heavy cruisers, one light
cruiser and six destroyers.

At 0653 he received a disappointing dispatch from CUMNAVGRPCHIMA
to the effect that the FOURTMMH Air Force search planes theia in the air
over the South China Sea were making their coverage 200 miles short and that
the next flight, scheduled for daylight October 20th, had been cancelled due
to a temporary fuel shortage.**II This situation had developed at an in-
opportune time because CO(THIRDFLT was depending on these aircraft to (a)
provide him further information on the enemy task force of one carrier, two
cruisers and three destroyers which had reportedly been sighted at 1403
the previous day in Latitude 180 - OO'N, Longitude 1120 - 1l'B, course
3300(T), speed twenty-five knots,* 4 ** and (b) advise him in the event the
other enemy task force of four cruisers and five destroyers, i.e., TR14K
contact****-** reported above, might head south into the South China Sea in
an attempt to penetrate to the Leyte area from the west, perhaps as a
"Tokyo Express" operation.

It will be recalled that at 22-29 on the previous evening he had
decided to keep TF 38 intact mainly as a result of these two enemy contacts
but also as a result of the BREAM contact in Makassar Strait at 0300 October
18th,****** and had cancelled orders for certain groupu to retire to Manus

* CCHNAVGRPCHINA Dispatch 191716 October 1944 to CINCPAC, info
COSUBPAC.
CCP47THFLT Dispatch 191559 October 1944 to all TFC's 3RDFLT.
COKSUBPAC Dispatch 191826 October 1944 to all submarines, 3RDFLT.

4 CCKIA7GRPCHINA Dispatch 3.91729 October 1944- to CI43RDFLT, info
CCHSOMPAC, CWT7TIMLT, etc.
CIMCPAC Dispatch 190Y26 October 1914. to CXU3RDFLT, CCI4THFLT,
C(4SMIESPAC, etc. (Re-encypherment of CCUKAVGRPCHIMA Dispatch
19O556 October 1944).

STRIGGkýR Dispatch 190715 October 1944 to COXJBPAC, info
O0K3RDFLT.

-'=--='• CTF 71 Dispatch 172248 October 1944 to C.X3RDFLT.
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and Ulithi for replenishment and repairp.* He would now bave to rely
entiruly on Allied submarines to provide him information on enemy movemnts
through the South China Sea, except for that area covered by FIFTH Air Force
daylight searches from Morotai.

At 0805 he received, as an information addressee, CINCPOAf *
reply to C.G. FOURtTEWTH Air Force' s query forwarded by C04NAVGRPCHIK& as to
how much longer he would be required to conduct searches over the South
China Sea.** In this reply CIJCPOA stated that he (a) was Unable to estimate
the duration of the searches required, and (b) considered that they should
be maintained until COISOWESPAC considered then no longer necessary.***
Since CINCPOA' 5 reply embraced, in general, the substance of his
(COrHIRDFLT' s) opinion cn this matter as forwarded to CINCPOA, he was
probably pleased at this reply, as the nature of the Japanese reaction to the
Allied landings scheduled for this day wi not as yet apparent.

At 0816 he received, as an information addressee, a dispatch
wherein CTF 77 requested that C1G 38.1 the senior task group commander and
OTC of the two groups (TG's 38.1 and 38•4) scheduled to provide direct
support to the Leyte landings this day, also launch fighter sweeps against
enmy airfields on northern Mindanao north of Latitude 080 - 456N and the
western Visayas.**U* Since he took no action himself, he apparently
considered this request appropriate and felt confident that CTG 38.1 would
ccoply.

At 0903 he advised CTG 30.7 (Comminder Hunter Killer Group) that
(a) a submarine sighting on October 19th and a direction finder report. on
October 18th indicated that there was a possibility that at least three
submarines were approaching CTG 30.3 from the north and (b) these sutxawrines
could be in his (CTG 30.71s) inuediate vicinity on this day (October 20th).
He then directed CTG 30.7 to get then if they came near.* *

This dispatch shows how closely C14THIRDFLT was maintaining
his running estimat.3 of the situation. Actually aL this time (October 20th)
there were four enemy subar:ines (1-26, 45 54 and 56) closing this area.

At 0927, because he felt that the CCM!'ENS could now be used to
better advantage to augment the other carriers of TG 38.1 which were getting
low on bombs, he issued instructions to CTG 30.3 to detach the COWPMS and

* �CCM43RDFLT Dispatch 191329 October 194 to CTF 23, CTG's 38.1, 38.2,
'38.3 and 38.4.
CCKNAVGRPCINA Dispatch 190441 October 1944 to CINCPOA (Readdressed
as 190856 by CINCPOA for action to CGI3RDFLT, info CTF 38,
CO4SOWSPAC).

*e* C1NCP&C Dispatch 1919U4 October 1944 to CCM"LAVGLPCHINA, info CC13RDFLT,
CC4SOWESPAC.

**** CTF 77 Dispatch i91917 October 1944 to CTG 38.1, info COW3RDFLT.
* (C/3D)FLT Dispatch 200003 October 1944 to (7CG 30.7, info CONINCH,

CINCPAC, all Task Force a"d Task Group Commanders 3RDVLT.
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October 20th

(WAYSO in tine to rejoin TOG3.1 at Point KICK000 October 2st.* In
doing this he felt that TO 30.3 was now relatively secure frow enemy air or
surface attack since he had taken action previously to provide antisubearine
protection for this group after departure of the C(WPUS by ordering (a)
CTG 30.7 (Hunter Killer Group), consisting of the HOGGATT BAY, B•WS, SEID,
SELS and SAMEL S. MILE, to join it on this day, and (b) CTG 30.5 to
provide continuous antieukmarine cover for the group commencing October 22nd
until its arrival at Ulithi.**

At 0940 he received, as an. information addressee, a request from
CT? 77 to CTG 38.1 for a dusk CAP of eight VF over the objective area from
1730 until 1900 on D and D+l days and thereafter as practicable.***

At 0953 he received a dispatch frm CTF 77 wherein that co€mander,
in view of the fact that present orders did not indicate that the fast
carrier groups would be available to support operations after D-day, re-
quested that one fast carrier group be retained at the objective area after
D-day for the purpose of keeping enemy airfields in the western Visayas
neutralized and in order to be prepared against eneaW air attacks until the
situation clarified.*-*

As will be shown presently, he sent a combined reply to the
above two dispatches.

At 1050 he received information from CINCPAC to the effect that
be (CINCPAC) believed that Commander Main Force was planning to sortie his
command either on the 19th or the 20th. What consideration he gave this
information is not known, but, from his later actions, it seems unlikely
that he was concerned about it at this time. Perhaps he was relying on the
submarines and on the air searches from Tinian to keep him informed should
the X&aIn Force actually sortie.

At 1214 he replied to CTF 77's request (a) for dusk CAP in the
objective am (TCAP) addressed to CTG 38.1, and (b) for air support at the
objective area %fter D-day addressed to himself. He stated that TG's 38.1
and 38.4 were .:w on bombs and would have to retire about 1700 October 20th to
fuel October 219t, and that TO' I 38.2 and 38.3, then operating in strategic
support in the vicinity of Latitude 150 - 00'N, Longitude 127r -- 00'E, would
strike the western Visayas on the 21st from San Bernardino Strait area unless

a charge in the strategic situation prevented, in which case CT? 77 would be
notified. He then requested target priorities and instructions regarding air
coordination with other aircraft that might be attacking in the same area.

* CC3RDLT Dispatch 200027 October 1944 to CTG 30.3 info all TFC's and
TOC' a 3RDFLT.

SWar Diaries CTG 30.7, HGGTT jAY, VPB's 17, 21 and 216, October 20th,
1944.

See CT? 77 Dispatch 191930 October 1944 to CTG 38.1, info CTG 3M.4,

CG3HDPLT, etc.
CTF 77 Dispatch 191921 October 1944 to CC)3RDFLT, info CTG' s 38.1,
38.2, 38.3, 38.4, 77.4 and CT?'. 38, 78 and 79.
CCIK31DFLT Dispatch 200314 October 194 to CTF 77, info CUNCPRA,
CCOMMIT, all TFC's 3RD and 7TH Fleeta, etc.

101



CCKTHIRDFLT
C& October 20th

IN THIS ANSWER HE ACC04PLISHED THREE THINGS: HE (A) INDICATED
THAT HE WAS COGNIZANT OF CTF 77'S REQUEST TO CTG 38.1 FOR A DUSK TCAP BY
REFERRING TO THIS REQUEST IN HIS REPLY, (B) NOTIFIED CTF 77 OF THE PLANNED
ZIPLOYMENT OF HIS CCHMAND ON THE FOLLOWING DAY, AND (C) BY EMPLOYING THE
PHRASE "UNLESS A CHANGE IN THE STRAT"I&GTC SITUATION PREVENTED", ALERTED CTF 77
TO THE POSSIBILITY THAT HE MIGHT BE UNABLE TO MAKE THE WESTERN VISAYAN
STRIKES.

WHILE HE DID NOT EXPLAIN THE REASONING BY WHICH HE ARRIVED AT
THE DECISIONS IN THE ABOWE DISPATCH, IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT HE FELT THAT (A)
IT WAS NO LONGER WITHIN THE PROVINCE OF CTG 38.1 TO DETERMINE EVEN, IN PART,
THE FUTURE EMPLOYMENT OF THE TASK GROUPS OPERATING IN DIRECT SUPPORT, BUT
RATH1ER FOR HIMSELF TO DO SO AND HE THEREFORE, BY THIS DISPATCH, ADVISED CTF
77 OF THE PLANNED MFPLOYMENT OF TF 38 WHICH WOULD DENY THE DUSK TCAP ON D+I
DAY, (B) SINCE TWO OF HIS CARRIER GROUPS WOULD BE REFUELING ON D+l DAY, AND
WOULD, THEREFORE, NOT BE IDO IATELY AVAILABLE TO SUPPORT OR COVER KING II,
HE COULD BETTER ACC04PLISH HIS OBJECTIVE BY STATIONING HIS REMAINING TWO
GROUPS IN A COVERING POSITION OFF SAN BERNARDINO STRAIT. FRCI THIS POSITION
HE COULD (A) PREVENT ANY ENEMY SURFACE FORCES FROM PENETRATING THE OBJECTIVE
AREA VIA SAN BERNARDINO STRAIT OR NORTHEAST OF THE PHILIPPINES* (TG'S 77.2
AND 77.4 WERE IN A POSITION TO GUARD THE APPROACHES FRC14 THE SOUTHEAST OR
VIA SURIGAO STRAIT) AND (B) PROVIDE INDIRECT PROTECTION AGAINST ENEMY AIR
ATTACKS ON THE OBJECTIVE AREA BY (1) STRIKING THE WESTERN VISAYAS AND (2)
RESUMING AIR ATTACKS AGAINST ENkXY AIRFIELDS ON LUZON AS NECESSARY TO KEEP
THEN NEUTRALIZED AND THUS, INTERDICT THE MOVEMENT OF AIRCRAFT FRCH THE EMPIRE
AND FOF4OSA TO THE OBJECTIVE AREA. CTF 77, BEING SO ALERTED TO THE

POSSIBILITY THAT COMTHIRDFLT MIGHT NOT BE ABLE TO STRIKE THE WESTERN VISAYAS,
WOULD NCW BE PREPARED TO TAKE ALTERNATE ACTION.

At 1256, in accordance with this p1' an, he directed CTF 38 to
proceed in company with TG's 38.2 and 38.3 in sufficient time on thib day
to arrive in the vicinity of Latitude 130 - 30'N, Longitude 125' - 30'S,
about dawn October 21st where, in order to neutralize enemy air activity
in the central Philippines and to support 3OvESPAC operations, he was to (a)
launch a fighter sweep and two deck load strikes against the Bicol-Visayas
area with target priorities and coordination measures as supplied by CTF 77;
and (b) conduct on the same day, a morning and afternoon search of sector
310-0200 (T) to a distance of three hundred miles, with the exception that
the left sectors were to extend only to the east coast of Luton.•

Based on the concepts above expressed, the above directive
seems sound.

At 1309 he intercepted a contact report of one medium freighter

* Action Report C(J3RDFLT, Operations of Western Pacific Task Forces
and 3RDFLT, Serial 0085, January 25th, 1945.
C (431FLT Dispatch 200356 October 1944 to GTF 138, info CTG's 38.2,

and 38.3.
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and one oiler escorted by one destroyer, on course 0500 (T) (Contact 6).*

At 1333 he received, as an information addressee, a dispatch
wherein CCWV`RPCHINA stated that the FOURTEWTH Air Force had informed
him (COQMMV(EPCINA) that (a) gasoline difficulties had been overcome, (b)
a full search had been made and would continue to be made until orders were
received from GOMSOWESPAC to cease.**

At 1511 he receivad a contact report from a SKVENTHFLT antisub-
marine unit of a submarine just west of Halmahera (Contact 4).

At 1516 he suggested to CTF 38 that he make a small sweep and
strike against Coron Bay as there was a possibility of valuable oilers
there.****

AT 1542 HE RECEIVED A DISPATCH FREM CTG 38.2 (QUOTED IN FULL
UNDER "OPERATIONS CF CTG'S 38.2 AND 38.3, OCTOBER 20TH") TO THE GENERAL
EFFECT THAT HIS FIGHTER SQUADRON (FITERON EIGHT) "IS PRACTICALLY 1.00%
SUFFERING FROM COMBAT FATIGU" AND SHOULD BE REPLACED IMEDIATELY.*N4*

This dispatch seems to have come as a surprise. In this

connectLon, it seems wise to insert here the fact that at 1440 on the
precedirg day he (COMTHIRDFLT) had indicated by dispatch his intentions con-
cerning the complement of aircraft for "near future operations". In this
dispatch, he had stated that (a) for near future operations, it was his in-
tention to increase the fighter complement of each large carrier to fifty-
four with the exception of the BUNKER HILL which was to have a special
complement of 100 VF, (b) he planned to accomplish this as follows: (1)
TG 38.1. The HORNET and the WASP were to receive the necessary VF by fly
aboard delivery from Guam about November Zd; (2) TG 38.2. The BUNKER HILL
,as to proceed to Manus with TG 38.3 and was to leave there all VB and VT of

CVG EIGHT for return to Pearl. The necessary VF to build her fighter comple-
ment to 100 were to come from Saipan by fly aboard delivery about November

4th. The INTREPID and HANCOCK were to obtain the necessary VP from the CVE'e
in the Ulithi area after October 29th; (3) TG 38.3. The ESSEX and the LEXING-

TON were to cbtain their necessary VF during their availability period at
Manus; (4) TG 38.4. The FRANKLIN and the kNTERPRISE were to obtain their
necessary VF from the CM's in the Ulithi area after October 31st, (c) he
(COMTHIRDFLT) would arrange for the CVE' s in Ulithi to cover the requirements
for TG 38.2 and TG 38.4 and would also issue the necessary movement orders

for the replenishment of TG 38.1 and the BUNKER HILL near Saipan - CGam as

S * Search Plane Sector 1, frocm Morotai, Dispatch 200245 October 194ý4 to
5TH•BMCM.

** CCU4AVGRPCHINA Dispatch 200356 October 1944 to CC)SOLNPAC, info

CINCPOA, C043k'DFLT.

" *** CTU 70.2.1 Dispatch 200202 October 1944 to CTG 70.2, G()TTFLT, info
CTF 77.

S•** C-UORDYLT TBS Voice Radio Message 201516/I Octobei 1944 to CTF 38.
S•***� COG 38.2 Visual Dispatch 2003345 October 1944 to CTF 38, info CWM3RDVLT
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indicated above, (d) it was intended that the resultant air groups of each
large carrier, except the BUNKER HILL and the ENTERPRISE, would be
approximately fifty-four VF,9 twenty-four VB, and eighteen VT, and (e) the
task force and task group comanders were to take necessary action to
facilitate the accomplishment of this plan by (1) effecting redistribution
of aircraft within the task groups, and (2) instituting liaison with the
replenashment sources above indicated.*

SINCE, IN THIS DISPATCH, HE HAD INDICATE0 THAT THE BUNKER HIIL
WAS TO PROCEED TO MANUS WHERE SHE WAS TO RECEIVE A SPECIAL CCKPLEWN OF 100
VF AND WAS TO LEAVE AT MANUS THE VB AND VT OF CVG EIGHT FOR RETURN TO PEARL
HARBO, IT IS NOT UNLIKELY THAT THE THOUGHT CROSSED HIS MIND THAT THIS
SUDDEN REPORT ON FITERON EIGHT'S CONDITION HAD BEEN TRIGGERED BY THE ABOVE
DISPATCH. HIS GAT CONCERN NOJ MUST HAVE BEEN AS TO WHETHER OR NOT THIS
UNREST WAS CONFINED SOLELY TO THE BUVM HILL OR WHETHER IT WAS DEVELOPING IN
OTHER CARRIER AIR GROUPS AS WELL, AIM, IF SO, TO WHAT EXTENT,,

The fact that he did not issue any dispatches thereon on this day
shows that he desired to (a) &aait further inforation from CTG 38.2, and
(b) to study this development and its implications on his present and future
operations.

At 1517 he received a contact report on two destroyers off the
west coast of Palawan on course 090 0 (T), speed 15 knots (Contact 7).N*

At 1613 he received a copy of CTG 30.5's dispatch instructions
directing that his seaplanes based at Kossol Passage locate TG 30.3 on
October 22nd and then provide continuous ASW coverage for that group between
Longitudes 1310 - OOvE and 1350 - OO1E, and that Ulithi-based seaplanes
provide similar cover between Longitude 1350 - OO'E and Ulithi.*

At 1615 he notified CTG 30.9 (CCUEVRWN TEN - CCHSERVPAC
representative at Ulithi) that it now appeared that the CANBERRA and HOUSTON
could be brought into Ulithi about October 27 or 28th "if luck held out" and
directed that arrangements be made to expedite emergency repairs to these
vessels to permit their early return to Pearl on a basis not to interfere
with essential repairs to other THIRDFLT vessels.**** It is presumed that
OCMTHIRDFLT had in mind three things when he used the expression "if luck
holds out", namely (1) continued favorable weather (2) successful progress
of en route salvage operations, and (3) protection against attack by enemy
submarines (he had just estimated the day before, as a result of three
submarine sightings, that the enemy might be deploying these submarines to
attack TO 30.3).**-*

* CUC43RDFLT Dispatch 190541 October 1944 to CTF 38, CTG's 38.1, 38.2,
38.3 and 38.4.

** 5TH E(IIC(O4 Dispatch 201435/I October 1944 to AOIC.
~M* COG 30.5 Dispatch 200017 October 1944 to CTU 30.5.1 and 30.5.4, MTO

30.3, etc., Info CCK3RDFLT, etc.
*5-5* CCH3RDFLT Dispatch 200715 October 1944 to MTG 30.9, info C0ISERVPAC,

CTG 30.3, etc.
*0* War Diary CIMCPAC, Octobor 20th, 1944.
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At 162$ he received a dispatch from CTF 38 recommending in light
of CTG 38.2'1 200345 that (a) the entire air group (Air Group EIGHT) be
relieved in its entirety by Air Group FOUR, or (b) VF EIGHT be relieved by
(1) V? ZIGHTI-OME, now in reserve at Pearl, or (2) by the VP squadrons from
two operating CVL's.* a

At 1650 he received a contact report on two destroyers in the
western Celebes Sea on course 080°(T) (Contact 5).*

At 1743 he sent to CSCMEOWSPAC an additional report concerning
the results of the attacks against northern Luzon by TO 38.2 on October 18th
stating, among other thinge, that (a) three planes had been destroyed on the
ground at Aparri, (b) one large transport or cargo vessel and one patrol
vessel had been sunk at Lapog Bay (northwest coast of Luzon) and (c) the
runway at Aparri, and the barracks and fuel dump at Laoag, had been hit.***
The ou•iinal report has been discussed under "Operations of CTG 38.2,
October 18th".

At 1744 he directed CTG 38.1 to delay shifting of the MARSHALL
to TG 38.2 until October 22nd.4

At 1809 he directed CTG 38.4 to delay transferring BILOXI to
TG 38.2 until October 22nd.*****

At 1915 he received a dispatch from CIOIA¥VWPCHINA reporting thatý
based on a photographic reconnaissance mission flown on the 18th, there were
about 184 operational aircraft in the two eorthern Formosa airfields
(Tainan and Okayama) photographed.**N***

This information was not a surprise to him for he had already
been advised that the Japanese might decide to move air reinforcements into
the Philippines from the E&pire and Formosa. This report, however, gave
indications that many aircraft were being concentrated in the Takao area,
from whence it was but a short flight into Luzon.

At 2022 he received the announcement that GHIQ SOWESPAC Advance
Echelon had been established at Leyte at 1200 and GHQ SOWESPAC and Rear

SCTF 38 Visual Dispatch 200615 October 194, to CUK3RDFLT, CTG 38.2.
*11 Radio Hollandia Dispatch 201100/I October 19"4 to all concerned

SOMESPAC current operations.
C(M3RDFLT Dirpatch 200843 October 1944 to COISOWESPAC and CINCPAC,
info COCINCH, COI7THFLT, etc.

**** CCI3RDFLT Dispatch 200644 October 1944 to CTG 38.1, into CTG 38,2.
* •**•, C(C3RDFLT Dispatch 200909 October 1944 to CTG 38.4, info CTG 38.2,

**I* ALUSLO 14THBCMCXI Dispatch 190202 October 1944 to CONAVGiUPCHIMA
passed to CINCPAC for action who re-encyphers and passes to CCILNCH,
CM!OESPAC, CTF 7'7, CCM3RDFLT, etc. for info.

105

I • • :• • • ' - ' :=- =• • • • • ' • - • .. . • -• , • :• | •• 1 ] -• ' ' ' . . • . . .. . ... ,



Q(CKTHIRDFLT
Ck zA October 20th

Echelon GHQ SOWESPAC remained at Hollandia and Brisbane, respectively.*

At 2122 he amplified his previous operation orders for the
employment of TF 38 on October 21st and promulgated the schedule for October
22nd as follows: (a) CTG's 38.1 and 38.4 proceed after fueling October 21st
to Point READY (Latitude 150 OOIN, Longitude 1270 - OOtE) to arrive 0600
October 22nd and operate within fifty milej of this point; (b) CTG 38.2
proceed after making the Visayas strikes October 21st to join TG' s 38.1 ayl
38.4 at 0600 October 22nd; conduct 300 mile sector search between 2900 - 3600
(T) during morning and afternoon October 22nd; (c) CTG 38.3 proceed on
October 21st after the Visayas strikes to fuel in Area MICK at 0700 October
22ad; (d) CTG 38.1** assume tactical co=Aana of task groups in company.*

THIS MEANTI THAT ALL THREE CARRIER GROUPS AVAILABLE OCTOBER 22ND
WOULD BE OPERATING IN STRATEGIC SUPPORT ABOUT 270 MILES NORTH-NORTHEAST OF
THE OBJECTIVE AREA (THE FOURTA GROUP CANNOT BE CONSIDERED AS READILY AVAILABLE
SINCE IT WOULD BE FUELING IN AREA KICK SiME 300 MILES NORTHEAST OF THE
OBJECTIVE AREA). Bf THIS ACTION CCMTHIRDFLT HAD DISREGARDED CTF 77'S REQUEST
FOR THE RETENTION OF ONE FAST CARRIER GROUP AT THE OBJECTIVE AREA AFTER D-DAY
"UNTIL THE SITUATION CLARIFIED". WHY DID HE DO SO? PERHAPS HE REASONED
TWH.T THiE B(MBARDMENT SHIPS AND THE ESCORT CARRIERS COULD HANDLE THE SITUATION
AT THE OBJECTIVE AREA. MOREOVER, CTG 77.4, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE BASIC AIR
PLAN,**** WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR AIR DEFENSE AND AIR SUPPORT AT THE OBJECTIVE
AREA AND CCMTHIRDFLT WAS TO PROVIDE STRATEGIC SUPPORT AND STRIKES SUBSEQUENT
TO D-DAY AS REQUESTED BY EITHER CTF 77 OR COMSOWKSPAC. THEREFORE, AIR
PROTECTION AND SUPPORT AT THE OBJECTIVE AREA AS REQUESTED BY CTF 77, EXCEPT
FOR A NIGHT CAP, HAD NOT BEEN INCLUDED IN HIS ASSIGNED TASKS AND HIS
STRIKES AGAINST ENEMY AIRFTiLDS IN THE WESTMRN VISAYAS THIS DAY DID NOT
INDICATE A NEED FOR FURTHER NEUTRALIZATION AFTER Del DAY AS IS POINTED OUT
UNDER "OPERATIONS OF GT' S 38.1 AND 38.4, OCTOBER 2OTH".

IN ADDITION TO THE ABOVE, AND POSSIBLY FLOWING OUT OF THE
GENERAL SITUATION, WAS THE FACT THAT C(kfTHIRDFLT WAS BECOMING MORE AND MORE
CONGC1RNED OVER (A) OPERATION HOTFOOT,***** AND (B) THE FATIGUE OF HIS PILOTS,
AND FELT THAT HIS CCZ<2MAND SHOULD NOT BE REQUIRED TO SUPPLY TASK GROUPS FOR
LOCAL SUPPORT WHEN THE INDICATIONS OF ENaMY REACTION IN S'TENGTH CONTINUED TO
BE MEAGER. HE LIKELY FEKLT THAT HIS ACTIONS WERE IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS AGREE-
MENT WITH C(X31OWESPAC CcwPLurED ON SEPTri4BER 30TH WHEREIN IT WAS ESTABLISHED
THAT SHOULD HE BE REQUESTED BY EITHMR COMSCWESPAC OR CCMSEVENTHFLT TO
PROVIDE CARRIER STRIKhES IF NECESSITArED BY THE EXISTING SITUATION, HE WAS TO

* GHQ SOWESPAC Dispatch 20051Q October 1944 to C0M3RDFLT, CANF and CAAF
SOWE•SPAC, C.G. 6TH Army, etc.
CTF 38 aboard LEXINGTON in TG 38.3 to be absent this date while fuel-
ing; OTG 38.1 Jm WA3P next senior corrnnand, excluding CC?43RDFLT
aboard NEW JRShEY in TG' 38.2.

**' CGOM3RDFLT Dispat(.h 201222 October L944 to GTF 38, CTG 30.8 and all
TGC's TF 38, info CINCPAC, C(IM4SWESPAC, CTF 77, etc.

S** CANF SOWESPAC Operation Plan No. 13-44, Serial 00022A, September 26th,
1944, Appendix G.

* *Air Strikes against the Japanese mainland.
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COMPLY OR IMMEDIATELY REPORT INABILITY. HE APPEARS TO HAVE FELT THAT HE
HAD REPORTED HIS ABILITY HERE, ALBEIT BY IMPLICATION.

THE FACT THAT HE HAD ORDERED AIR SEARCHES IN THE DIRECTION OF
LUZON STRAIT BUT SEEKS TO HAVE TAKEN NO OTHER ACTION SUGGESTS THAT HE WAS NOT
CONCERNED OVER MOST OF THE CONTACTS RECEIVED THIS DAY BUT WAS SOMEWHAT
CONCERNED ABOUT A POSSIBLE TRANSIT THROUGH THIS PASSAGE BY THE SECOND STRIK-
ING FORCE IN AN ATTEMPT TO REINFORCE THE LEYTE GARRISON FORCES VIA "TOKYO
EXPRESS" TACTICS. HE KNEW THAT THIS ENEMY FORCE HAD LAST BEEN OBSERVED AT
1400 OCTOBER 19TH OFF NORTHERN FORMOSA HEADING TOWARD FORMOSA STRAIT,
(CONTACT 2). NEVERTHELESS, THE REPORTED CCI4POSITION OF THIS FORCE (FOUR
HEAVY CRUISERS AND FIVE DESTROYERS) WAS HARDLY SUCH AS TO REQUYRE THE OVER-
WHFlMING SUPERIORITY OF THREE FAST CARRIER TASK GROUPS TO OPPOSE IT. DOES
IT NOT SEE4 LOGICAL TO SAY THAT HE COULD HAVE STATIONED ONE OF HIS CARRIER
GROUPS OFF SAMAR ABOUT MIDWAY BETWEEN SAN BERNARDINO AND SURIGAO STRAITS SO
AS TO BE IN A GOOD POSITION TO INTERCEPT ANY ATTIXPT BY THE ENEMY TO PENETRAIE
THE OBJECTIVE AREA VIA THESE PASSAGES AND AT THE SAME TIME LEND AIR SUPPORT I
AND PROTECTION TO THE ASSAULT FORCES IF SO REQUIRED?

IT IS OF PARTICULAR INTEREST TO NOTE THAT aE ORDERED NO CARRIER-
BASED AIR SEARCHES IN THE DIRECTION OF THE ,E4PIRE WHERE., ACCORDING TO HIS
INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION, THE EN124Y CARRIERS WERE LOCATED. HE LIKELY WAS
DEPENDING ON (A) THE TF 17 SUBMARINES STATIONED OFF BIUNGO SUIDO AND KII SUIDO
(DIAGRAM B) TO GIVE HIM EARLY WARNING OF TiE DEPARTURE OF THE CARRIERS-THEY
HAD ALREADY REPORTED THE SORTIE OF THE SECOND STRIKING FORCE ON OCTOBER 15TH,*
AND (B) THE LAND AND TENDER-BASED DAYLIGHT AIR SEARCHES FROM THE MARIANAS AND
PALAU (DIAGRAM B) TO GUARD AGAINST AN APPROACH TO THE PHILIPPINES FROM THE
EASTERN SEMI-CIRCLE. NEVERTHELESS, THE SUBMARINES OFF THE EMPIRE WERE TOO
THINLY DISPOSED TO GUARANTEE POSITIVE DETECTION OF AN ENEMY SORTIE AND THE
AIR SEARCHES FROM TINIAN AND PALAU WERE TOO INFREQUENT--ONCE EVERY TWENTY-
FOUR HOURS.

It is also or interest to note that, despite the fact he now
knew of Japanese air concentrations in southern Formosa, he had ordered no
air searches over northern Luzon, and over the Clark Field complex in
particular, on either October 21st or 22nd to ascertain whether or not
Japanese aircraft were likewise being concentrat.ed there. While his reason
for not making the above air searches are not known, it seems likely that,
in addition to those which have been dit,'ssed earlier--i.e., his concern
over Operation }|OTF(X)T and the fatigue of' his pilots-they included (a) his
belief that he haa so heavily damaged the Japanese land-based air arms in
his strikes in the Nansei Shoto, Formosa, and northern Luzon that they were
not ready yet to take further immediate action of consequence, and (b) his
knowledge that Japanese reaction by sea and air to the Allied larndtngu had so
far beere very meager and gave no indication of counteraction in r, tren4rth.

WHAiTLVSU MAY HAVE HiKN 1iL:; iýEASON.; F.h NOT :;,ARCHiNk-, NO•R'i'kN

D U%/!G() Disp;atlch 1 510)1, October _F)h4Z- to C'(TF 117, info C'(AM3R1t)1'LT.
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CO4TKII'FLT
ZTb1&ZIA .. October 20th

LUZON ON THESE DAYS, THEY ARE NOT CONSIDERED SOUND BECAUSE THE MOSr LIKELY
AND 140ST DANGEROUS ENEMY REACTION AT THIS TIME AGAINST THE SOIESPAC FORCES
IN LEYTE GULF COULD BE EXPECTED TO BE END4Y AIRCRAFT OPERATING IA&GLY OUT
OF LUZ•ki. THAT THE JAPANESE EXPECTED HIM TO ATT24PT TO PREVENT SUCH CON-
CENTRATIONS, EVEN ON FORMOSA, IS CLEAR WHEN IT IS RECALLED THAT THEY DAILY
CONDUCTED NIGHT SEARCHES E SEAPLANES OF THE 901ST AIR GROUP IN A SOUTH-
EASTERLY DIRECTION FROM GARAN BI TO PREVENT SURPRISE ATTACKS BY CARRIERS Of'
TF 38 ON THEIR CONCENTRATIONS IN SOUTHERN FOLMOSA.

THE ABOVE SEARCH COULD HAVE BEEN EASILY EFFECTED ON THE 21ST AND
22ND BY INCREASING SLIGHTLY THE ARC OF SEARCH IN THE NORTHWEST QUADRANT TO
COVER THE ARC ABOUT 2700 - 3600 (T) AND BY MOVING THE TASK GROUFSCONCERI.ED
ABOUT SIXTY MILES TO THE WESTWARD IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN THE RADIUS OF SEARCH
AT 300 MILES. THIS WESTWARD MOVEMENT CLEARLY WOULD NOT PREVENT ADEQUATE
COVER OF SOWESPAC FORCES.

During the late evening he received two dispatches (discussed in
full under "Operations of CTG 30.5, October 20th") as follows: at 2213 a
report from CTU 30.5.3 and at 2327 a report from CTU 30-5.1, both reporting
all searches negative.*

At 2355 he received, from CTF 77, a report that (a) the Leyte
operation was proceeding according to schedule, (b) Allied troops had landed
at Panaon Strait at 0930 without opposition, (c) the landings had been made
on the southern and northern beaches at 1000 with only minor opposition at
the beachheads and moderate opposition as the troops moved inland, and (d)
only four enemy planes had been reported in the area with no attack3 pressed
home until 1620 (actually 1602) at which time a single enemy plie
torpedoed the HONOLULU, extent of damager not yet determined.**

He derived great satisfaction from the above report, particularly
in regard to the lack of any appreciable enemy air activity at the objective
area for two reasons: (1) it signified the success of his pre-D-day carrier
strikes agaiLnst Formosa axad Luzon, which strikes had clearly contributed
greatly toward neutralizing the respective airfields and had assisted in pre-
venting tha Japanese from reinforcing, in any appreciable number, their sadly
depleted air strengtn in the Philippines;*** and (2) it supported his estirdate

in regard to the weakness of Japanese air power, based on his SeDpember
strikes against the Philippines as a result of which he had recommendod that

KING II be inauguratec immediately.****

At 2100 CC14THIRDFLT's flagship with TG 38.2, was bearing 082 0 (T),

distant 105 miles from Catanduanes Island.

CTU 30.5.3 Dispatch 201.010 October 1944 to CCH1.RDFLT0 info CTG 30.5,

CTF's 57, 59, all TFC's 3RDFLT; CrU 30.5.1 Di-p•tch A)1146 Octobec 1911
to CC13R.DFLT, info CTG 30.5, all TýC' s 3RD)FLT.

* CTF 77 Dispatch A00755 October 1904 to( ý) (J(Mr';'AC iitfc CLiT(1AG, CUW-

INCH, CU43RDFLAT, all TFC' s 3KD and 7TH F.leets, itc,

'•* Action' heport C(OM3iI)FLT, Operations of Weitern Pueaific lask Forces, anU

"3hDFLT, Serial 0085, January 25th, 1945.
*-**- CM.3(14.3FL'1 hispatch 13oj w 3 Ja epteiaher 19h1, io CINCI'OA, info C(I.'.ii•,J"AC

and C(OINCH.



TF38 "An
CTG1 3 38,1 %n -,'.48

CJ~fD'~ft1ALOf~ober 20th

(1) TF 38 (Fast Carrier Force) October 20th.*

(a) Operations of CTG's 38.1 and 38.4 (Yast Carrier
Groups), October 20th.

At the beginning of the day CPG• s 38.1 a&M 38.4 wore
heading on course 155 0 (T) at twenty-three knots toward their dawn launching
position in Latitude 110 - 30N, Longitude 1260 - 30OZ to launch pre-
landing-hour air .trikes in direct support of the Leyte landings, and also to
provide fighter sweeps of the western Visayas and rtrthern Mindanao airfield,*
north of Latitxe 060 - 45'N as necessary to destr, enemy aircrmf6..** This
latter had been requested by COSV9VENHFLT on October eth,-** at which time
the latter comandeL had sent to CwMrlihtDPT his target assigrments foi the
period D-4 to 1-day.

At this time TG 38.1 consisted c, WASP, HORNET,
MOMN Y, CI&STLR, ?ENSACOLJ, SALT LiKE CI-fY, SAN DIEGO, OAKLAND, MARSHALL,
CASSIN, DOWNES, DUNLAP, FANNING, CASE, CUMMINGS, McCAL14, 140•9O•Ri"8, IZARD,
CO•NNR•, BROWN, and TG 3$.4 consisted of FEANKLIN, SAN JACINTO, ENTERPRISE,
BLUIZAU WOOD, BILOXI, NEW ORLEANS, MURY, GRIDIn.Y, hi'CM, MUGFORD, RALPH
TALBOT, PATTERSON, BAG"EY, WIM-6S, NýCWWLON, SWANSON.

During the early moming, and probably at 01.30 (vitin
it was received by CTY 79), both CTG's 38.1 and 38.4 received a dispatch
from CONTHIPFLT (qpioted in fill anddr "Uperations of CCMTHIRDFLT, October
20th") which indicated CUMTHIRDFLT' s intentions concerning csbanges in the
complements of aircraft withim the cavriers of 'VY 38 for %r6ar future
operations", This dispa-tch did not apoear to cause, aL this time, any
unusual tensions within the abxve task groups.

S* A•. tn" beglnnin of the day TF 38 exclusive of the CABUiT and COWPENS
which had not as yet rejoined had a total of 533 VF, 217 VB ann 206
VT, These figures are less by approyimately 40 VF than those
contained in Voliume I1 ov "The Battle for Leyte Gulf" inasmuch as
new and mome reliable records have been acquired qubsequent to the
promulgation of Volume IT.

*• r ar Diary CTG 38.2, October .f{)th, 19')4; also Deck Lop, !TANKLIN,
October 20th, 1944.

• C(MT7iHFUi 0ispatch 080329 October 19" to COM3RDFLT.

• ' ' ' I I I I I I I I I l I I1i09I



'A CTG's 38.1 and 38.4,
•'• CONFD• i October 20th

Accordingly, the two task groups arrived on station at
baout dawn and comemen d launching aircraft as follows:*

Time Strike Designation Composition Sorties

C559 Fighter Sweep 36 VF 36

o610 Strike ABLE 34 VF, 1 VF (P), 101
3 VFB, 32 VB,

31 VT

0700 Strike BAKER 31 VF, 6 VF (P), 101
3 VFB, 33 VB,

28 VT

1207 Fighter Sweep 8 VF 8

Total Sorties 246

The armament for the above strikes consisted generally of
,bombs, rockete and napalm, iki addition to the normal loading of machine gun
amMUr ition.

Ideal. weather conditions prevailed throughout the day.
In thie operating area the ceiling and visibility were unlimited, with a
smooth sea and moderate northwesterly winds. Over Leyte and the western
Visayas there were a few scattered cirrus and cumulus clouds, with light

*Act1orn Report HORNET, Ryukyu Islands, Forirosa and Philippine Operations
October 2nd - 27th, 1.944, Serial. 0031, October 28th, 1944; Action Report
MONTEREY, Operations Against Nansei Shoto,Sakishima Shoto, Formosa,
Luzon, Visayas, etc., October 2nd - 28th (EL), 1944, Serial 0029,
October 27th, 1944; also Aircraft Action Reports Air Group 14; forwarled
by WASP, Serial 0238, November 9th, 1944; Action Report F.i'ERPRISE,
Operations Ag&inat the Enemy, Nansei Shoto, Foxmosa, Philippine Islands,
October 7th - 21st, 1944, Serial 6053, October 31st, 1944; Action
ReporL BELLEAU WOOD, Action Against Nansei Shoto, Formosa, Luzon and
the Visayas, October 7th - 21st, 19"4, Sexrp] C170, November 3rd, 194it;
Act.on Report SAN JACINTO, Operations Against Okinawa Jima, Formosa,
Luzon, and Visayas, etc., October 7th -- 21st, 1914, Serial O013k, October
31st, 1944; a) .,o Aircraft Act.ion Report Air Group 13, forwarded by
FRAMLIN, Serial D193, November 7th, 1944; Aircraft Action Report Air
Group 51, Serial 0056, October 23rd, 1944, no forwarding endorsement.
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CTG's 38.1 and 38.4
SOctober 20th V

haze at the lower levele, visibility ten to twelve miles.* The sun rose at•'0629 and set at 1819.4

The fighter sweeps against northern Mindanao were

launched by CTG 38.1 and those against the w'stern Visayas by CTG 38.4. The
Visayas sweeps were recovered at 0938 and the Mindanao sweeps at 1020. The
afternoon fighter sweep (Visayas) landed aboard at 1620. Except on the Del
Monte airfield in northern Mindanao, where one plane was reportedly destroyed
and six others damaged,** no evidence of any enemy activity either in the air
or on the ground was observed.

Strikes ABLE and BAKER reported on station over the
objective area to CSACP and attacked ground targets behind the southern
landing beaches as designated by him by grid system, comtencing at 0815 and
ending at 0915. These attacks were directed against enemy mortar batteries
and trerches along the beach at San Pablo airfield, on Catmon Hill, at
Liberanan Head, in Dulag Town and Dagami Town. The latter town was attacked
because it was reportedly the site of the Japanese headquarters for the
defense of Leyte. Actually, the results of the pre-landing-hour strikes were
for the most part umobs rved, owing to the dense foliage and smoke that
obscured many of the targets. However, Dagami Town was leveled, large fireo
were observed among the ýuildings in Dulag Town, and installations at San
Pablo airfield rceeived numerous bomb hits.*** Available Japanese accounts,
while mentioning these attacks, do not elaborate.****

THiRE WAS CONSIDERABLE CONGESTION IN THE AIR OVER THE

OBJECTIVE AREA, CAUSED LARGEIA, BY TFE LARGE NUMBER OF PLANES FROM THE ESCORT
CARRIER GROUPS AND THE TWO FAST C0.UIER GROUPS, WHICH OV&RLOADED THE LIMITED
COM•UNICATION CHANNELS ALI) DELAYED ThE ASSIGNMENT OF TARGETS BY C01MANDER

. * Deck Logs WASP and FRANKLIN, October 20th, 19V+; Action Report B-ELLEAU

W(OD, October 7th - 21st, 1944, Action Against Nensei Shoto, Formosa,
Luzon and the Visayas, Serial 0170, November 3rd, 1944; Action Report
WASP, Operations Against Okinawa Jima, Miyako jima, Northern Luzon,
Formosa, Manila Bay Area, Leyte, etc., October 2nd - 27th, 19", Serial
0040, October 28th, 1944; action Report FRAIGMIN, Operations Against the
Fnemy at Nansei 3hoto, Formosa and the Philippine Islands, October
7th - 21st, Serial. 0039, October 31st, 1944.

• * Aircraft Action Reports Air Group 14, forwarded by WASP, Serial 0238,
November 9th, 1944; also Action Report HORWýT, October 2nd - 27th, 1944,
Serial 0031, October 28th, 1944; Action Report MONTEREY, October 2nd -
28th (EL), 1944, Serial 0029, Octotbr 27th, 194.4.

•N'* Action Report CTG 38.1, Operations Against Okinawa, Formota, Northern
Luzon, Leyte, etc., October 2nd - 29th, 1944, Serial 00101, December
15th, 1944; also Acticn Report CTG 38.4, Operations Against (Yxinawa
Jima, Formosa, !uzon, Vi.:ayas, etc., October 7th -21st, 194J4. Serial

=263. November 16th, 1944.
• 5-* 14TH Area Army Operations on ILeyte, Japanese 5tudies in World War ii,

Office of the Chief of Miliitary Histcry, Histo-ical Section G-2, GHQ,
FEC, File No. 8-5, JS-7, 851-7.
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CTG'!s 38.1 anid 38.4
= October 20th

SUPPORT AIRCRAFT. IN SOME CASES, SUPPORT GROUPS HAD TO ORBIT OVER THEIR
DESIGNATED REFERENCE POINTS FOR ALWOST TWO HOURS BEFORE RECEIVING TARGET
ASSIGNMENTS. THIS WAS CAUt), IN PART, BY THE FACT THAT THE PRIOR COORDINA-
TION AND PLANNING, BETWEEN CTF 77 AND THE FAST CARRIER GROUPS HAD ONLY BEEN
OF A GMERAL NATURE. FOR EXMPLE, IN THE CASE OF TG 38.1, THE DETAIL0E
ORWERS REGARDING THE NUMBERS, ARMAHT AND COMPOSITION OF THE VARIOUS STRIKE
GROUPS FOR D-DAY HAD NOT EEN ISSUED UNTIL THE PREVIOUS EVENING NOR HAD
C000ANDER SUPPORT AIRCRAFT BEEN INFOR(ED PREVIOUSLY AS TO THE AIRCRAFT TO BE
EXPECTED FRM THE TWO FAST CARRIER (MOUPS.*

At 0816 he received a dispatch from CTF 77 requestbig,
in part, that, in addition to his bombing attacks on the beach installations,
he also make fighter swoeps of the western Visayas and Mindanao airfields
north of Latitude 080 - 45' N.** Since his fighters were already executing
the latter task, he took no furtl'-r action thereon.

At 1453 CTG 38.4 directed M- 30.8 (Fleet Oiler and
Transport Carrier Group) to detach the McCALL, which had been left to operate
with the oiler group since October 16th due to an engineering casualty during
fueling, to rejoin his carrier group at Point MICK at 0700 the following
day.***

CTG 38.1 stationed a night CAP of four VF(N) o', er his
task group from 0431 until 0727, and a daylight CAP of twenty VF, plus a
SNASP of four VF and four VT, from 0615 until 1800. In addition, in
compliance with a request he had received from CTF 77 at O9 3 5 ,**** he pro-
vided at the objective area a dusk CAP of six VF(N), which he launched at
1757 and recovered at 2112.*

CTG 38.4 maintained over his task group from 0558 until
1748 a daylight CAP of eight VF and a SNASP of four VP and four VB/VT, except
that between 1159 and 1538 he increased his CAP to twelve VF.

The only enemy air activity encountered during the day by
either task group occurred at 0841 when the CAP from TG 38.4 shot down a

Action Reports HORkNET, Ryuku Islands, Formosa and Philippine
Operations, October 2nd -27th, 1944, Serial O031, October 28th, 1944;
BELLEAU WOOD, Action Against Nansei Shoto, Formosa, Luzon, Visayas,
October 7th - 21st, 1944, Serial 0170, November 3rd, 1944; Report of
Support Aircraft Operation, KING 11, Commander Support Aircraft,
7THPLT, letter November 2nd, 1944, No Serial.

** CTF 77 Dispatch 191917 October 1944 to CTG 38.1, info C.G. 5TH Air
Force, LTU '77.4.3, CTF 38, CTG 77.4, etc.

"** CTG 38.4 Dispatch 200553 October 1944 to CTG 30.8; also War Diary
McCALL, October 16th, 1944.

**-* CTF 77 Dispatch 191930 October 19414 to CTG 38.1, info CTG 38.4, etc.
SWar Diary CTG 38.1, October 2Oth, 1944; also Action Report WASP,

Operation Against Okinawa Jima, Miyako Jima, Northern Luzon,
Formosa, Manila Bay Area, Leyte, etc., October Z-d - 27th, 1944,
Serial 0040, October 28th, 1944.



CTG's 38.2 and 38.3

October 20th - .

carrier-type reconnaissance plane bearing 185 0 (T), distant thirty-eight
mile$.*

Total aircraft losses for both groups consisted of
one VF from the BELLEAU WOOD hit by enemy antiaircraft fire over Cebu air-
field during the morning fighter sweep, and one VB from the WASP lost
operationally. The pilot of the VF was rescued by the McDEMRUT;* the pilot
and aircrewman of the VB were picked up by the CONNER.**

At 1910 CTG 38.1 received instructions from COMTH:RD-
FLT to delay shifting the MARSHALL to TG 38.2 until October 22-nd.*

At 1915 CTG's 38.1 and 38.4 set course 035 0 (T), speed
eighteen knots, toward their fueling rendeivous with TG 30.8 at Point MICK
at 0700 the following day.****

At 1953 CTG 38.4 received instructions from C(MTffIRD-
FLT to delay shifting the BILOXI to TG 38.1 until October 22nd.*

At 2400 CTG 38.1 was bearing 2170(T), distant 140
miles from Point HICK, and CTG 33.4 was bearing 225 0 (T), distant 130 miles
from Point KICK. At this time TG 38.1 had a total of 124 VF, 46 VB and 42
VT and TG 38.4 a total of 110 VF, 44 VB and 46 VT.

(b) Operations of CTG 38.2 and CTG 38.3 (Fast Carrier
Groups), October 20th.

During the early morning, and probably at 0150 (when

it was received by CTF 79), both CTG's 38.2 and 38.3, which were heading
independently toward their noon rendezvous in the vicinity of Point READY

(Latitude 150 - COIN, Longitude 1270 - OO'E), received a dispatch from COM-
THIRDFLT, who, it will be recalled, was in Lhe NEW Jr;REY with TG 38.2

(quoted in full under "Operations of C0I4THIRDFLT, October 20th"), which
indicated COKTHIRDFLT's intentions concerning changes in the complements of
aircraft within the carriers of TF 38 for "near future operations". This
dispatch did not appear to cause at this time any unusual tensions within
TG 38.3, but, as will be shown later, it seems to have caused considerable
tension within TG 38.2 and notably within the BUNKkR HILL, which carrier, it
will be recalled, was to (a) have a comiplement of 100 VF, and (b) transfer
ashore her present Vt3 and VT complement.*I****

Action Report. BWLLLAU WOOD, Action Against Nansei Shoto, Formosa,
Luzon and the Visayas, October 7th - 21st, 1944, Serial 0170,
November 3rd, 1944.
Deck Log WASP, October 20th, 1944.
C1,3RDFLT bisp&tch 200844 October 1944 to CTG 38.1, info CTG 38.2.

**I.-* War Diary MONTEREY, October 20th, 1944.
* COM3RDFLT Dispatch 200909 October 1944 to CTG 38.4, info CTG 38..2,

BILOXI.
GC()3f1)FLT Dispatch 190540 October 1944 to CTF 38, CTG's '38.1, 38.2,
38.3 and 38.4.
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CTG'sa 38.2 aid 38.3
IVA= U I. October 20th

The weather in the operating area was overcast, with
low cumulus clouds and showers, flying conditions generally undesirable.*
Although the seas were slight and the winds moderate from the northeast, the
cloud and shower activity, in addition to a falling barometer,,** indicated
that the influence of the tropical typhoon that was scheduled to peas slightly
to the northwest through Area OCTAMN** this day was being felt. Fortunately,
these two task groups missed the full effect of the typhoon because CG(THIRD-
FLT, being on the alert to avoid bad weather, had accordingly moved their
operating area 120 miles south of the area originally assigned.*

At 0915 the CABOT, STEPHEN POTTER, MILLER and THE
SULLIVANS, which had been operating temporarily with TG 30.3 to protect the
crippled HOUSTON and CANBRRA, rejoined TG 38.2.N

Sometime during the forenoon CTG 38.2 received a
visual dispatch from the Commanding Officer BUNKER HILL to the effect that
FITENON EIGHT was suffering from combat fatigue. The substance of this dis-
patch is indicated below in CTG 38.2's dispatch to CTF 38 and CC(THIRDFLT.
CTG 38.2 now re-estimated the sittation and decided on certain recomuenda-
tions. These, together with the substance of the Commanding Officer BUNKER
HILL' s dispatch, he forwarded by visual dispatch at 1245 to both CTF 38 and
CCITHIRDFLT as follows:

"FOLLCWING RECEIVED FR(O4 BUNKER HILL QUOTE THIS IS
THE SAD PICTURE. FITERON EIGHT IS PRACTICALLY 100 PER CENT SUFFERING FROM
COMBAT FATIGUE. OF FORTY-FOUR FIGTrER PILOTS INCLUDING FOUR RECENT REPLACE.-
ALNTS, TWENTY GROUNDED ON RECCWNDATION TWO FLIGHT SURGEONS. BELIEVE
FIFTERN OF THESE TWENTY COULD B USED IN EMERGENCY DURING NEXT FEW DATY ONLY.
URGENTLY RECOMMEND FLOLWNG (1) THAT IEDIATE STEPS BE TAKEN GET A
REPLACEMENT FITERON POSSIBLY FLOWN OUT' BY COMAIRFAC, (2) THAT PRESENT AGC
(AIR GROUP CCWOANDNR) REMAIN ON SHIP, (3) CCMANDER COLLINS4*I*** FITERON,
REMAIN AS HIS ASSISTANT UNQUO(fE. FROK PERSONAL OBSERVATION COVERING SIX
WEEKS IN BUNKER HILL KNOW CONDITIONS STATED EXIST. STRONGLY RECONKEND
COMPLETE DETACHMENT AIR GROUP EIGHT RETAINING AGC DURING NEXT OPERATIONS".

THIS DID NOT APPEAR TO SURPRISE CTG 38.2 FOR, AS
NOTED ABOVE, THA-" CCWANDER, FROM HIS SIX WEEKS EXPERIENCE IN THE BUNKER HILL,
BELIEVED THE CONDITIONS STATED ACTUALLY EXISTED. WHILE IT is NOT CLEAR
WHETHER OR NOT CTG 38.2 OR THE COMMANDING OFFICER BLINKER HILL HAD PREVIOUSLY

* Action Report HANCOCK, October 6th - 31st, 1ý44, Serial 0100,
November 3rd, 1944.

4* Deck Log ESSEX, October 20th, 1944.

COM3RDFLT Dispatch 180326 October 1944 to CTG's 38.2, 30.8, 30.7,
info CGL*INCH, CINCPAC, C(MSOW6SPkC, etc.
* C(M3RD•LT Dispatches 170022, 180452 and 191329 October 1944.

"***N* War Diary CTG 38.2, October 20th, 1944.

**~** Cotmwander William M. Collins, Jr., ILSN.
***t*** CTG 38.2 Visual Uispatch ")0345 October 1V44 to CT" 38, C(WRDFLT.
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CTG'& 38,2 and 38.3
c~hhmp-'u"Oct~ober 2Dth

MADE A OFFICIAL REPRESENTATIONS IN THIS MATTER TO HIGHER AUTHORITY, THE
EVIDEMCE BMW1 TO INDICATE THAT, DESPITE THE KNOWISDGE OF THIS INCREASING
wllTER-ORATION,, NO SUCH REPRESENTATIONS HAD BEEN MADE.

THIS BRINGS FORTH THE (XN6ENT THAT ANY FLAG OR
OCIOANDING OFFICER WHO IS AWARE THAT THE COMBAT EFFICIENCY OF HIS C""WID IS
ENG APPRECIABLY AFFECTED BY MORALE DETERIORATION SHOULD TAKE INMEIATE AND
POSITIV3 ACTION TO REMOVE THE CAUSES OF SUCH MORALE DETERIORATION. IF THE
ACTION TAKEN IS NOT EFFECTIVE HE SHOULD nHEN (1) TRANSFER THOSE PERSONNEL
ADVERSELY AFFECTED, AND (2) ADVISE HIS IMMEDIATE SUPERIOR OF THE SITUATION,
SINCE THIS COULD HAVE A SERIOUS EFFECT ON THAT COMMANDER S RUNNING ESTIMATE
AND UPON HIS DECISIONS.

IN THIS CONNECTION, WAR INSTRUCTIONS, 1944, STATES,
"THE CCOANDER STRIVES TO HAVE HIS MEN AT THEIR GREATEST MORAL AND PHYSICAL
STRENGTH AT THE MaKENT WHEN THEIR UTHOST CAPABILITIES ARE DERANDED".*

WHILE THE NAVY REGULATIONS IN EFFECT AT THAT TIME
(1944) MAKE NO SPECIFIC MENTION OF THE COMMANDER'S RESPONSIBILITIES IN THIS
MATTER,** NAVY REGULATIONS IN EFFECT IN 1957 ARE VERY SPECIFIC AND STATE
THAT,

"THE COMMANDING OFFICER SHALL:

(1) EXERT EVERY EFFORT TO MAINTAIN HIS COMMAND IN A
MAXIMUK STATE OF EFFECTIVENESS FOR WAR SERVICE CONSISTANT WITH 1HE DEGREE
OF READINESS PRESCRIBED BY PROPER AUTHORITY;

(2) REPORT TO HIS APPROPRIATE SENIOR ANY DEFICIENCY
WHICH APPRECIABLY L&SSENS THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE CCMUAND".***

During the first half of the day both task groups
steamed on various courses toward their rendezvous. Despite the fact that
CTG 38.3 had been a little slow in heading toward the rendezvous as he had
not received the directive to do so until 0432 that morning, both task
groups reached the reference position on schedule and then the two groups
operated together in this area in a covering capacity for the Leyte landings
in compliance with CORTIIRUFLT orders**** (CTF 38 in LEXINGTON, OTC: COM-
THIHDFLT in NMW JERSEY, SOPA).*****

* War Instructions, U.S. Navy, 1944 (FTP 143hA)), Paragraph 166.
** United States Navy Regixltions, 1920, corrected through Change

No. 25, October 4th, 1944.
* United States Navy Regulations, 1948, Chapter 7, The Commanding

Officer, Paragraph 0704, "Effectiveness for Service".
**** COM3RDFLT Dispatch 191329 October 1944 to CTF 38 and CTG's 38.1,

38.2, 38.3 and 38.4.
***** War Diary Cct4CHUDIV 13, October 20th, 1944.
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CTG's 38.2 and 38.3
SOctober 2Oth

At this time TG 38.2 consisted of BUNKER HILL,
HANCOCK, INDEPENDENCE, INTREPID, IOWA, NEW JERSEY, VINCEKKES, MIAMI, TINGEY,
(", HICKOX, HUNT, LEWIS HANCOCK, HALSEY POWELL, CUSHING, COLAHAN, UHLMANN,
BEMHAM, YARNALL, TWINING, STOCKHAM, WEDDERBURN, CABOT, STEPHEN POTTER,
MILLER, THE SULLIVANS, and TG 38.3 consisted of ESSEX, LEXINGTON, PRINCETON,
LAN(LEY, WASHINGTON, MASSACHUSETTS, SOUTH DAKOTA, ALABAMA, SANTA FE,
BIRMINGHAM, MOBILE, RENO, COGSWELL, CAPERTON, INGERSOLL, KNAPP, CLARENCE K.
BRONSON, CUT=, DORTCH, GATLING, HEALY, PORTERFIEWD, CALLAGHAN, CASSIN
YOUNG, IRWIN, PRESTON, LAWS, LONOSHAW, MORISON.

In compliance with CO4THIRDFLT dispatch 191329,
CTG 38.3 flew morning and afternoon searches in sector 4700 - 3400(T) to
300 miles, keeping away from land but sighting the coast line so as to
contact any enemy vessels that might be passing close to the shore. These
searches, each consisting of seven VF and seven VB from the ESiSEX, were
launched at 0746 and 1331 and recovered at 1215 and 1755 with negative
results as regards enemy contacts, but with positive results as regards
contacts on friendly forces. In this connection, the morning search reported
contacting four friendly suhmarines.* These were the PARCHE and SAILFISH
from TF 17, which were retiring to Saipan from their areas; the BLACKFIN
also from TF 17, which was en route to station in the S5 Pacific Area; and
the NAUTILUS from TF 72, which was on a special mission to the Luzon
guerillas in the vicinity of Cape San Ildefonso (Luzon). The afternoon
search reported contacting a submarine presumed to be friendly.* This also
appears to have been the NAUTILUS.

Each task group maintained routine local patrols
consisting of a CAP of eighý VF and an ASP of four VB/VT from sunrise until
sunset.** In addition, CTG 38.2 flew a night CAP of tour VF(N) from 0335
until after the daylight patrols were launched, and a night CAP of two
VF(N) from 1800 until mldnight.-**

Total loases for both groups consisted of one VT
from INDLPENDENCE that crash~ed on landing aboard.*-*-" There were no
personnel losses.

Except for the above, both task groups spent a very
quiet day and encountered no enemy activity, which provided an opportunity
for rest for a number of piiots-notably in the BUNKER HIILL-who were
beginning to experience combat fatipue.*r*

At 1730, in accordance with CcMTHIRDFLT' s visual

* War Diary OTG 38.3, October 1944.
War Diaries C"G 38.3, INTREPID, BUNKER HIL.L, 1NDECEPNDENCE, HANCOCK,
LEXINGTON, and LANGLEY, October 20th, 1944.

* Deck Iogs E5..iEX and INDEPENDENCE, October 2Oth, 1944.
**** War Diary and Deck Log INDEPENDENCE, October 20th, 1944.

-**" War Diary BUNKFR HILL, Octotbr 20th, 1944.
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dispatch 200356, CTG' s 38.2 and 38.3 headed, on course 210 0 (T) at seventeen
knots, toward Latitude 130 - 301N, Longitude 1250 - 30'E (this position was
bearing 0420 (T), distant sixty miles from San Bernardino Strait), to arrive

by dawn the following day to launch neutralization fighter sweeps and strikes
against enemy airfields in the gicol-Visayas area.*

At 2400 the two task groups were bearing 0450 (T),
distant seventy-five miles from their dawn launching position. At this time
TG 38.2 had a total of 182 VF, 71 VB and 73 VT and TG 38.3 a total of 139 VF,
55 VB a"d 54 VT.

(2) Operations of CTU 30.3 (Salvage Group), October 20th.

CTG 30.3, in BOSTON, continued his retirement toward
Ulithi on course 1150(T). The we&ther remained favorable and the salvage
operations aboard the HOUSTGN and CANBERRA were proceeding satisfactorily.

At 0043 CTG 30.7 (Hunter-Killer Group), consisting of
the HOGGATT BAY, BEBAS, SEID, STSELE and SAMUEL S. MILES, reported to CTG
30.3 for duty.** This group had been ordered to provide antisubrine
protection for TG 30.3 by COMTHIRDFLT in anticipation of the return of the
CABOT and CUWPENNS from TG 30.3 to TF 38.*A

At 0630 CTG 30.3, in accordance with C024THIRDFLT r~ds
detached the CABOT, THE SULLIVANS, STEPHEN POTTER and MILLER, in time to
join TG 38.2 during the forenoon.E

At 0705 the TPEW.R, escorting the merchant tug WATCH
HILL from Ulithi, Joined TG 30.3 in accordance with C(XTHIRDFLT
directive,***** the TREVER taking position in the screen of TU 30.3.1 and the
WATCH HILL standing by to pick up tow on M1YNSEE.**i***

At 0941 the NICHOLSON reported to CTG 30.3 to escort
the WICHITA to TG 38.4 in accordance with COMTHI•DtFLT and CTG 38.4
direct ives .*

At 0946 the BOWTON went aloniside the CANB1HJiA arwl de-.
livered 33,000 galloni of much-needed fresh water, completing by 16!O.,*-*0***

* War Diary CTG 38.3 October 20th, )944; also Deck Logs Nr'W JKR$IY,
kMiaX and INTREPID, October 20th, 1944.

SWar Diary and Deck Log bhO•rON, October 2Og., 1944.
CCOM3KDFLT Dispatch 190104 October 194.4 to CT(G 30.7, info CTG 30.3,
etc.; also War Diary HO•GATT BAY, October k9th/A2th, 1944.
War Diary CABOT, October 20th, 1944; also COX3RD•0r Dispatch
190-11 October 1944 to CTG 30.3.
COi)43RFLT Dispatch 190135 October 1944 to TREV&R, info CTG ,57.i 4,etc.

4 - b Deck Log BC0TON, October 20th, 19i4.
=•-*** CLC4RDMFLT Dispatch 190150 ()ctober 1941, to CIG 38.4 uid C()CitiII)IV ",

info MTO 30.3, etc.; also War Diary NICHOL-iON, October 19th, 1944.
******-* Deck Log HO.'TON, October AMt-, 1944; alsoi War Diary (X1•.;nxJl1V 10,

October 20th, 1944.
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At 1010 the WATCH HILL received the tow wire from the
MUNSEE and both tugs towed the CANNIORA in tandem. Similarly, the ZUNI,
which joined TG 30.3 at 1105, picked up tandem tow on the PAWNEE to HOUSTON
at 1131. The speed of advance of the formation was thereby increased about
one mnot.*

At 1218 he received a dispatch from CCUTHIRDFLT tc CTG
30.7 (Hunter Killer Group) reporting in part the possibility of at least
three Japanese sutnarines approaching from the north.**

At 1450 the ATR 50, escorted by the CHARRETTEM, reported
to CTG 30.3 for duty and was directed to assist the CURRENT in salvage
operations,,*

At 1813 CTG 30.3, in compliance with CCKTHIRDFLT's 190150
and W0027*** detached the WICHITA, COWPENS, NICHOLSON and GRAYSON; WICHITA
and NICHOLSON to join TO 38.4, COCPENS and GRAYSON to join TG 38.1; rendezvous
in Latitude 150 - OO0N, Longitude 1300 - 0O'E, (Point MICK) the next morning.

On departure of the above group TU 30.3.2 (Support Unit)
was dissolved and the BURNS and CHARRETTE, the remaining vessels of this task
unit, joined the Towing Unit (TU 30.3.1).* TG 30.3 now consisted of the
BOSTON(F), CANBERRA in tow of MUNSEE and WATCH HILL, HOUSTON in tow of PAWNEE
and ZUNI, SK-LL, BOYD, BURNS, CHARRETTE, CtWELL, TREV, CURRENT and ATR 50.

From 0603 until 1743 CTG 30.3 maintained a CAP of eight
V from CO)PENS over his task group, while the Hunter Killer Group operated
independently about five to ten miles ahead and provided antisubmarine cover.
No enemy activity was obaerved.****

At 2400 CTG 30.3 was bearing l150 (T), distant 64',
miles from Ulithi.

He now estimated that, if luck held out, he would reach
Ulithi October 27th or 28th. Since the operations of TG 30.3 have no
further bearing on this study, they will he dropped at this point, except to
say that the HOUSTON anrd CANBERRA finally arrived safely at Ulithi
October 27th.

* Deck Log B&ZTON, October 20th, 1914; also War Diary COHCRUDIV 10,
October 20th, 194".

SC0M3HDFLT Dispatch 200003 October 194.4 to CTG .30.7, info C(f4INCH,
CINCPAC, all TFC's and TGC's 3RDFLT.

** C(3RDFLT Dispatch 190150 October 1944 to C(.4CRUDIV 6, CTG 38.4;
also CCk¶3RDFLT Dispatch 200027 October 1944* to CTG 30).3.

t*-~* War Diaries BOUTON, C(OPENS and (X4CR[JDIV 10, October 20th, 19414.
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(3) Operatioes of CTG 30.5 (Air Search, Reconmaissance
and Photegraphic Group), Octiber 20th.

CTG 30.5, in the HALIN (AV-15) at Ulithi, on this dmq
contiaued his air searches from Koesol Passage (TU 30.5.1), Saipan
(TU 30.5.2) and Tinin (TIJ 30.5.3) in accordance with Camuander Forward
Are&a Central Pacific (CTF 57) Operation Plan No. 6-W, as indicated in
Plate X and in Diagram B. The results were uniformly negative except that
the P84Y in sector 3350 - 3AM(T) was attacked at 0955 without, damag6 by
two enam carrier-type fighters ten miles southwest of Kita Iwo Jima.*

At 0917 he implemented prior orders from CGMTHDUFLT
directing him to provide antisubmarine protection for TG 30.3 by issuing
the following instructions: he directed (a) CM 30.5,1, in Kossol Passage,
to locate TG 30.3 on October 22nd and then provide conti-uous air anti-
submarine coverage for that group between Longitudes 1310 - O'E and
1350 - OO0', and (b) CTU 30.5,4, in Ulithi, to provide similar ccver
between Longitude 1350 - OO' and Ulithi.**

At 2211, he modified the foregoing instructions by
ordering CTU 30.5.1 to ccmence covering TO 30.3 on the 21st.***

At 2213 he received a report from CTU 30,5.3 stating
that all searches from Tinian (Plate XVI) had been made with eighty-five
to ninety-five per cent coverage, except sectors 3440 - 35"0 (T) (to 700
miles, sixty-five per cent coverage) and 3350 - 3440 (T) (890 miles, eighty
per cent coverage).****

At about 2327 he received a report from CTU 30.5.1 to
the effect that all searches from Kossol Passage this day had been negative,
although sectors 3100 - 32O°(T) and 3500 - 360 0 (T) (Plate XVI) had been
covered eighty-five and ninety per cent respectively, because of weather
while the searches in the remaining sectoiwent to full distance and
cover.*****

* War Diary CCMFWDAREACGNTPAC ( 57), October 1944; alsa' CINCPAC
Daily Location and Plot, Allied and Enemy Forces, Underlay No. 1,
1630Z October 29th - 163OZ October 21st, 1944.

* CTG 30.5 Dispatch 200017 October 1944 to CTU's 30.5.1 and 30.5.4,
etc., info CC)3RDFLT, CTG 30.3, etc.

4N tMTG 30.5 Dispatch 201311 October 1944 to CTU 30.5.1, info C43RLFLT.
* CTU 30.5.3 Dispatch 201010 Ocohber 1944 to C(N31tDFL'I', info CTG 30.5,

CTF' m 57, 59, a&l TFC' s 3|IDFLT.
**- CTU 30.5.1 Dinpatch 201146 October 1914 to C(143RDFLT, info CTG 30.5,

CTF 57, all TFC's 3W*-LrT.
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(2) Operations of CTF 17 (Submarine Force Pacific), October 20th,
(Plates XVII, J.VIII, XIX, XX).

In th•is volume, in a manner similar to that employed in Volume II,
the operations of TF 17 submarines connected with KING II will be discussed
wnder the varioua groups, such as CONVOY COLLEG, rather than by individual
submarines.* Since many of t|w orders issued to the submarines throughout
KING II by CTF 17 or by the coordinated attack group (wolf pack) cmmanders
are not available to this study and were probably destroyed by burning, this
analysis as did that of Volume II mut necessarily conmmet more upon the
dispositions from day to day than upon the orders received which resulted in
such dispositions, although whenever the orders are available-whether in
dispatch form or found in the -ttrol reports-.they will be commented upon.

At 0000 October 20th the submarines were either on station in
complianca with )revious orders or were proceeding to their now stations
as had been ordered by CTF 17 (Plate XVII).

A. study of the submarine disposition here depicted shows that no
specific deployments were underway which would provide adpquate intelligence
relative to the movements of Japanese combatant forces to or from the Emp.e,
or in the approaches te the Philippines. This was because, as pointed out
ic Volume II, under "Operations of CTF 17, October 19th",** CTF 17 had (a)
discontinued his arecial submarine barriqrs for guarding against passage by
enemy surface comatant forces in (1) the approaches to Bungo Suido, (2)
the approaches to Shimonoseki Suido, (3) MARU MORGUE, and (4) Luzon Strait,
(b) permitted the BARBEL to retire when she had sufficient fuel to remain on
station for several more days and (c) had directed his submarines to return
to their nomal antishipping operations.

DOES THIS NOT 3EEM SURPRISING, FOR AN ALLIED LANDING ON EASTERN LEYTE
WAS TO BE MADE AT 1000 ON THIS DAY WHICH LANDING, BASED ON THE STRATEGICAL
PRINCIPLE THAT THE WAY TO ENTICE AN ENEMY INTO ACTION IS TO HIT SOMETHING
WHICH YOU FEEL HE WILL BE FORCED TO PROTECT, MIGHT NOMMALLY SE EXPECTED TO
PRODUCE A STRONG REACTION ON THE PART OF THE JAPANESE?

THAT THIS PRINCIPLE WAS RECOGNIZED THOROUGHLY BY CINCPOA IS EVIDENT
FROM HIS DISPATCH OF OCTOBER 6TH TO CCMSEVENTHFLT WHEREIN lIE STATED, IN
PART "DURING KING II AND THE PERIOD IMMEDIATELY F(IJOWING THAT OPERATION
INFCO4ATION AS TO THE MOVEMENTS OF IMPORTANT &4EMY UNITS WTLL BE OF THE
GREATEST IMPORTANCE. MY SUBMARINE DISPOSITIONS WILL BE SUCH AS TO COVER
MOVW8NTS OF THE END(Y CARRIERS WHICH ARE BELIEVED TO BE IN THE XPIRE" .•**

CTF 17 WAS OF COURSE THOROUGHLY FAMILIAR WITH THIS DISPATCH. WHY THEN, IN
THE LIGHT OF THE ABOVE CONSIDERATIONS, DID HE DISCONTINUE HIS SPECIAL SUB-

W Vol-ime 1I Battle for Leyte Gulf (NavPers 92194), Naval War College,
1955, Chapter I(B) (2).

S' Ibid. Ctapter V(B) (2).
II'* CC)7THFLr Dispatch 090158 October 1944, i•fo CTF' s 71 and 72,

(Re-encypherment of CINCPOA's 060202 October 1944 to COK7TH•LT, info
CTF 71 and CTF 72).
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CTF 17
October 2CA'Lh

MARINE BAPRIBE FOR GUARDING AGA1NST PASSiGE BY EDn SURFACE COGBATANTr
FORCES iN SUCH MANNER THAT THEIR EFF.SCr!V&ES$ IN RE0CNKAISS&NCA A(AINST
IMHOrTANT MW UNITS BECAME MORE A MATTER OF FORTUNE THAN Or GOOD MILITAR7
JLAX3WT? WFRIL HIS REASONS FOR DOMNG THIS ARE NOT APPARENT, IT SER43
PROBABL3 THAT HE HAD DECIDED THAT (A) '.3fL SETZURE OF LEMTE WOULD O BF OF
SUFFICYENT IMPORTANCE TO CAUSE SUCH A REACTION ON THE PART OF TiE JAPAN•E.
AND (B) ANTISHIPPING OPERATTON3 S•t)(W THEREFORE HAVE PRIORITY.

WHATEVER MAY HAVE ZEN HIS REASONS THEY WWE,? HIGHLY MONEOUS FOR
AS SHOWN (PLATE XIX) THE .JAPANkSE MAIN FORCE AT 1735 ON THIS DAY SORTTXJ
FR(4 BUNGO SUIDO ENTIRELY UNOBSERVED BY THE AJ.LIED SUH4ARINES (BESUGO,
RQUIL AND GABILAN) WHICH HAD BEEN INITIALIA, STATTONED IN THE APPROACHES
TO BUNGO SUIDO FOR THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF PREVEN'TING SUCH AN UNDETECTED
SORTIE OF SUCH A FORCE, BUT WHICH NOW, AS DISCUSSED INDER "HIT FARADE"S, WERE
OPERATING WITH THE APPROVAL OF CTF 17 UNDER A DESTRUCTION OBJECTIVE IN TIE
WATERS OFF THE EAST COAST OF KYUSHU (BESUGO "'I: P+(MQUIJ.)* AND, BY ORDERS OF
CTF 17, IN THE APPROACHES TO Kui SUIDO (GABILAN).** IT 1S APPARENT THAT TFIS
NEW DISPOSITION NECESSARILY LEFT THE SUNGO SUIDO, EXCEPT IN ITS WESTERN
SECTOR, COMPLETELI UNCOVNREDý THE RESULT Or, THIS WAS THAT AT THE TIME OF THE
SORTIE OF Thr, MAIN FORCE THE NEAREST ALLIED SUWRINK (BESUGO) WAS ABOUT
FIFTY-FOUR MILES AWAY.

It seems likely that CTF 17 was interested in learning what aetion,
if any, had been taken by the ,.ubmarines of CONVOY COLLEGE relative to (a)
the contact report of the previous day on a naval task force in the vicinity
of Hainan Island, and (b) his orders to "smack Lhem".*** He appeara to have
expected little, if anything, for an evaluation of this report would show
that (a) the contact had been a-de in a position about 300 miles to the
southwest, (b) the enemy was travelling at a speed far greater than the
maximm speed of his submarines, (c) he (the enemy) appeared to be heading
in the direction of Hainan Island-which vas but ninety uiles away--or for 4
the sea areas off the China coast, and (d) he h3A not designated ar-
particular wolf pack commander or individual submarine to execute the task.
In this, he would have been correct for the submarinea concerned took no
action although the TANG, operating off Kiirun, may have m',ved in that
direction.

Why then did he send this dispatch? It was done because it was the
usual practice within TF 17 (and in TF 71 as well) to designate a target of
this nature in this manruer. This alerted the submarines (a) to this contact,
(b) to the fact that it might suddenly appear in their operating area, and
(c) to the fact that CTF 17 had no definite information of its pr.bable
destination. Had CTF 17 had definite information titereon, instead of alert,
ing the whole CONVOY COLLEGE, te would have simply alerted the submarine
most affected.

* BESUGO DiLpatch 181424 October 1944 to CTF 17.
** CTF 17 Dispatch 191007 October 1944 to GABILAN.
*** CTF 17 Dispatch 190701 October 19"1. Lo CONVOY COLLEGE.
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It sees well to point out here that if he actually expected little

from thin contact he was correct, for it was not sighted on this day byAllied sources.

-- o During the day he rer"iyed dispatches and issued instructions as

(101 Sometime just before or af. about midnight, in reply to the
SARBML' s dispatch of the previous evytning, requesting ruting to Midwuty*
she was originally scheduled to retyrn on October 23rd**-he directed her
to proceed to Fremantle, instead of Midway, for tefit.*,P

(2) About this same time he recetred A dispatch from tV SALMON to
the effect L.At she Uad departed her patrol ritation in search of medical
aid for an officer in great jatn.*W- From this disFatch, which gare the
SALMON's course and spied, he coW d see that the subwarine was well out of
position and was steadily increasing thip deviation. He now pondered over
the situation to determine what action ne should t&ke for it was clear that,
if he nermitted the SALMON to continu,'. on her course, it w~uud be some 'hUys
before she could return to station.

(3) At 0326 he advised all submarines that the positicn given in the
TRIGGQER s contact report i9n'Y1i5*** should have Nsen Latitude 250 - 30'0N,
Longitude 1220 - 45'E.**"** He sent this dispatch 'because he thought that
the, TRIGGER's contact report had been received in error by e'eryone. Actual-
ly the error was within his own headquarters and the lispatch as rsceived by
other commands was received correctly. This contact report was to the effect
that four heavy cruisers, five destroyers fSLCOND Striking Force) had been
sighted at 1400 on the previous day in Latitude 25° - 30*N, Longitude
1220 - 45'E, on course 270°(T), speed sixteen lrTots,***•

(4) At 0417, as an information addressee, he r.eceived a dispatch
from COVNAVGRPCHINA to CINCPAC reporting tnat at, 2250 on ýhe previous
evening five large unidentified ships had been sijhted in Latitude 180 - 42'N
Longituda 1130 - 151E, course east, speed thirteun.* ;

(5) At 043. oioce CINCPAC was an informatic!. addressee, he received
c,-irHTRLfrT's dl.p;patch 191329 wherein that L.omander statd that (a) s, ieral
enemy surface con."'acts had been made on tkmt day east anm north of Formosa,

BAkfdL Dispatch 101(Y.6 October 1944 to CTF 17.
S** . 17 Operation Onre, 316-44, Serial 00830, Sept, mnber 12th, 1944

to SThILET.
War Patr•,-4" i' port BAREI., Repurt of 2ND War Pi.trul, Serial 04O,
October 24th, 1944.
W! ** Patrol Report. SALMON, Report of 1TH War Patrol, Serial 0-16,
Novei.,ber 10th, 19944.
TRIGGER V..patch !V0715 October 1944 to CTF 17, info CCM3RDFLT.

S*IM*** CTF 1.7 Dispatch 19t826 October [944 to all submarines,
*•* C(MNAVGIPRH1NA Dispat•h 191716/1 October 1944 to CINCPAC, info

CTF 17.
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CMhinu and the oulaobes Son, and (b) TF 38 would be kept intact plding
developments.* He was of course interestid in this diipatah because it
might be possible for his submarines to be so intirposei as to provide
reconnai~sance or attack.

(6) Shortly after this, and clearly in reply to his Instructions
to ber to proceed t, ?rewntle, he received a secoond dispatch frw the
BUMBEL wherein, after stating that she uas out of torpedoes and short of
fuel, she rsAested fuel at Saipan. He now envisagad a solution to his
problem relating to the SALMON. He would direct the BARBEL to (a) rendezvous
with the SALMON, (t) remove the il officer and (c) return to Saipan, He
therefore issued inttructio•s to this effect to both submarines and gave them
a rernezvous position in Latitude 2kO - O001, Longitude 1300 - O0tE.*
While his reasons for not establishing the rendesvous farther to the westward
to enable th• SALMON to return to station earlier are not known, it seems
probable that his primary reason was his feeling that any considerable move-
ment to the westward might reduce the fuel on board the BARBEL to an un-
acceptable minimum. (There submarines were directed to terminate their
patrols prior to the time specified when the fuel remaining was reduced to an
amoumt wnich permitted their return to Midway or Johnston Island at an
sooncaical speed with ten per cent of their capacity remaining as a reserve,
or when they had insufficient torpedoes remaining to conduct a successful
attack) ,**

(7) Having issued the above instructions to the BARBEL, he then at
1133 notified CT? 71 that (&) the COBIA would pass to CTF 71 at 1800 October
21St in vicinity Latitude 18 - 30%N, Longitude 1180 - OO1E, (b) (1) the
ALRS would proceed to Saipan for fuel and any vital repairs thence would
proceed to Fremantle for which voyage he requested patrol instructions, and
(2) he believed the BARB&. should be capable of approximately ten days patrol
e , route ,*NN I-

(8) At 1153 he advised all camandrs interested that his submarines
(a) sestbyuLnd were (1) ASPRO in Latitude 200 - 301N, Longitude 1710 - OO'E,
(2) WHALE and SEAHORSE in Latitude 220 - OO'N, Longitude 1400 - OO'E, (3)
SAILFISH and PAR(,HE in Latitude 190 - 30'N, Longitude 1360 - Oc'Ej (b)
southeastbound, the TREPANG in Latitude 19• - 30'1N, Longitude 1701 - OOE,
(c) westbound were (1) BLACXFIN in Luzon Strait, (2) HADDOCK, HALIBUT and
TUNA in Saipan.**** (Note: Of the above submarines, only the WHALE,

SC@43RDrLT Dispatch 1.91329 October 19" to CTF 36, and all TGC's of
TF 38, info COCINCH, CC4SOMESPAC, CINCPAC, etc.

SWar Patrol Report BAR&41, Report of 2ND War Patrol, Serial 040,
October 24th, 1944; also CTF 17 Diupatch 191822 October 1944 to all
submarines, info CINCPAC.

** CTY 17 Operation Plan No. 1-43, June 24th; 1943, Annex B, Paragraph 2.
SCTF 17 Dispatch 200233 October 1944 to CTF 71.
"***CTF 17 Dispatch 200253 October 1944 to all comnands interested in

friendly submarines.
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SEABORSE, SAILFM, PAR=I and FAACKIN are shown on the diagrams. It is
to be noted on Diagram B that the position given for the PARCHE and SAILFISH
is about 500 miles too far to the eastward).

(9) At 1834 he notified the wolf pack commander of the submarines off
Bw0go Suido that the GABILAN had acknowledged his (CTe17's) orders detaching
her from the wolf pack and ordering her to patrol Area SIX.* (Actually she
had been ordered to Area SIX to guard the approaches to Fii Suido).t* This
dispatch ws of course designed to inform the wolf pack comwnder that the
GABILAN (a) was no longer within the approaches to Bungo Suido or even in
Area SEVEN and (b) was no longer under his (wolf pack comuander's) orders.

(10) At 1841 he directed the COBIA which was to proceed to Fremantle
to (a) discontinue her CONVOY COLLEGE patrol in sufficient time to reach
Latitude 180 - 30'N, Longitude 118o - OO'E at 1800 the next day, at which
time she would pass to the Op-control of CTF 71, (b) proceed south along
Longitude 1180 - 001' thence via Mindoro Strait, Sibutu Passage, Makassar
Strait, and Lombok Strait and then through certain designated points and
(c) as safety measures against possible enemy submarines, employ wide dis-
cretion in choice of routes between Latitudes 180 - OO'S and 300 - OOS and
east of Longitude 1100 - O0'E. Also in this dispatch he advised the BARBEL
to note the above as she would likely be assigned the same routing.**

(11) Sometime in the early evening he received a dispatch from CTF 71
to the effect that (a) in position Latitude 180 - 30'N, Longitude 1200 - OO%
the BONEFISH would shift to his Op-control at 0900 the following day, and the
COD at 2100 October 26th and (b) these two submarines had both been instruct-
ed as to his (CTF 17's) desires that in order to insure safe passage through
surface forces they remain west of Longitude 1220 - 00'E until onward routing
had been rsceived.*a-

(12) At 2000 he received a dispatch from CTG 17.7 (COCSUBRON TEN and
Commander Submarine Advance Base)***** who, in the SPERRY, had arrived at
Guam at 1118 this day,W***** informing the Joint Army Navy Commiunication
Center there that (a) the HADDOCK, hALIBUT and TUNA escorted by P() 9 would
depart Saipan at 1430 the following afternoon at SOA thirteen knots, and (b)
this coordinated attack group (wolf pack) would arrive in Latitude 180 - 30'N,
Longitude 1400 - O'E, at 2100 October 22nd.******- Although not stated in

* CTF 17 Dispatch 2D0934 October 1944 to Wolf Pack Cowunder in
BE.SUGO.

�CTF 17 Dispatch 191007 October 1944 to all submarines (GABILAN,
info SESUGO).
CTF 17 Dispatch 200941 October 1944 to COBIA, info ANOOK, BARBEL.
CTF 71 Dispatch 200751 October 1944 to CTF 17.

S- Captain George L. Russell, USN.
***~**- War Diary CC'UUBRON 10, October 20th, 1944.

: ****--* CTG 17.7 Dispatch 200719 October 1944 to CINCPAC ; GA13RJ)FlT, CTF 17,
all TFC's 3RDFLT, CTG 30.5.
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this dispatch this wolf paeck was scheduled to operate ir CONVOY COUA5p
whero it was to arrive October 24th.*

(13) It "se probable that at about midght be received (a) a
dispatch from the SPOOK requesting an extrusion of his patrol to November
lOti,ue (b) a dispatch from the PARCHE reporting the present position and
future amments of the PARCUK and SAILFISH and rendeavous for entering
Saipan on October 24th,,** and (c) a dispatch from CTF 71 (quoted In full
under "Operations of CTF 71, October 20th") giving the patrol Jistructions
for the DAM= upon her reporting to CTF 71, after her visit to SaipanaoumiH

some the abovwe he could see that the day's operations had been
very unfrnitftl both in recomuuisence and in attacks. While his reactions
thereto are not known it seems likely that, inmofar as the reconnaissance
use oonmreud., he considered that this was to have been expected since on
the previous two daye, feeling that the enemy ws retiring, he had disposed
his submarines in general in antishipping stations, which stations they
continued to occupy on this day.

As midnight approached, and with it the hour for the rotation of
his submarines in CONVOY COLLEE and NARW KO1GUZ-the rotating patrol plan
called for the sutmarines to rotate in clockwise direction 0001 October
2lst****-he knew that, by that hour, his submarines would have rotated
patrol areas as follows (Plate XIX)-

(3) CONVOY C zz.

SAWFISH, ICL'ISH, DRUM from DETECT to DELETE.

SHARK, HLA(FISH, SRADRAGON from DESTROY to DETECT.

SNOOK, COBIA from DELETE to DESTROY.
i (2) XW MORGU.

SKATE from ABLAZE to AMUCT.

SAURY fro ABDOCT to ABOLISH.

BURRFISH from ABOLISH to ABRIDGE.

* CT? 17 Operation Order No. 343-44, Serial 00--W-, October 7th, 1944
to Coordinated Attack Group Comeander (HiADDOa, HALIBUT, TUNA).

* War Patrol Report SNOOK, Report of 7TH War Patrol, Serial 053,
November L8th, 1944.

*** PARCHE Dispatch )0122S October 1944 to C7F 17, CMG 17.7.
**** CTF 71 Dispatch 201137 October 1944 to CTG 17, info CCM3RDFLT,

CTF 72, CINCPAC.
**5** Submarine Operational History World War II by C'wmaMier Submarine

Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet, Volme 1, Pages 74 and 87.
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STIRLET from ABREDGE to ABUSE.

SU DOG from ABUSE to ABNMDON.

This would leave Area ABLAZE vacant.

(a) CONVOY CCKL.u

It will be recalled (from Voluae II)* that (a) on October 18th
all sulbmrines of CONVOY COLLEM had been directed to (1) discontinue their
special dispositions-they had been patrolling small rectangles in a north
and south line across Luson Strait between Formosa and Luson, (2) resume
normal rotating patrols, and (3) remain to the westward of Longitude
1230 - OOPE,** (b) as a result of this order, the submarines had departed
their rectangles and had headed for their now stations where most of them
had arrived by the beginning of this day.

By early morning the submarines of CONVOY COLLEGE received a
dispatch from CTF 17 (a) reporting a contact evaluated and forwarded by
COKNAVGRPCHINA on one carrier (CV), tw) cruisers (type not given) and three
destroyers in Latitude 180 - 40'N, Longitude 1120 - 111E, on course 3300(T),
speed twenty-five, and (b) directing them to "smack tbem".•** This contact,
which %as made by a plane of the FOURTEENTH Air Force, is discussed under
"Operations of C.G. FOURTEENTH Air Force, October 19th, 1944" in Volume II.

The CONVOY COLLEGE submarines at this time consisted of (a) two
principal coordinated attack groups (wolf packs) (1) the SAWFISH (F), ICE-
FISH, DRuk, (2) SHARK (F), BLACKFISH, SEADRAGON, and (b) a reduced wolf pack
consisting of the SNOOK and COBIA. The remaining .wo C(OVOY COLLEGE
sublarines PARCHE and SAILFISH, which had commenced retiring from the area
on the evening of October 18th, continued to do so.

The above submarines operated af- follows:

(1) SAWFISH, ICEFISH, DRLJM.****

These submarines (Diagram B), having arrived on their normal
stations, were now patrolling Area DETECT. They operated on the surface
during darkness and submerged during daylight. However, since the3e three
submarines had been operating independentl1y, the coordinated attack group

* Volume II, Battle for Leyte Gulf (MarPers 92194), Naval War College,
1955, Chapter III (B)(2).
CTF 17 Dispatch 181003 October 1944 to all submarines iii C(iVOY
COLEGE and KAJU MO11GUE.

***• CTF 17 Dispatch 190701 October 1944 to CONVOY COLLEGE.
*W** War Patrol Report SAWFISH, Report of 8TH War Patrol, Serial 88-"4,

November 8th, 19"; also War Patrol Report ICi F6SH, Report of 1ST War
Patrol, Serial 011, November 13th, 1944; also War Patrol Report MilUM,
Report of ll'rm War Patrol, Serial 056, no date, but likely early

November 1944.
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(wolf pack) camander in the SAWFISH had been endeavoring to contact the
ICEMISH and DRUM to issue his new patrol schedule for Area DETECT. He had
succeeded in contacting the ICEFISH on the previous evening, at which time he
had received a request from tim Comaanding Officer ICEFISH for permission to
remain on patrol beyond his scheduled departure date (October 26th) providing
no contacts of consequence had been encountered before that time.

After departing the ICEFISH, he had commenced closing the
DRUM. He contacted her at 0105, at which time he received a request from
the Counanding Officer DRUM similar to that received from the ICEFISH.

He then issued patrol instructions covering area DETECT,
westward from Luzon Strait, after which he headed for his patrol station
where he arrived presently.

Since, based on the CONVOY CCLLEGE rotating patrol curriculum,
these three submarines were to rotate their patrol stations thiv night and
were to enter their new patrol areas at midnight* all of them, (Diagram B)
headed on southerly courses as necessary to arrive at midnight. As stated
in Volume I the purpose of this rotation was to vary the intensity of action
experienced by the submarines, to equalize their attack opportunities and
to vary the intensity of enemy air coverage and othee. antisubmarine
activities.

Although the DRUM encountered patrolling aircraft, no
contacts of importance were made by any of the submarines of this wolf pack.

(2) SHARK, BLACKFISH, SEADRAGON.

These three submarines belonged in Area DESTROY. Since they
had proceeded very slowly indeed from their special rectangular disposition
in Luzon Strait, it seems likely that only the iLA(FISH had succeeded in
reaching the above area.** The facts are not entirely clear regarding the
SHARK since that submarine, with all of her records, was lost on October
24th. It seems probable therefore that, on occasions, the tracks and the
positions of the SHARK, which, in general, are assumed, may be somewhat in
error. However, since they are based on the best available information,
which includes reports from the other two subaarines as well as the special
report of the Commanding Officer WLACKFISH, who, with the loss of the SHARK,
had become the wolf pack commander, they should not be greatly in error.

Soon after the commencement of the day, the LAIMUK and the
SKADRAGON moved into Area DESTROY so that during the entire day the entire
wolf pack was on station. Since the volf pack was scheduled totve into

3Subhmarine Optrational History World War II, Commander Submarine Force,
U.S. Pacific Fleet, Volume I, Page 74.

t-* War Patrol Report HLACKFISH, Report of' 9TH War fPatrol, .Serial 001,
November (n) 1944; also War Patrol Report SKADiRAGON, Report of IITH
War Patrol, Serial 194, November 8th, 1944.
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Area DETECT imdiately after midnight and wa• then to commence operating
in that area, the wolf pack commander appears to have directed them to move
as shown on Diagram B.

During daylight these submarines operated submerged and dur-

ing darkness they operated on the surface.* They made no contacts.

(3) SNOOK ard COBIA.**

The units of this reduced wolf pack were patrolling indepen-
dently in Area DELETE and were working their way westward in order to be In
a position to change their patrol station to Area DESTROY at midnight.

The COBIA submerged at 0818 on the Takao - Manila trade
routs. At 1035 she surfaced and headed toward trie northwest end of her pat-
rol area. She submerged again at 1541 and at 1851 surfaced for the night.

Sometime after surfacing she received (a) orders from CTF 17
to discontinue CONVOY C(LLEGE patrol at such time as to reach Latitude
18C - 30'N, Longitude U80 - O0WE, at 1800 on October 21st (the following
day) at which time she was to pass to operational control of CTF 71; routing
instructions to Fremantle were included,,*** and (b) a contact report of a
convoy due to pass north of Pratas Reef (report not available to this analy-
sis). She promptly set course to intercept the convoy. During the day she
maide no contacts.**

The SNOOK patrolled uneventfully on the surface during
darkness and submerged during daylight. At 2100, since (a) her patrol was
to expire at dark on the following day, (b) her patrol had been unfruitful,
and (c) she had all of her torpedoes and adequate fuel, she sent a message
to CTF 17 requesting an extension of patrol until November 10th.

(4) PARCHE and SAILFISH.

These sutmarines were proceeding to Saipan in company, re-
msining on the surface both during darkness and daylight except as forced to
submerge by patrolling aircraft.**** They made no contacts of importance.

At 2126 the Commianding Officer PARCHE sent a dispatch to
CrF 17 (a) reporting that the PARCHE and SAILFISH, in Latitude 210 - O03N,
Longitude 1260 - O01E, would enter the Saipr•' western safety lane at 0300,
October 23rd, (b) requesting a rendezvous presiuably with the escort for
entering Saipan for 000 October 24th, aml (c) forwarding the nAmes of the

* • Deck Logs SEADRAGON &nd MLACKFISH, October 20th, 1941.
#-* War Patrol Report GOBIA, Report of 2ND War Patrol, Serial 035,

November 5th, 1944; also War Patrol Report SNOCK, Report of 7TH War
Patrol, Serial 053, November 18th, 1944.
CTF 17 Dispatch 200941• October 19"A to COBIA, Irnfo 3NO(]K, lARBEI..I ~t*4Deck Logs PAhRCHE and SAILFISH, October A)th, 1.944.
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flyers-seven officers and five airmz,--recovered, all of whom were from
the WASP, £333, and M URIS*.*

Since thse . subain.es took no further part in KING II
operations, they will be dropped from further discussion, but will be
plotted on the Diagrams to indicate their relative locations.

(5) HLACIFINi.

The BACKFIN, on westerly courses at 0000, was about eighty
miles from the eastern boundary of CONVOY CCLLZG and was en route toLatitude 180 - 3015, Longitude 1170 - 001E (Are,, D&STP_R.1Y,, where she was
to report to CT? 71 and thence to patrol Area At about 0600 she entered
CONVM C0UZCM. At 1034 she sighted the PARCi She remained on the surface
during daylight as well as darkness, except wh, forced to submerge because
of patrolling aircraft. At 2320 she entered Balintang Channel, having made
no contacts of importance during the day.•* At 2400 she was bearing 3500(T),
distant eighty miles from Cape Engano.

(b) Northwest Coast of Formosa.

(1) TANG.**

This submarine was proceeding at full speed to intercept an
enemy task force reported to be heading north along the Ch -a coast. As
mentioned under "Northwest Coast of Formosa, October 19th" in Volume II, it
is not known of what this enemy task force consisted, but it is believed that
it was likely a local convoy.**** What it actually was will probably never
be known because the TANG was lost a few days after this.*****

The source of the above contact report is not known. It is
possible that the Comanding Officer TANG kntercepted the contact report on
a carrier task force off Hainan which CTF 17, at 3601 on the previous day,
had sent to his milaarinea in CONVOY COL1kZE.****-* He may then have decided
that, since he had had poor hunting off Kiirun and station keeping there had
been difficult, he could do no wiorse than move once again into Formosa Strait
where he might be fortunate enough to encounter this task force should it
change course to that area.

PARCHE Dispatc- W1226 October 194 to CTF 17, CTG 17.7.SWar Patrol Report biýCQFIN, Report of IST War Patrol, Serial 021,
December 4th, 1944.

*S* War Patrol Report T'ANG, Report of 5TH War Patrol, No Serial,
September 25th, 1945.
Volume II, Battle for Leyte Gulf (NavPers 92194), Naval War College,

1955, (B)(2)(b).
16119 War Patrol Report. TANG, prepared from memory about one year later

by the Commanding Officer TANG, who had been a prisoner of the
Japanese until the termination of the war. The track!! shown

(Diagram 1) are merely evaluations based on the War Patrol Report,
*i****- C7F 17 Dispait'ch 190701 October 1944 to CuNVOY COLLrGh.I: 1..9 L
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His action in so doing seems sound and was in accordance
with his instructions from CT? 17, which directed that (a) he was to
operate in area i1C, and (b) was to join the coordinated attack group there
(SILV•SRIDBS, THi.LGER, SALMON) if he so desired, or whon directed to do so
by dispatch.* He had not desired to do to but, instead, had chose to
operate independently.

At 0400 he mado a radar contact on an enemy force which was

mAking very erratic zigzags and was heading south instead of north (Diagram
B). He estimated this force to consist of one KATORI-Class cruiser and two
destroyers and he tracked it at nineteen knots. He endeavored to close and,
in so doing, may nave entered the Blind Bombing Zone, which embraced Most
of Formosa Strait. However, before he could gain an attack position, he
was illuminated by an eneMy searchlight, was forced to submerge, and broke
off the attack. To his surprise, he was not attacked by tha destroyers,

° kWhat the above Japanese force actually was and where it was going is not
known since no Japanese records available to thiu study mention the above
contact.

As dawn was breaking he now retired to the northward clear
of the strait for a rest, and to effect repairs, particularly to radar.

(c) Northeast Coast of Formosa.

The throe submarines in Area 11C were a coordinated attack group
(wolf pack) of three submarines, the SILVERSIDUS (F), TRIGGER and SALMON.
However, only the first two of these submarines were on station as the SAIMON
on the previous evening had departed the immediate operating area and had
iseaded eastward to report, among other things, the illness of an officer.**

(1) The SIULbR•.!DhS and TRIGGER were presently operating off
Kiirun (Keelung) Harbor, northern Formosa, where they hoped to encounter
the task force (Japanese SECOND SLriking Force) which had been reported
on the previous evening to the wolf pack commander in the SILVaSID&S by
the TRIGGER as headed for that harbor. As pointed out in Volume II under
"Northeast Coast of Formosa, October 19th", this was an idle patrol as the
SECOND Striking Force uas heading for Mako rather than Kiiruno** At 1025
the SILV/kRSIDES sighted a mine and cleared the area to the eastward. The
coiumuanding officer prompLly notified the TRIGGEA by sound gear***• and the
THIGGLR likewise cleared the area to the eastward.t*I** Both of thene

* CTF 17 Operation Order No. 3-24 , September 24th, 1944 to TANG.
War Patrol Report SALMON. Fepofrt of T11H War Patrol, Serial 0-16,
November 10th, 1944.

* Volume II, Battle for Leyte Gulf (NevPers 92194), Naval War College.,
195$, Chapter V(B)(2)(c).

*e** War Pacrol Report S1LVMSRiD0&, Report. of 11TH War Patrol, Serial 045,
November 23rd, 1944.
War Patrol Report TRICCER, Report of 10TH War Patrol, Serial 033,
November 3rd, 194,.
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submarines contacted numerous planes but otherwise their patrols were

uneventful.

At 1915 the wolf pack eonzander directed the TRIGGER to
patrol the approach to Kiirun south of Latitude 25° - 15'N on the following
day.* Since the SILVeRSIDES remained in the vicinity of Kiirun the next day
also, it seems likely that the wolf pack commander advised the TRIGGER to
this effect.

(2) Meanwhile, the SA:MON continued to the eastward at fifteen
knots. At 0608 she received a dispatch from CTF 17 assigning her a
rendezvons for the next day with the BARBM1** In Latitude 24 - O0'N,
Longitude 1300 - O0'E.*** She continued on toward this rendezvons. However,
at 2020 she received the BARBEL' s ETA as 083C the following day. Since she
-as well advanced along her courre, she slowed to eight knots.

Her movement to the east-ward was uneventf-al.** At 2400 the
SALMON was bearing 2650 (T), distant sixty miles from the designated
rendezvous.

(3) The WHALE and iAHORSE, which were retiring from the area
and were en route to Midway Island, proceeded independently. They operated
on thoR urface both during darkness and daylight.**** Their operations on
this day were uneventful, the orly contacts being on patrolling air-craft,

- both friendly and unidentified.'Ht**

Since these submarines took no furthkvr part in KING .I
operations, they will be dropped from further discussion, but will be
plotted on the diagrams to in'dicate their relative locations.

(d) MARU MORGUE.

The five submarines in the MARU MORGUi operated as; f-Ulow.,s:
The SKATE in south central portion of Area ABLAZE; the &;U2• in Area AIdi)ýJT
at -. mean distance of about thirty miles to the northeast of the northern
tip of Okinawa; the BUR.FYISH in the northern portion of Area ABOLISH; thet
STrRL&T in A-a ABRIDGE operating to the westward of the souithern tip of
Amami 0 Sh.lmm- .nd the SEA DOG operating in the northeastern portion of Area
ABUSE. No submarine was in Area ABANDON on this day beczuse the fiARUL*,
which had operated in this area, was retiring to the eastward toward Midway
and no relief had been provideo.

SWar atroi Report :ILLVERSI[.ES, Report of 1lTh War Patrol, Serial 04S,
November 2:3rd, ?4,4.

, War PaL,,ýLI Report SALhON RenorL of 111'H War Patrol, 6er-ial 0-16,
Noveiabor 10th, 1944.

* War Patrol Report )3AlItBU, Uoeport of 2ND War Patrn.l, Serial 040,

October 24th, 194".
• Deck Lo% WHAI,{A a, -1 S6AH(46E, (>,-tober A0th, 1744.

S***• Wa:' Patrxol ieport WiL,, Report of 11111i War Patrol, ;SLal 217,
SOc%.ohe" 3-Oth, 1944; a'o War Platri] Rt,.ort LEAi(10i.1C, Kt-porit L2 tt± War
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These submarines, with the exception of the BARELM, were
carrying out normal rotating patrols operating on the surface during dark-
nness and submerged during daylight.* As they were expected to rotate clock-
wise into the neighboring area at midnight, they advanced to close the
border between the areas by that hour. It will be noted that, owing to the
limited number of submarines assigned to the MARU MORGUE and to the freedom
of action accorded to each submarine in its own area, the MARU MRGMUE was
necessarily loosely patrolled.

Of the above submarines the only one which encotntsred any
surface target was the STiOM. This submarine, at 2205 contacted a small
1,000 ton ship whicb she endeavored to destroy by firing at her, at 2236,
tbres torpedoes, all of which missed. She iamediately endeavored to make a
second and more productive approach but since the target had succeeded in
getting on the other side Gf Tokuna Shim&, she was forced to break off the
chase.,* The STEELET also made contacts on enemy aircraft.**

With regard to the BARBEL, this submarine at 0030 received
orders from CTF 17 to proceed to Fremantle for refit.N** Upon receipt of
this dispatch t e comanding officer immediately informed CTF 17 that he
was out of torpedoes, had a shortage of fuel,**4E and requested fuel at
Saipayi.*** To his surprise, instead of receiving orders ,to proceed directly
to Saipan, he received at 05.30 orders to rendezvous with the SALMON in
Latitude 240 - 0O1N, Longitude 1300 - OOiE, to pick up a patient from that
submarine, and then to proceed to Saipan.***

Therefore at 0620 he proceeded toward the rendezvous on the
surface. At 2000 he advised the SALMON by dispatch, over the strea frequency,
that his MTA at the rendezvous would be 0830 the following morning.,"*

About this time he received, as an information addressee, aSAot hs ie ereevea a nfrato adesedispatch from CTF 17 to the COBIA wherein the COBIA received orders regard-
ing her transfer to CTF 71 and the routing to be followed en ro)ute to
Fremantle. In this dispatch the BARBEL was directed to note the routing

as she would probably be assigned such routing after fueling at Saipan.**

Except for this, the I/AR2JL' s operations this day was
uneventful.

Dock Logs SKATE, SAUIY, BURRFIS3, STkRL!r and SEA DWG, October I
X•th, 1944.

"War Patrol Report SThFRLT, Rerport of 2ND War Patrol, Serial 0120,
November 3Oth, 1944.

S** War Patrol. Report bARBEL, Report of 2ND War Patrol, Serial 040,
October 24th, 1944.

•" CTF 17 Dispatch 200233 OctciLtr 19)44 to CTF 71, info 0INCPAC, CTF 72,
C?7THP'LT.
Gcr? 17 Dispatch 2(X)941 October 1944 to COBIA, info SN(XK, BARBEL.
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The BITJFISH, which (a) was to relieve the SKMTE at sunset on
the following day in Area ABDUCT was standing by in Latitude 290 - 30N,
Longitude 1320 - O0'E, where she had arrived at 1130 the previous morning.
Since that tiwi she had been patrolling in this vicinity to await sunset of
the following day when she was to enter Area ABDUCT. She remained on the
surface during both daylight and darkness except for some hours during the
forenoon when she submerged to do some overhaul work on her main motor
brushes.*

She continued her patrol in this vicinity until 2300 when she
headed on course 1800(T), speed about ten knots for Area ABDUCT.**

(e) Nagasaki - Sasebo.

It will be recalled that the ESCOLAR (F), PERCH and CROAKER,
which had been assigned to Areas NINE and TWELVE (Plate XIX) and which had
been operating as a coordinated attack group (wolf park) in those areas, had,
upon receiving orders on the evening of October 17th from CTF 17 to patrol
the waters off Nagasaki, departed those areas ard had, upon orders of the
wolf pack commander, endeavored to block the passage bj'.ween Fukie Shima and
Kyushu employing only the FMCH and CROAKER while the ESCOLAR operated in the
eastern channel between Shimono Shim& and Uku Shima.*,* Meanwhile, entirely
unknown to the commanding officers of these two submarines, tile ESCOLAI had
been lost, apparently on the night of October 17th-18th.

The PERCH and t.ie COAKE' R had remained on these new stations
during October 18th and 19th and then, on the evening of October 19th having
received word from CTF 17 that their services were no longer requiied in that
area,**** the Conmandirdg Officer PERCH had headed for the vicinity of Danjo
Gunto,*I*** and the Coimmanding Officer CROAKER for the west coast of
Korea.****** Both were seeking more fruitful targets especially in merchant
shipping, and in so doing, both were within their basic operating areas
(WNIN and TWELVE).

These new stations were so apart-about 270 miles-that the
wo)f pack feature; i.e., the ability to make a coordinated attack, which had
beeo seriously weakened when the wolf pack commander in the ESCOLAR had
decided to operate in the easteni channel above referred to, now became
completely ineffective.

--- •' W War]S~troi ý 'u-•BLFTSH, Report- of 6TH War ParoW ral0,-

November 27th, 19"4.
S** Deck Log BILLFISH, October 20th, 1944.

Volume II, Battle f(cr Leyte Gulf (NavPers 92194), Naval War College,
1955, Chapter I (B)(2)(e)', Chapter III (b)(2)(e), Chapter V ()2()

**** CThF 17 Dispatch 190941 October 1944 to all submnarines #3, info CINCPAC.
"• War Patrol Report PhJCH, Report of 3RD War Patrol, No Seripl,

November 8th, 1944.
SWar Patrol RePort CROAKIER, Report of 2ND War Patrol, Seriat 027,

November 10th, 1944.
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It is not understood by what authority these ecmeanding
officers departed their stations in the passage between Fukae Shims and
Kyushu since they (a) were units of a wolf pack commuanded by the Commanding
Officer ESCOLAR, and (b) had received no orders at this time from the wolf
pack comuander relieving them of that responsibility. Perhaps, the commanding
officers felt that since they had received, as izdormaticn addressees, CTF 17s
dispatch 190943. to their wolf pack commander releasing that cognder (a) from
the requirement of guarding the approaches to Nagasaki and Sasebo, and (b)
authorising him to work areas NINE and TWELVE at his discretion,* no special
authority was required and this was the correct action for then to take. This
idea is implied in the War Patrol Report CROAKER where the Comanding Officer
CROAKER stated, "Having )ceived word that our services were no longer re-
quired off Nagasaki, we headed for the west coast of Korea and sent a dis-
patch to ESCOLAR and PERCH informing them of our intentions. Received a
prompt receipt from PERCH, but no word from ESCOLAR on two attempts. Before
leaving port, ESCOLAR stated he did not intend to go into the Yellow Sea
because of his smaller fuel capacity. Therefore, we felt safe in assuming
that since the PERCH knew of our plan we would rot encroach or be encroached
,npon by other boats".**

BUT WOULD 11T NOT HAVE BEEN MORE CORRECT HAD THE COMANDING
OFFICER CROAKER, WHO WAS SECOND IN COMANK TO THE COMMANDING OFFICER ESCOLAR
AND CERTAINLY WAS THE SENIOR IN THE FUKAE SHIWA - KYUSHU AREA, ON FAILING TO
CONTACT THE ESCOLAR, ASSUMED COMMAND OF THE REDUCED WOLF PACK AND ADVISED
CTF 17 TO THIS EFFECT? AS WILL BE SHOWN IN A SUCCEEDING VOLUME, THIS WAS
THE PROCEDURE ADOPTFJ) BY THEE XCMKAN1JING OFFICER BIACKFISH ON OCTOBER 24TH,
WHEN HE WAS UNABLE TO CONTACT THE SHARK, WHOSE CM4MANDING OFFICER WAS THE
WOLF PACK CORKtANDEa.*

Both the PERCH and the CROAKER patrolled submerged during
daylight and on the surface during darkness.**** Their patrol was uneventful,
excepting that the CROAKER sighted a properly marked enemy hospital ship.

By midnight the (a) PERCH was bearing 0350 (T), distant forty
miles from Danjo Gunto and was therefore on station on the Stianghai -
Nagasaki convoy route which was her reason for selecting this area,*****
whereas (b) CROAKER was in the vicinity of Cheju Do and was tiwrefore far
from the west coast of Korea-she still had about 225 miles to go.

* CTF 17 Dispatch 190941 October 1944 to all submarines, info CINCPAC.
War Patrol Report CROAKER, Report oI 2ND War Patrol, 3erial 027,
November 10th, 1944.

** Report of Coordinated Patrol of TG 17.11 (SHARK, BLACKFISH, SEADRACON),
Serinl 002, No Date, but probably November 19", Enclosure C.

S* Deck Logs PERCH and CROAKER, October 20th, 1944.
• War Patrol Report PERCH, Report of 3RU War Patrol, No Serial,

4ovu;_1 er 8tb, 19144.
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(f) HIT PARADE.

(1) The Approaches to Bungo Suido and K!i Suido.
It Will be recalled from Volumes I and II that the

coordinated attack group (wolf' pack) cb c istin of the aESUGO, RONQIh and
GABILoN (a) tad been ordered by CTF 17 co take station in the approaches to
BuAno Suido in Area rEVEN with orders "to tonduct your patrol in such manner
B3 to predent the undetected sorde o odct forces through Bu ano

Suidoe* (b) had been so stationed by the wolf pack commander across the
entrance of Bwigo Suido commencing with October 12th when all three submarines
were first on station,** (c) had then on October 18th, also by the wolf pack
ckwmander3 been removed from their initial stations across Bungo Suido and had
been positioned with the BESUGO and RONQUIL along the east coast of Kyushu
(vest of Longitude 1320 - 100E) with the BESUGO north of and the HONQUIL south
of Latitude 320 - O0'M, and the GABILAN in the vicinity of Okino Shima, which
caused a wide separation between the BESUGO and RONQUIL on the one hand and
the GABILAN on the other.*** (This had been done because the wolf pack
coander having formed the opinion that the enemy was returning (to the
Inland Sea) had decided that his primary objective--the prevention of the
undetected sortie of enemy task forces through Bungo Suido-no longer obtain-
ed, and had replaced it with a destruction objective),m*** and (d) had been
separated even farther when, on October 19th, CTF 17 had detached the GABILAN
from the wolf pack and had ordered her to guard the approache3 to Kii
Suido.****

As a consequence of the above, at the beginning of thii
day (0000, October 20th) the reduced wolf pack (BESUGO and HOMQUIL) was on
station along the eastern coast of Kyushu and the GABILAN was en route to her
new station off Kii Suido, with the average distance between them of about
seventy-five miles and rapidly increasing as the GABIIAN closed Kii Suido.

The submarines will be discussed in the two units
indicated above.

(a) BESUGO and RONQUIL.

These two submarines remained in their assigned
stations patrolling on the surface during darkness and submerged during day-
light. Although they composed a reduced wolf pack, they operated rather
freely in their assigned areas.

* CTF 17 Opbz-ation Order No. 328-44, Serial 00847, Septemher 25th,
1944, to TG 17.17 (HESUGO, RONQUIL, GABILAN).

** Volume I, Battle for Leyte Gulf (NavPers 91973), Naval War College,
1953, Chapter II (e)(3)(b)(2).

SVolume II, Battle for Leyte Gulf (NavPers 92194), Naval War College,
1955, Chapter III (B)(2)(f)(1).

*N-* BE&SLUO Dispatch 181424 October 1944 to CTF 17.
* CTF 17 Dispatch 191007 October 1944 to all submarines (GABIIAN), infoI 1UGO.
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The BESUGOP which was operating north of Latitude
320 - OO6N along the 100-fathom curve, except for contacting twenty-one
planes and having a sound contact (which the thought was the ROtQUIL),
experienced an uneventful patrol.* This undoubtedly disappointed the command-
ing officer (wolf pack comnder) because (a) feeling that the enemy ws
retiriaig, he had notified CTF 17 to this effect and had stationed the sub-
marines accordingly, and (b) since his operation order stated that an import-
ant amount of enemy shipping, to and from Japanese Empire ports, passed close
to the beach along the east and SE coast of Kyushu, Shikoku and Honshu, he
had reason to expect some success against both combatant and merchant
shipping.** At 1920 he surfaced, and during the evening likely received
CT? 17'a dispatch wherein that comwander advised him that the "GABILAN has
acknowledged her orders to leave your pack and patrol Area SIX".***

The RONQUIL, which mws operating south of Latitude
320 - OO'N, along the 100-fathom curve, except for encountering (a) numerous
enemy planes, all on southerly courses, and (b) land haze which made piloting
difficult, also had an uneventful patrol. At 1930 she surfaced and exchanged
calls on her radar with the BESUGO.****

During the early evening, as stated above under RESUGO,
the wolf pack consander (if he had not already learned it) now knew that the
GABILAN had departed and that with her departure the eastern approaches to
Bungo Suido were entirely open. Whether or not he considered the advitability
of sending the RONQUIL to replace the GABILAN is not known, but this seems
unlikely since he knew that CTF 17, in moving the GABILAN, was aware of the
fact that the eastern approaches were now open and had issued no instructions
thereon, thereby implying approval of the new disposition.

It was unfortunate that this was so for, at 1735, the
Main Force sortied frcu Bungo Suido, passing close to Okino Shins in the
eastern approaches (Plate XX) and therefore passed close to the area where
the GABILAJ had been operating on the previous day.

Sometime after this, since the HCWQUIU received it, he
likely received the news of the Allied landing at Leyte.

(b) GABILAN.

Du:ing the early morning the GABILAN, operating on the
surface, continued on toward KVi Suido. The comeanding officer had previously

SWar Patrol. Rtport MUGO, Report of IS£ War Patrol, Serial 027,
November 4th, 1944.

* CfF 17 Operation Order 328-", September 25th, Serial 00647 to TG
17.17 (B&WSUo, RONQUIL, GABILAN).

•') CT? 17 Dispatch 200934 October 1944 to Wolf Pack Commander in H&SU•GO.
**• War Patrol Report ROMQUIL, Report of 2%U War Patrol, Serial 038,

November 8th, 1944.
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decided (a) that there were only two places in the approaches to Ki. Suido

which would give him the beat opportunities for destroying shipping; i.e.,•
Ruroto Saki and Ichie Saki* (Note comment in Volume II in disagreement with
this concept),,* and (b) to operate first in the vicinity of Nuroto Saki.
Therefore, at 0422, when in position about twenty miles south of the latter
point, he subaerged and headed slowly to the northward.*

His patrol, except for sighting of one small flont
plane, and some radar difficulties, was uneventful. At 1834 he surfaced and
headed slowly southward.*

(2) The Approaches to Tokyo Bay.

These approaches were being guarded by the GREENLING and
the TAMBOR, Both of these submarines operated on the surface during darknest
and submerged during daylight.*** As shown on Diagram B, the TAMBOR was
operating to the northeastward of Miyake Shim& while the GRMNLING was
operating between Osai Zaki and Kosu Shims.

Except for the sighting during the day (a) by the GREEN-
LING, of one enemy plane and three small sailing fishing boats, and (b) by
the TABMB, of three enemy planes and five patrol vessels in four separate
contacts, neither the TAMB(R nor the GREENLING made any contacts of
importance during the day.****

At 1746 the TAMBOR surfaced and headed for a new patrol
station between Mikura ShiA& and Zeni Su.

WHY, IN CHOOSING A NEW SECTION OF HIS AREA IN WHICH TO
OPERATE, THE COMMANDING OFFICER TAMBOR CHOSE THIS SECTION IS NOT UNDERSTOCO
FOR, AS POINTED OUT IN VOIU4E I,**H** TO ADEQUATELY GUARD THE APPROACHES TO
TOKYO BAY REQUIRED A MINIMUM OF THREE SUBKARINES; I.E., TWO TO THE EASTWARD
OF 0 SHIDA, AND ONE TO THE WESTWARD. CERTAINLY, THE TAMBOR, IN THIS NEW
STATION, WOULD HE EVEN LESS ABLE ADEQUATELY TO GUARD THE EASTERN APPROACHES
TO TOKYO JBAY THAN SHE WAS IN HER PRESENT STATION TO THE NOnTMSTWARD OF
MrYAIE SHIMA. SINCE THE COMMENTS MADE IN VOLUME 1i, HEATING TO THE IN-
ADEQUACY OF THE TAKBOR STATION OFF MIYAKE SHIMA, AS WEJL AS THE GRENLING' S

STATION BETWEEN (MAI ZAKI AND KOZU SHIXA, APPLY EVtEN MORE FORCIBLY TO THE
TAXNBR'S Nu STATION, THEY ARE REPEATED HERE•: "WHY THEY CHOSK THESE POOR

* Wr Patrol Report GABILAN, Report of 3RD War Patrol, Serial 031,
November 13th, 1944.
Volume I1, Battle for Leyte Gulf (NavPers 92194), Naval War College,
1955, Chapter V, (6)(2)(f)(1).

• Deck Logs GRlNLING and TAMBOR, October 20th, 1944.
H** War Patrol Report GH•KLING, Report of 11TH War Patrol, No Serial,

November 23rd, 19414; also War Patrol Report TAMBOR, Report of I2TI4
War Patrol, Sertil()O19, November t+h, 1944.

**4 Volume T, Battle for Ltyta Gulf (N Ters 91973), Naval War College,

19153, Chapter 11 5e()b(?()(.
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STATION IS NOT KNOWN SINCE THEY HAD M ORDerED TO OPEATE IN WATERS 100
FATHONS OR ORSATU AND IF NECESSARY TO PURSE THE ENDT INTO SHALLOW WATER.
TH1Y HAD B FMTHER ORDER, IN THEIR GENAL INSTRUCTIONS, THAT, KNUK THE

W WAS TAKING ADVANTAGE Or THE SHALLOW WATERS CLOSE TO THE COAST, THEIR
PAMS SHOULD TA CONDUCTED CMSE INSHORE AT COASTAL FOCAL POINTS. THE
SWAS OPERATING IN THIS FASHION IN THIS AREA; T , SHOULD NOT TH&
TANDOR HAVE - O ARATING IN THE WATERS EAST OF 0 SHDIA AS DID HER IMEDIATE

, THE SEA DEVIL, AND 3HOULD NOT THE GREELING HAVE BEEN OPERATING
TTH E ADOF0SHINA?"* ~dsatffyfv

SAt 2400 the GRZENING wsa bearing 223 0 (T), distant forty
mile fr( 0 Shmandthe TAC)O ws bearing 1710(T), distant fifty-five
miles frcs 0 Shima,

(C) China - &uva - India Theater, October 20th.

(1) Operations of C.G. FOURTEENTH Air Force.

On this day C.G. FOURTEENTH Air Force, because of adverse weather
and a temporary fuel shortage, curtailed the search operations in support of
KING II.

At 0229 he advisei CMTHIRDFLT, CCMSEVENTHFLT and CCMSOWESPAC via
CONNAVGRPCHINA that his search planes then in the air wers making their
coverage 200 miles short and that the next flight, scheduled for daylight
that day (October 20th), due to a temporary fuel shortage,** had been cancel-
l6d. As a matter of fact, the night search planes in flight at this time had
not been able to proceed even to the outer limit of the reduced coverage
because of bad weather and had turned back about 0000 (Diagram B) to return
to their base at Liuchow, landing there at 0300.*1*

THE CURTAILMENT OF THE FOURTEENTH AIR FORCE SEARCHES CAME AT A MOST
CRITICAL TIME-D-DAY AT LEYTE. THE ALLIED COCtNADERS INVOLVED IN KING II
WERE QUITE ANXIOUS TO OBTAIN FROM THESE SEARCHES FURTHER INOWTION OF THE
TWO kND4Y NAVAL TASK FORM THAT HAD BEEN REPORTED THE DAY BEFORE, VIZ.,
(A) FOUR HEAVY CRUISERS AND FIVE DESTROYERS SIGHTED BY THE TRIGGER AT 1400
OFF WORTHERN YOF2OSA HEADING INTO THE SOUTH CHINA SEA*** AND (B) ONE CARRIEI,
TWO CRUISERS AND TiHiE DiESTTOIERS SIGHTED AT 1405 BY A CHINA-BASED SEARCH

* Volume II, Battle for Leyte Gulf (NavPers 92194), Naval War College,
1955, Chapter 1, (b)(2)(f)(ý").

SC(ONAVGRPCHINA Dispatch 191729 October 1944 to COX3RDFLT, info
COM.SOWEkSPAC, CCM7THFLT, etc.

*-* "AAF Operations from China Bases in Support of the Loyte Campaign",
letter from Histori.cal Division, Air University Library, USAF Air

University, Maxwell AFB, Alab~na., to President, Naval War College,
November 8th, 1950.

N-** TRIGGER Dispatch 190715 October -1944 to C(I)SUBPA.C, info C(I43RDFI.T.
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PLANE 120 MILES SOUTHEAST OF MAIAN ISLAND.* HOWEVER, C.G. FOURTEENTH AIR
RCCE HAD MORE PRESSING PROBLE(S OF HIS OWN FOR, AT THIS VERY TIME, THE

JAPANESE GROUND OFFENSIVE TOWARD SOUTHEAST CHINA WAS GAINING MOMENTUM AND HE
HAD TO DEVOTE WHAT LIMITED FUEL HE HAD TO HIS PRIMARY TASK OF SUPPORTING
ALLIED TROOPS IN CHINA.

Despite the curtailment of the searches for the night of October
l9th/2Oth, the following contacts were made:**

(a) By the plane on the east course-at 0015, five ships (two large)
heading east or west, Latitude 200 - 14'N, Longitude 1110 - 31E;

(b) By thc plane on the west course-at 0124, five large ships heading
east at thirteen knots, Latitude 180 - 421N, Longitude 1130 - 15'E.

Sometime before e00W C.G. FOURTEENTH Air Force received a dispatch
from CINCPOA, quoted in full under "Operations of CO(THIRDFLT, October 20th",
stating, in part, that the FOURTEENTH Air Force searches shculd be maintained
until CCNSOWESPAC deemed them no longer necessary.**

He now re-estimated the situation and decided that he had sufficient
gasoline to continue the searches. Therefore, since the weather had cleared,
he continued the day searches an originally scheduled. What caused him to
change his mind is not known. Perhaps he had received additional gasoline;
perhaps, in view of CINCPOA's request, he had re-allocated his available
gasoline.

During the forenoon he appears to have advised CCMNAVGRPCHINA that
the gasoline difficulties had been overcome and that "full search has been
made and will continue to be made until orders (sic) are received from
CU4SOWESPAC to cease", for at 1256 that commander so advised CJMSOWESPAC.****

The day searches made no contacts of importance.**

The night searches departed their base at about 2000, and, at 2400
each of the two search planes was slightly beyond the middle of the outbouni
leg of its respective sector (Diagram B).

The plane on the west course by midnight had made three contacts as
follows:

CINCPAC Dispatch 19072 e (re-enpherment of COMNAVGRPCHINA 1.90558)
October 191 to CCMXOWE.PAC, CTF 77, C(43RhDFLT, all TFC's a3RD and
7TH Fleets.
1* "AAF Operation3 from China Bases in Support of the Leyte Campiign",

letter from Historical Division, Air University Library, USAF Air

University, Maxwell AFB, Alabam&, to President, Naval War College,

November 8th, 1950.
- CINCPOA Dispatch 191930 October 1944 to Ct#4NAVG(•PCHINA.
*"** C(NVGMPCHINA Dispatch A)0(36 October 194.4 to G(I40WCMFAC, irfo

CINCPOA, CLM3RDFLT.
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(a) At 21.•8, eight ships, Latitude 200 - 4ON, Longitude 111o - 2009.

(b) At 2215, one ship, Latitude .80 - 45%', Longitude 111. - 35,1.

(a) At 2231, ten ships (four or five large), Latitude 180 - 251N,
Longitude 1110 - 319'.

The plane on the east course mado no contact@.

It is evident that neither C.G. FOURTETH Air Force nor C(IWAVGRP-
"CHINA attached such significance to the contacts received on this day since,
except for the 0124 contact, the information was not relayed to CINCPAC,
CCTHIDFLT or CO•4SgVENTHFLT. The 0124 contact, because it was important
information for submarines, was tranzaitted at 0216 and, for sms unknown
reason was given by CCIMAVMCHIMA a contact time of 2250 October 19th*
rather than 0124 October 20th. The above contacts were apparently evaluated
correctly as coastal convoys. Japanese records available to this study do
not indicate that there were anmy enemy naval surface forces in the area at
this time.

In addition to the above, C.G. FOURTEUTH Air Force also reported
that on this day one of his armed snoopers (LAý-24) had located two convoys.,
one of eleven ships and one of six, but, unfortunately, he failed to give
the location possibly because his radar had failed and he had jettisoned
his b•mb*.**

* C(4MAVQRPCIINA Dispatch -117ii October 1944 to CINOPAC, COMSUJPAC.
"* "AAF Operations from China Bases in Support of the Leyte Campaign",

letter fror Historical Division, Air University Library, USAP Air
University, Maxwell AFB, Alabam.A, to Prenident, Naval War College,
November 8th, 1950.
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CHAPTER II - JAPANESE OPFRATIONS. October 20th

(A) Operations of CinC Combined Fleet.

Owing to the continuance of the bad weather which had forced him to stop
at Omura on the evening of October 18th and to remain there throughout
October 19th, CinC Combined Fleet was unable to depart for Hiyoshi through-
out the night of October 19th - 20th. He therefore remained at Omura.

At about 0051 he received Cormander Mobile Force's dispatch to the Mobile
Force wherein that commander directed in detail the employment of the Mobile
Force in the SHO Operation once the SECOND Striking Force had been returned
to the Mobile Force. In this dispatch Commander MobiV- Force stated that the
SECOND Striking Force was to advance to the area east of Luzon Strait, where
it w"s to operate in conjunction with the Main Force in order to divert to
the north enemy task forces from the area east of the Philippines and there-
by contribute to the success of the penetration operation of the FIRST
Striking Force. In furtherance of this thought he directed, in part, that
(a) the Main Force was to advance to the area northeast of the Philippines
by X-1 or X-2 and launch an air attack, (b) the SECOND Striking Force was to
advance to the area east of Luzon Strait by X-2 where it was to divert the
enemy (resorting to radio deception) thereby contributing to the success of
the Main Forcels flank attack from the north, (c) both forces were to enter
into decisive battle with a part of the enemy forces shoui.d a favorable
opportunity arise and (d) CARDIV FOUR., Logcther with DESDIV's FORTY-ONE and
SIXTY-ONE, was to be assigned to the SECOND Striking Force to conduct a
decisive engagement with enemy surface forces.*

Since this dispatch (a) conformed in general to the SHO Plan, and (b)
provided not only a lure (by the SECOND Striking Force) but. also an air
strike (by the Main Force) which was more than had been visualized by CofS
Combined Fleet on October 18th, it seems likely that he was satisfied with
it.

During the early morning he seriously considered the v-ies of the CofS
S Area Force concerning the employment of CRUDIV TENTY-ONE and DESRON ONE
which had been forwarded by dispatch Just before midnight. In this dispatch
the CofS SW Area Force had stated that, since (a) there were only limited
army forces to be mvoved at this time and (b) these could be readily handled
by other forces (CRUDIV ;IXTKEN and two transnprts, screened by two de-
stroyers as a direct screen), he had no objection to the employment of CGHUDIV
r0MrY-4)NE and I)R-ý%:ON ()NE, less the above two destroyers, in support of the
P'LAST Striking Force or the Main Force.**

* (og~ier Mobil, e Force Dispatch 200021 October 1944 to Mobile Force
(Mobile Force DesOpOrd No. 62), Detailed Action Report Main Force, SH1
No. I Operation, October 20th - 2nth, 1944, WW)C Document 1610W5, NA
117"4.

• CofS S Area Force Dipatich 192230 October 194.4 to CinC Combined Fleet,
Detailed Action Report. CiUIIIV 16, SHO OUlrnktion, October 17th - 27th,
I944, WD)C DFxunent 161005, NA 11744.
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Since he (a) was apparently still hopeful that the army would decide to
defend Leyte with maximum ground forces despite the disagreements of the
previous evening, (b) did not desire to remove the SECOND Striking Force
from counterlanding operations until the matter had been finally settled,
and (c) sensed from the above dispatch a reluctance to employ the entire
SECOVD Striking Force in such counterlanding operations, he decided that it
would be well to put an end to the indecision in this matter at least for
the present and therefore advised Commander SW Area Force in substance as
follows: "Commander SW Area Force, after consultations with FOURTEENTH Area
Army, will have the SECOND Striking Force carry out counterlanding operations
as speedily as possible."*

Sometime during the early morning he received Commander SIXTH Base Air
Force's dispatch giving the essentials of his attack organization and making
provisions for an expected 330 aircraft to be moved to the Philippines."*

It seems probable that, shortly after dawn, the Japanese High Comrand in
Tokyo and Hiyoshi, And possibly CinC Combined Fleet at Omura, learned that
the main Allied landing in Leyte Gulf would occur presently because the
Allied amphibious forces, which had been observed on the previous day
approaching the Leyte area, had arrived off the Dulag - Tacloban area during
the night, and therefore great numbers of ships of all types could be seen
from the shore or from the air. This would be so alarming as to require a
special report from that area. Whether or not such a report was made is not
known but it is assumed that it was, for Imperial General Headquarters (Army
Section) received an erroneous report that at 0610 the Allies had landed at
Tacloban. That this report was incorrect was, of course, unknown to Imperial
General Headquarters.*"

This must have been disheartening to CinC Combined Fleet because he knew
that the prospect of making the penetration operation effective at the time
of landing, as called for in his SHO One Plan, had collapsed. In fact, it
was plain that the Allies would have five days in which to establish their
beachhead, land their reserve troops and ctoreb, and retire their empty

SCombined Fleet DesCpOrd No. 1-• This dispatch is nct available to this
study in its original form but the above is the best opinion as to its
composition. (Letter from Captain Toshikazu Ohmae, ex-IJN, formerly
Senior Staff' Officer Mobile Force to Vr. Clarke Kawakami, World War 11
Battle Evaluat-4on Group, Naval War College, undated, but received
Washington, D.C., April ]3th, 1953).

** Comiander 6TH Base Air Force Dispatch 400002 October 1944. to 6TH Base
Air Force, (6T1 Blase Air Force DesOpOrd No. 83), War Diary 103RD Attack
Unit, 701ST Air Group,(Kokubu Detachm.nt), October 13th - 31st, 1944,
WDC Document 160258, NA )2592.

S*Daily Reco-d of the War Situation, 4T71 Air Army, October 20th, 1944,
GHQ, FEC, Special Historical Collection, Supporting Documents to General
of the Army oualii Mackrthur'8s Hist~or-lcal Report on Allied Operations in
the Southwest Pacific Area (Item 4, Footlocker 10 of 10, 8PA Series,
Volume II).
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transports and cargo ahips to Manus, Hollandia, Kossol Passage, etc. He was,
of course, not surprised by this landing for, as early as 1201 October 17th,
he had assumed that the Allies would land in the Leyte - Samar area and had

'A' endeavored to set X-day as October 22nd,* and at 3110 October 18th he had
issued a tentative outline of future operations based on a possible landing
in the Tacloban area and tentatively had set X-day as October 24th.** Now he
would be for, ed fin&•ly by circumstances beyond his control to defer X-day
until October 25th.** **

During the early forenoou, and possibly before he departed for Hiyoshi,
he received word of Allied air strikes ort various central Philippine bases,
It is like]- that the number of attacking planes reported to him was far
below actuFlity, for naval intelligence estimates for this day record a total
of only fi; y aircraft attacking the central Philippines.*** This number is
considerably below the number reported by C.G. FOURTH Air Army (310 planes)
* ��and actually the Allies (carrier-based) struck the Philippines with 246

planes from TF 38 and 305 planes from TG 77.4 or a total of 551 planes. In
addition, there were a number (exact number not known) of air strikes by
B-251s, P-38's and P-472s on Cebu, Mindanao, Negros and Mindoro. These latter
strikes are discussed under "Operations of CAAF SOWESPAC, October 20th".

The weather had now cleared sufficiently for his plane to take off, so

sometime between 0700 and 0800 he departed for Hiyoshi which waj about 530

miles away. He was very anxious now to return to his headquarters as soon as

possible (he had been absent for about twenty days)***-** for it was clear
that an invasion in strength in the Leyte area was underway and he knew that

* CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 171201 October 394l to Coamianders Mobile

Force, 1ST Striking Force, etc., Detailed Action Report HIIJGA, SHO

Operations, October 2Oth-29th, 1944, WDC Document 161006, NA 12604.
** CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 181110 October 1944 to CsofS Mobile

Force, 1ST Striking Force, etc., Detailed Action Report 1ST Striking
Force SHO Operation, October 16th-28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641,
NA 11839.

CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 200813 October 1944 to Combined. FleaL,
CinC Southern Army, Imperial GHQ, China Area Fleet, etc., (Combined
Fleet DesOpOrd No. 363), Battle Summary of 1ST Striking Force in

Operation SSW, WDC Documfnt 16164, NA 11839.
**• Material for Situation Estimates, 1ST Section, Naval General Staff,

October 1944, WDC Document 216764 (Microfilm), Page 7.
Daily Record of the War Situation, 4TH Air Army, GI!Q, FEC, Special

Historical Collection, Supporting Documents to General of the Army

Douglas MacArthur'o Historical Report. on Allied Operations in the
SSouthwest Pac:fic Area (Item 4, Footlocker 10 of 10, SWPA Series,

Volume II), Page 5.
N**I* Admiral Soemu Toyoda, ex-TJN, "The &nd of the Imperlal Navy" (Tokyo,

April 1950), Pages 149- 154.
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only a tentative overall plan had been issued as yet by his headquarters.
He realized that time was of the essence as his own forces were now, or
were soon to be, underway. In this connection, he know that (a) the FIMST
Striking Force was due to arrive at Brunei that morning for fuel, (b) the
SOND Striking Force was due to arrive at Mako that moning also for fuel,
awd (o) the Main Force was due to sortie from the Inland Sea that afternoon.
It was therefore very important that he issue his final outline plan at once
in order that any misunderstandings or questions could be discussed readily
through shore-based couzunications.

In addition, he wished to be in position to direct other counteraction
by the Combined Fleet. He, of course, realized that during the flight to
Hiyoshi, which would require about four hours, he would be out of contact
with the developing situation but he obviously felt that this handicap would
have to be accepted.

About this time the Chief of the Naval Generul Staff, and through him
the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet, was advised by the Chief of the Army
General Staff that the army bad decided to defend Layte with all of the
ground forces which could be brought into the area in a manner similar to
that which had been originally planned for Luzun.** Since this reversal of
the army' s position w - of great importance to the navy and completely
supported the navy' s position, it is of interest to follow the sequence of
events within the Army General Staff which led to the change.

During the morning of this day (October 20th) the Chief of the Army
General Staff was advised of the negative results obtained by his represent-
atives at the meeting with the naval representatives the preceding evening.
It will be recalled that at this meeting the navy had refused the arn.(
request that the navy conserve its strength and refrain from executing tile
penetration operation in defense of Leyte. When the Chief of the Army
General Staff learned of the navy's determined attitude, he expressed the
following view:

"IF THE (OMBINED FLEET WERE TO SUFFER DEFEAT, THE CONSEQUECES WOULD
INDEED BE SFRIOUS. HOWEVER, SINCE THIS MATTER IS UP TO THE NAVY AND SINCE
NAVY MINISTER YONAI*** HAS AlREADY APPROVED IT, THWRE IS NO GROUND FOR THE
ARMY TO PUT UP ANY FURTHER OPPOSITION. LET US REFRAIN, THEREFORE, FROM
VOICING ANY FURTHER DISAGR(IENT."1*

* �Material for Situation Estimates IST Section, Naval General Staff,
October 1944, WDC Document 216764 (Microfilm).

** Letter from Captain Toshikazu Ohmae, ex-IJN, formerly Senior Staff
Officer Mobile Force to Mr. Clarke Kawakami, World War II Battle
Evaluation Group, Naval War College, undated, but received Washington,
D.C. April 13th, 1953.

!*•* Admiral Mitsumaba Yonai, IJN.
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SOON AFTER MAKING THIS STATERENT THE CHI& OF THE ARMY GENFWAL STAFF

REDONSIDE THE ARMY' S POSITION AND DEIDED TO DEFMD LEYTE WITH ALL GROUND
FORCES WHICH COULD BE BRMUGHT TO THE AREA. HE ADVISED CINC SOUTHEN ARMY OF
THIS DECISION BY DISPATCH AND SENT A LIAISON GROUP FROM THE ARMY GEERL STAFF
TO CONVEY THIS DECISION TO CINC SOUTHERN ARMY AND TO BE AVAILABE F(R
CONFIRENCs WITH THAT CMO4ANDR AND HIS STAFF.*

CirZ louthern Arzy did not issue amy instructions immediately to make this
decision effective within his command but instead commenced preparing his plan.
In doing so he consulted Headquarters FOURTEI4TH Area Army and advised that
headquarters of the decision to defend Leyte with maximum ground forces.*

In making this decision Japanese Army histories indicate that the Chief of
the Army General Staff was motivated by the following considerations:

(1) He believed that since the main part of the enemy carrier strength had
been destroyed during the Battle off Formosa,,** the Allies were attacking with
badly crippled carrier air power which could not be as readily replaced as
could Japanese land-based air power, and therefore, would require support from
Allied land-based air which was not available in any strength since the Palaus
tfid Morotai were a little too distant.*

(2) He considered that the army air operations had been successful in the
ear2,y stages of the Allied landing operations (October 17th - 20th).**

(3) He considered, that owing to the loss of Japanese naval air power in
the Battle off Formosa, (a) army air power would have to 1-ar the brunt of the
air defense; and (b) this air power, although not too adequate, was sufficient
in both quality and quantity to defeat the enemy' s landing operations.*

(4) He considered, that owing to the above, the mobility of the Japanese
ground forces in the central and southern Philippines areas was now considered
to have been greatly increased and that it would be possible to carry out
decisige battle in those areas.*

However, despite the Japanese Army histories, these reasons ars not be-
lieved to have been the motivating ones at all but instead sem.n More likely to
have been considerations advanced cmuch later and possibly postwar because:

(a) (1) By evening of October 16th the Japanese had sighted thirteen
carriers. These carriirs were not considered to have beer) seriously damaged
ror the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet advised the Combined Fleet in part that
"the remainIng enemy strength is relatively large. It is, therefore, not
impossible that the enemy will continue to operate within range of our base

Colonel TaIushiro Hattori, ex-IJA, "History of the Greet er Fast Asia

War, Volume 1, Tokyt, June 1953.
** Imperial GHQ High Conmand Record, Mid-1941 to August. 19i5, QiQ, FEC,

Military History Section, Japanese Research Division, Japanese Monograph

No. 45.
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air forces in order to assist his damaged ships or that he may actively
resume the offensive...".* This dispatch, as pointod out in Volume I, showed
that the Chief of Staff at Hiyoshi as well as CinC Combined Fleet in Takao,
who sent out a message similar in content,** were familiar with the fact that
their air forces had not succeeded in damaging effectively the Allied carrier
force.

(2) Between 1600 October 15th and 2400 October 19th the Japanese had
not attacced the Allied carrier force and, therefore, that force had been
enabled to rest, to repair damage, and to receive reinforcements without
interrniption.

(3) By evening of the 19th the Japanese High Command, both army and
,Avy, knew that large numbers of Akllied carriers had been either sighted by
Japanese planes off the Philippines (sixteen carriers and five escort carriers,
a total of twenty-one carriers)*** or reported there by other intelligence
sources (twenty-eight large carriers, fourteen small carriers, forty escort
carriers, a total of eighty-two carriers).**** Therefore, since even the
maller number of twenty-one carriers was far in ezcess of anything expected

at this time, it should have been clear to the Army General Staff that the
Allies had lost few, if any, carriers in the Battle off For woaa and that the
Navy claims of sinkings and of dan age inflicted were vastly oxaggerated, if
not completely in error. This concept would have been supporteýd by the large
number of Allied carrier sorties against the Philippines on October 19th, i.e.,
720 planes reported to Imperial General Headquarters (Army Section) b- C.G.
"FOURTH Air Army,**** since this was a larger number of planes than had been
repcrted in the day by day strikes on Formosa (600 planes).**-*-

(4) FROM THI ABOVE IT SEK4S CLEAR THAT IF THE NAVAL HIGH COMMAND ON
OCTOBFM 16TH WAS CO4 FýRNED OVER THE LARGE NUMBER OF ALLIED CARRIERS SIGHTED
THAT DAY AND WAS FORC11D TO THE CONCLUSION THAT THEY WERE QUITE CAPABLE OF
RESUMING nHE OFFENSIVE HOW MUCH MORE CONCERNED MUST IMPERIAL GENERAL HFki•-.
QUARTERS (ARMY AND NAVI SECTIONS) HAVE BF.KN WHEN THE INTElLIGENCE REPORTS

* Philippine Area Naval Operations, Part II, October - December 19.44,
2ND Demobilization Bureau, Japanese Government, October 1947, Depart-
merit of the Army, Historical Division File No. 8-5, JS-104.
CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 161209 October 1944 to Comimrnders 5rTH and
6TH Base Air Force, etc., (Combined Fleet Special DesOpOrd No. 10.)'
War Diary DESRON 1, October 1944, WDO Document 161638, NA U1739.

• ** Commander 5TH Base Air Force Dispatch 191336 October 1944 to 5TH Bas,
Air Force Battle Report Addressees, War Diary 103RD Attack Urnt,
(701ST Ai- Group), October 1944, WDC Document 160258, NA 12592.

S***N Daily Record of the War Situation, 4TH Air Arny, GHQ, FEC, Special
Historical Collection, Supporting Documents to General of the Army
Douglas MacArthu Is Historical Report on Allied Operations ii the
Southwest Pacific Area (Item 4, Footlocker 10 of 10, SWTA Serics,
Wolurp 11).

*~*** Material for Situation Estiwates, 1ST Section, Naval General Staff,
October 1944, WDC Document. 216764 (Microfilm),

•;:"-: ]A~1 6 . . .
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INDICATED IN PATIACRAPH ()(3) ABOVE WERE R~ErE17) DO NOT THESE REPORTS
INDICATE CLEARLY "LARGE NUXBEMS OF UNDAMAGMI CAhiHfIE2S"? IR-M, THEN,, COULD
THE IWPERIAL GENERAL HFAnQUxT.S (AwRM 5SXA'ION) STATE M~'AT THE ALLIES WERE
ATTACKING WITh BADLY CRIPPLED AIR POYAR?*

(b) THE NUMBER~ OF JAPANESE PLANES, BOTH ARMY AND NAVY, OPERATIONAL VITHIN
THE PHILIPPINfES AREA WAS SMALL, AM4 ONLY A FM~ AIR STRIKES HAI) XlEEN MA.E
HOW, THEMI, COAULD THE CHIEF OF T1HE ARMY GENERiAL STAFF HAVE CONSID.'REI THAT HIS
AIR SMhIXES *'RC* OCTOBER 17TH TO OCTOBER 20TH HAD BEEN XCCESSFUL ENOUQ1 -.T1
WARRANT OPTIVII34?

(c) THE FOURT14 AIR ARMY AT THIS3 TIME NUýi3ERED BUT FIFTY-~FIl/E OPFERATIONA`.
PLANF.3 IN THE PHILIPPINES,** AND EVEN WITH THE SUPe~ORT OF IME, FIFTH BAIE AMi
FORICE, WHICH NUMBERED) ROUGH~LY FORTT PLAN&-1, W~AS UNki'lF TO BEAR THE BRUNT OF
ALLIED AIR ATTrACK, IT IS REALIZED), OF COURit, THATr ThE, JAPANESE WERE VI'ING
PLARS TO AUCNENT THE FOURTH AIR ARMY 8UT, SINCE ALLIED SH)IPPING TN Qi1E&T
STRIENGTH HAD 13EN OBSERVED CLOSING LET GUILF OYN THE PREVIOUS DAA-, AND
THE ARM4Y AIR FORCE (EI(21TH AIR DIVISION) lN F)RM03XA HAD LOS'T MOST OP ITS
OPERATIONAL STRENGTH, IT SHOULD H.AVE BEEN cLEAR 'ro MEi Aff~l OENfERtAA. 3-AFF THAT
NIEY CO[ILD NOT PROJVIDE A.D"ATE AIR S'RENGCTi FROM4 (C'THE SOVIRVýýS IN "\ ME tO

COUNTER THE AIR STREN4GTH THAT WAS AVJAILABLE IN 'THE AXLLi.D GAR\LC.ERS.

THE REAL REASONS ~'RACCEPTING THE~ NAVY',S) POINT OF \'Il:& AT TWIS LATE, DATE
APPEAR TO) HAVE BEEN4 TikE BElvI.TE) LECOGNT?ION BY' 3HIXIIA E1�AHEAD(QJAXRlZS
(ARMY SECTION) (.A) OF TRE FACT THAT, IN THE LI(MT OF llE C(PN~ACTs ON mus.
PR~EVIOUS DXY WHI(2H HAD DISCIX)3EI ALLIE~D )SINN O~ART 5'~X\T APPROACHING
LXYTE, IV%, JAPAN&-5)E C.LAIM OF CARRIER SI4 )~WERE 13OS-'LY EAX~EAVa'ýT, Awi)
(TI) OF TRE TRUE STRATFEGIfC SITUATlOW4 WHI~CH WOUILC OLYPAANý IN THS FIHLEIPPNES
ONCE ALL. 'E LA0')D.3AS&~ AIR POWM, HAD BEEN EAVXIHDXV THE V"IAYA.S5, THE
CHARALTfIV OF THE P N AJAL9.D FORC&9 1ýXOlIC~.~LH lýA.3&iI AIR'
POWERt WOUJ.D SOON BTE V.SABLTS6. UNLESýS flMiMIIk'i'V AýND MA:'JM A'1)N ViAlc TAKEN\

3!THE ARMY' CR(XJND 17hIYM"9 IN "APILORT OF THE Ald,401)T EFFGfil\'BY IT NAVY M4D
THE ARlMY AIR F'(Xl(,S.

ll',RAk.L GEhl*ERAl. H &QA'~ (ARMY ",RPT'TON) liiT. Owl\'\ ni*v
ALLIE.,3 1%\Ax M.ASSP1' E.W./Irll$ AND CP i-Al~ l~ ri:~~~ AN
31113S.XJFNT DATrLE IN *H~l P1hN$,AIýY ýS~~YW(~bb1 Aý1M131)Rvlll
AkNT) P1' W(MJLD) TEREAOhE IliX~J~l)i TG. FIG1TT A DEK1'$'0 ,1 I)IC~VE, BA'i'ýLXF 0Y
LUZON, 11X -'fl);JTHR`1i AU'W STAFF [hM) I ~H hl'2N~~G N I.kTR
AFTKi'. THE. NC'f)Y DELY ~FT !Ii)OF ALL) A A'sASIN TSCYMPRTAL Awkb

or' (t) been re-es o tt,ýoi ;)y Tokpri, It, eeA~ uit P &y that.'. a o
tf generals5 in~ the MCIh~ b * ý ii.Vfel the wiv'""ll norwnvd\ý, the
slrki~ni of n~utwtous AXltr oa-ieb (Philippine Dpe-raý \'on, The WflIT

Dx&ily kier~ord of t~he War Sr tn 4'.0 Air Anmry, (GW4, F'ik,(, `:p~cvc\.,O t~r~d
CLA COilf e-,ion, -'soxl& Iv~ to (ienet-'i I of tht, Aruy Lkai.L,,-

Ma,ý.-A thu l llistorliciI Hepor nt r AltlkV opolrsQ.ti(MS~ ifk SO. ht),
Pci.Are,, (1t~etn 4, F~ootU keo.,0o},~V 3re~~ un



CINC COMBINED FLEET
CO •w October 20th

SOUTHERN PHILIPPINES BUT HAD NOT TRANSMITTED IT OFFICIALLY TO TOKYO.*
ALTHOUG THE ARMY HIGH COMMAN HAD LONG BEEN AWARE THAT THE SOUTHERN ARMY
STAFF HAD CONCLUDED THAT IT WAS UNREALISTIC TO PRESCRIBE A DECISIVE BATTLE
AREA FOR THE GROUND FORCES SEPARATE FROM THAT DESIGNATE) FUR THE SEA AND AIR
FORCES, IT HAD BEEN UNTIL THIS DATE UNiILLING TO CHANGE THE ORIGINAL PLAN.
'WREN C.G. FOURTEENTH AREA ARMY** DEPARTED TOKYO IN EAHLY OCTOBER TO TAKE
COM3MAND OF THaT ARMY IN MANILA HE HAD BEEN ADVISED BY THE ARfBI HIGH COMMAND
THAT THE DECI1,IVE BATTLE FOR THE PHILIPPINES WOULD BE WAGED ON LUZON.*

It was therefore to be expected that the decision of the Chief of the Army
General Staff to defend Leyte with maximum ground forces would not be satis-
factory to C. G. FOURTEENTH Area Army who (a) continued to be of the opinion
that the established policy to defend Luzon with the maximum ground strength
and Leyte with only local forces should not be changed and (b) strongly but
unsuccessfully (he argued this matter for several days; urged that the origi-
nal plan bt retained, giving as his reasons:

(1) Tiat from his knowledge of the sound manner in which the Allies had
operated heretofore, he felt sure that they would not have appeared in one
corner of the Philippines unless they were confident of their strength and of
the completeness of their preparations. Therefore, whether or not the Japa-
nese had succeeded in damaging the carriers in the Battle off Formosa was of
little importance.

(2) 1T-hat e-en if large forces were to be ordered transferred to Leyte it
worLd be difficult to move them now because of the transport problem, the
necessary operational preparations, and other related items; and

(3) That should, by any chance, the Leyte operation fail then the defense
of Luzon would also fail because of the transfer of ground strength to Leyte.

THESE COMMENTS OF C.G. FOURTEENTH AREA ARMY, IN SO FAR AS ITaIS (1) AND
(2) ABOVE ARE CONCERNED, SHOWED, IN GENERAL, A SOUND APPRECIATION OF ALLIED
CAPABILITIES AND AN EQUALLY SOUND UNDERSTANDING OF ALLIED CONDUCT OF AMPHIB-
IOUS OPERATIONS. CERTMIMLY (A) WHILE NOT PERHAPS TRUE AT THE TIME OF THE
SEIZURE OF GUADALCANAL IN 1942, IT WAS IN FACT TRUE IN OCTOBER 1944, THAT THE
ALLIES CONDUCTED THEIR OP&RATIONS EXACTLY AS POINTED OUT IN PARAGRA4PH (1)
ABOVE--I.E., WITH STRENGTH, CONFIDENCE AND COMPLETENESS OF PREPARATIONS; AND
(B) IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO MOVE GROUND TROOPS NOT ONLY BECAUSE OF THE LACK
OF TRANSPORT BUT ALSO BECAUSE OF THE OPPOSITIONS TO BE EXPECTED FROM ALLIED
NAVAL AND AIR FORCES.

* Statement by Lieutenant General Jo Iimura, ex-IJA, former CofS Southern
Army, Semi-Final Galley of Chapter XII (Prelude to Decisive Battle),
Volume II, SWPA Series, (Item 34, Footlocker 2 of 2, Supplementary
Materials, Volume II), (GHQ, FEC, Special Historical Collection, Support-
ing Documents to General of the Army Douglas MacArthur' s Historical
Report on Allied Operations in the Southwest Pacific Area, Pages 330-331.

** General Tomoyuki Y- ashita, IJA.
*N* Colonel Takushiro Hattori, ex-IJA, "History of the Greater East Asia

War," Volume III, Tokyo, June 1953.
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Further, as regards item (2) (the lack of transport), a member of the
staff of the FOURTEENTH Area Arm stated later that the C.G. FOURTEENT Area

Army felt that (a) the primary obstacle to carrying out the defense of Leyte
with maximum round forces was the problem of transporting men and materials
there, and (b) since he had no planes or ships under his comnand, it was too
late to start the wheels moving to acquire the ships and planes necessary to
reinforce Leyte. He felt that this was so becaure, in order to obtain (a)
transports, it was necessary to make a request on Commander THIRD Shipping
Headquarters in Manila who was responsible to Imperial General Headquarters 0
in Tokyo and had little contact with C.G. FOURTEENTH Area Army, (b) air cover
for the movement of the transports to Leyte, it was necessary to make a re-
quest on Cin(; Southern Army, and (c) escort shipping, it was necessary to
make a request on Comander SW Area Force.*

As regards the THIRD Shipping Headquarters, which was an army unit, the
above was nt exactly correct. Actually CinC Southern Army exercised limited
operational control over these headquarters, and transportation requests of
the FOURTEENTH Area Army were normally routed through him. However, for the
amount of transportation required for an operation of the magnitude of the
Leyte operation (the first request from C.G. FOURTEENTH Area Army, made on
November 3rd, was for 150,000 gross tons),,** the request for shipping support
would have to be routed through Imperial General Headquarters (Army Section)
to the Shipping Command and thence to the THIRD Shipping Headquarters, which
was under the Shipping Conmnd.**

THIS WOULD ENTAIL DELAYS BUT THESE DEAYS WEE UNAVOIDABLE BECAUSE "IN
THE COMPLEX CWOMAND STRUCTURE OF THE JAPANESE ARMY, COMMAND CHANNELS "ERE
RIGIDLY ADHERED TO AND A DIRECT APPROACH FROM THE FOURTEENTH AREA ARMY TO THE
THIRD SHIPPING HEADQUARTERS WOULD NUT HAVE BEEN POSSIBLE EVEN THOUGH INFOR-
MATION COPIES OF REQUESTS TO HIGHER HEADQUARTERS WOULD HAVE BEEN PASSED TO
THE THIRD SHIPPING HEADL(ARTERS. ALL ARMY SHIPPING WAS CONTROLLED BY THE
SHIPPING C(3MA• .*m

AS REARDS ITEK (3) ABOVE, WHILE IT IS TRUE THAT SHOULD THE LEITE
OPERATION FAIL, THE THE DEFENSE OF LUZON WUJLD ALSO FAIL, IT IS NOT BELIEVED
THAT THE REASONS GIVE BY C.G. FOURTEENTH AREA ARMY-I.E., THE TRANSFER OF
GROUND TROOPS TO LETE--WAS THE SOLE REASON. HERE C.G. FOURTEENTH AREA ARMY
HAD CLOSED HIS MIND TO SEA AND AIR POWER AD WEIGHED HIS DEFENSE CAPABILITIES
ON GROUND POWER AIOE.

* US9S Interrogation No. 506, Major General Toshio Nishimura, Staff
Officer of the 14TH Area Army at the time of the Leyte Campaign,
Lieutenant Colonel Matsumae, Staff Officer of the 4TH Air Army,
Commsander Otani, Staff Officer of the 2ND Fleet.

SN Colonel Takushiro Hattori, ex-IJA, "History of the Greater East Asia
War", Volume III, Tokyo, June 1953.

*** Statement regarding the Leyte Operation by Major General Toshio
Riub ,m Staff Officer of the 14TH Area Army, December 16th, 1948, HQ,
USAFFE/SA(Rear), Military History Office letter of December Ist, 1956
to President, Naval War College.I 149
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Meanwhile the Chiea of Staff at Hiyoshi, decided that he could not wait
the arrival of CinC Coirýined Fleet since time was precious and therefore,
with the approval or the Naval General Staff, at 0813 issued the long-delayed
over-all plan. Wheth- or not he communicated with CinC Combined Fleet at
Omura is not knowr, - since telephone, telegraph, and presumably radio
facilities were available, it seems quite likely that he did so. This dis-
patch, in view of its importance, is quoted in full as follows:

"tI. The enemy, while carrying out a diversionary move in the Indian Ocean
area with an element of his forces, is boldly landing with his main strength
in the central Philippines.

"112. The Combined Fleet, in cooperation with the Army, will employ its full
strength to annihilate the enemy attacking the central Philippines.

"3. The FIRST Striking Force will penetrate to the Tacloban area at dawn

on October 25th, X-day, and after destroying enemy surface forces in the area,
will annihilate his landing forces.

"14. The Main Force, in cooperation with the penetration of the FIRST Strik-
ing Force, will maneuver in the area east of Luzon so as to divert the enemy
to the north and, if a favorable opportunity arises, will attack and destroy
him.

"5. Commander Southwest Area Force will commar. all naval air forces con-
centrated in the Philippines and will cooperate with the penetration of the
FIRST Striking Force by attacking and destroying the enemy carrier and in-
vasion forces. He will also cooperate with the Army in order to effect speedy
counter landings and destroy the enemy landing forces.

"6. The SIXTH Base Air Force will advance to the Philippines where it will
be under the command of Commander Southwest Area Force. With its main
strength, it will launch an all-out offensive against the enemy task forces on
October 24th, Y-day.

"7. The Advance Expeditionary Force will continue to operate in accordance
with previous orders.

"8. Other forces involved in the SHO Operations will continue their

present missions unless specifically ordered to do otherwise."*

This final plan is of interest in that it is a modification not only of
the basic SHO One Plan but also of the tentative plan issued by the Chief of

* CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 200813 October 1944 to Combined Fleet, CinC
Southern Army, Imperial GHQ, China Area Fleet, etc., (Combined Fleet
DesOpOrd No. 363), War Diary BATDIV 1, October 1944, WDC Document 161638,
NA 11739.
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Staff Combined Fleet two days earlier.* The principal variations will now
be co-mnented onz

(a) This plan clearly shows that the Japanese High Comuind considered
that the Allied operations off the Nicobar Islands were diversionary. There
was no comment on these operations in the tentative plan.

(b) It set X-day for the first tinte as October 25th. This was done
because it was not possible to make a dawn penetration on October 24th without
refueling after leaving Brunei.

(c) (1) The basic SHO One Plan provided that the FIRST Striking Force
would penetrate to the landing area (without specifying the route), and, after
annihilating in decisive battle the Allied surface forces which opposed its
entry into the landing area, would then attack and wipe out the eneW• trans-
ports and their embarked troops at the landing point (beachhead).**

(2) The tentative plan contemplated an advance through San Bexnardino
Strait and the annihilation of the enemy invasion force,* which could and
probably did mean the support force (SEVlITHFLT), the transports and the
embarked troops.

(3) The final plan like the original SHO One Plan did not specify the
route. It called for the destruction of all Allied surface forces in the
area, after which the landing forces were to be destroyed.

THIS APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN THE CORRELT OBJECTIVE AND THE Ok.DtE OF
DESTRUCTION OF THE ALLIED SHIPPING; I.E., FIRST, SURFACE FORCES AND, SECOND,
LANDING FORCES (TRANSPORTS), APPEARS CORRECT.

This seems so because, by the time the penetration operation becomea
effective (October 25th), five days will have elapsed by which time most of
the transports should have landed their forces and retired from the area and,
therefore, the destruction of those transports remining in the area is no
longer of primary importance. This differs from the situation discussed under
"Incorrect Objective" in Volume I,0*0 where, altho~ugh the desig ated object-
ives for the FIRST Striking Force were exactly the same as in this final plan,

* CofS Combined Fleet Dlispatch 181]10 October 1944 to CsofS Major Corumiands
CombineO Fleet, Detailed Action Report 1ST Striking Force, MSO Operations
October 16th - 28th, ]9"J, WDC Document]61641, NA 11839.

*0 Commander MHobile Force Operation Order No. 76, August 10th, 1944,
Chapter 11, Concrete Operational Policy, Sectioo A, Paragraph 1, ATIS

Document No. 39, Part 1, April 22nd, 1945 (NACHI Document,).
SVolume 1, Pattle for Leyte Gulf (NavPers 91973), Naval War Co~l.ege, 1953,

Japanese Plan Inrorre-ct Objectives, Chapter II, Section (h).

i
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they were determined to be incorrect. In Volume I it was pointed out that
the correct objective should have been the destruction of the Allied trans-
ports and embarked troops at the tine of landing with Allied surface fopces
being engaged only as necessary to attack the transports. If successful,
this would have effectively stopped the entire opLration.

Of course, if CinC Combined Fleet, in preparing this final plan, con-
tinued to believe that the transports at this late date carried troops in
strength then the coments of Volume I to the effect that the correct ob-
jective was properly the destruction of the Allied transports still obtained.

(W) (1) The basic SHO One Plan provided that, when an element or a major
part of the SIXTH Base Air Force advanced to the Philippines, it would come
under the command of Commander FIFTH Base Air Forcee,* who on X-1 (Y-day), and
X-day would make all-out attacks on the Allied carrier forces and on the
Allied invasion forces.**

(2) The tentative plan was not so specific as regards the operations
in the Philippines area as was the final plan. The tentative plan merely
stated that the full strength of the base air forces was to be concentrated
in the Philippines and was to then wipe out the Allied carriers.***

(3) The final plan placed the base air forces under Commander S1W Area
Force and directed that commander (a) to support the penetration operations
of the FIRST Striking Force by destroying the Allied carriers and invasion
forces, and (b) to cooperate writh the army in order to effect speedy counter-
landings and to destroy the Allied landing forces.

"inal plan was designed to place all naval land-bosed aircraft in
the Phil:y -e'-s under Conmmnder SW Area Force. Previous directives did not
define ac *-q e:,-ly this command relationship.

(e) (1) The basic SHO One Plan provided that when the main strength of
the SIXTH Base Air Force advanced to the Philippines Commander SIXTH Base
Air Force would have either unified command of all air operations in the
Philippines or would operate in cooperation with Commander FIFTH Base Air
Force.%K**

* Army-Navy Central Agreement concerning SHO Air Operations concluded
July 24th, 1944, Supplement to Imperial GHQ (Navy Section) Directive
No. 435, July 26th, 1944, WDC Document 216769 (Microfilm).

** Mobile Force Operations Order No. 76, August 10th, 1944, Chapter II,
Concrete Operational Policy, Section A, Paragraph 1, ATIS Document No.
39, Part I, April 22nd, 1945 (NACHI Document).

**'* CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 181110 October 1944 to CsofS Major Commands
Combined Fleet, Detailed Action Report 1ST Striking Force, SHO Opera-
tions, October 16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA 11839.

***-* 6TH Base Air Force OpOrd No. 6, File of 6TH Base Air Force Operation
Orders and Supplemental Material obtained from Captain Bunzo Shibata,
IJN, Senior Staff Officer, 6TH Base Air Force, GHQ, FEC, Military
History Section Microfilm (unnumbered).
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There all forces, in cooperation with the FOURTH Air Army, would launch
attacks against Allied carriers and invasion forces* as specified under
(d) (1) above.

(2) The tentative plan, as pointed out above under (d) (2), provided
for the concentration in the Philippines of the full strength of the base air
forces, with the objective "the destruction of the enemy carriers".**

(3) The final plan, in addition ts directing an all-out attack on
both Allied carriers and invasion forces on D-day, specifically directed that
the SIXTH Base Air Force was to adwuice to the Philippines, was to report for
duty to Co-iander SW Area Force and was to makc an all-out attack against
Allied cardler forces on October 24th, X-l day.*m*

THIS FINAL PLAN WAS ESSENTIALLY A RETURN TO THE BASIC SHO ONE PLAN.
HOMER, BY SPECIFICALLY DESIGNATING THE SIXTH BASE AIR FORCE TO LAUNCH AN
ALL-OUT ATTACK ON THE EN1(Y CARRIER FORCE ON X-1 DAY, CINC (BNED FLEET
R13TAINE) THE EMPHASIS ON THE DESTRUCTION OF THE ALLIED CARRIER FORCE WHICH
HE HAD INCLUDED IN HIS TENTATIVE PLAN TWO DAYS PREVIOUSLY. THE SIXTH BASE
AIR FORCE, WHI(2i WAS EXPECTED TO HAVE ABOUT 330 PLANES, REPRE THE MAJOR
PORTION OF THE ANTICIPATED TOTAL JAPANESE AIR STRENGTH IN THE PHILIPPINES.
HIS ASSIGNmENT OF THIS BASE AIR FORCE TO THIS CARRIER DESTRUCTION TASK
INDICATES THAT HE WAS OF THE OPINION THAT WITH THE AIR BATTLE OFF FORMOSA
LOST, HE WOULD HAVE TO ATTACK THE ALLIED CARRIER FORCE EFFECTIVELY PRIOR TO
THE P&UETRATIOV OPERATION OR THAT OPER1LZ(2 WOULD MOST LIKELY FAIL. (CinC
Combined Fleet's concept of the utilisation of his air strength here expressed
is considered of doubtful correctness. This concept is discussed more fully
under "Operations of Commander SIXTH Base Air Force, October 21st" where its
discussion is considered more appropriate).

In discussing the soundness of this plan, attention is invited to the
discussion in Volume I of the modified SHO Plan as it stood at 0719 October
17th. Here it was pointed out that the difficulties of the execution of the
plan were so great as to make it of doubtful feasibility,. Among these
difficultios were:

(a) The ability of the Main Force in t.he Inkland Sea and the FIRST
Striking Force at Lingga - Singapore to arrive in the objective area in

sufficient time to permit of thein Forcin the. Ine. t Sme of the Allied
landings continued to be very doubtful indeed, arid if anything, oing to
the reduction Jji the land-baned air power and the carrier air power, had
become even less possible.

*A ArvW-Navy Central Agreement concerning SHO Air Operations concluded
JTuly %'th, 1944, 3ufplortent to Imperial GHQ (Navy Section) Directive
No. 4.35, July 26th, 1944, WDC Document 216769 (Microfilm).

* Ccf£S CLobined Flieet Disp'atch 181.i0 October A944 to Major Comnands
kombitred Flretl, Detailed Action Report IST Striking Force, ShO

Operationi, October 16th - 28th, 1944, dDC Doctment. 161641, NA 11839.
S• • CinC Qomblndi Fleet Di:qpatch 2tO.)l lctol*,r 1944 to Gomnbined Fleet,

GdnC Southern Army, Imjperial'2la 4, China Area Fleet, etc., (Combined
SFl~et .ep(•I o 30)', War Diary RATDIV 1, O:tober 1944, '&)i Document
161638, NA 17739.
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(b) The ability of the land-based aircraft to naintain full-scale
attacks upon the Allied carrier force, and the invasion forca, had seriously
lessened. The Japanese had lost about 965 of their best aircraft, divided
as follows: SIXTh Base Air Force--584 (including about 100 planes of the
EI(MATH Air Division), FIFTH Base Air Force--191, FOURTH Air Army--190. More-
ov. er, maykv of their mosT experienced pilots had also beýen lost. They knew it
was highl-, probable that., in view of the replacement program in effect within
TF 38, the Allied carriers were in full strength in air power. Thej knew
that, since their land-based air power had been so ineffective against TF 38,
it sl ood little chance in its weakened and demoralizedt condition of being
effec Ave in the future until it had been reorganized and refitted. This
would require considerable time.

(c) (1) The ability of the FIRST Striking Force to move from Lingga -

Singapore to the objective area had been lessened since the ability of land-
basel air presently in the Philippines to provide it with proper air cover
had beein seriously reduced., if not made entirely ineffective. In fact, as
has been pointed cut previously, this ability had always been more of a con-
cept than of a fact sinre Japanese communications at this time were such as
to deny, in general, communications between land-based aircraft and ships.
It was p--babW' for this reason, in part, that Commander Mobile Force had
recormem'e d that the basic SHO Plan be changed to permit Conviýýnder FIRST
Striking Force to have his own planet for air cover, and for offensive opera-
tions against the Allied amphibious forces at the point of landing.

(2) The ability of the FIRST Striking Force to accomplirh its
assigned objectives, even should it succeed in reaching the landing area, was
open to serious question. The Japanese well knew qt this time that strong
support forces comopsed of battleships, cruisers and destroyers, supported by
carrier air power, were employed by the Allies in landing operations. As has
been pointed out earlier Commander FlIST Striking Force had been directed to
destroy in dec.sive battle those surface support forces which opposed him
after which he was to destroy the transports. This was admitte<11y a diffi-
cult assignment. However, if #he Main Force failed to divert the Allied
carrier force away from the objective area, it became more difficult since the
FIRST Striking Force would then be opposed not only by the powerful Allied
surface support forces but by the planes and ships of the carrier force as
well. Its feasibility was open to serious question.*

If this then was the situation concerning the feasibility of the modifieI
SHO One Plan at 0719 October 17th, how much mcre wcas it so on October 20th?
By OC)O October 20th the Japanese had learnd of the (a) great strength of
carrier-based air power and (b) strength of Allied amphibious forces approach-
ing and in Leyte GClf. In fact, as pointed out in Volume Ii¶*CinC Cczibined
Fleet knew fron, contaict and intelligence r-,erts that the Allies had (a) in
the Leyte area, six carriers, five escort carriers, ten battleships and a
minimuTi of thirty cruisers andA destroyers, and (b) off Lamon Bay (Luzon)

• Volume I, Battle for Leyte GkifTT iav er8 91977,•, Naval War College 1953,
Modified SHO Plan 0719 October 17th, 1944, Chapter III, Sction (hS.

** Vol-me 11, Battle for Leyte (Gulf (NavPers 92194), Naval War College, 1955,

SOperations of CiCi• Combined Fleet, October V1th, Chapter VI.
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ten carriers, five battleships and a minimzm of two destroyers which was
obviously erroneous since the carrier task groups would be screened by many
more destroyers. Thus he knew that (a) in the Philippines area alone the
tilies reportedly had sixteen carriers, five escort carriers, fifteen battle-
ships and a minimum of thirty-five cruisers and destroyers and (b) based on
the assumption that eight carriers were large carriers (CV) with ninety-six
planes, eight small carriers (CVL) with thirty-three planes and five escort
carriers (CVE) with thirty planes, he would be opposed by approximately .182
planes, manned by experienced pilots. He also knew that one hundred trans-
ports had been observed approaching Leyte Gulf and twenty had been observed
in the gulf.

To oppose these forces in the Philippines area he had (a) in the FIRST
Striking Force (including Ci.JDIV SIXTEEN still in ccmpany Zjzd 4 ncluding oiler
esvorts MICHISHIO and NOWAKI), seven battleshirs, thirty fiv• :ruisers and
destroyers, (b) in the SECOND Striking Force (less CaUDIV SLXTEEN), three
ciuisers, seven destroyers, (c) in the Main Force, four carriers (the other
f ve carriers were not ready for sea) two hermaphrodite battleships, and
e.!,,ven cruisers and destroyers, or (di a total of four carriers, seven battle-
thips, two hermaphrodite battleships and fifty-six cruisers and destroyers.

H~e had in aircraft at least 104 in the Main Force carriers* and a tocal
o' 5-5 in the FIFTH (forty planes) and SIXTH (505 planes) Base Air Forces; a
totas of 649 operational aircraft, which aircraft were manned in general by
pilots of limited experience.

T,.us the known Allied forces in the Philippine area were much stronger
than the Japanese forces in and en route to the area. This was particularly
so as regards air power. Therefore, as stated by COMBATDIV ONE on this day,
"Ye, together with this strength (land-based air), are going to have to
destroy the enemy. Our responsibility is indeed heavy."**

It will be observed that the final SHO One Plan had been forced to dis-
card the concept ot attacking the Allied forces at the time of the assault
landings. The new concept called for an attack on the Allied forces on the
morring of the sixth day after the assault landings had been effected.

What effect, if any, did this five-day delay have on the overall concept
of SR0 One? To discuss this adequately, it seems necessary to return to the
basic SHO Plan. As pointed out in Volume I, this plan had as its objective
the prevention of an Allied landing through the destruction of the Allied
invasion forces in the vicinity of the landing area.*** In other words, the

* Volume II, Battle for Leyte Gulf (NavPers 92194), Naval War College.
1955, Operations of Commander Mobile Force, October 19th, Chapter VI,
Section (a) (i), Number of Aircraft Assigned.

** Vice Admiral Matome Ugaki, IJN (CCMBATDIV i), Personal Diary, SENSOROKU,
Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha, Tokyo, March 15th, 1953), Volume
Ii.

*•*~ Volume I, Lattle for Leyte Gulf (NavPers 91973), Naval War College,
1953, Chapter III, Section (h), Japanese Plan.
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objective was the denial of a foothold in the areas designated by the plan.
In the case of the Leyte operation, it was the prevention of a landing on
Leyte Island. In accomplishing this, the FIRST StrikgrZ Force was to

penetrate to the landing area on D-day and was to destroy,, first, the enemy
surface forces opposing it, and, second, the Allied transports. Meanwhile,
commencing on D-I day the (a) Main Force was to divert the Allied carrier
force away from the objective area, and (b) Japanese land-based aircraft were
to initiate and maintain full scale attacks upon both the Allied carrier
force and the Allied invasion force, and (c) the ground troops were to defend
Leyte with the forces presently there or in the nearby areas.

Now as pointed out above the situation had changed. The penetration
operations could not occur before October 25th, or the morning of the sixth
day. Since Allied forces had been observed closing Leyte on the previous day
(October 19th), it was likely that the Allied landings would have occurred-
probably on this day, October 20th-and that by the sixth day, unless the
army ground forces could defeat the Allied landing forces, the Allies would
have already obtained a foothold-the very thing the basic SHO Plan was
designed to prev.nt.

IF THIS IS SO, WHY, THEN, WERE THE ORDERS ISSUED TO EXECUTE THE PENE-
TRATION OPERATION? THE ANSWER SEEMS CLEAR-BECAUSE IKPERIAL GENERAL
HEADQUARTERS (NAVY SECTION) REALIZED, AS POINTED OUT IN VOLUME II, THAT,
SHOULD THE ALLIES GAIN A FOOTHOLD ON LEYTE AND ESTABLISH AIRFIELDS THERE,
PERMANENT COIT.AND OF THE AIR OVER LEYTE WOULD AUTOMATICALLY FOLLOW SINCE
JAPANESE LAND-BASED AIR POWER HAD PROVEN INEFFECTIVE. WITH THE LOSS OF

0O-.YAND OF THE AIR AND WITH ALLIED SEAPOWER CONTROLLING THE SEA AREA AROUND
THE PHILIPPINES AND THE SOUTH CHINA SEA WITHIN RANGE OF THE PHILIPPINE-BASED
FIGHTER AI CRAFT, THE FALL OF LUZON WOULD OCCUR IN DUE TIME OR LUZON MlIGHT
BE COMPLETELY BY-PASSED BY THE ALLIES.* ALSO, IMPERIAL GENERAL HEADQUARTERS
(NAVY SECTION) REALIZED THAT IF THE NAVY DID NOT TAKE THE OFFENSIVE NOW AND
WIN A DECISIVE VICTORY THE WAR WOULD BE LOST BECAUSE THE SHORTAGE OF OIL
WOULD FORCE THE FLEET BACK TO JAPANESE WATERS, THERE TO MEET THE FATE OF THE
ITALIAN NAVY.** This shortage of oil would result from the above mentioned
control of the sea areas of the South China Sea which would cut the lines of
communication between the Southern Resources Area (Southeast Asia, i.e.,
Malaya, Burma, Netherlands East Indies) and the Japaneue main islands. As
pointed out in Volume I, Chapter I, one of the prime reas-_3 for the war from
the Japanese viewpoint was the necessity for improving the Japanese economy
by obtaining the vast natural resources of the Southern Resources Area. This
had necessitated not only the seizure of the Netherlands East Indies, Malaya
and Burma, which were the principal sources of vital strategic materials, but

* Volume II, Battle for Leyte Gulf (NavPers 92194), Naval War College, 1955,
Operations of CinC Combined Fleet, October 18th, Chapter IV, Section (A).

** Ibid., Operations of CinC Combined Fleet, October 19th, Chapter VI,
Section (A).
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also the keeping open of the sea lanes from these areas to the homeland
itself. These two requirements had necessitated the capture of the
Philippines also.*

THE QUESTION NOW ARISES WHETHR, IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE CONSIDERATIONS,
THE DECISION TO EXECUTE THE PENETRATION OPERATION WAS SOUND. THE ANSWER
APPEARS TO BE IN THE A.FFIRMATIVE. IN GENERAL, IT IS (A) THE DUTY OF TACTICS
TO INSURE THAT ITS RESULTS ARE APPROPRIATE TO THE STRATEGIC AIM, AND (B) THE
DUTY OF STRATEGY TO INSURE THAT THE ATTAINMENT OF TACTI( :L OBJECTIVES FURTHERS
THIS STRATEGIC AIM AS WELL AS INSUiES THAT THE TACTICAL STRUGGLE IS INITIATED
UNDER FACRABLE CONDITIONS. THERE ARE, OF COURSE, OCCASIONS WHEN THE DR4ANDS
OF STRATEGY REWQIRE THAT THE TACTICAL STRUGGLES BE TNITIATED UNDER CONDITIONS
WHICH DO NOT APPEAR FAVORABLE, BUT WHERE IT IS SO IMPORTANT TO ACHIEVE A
-STRATEGICAL AIM THAT SEVERE TACTICAL SACRIFICES ARE NECESSARY AND ACCEPTABLE.
WAS NOT THIS SITUATION AS CASE IN POINT? HERE IT WAS SO IMPORTANT TO THE
STRATEGIC AIM TO PREVENT (A) ALLIED RETFLNTION OF A FOOTHOLD ON LEYTE ISLAND
AND (B) THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AIRFIELDS THERE, THAT IT BECAME NECESSARY TO
ACCEPT BATTLE DFSPiTE ITS DOUBTFUL FEASIBILITY WITH THE CONSEQUENT HEAVY
SACRIFICES.

A situation similar to this, although perhaps not fraught with such
serious consequences occurred during July 1q42 when COMSOPAC,** who had been
assigned by the Joint Chiefs of Staff the task of seizing Santa Cruz, Tulagi
and adjacent positions in order to assist in the seizure of the New Britain -
New Guinea - New Ireland areas, and COMSOAWFSPAC ,*** who was to support the
operation, jointly recomimended that the opprration be deferred. They made this
recoinmendation because the recently developed strength of the enemy positions,
thhe shortage of transports and airplanes f or the continued mainterarl•,u of
strong air support throughout the operation and the continued lack of
sufficient shipping made successful accomplishment opn to the gravest

doubts.*M To this the Joint Chiefs of Staff repile,, that despite this
unfavorable situation it was necessary to g& ahead with the operation because
(a) it was essential to stop witnout delay the enemy's southward aavance from
Tulagi, and (b) enemy airfields at Guadalcanial would seriously hamper if not
prevent the Allied establishment of bases at Santa Cruz and Espiritu
Santo.***** In other words the strategic aim required that the tactical
strugg]e be initiated even though the cordit~ions were unfavorable.

At 08311 the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet direct-d Coimiirnder SECOND
Stociking Force to consult with Corrmander SIXTH Pase Air Force reartlik
assignment of one to three destroyers from the S3XICOND Striking; Force tc'

* The Campain9s of the Pacific War,R eP!ponsibiity of Impe ial 1 ,
USSBS Naval Analysis DivlsisPn, 1,946, Page '3; a-_o Suniviry Rejxrt (Padi-
fi- YAr), U3%5S, July 1st, 191j6, Pages I and 2.
Vice Adriirai Robert L. (hormley, US N,

mo Gený .-j Dou'las MacArtnlr, 113A.

*••* (4COW OAC and 7 ,i.vitrhK,' ,'L vat 0810(Y2 Juily 11)4ý2 to Joint Chiers of'

V I 'X,',. I 1- ) I(Yl . 191,2,? to COMS()PAC.
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duty escorting a convoy carrying personnel anr. equipment of the SIXTH Base
Air Force from Formosa to the Philippines.*

THIS DISPATOH SHUWS UNCE AGAIF THE JAANESE NIiZHOD OF ISSUING OkUWES
DIRECT TO A SUBOt±INATL COW4ANDER kND TH•'/UBY BY-PASSING THM IMalDIATE
XPERIU10 IN COI,1ýiND, IN THIS CASE COI ANDER SW AREA FORCE, M40 ý4AS kN
INF•OctiTION ADDRESSEE. PAdIJTHETICALLY, IT MIGHT BE NuT!rb THAT CTIOMTiL.WFLT
EMPLOYED TH.ý SAME ýaACTICE.** It is assumed that the Chief of Staff Combined
Fleet felt justified in this action since the Chief of Staff Si Area Force
h.d stated on the previous day that he saw no objection to CdUDIV WMTY-ONE
and DESRON CNE less two destroyers being employed in support of the FIP.ST
Striking Force or the Main Force."* However, the dispatch if received by
Commander Nobile Force, who was not an action nor an information addressee,
would have been of considerable interest since Commander Mobile Force had been
advised earlier that the SFLUND Striking Force under certain circumetances
might be returned to his coimanci, and, as a consequence, had issued as of 0021.
that morning his orders relating the•-eto. In any case, it seerts clear that
CinC Combined Fleet had not as yet arrived at any decision concerning the
future employment of the SECOND Striking Force.

At 0859 the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet requested, amork; others, the
Chief of Staff FI-ST Striking Force to enforce strict vigilance against large
enemy aircraft while anchored at Brunei.**** Since no Alliod air-rraft had
been operating in the Brunei area, -It is assumed that this warning was purely
T.recaut:iorary and may hýave originated with the radio itte]l igence organization
of the Combined Fleet.

At 0939 the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet advised all cornmnds that since
many Japanese planes on various missions had been attacked by Allied fight-r
aircr•,ft in unexpected areas it 4as conclude that the Allies were carrying
oul air patrols ove'- a wide area employing f.Apht-r p]tne,; in groups of about.
foiir. He also advised all co.nands that even when attackinr the main strength
of the Allied carrier force it was necessary to exerci';e caution against
surprise attatcks by enemy fighter plane.,, throur~hevt one'- flight. since Alliev1

escor. carriers were scatters<! throughout the battle area.!KOl**

CinC Combined Flet Dispatch 200$34 Octotirr 1944 to Co:nr,';xder 2ND

Str, iklrnj Force (Corsb.inied Fleet DesO1 {}rd No. 460), War Diary DI,:;(N 1,
October 1944, ý.DC Docuin,.ert l61638, NA 11739.
Volutre IT, Battle for Leyte (iklf (,Navi,.r:; 92194), Naval War College
•o9'-, Cha1't,?r 1, Section ()(1)(a), Discius.ion of Chai-we in Comno-4.

f ~l Cof"X S Are.i Force Di-";pitch 1922'-30 ()ctoi-r 1944, U)e Cim; Combinoc Flet.,,
I)etai ud Action Report CRUb IV 165 ,'HO Operatlonr, (c-LoLer 17,h - 27th,
194Ir, WIC Document 163&, NA l174A.

-0 0** C o f S C o wb in ,d F l e et [)i s pit c h o8'f c to l e r .! 91l 11 t o C so fS 1ST S tyli, iri , n,

FI•rce, i•S AAa Force, '- I Pasit Air Force, Pet.iix.1! Action Rep).rt. No. 3,
YAMATO, SIlO No. 1, Antiaxr ,•me ,urfac * Actloir., Uctobcr 37th - 213th,
1944, WDC Docui'cr;L. 1610(9.

41-4 -14t Cof,S Combinxd I..ct Di-qt,tA' -69• fuctobýer 19141 to all Air (;roup ,
ctc Wa, Di.,iy -103IT A i t, F) •t i Ia, (k-tot I')NL , IO c Do s'.r • ,t V•0)(.4,

NA 1254.
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The above analysis was incorrect because (a) the Allied carriers did not
normally employ fighter aircraft in groups for searches; insttad, they
generally employed teams of one VF and one VB/VT in each ten-degree sec.tor,
and (b) Allied CVE'8 were not scattered throughout the whole battle area but
were concentrated off the entrance to Leyte Gulk.

WHAT TIEN CAUSED THIS ERRONEDUS CONCEPT? THE ANSWER SEFM S TO LIE IN THE
FAILURE OF THE JAPANESE TO REALIZE (A) THE EXCELLENCE OF ALLIED RADAR, (B)
THE ALLIED CAPABILITY OF LONG-RANGE AIR INTERCEPTION AND (C) THE METHOD OF
CONDUCTING SUCH LONG-RANGE INTERCEPTIONS. THE ALLIMD RADARS OFTEN CONTACTED
ENEXY AIRCRAFT AT DISTANCES AS GREAT AS 100 MILES FRO4M THE TASK GROUP AND THEN
FIGHTER AIRCRAFT WERE VECTORED OUT TO INT RCEPT THEM. THE NUMBeR OF FIGHTERS
SO VECTORED WAS DETERUINED BY THE SIZE OF THE CONTACT (RAID), BY TIE SIZE OF
THE CAP AND BY THE NUMBFR OF RAIDS DETECTED), AND WAS OFTEN A DIVISION OF FOUR
FI(rTERS. IT WAS THE FACT THAT N14FROUS JAPANESE AIRCRAFT, WHETHI ON ATTACK
MISSIONS OR MERELY ON SEARCH OR OTHER ROUTINE MISSIONS, WERE BEING CONSTANTLY
INTERCEPTED BY FOUR FIGHTIMS ANYWHERE WITHIN THE PHILIPPINES BATTLE AJE? WHICH
LED THE JAPANESE TO BELIEVE THAT THE ALLI KS WERE COVERING THIS AREA BY FIGHTER
PATROIS CONSISTING OF FOUR VF, AND HAD CVEIS SCATTERED THEREIN.

Evidently, the Japanese, when on the above missions, had not heretofore
anticipated encountering Allied fighter aircraft except in the irmiediate
vicinity of an Allied carrier force or within an Allied strike group.

At about 1000 he received a dispatch from the Chief of Staff Mobile Force
advising all interested commands that the Main Force would sortie from Bungo
Suido at 1800 October 20th, would pass through certain designated points arid
requested that he not be confused with the enemy.*

In connection with this message, it is well to recall two facts; i.e. (a)
on September 10th Commander Mobile Force, realizing that localized action by
widely separated forces would characterize the SHO operation and once underway
he weulo6 be unabie adequately to exercise operational control over the entire
Mobile Force, had recommended that the FIRST Strikirn Foric- be rendeved from his
command and placed directly under CinC Combined Fleet,*4 and (b) on October
17th the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet had advised f'orce conmviraPers, in
essence, that from the time- a sortie was ordered for the Main Force the opera--
tions of all forces were to be placed under direct comunand of CinC Combined
Fleet.***

* CofS MoblCe FG ce Tisrpatch 200930 October 1944 to All Co0Tand5 Concerned,
Deta,9r,' kction Vweport No. 2, OYOD(•, SH(O No. I Operation, October 2)th -
28th, 1944, ýT)C Document. 101X07.

** Mobile Force hladquarters Meny)randum Concernini, Tactical ( rtiiatlon of
Motile Forre , Sept. mhb,-r lOth, 19J4, f)eirtmr-. ()' ti e Army, listorical
Divi sAon M io fc1m ,S- 1,6 1t.,nA.

*4U CofS Comtined Fleet Disp.lch I71201 October 1944 to Comrxn rder.ý Po)b le
Force, 13T ,.riý ing, Force, etc . , Det ai I ed Actitour Rojxrt. i 1A , S
(.Ope"tonr (Jt ol•,r 20th - 29th, 1941., WKiC Docuin, Tit 161','X6, 1. 12-,64.
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The foregoing considerations must have been in the mind of CinO Combined
Fleet as he received the above message and prelpared to modify the command
arrangements accordingly. However, he did not make the command transfer
effective immediately but delayed until about 180 at which time the Main
Force was scheduled to sortie from Bungo Suidoo

As a result of his running estimate of the situation, the Chief of Staff
Combined Fleet at 1002 told Commander Advance Expeditionary Force (Subma-
rines) that-, if the "A" Group of submarines (1-26, 45, 54, 56) was unable to
contact the Allied forces which it was pursuing, he was to redeploy at the
appropriate time all of his submarines to dispersed stations off Leyte in
Area KO-3 (discussed under "Operations of Commander Advance Expeditionary
Force, October 20th") in order to attack and destroy enemy task forces and
invasion forces in cooperation with Japanese surface and air forces.*

AT 1006 THE CHIEF OF STAFF COMBINED FLKfT ADVISED COMMANDER FIIIST STRIK-
ING FORCE BY DISPATCH IN SUBSTANCE THAT "ThE STAFF OF COMBINED FLEXE HFAD-
QUARTERS HAD CONCLUDE THAT IT WOULD BE PRiEFU ABLE TO PROCEED TO, AhD BREAK
INTO, THE ENEY ANCHORAGE IN TWO GROUPS-ONE FROM THE NOIRTH THROUGH SAN
BERNARDINO STRAIT AND THE OT9ER FROM THE XOUTH THROUGH SURIGAO STRAIT (IN
OTHER WORDS, A DOUBLE PENETRATION)--RATHFR THAN TO APPIROACH WITH THE WHOLE
FORCE AS A UNIT"I.** THIS WAS NOT AN ORDER1 DESPITE THE STRANGE WORDING, BUT
WAS INSTEAD ., SUGGESTION, AND THE FINAL DECISION AS TO WHETHFEI OR NOT TO
ACCFr THE SUGGESTION WAS LEFT TO CWMHANDER FIRST STRIKING FORCE.

The above is not a quote from the original dispatch since that dispatch
is not available, either here or in Tokyo, but is instead a reconstruction
based on the recollections of Japanese officers concerned in this phase of
the operation. The fact that this viltally important dispatch is not available
in its original form seems very surprising. Except for a reference to this
dispritch by COMBATI)TV ONE in his persornal diary,*** there is no record of it
whatsoever in any of the Japanese action reports or other reports made at the
time and which are availablp to this analysis. Even C"MBATDIV ONE's refer-
ence to it is most unusual in its vagueness since it refers to "the items to
be studied with regard to the penetration of the F!RbT Striking Force" and

* CinC Combinei Fleet DTispatch 201002 Octoe 1-44 tComrrnier Advance
Expeditio nary Force (Combined Fleet !)esOp)rd No. 365), Detailed Action
Report, ZU1KAKU, SHO No. I Operation, October 20th - 25th, 1944, WDC
Docunent 161008.

** GofS Combined Fleet Disit.ch 201006 October 1944 (addressees unknown),
Information compilem by Captain Toshlkazu Ohmae, ex-IJN, ,Japanese
Research livision, H4, UISAýTE, Military History Section, relating to
Pe..ietration Operations of IST Striking Force, Battle for Leyte Gulf,
contained In HQ, USAFFE, Miiitary lliitory Section letter March 30th,
1954 to Pre::[dent, Naval War College.

-*N Vi-ce Admiral Watome Lgaki, IJN, (COMHiATDIV 1), Personal Diary, SbN)})R0KU,

Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushik1 Kaisha, (Tokyo, March 15th, 1953), Volume
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gives no further Indormation threon, ie., does not even mention the double
penetration. Cert.-Anly it can be said that this dispatch was not sent to
Cowamndi• FIRST Strikling Force alone for thediary stateks "the Chief of Staff
Combined Fleet has notified us" and further atates "I consider it particularly
maningful that COMBATDIV OKKF hna, been includ•*d awong the info addreseees.",

Although the goit-,e mterial states that, the original dispatch wis relee.sed
with thb approval of CinC Combined Fleet this seems doubtful for, as discussed
later, Cir,, Combined Fleet did not officially return to Riyoshi until 11-45.
Of courte it is possible that the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet discused the
mattt by telephone during the night with CinC Combined Fleet while this
officer wes still at Oiura '.ut this seems unlikely: because (R) in view of the
limited time av..Ilable and the importance of the diepatch, the dispatch would
likely have been released then and there, (b) the Jaix-nese state that, prior
to the transmittal of the I006 messa e, no infoi.ition on this subject had been
made available to the fleet since (1) there appear to be no records extant
therean, and (2) none of the officers concerned have any recollections of such
information having been made available to them,,* and (c) the dispatch, if
correctly reconstructed, is worded as a staff suggestion rather than as an
opirion of either Cini; Combin& Fleet or his Chief of Staff. 7n this connect,-
ion it. is important to jpoint out that no other Chi•ef -f Staff, Combirned Fleet
or any other eorrand, disfatch available to this st.' ,--there are a nuaber of
them-is worded 5,n this manner.

WHY THIS DISPATCH WAS SENT AT THIS TIVE A-DL) IN THIS MANNT•i IS NUT UN.Ufil-
STOOD FOR IT 1ELkZCt.,,EN4h r AT -HIS VLRY LATL DATE A CHANGE IN' THE BA1GC 5110 ONE

PLN--A CHANGE, IF ACC&ThL, OF SUCH ikO1"(RTIONS A3 TO RF44UIfIZ. A) • •tE ......
MODIFICATION OF THE bASIC PLAN FOR TPE FIRST STRIKING FORCE WIT'1 AUi. OF TflHE
ATT'IFYDANT PRiOU(BL4S, !.)TAULI Allf. , ., GIaSric S, cOuk 1INA'riON WN .ii on)kR
CO.MMANDS, LTC., AND (b) SINCE IT W(,UID AFFUCT THE ILANS O(F TiU, ('ORD.iATE
COM4ANDS, IM, EVIATE MODIYF1CATION OF HIF.VJR BASIC PLANS AS WEL..

WHAT COUL) HAVE PUNI J TH1 MOT-IVATI(ON? PI]iHAPkS IT 6AS 'M•),L .W ARYA
FORCE'S DISPATCH 192230 •}1•1EIN HE J-,TATIT THAT HY. .AW NO OIJVET1\)N 'IN) 12PLUY-
IN(' CPUDJIV nTE1'A1'-ONE AND DF)EKUN ONE IN SUP01c1VT Uo. ,' T}' u'I&.T o1UiINNG 'FOiCE
(OR THE hk'IN FO*KE);*y MQRUAS I': U)VaATP0 Of '1WX G('T THAT Til, CCAUUT
WAY TO WIN THE LE•,XT AYTIUN WAS T11W6,i KNVIJ,01 'N UN I)DOTh FLANKlkS EATH ,1i !TiAN
ON ONE F.,ANK, I. lK , X.HIE P?,:!ýFrTLA Q ON (P1 N(f}.Sh, hAL FILVAIIJ.I' T( 1iH., 1iX'i2NT

I * Vice Admiral Ya(,oe PgakiIJ,((XM ,A ,,l Il ersoal Diary SEN,)ROKU,

Nippon Shuplpan Kyodo KnbuIhiki Kaitihaz (Tokyo, MNrcb 15th, 1953"), Vol,,lfe

**w lnforrmtt( P conpmideLu be (1.;,ayn TI-hk azu Thynae, ex-LIJN JRP..e;e Research
Divitsion, |X4, U2AF'i, Mi]i tary i-li,.ory Sect.m, rel ti . t.' Vnetration
Operationnn of 1ST StBriK. inF. `orce., Tatt.le for L.eyte (';ul , cu ,t.!ned in H1Q,
UISAFFE, H•j ] tary I .;tor'ySection 1 ,etJer Marc'i '30th, 1954 t Ieiiidnt,
Natval War CoI'ege,

-** G CofS ;W Area. Force !)•,itch •92230 U.c ober 194.4 to Ci nk 4Oflblhfw I•']eet,
,info Co knnier- 2ND, 5r anI 1is Mooike Fleet,,, etc ., D-),tai led Act. ioi
Report CRU[)IV P10 5;hO Cper'kt iufnl, 0Uct~o[er 17th .'. 27thv Wg4 ,UC I-A cuno'r,
i6 t05, NA 11Y'44.
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Ni, October 20th

AT LMVST OF &'KING THISIR IDEAS KNOWN TO COMMANDER FIRST STRIKING FORCE;*
FEAPS (JAiANL2E POSTWAR COMMENTS STRESS IT) THEY FELT THAT SINCE THEY WERE
DEFINITELY T$E INF.aUOR FORCE (THE KNEW QUITE ACCURATELY AT THIS TIME-AND

10CH EARLIER AS VAI-THROUGH CAPTUIED DOCUMENTS Ff04 CAPTURED PILOTS AND
STATPWTS FROM THEM, THE COMPOSITION OF THE ALLIED FORCES AND THEREFORE
lWEW THAT THE AILIED NAVAL FORCES OUTNUMBERED THE JAPANESE, ESPECIALLY IN
CARR7.I AND BATTLESHIPS AND THAT THF ALLIES HAD AIR SUPR4ACY)** THE &ST
WAY 1O ACCOMPLISH THEIR OBJECTIVE WAS TO EMPLOY DIVERSIONARY TACTICS, ADDi-
TIONAL TO THE MAIN FORCE, BY DIVIDING THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE WITH THE HOPE
THAT ONE OF THESE UNITS MIGHT DRAW ALLIED HEAVY FORCES OUT OF THE LEYTE
GULF.,*** PERHAPS IT WAS DESIGNED TO GIVE COMMANDER FIRST STRIKING FORCE AN
OPPORTUNITY TO ADJUST HIS CCJOIANL STRUCTURE SO THAT CCE4BATDIV TWO,**** WHO
HAD. ORIGINALLY HBEN SENIOR TO COMBATDIV ONE,***** WOULD NOT BE FORCED TO
SERVE UNDER THE LATTER COM4MANDER SHOULD THAT OFFICER SUCCEED TO COMMAND.
THIS WOULD BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH JAPANESE NAVAL CUSTOM WH'RME "AN OFFICER
FY04 AN EARLIER (NAVAL ACADEMY) CLASS WOULD BE TRANSFERRED FROM A POSITION
SUBORDINATE TO AN OFFICER OF A LATER CLASS EXCEPT $Lb CASE OF FERGENCYII"I***
THIS QUESTION OF MOTIVATION IS DISCUSSED MORE FULLY UNDER "OPERATIONS OF
COMMANDER FIRST STRIKING FORCE, OCTOBER 21ST".

* Addendum to CINCPAC - CINCPOA Weekly Intelligence Bulletin, Volume
I, No. 10, September 15th, 1944, Japanese Striking Force Tactics,
"KNOW YOUR ENEMY"; also letter from Captain Toshikazu Ohnae, ex-IJN,
formeily Senior Staff Officer Mobile Force to Mr. Clarke Kawakami,
World War II Battle Evaluation Group, Naval War College, undated,
but received Washington, D.C., April 13th, 1953.

** This statement is inserted here because all of the Japanese infor-
mation from prisoners available to this analysis shows that the
Japanese during the Battle off Formosa had captured Allied pilots
who revealed excellent and accurate intelligence on the origardiza-
tion and composition of TF 38. The Japanese, in disseminating this
information, did not release any evidence that these prisonere had
disclosed information concerning the non-destruction of the Allied
carriers. In other word3, the Japanese impliea that the Allied
prisoners had told them all things excepting the vital fact that
no Allied carriers had been sunk-a fact which a "talking" prisoner
would probably have revealed under interrogation. Vice Admiral
Takao Kurita, ex-TJN, who made the above statement, has thereby
acknowledged that the Japanese had conniuerably more information
concerning the Allied forces than they hxve heretofore aimitted.

*ol* information comptileu ly Captain Toshikamz Ouhoae, ex-IJd, Jaw Ce
&ývsearch Division, 11Q, USAFFE, Military History Section, 'el-ting
to the Penetration Operationn of IST Striking Force, Battle for
Leyto Gulf, contained in HýQ, USAFFE, Military History :'ection
lettir karch 30th, 1954 to Prvsident, Naval ý*tr Gollege.

**M* Vice tdmiral Shoji Nishimura, IJN.
**** Vice Admlra Eixtome Ugaki, IJN.
***•.,, Militairy History Office, 11Q, IJSAFE/5IA(•eýar), ILT T`kndornerrrnt MH

314.P, Lkcemb v (undated), 1916 to President, Naval War College
letter Se,.'ial 12MtV-56, Decnnber 7th, 1956,
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At 1044 he advised all commanders of the SIXTH and SEVENTH Base Air
Forces by dispatch that, owing to the transfer of their operational air
strength to the Philippines, they need no longer patrol the "E" sector (based
at Kizarasu, Honshu and covering the waters east of Honshu);* "Q" sector
(based at Kanoya, Kyushu and covering the waters east of Kyushu and Nansei
Shoto) ;* and "0" sector (based at Naha, Okinawa and also covering waters east
of Nansei Shoto).* He then directed in the samte dispatch (a) Commander "T"
Force to make the patrols in those areas employing the flying boats of the
801st Air Group, and (b) the Commandants of the Yokosuka, Kure and Sasebo
Naval Districts and the Osaka Guard District to carry out the coastal patrols
employing for this purpose the antisubmarine and training strength of their
commands.c* This appears to have been done for two reasons: (1) to relieve
the Commanders of the SIXTH and SEVENTH Base Air Forces, but especially the
former, of the responsibility for patrolling these areas at a time when their
principal forces were preparing to move into the Philippines (it will be
recalled thnt. the major portion of the SEVENTH Base Air Force had been in-
corporated into the SIXTH Base Air Force) and (2) to increase the strength
of the SIXTH Base Air Force. The fact that he considered it necessary to
divert this patrol strength to the decisive battle area is an indication of
the shortage of planes, or at Least of trained pilots, in the Combined Fleet
at this time.

At 1145 ClinC Combined Fleet arrived at Hiyoshi from Omura ana announced
to the Combined Fleet that he had returned to his headquarters.*** His
arrival at Hiyoshi must have been quite a relief to him for to be responsible
for fleet overaLions ai.l not be in piosition adequately to exercise that re-
sponsibility could not have been other than, frustrating.

Meanwhile Combined Fleet Headquart crs which had ... en awaiting further

Information of an Allied landing recelved word that (a) two to three enemy

task groups, with a nucleus of six -- ten CVE's (escort carriers) had been
j observed southwest of Samrr, and (b) the enemy (believed to be three batta-

lions of marI tites)*1'*f had landed at 1130 at 7aclobanX** At this time
Imperial Ge(nei-al fleadqi,-irl,'To- (Army Sectiou) received word that (a) the enenty

at 1130 had eormrieiced I nort,4 with litv ted forces (about 300 men) at San Jose

S* Combined Fleet Operation Order Noy. 82, Au¶Crt 1st, 1944, ATIS Document
No. 39, Pdrt V) I, Junfe 4th, 1945 (NACHI Dociunent).

iCnC Combined Fleet DI',rintcii 201044 October 1942, to All Commanders 6Th
and WI Base Air Forue:.; (Cormbudn Fleet DesOpOrd No. 366), Detailed
Action Repo'-t No. 2, Nirtlorn Attack Force (2ND Base Air Force),
O(-tober 10th - Novemlber l. ith, V9)44, 0•' Document 161645, NA 12262.

IF*- CinC Combi ned Fleet 1)1+b o ½h 2011+5 October 1944 to All Fleet and
Sonuadron Cortmnrwkier5 , [)et,,led Action Report, BATUIV 1, SHO No. 1
)Oprazinn, October l8th 281h, 1St 4 WI)C Docinent 16100, NA 11i'tlh.

S' Memorraridum of Vict: A., ii- It G(.-nichl Mikawa, IJN, CGInC SW Area Fleet.,

(74HQ, FI'X, Spec.1al i1:+tori '1 Coll.ction, Suptxmting Documrits to
General of the Arrmy l),uolap McA1'Thur"' Slhstow icl l(efA)rt on Allied

Operatiras 1in tne. h ou' hw,So :t t 24 'ii' c Ar-en ( I lm I1 1oot.ioc8 r 7 of 10,
1 Seriev, Volu1me J!

*MM** �Ma•t . :a for Si t ".t. i - Istuos, :si Secti, r, Naval (General Staff,

u( t..1,•, I 144, W)i Dbw•u•,It'Lt -1k 04 ( ic~ :1 In)
1I Qe,/ • L
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(near Tacloban) (with the intention of seizing the airfield there known as
Tacloban Airdrome), and (b) the SIXTEENTH Infantry Division was attempting
to destroy the enemy.* It seems clear that both the ary and navy reports
of landing being made at 1130 referred to the same landing. However, land-
ings were also being made in the Dulag area (some twenty-eight miles to the
south) but, surprisingly enough, Japanese records do not indicate any landing
in this area until later in the day although they do indicate Allied warships
in this area exchanging gunfire with the shorebatteries.*

Soon after CinC Combined Fleet' s arrival he received all of the dis-
patches which he had failed to receive while en route Hiyoshi and any other
dispatches which it had not been the practice to forward to him at Omura.
Among these dispatches was one from Commander 901st Air Group reporting search
l100 - 1100 (T) from Garan Bi to 350 miles was negative and sec-oh 1200 -
1300 (T) from Garan Bi was not made,** and one at 0815 reporting an Allied
Force of six escort carriers and four battleships about eighty-five miles
east of the northern tip of Dimagat Island** (Contact C) which contact may
have been included in the report of six - ten CVE~s above.

He clearly received some other contacts, source not recorded, for two
postwar sources•**-* indic-ate that on the morning of October 20th he had
infori:kition as follows: four-teen - fifteen battleships and cruisers, seven
carriers (CV's) and fifty small ships and craft near Leyte Island with eighty
transports and twenty small ships and craft near Samar Island, with a landing
"of about three divisions in prospect.

This informiation, as regardsh carriers, was incorrect in that there were
no Allied carriers in Leyte Gulf. It was almost exactly correct as regards
battleships and cruisers since, at this time, there were six old battleships
(WEST VIRGINIA, MARYLAND, CA.[,niFRNIA, TU'JNF3hSE, P•Ji.SYLVANIA, MISSISSIPPI)
and ten cruisers (IlAJISVIL1L, POahTIaMN), MINNYAPULIS, HONOLULU, DENVIt,
COG•LVI'IA, PHOeIhIX, POISE, WIAS S111O0, SIIIE, HIAAS AUtIT.,ALIA), a total of sixteen
1 att esi AFs and cr i n;irs in Leyte( Gui f.

L.,i-ly itec(- d of tLhi Wair Sit:al .1ai, 1,T11 Pi- Army, G(uy, EL., Spcinl
SHIIstori ca] C(ellectiori, boi-,l rt, iW, Docui,.,nt:a to Ger:''r'K cf the Ar-rcf
Doug]s~z MacArthur',s PHistorica I Report on Allied Oi(erations in the
{.;uthwez;t Pacific Ar,--a (item 4, Footlock,,r 10 of I0, %WPA Series,
Volume II).

"•) Corr-rrder 901ST. Air (hAo,- I'isjxit.ch 200W15 ,ctober i9044 to CirC Coambiln'd
Fleet, 6TH Base Air Force, Detoai lod Action R'eport, 9011r Air Grou.p,
"N I t. wts.lr.es , (SOcLob',' 10th - 28th, 1944, ,;DC [)ucunicn t 160551., NP

Vicr Adrxiz'ra Natou'., Ugaki, TJN, (C(rN(iATDi V 1), Pez-sor)ion Diary 'tJ,

Ni ~ , p . ti~uf ul Kye'to Kutl A 1 :t I sLi , LTokyo, :tirc! I Uth, 195-3) , VotI iun
1II

•-rt I[bid.; a lso IJ OS| I f cr50 't. i, of Jg, ilii :'c ( LI' a a, Nalv No. :)6.
!Iterr'orp' t' ioof C&ip tj._ir ios<.iika- thi;ri-, UN, Vol im t 1, Page 5b.
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He may have received word at this time that, the FIRST Striking Force had
arrived at Brunei at iOO0.*

He also may have received certain important contact reports by army air-
craft on Allied carrier forces off Leyte Gulf and which are shown under
"Operations of C.G. FOURTH Air Army, October 20th", but the indications are
that these contacts were not made available to him.

He now considered the running estimate which was being maintained at
Combined Fleet Headquarters. Here, for the first time since the Allies had
commenced their carrier strikes against Okinawa on October 10th, he had
available all if the intelligence from all sources which had been available
to his chief of staff and to the Naval General Staff during the preceding ten
days. he had an opportunity to review the decisions made at that time and to
prepare hinself for making those new decisions which he knew would be requir-
ed by the fast developing situation.. He knew, of course, th-At the penetration
operation order (DesOpOrd No. 363) which had been issued that forenoon,
included the FIRST Striking Force and the Main Force, but did not include the
SECOnD Striking Force. He also knew that the SECOND Striking, Force, which
now included CRUDIV SIXTEEN, had been transferred to the SW Area Force where
it was to be employed in counterianoing operations. But a question thad now
arisen as to whether all of the ship• of the SECOND Striking Force were re-
quired for these operations at this t.ne, Comander SW Area Force thought
not and had recommended that only CRUDIV SIXTL'WN plus two destroyers from
DFSRON ONE be so employed. (In this connection, it will be recalled that the
Chief of Staff Combined Fleet had advised Commander Mobile Force that under
certain circumstances he might return the SECOND Striking Force to the PMin
Force. Commander SW Area Force had then interposed the thought that perhaps
tte FIRST Striking Force should be considered along with the Main Force).

At about 1310 he received a 1240 contact report on two carriers (CV) and
five other vessels east of Tacloban, distant about seventy miles4*, (Contact
E).

At 1359 (it was received by CRU[M" SIXTEEN at this time) he received word
that the SECOND Strikirg rorce had arrived at Mako at 0800 and expected to
coa.plete fueling and sortie preparations by 0800 the folloiing morning,
October 21st.**

* Material for Situation Estimates, 1ST Section, Naval General Staff,
October 1944, 'AMC Docurent 216764 (Microfilm).

* �Appended Chart I, Enemy Fleet Dispositions, October 20th, 1944, Detailed
Action Report Main Force, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th - 29th,
.1944, WDC Docl-nent 161005, NA 11744.

"*• Commander 2ND StrikirWg Force Dispatch 201040 October 144• to CinC
Combined Fleet, etc., Dcta.* led Action heport CRUD!V 16, S3lO Operation,
October 1ý7th - 27th, 1944, WDC Docwueuzt 161005, NA 11744.
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During the afternoon he received numerous dispatches, generally as an
information addressee, concerning (a) the counterlanding operations above
referred to and (b) the penetration operation as well. He also received a
1330 contact report on four escort carriers, two battleships, two cruisers
and six destroyers, bearing OPOP(T), distant eighty miles from Tacloban on
a southerly course, speed twenty (Contact F).*

In his review of the tasks assigned in DesOTDrd No. 363 issued by his
Chief of Staff that morning, Cinr Comb5ned Fleet, determined that the task
assigned to the Main Force required amplification in order to provide for
certain contingencies. It is apparent that he wished to nrovide the maximum
surface action force available in the event that either (a) the air attacks
scheduled for October 24th and, particularly t tl 9ll-out air attack to be me. C-
by the SIXTH Base Air Force againat the Allied carrl lt -r (i,) 4,
diversionary operations by the Main Force to lure the Allied carrier force
away from the objective area were successful in seriously reducing Allied
strength. The surface action forces of the Main Force would in that event
be utilized to augnent the other forces in the area; i.e., the FIRST Striking
Force, and possibly the SFOND Striking Force as well depending upon its
ultimate assignment, in order to insure the greatest possible destruction of
Allied forces.

In accordance with his wishes, his Chief of Staff at 1412 advised the
Chief of Staff Main Force that after the diversionary operations had been
completed CARDIV FOUR (HYUGA, ISE) and DESUIV's FORTY-OUNE and SIXTY-ONE
depending on the situation, might be detached from the Main Force and directed
to proceed immediately to the combat arei east of Samar to destroy eneW
rwmunants. He further advised the C eIf of Staff Main Force to keep this
tentitive plan in mind.**

Exactly how CinC Combined Fleet expected to carry out this plan is nat
clear because the diversionary plan for the Main Force called for that force
to lure 'he Allied carrier force to tne worth*** "without regard for its own
possible losses."4*** Thu.;, unle:ss the air attacks by land-based air and
carrier-based air (from the 'aln Aorce) succeeded In heavily damaging such

* Vice Admiral Matom. Ugaki, IJN, (Cii.TDIV 1), Personal Diary SFN5(fiOKV,
Niplon Shuppan Wyodo Kabushiki Kaisha, (Tokyo, March l'th, 1953), Volume
1i.

SCofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 201412 October 194. to CofS Main Force,
Detailed Action Report Main Force, SK) No. I Operation, October 20th -
29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
GiCnC Combired Fleet Dispatch 200813 Octoxder 1944 to Combined Fleet,
CinC 5outhern Army, Imperial (AH, China Area Fleet, etc., (Combined
Fleet Des3pC(rd No. 363)) War Diary BAT[IV 1, October 1944, WDC Document
161638• NA 11739.

SDetailed Action Report No. 2, YOIX), 311 No. I Operation, October 20th -
N8th, 1944, WDC Document 161007.
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Allied carrier force, it woald be practica.lly impossible for the Main Force
to evade the enemy carrier force,

In as much as he made no mention of the SECOND Striking Force, it seems
clear that he 'ad either decided not to return it to the Main Force or was
withholding any specific action pending further informtion on the extent of
counterlanding operations proposed.

At 1430 (it was received by CRUDIV SIXTEEM at this time) he received, an
an informtion addressee, a dispatch from the Chief of Staff SW Area Force to
COYAWDIV SIXTEEN wherein the Chief of Staff advised that commander that SW
Area Force headquarters was conferring with army headquarters concerned re-
garding the execution of mobile counterattack operations and requested an
immediate report from COMCRUDIV SIXTEF& as to landing craft and troop carrying
capacities.*

At 1515 (it was received by ISUZU at that time) he received word from
Commander Mobile Force that the Main Force had sortied as scheduled.** He
knew from this (a) the Main Force had departed the Inland Sea anchorages at
1300, was heading for Bungo Suido, (b) had the available aircraft on board
(most of which had been recovered that morning), and (c) was ready insofar
as practicable for battle.

At 1520 (it was received by CCMCRUDIV SIXTEEN at that time) he received,
as an information addressee, a dispatch from the Chief of Staff SW Area Force
to Commander SECOND Striking Force wherein the Chief of Staff (a) stated that(1) the headquarters of the SW Area Force was conferring with the NANJU MARU
and RAKUYO MARU concerning the execution of counterattack operations, and (2)
that Commander SW Area Force thought it adý isable for the SECOND Striking
Force headquarters to confer directly with the F)URTEFf'I Area Army concerning
details, arnd (b) consequently requested eith%r the transfer of the SECOND
Striking Force from Mako to Manila or the dispatch of a staff officer
immediately to Manila.***

S* CofS SW Area Force Dispat.ch 201340 October 1944 to CUMCRUDIV 16, info
CinC Gombined Fleet, Imperial Giit, (Navy Section), etc., Detailed Action
Report CRUDIv 16, SHO Operation, October 17th - 27th, 1944, WDC Document
161005, NA 11744.

" Comnmnder Mobile Force Dispatch 201349 October 1944 to CinC Comoined
Fleet, Detailed Action Report ISUZU, Battle off the Philippines,
October 20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Doctument 161(.07.

*'-- CofS SW Area Force Dispatch 201425 October 1944 to Coimnander 2RD Striking
Force, Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operation, October 17th -

27th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11714.
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Soon thereafter (at 1630-the time of receipt by COMDESRON ONE) he
received, as an information ad& essee, another dispatch from Commander SWArea Force to Commander SECOND ýtriking Force (a) cancelling orders for CRUDrV

TFENTY-ONE arid. DFMO ONE to stand by at Make and CRUDIV SIXTEEN to stand by
at Brunei and (b) directing that the SECOND Striking Force (including CRUDIVSIXTE) was to move henceforth as ordered by its commander.*

He could see that this dispatch had been issued so that Commander SECOND
Striking Force could control directly the counterattack operations and there-
by have freedom of action-in this regard---to move as the situation warranted.

Sometime during the afternoon he received intelligence information,**
presumably largely from Allied broadcasts but likely from prisoners or Fili-
pino agents as well, that:

(a) General MacArthur had landed four hours after the start of the landing
operations. Actually,he had landed at 1300 which was three hours after the
troop landing but at 1400 he had made a broadcast of his return.

(b) Four Arierican divisions had landed on Leyte. This was, in general,
correct but tJe Japanese FOURTH Air krmy, despite this, listed but three
divisions as of this date,*w* and the Japanese THIRTY-FIFTH Army, which was
charged with the defense of Leyte (as well as of the other Visayan Islands,
Mindanao and the Sulu Archipelago), stated that nor more than two divisions
had landed although a study of its reports shows that layer they had infor-
mation that four divisions had landed.*)**

(c) While supporting the Leyte landing the AUSTRALIA, flagship of the
Australian Navy, had been hit by a bomb, her "commander", Collins, wounded
and her "skipper" killed. This was incorrect***** since the AUSTRALIA was
not hit until the following day. Actually the ship hit on this day was the
HONOULU. It seems probable that the Japanese, learning on the following day
that the AUSTRALIA had been hit, confused this ship with the HONOLULU.

* 0Commander SW Area Force Dispatch 201428 October 1944 to CO9CCRUDIV 16,
Commander 2ND Striking Force, CinC Comb-ned Fleet, All Fleet and
Squadron Commands, SW Area Force (SW Area Force DesOpOrd No. 672), War
Diary DESRON 1, October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.

** Material for Situation Estimates, 1ST Section, Naval General Staff,
October 1944, WDC Document 216764 (Microfilm).

t** Daily Record of the War Situation, 4TH Air Army. GHQ, FEC, Special
Historical Collection, Supporting Documents to Gencralof the ArnW
Douglas MacArthur's Historical Report on Allied Operations in the
Southwest Pacific Area (Item 4, Footlocker 10 if 10, SWPA Series,
Volume II).

S*35TH Army Operations, 1944-45, Japanese Studies in World War II,
Special Staff, U.S. Army Historical Division,File 8-5, JS-ll, 851/1-l.

*** Actually the Unit Gotmander Wan Commodore John A. Collins, RAN, and
the Cowmanding, Officer wa3 Captain Emile F.V. Dechaineux, RAN.
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(d) A convoy had left New Guinea.. This was true but the conwoy had left
on October 18th or two days earlier ae thn report was delayed in transmission

or was made after the convoy had sailed.

(a) Pacific Fleet Headquarters had announced that Ulithi had been occupi-
ed September 21st - 22nd. This was approximately correct. Actually it was
occupied September 23rd.

(f) Aachen had been captured. This was correct. However, the German
Arzy Commander did not surrender until the following day.

THE ABOVE INTELLIGENCE WAS OF CONSIDERABLE IMPORTANCE TO THE JAPANESE

AND TO CINC COMBINED FLEET. IN THE FIRST PLACE IT ESTABLISHED THAT GENERAL
MACARTHUR HAD RETURNED TO THE PHILIPPINES. THIS WAS NOT EXPECTED SINCE THE
JAPANESE THOUGHT THAT LEYTE WAS IN ADMIPRAL NIMITZ'S AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY.*
SECONDLY, IT INDICA\TED THAT THE TROOPS IN LETTE (SIXTEENTH JAPANESE DIVISION)
UTRE TOO FE IN NUMBFR TO DEFai2D LEYTE ADEQUATELY SINCE FOUR ALLIED DIVISIONS
HAD BEEN LANDED AND THEIEFORE ADDITIONAL GROUND FORCES W= UitUFTLY
NECESSARY. THIRDLY, IT INDICATED THAT THE ALLIES WERE PLANNING TO LAND EVEN
GREATER FORCES SINCE ANOTHER CONVOY HAD LEFT NEW GUINEA. "°OURTHLY THE
CAPTURE OF AACHEN,WHICH WAS THE FIRST GERMAN CITY OF ANY S. ZE TO FALL TO THE
ALLIES, CLEARLY SHOWED THE JAPANESE HIGH COMNAND THAT THEI, GWMAN ALLY WAS
IN AN EVER DETERIORATING SITUATION.

About 1630 he received a report, source unknown, that at 1600 twenty
warships (battleshlps and others), seventy large ships and eighty smaller
craft and transports had been noted inside Leyte Gulf** (Contact G). As
regards the large ships, smaller craft and transports, it is of interest that

this report was exactly equal to the forenoon repcrts, i.e, a total of 150
ships.

At about 1700 he received a dispatch from the Chief of Staff Mobile Force
(to be hereafter referred to as Main Force) wherein the Chief of Staff,
rfalizing that it might be necessary to provide a "lure" from his own forces,

(a) indicated that the OYODO and either the ISE or HYUGA might be ordered to
carry out radio deception, (b) gave the characteristics of this radio

deception and (c) requested that Commander Main Force be kept immediately
informed at all times via Tokyo Number OWE Radio as to the effectiveness of
the above deception.***

* Daily Record of the War Situation, GH(, FEC, Special Historical
Collection, Supporting Documents to General of the Army Douglas

MacArthur's Historical Report on Allied Operations in the Southwest
Pacific Area (Item 4, Footlocker 10 of 10, SWPA Series, Volume II).

*• Material for Situation Estimates, IST Section, Naval General Staff,

October 194.4, WDC Document 216764, (Microfilm).
*"* CofS 'Mobile Force Dispatch 201630 October 1944 to CinC Combined Fleet,

Detailed Action Report KUWA, Battle off the Philippines, October 20th
26th, 1944, WDC Document 161717, NA 11801.
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This action by Commander Main Force showed CinC Combined Fleet that
CoewTander Main Force was fully conversant with the necessity for creating a
diversion employing only his own forces since it was quite probable that the
SECOND Striking Force would not be returned to him.

At about 1110 he received a 1640 report, source unknown, that five battle-
ships, ten old destroyers (or cruisers*) and twenty transports were in Leyte
Gulf** (Contact H). This report may have covered the same units which the army
reported at 1600 as consisting of five - six battleships and over twenty
destroyers and transports off Dulag and Tacloban exchanging fire with the
shore.*** These reports were referring, of course, to the Allied fire support
ships which were conducting call fire, all prearranged fires having been
completed.

SOMETIME DURING THE DAY HE ADVISED THE COMBINED FLEET THAT (A) THE COMPO-
SITION OF THE ENEXY TASK FORCE WHICH HAD ATTACKED FORMOSA WAS, FROM "POW
INTFEROGATION (EXCLUDING THAT PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED):

(1) First group: four carriers, three cruisers and eleven - twelve
des txfoyers.

(2) Second group: four carriers, two battleships (IOWA-class and NEW
JERSEY-class), five cruisers and sixteen destroyers.

(3) Third group: four carriers, five battleships (two SOUTH DAKOTA-class,
one ICWA-class and two NORTH CAROLINA-cJass), two cruisers and thilteen
destroyers.

(4) Fourth group: three - four carriers, one - two battleships (one SOUTH
DAKOTA-class and one NORTH CAROLINA.-cflss). tbo - three cruisers and twelve -
fifteen destroyers.

(5) Ttal strength: sixteen carriers, eight - nine battleships, twelve-
thirteen cruisers and forty - forty-five (sic) destroyers. (Actually, the
destroyers totaled a maxtbaum of fifty-six.) In addition, there were five
replacement carriers"*

and (b) there were, "in addition to the above in TF 38 the following eight
bAttleships which are directly attached to the THIRDFLT: COLORADO, TENNFESSEE,CALIFOfbNIA, NEVADA, NEW MEXICO, PENNSYLVANIA, TEXAS and ARKANSAS."*

THIS INFORMATION, AS POINTFD OUT BELOW, WAS NOT EXACT. IT WAS, HOWEVER,
FXACT ENOUGH TO PROVIDE AN ACCURATE PICTURE OF ALLIED NAVAL POWER.

C*lGBATDIV 1 recorded this contact as ten cruisers rather than ten old
destroyers. Vice Admiral Matome Ugaki, IJN (CaMBATDIV 1) Personal Diary
SENSOROKU, Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha, (Tokyo, March 15th,
1953), Volume II.

** Appended Chart I, Enemy Fleet Dispositions, October 20th, 1944, Detailed
Action Report Main Force, SHO No. I Operation, October 20th - 29th, 1944,
WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

*** Daily Record of the War Situation, 4TH Air Army, GHQ, FEC, Special
Historical Collection, Supporting Documents to General of the Army
Douglas MacArthur's Historical Report on Allied Operations in the South-
west Pacific Area (item 4, Footlocker 10 of 10, J-PA Series, Volume I1).
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Actually, referring to item (a) above, the groups on October l4th were
composed about as follows:

(1) First group (TG 38.1); four carriers, three cruisers, eleven
destroyers.

(2) Second group (TG 38.2): five carriers, two battleships, five
cruisers, seventeen destroyers.

(3) Third group (TG 38.3): four carriers, four battleships, four
cruisers, eight destroyers.

(4) Fourth group (TG 38.4)t four carriers, two cruisers, eleven
destroyers,

and referring to item (b) above, whereas it is true that these battleships
were a fundamental part of the Pacific Fleet, it is not true that they were
all with the THIRDFLT at this time. Instead, four of them (TENNESSEE,
CALIFORNIA, NEVADA, PENNSYLVANIA) and two others (MARYLAND, MISSISSIPPI) not
mentioned in item (b) had been temporarily assigned to COMSEVENI'HFLT for KING
II and at the present time were in Leyte OGulf as a part of TG 77.2.

WHY THIS INFORMATION, AND NOTABLY THAT CONCERNING TF 38 WHICH HAD BEEN
AVAILABLE FOR SOME TIME IN THE SIXTH BASE AIR FORCE AND MOST LIKELY IN TOKYO
AS WELL, WAS RELEASED AT THIS LATE DATE IS NOWHERE EXPLAIN&). COULD IT HAVE

BFE A TACIT ADMISSION BY THE JAPANESE HIGH COMMAND IN TOKYO THAT THEIR
CLAIMS OF DESTRUCTION OF ALAlED CARRIERS HAD BEEN FALLAUIOUS AND THAT THE
UNITS HER.E LISTED WERE THE UNITS WHICH WOULD MOST LIKELY BE ENCOUNTERED BY
THE DEFENDING JAPANESE FORCES? IS NOT THIS VIEW SUPPORTED BY THE STATEMENT
ATTRIBUTED TO COFMANDER FIRST STRIKING FORCE (MENTIONED EARLIER IN THIS
SBCTION) TO THE EFFECT THAT "THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE (ON OCTOBER 20TH)
KNEW THE ACCURATE COMPOSITION OF THE US. FORCE THROUGH THE CAPTURED
DOCUMENTS FROM CAPTURED PILOTS AND STATE4ENTS FROM THEM",* AND IS NOT THIS
VIEW REINFORCED BY THE FACT THAT THE COMPOSITION OF TF 38 AS REPORTED BY THE
POW'S IN CAR1RIERS (SIXTEEN) AND ESCORT CARRIERS (FIVE) WAS EXACTLY THE SAME

AS THAT CONTACTED ON THE PREVIOUS DAY (OCTOBER 19TH) LARGELY BY PLANES OF
THE FIFTH BASE AIR FORCE? IN OTHER WORDS, CINC COMBINED FLEET WAS NOW ADVIS-
ING HIS COMMANDERS--INDIRECTLY, IT IS TRUE-THAT THEY WERE BEING OPPOSED BY
THE WHOLE UNDAMAGED ALLIED CARRIER FORCE, THERIMY IMPLYING THAT THE AIR BATTLE
HAD BEM A FAILURE.

AS POINTE OUT IN VOLUME I, THESE PCW ITZERROGATIONS WERE OBTAINED IN
THE MAJOR PART, IF NO"ý ENTIRELY, FROM ONE OR MORE CAPTURED PILOTS.

Information compiled by Captain Toshikazu Obmae, ex--IJN, Japanese
Research Division, HQ, USAFFE, Military History Section, relating to
Penetration Operations of 1ST Striking Force, Battle for Leyte Gulf,

contained in HQ, USAFFE, Military History Section letter March 30th,
1954 to President, Naval Wazr College.
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THE INFORMATION THUS OBTAINR WAS Tfl4EY AND OF CONSIDERABLE VALUE TO THE

JAPANESE. WHAT MEANS THE JAPANESE EMPLOYED TO OBTAIN THIS INFORMATION IS NOT
KiAN BUT IT IS CLEAR ThAT THEY WERE SLRPRISINGLY SBCCESSFUL. HOW MANY
PIITS DIVULGED INFORMATION IS NOT KNOWN IUT IT SEEMS LIK11Y THAT THE MUMBER
WAS BUT A LDI!TED FEW FOR THE ORIGINAL DATA WAS REPORTED AS COMING FROM A
PILOT FROM THE WASP.* HCOEVER, ONE PILOT IS ENOU-i IF HE HAS THE INFOR1'ATION
DESIRED. THIS HIGHLIGHTS THP H1(M4 LY IMPORTANT FACT THAT:

SINCE UNSCRUPULOUS ENEMIFS HAVE MEANO OF FORCING INFORMATION OUT OF ALL
BUT THE HARDIEST, IT IS UNWISE TO BRI7F PERSONI*L ON OPERATIONS ANY MORE THAN
IS NECESSARY TO ENABLE THEK TO CARRY OUT INTELLIGENTLY THEIR ASSIGNED TASKS.
ALTHOUGH THIS AkFLi"S PARTICULARLY TO AIRCRAFT PIRSONNEL AND TO MHMBERS OF
UNDERWATER DEMOLITION TFI.MS WHO ARE MORE SUBJECT TO POSSIBLE CAPTURE THAN ARE
MOST NAVAL PERSONNEL, IT APPLIE3 WITH ALMOST EQUAL FORCE TO ALL NAVAL
PERSONNEL. OF COURSE, ANY INTELLIGENT MAN WILL ABSORB BY SIGHT AND HEARING
A GREAT DEAL OF GENERAL AND EVEN OF PARTICUlAR INFORMATION CONCERNING HIS OWN
SHIP, BASE OP UNIT. IT IS WISE THEREFORE TO RaDUCE THIS INFORMATION TO THE
MINIMUM, WHEN PRACTICABLE ArND SENSIBLE TO DO 50, AS I MAY ALSO BE DIVULGED
TO THE FNY. ON OCCASIONS, AS INDICATE1) ABOVE, IMFORI4ATION SO DIVULGED CAN
BE OF VITAL IMPORTANCE.

At 1712 CinC Combined Fleet, who had been studying the supply problem of
the Main Force, assigned two oilers (JINEI MARU and TAKANE MARU) to that
command.** He then at 1715*** and at 1745*** issued instructions--what these
were is not known-regarding the general movements of supply ships.

At 1802 he took direct command of the FIRST Striking Force.*** By so
doing he now had direct command over his two major surface forces--FIRST
Striking Force and Main Force. The SECOND Striking Force still rtmained under
Conmander S Area Force. It is considered for the purpose of this analysis
that thc Mobile Force as such was dissolved at this time.

* Volume I, Battle for Leyte Gull (Navllers91973), Naval War College,
1953, Chapter III, Section (e), Information of Composition of TF 38
from KVW.

** CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 201712 October 1944 to Main Force
(Combined Fleet DesOpOrd No. 480), Detailed Action Report Main Force,
SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005,
NA 11744.

*** CinC Combined Fleet Dispatches 201715 and 201745 October 1944 to
Cowmander Main Force (Combined Fleet DesOp)rds No. 479 and 481),
Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th -

29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
**** CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 201802 October 1944 to Cormanders Mobile

Force, 1ST Striking Force, SW Area Force and 2ND Striking Force
(Combined Fleet DesOpOrd No. 367), War Diary BATDIV i, October 1944,
WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.
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CINC COMBINED FLV.ET'S ASSUMPTION OF DIRECT COMAND WAS CORRECT AND LOGI-
CAL. HIS FORCES APPROACHING LEYTE WOULD BE OPERATING UNDER RADIO SILENCE, AND
AS POINteD OUT PREVIOUSLY BY C(MMANDER MOEBLE FORCE,* SHOULD PROPE1&LY BE UNDER
THE DIRECT COMMAND OF CINC GOMBINED FLEPT WHO WOULD BE SHORE-BASFJ) WERE ALL
CCHMAND FAUILITIES RWFRE AVAILABLE INCLUDING RADIO AND NOT UNDER COMANDER
MOBILE FORCE WRO, BEING AT SEA AS COMMANDER MAIN FORCE, ,0)ULD BE UNABLE TO
ADEQUATELY EXERCISE COMMAND.

IT SHOULD BE POINTED OUT HERE THAT CINC COMBINED FLEETr AALIZED THAT FOR
HIM TO COMMAND FROM HTYOSHI WOULD BE DIFFICULT AND WAS NOT IN ACCORDANCE WITH
COMBINEL FLEET DOCTRINE. THIS DOCTRINE PRESCRIbED THAT 'o.fl{E•ZE MAJOR FLFX:T
OPELATIONS WERE CENTERED AROUND THE OPERATIONS OF THE BASE AIR FORCES, WHICH
WAS TO BE THE CASE IN SHO ONE, CINC COMBINED FLEET 1YILL BE ASHORE AT THE MAIN
AREA OF OPEIRATIONS OR ABOARD HIS FLAGSHIP; HE WILL BE IN OVERALL COMMAND CF
OPERATIONS AND WILL PRESCRIBE THE STANDARU PROCEDURE REGARDING EXECUTION OF
OPERATIONS BY THE VARIOUS FORCES AND PARTICULARLY REGARDING CONTROL OF OPERA-
TIONS OF AIR FORCES, SURFACE FORCES AND SUBMARINE FORCGS.''** CIEARLf, THEN,
CINC COMBINED FLEET SHOULD HAVE BEEN AT SEA OR ASHORE IN MANILA. HE REALIZED,
OF COURSE, THAT HE COULD NOT EXERCISE EFFECTIVE COMMAND AT SEA FOR THE SAME
REASONS WHICH HAD FORCED COHMANDER MOBILE FORCE TO RECOMMEND THAT HE BE REý-
LIEVED OF THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE. WHY, THEN, WAS HE NOT ASHORE IN MANILA?
THE R&ESONS SE•M PLAIN; (A) HE COULD NOT SET UP HFADQUARTERS IN THE AREA OF
OPERATIONS UNTIL THAT AREA HAD BEEN DETERMINED, (B) THE DETERMINATION OF THE
AREA HAD NOT BEEN MADE UNTIL OCTOBER 18TH ALTHOUGH IT HAD BEEN SURMISED ON THE
17TH, (C) HE WAS NOT AVAILABLE TO MAKE ANY DECISION BECAUSE 1E WAS EN ROUTE
HIYOSHI, AND (D) THE TRANSFER OF HEADQUARTERS FROM HIYOSHI TO MANILA WOULD
TAKE TIME AND TIME WAS NOT AVAILABLE.

Hie only choice, then, ws to exercise command himself from Hiyoshi.

Although there is no evidence available to this effect, it seems likely
that, about this time, he received word from the local coast defense forces
that the Main Force had succeeded in sortieing from Bungo Suido on schedule
wittiout mishap and that there had been a number of submarine contacts (one by
a coast defense plane) during the sortie which gave an indication that possi-
bly the sortie had been observed by Allied submarines.

At about 1826, as an information addressee, he received a dispatch from
Commander SECOND) Striking Force to COMCRUI3IV SIXTEEN directing that commander,
in direct consultation with the FOURTEENTH Area Army, to move the first
reinforcements to Leyte.+*-*

* Mobile Force Headquarters Merrorandum Concerning Tactical Organization of
Mobile Force, September 10th, 1944, Department of tne Army, Historical
Division, Microfilm HS-26, Item A.

'" Combined Fleet Standing Order 81, Combined Fleet Doctrine 1943, Book ONE;,
Combat Chapter 1, Section C, Major Fleet Engagements, ATIS Doctunent No.
39, Part VII, June 3rd, 1945 (NACHI Dociunent).

S'** Commaajder 2... Ltrikinr Force D!;)ýnrtch 201'/5), October 1944 to WixCR1jU1V 16
(2ND 'Striking Force DesOpird No. R), War Djihrvy I)DEFON 1, O)ctober 1944,
WDC Documnent 161638, NA 11739.
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At about 1836, as an inforrtion addressee, he received a dispatch* from
the Chief of Staff SECOND Striking Force to Convridner SW Area Force setting
forth his opinions concerning the employment of the SECOND Striking Force.
These opinions were, in part, that he thought that (a) troop transport should
be carried out, by CRUDIV SIXTEEN concurrent with or shortly after the pene-
tration operation, (b) any involvement in the troop transport problem by
CRUDIV TWENTf-ONE and DESHON ONE, would be highly undesirable and (c) the
proper employment of the above forces was not in the counterlanding operation
but rather in the penetration operation immediately after the FIRST Striking
Force. This dispatch is set forth in full under "Operations of Commander
SECOND Striking Force, October 20th."

CinC Combined FleE, could see at this point that Commander SECO) Striking
Force was so convinced that his command should be employed in the penetration
operation and not in a counterlanding operation, that he was willing to go to
extreme lengths even to opposing not oaly Coomander SW Area Force' s orders as
given in his 201455, but also CinC Combined Fleet's instructions as given in
his DesOpOrd 362. He must therefore have watched with interest the reaction
of Commarnder 'M Area Forte to this dispatch.

At about 1853, as an inforriation addressee, he received COMCRUDIV
SIXTFEN's dispatch reply to Commander W Area Force's 201340 (a) giving the
number of boats, troops and cargo which could be carried in the AOBA, KINU
and URANAMI, and (b) stating that (1) owing to the heavy air opposition
expected it was essential to load and unload the troops and supplies in a
single operation, (2) the boat.-carrying capacity was inadequate, and (3)
additional boats at the loading and unloading points were necessary.**

At about 1921 he received a dispatch from Commander SECOND Striking Force
repoi-ting that CPUDIV TWENTY-ONE and DFSRON ONE would sortie from Mako at 0700
the following morning (October 21st) and would proceed south.*

At 2045 (it was received by COMCRUDIV SIXTEEN at this time) he received,
as an information addressee, a dispatch frow• the Chief of Staff SW Area Force
to Conmander SECOND Striking Force wherein the Chief of Staff stated that
CinC Southern Army had made a request to Central Headquarters that the SECOND

* CofS 2ND Striking Force Dispatch 21806 October 1914 to Commander SW
Area Force, Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, S31O Operation, October
17th - 27th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

** COMCRUDIV 16 Dispatch 201823 October 1941, to Conmarxier JV Area Force,
Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SRO Operation, October 17th - 27th,
1914, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

* Commander 2ND Striking Force Lispatch 201851 October 1944 to CiTC Co.m-.-
bined Fleet (2ND Striking Force SigOrd No. 134), War Diary BATDIV 1,
October 1.944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.
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Striking Force be directed to transport the SIXTY-EIGHTH Brigade presently in
Formosa for use in counterattack operations and that Commander SECOND Striking
Force was to bear this in mind.*

If he had any concern over the attitude of Commander SECOND Striking Force
relative to the Southern Army counterlanding operations, that concern was now
dispelled for it was plain that Commander SW Area F'crce had not forgotten this
task and was determined that Commander SECOND Striking Force should likewise
not forget it.

At about 2100 he likely received a dispatch from the Chief of Staff SIXTH
Baae Air Force to the Chief of Staff S.OP D Striking Force &equesting that
three destroyers be ordered to proceed immediately to Takao in accordance with
CinC Combined Fleet's earlier instructions.**

At about 2123 he received a dispatch from Commander Advance Expeditionary
Force wherein that conmander directed the fAr Submarine Group (1-26, 45, 54
56) --d the "B" Submarine Group (1-38, 41, 46, 53, RO-4i, 43, 46) to deploy in
certain specific areas, discussed under "Operations of Commcnder Advance
Expeditionary Force, October 2Oth".***

Sometime before 2138, since at that time Commander Main Force received the
dispatch, he received a dispatch from Imperial General Headquarters (Navy
Section) to the effect that the enemy had landed at two points on Leyte and
had occupied Panaon Island, the northern tip of Dinagat Island, and Hom.nhon
Island.*N** This was an accurate review of Allied operations although,
sturprisingly enough, no reference was made to the specific locations of the
landings on Leyte; i.e., Tacloban and Dulag.

At 2245 (it was received by COMCRUDIV SLITEEN at this time) he received,
as an information addresnee, a dispaLch from the Chief of Staff 3W Area Force

* eCoS SW Area Force Dispatch 201958 October 1944 to Conmander 20D
Striking Force, info CinC Combined Fleet, COMCRUDIV 16, etc.,
Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operation, October 17th - 27th,
1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 1174o.

** CofS 6TH Base Air Force Dispatch 202030 October 1944 to CofS 2ND
Striking Force, War Diary DESRON 1, October 1944, WDC Document
161638, NA 11739.

*** Coiw.fander Advance Expe',itionary Force Dispatch 202053 October 1'44
to Advance Force, Detailed Action Report BATDIV 1, SHO No. 1 Operation,
October 18th -- 28th, 1944, W)C Document 161005, NA 13.744.

~** Imperial GHQ (Navy Section) Dispatch (Date-Time-Group and Addressees
Unknown) received by Cormander Main Force at 202138 October 1944,
Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th -
29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
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to Imperial General Headquarters (Navy Sectior) (a) advising the Navy Section
that CinC Southern Army had requested Imperial General Headquarters (Army
Section) to make arrangements for the SECOND Striking Force to transport the
SIXTY-EIGHTH Brigade, presently in Foruoea, for counterianding operations, and
(b) stating that Commander SW Area Force did not approvi of this employment of
the SECOND Striking Force; rather, he considered it more aavantageous to
employ CRUDIV TW1TY-ONE and DESRON ONE as a support force in the decisive
battle operations. In this dispatch, the Chief of Staff SW Area Force also
stated that, since there was no other transport strength available in Formosa,
acceptance of CinC Southern Army's reqaest would involve serious risk of
losing the tactical opportunity ard was therefore considered infeasible. He
then announced that he was going to discuss the matter further with the CinC
Southern Army, but requested that Imperial General Headquarters (Navy Section)
weigh his recommendations in making any decision.*

IF HE HAD NOT DONE SO FIIRLIER, CINC COMBINED FLEET COULD NOW SEE FROM THE
TENOR OF THE DISPATCHES CONC-&qNING COUNTERLANDING OPerATIONS THAT THERE WAS A
MARKED DIVERGENCE OF OPINION BETWEEN COMMANDER Sd AREA FURCE AND CINC SOUTHERN
ARMY CONCERNING THE EMPLOMENT OF THE SECOND STRIKING FORCE. THAT THE DIVER-
GENCE OF VIEWS WAS TOO STRONG TO BE SETTLED BEW.EEN THE TAK) COMMANDERS WAS
EVIDELVED BY THE FACT THAT EACH HAD APPEALED DIRECTLY TO IMPERIAL GENERkL
HEADQUARTERS AND THAT IN SO DOING COMMANDER SW AREA FORCE HAD BYPASSED HIS
IXEDIATE SPERIOR (CINC COMBINED FLEET). THE DIFFERENCE APFEARS TO HAVE BEEN
SIMPLE. CINC SOUTHERN ARMY WISHED TO TRANSPORT THE SI(TY-EIGFTH BRIGADE FROM
FORMOSA TO LEYTE. BECAUSE THERE WAS NO OTHER SUITABLE FORCE IM1EDIATELY
AVAILABLE IN THS FORMOSA AREA, THIS WOULD MAKE NECESSARY THE USE OF CRUDIV
TWENTY-ONE AND DESRON ONE. COMMANDER SW AREA FORCE ON THE OTHIM HAND BELIEVED,
WITH COMMANDER SECOND STRIKING FORCE, THAT THESE UWIITS SHOULD NOT BE EMP~r C/
IN THE ABOVE FORMOSA - LEMTE OPERATION AT THIS TIME BUT SHOULD INSTE) rARTI-
CIPATE IN THE PENETRATI0N GUh'ION1. HE, THEREFORE, INSISTED TV'- CINC
SOUTHERN ARMY RESTRICT HIS FIRST ECHELON OF REINFORCFxFFT' *!: THE NUMBER OF
TROOPS THAT COULD BE TRANSPORTED BY OTHER FORCES AVAILABLE (CRUDIV SIXTEEN
PLUS SOME TRANSPORTS) AND ALSO TO TROOPS LOCATED NRER•NEA LEYTE SO THAT IT WOULD
BE UNNECESSARY TO EMPLOY IMMEDIATELY CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE AND DESRON ONE IN
COUNTERLANDING OPERATIONS.

CinC Combined Fleet. )f course, knew from Commander SX Area Force dis-
patches 201958 and 202137 previously referred to, that tht commarxier was
withholding action in the matter pending a decision fror brm or from imperial
General Headquarters (Navy Ssction). He undoubtedly realibed that an early
decision was necessary otherwise the opportunity to employ these naval forces
in the furtherance of either the army's or the navy's operations would be lost,
It seems likely therefore that he conferred with Imperial General Headquarters
(Navy Section) and madelts views, whatever they were, known to that head-
quarters.

* CofS SW Area Force Dispatch 202137 October 1944 to Imperial GHQ (Navy
Section), Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operation, October 17th -

27th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
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•.However, even Jf he supported the views of his Commander S Area. Force,which is highly probable since all naval forces available were required in

• the forthcoming penetrýation operations, it is doubtful if lie was optimistic.
liHe c:)idd rea-dily see, in view of the intelligence information referred to

Opreviosly, that there was a strong possibility that the army would now
consider that large numbers of troops would be required immediately to oppose

th, Allied divisions already landed.

On the other hand, there was also the possibility that, since the army
had so recently decided to defend Leyte with maximum strength, the above
troop reinforcements would not be ready for movement for some days. In this
event, the army might not oppose the suggested employment of CRUDIV TrENTY-
ONTE and DESRON ONE.

P[RHAPS THE ARMY REALIZED BY NOW THAT, SHOULD THE NAVY WIN A DECISIVE
SEA VICTORY, GROUND REI rFORCEMENTS COULD BE LANDED WTTHOUT DIFFICULTY, IN
WHICH CASE THE GRXOUND BATTLE AGAINST THOSE ALLIED FORCES WHICH HAD SUCCEEDED
IN LANDING WOULD BE SPFEDILY AND SUCCFSSFULLY TERMINATED.

S~It beems likely that about midnight CinC CombinedFleet received a dis-patch from the Minister of the Navy and the Chief of the Naval General Staff

jointly which stated:

"We have been greatly stirred by the action of the Comhined Fleet which
at the time the intensity of the enemy's counterattack was increasing daily
and the situation was gradually becoming critical, engaged the enemy's main
fleet in the waters ea-st of Taiwan (Fornrsa) and the Philippines and destroy-
ed a large part of the enemy. We would like to express here our heartfelt
appreciation and at the same time to pray for the continued valor of CinC
Combined Fleet :rid all his officers and men."*

A This disljatc.A, while it undoubtedly pleased him, must have been of
Sconsiderable concern to him because now he had ev.-vy reason to believe that

the aviators' claims had been heavily exr.ggerated and that far from destroy-
ing a large part of the enemy, they had _i - lity accomplished little, for
twer0,y--c)r- carriers aigi other large forces haJ been sighted on the previous
(lay and enemy landin, 's in strength under a pcwerful umbrella of Allied
car.iier--based airpower had occurred that day at Tacloban. He probably
wrnd(red whether this infornation was being made available to the Emperor.

* -Ministr of the Navy, Chief of Naval General Staff, Navy Secretarial
Disfritch 201855 October 1944 to CinC Combined Fleet, info Commanders
of All Fleets and Squadrons , Detailed Action Report HYUGA, SHO
Ope ration, October 20th - 29th, 19h4, WDC Document 161006, NA 12604.
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COM MOBILE FORCE
CWIAZA October 20%h

(1) Operations of Commander Mob I. Force, October 20th.

Commander Mobile Force remained in the ZUIKAKU at Oita and continued
preparations for departure that day. It will be recalled that, in addition
to the ZUIKAKU, he had with him at Oita the other three carriers of CARDIV
THREE (ZUIHO, CHITOSE and CHIYODA). The remaining units of his forces that
wera scheduled to depart. with him were in the vicinity of Yashima Anchorage.

At 0021 he released his DesOpOrd No. 62 which he had prepared the
previous evening to cover the situation should the SECOND Striking Force,
which at tha moment was approaching Mako, be returned to him, In this order
he stated that after the return of the SECOND Striking Force the Mobile Force
would follow the outline of the SHO Operation with the exception that:

*The SECOND Striking Force will advance to the area east of Luzon
Strait and will operate in conjunction, with the Main Force to divert enemy
task forces from the area east of the Philippines to the north, thereby
contributing to the success of the penetration attack of the FIRST Striking
Force. The SECOND Striking Force will also engage in mopping up eneay
remnants.

"1. The plan of movement of the Main Force is outlined in dispatch
.190831: The Main Force will advance to the area northeast of the Philippines
by X-1 or X-2 and will launch an air attack. (The date of the FIRST Striking
Force penetration is designated as Y-day).

"2. The SECOND Striking For e will advance to the area east of Luzon
Strait by X-2 "iid will divert the ei mr (resorting to radio deception) so as
to aid the success of the Main Forc -i flank air attack from the north.
Subsequently, it will operate as ad'• e guar- 1 for the Main Force,

"3. If a favorable opportunity arises, the Main Force and the SECOND
Striking Force will commit their entire strength in decisive battle against
a part of the enenq's forces.

"4. Depending on the enemy sitouation, the SECOND Striking Force may
be ordered to advance to the waters east of Luzon.

"5. Should a favorable situation develop, CARDIV FOUR and DESDIV's
FORTY-ONE and SIXTY-ONE will be incorporated in the SPCOND Striking Force to
permit a decisive engagement with eneny surface forces."*

THAT !NORTION OF THIS DISPATCH WHICH DIRECTED THE 5A';OND STRIKING
FORCE TO ADVANCE TO THE AREA I-AST OF LUZON STRAIT BY X-2 AND THERE TO DIVERT
THE ENEMY (RESLRTING TO RADIO DECEPTION) IN ORDER TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE SUCCESS

SConl*nder Mobile Force Dispatch 200021 October 1944 to Mobile Force
(Mobile Force DesOpArd No. 62), Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO
No. 1 Operation, October 20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Doctument 161005, NA 11744.
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OF THE MAIN FORCE'S FLANK ATTACK FROM THE NORTH IS OF SINGULAR INTEREST IN
THAT IT BEARS A MARKED RESE4BIANCE TO COMTHIRDFLT'S PLAN ISSUED ON OCTOBER
15TH. ON THAT DATE C-CMTHIRDFLT, WHO HAD PREVIOUSLY FOREM TG 30.3 AROUND
THE DAMAGED CRUISERS CANBERRA AND HOUSTON, DIRECTED CTG 30.3 (A) TO PROCEED
TOWARD ULITHI, (B) TO REPRESENT EN ROUTE THE "BEATEN REMNANTS" OF THE
THIRDFLT, AND (C) TO GIVE CREDENCE TO THIS IMPRESSION BY TRANSMITTING FRE,-
Q(ENT URGENT DUMMY MESSAGES IN ORDER TO APPEAR DESPERATE.* IN EACH CASE, A
MINOR FORCE WAS DESIGNED AS A LURE IN ORDER TO ATTRACT A MAJOR ENFM4Y FORCE
INTO A DISADVANTAGEOUS POSITION WHERE IT COULD BE SUCCESSFULLY ATTACKED BY A
STRONG FORCE OPERATING IN SUPPORT OF THE LURE.

IT IS CONSIDERED THAT THE PLAN ABOVE PROPOSED FOR THE SECOND STRIKING
FORCE TO ACT AS A LURE FOR THE RAIN FORCE WAS SOUND. IT WOULD PERHAPS HAVE
BEEN PREFERABLE TO HAVE HAD THE SECOND STRIKING FORCE REJOIN THE MAIN FORCE
FORMATION AND RELIEVE THE FOUR MATSU-TYPE DESTROYERS (MAKI, KIRI, SUGI AND
KUWA) WHICH HAD SHORT CRUISING RADII (2500 MILE AT TWFNTY KNOTS)** AS WELL
AS A MAXIMUM SPEED OF BUT 27.8 KNOTS,*r* THUS INCREASING THE OVERALL MOBILITY
OF THE MAIN FORCE. HOWEVnNI, AS HAS BEEN POINTED OUT IN VOLUME II,(** OWING
TO THE FACT THAT THE SECOND STRIKING FORCE WAS AT SEA, EN ROUTE TO MAKO, IT
WAS SCARCELY POSSIBLF FOR THE SECOND STRIKING FORCE TO REJOIN THE MAIN FORCE
BECAUSE (A) THE FUTURI MANEUVERS INCIDET TO ENTICING THE ALLIUD CARRIIER
FORCE TO THE NORTHFAST COULD NOT BE FORFAST WITH DEFINITE AS&TRAI.'L NOW OR
LATER, AND (B) ONCE HE HAD SORTIED, IT WAS LIKELY THAT HE COULD NOT BREAK
RADIO SILENCE TO DESIGNATE A RENDEZVOUS LEST HE GIVE AWAY HIS POSITION
PREVATURELY TO THE ENI2Y. THE ACCURACY OF THESE COMMENTS WILL BE SHOWN4 LATER
WHEN THE MOVEMI;/NTS OF THE MAIN FORCE ARE DISCUSSED.

During the early forenoon he likely received most of the reports
which were received by CinC Combined Fleet. Among these were reports that
at 0610 the Allies had landed at Tacloban and the the central Philippines
had been hit by Allied aircraft.

At 0925 he issued instructions regarding radio deception measures to
be taken by his cowrharnd. Unfortunately, this dispatch is not available to
this study, although reference to it, is made in ZUIHO's action report.****

* COM3RDFLT Dispatch 150256 October 1944 to CTG 30.3.
** Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. I Operation, October 20th -

29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
***4 Japanese Naval Vessels at the End of the War, April 25th, 1945,

Administrative Division, 2ND Demobilization Bureau (Compiled by
Sbizno Fukui, Constructor Lieutenant Coimander, ex-IJKN).

"~ Volume II, Battle for Leyte Gulf (NavPers 92194), Naval War College,
1955, Chapter VI (A) (1), OpeNriton3 of Comrnander Mobile Force,
October 19th.

**** Corrnxander Mobile Force Dispatch 290025 October 1944, apparently to
Mobile Force, info All. Fleet and Squadron Conmnanders Combin,-d Fleet,
Detailed Actl,ýn Report ZUIHO, 3110 i Operation, October 20+b - 25th,
194L., WDC Document 161008.
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A t 0930 he informed all principal commanders of the Combined Fleet,
and askeu them to disseminate it thoroughly, that the Main Force (CARDIV
THREE, composed of four carriers, the HYUGA, ISE, OYODO, two light cruisers
and eight destroyers) would sortie Bungo Suido at 1800 October 20th and would
r.hen proceed to the south as follows:

(a) 0600 October 21st, Latitude 290 -151N, Longitude 1330-46'E.

(b) 0600 October 22nd, Latitude 250 -23'N, Longitude 1290 -15'E. During
this day the coimmand would be replenished at sea.

(c) 0600 October 23rd, Latitude 220-10'N, Longitude 1270-O0'E. After
passing through this point, which was about 350 miles northeast of Cape
Ergano, the Main Force would proceed to the eastward of Luzon Strait. He re-
quested care in the recognition of friendly ships in t arying out searches and
defensive patrols to the eastward.,

The track was well chosen in that it was between the outer limit of
the air searches from the Marianas and the normal operating areas of the
subm•rine3 in the Nansei Shoto (MARU MORGUE) area. Thus, unless he was
detected on sortie, there was an excellent possibility that he would succeed
in moving into CONVOY COLLEGE undiscovered. It is clear from Plate XXIV that
the Japanese knew or estimated that Allied air searches from Saipen were
normally to a radius of 1000 miles, which was correct, They also seemed to
be familiar with the eastern limits of the submarines operating in the Nansei
Shoto (MARU MORGUE) area.

Commander Mobile Force stated in his action report that he had origi-
nally intended to follow Sortie Route ONE but had changed his mind after
sortieing because of later submarine information. However, the above dis-
patch, which was issued prior to sortie, shows that he really had not intended
to follow Sortie Route ONE. Instead, he had planned to follow a track between
Sortie Route ONE and Sortie Route TWO for the first day and then a track to
the westward of Sortie Route ONE for the following days. As will be discussed
later, his final tracks were neither of the above routes, but, as Rhown on
Plate XXIV, were to the eastward of both these tracks. The above routes ONE
and TWO were two of the three original sortie routes de.lgriated in the basic
31O Plan.S**

At about 1009 he received the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet's dispat..h
advising all commands that, because of surprise air attacks on unexpected
areas, he believed the Allies were carrying out air patrols over a wide area

SCofS Mobile Force Dispatch 200930 October 1944 to All Commands, Detailed
Action Report No. 2, OYODO, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th - 28th,
1944, WDC Document 161007.
Chart attached to Commander Mobile Force Operation Order No. 76, August
10th, 1944, ATIS Document No. 39, Part I, April 22nd, 1945 (NACHI
Document ).
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CON MOBILE FORCE
October 20th

employing fighter planes in groups of four and, therefore, it was necessary
to excise caution at all times even when attacking the Allied carrier
force.*

At about 1215 he learned that CinC Combined Fleet had returned to his
headquarters at Hiyoshi.*•

At 1349 he advised CinC Combined Fleet that the Main Force had sortied
from the Inland Sea as scheduled.***

During the afternoon he received CinC Combined Fleet's long delayed
overall plan which direeted in part that the Combined Fleet, in conjunction
with the army, would eam oy its full strength to annihilate the enemy attack-
ing the central Philippines, and then assigned tasks to the principal cozand-
rer. He observed that in so far as the Main Force was concerned, (a) X-day

had been delayed to October 25th and (b) the Main Force would, in cooperation
with the penetration of the FIRST Striking Force, maneuver in an area east of
Luzon so as to divert the enemy to the north and, if a favorable opportunity
arose, was to attack and destroy hi"*l**

He could see from these orders that the Main Force's orders were, in
general, similar to those heretofore issued, in that in cooperation with the
penetration of the FIRST Striking Force he was still to maneuver so as to
divert the enemy to the north or northeast and, if a favorable opportunity
arose, he was to attack and destroy the enem.

However, there was one very important change. This was the delay of
X-day from October 24th to October 25th. Since he had scheduled the Main
Force to sortie from Bungo Suido on Octobe~r 20th he now had to decide whether
the sortie should be delayed one day to conform to the new X-day. He decided
to continue as originally scheduled. The reasons seem clear. He had noted
that TF .38, which had been operating (a) on October 17th in mean Latitude
20°-CO'N, and (b) on October 18th and 19th in mean Latitude l°-306N, could
be expected to move farther south to give more direct support to the Allied

* CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 200939 October 1944 to All Air Groups,
etc., War Diary 101ST Air Flotrlla, October 1944, WDC Document 160304,
NA 12542.

* CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 201145 October 1944 to All Fleet and
Squadron Commanders, Detailed Action Report BATDIV 1, SHO 1 Operation,
October i8th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

SComavuier Mobile Force Dispatch 201349 October 1944 to CinC Combined
Fleet, Detailed Action Report No. 3, YAIATO, SRO No. 1, Antkair and
Surface Actions, October 17th - 2Wth, 1944, WDC Document 1.61639.

***s CinC Combined Fleet. Dispatch 200613 October 1944 to Combined Fleet,
CinC Southern Armi, Imperial GHQ, China Area Fleet, etc., (Combined
Fleet DesOpOrd No. 363), War Diary BATDIV 1, October 1944, WDC
Document 16163e, NA 11739.
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landing operations at Le.te which had commenced that day. Therefore,, sirae
he would probably be forced to mve farther south than he had antioipatwA
when he originally set his day of departure as October 2Oth, he could now see
that it might be dangerouw to delay his sortie another day since this might
*dveriely affect the suocessful accomplishment of his diversion objective.

Also during the afternoon, he likely received the Chief of Staff
Combined Fleet dispatch to Conuander FIRO? Striking Force in which a double
penetration of Leyte Gulf was suggested for conuideration.* Although this
was a new concept which, if made effective, would entail a considerable change
in plans for the FIRST Striking Force, he took no action because it was clear
that it would not affect the planned operations of the Main Force.

By 1600, since it was very important that he be constantly informed

of Allied forces in the Philippine operations, it is likely that he knew that
twenty warships (battleships and others), seventy large ships and eighty small
chips ar4 transports were inside Leyte ft.**

At 1630 his Chief of Staff advised CinC Combined Fleet that, in order
to divert and lure the enemy, it might be necessary to order the O0ODO and
either the ISE or HYUGA to carry out radio deception. He further gave the
methods, the frequency, the call letters and the code to be employed, and
requested that he be inf6rned of the effectiveness of his deception by Tokyo
Number ONE Radio.i

As pointed out under "Operations of CinC Combined Fleet, October 20th"
"the Mobile Force was dissolved at 1802 and, therefore, will be dropped from
further discussion.

(a) Operations of FIRST Striking Force, October 20th.

At midnight the FIRST Striking Force less the destroyers MICHISHIO,
WWAKI, AKUSHIO and•kYASHI14O plus CRUDIV SIXTEEN, all operating under radio
silence, was steaming on course O070(T), making a speed of advance of sixteen

knots and zigzagging. At this time it was about 3090 (T), distant 165 miles
from Brunei.

* CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 201006 October 194 (Addressees UJkown3,
inforation compiled by Captain Toshikazu Oimse, ex-IJN, Japanese
Research Division, HQ, USAFFE, Military History Section, relating to
Penetration Operations of 1ST Strikirkg Force, Battle for Leyte Oulf,
contained in HQ, USAFFS, Military History Section letter March 30th,
1954 to President, Haval War College.

* Material for Situation Estimates, 15T Section, Naval General Staff,
October 1944, WID Document 216764 (Microfilm).

** CofS Mobile Force Dispatch 201630 October 194; to CinC Combined Fleet,
Detailed Action Report KWA, Battle off the Philippines. October 20th -

26th, 19"t, W"C Document 161717, KA 11801.
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The MICHISHIO and NOWAKI plus the ETOROFJ were escorting the

oilers YUHO MARU and HAKKO MARU (Brunei Fueling Group) from Singapore to
Brunei where they were to fuel the FIRST Striking Force. The oilers were
alow and therefore the fueling group was not scheduled to arrive until the
following day, October 21st.

The AJISHINO and HAYASHIMO which had been temporarily operatlng
under orders of Commander SW Area Force but had been returned to Commander
FIRST Striking Force October 18th were en route from Manila and were due to
arrive Brunei Bay that forenoon.

CRUDI• SIXTFEN which since October 18th had been assigned to
Conmender SECOND Striking Force,* had continued on with the FIRST Striking
Force until arrival at Brunei where CCHCRUDIV SIXTEEN was to await orders for
counterlanding operations.e*

Shortly after midnight the FIRST Striking Force commenced changing
course to 1300(T) in accordance with dispatch instructions issued at 1903 the
previous day.,

Sometime after 0338 Comnander FIRST Striking Force appears to have
received, presumably by distress signal, a report that, at that time, the
cargo ship UGO NARU in SAMA-13 convoy en route Brunei Bay to Singapore had
been torpedoed and sunk by submarine attack in Latitude 040 -45'N, Longitude
J13 -30I*** * (bearing 255 0 (T), distant 100 miles from Brunei). (Contact A).
This sink•rg had been effected by the Allied submarine HAMMEPJiEAD which was
stationed in the southwest approachee to Brunei Bay.

While his -hought process with relation to this contact is not
known, it is believed Lhat he reasoned somewhat as follcws:

SCofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 181101 October 1944 to Commanders InT
Striking rrce, Main Force, 2ND Striking Force, (Combined Fleet

DesOpOrd No. 359), Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operation,
October 17th - 27th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, KA 11744.

SConmander SW Area Force Dispatch 181540 October 1944 to Commander 2ND
Striking Force, (X"CRUDIV 16, info CinC Combined Fleet (SW Area Force

Dea)pOrd No. 662), War Diary DEWI0N 1, October 1944, WDC Document
161638, NA 11739.

SCommander IST Striking Force Visual Dispatch 191903 October 1944 to

IST Striking Force, Detailed Action Report BATDIV 1p SHO No. 1.

Operation, October 18th - 28th, 194, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
S*Detailed Action Report 901ST Air Group (Kiri Detachment), October

1944, WDC Document 160369, NA 12366.
SWar Patrol Report HAMKWFAD, Report of 2ND War Patrol, No Serial,

November 2nd, 1944.
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CCK FIRST STRIKING FORCE
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He had every reason to expect 3bmarine action against both the
FIRST Striking Force and the Brunei Fueling Group as they approached Brunei
Bay. This was so for he had already encountered a possible submarine on
October 18the and again at 1800 on October 19th,** the latter being considered
likely a true contact.e** This possibility of submarine action presented a
serious situation, for his FIRST Striking Force was of only limited btrength
relative to the Allied forces already sighted off the Philippines and he there-
fore could not afford to have any of his major ships so damaged as to prevent
their continuation toward Leyte with the FIRST Striking Force. On the other
hand it was of primary importance that the fueling group a,-rive at Brunei Bay
on schedule in order that the penetration operation could be accomplished on
October 25th as platned.

He realised that he was confronted with a problem of considerable\
importance relating both to the safety of the FIRST Striking Force ar4i of the
Brunei Fueling Group. He had previously estimated that the latter group was
approaching Bunei Bay at about nine knots.**** Therefore, he could reacnly
estimate that at 0338 (a) the fueling group was in Latitude 030 -39'N, Longi-
tude 109o-56'E, or about 220 miles from the point of sinking where it could
arrive in about twenty-four hours, and (b) his own command was about 120 miles
from Brunei.

What then should he do? Should he maintain the screening forces
for the PIRST Striking Force intact until he had arrived at Brunei or should
he detach some of the screening forces to join the fueling group as soon as
possible?

He estimated the situation and clearly arrived at the opinion
that:

(1) His fueling group was so far away (275 miles) that even should
he detach destroyers now from the FIRST Striking Force they could not reach the
fueling group before dawn.

* Detailed Action Report No. 3, YAMATO, SHO No, 1 Antiair and Surface
Actions, October 17th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161639.

• Appended Track Chart, 0100 October 1Sth, 1944 - 0000 October 29th,
1944, Detailed Action Report TONE, %10 Operation, (Battle off the
Philippines), October 24th - 26th, 194A, WDC Document 161747.

*** Vice Admiral Matome Ugaki, IJN, (COMBATDIV 1), 1erosonal Diary SENSMORKU,
Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha, (Tokyo, March 15th, 1953),
Volume II.

***# This speed of nine knots is obtained trom the fact that at 1025
Co.mmander 1ST Striking Force stated that the fueling grnup would arrive
at Brunei at 1700 October 21st. (This dispatch will be discussed later).
Since the time of departure froan Eastern Singapore Strait (Pedra Branca
Light) had been 1000 October 18th it was clear that the fueling group
would be unierway about seventy-nine hours. The distance from Singapore
Strait to Brunei was 711 miles. This gave an e:cpected speed of advance
of about nine knots.
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(2) The submarines during daylight hours would be kept umerged
by aircraft from Miri, in which case the three escorts presently with the
fueling group would be sufficient.

(3) He should be in Brunei Bay by 1200* (about eight and one half
hours) at which time the fueling group would be about 145 miles from the point
of sinking.

(4) Upon arrival at Brunei Bay he could detach destroyers which at
twenty-five knots could join the fueling group at about 1900 October 20th or
some 9.3 hours (or eight-four miles) prior to its arrival at the point of
sinking.

In view of the above he decided to retain his screening forces
intact.

It is believed that this was the correct decision. His FIRST
3triking Force would likely 1- in submarine waters loag before the fueling
group and therefore required the maxinmm protection. While the fueling group
also required maxi.mum protection it seems correct to say that it was at this
time in considerably less danger, based on the known situation, than was the
FIRST Striking Force.

While making the above estimate Commander FIRST Striking Force
possibly at about 0437, learned, also presumably by some form of distress
slgnal, that at 0433, a submarine in the same general area in which the UGO
MAMW had been sunk, had sunk another cargo ship, the OYO MARU out of the same
convoy. 4* (Contact B). This ship was also msnk by the HAMHFMERAD.***

He could now estimate from previous experience, that the UGO MARU
convoy would be the attraction for the Allied submarines in the area, at least
during the remainder of the night, and therefore the Brunei Fueling Group
would less likely be a target. In view of this he probably felt that the
losses suffered by the UGO KARU convoy, although most unfortunate, were
actunlly a blessing for he was now alerted to the fact that (a) Allied subma-
rines were operating in the approaches to Brunei, (b) one or more was operat-
ing in the waters through which the Branei Fueling Group was to pass and (c)
since to divert the oilers from their prearranged track adequately might delay

* This was the actual time of arrival at Brunel, which he could, of course
have forecast (Detailed Action Report, 1ST Striking Force, SHO Opera-
tions, October 16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA 11839).

11*, Commander MST Striking Force Visual Dispatch 201425 October 1944 to
CHUDIV 7 (1ST Striking Force SigOrd No. 142), Detailed Action Report
BATDIV 1. smO No, 1 Operation, October 18th - 28th, 194, WWC Document
161005, NA 11744.

"• " War Patrol Report HA/MEMiEAD, Report of 2ND War Patrol, No Serial,
November 2nd, 1944.
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them overumch, and would force him to break radio silence, he was forewarned
to the need for giving this convoy added protection before it arrived in what,
at the moment, was a danger area. He likely was impressed with the operations
of fortune for it was clear that had the UGO MARU convoy not been in the a---ea,
the fueling group might well have become the first target of the attacking
submarines. Now he was prepared to do his utmost to prevent any attacks
whatsoever.

At about 0700 he crossed the 100 fathom curve and continued on
until 0918 when, as he approached Brunei he directed his commanders to proceed
into the harbor independently. He did this because the entranc. through the
reef was some forty miles from the anchorage and because the channel was very
narrow in some places. It is assured that a number of destroyers remained in
the vicinity of the channel entrance as an antisubmarine screen.

At about 0845 he appears to have received an 0815 contact report
on six escort carriers and four battleships in Latitude 100-401N, Longitude
1270 -OO'E9H (Contact C). However, it is possible that he did not receve this
report until the following day.***

At 0930 the AKISHIMO and HAYASHIKO arrived at Brunei Bay from
Manila and anchored.****

At 1012 his Chief of Staff received % dispatch from the Chief of
Staff Combined Fleet warning that large Allied aircraft might be operating in
the vicinity and requesting that he enforce strict vigilance against them.
***** He had already taken prescribed defensive measures. These included
(a) picket boat patrols of the anchorage by landing barges of the battleships,
augmented by destroyers, (b) air patrols by cruiser aircraft,****** and (c)

* Detailed Action Report No. 3, YAMATO, SHO No. 1 Antiair and Surface
Action, October 17th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161639.

** Appended Chart I, Enemy Fleet Dispositions on October 20th, Detailed
Action Report Main Force, SHO No. 1 Operations, October 20th - 29th,
1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
Vice Admiral Matome Ugaki, IJN, (COMBATDIV 1), Personal Diary
SFNS0ROKU, Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabuohiki Kaisha, (Tokyo, March 15th,
).953), Volume II.

**** War Diary AKlS&IMO, October 1944, WDC Document 161636, NA 11973.
SCofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 200859 October 1944 to CofS FIRST

Striking Force, SW Area Force, 5TH Base Air Force, Detailed Action
Report No. 3, TAMATO, SHO No. 1 Antiair and Surface Action, October
17th - 28th, 19"4, WDC Document 161639.

N XMCfRUDIV 7 Visual Dispatch 191710 October 1944 to CRUDIV 7, info
ATAGO, TAMATO, NAGATO, War Diary CRUDIV 7, October 1944, WDC
Document 161638, NA 11739.
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radar searches from one hour before sunrise until thirty minutes after sun-
down.* He now studied the situation to see what addiLicnal measures were

At 1025 he issued his fueling plan. This plan was based on the
assumption that the two oilers voulO not arrive at Brunel at 1100 October
21st as scheduled** but ruld arrive instead at 1700. Ships were to be fueled
as follows:

(a) Prior to the arrival of the oilers; (1) DESRON IWO from
YAMATO, (2) DEMRON TEN less MICHISHIO 2nd "MWAKI plur CHOKAI from MUSASHI,
(3) ATAGO and TAKAO from MAYA, (4) MYOKO and HAWRO from MOGAMI, (5) KUMANO,
S3ZUYA and CHIJWMA from TONE.

(b) After the arrival of the two oilers; the MICHISHIO from the
KONGO, the NWAKI from HARUNA, the MUSASHI and MOGAMI from HAXKO MARU, the
YAMATO and MAYA from YUHO MARU.

(c) The fueling of the remaining battleships, NAGATO, FUSO,
YAMASHIRO, KONGO and HARUNA was to be ordered later.*"

It will be observed that there was no provision in this plan for
fueling (a) CRUDMV SIXTEEN because (1) she was under another command and
coald make her own arrangements and (2) she was to remain at Brunei temporar-
ily and would likely not sortie at the same time as the FIRST Striking Force,
and (b) AKISHIMO and HAYASHIMO, which fueled with DESN TWO which they
rejoined.

The time of 1.700 given in the above dispatch is most baffling.
There is no information whatsoever which indicates where Commander FIRST
Striking Force obtained the 1700 time of arrival for the Brunei Fueling
Group, which time of arriral, as will be shown later, was erroneous.
Actually, as will. be shown later, the group was almost exactly on schedule
(1100) as originally planned. That he had obtained it from some responsible
scurce and believed it is clearly evident from his 1425 dispatch to CO4CRUDIV
SEVEN wherein he advised that the Brunei Fueling Group would paes through a
point bearing 2750 (T), distant thirty-two miles from Point Baram at 0400 the
following morning. Naturally, it had an effect on his planning and may have
been in part accountable for the long time it took t.o prepare his movement
plan for the penetration operations.

S- CLMD1SRON i0 Visuai Dispetch 191700 October 1944 to DESRON 10, War
Dlar-y OF-WN 10, October 1944, WDO Document 161638, NA 11739.

' *• WOMDESMIV 4 Dispatch ]721245 October 1944 to Commander 1ST Striking
Force, War Diary DFSRON 10, October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA
11739.

SCommander IST 3trikir.R Force Visual Dispatch 201025 October 1944j to IST Striking Force, (1ST Striking Force Sig-)rd No. 83), Detailed
Action Report, BATDIV I, SMO No. 1 Operation, October 18th - 28th,
1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 1174.
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At 1112 he directed CONDESRON TEN to reinforce itmediately the
surface escort of the Brunei Fuelin. Group by two destroyers.* COMDESON TEN
then iesignated the ASAGUMO and YAMAGUMO to comply. and at 1150 these destroy-
ere, depart ed to rendezvous with that group.*•N

Sometime during the forenoon he received information of consider-
able intirest since it concerned Allied forces inside Leyte Gulf which he
might be forced to engage. This information was to the effect that fourteen -
fifteen battleships and cruisers, seven large carriers (CV) and fifty small
ships and craft had been sighted near Leyte Island; eighty transports and
twenty small ships and craft (about three divisions) near Samar Island.***

Meanwhile, at 1200 units of the FIRST Striking Force commenced
arriving at Brunei,**** and by 1230 the larger portion was at anchor. AA
Alert Number TIRf was sent. Egineroom standby was set as follows: (a)
daytime-sixteen knots on thirty minutes notice; (b) nighttime-sixteen knots
on two hours notice.*I***

Fueling of the lighter wits was commenced immediately from the
heavy units.

Upon his arrival at Brunei it seems highly probable that Commander
FIRST Striking Force Jearned that the fueling group was not being given anti-
submarine protection by Miri-based planes for at 1300 he directed the YAHAGI
and JESMIRO to provide immediately one plane each for such protection, gave
the base course of the fueling group as 0700 (T), and, in order to anintain
radio silence, stated that when the fueling group was sighted its position was
to be reported to the reinforcement destroyers (ASAGLJO and YAMAGUO) by
dropping a message container on the deck of the destroyer flagship.W*W***

At 1325 he alerted his command to dthe danger of large eneMy air-
craft.

SCommander 1ST Striking Force Visual Dispatch 201112 October 1944 to
CODESRON I10 (1ST Striking Force Special SigOrd No, 140), War Diary
DESMON 10, October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.
War Diary DESRON 10, October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.
'Vice Admiral MaTome Ugaki, IJN, (COMBATDIV 1), Personal Diary
SFLNSROKU, Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisýa, (Thkyo, Mar-'h 15th,
1953), Volume I1.

S*Detailed Action Report BATDIV 1, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 18th -

28th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA -1744.
* Commander 1ST Striking Force Visual Dispatch 201149 October 1944 Zo

1ST Striking Force, War Diary BATDIV 1, October 1944, WDC Document
161638, WA 11739.

SCommander 1ST Striking Force Visual Dispatch 201300 October 19"4 to
YAHAGI, NOSHIdO, (IST Striking Force Special SigOrd mo. 141), Detail-ad
Action Report BATDIV 1, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 38th - 28th,
1944, WDC Dýcument 161005, NA 11744.
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At 1359 he received a dispatch from Commander SEGON Striking
Force announcing his arrival at Mako at 0800 that morning and stating that his
fueling and nortie preparations were expected to be completed by 0800 the
following morning.*

At 1405 he was advised by CC4DESRON TEN as to the plans for operat-
ing the north picket shipe.**

At 1410 he directed the command that, while at the anchora&f , com-
plete radio silence would be in effect except as regards urgent and unaviodable
communications by aircraft and enemy sightings by picket boats.***

At 1425 he advised COMMRUDIV SEVEN and all squatdrons that the 0437
position of the enemy submarine was bearing 2750 (T), distant thirty-two miles
from Point Baran, and that the fueling grzoup would pass through vicinity as of
04.00 the following morning. (This dispatch, as pointed out earlier, confirms
his expected time of arrival for the Brunei Fueling Gr-oup as 1700). He then
directed COMCRUDIV SEVEN to make a sweep attack against this submarine employ-
ing night radar equipped aircraft.a

in accordance with this order COMCHUDIV SEVEN directed his ships
to make such a search commencing with the KUMANO plane which was to reach the
objective area at 2000. Planes of the other three cruisers were to follow at
two hour intervals. Each plane was to search an area sixty miles in radius
from a point bearing 285 0 (T), distant •.hirty-two miles from Point Baraa. In
order that a day search of this area might be made C(WGRUDIV SEVEN further
directed that the KUMAN??( ds1patch a rzecornnaissance seaplane at 1700 to searcih
the areao*.*

At 1533 Commander FiR-31 Striking Force received CiAC Combined
Fleet's dispatch 200813 which gave the long awaited overall plan which, among

* Commander 2ND Striking Force Dispatch 201040 October 1944 to CinC
Combined Fleet, etc., Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, q'10 Operation,
October 17th - 27th, ]9'.4, WDC Document 161005, MA U1744.

** COMILEb N 10 Visual Disp-. .ch 201405 October 1944 to Commander 1ST
Striking Frrce, C'MBATEI' 1, Detailed Action Report BATDIV 1, SHO No.
1 Operation, Octobh.r 18th 28th, 1944, WDC 161005, NA 11744.

*** Commander 1ST St,-11'O.ng Fo:ce Visual Dispatch 201410 October 1944 to IST
Striking Force, Drtalled Action ReT.ort BATDIV 1, SHO No. 1 Operation,
October 18th - 20th, 1944, WDC Drcument 161005, NA 11744.

*W** Commander IST Strikling Force Visual Dispatch 201425 October 1944 to
CO14CRMDIV 7 Defal.Ied At -ton Report 5ATDIV 1, SHO No. 1 Ooeration,
October 1ithi - 28th 1',4, WVC Document 161005, NA 11744.

S*COMCRUDIV ' Visual Disiatch (TDate-Ticne-Group Unknown) October 1944 to
CRUDIV 7, Detailed Action Reojort BATLdI 1, S3O No. I OpTration, (iftober
18th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
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other itaes, directed the FIRST Striking Force to penetrate to the Tacloban
area at dan October 25th, X-day, and, after destroying enemy surface forces
in the area, to annihilate his landing forces.*

This dispatch was of considerable importance to him primarily
because it delayed X-day one day. It will be recalled that at 2103 October
17th he tiad indicated that he would be able to reach the eastern entrance to
San Bernardino Strait (a) at twenty knots by morning of October 24th and (b)
at sixteen knots by night of October 24th.**

It was now clear to him that CinC Combined Fleet realized that
since there were 220 miles between the eastern entrance to San Bernardino
Strait and Leyte Gulf (a) it would be unwise to arrive at the eastern entrance
to San Bernardino Strait by morning of October 24th as this would require that
he move to Leyte under the c)ncentrated air power of whatever carrier aircraft
had not been drawn to the north by the Main Force and (b) that it would be
wiser to arrive at the eastern entrance to Leyte Gulf by night of October 24th
as this would permit passage of the 220 miles during the remainder of the
night.

He further realized that, since the SH0 One Plan called for a
dawn panetration, this could only be effected by delaying X-day to October
25th and this had now been done.

It seems to have beea about this time, and probably after he
received Combined Fleet DesOpOrd No. 363, that Conmander FIRST Striking Force
received an tuiusual dispatch. This dispatch, from Chief of Staff Combined
Fleet, suggested uonsideration of a double penetration into Leyte Gulf.*
This wis remarkable because (a) the plans and orders for the FIRST Striking
Force operation had undoubtedly been prepared on the basis of a single pene-
tration into the Leyte area and (b) this "suggestion" was contrary to the
studies which had been undertaken by both Commander Mobile Force at Kure in

--* inO Combined Fleet Dispatch 200813 October 1944 to Combined Fleet,
CinC Southern Army, Impnrial GHQ, China Area Fleet, etc., (Combined Fleet
Des.OpOrd No. 363), Detailed Action Report 1ST Striking Force, SH0 Opera-
tions, October 16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA 11839.

"--* Commander IST Striking Force Dispatch 172103 October 1944 to CinC Com-
bineA Fleet, Detailed Action Report 1ST Striking Force, 5110 Operations,
Octcber 16th - 23th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA 11839.

- CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 201006 October 1944, (Addressees Unknown),
Information compiled by Captain Toshikazu Ohmae, ex-.IJN, Japanese
Research Divis 4 on, HQ, USAFFE, Military History Section, relating to
Penetration Operations of IST Striking Force, Battle for Leyte GuIt,
cnntained in HQ, USAFFE, Military History Section letter March 30th,

19.! to President Naval War College; also Vice Admiral Matome Ugaki,
IJN, (sMBmATmo1V 15. Kivsona] Diary SENS(MIOKU, Nippon Shuppan Kyodo
Kabushiki KaishA, (Tokyo, March 15th, 1953), Volume II.
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Septenber and by Commnder FIRST Striking Force at Lingga Anchorage also in
September. In this connection, it (1) will be recalled that Commander Mobile
Force, as a result of his studies at Kure, had stated: "In order to assure
the success of the penetration operations it is necessary to augment the
surface combat strength of that force as much as possible and at the same time
to provide it with directly cooperating air strength;"* (2) is now important
to point out that, In the studies conducted at Lingga Anchorage by Commander
FIRST Striking Force (there were three wrar games; one from September 4th to
6th (incl.), one on September 9th ard one from September 14th to 16th (mc..)),
the penetration operation in each war game was carried out as a unit against
the possible Allied invasion of Mindanao** (it is not known whether or not
BATDI¥ TWO, which was to report presently (October 5th), but which was at this
time in the Empire, was represented), (3) will be recalled that as late as
2103 October 17th, Commander FIRST Striking Force had notified CinC Combined
Fleet, in part, that Oif the force takes shortest central route and proceeds
at actual speed of sixteen knots it will reach the witers east of Philippines
(vicinity of eastern entrance of strait) night of October 24th-iLf it proceeds
at actual speed of twenty knots it will reach the same point by morning,
October 24thW** (here It is clear that he was operating his comand as a unit
and not as a divided command) and, finally, (4) will be noted that the Chief
of Staff Combined Fleet, in his tentative outline for future operations, dis-
patch 181110, directed "The FIRST Striking Force will advance through San
Bernardino Strait and will annihilate the enemy invasion force"..

THIS SHOWS THAT THERI; HAD BEEN NO SERIOUS STUDIES MADE PRIOR TO
THE RECEIPT OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF COMBINED FLESI'S SUGGESTION WHICH GAVE
CONSDERATION TO THE MDEA OF DOUBLE PEIITRATlON BY THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE
AND INDICATES THE PROBABLE SIRPFRISE WITH WHICH ThE CHIEF OF STAFF COMBINED
FLEET'S DISPATCH 201006 WAS RECEIVED BY COMMANDEI FIRST STRIKING FORCE.

THE CONCLUSION, THAT NO SERIOUS CONSIDERATION TO THE IDEA OF A
DOUBLE P•EERATION BY THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE HAD BEEN GIVEN BY COMMANDER

Mobile Force HQ Menorandum concerning Tactical Organization of Mobile
Force, September 10th, 1944, Department of the Army, Historical Divi-
sion Microfilm HS-26, Item A.

*"- Information compiled by Captain Toshikazu Ohmae, ex-IJN, Japanese
Research Division, HQ, USAFFE, Military History Section, relating to
Penetration Operations of 13T Striking Force, .Jattle for Leyte Gulf,
contained in HQ, USAFFE, Military History Section letter March 30th,
1954 to President Naval War College; also Vice Admiral Matome Ugaki,
IJN, (COMBATDIV iS, Personal Diary SENSOROKU, Nippon Shuppan Kyodo
Kabushiki Kaisha, (Tokyo, March 15th, 1953), Volume II.

* Coemander IST Striking Force Dispatch 172103 October 1944 to CinC
Combined Fleet, Detailed Action Report FIRST Striking Force, SiO
Operations, October 16th - 28th, 1944, JLNJ Document 161641, NA 11639.

**** CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 181110 October 1944 to CsofS Major Commands
Combined Fleet, Detailed Action Report 1ST Striking Force, SHO Opera-
tions, October 16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA 11839.
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FIRST STRIKING FORCE, IS SJPPORTED BY THE FACT THAT NO DECISION RELATING
THERMTO APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN MADE ON THIS DAY BY THAT COMMANDER. INSTEAD, IT
APPEARS THAT HE SPENT THE RE4AINDER OF THIS DAY (AND, AS WILL BE SHOWN LATER,
MOST OF THE NEXT DAY) IN STAFF CONFERENCES FOR THE PURPOSE OF DECIDING (A)
WHETHIER OR NOT TO ACCEPT THE CHIEF OF STAFF COMBINED FLEET'S SUGGESTION AND
(B) WHICH UNITS (IF THE SJGGESTION WAS ACCEPTED) WOULD CONSTITUTE THE SAN
BERNARDINO STRAIT GROUP AND WHICH THE SURIGAO STRAIT GROUP, AND OF FURTHER
DECIDING THE CHANGES IN COVER, LOGISTICS, ETC., REQUIRED. DOES IT NOT SEFM
LIKELY THAT, HAD SERIOUS CONSIDERATION BEEN GIVEN TO THE IDEA OF A DOUBLE
PENETRATION PRIOR TO THIS DATE, THE DECISION, OWING TO THE PREVIOUSLY CONDUCT-
ED STAFF STUDIES, COULD AND SHOULD HAVE BEEN PROMPTLY MADE AND THE COORDINATE
AND SUBORDJNATE COMMANDERS, WHO WERE ENTITLED TO F 'OW, JUST AS PROMPTLY IN-
FORMED? COULD THIS NOT HAVE BEEN DONE BY AN EARLI DISPATCH GIVING THE
TENTATIVE PLAN WITH THE STATEMENT THAT THE FINAL PLAN WOULD BE RELEASED WHEN
FULLY PREPARED? WAS THIS NOT IN ACCORDkNCE WITH JAPANESE NAVAL PRACTICE AND
DID NOT THE CHIEF OF STAFF COMBINED FLEET ADOPT THIS PRACTICE IN HIS 181110
DISPATCH ABOVE REFERRED TO?

THAT THIS IS A LOGICAL ANALYSIS SEEMS CLEAR WHEN IT IS REALIZED
THAT, ON THE RECEIPT OF ORDERS FROM CTF 77 TO DEFEND LEYTE GULF, CTG 77.2,
THE ALLIM) 0CM•ANDER AT THE BATTLE OF SURIGAO STRAIT, WAS ABLE, BECAUSE OF
PREVIOUSLY CONDUCTED STAFF STUDIES ON THIS VERY MATTER TO ISSUE HIS FINAL
BATTLE PLAN IN A MATTER OF HOURS.

THIS POINT HAS BEEN STRESSED AT LENGTH HERZ TO EXPLAIN THE
INTERPRETATION IN THIS STUDY GIVEN TO THE STATEIMENTS MADE (A) IN THE MANU-
SCRIPT WRITTEN IN 1951 BY THE CHIEF OF STAFF FIRST STRIKING FORCE THAT THE
"COMbINED FLEET SUGGESTION THAT WE APPROACH THE ENEMY ANCHORAGE IN 'r,90 GROUPS,
ONE FROM THE NORTH AND THE OTHER FROM THE SOUTH COINCIDED WITH OUR STUDIES OF
THE OPERATION",* AND (B) IN 1951, BY COMMANDER FIRST STRIKING FORCE THAT
"SINCE THE CHIEF OF STAFF COMFINEI) FLEFT HAD SUGGESTED THAT IT WOULD BE
PREFERABLE TO LET THE THIRD SECTION OPERATE SEPARATELY AND SINCE THIS COINCID-
ED WITH HIS VIEWS HE DECIDED TO DIVIDE HIS FORCES WITH RATHER AN EASY MIND"-•

IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT ALL OF THE EVIDENCE AND ANALYSIS SHOWS
THAT THIME HAD BEEN NO SERIOUS STUDIJES MADE PRIOR TO THE RECEIPT OF THE
DISPATCH SUGGESTING THE DOUBLE PENETRATION, IT HAS BEEN CONCLUDED THAT THE
WORDING "COINCIDFD WITH HIS VIEWS" AND "GOINCID11) WITH OUR STUDIES" LIXELY
REFERRED TO THE STUDIES MADE AFTER THE RECEIPT OF THE AIBOVE DISPATCH AND NOT
PRIOR THFRETO.

* Rear Admiral Tonmiji Koyonag., ex-IJN, "The Battle of Leyte Gulf in Retro-
spection", MS Translation by Captain Toshikazu Ohmae, ex-IJN, edited by
Mr. Roger Pineau, Office of the Chief of Naval Operations (op-2291), 1952.I Information compiled by Caltain Toshikazu Ohiae, ex-IJN, Japanese Research
Division, HQ, USAFFE, Military Hi,•tory Section, relating to Penetration
Operations of IST Striking Force, Battle f3r Leyte Gulf, contained in HQ,
USAFFE, Military History Section letter March 30th, 1954 to President,
Naval War College.
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During the afternoon Commander FIRST Striking Force received the
few contact reports made on Allied forces in the objective area. One of these
referred to the landing at 1100 of three battalions of marines south of Tac2.o-
ban (this report was incorrect because no marines landed on this day (discussed
under "Operations of CTF 79, October 20th")); another referred to four escort
carriers, two battleships, two cruisers and six destroyers at 1330 on a
southerly course, bearing 0800 (T), distauit eighty miles from Tacloban (Contact
F); a third referred to five battleships, ten cruisers and twenty transports in
Leyte Gulf (Contact H).* He also received information on air attacks to the
oeffect that (a) between 0726 - 1415 Manila had been attacked by 220 planes with
only slight damage to three ships, and (b) between 1025 - 1155 Davao had been
attacked by fifty P-24's and eleven ?-381s.*

At 1730 (it was received by Comaander Main Force at this time) he
received a dispatch from the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet (quoted in full
under "Operations of CinC Combined Fleet, October 20th") to the effect that
after carrying out the diversionary operation, depending upon the circumstances,
the ISE and HYUGA with four destroyers might be sent south to the waters east
of Samar to destroy enemy remnants.*-* That his dispatch was pleasing to him
seems likely for CIBATDIV ONE, in his personal diary, stated "This gets better
and better".

However, the most important information he received was a dispatch,
quoted in full under "Operations of CinC Combined Fleet, October 2Wth", giving
(a) the composition of the Allied task force (TF 38) which had attacked Formosa
and (b) a listing of eight battleships, additional to those in TF 38, which
were directly attached to the T1IRDFLT.*

There is no direct information anywhere concerning Commander FIRST
Striking Force's reaction to iters (a) and (b) in the paragraph above. However,
from his statement made some years later and referred to previously, also under
"Operations of CinC Combined Fleet, October 20th", it seems correct to say that
he not only believed these forces to be the principal surface forces he would
encounter in his penetration but realized also that the Japanese fornes were
clearly outnumbered by the U.S. forces not only in carriers and battleships,
but also in the air.**-*

Since, on the day before, he had received word of four Vattleships
and six cruisers in Leyte Gulf (a total of ten) aad today had received two
indication. of approximately fifteen battleships and cruisers in Leyte Gulf,

* Vice Admiral Matome Ugaki, IJN, (Cc BATDI- i), ersonal Diary, SENSORLKU,
Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha, (Tokyo, March 15th, 1953), Volume
II. (Commander Main Force recorded this contact as ten old destroyers
rather than ten cruisers. It is so recorded on Plate XXII).

* CofS Comb!tted Fleet Dbioatch 201412 October i944 to CofS Main Force, De-
tailed Action R-eport Main Force, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 2Oth - 29th,
1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

* Information compiled by Captain Toshikanu Ohmae, ex-IJN, Japaneac hesearch
Division, -Q, USAFFE, Military History Section, relatin.g to Penetration
Operations of IST Striking Force, Battle for I.eyte Gui.f, contained in HQ,
USAFFE, Mi.litary History Section letter March ROth, 1954 to President,
Naval War College.
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he could see that the mwber there had increased in one day by one battleship
and four cruisers. Re n was likely alerted to the fact that it was possible
that he might encounter all eight battleships. Of course, he knew that these
were the older American battleships and in no way equal to the TAIATO and
MUSASHI.

Sometime during the evening he was also told of the operations of
the anesw on the beaches. Imperial General Headquarters (Navy Section) stated
that the enuW had landed at two points on Leyte and had occupied Panaon
Island, Hownbon Island and the northern tip of Dinagat Island*.

At 1824 he changed the fueling plan and directed the SJWYA to
fuel from the MUSASI instead of the TONE9* and also directed COMBATDIV TWO
to fuel CRUDIV SIXTW which was done that evening.#*

At 1925 he received a Combined Fleet dispatch transferring the
FIRST Strihing Force to operational control of GinC Combined Fl.eet.**• This
was probably expected and should have caused no concern.

it 2000 he advised the FIRST Striking Force that (a) at 1700
October 21st the picket voate would be withdrawn and at 1900 October 21st the
picket ships would also be withdrawn and (b) the large landing barges of
BATDIV lTW and NAGATO would be transferred to the Brunei Expeditionary Unit of
the TENTH Special Base Force.I****

The presence of these large landing boats within the FIRST Strik-
ing Force is not explained. Perhaps they were transported to Brunei Bay to
have them nearer the Philippines should landing operations in strength be
determined on; perhaps, since it se-mis clear that there was no adequate harbor
defense from the Brunei Bay area, they Yere so transported in order that they
might be employed as picket boats in that area during the time that the FIRST
Striking rurce would be at anchor there; perhaps, and this is an interesting
speculation, they were so transported in order that they might be available

*• Imperial G(Q (Navy Section) Dispatch, (Date-Time-Group and Addressees
Unknown), roewived by Conminder Main Force at 202138 October 1944,
Detailed Action Report. Main Force, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th -

29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 1174".
Commander 1M? Striking Force Visual Dispatch 201824 October 1944 to
COKCRUDIV 7, MUSASHI, War Diary TONE, October 1944, WDC Document
160144, NA 11841.

S* Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operation, October 17th - 27th,
1944, WDC Document 16100"0, NA 11744.

*MN CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 201802 October 1944 to Comnanders Main
Force, 1ST and 2ND Striking Forces, SW Area Force, Detailed Action
Report 13T Striking Force, SMO Operations, October 16th - 25th, 1944,
WDC Document 161641, NA 11839.

.*•A** Cokenander IST Striking Force Dispatch 202000 October 1944 to IST
Striking Force, Detali-d Action Report BATDIV 1, SHO No. 1 Operation,
October 18th - 82th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
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swhld Imperial General Headqu•rters' (Anw 3ection) view that the penetra-
ticn operation be delayed be accepted, in which case the heavy ships might
have been required for *Toiqyo Eqpress operations in support of the Leyte
Sarrison, eve though limited in scope.

At 2145 OCWBATDIT 0 sent a visual dispatch to B&TDXV 01M
instructing the ships of the first section (YANATO and MUSASHI) to reain
on board at time of sortie, two large landing brs each.* Wy he thought
it neceseary to carry these barges into a surface and antiaircraft action
is not "zpansd and will never be explaired since he (a) issued no orders
thereto, (b) did not commnicate his plans concerning their use to his
staff, and (a) is aw deceased.*

During the night the various imits of the FIRST Striking Force
fut~eled f'-rom the YAVATO, MUSASH•, WATA, MOAM and TO in accordance with

(b) Operations of Camender Main Force, October 20th.

Cca-nder Main Force, in the ZUIKAKU, who us also Commnder
Mobile Force, continued preparations for departure.

At 0535 the Comanding Officer IUZU,, who uw Commander Ant. -

3ubtarine Sweep Unit which mas to wmep the scheduled route of the Mair
Force off Dungo Suido at the time of sortie, dir*ected the unit which con-
sisted of the ISJZU (F), KUWA, MAKI, KIRI, S301,, to sortie at O70O.*** At
0910 he gave amplifying orders concerning the swep sectors, sigsag
imneuvrs and speed (fourteen knots) .NNH

During the forenoon the four carriers of CARDIV THRL got under-
wmy and recovered aircraft. The following number of planes by types were
either landed aboard or had been loaded aboard earlier:

* 0(SATDIV 1 Visual Dispatch 202145 Outober 1944 to BATDIV 1, info
ATAOO, Detailed Action Report BATDIV 1, SHO No. 1 Operation, October
18th - 26th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 1744.
HQ, USAFF/SA, Military History Office letter July 14th, 1955 to
President, Naval War College.

* Comuander Anti-Submarine Sweep Unit Dispatch 200535 October 1944 to
Anti-Submarine Swaep Unit, Detailed Action Report ISUZU, Battle off
the Philippines, October 20th - 29th, 1944, tC Document 161007.

*4141 Ibid., Dispatch 200910 October 1944.
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ighte 2 (16) 8 8 8 52

Pighter - Bomber 16 4 4 4 28

Carrier Attack 14 (2) 5 6 4 (2)* 29

Carrer iRoco 7 (7) - - - 7

Total 65 (25) 17 1s 16 (2) .16

(Numbers in parentheses are aircraft and crew from CARDIV ONE).

* Other two attack aircraft (not crews) were from 931st Air Group.

In addition to the carrier aircraft above, the OODO carried two
recco seaplanes used for antisubmarine patrols.

Twenty-seven of the carrier planes were fro~a the 601st Air Group;*
eighty-seven from the 653rd Air Group;** two from the 931st Air Group;*I* and
none from the 634th Air Group.**

Why this was so is not explained since planes from the 634th Air
Group had been ordered added to CARDIV THREE (653rd Air Group) planes by
Commander Main Force on October 17th. Perhaps, as stated by the former
operations officer of the Mobile Force,the full strength of the 634th Air
Group had been transferred to the SIXTH Base Air Force and therefore no planes
were available;*~* perhaps it was not. possible to get them to Oita in time to
be embarked.

The normal operating complements of these carriers was seventy-
eight for the ZUIKAKJ-class and thirty for each of the three CVL's or a total
of 168 planes.***** COMCARDIV THREE thus had sixty-nine per cent of the
normal air complement of his carriers. However, the effectiven,.ss of these
planes was considerably less than that indicated by the percentages because

* War Diary 601ST Air Group, (VJIKAKU Detachment), October 18th - 31st,
19+4, WDC Document 160295, NA 12535.

**• Detailed Action Report No. 1, 653RD Air Group, SHO Operation, October
20th - 25th, 1944, WDC Document16104, NA 12105.

* War Diary 931-T Air Group, October 1944, WDC Document 160151, NA
12319.

S*i Letter from Captain Toshikazu Ohmae, ex-IJN to Mr. Clarke Kawakami,
World War II Battle Evaluation Group, Naval War College, undated,
but about May 23rd, 1952.

.***. HQ, USAFFE, Military History Section letter October 14th, 1953 to
President, Naval War College.
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(a) the planes and pilots were a composite group hastily assambled* from that
portion of his air strength which had not been operating under the SUM Base

Air Force, and (b) the lack of competence of many of his pilots. Commander
Main Force, after the war, referred to his flying strength as consisting "only
of poorly trained inexperienced menR,** But this was not entirely so. Some
of the pilots were well trained, and had been retained as instructors.***

During the forenoon, as well as during the noon hour, the various
units of the Main Force headed toward the designated rendezvous north of Sada
Misaki where at 1400 the coaumd formed cruising disposition with CABDIV
THREE in the van followed by CARDIV FOUR and headed for Bungo Suido,*** The
following ships were present% CARDIV THREE (ZUIKAJU (9F), ZUIHO, CHITOSE,
CHIrODA); CARDIV FOUR (13E, HI•UGA); DEDIV SIXTY-ONE (AKIT3JKI, HATSUZUKI,
WAKATSUI) less SUZUTSUKI which had been torpedoed on October 16th; DEDIV

ORTY-ONR (SH•IOTSUKI) less FUYUTSUKI which had been torpedoed on O.tober 12th;
and elements of CORTRON THIRTY-ONE (OYODO (F), TAMA, ISUZU, KUWA, MAKI, KIRI,

Sometime in the early afternoon it seems likely that he learned
that he was to be given antisubmarine protection by the 901st Air Group
(Tateyqm Detachment), under the command of Comuander Sasebo Naval District
and based at Ibusuki, near Kanoya (one flying boat) and Oroku, Okinawa (four
land attack planes).*****

At 1405 he directed that beginning at 1800 Number THREE Radar
Alert was in effect,N*N*NN, and at 1406 he advised the command that a speed of
eighteen knots would obtain until the force had reached Okinoshima at the

* Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th -
29th, 1944, WDC Document, 161005, RA 11744.

-* Poeotwar Impressions of the SHO Operation, Southwest Area Operations,
CHQ, FMC, Special Historical Collection, Supporting Documents to
General of the Army Douglas MacArthur' s Historical Report on Allied
Operations in the Southwest Pacific Area (Item 22, Footlocker 5 of
10, SWPA Series, Volume II).

S1 Letter from Captain Toshikazu Ohmae, ex-IJN to Mr. Clarke Kawakami,
World War II Battle Evaluation Group, Naval War College, undated,
but about May 23rd, 1952.

if ** Detailed Action Report ISE, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 25th, 1944,
WDC Document 161006, NA 12604.

* Commander Combined Escort Force Di3patch 201231 October 1944 to
Commanders Kure•, Yokosuka and Sasebo Naval Districts, etc., Detailed
Action Report 901ST Air Group, Night Searches, October 10th - 28th,
1944, WDC Document 160551, NA 12402,

**54** Commander Main Force Visual Dispatch 201405 October 1944 to Main
Force, Detailed Action Report ZUIKAKU, SRO No. 1 Operation, October
20th - 25th, 1944, WDC Document 161008.
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,entrance to Bwngo Suido,* However, he encountered aneuvering difficulties
and it was not until 1541 that he was finally able to esta1lich eighteen knots
as the cruising peed.**

At 1630 his Chief of Staff ent a dispatch to CinC Combined Fleet
on radio deception referred to under nOperationr of Commander Mobile Force."
** This dispatch was the last dispatch sent from the Main Force by radio for
two days becaust the Main Force thereafter assumed radio silence.

At 1640 he (Commander Main Force) issued mdifying instructions
for the employment of radio frequencies during an antisubmarine alert.t*H*

His passage through the Inland Sea and through Bungo Suido proved
uneventful. Although a submarine was reported at 1530, this contact proved to

be false.

At 172Q, he received wurd from the Anti-Submarine Sweep Unit in the
ISUZU that the antisubmarine weep had been completed and that it was negative.

At 1730 he advised the Maizx Force that his present intentions were
to steo course 1800(T) from 2200 until 0600 the following morning at which
time course would be changed to 2050 (T).****** This was the first change from
the route planned and issued at 0930 that morning by himself as Colander
Mobile Force.******* It will be noted that this planned change was not the
result of submarine contacts, as stated by Commander Main Force, but was a
result of a new estimate of the situation.

e Commander Main Force Visual Dispatch 201406 October 1944 to Main
"Force, War Diary ZUIHO, October lst- 25th, 194, WDC Document
161636, NA 11973.

** OCommander Main Force Visual Dispatch 201541 October 1944 to Main
Force, War Diary ZUIHO, October lot - 25th, 1944, WDC Document
161636, NA 11973.

S*1* CofS Mobile Force Dispatch 201630 October 1944 to CInC CombiJrrd

Fleet, Detailed Action Report KOWA, Battle off the Philippines,
October 20th - 26th, 1944, WDC DocumenL 161717, NA 11801.
Commander Main Force Visual Dispatch 201640 October 1944 to Main
Force, Detailed Action Report ISE, SiO No. 1 Operation, October
25th, 1944, WDC Document 161006, NA 12604.

* * Commander Aniti-Rubmarine Sweep Unit Visual Dispatch 201720 October
194 to OT)DO, Detailed Action Report ISUZU, Battle off the Philli-
"ppines, October 20th - 29th, 1 ;'., WDC Document 161007.

***•* Cowmmnder Main Force Visual Dispatch 201730 October 1944 to Main
Force, War Diary ZUIHO, October lst - 25th, 1944, WDC Document
161636, NA 11973.

S' Commander Mobile Force Dispatch 200930 October 1944 to CinC Combined
Fleet, War Diary DESRON 10, October 1944, WDC Document 161638,
*A 11973.
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Also at 1730 his Chief of Staff received Chief of Staff Combined
Fleet's dispatch 203412 which (a) stated that after the diversicnary operations
had been completed and depending on circumstances the ISE and HYUGA escorted by
the AKITSKI, HATSUZUKI, WAKATSUKI and SHD4•T•MKI might be detached and sent at
high speed to the combat area off Samar to destroy enemy remnants, and (b)
requested the Chief of Staff Main Force to keep this tentative plan in mind.*

At 1735 (at which time he passed Okinoshima), wh:Lle continuing on
at eighteen knots, he commenced forming Number ONE Alert Cruising Disposition**
and changed course to 1A , ~(T).*** Since this was an "alert cruising" disposi-
tion (Plate XXV), &U1 ships were expected to operate under radio silence. This
was so for Japanese doctrine (Combned Fleet) specified in part that, 01while
cruising under an alert, radio transmission will be controlled strictly and
visual comaunications will normally be used.*****

This alert cruising disposition is interesting in that it giv•s an
insight into the Japanese concepts of antisubmarine defense at this period of
the war (October 1944). Certain differences are noteworthy in comparison with
U.S. naval antisubmarine measures.

(a) The heavy ships were not integrated into the formation with the
carriers. In a U.S. antisubmarine disposition, the heavy ships would have been
disposed in a single group in order that all of the screeirkq ships minght be
disposed around the nain body in suitable screen. While this Japanese arramge-
ment had the undesirable effect of (1) minimizing the contribution to antiair-
craft defense of the AA armament of the capital ships, and (2) failing to
provide in the CARDIV FOUR screen more than one of the destroyers designated to
join that CARDIV in the event of -irface action (this appears to have been done
because of the slow speed relative to the carriers of the destroyers K1WA, MAKI
and KIRI and the XCV's), it also had the beneficial effect of having the heavy
ships already separated from the carriers so that a surface action element
could readily be formed at night without the necessity of withdyrawing from tne
midst of the carrier disposition. This latter feature was an obvious ad-
vantage.

(b) The Japanese disposition emphasized dcpth (6600 yards) over
frontage t2200 yards) whereas corresponding U.S. naval dispositions emphrsized
width rather than depth.****

* CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 201412 October 1944 to CofS Main Force,
Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th -

29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
** Detailed Action Report ZUIIKAKU, WiO No. I Operation, October 20th - 25th

1944, WDC Doc-ment 161008.
** Commander Main Force Visual Dispa"ch 201735 October 1944 to Maiti Force,

Detailed Action Report ZUTHO, MHO No. I Operation, October 20th - 25th,
19%4, WDC Document 161008.

•** Combined Fleet Standing Order No. 81, Combined Fleet Doctrine 1943,

Book One, Ccmbat, Chapter III, Se4tion A, Paragraph ii, ATIS Document
No. 39, Part VII, June 3rd, 1945 (NACHI Document).

I * Current Tactical Orders and Doctrine (USF 1OA), U..1. Fleet, U.S. Fleet
Hf~dqaarters of the Commaunder in Chief, Navy Department, 19"4, Para-
graph 3241. 199 GOI0JNBJI
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(c) The Japanese screening ships were stationed at a uniform inter-
val from the nearest heavy ship screened of 1650 yards (except in the case of
the OYODO--about 18O yards) whereas cor-esponding U.S. naval doctrine pre-
scribed that (1) the screen should, if practicable, be on the locus of the
outer limit of enemy (submarine) favorable firing points,* and (2) the interval
between the screen and the circle of screened shius should never be less than
4VW0 yards (from 4500 to 5000 yards being a normal optimum), particularly for
screened formations which are within a circle of over 1500 yarde radius.** (It
should be rzmembered that the U.S. screening interval was based on a Japanese
submarine topede range of 6000 yards.*** Since the U.S. submarine torpedo had
a high speed range of but 4500 yards,**** the interval above should therefore
be reduced by one-quarter to be comparable and then would never be less than
3000 yards with a normal optimum of 3400 to 3750 yards.)

(d) The screening distances varied from a minimum of 1650 yards (on
the flanks of CARDIV TMREE) to a maxinsum of 2890 yards (on the flanks of CARDIV
FOUR), whereas corresponding U.S. doctrine limited the screening distance (at
this time) to one and one-half times the asstured sonar echo-range.W*•* With
assumed assured sonar ranges of 1000, 1500 and 2000 yards, the screening
distances should have been 1500, 2250 and 3000 yards respectively, so that only
under favorable bathythermal conditions would the greatest screening distance
in this disposition have been acceptable.

(e) It should be noted that the most effective echo-ranging was
achieved when the screening ships' speed was ten knots or less, with twelve
knots a3 the maximum effective searching speed.****** Consequently, the Main
Force was dependent primarily on aircraft ASP, visual lookout and radar for
submarine detection.

In connection with the above, the Operations Evaluation Group in
the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations sLatedt

* Current Tactical Orders and Doctrine (USFVIOAY U.S. Fleet, U.3. Fleet
Headquarters or the Commander in Chief, Navy Department, 194),, Para-
graph 3253 (b) (1).

** Current Tactical Orders and Doctrine (USF 103), US. Fleet, U.S. Fleet
Headquarters of the Cor-mrander in Chief, Navy Department, 1945, Para-
mraph 3252 (a) (3).
Japanese Torpedoes, prepared by the Identification and Char-cteristics
Section, Division of Naval Intelligence, Navy Delmrtment1 Washington,
D.C. , December 1943.

SU.S. Navy Torpedoes, Ordnance Pamphlet 1k,34, prepared by Pureau of Ord-
nance, Navy Department, Washington D.C., October 15th, 1945, Pages 10-

°12.
SCurrent Tactical Orders and Doctrine (USF IOA), U.S. Fleet, U.S. Fleet

Headquarters of the Coniinder in Chief, Navy D'-partm'trt, _9L'4, Para-
graph 3253 (b) (2),

POP CINCPAC - CINC1EOA W(•,*Iy Iitelligence Bulletin, Volitme 1, No. 4, Auýa3t
4th, 194", Addendum "KI&'I YOUlt ý.XfXY", Japanese. tU,!erwater .otund Gear
and Methods.
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"No. One Alert Cruising Disposition (a) resembles dispositions in
common use before World War II, when the principal threat during night staim-
ing was a surprise torpedo attack by destroyers. In this earlier period, con-
centration of the rapid fire guns of the light cruisers ahead of the capital
ships in the sector of maximum threat, and use of destroyers ior flank coverage
would have been appropriate. Before the advent of radar, station-keeping
problems would have favored relatively long and narrow dispositions, like the
one here considered", and (b) "poorly employed available sonars ,ind radars to
meet the dominant threat of submarine attack. Specific reasons for this
failure cannot be determined from the disposition alone, but it should be re-
called that the vital electronic devices, radar and sonar, were still rela-
tively now at the time."*

THE CONSIDERABLE DIFFERENCE IN ANTISUBMARINE WARFARE COW-IFA.S
BINWEEN THE U.S. AND THE JAPANESE NAVIES AT THIS TDIE POINTS UP THE FACT THAT
IN PERIODS OF RAPIDLY CHANGING TECHNOLOGY CGMMANDERS FREQUETY MEET CONDITIONS
WITH WHICH THEY HAVE HAD NO PREVIOUS EXPRLIENCE AND TO WHICH PREWAR AND EVEN
WARTIME TACTICAL PUBLICATIONS ARE NOT RELEVANT. IT THEREFORE IS OF THE UTMOST
IMP(ITANCE THAT WARTIME LESSONS LEARNED BY THE WHOLE FLEET BE "POOLED" AS
RAPIDLY AS POSSIBLE AND INCORPORATED INTO DEPARTMENTAL, FLEET AND OTHER TACTI-
CAL PJBLICATIONS.*

REVISIONS IN TACTICAL DOCTRINFS MUST REFLECT IMPROVEMENTS IN OWN
AND ENMRY WFAPO'NS SYSTEMS WHEREIN THE LATTER MAY CHANGE THE NATURE OF THE
THREAT; THE FORMER MAY MAKE NEW DEFENSIVE TECHNIWUES POSSI)BLE. SUCH REVISIONS,
IF TIMELY, SHOULD fEHANCE GREATLY THE VALUE OF THE PUBLICATIONS.*

IN DTEFTININE HOW BEST TO EMPLOY HIS FORCES, THE COMMANDIR SHOULD
NOT RELY ELTIRELY UPON THE ABOVE DEPARTMENTAL, FLEET AID OTHER TACTICAL PUBLI-
CATIONS BUT, UNDERSTANDING THEIR BASES, SHOULD EMPLOY THEM AS GENERAL GUIDES IN
THE PREPARATION OF HIS Oh!N DISPOSITIONS, AND IN ARRIVING AT HIS OWN TATIECAL
DECISIOONS.* HE SHOULD BEAR IN MIND THAT THESE GENERAL GUIDE LINES MUST BE
MODIFIED BY LOCAL FACTORS SUCH AS THE (A) NATURE OF THE THREAT, (B) SPECIFIC
CAPABILITIES AND THE STATE OF TRAINING OF THE FOR•CFS AT HAND AND (C) OCEANO-
GRAPHIC AND METEX?0O1J)GICAL COKX)ITIONS.*

Also at 1735 he ilssued his air instructions for the following day.
These called for: (a) a search departing at 0545 by six planes from the
ZUIXAKU and three from the ZUIHO with the base line 1780(l); (b) an antisubma-
rine patrol from 0600 to 1750 by planes from OYODO and CHITOSE; (c) an air
attack group "standing by" from 0600 to 180 consisting of eight fighter
bombers, eight fighters and two carrier attack planes all from ZUIKAKU; (d) a
CAP of four fighters from ZUIKAKU on alort from 0600 to 1.800 but rot airborne!*

* Operations Evaluation Group, Office of the Chief of Naval Operations
letter May 8th, 1957 to Co modore R. W. Bates, USN, Ret., Head, World
War II battle Evaluation Group, Naval War College.

** Commarnier Main Force Visual Dispatch 201735 October 1944 to Main Force,
(Main Force SigOrd No. 2), Detailed Action Report ZUIHO, SHO No. 1
Cperation, October 20th 25th, 1944, WDC Document 16100b.
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In making this air plan it seems likely that he knew Coumnder
SIXTH Base Air Force had directed that aircraft from Nansei Shoto and Formosa
coumnencing October 20th were to fly antisubmarine searches for his comrunand°*

haig Commander Main Force was probably pleased at his good fortune in
having successfully completed his antisubmarine operations since his Anti-
Submarine Sweep Unit had made no contacts; neither had shore-based air.
However, commencing at 1745, he received several contact reports. The first
was from a shore-based plane which reported having sighted an enemy submarine
bearing 1700 (T), distant fifteen kilometers from the ZUIfAKU.** The C nmand-
ing Officer ZUIKAKU immediately took neutralizing action and Commander Main
Force at 1.756 increased speed to twenty knots.,** and changed course to 1100(T).**

The 1745 contact was followed at 1759 by one from the ZUIKAKU
w*ich detected a submarinc bearing 130 0 (T). No avoiding action appears to
have been taken****

At 1830 the CHITOSE reported a radar contact on a submarJ ne bear-
ing IIO°(T),*** and at 1851 Commander Main Force changed course to 070 0 'T).
* Actually all submarine contacts were false. Although Commander Main

Force did not know it he had succeeded in sortieing undetected.

At 1957 he changed course to 140l(T).*W**

At ;'130** he was advised by CinO Combined Fleet that the FIRST
SLriking Forcc had been renw~ved from the Mobile Force and had been placed
under the direct conrand of CinC Combined FlePt.***** Since this was in
accordance with his previous recommendations .; Commander Mobile Force he no
doubt was very gratified as it left him with the sole responsibility of the
Main Force as Commnderx Main Force. Certainly, he could not properly exercise
operational control of the FIRST Striking Force while he was operating it,

radio silence and, besides, the forces were so separated that the close com-
mand of fleet forces normally connection with fleet action would not obtain.

* Commander 6TH Base Air Force Dispatch 182012 October 1944 to 6TH Base

Air Force, (6TH Base Air Force DesOp)rd No. 80), War Diary 25TH Air
Flotilla, (Western Attack Force 2), October 1944, WDC Document 160137,
NA 12278.

** Detailed Action Refp)rt Main Force, SHO No. I Operation, October 20th -
29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11•4.•

* Detailed Action Report ZUIKAKU, SRO No. 1 Operation, October 20th -
25th, 1944, WDC Document 161008.

STrack Chart ZUIHO, October 20th - 25th, 1944, Detailed Action Report
ZULIO, SHO No. I Operation, October 20th - 25th, 1944, WDC Document
161008.

.I .• CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch A)1802 October 1944 to Commanders Mobile
Force, 'ST Striking Force, SW Area Fcrce, 2ND Striking Force, (Com-
bined Fleet DesOpOrd No. 367), War Diary BATDIV 1, October 1944, WDC
Document 161638, tNA )1739,
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At 2138 he received a dispatch from Imperial General Headquarters
(Navy Section) that the Allies had landed at two points on Leyte and had oc-
cupied Panaon Island, the northern tip of Dinagat Island and Homonhon island#

As a result of his submarine contacts he had been forced to
change course to the eastward more than he had L'riginally planned. During
this eastward movement he became convinced that the Allies were gradually
concentrating submarines along Sortie Route 7k. He therefore decided that
he would follow Sortie Route TWO.* Actually tlate XXY14, he did not follow
Sortie Route TWI, but instead kept to the westward of itT during the remainder
of this day. Realizing this, at 2145, he advised his command that his
planned movements for the following day were:

(a) At 0000, course 180(T), speed eighteen.

(b) At 0600, speed sixteen.

(c) At 0800, course 205 0 (T).** .

The above route was well chosen in that it was /alo beyond the range of
Allied air searches from Saipan and east of thc rutmarine operating areas of
the Nansei Shoto (MARU MORGUE) submarines. 140 "at; a superior course to that
originally designated in that it was less lel o enounter Allied sub-
marines. ,,

It would appear from the action of '3omnander Main Force and from
his tracks on sortie, that, although he had hoped t@;o sortie undetected, he
did not ree.lly expect such good fortune. Inst,/ead, the most that he could
hope for would be to create the impression týat he ias en ro.te Tokyo Bay.
This mould account in part for his movementb, to the eastward referred to pre-
viously; U1O0(T) at 1756 and 07C0(T) at 1851, after contacting what he
thought were Allied submarines.***

4• He had every reason to expect to encounter Allied submarines off
the entrance to Bungo Suido because not only was this the principal exit to

9the Pacific Oceat from the Inland Sea but also only four days earlier the
*' SUZUTSUJI had been torpedoed in that very area. The fact that he had suc-

ceeded in sortieing undetected was not ,ue to ary of the antisubmarine meas-
ur'es which he had adopted but was due almost entirely to the fact that the
Allied submarines which had been patrolling the entrance to Bungo Suido from
October 10th, ha, been removed from that immediate area. It will be recalled
that the wolf pack coaraander on October 18th having decided that (a) lti

Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. I Operation, October 2Oth -
29th, 194., WDC Doc,,ment 161005, NA 11744.

Wl Commander Main Force Visual Dispatch 2021145 .Žctober 1944 to Main Force,
Detailed Action Report ZJIHO, SIK) No. 1 Operation, October 20th - 25th,
1944, IDC Doctment 161008.

'l** Track (Chart ZUIHO, October 20th - 25th, 1944, Detailed Action Report
SZUIHO, S11O No. I Operation, October 20th - 25th, 1944, wDC Document
16100r,
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objective "the prevention of the undetected sortie of enenz task forces
through 9u0go Suidom* no longer obtained and (b) hit primary mission now was
to attack,** had removed his submarines from across the entrance to Dungo
Suido and had positioned (1) the BESUGO and the IMNQUIL off Kyushu north and
south of Latitude 32°-OOI!N• along the 100 fathom curve and (2) had ordered
the BAGILAN to patrol off Okinoshima.** Had the GABILAN remained off Okino-
shima she might have sighted the Main Force sortieing. However, she was not
on this station because at 2150 October 19th she had received a dispatch from
CTF 17 detaching her from the wolf nack and ordering her to a new station off
Kii Suido,*** and had proaptly dep. ted for the new area. Thus Bungo Suido
was left unobserved except for the extreme western portion where the BESUGO
and RONQU1L were stationed as above indicated.

Although Comnander Main Force had reason to believe that the
asortie of his command had been observed by Allied submarines he correctly
continued to operate as though this had not occurred and maintained radio
silence.***

During the day he received numerous sight contact reports from
the base air forces, as well as even more numerous radio direction finder
fixes from the Japanese communication system (Plate XXII). It wah important
that he be kept informed as to the movements of the Allied carriers in par-
ticular since his own movements would be governed thereby.

In connection with the contact reports and other information, it
is assumed that Ccomander Main Force received most of the information re-
ceived by Commander FIRST Striking Force and entered under the "Operations
of OCummander FIRST Striking Force, October 20th".

While he was interested in the sight contacts off Leyte he was
riot primarily concerned about them because they lay in the province of CinC
Combined Fleet, Ocmmander SW Area Force and Comnander FIRST Striking Force.
His particular concern lay in the radio direction finder fixes which indi-
cated that there were Allied carrier task grouprm operating in the sea areas
to the eastwanr of the Philippines (L,uzon).**4** He probably wondered what
their composition was and was disappointed because the FIFTH Base Air Force
searches over this area (actually the searches had not been wiade) had made
no sight contacts and therefore, he had to make an educated guess.

IT IS OF COUHSE NOT KNGVM WHAT WEIGHT HE GAVE TO THE INFORMATION
ON THE C(MPOSITION OF TF 38 WHICH HAD BEIM OBTAINED FROM PRISONERS OF WAR.
HOWEVER, SINCE ON THE PREVIOUS DAY, AS POIIJTED OUT ABOVE, JAPANESE PIANKS HAD

i * CTF 17 Operation Order 328-44, Serial 00847, September 25th, 1944.
f•ESUGO Dispatch 181424 October 1944 to CTF 17.

*W* CTF 17 Dispatch 191007 October 1914 to GABILAN.
f • JUSSBS Interrogation of Japanesu Officials, Nay No. 55, Interrogation

of Vice Admiral Jisaburo, Ozawa, ex-IJN, Volume I1 Page 221.
rn** DeLtiled Action Report Main Force, SHO No. , Operation, October 20th -

29th, 1944, WDC Document 161({05, NA 1174.
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EPORTED SITEC= LARIE AND SOLL CARRIELS AND FIVE ES0ORT CARRIERS OFF THEPHILIPINES,* AND SINCE THE 00MPO1SITION OF TF 38 AS REPORTED BY PRISONERS
OF WAR WAS LIMEWISE SIXTEN CARRIERS WITH FIVE CLARMNT CARRIERS HE MUST
HAVE BEEN STRUCK WITH THE SIMILARITY OF THESE REPORTS AND MAY HAVE FELT THAT
HE WAS T) BE OONFRCMTED WITH TF 38 IN FULL STRENGTH.

At 2400 the Main Force was bearing 1240 (T), distanit 1Jo miles
from Okinoahima (Bungo Suido).

(2) Operations of Commander Advance Expeditionary lorce. October ••th.

During the day one additional submarine, the RO-41, which h0 finally
completed preparations--it will be recalled tcat this submarine with RFon43
and RO-46 had but recently (about October 15th) returned from the Palau
Operation--departed the Inland Sea for ths operating area to the eastward of
the Philippines.** Comander Advance Expeditionary Force, in addition to the
above submarine, had nine submarines at sea en route the battle area. Four
of these submarines (1-26, 45, 54:, 56) comprising the "A" Group, were to the
eastward of Luzon with orders to attack the supply routes of the enemy. The
remaining five submarines (1-38, 41, 46, 53, RO-.43) (which with the RO-41 and
RO-46 comprised the "B" Group), had departed on the previous two days, and
were now en route to the same area with the same instructions as those of the
"'A" Group. An additional submarine, the I-"4, was returning to the Inland
Sea having developed engine trouble.I**

At about 1032, Commander Advance Expeditionary Force received CinG
Combined Fleet Dispatch Operation Order No, 365, which provide that if the
"A" Group was unable to establish contact with enerV forces, Cormwder Ad-
vance Expeditionary Force for the purpose of destroying enemy task forces and 4
invasion forces, in cooperation with friendly surface and air units, uas to
redeploy his entire strength in accordance with the A-3 deployment.****

He ncw studied the intelligence, estimated the situation and finally,
at 2053, directed 'he "A" and "B" Groups as follows:

"2. The "A" Group will speedily proceed in secrecy to the folloming
deployment:-

* Commander 5TH•Base Air Force Dispatch 191336 October 1944 to Battle
Repo"rt Addressees, 5TH Base Air Force, War Diary 03JRD Attack Unit,
(701ST Air Group), October 1944, WDC Documert 160258, NA 12592.

S** Merit Rating Reports of Naval Ship Units, f'uomarine O4erationa,
"October 19"4), WDC Document 161001.

*N-* Submarine Operations in Philippine Waters, 1944-1945, Department of
the Army, Historical Divisi',n File No. 8-5, JS-15, ATIS Document,
October 30th, 1947.

SinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 2X1002 October 1944 to Advance Expedi-
tionary Force, Imperial GHQ (Navy Section), etc,, (Combined Fleet
DesOpOrd No. 365), Detailed Action Report ZUIKAKU, SiHO No. 1 Opera-
tion, October 29th - 25th, 1944, WDC Document 161008.
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No, 3 dispersed deployment (rectangular); bass point TA-KI-U-00*
(lOo-WO'N, O300-O'E); deployment line 35; distance fifty adles; in the
order of 1-54, 1-26, 1-56 and 1-45; TO, RU, WA, RZ.

"2. The "B" Grcru will endeavor to sortie in forae to the following
deployment:

(No. 3 dibpersed deployment (rectangular); bass point YA-HA-KU-OO
(14O-CQ'N, 1290-O0E); deployment line 3500; distance fifty miles; in the
order of BD-41, 1-38, RO-46, 1-53, RO-43, 1-46 and I-4a; TO, RI, RU, WA, HE,
TSU, NE.'**

Býr this order he directed the submarine to take stations shown in
i_•, •Plate XXVI.***

Prior to discussing the above deployment it sew wise to insert here
the fo.owiig considerations wthch will be the guiding factors regarding the,
effectiveness of Japanese submarine operations:

(a) (1) The I type submarines carried both air search and surface
search radars.

(2) The RO type submarines, with the exception of the RO-1O9 and
RO-ll2, were not equipped with radar. The RP4ý109 and HO-112 were equipped
with air search radar nrly,

*(b) The essential charactexletics of these radars ware: l t

• A-KI-U-OO was a code which enabled tlhe submarine co-=&ar'er to locate a

reference point and referred to standing grids of the Pacific area for
1944. TA being the largest grd square, KI being one of the grid squares
within the YA grid, and U being one of the grid soqures within the KI
grid. 00 was a point on the U grid. YA-'(I-U-00 was, therefore, used to
determine the base point which in this cast was Latitude 100-001N,
Longitude 130°-OO'E. Upon determining that point by the use of the YA,
KI, and U grids, the submarine eom~nader then overlaid his fifty mile
square plotting grid on the navigational plotting sheet of the area with
the upper right corner of the grid on the base point. He then swung th,
grid to determine tho 3500 offset agrd located the directed position of

his submarine within the designatec square )' hi3 plotting greid,. HQ,
USAFE/8A. Military History Offl,-e letter July 14th, 1955 to Preident,
Naval. War Collegb.

S# Map No. 6, Disposition of KO and CTSU Submarine Divisions, October 20th,
1944; Submarine Operations in the Third Phase Operatioia•, Pirt 17,
September 1944 - February 1945, Japanese Monograph No. 184, compiled by
the Second Historical Records Section of the Repatristion ilelief B.reau
of thr Welfare. Ministry, June 1954.

• Commander Advance £Lpeditionary Forcm D!spatch 202053 Gctot-r 1944 to
Advance Force and Comander of Combined Vlet, (Advance Expdit-ionary
Force Ves~pOrd No. I), Detailed Action Report HATDIV 1, S3HO No. 1
Operation, October 18t. - 2!8th; 1944, WDC Document 16Y)05, NA 11744.
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(1) Surface bearht although capable of detecting a carrier at
twnt• y miles and a surfaced submuarle at five miles, +his was rare. In fact
come records jave it. a detection range as lo as two and one-half miles ou a
1200 ton ship. However, the re4ar, altbough a Creat technical advance, was
diffioult to maintain in an operating condition and required great attentioa.
For this rsaton it was only a•loyed on dark nights and in redaced visibility.

(2) Air earch: capable of reliable ranges of detection as
follawst a ain4e fighter plane at thirty siles and a Lingle 13-29 at sixty-,
five miles. It was considered by the Japanese to be an ennelleint radar,, and
v"as e.uaoyed by then (a) prior to surfacing, as # warning devicesaid (b)
when surfaced, as a general air search radar.

(3) All submwarines were equipped with radar inteepjA (tIl) equip.
•+ + went.,

(e) The Japanese periscopes were of the same general characteristics
as those of the U.S. Navy at the same tiue.*

(d) Bewause of the lack of definite data reprdin- the general reliable
ranges to be wqmcted with the surface search radars, and although the make up
and performance of Japanese submarine radars was inferior to corro,%ponding
U.S. Navy equipment,, it will be considered for this analysis that the surface
search radars had the same general characteristics as those of the U.S. Navy.
This meant that the effective average contact ranges were:**

(1) On independent merchant ships

(a) Radar

(1) Surface - six miles

(2) Subuerged - none

(b) Periscope - five miles.

(2) On escorted combatant ships

(a) Radar

(1) Surface - ten miles

(2) Submerged - none

(b) Periscope - six miles

* Letter from hear Admiral W. D. Leggett, Jr., USh, Chief of the Bureau of
Ships to Commodore R. W. Bates, USN, Ret., Head, World War II Battle
Evaluation Ck-oup, September l1th, 1953.

' Submarine Warfare Instructions CUSP 9), Navy Department, Office of the
Chief (f Naval Operations, 1946, Page 16-5, Paragraph 1604.
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In the 4egaycmen~t given above,, it should be apparent that Commader Advance
Ipditijcmry Forooe* plan we inadequate for the parpos. of deetrco1.ng
Allied carplar and Invasion forces., This was so for the submarines more
statioed (a) so far &part (fifty .11.. between centers of grid squar.s)
as to make it possible for an Allied surface force to pass through the
patrol lines without detection, and (b) so that even if the surface force
were detected not more thin one submrine would be likely to gain an attack
poeition. In this connection, Submarine Warfare Instructions (1946) state
tkat a scouting distance (along a line normal to the expected enam course)
of fren twenty to forty milev Is recommnded for usual conditions of
area search,*

It sema highly probable that Cinnder Advance Expeditionary
Force realized the above weeaknsses but, in view of his limited amiber
of submarines., did not desare to awe then into the congested waters off
%emar and Leyte Oulf unless the situation required it.

Comminder Advance ExpeditLionary Force expected that all submarines
would be on station by the 24th or 25th.*-*

F * Sometime during the day (as had been determined on October 17th),
in an effort to deploy as many submarines aso possible, the s~ubmarines RO-109

F and RO-U12 were transferred -om the Kure Naval District Force to the
F Advance Expeditionary Force.*** Although the transfer v&3 effective today

(October 2Dth), the submrines were not yet ready for sea. Actually.,
neither submarine would be in the Philippine area by October 25th.

DurirAE the day Japanese submarines do not appear to have made any
contacts on Allied surface or air forces nor were they contacted by then.

4* Submarine Warfare Instruc a(1F9) Navy Department, Office of the
Chief of Naval Operations, 1946, Page 16-8, Paragraph 1614.

** Submarine Operations in Philippine Waters, 1944-45, ATIS Document,
October 30th, 1947, Department of the Arm~y, Historical Division
Mie No. 8-5, JS-15.

**Subumarine Operations in the Third Phase Operations, Part IV, September
1944 - February 1945, Japanese Monagraph No. 1l'4, compiled by the Second
Historical Records S]ectioni of the Repat~riAt~ion .-ýIief Bwroau of the
Welfare Ministry, June 1954; also the Imperial Japanese Navy in World
War 11, prepared by GHQ, FEC, Hilitary History Section, Special Staff,
F'ebruary 1952.
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(3) Operations of Comander 311= Base Air Force, October 20th.

Commander SIXTH Bass Air Force was at his headquarters at Takao, At
0002 his Chief of Staff sent a dispatch giving the essentials of his attack
or-uotniatin.* It was issued to his subordinate unite apparently for planning
pulposes and included 330 aircraft composed of thirty interceptor fighters,
162 carrier-type fighters, sixty-seven carrier-type attack bomber and
reconnaissance planes, eighteen lard reconnaissance (night fighters), twelve
land attack, s~x two-engine land bombers, twenty-nine reconnaissancoe seaplanes
and six flying boats. This number can be taken logically as the approximate
number of operational aircraft which Commander SIXTH Base Air Force expected
to have in the Philippines at the start of his general offensive from a total
of 505 planes operational in his force.

He knew, of course, since it was Japanese policy to so advise him, that
one of the radar equipped flying boats of the 901st Air Group, which was to
have search#A from Garan Bi, had cancelled its flight because of engine
trouble, but by dawn he knew that the other plane which had taken off just
before midnight had searched the sector lOO°10'-rO(T) from Garan Bi to a
distance of 350 miles with negative results.** He nov- aetitud the reemats of
his morning searches. He appears to have been concerned lest the ene, which
appeared to be moving south to the Philippines, might reverse its tracks and
attack Formosa instead. Such an attack would seriously handicap the concen-
tration and reorgarxzation of his units and their further deployment to the
Philippines. It could so reduce his combat strength as to prove fatal to his
hope of accomplishing his mission under the sh0 Plan.

At about 0843 he received a dispatch from CinC Combined Fleet wherein
that commander, after announcing that the Allies were landing with their main
strength in the central Philippines, set the date for the penetration opera-
tion as October 25th, and among orders to his other commanders directed
Commander SIXTH Base Air Force to advance to the Philippines where, under the
command of Commander SW Area Force, he was to launch sn all-out offensive
against the Allied carrier forces on October 24th, T-day.***

Cormnander SIXTH Base Air Force had been waiting fPr this plan. On the
previous day, having not received a final plan of operation-it will be re-
called that it was Japanese policy to follow up an activation order with an
overall plan-he had issued his own plan based on the Chief of Staff Combined
Fleet's tentative plan of that date but he had reason to feel that this tenta-
tive plan would be changed. Now the new plan had been promulgated and he

"* CofS 6Th Base Air Force Dispatch 200002 October 1944, (addressees un-
known), War Diary 103RD Attack Unit, (701ST Air Group), Kokubu Detachment,
October 13th - 31st, 1944, WDC Document 160258, NA 12592.

** Detailed Action Report 901ST Air Group Night Se3arches, October 10th -
28th, 1944, WDC Document 160551, NA 129O2.

~' CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 200813 October 1944 to Combined Fleet,
(Combined Fleet De3OpOrd No. 363), War Diary DF-SHON 1, October 1944, WDC
Dociunent 161638, NA 11739.
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could see that, mept for delaying X-day twenty-four hours, that is from
October 24th to October 25th, there was no other change as regards his command
that could be considered vital. The attack scheduled for October 24th was new
in that his orders to accomplish this with his whole force had come from
Combined fleet Headquarters; still, the SHO One Plan provided for attacks by
the base air forces commencing on X-I day which was, of c€urse, October 24th.*

He was gratified at his coumaunder in chlefts understanding of the
command difficulties incident to the movement of the SIXTH Base Air Force to
the Philippines, which difficulties were cleared up, in part, in this order
by ordering him, upon arrival in the Philippines, to report to Commander SW
Area Force for duty. However, there still remained a conrusion because he
knew that while in the Philippines he would either operate in cooperation with
Comander FIFTH Base Air Force or he would command both air forces,** and this
had not as yet been settled. The former appeared more likely.

At 0858 he issued a dispatch order setting up the conmand organization
of the various units to be deployed to the Philippines.~ The unito were
organised as Western Attack Force ZERO under the direct command of Comnmander
SIXTH Base Air Force, This organization was to be applicable principally to
grounc activities while air operations would follow the command structure in
his ta-tical organization.

At about 0904 he received a dispatch from CinC Combined Fleet which
directed Commander SECOND Striking Force to consult with him regarding the
assignment of one to three destroyers as required to escort the convoy carrying
SIXTH Base Air Force personnel ard equipment from Formosa to the Philippines.
*** Records avai'lble do not indicate whether or not the above conference
occurred.

At about 1000 he received a dispatch from Commander Vain Force wherein
that commander advised all commands that (a) the Main Force would sortie from
Bungo Suido at 1800 October 20th, (b) gave the planned route that the force

* Kobile Force Operation Order No. 76, August 10th, 1914, Chapter II,
Concrete Operational Policy, Section A, Paragraph 1, ATIS Document No.
39, Part I, April 22nd, 1945 (NACHI Document).

** 6TH Base Air Force OpOrd No. 6, File of 6TH Base Air Force Operatien
Orders and Supplemental Material obtained from Captain Bunzo Shibata,
IJN, Senior Staff Officer, 611 Base Air Force, GHQ, FEC, Military
History Section Microfilm (unnumbered).

S' Commander 6TH Base Air Force Dispatch 200858 October 1944 to 6Th Base
Air Force, (6TH Base Air Force DesOpOrd No. 83), War Diary 103RD Attack
Unit, (701ST Air Group), Kokubu Detachment, October 13th - 31st, 1944,
WDC Docunent 160251, NA 12592.

SCinr Combined Fleet Dispatch 200834 October 1944 to Commanders 2ND
Striking Force, DESRON 1, (Combined Fleet DeaOjprd No. 460), War Diary
DESRON 1, October 3944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739..
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would follow, ard (c) requested that this information be given wide dissemi-
nation in order to assist in identification.* He had probably received
previously Commander Mobile Force dispatch 200021 in which he had outlined the
deployment of the Main Force and the SECOND Striking Force if these two fcoces
were to be Joined.e*

These dispatches were of considerable importance to him becauns on
October 16th CinC Combined Fleet had (a) placed certain elaeen~s of the 901st,
953rd and Okinawa Air Qkoups, located in the Formosa and Nansei Shoto areas,
under Couander SIXTH Base Air Force effective October 10th, for the SRO
Operation, and (b) had provided, at the same time, that these units would
retain some responsibility to their former commander with respect to surface
escort operations.*** Because he was operating these units, Coimmnder SIXTH
Base Air Force necessarily had to insure that they would not fail to provide
escort for the Main Force. He had accomplished this when, on October 18th.,
he had directed, in part, that that portion of the 901st and 953rd Air Groups
which was originally disposed in the Formosa and Nansei Shoto areas was to
return to these areas from its dispersal bases and was to provide antimubma-
rine patrols for the FIiST*0* and SICOND Striking Forces commencing October
20th.*~*N*

At about 1009 he received a dispatch from the Chief of Staff Combined
Fleet pointing out that Japanese aircraft had been attacked in unexpected
areas and advising caution.I****

At about 1032 he received a dispatch originated by the Chief of Staff
Combined Fleet to Commander Advance Expeditionary Force (Submarines) which

Commander Mobile Force Dispatch 200930 October 1944 to CinC Combined
Fleet, Commnnders 1ST and 2ND Striking Forces, 5TH, 6TH and 7Th Base
Air Forces, W Area Force, etc., Detailed Action Report No. 2, OYODO,
SHO No. I Operation, October 20th - 28th, 194, WDE Document 161007.
Cowmmnder Mobile Force Dispatch 200021 October 1944 to Comianders IST
and 2ND Striking Forces, Imperial GHQ (Navy Section), 5TH, bTH and 7TH
Base Air Forces, CinC Combined Fleet, etc., (Mobile Force DeEOpOrd No.
62), Detailed Action Report Main Force, S40 No. 1 Operatign, October
20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA U1744.
CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 161400 October 1944 to Combineci Fleet,
(Combined Fleet SpjesOpOrd No. 12), War Diary 25Th Air Flotilla,
October 1944, WDC Document 1601)7, NA 12278.

*4* Likely an error-should properly have been Main Forci since only the
Main Force and the 2ND Striking Force would be in the same area cover-
ed by Foromre and Nansei SWoto-based planes at this time.

S' Commander 6TK Base Air Force Dispatch 182012 October 1944 to 6TH Base
Air Force, (6TH Base Air Force DesOpOrd No. 80), War Diary 25th Air
Flotills, October 1944, W13C Document 160137, NA 12278.

SCofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 200939 October 1944 to All Air Groupe,
etc., War Diary 101ST Air Flotilla, October 1941, WDC Document 160304,
NA 12542.

211



.OK SIXTH BASE AIR FORCE0,COwm O, ctober 20Uh

stated that if unable to contact the ener he was, at his discretion, to re-
deploy all of his submarines to dispersed stations off Leyte in Area KO-3.*

This dispatch was likewise of considerable importance to him because
he now knew where friendly submarines would be operating during the forthec&-
ing crucial days. Althoagh he realized that there were only a limited number
of submarines available, he had reason to believe that he might get certain
reconnaissance Information from them.

At about 111 he received a dispatch from CinC Combined Fleet which,
among other items, relieved the SIXTH and SEVENTH Base Air Forces of responsi-
bility for patrols east of Honshu, Kyushu and Okinawa..* Whether or not this
action was a result of the dispatch*** which his Chief of Staff had sent the
day previously is not known, However, since it made available larger forces
to his corwAnd, it is assumed that it met with his thorough approval.

During the forenoon he learned of the Allied air attacks in the Philip-
pines and that his morning searches had all been negative.

At about 1215 he learned that CinC Combined Fleet had returned to his
headquarters at Hiyoshi.*e**

By early afternoon he had received reports that (a) the eneoy had land-
ed at U30 at Tacloban and (b) that two to three Allied task groups containing
six to ten CVE's (escort carriers) had been observed southeast of Samar.*****
Two of these sightings were apparently made at 0815 (Contact C) and 1240
(Contact EZ)N.*** These were on task units of TG 77,4/ which were operating to
the eastward of Lcyte (kulf in support of the landings.

SCinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 2016002 October 1944 to Commander Advance
Expeditionary Force (Submarines) Imperial GHQ (Navy Section), etc.,
(Combined Fleet DesOpOrd No. 3651, Detailed Action Report ZUIKAKU, SHO

No. I Operation, October 20th - 25th, 1944, WDC Document 161008.
S* CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 201044 October 1944 to All Comntanders 6THand 7TH Base Air Forces, (Combined Fleet DenOpOrd No. 366), Detailed

Action Repoti No. 2, Northern Attack Force, (2ND Base Air Force),
October 10th - November 15th, 19C , WDC un cument 161645, NA 12262.SCofS 6TH Bpse Air Force Dispatch 190030 October 1944 to Conwranders.
25TH and 51ST Air Flotillas, Shinchlku Air base, Detailed Action fte-
port No. 2, Northern Attack Force, (2ND Base Air Force), October
l~th - November 15?H, 1944, WDC Document 161645, NA 12262.

S CinG Combined Fleet Dispatch 201145 October 1944 to All Fleet and
Squadron Cormianders, Detailed Action Report, BATULV 1, SRO ý4o. 1
Operation, October 18th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 1174.4.

** Material for Situation J~stirntea, 1ST Section, Naval General Staff,
October 1944, WDC Document 216764 (Microfilm).

• Appemied Ch-irt I, Enemy Fleet Dispos1itons on October 20th, 194,
Detailed Action Report M14in Force, ýIO No. I Operat4on, October 20th -

29th, 1944, WDC D•cuaeint 161(0)5, NA 11744.
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HE NOW, IN PREPARATION FOR HIS NOV w(ENTS TO THE PHILIePINES AND THF
SROLE OF THE SIXTH BASE AIR FORCE THERE, HELD A COORDINATION CONFERENCE OF HIS
ATTACK UNIT COMMANDERS AT DAIKOZAN.*

THIS WAS A VERY WISE ACTION ON HIS PART BECAUSE MANY OF HIS COMMANDERS

WLIE , HAVIG REPORTED WITH THE RMINFORCE4MENTS, SOME HAD SUCCEEDED TO
COMMAND BEAUSE THEIR UNIT CORN1ANDERS HAD BEEN KILLED OR DISABLED, AND OTHERS
HAD HAD THE UAiAPPY EXPERIENCE OF OBSERVING THE VFRY HEAVY LOSSES, AND CONSE-
QU•IT LESSENING OF THE MORALE OF THE BASE AIR FORCES DURING THF BATTLE OFF
FORMOSA. HOWEVER, THERE HAD BEEN NO ALLIED CARRIER-BASED AIR ATTACKS ON
OKINAWA SINCE OCTOBER 14TH, AND NO B-29 AIR ATTACKS SINCE OCTOBER 17rH, WHICH
LATTER ATTACKS HAD BEEN WCALIZED IN SW FORMOSA.

Commander SIXTH Base Air Force had made the most of the resulting
opportunity to regroup his shattered force, to complete the movement to
Formosa, and to prepare for the SHO One deployment to the Philippines. He was
now almost ready for the latter deployment and therefore it was ccrrect to
discuss his plans with his subordinates.

AS HAS BEEN POINTED OUT IN VOLUME II** THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE FOR
PERSONAL CONFERENCES AND FREE DISCUSSIONS BECAUSE IN SUCH COEFEiRENCES THE
SUBORDINATES MAY BE FAMILIARIZED WITH THE PLANS AND HOPES OF THE COMAJNDER
AND MAY DISCUSS THEIR PROBLFMS IM)NG THEMSELVES AND WITH THE COMMANDER. IF
THIS IS ADEQUATELY ACCOMPLISHED, THEN, IN THE ABSENCE OF THE COMMANDER, THEY
CAN BE EXPX,"TED TO ACT AS HE WOULL HAVE THEM ACT. THIS WOULD BE PARTICULARLY
IMPORTANT IN THE PHILIPPlNES BiLAUSE IT WAS TO BE EXPEiATED THAT THE AIR POhER
OF THE ALLIED CARRIFR TASK FORCES WOULD INTERFERE WITH COMMUNICATIONS AND
WOULD FORCE MANY LESSER COMMANDERS TO MAKE DECISIONS WITHOUT ANY REFERENCE
WIATSOEVER TO THEIR IMMEDIATE SUPERIOR.

Having completed the conference he took action as follows: (a) he
sent a senior staff officer in the afternoon to the Philippines to confer with
the comnanders there to firm up details of basing, servicing, and operational
plans,*** (b) he transferred the FIFTH and 256th Attack Units from the 752nd

Air Oroup to the 701st Air Qroup.* He appears to have done this for the
purpose o;f simplifying administrative control because the above unitm were the
only units of the 752Md Air Gr-oup still remaininj under his command; the other
two units were in the "T" Force.

* War Diary 252ND Attack Unit, October 14th - November 15th, 1944, WDC
Document 160258, NA 12592.

** Volume II, Battle for Leyte Gulf (NavPers 92194). Naval War College,
1955, 0Operations of Commander Mobilt Force, October 18th", Chapter IV

6TH Base Air Force, (Oct.ober 10th - 23rd, 19414, Department of the Army,

Himtorical Division, Microfilm HS-22, Item B.
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Sonstine during this day, although the text. of the order* is not avail-
able to this study; he received word that CinC Combined Fleet had transferred
the 702nd Attack Unit from the "T" Force to the SIMI1 Base Air Force. Tfis
attack xit had been deployed too late to be incl-ded in the "T" Force atta"ks
from Kyushu. Since it consisted of at least twenty-nine land attack planes it
was a significant addition to his cotmnand.

It seems clear that at this time and possibl.y in the same dispatch he
received other "TO Force units as well, notably the 701st and 303rd Fighter
Units ano the 301st Reconnaissance Unit.** This seees so because these units
are included together with the 702nd Attack Unit in an attack organization
which Commander SIXTH Base Air Force issued the following day,

From the above Conmander SIXTH Base Air Force could see that for the
accomplishment of his objective, he was be g provided with maximum forces
available in the Combined Fleet.

It seems likely that at about 141'i, because of his covering responsi-
bilities, he received word that the Main Force had sorlied.** Since he knew
that the Main Force was not expected to sortie from Bungo Suido until 1800 it
seems reasonable to say that he realized that this dispatch merely referred to
the departure of that command frora its anchorages in the Inland Sea.

At 1442 he ordered search and attack operations for the SIXTH Bis.e Air
Force for the next day. Since he had been relieved of responsibility for
other sectors he was now concerned only with searches from Formosa prior to
his move to the PhilJppines. His order, which was issued as SIXTH Bare Air
Force DesOpOrd No. 84, was:

1. Search

a. F patrol sector

(1) FS-27, F-23 (search radius 450 miles, lateral search ninety
miles), 901st Air Group.

(2) FS-31, F-20 (search radius 450 miles).

b, FS patrol sector

* ClinC Combined Fleet DesOpOrd No. 349, (Date-Time-C7oup not available),
War Diary 752nd Ai- Qroup, October 1944, WDC DocumernL 161634, NA 13230.

'* 6TH Base Air Force Operation Order No. 110, October 21st, 1944, File of
6TH Base Air Force OperAtions Orders ano Supplemental Material obtained
from Captain Bunzo Shibkta. TJN, Senior Staff Officer, 6TH Base Air
Force, GHQ, FD., Military History Section Microfilm (unnumbered).

* * Commander Mobile Force Dispatch 201349 October 1944 to CinC Combined
F~eet, Detailed Action Report No. 3, YAMATO, SHO No. 1 Antiair and
Surface Actions, October '1th - 28th, 1194, WLXi )ueument 161639.
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i= 5XTII BASE AIR FORiCE

(1) bae. pointr Karwtnk FS*o27 (sear-h r~acl~ui 3WA rdloa),
MGM~I A ir 'Division.

(2) Base Poi.'it: lohi&%ki V4r~ 3-26 (saror~h radius 2L)O
. Tila)- n?!U Air rlotuu.

2a Atta*

5S0 No, I. attack fbrce-4o9i.fm 0600 i~o be ready to take Wf on1
W-~rty rimts.I~ rvntices from 1000 to be radr to ta~ce off 5ne bourl notc,

16te: In connection wiith the aboveý. F-.20 was O954'T) ý F~--:3, U0'T);- F-2.6 a4A

Hie may also have ordered sno6.her search to be flown froct Garen bi in
the morning to coytr the approximata sector betwetn 1U0 0 -163 0 ( t) to # distepnce
of ab~tot 450 miles., bunt the records concerning it a,'e not~ tcoo specific, It is
thowrn in a daily dia&-aimatic intelligence m~wiary of en=Wq positions. %,Opt by
Commnder Main Force*ir "n also indleated in one othier document wbich records
at, letat one plane searching in that isector..**

Sometime in the lat.e axternoon. he rectived a dirpetch from Chie of
Staf Coubined 7leet in which a double penetration into Leyte Gulf wab ouggen't-
ed for considrstior by Gomniander MOP~T Striking Pjrco.**** Thi'. dispatch
likely caused hism cionsiderable concerr fl.,r if tl'e FIFTH aii SIXTU Baue Air
Forces were to 4iiwnish air %ýovrr to the FIRST Striking Force, the division of
this latter force into tom units would 'require a double covering of fort. On
the other hand, if the air suppo'.-t was to consist vmly of offiensivc attacks
agninet the~ Allied carrier task forces then the division of fLorces w'uuad
result In few changes in hits plans. It can be sai'e)y aa'numed, thiwt. he closely

* ~watched future developmaents.

At .16,5 his Chief of Staff see. ai dispatch to the sarface force,

corsanaxers and to the SIXTH Base Air Force which dispatch stated (a) titat an

* ConrATde&'T6Watie Air Force Pibpatch 20341a October 1944 o 4 9 Qs
Air Force,, (6TH Bane Air Force DesOp)rd No. 84), Detailed Action Report.
901st Air Group,, Night Searches, October 10th - 26th, 1944, #1)0
Documuext 1605,51, MA 124~02.

4*typandred Chart 1,Irir kney P'leet Dispoiitiona on. October 21stu, Detailed
Aw~ion R~eport M4ain Force, $110 go. 1 Operation, October 20th-
1944, wm) Dornxtnt 161006, #1k 13.744.

* Detailed Action Report No. 1, 2630~ Attack Unit., (65.301 kir Group),, MO
Operations, October 14th -21.st, 194h4.) WWO Document 161004, NA 12605.

*-RCoIS Combined Fleet Dianatch 201006 October 1944, (Adidressees Unkno~wn
except Inf C(M*ATDI.V 1), Inform~ation compiled by Captain '1t3hikasu
Ohimato e~x-IJN, Japvinese Res&-xr.;h Di-rIvion, HIQ, USAFF, Miltitary History
Section., relating to Penet~ration Operations of 1ST Strikcing Force,
1?iattle for Leytt Onilf, cantaintm in HQ, t'SAFFE,, Milittry History Section

le We" arch 30th, 1954 to Preeident, N1aval. War College.
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___ C SIXM BA= AIR FORCE
C(2--,IM October 20th

attack had been scheduled by Cunamaer Western Attack Force TWO &Fainst the
"enemy task force east of Lamon Bay" 'n the night of October 22nd employing
the 702nd Attack Unit and flying boats of the 901st Air Group, and (b) re-
quested that surface force commanders maki necessary arrangremnts.*

From this dispatch, it is apparent that Conzander SIXTH Base Air Force
had earlier in the day informed the major fleet crmanders of the essential
elements of his operation order,** which he was to proualgate the following
day since the attack referred to is contained in that ordor. However, sinue
norte uf the above surface forces were expected to be in the Lawn Bay area,
the precise meaning off the dispatch is far from clear.

About 1710 he probably received a report of a 1640 contact on five
battleshirs, ten old destroyers and twenty transports near hOumonhon Island
(Contact H).*** It is -ilso likely that during the day he received, at least
in sumary, reports of the numerous radio direction finder fixes on enemy
forces to the eastward of the northern and central. Philippines, which in-
.ated the presence of large forces--a number obviously with carriers as a
nucleus.

The senior staff off 'cer whom he had sent to Manila arrived there at
sundown and immediately went into an operational conference with the staff of
Commander FIFTH Ba- Air Force relative to the movement of the SIXTH Base Air
Force to the Philippines. Matters discussed were deployment bases, location
of headquarters and the state of readiness of the deployxent bases.****

At 2030 hit Chief of Staff sent a dispatch to Commander SECOND Strik-
ing Force requesting that three destroyers proceed to Takao immediately in
accordance with Combined Fleet DesOpOrd No. 378.-**N* Although the DesOpOrd

number does not agree w'th the recorded number (DesOpOrd No. 460) of CinC
Combined Fleel, . dispatch sent that, mornirAg,***** it is presumed that the

* CofS TBi-e Air Force Dispatch 201655 October 1944 to IST and 2ND

Strikin,. Forces, Main Force, War Diary Z!.rJII,?, October 1st - 25th,
1944, UDC Document 161636, NA 11973.
6TH Base Air Force operation Order No. 110, October 21st, 1944, File
of 6TH &ase Air Force Operation Orders and 3upplemental Material
--b.ained from 2aptain Bunzo Snibata, IJN, Sen-ior Staff Officer, 6TH

tse Air Force, GHQ, FEC, Militar-. History Section Microfilm
(unnumbered).
Appended Chart 1, Enemy Fleet Dispositions on October 2Oth, 194,4,
Detailed Action Report Main Force, ýSHO No. 1 Operation, October 2Oth-
29th, 194.4*, WDC Document 161(Y)5, NA 11744. (C(O¶ilATDIV 1 r-.corded
ten cruisers rather than ten old destroyers).

t*i-* ~5Morandum Notes of Captain Bunzo Shibita, IJN, Senior Staff Officer,
6TH Base Air Force, October 10th - 23rd, 1944, Department of the Arnmy,
HistoricEl D:Ivision Microfilm i1.-.'? item B.

•frk4* CofS 6TH &ase Air F- ,! Dispatch 2)2030 October 1944 to CofS 21I4)
St~rLking Porce, War .ýiary DET;RON 1, October 1941*, WDC Document 016-38,
NA 11739.

**•fr~ Cln(C Cornhin d Fleet D)ispatch (X)8O43 October 1944 to Commuauder 2ND

,Striking F'orce, (Combited Fleet I)e!()ýpOr No. 4h,), W'ir )iax: -.-- N l0
Oct,_',?er V944, DC DocuLxunclt 61638Y, NA 11739
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CCM SW AUKA FMCRC
October 20th -

three destroyers requested were for convoy escort to protect the movement of
SIXTH Base Air Force units to the Philippines.

By this time he probably knew that Vice Admiral Ta~krjir* Onishi, who
had ai rived In Manila from Takao on October 17th, had relieved Vice Admiral
Kimpel Teraoka as Coummander FIF~tH Base Air Force..* It will be recalled from
Volume I that Vice Admiral Onishi had accompanied CinC Combined Fleet to Talmo
on October 16th at which time CinC Combined. Fleet had also transferred his
personal headqua~rters there from Shinchikm.** When CinC Combined Fleet departo-
ed for Hiyoshi the following day ((ý,tober 17th) Vice Admiral Onishi departed
for Manila. It s,~me logical to believe that both Vice Admiral Onishi and
Commander 8.1111 Base Air Force, during the visit to Takao, discussed the plann--

ed movement of the SIXTH Base Air Force to the Philippines and the numerousproblem (cconzwid was one) which would arise.

Prior to midnight he was aware that the two radar equipped flying
boats had taken departure from Garan Bi on search at 2150 and 224O.N"N go
other action of Commader SIXTH1 Base Air Force is recorded for this day.

(4) Ope-ationa of Gonuander SW Area For--e,, October 2Dth.

Commander SW Area Force: as on previous days,, remained at hi. head-
quarters in Manila. He knew from the large numbers of carriers which had been
observed on the previous day (at least ten off Lamon Bay,, and eleven carriers
and escort carriers in the vicinity of Leyte Gulf) ,**** and from the fact that
there were at least three large convoys, composed large)l- of tran3ports,
converging on Leyte Gutlf that an Allied landing in strength was aoout to occur
in the Leyte area.

At about 0032 he received Commander A1XTH Base Air Force's dispatch
which established an attack organization comprised of about 330 aircraft .*~****

Durine the early monring 1le received CinO Combined Fleet ds Des~pOrd
No. 362 directing him after consultationer with the FOURTEENTH Ar-ea Arm~y to

* Philippine Area Naval Operations, Part TT, October - December 1944,
2UD Dfuwbilization Bureau, Japanese Gov,:rnynent, October 1947, Depart-
ment of the Army, Historical Division File No. 8-5p J,'-104.

** Volume 1, Battle for Leyte Gulf (NavPers 91973), Naval War College,
1953','Operationa of CinO Combined Fleet, October 16th", Chapter Ill
(e) (7) (a).

** Detailed Action Report 901st Air Groitp, Night Searches, Oct~ober10th-
2'9th, 1.94, WDC Document 160551, NA 12402.

***Commander 51H Base Air Force Dk-spatch 191336 October 1944 to 5TH Base
Air Force Battle Report Addressees, War Diary 103RD Attack Unit,
(701st Air Group), October 1944, WDC Docwument 160258~, NA 12592.

**I*Commander 6TH Bai'se Air Force Di~paitch 200002 October 1944p (Addresse%:er
Unknown), War Diary 103RD Attack Unit, (70131' Air Group), Kokubu
Detachmetnt, (1.tober 13th - 31st, 1944, WDC Document 160258, NA 12592'.
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order the SROND Striking Force to expedite counterlanding operatione Frn.
this, he could see that there was little likelihood that CRDJIT TRTY-.-YAE and
DW•OX ONE would be employed in support of either th6 FiRST Stc 'iting Force or
the Main Force.

At 0432 he ordered the local defense forces in the Mal'" area to, pre-
pare to execute the NUN Operation.* While details of this plan are r sweail-
able to this study, it ap;,ears to have prescribed the tasks to be 'andertaken
by the SK Area Forces against thi) British force attacking in the Ca•• Yftobar

Islands area.

Re awaited reports from his reconnaissanze planes on the moveoente of
the Allied forces concertrating in the Leyte area. Long range air searmhes
bad been cancelled due to lack of aircraft, as discussed later under ColuaMd-
er FIFTH Base Air Force. Therefore, he had. to depend upon his area recon-
naissanme planes for contact reports. These reports would perforce only cover
the Allied units in or near Leyte CMlf. hvwever, bpcause of thne convergance
of Allied forces in Leyte Gulf, he expected that the reconnaissance reports
would cover most of ti':. Allied forces in the Area.

During the early rorenoon he received word from thý. army that at 0610
the Allies had landed at Tacloban.** At the same tima he received rord of the
"large Allied forces off TacloLan and Dulag, and of the fact that tv, to throee
en=7• task groups with a nucleus of six - ten CVE (escort carriers) were
operating SE of -Sa.ar (likely ContactL C and E).*** and of the further fact
that heavy bombardment operations were underway from Tacloban to Dulag.

Shortly thereafter he received Commander SIXTH Base Air vore' s DesOp-
Ord No. 83 which allocated forces to Commander Western Attack Force ZERO,
mainly from Western Attack Force ONE.*Ii*

At about 0929 he received a dispatch from the Chief of Staff Combined
Fleet directing the FIRST Striking Force to enforce strict vigilance against
large enemy aircraft; while anchored in Brunei Bay.*

Commander SW Area Force Dispatch 200432 October 1944 to SW Area Force,
(SW Area Force DesOpOrd No. 670), War Diary 23RD Air Flotilla, October
1944, WDC Docume,7 160264, VA 12546.

1* Detailed Action Report 254TH Air Group, (Taiwan Detachment), October
13th - 27th, 1944, WDC Document 161429, NA I432.

" **• Material for Situation XEtinates, 1ST Section, Naval General Staff,
October 1944, WDC Document 216764 (Microfilm).

"" * Commander 6TH Base Air Force Dispatch 200858 October 1944 to 6TH Base
Air Force, (6TH Base Air Force DesOpOrd No. 83), War Diary 103RD Attack
Unit, (701MT Air Group), Kokubu Detachment, October 13th - 31st, 1944,
WUC Document 160258, NA 12592.

*55* CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 200859 October 1944 to Csof3 1ST Striking
Force, SW Area Force, 5TH Base Air Force, Detailed Action Report Wo. 3,
!&MP.?, SilO No. I. Antiair and Sur'face Actionm, October 17th - 28th,
1944, WTrC Document 16,1639.
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At about 1309 he received another disartch from the Chief of 3taff
Comiined Fleet which cautioned all commanders to be alx t to the possibility
of nthercepion by enemy fighters in groups of about four at any and all times,
* These facts were not unfamiliar to NzR. However, this dispatch does show
tbe concern wivt which the Combined Fleet staff viewed the difficulty of
obtaintng adequate search information from search aircraft continually undar
harasizmt.

Meanwhile, as Conmnader Philippine Force, he had been in continuous
conmunination with CinC Southern Aray relative to the reinforcements the army
planned to move to Leyte from the Visayas. On the previous day he had been
advised that the army planned o move two battalions, and was studying whether
to land these two battalions on Leyte on the east coast as a counterlanding or
on the west coast as rcinforcementsa** Today he had been advised that the
army now planned to land three battalions instead of two and to land thm- on
the west coast. At 0945 his Chief of Staff advised Commander THIRTT-THIRD
Special Base Force (who tias based at Cebu) to that effect and requested him to
report the number of small craft in his area which could be concentrated at
the W4sembarkation point and employed in unloading operations.***

At about 1000 he received Commander Main Forcels dispatch advising all
commands that he planned to sortie through Bungo Suido that evening at 1800
and giving his planned track until 0600 October Z3rd.***

At 1017 he directed (a) Commander FIFTH Base Air Force to transfer
five carrier attack planes from his reserve to an active air group and (b)
Commander THIRD Base Air Force to provide the crews.*****

This dispatch seems unusual in that it merely represented a transfer
of five aircrews from the THIRD to the FIFTH Base Air Force. Why Commander SW
Area Force exercised such intimate control over individual air units is not
known. Perhaps his air strength was so reduced that he deemed it necessary to
control it in the greatest detail; perhaps, and this seems the more likely,

* CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 20939 October 19,44 to All Fleet. and
Squadron Commanders, Combined Fleet, War Diary IOIST Air Flotilla,
October 1944, WDC Document 160304, KA 12542.

5* CofS S Area Force Dispatch 192230 October 1944 to Cir, Combined Fleet,

Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operation, October 17th - 27th,
1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

S* CofS Philippine Force Dispatch 200945 October 1944 to Commander 33RD
Special. Base Force, Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, 51O Operation,
October 17th - 27th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

*** Commander Mobile Force Dispatch 200930 October 1944 to All Commands,
Detailed Action Report No. 2, OTODO, SHO No. 1 Operation, October
20th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161007.

*•** Commander SW Area Force Dispatch 201017 October 1944 to Comnanders 5TH
Base Air Force, and Western Attack Force, (SW Area Force DesOpOrd No.
671), Detsiled Action Report No. 3, 253RD Attack Unit, (331ST Air
Oroup), October 20th - November 13th, 1944, WDC Document 160354,
NA 12378.
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SCCM S AREA FORCE
October 2Dth1

the fact that the incumbent commuder of the FIFTH Base Air Force wao about to
be relieved caused him to feel that, in order to preserve continuity in oor-
wand during the changeover, it wis necessary for him to i3sue or@ere which
would normlly be issued by the air force coimander. Regardless of the
reason Caimander FIFTH Bas Air Force was no doubt oagnisant of it and should
wtr have been overly -disturbed by the procedure.

Durb. the forenoon he received reports from the Leyte area of enow
action, culminating in reports of aen landings at both Tacloban (believed to
consist of three battalibns of marines)* and Sogod Bay areas.** He also knew
of the heavy Allied air attacks against the Philippines.

About noon he learned that the enem had landed at Tacloban and that
the SIXTENTH Division was doing its utmost to destroy the landirg forces.

RECORDS AVAILABLE TO THIS STUDY DO NOT INDICATE THAT HE ISSUED SPb1IAL
INSTRUCTIONS TO COUNTER TUE LANDINGS. AT THIS TIRE, EXCEPT FOR THE SMON)
S3RING FORCE, WHICH WAS TO BE MPLOYE FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES, HE HAD
Z USMY LIMITED SURFACE FORCES WITH WHICH TO COUNTER THIS LANDING CONSISTING
OF SACHASRUS, MINECAFT, ONE GUNBOAT, THREE TRANSPORT GROUPS, A LARGE NUKBER
OF SUICIDE BOATS AND A FEW MIDGET SUBMARINES. THE SUICIDE BOATS WERE REPORT-
A)LY STILL IN CORREGIDOR AND THE MIDGET SUBUARINES AT CEBU BUT, BECAUSE OF THE
DAA THEREON IS INCONCLUSIVE, IT IS NOT KNOWN WHETHER THEY WERE THERE OR KY?.
Ij EITHER CASE, THERE WAS LITTLE OPPORTUNITY FOR THEIR NOPLOD1EN IN VIFM OF
THE SITUATION. FRO24 THE ABOVE IT CAN BE ASSUMED THAT THE NAVAL SURFACE FORCES
AVAILABLE TO COHAMNDER SW ARFA FORCE AS COWAND•R PHILIPPINE FORCE W•E OF
"NUISANCE VAIUF ONLY.***

At about 1215 he learned that CinC Combined Fleet had returned to his
headquarters at "iyoshi.4***

During the formoon he continued his consultations with the ariq re-
lative to (a) the number of troope and supplies to be transported to Leyte,

I * Mewrandum of Vice Admiral Ounichi Mikawa, JN, (0mn SW Area Fleet),
(IRQ, FBC, Special Historical Collection, Supporting Documents to General
of the Army Douglas MacArthur's Historical Report on Allied Operations
in the Southwest Pacific Area, (Item. 31, Footlocker 7 of 10, SWPA Series
Volume II).

"* Material for Situation Estimates, IST Section, Naval General Staff,
October 1944, WDC Document 216764 (Microfilm).

•'* Philippine Area Naval Operations, Part I, May 1942 - September 1944, 2ND
Dewbl_.mation Bureau, Japanese Government, Angust 1947, GHQ, FW,
Historical Section File No. 8-5, JS-14; also The Imperial Japanese Navy
in World War II, prepared by G-2, GHQ, FMC, Military History Section,
pecial Staff Febr'imry 1952.

CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 201145 October 1944 to All Fleet and
Squadron Commanders, Detailed Action Report BAThIV 1, SHO No. 1 Opera-tion, October lth - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
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(b) from where and (a) when* He now knew that three battalions were to be
=ved fýrm the Visayan to the west coast of Leyte to be landed there at dawn
October 25th. Perhaps there were other troops to be moved as well. He had to
be preparae. So, at 13%0, he advised CCMCRUDIY SIIXTEE that he was conferring
with the aM regarding counterattack operations and required an urgent report
as to the (1) mmbers of large and small landing craft which each ship could
load, (2) types and rvmbers of craft presently on board and (3) numbers of
troop, whieh could be carried,*

At 142 he told Commander SECOND Striking Force that he (a) was pre-
sently conferring with the MANJU MM and RAKUYO M•U concerning counterattack
operations (since these two ships were to be eplaoyed as transports), and (b)
considered it advisable for Commander SECOND Striking Force to confe directly
with the POURTERM Area Axvy concerning details.** In this dispatch he
referr-ed to CizYJ Combined Fleet's DesOpOrd No. 362 which directed Commander SW
Area Force to ourder the SECOND Striking Force to carry out counterlanding
operations as quickly as possible,***

At 1428 he notified Commander SECOND Striking Force that (a) the orders
to CRUDT? TWBM-ONE and DEBRON ONE to standby at Makto and to CRUDIV SIXTM
to standby at Brunei were cancelled, (b) the SECOND Striking Force (henceforth
including CRUDIV SIXTEM ) would move as directed by Commander SECOND Striking
ForceNNNN

At 1533 he roceived Combined Fleot DeeOp)rd No. 363 which, among other

thinges, (a) established X-day as October 25th, (b) directed (1) the FIRST
Gtriking Force to penetrate to the Tacloban area at dawn of that date, (2)
Commander SW Area Force, in command of all shore-based naval air forces in the
Philippine area, to carry out destructive attacks against eneWy carrier and
invasion forces in coordination with FIRST Striking Force penetration opera-
tions, to transport troops to the battle area in cooperation with the army
_nd (3) dirented the SIXTH Base Air Force to proceed to the Philippines where,
under the tactical command of Commander SW Area Force, it was to execute an
all-out attack against the enew carriers on October 24th (Y-day).**0**

dofS SW Area Force Dispatch 201-340 tober 1944 to CC3ONCERI16,U Detail-
ed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operation, October 17th ,- 27th, 1944,
WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

SCofS SW Area Force Disiatch 201425 October 1944 to Coumander 2ND Strik-
ing Force, Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SRO Operation, October
17th - 7th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

* Letter from Captain Toshikazu Ohmae, ex-IJN, formerly Senior Staff
Officer Mobile Force to Mr. Clarke Kawakami, •W•ld War II Battle
Evaluation Group, Naval War College, unda'ed, but received Washington,
D.C. April 13th, 1953.

Nam% Comnander SW Area Force Dispatch 201428 October 1944 to Commander 2ND
Striking Force, (SW Area Force DeaOpOrd No. 672), War Diary DEJRON 1,
October 194, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.

*CInC Combined Fleet Dispatch 200813 October 1944 to Corbined Fleet,
CinC Southern Arsq, Im ial QIQ, China Area Fleet, etc., (Combined
Fleet DevOpOrd No. 363), War Diary BATDIV 1, October 1944, WDC Document
161638, NA 11739.
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This dispatch was of particular importance because it (a) established
a new L-day and (b) clearly and specifically directed Coumander SIX"H Base Air
Force to report to him for duty. He now would have direct comazund of the
TRD Base Air Force and commard of the FIFTH and SIXTH Base Air Forces
through their respective commanders. Thans, he would be able to coordinate all
naval air operations with the operations of other forces within his area, and
would be able better to ooordinate - area operations with those of other
forces of the Combined Fleet, He could estimate that the SIXTM Base Air Force
planes, which had been cheduled to move up to the Philippines on the 21st and
22bd,* were now pregumably delayed one day because of the delay in X-day.

Also during the afternoon he received Chief of Staff Combined Fleet
dispatch concerning the penetration of the FIRST Striking Force and suggesting
consideration of a double penetration.** This dispatch undoubtedly lent
weight to the dispatches which followed between Commander SEMOD) Striking
Force, himself and Imparial General Headquarters (Navy Section) regarding the
employment of the SECOND Striking Force, less CRUDIV SIXTEEN, as an attacking
force through Surigao Strait. At about 1600 (it was received by CC#WDESN ONE
at this time) he received, as an information addressee, a dispatch from CinC
Combined Fleet regarding assignment of one to three destroyers from the SWOND
Striking Force to duty escorting a convoy carrying personnel and equipment of
the SIXTH Base Air Force from Formosa to the Philippines.*** This was a
welcome dispatch since all material and personnel rqxjuired for operations in
the PhilippInes could not be transferred from Formosa by air and therefore sea
transport was very necessary.

At 1815 he cancelled his order to prepare to execute the HUN Operation&

At about 1826 he likely received Comander SECOND Striking Force's
dispatch to CC!CRLJDIV SIITEl d~-lect' r•g that uomnandr- to consult directly with
the FORTEEMTH Area Army and then to carry out the first movement of tr-oop
reinforcments to Leyte.K4VN*

l-- Commander 6M1 Base Air Force Dispatch 191050 October 1944 to-6TH Base
Air Force, War Diary 103RD Attack Unit, (7013T Air Group), [okubu De-
tachment, October 13th - 31st, 1944, WDC Document 160258, NA 12592.

4*• CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 201006 October 19"4, (addressees unknown
except info CCMBATDIV 1), Information compiled by Captain Toehikazu
Ohmae, em-IJN, Japanese Research Division, HQ, USAFFE, Military History
Section, relating to Pentration Operations of 13T Striking Force,
Battle for Leyte Gulf, contained in HQ, USAFFS, Military History
Section letter March 30th, 1954 to Presidcnt, Naval War College.

*•-: CiRC Combined Fleet Dispatch 20034 October 1944 to Commander 21w
Striking Force, (Combined Fleet DesOpOrd No. 460), War Diary DESRON 1,
October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.

**** Commander S Area Force Dispatch 201815 October 194). to 39 Area Force,
(SW Area Force DesOpOrd No. 674), War Diary 23RD Air klotilla, October
1944, WDC Document 160264, NA 12546.

i'** Commander 2ND Striking Force Diopatch 2201756 October 1944 to COMMCUDIV
16, (2W1 Striking Force DesOpOrd No. 8), War Diary DISON 1, October
1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.
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At about 132 he learned that the FRS? StirkingForce had beeo plated
moderi the direct oammazsl of C~xk Combined Float,

At about 1836 he received a dispatch 201806 (quoted in full under
00pwti~ons of Cowiander 8=03U Striking Force# October 2OthO) from the Chief
of Staff MOM Striking ?rce to Comnde W Area Fore, wherei the Cbi of
of Staff mWi. Important recommendatiorA concerning the pl~oamat of CMUIT
811YM , on one band,, and of CWDIV TWUTY-ONE and DIMN O1W on the other.*

At about 1353 he received a 41ispatch from CCK .ICDV SIrTf replying
to his 201%0 and giving (a) the mziter of large and small land'" craft which
could be loaded on the AO6A (none), ILNI (two swall) and URAKAMI (none); (b)
the ner of boats presently on board AOBA (four boats and one sma l landing
craft), K12U (four boats), URARaNI (three boats)l (c) the number of troops and
-pplioee which seuId be loaded AODA (1200 men, 250 cubic motors), KIM (500
mrn,, 200 cubic meters), URAIWII (200 men, twenty cubic meters). After provid-
ing the above information COMMRUDIT SIXTVZ stated that, since the projected
operations were to be carried out under heavy air attack, it was essential
that the loading and unloading be completed in a single operation, le further
stated that, under these conditions, the boats listed above were inadequate in
ner and capacity and therefore he considered it vital to dispatch addition-
al boats in advance to the scheduled loading and unloading points.**

At about 1921 he should have received information that the SECOND
Striking Force would sortie from Mako at 0700 on the 21st of October and head

soamth.***

At 1958 his Chief of Staff sent a dispatch to Commarner SECOND Strik-
ing Force telling him that CinC Southern Arm had requested Imperial General
Headquarters (ArM Section) to make arnaJ4aents for the SEC0N Striking Force
to transport the SIITY-EIrGMT1 Brigade in Formosa for use in counterattack
operations."NWO

* CofS 2ND Striking Force Dispatch 201806 October 1944 to Comatnder SW
Area Force, Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operation, October
17th - 27th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

4* OOCRUDIV 16 Dispatch 201823 October 194 to Coymnander SW Area Force,
Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operation, October 17th - 27th,
1?44, uiC Document 161005, NA 11.74.

--. Commander 2ND Striking Force Dispatch 201851 October 1944 to CinO
Combined Fleet, War Diary BATDIV 1, October 1944, WDC Document 161638,
NA .1739.

S' CofS S Area Force Dispatch 201958 October 1944 to Comnder 2ND Strik-
ing Force, info CinC Combined Fleet, C(ICRUDIV 16, etc., Detailed
Action Report CRUDIV 16, M*O Operation, October 17th - 27th, 1944,
WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
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Comnder W Area Force was row roquired to weigh the advice of his
subordimate comander, Comander SWOND Striking Forces with the desires of
CUC Southern Army to move troops to Leyte fr6m Formosa. He decided to refer
this eerion's disap'eamant to a higher echelon. At 2137,p through his Chief of
Staff,, he sent a dispatch to Isperial General Headquarters (Navy Section).
This dispatch (a) reported that CinC Southern Army was endeavoemg to obtain
the support of the Imperial General Headquarters (Army Section) for the ew-
plopnmt of the 3WaO9 Striking Force in the transportation of the SIXTY-
KrtZT. Brigade from Formosa to the Philippines, (b) stated that Cosmmander Mi
Arme Force considered it more advantageous to employ CRUDIV TWENTT-O= and
DEOWN ONE as a support force in the decisive battle operations, (c) since
there was no other suitable transportation available in the area (Formosa)
acceptance of the request of Cizn Southern Aror would risk losing the tactical
opportunity and was therefore considered infeasible, and (d) stated that he
would conduct further direct liaison with the Southern Army but requested that
Imperial General Headquarters (Navy Section) consider the above in arriving at
any deciseon.*

While his other forces were grouping for the battle ahead Commander SW
Area Force now awaited orders from Imperial General Headquarters regarding the
SECOND Striking Force.

By this time he kivew that at 2000 Vice Admiral Onishi had relieved
Vice Admiral Teraoka as Coi;ander FIFTH Base Air Force.**

Meanwhile he had been receiving information presumably from Army Head-
quarters, concerning the situation confronting the SIXTEENTH Division. At
mi.dnight he estimated the situation as of that hour as follows:

between(a) One hundred ships of various types were (operating off shore)
between Palo and San Jose (Tacloban area).

(b) The estimated strength of the landing force (in the Tacloban area)
was about one division.

(c) There appears to be a possibility that about one division was
making a landing in the Dulag area as well.

(d) At about 2000 the THIRTY-THIRD Infantry Regiment was holding theh
hill positions northeast, west and north of Palo, and the hill positions west
of Tacloban.

SCof3 SW Area Force Dispatch 202137 October 1944 to Imperial OIQ (Navy
Section),Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operation, October 17th -
27th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

SDiary of Vice Admiral Kimpei Teraoka, IJN, August lot - November let,
1944, 5TH Base Air Force in SHO C,.eration, (IQ, FEC, Special Historical
Collection, Supporting Documents Lo General of the ArMy Douglas Mac-
Arthur's Historical Report on Allied Operations in the Southwest Pacific
Area, (Item 30, Footlocker 7 of 10, SW•A Series, Volume Ii).I224
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(e) Apparently no eney landings had been made as yet (1) in the
area whar(' the 1WENTIETH Infantry Regiment's main strength was located and (2)
in the Caan area where the NINTH Infantry Regiment was located.*

'XIS INFORNATION WAS IN GiRO INCORRECT AND SHOWS PLAINLY THE GREAT
DIFFICULTY/ IN OBTAINING CORRECT INFORKATION UNDER THE CONDITIONS OF SURPRISE
AND INFFRICI1ITY IN BOTH GROUND AND AIR STRENOTH. The estimate of the number of
ships operaAing between Palo and San Jose was about forty per cent too low;
two infantry divisions instead of one (FIRST Cavalry and TWENTY-FOURTH In-
fantry) had landed between Palo and San Jose; the Allies held some of the hill
positions northeast, west and north of Palo and notably held Hill No. 522; it
was not a possibility but was instead a fact that two Allied infantry divi-
sions (SEVENTH and NINETY-SIXTH) had landed in the Dulag are&o (There was no
intention of landing opposite Catoon Hill but, instead, it was planned to out-
flank it from the south).*

During the night and until past midnight he held an operational con-
ference at his headquarters with, amng others, Commander FI'H Base Air Force,
a senior staff officer from the SIXTH Base Air Force,,*** and a naval liaison
officer with the FOURTH Air Army.N*** Here the Clark Plan (what this plan was
is not known), among other items also not known, was discussed.*****

(a) Operations of Conmmner SECOND Striking Force, October 20th.

At 0000 October 20th Commander SECOND Striking Force, with the
SECOND Striking Force consisting of CRUDIV TWENTf-ONE and DESRON ONE, less the
HATSZMARU and CRUDIV SIXYTEM, was proceeding through Formosa Strait en route
Mako. The HATSUHARU was also in Formosa Strait proceeding independently to
Mako.****** CRUDIV SIXTEEN in company with the FIRST Striking Force was an
route Brunei under instructions to await orders there.****

•*-- Memorandum. of Vice Admiral Gunichi Mikawa, IJN, (CinC SW Area Fleet),
LIiQ, FFE, Special Historical Collection, Supporting Documents to

General of the Army Douglas MacArthur's Historical Report on Allied
Operations in the Southwest Pacific Area, (Item 31, Footlocker 7 of
10, SWPA Series, Volume II).
6TH U.S. Army, Report of the Leyte Operation, October 20th - December
25th, 1944, undated.
Captain Bunzo Shlbata, IJN. I
Comnander Michitaka Hiramoto, IJN.

***** Memorandum Notes of Captain Bunzw Shibata, IJN, Senior Staff Officer,

6TH Base Air Force, October 10th - 23rd, 1944, Department of the
Army, Historical Division Kicrofilm HS-22, Item B.

*'' Commander 2ND Striking Force Dispatch 181555 October 1944 to
HATSUHARU, War Diary DESRON 1, October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA

11739.
*•**1*** Commander SW Area Force Dispatch 181540 October 1944 to 2ND 6triking

Force, CCOCRUDIV 16, (SW Area Force De.OpOxr, No. 662), War Diary
DFSiON 1, October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.
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It appears that sometime around 0030, at which time it was receiv-
ed by COMCMIDIV SIXTEEN, he received a dispatch from the Chief of Staff SW
Area Force (a) discussing the Southern Army plans for reinforcement of Leyte,
(b) indicating that since the first echelon would number but two battalions
only CRJDIV SIXTEW and about two transports would be required and (c) stating
that he saw no objection to the employment of reminder of the SECO)N Striking
Force (CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE and DEON ONE) in support of either the FIRST Strik-
ing Force or the Main Force.*

At 0200 he received a dispatch from Commander Takao Guard District
directing the Luson Strait Force to provide antisubmarine patrol for the SECOND
Striking Force.**

Sometime during the early morning he likely intercepted CiuC
Combined Fleet's DesOpOrd No. 362 to Commander SW Area Force wherein that
commander was directed to order the SEOND Striking Force to carry out counter-
landing operations as quickly as possible. From this, he could see that (a)
his command was definitely committed to counterlanding operations and (b) the
possibility that he might be employed in support of the FIRST Striking Force
or the Main Force was remote indeed.

Shortly after 0800 he arrived at Mako where he was rejoined by the
HATSHARIU. Beginning at 0730 and continuirW through the day until 1700 there
"was a four-plane CAP over his force, furnished by special. orders from a unit
of the SIXTH Base Air Force.**

At about 0904 he received orders from CinC Combined Fleet to con-
sult with Commander SIXTH Base Air Force and then to provide from one to three
destroyers, as required, for escort of a convoy transporting ground personnel
and material of the SIXTH Base Air Force from Formosa to 'he Philippines.***•
After consulting with Commander SIXTH Base Air Force, he decided to a3sign
this task to the three destroyers of DJSDIV TWENTY-ONE (WAKABA, HAT•SUIMO
and HATSVHARU).*W*-*

S eCofS W Area Force Dispatch 192230 October 1944 to CinC Combined Fleet,
Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHe Operation, October 17th - 27th,
194k, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
Commander Takao Guard District Dispatch 192000 October 194,4 to Luzon
Strait Force, info 2ND StrAýing Force, Main Force, War Diary, DZR()N 1,
October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.

S*** Detailed Action Report 254TH Air Group, (Foriesa Detachment), Cctober
13th - 27th, 19"4, WDC Document 161429, NA 12432.

-• i CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 200834 October 1944 to Commander 2XD
Striking Force, OJMDFKSfN 1, (Combine-d Fleet DeBOrOrd No. 460), War
9)iary DESW1N 1, October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.

a*4Ht War Diary DF;SRON 1, October 1944, WDC Deriument 161638, NA 11739.
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Cownencing at 1000 he began fueling all ships from the oiler RYORI
IWW which, escorted by the MAWIU and MIYAKE,* had arrived at 09-0*. He es-

* tablished new engine room standbys for his ships at Mako as follows: (a) While
not fueling, Zrom thirty minutes before sunrise until thirty minutes after sun-
set, of twelve knots in fifteen rinutes and twenty-four knots in thirty
xinutes; and (b) for ships fueling, of twelve knots immediately and twenty-four
knots in thirty minutes.***

At about 1032 he received information that Commander Advance Exped-
itionary Force was at his discretion to redeploy the four submarines concerned
to dispersed stations off Leyte in Area KO-3.*W"

At 1040 he broke radio silence to inform interested commands of his
arrival, stating that he expected to be ready for sea at O0O0 October 21st?"d'

At about 1215 he learned that CinC Combined Fleet had returned to

his headquarters at Hiy~,shi#*****

At 1430 (when it was received by COMCRJDIV SIXTEEN) he received,
as an information addressee, a dispatch to COKGRUDIV SIXTEEN from the C;hief oZStaff SW Area Force which (a) statedm that his headquarters was conferring with

the army concerning counterattack operations, and (b) requested information
concerning (1) the large and small landing craft each ship could load, and (2)
types and mmabers of craft on board, and (c) the number of troops which could
be carried.* ****

During the afternoon he received CinC Combined Fleet' s DesOpOrd No.

363 prescribing the tasks of the fleet forces during the forthcoming decisive

* CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 190914 October 1944 to NICHIEI MARU,
KURABACHI, Escort 25, RYOEI MARD, Conmanders IST Striking Force and
. cort Force, War Diary NICHIEI WARU, October 1944, WDC Document
160148, NA U'138.

#1 War Diary DEMON 1, October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.
Commander 2ND Striking Force Visual Dispatch 200950 October 1944 to
2ND Striking Force, War Diary DESRON 1, October 1944, WDC Document
161638, NA 11739.

SCirC. Combined Fleet Diipatch 201002 October 1944 to Commander Advance
Expeditionary Force, (Combined Fleet DesOpOrd No. 365), Detailed
Action Report ZUIKAKU, SiO No. I Operation, October 20th - 25th, 1944)
WDC Document 160008.

**•*** Comnmanrer 2ND Striking Force Dispatch 201040 October 194J4 to CinC
Combined Fleet, etc., Detailed Action Report BATDIV 1, 0O No. 1
Operation, October l8th - 28th, 1944, •DC Document 161005, NA 11744.

***** CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 201145 October 1944 to All Fleet and

Squadron Convanders, Detailed Action Report BATDIV 1, SHO No. 1
Operation, October 18th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA U1744.

*****• CofS SW Area Force Dispatch 201340 October 1944 to CORCRUDIV 16,
Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operation, October 17th - 27th,

1944, WDC IDocumzitnt 161005, NA 11744.
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XtOM SECOND STRIKING FORCE
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battle, and assigning October 25th as X-day. In this dispatch he observed that
while no specific task had been assigned the SECOND Striking Force, Coxmmnder
SW Area Force, under whose command he was operating, was charged with conduct-
ing counterlanding operations.* As the SECONd Striking Force was the only
combatant force of any consequence under Commander SW Area Force' s command, he
could expect that such a task would be carried out by his ships, especially so
since (a) his command had been placed in the SW Area Force for this express
purpose,** and (b) Commander SW Area Force had been directed to employ him in
such operation as quickly as possible.***

Also during the aft ernoon, possibly at about 1455 cr later, he re-
ceived a dispatch (received by COMChUDIV SIXTEE•N at 1520) from the Chief of
Staff 5; Area Force. This dispatch (a) referred to CinC Combined Fleet's Des-
OpOrd No. 362, (b) advised that his headquarters was conferring with the MANJU
MARU and RAKUYO MARU concerning the execution of counterattack operations, (c)
stated that he considered it advisable for SBCOND Striking Force headquarters
to confer directly with t~he FOURTEF.NTH Area Army, and (d) requested that he
either proceed with his force to Manila or send a staff officer to Manila for
the purpose of arranging directly with the army authorities for the transport
of troops.N**

He was clearly opposed to these orders because he realized that,
with the existing indecision of the army and because of the limited ground
forces (two battalions) the army planned to move from the Visavas to Leyte,
his command at Mako was not required in counterlanding operations. This had
been pointed out by Comnander SW Area Force in his 192230, mentioned previously
wherein that co uiander stated that ouly CRUDIV SIXTEEW with two transpcrts and
two escorting destroyers from DESRON ONE was required to transport the first
echelon .f army forces.t **V* HE APPEARS TO HAVE CONSIJDER) IT THEREF)RE U*NISE

* CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 200813 October 1944 to Combined Fleet,
CinC Southern Army, Imperial (GQ, China Area Fleet, etc., (Combined
Fleet DesOpOrd No. 363), War Diary BATDIV 1, October 1944, WDC
Document 161b38, NA 11739.
CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 181103 October 1944 to Command-r SW Area
Force, etc., Detailed Action heport CRUDIV 1k, SHO Operation, october
17th - 27th, 1944, WLC Document 161OO5, NA 117T.

*** Combined Fleet DesOpOrd No. 362. This dispatch is not available to
this study in its original forn, but the above is the best opinion as
to its composition. (Letter from Captain roshikazu Ohmae, ex-iJN,
Senior StaffI Officer, Moti.e Force to Mr. Clarke Kawakami, World War II
Battle Evaluation CGoup, Naval War College, undated, but received
Washington, D.C. April 13th, 1953).

** CofS SW Area Force Dispatch 201,425 October 1944 to Commander S1XOND
Striking Force, info C(OCRUDIV 16, Commanders IST Striking Force,
Mobile Force, Chief 1ST Section Imperial GiIQ (Navy Section), CinC
CornlŽin& Flept, Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operation,
October 17th - 27th, 1944, WDC Document 16lbC)5, NA 117"4.

***** Commander SW Area Force Dispatch 192230 October 1944 to CinC Co~mbined
Fleet, Detailed Action {eTx)rt CHPDIV 16, S61) Operation, October 17th -

27th, 19"4, WDC Document 161C)O, NP 1174T4.
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AND UWEESSARY FORi Pfl4 W PROCLEX) TJ) 1,ANIIAk WITH TH±L SECOND STRIKIN~G LP01CE
ftl ELVE TO 3END A RITHESENTATIVE M.AU3E (1) IF HE WAS NOT TO BE Pý1ý8ONAUf'
W.PLOYED IN' THE COUNTERLANDING OPFMRATIChS. IT WOULD) R, WISF. FOR THE CGMkND•t

WHO WOULD Bq SO .IMWLXED T( KOAF T'E NECESSARY ARRANGIENS, AND (4 -a' THE•
WAS A POSSIBILITY OF HIS 2KING WMPLOYED TU ThE ?E1'RTRATION MP1.ATION, HE
DESIM) TO RJMAIN TWPORARIL! AT .AKO, WHICH WAS baiLXHAT LESS VULEABLE 73
CAHRIt A2. ATTAC IT•AN WAS MANII$, ALTHIOUGi IT WAS !4WrE SILN"KRABLE TO AIA
LW.TACKS i((M CHINA.

It would appear from the atove tht hm had nmt receivea (Wmmander
Philippvne Force's dispbtch 20094" to Cowmander THIRTY-THRDU Special Base
Force (,iov widressed to hm), hch aad increased the •iumber of battalions to
be moved from tne PIoayac from two to three, because, had he done so, be might
have underitood, in par, why itL was that Headquartcra SW Area Force wished
him to consult with the Ar, High Command in Manila, Perhaps three battalions
were ba.,wnd the carrying c ,x.)city of tRUDIV SIXTEM•N, two Vransports and two
escorting destroyers. However, he seems to have been oo anidous to be in the
penetration cpere.tion that it is quite likely tnLit, ejren had he received the
above vessage, he would have made every eftort to in&-re that his force& were
mnt req.uired in counterlancing operations.

At 1630 (when it was received by DESK'N rjNl!) be received a secon.
dispa- auh frota Ccmniander 3. Area For e which (a) cancelled the existing orde).z
reqvir.ng CWUDIV XEM-ONE and DFSFSiN ONE to await furthe" orlers at Mako and
CRIUDIV SIXT!F) to await orders at PThunei and (b) directesd that the lrDvements
of these forces would be as directed by Conmander SECONO StrL&.ing Force.*
Fror. thin d ispath le could see :.iat cma.2nder SK Area Force had deieAted to
him the coutrl of' the ccunterattack operations in acs fAr as naval forces were
concerned.

P.is mind was oow made up. He h:ad the authority necesary to order
COMCRUDIV SIXTX : to coisult with the army, ard t.erelore 4t 1756 he directed
that ecv~ander to consuIlt directly widh C.GC. FOUATEEN77 Area Army and to carry
ou+ the fi'.'st zcve!,nent. cf troop rein1crcementsA**

Ten mi!uteo later, probably be'•ause ie r;iized that Commander SW
Area Force right not urd urstand his actior,' in faan.i, to ýa) brirg hib
comrand to Mnila, or (bh' send a staff officer, ari ir,-3tead to have ordered
CCHCRUDIV SIXTTN ,o comply, he directed h.is Chief ot 3taff to advise Com-
nander S Area Force as to the employment of th S.,irD Striking Force. In
this dispatch the Chief of Staff (a) stated that Comics ider SECOND Striking
Force aid not thA't21 it wise cLr thse S'PrOND Striking Force hesdquarters to
conouct pi 4Iiminary consulrations on counterattack operations with the
Southern Army At this ime becsu-ze to do so might jeopardise the employment

"@ Coner•,•r A•/%rea t Sorce Pispach 2011)28 Oct ber i941 to Cowtander 2ND
Striking ro-ce, Gt•CWUDIV 16., irfo all Fleet and Squadron Coxnanders SW

Area Force nd Combinod , leet, (SW :ý."ea Force DesOpOrn No. 672), War Diary
DOEON 1, October 1944, *DC fxcumernt i61638, NA 11739.', ar.)mander 2ND Stril.ing Force Dispatct- 201-56 Octotker I'•to co.mCUDmV 16,

(MD Strik' ig Force )eOTOp7frd NL, 8), War Diary DriLiON I, Oct3>et7 !;4.,
WDC Document )61638, NA 11739.j~~2% GAI~ Nrý ~2
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of the SECOND Striking Force in the penetration operations, (b) recommended
that (1) the counterlanding operations be carried out by CRUDIV SIXTEEN only
and that they be made not much later thar. the time of the penetration by the
FITRB Striking Force, and (2) CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE and DESSHON ONE be employed in
the penetration operation with orders to penetrate Leyte Gulf at dawn October
25th i-rediately following the FIRST Striking Force. Ve then requested
r, omrander SW Arez Force, after consultation with the Southern Army, to advise
him imm.ndiately of his views in the above matter.*

Puring the late afternoon he probably received the diapatch to
Conriander FTRST Striking Force in which a double penetration was recommended
for consideration.N

At about 1845 he learned that Commander SW Area Forco's order to
""prepare to execute the ýUP Operation" had been canceLled..

AL 1851 he adviased CinC Combined Fleet that the SECOND Striking
Force (CRUDIV TWENTY.ONE and DESRON ONE) would sortie from Mako at 0700 the
foljo'iLng mormnag and proc-ed south.**** Also about this time he directed his
force to sort.i.e as follows'

(r) This 'orce will sortie f:om No, 2 swept ý;ýannel at 0700 to--

morrow and kill proceed south;

(2) DESRON ONE will sortie as ordered by squadron commander and
make A/A sweep of ten--mile area to west of 1800 line and south of 2700 line
pjisinx through harashima. (Maximwum speed to be employed eighteen knots),
Aiter exernkinc above, DFSRON ONE will take stations in No. ONE Alert Cruis-
irg Disposition as directed by later order;

(3) After sortie, unless special order is issued, No. TH2IJ Alert
dispositions and No. TWO Radar Patrol Dispositions will be applied, and

* CofS ?ND Striking Force Dispatch 20187 October 1944 to Corender SV
Area Force, Detailed Actio-i ke-prt CRUDIV 16, SHO Operation, October
.?th - 27th, 'i944, WDC Domument 161005, NA 11744.

, CcofS Combinied Flect D)ispatch 203-.06 October 1944, (addressees unknown,
exceph info ILMPATDIV 1). Inforrmat.ion comptled by Caiptain Toshikazu
Ohrmae, ex-TJN, Japanese lie'Merch Division, HQ, USAFF,;, Mil.itary Nistory
Sr:ection, :-elting, to Penetration Opwr•it.ions of 1ST Striking Force,

Ba,;tý Ie for LbyLe G(ulf, cor.tainf-Ki ir HQ, USAFFE,, Military History
Sect.ion iettr March 30th, 19W'4 to Pr'soident, Naval War ColJlege.

* -* Cormmer ,W Area Force Dispatch 201815 Octolv vr 1944 to 3lW 'r•s Force,
War Diný,ry VKY1iON I, October !9144, WDC Documncrit N6163,, NA 117,39.

m*•;* Com'rwnder 2AN) 5tri!kin,7 Force Di sp•atch 20.851 October 1944 to CinC
Coribiaid Fleet, War I)- ary bATDIV 1, October 194k., 4.' C Do utrt 161638,
NA 1]735j.
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engine room standby will be for twenty-two knots immediately and twenty-four
knots in thirty minutes.*

It is not clear where he was planning to go but it sems likely
that, since in heat••ag south he was heading toward Manila, he was making him-
self available should Commander W Area Force still desire that he bring the
SECOND Striking Force to that harbor, and therefore a.e was complying With the
spirit of that commander's instructions even though he had directed COMCRUDIV
SIXTEFN to comply.

At about 1853, as an inforpb:.i(,n a~&cssee, he received a dispatch
from COMCRUDIV SIXTflN to Gonmander Sd Aret Frcce replying to tint comnmnder'i
20:340 and giving information concerning the troop and !.upply carrying capa-
city of the AOBA, i{INU and URANAMI, and the numer of boats available and
required on the cruisers, and, in view of their inadequacy, t'he number of
boats required at the landing and cnloading points.**

At 1925 he ]earned that the FIhI2' Striking Force had been placed
under the direct communaa of Ci.: Combined Fleet.***

At 1932 his Chief of Staff (a) informed Comandtzr FIRST Striking
Force that, in the event the SECOND Striking Force (CRUDIY TWENTY-.ONE, DWESON
ONE) were to carry out a penetration attack, it would be done as follows:

"At. 1500 October 23rd it will be twenty nalea south of Cape Gala-
vite (Mindoro) Ltght. From there it will proceed south through the northeor.
part of the Sulu Sea at an actual speed of sjtxteen knots. At about 150O
October 24th it will pas. through the weste:rn entrance of the Mindanao Sea.";
.lz,• V") -equested information as to the scheduled course of the FIRST Strikinp
"Force.**•*

THIS DISPATCH SHOWS CLEARLY THAT COMMANDER SECOND STRIKING FO1CE
DID NOT , ;•IZEHi• S COM2KANI) AS BEING ATTACHED TO THE MAIN FORCE AS HAD BEEN

Commander '2) Striking Force Dispatch 202130 October 1944 to 2ND
Stri.ting For'ce, War Diýakr DESRON 1, October 194t, WDC Document 16163C,
NA 11739.

'*4 COMC',UODIV 16 Dispatch 201823 October 1944 to, Cormander UK Area Force,
Ulettail&i ActiNon Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operation, October 17th - 27th,
1944, WlhC Do'umsent 361005, NA 11744.

-* " CinC Comhin"d Fleet Discvich 203,802 Octobec 1944 to Commanders 1ST and
"2ND itr.iking Forces, SW Area iorce, Mobile Force, etc., (Cowisned Fleet
bDecOŽ)rd No. 367), War Diary PATDIV 1, October 1944, WUC DoeumentS161638, NA 11'7,39.
1C613, 2ND 7trik.ng Forrk Dispatch 201932 October 1944 to Commander 137

Striking Fxrce, info Cin0 Cortined Fleet, Commander SW Area Force,
impesital (AIQ (Navy Sectin), War Diary D3SHON 10, uc-tol'nr 1944, WDC
Document b6o0838, NA 1) 73.Y
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SUGGESTED BY CIN.C CCBINED FLEET. THE PRECEDING DAY,* OR TO THE FIRST STRIKING
FORCE. INSTEZ, HE VISUALIZED HIM~SELF AS AN INDEPENDENT COr2IANDER OPERATING
UNDER COMWANDER SW AREA FORCE IN SUPPORT OF THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE. IT WAS
ALSO A PARTIAL ANSWIR TO THE CHIEF OF STAFF COMBINED FLEET'S 201006 WHICH
SCUESTHD A DOUBLE PNETRATION. IF CC0,,ANDER FIRST 3TRIKING F(ORCE (A) DID NOT
WISH TO DIVIDE HIS FORCES BUT STILL DESIRED A DOUBLE PENETRATION, HERE WAS A
FORCE TO BE THE SOUTHERN GROUP-A DEVEI11PMENT WHICH HE gPUTED,0* (B) DID
DFSI5E TO DIVIDE HIS FORCES, HERE WAS A FORCE WHICH MIGHT LE RaiNFORCED BY OhE
OF THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE UNITS, OR BY IT IN SUPPORT OF THLAT UNIT. THIS
DISPATCH IWAS NOT RECEIVED IN THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE UNTIL 0940 THE FOLLOWING
DAL,

At 2045, when it was received by CRUDIV SIXTEEN, he received a
dispatch from the Chief of Staff W Area Force (a) telling him that CinC
Souther- Army had requested Central Headquarters-Tmperial General Head-
quarter, (Army Section)-to make arrangements for the SECOND Strikign Force to
transpc t the SIXTY-EIGHTH Brigade, presently on Formosa, for use in mobile
Sounterattack operations, and (b) requesting him "tto bear this in mind".***

At 2245 (when it was received by CRUDIV SIXTEEN) he received, as
an information addressee, a dispatch from the Chief of Staff SW Area Force to
Imperial General Headquarters (Navy Section) which reported that (a) CinC
Southern Army was endeavoring to obtain the support of Imperial General Head-
quarters (Army Section) for the employment of the SECOND Striking Force in -1e
transportation of the SIXTY-EIGHTH Brigade from Formosa (to the Philippines),
(b) Commander SW Area Force disapproved of this employment because of the
possible loss of this force in the penetration operation, and (c) requested
that Imperial General Headquarters (Navy Section) )gve weight to his views
before replying to the army.*"*

This dispatch must have been a source of consinerable satisfaction
to him because it not only supported the views he had so boldly and forcibly
expressed in his dispatch 201806 to Commander SW Area Force, but by inference,
scepted his action in not communicating with the army as correct.

However, he could see from this dispatch that if he were ordered
to nnve the army troops from F'ormosa to Leyte and he had departed for the

* GinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 191220 October 1944 to Comainder Main
Force, Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. 1 Operation, October
20th - 29th, 1944, %MC Document 161.005, NA 1174.

* • USS BS Interrogation of Japanese Officials, Nay No. 58, Interrogation of
Gomiander Kokichi Fori, IJN, Volume 1, Pages 236 - 237.

":** CofS SW Area Force Dispatch 201958 October 1944 to Couniander 2ND Strik-
ing Force, info CinC Combined Fleet, COMCRUD1V 16, etc., Detailed Action
Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operation, October 17th - 27th, 1944, WDC Document
161005, NA 11744.

SH CofS SW Area Force Disp tch 202137 October 1944 to Imperial CGQ (Navy
Section), Detaile Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operation, October 17th -

27th, 194", W•C Document 161005, NA 11744.
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south prior to the receipt of these orders he might well lose vital time by
having to return to Formosa, He decided that he would not depart as scheduled
but would await further inforration. He, therefore, at 2330 notified his
command at Mako that .a) the sortie for the following day would be delayed,
(b) the NACHI and ASHIGARA would depart the fueling ship (RYOEI MARU) at 0630
and return to their previous anchorages and (c) alert dispositions would be as
established by his SigOrd No. 133.*

About ten minutes later he thought that it would be wiser to
cancel his projected sortie and to notify those concerned %.hat he had done no.
Therefore at 2340, referring to Commander SW Area Force's dispatch 201958
which told him to bear in mind the ar1,' s plan to force the employment of the
"SECOND Striking Force in counterlanding operations,** he told CinC Combined
Fleet that he had cancelled his sortie plans.***

THIS DECISION OF COM4ANDER SECOND STRIKING FORCE WAS SOUND. THE
SRO ONE PENETRATION OPERATION WAS UNDERWAY AND THE MAJOR DECISIONS HAD BEFA
MADE BUT THE FINAL DECISION REGARDING WHETHER OR NOT HIS ENTIRE COYMAND WAS TO
BE E24PLOYED IN THE 0OUNTERLANDIpr OPERATIONS OR WHETHER A PORTION OF IT WAS TO
BE MPLOYED IN THE PENETRATION OPERATION HAD NOT BEEN MADE. IN FhCT SERIOUS
DISAGREEMET ON THIS MATTER HAD ARISEN BETWM HIS IWMEDIATE SUPERIOR IN
CO•4AND, COMMANDER SW AREA FORCE AND CINC SOCTHERN ARMY, WHICH DISAGREILXENT
HAD BE1,N REFERRED THAT DAY TO IMPERIAL GENERAL HEADQUARTERS FOk DECISION. AT
THE TIME THIS DISAGiEEMENT OCCURRED HIS COMMAND WAS AT MAKO. IS IT NOT CLEAR
T•AT IF HE SORTIE HE (A) WOULD THeRý3Y CHANLa THE FACTOR OF REiLATIVE POSITION
WHICH COULD CONCEIVABLY SERIOUSLY AFFECT THE DECISIONS OF IMPERIAL GENERAL
HEADQUARTERS, AND (B) MIGHT BE bERIOUSLY OUT OF POSITION IF SAID HEADQUARTeRS
DECIDED THAT THE SECOND STRIKING FORCE SHOULD TRANiPORT THE SIXTY-EIGHTH
BRIGADE?

* Commander 2ND Striking Force Visual Dispatch 202330 October 1944 to 0
Striking Force, War Diary DFZRON 1, October 19"J, WDC Document 161638,
NA 11739.

** CofS SW Area Force Dispatch 201958 October 1944 to Co.rurander 2ND Striking
Force, info CinC Combined Fleet, COMCRUDIV 16, etc., Detailed Action
Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operation, October 17th - 27th, 190k, WDC Document
161005, NA 11744.
Gn* omnder 2ND Striking Force Dispatch 202340 October 1944 to CinC
Combined Fleet, Commnder Takao Guard District, info other Combined Fleet
Commands, Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, aiO Operation, October 17th
27th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 1174.
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(b) Operations of Cooander FIFTH Bane Air Force, October 20th.

Commandier FIFTH Base Air Force remained at him; headquarters in
Mavila and olosely observed the developing situation. He was concerned with
the problem of how best to employ his air strength with maximum effectiveness
and fewest losses.

He realized that (a) his aircraft were so depleted that ais anti-
cipated strength for this day ws only about forty planes,* and (b) he was not
yet ready for all-out attack operations against Allied forces nor were such
operations planned for earlier than October 22nd or 23rd.

What should he do? Should he (a) in accordance with doctrine
endeavor to regain and mairtain contact on the Allied forces which had been
sighted on the previous day, (b) preserve his strength for the major offensive
by dispersing and concealing his aircraft, or (c) conduct limited offensive
operations for the purpose of harassment and of inflicting all possible
damage? All three of these tasks were his responsibility under the bavic SHO
Plan.**

While his final decision is not known from the nature and extent
of his air operationa it seems clear that he decided to curtail general search
operations on this day and to utilize his remaining aircraft for offensive
operations. This seems so because all task groups of TF 38 and TG 30.3, which
were operating within the normal search sector from Manila, were not contacted
and because only those in the vicinity of Leyte Gulf encountered Japanese air-
craft.*** Japanese aircraft contacts were made only on Allied carrier groups
and other shipping near Leyte Gulf.

From these contacts and from the fact that Conuander FOURTH Air
kray did not make the short-range air searches for which he was responsible,
it seems clear that the only significant Japanese searches from the Philip-
pines on this date consisted of reconnaissance missions and were limited to
the vicinity of Leyte Gulf. This view is supported by COMBATDIV ONE who,
because he had not received any morning contact reports on Allied forces (in

* Memorandum of Vice Admiral Gunichi Mikawa, ex-IJN, (CinC SW Area Fleet),
(HQ, FEC, Special Historical Collection, Supporting Documents to General
of the Army Douglas MacArthur's Historical Report on Allied Operations in
the Southwemt Pacific Area, (Item 31, Footlocker 7 of 10, SWPA Series,
Volume II).

** Arnr-Kavy Central Agreement concerning SHO Air Operations concluded July
24th, 1944, Supplement to Imperial CIQ (Navy Section) Directive No. 435,
July 26th, 1944, WDC Document 216769 (Microfilm); also CinC Combined
Fleet Operation Order No. 86, August 4th, 1944, Appendix II, (Outline for
Concentration of Base Air Forces for SHO Operations), ATIS Document No.
39, Part VIII, June 4th, 1945 (NACHI Document).

** War Diary BUNKFI HILL, October 20th, 1944, Action eprrt BELLEAU W(OOD,
October 7th - 21st, 1944, Serial 0170, November 3rd, 1944.
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the Philippines area),, tated in his war diary that it would appear as if no
searches or patrols were being carried out except as a last resort,*

HIS DECISION TO OMIT THE GENERAL SEARCH OPERATIONS ON THIS DAY WAS
CLERY BASED ON THE FOLWWING REASONING: (A) AN ATTIMPT TO FLY THE SEARCHES
NECES&W TO MAINTAIN CONTACT WITH THE SMONG ALLIET) CARIM FORCES-JUDCiNG
FM PAST UPRINC -COUW VIL COST HIM ALL HIS AIRCRAFT AND STILL FAIL TO
ACC(RIPLII ITS PURPOSE; (B) IF THESE FORCES WERE TO CONTINUE TO OPERATE TO THE
ETAR OF THE PWILIPPINES, AS THEE YMST DO IN ORDE TO SUPPORT A LANDING, IT
WOULD B NO MORE DIFFICULT TO LOCATE THEM A DAY OR TWO LATER THAN IT WO)ULD BE
TO MAINTAIN CONTACT; (C) SEARCHES WOULD REQUIRE THE BULK OF HIS AIR STRENGTH
AND WOUL THeME PRECLUDE EVEN LIMITED OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS; (D) THE NUMBER
OF ALIE) SHIPS OPTRATING IN AND NFAR LEM GULF PRESENTE) A VARIETY OF SUIT-
ALE TARMS FM Hl") PLOW WITHOUT REQUIRING EXTENSIVE SEARCHI; AND (E) AIR
SUPPORT OF THE CQRRIWON FORCES ON LZ= IN AN EFFORT TO THWART THE ALLIE)
IANDINGS WAS CLEARLY THE MOST IMPORTANT AND IMMINENT TASK.

THIS DECISION IS CONSIDERED TO HAVE BEEN SOUND AND IN ACCORDANCE
WITH THE S1O PLAN WHICH PRESCRIBED THAT AIR STRENGTH BE PRESERVED, EXCEPT FOR
CON•UACTING SIURRISE ATTACKS WITH SMALL MJWMS, UNTIL READY TO LAUNCH THE
GMERAL OFFENSIM*

Stmetime during the early morn:Lg he received Commander SIXTH Base
Air Force dispatch 200002 which established an attack organization comprised
of 330 aircraft."** From this dispatch he could estimate the strength that
that command would have at the start of the general offensive.

"Just after dawn ic learned that tht FOURTH Air Army had launched
a dawn attack of some twenty fighters against Allied shipping in Leyte Gulf.

At about this time he ordered Commander 253rd Attack Unit to ex-
ecute a surprise attack on enemy carriers or transports in Leyte Gulf using

SVice Adn~ral Matome Ugaki, IJN, (COIMBATDIV i), Personal Diary SENSOROKU,
Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha, (Tokyo, March 15th, 1953),
Volume II.

SArmy-Navy Central Agreement concerning SHO Air Operations concluded
July 24th, 1944, Supplement to Imperial GHQ (Navy SectLon) Directive No.
435, July 26th, 1944, WDC Document 216769 (Ficrofi3.m).

SCoimander 6TH Base Air Force Dispatch 200002 October 1944, (Addreisseea
Unknown), War Diary 103RD Attack Unit, •701ST Air Group), Kokubu
Detachment, October 13th - 31st, 1944, WDC Document 160258, NA 12592.

SDaily Record of the War Situation, 4TH Air Army, GHQ, FEZ, Special
Historical Collection, Su porting Documents to General of the Army
Douglas MacArthur's Histo, -cal Report on Allied Operations in the
Southwest Pacific Area, (Item 4, Footlocker 10 of 10, SWPA Series,
Volume II).
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two carrier-type attack planes from Nichols Field,* This was a unit of the
331st Air Gr~oup which had been transf erred to his command from the THIRD Base
Air Force byv Conviander Sf Area Force on the 1.6th.**

Ha may have a1&oo ordered at the same time azx attack by three
fighter bcobers from Cebzu**k which attacked 72U 77.4.1 at Ofi324**N* but it seems
uwre likely that this attack was a result of his order of October Ifth which
directed,, in part,, that "aircraft of the 201st Unit prebently at' Cvt Rase,
will continue sruprise attack against ene~my transports"&.***** Thie l1atter
attack claimed direct hits on t'wo converted caLrriers*WW- (actiLtaly, oz2Ly tho
SAJAW)N was damuaged and she only slightly).~II* Allied repo~rts indi,,ate that
all three attacking planes were shot down*

At about 084,3 he received CinC Combined Fl~eet's8 order ?car tho
decisive battle operation wherein, awngn other Itme (a) October '5%Wrk was
designated as I'-day, (b) Commandr m. SWAr, Force --ts desimsatd as the Coo.
w~ander of ali naval air forces in the Philippines w.ithi order "-, r'rovx ,te -4ith
the prrnetration of the FIRST Striking Force by destro~ying ent%ýy t";"'trcez
and invasion forcet, and (c) the SIXT3 Base Axlr Force ýmu "Lt &.dvarnm, tý th~e
Philippines where, tinder Comander WJ Aarea Fo1rce, it wa,,, to an'han ot
off~ensive against Alliý4 carrier forces on Oct~ober 24ah., H**
could see that, whereaa this or-der did not chark&\ tOis buA objteati~ves~, Itil
clarify and simplify the command relationship betwvev't tV. air' fortx
commvnders and Coiniander SW Area Force.

Cornmariid-er-PhIilippines Atac
Dispat~h (11ite-Time-Goup Unk.,oiwr), O1:tobr2 kL 19344 to :25ý3Rr) Atacok
Unit, imk "ornnanders Phili-?pint, Attack 'Force %'N. Arma LPorc'e
(Philippino Attack Force 1 Des~tOrd Wo,, ý Det&AA1ý'd ActJ.ion gepw rt
No0. 3, ýý51iL ,ttack U~±t, (331ST Alir Groupll Cktolbor A~.h
13th, 19Ad 1 W n cumerit 160354, NA I 38

4* Convaier SW AreA Fo~rce Dispatch 1 ~~~Octo%\&rw 19I44 v C11C o("' ,c
Fleet, ComuvLaver 51V Base Air Force,~ "Imwnd.r Vetcv A.tt~ack.Po
(SW Area For'ce T~\4O0Yrd No. 655), Det~ailvd Action 1p-yx vt, 253ri
Attac~k Unit, (.`,3LT A-ir Qroxip), Oct~obcr ',Yth - ý\'tvembe>,xý
VWDCLocum*s-rt 16035i4, NIA 123,78.
phi~tippine- Area Na'u"). Operations, Par't. IS~, 0\:tober 1944

M~ Dtw~bili zation 33vrok m Japarivso (ý'xvernv,\NmxA. octo.\ýN~r K "'e7l*~i-t-
Ment of the A.ntMy, Mi ~ax(ria Divi~iion File' kv 8\5 JS ý1(4

*\ Action lop~ort CTG 7kLo.yte Opera'\. ~iom, OCA'.kor 12tIh -

Serial 001kX,& N0V~mb~,r klth, .944.
**~ 5,M Bane Aitr Foreýa DAicptch '182L42 October 1 ttY ' Coýd1r

Mabalacat ami Cebkk 41, Raveos, info ChýY Flta-ttS

Force Dt-s~p~)r,- No, 4$9ý V'.ŽA" led .Xctio ~.r n 1N,\,~ 1,Z53~~ Attack,
Urdit, 031st Al'r C, p , .9tA D

Wewnrt 60' 154, NA 'e.3k

CirC' omt'n~dFlo,.ý D- i Lxith C"'bi')d
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At about the sae. time he received an 0815 contact report on six
escort carriers and four battleships about eighty-five miles east of the
northern t~ip of Dinagat Island (Contact C) ,* This contact was likely on TU
774,.1 since it was the nearest group,. bearing 3150 (T), distant forty-three
uil'be from reported, position. It was incorrect as regards the number of
ecort carriers since there were but four of these carriers within the task

unit and of ecurse no battleships, Shortly thereafter he may have received
another 0M15 contact reportj, this one from the FOURTH Air Armypon two large
okx~rriers and six cruisers bearing 0789(T), distant 243 miles from Seravia

(ereIsl[and),,* which placed the contact to the eastward of Samar (Contact

D).I
~ ~At 0900 ho is-iued an order incorporating the *SO Attack Unit into

dý21tUnit~**" Info,,vAL.' available does not indicate whether the "S"1
khrtt ref -wred t~o ditferu, from th't "S" Unit of the 331st Air Group which he had
jolaced -xdor the co~nmnd of Commander 201st Unit late the previous eveningN***
or' ebet~hmr this orderi was a repeat of his previous action. It should be notedI: ~ that. tiie "'201st Unit*,~ as emiployed here, deiignated a tactical organization
ckm!prixsed pro-Icipally of units of the 201st Air Group-one of the regularly
assignmd air groups of the FITHh Base Air Fowýe. It was JapE~nese practice
wkhenr air groups had been depleted to consolida~te these elements into a tacti-
cal organizatiin approximating an air group in size am. then to give the unit
either , iorely arbitrary designation, or- the niumeral designation of the
rep-olar g,"iap which had furnished its principal moet~*~* As US" was a
dersignatior for fighters., the "S" Unit, referred to was mnoot likely a tactical

,ani%4o.: ,ion of f1,ghters.*W**'* Thi~s was a logical procedvw',e and was practiced
In thie 11.s. Navy as well.

* ~~~ ree~~d atb,3ut, 0929, as an information addressee, his' Chief of Staff
reevW dl.'~tzh from the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet wherein the Chief

* Apperrlev Chart 1, Diwoy Fleet Dispositions on October 20th, 194%4,
Deýt~ailed A-VAio Report.44Laln Forco, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th -

29th, l944,6 LiDC Documnent. 16Y005, NA 11744.
Dal..y Record of the War Situation, 4TH Air Army,, (IIQ' EE, Special.
Historical 1,11M-_tion, Supporting Documents to General of the Army

Douglas !4acAý'thurle Historical Repo~rt on Allied Operations in the

ootwv~. P. cific Area, (Item 4, Footlocker 10 of 10, SWPA Series,
*~~~* f dtr$h VLýke Air Force !)lspatch 200900 October 1.94 to 5T1 Base

Aix Force, (57H P&z3st Air Force Special DesOjp)rd No. 10),, War Diar-y 2,3RD
Ar Flotilla, Octobe~r 1944, WDC Dociunent 1616.38, NA 11739.

Gohritanier 5`t~i Base Air Force Dispatch 1921,34 October 1944 to 5TH Base
Air !i'vce arid Corto~ryler 331ST Air Group, (.5TH Base Air ForceDe30pOrd
No. 50), War Diary 23RD) Air Flotilla, October 194,4, WDC Document

**~"'~ ~Bulletin P64 nclosurea to C9D,'FAC' Weekly Intelli-
perce Bulletin, Volrm~e 1, No. 28, January, 22nd, 1945.

2I IýF



""CO FIFTH BASE AIR FORCE

October 2fth

of Staff FIRST Striking Force was requested to enforce strict vigilance

against large enemy aircraft while anchored in Brunei.*

At about 1009 he received a dispatch from the Chief of itaff
Combined Fleet which cautioned all commands to be alert to the possibility of
interception by enemy fighters in groups of about four at any and all times.
Recent experience had been that planes had been receiving surprise attacks
well outside the areas wherein encounters with enemy carrier fighters would
normally be expected,**

Since it was his planes and those of the FOCRTH Air Arnq which had
been experiencing most of these attacks it seems highly probable that this
dispatch had originatea within the SW Area, perhape from Commander FIFTH Base
Air Force himself.

At about 1047 he received a dispatch from Cow'ander SW Area Force
which directed (a) him to transfer five carrier-type attack planes from the
reserve aircraft of the 761st Air Group to the 331st Air Group and (b) CoA-
mander THIRD Base Air Force to transfer two crews to Kudat and three crews to
ZAMBOANGA to man these planes after which they were to be under him, Commander
FIFTH Base Air Force.***

At about 1.14 he received a dispatch from CinC Combined Fleet
which stated that since the entire operational strength of the SIXTH and
SEVEITH Base Air Forces was bcing transferred to the SRO No. One operation
area the commanders of these two forces were relieved of responsibility fo-
searches from Honshu, Kyushu and Okinawa.**** He now knew that the st-ength
to be deployed south would likely he somewhat more than the 330 aircraft
indicated by Commander SIXTH Base Air Force's dispatch 200002 received early
that morning, *****

-* CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 200859 October 1944 to CsofS 1ST Striking
Force, SW Area Force, 5TH Base Air Force, Detailed Actioi, Report No. 3,
-YAMAT0, SO No. 1 Antiair and Surface Actions, October 17th - 28th,
1944, WDC Document 161639.
""ofS Combined Fleet. Dispatch 200939 October 194 to All Fleet arc
Squadron Commanders Combined Fleet, iaar Diary 101ST Air Flotilla,
,ýctol r 1944, WDC Document 160304, NA 12542.
G mLonv ¶er SW Area Force Dispatch 201017 October 1944 to Commander 5Th
Barn r Force and Western Attack Force, (SW Area Force DesapOrd No.
671 1 4i Action Report No. 3, 253RD AtLack Unit, (33]sT Air
Grovp), or 20th - November 13th, 1944, WDC Document 160354, NA
12o- 'q,

-' Ci .• .ýn• Fleet Dispatch 201044 October 1944 to 6TH and 7TH Base
Ax u ... ; - iC Combined Fleet DesOpOrd No. 366), Detai).ed Action

t Norther'n Attack Force, 2ND blaae Air Force, etc., October
,0th- P e-er I h, 19", WIDC Document 161645, NA 12262.
;w.. 6n¶Ti tuie Air rce Dispxitch 2)XXX)2 October 1944, (Addressees
Ur,)wn), •- r Dia ,J103RD Attack Unit, (701ST Air Group), Kokubu

--i ofaneut, ')ctoA l3th - "JI-t, 1944, WDC Document 160258, NA 12592.
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Duwring the fore•, he man aware of the Allied operations in
Leyte Gulf including the - lamding on Leyte. He also knew of the Allied
air attacks ag•ainst the A:ne* although there were no attacks on Manila.
Records do not indicate -.... w ordered interception nor did Allied aircraft
encounter fighter opposition.

Shortly after noon he learned that CinC Combined Fleet had
returned t* Hiyoshi.,*

During the afternoon he received contacts from his own planes as
follovs:

(a) At about 1310 a 1240 contact on two carriers and five other
ships (Contact E) approximately thirty-five miles east of SE Samar** (this
we, TU 77.4.2);

(b) At 1330 a contact on four escort carriers, two battleships,
two cruisers and six destroyers (Contact F).*** What task group this contact
was on is not known as the contact plots were about equally distant from
TU's 77.4.2 and 77.4.3;

(c) At 1600 a contact in Leyte Gulf on twenty warships, seventy
large ships, eighty smaller craft and transports.**** This contact, which i1
shown in the naval intelligence records, may have been composed in part of a
report referred to under 1735 below; and

(d) At about 1710 a report of a 16&0 contact on five battleships,
ten old destroyers (cruisers) and twenty transports to the eastward of but
near Homonhon Island (Contact H).** Since the Allied units in this vicinity
were, in general, minesweepers, this contact report seems to have been
erroneous,

At about 1735 he learned that the two carrier-type attack
planes which he had ordered to make a surprise attack in Leyte Gulf had
completed their mission*N*w* and had returned to base at 1705. One
plane was missing; the other plane which had returned

* CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 201145 October 1944 to Fleet and Squadron

Commanders, Detailed Action Report BATDIV 1, SHO No. 1 Operation,
October 18t'• 2-8th, 1944, WDC Doer'ent 161005, NA 11744.

* Appended Chart I, Snemy Fleet Dispositions on October 20th, 1944,
Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th-
29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744. (CCiATD1V 1 recorded ten
cruisers rather than ten old destroyers).

** • Vice Admiral Matome 0gaki, IJN, (CCOBATDIV I), Personal Diary
SENSOROKU, Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha, (Tokyo, March 15th,

1953), Vollme .(I.
S* Material for Situation EKr1lmtes, IST Section, Naval General StWf,

October 1944, WDC Document 216764 (Microfilm).
S**W** Philippines Attack Force 1 (Gomnrier 5TH Base Air Force) Dispatch

(no date-time-group), October 2(th, 1944 to 2531U) Attack Unit, etc.,
(Philippines Attack Force I SigOpOrd No. 24), Detail.od Action Repo t
No. 3, 253RD Attack Unit, (3315T Air Group), October 20th - November

13th, 1944, WJC Docunk-nt 160354, NA 12378.
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to Cebu at 1705 claimed sinking one large transport.* This was apparently
the plane which had at 1602 torpedoed the HONOLULU.** At 18O0 he sent a
dispatch directing this plane to take off early the following morning and
proceed to Lubang,*** an island off the entrance to Manila Bay. He apparently
anticipated morning attacks against Cebu and wished to move the plane to a
field which was not normally under Allied attack.

At about the same time he learned that Comander SW Area Force
was placing the 331st Air Group under his command effective at 1800. The
carrier-type attack planes of the 253rd Attack Unit which he had received
October 16th were at the same time returned to their parent group, the 331st.
This action was confirmed by dispatch the following day.****

In the late afternoon, about sunset, a senior staff officer,*****
from the SIXTH Base Air Force arrived in Manila to make detailed arrangements
for the deployment of that command to the Philippines. An operational
conference was held at. the headquarters of Commander FIFTH Base Air Force to
reach decisions on: (1) deployment bases; (2) operational preparations at
deployment bases; anl (3) location of SIXTH Base Air Force Headquarters.*~**

During the day, at times not indicated, be may have received other
information from army sources******* and reported under "Operations of M.)URTH
Air Army, October 20th", but since no information thereon appears to have been
given to the Japanese naval high corwnand, this seems most unlikely.

* Detailed Action Report No. 3, 253RD Attack Unit, (331st Air Gro1p7,
October 20th - Novembtr 13th, 1944, WDC Document 160354, NA 12378.
CTF 77 Dispatch 200755 October 1944 to COMSOWTJISPAC, info COMINCH,
CINCPAC, COM3RDLFT, etc.

4 M M Com~arder 5TH Base Air Force Dispatch 201800 October 1944 to Comiand-
er Cebu Air Base, (5TH Base DesOpOrd No. 51), Detailed Action Report
No. 3, 253RD Attack Unit,(331ST Air Group), October 20th - November
13th, 19", WDC Document 160354, NA 12378.
Commander 5V Area Force Dispatch 21l138 October -9"4, (SW Area Force
DesOpOrd No, 676), to CinC Combined Fleet, Commanders Western Attack
Force, 411 Fleet, 3318T and 531ST Ali- Groups, Detailed Action Report
No. 3, 253RD Attack Unit,(331ST Air Group), October 20th - November
13th, 1944, WDC Document 160354, NA 12378.

**** Captain Bunzo Shibata, IJN.
U * Memorandum Notes of Captain Bunzo Shibata, IJN, Senior Staff Officer

6TH Base Air Force, October 10th - 23rd, 1944, Department of the
Arny, Historical Division Microfilm Hli-22, Item B.

SDaily Record of the War Situation, 4TH Air Army, (EQ, FS, Special
Historical Collection, Supporting Documnents to General of the Army
Douglas MacArthur's Historical R-port. on Allied Operations in the
Southwest Pacific Area, (Item 4, Footlocker 10 of 10, ýWM'A Ser .ie,
"Volume Ij).
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COM FIFTH BASE AIR FORCE
October 20th -

At 2000 Vice Admiral Takijiro Onishi, IJN, relieved Vice Admiral
Kimpei Teraoka, IN, as Commander FIFTH Base Air Force.*

During the late afternoon, if he was an information addressee, he
My have received a dispatch from Chief of Staff Combined Fleet to Commander
FMIST Striking Force suggesting a double penetration rather than a single
penetration.** This would have been of considerable interest to him since it
might affect his air operation in the providing of air support.

During the evening an additional conference was held at the head-
quarters of Commander 6V Area Force which was attended by the new Commazner
FIFTH Base Air Force as well as by the representatives of the SIXTH Base Air
Force, and likely by a naval liaison officer of the FOURTH Air Army. Discuss-
ions lasted past midnight.*** The nature of the discussions excepting that one
matter discussed was the Clark Plan is not recorded; however, it seems likely
there was (a) some decision on the coordination of the effoits of the FIFTH and
SIXTH Base Air Forces in the impending operation, and (b) some discussicn as to
the readiness of the airfields which were to accimodate the planes of the
SIXTH Base Air Force which would be presently moving to the Philippines.

It also seems likely that the dispatch order (quoted below) forming
officially the Kamikaze Special Attack Corps was discussed in this meeting and
there received the approval of Commander SW Area Force. This seems so since
the order was released (2347) during the conference.

This dispatch order which established the Kamikaze Special Attack
Corps within the 201st Air Group was as follows:

"I, Commander 201st Air Qroup will organize special crash attack
units with all his presently available strength and, by October 22nd, will be
ready tc e.ssip•n these units to the destruction of entimy carriers east of the
Philippines.

U Diary of Vice Admiral Kimpei Teraoka, IJN, August ldt - Novetiber Ist,
2941, 5TH Base Air Force in SWe Operation, GHQ, Fk2, Speciail II3toricall
Collection, Supporting Documents to General of the Army Ikugl.ts 4",c-
Arthur's Historical Report or. Allied Operations in the Southwesit Pacific
Area., (Ttem 30, Footlocker 7 of 10, SWFA SIerle' s V"lume IT).

5* CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 201006 October 191d4 , (Addressees Unki+iown,except info G(4BATUIV i). Inforu"tiein compiiei by Captain To'hikaI<uIfnktocopldb, Cti ohistorym
Ohmae, exA-IJN, Japanese Research Division, HQ, UWA'FE, Milit~ary Niaiory
Section, relatirng to Penetrati on (),jerat'iou- of IST Striing Force. Rattle
for Leyte Gulf, contained !!, 11Q, U,.AFF11, Miliitnrv History Sect:ion lettr
March 20th, 1954 to Prefi.entt Nav.ka War COi11 o'e.

*** Memorandum notes of Captain Banzo shite",a: IJN, +ntc' Staff Offictr 6r?
Base Air Force, Oct -ber 10th 23rd,, 1914, Uep)'twent of the A'riky,
Historical Division F•i'rof •l r PS--2, Ttom, 3.
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"02o Theeoe attack wdta will be cald Kaikw Bpme• AttackUnits'

43,o Coosner' 20lst Ail.r Group will.l wake advance, preprtions to

.<? .:Area Force had dissolvea the "SO Attack Unit and placed its ctrea~th under.-his command (Commander FIFTH Base Air Force).** I ch as this unit was

appaent]y oeratng uderCo~mader2 O1tober 20up, ts om hglto

Sproi babl represented only a release from the task for which It war oi•lrilly
Sforum• in order to augment the Kmikaz be tack potential of the 201t Atr

3 ArwkGroupt

wpiu.aDuring the day the FIFTH Base Ai r Force 19st about sen opera-

tional aicraft* Therefore the .tiller of oper&tiona airecr that Coazmue r
"AFIFe BFso Air Force hhad with which to cac n out his mdssiont on October 21st

• was about thiry-three aircraft.

h� .i. cowm,'nd(erCm e f Base ase Aisprtch Xr)23e 7 October 194a to Counrider
pr balrscat A or y(TH a ase Air Force Dts)frd woc 52), War Diary 6ST
Air Flotilod , October the a, ikC aacument poet43, NA 12260A

1 • oavyxier 6V Aroa. Force Dispatch 2).].138 Oc*,ober 1.944 to CirC Combined
Fleet, CoainsDeri Western t ta Base ATF r Fleet, 331ST ab l 5sewonST A -
Groups, (3W Arm Force DrwitpOrd No. 676), Detwh.ic1o a Acttoh Resort No. 32
25*C Attack Unit., (331S.M Air Group), Oct.hber 203 th -o47ber 1.th, 19O4o,
Air Documet A,60354, NAb 12430WO.
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0. GR. FKTH AIR ARMY
Uctober 2•,th ."

(B) Operattions cf C.G. FOURTH Air Army, October 20th,

C.G. FOURTH Air Army remained in hie Nanila headqvartewv B6cauee of theI, •o•imity of the tto headquarters, he in considered to have bee. rAware of
mst of the more important naval developments which were kigm to Comander

FIFTH Base Air Force. Therefore, these will not be a&gin dacunesd in detail,
Through the navy then, he knew of the attack organiz& ion uhich h~d been pro-
wlgated just ifter midnight by Commander SIXTH Base Air Force indicating an
anticipated s&<reng.h of about 330 planes.* Rec 1rds do not indicate whether or
not he knew at this vime the extent of his own prorpectiva reinforcements.
However, he ff .;t hav. had reasonably accurate information and therefore had
reasons to ext. cipate a strength of from 100 to 200 plantq, (An order issued
on Octobir 22ne by C.G. SECOND Air Division scheduled a strength of 172 planes
for attacks on October 24th.)** At the present time he had fifty-five opc~a-
tional planes out of ninety-two avail-able,

Although the evidence is not conclusive on this point, ha had apparently
curtailed the short range search operations for which he had been responsible.
An order issued on this date from the SECOND ALr Division headquarters in the
Clark Air Base Complex by C.G. SECOND Air Division, who as his subordinate
was responsible for the search operations, states that in order to utilize the
full strength of t he SECOND Air Regiment to carry out necessary reconnaissance
in the vicinity of Leytb Island, reconnaissance of other areaa would be dis-.
pensed with.*** 1Aixsmuch as the searches were beirg flown in accordanc,3 with
a joint agreement with Commander FIFTH Base Air Force it seems likely thet the
decision to cancel was made jointly by tho two coxmanders.

As dawn arrived, he was aware that C.G. SECOND Air Divibion, who wat in
the process of concentrating his air strength In the Visayas, had lauicned an
attack of about twenty planes against enemy ships in Leyte Guli ."**

Since it was necessary to assemble these twenty planes from three air

regiments (TWET-SIXTH, FORTY-FIFTH and 204th) and one air brigade (¶M$WfY-

SiZOND) and since there were but fifty-five planes operational in, tne entire

f-S 6TH Ease AVJrForce Dispatch October i944 TAdresees
Unknown), War Diary 103RD Attack Unit, (701ST Air Gronp), Kokubu
Detachment, October 13th -- 31st, 1944, WDC Locuwent 160258, NA I2592.

•• 2ND Air Division Op•xrd A-207, October 22nd, 1944, Documents from File
of Lieutenant C3ionel Katsuo Sate, IJA., Staff Officer, 4TH Air Army,
Department of the Army, Historical Division Microfilm HS-7.

• ** 2ND Air Division, "Plan of Operation for Pnilippine* Decisive Battle",
October 20th, 1944, Documents from File of Lieutenant Colonel Katsuo
Sato, IJA, S~aff Officer, 4TH Air Army, Department of the Ayry,
Historical Division Microfilm HS-7.

S*** Daily Record of the War Situation, 4TH Air Army, GHQ, Fi", Special
Historical Collection, Supporting Do-.uments to General of the Army
Douglas MacArthur's Historic, l Report on Allied Operations in the
Southwest Pacific Area, kitm 4, Footlocker 10 of 10, SWPA Series",
Volume II).
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C.G. FOURTH AIR /1*41
CONTUDf! 7I 4October 20th

FOUSrirL_ Army,* the unhappy condition of that air army as regards rot only
total number of planes but also as regards the strengtn of the individual
commands, which comprised th. whole, is apparent. It seems clear therefore
that tbe morale was not of the best and it also seems clear that the air
attacks because of the resulting difriculties in coordination must have been
loosdQy conducted. This is borgie out, as mentioneu later, by the failure of
this air attack

About 064.0 he received a report that the enemy had landed at Tacloban at
0610.*

About 0845 he re-zeived a report of a contact made at U815 on an Allied
force including two large carriers and six cruisers bearing 0780 (T), distant
243 miles 'rom Saravia (Kegros Island)(Contac. DI.* ThiL report was apparent-
ly origin&ted by one of sis planes because the distance was expressed in
kilometers and the reference point was an army field. The contact was likely
either TG 38.1 or 38.4 which were at the time operating in the vicinity of
t-e reported position. Shortly thereafter be rmay , aWv received a navy 01.5
contact report on six escort carriers aid four battleships about eighty-five
miles east of the northern tip of Dinagat Island (Contact C).**

At about the same time he likely received from Commander FIFh Base Air
Force CinC Combined Fleet dispatch 2200813 wherein October 25th was designated
as X-day instead of October 24th.**M He noted that the missions of the naval
forces with w:i'ch he was directly zoncerned ha, riot been changed. The delay
in X-day gave him an add5.tional day in which to concentrate his forces inas-
much as his operations were to be coordin-%ted with those of the navy.
However, he must have realized that, if the report that the enemy had comment.-
ed landinp at 0610 was correct--and this was quite plausible considerinp, the
operations of the day be t ore-every additional day given the enemy t, unload
his shipping would make his destruci ion of the, enemy transp.rtsless effective
in preventing the establishment of a secure Allied beachhead.

The incomplete records available to this in•lysis do not. contain any
orders is'ued by C.C. FUUJRTh Air Army on this day. However- they do contain
the preli-lnary "flan of Operationis for the PI'ilippines Decisive Battle"

issdml by C.G. 81,k,40N1); Air Division, possibly in the forenoon.*'** As has

* • Daily Record of the War Situation, 4T1 Air Army, GHQ, FW, Special
Historical Collection, 5uppxrting Documencs Go General of the An•y
Douglas MacArthur's Hisiorical Report on Alliexl Operations in the
"Southwest Pacific Area, (Item 4, Footlocktr 10 of 10, IWPA S ries,
Volume 11).

S** •pperkded Chart 1, b:nney Fleet DtspoXitlons on October 20th, 1944,

•etai ld Action Rerxw)t Ma in Force, 5110 No. I (ooi-raLion, October 29th -

2 Ith, 1944,, 'dD; Dicupment I ,]Ced NA 117'41.
* CloG Cnmbir•i Fleet, Dlspwýtch 2WlI] October 1944 to Combined Fleet,

(Co,,bine Fleet DesL4A*rd N4o 3'30), Wr Diary 1'M)IýCN 1, October 1V,44,

WOO "ocumer~ t ]i,I'I8, NA 11739,
w*fl 2ND Air Divi-dol, "Pl", o t Oper.etion ior Phil. drines Decisive 1Bat LIe,

U,:+otier 20th, 1944, Doeumenjtr; fr',n Fi.t. (i' Liet iurnnt Co lone) Katsto

Sato, I1A, ,-tiAff Offi 'o-r 4TH A-ir Army. uep'• tsment of t.he ArV lliltori-

) Ii Vi ir c. r,• "



C.G. FOURTH AIR ARMY
•(• I1• • October 20th . .

been previously emphssized this division represented virtually L of the air
strength of the FOURTH Air Amrt in the Philippinas.

The essentials of this plan were:

(a) General Policy: To commit the entire strength of the divisizn and
attached reinforcements against enemy forces landing in the Central Philip-
pines and to annihilt&,e them on the water at any cost. The primary target
wrs to be enemy transports.

(b) OulJine of Operations: (1) Units were to expedite concentration in
the Visayas area, (2) because the strength of SECOND Air Regiment (to be based
in the Bacolod area) consicted of but four to five optrational planes, recon-
naissance of other areas was to be dispensed with in order to concentrate
reconnaissance to the vicinity of Leyte incluing reconnaissance of follow-up
transports convoys, shipping in Leyte Gulf, special reconnaissance prior to
tusk attacks, and confirmation of attack results, (3) while dl spersed elemsnts
"were concentrating, small elements were to be comaitted, and, in order to
preserve air srcngjth thiough impeding the enemy plans, provision was made to
shift the attack target temporarily to enemrn; carriers, (4) when concentration
had been completed, the enemy wan to be destroyed in Leyte GClf by continuous
day and night attacks, (5) when the THIRTIETH Fighter Group came under the
SECOND Air Division, the fighter group coQaander was to cowmand all fighters
in the division, (6. normil practice was for the f'd11 streng'th of Lhe fighter
force to coopera':e with the bomber force. An regats interception and patrol
operations the annihilation of enemy aircrMft was the primary nbjecti',e, and
finally (75 the plani assigned airfields% to th, narfous units principally in
the Vie&yas.

(C) The air division was to cooperata cll.<ýely with the ground forces and
with the FIFTH and SIXTH 1ase Air Forces.r He probably noted that, this tentative plan fol.lowed, in genfýla2. the dr.ft
pman which he had issued on October 15ý h aria he was thereforr ii
the preparationrs being node.

5or,.etif in th'1& late foranoon lie re-eiv•ei the results of his dawn attack.
iti cep,,rted to Imperial. (-eneral Hleadquarters (Army Section) thls twenty planc
i VA!ao k- 1 sunik one destaoyer, one transport and twx laading craft add. -' ion to a± near s�� nis• yr. a de.troyer wni.l..e losing ,me plan -* He was mc doubt

plabsed with thim (et rtproe of success acnirvaU by suca a rtlattvc,'r snaml attack.
However, theý factts are that thin atta :k, us pointed out ýr•der "loperations of
(,G 77-4, October ?Cx0th" was inef'e+'etive making orty one hit and sro, int
severai nea' msses.

* Docui.;enL5 I> i, H lnieutf<:tv.r C olorel (atsuo isto, JJA, St.atf 0ffi~c,ir
011t Ai.r Arnt , :.1,-vartmf,,nt of oe AMierof l.-m W'.. ,.
0!. ily f•<:oni o0 the Wn> Sitcuition, 4',.A Air Alhy , U-i - YES, :.pecial HisC
t,, ricz I 0:.ei 1ct,..:' , 5ut,+.,rt C, ry [)oc fmer; , tO Se r':• ci tA ' .i'ry Do10i, •1
Pzr..i 'l , ... QI, ( im, 4, F"c..?L~oc'vr 1'0 of" 10, :.WPA Cer't:es,, m..t,,ue .1)
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"C.G. FOURTH AIR ARKY
October 20th

He wa, aware of the Allied air attacks in the Philippines but he does not
appear tai have taken any vwpecific action, although he reporte. to Imperial
Gener4,l Headquarters (Army Section) tbat the Philippines had been attacked by
a total of 310 planes.* About noon, ite learned that the major Allied landing
had copmenced. He may also have learned by this time that the 0610 report of
a .anding had been erroneous.

At 1600 he received Kn army report of fiY6 to six battlesh.fi and over
t ienty dvstroyers and tranaports Uin Leytt Gulf off Dulag and Tacloban exchang-
ing fire with shore batteries and with two ships on fire.

D aring tbo afternoon he likely received a navy (a) 1240 contact report on
two carriers and five other ships approximately thirty-five miles east of SE
Samar (Iontact E),*I and (b) 1640 contact on five bat'-leships, ten old des-
troymirs (cruisers) and twenty transports near Homonhon Island (Contact H).**

Dmring the day he received other information, at times not indicated, both
from his owm aircraft reconnaissance and possibly from reports by SIXTEENTH
Division re3.ayd, by Herdquarter-, FOURTEENTH Area Army.

(1) A co-ntact on six carriers (two 4mall) and six cruisers, 083 0 (T),
distant 27 Dtes ftom Saravia (Negros Island)(Contact J). This contact by
air oVrqy planes coi rd have been on TG 38.i, TG 38.4, TU 77.4.1. or, TU 77.4.2,
at.] of which durinE the day operated in the vicinity of the reported position.
However, owing to trm inference that there were four large carriers, it seems
probaible that the contacts weiv eith*ar on TG 38.1 or TG 38.4.

(2) A coatact report on si~x cruisers, over ten transports and twenty
small craft in Leyte GuiLf (Cont-act K).

(3) To) groups oaf ships fifty-four rales east of Dolores, Samar (Contact
I). This was either (a) a -omplctily fa] se contact because no Allied ships
were in that vicinii.y auring the day, or (.1) it was a night radar contact made
on TG's 3ý.l and 38.4 before d,+wn which had passed well Lo the eastward of the
repoAoted position. No recor 1 s arn available of army night searchos. How-
ever, A.t is known that .•f le ast. one )IJ'RTH Air Army Unit--the 3Ls, Independent
Air Cominwany-had radar oquipped bombers.

(4) AP int.el igtuce os'.imate, probably from the ariny, that the eneaty
iar•ding foro;es consisted of about three divisions supported by eighteen
carriers, i.welve )xattleshlps, and thirty to forty cruix-ers. The v-.lidity of
thW.. nLimate can not well be asc.ertained because It is not. clear whether it
referred only to imnuediate support, ).'V&NTHF1,r, or whether it includcd (he
"Tfask Force" is well.

" Daily heco.,. of thk- War Siduatioon, 4AI. Air Anry, f''Q, FEC, 13p:!cial
{I~to-.... '~ CelitecLio,, .413,ppOrting lhzcument_ to G(nfmeral of the Army

Doukoo 1aW-Arthur's Hi torl.ca.1. helort on Allied Opert&LI omr in tlw South-
west Pacific Area, (Item, 4, FootlocKer 10 of L0, W)A 2eariW' Volume ii).
Appended Guart 1, Enemy 'IJeet oon octber 2Och, ii4), LheLailto

Ailon Rerx',ýt Maiii Forcý,, .dH) No. I OIpe rat.i on, P ctobc:% 29t- Ih,144
WDw )Ctnn 161001", NA i ( C~oA~1 01 V 1 recroned ;.,n crulsei-1 rAt~her

k 'an-n ulWdesL;y
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C.G. FOURTH AIR AI@(Y
" October 20th -

During the evening he knew (a) of the conferences being held in naval
headquarters and, although he was represented in these conferences by a naval
liaison staff officer,* he does not appear to have been officially involved
on this date, and (b) of the change in coammnd of the IFTh Base Air Force.**

He •o•st likely spent the evening preparing hie plan for the decisive
battle which he was to issue the follo.ing day.

During the dAy his losses in planes ippear to have been few. However,
these losses were compensated for by the arrival of the TRIRD Air Regiment
with twaty-five planes at Clark Field. This gave him seventy-five opera-
tional planes for the 21st.***

* Copm~arder Michitaka Hiraimto, IJN.
SMemorandum Notes of Captain Bunzo Shibata, IJN, Senior Staff Officer, 6TH

Baee Air Force, October 10th - 23rd, 1944, Departmenr of the Army,
Historical Division Microfilm HS-22, Item B.

hS Daily Record of the War Situation,4TH Air Arva, MQ, FiPX, Special Histori
cal. CGolectjon, :,upporting Documents to General of the Army Douglas Mac-
Arthur's HNttorical Report on Allied operatons in the So~thwest Pa:i.tlc
Area, (ItMm 4, Footl)ocker 10 of I0, SWVA Serics, Vol'.we I,).
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OOMSOWESPAC
October 21st

CU=~lE III - LALLIE OPI&ATIONS. OCTOBER got,

(A) Operations of COMSOWESPAC, October 21st.

COMSOESPAC remained aboard his flagship NASHVILLE which returned to
San Pedro Bay at dawn from night retirement area in the eastern portion of
Leyte Oulf.*

During the early morning he received (a) as an information addressee,
a dispatch from COM1IRDFLT wherein that commander issued orders for the
employment of the fast carrier task grouaps for D+1 and D+2 days,** and (b)
the following congratulatory message from the President:

"The whole American nation today exults at the news that the gallant men
under your command have landed on Philippine soil. I know what it cost you to
obey my order that you leave Corregidor in February 1942 and proceed to
Australia. Since then you have planned an0. worked and fought with whole-
souled devotion for the day when you would return with powerful forces to the
Philippine Islands. That day has come. You have the nation's gratitude and
the nation's prayers for success as you and your men fight your wy back to
Bataan. "**

In regard to item (a) above, these orders, in essence,called for three
carrier task groups, on completion of operations on D+l day, to proceed to an
area 270 miles north-northeast of the objective area to arrive by 0600 D+2 day
ond then to operate in this vicinity in strategic support of KING II; the
fourth carrier task group was to proceed to Area MICK to fuel on D+2 day,
arriving by 0700.

Uhat reaction, if any', he had to the above schedule, partlicularlý in
regard to the non-retention of one fast carrier task group at the objective
area after D-day**** as requested by CTF 77,***** is not known. Perhaps he
felt that (a) this was a naval problem and he would rely on the compeience of
the naval commanders to handle it, or (b) CTF 77's request for fast carriers
to protect and support the operations in the objectiri area after D-day was
not valid inasmuch as (1) this role had been assigned to the escort carriers
in the basic plan, (2) the escort carriers were capable of this task, and
(3) (MKrHIRDFLT was to operate in strategic support of KING II after D-day,
effecting air strikes as requested by either CONSOWESPAC or CTF 77 if so
necessitated by the existing situation.*•****

* War Diary NASHVILLE, October 21st, 1944.
SCOM3RDjT Dispatch 201222 October 1944 to CTF 38, all TGC's of TF 38,

and CTG 30,8, info CTF 77, CWýOWESPAC, etc.
S*• President Roosevelt Dispatch 201212 October 19411 to General MacArthur,

White House Number 91.
i * (OOM3RDFLT Dispatch 200314 October 1944 to CTF T7, info COMSOWESPAC

-CINC'AC, -01 TPT'a 3RU 4nd 7TH Fleets.
S** CTF 77 Dispatch 191921 Octcber 19424 to CCM3RDFLT.
* .S**e CANF SOVSPAC Operation Plan No. 13-44, Serial O(X ?2A, September 26th,

1944, Annexes B and G.
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0C(SOWLSPACI

At 064 he learned that an enew plane had crashed into the bridge of the

AUSTRALIA and that she had suffered serious damage with a considerable number
of perrunnel casualties.*

At 0856 he replied to the President of the United States' congratulatory
dispatch to the effect that this dispatch had only just then been received by
him "this Saturday morning, the day following the landing at Loyte; I am re-leasing it at once through every publicity agency we have available. The

message is a magnificent nme and mill have an electrifying effect. All goes
well here.*'*

At 0948 he went ashore in the vicinity of WHIM Beach at the northern
beachhead with members of his staff and the President of the Philippines to
inspect conditions on the beach and to see how the ground offensive was pro-
gressing.* On arrival at the beach he again addressed the people of the
Philippines by radio and urged them to rise and strike against their Japanese
conquerors. This broadcast was transmitted over the major networks of thie
United States. The Philippine President, SergioC Osmena, who had been evacua-
ted when the Japanese invaded the Philippines in 1.942, also spoke and appealed
to his people to rally to the cause of freedom.~,*

During his visit ashore CGMSOWESPAC accompanied CAAF SOWESPAC on an in-
spection tour of the Tacloban Airdrome, which had been captured late on the
previous afternoon,*~** and he was pleased to observe that the C.G. FIRST
Cavalry Division already had started putting this airfield into serviceable
condition.***** He was no doubt anxious to see the project completed at an
early date since (a) as he ntated later this day, the Leyte Operation marked
the first time he had ever attempted to launch an amphibious assault beyond
range of his own land-based air cover,****"- and (b) in the planning phase
he had shown concern in regard to the ability of aircraft carriers to provide
sustained air support and cover at the objctive area.

This anxiety likely stemmed from the representation made by CAAF SOWESPAC,
who, as early an Ju•y 1944, had stated that he "considered it unwise to rely
on carrier units completely accomplishing required support" because, among
other reasons, "enemy air, surface, and subsurface action and the physical
l•,ritations of carriers creates a constant uncertaintv in the maintenance of

S ~War Diary NASHVILLE, October 21st, 1944.

** C045OWESPAC Dispatch 202356 October 1944 to the President of the
United States.
The New York Times, Sunday, October 22nd, 194, Section 1, page 5.

4**1 6TH 1.). S. Army, Report of Leyte Operation, October 17th -- December

25th, 1944, page 32.
SH George C. Kenney, General .. nney Reports (New York, 1949) page 450.
• *** C(ItSOWF•SPAC Dispatch 2122,40 October 1944 to (Y3NDPI.T, etc.
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this type of fighter co'erw* This matter is discussed in Voliwa I under
"U.1iad Land and Tender Based Aircraft."**

At ! 303 he returned wiith his ohaerving party aboard the NASHVILLE.*•*
Upon his return C4 likely looked over his diepatch file anr learned (a) that
CTF 7? had replied to a*THfRDFLT's dispatch 200314 regarding target priori-
ties and eoo•dination with other air operatiome in connection with that of
TG's 38.2 awl V8.3 this day against the Visayas,, i'A this dispatch ieply

CF? 77 had stated (1) that he desired fighter sweels mnade against all air-
fields as practicable north of Latitude 120-001N with mneay aircraft &a the
primary objective, -2) arm aircraft fro)m Morotat mer" .overing all airfields
south of this line, and (3) no 0oordination of thesse sweeps with air oper&.-
tions of other activities w)old be requitrtd,**-* and (b) from C'USEVENTHFLT's
Intalligene. smary issued by that headquarters at 1217 that (1) the report
of 5 sixtesn large nal vessels and numnnis smallerlt reported dt Pare Pare
Bay in the Celebes by C.G. FIFTH Air Force an October 19t10HW** was exceed-
ingly inaccurate, and (2) the units consistki instead of Six Oswa.l cargo ships
totAlling 2500 tons, numsrous small coasters and four float planes •*f

SINCE THE ORIGInAL ERRONEOUS REPOitT HAD , L LEADY CAUSE r CONCERN WITHIN
SOWESPAC, IT S1W4Z WELL AT THIS POINT TO C1,Y'Y2T NOT O'LY UPON THE NECESSITY
FCR CCURATE CONTA¶"A REPORTS BUT UP'ON THE NECESSITY 1'OR ThY, PROPER EVALUATION
OF A CONTACT REPORT (BY THE ORIGINAT(:LR) BEFORE FOHWARVDING it TO THE fESPON'SIRLE
COM4ANDER. NAVAL INSTRUCTIONS TODAY (1957) STATE IN ?ART THIAT CONTACT RWAORTS
ARE. OF SUCH VITAL IMPORTANCE THAT (A) NO MORE IMPORTANT KITT" EXISTS THAN THAT
OF OBTAINING AMD DELIVERING TO THE @VPC INFORMATION' OF E:JMY FORCES 4 AND (B)
VITAL INFOJMATION, BOT'( POSIT'iVM AND NEGATIVE, SUCH AS '24JŽ{f CONTACT REPORTS,
MUST G9T THROUGH TO THE AP:ROPKIATE PERSONNEL WITH T&E -, f1lA UM POS 1 L,313 DEIAYI.
LOSSSF; OF SHIPS, PLANES, AN1) PEJ•LiONNEL, AS WELL AS ,ANY LOSI OPPORTUNITIES FOR
DECISIVE DEFFAT OF THE ENEMY, HAVE BEEN NEEDLESSLY SUSct'NLNED THROUGH FAILURE
TO OBTAIN, AMONG OTHER IhII,, C(11PLETE AN) ACCURATE INFORhATION A*0**L

A]lled Air ForcesSOWEA". lt,'tter July Uth, 1944 f;t, (XWOWESPAC,
contained in Air Evaliuation Board SOWt5PAC, Leyce G&npa.Jgn, June
1945, Page 23.

** Voltune 1, Battle for Leyte (G.lf (NavPers 9197.3), Naval Wtr College,
1953, Chapter 11(c) Allied Land and Tender Based Aircraft,

*4* War Diary NASHVILLE, Octoer 21st, 1.944.
* C** GTF 77 DiJspatch :N)1942 Octoner 1944 to C431UDFLT, info C(1t½04ESPAG,

all TFC's artd TG's 3RD and 7TH Floets.
'I*•• C-.G. 5TH Air Force Dispatch 11t,51 I October 194+1, t, CAAF PWIQCFAC,

CfI{7THFLT, A01C.
tI** COM7T'FLT DIispatch 210317 October 1944 to all interv.c.ited in

CG7THFLT Intelligence Sunmaries.
*e*.*** Basic Fleet Operational Communication Doctrine (NWPI i', Chapter 5,

Office cf the Chief of Naval OeratIon1s, >Jeptembrr 1953,,
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•,00NSIOWESPAC

1f'OtT INSTRUCTIONS SIMKUA TO THFSE WERE IN EFFECT WITHIN THE NAVY IN 1944
IS CL•&PRY SHOWN FMDM C4MAODFR AIRCRAfT SEVENTH FLEET' S SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS
,IN •• M(ATTER. BE AVCSDY flIS COMMAND THAT, "PROMPT AND ACCbRATE CONTACT
Ef'WORV S ARE OF VITAL IMPORTANCE.... THEREFORE, THE UTMOST EFFORTS WJST BE
=0=E 0 TO MAKE SUCH X&PORTS OWPL-THi, ACCURATE AND PRO=4PTT AND AGAUN, "VITAL

WYAX ATION, FOSITIVE AND NEGATIVE, SUCH AS CONTACT REPORTS , SEARCH WOPORTS,
ItPNkLI=GNCE REPORTS, REPORTS OF BATTLE DAMAGE, OPERATIONAL DIRECTIVES, AND
OTHMY I3ILAR OPERATION INFORMATION, MUST GET THROUGH TO ALL WHO N-EI) TO KNOW
WITH TH7 MINIMUM POSSIBLE DELAY. C-GilVE LOSSES OF SHIPS, PLANES, AND PERSON-
M,, AND LOST OPPORTUNITIES FOR DECIDIVE DEFEAT OF THE ENEDY, HAVE BEEN NEED-

L&"SLY SMUSTAINED THROUGH FAILUm TO OBTAIN COPLETE AND ACCURATE INFORiATION,
FAILURE TO JLEARLY STATE INFGF'ATION AT HANT), AND DElAYS IN DELIVERING VITAL
INFORMATI.ON TO AIL M10 NEED TO KNOW..*

AS MrxARDS THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR FURTHER HANDLING OF OONTACT REPORTS,
NAVAL YNSTRUCTIONS TODAY (1957) ALSO PRESCRIBE THAT THE APPROPRIATE COWANDER
IN TAY GIVEN CASE SHALL EVALUAIE THE RELATIVE IMPORTANCL OF AVAILAfLE IN'ORMA-
TIOI TO DETERMINE WHAT INFORMATION SHOULD BE FORWARDED TO THE OTC. THE ORIG-
.i4.&TOR IS RESPONSIBLU FOR THE. ACCURACY OF THE REPORT AND MUST INSURE THAT
ONLY FACTS ARE INCLUDED.**

In this case the report did not, contain facts, but, instead, contained
earrneous information wihich was formrded as facts.

At this time (1303) he also received a dispatch from CTG 78.5 stating,
among other things, that Area SWEAP now had been swept to sixty feet through-
out and wma considered safe for sha11ow-draft fessels, and that some portions
had been swept to ,. depth of eighty feet and uere deemed safe for all types ofvessels.***

At 1514# he received a dispatch from CCNSEVENTHFLT headquarters at
Hollzandia which re-encyphored an earlier dispatch (072354+ October) from
CINCPOA to OfOt$OESPAC. This dispatch (a) stated that more destroyers were
required in TF 38 tc carry out Operation HOTFOOT (air strikes against the
Japanese mainland) which operatior was scheduled for about November lltn,
and (b) req'wssted 0*4SOWESPAC on or about October 25th to release DESRON
FORTY-SYvEN (then Included in the screens of the carrier task units of TG
77.4) anid to orer it to Ulitfi where CCV)EShQN FORTY-JEVEN was to report
to COMTWURDFIT for duty.****

* Coniander Aircraft 7Th Fleet Special Instructionn for Search Planes -

Aircraft 7TE Fleet Serial OOO167j, October 15th, 91,4,
** ,.asic Fleet Ojperational Gornnaunication D•octrine (i4WP 16), Chapt~er 5,

0,*fice of the hJ el of Naval Opperations, 5eptember 1953.
`Y\('G 7L.;.. .patch 2022Z4 October 194l4 to all cortcernod writh current

C(k4*TiHFLT DIopatch 210341 Octcber 1944 to CTF 77, ir,,o CTF's 78, 7,
C 7C7.4.



OWtSOIWLSPAC
October 21st

At 1645 the NASHVIILE, with CCMSOWESPAC aboard, got underwy from San
Pedro Bay with the ABNER READ and BUSH, and rendezvoused with TU 77.1.1 to
form TG 77.1 (Flagship Group). This group then proceeded to patrol area in
the eastern portion of Leyte Gulf.*

At 1702 he made a second response to President Rooseveltts congratulatory
message of the preceding day. In this dispatch he thanked the President as
follows:

"I am deeply grateful. for your fine message. It cannot but serve as a
great inspiration to all. ranks of this command. We all feel supreme cohfi-
dence that we can win our wy back and I am hopeful of doing oo at a minimum
cost of American and Filipino blood,.**

At 1708, as an inforrmation addressee, he received a dispatch from C0M-
THIRDFLT to CTF 77. In this dispatch CWTHIRDFLT, referring to (a) COM-
SEVENTHFLT'a dispatch 210425 wherein that commander had requested CTF 38 to
provide dusk fighter protection over the objective area on D+l, D+2 and there-
after as practicable,*4" and (b) his owi dispatch 210645 to CCMSOVSSPAC (which
had not as yet been received by COMSOWE$PAC), stated that it was impracticable
to comply.****

At 1727 he received the aforementioned dispatch from COMTHIRDFLT in effect
as follows:

WoulI appr-eciate early advice regarding withdrawal your transports and
other vulne-able over&eas movements to safe positions since my present opera-
tiorns in strategic p., ittion to meei threat of enemy fleet forces are somewhat
restricted by necnssi ty to cover your waits, The receipt of' this information
will permit me -to execute an orderly rearming provi,' m for my groups and at
same time wil] give ine more freelom for further of *fnsive action. Halseyt*"-"

THESE TWO DISPATC1•. ALARMED til' AS (A) THEf 3•AAIE A ClYAR INDICATION TIA'i
CGTVIIRDFLT WAS DE'SIROUS 1M' 10F " EUCIN, T1W, T'11DL'. C(1O '•TMENTS TO SOWESPAC AT
THE FARLIE, PRACTICAHLE MOMWHN, (10 AE KNFIý THAT UNM)E1 COMkTHIRDFILTS BASIC
OP)ERDEh WHICH; PkaZSCRt11-D "IN CASE OPP(OTUNITY fOR DESTRUCrION OF MAJOh PORTION
OF THE EN9I4Y FTLFT OFi,'Fi OR CAN RE CRFATh' SP DEST.ION BE00HES T.. PRI-
MARY TAt K --****,•-.THAT OF`'1 V1R, WAS AU.Ch(..U&. TO .. 1CONTIINUET SUCil COMMITMENT:
WHEVORn2t O(R NOT (;OMKcUWE1AC APPROVF1l-,,IN FACT, COMTHIRDiLT HAD AL, EAI.Y ')ONE

* War Diary NASHVIILLE, October 2h•t, 1944

S** COMSOWESPAC Dispatch '10802 Oc-tober 1941 to President Roosevalt,
info COMINCH.
CCM47THT.T DiPtatch 210425 October 1944 to CTF 38, info CCO43RPFT,
GcIF's 78, 79, •TG'a ' .4, 38.3, 38.4.
0*'3RDV1,T_ Dispatch 207I15" October 1944 to CTF 77, info (C,*SOWIqSPAC,
,. CTF 38.

• �]C(43RDFLT Dispatch 21C(4- October 1-944 to CONS&W*SPAC, info CTF 77,
CINC(AC, et!.

,***** CINCPOA Operation Plan No. 8-4., Yerial (A{)851, Septewber 27th, 1944,
inPaarapi 3(X) (1)



CCIMSOWESPAC
October 21st

THIS ON OCTOBER 15TH WHEN, WITH THE CTF 77 ADVANCE FORCES APPROACHING LEYTE,
HE HAD NOTIFIED 4XI4SOWESPAC THAT HE WAS DISPERSING HIS FORtES FOR FLEET ACTION
AND THAT, EXCEPT FOR THE LUZON STRIKE, NO FAST CARRIERS WOULD BE AVAILABLE TO
SUPPORT KING II UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE,* (C) HE APPEARS TO HAVE FELT THAT Cm•4-
THIRDFLT WAS ANXIOUS TO ATTMT TO CREATE SUCH OPPORTUNITY, AND (D) HE FELT
THAT THIS WOLD ENDANGER SOWEWAC OPERATIONS. HE THEREFORE STUDIED THE SITUA-
TION AND CONSIDERED THE SUBSTANCE OF HIS REPLY.

HIS OBVIOUS CONCfRN WAS, OF COURSE, BASED ON THE FACT THAT (A) THERE HAD
BEEN SEVERAL CONTACTS ON JAPANESE NAVAL FORCES DURING THE PAST SEVERAL DAYS,
(B) COMTHIRDFLT HAD REPEATEDLY WARNED AGAINST TOKYO EXPRESS OPERATIONS BY
LIMITED JAPANESE NAVAL FORCES, AND (C) THE COMMAND OF THE WESTERN PACIFIC
TASK FORCES (THIRDFLT) OPERATING IN THE SOWESPAC AREA IN SUPPORT OF C(SOWFmS-
PAC WAS NOT UNDER HIS (COCSOWESPACS) ORDERS EVEN TO THE REMOTLST DEGREE BUT.
WAS, INSTEAD, AT ALL TIMES UNDER CINCPOA. THERE WAS NO MUTUAL SUP-A7IOR
NEARER THAN THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF IN WASHINGTON. THIS COMMAND SITUATION
(ITEM C) HAS BEEN MORE FULLY COMMENTED ON IN VOLUME I UNDER THE HEADING
"COORDINATION OF OPERATIONS WITH ADJACENT THEATER COMMANDERS" .*-*

At 1810 he receivea a dispatch from COMSEVENTHFLT to CAAF SOESPAC and
C.G. FIFTR Air Force requesting, in part, that, since Coron Bay anchorage
appeared most likely to be used as an assembly or fueling area for important
elements of the Japanese fleet that might attempt to attack Allied forces at
Leyte, (a) they maintain the close practicable air observation of that bay,
and (b) they report and attack any eneir4' ships sighted there.***

At 1914 he received CTF 77's dispatch 210230 from which he learned that
his naval commander had decided to retire the damnazed HONOLULU and AUSTRALIA
from the objective area.****

At 2015 he originated a dispatch to COMINCH report!ig the progress of the
landing through October 20th, including the torpedoing of the HONOLULU but
making no mention of the damaged AUSTIL4IA.***ý4 Among other things, he
stated, "no report of activity on 21st". This would indicate that, although
he must have received from the NASHVILLE the raport concerning the damaged
AUSTRALIA, since all of the ships in the vicinity of the NASHVILLE saw the
hit, he had not yet received CTF 77's preliminary report of damage.******

* ~ C0M3RfFT Dispatch 1501149 October 1944 to CINCPAC, COMINCH, C(MSOWES-
eAC, COM7THFLT, CTF 77, etc.

*$ Voliume I, Battle for Leyte Gulf (NavPers 91973), Naval War College,
1753, Chapter I.
GOM7TTFLT Dispatch 210526 October 1944 to C.G. 5TH Air Force, :nd
CAAF SOWESPAt, i ,fo CO G OS'E"PAG, XOM3RDFLT.

**** CTF 77 Dispatch 2-10230 October 1944 to CTF's 78, 79, info CO*¶SOWTSPAC,
TFC's and TGC'a 3RL and 7TH Fleets.
COMSOWRSPAC Dispatch 211115 October 1944 to CC.. NU.., COM' n T, info
CNO, CINCPAC, CO.M2'AC.

U**N CTF 77 Disl~atch 202345 October 1944 to Australian Commonwealth Naval
Board, info (X¶7THIFLT Administration, COMSO'vET3PAC, CINCPAC, C(I#1NCH.
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"C( (SOWESPAC
October, 21st

The above statement alo indicates that he had not yet received CTF 77's
report of operations for the 2lst.*

At 2037 he received (from CINCPOA) a contact report concerning the sight-
ing (by Allied China-based aircraft) of an enenw task force in Formosa Strait
consisting of one carrier, three heavy cruisers, and four destroyers on coursf
0450 (T), speed fifteen knots, Latitude 230 -10'N, Longitude I17 0-50'E.**

At 2100 he drafted a reply to COMTHIRDFLT' - dispatch 210645 mentioned
previously saying, in part, that (a) the basic plan for this operation, in
which for the first time he had moved beyond his own land-based air cover,
was predicated tpon full support by THIRDFLT, (b) as planned, every possible
measure was being taken to expedite the installation of land-based air forces
in this area but, pending achievement of the rmission, shipping was subject
during this critical period to raiding enemy elements, both air and surface,
(c) tm cruisers already had been damaged by air attacking Leyte Gulf,
(d) he considered that COMTHIRIFLT's mission to cover this operation was
essential and paramount, and (e) finally, he stated, "the method by which
you fulfill that responsibility rests, of course, entirely in your judgement.
You will be kept fully informed of progress. Withdrawal of our shipping is
proceeding according to plan."**

THIS DISPATCH, WHICH, OWING TO 3ADI0 SILENCE, WAS NOT TRANSMITTED UNTIL
0740 THE FOLLOWING DAY, SHOWS CLEARLf THAT (A) COHSOWESPAC EXPECTED CON-
THIRDFLT TO PROVIDE FULL COVER AND SUPPORiT OF THE LEYTE OPERATION UNTIL THE
TRANSPORTS HAD BEEN WITHDRAWN AND THE GROUND FORCES FIRILY ESTABLISHED
ASHORE AND, MOST IMPORTANT, UNTIL THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SHORE-BASED AIR COVER
AT THE OBJECTIVE AREA (TENTATIVELY SCH1{PLEP FOR D+5), AND (B) HE WAS EXPECT-
ING ENM4Y OPERATIONS-�FOR WHICH HE R.Q1JIRED THIRDFLT COVER AND SUPPORT--TO
CONSIST MAINLY OF FA1DSa*** BY EN214Y A (R AND SURFACE ELENTS.-***

The latter concept here exprassed by COKSOWESPAC is of considerable in-
portance in that it clearly indivates that, as late as 2100 October 21st, the
view expressed in his naval commanders operation plan*I****--that "no major
elementb of the Japanese fleet would be involved in opposition to the Allied

* CTF 77 Dispatch 210946 October 1914 to CK(SOWESPAU info CINCPOA
0CXM3RDFLT, etc.

** CINCPAC Dispatch 211037 October 1944 to COMOWE-ESPAC, etc. (Reencypher-
ment of COMNAVGRPCHINA Dispatch 2.0930 October 1944 to CINCPAC).
(OX4SOWESPAC Dispatch 212240 October 1942 to COM3RDFLT.

S(1) A raid is an offensive measure swiftly executed, often by sur-
prise, and followed by a withdrawal. (Sound Mdlitary Decision,
U.S. Naval War College, 1942, Page 73).

(2) A raid, a sudden attack usually by a small force having no inten-
tion of holdin.., the territory invaded. A raid may be made by air-
craft, fast naval vessels, iiobile gro~und forces, or amphibious
forces (Dictionary of U.S. MilitarY Terms for Joint. Usape, Kay
1955).

* An element was a subdivision of a command considered as a part of a
formation or maneuver (Uictionarv of U.S. Army Terms, 2944).

SCANF SOWESPAC Operation Plan No. 13-44, Serial 00022A, September 26th,
1944, Annex M, parasraph C (1) (d).
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COKSOWESPAC
October 21st"'

landings •t Leyte"-still prvailed. rhis view is emphasised by his intOfli-
gence smiiary of this date which states:

(i) EneW Air Forward Area (Nansei Shoto, Northern Luzon, 'ormosa):
Defeated in the air, harassment and limited defense =ly remains,

(2) Mae Naval Units:
So apparent attemtp to interfere with our Leyte landings.*

=(SOWPAC WAS, OF 0OURSE, CORRECT (A) IN LEAVING THE MANNER IN WHICH
COMTHIRDFLT FULFILLED HIS RESPONSIBILITY TO THE LEYTE OPERATION ENTiELY UP
TO TLH COWPETECE AND PROFESSIONAL JUDGMENT OF THAT NAVAL O01ANDER SINCE
THIS MATTER WAS ESSENTIALLY A NAVAL PROLNM , AND (B) IN BASING THE RETIRF.NT
OF C1THI)RDFLT'S VARIOUS GROUPS FOR REAMING AND FOR FURTHER FREEDCM FOR
OFFENSIVE ACTION UPON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF LOCAL SHORE-BASED AIR RATHER THAN
UPON THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE ASSAULT SHIPPING AS CCITHIRDFLT HAD ZSTIMATiD.

At 2236 he received a dispatch from CCMTHIRDFLT wherein that commander
stated that the South China Sea might suddenly become a critical area and
thereforo requested C(ISOWESPAC's opinions as to his earliest estimate for
a safe route to the South (hina Sea via Surigao and Mindoro Straits ior
(a) well-escorted fleet oilers, and (b) major combatant ships.** He did
not reply to this dispatch on this day and therefore his reaction to it can
only be estimated.

Certainly, this dispatch must have surprised him for the beachheads were
in the process of being stabilised and, although the four division commanders
and C.G. TENIM Corps had assumed cnmuand ashor, C.G. TWENTY-FOURTH Corps and
C.G. SIXTH ArM had not as yet done so. AIm although the reports on Japa-
nese air operations did not indicate much str%_.g reaction at present, he well
knew that, despite Allied successes, many Japenese airfields in the Philip-
pines area were still operational and many of the damaged airfields could be
readily repaired. He also knew that the Japanese were flying in air re-
inforcements, mostly from the Empire,.

He clearly felt that C(MTHIRDFIT's estimate of the situation, being based
as it likely we on the concept that Japaiese operations would be confined to
air and surface raids and Tokyo Express runs, was anticipating operations
against major enemy forces in the South China Sea in order to accomplish that
portion of the orders which called upon the THIRDFLT to destroy majar enemy
forces encoumtered.

He also clearly felt that such operations were unsound for, if the THIRD-
FLT should move into the South China Sea via 3uri~a- Strait, or even Luzoe
Strait, in search of major enemy forces he could visualize enemy raids in

* Intelligence Suzmaiy No. 20, Periodic 3ucwary of Enemy Trends, GHQ,
SOWESSPACAUEA Military Intelligence Soction, General Staff, October
21st, 1944.
OQ** (X3RDFLT Dispatch 210454 October 1944 to COCSOWESPAC, info C0HlNC(A,
CINCPAC, CTF's 77 aimd 38, CTG 38.1.
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strength on the Allied naval forces remaining in the Leyte Gulf area as well
as on his line of communications, For example, should the THIRDFLT enter the
South China Sea via Surigao Strait, ishat was to prevent the Japanese carriers
from striking through Luzon Strait? In this connection, it seems well to
point out that his original planning inteltigence estimate (made by his naval
staff) of Japanese operations against the SEVENTHFLT had forecast that the
Japanese naval reaction mould consist of a Tokyo Express run by a strong
cruiser force assisted by diversionary operations in the South China Sea by
the heavy unit. of the FIRST StrJi'ng Force,* While these latter operations
were designed to draw off the Allied slow battleships, cruisers and destroyers
from screening positions in the vicinity of Surigao Strait and thereby facili-
tate tho orerations of the cruiser force.,* CONSOWESPAC could visualize that
they might equally well draw off the THIRDFLT. Therefore, he could see that
if COKITIRDFLT were released that commander might well be drawn off by the
diversionary operations of the Japanese heavy units to the westward of the
Philippines and thus place the SEVENTMFLT in a dangerous military situation.

THESE DISPATCHES BY COMTHIKRDFLT AND O(MSOWESPAC' S REPLY TO THE FIRST DIS-
PATCH GAVE INDICATIONS OF WIDELY DIFIERING OPINIONS AS TO THE EMPLOYKENT OF
FAST CARRIER TASK FORCEZ IN THE COVER AND SUPPOET OF AMPHIBIOUS OPERATIONS.
ON THE ONE HAND, COMTHIRDFLT, AS DISCUSSFD UNDER "OPERATIONS OF COMTHIRDFLT,
OCT•OBER 21ST", WAS CLE=4Y OF THE OPINION THAT THIS COULD BEST BE ACCOMPLISHEfD
BY SEWKING OUT THE ENI)(Y AND DEST1b0YING HIM OR BY CREATING A SITUATION WHICH
WOULD CAUSE THE ENEMY TO REACT IN STRENJGTH IN WHICH CASE HE (COMTHIRDFLT),
WITH HIS EVIDENT SUPERIORITY, EXPECTED TO DESTROY HIM. ON THE OTHER HAND
COKSOWESPAC WAS CLEARLY OF THE OPINION THAT THE FAST CARRIER TASK FORGES
SHOULD ftRMAIN IN A Ar'.ITION TO SUPPORT HIS (M(XASOWESPAC'S) OPERATIONS UNTIL
ADEQUATE LAND-BASED AIR POWER HAD BM ESTAELISHED IN THE LE[TE A±Q"A.

At 2305 he received from COKTHIfRFLT a report concerning the results of
the damn fighter sweeps and first strikes by TG's 38.2 and 38.3 against the
Visaya and eouthern Luzon this day stating, among other things, that (a) at
Coron Bky a previously damaged cargo ship, a small coastal cargo vessel, and
a one-hundred foot escort had been destroyed, (b) three patrol boats had been
sunk at Bata~ngas Bay in southeastern Luzon and one at Cebu, (c) off Masbate
two luggers and two medium cargo ships had been damaged and a number of
ammtnition barges destroyed, (d) thirteen enemy planes had been shot down in
the air and thirty-seven destroyed on the ground, including some previously
damaged, (e) owi losses were three planes and one pilot and one aircremman,
(f) few worthwhile targets remained in southern Luzon and Coron Bay, (g) a
total of forty-four planes (of whi!h some were damaged) remained at Manapla,
San Jose, Bkilan, Legaspi, and Saravia Airfields.**

At 2333 he received (from rTF 77) a very favorable report on the progress
of the Leyte operations of which the factors of princilal interest were that
(a) the majority of the transports had been unloaded and were departing, and

Intelligence Memorandium Japanese Fleet Possibilities, KING II Operations
'Leyte), October 4th, 1944, by Captain Raymond D. TarbucK, USN, Attached
to G-3, GHQ, 5OWiiEPAC.

4* (OOMRDFLT Diepatch 21.0857 October 1944 to COCISOWTPAC and CINCPAC, info
"OmIrNCH, COM7THYLT, a il TFC's 3RDFLr.
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that the LST and AK unloading ws proceeding well, partially owing to employ-
ment of pontoon causewas at RED Beach, and (b) troops ashore were making
excellent progress with light casualties.*

THE ABOVE REPORTS WOM OF CONSIDERABLE VALUE TO HIM BECAUSE THEY SHOWED
CLEARLY THAT THE JAPANESE REACTION ON LAND, SEA, AND AIR HAD, AT LFAST FOR
THE FIRST TWO DAYS, BEM OF INSIGNIFICANT PROPORTIONS AND TENDED TO SUPPORT
THE GHQ SOWE0PAC ITN7LIGENt ESTIMATE OF OCTOBER 17TH THAT KING II COULD
NOT EE STOPPED ON LAND, SEA OR AIR.-*

During this and the following days he received, in addition to the dispatch
from the President of the United States, congratulatory dispatches from other
leader. as well notably the Secretary of the Navy,*** CIN(POA,*-*+ and
COKTHIRDFLT.*

(1) Operations of Commander SEVENTH Fleet. October 21st.

CCKSEVENTHFLT, who was also UITF 77, was, as pointed out under "Opera-
tions of CTF 77, October 21st", operating in the WASATCA in his night retire-
ment area.

As he returned to the objective area off the beaches, he pondered over
the reply he should give CCRTHIRDFLT in answer to that commanders' 200314.
This dispatch, it will be recalled, requested earliest information concerning
(a) target priorities for the Visayan strikes by TG's 38.2 and 38.3, and (b)
instructions regarding air coordination of these strikes with other air opera-
tions. Since he had had this dispatch for many hours, it is not clear why he
dflayed so long in replying to it. Perhaps he required time to ascertain the
plans of the Allied air forces. Whatever may have been the reason for the
delay in replying, his reply was not dispatched until 0442, or about fourteen
hours after its receipt by CTF 77. In this reply he (a) requested sweeps of
all airfields as practicable north of Latitude 12o-O0'N, with the destruction
of enemy aircraft as the primary objective, (b) advised that army aircraft
were covering all airfields south of this line, and (c) stated that no
coordination of these attacks with those of other activities would be
required.**

THIS REPLT, EXCEPT FOR THE DELAY IN ITS RELEASE,, WAS SOUND. CERTAINLY
THE MAIN DANGER TO THE ALLIED SHIPPING OFF THE LANDING BEACHES WAIS AT THE
PRESENT NG( T THE DANGER FROM JAPANESE AIRCRAFT WHICH ALRFADv, THROUGH SNEAK

CTF 77 Dispatch 210946 October 1944 to CONSOWESPAC, info COMINCH,
CINCPOA, etc.
GHQ SOWESPAC Dispatch 171536 October 1941+ to C(OMSOWESPAC (in
NASHVILLE) and C.G. 6TH Army (in WASATCH).
SECXAV Dispatch 201954 October 1941 to COMSOWESPAC.

**** CINCPOA l)iepatch 201954 Oc:tober 1944 t, COMSOWESPAC.
•-I*• COM3RDFLT Dispatch 200005 October 1944 to COMSOWESPAC.

�*�'•' COXTHFLT Dispatch 201942 October 1944 to COM3WTFLT, info CCMSOWESPAC,
C.G. 5TH Air Force, all TFC's and TGC's 3RD and 7TH Fleets, etc.
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ATTACKS, HAD DISABLED THE HONOLULU AND PRESERVER AND HAD MADE NEAR MISSES ON
OTI-ER CRAFT. THEREFORE, A DESTRUCTION OBJECTIVE AGAINST SUCH JAPANESE AIR-
CRAFT RATHER THAN AGAINST THE AIRFMtOS THE4SELVES WAS A CORRECT OBJECTIVE
FOR ATTACKS BY ALLIED PLANES.

IT WAS WELL KNOW BY THIS TIME THAT AIRFIELD DAMAGE WAS GENERALLY
nRDILY REPAIRABLE EVEN BY PRIMITIVE hEANS AND THAT MUCH MORE EFFECTIVE RE-
SULTS WERE TO BE OBTAINED BY DAILY SWEEPS OVER THE ENEMY AIRFIELDS TO GET THE
PLANES AT THE SOURCE AND TO PREVENT STAGING OF THE PLANES F1M THE CHAIN OF
BASES TO THE NORTH AND SOUTH.* HOWEVMt, WITH THE ARRIVAL OF NUCLEAR WARFARE,
BECAUSE OF THE HIGHLY DESTRUCTIVE E1FECT OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS, A DESTRUCTION
OBJECTIVE AAINST AIRFIELDS SUITABLE FOR THE OPERATION OF HIGH SPEED JET
AIRCRAFT MAY WELl. BE CONSIDERED AS A CORRECT OBJECTIVE FOR ATTACK BY ALLIED
PLANIS.

SWhile there is no explanation of the choice of Latitude 129-OO' N, this

I.etitude seems to have been a rough approximation of the northern limit of
* CLAA SOWESPAC'. attack operations established by COMSOWESPAC in his dispatch

170939 (CG4THIRDFLT is an information addressee). Here the southeastern tip
of Masbate was indi.rectly designated as the northern limit.

As will be shown later under "Operations of COMTHIRDFLT, October 21st",
this 201942 dispatch was not received by that commander until aft'n. the dawn
sweeps and first strikes, thus making interference with the operations nf
other Allied air forces a distinct possibility,. Fortunately, as will be shown
later, there were no important instances of mntual interference.

At 1217 his headquartere dispatched an intelligence summary which
stated, in general, that (a) operations i .eytfe were proceeding satisfac-
torily against minor ground and weak air opposition, (b) enemy shipping
encountered throughout the SOWESPAC area on preceding several days consistad
largely of merchant shipping of small size, much of which had been attacked
successfully by, Allied aircraft and by submarines, (c) enemy airfields had
been attacked by Allied aircraft which had destroyen a number of enemy plane!,
and (d) most important, the sixteen large naval vessels reported previously i-
Pare Pare Bay (Contact 2) were actually six small cargo ships totalling 2500
tons, numerous smnaLl coasters and four float planes.**

Meanwhile, sometime before 1357, his headquarters at Hollandia had
received information to the effect that one of the planes (presumably a search
plane) had sighted at 1115 one battleship (BB), three light cruisers (CL),
three aestroyers (DD), and six unidentified ships in LatJtixle 030 -03'N Longi
tude 1180 -40('K, course 1700(T), speed fifteen (Celebes Se (Contact 61 for at
1357 that headquarters so advised those commanders concerrtid.'

* Action Report CTG 77.4, Leyte Operations, October 12th - 29th, 1914,
Serial 00120, November 15th, 1944.

*-* (XIIM7THFLT Dispatch 210317 October 1944 to all interested in 7TIIFL.T
Sumnarv.

*4 0OM7THP,1T Dispatch 210457 October 191.2 to CTF's 77, 78, 79, 38,
CTG'a 38.1, 38.2, 38.3, 38.4 and C-Ct3RD)FLT.
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During this day, as on previous days, he had received intelligence
f"om various sources which indicated that the Japanese were dispatchi oilers
to Coron Bay for the purpose of fueling Ja,?n~tse fleet units and, notably, the
FIRST Striking Force, which intelligence indicated may have been at sea. This
intelligence concerning the FIRST Striking Forct ws the only indication up to
this time of a possiblo movement of major fleot unitn to the Philippines. He
was familiar with Coron Bay because, duriag the September air raids by 0C(1-
THIRDFLT, Manila shipping had sought refupe there but to no avail as planes
from TF 38, after a flight of 325 miles, had succesafully attacked them there
o. SeptemZer 24th.*

As a matter of interest, Corn Flay (in the Calamian Group--western
Philippines-between Mindoro Island and Palawn Island) is a large body of
water between Coron, Basuanga and Culion Islands which the Japanese had been
employing as an important satellite anchorage to Manila,** but which, appar-
ently because of its locetion with relation to the Leyte operation, they were
tiow planning to employ as an important fleet anchorage at least for fueling.
It will be observed that this bay was within the range (a) of carrier-based
aircraft from the vicinity of San Bernardino Strait and Lamon Bay but was just
beyond the range of carrier-based aircraft !rom the eastwnrd of Leyte, and
(b) of land-based aircraft operating from Morotal Island but, in this case,
any attack would necessarily be at nearly the iaximum attack range of such
aircraft.

Realizing that this bay was highly likely to be used as a "concentra-
tion or fueling area for important elements of the Japanese fleet which may
attempt to strike against our Loyte forces",*** he at 1426 notified the C.G.
FIFTH Air Force to this effect by dispatch an'd requested that commander
(a) to keep the Coron Bay area under closest practicable air observation by
daily sear.'i with view of attakinq and repo-ting any bhipping sighted, and
(b) if no en . ships were sighted in Coron Bay to attack the harbor facili-
ties in order to discourage its possible use by units of the enemy fleet.***

THIS DISPATCH IS OF PARTICULAR CONSEQUENCE BECAUSE IT "SPECIFIES IM-
PORTANT ELEKENTS OF THE JAPANESE FLEET" RATHER THAN UMAJOR EI4XENTS" THEREOF,
OR EVPX THE FLEET ITSELF. THIS GIVES MORE THE IMPRESSION OF RAIDS THAN OF
FLEET ACTION AND THEREFORE CONTINUES TO SUPPORT THE CONCEPT ORIGINALLY EX-
PRESSED THAT MAJOR EL91ENTS OF THE JAPANESE FLEET WOULD NOT BE INVOLVED IN
S OPPOSITION TO THE ALLIED LANDINGS AT LETTE.4**

It is of interest that, in replying to CCOMTHIRDFLT, he did not yet
know that CC1ITHIRDFLT, likely motivated by intelligence similar to that which

i * Action Report CTF 38, Summary of TF 38 Operations, August 29th - October
30th, 1941, Serial 00505, November 3rd, 19h4.

! • CINCPAC Weekly Intelligence, Volume 1, No. 16, October 27th, 194.
COKCSEVYUTHFLT Dispatch 210526 October 1944 to C.G. 5TH A~r Force, CAAF
S ,OWESrA , info CCNSOWESPAC, =13-217T.

SCANF SOWESPAC Operation Plan No. 13-44, Serial 00022A, September 26th,
1944, Annex K, Brought up to date by CTF 77 Dispatch 160611 October 1944.
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had motivated himself, had, on this very day, already launched and recovered
a morning esrike against Coron Bay and had found no worthwhile shipping ther
exaept a previous:y damaged cargo ship, a small coastal cargo vessel, and one
snall escort, all of which he claimed were destroyed.

At 1535 his headquarters at Hollandia, realizing that the ARIADIE W
been directed to fuel at Kossol Roads and that there would be no fuel there
after fL-day, advised CTF 78 'that after Dl-day no SKE)THFLT oilers would be at
Kossol Roads but that fuel would be available in Area ACCIPITER, 110 miles
east at Point FIN, after D+2 day to D+8 day.*

At 1621 his headquarters at Hollandia in their intelligence summary
listed the results of contacts and strikes on the previous day and certain
reports for the 19th. The sum total of these results was some damape or
sinkings of minor merchant shipping and some effective bombing of certain key
sectors, notably Davao and Ncgros, including Bacolod Airdrome.** Japanese
reports do not list the above damagings or strikings on this day.***

At 2105 his headquarters advised all commanders concerned of a 1300
contact believed reliable on two light cruisers (CL) of YUBARI-class between
Maricaban and Cape Santiago en route from Manila Bay to Verde Island Passage
at an SOA of twenty-five knots.**** No information is available as to what
ships these were. They were certainly not YUBARU's for there ws only one
of that class, which had been sunk about six mouths earlier (April Z7th) by
the American submarine BLUEGILL.**-** It is believec that this contact was
likely on much smaller ships and possibly on noncombatant ships.

(a) Optrations of CTF 77 (Central Philippines Attack Force),

At the start of the day C(rF 77, in WASATCH, was operating in his
night retirement area in the eastern portion of Leyte Gulf in companv with
his own flagship unit (TU 77.1.1) and that of COMSOWESPAC (TU 77.1.2) which
included GONSOWESPAC in the NASHVILLE.

He, jas interested in the operations ashore anO at the beachheads
which operations he felt were progressing favorably, although he realized that,
so far, only the army division c mmanrcr with CTF 7P at the northern beaches

* CCM'7THFIT Dispatch 210635 October 1944 to CTF 78, info CTF's 77, 79,
OC43,DFLT, CTU 77.7.1, ARlADNE.
CCM7TTMFLT Dispatch 210721 October 1944 to all concerned with CCM7THFLT
InteLligence.

** The Impe)'ial Japanese Navy in World War II, prepared by Military History
Section, Special Staff, GHQ, FEC, February 1952.

**** CCKTHF]T Dispatch 211205 October 1944 to CTF's 77, 78, 79, 71, 72, 73,
(.TG's 71.2, 77.4, 0OV3RDFLT, CTF 38, CTG's 3P.1, 38.2, 38.3, 38.4, CAAF
SO•SPA C ,

S~**** Japaneve Naval and Merchant Losses During World War II by United States
Subtiarines, February 1947, prepiared by the Joint Army-Navy Assessment
Comuittee, Page 7.
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(C.G. FIRST Cavalry Division and C.Gv TWaNTY-FOURIH InaAntir Division) had
assumed comnrnd ashore, (Unknown ) him anc the other principal commarder-
in the chain of coriaand, the C.G. NINETY-SIXTH Infantry Division 1,ad assumed
command arhore in the enrlv evening of D-day). He probably believed that one
of the prine-ipal reas.'nr why the army div.sion commanders in the Southern
&ttazk orce had not as yet assivmed command ashore was thi fact that the un-
loading of the transports and cargo ships had xhot proceeded a. rapidly as ex-
pected on the previous day. This, as discussed under "Operations of CT1 79,
October 20tH", was larvely due to three factors: (a) the fact that the trans-
ports and cargo ships had not been combat loaded; (b) the fact that problems
had arisen conceraing the mobility of the 381st Regimental Combat Team (SIXTH
Army Reserve) which required that certain boats, which otherwise would havr
been employed in landing cargo, were reouired to shirt cargo; and (c) the fac'.
that the shore party with the NINETY-SIXTH Infantry Division operated ineffi-
ciently.

CTF 77 vas anxious t,. axpedite the unioadincc of the assault ship-
ping sirnce this would expedite (a) its departure and thereby reduce ics pzriod
of vulnerability to enemy attack, (b) the asnumption of command ashore (1) b.,
the arty division commanders with (7T 79 at the southern beaches and perhaps
(2) by bowul army corps conutianders as well.

At 0052 he directd all ships (a) departing Leyte Gulf to report
to CTG 78.5, vicinity Point EASY, for routing through Area SWEEP, and (b)
arri-ing I.eyte Gulf to report to GALLO? at Point FIN for similar instructions*

_a t-At 0245, as an information addressee, he received a dispatch from
CTF 78 to the ARIADNE which, in part, directeC that ship to fuel at Kossol--- • Foads .*

At 0%49 he requested CTG 77.4 to sweep the western Visayas and the
northern Mindanao airfields as practicable that afternoon not to interfere
with scheduled air support operations. He gave as the primary objective the
"destruction of enemy aircraft",.***

This was apparently to parallel the request which he as COM-
SEVENTHFLT had made seven minutes earlier (0442) to COMTHIR1DFLT to strike
airfields north of Latitude 12°-OOtN,**** and was apparently designed to
avoid interference with the THIRd)FLT planes whi:h he had every reason to
believe would be striking the western Visayas this morning since there had

been no apparent change in the strategic sltuation.**l*N The wisdom of choice

* CTF 77 Dispatch 201552 October 19!14 to all TFC's and TGCW's 7THFLT.
* ** CTF 78 Dispatch 201216 October 1944 to ARIADNE, info CTF 77, 79, etc.
*4* GCTF 77 Dispatch 201949 Cctober 1944 to OTG 77.4, info C(M3RDPLT,

CIF's 78, 79.
***' COM7THVIT Dispatch 201942 October 1944 to (XIM3RDFLT.
***** C�(4M3RDFLT Dispatch 200314 October 1*-4 to GTFF 77, info GOMSU'4MPAC

etc.
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of the objective is discussed under "Operations of COMSEVRNTHI',T October
21st". In view of the Tokyo Express concept, it veema stranle, however,
that no particular instructions were in either case issued to include
Incidental searches of the coast lines for concealed enemy combatant ships.

Actually, CTG 38.3 this day coveredthe coast line at the extreme southeast
end of the Luton Peninsula (San Bernardino Strait) with a single VF photo
plane between 1200 xnd 1500.*

At 0514 he received, as an information addressee, a dispatch
from COMTHIRDFLT wherein that commander indicated the employment of the fast
carrier task groups on October 21st and 22nd.*

He could see from this employment schedule that CCMWHIRDFLT con-
tinued to disregard his request for one fast carrier group at the objective
area after D-day "until the situation clarified" but, instead, had decided
to station all three available groups in a strategic support )osition about
270 miles to the north-northeast (the fourth group would be fueling in Area
MICK some 300 miles northeast of the objective area and, therefore, not
readily available). The reasons which may have motivated COMTHIRDFLT to
station all his available carriers to the north are discussed umder "Opera-
tions of C14THIRDFLT, October 21st."

As he approached the landing area he received a report that an
enemy suicide plane had crashed into the bridge of the AUSTRALIA-which ship
was operating off the northern beaches-and that she had suffered serious
structural damage with a considerable number of personnel casualties.

At 0700 he arrived in the Southern Transport Area. After observ-
ing that the unloading operations had continued there throughout the night
and that operations on shore were continuing, he departed at 0746 for the
Northern Transport Area to observe the progress of the operations off RED
Beach where unloading operations had been very slow owing to the shallow
water off that beach, and to the delay in the arrival of the pontoon cause-
ways and LCT's from TF 79, and in their employment after their arrival.

Possibly, also about this time, he received word that Commander
Parsons (the naval officer with the guerillas ashore)*** had reported that
there was a small enemy concentration at Malitbog, Leyte Island (Latitude
100-l0'N, Longitude 125-.00'E) which should be destroyed, Therefore, at
0758 he advised CTF 78 that (P) he desired an LCI(G) of the Panaon Attack
Group (7G 78.3) to destroy this enemy concentration, and (b) Commander
Parsons would (1) proceed by air to Panaon with detailed target information
aid (2) remain on board the designated LCI(G).I*N*

* Aircraft Action Report Air Group 27, October 21st, 1914 forwarded by
PRI1UC1MTN, Serial 0,, November 10th, 1944.

** CCM3RDF1I Lispatch 201222 October 1944 to CTF 38, all TGC's of TF 38
and CTG 30.8, info all commands concerned with SOWESPAC operations.

SConvrande" Charles Parsons, USNR,
ft f CTF 77 Dispatch 202258 October 1944 to CTF 78, info CTG 77.4.
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At 0917, while en route to RED Beach, he received (from CTF 79) a
dispatch (a) stating that CX4CRUDIV NINE in HONOLULU had reported that that
vessel would be ready to proceed under its own power at twelve knots or better
by afternoon, and (b) reconmending that (1) the HONOLULU proceed to Manus that
evening for docking, and (2) in view of the fact that her evaporators had bean
wrecked by the enemy air attack the day before, she stop at Kossol Passage en
route for fuel and wter.*

THIS POSED AN INTERESTING QUESTION. ALTHOUGH NOWHERE IN THE IN-
FORMATION AVAIlABLE TO THIS STUDY HAS HE MADE ANY DISCUSSION OF THIS MATTER,
THE QUESTION LIXEIY AROSE IN HIS MIND AS TO THR ADVISABILITY OF SENDING THE
HONOLULU AND AUSTRALIA BACK TO MANUS SINCE (A) BOTH OF THESE, ALTHOUGH
DAMAGED, WERE NEVERTHELESS OF CONSIDERABLE VALUE SHOULD A BATTLE ENSUE, AND
(B) THERE WAS A PSYCHOLOGICAL FACTOR INVOLVED OF CONSIDERABLE IMPORTANCE TO
FUTURE OPERATIONS.

ITE4 (A) WAS PROBABLY RATHER READILY RESOLVED FOR (I) THERE WERE
STILL NO INDICATIONS THAT THE JAPANESE PLANNED ANY MORE SERIOUS OPERATIONS
AGAINST THE ALLIED FORCES THAN TOKYO EXPRESS OPERATIONS AND HE HAD AMPLE
FORCES TO CWEBAT SUCH OPERATIONS, AND (2) HE WAS BEING COVERED BY THE
THIRDFLT. THEREFORE, THE DETACHMENT OF' THE TWO CRUISERS WITH THE TWI DF-
STROYERS WAS AN ACCEPTABLE REDUCTION IN STRENGTH OF HIS COMMAND.

However, item (b) was probably much harter to resolve since this
consideration involved suicide plane attacks and the action to be taken with
relation thereto. The point at issue was as follows:

Will the detachment of vessels which have been damaged by suicide
planes be noted by the Japanese and, if so, will it encourage them to believe
that by an increased employment of suicide planes they will be able to force
the retirement of the Allied forces? Certainly, if he believed this to be so,
he could not authorize such retirement as this would indicate that the sui-
cide plane was successful.

HE MADE THE SOUND DECISION THAT, SINCE THE SUICIDE ATTACKS HAD
BEM VERY LIMITED IN NUMBER AND HAD BEEN GENERALLY INEFFECTIVE., THE DETACH-
MENT OF THESE TW) CRUISERS (ONLY ONE OF WHICH, THE AUSTRALIA, HAD BEEN HIT
BY A SUICIDE PLANE) WOULD NOT UNDULY INCREASE THE JAPANESE SUICIDE PLANE
OPERATIONS. THEREFORE, HE PREPARED A DISPATCH ORDERING THE DETACHMENT OF
THESE TW) CRUISERS. IT IS OF INTEREST, IN THIS CONNECTION, TO NOTE THAT TWO
MONTHS LJTSR IN THE LINGAYEN OPERATION, CTG 77.2, WHO COMMANDED THE ADVANCE
OPERATION q¶-%RE AND WHO HAD ENCOUNTERED SUICIDE PLANES IN STRENGTH, MADE THE
OPPOSITE BUT STILL SOUND DECISION. HERE, HE DECTDED THAT, IN VIEW OF THE
INCREASED SUCCESS OF THE JAPANESE SUICIDE PLANE ATTACKS, "THERE COULD BE NO
RETIRDENT (OF ALLIED FORCES) IN THE FACE OF THE DAMAGE INFLICTED, BECAUSE
TO DO SO WOULD CROWi THE EFFORTS O&' THE SUICIDE PLANE WITH SUCCESS."•

F* 0F 79 Dispatch 202335 October 194.4 to CTF 77, info CTG 77.2.
SAction Report CTG 77.2, BomtL.rdment and Occupation of Lingayen Gulf,

January 3rd - 18th, 1945, Serial OO18, January 28th, 1945.
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At 0955 CTF ,7 Issued an order to CTG 77.4 to provide a target
CAP of at least twelve fighters to be over the objective area at daybreak.*I: At 1010 he anchored off PED tisch and quickly observed that a
number of the pnntoon ca-seways were in place and that the unloading opera-
lione were proceedotng apace.

At 1130 he ordered the damaged HONOLULU ind AUSTRALIA to retire
from the objective area, and formed for this purpose TO 70.6 consisting of
the HONOLULU and AUSTRALIA, plus one Australian DD design.ted by CTF 78, and
one DD designated by CTF 79 from DESRON FIFTY-SIX as escorts. He directed
CTG 70.6,** when ready for sea this date, to proceed with this command toMaxiUs where the HONOLULU was to be available for docking, the AUSTRALIA for

emergency repai.s.***

at IMeanwhile, CTG 70.1, who had entered Leyte Gulf with his group
at OcoO, reported to him for duty.

At 1150 he directed CTG 70.1 to report to CTF 78 in the Northern
Transport Area for assignment of berths.*•* Mindful of the fact that, unless
otherwise ordered, CTG 70.1, in accordance with basic instructions, would
automatically commence PT boat operations this night (D÷I) in PT boat operat-
ing areas (a) 91, 100l and 101 (Mindanao Sea in the vicinity of the southern
entrance to Surigao Strait), and (b) at the southern entrance to San Juanico
Strait,,***** he studied the developing situation to ascertain whether any
changes were necessary.

At 1208 he directed the HALF MOON, which had arrived with the
motor toroedo boats, to report to GTG 73.7 (Commander Advanced Group Naval
Air Force) in the SAN CARLOS for duty.**g***

At 1239 he received a di spatch from CTG 77,4 recommending that,
as soon as the ground support would perit, he be authorized to organize
morning and afternoon sweeps in force over Cebu,, Negras and northern Mindanao

"- order to reduce the frequency of the harassing raids by sartll groups then
o.e±ig experienced.*"**-**

*CTF 77 Disratch 210055 October 4 _ý 4 CTG 77.4, info CTF's 78, 79
and CTG 77.2.

SRHear Admiral Walden L. Ainsworth, U.S. Nari.
CTF 77 Dispatch 210230 October 1944 to CTF's 78, 79, info all TFCvs
7TH1VT, all TFC's 3RDFLT, all TGC's 7THYLT, COMDESRON 56, etc.

*t CTF 77 Visual Dispatch 210250 October 1944 to CTG 70.1, info C¶"''s
78 and 79.

~***• CAWF SOWESPAC Operation Plan No. 13-44, Serial 00022A, Sep ember
26th, 1944, Appendix 5 to Annex E; also CTG 70.1 Dispatch "71.057
October 1944 to CTF's 77, 78, 79, all interested in PT operations.

*%('ýrF 77 D)ýkpatxh 210)011 Uctober 1941, to HALF MOON, info CTF '9,
('G 77.2.

****W** CTG 77.4 Dispatch 210122 October 1941 to CTF 77.
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Since this dispatch was very similar to the dispatch which he had
sent earlier to CTG 77.4* and appeared to have crossed the dispatch, he un-
doubtedly received this recommendatibn with satisfaction because it showed
that CTG 77.4 was not only exp,)eriencing harassing raids siwilar to those that
the units inside the gulf were experiencing, but also had envisaged the same
solution.

At 1242ý he reueiv-e a di.ipatch fram 0rG 78,5 stating, among other
thJngs, that (a) Area SWEEP had now been swept to a depth of sixty feet
throughout and was considered safe for shallow draft vessels, (b) some por-
tions had been iropt to a depth of e' ,hty feet and were deemed safe for all
types of vessels, and (c) traffic eatering and leaving Leyte Gulf wouLd be
routed south of the line bearing 283 0 (T) from Point FIN untJl clear of this
point .*

Meanwhile, at 1303 he received a dispatch report flxr CTF 79
which gave the Allied situation in that commander's area as of lCO. This
report was in substance as follows:

(a) Beachheads had been secured by the SEVENTh Dii•! La' up to
2000 yards in depth and by the NINETY-SIXTH Division up to 150) rurds in
depth with only light to moderate casualties;

(b) Several counterattacks (one at 1300 previous day and one at
0600 this day) had been repulsed;

(c) Supplies and equipment were being unloaded rapidly;

(d) All division troop" were ashore extept for the SIXTH Army
"Reserve Regiment (381st Regimental Combat Team);

(e) TF 79 was under smoke cover during night;
(f) No attacks had been reported (during the night) except for

one plane which dropped a bomb near the antisubmarine screen with negative
results;

(g) Reckless firing of 20-mri guns through smoke cover had caused
several personnel casualtis ahoard the HONOL'ULU; corrective measures had
been taken;

(h) lie anticipated unloading and retiring several transports from
the objective area by nightfall.*

* CTF 'n Dispatch 201]949 October 1944 to CTG 77.4, info COM3RDFLT, CTF1s
78 and 79.

** TG 78.5, Dispatch 202224 October 194,4 to all concerned with curt t.nt
operations SOWLSPAC.

*f�L`TF 79 Dispatch 210212 October 1944 to CTF 77.
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Certain features of 4this dispatch were of primary ir ortance to
CI' 77. These were the fact4 that (a) both divisions were now ashore -nd had
encountered relatively atk opposition, (h) supplies and eqa.dpment were being
,rapidly unloaded with the consequent prospective rAIrement of shipping from
the area, and (c) smoke cover for shipping off the beaches i?p. red to be
highly effective. He was, of course, interested in the above because they
indicated that (a) operations were continuing successful'y and theretor, the
army division commanders would soo,. be assuming command ashore, and (b) smokl
cover seemed to have made it possible to conduct night unload'tnl operations
successfully. This would expedite the unloading probiem.

At 1325 he requested CT? 38 to furnish fighter orotection fo.
this day as well as for D+2 day and thereafter at. practicable b., providing
an eight VF cap over the oblective area from 1730 to 1900.*

At 1339, having found that no changes in his motor tornado boa'
operating plan #ere necessary, he advised GAAF SOWESPAC and C.0. FAATH Air
Force that (a) Allied motor torpedo boat operations in the Leyte area wtnld
be in accordance with Appendix 5 of Annex E to CANF SOWESPAC Operationi Plan
No. 13-44, and (b) CTG 70.1 would advise these commanders direct of opera-
tions scheduled west of the line prescrited in CO4SWESPAC's dispatch
thereon.** He did this because the latter dispatch, among other items, had
(a) advanced the air operating areas for the Allied air forces from northern
Mindanao to the Visayas west of the line Canauayor Island, east coast
Camiguin Island, east coast Bohol Island, Olango Island, northeast tip Cebu
Island, southeast tip Masbate Island, and (b) directed CANF SOWECSPAC after
D+l day to inform CAAF SOWESPAC of Allied naval surface units operating west-
wrd of the above line giving at least twenty-four hours notice of probable
location.***

HE ALSO DID) THIS TO INFORM ALL CONCERNED CCMHANDS THAT HE HAD fNOW
DECIDED THAT. RATHER THAN ADVISE THESE COMMANDS HIMSELF AS CANF SOWESPAC, HE
HAD HT THIS ORDER ASSIG2ED THIS RESPONS-BILITY TO CTG 70.1, WHO WAS EXPECTED
TO COMPLY. THIS DELEGATION OF THIS RESPONSIBILITY, WHICH INDICATES CLL.ARLY
THAT HE WAS NOT UNDULY CONCFRNED OVER THESE OPERATIONS AND FELT THAT THE
PRESSURE OF THE MAJOR OPERATIONS NOW UFDERWAY REQUIRED HIS COMPLETE ATTEINTION,
WAS IN ACCORDANCE• WITH THE PRINCIPLE OF THE CHAIN OF COMMAND WHEREIN THE
COMMANDER MAY ASSIGN TASKS TO HIS IMMEDIATE SUBORDINATES WITHOUT, HOWEVEiR,
DIVESTING HIMSELF OF ANY PART OF HIS RESPONSIBILITY.

The question as to whether or not the existing situation required
changes in the motor torpedo boat operating plan is discussed under "Opera-
tions of CTG 70.1, October 21st".

* COM7THFLT Dispatch 210425 October 191,4 to CTF 38, info CCM3R[DFLT, etc.
** CTF 77 Dispatch 210439 October 1944 to CAAF SOWESPAC and C.G. 5TH Air

Force,,
*fl CaXVOWESPAC Dispatch 170939 October 194 to CAAF SOWESPAC, CANF SOWES-.

PAC, info C.G. 5TH Air Force, COG3RDFLT, CTF 77, etc.

266



I CTF 77

COI~~~aP~YOctober 21st.

At 1516 he received anuther dispatch froim CTr 79 which bore rela-
tively, but not - espected, bad news. This dispatch discussed the ammunition
s.tudtion w 'in TF I j and pointed out that the bombardment nmanition was
now -o -erio-s]- redjced that t u z: munition ahips shout I be brought in daily
for replerishmen'. In addition to the above, the dispatch stated, in effect,
that (a) ships with 6-ir-h g&ns tnd larger hbd outl ten per cert of their
ammunition remc'i'ng) (b) the FS dentr-)yerd (t-inch) we-e empty of bombard-
mwnt a.-munitibn but still had their service amnunition, and (k,) the screening
destro ear n5-.inc.' were one-third empty.*

"At 1541, L3 x ..recautionar7 measure against possible surprise
pe-'etratiotu by enemy surface force s i ito Leyte Gulf 'rom the east ot west,
he issued instructions p acing ia off,e t immediately Harbor Defense Plan
Nw '"er ONE, wh" 'h presnribed the following:

(a) Bombardment and Fire Support Group (TG 77.2):

\.) Withdraw from the transport and fire support areas and
pro-od tA the southern area of Leyte Gulf;

(2) DurJng darkness be underway and defend the gulf against
the entry of hostile surface forces from either the eastern or southern
entrance of Surigao Strait;

3) Be prepared to sortie from the gulf to attack any enemy
forces that are definitely located; and

(4) Return to respective fire support areas during daylight
ana render close gunfire support on call as directed by CIF's t8 and 79.

(b) Close Covering Group (TG 77.3):

(1) During darkness be underoay and provide close protective
cover in an area approximately two to five miles east and southeast of the
transport areas; and

(2) During daylight be prepared to render close fire support
_ on call.

(c) Northern and Southern Attack Forces (CTF'B 78 aind 79).

(1) Direct transports and landing ships to remain at anchor
during night in the transport areas;

(2) With screening vessels remaining form close protective
screen at anchor or underway around the transport areas, prepared to defend
the transports against enemy air attack by smokc or antiaircraft fire; anti

* CTF 79 Dispatch 210248 October 1944 to CTF 77.
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(3) Continue t3 prov-da &Afimotor Torl)pdo boat, antisubmarine,
• intiaircr-ft protection in respective areas cf r-sponsibitity in accord-
ance, with paragraph 3(x) of CANF SOWESPAC Operation Plan No. 13-44.

(d) Motor Torpedc Boats (TG 70.1).

Motor torpedo t-oats pazs through and clear the above lines
during daylight.-L

ThIS ORDER APPEkRS SOUND IN GENERAL. HOWEVER, THE CONCEPT EX-
PRE, •) IN ECTION (a) (3) ABOVE, WHERE CTG 71.2 WAS DIRECTED TO BE PREPARED
TO SORTIE FROM THE GULF TO ATTACK ANY EEMY FJRCFS THAT WERE DEFINITELY LO-
CATED, DOES NOT APPEAR SOUND. TPIS SFD4S SO BECAUSE ANY JAPANESE "IMPORTANT
FIMENT" COULD BE E"'ECTPIr TC BE COMPOSED, IN PART, OF ONE OR MORN FAST
BATTLESHIPS. SINCE THE SPEED OF THE ALLIED BATTLESHIPS (OBB) WAS, AT THE
PEST, POSSIBLY TWENTY KNOTS, AND LIKELY LESS--THE WEST VIRGINIA HAD BEEN
REDUCED TO SIXTEEN KNOTS (EIGHTEEN KNOTS IN EMER ,ENCI) AND THE SPEED OF
THE FASTER JAPANESE BA'CTIESHIPS WAS PO'3IBLY TWENTY-FIVE KNOTS, DOES IT NOT
SEEM CLEAR THAT ONCE TG 77.2 HAD DEPARItED THE' GJLF IT WOULD AUTOMATICALLY LOSk,
THE ADVANTAGE OF INTERICR POSITION? IN THIS CASE, WOULD IT NOT BE POSSIBLE
FOR THE JAPANESE "IMPORTANT ELEMAENTTI TO EVADE TG 77.2 ENTIRELY, AND TO ENTER
THE GULF WITHOUT MEETING THE OPPOSITION WHICH IT WOULD HAVE MET HAD TG 77.2
REK.AINEFD THERE? IT SHOULD BE STRESSED HERE THAT TG 77.2, UNDER THE ABOVE
DIRECTIVE, BECAME DURING DARKNESS A COVERING RATHER THAN A SUPPORT GROUP. AS
A COVERING GROUP IWITH THE OBJECTIVE OF PREVENTING THE ENTRANCE OF JAANESE
FORCES INTO LEYTE GULF, SUCH A GROUP SHOULD PROPERL1Y BE DEPLOYED (A) NEAR
ENOUGH TO THE TRANSPORT AREAS TO INSUL>. THAT, SHOULD THE ENEMY AT1`EMPT PENE-
TRATION OF THE GULF, INTERCEPTION WAS CERTAIN, AND (B) YET FAR L-J4OUGH AWAY
FOM, THE TRANSPORT AJAFAS TO INSURE THAT SUCH INTERCEPTION WAS MADE AT THE
EARLIEST POSSIBLE MOMENT. WHERE THEN, I.E., IN WHAT LOCATION, COULD THESE
TWO APPARENTLY OPPOSLITE ki'QUIR•M4ENTS BE BEST RESOLVED? WAS IT NOT 4ITHIN THE
GULF NEAR THE ENTRANCK. FOR IfERE (A) INTERCEPTION WAS SURE, AND (B) THE ADVAN-
TAGE OF THE ENEMY'S SUPERIOR SPEED AND FiEEDOM OF ACTION WOULD BE SO SERI-
OUSLY REDUCED AS TO EFFECTIVELY RELUCE HIS COMBAT CAPABILITI,;S? FOR THESE
REASONS, THE CONCEPT OF SOnTIEING FROM THE GULF DURING THE NIGHT TO MEET ANY
ENEMY FORCES DEFINITELY LOCATzD SEEMS UNSOUND.

Perhaps CTF 77 felt that the positioning of CTG 77.3 to the
east and southeast of the transiport areas w)uld i, )equatel protect the trans-
ports.

Meanwhile, he studied the fuel and ammunition situation. He knew
that (a) CTU 77.7.1 would leave Kossol Passage on the 20th with four oilers
(ASHTABULIA, S1,AM(ONIE, "3ARANAC, Cfl(-'ACHIT), two awmanltion shins (MAZAMA,
DURHAM! VICTORY),9** and likely knew that it ws escorted by [JOWEIi.(M),

C IF !T isptci Z10(41 October 1944 to CTF7s 71 and 79, CTG'n 77.2 ard
77.3, info to all TFC's and TGCWs 7TIFLT'.

*' War Diarv WY;T' VItiGINIA, October 21st, 144.
-"* cTru ri.7.1 D)imi!atch 18,2304 October 1944 to- ,i;iJfiV1.', info

)OO7THFLT, CTVF 77, rOM.3fI)`I.T.
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WFITEfIIJR'T, WTtrERT, WIL2I4ARTH and MANNING, andi (b) ,7t' .,7.1 wts to opt'xate
in the southern part of Area ACCIPITEH by D+2 day where it was to be availa-
ble to supply units of TG 77.2 and cither units as required.* He decided that
this plan was unsatisfactory possibly (a) owing to the reed. for gunfire sup-
port from the units of TG 77.2, (b) because such an operation, owing to the
distance (about 165 mile4) of Area ACCIPITER (about 1)0 mils east of Point
FIN) from the transport area, would require the units fueli.-g to be. away from
the gull for as much as one whole day, and (c) because he had information
that Japanese submarines were moving into the waters to the eastward of Leyte
Gulf and felt that TU 77.7.1 would be less vulnerable in the objective area
inside Leyte Gulf to tneyny air and surface raideru than it would b, outside
the gulf to air, surface and submarine raiders. He therefore issued two dis-
patches thereon:

(a) At 1557 he advised all task force and task group comnanders
that (1) at about 0900 D+3 day TJ 77.7.1, containing fuel, water and aurnani-
tion, would anchor Leyte Gulf vicinity 110 -0O'N, about five miles from Leyte
3hore line, (2) prioritf of replenishment was TO's 77ý2, 77.3, 77.5 and 77.6,
and (3) CTU 77.7.1 would c-ordinate and schedule repl, n;shments upon receiv-
ing rmquirements from above group coramanders;**

(b) At 1602 he di.ected CTU 77.7.1 to proceed as indicated in (a)
above and further directed him to cease services at 1700 each day and to
anchor in the area between the Noruern and Southern Transport Areas with
spacing in between ships ot at le, ;t 2000 yards.***

If his reasons for moving TU 77.7.1. into the objective area off
the beaches were those listed above, his decision certainly seems correct for
in the objective area he had much gr,.ater facilities for protecting the ships
of this unit than he had outside. During daylight this included itrnong CAP's
and intense AA fire; during dusk and at night it included smoke. In addition
to the above, the large number of ships within the objective area Would m-ke
it difficult for an attacki •g plane to single out any particular t.p)e of ships
as a target even though oilers are generally easilt distingulshabln.

Shortl! after 1b21 he received a dispatch from CTF 79 wherein he
learned that the close buppor- requicements for TF 79 because of a scarcitv
of t.-rgets could be reduced to 6 VF from the present 16 VF.**' Whether there
was a sirmlfar submission of i nformation from GTF 78 is not known, hut, in the
light of later developments, it seemr prubable that there was.

At 1645, idth his t' Agslhip unit--TLJ 77.1.1 (WA.-ATGN, AMMJhN,
MIJULANY)-he proceeded to clear tne transport area and joined with the fla;ý-
ship unit of COM-00ESPAC--TU 77.1.2 :NASHV1I1LP, ABNEI1 READi, BUuil)-forrning
TG 7, l. He then proceede. for the night to a patrol area in the eastern
portion of Leyte Gulf.m*xmm

* CANF SOWL.PAC Operatlon Plan No. l1-144, Serial O0OPA, Septernbkr 2'th,

1944, Annex K.
** CTF 77 Dispatcn 20')57 0ctob'er 1944 to 61. TFC's 7TIFIT, info CTU

77.7.1, CrI 77.7.-.
T* 'TF 77 Dispatch 210702 Gctober" 19" to CIGU 77.7.1 info CTF's 7r, 711.

*•* (0TF 7-) Visual Dispatch 21071I October 1944 to GTF 77.
t-M** iWar Diary NAShViLLE, October 21st., 1,44.
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Meanwhile, he was still waiting for a reply from CTF 38 relative
to his request that that commander provide a special dusk CAP of eight VF
over the objective area from 1730 to 1900. He was concerned about this
because, as pointed out previously, the lack of such a TCAP might force his
escort carriers into night landings for which they had had little or no
training. THEREFORE, IT WAS WITH INCREASED CONCERN THAT HE RECEIVED AT 1723
A REPLY FROM CG(THIRDFLT EXPRESSING REGRET THAT IT WAS IMPRACTICABLE TO
OCWLT WITH THE ABOVE REQUEST* FOR THE REASONS GIVEN TO O()SOWESPAC IN HIS
210645 WHFMEIN OOATHIRDFLT STATED, IN PART, THAT HIS PRESENT OPERATIONS IN A
STRATEGIC POSITIOA TO MEET THE THREAT OF ENFXY FLEET FORCES WAS SOMEWHAT
fE TRICTED AND REQESTED THAT HE BE RELIEVED AS SOON AS PRACTICABLE FROM ThE
NECESSITY OF COVERING TRANSPORTS AND OTHER VULNERABLE OVERSEAS MOVIMENTS.*

At 1727 he received, as an information addressee, COIKTHIRDFLT's
210645 above referred to.

in the evening, having prepared a summary report of the day's
operations, he, at 1846, sent this summary to COMSOWESPAC. In this dispatch
he stated, anong other things, that:

(a) The KING II operation was continuing according to plan;

(b) Majority of transports unloaded and departing;

(c) Unloading of AK's and LST's was progressing satisfactorily
and that the difficulties encountered at RED Beach had been overcome by the
use of pontoon causeways (from the Southern Attack Force);

(d) There was still some enemy mortar and artillery fire cn REý
Beach from un[lcated sources;

(e) The troops ashore were still making progress with light
casualties;

(f) Bulldozers were working on Tacloban airstrip;

kK) 20-mm gunfire from other ships under smoke cover against
morning air raids consisting of small numbers of enenky planes, mostly singles,
had carsed several casualties in the HONOLULU; corrective measures had been
taken;

(h) A low-flying plane under fire from many ships had crashed
into the forward stack of the AUSTRALIA causing considerable structural damage
and personnel casualties including Commodore Collins and Captain Dechaineu:,
and

(i) The HONGLULU and AUSTRALIA had departed Leyte Gulf under
escort for Manus for repairs.*

* C(X•3RDFLT Dispatch 210713 October 1944 to CTF 77, info COMSOWESPAC,
CTF 38.

-*U (CM3RDFLT Dispatch Z10645 October 1944 to COMSOWFSPAC, into CTF 71.
S**CTF 77 Dispatch 210946 October 1944 to (XMSOP:ESPAC, info COMINCH, CING-

POA, "U3RDFLT, al). TFC's 3RD and 7TH Fleets.
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During the day the weather had cnatinutd -ererally fav,,rable with
sea condi.tions calm to slight with no swell, scatter-d high and low clouds in
the morning with increasing cumulus clouds becoming broken to ove.. cast by
4d-afternoon; showers in the late afternoon; Sentle northeasterly winds ex-
cept for fresh winds in showers; visibility fair to good except before sunrnsy
ano; sunset at which time the visibility was reduced intermittently to zero by
smoke cover.*

At 1923 he learned that a group of h4avies (B-24's) had been
directed to strike Capyan (northern Mindanao), and that this st.1ke wukd
occur between 1115 and 1130 on the following day.** This mas, uf course,
pleasing to him for it was important to protect his southern flank by
neutralizing Kindanao.

At 2010 he received a dispatch to the effect that a B-24. had re-
ported sighting (in the Celebes Sea off the northeast coast of Borneo) at
1115 in Latitude 030-301W, Longitude 118O-4O0E an enemy force consisting of
one battleship, three light cruisers, three destroyers, and six unidentified
ships on course 1700 (T), speed fifteen knots.*** (Plate XXVII).

At 2040 he rec31ved a contact report from CINCPAC reporting the
sighting at 1530 by China-based aircraft of an enemy naval task force in
Formosa Strait, conaistin of one carri.r, three heavy cruisers, and four

destroyers on course 045(T), speed fifteen knots, Latitude 230-10'N, Longi-
tude i17°-501L**** It seems likely thL t he considered this task force to be
the same force reported off Hainan Islan on October 19th as consisting of
one carrier, two cruisers and three dest 1yers.N*I* Certainly, it was possi-
ble for this task force to have reached e second position (off Formosa) for
the distance was but, miles, the time elapsed forty-nine hours.

He now had received two contac. reports on widely separated (1200
miles) Japanese fleet groups, one of which was on a northerly course, the
other on a southerly course and may havc received a third report to the
tLf'.t that a ,_arxe of the FOURTKENTH Air Force st 0240 that day hwd contacted

a naval task force consisting of one CV, one BB, two CL's and three DD's,
cov se unknown, in Latitude 17 0-40'N, Longitude l16o._lOIE.*-*i** None of

i * Actio. k.eport CTG 79.2, Levte Operation, Serial 0032, November 4th,

%.G 5TH Air Force Dispatch 211732/I October 1944 to 310th bomb. Wing,
JOX3RDFLT, CTF's 38, 77, 78, 79, etc.
C.G. 13TH Air Force Dispatch 21.1922/I October 1944 to all interested
c-Amands.

*• * CITVCAC D' ipatch 211037 October 1944 to COM3RDFLT, GTF 77, all TFC's
and TGC's 3RDFLT lReencyphermevt of OMNAVGRPCHINA Dispatch 210930
Octoter 1944 to CINCPAC).

***-0 ^'NCPIC Dispatch 190726 October 1944 to COM3RDFLT, COV7THFLT, 0OMSO-
WKSPAC (Re-ncypherment of COWNAVGRPCHILNA 190558).

011011* AAF Operations from C"-na Bases in Support of the Leyte Caampai•n,
f le.ter from Historical Division, AIr University Library, USAF Air

Unitersity, Maxwell A7B, Alabama to President, Naval War College,
November 8th, 1950.
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these groups were threatening at the moment tnt, i2 true, they gave ±ndica-
tions %.f the movementL in the South C.Ana Sea of ilaer asing numbers af Japa.nese
comtb&ant 'units. T.iUe likely suggested the enemy .apability, indicated by
00-4¶IIRDh4 T two days earlier, of the enemy deploying bis fleet in mall dia-
per,. d groupc ,ear to the Alred 'andi-gs in snch manner th1 t these -roupe
.ould qu.-']k, concentrate for short, fast, unheralded Tokyo EExpress runs.

What -2onsideration he gave to the contact by the TR1GGR tevc ral
days prcv.oum on 4 ht SE0ON= Striking 'or 2e is not known but since he had in-
tel .- ge:*.ie iA..ormatiun ho che effect that thi,.i forcc was probably en route
Nikko he likely inclL'd thi'; 1.rce in his estimati.

At 2042 he learned the+ the CG. TENTH Corns had at 1600 assumed
command ashore. This meant that the Army haw now assumed command over all
operations ashore on the northern beaches.

At 2200 he received a report from CTG 78.3 that echelon L-11 as
planned had departed Leyte Gulf at 0203, despite an air attack itJ dusk the

previous evening and a delay in rendezvous by the .orthern transports.*

At 2236 he received, as an information addresses, a di, ' atch from
CCMTHTRDFLT to COMSOWESPAC, stating that the South China Sea might suddenly
become a critical area, and requesting that conmmander's estimate of the
earliest date on which it would be safe for (a) well-escorted fleet oilers,
and (b) major combatant ships to pass through Surigao Strait and Mindoro
Strait to the South China Sea.**

He likely awaited C?43SOWESPAC's reply to this query with consi-
derable interest for there as little, if any, information available in his
flagship which indicated that a very accurate estimate could be made at this
time.

At 2242 he intercepted a dispatch from CTF 79 to CTM 77.2.2
approving that officer's fueling[ schedule providing two cruisers and two
destroyers were left behind for each attack group.1*0 Although this dispatch
was at variance with his (a) 210641 (Harbor Defense Plan Number ONE) which
called for TG 77.2 to remain inside the gulf at night as a covering force for
the transport areas,*"** anrd (b) 210657 which stated that the fueling group
would anchor off the landing beaches at about 09(0) October 23rd and would
fuel TO 77.2 at that time, **** and his (c) 210702 which directed CTU 77.7.1

to enter Leyte Gulf at daylight October 23rd and anchor between the transport
areas,***** he decided to take no action thereon at present as it was

* CTG 78.3 Dispatch 21-06 0ctob}er1944 tu Ci's 77, 78 and 79.
* CC3RDFLT Dispatch 21(4lO& October 1914 to COUONESPAC; also War Diary

"COI3RDFLT, October 21st, 1944.
** CTF 79 Dispacch 210828 October i944 to CPTU 77.2.2, etc.

*M* GCTF 77 Dispatch 210641 October 1944 to CTF's 78, 79, CT0's 77.2, 77.3.
SG'TF 77 Dispatch 210657 October 19144 to all TFC's 7TU4YT, Info C•U's

77.741 and 77.7.2.
*** (F 77 Dispatch 210702 October 19%4 to GTtU 77.7.1, info rTF's 78, 79.
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possible that CMG 77.2 had not an yet received the &bore dispatches.
Actually, if this wss his assumption, it appears correct for CTF 79 receivedI these, dispatches at 1808', 2,347, anid 1946 respectively.

At 2305 he received, as an information addressee, a dispatC-i fre-i
W VCN~ýAC Ld.. reporing the results of the ciawn

sweeps and first strikes by CTG's 38.2 and 38.3 against the Vizzys* Ho was,
of course, particularly interested in that part of the report referring to
Coron Bay, not only because of the lack of Japanese shipping observed there
but also because this was his first information that ths3 T.'V .L'LT, despi-
his 0442 d')patch*l* thereon as CCMSEVJENT1{FLT to CCOrflIRJ)YT, was making air
strikes below Latitude 120-OO'N. He was probably glad to receive the informs-
tion about Coron P~y because he know that the FIFTH Air Force,, although it had
struck the wsestern Visayas, had not been able to reconnoiter that bay thts day.

At the end of the day he no doubt reviewed tW.. days s events with
satisfaction :or the followeing reasons: (a) the enemy had thus far not taken
any significant action on the ground, in the air, or on i sea against
KING II; (b) the damage wrought -y the enemy's sparse, u~ )ozxctatee~ aid,
desultory iyl attacks against tne objective area this day iAd resulted in
putting out of ak'tion only one ship, the AUSTRALIL; (c) (1) the unloading
-ifficultieD ncountered at the northern beaches had been overcome and the
LST' s were now unloading rapidly accord ing to plan; (2) bry 2400 all. assault
slipping in the Not thern Attack Force had umlraded and depv-rted the objective
area except three cargo vessels and eight. LST's; also remaining in the North-
ern Attack Force were five destroyers and the flagships (BLUF, RIDGE arid
FREMONT) of the attack force and attack group commanders; (3) the army divi-
sion and the corps commander had assumed commiul ashore; (d) (1) at the south-I emn beaches CTF 79 had succeeded in unloading anid retiring fourteen transports
and two LSD's, although all of his LST's still remained-, (2) the assault ship-
ping rex'Aining in the Southern Attack Force then consisted of thirteer. trans-
ports, eight cargo vessels, fiftvy-five LST's, two LSV's, arid 'three LSD's, plus.
fourteen destroyers, and the flagships (MOUNT OL!MPUO,, APPALACHIAN, and ROCKY
MOUYNT) of the attack force and attack group coreiandars.***

*0() ~(3¶WLT Dispatch 210857 October 1944 to CINCPAC, (XIS0W1SPAC, ino
0X"41NCH, 0C47'THFLT, All ?FC's 3RDfFLT.

* C XI4THFLT Dispatch 201942 October 1944 to CC*K3R1WLT, Info OM)SOWESPAC,
C.G. 5TH Air Force, All. TFC's &nd TGC's 3RD and 7TH Fleets, etc.
Action Report CTF 78, leyte Operation, Serial 00)911, November 10th, 1944;
Action Report CTF 79, Seisui-e of Leyte, Serial 0W323, November 13th,
1944; also the following, dispatc~hes: CT? 77 Dispatch 210230; CTF 78
Dispatch 210651; CTF 79 Dimpatches 210538, 211Y742 and 211036;
C?1J 79.14.1 Dispatch 211510, all of Octobeir 1944.
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(1) Operations of C"T? 78 (Northern Attack Force), October 2lst.*

CTF 78, who was also CTM 78.1 in BLUE RIDGE, remained at
anchor in San Pedmo Bay off RED Beach (Plate V) while the unloading of the
AKA's and LST's )ntimaed. All of his transporta (except the FRZKONT, the
flagship of CTM 78- 2) had cuipleted unloading the previous day and had do-
parted for Hollandia and Palau in accordance with his basic movement plan.•
However, his LST's had encountered wiloading difficulties and had not been
able to depa.-t on -day as planned.

This delay, i pointed out under his operations on the previ-
ous day, wea due to (a) the -asllow water off the northern beaches, and (b)
the lack of pontoon causeways and LCT's in TF 78 which had reutricted the wn-
loading of the LST's on RMD Beach. Although a number of pontoon causeways had
anchored off RED Beach at 1815 the preceding day to assist in expediting un-
loadin , as of midnight they hat not been put in place. Therefore, CTF 78,
who (a) a CT 78 wa responsible for all landings on the northern beaches,
and (b) as CTG 78.1 was particularl responsible for the landings on RED
Beach, *a.* directly concerned about the initial bottleneck in unloading here,
which had not aw yet been remedied.

At 0039 he directed the ARIADNE to return to fuel in Area
ACCIPITER with two APD' s.**

At 0606, since he ws in the immediate area, he no doubt
observed an enemy carrier-type bomber crash into the bridge of the AUSTRALIA
causing serious structural damage and a number of personnel casualties.* t4 N
The AUSTRALIA nt this time was operating in Fire Support Area DOG providing
call fire on beach targert in support of the Northern Attack Force. Thus,
to CTF 78, this unfortunate incident signified that one of his gunfire sup-
port cruisers had been put out of action. F rthermore, if it should become
necessary for her to retire from the objective area, he wou.d probably have
to reduce further the number of his combatant vessels by providing one or
more destroyers as escorts.

At 0642 he directed the LANG to proceed to station off Palo
Town. The LANG then lay to in that area awaiting call fire requests.*

At 0900 he lemrnedi that several pontoon causeways had finally
been put in place at RkW Beach, thereby expediting the unloading operations.

* All information here, except an otherwie indicated, obtained from ko-
tion Report CTI 78, Leyt.e Operation, Serial 00911, November 10th, 1944.

1 6CTJF 78 Operation Plan No. 1l1-44, Serial 0008, October 3rd, 1944,
Annex B.
("T? 78 Dispatch 211539 October 1944 to HMS ARIADNE, info CTF 77,
"MY•T{LT.

** War Diary MISSISSIPPI, October 21ot, 1944; also AUSTRALIA Dispatch
20M19 October 1944 to CTF 78, info CTG 77.3.

SWar Diary LANG, October 21st, 1944.
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Thereupwo, he noted that the LST'a either beached and unloaded directly over
the causeways or used LQ('s ar4 LCT's to unload ramp-to-ramp.

ALTHOUGH HE MADE NO OWC)EDT TO THIS EPFECT IN HIS ACTION BE-
PORT AND ACTUALLY INDICATID THAT THE LMIDWG OPERATIONS HAD PROCEEDMD AD-
KIRABLY, IT SMS LIKELY THAT THE DELAY WITH THE PONTOON CAUSEWAYS IN THE
NORTHM AREA, AS WELL AS THE DELAY IN TIE ARRIVAL OF THE LCT'S HDTIONED
UNDER 'OPERATIONS OF CT? 78a OCTOBER 20TH", EPHASIZED TO CTF 78 THE VITAL
M FOR AN AMPHIBIOUS COMMANDER TO HAVE WITHIN HIS DIRECT CON4AND IN THE
OBJECTIVE AREA THOSE ITDMS OF LOGISTIC WIHICH ARE JEUIRED IMIATELY FOR
THE AC IPLISJMWT OF HIS OBJECTIVE. POSSIBLY, IN PART BECAUSE OF THE DIF-
FICULTIJ$ EXPERtnCED HERE BY CTF 78, PRESENT DAY (19575 INSTRUCTIONS ON
LOGISTIL PLANNING PT !IDE THAT (A) SHOULD PONTOON CkUSEWAYS AND BARGES BE
ffMRW, THERE SHALL BE A *PONTOON CAUSEWAY AND BARGE PLAN" ýREPARED BY THE
AMPHIBIOUS TASK FORCE OCOMNDER IN CONSULTATIO WITH THE AMPHIBIOUS TROCOPS
OMLANDER, AND (B) THE PONTOON BARGE AND CAUSEWAYS WILL BE UNDER T1O, CONTROL
OF THE A16 -IBIOUS TASK FORCE CO1eANDER.*

At 0935 he received a report that all LST's of TG 78.2 had
completed discharging their cargoes on WHITE Beach and wree awitir, instrac-
tions. * he decided ' hold these LST's u.itil evening 4nd then sail them
with those SI•',s of TG 78.1 off RED Beach that had completed unloading by
this time. The LST's remaining could then be _ailed with TO 78.6 which was
scheduled to arrive, unload and depart on D+2 day. It was the general prac-
tice to retire all shipping at nightfall so that by daylight it would be well
clear of the objective area and less vulnerable to enemy air attack.

At 1034 he received orders from CTF 77 to assign a mortar
gunboat (LCI-G) from the Panaon Attack Group (TG 78.3) to destroy a small
concentration of enemy troops at Halitbog on Leyte.*** Although the action
he took in this case is not indicated, it is likely that he assigned for this
task one of the LCI-G0 left off Panaon for protection of that area by
CTG 78.3 on his deportlire the previous evening.

At 1448 he learned that CT? 77 had deuided to retire the
damaged HONOLULU and AUSTRALIA to Manus for renairs, and that an Australirn
destroyer from TF 78 was to be designated as one of the escorts.*I** Accord-
ingly, he assigned the WARRAMUNGA to this task.

At 1558, ufter apparently having received favorable unloading
reports from the LST comander at RED Beach (CTU 78.1.4), he (a) ordered

S Amphibious Operations, NW-22, Department. of the Navy, December 1952,
-,kragraphs 1080-1062 inclut'ive, Page 10-12.
Action &xport M, 78.2, Leyte Operation, Serial 0085, November 29th,

SCTO r7 Dispatch 202258 October 1914 to CGTF 78, info CIG 77.4.
-'1,' 77 Dispatct. 10230O October 1944 to CTF's 78 and 79; also Action
Reparti OONCRUDIV NIIE, SI1ire and Occupation of Leyte Island,
SOot•ar 18th - 21st, 1944, 3erial 0091, October 28th, 1944.
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CTU 78.2.4* in LST 466 to form a convoy consisting of nineteen LST's plus
TITANIA, AQUARIUS and escorted by FLETCHER, LA VALLETrE, MURRAY, HARRISON,
and (b) gave them route instructions to depart RED Beach area at 18OO for
Hollandia.**

At 1600 C.G. TENTH Corps assumed command ashore.*** This was
satiafying information for it signified the completion of the amphibious
assault phase of the operation at the northern beaches in so far as he was
concerned, and meant that the beaclhead wAs now deemed secure enough for the
corps comnander to relieve him of the responsibility for the ground offensive.

During the day the armr ashore was constantly supported by
(a) naval gunfire from the various FS units as discusaed under "Operations of
CTU 77.2.1 and CTG 77.3, October 21st", and (b) aircraft as discussed under
"Operations of CTG 77.4, October 21st."

At 1800 he noted that CTU 78.2.4, as convoy commander, had
departed San Pedro Bay for Hoil.,adia in company with certain LST's and AKA's
and escorted by four destroyers, in compliance with his 2lO658.****

With the depa.rture o: these vf isels, there remained off the
northern beaches eight LST's, two AKA's (ARNEB, ELECTRA), one AX (HERCULES),
two flagships (BLUE RIDGE, FREMONT) of CTF 78 and CTG 78.2 and ti- .e destroy-
ers. plus a number of iZS's, LCI's and other smaller craft not scheduled for
retirement. In addition, two destroyers (JOHN RODGERS, ANDERSON) of TF 78
patrolled on station outside the gulf between Suluan Island and the south-
eastern tip of Samar ('1ate VIII).

At 1809 he received CTF 77's dispatch '•4recting that Harbor
Defense Plan Number ONE be placed in effect immediately, which dispatch
ordered (among other items not directly applicable to TF 78 and wh!ch have
oeon cited under the "Operations of CTF 77, October 21st") that he (a) direct
landing ships and transports to remain at anchor during night in the Northern
Transport Area, (b) direct screening vessels remaining to form a closo screen
at anchor or underway around the transport area and be prepared to make smoke
and defend this area against air attack, and (c) continue to provide screen
in accordance with paragraph 3(x) of CANF SOWESPAC Operation Plan No.

Since, in compliance with this paragraph 3(x) (which directed
him to provide antisubmarine, antimotor torpedo boat, and antiaircraft pro-
tection in his area of responsibility (PlateVIII )), he had previously sta-
tioned (a) two destroyers to patrol the seawardi area between Suluan Island

* Captain Richard M. Scruggs, USN.
** CTF 78 Dispatch 210658 October 1944 to CTJ 78.2.4, info CTF's 77 and

79, 'M 78.2, etc.
* - V' •Yor General Franklin C. Seibert, USA.
SWar Diary FLETCHM, October 21st, 1944.
"NON% CTF 77 Dispatch 210641 October 1944 to CTFts 78 and 79, CTG's 77.2 and

77.3, info al1 TFC's and TGC's 7THFLT.
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and the southeastern tip of Saar, (b) a destroyer screen to the south and
southeast of the Northern Transport Area, (c) four LCI(G)'s during darkness
at the southern entrance to San Juanico Strait to intercept any enemy surface
craft that might attempt to penetrate San Pedro Bay via this route, and (d)
six especially equipped LCIOs and numerous other small craft around the trana.-
port area to provide smoke cover,* HE COULD READILY SEE THAT THIS HARBOR
D7=3 PlAh IN NO WAY HANGD A0! OF THE DEfPNS YE MEASURES HE WAS ALREADY
TAKING., ALTHOMM IT DID ALERT HIM TO THE FACT THAT HIS IMMEDIATE SUPERIOR WAS
EXPECTING S(AE SORT OF SURFACE OR AIR HEACTION BY THE JAPANESE, WmO HAD THUS
FAR NOT POW AnT SWRIOUS INTEF CE TO KING II.

At 2013 he informed CTF 77 that the C.G. TENTH Corps had as-
sumed command ashore at 1600.**

At 2151 he (a) directed the HALF MOON to report as to the
earliest possible date she could accommodate three squadrons of navy search
Catalinas, and (b) advised the HALF MOON that CTF 77 had requested Comoander
308th Bomb Wng to call forward navy search 'tt•]inas to arrive on D+3 d&y or
as smi thereafter as practicableo,

At 2200 he received a departure report from CTG 78.3 wherein
that commander stated that he had departed Leyte Gulf at 0203 with Echelor
ONE (eighteen transports aid five destroyers) in accordance with his movement
plan and that he considered that the situation at Panaon at the time he do-
parted ws -tisfact .ry.****

At 2347 he received notice from CTF 77 that TU 77.7.1, con-
ta3ing fuo.L, water and ammmition, wmuld Arrive in Leyte Gulf at about 0900
D+3 day to replenish TG's 77.2, 77.3, 77.5 and -7.6 in that order.***** This
was welcome new for CTG 77.3 and CU 77.2.1 had been and still were providing
gunfire smport, under his overall direction, to the ground offensive at the
northern beaches and had already expended a considerable amount of tneir bos-
bardment anumition.

Nothing of further importance hapened through---'. the reina'n-
der of the day. CTF 78 remained at anchor in San Pedro Bay, while the thload-
ing of his LST1s and AKA's continued during the night, and the necessary FS
was being Narnished by those ships remaining behind for this purpose.

* CTY 78 Operation Plan No. I0-44, Serial 0008, October 3rd, 1944,
Annex X; Action Report CYG 78.2, Leyte Operation, Serial 0085, November29th, 1944; Action Report CTU 78.1.6, Leyte Operation, Serial 0114,

November 5th, 1944.
41* CTF 78 Dispatch 211113 October 1944 to CTF 77.
SCTF 78 Dispatch 211251 October 1944 to HALF MON.
p041 6cm 78.3 Dispatch 2io646 October 1944 to CTF's 77, 78 and 79.
SCTF 77 Dispatch 210-657 October 1944 to all TFC's and TGC's 7THFLT, info

CTUs' 77.7.1 and 77.7ý2.
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CTG 78.1
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(a) Operations of CTG 78.1 (Palo Attack Group), October 21st.

It will be recalled that on the previous day all eight
transports and the three LSD's assigned CTG 78.1 had departed the transport
areas and were now heading for a rendezvous at Point EST with CTG 78.3 for
retirement from the area. Thus, of the larger ships of his comind which
At3I1 roquired unloading, but three remained with him off RED Beach (TITANIA,
HF2CULES, AQUARIUS). However, he still had eleven LST's (26, 168, 171, 181,
452, 456, 458, 459, 462, 463 and 465) to complete wxloading. Therefore, he
realized clearly that his primary objectives on this day were (a) the dis-
charge of the cargoes of the above ships so that the ships might be withdrawn
from the area, and (b) the fire support of the ground troops.

He also realized the importance of employing the pontoon
causeways and LCT's from CTF 79, which had arrived late in the afternoon on
the preceding day. He us concerned at the delay in employing them, but
whether or not he took personal action in order to expedite their employment
is not knowm. Suffice it to say that it was not until about 0900 that several
of them were finally put in place. He observed now that the LST13 either
beached and unloaded over the causeways, or employed LCH's and LCT's to unload
ramp-to-ramp.

Despite the employment of the above pontoon causeways and
LCT's, the untloading at RD Beach was still slow because (a) the left end of
the beach, uhich appeared to have the best gradient, had beei evacuated due
to mortar and sniper fire, (b) the shore party sae unable to move equipment
and stores rapidly from the beach to the dwup areas, and kc) the shifting of
the causeways to compensate for the varying distancea from the beach of the
different LST's often caused abnormal delays of from one to two hours.*

At 1558, since he was CTr 78 as well an CTG 78.1, he knoew
that four of his LST's (26, 168, 452 and 466) and his two AKA's (TITANIA,
AQUAaIU-°}, which had now completed unloading, would be departing %MkD Beach at
1800 for Hollondia in convoy with certain LZT'o from TG 78.2 and escorted by
the destroyers FLETCHiR and LA VALLETTEL, also from TG 78.2, and th- MURRAY and
HARRISON from his own command.**

At 1800 he noted that CTU 78.2.4, with TU 78.2.4, had com-
menced departing RED Beach area for Hlollandia.

With the departur 3 of this convoy he now had eight LST's
(171, 181, 456, 458, 459, 462, 463, 465) an' one cargo ship (HERCIULES) remain-
ing to be unloaded.

In addition, ho had the ,UF,. hID(E (FFF), RUSSSLL (relief
flagship), JOH RODGFRS, LANG (which had on the previous day been relRased
from the retiring TG 78.3--replaced by McKEE--ad reported to MTI 78 for

SAction Reporto Cru 78.1.',, Leyte Operaticns, No Serial, November let, 1944.
SCTF 78 Dispatch 21C.58 October 1944 to C-U 78.2.4, info CTF's 77 and 79,

CMG 78.7, etc.
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duty),, and a number of landing and control craft, which had not been ached-
uled for retiremnt with the D-dy assault echelons.

At 2032 the RUSMI,, having been ordered by CTF 78 to re-
port to CTG 78.2, departed her screening position and at 2224 anchored in FS
area AWZ for M duties with TG 78.2,**

The next day he was scheduled to receive in Reinforcement
Group 0MC (TG 78.6) (due to arrive off RED Bsach at 0800) restpply shipping
consisting of three APA's and fourteen LST's.

(b) Operations of CTG 78.2 (San Ricardo Attack Group),
October 21st.***

CTG 78.2, in tho FRd0MNT, remained at anchor off WHITE
Beach while the unloading of his LSTp and AKA's continued throughout the
night.

At 0708 he commenced unloading cargo from his flagship,
having unloaded the troops embarked therein the day before. The FRMONT had,
in addition to serving as the flagship of CTG 78.2, been combat-loaded with
troops and supplies for the assault landings.****

By 0935 he completed unloading all of his LST's and had
them standby at anchor off WHITE Beach to await further instructions.

At 1A54 he directed four LCI's to patrol off the southern
entrance to San Juanico Strait--anchoring as prescribed-to intercept any
enemy surface craft that might be heading through the strait in accordance
with CTF? 78 Operation Plan No. 101-44.

At about 1628 he received a dispatch from CTF 78 khich
(a) formed TU 78.2.4 consisting of nineteen LST's, the TITANIA and AQUAkWUS,
the FLETCHER, LA VALIETTK, MURRAY, and HARRISON, and (b) directed CTU 78.2.4
to depart at 1800 Zor Hollandia.*

At 1653 his flagship completed discharging &1i cargo.*

At 1800 he noted that his thirteen LST's (18, 66, 67, 68,

202, 2%, 25, 467, 468, 469, 470 474, 475) were departing San Pedro Bay in
company with cortAin LST's (26, 168, 452, 466) and two AKA's (TITANIA,

S War Diary LANG, October 20th, 1944.
** War Diary RUSELL, October 21st, 1944.
**w All information here, except as otherwise indicated, obtain-d from Ac-

tion Report CTO 78.2, Leyte Operation, Serial 0085, hovember 20th, 194i.
* bWr Diary ýMRDONT, October 21st, 194.4

MONK* CTF 79 Plspatch 210658 October 1944 to CTJ 78.2.4, Info OTF's 77, 79,
S~~CT6r 78.2,,+
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AQUARIUS) from TG 78.1, and escorted by the four previously mentioned destroy-
er•,* With the departure of this convoy, he only had two AKA's (ARNEB.,
ELECTRA) left to complete unloading. In addition, he had the FREMONT (FFF)
and ANDERSON (rolief flagship), JENKINS (fighter director destroyer in Radar
Picket Station No. 1) and a number of landing and control craft (LSMts, LCI's
and PCWe), which had not been scheduled for retirement with the D-day assault
ncholc, .

At 1808 he received CTF 77 dispatch 210641 placing in
effect Harbor Defense Plan Number ONE (addressed to him for information), the
contents of which have been discussed under the operations of CTF 77 and CTF
78 this date.

At 2224 he noted that the RUSSELL., which had reported for
FS duties from TG 78,1, had anchored in FS Area ABLE.•*

With the end of the day he was likely greatly pleased that
most of his shipping had unloaded and departed the area fort on the next day,
he we scheduled to receive in Reinforcement Group ONE (TG 78.6) (due to ar-
rive o.f WHITE Beach at 0800) resupply shipping consisting of three APA's, one
AP, one AK, one ARIU, six 1AK, fourteen LST's and twelve LCIsOs.w*

Nothing further of importance happened durirg the remain-
der of the day.

(c) Operations of CTU 71,2j1 (Fire Support Unit NORTH) and

CTG 77.3 (CLose Covering Group), October 21st.

(1) Operations of CTU 77.2.1

CTU 77.2.1, with the MISSISSIPPI, MARYLAND, WEST VIR-
GINIA, was at anchor in FS Area DOG while the destroyers AULICK, CONY and
SIGOURJI were in the imiediate vicinity acting as a screen for the battle-
ships or lying to.

At 0409 he directed the three destroyers to proceed
to FS Area AE for call fires.*

During the early morning the MARYLAND, at 0531, and
the W1ZT VIRGINIA, at 0601, got underwayý--the MARYLAND to better avoid air
attacks, which developed at 0543 and which heavily damaged the AUSTRALIA;H

"* Action Report CTU 78.1.4, Leyts Operation, No Sereal, November let,
1944; also War Diaries FLETCHER ajia LA VALLETTE, October 21st, 1944.
War Diary RU0SE.L, October 21st, 1944.

** TF 78 Operation Plan No. 101-44, Serial 0008, October 3rd, 1944,
Annex B, Action Report CTG 78.6 (Reinforcement Group CNE), Leyte
Island, Philippines, Octobor 16th - Z?th, 1944, Sertal 0154, October
31st, 1944.

SU Dock Log SIGOURXIET, October 21nt, 1944.
**4i* War Diarier (OIBA'fDIV THREE Uarl VIRGINIA, October 2_1st, 1944.
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the W&ST VIRGINTA to proceed to FS Area ABLE where, with the three destroyers,
she was to standby for call fires.*

At 0632 the AULICK fired one salvo but the visibility
then lowered due to fog and she ceased firing.

At 0642, while the WEST VIRGINIA was en route to her
fire support station, she grounded, damaging three of her four propellers and
thereby reducing her dustained speed to sixteen knots and her emergency speed
to eighteen knots. The commanding officer promptly advised CTF 77, CTG 77.2
and other interested commands of this unhappy damage.** The MAMYAD at 0713
anchored in FS Area DOG. During this time the MISSISSIPPI remained generally
at anchor. None of the battleships were called upon for call fire and their
sole participation at this time consisted of providing &potting planes for the
three destroyers.

Between 0840 and 0910 the three destroyers above men-
tioned anchored in FS Area ABLEM** and at 11ii the WEST VIRGINIA also an-
chored in this area.

At 1430 CTU 77.2.1 learned that the damaged HONOLULU
and AUSTRALIA, escorted by the WARRAOUNGA and RICHARD P. LEARY, were depart-
ing the area.** At 1530 he directed the MISSISSIPPI and MARYLAND to shift
anchorage to berths more removed from Leyte Island. These two battleships
then shifted anchorage as ordered ard re-anchored at 1615.,**

The WEST VIRGINIA and the th-ee destroyerr remained
in FS Area ABLE throughout the day awaiting call fires. They fired call fire
missions as follows: W&ST VI14ZINIA, none; CONY, from 1027 to 1035; AULICK,
from 1653 to 1707 and from 1710 to 1743; SIGOURNEY, from 0952 to 1130.**-*

At approximately 1847 the units of TG 77.2.1 received
CTF 77's dispatch 210641 (quoted in full under "Operations of CTF 77, October
21st"), Harbor Defense Plan Number ONE. As a result of this, and of instrie-
tions from CTG 77.2 and CTU 77.2.1, the entire unit by 2155 had got under-
way.** After clearing San Pedro Bay and after forming at 2216 a cruising
disposition with the battleships in column and the destroyers ahead as a
screen, CTU 77.2.1 commenced maneuvering to the eastward of the transport
areas in order to cover the amphibious urAtti against enemy surface raids,****
and to rejoin CTG 77.2 should that commancter require his assistance.

* War Diaries OXMHATDIV 3 and I'VT ViGNIA, Octohe- 21st, 1944.
** 'r Diary Cc1BATDIV 3, Octohber 21st, 1944.
•* Peck Logs AULIM, CONY, and S1OMUE-T, October 215t, 1944.
*4 Deck Logs *Eý3T IR(,INIA, (X)NT, AULICK, &rdi 5C1GOUNET, Octouer a-st,

19+4.4
,**** Deck Log MARYLAND, October 219t, 1944.
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Octobe 219t. (2) Operations of 071 77.3 (Glloae Covet-Ing Group),October 21st.

It will be recall( I that this group was at anchor or
lying to in P-0 Areas AB~r,, CHARLIL, ard DOG, providing close fire support for
ground forces and neutralivatlon -ff shoz batteries as required by CflF 78's

operation plan. Its -%paratior.nz for this day consisted, in general, of call
fire and neutrallsati-i fire much the s..me _.3 on the previous day with the
exception that there were no scheduled bombardments.

The f ret air raid of the dar developed about 0600 at
which time CTG 77.3 obsery I an enemy plane, which had been hit by antiair-
craft gunfire, crash into the superstructure of the AUSTRALIA, a unit of his
group, causing serio..s damage and casualties.*

Later he learned that (a) as a consequence of this
damage, the AUSTRALTA, oscorted by the WARRAMUNGA, was to depart the objective
'rea that day 'In company with the HONOL.LU and the R.P. LEARY, and (b) the
four ships were to compose TG 706.**

At 1339 he observed the above two ships get underwny
with the otiher ships of TG 70.6 and head for Manus.**

Later in the afternoon he learned that the MURRAY,
which had be-n with his command since entry into Leyte Gulf, nad been directed
by CTF 78 to report for d'ty witt TU 78.2.4 (LST convoy returning to Hollandia
from Leyte GuCf at 1800).-**

Sometime before 19846 he received (a) CTF 77's Harbor
Defen3e Plan Nuuber ONE (In this plan he waz directed -'.o (i) be underway dur-
ing darkness, (2) provide c0ose protective cover in the area approximately two
to five railes east and southeast of the transport areas, and (3) be prepared
to render close fire support during daylight on call)4,**M and (b) word that
those destroyers providing FS missions would be relieved by destroyers from
STF 78.*'1*** (Thlti latter relief was effected at dusk but only after consid-
erable :onfusion, due possiibliy to the nwuarous ships in the area and the die-
ficulty of I )cating mnother.)

* W Di ry F.IOEND(, Oc.ober 21st, 1944.
** (TF 77 Dispatch '2OZO October 1944 to CTF's 78, 79, info all TFC'n

71I1ULT, all TFC1 3RDFLT, all TGC's 7THFLT, CN4DEiZRON 56, etc.; also
Action Report "CRCUIIV 9, Seizure and Occupation of Leyte Island,
October 1Sth - 21st, 1941, Serial 0W91, October 28th, 1944.

~** Action Report MURRAY, Leyte Operation Serial 0223, October 27th,
1944; also CTF /13 Dispatch 210658 October 1944 to MT, 78.2.4, info
CTF's 7, 79, CGT 78.2, MURAY.

**** CTF 77 Dispatch 210I641 October 1944 to GTF's 78 and 79, CTG's 77.2
and ?1.3, Info all TIFC's azv' I ;'s 7THFLT.

* Action Report CT,! 7.3, -.vte Ope- tions, 5erlJ 0359, November 3Ird,
1944.
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%"Moer thAt 1846, in accordance with the above order,, he got
underway Ath the ?HOENIX, BOISE, SHROPSHIRE, BALE, HUTCHINS, DALY, KILLEN,
BACHE, and ARUNTA,* and, at 2130, having arrived on station, commaeced patrol-
ling.** As of 2400 the patrol had been uneventful.

(d) Operations of CTG 78.3 (Panaon Attack Group),
October 21st.

It will be recalled that CfPG 78.3, in the HUGHES, wVtn the
_#MNC9ORA, KANIMBLA, WESTRALIA, RINGGOLD, SIGSB, SCHROEDER suid DASHFELT,, was
awaiting tht arrival of tranapoi-ts from RED and WHITE Beaches htich had been
delayed in rendezvousing.,**

At 0100 these transports, consisting of the LMN0D WOOD,
PIERCE, JAMES O'AHRA, LA SAI.E, HARRIS, BARNSTABLE, WkRALD OF THE MORNING,
1FAYEMTE, LENDSTOWN, DUPAGE, FXZLLER, EIXORE, WAYNE and J010 LAND rendesvcu~t
with him and all units in colum then proceeded through the swept charanel and
headed for the entrance to the gulf.*9**

At 0203 they commenced passing through the mntrance to
Leyte Gulf***** at which time CTG 78.3 headed for Hul.andia, although eight of
his transports wre several days ]Ater to ltave the fo..maxion at Point ART for
Kossol Passage.***

It, was not until 0500 that C%' 78.3 formed ciuising dis-
position.,****

It was not until 1546 that lie mado P reporot of his derar-
ture. In this dispatch he stated that (a) tha situation ashoro at Panaon was
satisfactory, (b) an ail attack at dusk the previ•oý evening had been repulsed
by AA gunfire as the transpor";s and scr-en were leaving, ana (c) although the
northern transports had been delayed in Arri.vng at the rendezvous, the first
Leyte echelon had departed as schedulee.c' -

In view of the fact that thi-s colmnaind no 1iogcr partlci-
pated in the KING II operations, it w1l1 be drrnned at thisd pint from further
discussion, although, since all ret~irmng proupi mro dhuriig ýhle tsime, to be
covered by OMTHIRDIfT, the fact thiat they re e$iriýg cannot be dropped
frromr the mL•d of that commander.

•!* Dec•. Log BOISE, Oct:.A|cr ?i~t, 1944.

War Diary PHlOEN•X•, Octob "••t, 194'.
" "* Action Report CTU 78.!.,:' (COCTRPN'iV 24), .. y'ý.n Aý-,zult, Saelial 020),

October '.,hth, 1944.
"War Diarn, PjGRJ', Octotar 21.at. 1104,

*-* 7t C,.¶1 78.1 Dispatch 21(•Y,,46 October 1.9*4, tk iTF's 7", 78 vul 79.



CTG'u 78.6, 78.7 and 78.8
coW• •~AL. October 21st

(e) Operations of CTG's 78.6 (Reinforceent Group ONE), 78.7
(Re0nforcQIent Group TWO), 78.8 (Reinforcement Group THREE), October 21st.*

(1) Operations of CTG#s 78.6 and 78.7, October 21st.

At the beginning of the day CTG's 78.6 and 78,7 (Re-
inforcement Groups ONE and TWO) were respectively 185 and 645 miles, bearing
1t20(T) and 1200 (T) from the entrance to Leyte Gulf, proceeding via routes
ALBATROSS and SHEARWATER to the objective area at nine knots SOA in accord-
ance with the movement schedule,

At 1600 CTG 78.6, when he was bearing 114 0 (T), die-
tant fifty-eight miles from the entrance to the gulf, formed approach dis-
position for entering Leyte Gulf, and at dusk (1827) he detached CTU 77.4.24
(KADASHAN BAY, OI4ANE7 BAY, PICHARD W. SUESENS and AB&RCRC•BIK) to proceed
independently to join 'TU 77.4.2.**

At 2323 the SAN PEDRO, which had bean detached at
0200 the previous day to escort four merchant ships from TG 78.7 to Kossol
Passage, rejoined, having completed her escort mission.***

At 2350 CTO 78.6 entered Leyte Gulf.*-,*

Nothing further of importance occurred this day and
at midnight CTG 78.7 ws bearing 114 0 (T), distant 440 miles Aorom Leyte Gulf.

(2) Operations of CTG 78.8, October 21st.

CTG 78.8 (Reinforcement Group THREE) was at Hollandia
where he was completing preparations to depart for Leyte at 0700, October
23rd.*****

S* Action Repor-t CG 78.6 i;-Joiorceement Group i)', Leyt Island Opera-

tion, October 16th -. 27th, 1944, Serial 0154, October 31st, 1944;
Action Report CTG 78,7, Central Philippines Operation, Serial 0176,
November 10th, 1944; Action Report CTG 78.8 (CCM,-ORTDIV 29)
(Reinforcement Group 3), Central Philippines Operation, October 23rd -
November 3rd, 194, Serial 071, November 16th, 194-4.
Action LEport KADASHAN BAY, Leyte Island, Serial 066, October 31st,

*** i~War Iiary SAN PEiDHO, October 21st, 1944.
• *** War Dia y CRESCS3GNT CITY, October 21st 1944.
•**** Action heport C*G 78.8 (COM(YHICTDV 29) (Heinforeim~nt Gr'oup 3),

0Ceitra] Phi-lpplne Operation, October 23rd - November 3rd, 1944,I Serial 071, Noveimbor 16th, 144.
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(2) Operations of CT? 79 (Southorn Attack Yore*). October 21st.*

CTF 79, in MOUT OLYMPUS, rmined at anchor in the Southern
Transport Axe. while the unloading of his assault shipping at the southern
beaches oontinumd throughout the night. HE HAD DECIDED CORRECTLT THE PREVIOUS
AFTWIOO XOT TO RETIRZ HIS SHIPPING AT DARK IN ORDER TO REDUCE ITS VULKERA-
BILIZT TO RIGHT VND4 AIR ATTACK EMIT, I)TAD, TO RW(AIN AT THE BEACH AREA
UNDER 3ME OOVER AND PUSH U ADING TO THE UTMOST TO INSURE THE EARLIEST HE-
TIRII OF HIS TRANSPORTS AND lSTrS 1M THE OBJECTIVE AREA. EMPHASIS WAS
PLACED ON TIE SPEEDY UILOADINU AND WITHDRAWAL OF THE TRANSPORTS.

At 01835 he recomended to CTF 77 that the dai ged HONOLtLU
proceed that evening to Kams for docking, stopping at K[usl Passage en route
for fuel and water** This recommendation is quoted in full and coemented on
under "Operations of CTF 77, October 21st".

At 0940, since the motor torpedo boats were to take over
patrol of the lower strait, he ordered CTG 79,11 to ithdraw (at 1500) the
screen from Screeni.n Stations T MENTY-SEVEN to THIRTY-ONE, inclusive (in
lower Surigao Strait), anid to return to Screening Stations THREE to SEVEN,
inclusive.***

At 0951 he directed CTG 79.11.2 to designate five ships for
interchange with FS group.,***

At 1022 he recommended to CTF 77 that the escort for the
HOMOULU a&d AUSTraLIA include the i.2ESOX, RATHBURNM and GEORGE E. BADGER,
all carrying UDT needing early return.*****

At 1112 he made a situation report as of 1000 to CTF 77. This
report has already been cited under "Operations of CTF 77, October 21st"t**4**

At 1130 he received a reply (to his 210051) to the effect that
the TWIGGS, KALLIGAN, IAUDEX, ISHERWOOD and CHARLES J. BADGER were desig-
nated .*****

At 1140 he received a mecsage from CTG 79.1, that, based on
the rate of consumption the previous night, the smoke miunitons and fog oil
remaining on hand would barely be enough for one more night.******** As a

* All information here, except as otherwise indicated, obtained frot
Actimo Report CTM 79, Seizure of Leyte, Serial 00323, November 13th,
1944.

** CTF 79 Dispatch 202335 October 1944 to CTF 77.
CTF 79 Dispatch 210040 October 1944 to CTG 79.11, info CTF 77,
OTO 70.1.
CTF 79 Visual D1ispatch 21(X)51 October 1944 to CTU 79.11. 2.

SCTP 79 Dispatch 210122 October 1944 to CTF 77.
* CTF 79 Dispatch 2102-12 October 1944 to CTF 77.

I • CJTU 79.11.2 Voice Radio Message 210230 October 1944 to CI'F 79.
* MCT 79.1 Visual Dispatch 210216 October 1944 to CTF 79,.I285 .Afl h
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reasut, amk. cover ms restricted to dam and dunk (the moot Likely periods
of aneW air attack) and to toaee times when meal planes werv reported ap.
preaching the area, rather than maitained continuously throughout the nlght.*

This wme a considerable reduction from the previous evening
(D1.ay) whem (a) smoking had been continu•us from 1815 urntil 2042,, meept for
one pause of about twenty mintes, and (h) smoking for the remainder of the
Uight had boen made for the first twenty minutes of every hour in order to
maintain a emoke curtain over the Southern Transport Area.*

At 1148 he becaae gravely concerned that his sapply of boa-
bardment amition night become exhausted, He so advised CTF 77, The de-
tails of the dispatch have been given under U•perations of CTF 77, October
21st.

At 1150 he received a visual query from CTU 77.2.2 concerning
the responsibility for aessiing call fire ships to the attack groups of TF
79. In thIs dispae CTU 77.2.2 otated, in part, that it was his understand-
Ing that after D-day, he (CTU 77.2.2) would assign them.***

At 1217 he was no doubt pleased to learn that CTG 79.1 had
taken action to retain in the objective area all available smoke minitions
and fog oil.,**

At 1239 he intercepted CTG'77.4's dirpatch to CT? 77 recome-
merxing, in part, that TG 77.4 be authorisSd to wake morning &Md afternoon
sweeps in force over the western Viuayas and northern Xindanao in order to
reduce the frequency of the harassing raido.*

At 1438 he issued retirement and roulving instructions for
.TO 79.14.1 (a) to be formed from transports to be designated later depending
on the progreen of unloading, (b) to be escorted by OWEDZSDIV NIMETr-SIX (in
BLACK) with WALKER, ABBOT, GANSEVOORT, BRAINE, SANDS, MANLEY, TALBOT, OLDS-
BOROUGH, KANE, (a) to depart the Southern Transport Area at 1800 (d) to re-
port to CTG 78.5 at Point NEI for routing through A-'ea SWEEP, (*) th~on to pro-
ceed- to Hollandia.*

At 1439 he directed CTU 79.11.2 to station tW 1730 the follow-
ing destroyers as a night screen around the transports and LST's: PICKING,
SPROSTON, McDONOUGH, STEMBLE, LUCE, BRYANT, BENNION, NEWCOPMW, ERBEN, HEYWOOD
L. EDWARDS, |ALF0D, LELTZE, ami WRLLES. '

* Action Report CTF 79, Seizure of Leyte, Serial 00323, November 13th,
1944.

**• CTF 79 Dispatch 2102,48 October 1941" to CT? 77.
* CTU 77.2.2 Voice Rsadio Message 210010 October 1944 to GTF 7'9.
"• C'TG 79.1 Visual Dispatch 210218 Octolbr 1944 to Cr.,, 79.3, inro CTF 79.

5*** CG 77.4 Dispatch 210122 October 1944 to CTF 77.
*0*0*. CTF 79 Dijoatch 210538 October 19•k to CTGIs 79.1 and 79.2,

aajDESDIV 96, info crGs 79.3, 79.4, 77.6, etc.
"~*** CTF 79 Visual Dispatch 2)L2y39 Octobs- 19.4 to CTU 79.11.2.
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At 1448 be received a dispatch from CTF 77 retiring the
4am&gM d HONOL and AUSTRALIA, when ready for sea that evening, to Harma
for repairs, and directing him (CTF 79) to designate one destroyer from
DISRON FIFIT-SIX and CTF 78 to detail an Australian destroyer as escort,*
Imadiately after this, he learned that C"IJ 77.2.2 had designated the
RICHARD P. LfARY.**

At 1500 the destroyers (NEVIN, MGOWAN, RNf, X0NS(&., and
MDERUP) in Screening Stations Nos. 27, 28, 29, 30 and 31, respectively, in
lover Surigao Strait, couanced withdrawing to Screening Stations ios, P, 40
5, 6, and 7*4* (Plate VIII).

At 1611 he received a dispatch from CTU 77.2.2 (a) stating
that thre. battleships and fifteen destroyers had but forty to sixty per sent
fuel on board, and (b) recomending a fueling schedule for the following day
which embraced fueling many of the ships in Area ACCIPITER.%N%* He commenced
studying this plan,

At 1613 he replied (by TBS voice radio) to CTU 77.2.2'a
210010. In his reply h, accepted, in general, CTU 77.2.2's interpretationof the basic order,***** wzi (a) advised him, in part, that (1) the RICHARD

P. LEAW, ALBERT W. GRANT, THORN, aIA•rON, ROBINSON, and CHAR•?S J. BADGER
would report to him for screen that night, and (2) ISHE1OWD, CHAUNCEr, and
HARADU would report to CTG 79.1 and TWIGGS, KIDD, and RALLIGAN to CTG 79,2,
(b) directed him to assign one battleship and oni light or heavy cruiser to
TO 79.1 and also to TO 79.2) (c) advised him that Lhe reminder of the fire
support ships would operate ,uder him, and (d) cancellad the harassing mis-.
sion for that night.***"**

Ai. 1621, having studied CTG 77.4's recowmendations that
TG 77.4 be permitted to make sweeps over the western Visayas and northern
Mindanao, ****** he advised CTF 77 that he concurred and reccmeended that,
in view of the s"arcity of profitable targets, his close support could be
reduced from sixteen 'IF to six VFb,***-H***

At 1642, based on reports of unloadirg progress, he desig-
nated thirteen transporte (LAMAR, J.F. BELL, GOLDEN C.7T, KNOX, CALVERT,
CUSTER, ALPINE, HEYK)OD, FXLAND, BOLIVAR, DOYEN, MONROVIA, WAR HAWK), two
LSD's (LIIDERIWALD, ASHLAND), and, if ready for sea, two additional transports

CTF 77 Dispatch 210230 October 1944 to CTF'a 78, 79, info COWESR"
56; also Action Report COCmCRUDIV 9, Seizu.*e and Occupation of Leyte
Islorn, October l8th-21st, 1944, Serial 009], October 28th, 1944.

*S War Dibry RICHA1" P. LEARY, October 21st, 1944.I War Diary (TG 79.11 (COIMDFSRON 54), October 1944.
CTU 77.2.2 Visual Dispatch 210540 October 19 to tT? 79.

****�* TF 79 Operation Flian No, A30(4-", no serial, October 2nd, 19%4,
* iv~nnex D, Paragraph 13.

*5*• 6CTF 79 Voice Radio Message 210713 October 1944 to CTU 77.2.2.
: ' CTG 77.4 Dispatch 210122 October 1944 to CTF 77.
S4 *CTF 79 V'isual Dispatch 210721 October 1944 to CTF 77.
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(inm(c• WNsT , SH AJ),* to form TU 79.14.1 under c dmmm of Captain
Flanamnm** in the BOLIVAR, and to retirs from the objective area at 1800 in
company with the ten excorta previously designated by his di"atch 210538.

At 1649 be received a visual dispatch from CTt¶ 79,11.2 report-
Ing that his screm around the transports and LS'. ws oemposed of the fol-
lowing destroyer types stationed clockwise: EKIAP, RATHBVUM, BFMAMT,
tUILES, LWTZE, HMLF0Mi, NMION, S SPTOI, PICXIG, GDSBOROUGH, MifOIXD L.
DWAI-D, OV TON, McD(M0 , ERMI, STSMMU. and ND=.***

At 1725 he received a recomendation from CTG 79.2 that a
constant dayligbt patrol br support aircraft be maintained over CatmaHill
to neutralize harassing fire from onm mortar batteries in this area against
ORA*R and MM Beaches, which was causing some casualties and interrupting
u&I oading operations.~*

At 1728, feeling the urgency for fueling the ships of
2TU 77.2.2 mn realising that TU 77.,71 could be expected to be in Area
AC(LPrRf oi D+2 day since that was provided for in the basic plan, he noti-
fled CTU 7•.2.2***• that that commander's fueling schedule ws approved pro-
viding not loss than two cruisers and two destroyers, the latter with the
maxi amount of ammunition, were left in the objective area for TGs 7 .1
and 79.2.

At 1808 he received CTF 77's dispatch placing in effect In-
zediately Harbor Defense Plan Number ONE, the full contents of which have
been cited under the 0Operations of CTF 77, October 2.lst'.*H* This plan
directed him to (a) keep his transports and landing ships at anchor during
night in the Southern Transport Area, (b) form a close screen at anchor or
underway arvand the Southern Transport Area with screening vessels remaining
(i.e., those destroyers not withdrawing at might with TU 77.2.2 or assigned
to patrol etatious at tl.e eastern entrance to Leyte Gulf or southern Surigao
Strait), prepared to make moke and defend the area against air attack, and
(c) continue to provide antisubmarine, antimotor torpedo boat and antiair-
craft protection in own area nf respxnsibility (Plate VIII).

Since he had previously -esued instractions for his trans-
ports and landing craft to remain at anchor during the night and had provided
a close screen with smoke and antiaircraft protection, this plan in no way
changed his basic plans. In addit,'on to thn requirements of this plan, he

*rCTF 79 Dispatch 210742 October 1944 to CTG's 79.3, 79.4, info CCI-
DESRO 96, etc.
Captain Hewny C. Flanagan, U.S. Navy.
CTU 79.11.2 Visual Dispatch 210715 October 1944 to CT? 79.

S- CTG 79.2 Dispatch 210726 October 1944 to GTF 79.
**•*0 CTF 79 Dispatch 210828 October 1944 to 0TU 77.2.2, info CTG1' 79.1

and 79.2.
****~ CTF 77 Dispatch 210641 October 1944 to CMf's 78, 79, CTG's 77.2 and

77.3, info all TFC's and TGC's 7THWLT.
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had stationed two dewtroayrv •cNAIR, HUMTZ) in tin eastern entrance to Leyte
Self to the seaward of the enm minefield between Homonhon Island and Deso-
lation Point, and five destroyers (MELVIN, X*GOWAN, RDfIE, NOW=, HaDEMUT)
in Sarigso Strait an an east-vast line betwen the northerm tip of Divagat
Island and Leyte* The plan, bovmver, did man that he could no longer depnd
an the g0fire suport ships of TU 77.2.2 to provWde night harassing and call
fire since these ships would henceforth have to withdraw from their respeo-
tive fire support areas to operate at night in the southern area of Leyte WIlZ.
On the other hand, the plan directed that CTG 77,3 provide during darkness
additional close protective cover approximtely two to five miles east and
southeast of the trensport areas.

During this day he we canerned over the best defense against
the Japanese low-fjLing planes viuilar to those which had hit the AUSTRALIA
and H(•ULU. He had received a recn dation earlier in the day from CTG
79,1 that a division of fighters be stationed off shore near own transport
area in order to utilise advantages of visual and other fighter directions.*
He studied this rocumnidation and at 1858 rejected it saying that he (a)
thought it was too close for effective interception, (b) thought it prefera-
ble to have a TCAP stationed at low oknd varying altitudes across the est
probable routes of appro•ch of the Japanese planes, and (c) was so stationing
the TCAP.**

At 1927 he directed the RAT'BURME, CLMSON, and GEORM S.
BADGE to proceed toward Point TED pending receipt of rendesvous from O(MI-
CMIDtV N•IN..* Since the TALBOT, PWLE, GOLDSBORWGH, KANE and SDS had
been directed to depart with CTU 79.14.1, he now had only four (BROOKS,
BELENAP, OVLION, HUHPHMS) of the twelve APD's which had originally arrived
with CTG 77.2. Two of these APD's (BCNAP and OVERTO) were operating with
CTU 79.11,2 and the other two were anchored off Dulag.

At 1946 he should have learned, as an information addressee
that TU 77.7.1 would arrive off Leyte anchorage on D+3 day and thereafter
would be available fc-r fueling his units until 1700 each day.mum" However,
although this dispatch vas within the MPKUT OLYMPUS, it seems clear from the
dispatch he sent at 2300 that, for some unexplained reason, he had not
received it.

At 2052 he learned, from C.G. SIXTH Army, that CO"SOWESPAC
was to visit tUe area of the TVITAD-FOURTH Corps on the following day.NNNNN

*• CTG 79.1 Visual DIspatch 210438 October 1944 to CTF 79, info "rG 79.2.
CT? 79 Visual Dispatch 210958 October 1944 to CTG 79.1.

S* CTr 79 Dispatch 211027 October 194 to HATHEURNE, CLEMSON and GEORGE
E. BADGeR.

*** CTF 77 Dinpatch 210702 October 1944 to CTU 77.7.1, into CTF's 78, 79.
Se C.G. 6TH Army Dispatch 211006 October 1944 to CTF 79, who ws to pass

it to C.G. 24TH Corps.
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At 2055 he dircted CTM 77,2.2 to leave four destroyers in 7S
area and then to comply with CT? 77'. Harbor Defense Plan Number ONE.*

1Y 2100, aince he we nearby, he knew that TU 79.14.1, con-
sisting of fourteen transports, two LSD's and ten escorts, had been formed as
he had directed and was departing Leyte Oulf for Hollandia.*W The composi-
tion of this task unit ms exactly that ordered by CTF 79 at 1642 plus the
transport 03&'T, loss the two transports FREDERICK FUNSTON and SHERIDAN which
mre not ready for sea.***

With the departure of the above convoy CTF 79 had remaining
at the southern beaches, exclusive of the three AGC's, the following units of
assault shipping yet to be- withdrawn: thirteen transports (CAVALIER, GEORM
CLYMER, STARLIGCT, PRESIDENT HATES, RI=EY (APH), *** CLAY, ARTHUR MIDDLETON,
BArTU, BID•DL, CEORGE F. ELLIOTT, CAMBRIA, FREDERICK FUNSTON, SHERIDAN),
eight cargo vessels (THUBAN, ALSHAIN, .ERCJRY, CAPRICORNUS, ALCYONE, ALHAACK,
GHARA, AtRIGA), two LSV's (MONITOR, CATSKILL), three LSD's (CASA GRANDE,
V SLE GROVE, RUSHMORE), and all fifty-five LST's which had arrived originally-
a sisable number of targets for enemy surface or air attack. Neverthel.a,
considerable progress had been made in unloading. Al1 the assault troops,
except the SIXTH Army Floating Reserve (381st Regimental Gomhut Team) had
been landed and the assault tonnage of supplies and equipment unloaded had
more than quadrupled that discharged the previous day (26,749 s/t vs 6,314
sit).

At 2300 he decided that it was unwise to move the ships of
TU 77.2.2 out of the gulf for, at this time, -'fdrring ý' GTF 771s 21,0641
(Harbor Defense Plan Number ONE), he (a) recouwunded to CTF P'7 that the
oilers be ordered into the objective area off the beaches, and 1b) cancelled
his authorization to CTU 77.2.2 to fuel in Area ACCIPITER on ths, following
day.***** While he did not give any reason for this decision, ax-ept the
reference to the Harbor Defense Plan, it seems clear that, since L'U 77.2.2's
fueling plan would require most of the heavy ships to be out of the :ilf on
the night of October 22nd and would practically cancel that portion of tne
Harbor Defense Plan which related to TU 77.2.2, the Harbor Defense Plan was
his motivation.

* Action Report CTG 77.2 (CC3CRUDIV 4), Bombardment and Capture of Leyte
Island, Philippine Islands, October 16t.h - 24th, 1944, Serial 00147,
November 5th, 194.
CTU 79.14.1 (COCTRANSDIV 28) Dimpatch 211/10 October 1944 to all
TFC's 7THFLT, CTG's 79.1, 79.2, etc.; also War Diary SANDS, October
21st, 1944.

• * CICI 79.14.1 ((XMTRANSDIV 28) Dispatch 21142O October 1944 to all
TFC's 7THFLT, CTG's 79.1, 79.2, etc.; also War Diary FRMDERICK
FINSTON, October 21st, 1944.

SRIXET ws APH-3 and as such was employed as a transport en route to
Leyte and as a hospital ship on retirement.

* CTF 79 Dispatch 211400 October 1944 to CTF 77.
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At 2347 he received CTF 77's dispatch which (a) advised all
oammnds that TU 77.7.1 would anchor in Leyte Gulf about five miles off the
shore line about 0900 D+3 day, and (b) gave instructions concerning the re-
plenishment.* From this dispatch he could see that the arrival of replenish-
ment anounition would be one day later than he had rewanded,** and that
he would now have to use what little remained rather sparingly.

Since, under the basic instructions, the local landing force
(army' division) commanders, having assumed command ashore, were expected to
report to the attack force commander for duty, it seems correct to say that
this had been done. Therefore, by the end of the day he (CTF 79) undoubtedly
knew that the O.G.'s of the SEVENTH and NINETY-SIXTY Infantzy Divisions had
assumed comm.an of their respective divisions ashore.

This action signified that these division commanders had con-
sidered that their troops, supplies and equipment had been established firmly
enough ashore for them to assume full responsibility for further operations
ashore.

Also, he likely learned that Dulag airstrip had been captured
by the 184th Infantry.***

(a) Operations of CTG 79.1 (Attack Group ABLE), October
21st.****

CTG 79.1, in APPALACHIAN, remained off YELLOW and VIOLET
Beaches while the unloading of his assault shipping continued on a twenty-
four hour basis with all possible speed, although the necessity to replenish
the smoke screen over the transport area the first twenty minutes of each hour
until the CAP had arrived on station (at 0622) naturally hampered the un]oad-
ing. During these twenty-minute suioking periods the visibility was prac-
tically reduced to zero and made navigation between the transport area and
the beaches difficult.

At 0447 he received word from the shore party that they
could handle cargo faster than it was being delivered to the beach. As a
result four additional LST's were beached at VIOLET Beach.

At 0800 he landed the SECOND Battalion of the 'EVFNTKENTH
Infantry Regiment (T6ENTY-FOURTH Corps Reserve HCT). The other tw battalions
had been landed the day before.

* CTF 77 Dispatch 210657 October 1944 to all TFC's 7THFLT.
** CTF 79 Dispatch 210248 October 1944 to CTF 77.
-- • b� TH U.S. AiWm, Report of Leyte Operation, October 17th - December 25th,

1944, Page 39.
All information here, except as otherwise Iridicited, obtaýined fr>ro
"Action Report CTG 79.1, Participation in Anphibif4 Opperations for

the Capture of Leyte, Serihl 00454, October 26th, 1944.
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At 0845 he likely observed two enes' planes fly low at
high sueed over the transport area and drop two boubi near the CUSTER with
negligible results and then escape over the mnomtains behind Dulag.*

At 0858 he learned that the WALKER had shot down one
single engine Japanese plane.

Sometime after 0900 he learned that the 184th Infantry
hod captured Dulag Airfield.**

At 1000 he learned that three minutes earlier a torpedo
plane from the MANILA BAY had been shot down by aamy artillery fire from the
beach, and antiaircraft fire from the TALBOT and LST 733 (TG 79.1). This
incident occurred not only because of poor recognition and eager gunners
shortly after an air raid. but also because the torpedo plane, and artillery
spotter plane, was sent d..n low to observe a new liaison plane landing strip
along the beach held by the Allied forces, without first ceari g through CSA,
who would have notified navy and army units in the area. Fortunately, the
pilot, airoreween and observer were rescued by the TALHOT.

At 1107, in accordance with the desires of the C.G.
S-VkXTH Division, he directed that all troops still in the STAJLIGAT were to
be disembarked to VIOLET Beach Off, immediately and those in the PWND cove-
mencing at 1500.

At 1116 he noti•ied C`1, 79 that, based on the consumption
the past night, he barely had enough smoke mnitions and fog oil to last one
more night.*** In other words, he voiced the opinion that these critical
materials should be used more sparingly lest the supply become eiviiusted.

At 1118, owing to the above. shorta?, _f smoke munitions,
and fog oil, he directed CTG 79.3 (Comander Transport Group AELE) to trans-
fer all such items from unloaded ships ready for sailing to other ships re-
maining in the area.****

ALTHOUGH THE SHORTAGE OF SMdKE MUNITIONS AND FOG OIL WAS
A RESULT OF INADEUATE EVALUATION Of LOGISTICS CONSIDERATIONS TN "'HE ORIGINAL
PLANNING STAGE BASED ON AN ASSWI(ED TOTAI "IUIRENENT WHICH PfiEJ) TO BE
(GEATL! IN EiROR, THE CONCEPT OF TRANsF`M•It#, ALL ( THE ABOVE EQUIPMENT FfR
DEPARTING SHIPS TO THOSE SHIPS RF)4AINING WA6 AN EXAMPLE OF &XCELLENT 100 THE
SPOT" LOGISTI(Z IMPROVISATION. THIIS PXPHASIZbS THE IMPORTAN• OF (A) KkýAIYG
THE OORM4ANDfT% INFORMED AS TO TaE ACrUAL USAGE RATE OF THOSE ITTF)5 VITAL TO
THE SUCCE1FUL CONDUCT OF HIS OPERATIONS, AMI) (B) ADVISING HIM WHEN THE CON-
SUWPTIOC OF ANY ITEM'S SO EXCEEDS THE ESTIMATIE USAGE RATE AS TO 4NDA"QER TNE
ACCOfP.ISIPALNT OF HIS OBJECTIVE.

Action Report (CIU 79.3.2, Assault on Leyte, SeriaT -• tor 6,
1944; also Wr Diary CUSTER, October ?1!t, 1944.

'* Operation Report, 7TH Infantry Division, KING II, Page S.
CT(; 79,1 Dispatch 210216 October 1944 tc CTG 79.

'T ( 79.1 Dispatch 210218 Octonbr 1944 to GTG 79.3, info CTF
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11 CNETION WITH THL ABOVE, IT SREMS DEPORTAUT TO POINT
lOUT TWAT THE NEED FOR MAINTAINING VITAL EUIPMENT IN THE FORWMARD AREAS OF THE

WESTEMI PACIFIC IN WORLD WAR II OFTEN BECAME SERIOUS IN THE MATTER OF SPARE
PARTS. IN SICH CASE, IT WAS THE USUAL PRACTICE TO FU(OE WERVICZABLE PARTS
FMC( ONE IT&I OF QUIPMKkXT IN A DPARTING SHIP IN ODER TO INSTALL THM ON
AXOTrM ITDI OF EQUIPMET ON A SHIP REMAINING IN TtE OBJECTIVE AREA. THIS
PRACTICE WAS KNNO AS "TO CAMNIBALIZE=.*

During the forenoon he fueled certain W/EMS and YMN type
minewepers of TG 77.5,

Just prior to 1300 he knew that the C.G. SEVENbT Infantry
Division had departed the APPALACHIAN, for at 1300 that cowander arrived at
VIOLET ONE Beach, and it seems probable that at this time he assuind comand
ashore,** which information .ouid have been made known imeediately to

At 1500 he received instructions from CTF 79 that the
transports, as on the previous night, would not retire at dark but would
rskein off the *outhern beaches to continue unloading operations overnight,***
and at 1530 he &ircted his units to again execute night inshore 3creening
plan calling frr *n inner screen of LCI gunboats stationed on a line extend-
ing 1200(T) from the mouth of Dao River to prevent surprise night attack by
enaW motor torpedo boats,

At 1800, in complianco with crF 79 dispatches 210537 and
210742, he detached nine transports (LAM&K, J. FRANKLIN BELL, G(l.JEN CITY,
KNOX, CALVERT, CUSTF.R, HEYTOOD, ALPINE, FEL*ND) and two LSD's (ASHLAND and
LINDENWALD) which had completed discharging their cargoes, to report to
CTU 79.14.1 in BOLIVAR for retirement to Hollandia. Upon their departure the
assault shipping remaining in TG 79.1 conoistMd of five transports, in1luding
RIXEY (APH), four cargo vessels, thirty-one L.ST'a, and one LS'V (MONITOR).
This LSV debarked**** on this day eighty-nine officers and men of the Head-
quarters Coars Artillery and ELEVENTH Gun Battalion UJXRC.*t*HW

At 2314 he made a sunmary report of the day's operatioin
to CTF 79 stating that (a) C.G. SEVNTH Infantry Division wd his head-
quarters, plus the remaining battalion of the Re3erve iI,, (RCT SIXTEDM) for
the TýWNTT-FO[MRTH Corps, had been placed ashore, (b) unloading from Lhe LST's

* Dictionary of United tates Military Terms for Joint Usage, May 1955,
Page 20.

** Operation Report, 7TH Infantry Division, KING ;L, Page 5; also 6TH
U.S. ArnWy, haport of Leyte Operation, October 17th - December 25th,
1944, Page 39.
CTF 79 Visual Dispatch 210543 October 1944 to CTG1s 79.1 and 79.2.
War Diary MONITOR, October 21st, 1944.

** These Marines were part of the Marine Artillery substitutod by th,
Pacific Ocean area for the designated Army Artillery units which wore
still eng•ged wit the enemy in the Marianas.
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and AKA as we progressing satisfactorily, and (c) nine transports and tw
LSD's had unloaded and departed from the objective area.*

At the end of the day he could review his operations with
some satisfaction as (a) the inherent difficulties in getting his unloading
schedule started had been overcome and the supplies and equipment were now
being moved ashore smoothly and expeditiously, (b) nine transports and two
LSD's had completed discharging their cargoes and departed. (The CAVALIER,
which had completed unloading at 1300, did not depart at this time as she was
the flagship of CTG 79.3 (Coiunander Transport Group ABLE), (c) the four
transports (STARLIGHT, GEORGE CLYMER, PRESIDENT HAYES, RIXEY (APH)), and the
four cargo vessels (THUBAN, CHARA, ALSHAIN, MERCURY) remaining were, as of
2000, approximately eighteen per cent unloaded, and (d) the thirty-one LST's
remaining were, as of 2400, about fifty per cent unloaded (in this figure
are included seven LST1s-34, 169, 207, 213, 461, 617, 1006-which had been
completely unloaded, and eleven which had as yet apparently not commenced
unloading). Eneiy reaction had been nil. The results had indeed justified
remaining in the anchorage overnight.

(b) Operations of CTG 79.2 (Attack Group BAKER), October
21st.**

SCTI 79.2, in ROCKY MOUNT, remained at anchor off ORANGE
and BLUE Beaches and continued to prosecute the unloading of his transports
and LST~s with utmost vigor so as to insure their earliest withdrawal from
the objective area.

At 0447 he likely received word from the group beach-
master (CTU 79.4.5),*** who was in overall control of the TG 79.2 beaches,
that (a) on the BLUE Beaches conditions were good, unloading was proceeding
with many ef the boats coming in, and cargo was being moved inland rapidly
by the shore parties--this must have been heartening for, heretofore, the
8LUE Beach shore party had been unable to handle the beach situation. (This
was the only report received during the entire unloading operatione which
indicated that the RLUE Beach shore party was able to handle the beach situa-
tion), (b) on the ORANGE Beaches some cargo was on the beach but, although
the shore party ws moving it inland rapidly, it ws not catching up with thv
nnloading, and (c) all beach parties were unloading the boats as rapidly as
the ships sent them in.****

At C()W6 he obtained permission from CTF 79 to retain for
morning call fires the five fire support ships presently assigned him. These
were the PORTLAND, COLUMBIA, BRAINE, CANSEVOORT and CLAXTOM.

* CTG 79.1 Dispatch 211414 October 1944 to CTF 79.
** All informati,*n here, except as otherwise indicated, obtained frnm

Action Report (-M 79.2, Leyte Operation, Srrial 0032, WEovumbor 4th,
1944.

•** IAeutenant Commander H. E. Barron, DL-V(S), UJS3NR.
• Action Report CTG 79.4, Leyte Operr.tion, r3erial 0126, October 2-th,
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CTCG 79M2

October 21st

At 0621 he noted that an eneW land attaL k plane h&d
been chot dowi by th-*ee LBM's and one LST.

In vivw of the favorable reports concerning unloading
received (as noted above) it must have been with some surprise that at 0659
he observed boats circling off the beach. He investigated the matter and
learned that the circling retoulted from congestion on the beaches caLused by
the inability of the shore parties to move the cargo rapidly enough inland.*
(This likely was due to the fact that, with the arrival of dawn, unloading
had imaediately speeded us,)** Le then statei that, in his opinion, (1) the
unloading 'as dilatory and that this was surprising since, nt 0615, he had
sent sixty men to the LST beach to assist the arny shore party there (these
had been ortered by CTG 79.4) and (2) he was going to make a personal inspeo-
tion of the bmaches at 0800.*

ACCORDINGT HE LEFT HIS FLAGSHIP AT THAT TZME FOR ORANGE
BEACH, WHERE HE WAS MET AT 0810 BY THE SHORE PARTY COMMANDER*** AND CTU
79.4.5. HE NOTED THAT (A) THE SHORE PARTIES HAI) INSUFFICIENT CARGO HANDLERS
TO HANDLE THE LARGE VOLUME OF CARGO REACHING THE BEACHES; OUT OF THE MEN
ASSIGNED, ONLY A SMALL PERCENTAGE WERE ACTUALLY AVAILABLI, THE REST BEING
IREUIRED FOR PERIMETER DEFEMSF, MILITARY POLICE, SUPERVISORS AND OTHER MIS-
CELLANEOUS DETAIIS, (B) THERE WAS A LACK OF UNLOA71ING AIDS ON THE BEACIES
AND INSUFFICIENT TRANSPORTATION TO KEEP THE BEACHES CLEAR; FOR INSTAN3E,
ABOUT 100 AMPHIBIOUS TRACTORS THAT HAD LANDED WITH THE INITIAL ASSAULT
ECHELONS WERE PARKED SEVERAL HUNDRED YARDS INLAND FRCO ORANGE BEACH AND HAD
NOr BEEN TURNED OVER TO THE SHORE PART! COMMANDER AS PLANNED-THESE VEHI-
CLES COULD HAVE BEEN USED TO GCAW ADVANTAGE IN CLEARING THE CONWISYED BRACH
AREA, (C) THERE WAS INSUFFICIENT OFFICER SUPERVISION OF THE WORKING PARTIES
AND VEHICLE DRIVERS; THE DUKW'S WCULD HAUL A LOAD OF SUPPLIES FROM THE BEACH
TO THE DUMP AREA AND FAIL TO RETUPW.***• HE THEN ADVISED THE SHORE PAFTT
COMMANDER THAT HE WARULD SUPPLEMENT HIS ORGANIZATION WITH NAVAL PiKWX)ONNvZ TO
EXPEDITE THE UN.OWA)ING.

THE PURPOSE OF THE ABOVE DISCUSSION IN RWGAED TO THE
SHORE PARTY IS TO EMPHASIZE THE NCESSITY IN AMPHIBIOUS OPERATIONS ,'5,. NAVAL
COMMANDERS AND OTHEU$6 CONCERN TO UNDERSTAND THE DUTIFS OF SAID 34OU; PARTY,
THE EXTRANEOUS ACTIVITIES REQUIRED OF IT, THE MAINTENANCE, XEPAIR, AND THE
LOCATION AND USE OF ITS EKUIPMENI; ALL OF WHICH ARE OF PIW.MRY INTE•EST T"
THE NAVAL COMMANDER IN THAT THESE ARE VITAL FACTORS IN DJETERMINING THE SPE)
OF U__,OADiNG.

Action Report CTG 79.4, Leyte Operation, Serial d126, October 25th,
1944.

. Report of CT') 79.4.5 (Transport Group Beachmaster) to CT"G 79.4, Leyte
Operation, October 20th - 22nd, 1944, Enclosure (1) to AcLion Report
CTG 79.4, Leyte Operation, Serial 01.P6, October 29th, 1944.

* Colonel C. J. Douglas USA
SAction Report CMU 79,6,1, Assault and Occupation of Leyte, S3erial

0210-44, November 7th, 1944.



CTG 79.2
October 21st

At 08O4, as previously authorized, the ROCKY MOUNT opened
fire on Catmon HUll and Iube-anan Head. * rF 79 later commented on this fir.
ing, and on another firing on this same 'ay (also by the ROCKY MOUNT) to the
effect that "THE WItqf OF THE EKPOSURE OF A COMMAND SHIP, WITH LITTLE PRO-
TECTIOI OR DAMAGE CONTROL, WITHIN CLOSE RANGE OF ENEMY GUNFIRE, IS S(MEWHAT
DOUBTFUL" .*

6y 0850, probably as a result of CTG 79.2's efforts to
expedite unloading, a total of ten LST's, two LSMs and three LCTs were
beached, and soon, the unloading of ts'ppl .es and equipment was moving at a
much faster temo,.'

At 1120 CTG 79.2 sighted TG 70.1, consisting of about
forty-seven motor Zorpedo boats, entering Leyte Gulf and approaching San
Pedro Bay. This group was arriving on schedule.

At 1131 he returned aboard his flagship from his inspec-
tion of the unloading conditions at the beachej. By tkts time additional
naval personnel had teen sent ashore to aid the shore party and nwnurous
Filipino natives had been recruited through the mayor of San Jose;*-", addi-
tional pontoon barges had aIpo been procured, and the stores were now being
moved ashore at a fast rate although a shortage of vehicles to clear the
beach areas still existed. It appeared that the goal of urloadiag all the
transports by nightfall would be reached.

It seems likely that sometimn in the early afternoon ht
learned that the LSD's CASA GRANDE, BELLE C'IOVE and RUSHMORE had completed
unloading at noon.

It also seems likely that while ashore he learned that
C.G. NINETY-SIXTH Infantry Division had assumed command the previous evening
and, desiring confirmation thereof as well as appropriate notification to
the conmnanders concerned, he at 1345 requested C.G. NINETY-SIXTH Infantry
Division to report when he had assiuned command ashore. Thi6 cLearly indi-
cates th-t a command or communications failure had occurred for, as noted
under "Operations of CTG 79.2, October 20th", the C.G. NINETY-SIXTH Infantry
Division had assumed ccmmand ashore at 1750 the previous day.

It is curious that it was not nunV-i 0254 on the follow-
ing day (October 22nd) that an announcement was made of the assunption of
command ashore by C.6. NIN'&CITY-S1IXTH Infaujtry Division. CTG 79.2 has recorded
in his chronoiogical narrative that at that time C.G. TWENTY-FOURTH Corps,

* CTF 79 ist Endorsement Serial 00338, November 2Oth, 1944 to Action
Report CTG 79.2, Leyte Operation, Serial 003,2, November 4th, 1944.

** Action Report CGr 79.4, Leyte Operation, Ser-ial 0126, October 28th,

194-4.
,&��Report or CTU 79.4.5 (Transport Group Heachmvcter) to G(IG 79,', Leyte

Operation, October 20th - 22nd, 19414, Enclosure (P) to Action Report
GI'G 79,14, Leyte OperatIon, :,erial 0L26, Octolber 29Mth, 11944ý
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CrG 79.2 2
3O-ober 21st

in a disra~ch to C.G. SIXTH Armt,, announciA that both Oiyisioa coiwanders
had assumed covaund ashore. Whether thewe tm divisiorn comanders reVpo'Led
tc• CTF 79 as required by the instructions goverrting t1u changes in co~remand
is not clear, but J"t may be assumed that they did, in fact, comply with their
instructions.

General unloading continued at mn ac" el"rted rdte until
1422 when accurate enemy mortar fire •'roxi ',Itnon Hill comienced fallixf on
the beaches and caused light damage and casuawlties to sver. LSTs whereupar
thome landing ships and evaft at the ,-aches wre ordered U) retract and
withdraw from the area until the enez.y fire ý'xd been xh~ued,. The eneW
fire continued witil 1505, at which time co'zi;er~fire frou the ROCK! MOUNT
regi stered on the enear mortar b~t k.e..tIea at '. he fosot or Catzxki Hill and Mý.t
them out of commission,* Therefure, at 16oAJ, unloading over the bsaches
resimaed. This delay in unlcadiug ws sufficient to preveifn, the retireme;t-.
of all, transports of TG 79.2 at derk as had bean planned.

At 1626 CTG 79.2 advised CfF 79 that, in view of the Zact
the enerqf harassing fAre from tiis area w-as causing ,asuaities and int-rrrapt.-
ing unloading, he considrered t constant patrol of support 4ircraft over
Catmnon Hill necessa-y in order to neutrtlize enemy mortar fire f1rom thic
vicinity against ORANGE and PI2J Beache3.A*

At sat,,tVt 181.30; he received a report from -)TU 79.6.1 stat-
ing that, as of 1630, his tw-;nt;y-four L2T: s wei e approxinmaely forty-three
per cent ijloaded 1*¢•- Thi.' incIUhCI-X Lhree (117, 2-18, 486) compiletely
unioaded and five (20, 669, 69k8, 999, lO1i) which had not. yet eonenced to
unload. Actually this repori.. wab Flightlr in error in tht '%a) LST 270 had
completed unloading prior to 1.336 ed was no'r being emnloyed •-s a lightor
for tnz CAM.RIA and thc A.,C\OE,*V*** and (b) IST 1024 also tad not as yet
corienced unloading.

Mt KYt) he released four transporls (BcY.VARt, DOYEN,
MONROVIt WAR HAWK) which ihad comphcted unloadi:ug to join TU 73.141, for
re'JTi ent to Hollandia in arcordavce wit}, CTF 79 dispatches 210538 and
21V'142, anvi ten iiinutes later te added one iuw.re transport, (Ci'<E).*.
At 1930 these tIransport. Jc:Ine I nin-e transpoits a-v two LSD's froit TG 79.1
to form' TU 79.14.1 and stood out of ýieyte Gif[,

A ction [t•port. CTU) 79.'• .1 (C LST•T §-Asuault ad Occupat, on of

Leyte, Serial. 021C-4d*, Nov turnbr 7th, 9114.
S• * • 79.2 Disnatch ,"10'726 ct 1944 ,n CTF 7'.A) nc , 79-2, 79.1, ; ;.0 s•:•** VITJ 79,6,3 Wailgr'ar 21(-3CI0 0~c.4 oer i%'4/ to CT ~s'...?,7.L•,; l

Action Report (,rm 79,6.1, a t and Oc-I'pation of LTxvte, Phlip--
pi Isl ands- Serial O2I1D)-hI4, M.cerber 7th, 194-,., Pa't 3,

*** Wdr Dih- I-oT ".1~70, C-tobcm v Ist, 194L.
.... ), •'p (] , ('I*(; 7ý4.i, IL'vte; O)tie.atiori, ")e-ial 0] % " O ."28th,

194 4..
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CM' 7 4. 2.,2

WA? Octobe'r 21st

At 1ý9 ho WR PW, vilestanding out 1vi the low
v1si.b•lity caused b1 awk-a cover over the Southern Tran'p.ort. Area, collided
with the TENESM, cauu•ir minor damage to both ships 'mt causinj a slight
delay in the WAR HAWK dcparture.

By 2lO0 TRANV0IT TEN (CLAY, AMUR MIDDIW1'ON, BAITER,
WO)RGM F. ELLIOTT, WILLIAM P. BIDDLE, CAPR.IOORMUS, CATSKILL) was ban per
cent unloaded wid the remaining ships of TRANMDIVT' EIGMHEr.N (CAMBRIA,
FRO•DICK FUNSTOM, ALCIU.E) aid TNTT.-EIGHT (SHFEIDAN, ALMAAQK, AURIGA)
wer6 about eighty p.er centra uaeded.* .- No the SIXTH Army Floatixg Reserve
(381st Regimetal Combat Team) wa st3il. •maried in TRANSDIV TEN awaiting
,to be landed when called forward by C.-. SIXTH Am'r.

Foi- fire support and screening duties he had remaining

with him fourteen destrcyers.

Nothing further of importanca happened during this day.

(c) Operations of MT 77.2.2 (Conmnander r're Suvport Unit
SOUTH), October 21st.

CTU 77.2.2, with the FENNSYLVAN1A, CALIFORNIA, LOUIS-
VILLE, MINNEAPOLIS, POTLAND, DENVM, COLtMBIA, ROBINSON, CLAXTON and ALBRT
W. GRANT from his rcormand, and the BLACK, ABBOT, WALKER, BRAINE, GANSEWOORT
and HALE from TG 79.11, was standing by for fire support missions. The re-
mainder of his ships were: (a) screening--NEWCB43, LEUTZE, BENNION, HEYWOD
L. ED'WDS, 'RLFORD, BRYANT, THORN, and WELLES;** or (b) on other mission&--
(1) the TEU4ES'EE ws iying to in the Southern Tr-ansport Area acting as anti-
aircraft scr'eenNN and (2t the RICHARD P. LEAff was assisting the HONOLULUby transporting casualties to the RIXMTf (APH-3).",

At 0625 the CALIFORNIA and SAN CARLOS each claimed
shooting down a Japanese Type ONE land attack plane during an air raid.
However, it seems likely that this was one and the Sam plane.*xl*

At M91G CTJU 77.2.2 decicea to clarify his underst.andirg
of CTF 79's operation plan as to wbo ws aosigned the responsibility for
assigning the fire support and harassing fire ships since (a) the PENNSrA.-
VANLI and MINWWAPOI.IS had been acsigned to fire support and harassing mis-
slons throughott the night on direct orders from attack group commanders
withozt arny reference to him whatsoever, and (b) because of the tactical
situation, he must Know tneir locations. He therefore queried CTF 79 in

Action Report CTG 79.4ý, Leyte Operation, Serial 0 , October 28•th,
194.

SDeck Logs of Destroyers concerned, October 2act, 1944.
** ~War Diary TFNNIMSSET, October 21st, 1444.
*** Action Report CTG 77.2 (COMIORUDIV 4). Bombardment and Capture of

Loyte Island, Philippine Isl nds, October 16th - 24t), 1944, Serial
00147, November 5th, 1944.
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CTU 77, 2. 2
October, 21st

regard to the matter saying, in part, that it was his understanding that, on
D-day and D+1 day, he wes to assign the harassing ships as requested by the
attack group cownnders.*

At 1452 he designated the RICHARD P. LEAR to accompany
00KCRUDIV NINE in the HONOLULU to Manus in accordance with CTTF 77ts orde.rs.*

Meanwhile, he had been studying the fuel reports of his
ships and quickly learned that the fuel was low, so low in fact that the
three battleships and fifteen destroyers had but forty to sixty per cent fuel
rvmaining. Since this required an early refueling, at 1410 he notified CTF
79 of his fueling situation and recommended a plan for fueling from TU 77.7.1
in Area ACCIPITER on the following day. He knew thAt TU 77.7.1 should be in
that area on that day if the basic plan mas follovmd.*e*

At 1641 he received, from CTF 79 a TB5 voice ,adio reply
to his 0910 query above and (a) was informed that (15 the POINSYLV&YIA and
MINNEAPOLIS had been assigned night w.asvions on th NGF (naval gunfire con-
trol) net, (2) the RICHARD P. LEART, ALBERT W. GRANT, THORN, MLAflI4, ROBIN-
SON and CHARLES J. BADGER would ieport to him for screen that night, and (3)
the ISHERWXOO, CHAUNCEY and HARADEN were assigned to Attack Group ABLE (CTG
79.1) and KIDD, WIGGS and HALLIGAN were %ssigned to Attack Group FAMM (CTG
79.2)0 and (b) was directed (1) to assign one bat.tleship (WB) and one heavy
cruiser (CA) or light crtuser ((-)' to each group, (2) to cancel the haras.ing
mission for that night, and (c) was advised that (1) the assignments abova
would substitute for those in paragraph thirevee, Annoe. DOG, of CIF 79ts
Attack Plan No, A304-44, and (2) the balance of tha Fire Support (FS) ships
were to operate under him.***

In accordance .ith these orders he seems to have assigned
the CALIFORNIA and DENVER to CTG 79.1, and the TENNF.•SEE and MINEAPOLIS to
CTG 79.2, although the edidence thereon is not concLusive.

At 1745 he learned that CTF 't9 had directed COMDF49DIV
NINEIT-SIX, in the BLACK, with the BRAINE, WALKER, ABBOT, GANSEVOORT, MANLEY,
TALBOT, SANDS, GOLDSBOROUGH and KANE, to report to CGT 79.14.1 (COMTRANSDIV
TWENT!-EIGlr) for duty as screens for the retiring ttansports, and that the
task unit so formed wab to retire at 18dO0 thac day,*r.*Hr

* CTU 77.2.2 Visual Dispatch 210X)1C, October 1%,1 to ('i 79, inro
CTG 79.1.
War Diary CCt4DESRON 56, October 2i1st, 1944; WAr Diay, RICHARE P. L.iLAf,
October 21st, 1944; Action Report 'rM 77.2 (CeMC[iUDIV 4), imbardment
and Capture of Leyte, Phil 'ppine Islands, October 16th - 24th, 1944,
Serial 00147, November 5th, 19".

*** CTU 77.2.2 Visual Dispatch 21O04O October 194 to 1TF 79.
**** CTF 79 TBS Voice Radio Mssage 2107' October 194- to (7G 77.2.
***** CTF 79 Dispatch 2-1O538 Octouer 1.t" to CTG'a 79.1, 79.2 ind

CO*DESDIV 96.
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CTG 77. 2
Octob-r 23*t

At 1338 he rece4 '-4d Harbor Defense Plan NUmber ONE and
sa plane accordingly,* I-ý appetrn have naited for CTR 79' to roadjust

hi. plans and make arran•gemenlts for re.1lving his ships from duties assigned
(scriening and FS duties).

,.t 1W he rtoeivri a dispatch from C.T 79 appn,,ing the
"ueling p.an recmmended in ni 210540, providing no; less than two c;*-bsers
4d two destroyers were available in the objective &ava for each of the two

groupa (?G 79.1 and TG 79.2).*

tat 1938 1. leanied that the PTCHARD P. L&J, which was
esrorl -ng TG 70.6 (HOW)LUVIp AUSTRALIA, W.2AHUtNA and RICHARD P., LEARY),
emacld, uhon tning relieved by the ZORCE E. BADGER, RATHHRE and CLENSON,
retux., to his coumand.***

At 2012 he learned that the TENNESSEE and the WAR HAWK
(AP 168) had been in ea collision, but that the damage to both had been slight
with no perscnnel casualties on either ship.H**•

At 2055, as eCG, 77.2, he received orders from CrF 79 to
leave four destroyers in the fire support Area and to carry out covaring
mission ordered by CT= 77.n*** At this point he once again operated as
CTG 77.2 a-nd his further actions are discussed under "Operations of CTG 77.2,
October 21rt."

(3) Operations of CTG 77.2 (Bombardment and Fire Support Group),
October 21st,

CTG 77.2 throughout this dey was (as CTU 77.2.2) engaged in
conducting operations in support of the operations of TG's 79.1 and 79.2, and
had little responsibility as CTG 77.2. However, commencing at 1808, he hegan
receiving orders as CTG 77.2. At this time he received CTF 77'e dispatch
210641, which directed, In part, that (a) he withd-aw TG 77.2 f;'ozi the trans-
port and FS areas and proceed to the southern area of Leyte Gulf, (b) duri'ig
darkness he (1) be underway and (2) defend the gulf against the entry of
hostile curface forces from either the eastern or southern entrance to
Surigao Strait, (c) be prepared to sortie from the gulf to attack any enemy
force3 'Titc1h txre definitely located, and (d) return his units to their re-
spective PS areas durino daylight and render close FS on call as directed by
CTF's 78 and 79,)HH** He now conmmnced estimating the situation to deternlmt
how bent to accomplis>. the above d~irective,

*1 77 Dispatch 210&j4 October 1944 to CTF's 78, 79, C',hs 77.2, 77.3.
0CTF 79 Dispatch 210828 October 1944 to CVo 77.2.2, info OTG'e 79.)
and 79.2.

'** CTF 79 Dispatch 210900 October 1944 to "X•CRUDIV 9, info C(MXDESRON 56,
*** Action Report CTG 77.2 (XCMCW.JDIV 4), Boml.arment and Capture of Leyte

Island, Philippine Islands, October 6th - Ž24th .194L, Serial /0014,
November 5th, 1944.

*** CTF 77 Dispatch 210641 October 1944 to (TF1'm 78,' 79, CTCs ?7,2, 77.3.
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C!Q 77,2
Oetob-- 21st

At 1703 he directed OMBATIV TWO, presambl~ by voioe ?sdio,
to (a) bar- hiw three battleship., when not an firing missitms, lie to W an
out, - vast i!ine in & eoral vicinity Latitu- 'O".46IN (off Avqyog) and
witnin area DR•K3, and (b) ýe prepared an sl•a• in o&_c of eoeq Tokyo
Uprose raids by fast murfaca forces to form one eight an the 7,UN die-
tance 1000 yads on an easterly course and to patron. at five knots to ongi-
tudls1 O-1151•, at which point he wis to reverse by turn bignal.*

THIS MWSAGZ IS QUOTED IN FULL HEM BECAUSE Il ShWS THAT
•A) TW GMAL CHACTMUSTICS OF TH9 BLTTIL PLAN LATER ENPLOTND AT THE
PAT= OF SURIGAO STHAVT-I.., HAVNG SHIPS AT ?IVE KNOTS O AN UAST - WT
SMSE WITHIK LIMITING LWUII ES.-RAD ALTREADY H BT CTG 77,2,
AIM (B) =TO 77.2 WAS WECTIXI A PC0&,BLF RAID BY FAST MSWAC FORCES RATER
THAN T'I MW ACTION WHIIH LAlTE DEVELCP•.

At 2055 be received c"derz from CTr 79 to (a) lw,,re four
dectryoyrs in the PS area, and (b) carry out the covering mission assigned
by CTF 77•** He now ompleted his x'~Ji.ate and decided that- he would take
(a) BATDIV T1 (TOWSSU, PNSYLV•'IA and CALIFORIA) and would leave
BATDIV•s TI (ItISSISSIPPI) and FOUR (WEST VIRGINIA and MARYLAD) with their
*cereo (AIILI(K, ON, SIGOUR•E) in the PS armni with orders to join him iZ so
dirocted, (b) CMDIV FOR (LOUISVILLE, MIN POLIS, PORTLAND) and CRUDIV
T2MI. (DUIVU, OOLWBIA)-the damaged HONCLULU had departed for Namm-.-end
(a) the wsaining dexstroyers of DESRON FIPT-SI' (NEWcCMB, LKUTZE, iMIIOW,
MUMM L. U•N4A]D HALFO]D, ROSINSOn, ALEPRT W. GRANT, BRTAXT, OLAXTOU, THVN
and IMLKS).** The ROBS Wid been disabled by mincs and the RICHAID P. IEARY
had departed for Manus.

It will be noted that in this decision he included within
TG 77.2 all of the ships assigned thereto with the exception of TU 77.2.1
(Wires batt-o.ships and throe destroyers) wuich was operating with CTF 78.
While this ass not in full accord with his basio orders, .I's decision to leave
TU r7.2.. 'o operatt Independotly smo sound for (a) hie orders from CTF 79
(to form a covering group) wre issued so late that it would have taken hours
for TV 77.2.1 to re•aoIn hLa, and (b) TG 71.2, without TU 77.2.1, as stronger
than any likely ana.

At 2208 kie received a dispatch from CTF 79 (a) requesting
ships (presumbly battleships) be assigned to call fire duty on the following
day from vicinitT Points PETER, NAN and GEORGE, and (b) assigning ai avsumi-
tion allowmnc for each battleship.*

* Action Report CALIFORNIA, Participation in Operations off Island of
Leyte, October 19th .- 24th, 1944, Ser~al 0025, November 8th, 1944.

SAction Report CrG 77.2 (C0MC( DIi 4), Bombardment and Capture of Leyte
Island, Philippine Islands, October 16th - 24th, 1944, Serial 00147,I ~ November 5th~, 1944.
CTF 79 Voice Radio Message 212145/I October 1944 to CrJG 71.2, itfo

G's 79.1, 79.2, CALIFORNIA, TENJ0,5SEE, PENNSYLVANIA.ii301 cw80".



P' ,Oa 21st

At about 2303 he formsd his cruisers into cruialag dipposi-
.tioia and comenced patrolling on an east-west line off Tay Ty Point at speed
of five knote.,*

At 2316 he issued orders to OM Th' TI KKE and P0( to
standbr to join his group if directed lndicating thLt the rendeovus mould
be designated when further orders were issued.**

(4) Operations of CTG 77., (Escort Carrier Group), October 21st.

CTG 77.4, vith a total of 287 VF and 170 VT, contined to
provide air cover and support over the objective area in acoordance with his
basic air plan**** Air cover consisted of a daylight CAP of twetty-eight VF
over the target area from 0615 until 1730; a dusk CAP of twelve VP from 1700
ntil 1820; and an ASP of tw VT eaci, across the southern it of Surigso

Strait and the eastern entrances to Leyte Gulf (Plate VIIIr fros o615 until
1730. Air support consisted of forty VF and fourteen TT on station over the
target area from 0615 until 1730. In addition, an afternoon strike group
consisting of tventy-six VF and eighteen VT was launched at 1330 by CTU
77.*4.1 against Cebu,****

The first target CAP of the day made a routine fighter mswep
of Leyte airfields en route to their stations, and twelve VF of the first
direct support group wade antishipping and aritimotor torpedo boat sweeps over
Carigara Bay, San Pedro Bay, Careftes Sea, and Surigao Strait, with negative
results.

C*=encing at 0530 and ending at 1915 when the dusk CAP over
the objective area was recovered, the three carrier task units of TG 71.4
flew a total of about 360 direct support group sorties, 132 target CAP
sorties, and twenty target ASP :zorties, plus forty-four attack sorties
against Cebu.**N*

The armament for the direct support and strike vd.sions con-
sisted generally of bombs, rockets and napalm, in addition to the normal
loading of machine gun amanition.

i * ~ Wr Diary OClDESRON 56, October 21st, 1944.
S** UTG 77.2 Voice Radio Message 212316/I October 19i4 to C(MBATDIV's 3

and 4.
***� CM 77.4 Operation Plan No. 2-44, Serial 00075, October 5th, 1944,

Annex D.
SAction Report CTU 77.4.1, Leyte Operation, October 12th - 29th, 1944,

Serial 00104, November 8th, 1944.
S**0* G~= 77.4 Operation Plan Mo. 2-44, Serial 00075, October 5th, 1944;

CTU 77.4.2 Operation Order No. 6-4A, Serial 00018, October 9th, 1944;
Action Report CTU 77.4.1, Leyte Operation, October 12th - 29th, ]-L94,
Sei.al 00104, November 8th, 1944; Action Reports and War Diaries of
CVX's in TG 77.4; also Aircraft Action Reports October 21st 1944,
VC-3, VC-5, VC-21, VC-78, VC-81, CVEG-60, VT-26, VC-68, VF-21.
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The weather in the sea operating area was cloudy, with north-
erly winds thirteen to eigP'een knot., slight sea, intermittr÷t. showers in
the afternoon, visibility about twelve miles exc•-nt in showei b, flying condi
tions average. Over the objective area the weather was good, with broken
clouds at six thousand feet and visibility about fift,, 'n mile in tha morning,
ceiling and visibility reducing to 300C, -eat and abou' 'ive miles in t,6 later
afternoon.* Dawn was at 0517, sunrise at 0629, swimset at 1819 anA evening
twilight ended at 1929.

Direct air support missions over the northern and souther'
beach areas, in close cooperation :uith the gunfi're support shi-s• of CTG .7.2,
knocked out a wide assortment of enemy positions and facilities ar-ad of the
Allied troops and in the rear areas of the enemy. Partiet- n emphasis w ts
given to the neutralization of enemy mortar batteries on Caumon Hill and
Liberanan Head as well as the interdiction of highway traffic to prev-mnt
enemy ovement. In addition, eight single engine planes were reported as
probably destroyed on Leytt; airfields.**

At 1022 CTG 77.4, who had been noting the harassing raid
small groups of aircraft, recommended to CTF 77 that, when the ground require-
ments permitted, he be authorized to make morning and afternoon sweeps
force over Cebu, Negros, Panay and northern Mindanao. He stated that (a) he
felt that constant 'bombing of those areas would reduce the frequency of the
harassing raids by small groups then being experienced, and (b) a prisoner
on board the flagship said that the three planes which had attacked TG 77.4/
on the preceding day, and had been shot down, were from Cebu.***

This was an excellent recoumendiation for it was from the Cebu
area in particular that the first Kamikaze attacks were being launched.

At approximately 1203 he received a request from CTF 77 to
sweep northern Mindanao and western Visayan airfields with the primary objec-
tive being destruction of enemy aircraft. This was to be accomplished on a
non-interference basis with scheduled air support operations.*NN

He noted the similarity between this request and his own dis-
patch mentioned above and realized that these two dispatches had crossed, and
that he and CTF 77 had arrived at approximately the same solution for the
control of these harassing raids.

At about 1210 he received an order from CTF 77 to provide a
target CAP of at least twelve fighters to be over the objective area at
daybreak.*****

Action Report MANILA BAY, Operations in Support of the Occupation of
Leyte, October 12th - 30th, 1944, Serial 0103, November 2nd, 1944;
also Aircraft Action Reports VC-21, October Zlst, 1944.

** �TG 77.4 Dispatch 220123 Octcber !19" to CTF 77, info Cl"'s 78, 79,
and all TGC's of TF 77.

SOTO( 77.4 Dispatch 410122 October 19144 to CTF 77.
* CTF 77 Dispatch 20.1949 October 19"4 to CTG 77.4, info CUM3RDFLT,

CTF's 78 and 79.
***** CrF 77 Dispatch 210055 October 1944 to C"'G 77.4. info CTF's 78, 79

and CTG 77.2.
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CQME~YTAL....October 21st

The strikes against Cebu which were made about 1530 reportedly
"destroyed between five and seven (the Japanese said there were six) carrier-type
fighters at Lahug Field on Cebu as they were warming up their engines pre-
paratory to taking off and destroyed or damaged seventeen additional planes.*
This differs in substance with CTG 77.4's report of the results of the day ss
operations in that the latter reported the planes warming up were located on
Opon Field on nearby Mactan Island.** Since (a) a Japanese postwar account even
though not official,*** and (b) five separate aircraft action reports assert
Cebu to be the location of these aircraft, CTG 7.7'4s report is believed to be
in error. The claims by VF 26 (SANTEM) of seventeen additional aircraft
destroyed or damaged***-* which claims were accepted in general by CTG 77.4**
are largely discounted because of the likelihood that many or all of these
aircraft were dunmies or duds.

This day the target CAP was more effective in thwarting enemy
air raids against the objective area, and shot down five enemy planes (two type
three arms fighters, one carrier-type fighter, one carrier-type attack plane,
and one unidentified single seater).-K* Unfortunately, it did not prevent an
enemy carrier-type bomber from crashing into the bridge of the AUSTRALIA and
inflicting severe enough damage to cause her retirement from the objective area.

Enemy air attacks that penetrated the objective area consisted
of the following:

(1) At about 0515 LST 615 claimed to have shot down over the
Southern Beach area an enemy two-engine plane, believed to have been an army-
type heavy bomber;****-*

(2) At 0558 the BREEZE, which was anchored off Dulag just north
of the Southern Transport Area, shot down an enemy torpedo bomber;*****-*

(3) At about 0606 an enemy carrier-type bomber, under fire from
many ships, crashed into the bridge and superstructure of the AUSTiLALIA,
causing serious damage and a number of personnel casualties;I**-w

(4) At 062z the CALIFORNIA and SAN CARLOS collaborated in
shooting down an enemy type-one land attack plane; •****7t

* Aircraft Action Reports VF 26, VF 35, VT 2C), 37 and VC 60,
October 21st, 1944.

S* C~TG 77.4 Dispatch 220123 October 19"4 to CTF 77, info CTF's 78
and 79 and all TGC's of TF 77.
Cartain Rikihei Inoguchi, ex-IJN and Commander Kadashi Nakajima
ex-IJN, "The Kamikaze Attack Corps", Naval Institute Proceedings
No. 79, No. 9 (September 1953) Page 940.

*ANN Aircraft Action Report No. 16, VF 26, October 21st, 1944.
Action Report CTU 79.6.1, Assault and Occupation of ILeyte, Serial
021a',, November 7th, 1944.

•*•*'~ Acti,.n Report BI3RZE, ;erial 041, December 5th, 1944.
W ir Diary MISSS•!.', October 2hjt, 1£4"; also AIISTRLLIA Dispatch
•20214 October 1941 to (;TF 78, info CT(M 77.3.

•:• War Diary CALIFC(RNIA, October 2i.t, 1944; also ';AN CAL.(S Disyitch
fl41./ Oct)eber 14114 to CT(M 77.2.
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(5) At about 0631, HUMPIMRTS (APD-12), LST 917 and LS's a24,
29, 136 off the southern beaches, cooperated in shooting down a two-engine
land bomber, all being credited with an "assist";*

(6) At 0845 two type-three army fighters flew fast and low
over the Southern Transport Area, dropped two bombs without inflicting any
damage, and then escaped to the west.**

Available Japanese records in regard to their air operations,
damage and losses, on this day stated that (a) seventeen army planes attacked
Allied ships in Leyte Gulf, of which six planes failed to return,*** and (b)
bergen 0735 and 1530 eighty Allied carrier fighters (F6F's), thirty carrier
bombers (SU)ts), and six army medium bombers (B251s) strafed and bombed Cebu
and Mactan, hlttiAg the airfields with several bombs and setting afire six
carrier-type fighters.****

As pointed out under "Operations of Commander FIFTH Base Air
Force, October 21st", these six carrier-type planes were Kamikaze planes which
were about to take off on a crash (suicide) attack against Allied carriers
when they were struck and destroyed by Allied fighters.**** Since these
fighters check closely in number with the seven carrier-type fighters claimed
destroyed by TG 77.4, it seems likely that TG 77.4 can be so credited.

At 1514 he received a dispatch which had been originated by
CINCPOA to CSOWESPAC. In this dispatch CINCPOA (a) stated that it was
necessary to augment the destroyers of TF 38, and (b) requested that DESRON
FORT!-SEVEN be released about October 25th with orders to report (at Ulithi)
to C0rTHIItFLT.I***

Needless to say, this dispatch undoubtedly alarmed him be-
cause DESRON FORTY-SEIM destroyers were the only destroyers in the screens
of his carrier task units and their detachment would reduce his screens to
destroyer escorts only. Since his operation areas were in easy range of
Japanese airfields, the necessity to maintain the strongest antiaircraft
defense possible-to say nothing of antisubmarine defense-vas of primary

* Action Report CTU 79-6.1 (COMLSTFLOT 3), Assault and Occupation of
Leyte, Serial 0210-44, November 7th, 194.; War Diary HUMPHREYS,
October 21st, 194.

* MaWar Diaries C1I1L.= J. BADGER, CALIFORNIA, LOUISVILLE, October 21st,
1944.

S4 Daily Record of the War Situation, GHQ, FEC, Special Historical
Collection, Supporting Documents to Gencral of the Army Douglas
MacArthur's Historical Report on Allied Operations Southwest Pacific
Area (Item 4, Footlocker 10 of 10, UWPA Seritts, Volume II).

*** ar Diary 61ST Air Flotilla, October 19"1, WUC Document 161643,
NA 12260.

* (X*!7THFIT Dispatch 21034). October 1944 to CTF 77, info CI'F'n 78, 79,
CTG 77.4 (R-encypherment of CINGFOA Dispatch 16.2159 October 1944 to
COKSOWESPAC, info CC*43RDFLT and COM7THFLT).
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importance. However, he seems to have expected CT? 77 to take me positive,
action in this matter for he made no comments thereon to that commander on
this day.

From dawn until sunset TG 77.4 flew a CAP of eight VF and an
ASP of four TT over TU 77.4.1. end a CAP of four VF and an ASP of four VT
each over TU's 77.4.2 and 77.4.3. There were no enemy attacks although an
eneW snooper showing running lights flew around TU 77.4.1 irom 1830 until
2C45 dropping "window",* but CTG 77.4 wisely did not open fire and thereby
reveal his position.**

Total aircraft losses for the day consisted of one VT from
the MANILA BAY on an artillery spotting mission, shot down at about 1000 by
friendly units (both army and navy) in the vicinity of the southern beaches
(a) due to poor recognition, and (b) to unanncunced offensive maneuvers by
the pilot. Fortunately, all occupants were rescued.*** Thus, at tie end of
the day, CTG 77.4 had remaining 287 VF and 169 VT.

After landing the dusk CAP, the three task units of TG 77.4
withdrew to their night retirement areas (Diagran C).

(5) Operations of CTG 77.5 (Minesweeping and Hydrographic Group),
October 21st.

On this day intensive exploratory sweepe were conducted in
Areas FLOAT, CUTTER, PARAVANE, PLUMMET and OTTFR**** (Plate IV) by the YMS's
of Sweep Units FOUR through SEVEN. No mines were found in these areas.**

Sweep Unit ONE was not employed in minesweeping on this day,
but instead generally remained at anchor in the Southern Transport Area. As
required, several of the ships got underway, proceeded alongside designated
cargo ships of TF 79 for fueling, and then returned to thei.*r assigned anchor-
age areas. Hence this unit swept no mdnes on this day and in fact swept no
more mines after D-day.****

In addition the AM's continued operations in Area SWEEP to
ensure that the area was cleared of mines.****

* l"Windowlt is the name for strips of frequency cut metal foil, wire or
bars, usuilly dropped from planes or expelled from shells or rockets
as a radar countermeasure. Dictionary of United States hilitary
Terms for Joint Usage, OPNAVINST 3030.IA, May 1955.
Action Report CTG 77.4, Leyte Operation, October 12th - 29th, 1944,
Serial 0Ol14, November 8th, 1944.

SAction Report CTG 79.1, Particpýantion In Amphibious Operations for
the Capture of Leyte Gulf, Serial 00454, October 26th, 1944.

S* Action Report CTG 77.5 (CCMINRON 2), Minesweeping Operatioin in
Surigao Strait and Ley-te Gulf, Serial 0111, October 29th, 1944.

*'N War Diaries Ships concerried, Octobwr 2119t, 1944.
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Sweep Ur a TWO and Tiff=• (MINDrV's FOURTEEN and THIRTEENrespe. 4ively*) and MINDIV THIRTY-FOUR were engaged in these clearance sweeps

of Arba SWEEP.**

A total of forty ioored chemical-horn variety mines were
reported swept all of which were in Area SWEEP (Main ship channel),***
giving a cumulative total for the operations of 267 mines (227 for the 17th -

20th inclusive plus the above forty). Later CTG 77.5 indicated taat an
additional twelve iines of similar type, previously unreported, had been
swept on this day.**** This increased the reported total to date to 279
mines. It appears that sixty-three mines were actuzlly swept this date,
giving an actual cumulative total of 285 mines.

Since these minesweeping operations, vitally important though
they were, had by the end of this day removed the bulk of the Japanese mine
menace, they will not be further treated in this analysis except for the
following summary:

(a) Minesweeping operations by AM's and YMS's were continued
through October 23rd. The former continued to sweep Area SWEEP; the latter
tne areas above enumerated. All mines swept on these later days were of the
moored chemical--horn variety.

(b) The numbers swept on the succeeding days of the operation
with the cumulative total were as follows:

Day's Sweep Cumulative Total

Reporte- oy : Actual from Reported by : Actual from
CG 77._ : ;hip Kenorts CrG 77. : Ship Reports

Oc r z2nd 20 16b 2P) - : .301

October 23rd 16)** :0* 302

(c) •e figure of I , mines was tne number given by CTG 77.5
vi his action reporx as the tx tl ntunber of mines swept.

Action Report. CTG 77.5 (C( -TGNRON 1•, esweeptng Operations in

Surigao Strait and Lei e Gulf, SeI-,,, 0111, Octobetr ".tn. 1944.

** + War Diaries Ships concerneu, Octouer 1•lst, 1944.
**-" CTG 77.5 flisnAtch 2115•59 Oitobf ? L044 to CTF'.
**** cr( 77.5 Di)3ptch 22()830) October 1944 to CT' 77.
*** An estimated figur baised )n th' differe 'r! between CTG 77.',':, totalti

for October 2Qnd and 21nl.
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October 21st

(6) Operations of CTG 70.1 (Motor Torpedo Boats), October 21st.

At the beginning of the day = 70.1, in OYSTER SAY, with
WA(MAPRKAaUM, WILLOUGHBY, HALF MO0N, MTBWONS SEVEN, TWELVE, TWENYI-ONE,
THUITM-THREE, and five PT's of MTBRON THIRTY-SIX plus one navy aircraft
rescue boat and an ara' QS boat, was bearing 3O23(T), distant seventy miles
from the entrance to Leyte Gulf, proceeding along route SHEARWATER at nine
knots.*

At 0000 he entered Leyte Gulf.**

Sometime between 0600 and 1145 he detached the HALF MOON to
report for duty to CTG 73.7 (Comnander Advanced Group-Fleet Air Wing TEN)
in SAN CARLOS,.***

At 1200, in accordance with instructions from CTF 78, he
anchored his task group in the PT boat dispersal area off Dio Island (to
the eastward of Tacloban), San Pedro Bay.****

On arrival be reported to CTF 77 for duty. At 1339 that
ciurander advised CAAF SOWESPAC and C.G. FIFTH Air Force that (a) Allied PT
boats would commence operations that evening in the southern entrances to
San Juanico Strait and Surigao Strait, and the northeastern portion of
Mindanao Sea, (b) CTG 70.1 would advise them direct of PT boat opeations
contemplated in CAAF SOWESPAC's operating area west of the eastern Philip-
pines.I

During the late afternoon CTG 70.1 directed ten MTB's to
deploy from their tenders for initial operations in San Pedro Bay in accord-
ance with CTF 77 basic instructions which prescribed that PT operations
would conmence the night of D+1 day in PT operating areas 91, 1OOM vA 101
(Plate XxViII).****** He had already advised all interested comiands that
for the night of October 21st - 22nd he would station two pairs of MTB's in
lower Surigao Strait (Area lOM); one pair in the Mindanao Sea off the
northern tip of Mindanao (Area 91); one pair off the west coast of Panaon
(Area 101); and one pair off the southern entrance to San Juanico Strait,
and gave the radio call of the senior boat cf each pair.**

* War Diaries OYSTER BAY, WACHAPREAGUE end WILLOUGH1IY, October 20th
and 21st, 1-944.

*War Diary OYSTER BAY, October 21st, 1941.
War Diary HALF MOON, October 2ist, 1944.
War Diaries CTG 70.1 and MTBRON 33, October 21st, 1944; also CTF 77
Visual Dispatch 210250 October 1944 to CTG 70.1.

SCTrF 77 Dispatch 210439 October 1944 to CAAF SOWESPAC and C.G. 5TH
Air Force.

"*H"• CANF "P&ZFSPAC Operation Plan No. 13-44, Serial O0022A, September
26th, 1944, Appendix 5 to Annex E.

* CTG 70.1 Dispatch 171257 October 1941 to CTF's 77, 78, 79, and all
interested in MTB Operations.
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THE "OAIGINAL OBJECTIVE .SSIGNFD THESE MTBS IS NOWILTJE
STATE) IN THE BASIC ORDERS. HOWEVER, IT StEXS (AS SHOWN LATER IN THF GEN-
ERA' PLAN PARAGRAPH) TO HAVE B',& MORE OF A DESTRIUCTION OBJECTIJVE THAN A
PROTTE"'TON OBJECTIVE, ALTHOUGH THERE *"E INDICATIONS THAT THE:SE MIT'S WERE
ALSO (•lGINALLY ASSI@IED A PROTECTiON .j3JECTIVE; I.E., THE DISCOVERY OF
"EOf MTB'S ANT JB3ARINES ATTEMPTING TO ENTER THE GULF. (SINCE THE MTB'$
HAD NO SOUND GEAR, SUBMARINES COULD CNTV BE DISCOVER• ON THlE SURFACE )
4OEM, SINCE ThME HAD BEEN ,. NUMMBh oF DISPATCHES (NWYTrAILY BY (n(THIRDFLT)
0ON(ZNING TOKYO flPRESS OPERATIONS, IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT AN ADDTTIOIAL PRo(-
TEC'ION OB1 :ýrIVE; I.E., THE PREVENTION OF AN UNDETECTED APPROACH OF JAPt-
NME FORCES INTO L•E GUL., WAS ASSIt '"Z THESE MTBmS ON THIS DATE, WHICH
OBJECT'VE WAS GIVEN 'ZIMARY IMPORTANCE. THIS VIEW WAS S(PPORTh) (A) TO A
DEGREE By CTG 79.71, W MC IN HIS ACTION REPORT, STATED THAT IUS UNrtS WERE
EKING 1N4OVFD FROM LOtL.. £URIGAO STRAIT BECAUSE THE "PT BOATS HAD ARRIVED
"IV TAKE OVER PATJOL OF THE LOWER STRAIT,"* (B) BY CTF 77IS ACTION AT 1541 IN
MAKISfl EFFECTIVE HARBOR DEFENSE PLAN NO. ONE, WHICH DIRECTED, IN PART, T1ýT
TG 77.2 WAS TO WITHDRAW FROM TiE, TRANSPORT AND FIRE SUPPORT AREAa AND WAS TO
PROG&D TO TiE SOUTHEWN AREA OF LFTTE GULF WHERE IT WAS TO bEE!'D THE GULF
DURING LUUKNESS ¶GAINWT THE ENTRY OF HOSTILE SURFACE FORCES FROM SITHET THE
EA.TERN OR SOUTHERN ENTRANCE TO SURIGAO STRAIT,** AND (G) (IN 1955) By CTQ
70.1, WHO STATED IN REPLY TO A QUERY VHEREGN,*** "I(24R DIAGNOSIS IS CORRECT-.
THE Ob&ECTIVE OF THE. BOATS THE FIRST NIGHT OR TWO WAS 'In PREVENT THE UNDE-
TECTED APPROACH OF JAPANESE FORCES (INCLUDWNG MOTOR BARGES AN) SMALL CRAFT)
IN"() LEYTE GULF VIA SURIGAC STRAIT OR SAN JUANICO STRAIT. THIS OnBECTIVE
WAS ASSIGNED EITHER BY SEPARATE DISPATCH FROM C(S4SEMVTMTHfLT OR BY CZFWYENCE
A" HCILAND'" PRIOR TO THE OPERATION. IT WAS PASSED ON TO THE PTIS Of CONFKR-
11NCE AND BRIEFING".*M**

Tt's objective was in support of thme trther effectt desiredl;
i.e., the support objective assigned by 010 70.1 in paragraph "t'e" (the
general plan paragraph fur the entire FT boat conraard) of his b1tsi,- ordare
wherein he stated:

"This task group will support the ground foices in thc occu-
pation of Leyte, Philippine Islands by carrying out, offensive pk.trole along
the eneay-held coast, seeking out and destroying enemy shipping, barge
traffic and shore installations. Boats .11 operate during the initial

• Action Report CTG 79.11 (CCEROI454YAttak on Leyts Island,
Central Philippines, October 20th - 26ti, 1944, Serial 059, November12th' 194.

S* CTF 77 itqnatch 210641 October 1944 to CrF's >4 and 79, CTOP 7742
and 77.3, infc all TFC's and TGO's of 7THFLT.

•** Comnodore R. W. Bat-n. USN(Rrot), Head, World War Ii &attle Evaluation
Group, Naval War Colleg,, letter of December 15th, 1955 to Captain
S.S. Bowllng, U3SN, who, at tl.° Battle for Leyte G'Uf, was CTG 70.1.

• *** Captain S.S. Bowliný, USN, letter c! December 27th, 1955, to Gcmrmodore
R.W. Bates, USN(Ret), Head, World War 11 Battlp ?;valuaLan Group,
"Naval War College.
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operations entirely- from tenders and floatiin, wiulpment. ;hen t~hk% PT advance
base is sufficient.*r establishcd, boats wMA. operate from the base &3o"

4he disposition of th Mlhs (t.u, off San JuMco 3r4 tI ~ ~Appears 'co have boon~ 11urA4, but C7TF 7719s dispotit4 uxi of the M(B~s (eight.)
off the southern atpproaches i- Suirigao Strait 4,pears unsou~nd if 'h(, "pro-
vent~ionu of an -;dostected apprivth, objecttive, either of' large 'cr t'ma& craft,,
-sms to be acoupl:shed~. This ream so fo r, if It wes desidrabl, to lizr.t~ the
ruweber of boates on pa~trol the first nig'P or t":Of (apparently to tea boats),
it. was imAportant oo to &t~etion tha remaining eigxr. boats that, the oAlective
could he accomplished without fail.

This was parti.nzlarly so turmce the flivko scroeeuing destroyers
which' had been occupying I.reening Statto.no Nos,, 27, ý8., 29,r 30, and 31
(Klate VIII) in lower ftrigan Str~tt, oatd beer ordare-d byr MT 79 at 1500 to
reti'-r, to their ori.ginal $crooening "Stationa Nos., 3,, 4, 51 610 7"K in upper
Swligao strait, thercby lce.'ving '.he lower i~trait widde open. A3 the distance
%aetweer. the latter screei trng statlonn and~ the 6ntrance to 30urigao Strait ib
about tkii4.v-:rive utlesr, the nzý'Iessii',y for closing the lower ý,.ntrance to

3ulgova 5-4rait becomes &pparent. k, oocntact on approaching enemiy ships here
by '~ torpooio boat, world pz-ovide about two hours advance notice to CTF
7' in tht Zulf.

WE.SD ON THIS THOU(r., DOES IT NOT SEED4 THAT IT! WOULD HAVE
DMIE MCRE COR1UECT IMDE CTF 77 STATI0NE (A) SIX O)F THE EIGffr MTh tS IN SMRIGAO
STRAT BETWEEN BINIT POITM (PA?4A1f flLANIM) AND IRTwA POINT (MINlDANAO IbLAND),

AD(B) 7WJ, RAIMI~ TITAN FOMr, 14TBO-W BETWEE? B)LAA POINT AND IIV.POP ISLAND,
AWD In HAVE AVIDED THE hWLO'TMM OF TVi' OPETAM~G ARJEA-3 IN THIS PARTICUL AR

'111, reaiiovra for limiting the Aumber of XTBD,. on pat~rol the
first night or so were: (a) tna bo'ats, s4iich were not bel't or manned for
susta~ined c-ruising, had just canplet&-l a two-Cay trip fror.i Koseol Roads,
Palau., iindei' their own~ power which required rest. for the crews axmi voyage
repairs; (b) it was necesszary to conserve (1) fueol (the only sure cource of
gas tt'e first 'w days was f,he iliirtted supply in the towcers), (2) the boats,
until the drydo-nr had not only been positioned but had been put into opera-
tion (this was so because, otherwisef exti-nsive shaft or hull repairs could
nnt be accompli~shtoI)*** and thf drydocks were ncot -u t~o Arrive until D+5.*

Actually, of the ton MTIB's ordered to ptLro". this night, xily
four took st,)tion ati directedl; i.e., the pair (PJ'ts 524- and L525) covering

07h',\ 70.1 Operations Plan No; .- ,4, October 5t~h, 1944.
SAction Report CTrG 79.13 (C0KDURC.N 514), Attack on Leytc Island, Central

Philippb eý , Oct~cher 90th - 26th, 1-944, Serial 0,59, Nov'emb~lr 12th, 1944.
**Captain S.S., Bowling, USN, letter or [t--cesmber 27th, 1955, to Conmmxo've

R.W. Bates, 0SN(Ret), Ifead, World War .11 Bewttle Y.Valatin. Gircuzp,
Naval War Coll~ege.
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San Juanico Strait and the pair (PT's 129 and 492) in ArO. 7O=,* This sup-
ports t•e statement of CTG 70.1 above that motor torpedo boata, after -, long
cruise, are likely to req,.re voyage repairs before conw•ncing ope'ations.

It seems probable that the two MTBts in Arex 100M moved outh
to cover the southern entrance to Surigao Strait for •OUMMX SEVEN stated
in his War Diary that "PT'O 129 and 4.92 patrolled the southern entrance to
SuriW~a Strait". By this, it Is assumed that he meant that hit boats,, in
order to acoompliah the "%zvention of au undetected approach" objective,

had automatically taken station on a line somewhere betrwan bu.t Point and
WiAS Point.

IF TIS ASSUMPTION IS CORRECT, THE ACtION OF THE COMMANDER
OP• THF• MTB'S WAS A130 C1•UT FORK BY CRAGIG HIS 011 OFDF£S, HE WAS NOT

ONLY IN CONSONANCE WITH HIS O3MANDERIS PLAN BUT WAS CLEA1UY BETTER ABLE TO
ACCONPT.ISH %M5 00M• m NDER'S OB)=CTIVE.

SUCH MODIFICATION BY A C04MMIDER OF HIS BASIC ORDFRS IS
SOUND PMMWM W40 THAT MWANDER DOES NOT HAVE TIME TO COMUNICAT WITH
YHE PRCPER AUTH(EITT. CERTAINLY, THE OYSTER BAY WAS WELL BE0OND THE RANGE
OF VOI(,'g RADIO AND TIME WAS NOT AVAILARE TO AWAIT THE TRANS(ITTAI OF RADIO
DISPATCHES. THE ABI•hTT OF A COMMANDER TO REOOGNIZE THAT THE SITUATION NOW
PRESNTS A NEW PROBIM AND THE WILLINGRESS OF THAT COMMANDER TO TAKE ACTION
THK!9OJ TO PR &5E.VE THE INTEGOtITY OF THE BASIC FLAN IS A PRIME QUALIFICATION
FOR COMM0AD.

At 2028 he advised 0TF 77 and all interested in MTB opera•
tions of his PT intentions for the night of Occtobur 22nd - 23rd.** Since,
in t*his message, he indicated that he had only orvIcred six MH'rEs to patrol
wher•iA: for the first night's operation he had anticipated his availability
and had ordered ten MTB's on pa&rol stations, it is evident that Lis required
voyage repairs were more extensive then he had expected a2nx he had reduced
his patrolb accordingly. His present intentions were for his lTB• s to patrol
in pairs in areas 1OOM and 101 -iid across the San Pedro Bay entrance to San
Juanico Straits the night of October 22nd - 23rd.

S* '". D[)jrj.s of MTB Sqtadrons 7., 12, 21, 33 and& 3,ctobr 31st, 1944.

-4 M- 70.1 DirpvAtch 211i13 October 1944 to TF's 77, 78, 79, CTG 70.1
BasO Se4p, irinfo all interestetI in MTb operatio~ts.
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(b) Operations of CTF ',I (3utwrner~, West Australia), Octob*eL 219t.

CTF 71, from his hah Iqt.rtern at P~srih, wateaed tha developing
situation. He knew, of course, thct, -a view of 1he Allied landing opera-
tions on Leyte of the previous OV, or.--- counteroperatioz~ could be expected
but, from the scmewhat casual =aer wi.th whicli he a.Uiled his wutm-rines (as
pointed out 'oder 9Opexation* o. CT? I, C, tobe'" 20t- i), it is dcdbtful if he
expected counteraction in strong i. Hmwever, zince (a) certain oP his iub-
marines had been specifically tUrected t, report -ctacts on enenq combatant
ships a* soon as possible, (b) ;e clea-ly felt f-om this that all cf his sub-
marines uould do likewise, and (e) if thcr. -as -o be ny counter,.ction his
submarines wald soon be reporting It he n.ted such reports.

He know., of course, that, wince Ototei '.'h, when che advar,--e
forces of TF 77 had commenced 'their opexitý.ns in Le. ie Gulf, and u.,&il to-
day, his submarines had contacted merchant conxoys only; i.e., thv BLUEGILL
on October 19th when she had reported sixikir. ,ree " argo ships, and the
HOO•tRHEAD on October 20th when she also rmprted s-ink-ig thi-e Larg( ships.
He realized that there 1'ad been some question ;-bout the BREAM' c-ntact at
0300 October 18th when she had reported t!,-3e o0: four- lar&e ships, but, since
this contact (which, incidenta~ly, had been b radar) had not jpen ,etec. ed
again, he likely felt that it mas of no inMP0ta e,.

He also knew that (a) there ws some question about the comp-si-
tion of the Japanese force r~ported by aircraft .- Fare Par* Bay, Ce.Aebea
and (b) there had been some contacts on Cr!)at&.At lor,.es in i he we.ýtern
Pacific on the previous day (Plate III) by cthe" Aiiýd imitn but tbese can-
tacts were few in number and of no particular imnortar.ace.

At 0151 he (a) directed the BLUEGI.LL .o proceed to Mios Woendi
via Mindoro Strait, Sibutu Pas~agt. wid the Joint Zones; thert. to repleniuih
and await orders, and (b) advised the ANGlER that the" BLUEGILL hal rpp( rted
that the con-oy had been (at 1715) In the vicinity c .' C-pi C•-L,,Ite and wcuid
probably round Lubang sluand to the northward bfo.- heading south.*

He commenced hearing fiora hio comma: J sometime in t,,e early Morn
ing. At this time he received a dispatch (a) froia the RAM4'&W*EAD rep rting
sinking three cargo ships from ; southbound convoy west uf Miri for a tutal
of 22,500 tons at 0300 on the previous tirning," and (b) from the wolf pack
commander, who was al-o the ýoýuanding Officer DARTER, rwh-orting the results
of his patrol and stating, in part, that at "11140 ctobe I9• , I i Latituue
O9°-O9)N, Longitude 117 0-03'E, both boatsi (DACE and DARTAR) misi;ed in simul-
taneous attack on one of two southbourd kl¶WKI's who int3rruptoe a powwow.
Samne destroyers at same point northbound 0500 today (October 20th). If no
BLUEGILL convoy by night twenty-first, plan depart area. DA•IMhR can re-
main" ,*U*

* CTF 71 Dispatch 201651 October 1944 to TG 71.1.

** W�ar Diary CTF 71 October a1;t, 1944.
*P* DARTER Dispatch 201530 October 1.944 to --tF 71.
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From this latter dispatch, .t 1 e-r th t (1.F 71., if he had not
suspected it before, now knew that caiX , .s , ba. Stralt 'utarded but,
0iDo, both submiarinres wre smw ninetý wilbz wed wrne to the. ofI
their assigned statimv.

He took no action !n t.his matter. Ptrhapa he felt that (a) in
view of his dispatch (as C 7 ?1.!) to the DA•i.Lb and DACE on the nineteenth,
reporting the RATON's estiwt6 of t)eb iocs•ion yvem po. f the %.UE-
GIL'ie convoy at 0400 October 19th At noythe- rc otr f ?0l4an Pas zge,
course 1900 (T), speoed six knots",,* tiý N.0don by the su.arine wolf pack
comander w•s to have beow expected, o •b ha'ng received no contacs of
importance on the previous d&•, thiet temporary deviatior, from his orders se
within the ,oupetenwe of the wolf pack comiandeit, or (c) since the landing
had oact'rred succ*mefMly, guarding ihe approaches to Balabac Strait and
southen, PFlawan Pasmage was no longer of primary importaince, or (d) since
the two subairinns were to cvqiotc their patrols at awsn•t on this day ardi
to then depart the bea, it mes umnecsssary to take further action even
though he may have ,Iivapproved of the cor~uct of thc volf pack corma•der,

Ln connection with item (a) above, it in not clear whethor CTF 71
sent such diepatches about. merchant shipping merely as informatick) so as to
alert his subwar"nes along the prospective line of advance of the enemy unit
or convoy, or whether b6 meant by this action to assign to these subwarines
a new obJmcttve; i.e., uthe destruction of this unit or convoy", which objec-
tive had a priority over th4Ar basic objectives. Thir confusion arises be-
cauba, although these dispatches seem purely informative and vithout the
force of an order, tho:: mere nevertheless interpreted repeatedly by the sub-
marine -ommanders as poses~aing an overriding priority. The actions of the
DACE and D#JMý . are a case in point. Whether or not such overriding priority
existed withp.n TF 71 is not clear Aor there 1, nothing in the information
available to this axvdlysis which authorizes a TF 7). submarine conmiaider to
depart his station in responae to c contact report specifically addressed to
him by his couander. lkvwever, since there waM such authority within TF 17,
contained in the folloveing quote: "Whenever a position given in such a dis-
patch is outside of an assigns!d area or off the route prescribed., it ýWy be
interpreted by the aubmartne addrassed ai authority to proceed to the posi-
tion indicated, The sulrear-ine should return to her prescribed area or inoute
as soon as contact and attack has been made, or after the expiration of a
reasonable time if contact it not "doe", 4 * it is poasible that similar
authority existed within TF 71.

The fact that the conwnding officers of submarines, and the wolf
pack coimwandera, who made such deviations, were almost never-if ever-
criticizei by their immediats superiore in their endorsements to the patrolI reports seems to indicate that such deviations met with the approval of these
superiors. It seams likely that. the superiors interpreted CAMF 5OWESPAC

C TOG 71.1 Dispatch 1901,48 October 1944. Lo TG 71 .ibA ar1 (EVETER).
** CTF 17 Operation Plan No. 1-43, Serial ORT(7, June 24tti, 1943, Annex A,

Paragrsph 63140(f).
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operation Plpn Number 1244 . . ..r.i. that comader stated awhile continuing

pres•ent .sion5 to the fullest extent praoticableU,* to a*i that sinking of

ona shipping ,e to enjoy A continued high priority.

pointed out in Vol=* IT$ the present mission of all sumariu*s was, as given

in their operation orders, "to destroy eneay shipping and to deny the U11e of

vital traffic lanes by the Wployift of rnrestricted submarine warfare" .**

CT? 71'3 TACIT APPROVAL OF THE ACTIONS OF HIS SUTMARINE CCMAND-

IS I UM3• TO DESTWM SHIPPING DESPITE ORDERS TO REMAIN ON A DEFINITE

STATIrO TMH A DEFINITE OBJECTIVE SUPPORTS ACA" WHAT WAS SAID IN VOLUME I

ON THIM SUMBJEC. THERE, IT WAS STATED THAT THE SUDWA&ENES "WERE TOO FEW IN

NMW AND Too LOOSW DISPMM TO AOCCMPLISH ADEQUATELY THEIR ASSIMED

OBJECTIVES WITH RjuATION TO OPERATION KING II WHILE AT THE SAME TIME COMNTIU-

ING PRWST OPERATIONS, I.E., ANTISHIPPING PATROLS. THERE WAS A MMUCTANC

IN SW AC, AXDE, AS SW BE ShW LATER IN POA ALSO, To LIMIT SUBMARINE
AHImppiud OPERATIONS IN ORDE TO SUPPORT KING I, MORE EFFECTIVMu¥- TH13

SUS TO HAVE BW DUE PRIMARILY TO THE B&IEF THAT MAJOR ELEMEWTS OF THE

;APAWESZ FLEET WOULD N(Or BE INVOLVW IN OPPOSITION TO THE ALLIED LANDINGS AT

LZE. IT MAY ALSO HAVE BEEN DUE, IN PART, TO THE FACT THAT THE HABU OF
SUCCESS OF A SUMRI OC IA G OFFIC, WAS OFTa 'TONNAGE OF SHIPPING

SUNK' AND HE WAS DECOPATED ACCORdIN(a.T NATURALLY, MANY SUAINE C IDG

OFFICEMS DID NOr VIEW WITH FAVOR THDSE ASSIGNMENTS WHICH TENDED TO R)VE

THI FEM THE ANTISHIPPING FIELD. IN THIS THEY WE3E OFTEN SUppORTED BY THE

DIVISION, SQUADRON AND FORCE OcD•WDERS, 1410 BELIEVED THAT THE CORRECT 96-

PLanMT OF SUBMARINES WAS AGAINST SHIPPING, AND NOT IN DIRECT SUPPORT 01

PLM; OPERATIONS"".4**

At thi3 time CTF 71 ws likely seriously concer ed about the con-

tinuing departuro of his submarines from their patrol areas, for from his

deploymnt plot, he could see that mnzy of the positions, which he had ad-

vised CTF 77 would be occupied by his submarineS fro October 15th 25th,

(Plate ]) were now vacant with only one or two replace6Mts possible.

He kmew, of course, that on this day, Bmless ho took immdi-

ate action, the subemrines ELUEGiLL, HANKER'IAD, DACE, DARTER, ROCK, BERGALL,

and BONEFISH mnld depart the area because of completion of their patrols.

He also knew that the 1WS(E]EAD' A relief--the GUFMAF4---w& already in the
HW4E KfjAD' s area, but he bad no relief, b wwdiately avail>ble for the other

six submarines, althoLu~ (A) the BIACKFIN, from TF 17, .as en route and was

expected to report to him for duty on the foliowing d but would still

be well to the north and therefore wonld not be available for several days,

(b) the HARE, CaO.R, •HRDHEAD, GUMNEL, and MUSKALLUNGE wore en route from

FreMntle but could not srriv* ov station before October 25th, and (c) the

* CANF SO•3PAC Operation Fian No.12-44, Serial 00019A, September 25th,

19414,, Paragraph (3)(h). tohesvre cnred
* CTG 71.1 Operation Orders to the autmarirs concerned.
*se Volusme I, Battle for Leyte Gulf (NavPers 91973), Naval War cblloge,

Chapter I, Sectinn (e)(2)(b).

* F CT? 17 Diepatch 190215 Octo#r 1944 to CTF 71.
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CMUIA from TF 17 wuld soon be reporting but since this submarine would not
report until she had oomplated her patrol with TF 17 (at which time would
be wall to the north in Luson Strait) it me likely that she would only have
enoug fNel oil to take her to Fremantle,

He now commenced re-estimating the situtiont~c o ascertain vhat

could be done to alleviate in part this unhappy shortage of submarines.

An a result of his re-estimation of the situation, he found itnecessary to issue three disptcthes during the afternoon:I

I.I(a) The first dispatch was to the TMXCHUS, which was retiring
from the area, In this dispatch he asked the TZEMCil to report whether or
not she was clear of area 11 *as the TANTALUS was heading for that area an

route hir patrol station;*

(b) In the second dispatch he directed (1) the HAMOMEAD to do-
part her area at dark on this day and to retire to Fremantle-he did this be-
cause the GURNARD, which was now in her patrol area west of Borneo, wme in
position to relieve the HANKERHEAD in that e.rea, and (2) the DACE to depart
her area at sunset on the following day (October 22nd) and to retire to
Fremntle**--he did this because she was low on fuel;

(c) The third dispatch was to the ROCK, BERGALL and DARTER, In
this dispatch he (1) informed these three submarines that he planned to keep
them on station for a few more days, and (2) advised them, that if they were
forced to depart prior to receipt of (new) orders, they were to notify him,**

The nature of this dispatch indicates that (a) CTF 71 was not at
all sure of the ability of the ROCK and HFRGALL to remain on station; but
since he had heard nothing from them, he clearly felt that their cruises had
been uneventful; and therefore, they had sufficient fue). oil and torpedoes to
ramain for a few days longer; and (b) although he knew to a degree about the
DARTMIRs ability to ranain in the area (the Comanding Officer DARTER had
indicated an ability to do so if necessary), he was not sure for how long.

It seems likely that in selecting these three submarines CTF 71
was primarily motivated ty the tact that it was importart at this time to
discover any movement of enery forces to the north. He knew that there were
indications from the fact that oilers had been ordered to the Pescadores thMt
the FIRST St king Force might be en route north.**** Since these throe sub-
marines would be across such a movement, it was Important to keep them on
station as long as possible.

*� CTF 71 Dispatch 210321 October 3gWJ to ThL1WACHUS.
**• CTF 71 Dispatch 210528 October 1944 to TG's 71r1, 71.7, Z4L (DACE and

S*** CTF 71 Dispatch 210536 October 1944 to CTG 71.1 (ROPA, BERGALL and
DARTE).
W E, SOWLSPA( Dispatch 171536 October 1941 to C(ISOWESPAG.

t315 h Th



CTF 71
SLOctober Ztst

This mae a soud concpt, bet the disposition weakness lay in
the fact that neither the BDOK, DARTER nor MRGALL were on atation. As
pointed out (a) under PROMK and MEMLL, October 20thW, these two entmarines
were an route to the sea arive south of Saigon and, consequently, were far
remved from their assigned stations, and (b) under *DAkTER, October 20th",
the DARTmR, which had been guArding Balabac Strait, we also far reoved
from that station. However, in the case of the latter submrie, ho app"r
to have left it to the ce)wtence of the comnmnding officer (vho, it will be
recalled, wae also the wolf pwck commander) to choose a position which would
likely intercept Japanese forces headed either for Balabac Strait or for
Palawan Passage.

IF THIS WAS 1IS REASON, IT WAS SOUND, FOR SUBORDINATE OKUNDERS
ARK CHOM CaUSI OF THEIR NILITARr CHARACTER. IT WOLD NOr ONLY BE UNWISE,
BU VLD BE INCONSISTOT WITH THE ATTAIiMEWN OF MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING, IF
THE SUPUIIR 00STANTLY ISSUED ORDERS AND ALLOWED NO DISETION ON THE PART
OF THE SUBORDINATE. IT SHOULD B .$TRESSD 1=0 THAT THE FINAL AIM OF MUTJAL
SUNDERSTANDING IS TO ARRIVE AT THE HA]PP SITUATION tWH A SUBORDINATE, IN THE
ABSEN( OF INSTRUCTIONS, ACTS INSTINCTIVELY AS HIS DHMDIATE SUPERIOR WOULD
HAVE HIM ACT, AND ALSO COPERATES INTELLIGENTLY WITH COORDINATE OWMANDERS
ON HIS SAME ECHO.

At 1514 he infor-ed his comnand, and particularly his boats off
Luson, that (a) a contact had been made by aircraft at 0240 on a seven-ship
convoy in Latitude 171-42'N, Longitude fll9-03sz, a•.d (b) no course and speed

:* had been given.* Since he believed that the submarines off Lnzon consisted
of the COD, BREAM, GUITAFRO ard AM•GLER, it was for these four boats that he
intended this dispatch.

At 1518, without waiting for the COMIA to report for duty from
CTF 17, he sent her a dispatch wherein he directed that at 1800, when in
apprwoimate Latitude 8°-30'N, Longitude llVO-O0'E, she was to proceed on a
southerly course west of that longitude and thence to Fremantle via Mindoro
Strait, Sibutu Pass, Makassar and Loabok Straits.**

At approximately 1527 he likely received a dispatch from C.G.
FIFTH Air Force to the effect that the photos taken at 1300, October 20th
of Pare Pare Bay showed that (a) there was no important shipping there,
(b) the total shipping consisted of J80 tons, including one stack-aft
freighter and several small freighters (from 200 to 500 tons), and (c) there
were no warships.*** This dispatch mas of importance because the previous
report had stated that there were many large vessels there.*S** He now knew
that, excepting for sowe small craft, the harbor was empty.

* CTF 71 Dispatc h 0 October 194 to TG 71.1 (Luson Boats).
*• • CTF 71 Dispatch 210618 October 194 to CTG 71.1, Z4L (COeIA).
•** C.G. 5TH Air Force Dispatch 211333/I October 1944 to CAAP SOW5PAC.
S* CTF 71. Dispatch 191524 October 1944 to TG 71.7, Z4L/I (TANTIVI).
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At 1746 he issued instruction* to HOE, BATA and SEA ROVER con- !
cerning their entrance into port on the followdng day.*

IWhther or not he (a) chose to interpret tne seven small
freigters referrod to above as two large freighters, or (b) rw seived the
dispatch incorrectly, or (c) received another dispatch, not aysilable to
this analysis, is not known, but it is known that at 1859 he advised the
TANTIVY that a plane had reported there were two large ships in Latitude
O%6-02'S, Longitude I129-371E (Pare Pare Bay), at about l100 that day.**

At 1M10 he intercepte a dispatch from COKSEVEITHFLT to CAAF
SOWWAC stating, among other things, that Coron Bay was a "highly likely
cuoentration or fueling area for important elements of the Japanese fleet
that may attempt to strike against our Leyte forces", and requesting that
the area be kept under the closest air observation.*** He probably wondered
w it was that he had not been included as an action addressee for, as
pointed out above, he believed that the (OBIA wmuld presently be heading
southward through Kindoro Strait and the ELUEGILL (also southbound), from
his plot, wme already in the vicinity of that strait. He took no action,
presumably feeling that since the LAPON (which had departed the Coron area
on October 20th, having been there since October 16th on lifeguard duty) had
noted nothing, it wes preferable to leave its reconnaissance to the aircraft.

At 1843, having heard from the HOE (which we returning to Fro-
mantle) that at 1444 she had sighted, in Latitude 29o-15SS, Longitude 1120-
3413, a submarine which had submerged, he advised the HOE, BAYA, SEA ROVER,
GROWUR and HAKE to this effect, and informed them that the first three sub-
marines were southbound and the last two northbound, and that all five were
probably in the same general vicinity.**** He sent this dispatch to warn
all five submarines thut the submarine sighted here was Likely friendly, and
to proceed with caution,

Since it was known that (a) the HOE, BAYA and SEA ROVER were fast
approaching Fremantle-in fact, the HKOE had given an ErA at Fremantle of
0600*5* and the BATA and SEA ROVER of 0700 October 22nd,**N+** and (b) the
HAKE and CRLU had left Fremantle on the previous day (October 20th), which
fact had been given to the command by CTO 71.1 at 2213 on the previous even-
ing,***W** it is not clear how this confusion occurred. Perhaps the HOE
had failed to receive the ir-formation.

* CTG 71.1 Dispatch 210846 October 1944 to TG's 71.1 and 71.771k--
BAYA, SEA ROM').

** CTF 71 Dispatch 210959 October 1944 to T 71.7, Z4L/I (TANTIVY).
SO*(X7THFLT Dispatch 210526 October 1944. to CAAF SOWSPAC, C.G. 5TH

Air Force, info OC(SOWESPAC, OOM3RDFLT.
CTY 71 Dispatch 210943 October 1944 to TGt s 71.1, 717, Z4!./2 (HOE,
BATA, SEA ROMER, GROWLER, AKE).

* War Diary CTF 71, October 19th, 1944.
e # War Diary CTF 71, October 18th, 1944.
i '*• CTG 71.1 Dispatch 201313 October 1944 1 TG's 71.1, 71.7, Z4.L/2.
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That CTF 71 realized the danger of the situation is clear for,
but fourteen minutes later (at 1857), he advised all submarines that the
CUM& and HAPDBOAD bad departed Fremautle that day and that the former was
proceeding to areas A7 - A9 via Darwin, Makassar Strait and Mindoro Strait,
and the latter was proceeding via &mouth Gulf, Lombok Strait, Sibutu Pass
and Mindoro Strait to area A4 where she was to form a wolf pack with the
GWWR and HA.*

At approximately 2010 he received a dispatch** from C.G, THIR-
TUT Air Force reporting that at 1115 that day a plane had vighted one
battleship, three light cruisers, three destroyers and six unidentified ships
in Latitude 030-301N, Longitude 10-40%'E, on course 1700 (T), speed fifteen
knots. He took no action on this dispatch, likely because the PADDLE, which
was patrolling across the northern entrance to Makassar Strait, and the sub-
marines LAPOW and RATON (Which were southbound) and the CUO (from CTF 72 and
which was northbound) should be in the vicinity. If the contact was correct,
he likely felt that one of the above submarines would make a contact.

At 2228 he received a dispatch from COMNAVGRPCHINA (a) reporting
many aircraft contacts on merchant shipping during the past three days and
as recently as 1300 on this day along the Tourane (Annam) and Hong Kong
routes mostly moving northeast, and (b) suggesting that wm of this traffic
was probably from southern Haini n.*** Since he had no submarines in this
area--the upper limit of his area was Latitude l80-30'N-and had no sub-
marines available to dispatch to the area between Tourane and southern
Hainan, it seems probable that he hoped that the BERGALL might encounter
som of this shipping but, since he did not advise her of the above contact
report, it also seems probable that he preferred to have her remain on
station (41ý.ch she might not do if she knew of excellent prospects to the
north).

(1) BREAM and GUITARIO.

(a) During this day the BREAM, generally on the surface, con-
tinued on toward her patrol station in A3 - AT. She submerged on occasione,
presumably because of eneny aircraft, but once because of a contact on a
periscope. Except for the above and for the fact that she contacted (a) at
0340 the LAJON., and (b) at 1601 what she thought was the BLUEGILL (periscope
sighting only), but which was clearly a false contact since no Allied or
Japanese submarines were in this vicinity at this time, her day's run was
unevent-fd.l She steamed on this day 256 miles, and at widadght was just
entering Mindoro Strait.****

* NTG 71.1 Dispatch 210957 October 1944 to TG's 71.1 akxi 71.7, ZL/2.-
** C.G. 13TH Air Force Dipatch 211922/1 October 1944 to AOIC (all

interested in current operations).
*** CINCPAC Dispatch 211206 October 1944 Lo COSUBPAC, (XOSUBDOWYSPAC, Info

CCMINCH, OW3M3RDFLT, and all TFC's awy TGC't 3RDFLT (Re-encypherment of
O(XNAVGRPCHINA Dispatch 210600 October• 1944 to CINCPAC, COMSUBPAC,
C(•U dSOWESPA C).

'-**I* ar Patrol Report IMAM, Report of 3RD War Patrol, Scrial 021-44,

November 22nd, 1944; also Deck Log BREAM, October 2s!t, 1944.

318



CrF 71
S~ October 21st

(b) During the day the GUITARRO continued northward through
the Sulu Sea toward her patrol station. At 0728, owing to the approach of
ens aircraft, she sbmerged and remained submerged until 1940 when she
surfaced and headed for East Cuyo Pace. Otherwise, her day's run was un-
eventful.* She steamed on this day about 180 miles and at 2400 was just
west of the southwest tip of Pansy Island.

It seems probable that sometime after surfacing .otn of these
submarines (which were eventually to arrive on station off Luzon) received
CTF 71's dispatch reporting that at 0240 that day a seven-ship convoy had
been sighted by a plane in Latitude 17r-42%?, Longitude I19 0 -03,E, with no
course and speed given.** Since this contact was well to the north, it is
clear that it was of little interest on this day.t (2) ROCK and BERGALL.,

It will be recalled from the previous day that these two
submarines, which w.re supposedly patrolling the Cape Varella - North Danger
Shoal line, had, instead, departed just prior to midnight (2400, October
20th) for a sea area south of Saigon, which area was not in their original
assigned patrol area.***

(a) The BFRGALL, as showna on Diagram C, headed on a steady
course throughout the day. She patrolled on the surface and, except forindications of a plane in the area, the day's run was uneventful.****

During the afternoon, the Commanding Officer BERGALL
should have received a dispatch from CTF 71 to the ROCK, BERGALL and DARTER
to the effect that (a) he planned to keep them in their areas a few more
days, and (b) if it was necessary for, any of them to depart prior to receipt
of orders, they were to let him (CTF 71) know.**"*

However, if he recei\?ed it (which seeav highly possible
since he was operating on the surface) he appears to have gven little or
no consideration to it. In commenting on this later (1957) he stated: "As
I remember it, our primary mislion was to sink shipping with lifegtuard
duties very much incidental. Just prior to the time of our movement to the

War Patrol Report GU1TARRO, Report of 3RD War Patrol, Serial 044,
November 16th, 1944; also Deck Log GUITARUO, October 21st, 1944.
CTF 71 Dispatch 2101•54 October 1944 to TG 73 .1 (Luson Boats).

S* CT 17 Operation Order 302-44, Serial 0O013, September 7th, 1941,.
*'* War Patrol Report TERGALL, Report of IST War Patrol, Serial 0102,

November 8th, 194.4.
S • "• CTi 71 Dispatch 210'36 October 191d4 to, C(TG 71 ,1 (00Co, P•Rt/AlI,

DART1~i).
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area south of Saigon, we had spent two or three weeks close to the coast
off Cape Varella and Cawranh Bay. The area south of Saigon was also within
our assigned patrol area, I believe, We were trying to intercept shipping
on the Singapore to Saigon routes"*

That his dispatch orders, based on the action, of the
Oownanding Officer HOCK, required and expected him to remain on his pre-
vious station on the Cape Varella - North Danger Shoal line is shown by
the fact that CTF 71's war diary shows both ROCK and ERGAL1 on station
on this line.** AWy, in the light of this dispatch, and in the light of
his basic orders, he continued on toward the area south of Saigon is not
fully explained.

However, his Executive Officer and Navigator stated
(1957) that he believed that it was an intelligence report on Japanese
shipping in the Saigon area rather than orders which led them to depart
from their assigned patrol line.*** This belief, howaver, is not sup-
ported by the contacts received by the principal Allied eolanders on
October 20th (Plate III) and October 21st (Plate XXVI) although this fact
is not conclusive. Similarly, the aircraft searches conducted by the
FOURTUEITH Air Force in the South China Sea reported nothing in the Saigon
area since these searches were conducted farther to the north.

It seems likely therefore that since (a) this patrol
was the BERGALL's first war patrol with the resulting pressure to estab-
lish a good record with a new and untried ship, (b) she had encountered
no eanenq forces of any consequence, and (c) she believed that she had mnk
but two small enenW cargo ships (she is credited with sinking but one small
cargo ship-possibly an oiler-the SHINSHU MARU, up to this tije).I**-*

* Captain John H. Hyde, USN, letter, April 29th, 1957, to Comaodore
R.W. Rates, USN(Ret), Read, World War II Battle E9aluation Group,
Naval War College.

** War Diary CTF 71, October 1944; Daily Disposition of f~ubmnrines
Based Western Australia, Serial 00341, November 25th, 1944.

S* Captain (then Commander) Thomas K. Kimnel, USN, Statement to
Commodore R.W. Bates, LISN(Ret), Head, World War II Battle Evalua-
tion G'oup, Naval War Co)llege, June 10th, 1957.
Japaneoe Naval and Merchant Losses During World War II by U.S.
Submarines, prepared by the Joint Army-Navy Assessment Committea,
"February 1947.
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he had decided `"at it was ne. asoary to ,reek targets in wh&t he hoped would
be a moz - ruitxvl area and therefore, without more ad" and witb iut advsLing
CTF 71 of his new planb, he continued on.

ALThOUGH CTF 71 CONSIDERED THAT THE PATROL OF THE BERGALL
WAS A 14FINE FIRST WAR PA1T IL" 5d1) MADE NC ADVMSE COMMENT CONCERNING HER
FAJTTij ai%- HDMIN ON S'ATIOA ON HFA '3SIGNED PATROL T TNE, IT IS NOT OONSI-
DERE) THAT HE WAS CORRECT IN OV4RLOOKINC TqJ- DEM MTLIO FROM ORDERS,* FOR
BY SO DOING HE WAS GIVING HIS TACIT APPROVAL (A) Tn T:IE CMMANDING OFFICER'S
REJECTION (I) OF HIS ASSIONMD OBJECTIVE; I.E., "TH9 GUARDING OF THE GAPE
VAREILA - NORTH DAN(ZR SHOAL LTNE", WITH ITS EVIDP1T RELATION TO THE PROTEC-
TION OF THE ALLIED FORCES IN iL'_ TE'"E AREA, AND t2) OF HIS COLLATERAL OBJEC-
TIVE; I.E., "LIFEGUARD DUTIES", AND (1) TO THAT OFFICER'S CONCEPT THAT THE
POSSIBILITY OF siNKING ENEMf SHIPPIG-.LIMLY -4ERC';A4T-WAS AN OBJECTIVE OF
OVERRIDING PRIORIfl. SUCH, OF COURSE, WAS NOT T.S CASE FC- THL OBiECTIVE
CHRSEN BY TH COMMNDING OFFICER BRGALL WOMLl) NOT, JXC&T IN A MOSI' FORTUI-
TOUS SITUATION, CONTRISUTE AS GRATLY TO THE ACOMPLISIHMT OF CTF 71'S GEN-
ERAL OBJECTIVE AS WOULD THE ACCOMPLISHM•JT OF THE ASSIGNED OBJECTIVE. CTF
71'S (GIERAX. OBJECTIVE WAS THE PROECTION OF THE Tt 'IRDFL'f ANP TF 77 LJRING
KING II LARGEJY THROUGH THE PROVIDING OF EARLY ADVICE 13 HIS SUBMARIRES ON
THE MOVEMENTS OF Eff C!MBATANT UNITS.** HIS ASSIflED OBJECTIVE (TO THE
BERGALL) CLEARLY CONTRI13UTED TO THE ACCO34PLISHMENT OF THIS OBJECTIVE,. BUT
CAN IT BE SAID THAT THE SINKING OF SCME MERCHANT SHIPPING IN TAE A•RLA SOUTH
OF SAIGON WOULD HAVE CONTRIBUTED LIKEWISE?

At 2400 the BERGALL was bearing 1280 (T), distant 105
miles from Poulo Obi Isl&nd Light. Since this position us (a) some 400
miles from her assigned patrol line, (b) in waters of less than twenty-five
fathoms, and (c) to the westward of a position directly south of S&igon, it
seems clear that the term "south of Saigon" meant in the general waters south
of Cochin China.

(b) The ROCKX continued on toward her newly selected patrol
station in the area south of Saigon. She patrolled on the surface during
darkness and subaerged during daylight.*** Since she was submerged during
daylight, she did not receive CTF 71's dispatch 210536 (referrad to abo re
under the BERGALL) until sometime after 3he had surfaced (at 1929-the
evening broadcasts were at 2100). Why she travelled sulzergei during day-
light ic not clear since the BERGALL, In waters much nearer enemy land-bcsed
aircraft, remained on the surface.

It seems probable that at about 213,0 or later the Com-
m~nding Officer RO(X received 2TF 711s dispa.xch 2105._6 (reitrr1 t-o above

* ¶ 7 N EDR~)~TSerial Ol44(7i emL rx 25t~h, 1944, to War Fatrol.

Report BE&.GALL, Report of IST War Patrol, Sttlal 0102, flo'renler 8th,
1944.

* H, lANF S* 4F-SPAC Operation Plan No. 2-.4h, ierl.ai O(.'ili9, Sertember 25th,
194.4, Fa-ragraph -(h).
k War Patrol Report R(XK, Faeport of 4111 Var Patrc2, ,,exUrak oY10, Novemhmer
11th, 1944; alLo veck Log ROCK, 0c0oe'r 21st, 194d.

lb.-.21.
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under the MGALL) for at 2319 he revrsed course and headed for the Cape
VaralUa - North Danrer Shoal patrol lner At the same time he notified
CTF 71 that he was returning to station, had all torpedoes and 71,000 gallons
of fuel oil remaining, arA requested Pa wek' aextension on station'.* Mhat
he meant here hv "returning to statiou", while somewhat obscure, seem to
refee to the fact that his original patrol was tc expire at sunset that day
and, although he had been ordered to remain on station until further orders,,
he wished to reassure CTF 71 as to his plans. That CTF 71 accepted it in
this fashion seems clear for his war diary makes no mention thereon,

No contacts nor lifegiord talls were made on this day,

At 2400 the ROCK, on course 0600(T), apeed fourteen
.notse was bearing 2140 (T), distant 145- elee from the weeterm limit of her
patrol line (Latitude 12 0-01'N, Longitude '.O0")***

(3) BLAEfJ.. and ANGISA.

These two submarines continued to patrol their assiped sta-
tions as on tht oreviour day. Neither of them made any contaits other than
small sea trucks, patrol vessels, md earaorft. 'hey patr-lled 0. the aw'-
face d~urink• darfaiess vnd eL,•wrged durir, dmjlight,,ANNN

(a) Thc •UEGIIfJ at atoui. 0 351 received a '.±A+'ch from CTF
71 directing hzr to proceed via Mi~ioro Strait, Sibutu Paee and the J .int
Subm•i•ne Zonvs, to Vios Woendi where she was to raplenibh and await
orders6. '** Since it ma customary for suamarinmrs io depart tlieir stations
at sunset, and sinct, h- own basic o.dars &o directed,**-*** the orummanding
officer de'-ded to remaii. in the area untA. that hour and therefore ot O611
he sub•irgv•d and continued his -"itrol. At 1943 he rorfaced and coywinced
departitg the area. At 2400 he was ir Xindozo .,trait on a 00ouL.,erly oourse.

1b) The Comiauding Officer, AN2U, also hhving rec.,ived the
above dis'patch to thA ELUEGILL, noted that CTF 7-. had directed his attention
to the fact that the HI IW-IIL had reportad the HIUUGILL convoy in the ricinity
of Cape Calavite at 1715 on the previous d.1 and hbd estimated that At woWd
probably sivid Lubang Island to northward before heading south. He raalised
that the MUIDGELL would presertlyy (at inret) kb departi o. for Mios Woendi,
"out would remaln on station during daylight. He therefore decided to codUC
his normal patrol and at 0546 submerged on station. Dliring the day, he

* Ibid.; also lkt. Diary LCF 71, Octobnr 22nd, 191A,.
r'TF 71 Dispatch 160456 October 1944 to CTG 71.1 (ROCK, BERGALL).

•*1I Deck Log OCGI, October 21st, 1944.
~*** War Patr-ol Report RMUEGIl., Report of 3RD War Patrol, Seri&l 039,

November A'.Yth, 19414; also War Patmr Report' A.NGF/, Rteport of 5TH
War Patrol, Serial O9(1O), ,ove •r 9th, 1944.
(1? 71 Dispatch Z)1651 Oc.tober .1944 to TGs 7.1- (IXEGUI .. ..

WON" c'1r 71.1, Operations Orar No. 13-44,, Septombair lth, 194 ',o

BLUEGUI,.
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estimted the hit-1.iot. and decided that,, with the &,MJ-ILT, go•ne and tt'Lc
convmr having had time since to have passed the p-ttroJl, 3ie, he ouild best
cover the SW approaches to Manila by conducting a smrtface patrol off tie
northmmerfr end of Palawan Passpe .* Therefore at 1948 he surfaced and headed
for his new station.

Some'4im after surfacing he should have iceivod a dis-
patsch frc-n CTI 71 to the Luzon boats (of which the ANLER wav on"o) reporting
an aircraft report of a seven-ship convoy at 0240 in Latittvdo 17,-42tNP
Longi 1"ud, 11.9-O33E, w ',i nn course and speed given,.** At A.U.l be shown in
the discussion tmich follows, he 3e'3ms to have given little ý onsi-im-atin toL tiiis informim.i,

S~WHILE HIS ACTION IN HE-F.SriMATING THE., SITUATION IN ORDERSTo DETERMINE W~rHi R OR NOT HE COULD BETTER ACCOMPLISH HIS OBCTIVE hY

CHOOSING ANOTHER STATION 1N THE SAX-; %Rk WAS CORRECT, HI.' SEECTION OF A
MEW T'TATIO?1 OFF THE NORTHERN END OF FALAWAN PASSAGE SEEMS INCWRRECT. WHY
IS THIS SO? TO 1)13COV.R THE REASON, IT IS NECESSARY FIRST TO ANALYE HIS
OBJECTIVE. IT WILL BE RECALLED THAT, WITH THE BLUEGILL, HE HAD BEEN ')IRECTET)
TO COIER THE SW A&PROACHES TO hArILk BRX AND HA0) BEEN ADVISED TO STATION OIN
SUB1MIANE NORTH OF AND TPZ3 )THER SOUTH OF LUBANG ISLAND,•** AND THAT RE HAD
ASSIGNkX HIE SUBMARINFS SO THAT ON THIS DAY THE ANGLER WAS OPERATING FR(M
LUBANG ISLAND NORTKWEST TO "HE BOUNDARY OF AhEA A) AAiD THE BLUEGILL W4S ,?-
IWIM LUBANG ISLAND AND CAGE CALAVITE.**** BUT WHAT WAS HE TO COVE.% AGAINST?
T1IS WAS ALSO SPECIFIED IN THE SAME DISPATCH WILREIN HE WAS TOLD THT '•EAHLY
ADVICE MOVF"ENT CC¶BATANT UNITS L*'ORTANT-P. THEREFORE, IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT
THE OBJECTIVE WAS A "PROTECTION" OBJECTIVE. HE 'AS t RIMAR.ILY TO KEEP HIS
COMMANDERS INFORK) OF ENEMY MOVK-N4TS SO THAT, DURING THE PERi<. HE WAS
OCWLPYING WITH HIS DIRECTIVE, THEY COULD HAVE AjLY WAhNING. BUT NOW TbA7
THE BLUEGILL HAD DEPARTED, WHERE COULD THIS EARLY WAhNING BE BEST OBTAI1H)?
WOULD IT BE (A) WHERE HE WAS, OR (B) TO THE NORTH OR TO THE SOUTH OF LUBANG
ISLAND AS ORIGINALLY SUGGESTED BY CTF 71? HE CO-ZSE NONE OF THiSE .BUT, IN.-
STEAD, AND AS POINTED OUT EARLIER, DECIDED TO MOVE FARTHi{t SOUTH TN THE
DIRECTION OF 'THE NORTHERN END OF PALAWAN PASSAGE, FOR THE REASON THAT "TH!
SEEMS TO BE A BETTMR WAY TO COVER THE SOUTHWEST APPROACHES TO MANILA, RA711ER
T•H• TO TRY' TO COVER EITHER ONE OF THE TWO PASSAGES SU1*f4EGED" 0. BUT,
WAS THIS CORRECT? IT WCULI) APPEAR NOT, FOR THE NORTHERN END OF PALAkAN
PASSAGE WAS ABUT 150 MILES SW OF LUBANG ISLAND AND ýBDUT 210 AiLLýS F"I
MANILA AND Ti.R.FORE THa SW APPROACHES WERE ONLY GUARDED IN SO FAR A6 ENEY
UNITS FR(M THL SOUTH AND SOUTIA&ST W-E? CONCERNED. WPFRE, TAiN, SHOIJL[.L iR

W- PT, rl }report ANGLER, Report of 5TH War Patroi, Serial <10);

CTF 71 Dispatch 210614 October 1944 to TG 71.1 (Luzon Boats).
CT'F 71 Dip atch ]_1k(Y1 October 1944 to (TG 71.1, Z4L, (BLULGiLL,
ANGLER).

W**'N CTF 71 Dis&ptcn 141207 OcLober .9)4+ to TG 71.1, Z"L (,In this dispatch
-CF 71 relayed the Commandinp Officer BLUýHtI!UL orders to the ANGLE!R).

*** War Patrol Report ANGIL.R, Report of 5TH War Patrol, Serial 09(10),
November 9th, 1944.
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HAVE ,O0S? SINCE CtF 71 HAD NOT GIEr HIM ANY INSTRUGTIONS IN TITS MATTER,
iI 1 ASSLIM) THAT THAT GCCMANDER EITHER &'PECTED HIM TO 0h0AIN WRE HE WAS,
TR EXPEO2rE HIM. TO RESTATION HLISELF AS NECESSARY. DOES IT NOT SEEM CLEAR
.AAT, IF HW RFEXAIND WHEF(E HE WAS OR 1OOK STATION TO HE, S(ITH OF LUBANG
I.,SLAND, HE COULD NOT COVER THE SW APEROACHES TO MANILA BAY E'ITEN THOUGH ON
THE 3URFACE AS ADEQUJATEU AS IF KE MOVED TO A STATION DUE NORTH OF LUBANG
ISLANP SINCE, IN TKR LATTER POSITION, HE WOULD YORE NEARLY APPROACH THE FOCI
Oi THE SEVERAL SHIPPING ROUTES LEADING TO AND FCK MANILA? THEREFORE, IT
SKES ORRECT THAI HE SHOULD H.•VE TAKEN STATION NORTH OF LUBANG ISLAND.

(4) DiCE and DARTER.

These two sutmarines csntinued to patrol Palawan Passage in
search of the BLUEGILT convoy ard o.her shtppihg and by so doing continued
to leave Balabac Strait unjiarded. Their patrol was to end at swmset on this
day, at which tine they were to return to Fremantle via Karimnta Strait.
They operated on ths surface du'-ing darkness and submerged during daylighthours azn4 made no contactB.*

(a) The DAKRE at C030 sent a dispatch to CTF 71 wherein the
wolf pack comanner in the DARTER reported the results of the patrol. Among
other data, he reported that (a) at 1)4u on the 19th, in Latitude O90-0.9%N,
Longitude 171-031'E, both submarine3 had made in abortive attack on two
southbound destroytrs (FJBUKI-c]asa) which had attacked them, (b) these two
destroyir were at 0500, Octaber 2Crtn -t the same point (in L-%titnde 090-O5'N,
Longitude ll°7-O3•E• but northbound, (c' if he did not locate the BLUEGILL
convcy by nightfall of Octobei 21st, he plcnned to depart the area, and (d)
the DARTEM could ribain (in the r-ea) since she had 60,000 gallons of fuel
and sixteen tcrpedoes, but he ttllet that t1. DACE could not remain sin'e,
although she still had, ten torpedoEs, ihK had only 40,000 gallons of fuel.**

AT 01.00 rTfX)* C{AfT;XNG OFFICER DARTER RECEIVED A NEWS
BRCADCAST OF THE INVASION OF THE PHIL.PPIF.TS. ¶VWT WAF THE FIRST KNOWLEDCE
hE HAL RELATIVK TO THE LSTTW OPERATION AND '± UETLEFORE HE COULD NOW PLAINLY
NCE WHY IT W"S THAT HE HAD BEEN GIVEN THE SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS, "UNTIL
FUPT:'ER ORDES COOPDINATE PATROL YOUR CROUP THAT SOUTHERN APPROACHES PALAWAN
PASSAF ANlD WJSlTEN APPROACH•z TO0 BALABAC STRAIT ARE EFFECTIVELY COY.4RED". **

ES rMMEDT ,TELT CiHADED ON THE SURFACE AT ilXFTsT KNOTS FOR
BALALBtC STRAIT-TO QUOTE -it- WAY DiARa-1'TO WATCH FOR HEAVY UNITS SINCE
JN'IPORE BAIABAC - INDANAO SEA IS SHORTEST ROUTE FOR AN9 PART OF THE JAP
FLEE'T WHICH MUIGHT H.E" FR LYnTE" ,A**

Wir Patrol Reort DARTER, Report of 4TH War Patrol, SeriLi 020,
Nov amber 5th, 1944; also War Patrol Report DACE, Re1 -'it of 5TH mar
Patrol, Snrinl 09, November 6th, 1944.

SDARTER Dispatch 201530 October 1L944 to C'Tf /1.

* C (7FF 71 D)isp)atch 1305iXj Octob,':- -044 to (CTG 71.1 (DARTER, IACE, HAMMER.-
REAP).

* War Pats ,1 Report IK!JeF3PII, Report of 4'rH War PItrol :'erial 020,
Nteremlbgr '.th, i9,J+.
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SHe advised the DACF.,ut 0156 of his decision,*

At W 5, having arrived in the western approaches toH&Iabac Strait, he sumierg•ed and €ommenced+ patrol~m.Un,

At 1924 he surfaced &Ma continued hid patrol. thoeoer,
• instead of remaining in the western approaches an direct•d, hie headed fov+ the
• southwest approaches" as showu in Diagram C.

Soietlme after dark he recr-w-vv t,.e- 4ie•at•,•hes fiim CTF
71, One dispatch directed, the DACE to depart her Akroz at dark an the follow-
ing day ,for Frv lre;•* the other (a) advised the Dk•RTER that it was planned
to keep her in the area a few more .ays, and (b) directed her to notify SF 71
if she had to leave prior to the receipt of orders to do soe,.**

At 2400 the DARTER was bearing 24O0(T), distant sixty-five
miles from the entrance to the strait, which position was adequate to cover
the SW approaches, but %hich was somewhat removed from the western approaches.

(b) It seems likely that the DACE, although she makes no men-
tion of it in her war patrol report, received, at 0100, the same news broad-
cast of the Philippine invasion that was received by the DARTER. Therefore,
when at 0156 she received word from the DARTER* (presumably by voice radio)
that she was returning to Balabac Strait, the Comnanding Officer DACE under-
stood the reasons for the DARTER's action. Since his assigned station was in
the southern approaches to Palawii Passage, and since be was already heading
in that direction, he correctly continued toward that station.***** At 0626
he submerged and remained more or less in this position throughout the day.*
With the arrival, of darkness he (at 1916) surfaced***** and headed down the
strait, presumably to close the DARTER somewhat.

Sometime after surfacing, he received a dispatch from
CTF 71 directing him to depart the area at dark the fillowing day for Fro-
mantle and to follow the routing in his operation order.*** At about the
same time, he intercepted a dispatch from CTF 71 to the DARTER advising that
ship that he planned to retain her in the area for a few more days.* 1*** At
2,400 she was bearing 265 0(T), distant about twenty-five miles from Cape
Buliluyan (southern tip of Palawan).

* War Patrol Report DACE, Report of 5TH War Patrol, Serial 09,
November 6th, 1944.

SWar Patrol Report DARTER, Report of 4TH War Patrol, Serial 020,
November 5th, 1944.

fl* CTF 71 Dispatch 210528 October 1944 to TG's 71.7, 71.1, Z41/2
(DACE, RAMI*4EFAD).

II* CIPGM 7] Dispatch 210536 October 1944 to 17G 71.1 (ROCK, ULIRGALL,
DARTER).

*l-** Deck Log D&CE, October 21et, 1941,.
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It will be recalled from the previous day that the Conmanding
Officer HA*MRHUD had decided to avoid the area where he had torpedoed sev-
eral Japanese cargo ships and had therefore headed for Luconia Shoals with
the intention of rounding the shoal counterclockwise and then. on the follow-
ing day, of heading back toward Brunei Bay. However, %s shown by his track,
the commo.nding officer after rounding the northern end of the shoal headed on
course 2040 MT) which indicates that he was likely not intending to close
Brwmei Bay ttlis day, but iiotead was planning to let Brunei Bay "cool off".*

IT WS UNFOR7UNATE FROM THE ALLIM VI6VPOINT THAT THE OOO(AND-
ING OFFI(ZR HAD DECIDED TO MAKE THIS DETOUR AROUND LUCONIA SHOALS FOR, IN-
TIRML UNKNOWN TO THE ALLIES, THE BRUNEI FUELING GROWU (MICHISHIO, NOWAKI,
ETOROFU, r oARU AND HAKKO MkRU) FROM SINGAPORE HAD PASSED THPJ,,UGH THE SW
APPROACHES TO BWMI BAY DURING THE NIGHT OF OCTOBER 20TH AND THE FORENOON
OF OCTOB•RI 21ST AND HAD ARRIVED IN THAT BAY AT 1120 ON THE 21ST,** ALSO ON
THIS SAME DA! JAPANESE CE4JDIV SIXTEM, COMPOSED OF TWO CRUISERS.-AOBA (CA),
KINU (CL), AND A DETROY -URANAMI, HAD AT 1710 SORTIE) FROM BRfUNE BAT EN
ROUTE MANILA.***

During darkness the HAMMUMRAD patrolled on the surface and
during daylight she patrolled submerged*

At 2100 she received dispatch orders from CTF 71, whic,. in
addition to other itesm directed her to depart. at dark on this day for Fre-
mantle via the routing 3.n her operation order she iimwdiAtely conmmnced clear-
ing the area.*

(6) TANTIY.

This submarine, which was on route Bonthain Roads, (south
coast CELEHES) at 04l5commenced her approach to that place. At 0450 she
submerged. At 0600, having discovered nothing of importance there, she re'.
versed course for Cape Bulu Mulu, which was to the westward of Bonthain Roads.
Thare at 1500 she discovered twenty-one small sailing craft heavily laden
presumably with nickel ore. At 1516 she surfaced and commenced closing the
sailing craft; opening fire on these craft, she destroyed eight. Psecause of
enezy aircraft she was forced to submerge at 1643. At 1839 she surfaced and
sank one morm, sailing craft, and then the other craft having disappeared, she
at 1915 headed for Kangean Island.

At 2400 her commanding officer received a dispatch from C',.-
71 to the effect that a plane reported that at 1200 two large ships were in

* War Patrol eport HAMMFERHEAD, Report of 2ND Wfar Patrol, No Serial,
icyvember 2nd, 1944.

* Detailed Action Report No. 13, D-iZRON 10, :A10 Operation, October 17th -
31st, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 117414.

' Detailed Action Report No. 6, AOBA, Antisuh-narnine Action Went of Philip-
pines, October 18th - 2'3th, 1941., WDO Docuwmnt 161747.
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Pare Pare fmy. He therefore &ltered course to cover the south coast of the
Celebes, from the eastern edge of his area to westward (across Makassar
Strait) ,*

(7) STOIC.

The STOIC continued to patrol the Java Sea in artas E5 and
UP whiich covered the coastal 4aters off the northe* coast of Java. No
information is available concerning her conduct of this patrol, but she
appears to have made no contacts of importance on this day.** Since the
infor:mticn on this submarine is meager and since she made no important con-
tacts she will be dropped from further discussion.

(8) GUmNAND.

The GURNARD, in Patrol Area D4, continued on her course
toward the focal point of the traffic routes off Point Datoe*** (western
Borneo). Whether her commanding officer was heading for this focal point
because his mines were to be laid in that general area or whither hp' hae
in mind the possibility of i-'ercepting there the convoy which the AMMi-
HEAD had attacked on the previous morning is not clear.

Certainly,, his basic orders directed him, first to lay his
mines and, then, to patrol. However, these orders, with the usual phrase.-
oloay, also directed him to "6xpl, "t traffic lanes and focal points en route
to and from the area".**** It seems likely therefore that, instead of mining
directly, he had decided that the convoy above referred to might wel 1 arZ-ive
in his area at this time and therefore he should exploit this cuncept prior
to commencing the miing operation.

Whatever may have been his mental process at. this point, the
facts are that at 1322 he sighted three columns of amoke in the vicinity ef
Poijnt Datoe. He decided that this convoy was important eiough foi him .o
attack. Believing that it (a) might be the remnants c f the HAI4MERHEAD con-
voy, and (b) would head for Singapore from this point via Api Pass which 4ar
the channel off Point Datoe, he decided, because the waters of the pass were
mined, to swing around South Natoena Islands in a counterclockwise direction
(as shown on the track chart), and intercept it south of those islands.

ALTHOUGH THE (XOtMANDING OFFICE GURNARDIS DECISION WAS PASED
(A) ON ENK. INTE1NTIONS-IT WAS GOING TO SINCAPOR&- -UATHER THAN ON ENEMY

War Patrol Report TANTIVY, Report of 7TH War Patrol, Report of
Cc(*1SURG7THLT, Serial 00565, Decemcr 14th, 1944; CTF 71 Dispatch
210959 October 1944 to TG 71.7, Z4LA (TANTIVY).

S* CTF 71 War Diary, October ast, 1944.
1i* War Patrol lieport GURNAID, Report of 7TH War Patrol, Serial 030,

Novemher 17th, 1944.
SCrGT 71.- Operation Order No. 145-44, No Serial, O'.ober Ath, 1914

to (JRNARD.
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C.AA•yLrSiST MIGHrT tz WOING, =.q t, AND (B) ON T79 S• SITION ?HAT
?11M 0 PMSBTED A CONVOY AND MOST LIKELY THE WUMRUD UM ,
IN FACTO IT MAI HAVE BW 501STET ESE, AND ALTHOUGH THE IZE(TION OF THE
DECISION WOULD DIUT B A DAY OR SO THE MINING OF THE AREAS DESIGNATD, IT IS
CONSIDERED THAT TH DECISION WAS CORRECT. THIS SIS SO FOR (A) DESPITZ HIS
"SPECIFIC ORDERS, THE OCMNANDING OFFICER GURNMARD ALSO WAS GUIDED BY THE FOLOW-
ING BASIC INSTRUCTIONS: "IN CARWINO OUT YOUR ORDERS, WHICH LEAVE SO MUCH TO
THE INITIATIVE OF THE COMARDING OFFICER, KEW IN MIND THAT TMRE IS NO
GREATUR SECURITY AND NO QUICKER MEANS OF ULTMATE VICTOR! THAN THE SINKG OF
ALL MW SHIPS WC(XJTEKRM. THE ATTITUDE OF THE 0=OANDI OFICER =TS THE
STANDARD FOR THE SHIP,"* AND (B) A OfART ANALYSIS SHMC THAT, WITH ANY GOOD
FORtUNE, HE WOM LIKELY INTERCEPT THIS CONVOT.

At 1615, in accordance with his decision, the oommuxiing
officer surfaced and set course and speed to intercept this convcy by rouding
the South Natoena Islpndt and arriving in a position somewhere to the wstwrd
of St. Petrus Light prior to dawn.

At 2400 the GURNAR) was bearing 3220(T), about thirty mile.

from St. Petrus Light.

(9) BATFISH.

This aubmarine cyntinued on toward her patrol station in Area
AS. She appears to have operated submerged during daylight (she had submerged
at 0717 when she sighted visually several small sailboats in the vicinity of
the Tiger Islands) and on the surface during darkness. At 2000 she observed
soveral explosions in the vicinity of Makassar City-which she estimated were
the result of Allied air attacks.** Although the information thereon is
cbscure, these explosions do not appear to have resulted f-om such an attack
and were the result of some other cause.

Except for t~lh, the day was uneventful.

At 2400 the BATFISH wen bearing 2280(T), distant fnrty miles
from Cape Bulu %duu.

(10) S'"111.

The SThM w•s pat i Jng the approach tu Gvl. of Boni (3outh-
ern C-lebesj and du-, "'dhis day patrol],.,. the area 'ifteen niles ., ^ast
the southern tip of Saleier hlland. She apparently ,o3ndctod a routine pati
and mad, n,3 cont-cLtS.o**M L.,:e the information -- this sub, ,rine ý , meager
an(i -_nce -he mnde no important contact. t'.,. will be dror: d from further d•i-
oussion.

~ CG 1. O~rti~iI'arNo. 14,era 0 ,Scdt m e,- 1.3t?, 1944,
Annex B, Paragraph 27.
I _ Fatro Rpipoit BAT; SH, R&,iort f 5TH War ir- 1, Serial (C7,
Deco-mber Ist, 1944.

-P* War Patrol Report STOWIh, F-port of 8TH war Parr 1, R_,ort f t t C S
7THPLT, Serial (ý355, P,._ibLr i-tt', A944.



CTF 71
October 21t, ..

(11.) These submarines which were to the south of NEI Barrier and
were heading north to patrol stations as indicated below will be dropped from
discussion until they arrive within the limits of the diagram.

(a) TANTALUS en route her assigned patrol station in the
vicinity of Ariambas Islwad.*

(b) MUSKALLMING en route to Area A6 via Darwin.**

(c) GGRO" and HAKE en route Area A4 via Exnouth Gulf.***

(d) HI)HEAD which had departed Fremmntle at 1410 this day
was an route Area A4 via Exmouth Gulf in company with the GUNNEL as far as
the gnlf,

(e) GUNNEL which had departed Fremantle at 1405 thie day was
on routeAreas A7 and AS (off western Luzon) via Darwin.

(12) BMFFISH."

The BONEFISH, hav: ng completed hcr lifeguard duties, was an
route on the surface to the CONVOY COLLEGE Safety Lane. At 0335 which was
just five hours earlier thar directed in hei orders, th,_ coummnding officer
by dispatch (a) reported to CTF 17 foi duty, giving hir position as Latitude
1S0-44•'N, Longitude 3119 0 -40'E, (b) stated that he had 43,000 gallons of fuel
and four torpedoes, aft, (c) reported having on board the crew of one SB2C
from the BUNKER HILL, and (d) renuested permission to proceed via Saipan for
fuel and medical advice.***

Sometime during the day, since the BONEFISH was operating
generall•y on the surface, 'he coiiv.ading officer received a dispal from
CTF 17 giving him routing instructions to Pearl _,tbor and idwia .... request-
ing information as tý which base he desired.***** Since he had already re-
ques'ed permlesion to proceed to S, .. i*** he took no action on ti L dis-
patch, but awaited a rep-, to his ow' request.

Albo during the day the BCNEFlqH contacted numerous aircraft
which, on o -aexios, 4',rpced her to 9ubDrrgr for a -dhi . At 2032 having
arrivtu in the &.fe~y lane, she changed course to the eastward arim headed
for ft.1 ntang Channel. Three minutes later she exchanged calls %its the
Mpi ;ZPIN.*I* *

CTF 71 War Diary, October 1944.
War Patrol Report MUL•WALUNGE, Report of 5TH War Patrol, Serial 01S.

.•i~emer ] th, 1,944

*-* War Patz I Report HA#KE, AeK t of 7TH War Patrol, Serial 0149, No
Date, bL 1 .ely December 1941.

,*B* 11117?V! Di '?atch 2C• 3 Oct .... _c 19'4 to CTF 17,
S**** u•TF 17 Dispatrh 210004 October 1944 Wo ICKEYISH.
S-**•u W,•- PaLcol Report B(AiUFISH; F-nort oL" 6TH War Patrol, No Seri7d,

SNovember 81 -, 1944,.
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Betwee 21.30 and 23150 she rmceived routing inetruaotions from

CT? 17 which aulthorised bar to Proceed via Saipan,.*

At 2400 tht, B0?WMISH wa just entering BM.lintang Channel,

Since the BMSISFIH mes now-attached to CT? 17,, her patrol*
will, in the future, be discuss~ed under that co~undor

(13) MOD

At midnight the COD., which had been heading to her assigned
area (A2)., contined. to the northweetward (37.OT), The conawdirkx offW ic7
planned to operate offi shore between Capes Bali'iao, and Fo~eador th.2\\s day,

He remained on the surfv~e during the night and attem~pted to
do so during the day, but, owing to enem~y Aircraft~, he was on occasiotm. forced
to submerge. Finally, &t 1747 he surfaceid \1%r the night and headed for in-
shkare patrol off Cape balinao, Abmt this t).mj he likely received. CTF 7,1 Is
dis tch reporting a convoy of seven 3Wkna in Liatitude O.2t Longit,,Wk
1l9;'-3' E,** This would have t'een of i~ntense lirteirest to himn far~ this t.' nwoy
2xlight well pas3 thruu.8h hids area~, althou.gh,, from tht fact titit the\ ý,ontAet
had beean made some fifteen hours ctar~lier, tie chazvm- will th,)at it %\,shad~
in another direction, It is signif: oaut thal. he wni&kez. no v%\1-ion of this
dispatch or this oonvoy in his patr~ol report,

Except for the contact3i on aircraft'. t~he patroi \f,.Nr thia day-
was Vmevent ftilL-*

Thet LkAPN.. having coqmnIetftd her' lifeg'\vnd duti,\,i off C~ora
Bay, was \procesding tw' in the Saili Sea ~ rouxt& k.o Frm\v~" Mie
exchanged ca~lls 'with the ~~l~ and RATON durln,ý Unai day ýval by ~ x'~was
nearing the approach to' $iVW`,r( Pp'ae,*I* oceod.hd Mn t m' tlul .'s
d. jrlng dayliý,h as ul I.,, dIwine, darkneii, a.nd vidk\ no co,\ý.iYct ~tS i%' &

(15) iRATN,
The RAIN a, w~& ~tkihound In t~he u~~roi\ to Mlo\io

*)erdi * She eutrial at 0624 " ýx 0he vi.cinritv w nv.h V e Pai- %W,\ý ý'am.
L1ý, vwiting darknss ,o tr `i'ibutn~iPa~~*~ 1741,5 vho \\Nrfxr i

Clik 71 W-pit~cli ,JL ¾xU :ctoNd~r 1')44 to TG 712. ýý u~

~~ ~ Palro1.hop-Ort LVF•)H W -.vort. ". i'r6'j War Pa~tlx1 5o i" iI *3jk,

t~v 3lima''
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-hTTA October 22st

and reavusd southerly courses. Daring the day she exchanged calls with LA"
and CIRO and by midnight mas approaching Sibutu Passage.*

(16) Lifeguard Submarines, PADDLE.

The PADDLE wes the only remaining submarine of the original
fow±-,he others wre C,, LAPON and BONEFIS--which man still assigned life-
guard datiee. Her Uifegwad station was, as before, off Balikpapan, but oal
,r•n designated days, At oher tims she was under orders to patrol Makassar
Strait. Dring this day Yho cw wted a submerged patrol along a line paral-
leling the Borneo caet SV? ,, Point Mangkalihat and at a distance of about
three miss frwa the coastatV At '952 she surfaced and coxmenced conducting
her, patrol azoss MVA•csar Strait b'etwean Cape Hangkalihat and North Watcher
I•la•d, in acworda•ce wth CrF ?P't oIers foe the previous day.

(It) Submazine, reti',c!AX f=,-m the area, in addition to those dim-
vuseed above,, were BAA, ....'2, S& W Sr,, TELSKACHUS, STURDY,
ZVAA.DVI52.**4* Tle•s subwarinev,, Aince thay re beyond the NEI barrier,
are, for the purpoas of %ct. analys st considermx as no longer participating
n the KING II 01mration.

(2) Operationa ,•f CAAF •S.,•PAC, Octebtr 21st,

CA 5C ,WSPAC reamined with 3C-0iESPA\C abov'd the NASHVILL.
widle the operattin of his air\.rft in support of XING II caritnued to be
c;ontrolled frxo hi ~s he ~ Iquarters at. Holl a.riia,

At 09%8 hai unt ashore at the northern beachhead in coxpany
with CKS01fS'PAC.**"

,t,\'n• his visit ashore he inspected the Tacloban airdroes
, and ws please. to sl..nd that C.G. FIRST Cavaiy Division already bad bul],.

dozersi a . graders at Ark illiung up bnmb craters and getting the ground
leveleA of f*4* hi's 'wori had bewi started by the 46th Engineer Constru•-
,tion Battalion inmodiatos.1 ,fter iti capitnwe on the previous day.****" It

'tms imort•.ant Vat CAAF S3OW•%•A'A inmmect this axrfield since it ws the first
otmw captured, and it was plaraed tby D+5 to hav.a one airfield with an airstrip
5,4)00 fet by 100 fve•t wiLth undispersd paikilng areas for two groups of
"tightere a'w) one ulv•dron c£f night fighters. $5.nce, as a result of his

* War P•,tr:ol Rpt RATON, Rep6rt o WT• War Patrol, so Serial,
xi '•A'leT et, ']. 1944.

** ýr Patr•ol Repe,,rt PADDLE, Report of 6TH War Patrol, Serial OJ.,
Fl,.,vember Isty 1944.
CAAiLA AzLbt 'rr•,vd at, Fremantle this day.

i" Wa'"® •' la•yi7 NASHVILLE, Octotbr 214t, 1944.
. { " G.F Ke*,rney, General Kenney hvports, kNeu, Tork, 1949),

S - U,,,, Atry, Raport of the Leyte Operation, Ot-tober 17th -

D1)iceinber "-Ah, 194i4, P' s 111 anid 233,

I T.1



CAAF SOWSPAC
Oetober 21st

inspection, CAAF SOWISPAC estimated that Tacloban Airfield was large enough
for one group of neventy-five fighters and perhaps a few more single engine
aircraft,* it aesem clear that it was finally decided at this point that
Tacloban Airfield was the first one to be made ready.

CAAF SOSPAC WAS ANXIOUS TO GET THE FORT--NINTI FIGHTER

GRU DEPLOYE FORWARD FHYK RoWTAI ON SCHEDULE BY D+5, BECAUSE HE WAS SaQI-
WHAT SEPTICAL OF THE ABILITY OF THE CARRIERS TO CONTINUE SUSTAIE AIR SUP-
PORT AFTER THAT TI.*** THIS VIEW WAS ALSO SHARED BY 0C(SOMSWAC, ALTHOUGH
TO A LESSER EIZTET. THIS SEP4 SO BECAUSE, IN THIS OPERATION, HE HAD BEEN
WILLING FOR THE FIRST TIKE TO LAUNCH AN ASSAULT BEYOND THE COVER OF HIS OWN
LAND-RAE AIfo** THIS MATTER IS COMOENTED ON MORE FULLY UN "OPERATIONS
OP CX3(SOWSPAC, o(TOBER as3?'

At 1303 CAAF SOWESPAC returned aboard the NASHVILLE with the
other members of the observing party.****

On this date his headquarters at Hollandia issued an intelli-
gence summary wherein, u=der the heading *Situation Review", referring to the
THIRDFLT devastating air attacks on the Mansei Shoto, Formosa and Luson areas
it stated "It mnst be recorded again that in spite of extreme provocation the
Japanese fleet did not appear during these memorable eight days. With help-
less though not indifferent eyes it saw the enactment of another phase in the
smashing of the Japanese merchant marine". In this summary, under the head-
ing "Late Information", his headquarters stated that the above situation
review had been completed some days before publication and that since that
time "excellent progress has been made by the Allied forces on Leyte. Air
opposition has been alightN.*****

FROM THE ABOVE IT SEES CORHECT TO SAY THAT HEADQUARTERS AAF
SO&SPAC DID NOT ANTICIPATE JAPANESE NAVAL REACTION AT THIS TIME IN OTHER
THAN LIMITED S'TRENG1 .

Except for the above nothing else of importance happened this
day.

Geort N •.--•-nt fleoral Kenney Reports, (New York, 1949),
•av 45O

- {'v' O} ~ 9, .g 4g0, 4.49, 450, 454.
* ~ M. v; -. 111-48 Octobe~r 1944 to CCN3RDFLT, info Ca41NCH,

]]~i~~'e utw-,-y No. AHaadquartt~rs AM' SOW~K-SPAC, October 23rd,
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_.G. FIFTH AF
SF~m•T•October 21st.

(a) Operations of C.G. FIFTH Air Force, October 21st,

C.G. FIFTH Air Force, having assigned the following tasks
to be accomplished on this day by his command in the Philippines, awaited the
results:*

(1) C.G. FIFTH Bomber Conand:

(a) To strike Cagayan Tow using eleven squadrons of
B-24•'s.

(b) To conduct sea searches in Philippines area night
October 20th/21st using two B--4's.

(2) Cormandi g Officer 310th Bombardment Wing:

(a) To conduct anted -e(: nna4 xsance of the Mindanao
Sea using one squadron of P-38'1i.

(b) To strike airdromes in southern Negros and Bohol
Islands using two squadrons of B-25's.

(3) Commanding Officer 91st Photo Recom-Aiusance Wing:

(a) To Photo-reconnoiter Jolo and T-i Tawi.

(4) CTG 73.4 (Commander Fleet Air Wing SEVENTi•N):

(a) To carry out Search Plan FOX u ing ttn I 4 "toi.

At about 1117 he received at his headquarters in Biak
(OWl) a dispatch from the Commanding Officer 310th Bomba'dment. Wing at
Morotai, promIlgating the air operations contemplated for Octobl-.r 22nd from
that base stating, among other things, that (a) Search Plan FOX would be
executed by navy PB4Y's and PV's, (b) sixteen P-38's would make a fighter
sweep from Jolo Islanr" north to Zamboanga and (c) twelve B-.'5's would -ke
an antishipping sweep irom Taw. Tawi island north through the Sulu Archi-
pelageo.*t

This diapatch is of interest because, from a study of C.G.
FIýTH Air Force's fragmentary order for the 22nd, it indicates that, said frag-
mentary order was an organizevi assembly of orders issued earlier by his vari-
ous commanders rnther than a dirvective plarnned by FIFTH Air Force head-
quarters.

HiQ TH Air Force, Fragnnentary Field Order NM. 295, Octobter 21]at, 1944.
** Coaning Officer 310th Bomhardnvmnt Wing Dispatch 21•.047/1 October

1944 to all intcrested cometand.
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(XG. FIFTH AF
October 21st

During the day he learned that his prescribed taaks had
been accomplished as follows:

(1) Forty-two B-24's had attacked Cagayan Towin, adjacent
to the Del Monte airfield complex in northern Mindanao, destroying many
buildings and starting numerous fires. There was no enemW interception or
antiaircraft fire,

(2) Six E-25's had bombed Misamis in southern Mindanao,
wrecking barracks-type buildings and destroying one float plane.

(3) Fourteen P-381s had strafed twenty-three out of
thirty trucks near Kibawe in central Mindanao after making an antishipping
sweep over Minianao Sea with negative results.

(4) Ten P-47's had made a fighter sweep from Bacolod air-
field to Fabrica airfield, both on Negros, but found no worthwhile targets.

(5) Six B-25's (THIRTEENTH Air Force) had attacked coast-
wise shipping between Cebu and Mactan Island and claimed sinking three small
cargo vessels; also attacked small island south of Mactan setting two oil
tanks afire.

(6) Two XCB-2,4's had made night searches over the Mindwnao
Sea with negative results.*

it will be noted that airdromes in southern Negros and
Bohol Island were not bombed. While the reason for this is not explained,
it seems likely that C.G. FIFTH Air Force, realizing that owing to the late-
ness of CTF 77's reply to OtMTIIRDFLT's 2(Y)314** it was probable that CCJ-
THIMDFLT and CTG 77.4 would attack the western Visayas that da,7, thought it
unwise to risk his bombers there but instead made (a) a precaationary fighter
sweep over Negros and (b) two air strikes by B-25's (one on 11isamis, the
other in the Cebu area). If this was his reasoning it vzs correct for as
discussed under "Operations of CTG 38.2 and 38.3, October 21st" COMTHIRDFLT
itruck the western Visayas heavily during the forenoon.

The Japanese action reports say little about these strikes
However, one refort*** which included the strikes by naval aircraft as well
ixted tAo damage accomplished at Cagayan, Gebu and Mact&n laland. This in-

f•r•rati,,n is included under "Operaticns of (10 77.4, October 21t".

S* 5TH Air FOe :5 Weekly Intelligence Review No. 47, Period October 15th -
2lst, •J944, Prepared by the Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff, A-2
""l-o CON7THFLT Uispa• h 220305, October 1944 to usual addressees.

"* GXaM3hDFLT Dlapit-h 20u314 Oktobar 19144 to CTF 77, CCS4OWIZPAC, all
TFC'a 3RD ,rn 7TH Flu eta
-ar Diry 61st Air Flotilla, October 21et, 1944, WDG Document 161643,
NA 122(_*.
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CTF 73
SuOctober 21;t

In addition to the above C.G. FIFTH Air Force carried out
Search Plan FOX and also launched attacks against the central Visayas using
-PFV type aircraft from navy squadrons under his operational control at
Morotai, which are discussed under the 0Operations of CTF 73, October 21st".

At 1732 he notified all coimands concerned that one group
if B-241s would again hit Cagayan between 1115 and 1130 October 22nd .*

At 1758 he received a dispatch from CTF 77 stating (a)
the scope of the motor torpedo boat operations and (b) that CTG 70.1 would
advise him directly of the operations scheduled mest of the line prescribed
in CMSOWEPAC's 170939.** The import of this dispatch is discussed fully
under "Operations of CTF 77, October 21st".

At 1810 he received a dispatch from COMSEVENTHFLT to the
effect that Coron Bay was a likely concentration and fueling point for irk-
portant elements of the Japanese fleet and requesting that he (a) keep the
bay under the closest practicable air observation by daily search, (b) report
and attack enemy units sighted and (u) if no units sighted, attack enemy
facilities in order to discourage the uee of the bay.**"

(b) Operations of CTF 73 (Naval Air Force), October 21st.
CTF 73 continued touard Morotai in his flagship CURRITUCK

while hi8 Morotai-based squadrons continued to function under the operational
control of the Goiwaanding Officer 310th Bombardment Wing, who, under C.G.
FIFTH Air Force, Nas responsible for all air operations from Morotai.

These operations were similar to those described under"O0perations of CTF 73 for October 2Oth."****

His FOX Plan searches were al negative an well as were
the augwnting night PBY searches in sectors 0R., TWO and THRK.*****

His FV1s from VPB-J34 6 on atLack mission (a) strafed seven
loaded persoinel barges off Jolo Island, sinking two and damaging the others,
and (b) strafed and bombed two sml:l cargo vessels at, Tawi Tawl, setting one
afire and leaving the other dead in the water.******

* C.G. 5T3 Air Force Dispat-ch 2727Ocor194o i$(.PAc',
GAAF SOWE-SPAC, CTF's 77, 7i3 and 79, (XH'31U)FLT, etc.
C-TF 77 Dispatch 2104_I11 October 1944 to CAAF ,•0( 1lAC' and C.U.. 5TH
Air Force.
1* •7THFLT Dispatch 210526 October 3.1)44 to CAAF S0*E-;PAC and C.G. 5Th

Air Force, info COWSOWMtPAG and COM3RDF1T.I Xf* (•I7THF'FT Operation Plan No. 8-44, October 19144, ;erial (xr)166,
October 15th, 1944.

•• VWar Diaries VP\P 101, 11', 146 and 19, October 21st, 1944; also (.G,.
5TH Air Force )i mpatch 22 '/""I October" 1 V144 t" Anil ir..e.sttd in
current 3OWSPAL operat ,ons.

A-* kX W " iary VPB 146, (Oitol-wr 21.t.,, 19114,; al.io Alrcraft, Act.i on }ip, otas
No: . V) rAnd 12, VPP 14(), October -1st, 1.944.
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These clais, however, arj not supported by the postwar

At 1()S6 he broxce radio silence--his operation order pre-
scribed radio silence except in emergency or imminent cont1 L with enem
forces or when necessary 'o break silence for traffic essential to the accom-
plishumnt of the task assigned**--and directed CTG 73.4 in effect that in
conducting Search Plan FOX all important sightingE of hostile men of war and
of large shipping or air concentra4 ions werv to be pasbeed imediately by lhim
to (a) (1) CINCPOA, (2) CWrTHII)FLT and (3) all TFCs THIRD Fleet via THIRD
Fleet TFC's circuit (4295)kcs)., (b) (1) CONSOWESPAC, (2) CANF SONBSPAC, (3)
"CAAF SOMES AC and (4) C.G. THIRTETH Air Force.***

It seems likely that the above dispatch was occasioned by
(a) his receipt of OCISEVENTFHFLT dispatch 210526 to C.G. FIFTH Air Force
wherein that cosmnarer requested that the closest practicable air observation
be made in order to d#tect any important elements of the Japanese fleet that
mi&ht use this anchorage as an assembl3 or fuxeling area,**** (b) his realiza-
tion that his search planes would probably be instracted to pay particular
attention to this are and (c) his desirt to insure that any contact reports
made by chese search planes wmu] be sent to the approprlate comnanders with
utmost di spatch. In spite of the foregoing factors which Way have prompted
CTF 73 to initiate this message, it seems strr-ige that he designated the
THIRD Fleet TFC circuit for the relay of aircraft ,3ntact reports since the
Air Operational Intelligence Circuit***** had bean established for that very
purpose. His own instructions for search planes****** were quite eaplicit
and apparently adequate; but obviously, Connander Aircraft SEVENTH Fleet felt
the need to emphasise the urRency of forwtarding plane contact reports.

At 2129 he advised his command that elfective 2400 that
date and continuing antil further notice he, timself, arC C(C AIrS?,(A1W THFLT
would maintain ru Lo oilu.,ce and irected that (a) radio traffic be routed
via Bi.'lle (Australian) and Panus FOA aBd (b) the TANGIER assume control of
TF 73 -krcuil and Ao guard tJFVL.. iH F' et TFC' s circuit#******

• The Imp•erial Japanse Navy in World War 11, prepared by Military

.L-fstor G "Qectionn Spt ci.)n Staff, G1IQ, FC, Februar 1)52.
MAIW"/TtIFLT Operation Plan No. -,44, &Otober 1944. Serial iXX)166,

Octoler 15th, 1944.
rCTF 73 Dispatch 2107y36 ()(tobfr 1914 to STG 73.14, info C.O. 110TH

Bomhar'dment Wing, C'"O ni 71.-' anrd 73.7.
'4*R CC-T'IifftT Di3patc -'21,)26 October 1914 to 2.5. YTH Air Force and

CAAF iO'd[bl'AC, info th,,lt 'ESP. 2 and C(4M3ULT.
4*-A* CANFP ,SOWi&SPAC doCnuunication 1. -1* W. 3-4.4, Article 2AK), Item 57,

Itic•'e 22; also Ans.. F to COMM3SOWCEZSPAC 'Ie''", Operatlon I}jan oio 14--",
Artl cie 2214(f), Page 4 and Article :2A.,"( i ), Pa,"e 5.

%"*-*(* (XI4MAUC/RiI1.LT l.ttr .. rlai (YV4U'7, OctL ',r 15th, 1944. 'ubject:
..Aons for S c iano -Al ,r ,.ft, 711) F"leet.

?i't-ltM* * '0 02 3 l pti Z;tth 211, `,19 c~t•oe r t 1 V• to 'r' 7 Ax*'ThFL, I
/TIFIT, 2'' /. ':, CAAP ½&D'.c ,. S(WKSIAO, etc.
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JINCPAC CINOPOA j
COP4THtlDFLT -

October 21st

This latter inutruciun was important because the TANGIER
was at ibrotai Island and upon arrival of CTF 73, would be able to provide
that cwmander with mW radio traffic not previously forwarded. This traffic
wuld likely be i&nIly administrative,

At 2400 the CURRITUMK wa bearing 1OS"(T), distant 4ý00

miles froma orota.,

(B) CINQFAC - CINOOA, October Z1st.

At 0340 CINCPOA directed that effective 150oZ (2400 1) October 23rd the
Forward Area and TF 57 would revert to the direct control of C!'-COA except
for units of Fleet Air Wing ONE and SEMRON TEN based in the Yz~rlanas and
Western Carolines which would continue to operate as task groups rf the THIRD
Fleet,*

(i) Western Pacific Task Forces.

(a) Operation' of IMTHLRDFLT.

00MTHIRDFLT, in NEW JERSEY (TG 38.2), proceeded in company with
TGts 38.2 and 38.3 to the vicinity of San Bernardino Strait in Latitude 130o
30'1N, Longitude 1250-30'E, from which position, beginning at about dawn,
these two groups launched (a) a search between 310 (T) and 020P(T) to a dis-
twice of 300 miles and (b) a fighter sweep and two deckload strikes (ABLE and
BAKER) to destroy enezy aircraft in the Bicols - Visayas areas. Maanwhile,
he knew that if all went according to plan** TG's 38.1 and 38.4 would on this
day fuel axd receive replacement aircraft in Area MICK*** and that TG 30.3,
now considered well out of range of eneqr aircraft, would continue toward
Ulithi.

During the night he pondered over the action to take with r'efar.-
once to the BUNKEM HILL. He finally decided thpt it would be wise to return
that ship to Manus. He thexrefore, in preparation for this event, at 08145
(a) advised CTG 38.2 by visual, dispatch that it. w j his present intention to
send the BUNKR HILL to Manws about October 23rd and (b) directed that com-
mander to nominate as escoy-10- thc twu destroy ers mnot requiring overhaul.****

At 0854 he received inforviation from CINCPAG to tte effect that
he (CINCPAC) believed t•at (xnme-xY MvtmY n M crn e •ocA proba, bly sortied from the
Inland Sea the evening or nlght of the previous day.

* At 017 he received a di{spateh from CTF 77 which (a) requested
him to sweep rl.1 airfielJs a-. practicable north of Lrttitude 12W0-,(XýN w*ith thc

*0CI A Diznpatah ATi; lqX4 h ctoor 194A to Goh3 2DIi , OMV% i)AREA,

[X-* F 7CA•'.ASY.(EAPA 0erit't Crrito jl.-4a, S • (. 0.)3, October 1st.
"19 ;4-4, Annex. C, B.ploymnnt Sh -.

* War Diariea (X3j3hDFI.T at SlK'dUH DAY, October 2Jst, "J'4
SV ispatch ?'n45 Orctoý-r 1944 1 Pk .2, info G-V ý8.
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primary objective the destruction of enevy aircraft and (b) advised that (1)
the ar-a was covering all airfields south of this line, and (2) no coordina-
tion with other activities was required.*

He realized from this that there vs a possibility of interfer-
ence between the planes cf TG 38.2, which were even then stLiking the western
Viwsay, and planes of GAAF SOWPAC, which likewise might be striking the
same arvas. However, he knew that CTG 38.2 had cautioned his pilots that
aro4y aircraft wouid oe in the area;** and since he had received no interfer-
ence reports, it seems likely that he felt that this was an indication that
fortrnately no interference had occurred.

At 1005 he advised OCMAIRPAC in part that (a) practically one
hundred per cent of the pilots of Fighter Squadron EIGHT (VF-8) were suLf!oe*-
ing from combat fatigae, (b) he "as therefore. sending the BUNKER HXIL to
Manus for (1) availability wid (2) removal not only of Fighter Squadron EIGHT
but of Air Group (CVG) EIGHT in its entirety and (c) he plarned to rmqiest
OMAIRSEVENTHFLT to provide pilots for the VF planes which wuld be retained
on board.*N

THIS RECOMMENDATION TO REMOVE THE ENTIRE AIR GROUP WAS, OF COUR2E,
CORRECT FOR THE DETERIORATION OF THE FIGHTER SQUADRON COULD BE EXPECTED TO
AFFECýT THE MORALE OF THE E TIRE AIR GROUP AS WELL.

At 1,28, referring to the above dispatch, he advised CCMAIR-
SEVENTHFLT Logistics among other matters that he w•uld require thirty-six
VF pilots for BUNKER HILL in Manus by not later than October 3Cth.****

At 1032 he (a) requested QOMAIRPAC and CTF 57 to augment the
carrier aircraft replacement pool at Guam with planes and pilots as early
as practicable and (b) stated that future operations indicated desirability
of loading replace-ent CVE's at Guan in lieu of Manus in order to reduce the
steaming distances and thereby speed replacejaents.****

THE ABOVE T.HREE DISPATCHES CONCERNING TRELACEH4ENT PILOTr iN PAR-
TICULAR SHOW THE SER•IOUS EFPECT THE DETEVI1ORATION OF VF-8 WAS HAVING ON THE
THOUGHT PROCMSSIE!S OF GOMTHIRDFLT. HE NOW CLEARLY FICLT THAT (A) IT WOULD BE
WISE TO R&4OVE THP, BUNKER HILL WITH ITS DEBILITATED AIR GROUP FROM TIHE CXOMBAT
AREA ENTIREY AND (";) OTHER AIR GROUPS IN OThER CARRIERS MIGHT LIKEWISE BF
RAPIDLY PETERIOI{ATING; AND THEREFORE, EVERY EFFORT SHOULD BE MADE TO INSURE
rHAT RKPI.AG2IXENT PILOTS IN QUANTITY WE10 RELATIVELY NEARBY SO ThAT CHANGES
AS NECEESMtY COULD BFkE MADE WITH THE MINIMUM DELAY.

S C' ' F_ 7? iqp a-tch - 2-0-1 " Uc t-)ober- 19_)41,"uCMRVT nf I PA l
ri _"t 3RD and 7TH Fleets, 310th Bombardment Wi')g, etc.
* I`G 30.2 mIs voice imadio Moassae 202_.']81/ Oct,,h- 1944 to TI) 38.2.1.

" "* (X¶3R.DF1KT Dispatch 210105 October 1944 to GOMAIHI'AC, info CGMAI}rtTAFLT
Logist.tcs, CTF Y,•, 3•Gs3. n 8.2, CINCTAG.

"U*I 0•i3HI)FVLT Dispatch 210128 OctcbIxr 1944 to "OMAlihTIHFLT Logit.ics, info

,UM.•*iAV'AC, (TP V), PIIG 'w.2.
**** C(1-3T1)F',T D13pat.h 2101131 October 1944 to COMA+> 'AC, (TF 57, info

CTF 38, Crl; '1.1P C7rF 96, GC( 19.9, G(iNGPOA.
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- HE HAD EVERY REASON TO BE CONCERNED FOR HIS CARRIERS WEE PRF.-
""=*•SEMTLY SCHEDULED FOR AIR STRIKES AGAINST THE WPIRE. THIS WOULD REQUIRE

"STRATEC-ICAL BCMBING ON A LARGER SCALE#* WHERE HIS PILOTS, IN ADDITION TO
MEETING ENIhT FIGHTER PILOTS, WOULD ENCOUNTER HEAVY ANTIAIRCRAFT FIRE WHICH
ThW DID NOT LIKE, THIS HAD AN ADVERSE EFFECT ON THEIR MORALE AND THEFORE, :R
TENDED TO :NCREkSE THE COMBAT FATIGUE FACTOR. IN THIS CONNECTION (A) THE
0OMANDING OFFICER HORNET STATED "CARRIER AIR GROUPS CANNOT MAINTAIN THEIR
EFFICIENCY FOR OVER THREE MOHTHS AT THE PRESENT PACE. THIS WILL BEOCUE MORE
APPARENT 'I& TASK FORCE THIRTT-EIGHT RUNS OUT OF TACTICAL TARGETS AND TURNS
TO STRATEGICAL BOMBING ON A LARGER SGALE. PILOTS DO NOT LIKE AA FIRE, WHICH
IS ALWAYS ACCURATE AND INTENSE TO A DEGREE DEPENDING UPON THE IMPORTANCE OF
THE TARGET. AFTM PFRIODS OF BOMBING SHORE OBJECTIVES *WL DEFENDED BY AA,
THERF TS A PRONOUNCED SLACKING OFF IN ijRIVE AND A TENDENCY TO TAKE IT EASY.
THE CURVE OF PERCENTAG3E Or DULS ON IAKE OFF INCREASES, WHICH IS ONE OF THE
FIRST SIGNS OF C=4BAT FATIGUE. IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT CONSIDERATION BE GIVEN
TO THE PROBLD OF ACCELERATING READINESS OF LEPLACOMENT GROUPS",* AND (B) CTF
38 STATED, IN PART, THAT "WCUr.NqTLY OUR CAF-RIER AIR GROUPS ARE BEING DEBILI-
TATED BY EXTENDED PERIODS OF COMBAT DUTY UNDER F 'P-BASED CONDITIONS. SERIOUS
CONSIDERATION MUST BE GIVEN IMMEDIATELY TO RELIEVING CARRIER AIR GROUPS EVERY
FOUR MONTHS" .**

COMTHIRDFLT, in his foriarding endorsement to item (b) above
stated, "Steps are now being taken to establish reasonable facilities for
training and rehabilitation of carrier air groups in the forward area and
replacement groups forward are being made available in case of necessity.
Arrangements are also being made to reduce combat employnent periods for
carrier air groups to not more than six months'.*-**

THE ABOVE ACTION BY COMTHIRDFLT AND THE RECOMMENDATJONS OF CTF 38
SHOW CLEARLY THAT THE HJGM COMMAND UP TO THIS FOINT WAS NOT SUFFICIENTLY AWARE
OF THE ADVERSE EFFECT THAT THE LONG SUSTAIN11) CCW-.LT OPERAT.IONS WERE HAVING ON
THE PILOTS AND AIR CREWS OF THE CARRIEPRS. HAD THEY BEEN SUFFICIliTLY AWARE OF
THIS ILL EFFECT, IS IT NOT REASONABLE TO ASSUME THAT REMED]Ai. ACTION 'WOULL
HAVE LM TAKEN PRIOR TO KING 11? AS IT WAS, THE RtIE*DIAL ACT.ION REC(NFNDED
ABOVE WnULD BE HELPFUL IN LATER OPERATIONS BtJT W)ULD NOT BE HELPFUL, EXCEPT IN
A MINOR WAY, IN KING 11.

SThis lack of awareness waa due, in p'art, to the fact thit (a) the
tempo .,A operations at this stage of the Pacific war had increased considera-
Soi2 witn tAie fored advancement of planned -chedeules and (b) All' "d c&rrier
'i.' cytft in the POA until this tirae had had littLe experience and no sustained
czperierice in attacrkinr strongly defended and extensive inland targets and
thcorefore, adtquate experienco was not available upon which to base logistics
a.- personnel factors (such as rep]acement, rotatioh, etc.).

-- A c-t-ion ' rt- HO i.7,1 !•y-%k u Inland, -Frm--%a, anti Philippine-v-( A.ra t.ofl,-

Octo•tr 2nd - 1)-i, 'i.9,!,, Serial 9032 October 2Pth, 194.
•-* Action Report CLTF '33, Swmniary of Ti ;* Oporations, August 29th -

Octobfr 30th, 1941*, Scria.I 00505, November 3rd, 194h, Part 111.
** L(X)M3tDIYT'n 1,1' Ervio-.ierint on Act ion hepo(r}.t.F 3G , 3unv.ar,, of TF '3

Operations- Auguqt 29tn - October 3Oth, 191J4, Serial (Y1505, Novewber
3rn, 194;, Part. iii, Sevial 9(07, January 16th, 1Q45.
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At U03 he adi-sed CTG 30.8 (Oiler Group) that he planned to fuel
one carrier group each day from October 22nd until further notice in Area
NICK, or in that vicimity as later dLrected.*

During the forenoon, as well as on preceding days, he had becomeincreasingly concerned with the ion-delivery, inordinate delay and volume of

• repeated transmissions affecting the delivery of vital dispatch traf%'ic,, which
S~caused commanders to employ increased precedezwe as a means of expediting

delivery. The net result was a gross overloading of the Primary and Secondary
FOX broadcasts at Honolulu and Manus jointly servicing Central Pacific,
THIIDFLT and SOWSPAC widts. Therefore, in order to rectify this untenable
situation, he at 1245 made certain recommendations thereon in a long dispatch
to CINCPAC of which the most important recomrendation was that a Primary FOX
be assigned exclusively for THIRDFLT traffic and that an aiternate broadcast
be established for servicing units not in THIRDFLT. He suggested that if his
recommendations were accepted they be made effective as of November lst.**

In suggesting that the proposed modifications in the system of
broadcast coverage to the forces afloat become effective about ten days
hencs, COMTHIRDFLT was (a) aware that time would be required to (1) study the
proposal, (2) effect ivter-theater coordina'iii, (3) promulgate necessary in-
structions to operating forces and shore-radio stations should the recom,-
mendations be adopted and (4) allow commands affected to notify shore-radio
stations concerned of the broadcasts they would copy and (b) desirous of
having any such changes initiated during a period of decreased activity in
current operations when the volume of cormmunication traffic would be at a
minjminm. Thus, the date of November 1st seems to indicate a feeling on the
part of COWTHIRDFIT that enemy fleet reaction to the Leyte landings, what-
ever its nature, would likely be completed during the intervening period.
This date would also give a suitable shakedown period for the new system of
oroadcasts prior to Operation HOTFOOT, scheduled at this time for November
llth.

Also during the forenoon he studied the existing situation. He
knew since he was in the NEW JERSEY with TG 38.2 (TG 38.. vas operating
nearby.) that (a) the air strikes of" TG's 38.2 and 38.3 on that day against
the Bicol - Vi- iyan area had discovored few worthwhile targets and therefore
the danger from enemy forces (and notably enemy air forces) ws not at the
momcnt serious, and (b) there had been no reports of significant sight,ngs
of enerry forces so far on this day by either SEVMNTIIFLT forces or by Western
Pacific Task Forces nor had there been any on the preceding day.

Since the operations within the central Philippine:3 appeared to
be progressing favorably and since he wis expectinr enemy opposition tf be
more in the nature of raids including Tokyo kxpr#je rtns, he appears to hav-.
felt that C ,77.2 and CTG 77.4 would be able to supply any necessary supi,'rL
and cdlose couer to TF 77 against such operations. He, therefore, now made

" O3k0FLT Dispailch 2-O11213 October 1944 to CTIUG 30.-, iii'e CTF 'W.
J* GOF'3HDF1.T Dispatch -2?10345h October 1944 to CIN(TAC, info (UC0'11FIT.



CCM(HMRFLT
October *let

an estimate of the situation to determine in what manner he might better
accomp~lish his objectiv ,s assigned his in CINCPOA Operation Plan No. 8-44.
It will be recalled that in this plan he had been given instructions as
follows: "In caL -. opportunity for denk ruction of a major portion of the
enemy fleeat offer or can be created, such destruction becomes the primary
task".* He wished tr discover whether such a situattoix offered, or wihether
he could create a uituaation which would entice the Japanese fleet units to
battle. He seems to have reasoned as follows: (a) there appeared to be
little indication of prospective attacks by the Japanese in strength ir. the
waters east of the Philippines; (b) he had intelligence information tlhat
Japanese r'lers were moving in the direction of Coron Bay; and (c) he had
also had bov'eral reports of sightings of Japanese surface forces in the South
China Sea, although these sightings were now several days old and were widely
separated.

From the above he decided that the movements of these Japanese
forces showed that possibly the Japanese were planning to bring heavy units
in ,o the South China Sea to the westward of the Philippines and that this
would create the situati~on referred to in his basic orders. He therefore at
1354 queried CC1430WESPAC as follows: "Since the South China Sea may suddenly
bacome a critical area, information is requested as to what is the earliest
estimate for a safe route to that sea via Surigao and Mindoro Straits for
(a) well escorted oilers and (b) major combatant ships,"I**

That he had for some time been. considering the possibility of
such an excursion westward of the Philippinei is disclosed by the fact that
during a conference in earl~y October he had indicated to COMSOWESPAC the,
immediate importance of opening Surigao Straits for shipping. Ad a conse-
quence COKSOWESPAC had directed the C.G. SIXTH Army andi Connainder Al-lied
Naval Forces to clear the northern tip of the Surigao Peninsula of' Mindanao
and Dinagat IslIand an additional tasks related to those already set forth in
JMISOWESPAC Operation Instructioni 70, which required the seizure. of objec.-
tives to clear Panaon Strait and Surigao Strait.***

WHIIhE THEi OONCEPT THAT THE SOUTH CHINA SEA MIGHT SUDDENLY BECOM4E
A CRITICAL AREA WAS SOUND AND WHILE IT WAS 0OX)R.RUT THEREFOfd- FOR COMTh1RDFJ.,T
TO OH'rATN VITAL INFOffATION (X)NCERNING !?OUqES INTO THAT AREýA SINCE THEb D&-
MAND!3 OF THE SITUATION, OR CINCPOA HIMSELF, MIGHT REQUIRE HIM) TO GO INTO
THAT AREA, THERE IS CON.SIDEKAPLE DOUfiT AS TO THE WISENESS OF THIS DISP.ATCH

* ~AT THIS TIiIE,9 FOR 11' GAVE INDIGATIONS) OF A DESIRE TO0 DEPART FROM¶ HIS PkK'5ýThN
POSITION IN STRATEGIC SUPPORT AND TO OPIERATE, ELSEWHERE., WHICH 1*E MIGHT WELL
HAVE REALIZED WOCULD BE O1" CONSIDFRAHLE (X)NCERIN TO (X&MWAYA'SPAC AND CTF' 77,.

At 1203 he) recelved ý,Ls -n infiŽ'rinat.ton addressee £1I'F 771m refriest
to OTU 77. 4 to conduct afternoon sweepi~ of the ai.'fi(&1ds in the westeoin

* CINCROA Op-eration Fliar No. 8-4~4, Serial ()5I .t'br27th, 3.941,.
te c)13DPL thpatch ý101,54 October- 1944 to C0KSWiE;S1'AC_, itifo GINGYAG,

C-(Y;'G38.1, GONINCH, c-' 77, 8
**il (X~)MnW*-fA C PDi srlach (~I~OeOt. okr 19f-4 to C..~HAmpý, CANO-' C

Info CAAF .1 WEý,PAC,( CUAC(1HLKT
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Visayas and northern Mindanao, the priory objective being destruction of
enesW alrcraft;* and a few minutes later at 1237 he intercepted CTG 77.-41
dispatch to CTF 77 recommending the organizatJon of morning a-I afternoon
sweeps in force over Cebu, Panay, Negros and northern Mindanao by TG 77.4
forces in order to prevent, the frequency of harmss-ng radds.**

From these dispatches hv ccmld see that sufficient aircraft were
available within TG 77.4 to accomplish any nece-sary strikes in the western
Visayas.

At 1248 he advised his conmnd that (a) a ne - Point DIESEL in
Latitude 160-35'N, Longitude 1300-20'E w- the RE corner of a fueling area
100 xiles east - west and fifty miles north - south, and (b) Area CONDOR,
established by CANF SOWESPAC, which would be used when required Iy THIRDFLT,
had its WE corner at Latitude 130 -55'N, Longitude 1300 -15'E and was 150 miles
east - west and seventy-five miles north - sout., ***I

At 1315 he received from CTF 77 an amplifying report of the Leyte
landings giving the situation as of 1400.*** This report, showed continued
favorable advance of the troops ashore and progress in unloading at the
beachhead. In particular, it made no further mention of any Japanese air
opposition to the Allied landings. Therefore, the satisfaction that 01M-
THIRDFLT had derived from the first progress report on the landings (received
at 2355 the previous day) still obtained. Thus far, his task of providing
cover and support to KING II had been accomplished successfully.

At 1408 he received CTG 38.2's dispatch nominating the FWIMAN and
STEPHAN POTTER to escort the BUNKER HILL to Manus.*

He now continued his study of the present situation. What fac-
tore, in addition to those previously mentioned, were of particular interest
to him are not known. However, It seexz.s likely that (a) one factor of con-
tidarable concern was the necessity for being prepared for Overation HOTF'OOT-
air strikes against the Japanese mainland by TF j8 and for which he had issued
a warning order on October 13th (on which day he was striking Fornmsa)-which
operation Nas scheduled for about November llthb*-"** and which based on the
assumption that the (Leyte) vituation would permit the Qithdramal of TF 38

* CTF 77 Dispatch 101949 October 294 to CTG 77.4, info C(M3RDFLT,
CTF's 78 and 79.
CTG 77.4 Dispatch 210122 October 1944 to GTF 77.

M C(M3RDYLT Dispatch 2.1034 October i944 to -3R'GT, info CfNC'AC
WMINCH, all conceniedi SOWMPAC operations.

•-** L C'F 77 Dispatch 201303 October 1944 to C(OSOW•hsiP 2 , info C(O4 NCH,
CLGCPAC, X3DFLPT, etc.

*•4 M C' 38.2 Viaual Dispatch 210501 October 191 tu X)M3QtDFILT, ion
CTF 38.

-** C(I3,KdMT Dispatch I3V438 October I 944 to C"'rs 57, 59, ,'rG'"s 0.1.
30.8, inro CcMI icH, C1hl1a,, 2TF p.
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from the vicinity of the central Philippines,* (b) a second factor, also of
considerable concern, was the deterioration of the air group in the BUNR
HILL; he necessarily was forced to give consideration to the possibility that
other air groups might also be deteriorating from combat fatigue and there-
fore that rest ant replacements were necessary; and (c) a third factor was
the fact that in the original. employment schedule.,** which he had modified
later*** and finally cancelled,**** TG'o 38.2 and 38.3 were scheduled to
depart for Ulithi about 1800 on D+3 to return to the THIRDFLT operating area
about D+1O day, during which time TG's 38.1 and 38.4 were to operate, in
general, in support of KING II.** Because of this and because operations
were apparently proceeding according to plan, he likely felt that it might
be possible to return to the original schedule.

As a result of these considerations, hs'e appears to have felt that
he would be b3ttcr able to accomplish his obJectivt--present as well as
scheduled-if he could be released from his present restrictions. Therefore,
at 1545 he (a) informed COMSOWESPAC that his present operations in strategic
position to meet the threat of enemy fleet forces were somewhat restricted by
the necessity for covering the transports and other vulnerable overseas move-
ments, (b) requested early advice regarding the withdrawal of such units to
safe positions and (c) stated that such information would permit him to
execute an orderly rearming program for his groupu and would at the same time
give him more freedom for fufther offensive action.*****

AS MENTIOHED EARLIER, THE ADVISABILITY OF SENDING DISPATCHES OF
THIS NATURE AT THIS TI3E WAS OPEN TO SERIOUS QUESTION FOR (A) THE ALLIES HAD
ONLT MADE THEIR ASSAULT LANDING ON THE PREVIOUS DAY AND WERE NOT AS YET
FIHKLY ESTAWLISHED ASHORE, (B) ALLIED APJ SUPPORT WAS STILL LIMITED LARGELY
TO CARRIER AIRCRAFT, FOR AS YET NO ALLIED LAND-BASTn AIRCRAFT WERE OPERATING
FROM PHILIPPINE BASES AND WERE NOT EXPECTEI) TO BE SO ESTABLISHED BEFORE D+5
AT THE EARLIEST, AND (C) THE STYUENGTH AND CHARACTKR OF THE FBXPECTED ENI24Y
COUNTEUACTION (AIR A14D SURFACE RAIDS AND TOKYO EXPRESS OPERATIONS) HAD TET
TO PE DETERMINED ALTHOUGH THERE WERE GROWING INDICATIONS THAT THIS DET1'ERMINA-
TION A)ULD SOON BE FCRTHCOMING.

At 1550 he intercepted a dispatch which seems to have irritated
him. This was the dispatch from CTF 77 to CTF 38 requesting a dusk CAJP of
eight VF from TF 38 to be over the objective area from 1730 until 1900 on

* CINGPCA Dispatch 071125 October 1944 to COM3W)FLT, info CMSOWESPAC,

"CO HINCH OMSUBMA, COMSI:RVBPA•A, COMAIRPAC, GTF 38 and (TF 57.
SGCUSTCARTASKFORPAC (CTF 38) Operation Order No. 1J-"4, Serial (XXM20,

October 1s-L, 1944, qnnex C, l*p]oyment S3cledule.
* M43RDFLT Dispatch 180449 October 194' to UTG 38.1, info (TG 38.2,

etc.
•+*t (4M3RDF1,T IdA)patch 191329 Octolber . 9414 to UTE -t and all TGCIB of

TF 38, Jinfc tXI1INCH, CGMSOWýfESAC, CINCPAC, etr.
•w-01* OOM3RDFLT IAtp•i 5 .tch 210645 October i944 to J(•Z<•Wi.;}'4 , info CIN'-AC,

CTF 77, C7 INCH, cTrF +11, (,GT(+, o
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D+1, D-)2 r'P, thereafter as practicabh•,,* His Irritation was due to the tact
that %twz GTF '77 on the precedirg day hd made a similar request t CT 38.1

Sor -Vday anJ day;3 subsequent thereto,,** an wvel as a request for o'trikes
againat the Visayas after D-2ay,*** he ((OMTHIPMFLT) had personally repli.ei
for MG 38.1 stating that he apnro'.ed the Visayan strikes on the 21.st.****
In this dispatch he had made no mention of the dusk CAP beyond citing the
dtspctch referonce (191930)** since he ws probably aware that CTG 38,1 mid.d
reply in the affirmative to CTF 77'1 request,, which mas done.***** lie quite
likel hooed that by thus citing the dusk CAP request in conjunction with the
strike reqiest, CIF 7? would realize that he (COMTHIRDFLT) was assuming pax
aonal contrml over the movements and cconitments of his fast carr.er task
groups aul w)ould therefore submit future requests of this natnre directly to
him for action.

He coulid no-v see that th)is hope had fallen on barren ground for
CTF 7r instead of making a request to him had made the request to UTF 38.
He reacted :Lteaiat.ely and at 1615 (a) directed CTF 38 br Tl*.hS voice radio
not to attempt to comply with CTF 77's 2•0425 stating that, he would an-
swer***** and (b) told CTF t7 that it was impracticable to comply and
referred him to his 210645 to ('M3SGWESP9C (referred to above).,1**•*w

It would be instructive to discover why ,.t was that COMWiit•JD1FIT
omitted CINCPOA as an information addressee frm tisis dispatch w!ereas in
the previous dispatch relating to the same general subject matter he had
included CINCPOA.

At 1757 he notif2.•d WK >SOWESPAC and CTF 77 by dizpýatch :'J, the
results of the dawn, fighter simeps ýuid first strikes again,,st tho icilo. -
Visayas area. He stated theceb.i that (a) there were few targets ren.ining
in the Coron Bay and southern Luzo•n 6reas and tha only shippl.ng at Coron Bay
consisted of one previously damaig-. cargo vessel, one srmall co ,.stal cargo
ship and a onr-hundre( foot escort, all of' which were swuk; thi ce patrol
boats were sun)k at Batangas Ray ii! southwestern Lz.oyi, (b) one petrol boat.
was s3ulk ,•.tt Cebu, (c) two medium carpo ships and t'-. luggers wtrti damaged at
Masbate anid a numtxer of ammuinti-cn 'harges were dedttroy'od, (d) thiri:eeri air.-
borne enemy plaw es were shot dovm, including three by search pl.aneo and CAP,
(e) thirty-seven planes 'ere destroyed or. the grounm, including owie that had

*CX(V'7'HFLT DIspatch •,1421 October 1 01, to CTF '.8, infn C1( F,'r,
Ocr's 78, 79, Gs 7.4, 18.1, 38.4.,

** tl<F '77 Dispatch 191930 October 1944 to C-TG 38,W1, info (00M.PLDFIT,
(,TG 71.4, eLt.
CTF 71 ',Jspa'ch 191921 (Gctober 19414 to X('.3RDVLT, info fi'J8i 3,11

,...; . 7 .P " 18, 78, 7?
38.2 38* , # .7 I C, •''

•* C(13IRIfFLT Dtspatch ?~�ý14 Octoh'or 19•4 t. (CrF 77, nt'}.PA
COM2OIq' ;II al ' 'C' si 4W) and 7TH F']et..t8Noll (-,I'G 38.1 Dispatch 20Y)21ý Octo~ber 1944 to UIVF 7'/ info C.n 38.4.

S* (X74,IRD1FLT TF6 Voice RPd(dt Messag, 'M615il October 1944 to (PIF 3W.
•/ ***,*-* Gf•UFLT' D•atch "0771" October 1944 to (CF '77, inf, GUOP.)'L.AC,

31.4
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been prtviostmu\ damaged, (f) barracks buildings and u p', aible hangar had
been dwnted at Bulan in southeastern Luzon, (g) a total of forty-four enemy
planes r-em•ained at, Marvela (garbled-probably Manapla in northern Negros),
&.. Jose, Bulan, Legaspi and Sararia, some of wh.ch were probably damaged

¶ a•nd (h) ova losses consisted of three planes, one pilot and one crewman.*

Information concerning Ja.anese reaction to the abo.-- attacks ts
rather m~sger ,Cnr the few records which are available are contradictory:
(a) the ntay in the southern PkRlippines stated that be+wetj. Q73l and 1530
eighty eari-er fightorv (F 6 7's), thirty carrier bombers (SBD's) and six arnV
sim•£• bomb'sru (251s) strafed and bombed Cobu and Mactan, hitting the ai r
fields with se'aral bnmbs and setting afjre six carrier-type fighters;,-*
(b) the axtu in Tokyo stated that the Philippines were attacked by . total
of 912 plxnes (eightymone land-based) and rix Japanese pla..es fadiled to
return;*** (c) a pcst••r monograph stated that about 100 Allied car ter
planes attacked Legaspi and Btlan areas;*f*l and (d) the iary in 1..o staiod
that about 150 enemy aircraft attacked the central Philippines.*M**
Actually, the total Allied attacks were: TF 38-356; TG 77.4--44; FIFTH Air
Forceu64; a total of 464 strikes.

At 1810 he received, as an information addressee, a dispatch
from (XMSEVENTHFIT, which dispatch stated that since Coroon Bay anchorage
appeared most likely to be used as a concentration or fueling area for
important elements of the Japanese fleet which might attempt to attack the
Allied forces at Leyte, it was requested that C.G. FIFTH Air Force (a) main-
tain that bay under the closest practicat e air observation and (b) report
and attack any enemy ships sighted.N*W*-* Before the receipt of tUi dis-
patch, since he apparently hd the same intelligence regarding Coron Bay
that CO WE24THFLT had, he had already launched and recovered a morning
strike group against ths area and knew there was no iwrthwhile chipping
there except a previously damaged cargo. ship, a email coastal cargo vessel

* CO3ffl)FL9 Dispatch 21,057 October 1944 to (Xtt3OWESPAG, CINCPAC,
info GOKINCH, (MT7THFLT, and all TFC's 3MFIT.

"jWar Diary 61ST Air Frotuila, October 1944, WC Document 16(,643,
NA 12260.
Daily Record of the War Situation, GHQ, FEC, Special Hiltoriý,al
Collection, Supporting Documentb to General of the Army Douglas
MacArthur's Histcrical Report on Allied Oprations Southwest Pacific
Area (Item 4, Footlocker 10 of 10, SWPA Series, Vciur.. I1).

'*A- Philippine Area Naval Operations, Part II, October - December 194,
.Nn ond Demobilization Puroan, .Japanese Government, Octcer 1947,

Detptrtment off the Arnmy Historica] Division, FiV- No. 8-5, JS-104.
,*~1* fl•i s-d tfor lituation Estuiates•1ST Section Naval General Staff,

October 194L, 4)G DoAument 2107(4 (Hicro.lnj)
****,-, ruMPI'THLT Dispatch 2:10526 october 1944 to 0.G. 5TH Air Force and

GAAF S0WPAQ AC, nto GO$OŽPAC and C(I43fIWFLT.
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C(XTHIRDFLT

October 21st

and a small escort, all of which were destroyed. Militarily speaking, he
know that as of this time the bay was deserted.

At 1816, In the NEW JERSEY with COG 38.2, he headed via a circui-
tous route for Point READY while CTG 38.3 headed for Point MICK.

At 1835 he learned that C.G. FIFTH Air Force, between 1115 and
1130 on October 22nd (the following day), planned to hit Cagayan (northern
Mindanao) with one group of B-24•'•*

At 2014 he learned that a B-24 had reported sighting at 1115, in
Latitude 030 -30'N, Longitude U180-40'E, an enenor convoy consisttig of one
battleship, three light cruiisers, three destroyers and six unidentifi'i ships
on course 170(T), speed fifteen knots.** He could not have been too much
concerned with this contact since these ships were (a) proceeding away from
the objective area, (b) with relation to his own command, far away and (c)
wit in striking radius of Allied shore-based aircraft from Morotai (Plate
XXVII),

At 2036 he received a contact report relayed by CINCPAC reporting
the 1530 sighting (by China-based aircraft) of an. enemy task force consisting
of one carrier, three heavy cruisers and four destroyers in Formosa Strait in
Latitude 230-10'N, Longitude lr-50'E, on course 0450(T), speed fifteen
knots.*** As explained under the "Operations of C.G. FOURTEENTH Air Force,
October 21st", these ships were either (a) a convoy of merchant ships escorted
by the carrier SHINYC (CVE) heading for -Japan or (b) the SECOND Striking
Force.

Wtt r'eactio'ý he had to the above contact r,r:"-t is not knotwe;
but since (a) he knew through a submarine contact report fI-f norther•t Formosa
at 1400 October 19th that an enany task force consisting ,.f four cruisers and
five destroyers (SL3XNI) striking Force) had been sightcAl heading west towa-d
Formosa Str-ait*•** anOI (b) ne had received no further inforrmation concerning
this unit either from his air ',earches or fron, Allied submarines, it is possi-
ble that he may hiv, houjw't thtat these twi nawdi fc.--es wight be planning to
rendezvous and then p, ',haps, with the carry ers froM the Ervire, engage in
soctw sort of raids ag.imLt Leyte or TlIIIIDLt' Forces.

At 21550 hc' received a cont-ct report from the BARBEL regarding an
enemy subakirine of the 1-15 class t,iplited et 1,00 in Latitude 22 0-46'N, Longi-
tude ) 3 2 t 2 'E oih course 21(7°1n), s•l•wd ten knots,. 3ince the BARbF.l had no

* 0.. 5Z H Air Fo-rCe -i-spateb 5i _11 -. I Oct7ol,0 dl ý 1') h to (W PJlJLT,

S•X•SOXV~P, C, 0'T -3, .7, 7",5 /1, etc.
"" �£7. `.131H Air Ftrcoe Di pat Lci 2/I October 19)41 to all inter'e-,ted

4 1* '1:NOPe()A I)ip.-ttrti .l'7t:ot,•t•'lý- to CX'HUDFLT, 0TH' 77, z.!l TU'Cs
ST(;] '3 "d)Fii1' ( ho-.en's p.;._ , t { C MOIN,'1V '1-dO;DINif Iispa ten 2-1930

Oc-tob-er 1944 to CINC.!ýC).
0 * T0 xr m 1)1 (R' 'i90' 1 .', er I ."I t- 'NSA. 1;1IA it ft (XtiA )FT,'T
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('ff HIRDFLT

October 21st

toipedoes and was unable to close the 'ange for gun battle prior to dark, the
-;ubmarine escapc .* This submarine appears to have been one of the five sub.-
marines (1-38, 41, 46, 53, RO-43) which had depart'd the Empire on October
19th. Altt'ýgh the Japanesf submarine reports availat -, to this study do not
indic-te that the Japanese submarines had sighted the BARBEL, there seems
little doubt of their identity for both the 1-38 and I- J were of the 1-15
claq- and the plot shows that both of t' -e su' .arines were in the vicinity
of the BARBEL's conta,-+ at this time.**

At 2228 he received a dispatch from CINCPAC to the effect (a)
thai, (FOURTEENTH Air Porce) scarch planes had reported many -ontacts on enemw
merchant shipping during the past three days and as recently as 1300 on the
Tourane (Annam) - Hong Kong routes, mostly moving northeast, and (b) some of

-tis traffic was from southern Hainan.*N

THIS WAS AN INTELLIGENT DISPATCH AND SHOWS CONSIDERABLE UNDER-
STANDING OF THE NECESSITY F(R COORDINATION BETWEEN THE CHINA-BASED U.S. OM-
MANDS AND THOSE OF CC4SOWESPAC AND CINCPAC. BY THIS DISPATCH COMNAVGRPCHINA
ADVISED THE ALLIED SUBMARINE COMMANDERS AS TO THE GENERAL ROUTES OF JAPANESE
MERCHANT TRAFFIC AND GAVE THEM INFORMATION UPON WHICH THEY COULD RE-ESTIMATE
THE SITUATION AND PERHAPS REDEPLOY CERTAIN SUBMARINES IF THE STRATEGICAL
SITUATION WITH RELATION TO THE KING II OPERATION PERMITTED.

CINGPACts re-encyphfrment of this dispatch as information to
CC*MTHIRDFLT and to the TFC's and TGC's of THIIUDFLT was done as a matter of
policy. He had previously directed COXNAVGRPCHINA to retransmit all contacts
to him (CINCPOA) for rebroadcast to the followirg addressees: COMSOWESPAC,
CXMINCH. MTF 77, GOMTHIicDFLT, all TFC's and TGC's THIRDFLT.****

At 2332 he received CTF 77's summary report of operations for
this day. Among the items of interest to him were: (a) operations were
continuing according to ichedule; (b) AK and LST unloading was progressing
satisfactorily; (c) bulldozers were working on the Tacloban airstrip; and
(d) early morning raids were by a small number of planes mostly singles.***W
The effect of the combination of iall of these no doubt strengthened his de-
sire to continue his planned gradual withdrawal from the immediate vicinity
of the objective area in order to be in position for strategic support of
KING II and at the same time prepare for his next scheduled operation.

* BARMFE Dispatch 210907 October 1.944 to COMSUBPAC, info CM'3RDFLT.
S Merit Ratikng Reports for Naval Ship Units (Submarine Operations),
October 1944, WNC Document 161011.

*** CINCFAC Dispatch 211206 October 194" to (XICtUBPAC, C)MSURiOW1LPAC,
irfo WOMINCH, COM3RDFLTL and all TFC's and TGC's 3RDFLT (Ke-encypher-
ment. of iLX1AAVGRPCHINA Dispatch 210b(X) October 1944 to CINCPAC,
Cc04SURPAC, COM2UBSOWESPAC.).

*** CINCPOA Dispatch l52255,' October 1944 to COMNAVCGHPCHINA, info "3MSU-
WESPAC, CTF 77, C.C*3HDFLT, all TFC's and TI,'s 3RDFLT.

~*** CTF 77 Di,5patch 21.0946 October 1944 to 0 *SOý')PAC, info DIINCi1,
CINCPOA, CCM43RJ)FLT, all TFCI'ý and 'NC's 3RDnlT and 7THFLT, CXM7THFLT

(Administratl ve).
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-OTG's 38.1 & 38.4
October 21st

At about thds time he reueivm, a dispatch from CA4NAVGRPCHINA
reporting that as a result of photographic reconnaissance there were at
1015, October 20th, thirty-one ships in Hong Kong harbor totalling 127,00)
tons, eleven naval craft and 22,150 tons of shipping in drydock.* Since
moste of this was clearly merchant shipping and since the naval. craft were
likely small craft (otherwise the photo interpretation would have indicated
something larger), it seems probable that he considered these units to be
proper submarine targets and of little concern to the THIRDFLT.

At 2400 CCITHIRDFLT, in TG 38.2, continued to head for Point

READY via a circuitous route since Point READY was but fifty miles awv.

(I) TF 38 (Fast Carrier Force)

(a) Operations of CTG 38.1 and CTG 38.4, October 21st.

CTG'8 38.1 (OTC) and 38.4 continued to proceed in company
on course 0350(T) at twenty knots to rendezvous at 0700 with TG 30.8 in the
vicinity of Point MICK (Latitude )5q-.00'N, Longitude 130-O0O'E).**

At 0625 readezvoub was effected with the fueling group
consisting of nine oilers (NEOSHO, SCHLYLKILL, ESGAMBIA, MONONGAHELA, TWA-
HAWK, KVMEBAGO,, CHIKASKIA, PATLTENT, PECOS), two escort carriers (NEHiTA
BAY and SARGF1T BAY) and one replacement carrier (SITKOH BAY) plus a number

of screening destroyers and destroyer escorts.**

At 0700 the McCALL, which, since s~uffering an engineering

casualty on October 16th, had been operating temporarily with the oiler group
rejoined TG 38.4 in accordance with CTG 38.4 dispntzh "00553.tm At about
the same time the FARENHOLT was detaoh,.d from the oiler group and joined
TG 38.1 in accordance with COMTHIRDFLT dispatch O60132.-*N*

Fueling was ccmmenced at 0708 on base course 0700(T),
speed twelve knots, but the speed was nresently reduced to ten knots to
improve the fueling.

Although the seas were smooth and favorable for fueling,
flying conditions irn the area were generally uiidesirable, with variable winds
and low ceiling-s and periods of intense precipitation during the early morn-
ing. *

* QOKNAVGRPCHINA Dispatch 211012 October 1944 to COM3RDFLT, info CINCPAC
CCJSOWESPAC, COMSUBPA C.

** War Diaries TGG's 38.1 and 38.4, October 21st, 1944.
*** War DLary McCALL, October 2i-t, 1944.
**** War Diary FARENHOLT, October 21st, 194A.
"***** War Diary COWPENS, October 21st, 1944; also Deck Logs FRANKLIN and

BILOXI, October 21st, 1944.
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CTG's 38.1 & 38.4
October 21-st '

At 0722 CONfRUDIV SIX, in WICHITA, reported for duty with
CTG 38.4.* He was accompanied by the NICHOLSON which had been sent from TG
38.4 to escort him.** Three minutes later the CCWPENS, escorted by GRAYSON,
reportet- Iror duty with CTG 38.1.**N% It will be recalled that WICHITA had been
released from temporary duty with TG 30.3 in accordance with COMTHIRDFLT dis-
patch 190150** and the COWPENS and GRAYSON had been detached from TG 30.3 in
Accorlance with CU1MTHIRDFLT dispatch 200027.*"-ý*

At 1400 both task groups had completed fueling, having
received a t,,tal of 166,000 barrels of fuel oil and 431,000 gall-,ns of avia-
tian gasolil )

During this per5 ,d TG'1 58.1 and 38.4 (a) received from
the 6I[1KOC ;AY four VT (WASP two; MONiEREY and H!ORNET one each) aad eight VT
FRAiLIN two; ENTERPRISE si-x) replacement aircraft, respectively, and ai ! total of six pilots art ten aircrewmea (HORNET thr,ýe pilot. , six aircrewmen;

SWUSP one pilot, one a•rcre"•an~what ship or shipq received the remaining twoI pilots and three aircrewmen is not known as the records are incomple~e), and

(b) de: [vered to the SITIOH BAY four flyable duds (one VF from COWPEN'O, one
VFF from ENTERISE, one VB from HORNET at. one VT from MONTEREY' .***

After completiiun of fuel r•, tLe wo *-isk groups furmed
cruising dispositio and headed west to rendezvous wl 1.h TG :.2 at 0600 the
next day in the vicinity - Point READY (Latitude 15o-0'N, L.ngitude 127°-
OM'E) where in accordarce with COt"/Hl1•FLT' s 2O122;, *-1~**** the three groupq
were to operate ii. strategic support o1 KINCG TI.

From sunrise ,ntAl sunetL CIJ' 3'8.L maintained a Chi of
eight VF and a SNASP of four 1F .and four VT; CTG .4 flew a CAP of e- ht
VF and an ASP of four VT during the same period. Thei,, .q ere no eneia, contaf. s.

At 2400 these task groups were in a mean position Latitude
15°-O3*N, Longitude 1o8 0 .-30'E, on bearinr. 086 0 (T), distant nint-ty miles from
Point READY. At this time TG 38.1 had a tota! of 145 VF, 4" VB and 54 VT
and TG 38.4 a total of 109 VF, 44 VB and •4 VT,

At thiF time TG 38.1 consisted of WALIP, HORNET, KWNT&E•Y,
COWPENS , CH HThh, PENSACOLA, SALT LAKE CITY, )AN L)IEfGO, OAKLAND, MARiHALL,
DUNLAP, FANNING, CASE, CASSIN.V DiMNES, CI4MINNGS, McCALLA, GRAYOý)N, WxJDW(1UH,

* War Diary CUM4CRUDIV October 21st, 1944.
** COM3RDFLT Dispatch 190150 October 1944 to CTG 38.4 and CUVCKiUI)IV S,

info C(41.NCH, CI.NCPAC, etc.
War Diary CU*P&NS, October .1hst., 1944; atio Deck Logs, FANhtIN and
BILOXI, October 21st, 1944.
C0K3hDFL'r Dispatch 2000(7 October 194.4 )o (CTSrG 30.3, info (()M.TN(H,
CINCPAC, etc.

***** War Diary CTG 30.8, October 21st, 1944.
**-*** War Diary SITKOH BAY, October 21st, 1944.

* * Deck Logs FRANKLIN and BILOXI, October 21st, 1944; also War Diarie!s
OAKLAND, CGkii}•i and PEN.3ACOLA, October ?IsL, 1944.
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aCTh, 38.2 & 381.3
October aut

IZARD, ONNUR, FARS4HOLT, BROWIA; and TO 38.4 consisted ef FRANKLIN, SAN
JACINTO, INTERPRISL, BELLEAU W)DW, WGNIOTA, BILOYI, M.W O&uEASS? MA4IM,
_•GRMDLET, HM, McCALL, MUGFORD, RALPH T&.LEBL P ATT&RON, BAGLE!, WJlKES,ý

-- 'NICHSN•, SWANSON.

(b) Operations of CTG 38.2, and MG 38.3, October 21et.

'M's 38.2 and 38.3 arrived in their dawn launching posi-
tions about sixty males northe- st of San RBrnardinc Strait in the -vicinity o?
Latitude i°-3otN, Longitude 1250..30r, and coucenc& launching aircraf't in
accorda.xce wtiLh CTF 38 vismal dispatch 200735 which Cireoted that GTG 38.2
strike Cebu, Masbate, Negros and Panay; Car 38.3 strike southern Luzon,

-,indoro and Coron Pay:*

51rike
D Time aDsiznation Composition Sorties

06100 VF SI'niep 43 VF. 5 VF(P) 43
O60O ABLE 61 VU, 58 VI, 28 VT 147
0800 BA KEN 56 VF.. 5:3 VB, 52~ VT 161

Total Sorties 356

Ilie arraarnnt for the above strikes consisted generally
to bobs, •ncendiary clusters ard ockets in addition to the stanard load-

ing of machine gun p mnit in.

'The .wather in the operating area was gesnerallyr favora-
ble, with peirtly cloudy ský.es, moderate seas, occasional rain squalls, fair
visibility and good flying conditions: over the target areas the wea.ther wtfs
excellent with clear skies and visibility about twevnty mwies. The sun rose
at 0(40.**

t Action Report. HUNRER HILL, October 7th - 26th, 1944, Serial 0293,
October 27th, 1944; Action, Urport CMXYr, Okinawa Jima, Forosa, Vi.aycsya
etc., October oth -- 14th and Octotbr :3tkh - 31st, 1904, Serial 069,
October 31st, 1944; Action Report HANCOCK, October 6th - 31st, 1944,
Serial 0100, November 3rd, 1`4,4; Action Remit TNREID, Operations
against Nanseti 5kioto, Forsa•.3t, Luzon, Visayas, etc., Strateg> Support
of laniing Operations on Leyte, Serial 0166, no fjat,. but probably early
Novomber 1944; Action Report LAŽN'A.JY, Operations in S.)upport or Seizur:>
and Occupation of Leyto-S-wmr Ar,t(. Orttbtkr 6th -- J3Ui.h, 194.4. Serial
0227, Novemwber 7th, .2944; Deck Logs JNISý(, iN•i•fl•D, INb'ENENC8,,
October 21st, 19114; Aircraft Action Kep.irt Air Group 15, Report of Air
O.erations during p..rI.(x, October .'At .-.. 27'th, 1944, GAG 5. Ser.al 026,
November 11th, 1941d, Alrcnaft Action teportx, Air Groupt 7, 8, 15, 18,
19 a 19, Octkber .1s., 1944; War diary W.94, October 21st, 19L4.

** War Diary LANGLEY, October 2"1st, 1944; also Action Rtport LANILEY ar,'
HANCOCK, O<ctober uth - 3 I P , 1.44, Oreat! onq .o SupportI of De;iarc

and Occupation of Leyte-Saankiar Area, Se.- ()22"7, November 7th, 1942,4.



CTGts 38t2 & 38.3
October 21A ..

The above strikes claimed a total of fourteen enewW air-
craft shot down in the air and fifty-line destroyed on the grwunud, No onexq
.)perational airtieldb wee foiLun on Mindoro nor in the Picol area. Forty
eneaw planes were strafed on the new Lipa airfields sixty miles south of
Manila of which thirteen (includedi in the above total) were reportedly
aGztroyed. The remainder of destruction to aircraft on the ground occurred
in the eentral Visayas; viz., ten on Lahug and Opon airfields (Cebu), twenty-
soven on San Jose airfield (Pariay) awd nine on Tanza airfield (Negros). In-
terpretation of photographs taken of Fabrica airfield on Negrns showed thirty
carefully camuflaged planes, apparently operational, although this airfield
was not attacked.*

In regard to enemy shdpping at Coron Bay a previously
damaged medium cargo ship, a small coastal cargo vessel and a one-hundred
foot escort were claimed to have been destroyed; three small cargo ships
were reportedly sunk respectively off Rcniolon Island (north of Panay); Igbon

( -and Gigantes Island (northeast of Panay); three patrol boats were claimed
sunk at Batangas Bay (southerm Luzon) and one off Cebu; an annunition barge
was exploded at M sbate.*

As previously stated under the "Operations of COMTHIRDFLT,
October 2lst" in connection with his euimaary dispatch report of the fighter
sweeps and first strikes, availabli> Japanese accounts relative to the above
attacks merely state that (a) various numbers of Allied army and carrier-based
planes attacked areas in southeastern Luzrn and the central Visayas, (b) six
carrier-type fighters were set afire or. the ground at Cebu and Mactan and
(a) six airborne planes failed to return. In the case of Cebu, except as
mentioned below', there is no way to adjudicate the claims of damage or des-
truction since planes from TG 7704 and amy planes from Morotai also attackciý
this island during the day; and no specific times are mentioned in the Japr,-
nese records. (The six planes destroyed on the ground at Cebu and Mactan
have been credited to TG 77.4 by this analysis).

'ihe claims of shipping damaged or destroyed appear to have
been excessive since postwar records show that on Octob.r 21st only three
sraal ships Aere sunk or (lamaged. These were (a) the sr.a23 cargo ships DOGO

MAR of 2•4•1-9 tons which was punk; this occurred in Lptituno iZ-351N, Longi-
t tide 122-16t1'** (oft' Romblon Island) and wa,, done by carrier-based aircraft,
pr-sraably from TG 38.3 since these were supposedly the only planes attacking
in this area, (b) the sqiivll cargo ship of 2158 tons RYOCHI MARU w1ich was
"sunk in Latitude l°O-i 4 t'N., Longitude l23.-44thE'•* (Just west of Hantayan

Operational Snumaries o," Carri'•r Strikes, (XA43RDFLT Serial 00109,
Novemdo.n 22rd, 1944; Action Report CTG 38.2, October 6th - November
3rd, 1944, Serial 00)40, Novembder Pth, 1941 !; r Diry Jl'" 38.3,
October 2)1st, 1944Q.

"* IVmperial Japan2se Navy in World War I., Military History Sect.lon,
zpeol-l Staff, SI~iQ, �fC, February 1162.

*** Japanesar Naial and Merch ot Losces During WW I, Joint Ar-my--Navy
Assesgrnent Comnittee, Febrwiry 1947; Imperial Japaxnete Navy 'norll War
ii, Military History Stction, 5pecial Staff, (iHQ, FRC, Febhnuary 19Q2.
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CTG's 38.2 & 38.3

"October 21st

Island) and (c) the auxiliary minesweeper No, EIGHT which mas sunk in the
Visayan Sea to -the northeastward of Panay and near Gigantes Island. The
sinking in (b) was affected by carrier-based aircraft* (likely from TG 38.2),
and that in item (c) by carrier-based aircraft (likely from TG 77.4).

A Japanese ship of unknown type and tonnage (HOKICHI
MARU) was also Tjnk on this day in Sogod Bay, Gebu, from unknown causes.**

In addition to the above strikes, CTG 38.2 conducted-in
accordance with orders from COMTHIRDFLT***-.(a) a morning and an afternoon
search which searched the sector between 3100 (T) and O2OO(T)**** to 300 miles
or to land, in order to contact enemy ships passing close along the coast;
both searches consisted of seven VF and seven VT from the CABOT (the morning
search was laumched at 0600 and recovered at 1257; the afternoon search was
launched at 1244 and recovered at 1814-the results of both searches were
negative except for two enemy land-attack planes shot down during the morn-
ing,***** and (b) a combined photographic and antisnooper flight consisting
of six VF and two VT from the PRINCETON; this flight was launched at 1200 and
recovered at 1500. After photograpling the coast line at the extreme SE end
of the Luzon Peninsula in order to discover enemy shipping that might be
hiding under camouflage close to shore, it patrolled the sea area between
Luton and TG's 38.2 and 38.3 with negative results.****•*

From dawn until sunset CTG 38.2 maintained a CAP of six-
teen VF and an ASP of four VB; CTG 38.3, a CAP of eight VF and an ASP of four
VB/VT. In addition, CTG 38.2 maintained a night CAP of two VF(N) from 0000
until 0606, and three VF(N) from 1A40 until 2000;****+** CTG 38,3, a CAP of
two VF(N) from 0330 until dawn.*-* *

Enemy air activity in the vicinity of the two task groups
was limited to (a) a low flying twin-engine plane that was sighted at 0945 by

* Japanese Naval and Merchant Losses Dt ring WW I, Joint Army-Navy
Assessment Conmnittee, Februai- 1947; imperial Japanese Navy World War
Il, Military History Section, Special Staff, GHQ, FEC, February 1952.
Imperial Japanese Navy in World War 11, Military History Section,
Special Staff, G(iQ, FEC, February 1952.

NOW COM3RDFLT Dispatch 191329 October 1944 to CTF 38 and all TGC's TF 38,
info COMINCH, COMSOWESPAC, CINCPAC, CTG 30.3, etc.; also GTF 38
Visual Dispatch 2(X0735 October 1944 to CTG's 38.2, 38.3, info
COM3RDFLT.

o•G 38.2 TBS Voice Radio Message 211240/1 t, .ober 1944 to CT9 38.
* War Diary CABOT, October 21st; also Aircraft Action Report Air Group

29, Octobho- ;Ist, 1944, Serial (X)24, November 7th, 1944, forwarded
by Commanding Officer CABOT, 1ST Endorsement of November 9th, 1944;
altio C7(; 38.2 Voice Radio Messare 211.4401, October 1944 to CTF 3A
and CTG 38.2 Visual Dispatch 210452 October 194/4 to GOM3HDKT.

*N-**** Aircraft Action Report Air Group 27, Octobpr 17th - 21st, lV44,
forwardied by PRINCETON, Sierial tJ/, November 10th, 194(.

*'*** e 'r Diary lND*!FiNDiENE, October 21st, 1944.
****~*t* War Y iarv LAN(ULY., October Zist, 1944.
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CTG's 38.2 & 38.3
October 21st

thelookouts on the LEXINGTON eight miles, bearing 300°(T) from TG 38.3; this
plane escaped* and reported to Commander FIFTH Base Air Force that at 0935 it
had contacted one battleship and twenty-four other ships in position bearing
3500 (T), distant ]-60 miles from Suluan Island** (This position was about fif-
teen miles to the westward of TG 38.3's position), (b) a two-engine land
bomber shot down by the CAP from TG 38.2 at 1121 bearing 0350 (T), distant
about thirty-five miles.*** No information on item (b) is available from
Japanese records.

Total aircraft losses for the day for both task groups
from all causes were four VF, one VB and two VT, including two VF lost as a
result of combat damage and two VF and one VT that were jettisoned. Personnel
losses consisted of one aircrewman lost operationally.***

At 0845 CTG 38.2 received a dispatch from CGMTHIRDFLT ask-
ing him to nominate two destroyers as escorts for the BUNKiER HILL then sched-
uled to be sent to Manus,**-* and at 1401 he nominated the 3BNHAM and STEPHEN

Upon completion of tha day's flight operations at 1822,
CTG 38.2 headed on a circuitous route toward Point READY (Latitude 15 0 -O0N,
Longitude 1270 -00'E) where he was to join CTG's 38.1 and 38.4 at 0600 the
following day and was then to operate in strategic support of KING II in the
vicinity of this point. Meanwhile, CTG 38.3 headed toward Area MICK to
rendezvous with the oiler group (TG 30.8) at 0700 the next morning.* *

At 2400 CTG 38.2 was in Latitude 140-181N, Longitude 1270-
20'E, or about 1460 (T), distant fifty miles from Point RFADY, and CTG 38.3 was
in Latitude 140 -40N, Longitude 1280 -O0'E, or about 2600(T), distant 120 miles
from Point KICK. At this time TG 38.2 had a total of 179 VF, 70 VB and 71 VT
a•d TG 38.3 had a total of 138 VF, 55 VB and 54 VT.

S * War Diary LEXINGTON, October 21st, 1944.

Vice Admiral Matome Ugaki, IJN (COMBATDIV 1), Personal Diary
SENSOROKU, Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha (Tokyo, March 15th,
1.953), Volume II; Appended Chart II, Enemy Fleet Disposition on
October ?1st, 1944, Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. I
Operation, October 20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
War Diary BUNKERt HILL, October 21st, 19414; also Deck Log ESSEX,
October 21st, 1944.
War Diaries INTREPID, CABOT, INDEPENDENCE and HANCOCK, October 21st,
1944; Aircraft Action Report. Air Group 19, Oct ober 21st, 1944;

L Action Report BUNKER HILL, October 7th - 26th, 1944, Serial 0293,
October 27th, 1944.

S• *** CCK3R[)FL.T Dispatch 202345 October 1944 to CTG 38.2, i_.", CTF 38.
S***** CPTG 38.2 Visual Dispatch nO501 October 1944 to COM3RDFI'Z, info

CTFF 38.
•****I* War Diary IANGLEY, October 21st, 1944.
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t7W 30.5
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(2) Operations of CTG 30.5 (Air Search, Reconnaissance, and
Photographic Group), October 21st.

CTG 30.5 continued air searches from Kossol Passage, Saipan
and Tinian (Plate XVI) as shown on Diagram C.*

Except for his searches, the day was uneventful.

Sometime during the late evening he received dispatches as
follows: (a) from CTU 30.5.1 to the affect that the seaplanes searching the
600-aile sector 3000-360 0 (T) from Kossol Passage had completed their searches
to the full distance with a coverage of 100 per cent except for sectors 3000-
310 0 (T) and 320 0-3300(T) where the coverage because of bad weather was about
ninety per cent;** (b) from CTU 30.5.3 to the effect that the PB4Y's search-
ing the 1000-mile NW sector (2720-3530(T)) from Tinian had conpleted their
searches to the full distance with a coverage of but ninety per cent.***

All searches under (a) and (b), except for minor contacts,
were repurted negative.

While the facts concerning these searches from Tinian are not
As complete as they might be (item (b)), nevertheless, the information avail-
able-e.g., Squadron Master Flight Logs (recording total time for each
flight), Aircraft Action Reports and pilotts statements--is sufficient to
challenge the accuracy of CTU 30.5.34s dispatch report. The Master Flight
Logs for the three squadrons flying the nine sectore to the northwest of
Tinian this day reveal the average flight tivý to be 12.46 hours. It is
estimated that tw-Ienths of an hour was dissipated during each mission in
other tthn flying the actual track (total time was reckoned from the time
the plape took off until it returned to the chocks). Therefore the average
tim- for each flignt is more accurately 12.26 hours.

A review of aircraft action reports relating to this period
reveals that the missions were flown at varying altitudes at an indicated
airspeed of 140 knots. Correcting this speed for average altitude and the
air temperature normal for the area, a true air speed of 150 'cnots is
der:lved. Discounting the effect of wind which theoretically at least would
hAve an adverse effect on the average ground speed, it is computod that at
a ground speed of 150 P3xýc-ts, 13.5 hours would elapse in properly coveiing
the aesigned sector. The flight would consist of a 950 miles outbound leg
(assuming radar coverage for the last fifty miles of the sector), a 100
miles cross leg and a 950 miles inbound leg or a total flight of 2000 miles.

* War Diaries VPWHs 1.02, i, 117 and 216, October 21st, 1944; also
War Diary CTF 57 (XfWAREACENTPAC), October 21st, 1944.

** CTU 30.5.1 Dispatch 211232 October 1944 to XU3RDPIT, info CTG 30.5,
CTF 57, etc.

�� �"C= 30.5.3 Dispatch 22.0903 October 1944 to CXM3RDFIT, info all TFC's
3RDYFLT, CTG 30.5 and CTF's 57, 59.
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To properly cover the sector in 12.,26 hours, a ground speed of 163 knots

would have to be averaged, this bairg quite unlikely. Therefore, it seems
unlikely that these planes covered the sector adequately.

ALTHOUGH THIS REPORT DID NOT fhVE AN ADVERSE EFFECT ON
ALL33D OP*ERATIONS BECAUSE NO JAPANESE FORCES 01 CONSEQUENCE AERE IN THE NW
SECTOR, THE FACT THAT IT WAS MADE IS OF IMPORTANCE SINCE LOSSES OF SHIPS,
PLANES, AND PK1ESM , AS WELL AS MANY LOST OPPORTUNITIES FOR DECISIVE
DEFEATS OF THE ENEfM, HAVE BEEN DED)LESSLY SUSTAINE THROUGH (AMONG OTHER
ITMS) FAILURE TO OBTAIN OMPJ9nTE AND ACCURATE INFOWKATION AND FAILURE TO
STATE CLEA.LY THE INFORMATION AT HAND.*

B* asic Fleet Operatimnal Communicatim Do trine (P-1) Departm-nt of
the Navy, Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, September 1953,
Chapter 5, Page 5-3.
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)( Onarattions no CTF 17 (Submane Force Pacific), October 21st.

CTF 17 knew that this was the day his subaarines in CONVOY COLLEGE
and MARU MORGUE were due to rotate patrol areas in a clockwise direction;*
and if they had not already done ,oj, they would soon be in their new areas.
Knowing from CINCPOA's headquarters that the landings at Leyte were proceed-
ing according to schedule and that nothing more had been heard. of the several
contacts previously reported east and north of Formosa, China and Celebes
Seas, he was awaiting further developments and reports from his submarines.

Having received a request from the SNOOK on the previous evening to
extend her patrol and knowing that the COBIA, which was patrolling the Area
DESTROY with her, was to report to CTF 71 at 1800 and that (1) the schedule
being followed by the SNOOK and COBlA had been assigned to the HADDOCK wolf
pack soon to depart Saipan, (2) the SNOOK would be more effective in a wolf
pack, he at 0452 issued orders extending her patrol and further directed her
to continue to operate in Area DESTROY until sunse', October 24th then to move
into Area DETECT where she was to join the SHARK's wolf pack until sunset on
October 31st.**

IN CONNECTION WITH IT4 (2) ABOVE, IT HAD LONG BEEN RECOGNIZED THAT
AGAINST AN ENEMY USING 01EL-ESCORTED CONVOYS AND TASK FORCES, THE COORDINATED
ATTACK GROUP (WOLF PACK) WAS MORE EFFECTIVE THAN THE SINGLE SUBMARINE. THIS
WAS SO BECAUSE THE SINCAE SUEMARINE IS SERIOUSLY HAMPERED BY (A) MULTIPLE
ESCORTS, (B) THE NUMBER OF TURFEDOFS AVAILABLE AND BY (C) LIMITED SEARCH
CAPABILITIES, WHEREAS, WITH THE COORDINATED ATTACK GROUPS, THESE DISADVAN-
TAGES ARE OVERCOME BY MUTUAL TACTICAL ASSISTANCE. CERTAINLY, A SUBVARINE
GROUP WITH A WIDE SEARCH FRONT IS MORE LIKELY TO CONTACT AND ATTACK ANY CONVOY
TRAFFIC IN AN AREA THAN IS THE INDEPENDENT SUBMARINE.***

At 0604 he notified the submarines in CONVOY COLLEGE, which, being to
the westward of Longitude 1230 -O01E, were in a Submarine Patrol Zone (Plate
XVIII), that the date of the NAUTILUS (of TF 72 which was on special mission
on the east coast of southern Luzon) passing westbound had been changed to
October 24th and that the BONEFISH would be passing eastbound on this and the
following days.****

This was a wise dispatch for the NAUTILUS was operating under CTF 72
and her operations were generally tmknown to the submarines of TF 17, and the
BONEFISH which had been operating under CTF 71 had only recently (at 0335
this very day) reported to CTF 17. Therefo!-e, without information concerning
the friendly nature of these two submarines there was the possibility of

* Submearine Operational History, World War II, Commander Submarine Force,
U.S. Pacific Fleet, Volume I, Pages 74, 87ý

*' CTF 17 Dispatch 201952 October 1944 to all submarines, info SHARK and
submarines in 0ONVOY COLLEGE.

•** Submarine Wrfare Instructions (USF 9), Navy Department, Office of the
Chief of Naval Operations, 1946, Chapter 14, Paragraph 1402.

*N** CTF 17 Dispatch 262104 October 1944 to CONVOY COLLEGE.
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friendly units attacking one another since in a Submarine Patrol Zone sub-
marines, unless given contrary instructions, were authorized to consider as
eneW and attauk any target enc.ountered.*

Actually, this possibility within TF 17 was more theoretical than
real for instructions concerning routing to and from areas existed within
that cooaind to the effect, in part, that "pince it was frequently necessary
to route friendly submarines through areas already occupied by friendly sub-
marines', it was "obligatory" that TF 17 submarines "be certain of its enemy
character before attacking any submarine".**

Today's submarine doctrine provides that submarines in a Submarine
Patrol Zone *shall consider as enemy and may attack any target encountered
subject to certain limitations such as specific orders to the contrary, pro-
visions of international law,*** etc."

At 0621 he passed to CONTHIRDFLT the information received from the
PARCHE and SAILFISH revealing the name3 of the aviators rescued and that
those personnel would arrive at Saipan on October 21th.***W

Whether he had a routine message made up in advance to route the BONE-
FISH and it was transmitted routinely or whether for some reason by this time
he had failed to receive the request sent at 0325 by the BONEFISH to proceed
to Saipan, is not known but at 0904 he sent a dispatch to we.lcome the BONEFISH
and included routing instructions for her to proceed to Pearl. Harbor or Midway
and requested her to notify him which base was ultimately chosen.*NN

At .1158 he published by dispatch a position report as of 0400 the
following morning of (a) the submarines en route to and departing from their
stations and (b) the seven submarines in the vicinity of Luzon Strait.
He omitted any reference to other TF 17 submarines operating in the western
Pacific, presumablyv because they were on station and because the principal

activity was expected in the Luzon Strait area.
His employment of the term "in the vicinity of Luzon Strait" was an

unusually loose definition of the noun "Vitinity" for (a) six of these sevtin
submarines were following the rotation scheduled of CONVOY COLLEGE and were
actually from 100 to 160 miles to the westward of a line between Garan Bi and

Su-marine Operational History, World War II, Conmander Submarine
Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet, undated, Volume I, Page 79.

** CT? 17 Operation Plan No. 1-43, Serial 0807, June 24th, 1943,
Annex B, Paragraph 20.
Allied Naval Maneuvering Instructions (ATP 1), Department of the Navy,
Office of the Chief of Naval )p•.rations, 195] (USN. Addendum to ATP 1,
Change 2, February 1954), Chapter 20.1, Article 2024.1. SCTF 17 Dispatch 202121 October 1944 to (X*M3RDFLT, info TF 38, etc.
CTF 17 Dispatch 210004 October 1944 to BONEFISH.** CTF 17 Dispatch 21-0258 October 1944 to all interested in COMSUBPAC

daily submarine pcrditions.
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northern Luson, and (b) the seventh, presumably the SNOOK, wis about 275 miles
to the westward of that line.

Meanwhile, he had besn estimating the situation. bilt. the nature of
his mental processes at this point is not known, it seams likely that it was
along these lines: he know that (a) the landings on the previous day had
proceeded satisfactorily and that the Japanese reaction thereto had been light
and ineffective, and (b) the operations on this day were also proceeding sat-
isfactorily with Japanese reaction still light and ineffective. He noted that
all of his submarines, except those in the approaches to 1okyo Bay, had now
been released from any specific reconnaissance assidgnments and were operating
in their normal areas with the destruction of eneay shipping as a principal
objective, He decided that he should release the two sublraines off Tokyo
Bay as well and therefore at 1831 he issued instructions to this effect, in
part, as follows: *Your patrol sectors hereby changed. Until further orders
GREENLING work all approaches to Tokyo Bay to the westward of a line drawn
from 0 SHIMA to Lots Wife (SOFU GAN). TAMBOR work approaches lying to the
eastward of -this line",*

These instructions have been difficult to appraise adequately as the
employment of the verb Ownrk" is somwhat confusing. However, based on the
opinion of a number of submarine officers consulted thereon, this verb,while
admittedly loose, in effect meant that the submarine commanders were now to
operate at discretion, largely against shipping in the broad approach areas
assigned,

WITH THE ISSUANCE OF THIS DISPATCH CTF 17 HAD COMPLETED THE RETURN
OF ALL SU1M(ARINES TO THEIR ROUTINE DUTIES. SINCE HIS ACTION IN SO DOING WAS
KNOWN TO CINCPAC AND MAY #AVE B]N APPROVED BY THAT COMMANDER, IT SEEMS CLEAR
THAT IT WAS IN ACCORDANCE WITH FLEET POLICY. BUT WAS THIS FLEET POLICY COR-
REGT? THIS SEEMS DOUBTFUL BECAUSE, FR0M THE PRESENT DEPLOYMENT OF THE SUB-
MARINES, THEE IS EERY INDICATION THAT CINCPAC WAS NOT EXPECTING JAPANESE
NAVAL REACTION IN STRIXGTH AGAINST THE ALLIED NAVAL FORCES CONDUCTING THE
LRYTE OPERATION, WMUA, [1KOWN TO HIM, THE JAPANESE NAVAL FORCES WERE AL-
READY UNDERMAY TO ATTACK THE ALLIED LANDING FORCES WITH THE POSSIBILITY OF A
MAJOR ENGA(H4ENT IN MIND.

Somestime during this day CTF 17 iearned that the TWENTIETH Air Force
based in China was planning to at-4 k Sasebo with B-29's on October 25th; it
_ems likely that this dispatch cc ta- •d a retqueat for lifeguard submarinee.
J8cause of this request, he adviset, the PERCH, CROAKER (and possibly the
ICCLAR which, unknown to all concerned, had been lost on the night of Octo-
ber 17th) of the aboyo B-29 strike and directed the PERCH to take lifeguard
station on +hat day in Latitude 321-30'1, Longitude 1260-OO'E and the CROAKER
in L.#,titude 32°-001N, Longitude 1290-OO°E.,

* CTF17 Dispatch 210931 October 1944 to TA*MBO and GMEULING, info C!f'(PAC.
H War Patrol Report PERCH, Report of 3RD War Patrol, No Serial, November

8th, 1944; also War Patrol Rapoet CROAKR, Report of 2ND War Patrol,
Srari&I 027, November 10th, 1944; Deck Log CROAKER, October 25th, 1.94.
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It will be noted from these assignments that the CROAKER, which was
en roite to the west coast of Korea and was far to the westward of the PERCH,
was given a lifeguard assignment about 150 miles to the eastward of the PERCH,
thereby necessitating that she travel mich farther than would have been neces-
sary had she been given the PERCH's lifeguard station and the PERCH hera.
SINCE THIS IS SO OBVIOUS, DOES IT NOT INDICATE LEARLY THAT CTF 17 DID NOT
KNOW THAT THE CROAKER HAD DEPARTED FOR THE WEST COAST OF KOREA BUT, INSTEAD,
THOUGHT THAT BOTH THE CROAKER AND THE PERCH WERE OPERATING TOGETHER S(OEWHERE
IN OPERATING AREAS NINE OR TWELVE?

Also sometime rwring the day he received the BONEFISH'S uidpatch re-
questing, aemng other items, (a) that she be permitted to proceed to Saipan
for fuel and medical advice and (b) requesting routing instructions.* He
realized that this dispatch bad crossed his oun; but because the BONEFI3H
needed fuel and medical advice, he decided not to await further dispatches
thereon from the BONEFISH but, instead, to authorize her to proceed to Saipan
as requested. This authorization was received by the BONEFISH sometime be-
tween 2130 and 2150,**

By 1748 he received as an information addressee, a submarine notice
from CTG 17.7 (COOSUBRON TEN and Commander Submarine Advance Base) in tle
SPER at Guam annofmcing that the ATULE, JALLAO and PINTADO were departing
Saipan at 0900 October 22nd with routing instructions to reach Latitude
180-30'N, Longitude 14CP-OO'E, by dark on October 23rd.***

At about 19OO, having received information of an aircraft contact
made at 1530 on one carrier, three heavy cruisers and four destroyers west
of the Pescadores in Formosa Strait heading northeast at fifteen knots along
the China Coast,**** he at 1934 relayed this contact information to him sub-
marines.***** Actually, this contact, unknown to him, was a merchant convoy
including the escort carrier SHINYO.

At this time CTF 17, realizing that the BARBEL should haxa completed
her rendezvous with the SALMON and was now en route Saipan in accordance with
his instructio- of the previous day, thought it advisable to inform CTG 17.7
(CcMSUBRON TEh and Commander Submarine Advance Base), who was based at Guam,
as well as the BARM, of the planned mvements for the BARBEL. He therefore
at 1959 advised the above by dispatch that, among other items, (a) the BARBEL
was to proceed to Saipan for fuel and full lead of torpedoes was then to pro.-
ceed t.o Fremaxitle for refit patrolling approxi•mately ten days in the SOWESPAC
area en route, and (b) prior to departure, the FULTON (1k Saipan) was to
accomplish any vital repairs.******

* BONEFISH Dispatch 201803 October 1944 to CTF 17.
Ni* War Patrol Report BONEFISH, Report of 6TH War Patrol, No Serial,

November 8th, 1944.
lkCTG 17.7 Dispatch 210629 October i, info 3RDFLT, etc.

*•* OC4AVQRPCHINA Dispatch 210930 October 1944 to CINCPAC, i'jf CTF ?
•*4t** CTF 17 Dispatch 211034 October 1944 to al) submarines.
•***'* CTF 17 Dispatch 211059 October 19%4 to CTG 17,7, BARBEL.
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Shortly before 2150 (when it was received by COMTHIRDFLT) he received
a contact report from the BARBEL on an 1-15 class submarine in Latitude 229--
48WN, LongItude 1320-211E, an cour6e 2100(T) wherein the BARB, having no
torpedoes and being unable to close for a gun battle prior to dark, avoided
action and continued on toward Saipan.* This was not news to him for at 0903
on the preceding day OOMTHIRDFLT had advised CIN(,?AC, among others, that there
were indications that possibly at least three submarines were approaching the
present track of TG 30.3 from the north.** This contact indicated that other
enemy submarines were also en route either toward TG 30.3 or the Leyte area.

By 2315 he likely received a dispatch from CTG 17.7 informikg certaini
port directors of the BARBEL's contact report on a Japanese submarine,.***
This was, of course, because the above directors were charged with the routing
of shipping,

About this time he received a dispatch from CrG 17.7 which alerted
all submarines approaching Latitude 1813-300N, Longitude I40O-OO'E (northwest
entrance to Saipan Safety Lane at southeast corner of Area PARLOR) to the fact
that the BARBEL would overtake the PARCHE and SAILFISH and that all three sub-
marines, which were incoming to Saipan, would pass two Allied coordinated
attack groups (wolf packs) outgoing from Saipan and also published BARBEL's
contact on a Japanese submarine.***

During the day he learned that the coordinated attuck group (HADDOCK,
TUNA and HALIBUT) had departed Saipan for patrol in the Luzon Strait
area.*N**N

(a) CONVOY COXLEGE (Plate XIX).

The submarines SAWFISH, ICEFISH, DRUM, SHARK, BLAC(FISH, SEA-
DRAGON, OBIA and SNOOK patrolled CONVOY COLLEGE. With the conmencenent of
the day they began rotating their patrol areas in a clockwise direction into
their new stations mentioned below wnder the different sub-heads. Sometime
during the day, they likely received information from CTF 17 that the NAUTILUS
would pasn westbound through the area on October 24th and the BONEFISH would
be ea.itbound through the area on this and the following days.****** They
patrolled as follows:

(1) SAWFISH, IGEFISH, DRUM.

This coordinated attack group (wolf pack) was now in Area
DELETE. Its submarines patrolled on the surface during darkness and submerged

* B�ARBEL Dispatch 210907 Octoler 1944 to CTF 17, "M3RDFLT.
SCWX3RDFLT Dispatch 200003 October 1944 *o CTG 30.7 (Hunter Killer

Group), info CXJINCHi, CINCPAC, etc.
MTO 17.7 Dispatch 211310 October 1944 to PDO's (Port Director

Officers) 5-ipan, Guam and Tinian, info FULTON, CTF 57.
•*'* CTG 17.7 Dispatch 211747 October 1944 to Cry 17.

S** War Diary CTF 17, October 1944, Serial 00916, November 5th, 1944.
S**CTF 17 Dispatch 202104 October 1944 to submarines in CONVOY COLLEDC.
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during daylight and made no contacts of importance. Upon surfacing for the
night the SAWFISH experienced moderate to heavy sea conditionj as did the
IMEFISH which recorded heavy seas from the north and poor visibility due to
high winds and haze.*

(2) SHARK, BLACFISH, SEADRACON.

This coordinated attack group (wolf pack) was now in Area
DETECT. Its submarines patrolled on the surface during darkness and submerged
during daylight and patrolled uneventfully except as discussed below under the
SEADRAGON .**

At 2300, when the SNOOK received it, the Commanding Officer
SHARK, who was the wolf pack commander, likely received the dispatch direct-
ing the SNOOK to join and patrol with his wolf pack after sunset on October
24th.***

At 2315 the SEADRAGON in Latitude 21 0-47'N, Longitude 118-
14'E made radar contact bearing 025 0 (T), distant 30,000 yards on five ships
on course 190 0 (T), speed from fifteen to twenty-two knots and zigzagging.
Her commanding officer promptly zommenced closing in order to obtain a correct
firing position.****

At 2330 he noted that four smaller pips had appeared on the
radar screen giving a force of fixe large and four small ships and by 2335 he
had decided that the enemy course instead of being 1900(T) was 210(T).***

At 2345 he notified the two other submarines of the wolf pack
(SHARK and BLACKFISH) of this contact giving, among other items, the course
as 2100(T), the speed as sixtcen knots.***I* These submarines then set course
and speed to intercept.

Although by midnight he had not closed sufficiently to permit
identification, his estimate of the composition of this force and its speed
likely led him to believe that it was an enemy combatant force. In this, he
would have been correct for this contact was on the Japanese SECOND Striking
Force which was composed at this time of the NACHI, ASHIGARA, ABJKUMA,
SHIRANUHI, KASUMI, AKEBONO, USHIO. From this it can be seen that his radar

* War Patrol Report ICEFISH, Report of 1ST War Patrol, Serial 011,
November 13th, 1944; War Patrol Report SAWFISH, Report of 8TH War
Patrol, Serial 88-4,4 November 8th, 1944; War Patrol Report DRUM, Re-
port of 11TH War Patrol, Serial 056, undated but about November 9th,
1944.

** War Patrol Report BLACKFISH, Report of 9TH War Patrol, Serial 001,
November 24th, 1944
CTF 17 Dispatch 201952 October 1944 to all Submarines, info SHARK and
CONVOY COLLFXIE.

S4War Patrol Report SEADRALGON, Report of 11TH War Patrol, Serial 194,
November 8th, 1/44.

*48*4 Report -' (nordinated Patrol of TG 17.11 (SHARh, iAACKFISd, SKAGRAGON),
Serial 002, undated but probably November 28th, 1944.
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evaluation -as correct as regards the four destroyer. but for some unexplained
reascn was incorrect as regards the large ships. The course of 2100 (T) and
the speed of sixteen knots were approximately correct.

As a matter of interest, it seems well to mention here that
in his patrol report for the day the Coxmanding Officer BLACKFISH reported
that seventy out of eighty-two men on board the BLACKFISH had either vomited
or felt ill upon surfacing and that this had been occurring for the last
eight - ten days. While the cause of this illness was not known, the sub-
mar-ine division commander believed thait it my have been from :oad (sic)
pcisoning induced by the contamination of air due to the evaporation of car-
bon tetrachloride from two one-gallon cans which had loose J.ids.*

The danger incident to the use of carbon tetrachloride has
long been recognized by the Bureau of Ships which from time to time has
i ued warning instructions thereon. Present instructions are in part as
follows: "Carbon tetrachloride must never be stored on submarines becauee
of the danger of leakage from its container when the submarine is submerged
and it is impossible to exhaust to the outside atmosphere."**

In 1953 in a letter to Commander Submarine Force Atlantic the
Chief of the Bureau of Ships amplified this point as follows: MBecause of
the danger of leakings from the container when the submarine is submerged
neither tetrachloride nor dry cleaning solvent should ever be stored on board
a submarine."N*N

(3) SNOOK, COBIA.

These submarines formed a reduced wolf pack; a"Y although
they were both expected to patrol Area DESTROY, they continued to patrol
independently. The O0BIA had already entered Area DESTROY en route to the
vicinity of Pratas Reef where she hoped to contact a convoy reported en route
to that area, while the SNOOK continued to head toward Area DESTROY at about
ten knots presumably awaiting a reply from GTF 17 to her request for an
extension of patrol.

At 0400 the SNOOK entered Area DESTROY and submerged at daw,.
She surfaced for the night at 1.530 and made no contacts.**** At 2300 she
received orders from Zr2/ 17, in part, extending her patrol and also directing

* CosUBDIV 62's 1ST Endorsement, Serial 056, November 26th, 1944 to
War Patrol Report RLACKFISH, Report of 9TH War Patrol, Serial 001,
November 24th, 1944.

-*@ Bureau of Ships Manual (Ch. No. 2), Chapter 60, Paragraph 413, Cleaning
by Means of Solvents, October 1st, 1949.

4*@* Chief, Bureau of Ships letter, Serial 560-65003, Dated October 9th,
1953 to Comanider Submarine Force, U.S. Atlantic Fleet, on "SolventI• Cleaning of Electrical qluipment", Paragraph 6.

-t** War Patrol Report SNOOK, Report of 7TH War Patrol, Serial 053,
A- November 18th, 1944.
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CTF 1.7
October xat,

her to patrol her present area on present schedule until sunset October 24th
and then to join and operate with the SHARK wolf pack until sunset October
31et.* At 2,330 she intercepted a contact report from the SHARK to the north,
but the distance we excessive.**

Meanwhile, the COBIA which had arrived in the area north of
Pratas Roof at 0400 patrolled that area until 0`725 when in accordance with
the previcus days dispatch instructxons from CTF 3.7*'* she discontinued her
patrol and set course for Latitude 18 0-30tN, Longitude 118°-00 T., where at
1800 on this day she was to report to CTF 71 for operational control. At
1822 she arrived at the above position, which was on the lower edge of Area
DISTROT; and therefore, the dividing line betwoen POA and ZObESPAC for sub-
marine operationsm*m* and then continued on toward Fremantle in accordance
with routing orders.***

She remined on the surfaco during daylight as well as during
darkness and made no contacts.***** Di suzsion of this submarine on subse-
quent days will be found under vOperations of CTF 71 (Submarines West Aus-
tralia)*.

W,) &.ACKFIN.

I.th the commencement of the day the BLACKFIN wan trapaiting
Balintang Channel heading westmrd in the safety lane through CONVOY COLLEGE
en route to Latitude 18 0-30N, Longitude l!6°.OO'E, to renort to CTF 71 for
operational control at 0600 October 22nd. She proceeded on the surface during
darkness and submerged during daylight and made no contacte.****** At 2400
she was bearing 3040(T), distant 140 miles from Cape Bojeador.

(5) HADDOCK, HALT.BUT, TUlSA

This coordinated attack group (wolf ptck) dap.. Lt,, aLpan at
about 1430 with the Conmanding Officer HADDOCK as wolf peck comuander. It
had instructions to (a) patrol the Lnson Strait area (CONVOY CQU.EGE) from
about October 24th until November 23rd unless material casualty or eypenditure
of fuel, torpedoes or vital supplies made an earlier departure rneceo-
iar7***S** and (b) attack and destroy enemy forves encowitxred uid r"port

* CTF 17 Dispatch 201952 October 19%4 to alB Submarioes, info Si~Rl
and CONVOY C0LJZA:.

SWar PAtrol Report SNOOK,, Report of 7TH War Patrol, Serial 01-3,
November ]8th, 1944.
CTF 17 Dispatch 200941 October 1944 to COBIA, info SNOOK, BARBUL.
3ubmarine Operational History, World War II, ComMnder Subearine
Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet, Volume I, Page 73.

*4*m War Patrol Report C(MIA, Report of 2ND War Patrol, Serial 035,
fNo'vember 5th, 19144.

S-•~** War Patrol Report BLACKFIN, Report of IST War P&trol, Serial CZ1,
December 4th, 194.
CTF 17 Operation Order No. 343-44, October 7th, 19"4, to TG 17.12
(4ADOCK, HALIBUT, TUNA).
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information concerning the movement of important enemy men-of-war and -on-
voy7-.* It had further instructions to patrol the above area following the
schadule now being followed by the SNOOK and COBIA, which submarines were
sscheduled to depart the area at sunset on this day.*

The wolf pack coimander dismissed the escort at 1930, formed
a scouting line normal to the base course at ten-mile ,tervale and proceeded
toward the ;atrol st&tions.**

It seems highly likely that he learned at 2300, when the
SNOOK learned it, that the patrol of the SNOOK had been extended until sunset
October 24th and that CTF 17 expected him (the wolf pack cormander) with his
three submarines, to commence patrolling the SNOOK s area about October
25th.***

At 2400 the wolf pack was in a mean position, Latitude 15o-
30'tN, Longitude 1430-501E and was about 1600 rdles from Area DESTROY. It was
clear to the wolf pack coumander that he would be unable, even under the most
favorable circumstances, to arrive on station as above scheduled.

(b) Northwest Coast of Formosa.

The TANG, which had retired to the northward of Formosa for a
rest and for repairs to radar, continued submerged patrol of this area during
daylight and then proceeded toward Turnabout Island, which is about ten miles
off Haitan IslarA. At 2000 she tracked a PC-DE type patrol boat proceeding
down th• coast in dark stormy weather. The Commanding Officer TANG endeav-
ored to attack but ms unable to obtain a suitable firing position. The
attack was broken off as if by mutual consent. Then the Commanding Officer
TANG , ecided to retire to the Formosa area where he seems to have expected
better operating conditions.**** It seems probable that at 2300 (when the
PERCH received it) he received CTF 17's contact report on a carrier force in
Formosa Strait heading northeast.*****

Since this fore was z~asing up the strait and might well be
headed for Kiirun !L.rbor (northern Fcrmosa), the Commanding, Officer TANG
likely felt that his position in Formsaa Strait was favorable for intercep-
tion.

* CTF 17 Operation Order No. 343-44, October 7th, 1944, to TG 17.12
(HADDOCK, IHALIBUT, TUNA).

SWar Patrol Report HALIBUT, Report of IOTH War Patrol, Serial 024,
December 1st, 1944.

S*CTF 17 Dispatch 201952 October 1944 to all Submarines info SHARK and
CONVOY COLLECZ.

*4*1 War Patrol Rert TANG, Report of 5TH War Patrol, No Serial,
September 10th, _j945.

*fl* CTF 17 Dispatch 2,11034 October 1944 to alI submarines.
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(c) Northeast obest of Fowosa.

This coordinated attack group, consisting at this time of only
the SILVErSIDES and TRICKER since the SALMON was en route to rendezvous wvth
the BMB, continued to patrol the eastern approach to Kiirun harbor await-
ing possible sortie of a Japanese task force which had been sighted on the
19th and was preismed to have entered this port to fuel.*

The reduced wolf pack reained on station on this day and con-
ducted (a) a submrged patrol during daylight, experiencing difficulty in
maintaining depth control due to rough aeas and (b) a surface patrol during
darkness. No contacts were made,**

Meanwhile, the SALMON proceeded eastward on the surface to her
planned rendezvous with the BARBEL in Latitude 240-OO'N, Longitude 130 0-OO'E.
At 0730 she effected the rendezvous as planned, transferred the ailing
officer via rubber boat for transportation to Saipan and medical treatment
and then at 0756 set course due w9st, speed ten knots and commenced returning
to her assigned station off rortheast Formosa,*** She remained on the surface
during daylight as well as darkness an made no contacts.****

(d) MARU M(EU.

The group of submarines patrolling the Nansel Shoto area, owing
to the departure of the BARBEL on the previous day for Saipan, had been re-
duced from six submarines to firn; thes were the SEA DOG, SKATE, SAURT,
BEJRFISH and STEI.ET.

0ommencing with the beginnirv, of this day, they had started
rotating their patrol areas in n clockwise directioi, -n accordance with the
rotating schedule for this area.***** When on their new stations, thry
patrolled as follows: SEA DOG in Area ABANDON; SKATE in Area ABDUCT; SAlME
in Area ABOLISH; BUREFISH in Area ABRIDGE; and STERLET in Area ABUSE. This
left Area ABLAZE unpatrolled. They operated on the surface during darkness
and submerged during daylight and made no contacts of importance.NN*d**

One of these submarines (the SKATE), which was patrolling off
northeastern Okinawa and was to be relieved at sunset by the BILLFISH,

S* Report of Coordinated Patrol of TG 17.19 (SILVERSIDES, SALMON,
TRIGa), Serial oC6, November 23rd, 1944.

** War Patrol Report SILVERSIDES, Report. of iiTH War Patrol, Serial 045,
November 23rd, 1l4k; War Patrol Report TRIGGER, Report of 10TH War
Patrol, Serial 033, November 3rd, 1944; Deck Logs SILVERSIDES and
TRICGER, October 21st, 1944.
War Patrol Report SALMON, Report of 11TH War Patrol, Serial 0-16,
November 1Oh, 1944.

*-*•* UPck Log SAIMON, October 21st, ?944.
* Submarine Operatioral History, World War II, (bmnander Submarine

Force, U.S. Pacific Flect, Volme I, Page 87.
*1**W War Patrol Reptorts and Deck Logs of Submarines Concerned.
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CTF 17
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terminated her patrol at a mnet and departed her patrol area at 2310 for
Pearl Harbor,* apparently without attempting to contact her relief. This
was the usual practice in TF 17 at this time. The question of submarines
departing their areas in this manner has been discussed in Volume II.

The BILLFISH, which it will be racalled ams proceeding to Area
ABDUCT to relieve the SKATE, remained on the surface until 14ý20 when she was
forced to submerge by patrolling aircraft but surfaced again at 1745. At
2000 she entered Area ABDUCT from the eastward and continued to close
Okinawa•** She appears to have made no attempt to contact the SKATE. By
midnight she was about forty-eight miles from the SKATE,

Meanwhile, the BARBEL proceeded southward en route to her planned
rendezvous with the SALMON, which rendezvous us effected at 0730. At 0740
having received via rubber boat the patient from the SAlMON, she set course
on the surface for Saipan. Her voyage was uneventful until 1712 when in
Latitude 22 0 -46'N, Longitude 1320-21'E, she sighted smoke through the high
periscope and at 1730 identified this contact as a Japanese submarine of the
1-15 class. As she had no torpedoes and as the increasing darkness diminished
the possibility of an effective surface battle, the coamtanding officer decided
that the best thing to do was to "beat a strategic retreat and fast", which he
proceeded to .o.**-* At 1807 he reported this contact to CTF 17 and gave the
enemy course as 2100(T), speed ten knots.*N4* For some uuetplained reason
he omitted the time of contact, making it necessary for those receiving this
report to use the time of origin of the dispatch. While this was not too
important in this case of a slow-moving target, it would necessarily have a
greater effect on higher speed targets.

In this same dispatch the commanding officer advised that he had
no torpedoes and gave his ETA Saipan Safety Lane as 0200 October 22nd.*xWN

Which Japanese submarine this was is not known. However, since
the I's-38, 41, 46, 53 and RO-43 were in t!"s vicinity en route to the Loyte
area,.***** it seems clear that the contact was on one of these submarines.

Sometime before midnight he received amplifying orders from CTF
17 to proceed to Saipan, fuel and 'load torpedoes and then proceed to Fremantle
for refit, patrolling in SOWESPAC area approximately ten days en route.*****
Since the BARREL no longer participated in the KING II operations, she will be
dropped frim further discussion but will be continued on the diagrams for
reference.

* War Patrol Report SKATE, Report of T War Patrol, Serial 052,
November 2nd, 1944; also Deck Log SKATE, October 21st, 1944.
War Patrol Report BILLFISH, Report of 6TH War Patrol, Serial 008,
November 27th, 1944.
War Patrol Report BARBEL, Report of 2ND War Patrol, Serial 040,
October 24th, 1944.

~*** BARBEL Dispatch 21OW1 October 1944 to CTF 17 and OCM3RDFLT.
*W*W* Supra., Chapter I1 - Japanese Operations, (A)(2) Operations of

Commander Advance Expsditionary Force, October 20th.
*l CTF 17 Dispatch 211059 October 1944 to BARBL, CYF 17.7.
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(e) Nagasaki - Sasebo.

The CROAKER, south of Cheju Do (Quelpart Island), continued on a
northwesterly course en route to the west coast of Korea. She patrolled un-
evintfully during the day, during which time she entered water of less than
fifty fathoms. She patrolled on the surface during dariness ard submerged
during daylight.* At 2100 her coauanding officer received a dispatch from
CT! 17 assigning her a lifeguard assignment in the Nagasaki - Sasebo area for
October 25th. Since the station assigned was about thirty-five milcs due
east of Danjo Cunto or in Latitude 320-O0'N, longitude 1290 -0O0E, he esti-
mated that he could still proceed to the west coaqt of Korea, patrol for one
day and return to the lifeguard station on time.

The CROAKER made no conbacts.* At 2400 she was bearing 3450 (T),
distant about twenty-five miles from Hong Do, Korea.

The PERCH reamined in the vicinity of Danjo Ganto and patrolled
on the surface during darkness and submerged during daylight.** Her patrol
was uneventful.*** At 2330 her commanding officer received a dispatch from
CTF 17 reporting a contact on a carrier force in Latitude 23 0-l0'N, Longitude
flU7-30'K (Formosa Strait), on course 0450 (T), speed fifteen knots.**** He
estimated the situation and decided that should this contact be proceeding

toward Shimonoseki Suido, he could by moving a short distance into Latitude
31o--4'4, Longitude 1270-21JE (which was but forty miles, bearing 228 0 (T),
from his midnight position) be in position to intercept on October 23rd. He
therefore headed toward that position.*** At 2345 he also received orders
(note that the CROAKER received this at 2100) from CTF 17 assigning him to
lifeguard station on October 25th, which was in Latitude 32t-30'N, Longitude
126°-0O'E, or a position bearing 284°(T), distant 12k miles from Danjo Gunto.
This did not affect his decision to endeavor to intercept the carrier convoy
for this lifeguard station was but eighty miles, bearing 3030(T), from him
intercepting position and therefore he could readily reach that station on
schedule even though he intercepted the task force. At 2400 the PERCH, still
on the Nagasaki - Shanghai convoy route, was bearing about 3000(T) distant
about thirty miles fraor Danjo Gunto.

(f) HIT PARAV.M

(1) The Approaches to Bungo Suido.

The ,ESUGO and the RONQUIL continued patrolling the western
approaches to Bungo Suido along the 100-fathom curve. The BESUGO ws patrol-
ling north of Latitude 320-O0'N, while the R0NQUIL was patrolling south of

SWar Patrol Report CROAKER, Report of 2ND War Patrol, Serial 02"7,
Ncvember loth, 1944; aloo Deck Log CROAKEM, Octeber 21st, 1944.

:: Deck Log PERCH, October 21st, 1944.
*** War Patrol Repoat PERCH, Report of 3RD War Patrol, No Serial,

November 8th, 1944.
* CTF 17 Dispatch 211034 October 1944 to all submarinee.
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that latitude. The eastern approaches to Bungo Suido remained unguarded and
tie coents pertaining to this condition on October 20th still applied on
this day.

These submarines patrolled submerged during daylight and on
h.e surface during darkness; and although they sighted several aircraft, they

made no important contacts.* The RONQUIL encountered fairly heavy seas and
had difficulty in mintaining depth control for periscope observations.**

During the day and unknown to them,Japanese submarine RO-46

dparted the Inland Sea for the operating area east of the Philippines.^"

(2) The Approaches to Kii Suido,

The GABILAN, which had been patrolling on the surface in an
area about twenty-five miles south of Muroto SakiJ, at 0443 submerged and com-
menced patrolling to the northeast. She patrolled on the surface during
darkness and submerged during daylight and mae no important contacts,****

(3) The Approaches to Tokyo Bay.

The TAMBOR and GRWILING continued patrolling the approaches
to Tokyo Bay, albeit well removed from the entrance to the bay. They
operated on the surface during darkness &ad submerged during daylight.***•*

The TAMBOR, which at 0000 was fifty-five miles south of
0 Shima, durinZ the day worked her way slowly northward toward that island.
At 1355 she sighted an nemy submarine in Latitude 34 0-00N•, Longitude 1390-
52'1, on course north, speed twelve knots. During the approach when attempt-
ing to check bearing before firing torpedoes, she lost the target and could
not relocate it. This •my have been due, in part, to the heavy weathei: with
twelve to fifteen foot maves whicL made periscope attack difficult.*°*** The
identification of this contact is not known for there were no Japanese sub-
marines known to be in the vicinity although the Japanese records thereon are
not complete. The TAMBOR appears to have made no contact report to CTF 17,
perhaps as the eneay submarine appeared to be returning to port.

* War Patrol Report BESUGO, Repo-t of 1ST War Patrol, Serial 027,
November 4th, 1944.

** War Patrol Report •)•QUIL, Report of 2ND War Patrol, Serial 038,
November 28th, 1944.
Merit Rating Repo•ts for Naval Ship Units (Submarine Operations,
October 1944), WIC Document 161011,

* '* War Patrol Report GABILAN, Report of 3RD War Patrol, Serial 031,
December 13th, 194.

SDeck Log -rAMBOR and GRLING, October 21st, 1944.
S•**War Patrol Report TA$BOIR, Report of 12TH War Patrol, Serial QW19,

November 30th, 1944.
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C.G. 14TH AF

The GRW(LING, which was about forty miles to the southwest-.

ward of 0 Shim&, continued her patrol uneventfully except for sighting sev-
eral aircraft.* At 1801 she set course for Enshu Nada, a body of wter to
the westward of her present position and therefore oven farther from 0 Shima.*

Soon after this-sometime after 1900e-both the TAMBOR and the
CFWILING received a change in patrol orders from GTF 17, In these orders
CTF 17 directed the (a) GREENLING until further orders to work all approaches
to Tokyo Bay to the westward of a line drawn from 0 Shim& to Lots • Wife and
(b) TAMBOR to work all the approaches lying to eastward of this line.*

The re sipt of this order does not seem to have changed the
operations of these su 3arines noticeably for the GLING continued to tha
westward toward Enshu Nada, and the TAMWR continued to move in toward
"o Shima about twenty miles.

J *1

At 2400 the GREMMLING uas bearing 240 0 (T), distant seventy-
five miles from 0 Shima, and the TAMBOR was bearing 174 0 (T), distant thirty-

* five miles from 0 Shima.

"* (r) Cina - Burma - India Theater, October 21st.

(1) Operations of C.G. FOURTM2TH Air Force, October 21st.,**

At 0000 October 21st the two search planes which had departed on their
searches at 2000 the previous evening were slightly beyond the middle of the
outbouni legs of their respective search patterns (Diagram C).

During the early mrning they made the following contacts:

(a) At 0100, possible destroyer, Latitude 15 0-50'N, Longitude 119'0-
341'.

(b) At 0153, two smll ships., Latitude 15°-.32'N, Longitude 1160-101E.

(c) At 0153, one small ship, Latitude 15 0-32'N, Longitude l160 -J8'E.

(d) At 0203, two smal ships, Latitude 150 -47'N, Longitude 1160-08'E.

(e) At 0209, one small ship, Latitude 15 0 -47'N, Longitude 1150 -31'Eo

SWar Patrol Report C3RNUNG, Report of UTH War Patrol, No Serial,

November 23rd, 1944.
STF 17 Dixp•tch 210931 October 1944 to GRENLIXG and TAMBOR.
'** All information here, except as otherwise indicated, obtained frm

•AA Operations from China Bases in Support of tie Leyt.. Campaign",

letter from Historical Division, Air University Library, USAF Air
University, Mnzwell AFP, Alabama, to President, Naval War College,
November 8th, 1950.

S., -5 0 , 57 . - 369
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(f) At 0240, a naval task force consisting of seven ships; one CV,
one BB, two CL and three DD, unknown direction, Latitude 170401N, Longitude
1160 -10o,.

(g) At 0254, three small ships, Latitude 17r-16'N, Longitude 1140-

At about 0800 the two planes (LAB-24's) which were to make the day-
light searches departed Lisuchow. During the day the search plane on the
west course made two contacts as follows:

(a) At 1005, tuelve to fifteen ships (four or five large), Latitude
200--'N, Longitude 1110-54'E--no visual contact because of thunderstorms in
the area.

(b) At 1041, two transports (7000 - 8000 gross tons) heading north-

west, Latitude 19°-3VN, Longitude 1i0-55'E.

The plane on the east course made no contacts.

It is of interest to note here that four of the contacts made on this
day were in submarine operating area AC where, commencing October 15th, CTF
71 had planned to station two submarines.* It will be recalled that he had
ordered the RAT to this area but the RAY had suffered an operational casualty
and had been ordered to proceed to Mios Woendi.** Although two other sub-
marines (EREAN* and GUITARIC*U*) were en route to patrol areas A3 - A7,
for one reason or another they had not as yet arrived. It seems probable
that, had these latter two submarines been in their operating areas (A3 - A7),
they would have contacted much of this shipping (Plate XII).

00KNAVGRPCHINA, upon receiving information of the above contacts from
C.G. FOURTRNH Air Force, appairently evaluated them all as merchant shipping,
since he made no specific report of them to CINCPOA but only advised that com-
mander that search planes had rwiported many contacts on merchant shipping in
the South Mhina Sea during tho last three days and as recently as 1300 Octo-
ber 21st on the Tourane - Hong Kong route mostly moving northeast, with some
of the traffic probably from southern Hainan.***** This report suggests that
most of this merchant shipping was en route the Empire.

SCTF 71 Letter Serial 00328, November 17th, 1944 to CTF 77; CTF 71
Dispatch 101426 October 1944 to (XI7THFLT and COCSOWESPAC.
CTF 71 Dispatch 140133 October 1944 to CTG 71.1 (Z4L).

*•* War Patrol Report BRFAM, Reprt of 3RD War Patrol, Serial 021-44,
November 22nd, 1944.

**�War Patrol Report GUIT•&•W, Report of 3RD War Patrol, Serial 044,
November 16th, 1944; also Deck Log GUITARR0, October 21st, 1944.

* CINCPAC Dispatch 211206 October 1944 to OC(M3RDFLT, C(MSU]P'AC, all
TFC1s 3RDFIT.
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In addition to the routine searches, C.G. FOURTIMM Air Force (or
C.G. 1NUITTM Somber 1ommnd) apparently flew a special search over Formusa
Strait for at 1830 OCWAVRP CINA advised CIICPOA that aircraft had sighted
at 1530 a naval task force in Formosa Strait conaisting or one carrier, three
heavy crisers and four destroyers beeding on course (45 0(T), at fifteenill knta, Latitude 230-10%e Longitude 117r-50#'•.*

Me, report we considerabs in eror for at this time there were no
first line carriers (or battloeships) in this area or, in fact, any cruisers
In t•is part of the South Cim Sea.

SWhat foree the plane actually contacted is not known, but it might
possibly have been the escort carrier SHINTOfs convoy referred to under
*Operations of C.G. 7(X11RTZTH Air Force, October 19th,U** and consisting of
merchant ships and probably one or two Df/DD type escorts. This convoy which
bad departod Sanswa, Hainan Island at 1620 October 18th for Japan*** and had
last beow reported beading gonerally north of Hainan Island at 1405 October
19th, might wall have been In this position ea route the hapire.

Mie night search (LAD-24's) departed its base at 2000 as scheduled
&aMd by 2400 the plane flying the east course uas beyond the middle of the
outbound leg of its sector (Diagram C). Because of radar ufiunction the
plare flying the vest course had returned to base-tie not known. The
deoision of the pilot of the latter plane to return to base was sound aa,
without radar, a night search is of little value. This is especially so if
there is no moonlo ht-on this night the mow set before midnight (at about
2300(nan) in the resa of search).

* -CMAV(WCHINA Dispatch 210930 October 194 to CIN(WO&, Info O0 EAC
CT? 77, and (UQJI3?LT.
Volume II, Battle for Leytoe O•f (NaiPers 921%), Naval Wr College,
195, Cuapter v(c)(i).

Skhr Diary 931•T Air Group, October 1944, vDC Docuamt 160151,
NA 12319.
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C AT IVF- JAp ~ 9f 1ATINS. October 21A

(A) Operations of CinC Combined Fleet.

CinC ombined Fleet remained at his headquarters at Hieshi. Becaunm of
this, and because he us therefore in close prox:Uity to Imperial Genral
Headquarters, it is reasonable to say that he knew not only of the movemente
and operations of his naval forces but also of the general situation ashore
in the Leyte area.

He was watching that situation carefully since it was his responsibility,
as CinC Combined fleet, to do all that he could to insure the success of the
penetration operation now undermwy.

He had two highly important problem on his mind. One, and probably the
wre important ms the question as to whether or not he should assign the
entire SECOMD Striking Force to the penetration operation as had been recom-
mended by Voidv"er SW Area Force* as well as by Commander SOND Striking
Force,** or whether he should retain it, as presently assigned, in the
counterlanding operations; the other problem of almost equal importance was
the question as to whether or not Commander FIRST Striking rorce would accept
the suggestion of the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet that the FILST Striking
Force be divided into twa groups-one to pass through San Berrardino Strait,
the other to pass through Surigao Strait***--*d, if so, when, for time was
passing.

As regards the former problem, it sees likely that owing to the fact, as
reported by Commander SW Area Force,**** that the Southern ArWes plan for
moving troops to Leyte had not been fixed, he was sonowat sympathetic to the
idea that the SECOND Striking Force be assigned to the penetration operation.
Howvrer, he was unable as yet to make a decision in the

* CofS SW Area Force Dispatch 202337 October 1944 to Chief 1ST Section,
Imperial GHQ (Navy Section), Commanders 1ST and 2ND Striking Forces,
Main Force, CRUDIV 16, Detailed Action Report (RUDIV 16, SHO Operation,
October 17th - 27th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

** .CofS 2ND Striking Force Dispatch 201806, Octoer 1944 to Coonder SW
Area Forca, info CinC Combined Fleet, 00KCRUDIV 16,, Imperial GHQ (Navy
Section), etc., Detailed Action Report CRLDIV 16, S110 Operation,
October 17th - 27th, 1944, b0c Document 161005; NA 1-.744,

Non CotS Combined Fleet Dispatch 201006 October 1944, addressees unknown,
Information compiled by Captain Toehikasu Ohe, ex-IJW, Japanese Re-
search Dirision, i•, USAFFS, Military History Section, relating to the
Penetration Operations of the 1ST Striking Force, Battle for Leyte
Gulf, contained in HQ, USAFf, Military History Section,letter March
.30th, 1954, to President, Naval War 0ollege.

- WSCofS SW Area Force Dispatch lY)230 October 1944 to CinC Combined Fleet,
info Coma-ere IST and 2ND Striking Forces, CMIIDIV 16, ImperilW GM$
(Navy Section), COrim er Main Force, Detailed Action Laport CRJDIV 16,
SHO Operation, October 17th - 27th, 1944, D)C Document 1610W5, NA 11744.
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matter because of the arW request that the SECOND Striking Force be employed
in the transportation of the SIHT!-EIGHTH Brigade prsently in Formosa.* He
clerly realised that he could do nothing until Imperial General Headquarters
(Navy Section), after discussion with Iperial General Headquarters (ArW
Section), had made a decision in this matter.

As reguare the letter problem he my have felt that CMnder FIRST Strik-
ing Forcers delay in arriving at a deiasion was based in part on that comi-
mander's lack of information as regards the possible assignment of the SECOND
Striking Force.

Therefore, it is clear that he mas confronted with a difficult situation,
for the two problems appeared to be interdependent. What action he took in
the matter is not knonm, but it seems likely that he took none, for not only
is the record silent in this regard but also the dispatches on this day indi-
cate no decision in Tokyo en this matter,

Sometime after midnight he received bad news. Although he likely expected
that the movew~nt of the FIRST Striking Force from Lingga - Singapore would be
discovered by the Allied forces, he had as yet had no indication that this had
occurred, Hosver, he now had reason to believe that the FIRST Striking Force
bad been discwomred because the coamander of the Communications Force reported
as follows:

""Between 3145 and 1625 Morotat-based patrol plane(s) transmitted nine ur-
gent radio wsasages which were reports of sighting our forces. Longitude
position reported was not clear, but Latitude was five degrees. It is highly
probable that force sighted was the FIRST Striking Force. Further, these
messages are being relayed via radio stations at Honolulu and the Admiralties
to all foces engaged in the current operations and to the Commander-in-Chief
for the New Guinea Area.***

In reality, he had no cause for alarm since the Allied radio traffic
interuoptsd appears to have concerned a series of contact reports on October
20th (always sent with urgent precedence in Allied practice)*** emanating
from Norotai-based patrol planes which at 1145 reported sighting an enem
destroyer and cargo ship in Latitude Oo-O7'fi,, Longitude 1I70 -IO'E and during
early afternoon reported sighting one large and one small cargo vessel in

* CofS SW Area Force Dispatch 202137 October 1944 to Chief IST Section
Imperial GHQ (Navy Section), info Commariers 1T and 2MV Striking Forces,
Main Force, COIDi 16, Detailed Action Report CHDIV 16, SHO Operation,
October 17th - 27th, 1944, wDC Document 16LL005, NA 11744.

SCcmwAder Cmumnication Force Dispatch 202329 October 19•4 to Major
Fleet Ccmmands, War Diary DEHN 10, October 1.944, WDC DooumentS161b3, A 11739.

*1*U.S. Fleet Basic Rapid Co•muniction Plan for War (USF 70A), Office of
O0DINCH, March 1943, Paragraph 2100; also CAN? 30WESPAC Cocmmication
Plan No. 3-44, Paragraph 1170.
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Latitude IU0 -32'N, Longitude 12306-15E.* Unfortunately for the Japaneae,
these contact reports were interpreted incorrectly-rotably the Latitude of
050-oCION-.-a induced CinC Ombined Fleet to the conclusion that the FIRST
Striking Force had been sighted. Allied records show no othor contact re-
ports at this time.

IT SZEKS UL TO DIPHASIZE HM THAT THE FACT THAT THE JAPANESE CONtUNI-
CATIONS IN= GEC WRONGLY EVALUATED THE AIRCRAFT CONTACT W"RT SHOULD
NOT at ALLOM•) TO OBSCURE THE MORE IMPORTANT CONSIDERATION THAT THE XITX
ANCE AND OPERATION OF AN EFFICIenT GO0RPAICATIONS, INTEULIGENCE ORGANIZ.ATION
IS OF VITAL IMPORTANCS.

Durin the late midmath he received, several pertinent dispatches. One,

from Osoaider SECOND Striking Force,** cancelled the sortie orders of that
force. This was likely very gratifying since the emloyment of this force
was still in question, and it was therefore logical to retain it at Mako,
which was in the Formosa area; another, from Gomnander FIFTH Base Air Force,
formally organised the Kamikaze Special Attack Units.*** This matter has
been discussed previously in this volum under "Operations of Commander FIFTH
Ease Air Force, October 20th;** a third, from Ooiwz~ier SIXTH Base Air
Force, advised that air force that (a) on the following day they wmre (1) to
execute night attacks from Formosa airfields, (2) to move to the Philippines,
and (b) the general offensive was tewtatively scheduled for October 23rd.*5Ise

THE FORMATION OF THESE KAMIKAZE UNITS WAS OF CONSIDERABLE IMPORTANCE TO
CINC COIMBINED FLEET, FOR SINCE CMW4DER FIFTH BASE AIR FORCE HAD BM WITH
HIM AT SHINCHIKU AND TAKAO, HAD THEN LEFT FOR AND ARRIVED AT MANILA ON OCTO-
BER 17TH AND HAD ASSJM CCMMAND OF THE FIFTH BASE AIR FORCE THERE ON OCTOBER
20TH, IT CAN BE SAFELY SAID THAT HE WELL KNEW OF THE POSSIBILITY AND EVEN THE
PROBABILITY THAT COMMANDER FIFTH BASE AIR FORCE, B&CAUSE OF THE DETERIORATION
OF THE FIFTH BASE AIR FORCE1, KIGHT FIND IT NECESSARY TO ESTABLISH SUCH UNITS.
HOWEVER, IT IS LIKELY THAT IT WAS NOT UNTIL THE RECEIPT OF THIS DISPATCH THAT
HE KNEW OF THEIR FORMATION AND WAS AWARE OF THE SAD DETERIORATION OF THAT AIR
FORCE.

SCOM7THFLT Dispatch 210721 October 1944 to all consars receiving CM-
7THFLT Intelligence Summaries.

S Goomwnder 2ND Striking Force Dispatch 202340 October 1944 to CinC
Combined Fleet, info Oommanders IST Striking Force, Main Force, 5TH
and 6TH Base Air Forces, Imperial GHQ (Navy Section), Detailed Action
Raport CRUDIV 16, SHO Operation, October 17th - 27th, 1944, WDC Docu-
ment 161005, NA 11744.
C* omander 5TH Base Air Force Dispatch 202347 October 1944 to Mhbalacat
Air Base (5TH Base Air Force De&Op~rd No. 52), War Diry 61ST A1r
Flotilla, October 1944, WDC Document 161643, NA 12260.
Although this dispatch appears to have been sent to MaWa-)c.t Air 34.3e
only, its importance was such that it likely as sent as well to CinC
Combined Fleet as an information addry4se6.,

*Commander 6TH Base Air Foyz O.p Lch ZLO•.3 Octobir' 1944 to b6?H Base
Air Force, Detailed Fc-Ion Report 102ND and 103RD Attack Units, Air
Action in Philippines, October 22nd - Nov1zb•v 15th, 1944, WC. i)ocu"ret
16129.), NA 1250'i-A.
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Since under his DevOpOrd issued at 0813 on the previous day, the general
air offensive by the SIXTH Base Air Foror was scheduled to occur on Y-day
(D-1) rather than on D-2 day, it is interesting to note that he appears to
have allowed this change to be made t7 (ommander SIXTH Base Air Force with-
out any reference to Tokyo,

VW this ws so is not explained, although two possible reasons for Com-
mander SIXTH Base Air Force's action are mentioned under "Operations of Com-
mander SIXTH Base Air Force, October 21st". It seems likely that CinC Com-
bined Fleet (a) feeling that his commanders in the objective area wre (1)
thoroughly familiar with the orders and (2) thoroughly competent and (b)
realizing that the weather forecasts for the Philippines ar3a for October
23rd - 24th were now unfavorable (weather conditions on the 23rd were actually
so bad that the attack units were forced back to base)* had decided that this
advancement of the date for the general air offensive was bas-d on a sound
estimate of the local situation and therefore should be permitted to stand.

During the early forenoon he likely received a dispatch from Commander
901ST Air Group reporting that the two night search planes operating from
Garan Bi had completed their searches with negative results.**

Possibly at 0940 (it was received by (00DESRON TEN at this time) as an
information addressee, he received a dispatch from Commander SECOND Striking
Force to Womander FIRST Striking Force (a) advising that commander that in
the event the SEOOND Striking Force was ordered to make L penetration attack,it was to be accomplished as follows: At 1500 October 23rd the SECOND Strik-

in Force as to be twenty miles south of Cape Calavite (Mindoro) Light;
from there it was to proceed south through the northern part of the Sulu Sea
at an actual speed of sixteen knots; at about 1500 October 24th it was to
pass through the western bntrance of the Mindanao Sea, and (b) requesting
information concerning the scheduled movement of the FIRST Striking Force.,*

What ho thought of this dispatch is not known; but if he had not hereto-
fore been able to discern fully what Cceinander SEW0ND Striking Force was pro-
posing, he now knew that that cormander hoped to operate as an independent
unit mnder (obmwder SW Area Force and to operate apart from the FIRST Strik-
ing Force by penetrating through Surigao Strait rather than through the east-
ern entrance to Leyte Gulf &a had long been planned for the FIRtST Striking
Foroe,,

* Mmrandum Notes of Captain Etanso Shibata, IJN, Senior Staff Officer
9-11 Basa Air Force, October 10th - 23rd, 1944, Department of the ArmW
Ristorical Division, Microfilm HS-22, Item B.

5*Commarnder 901ST Air Group Dispatch 210750 October 1944 to CinC Combined

VLoet, t,4xvwvier 6TH Base Air Force, Detailed AMtlon Report. 901ST Air
Iroimp, NWignt Searches, October 10th - 28th, 19.4, WDC Document. 160551,
NA I .,0 ,

SCofS 2M., Striking Force Dispatch 201932 October 1944 to Cowmmaner STr
Str...king Fo:ce, War riary DESHON 10, October 1944, WC Dociunent V(,38,
NA I1739.
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During the early forenoon he learned that Allied aircraft had commenced
hitting the Philippines again. From naval reports he learned that the central
Philippines had been hit by about 150 aircraft.; whereas, if he maintained
close contact with the arm, he also learned that the army reported that about
912 aircraft had hit the Philippines. This divergence in count is discussed
under "Operations of Commander SW Area Force, October 21st".

At 1031 feeling possibly from queries that there was some question as to
X and Y-days, he decided to reaffirm X-day as October 25th and T-dsy as Octo-
ber 24th amd therefore released a message* to this effect to all coimands.
Thi was a wise decision for his command was widely separated; some parts of
it were even now under heavy Allied air attack; and since the coordination
required of the principal commands as shown in his 200813 was necessarily
precise, it was vital to the success of the plan that all connds know the
above dates.

Possibly before 1135 (when it wae received by DESRON ONE) he received in-
formation to the effect that on October 22nd Formosa and Japan proper were
going to be bembed by U.S. air forces based in China.* It seem probable
that he received this dispatch prior to 1135 because it seems likely that
this information originated with intelligence units in Tokyo. This seems so
fer is it not logical to say that had the information originated at Takao
Naval Base the addressees wou).d have included all couwinds rather than Come-
mander SECOND Striking Force alone?

At 1145 he again irrned Commander FIRST Striking Force, then fueling at
Brurei, of the necessity for maintaining a strict alert for enemy reconnais-
sance planes,*

It will be recalled, in this regard, that on the previous day (a) he had
cautioned that commander (who was fueling his force at Brunei Bay) on the
necessity for maintaining a strict alert against enemy reconnaissance planes,
and (b) Japanese radio intelligence had warned that commander that it was
highly probable that the FIRST Striking Force had been sighted .*** It seems
likely therefore that his reason for this additional warning was his realiza-
tion that since he was operating under considerably weaker forces than the

CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 211031 October 1944 to All Fleet and
Squadron Gommandere, Combined Fleet, etc., Detailed Action Report
MOGAMI, Battle off the Philippines, October 18th - 25th, 1944, WDC
Document 160•63, NA 12653.

*1 Takao Naval Guard District Dispatch to 2ND Striklng Force received
by DESRON 1 at 211135 October 19"4, War Diary DESRON 1, October 1944,

bD)C Document 161638, NA 11739.
**• CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 211145 October 1944 to Commander IST

Striking Force, info Comzrnders 6TH Baoe Air Force, SW Area Force, War
Diary DES"ON 10, October 1944, WDC Document 16,638, NA 11739.

*'' Coromander CGmmunications Force Dispatch 202329 October 1944 to CinC
Combined Fleet, Connuarxer IST Striking Force, info SW Area Force, Main
Force, War Diary DESRON 10, October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.
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Allies, it was ensential that his forces be not weakened further by careless-
"nos in security measures. From this it seems clear that he (a) was not aware
of the security measeres within the FIRST Striking Force at Brunei Bay and
(b) was somewhat apprehensive of the state of alertness in the FIRST Striking
Force.

His concern was likely (a) lessened senswhat when at about 1159 he re-
ceived Counander Western Force's dispatch 211129 directing six aircraft to
move up to Labuan Islmad, Brunei Bay from the southwest for the purnxse of
providing antisubawrine patrol for th-i FIRST Striking Force,* and (b) in-
creased slightly when at about 1301 he received a dispatch from the Chief of
Staff SW Area Force warning interested commands that enemy B-24's were operat-
ing as far as Puerto Princess, Palawan Island and Son Jose (Mindaro Island).**

Commencing sometime after midnight and continuing until about 1430, CinC
Corkdned Fleet received numerous contact reports from aircraft, coastwatchers
and radio direction finder fixes. The contact reports were from both army and
navy sourcts, bit mostly from the latter.

(a) These sight contacts included (Plate XXl):

(1) East of Catanduanes Island and San Bernardino Strait (a) at 0920
W(ontact H) one task group-composition not reported, (b) at 095 (Contact I)
on one battleship (BB) and tveity-four other ships, with no carriers reportea,
and (c) at 1040 (Contact J) amplified at 1330 to large task force with four
carriers (CV), five battleships (BB) and twenty-two other ships;

(2) Well to the eastward of Lnzon, at 0920 (Contact G) on surface
ships, composition unreported;

(3) East of Samar at 1330 (Contact K) on four escort carriers (OVE),
two battleships (BB), two heavy or light cruiserL' (CA/CL) and six destroyers
(DD);

(4) East of Dinagat and Mindanao Island (a) at 0818 (Contact C) on
six attack transports (APA) and six destroyers (DD), with no carriers re-
ported, (b) at 0630 (Gontact D) on a surface force of sixteen attack tranLi-
ports (APA) escorted by two escort carriers (CVE), (c) at 0840 (Contact E)
on eighteen attack transports (APA), with no carriers reported and (d) at
0900 (Coatact F) on a task group with tm carriers (CV), four escort carriers
(CVE), and twenty other ships.

* Csmrander Western Force D1spatch 2LL129 October 1944 to Commanders 936TH
Air Group, IST Striking Force, Western Force, etc., (Western Force
DesOpOrd No. 172), Detailed Action Report BATDIV I, SHe No. 1 Operation,
October 18th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

** CofS SW Area Force Dispatch 211231 October 1914 to Commander Main Force,
Conmutaer 6TH Base Air Force, War Diary ZUIHO, October lot - 25th, 1944,
WC Document 161636, NA 11973.
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(b) Thees radio direction finder fixes, which were all to the eastward
of southern Luzon, included:

(1) At 2325, the previous evening (Contact A) a powerful task fores

of twenty ships;

(2) At 0012 (Contact B) one task group, composition not reported;

(3) At 1400 (Contact L) one task group, composition not reported.

Based on the sight contacts, GinC Combined Fleet could estimate that his
forces were opposed by six carriers (CV) and ten escort carriers (MVE) with
a possibility of anywhere from one to four carriers (CV) i, the task group
sighted at 0920 (Contact I). This would mean that if the composition of the
Allied units sighted was correct he was opposed, in so far ae forces sighted
were concerned, by a total of from seven to eleven carriers (cV) and by ton
escort carriers (079).

Ba5ed on the radio direction finder fixes, he could eastimate that his
forces were opposed, in addition, by (a) contact (1) four carriers (CV), (b)
contact (2) possibly one to three carriers (CV), and (c) contact (3) also
possibly one to three carriers (CV) or a total of six to ten carriers (CV).

If he considered the above ao separate contacts he could estimate that
the Allies had from thirteen to twenty-one carriers (CV) and ten escort
carriers (CVE).

From this he could estimate that he was still opposed by Allied carrier
forces at least equal to the sixteen carriers (CV) and five escort carriers
(CVE) which had been sighted on October 19th and therefore ;hat the Allied
naval forces continued to be in great strength.

:ometime during the afternoon he roceived intelligence, presumably largely
from Allied broadcasts:

(a) An announcewnt of the capture of Tacloban Airfield,

(b) A statement of General MacArthur that the Japanese apparently had
expected that US. forces would land oc, Mindanao,

(c) An announcement by the British Admiralty that more than half of the
British I) eet was cunrently moving to the Far East,

(d) An announcement that Pelgrtda had been captured.*

Most of the above intelligence (items a, b and d) was likely known to the
Japanese but it i1 doubtful if they were familiar w.ith the movements of the

•- Mater~il •or Sitt~ition "ntimate•, IST Section, Naval Genera]. Staff,
Octol"r W944• •4)C Docuwsnfit 2T6764 (%AcroftLm).
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British fleet to Asiatic waters., y it became necessary to broadcast this
information is not known for the war in the buropson theater wms not, over yet
(it would not be over for seven months--the Germans did not surrendor until
May 7th, 1945) and the Japanese fleet, in so far as the Allies Imew, had riot
yet been committed in final battle.

It s possible t:at the above anno',icement coupled with item (d), tne fall
of Belgrade, wre additional indications to the Japanese High Command of the
increasingly vThlTappy situat:,ov of their Goan Ally in &uvpe.

Also sometime during the afternocn he likely received a dispatch from the
THIRTY-TVMIFD Special Ba.ii Force" relaying an anrmy rep -t that it appeared that
landings were being made on Rapu Rapu Island near LegL ..pi in southern Luzon.
He does not appear to have taken any action althogh such a landing would have
cinsiderably broadened the area of operations. However, this report was
errone( 4s awl was cancelled later in the eveuing.**

Possibly at 1504 (it r•am received. by KINU at that time) he received Corn-
mander SW Ar6a Force' s directive to the SECOND Striking Force to proceed to
Manila to arrive by early morning of the 23rd.-~ In view of the directive
issued by Comsander SW Aral Force the previous day, stating that the movements
of the SECOND Striking Force would be as diregted by Conmander SECON4D Striking
Force,**** he likely wondered what new dsvelopments hMd arisen requiring the
presence of the SECOND -trking Force in Manila on the .23ni, for as yet there
had been no decision concerning the movements of army troops from Formosa to
the Philippines.***** However, the situation, if confusing, was likely clari-
fied sometime later (possibly at 1637 when it was received by COMCRUDIV SIX-
TEEN) upon the receipt of the Chief of Staff SW Area Force's 211322 dispatch
to Commander SECOND Striking Force.fl**W* This dispatch stated that

* Commander 3319D Special Base Force Dispatch 211250 October 1944,
addressees unknown, Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. 1
Operation, October 20th - 29th, 19", WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
Conmaner 33RD Special Base Force Dispatch 211900 October 1944,
addressees unknown, Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. 1
Operation, October 20th - 29th, 19k, •DC Document 161005, NA 11744.
SW Area Force Dispatch 2-33252 October 1944 to Cominander 2ND Striking
Force, CCI4C-JDIV 16, info 2ND Air Fleet, Commander SW Ares Force, War
Diary DESRON 1, October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.

S*fl* JCommander SW Area Force Dispatch 201428 October 1944 to 2ND Striking
Force) CRUDIV 16, info all Fleet and Squadron Conianders, SW Area
Force, Combined Fleet, War Diary DESRON 1, October 1944, WDO Document
161638, NA 11739.

*0*4** CofS SW Area Force Dispatch 201958 October 19414 to Commander 2111
Striking Force, info CinC Combined Fleet, COMCRUDIV 16,, etc., Detailed
Action Report CRUDIV 16, SFH0 Operation, October 17th - 27th, 1944,
WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

**t*W CofS SW Area Force Dispatch 211322 October 1944 to Commander 2?D
StriKing Force, C1ICRUDIV 16, info CirC Combined Fleet, IST Striking
Force, Main Force, Lmperial (AL] (Navy Section), Detailed Action Report
ChUDIV 16, SHO Operation, October 17th 27th, 1904, WDC Docmient
161005, NA 11744.
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Headquarters SW Area Force (a) ws con:ferring with army headquarters but
doubted that the aW would be preparad to effect a counterlanding at Leyt
during the night of the 25th aid (b) us of the opinion that at least CRIJDD
TWNXT--OMN and DEMRON OUS should participate in the penetration operation
through Surigao Strait in coordination with the FIRST Striking Force opera-
tion.

CinC Comhined Fleet undoubtedly noticed that the above tuggomted exploy-
ment of the WOM Striking Force made no reference to the transportation of
the SIXT!-EIGHTH Brigade from Formosa. This as an indication that CinC
Southern Am5, despite his request of the previous eveniug on the above
matte-r addressed to Imperial General Headquarters (Arn Sec-Lion), ws now
satisfied that the army was not ready at the present moment to move the SIXTY-
EIGHTH Brigade to Leyte and had so informed Headquarters SW Area Force even
if he had not as yet notified Tokyo.

This would account for Coimmnder SW Area Force's action in moving the
SECOND Striking Force to the Manila area. Here it would be (a) in no danger
from the China-based planes which intelligence reported were expected to
attack Formosa (hako) on the following day and (b) in better positioLa for
its operations in the Philippines; i.e., penetration or counterlanu.ng.

Sometime during the day he received information Unat fourteen to fifteen
battleships and cruisers and eighty transports were in Leyte Gulf* (Contact
M).

This was important nets because it indicated that the Allied ianding
operations were still far from complete. However, he realized that the ALlies
still had four days in wich to land their reserve troops and stores and to
retire their transports and cargo ships.

At 1807/ (CCKBATDIV ONE received it at this time) he received SECON) Strik-
ing Force's sortie order to depart vakx, at 1600 October 21st and arrive Manila
Bay &t 07C0 October 23rd.**

At 1945 (when it me ref-eived by Cosmender FIRST Striking Force) CinC
Combined Fleet received coier SW Area Force's orderz** (pitAed in full
under "Operations of Comman:oer SW Area Force, Octobtsr 21st") in which that

S Appeded Chart 1I, E&emy Fleet Dispositions on October 21st, 1944,
Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th -
29th, 1944, W)C Documfnt 161005, NA 11744.

** Cozmmander 2ND Striking Force Dispatch 2-1455 October 194 to Gowmander
SW Area Force, CinC Coabined Fleet, Lonm er 1ST Striking Force,
Detailed Action Report LATDIV 1, SilO No. I Operation, October 18th -.
28th, 1944, WDC Document 162005, NA 1174-4.

i*0 Coamnder SW Area Force Dispatch 211345 Octcber 1944 to Commanders 5TH
and 6TH Base Air Forces, IST and 2ND Striking Forces, 954TH and 955TH
Air Groups, Detailed Action Report 1ST Strik'ng Force, SHO Operations,
October 16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 16164i, NA 11839.
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ocuander, under Combined Fleet's DesOpOrd No. 363, assumed cemeLnd of all
naval air forces assembled in the Philippines area and also proscribed the
tasks of the shore-based air forces during the forthcoming operations. He
noted that the operations of the FIFTH and SIXTH Base Air Forces were, at
least for the present, to be "cooperative" under the direction of Comander
SV Area Force rather than be unified. Since this was in accordance with Com-
bined Fleet op"rational policy,* it is assumed that he found the arrangement
satisfactory.

At about 2100 he received two dispatches; one us Commander SW Area Force
dispatch 211910 in which he was notified of an Army - Navy agreement wherein
the navy agreed to transport two infantry battalions from Clgwawi to Leyte
under oommnd of O(EftL1IV SIXTEX;** the other was Chief of Staff SW Area
Force dispatch 211914 which, referring to the former dispatch, gave the
opinions of that command regarding the employment of CE3DIV TWOf-OKE and
DISRON ONE.*** This latter dispatch, which is quoted in full under 0Opera-
tions of Commander SW Area Force, October 21st", was particularly interesting
in that, among other item, it not only continued t- recemond that CRUOIV
TiITM-Oft iad DEJJ ONE participate in the decisive battle operations sched-
uled for October 25th by penetrating through Surtlao Strait but reccmended,
for the first time, t ... theve units do vo under the oomand of Comander
FIRST Striking Force. This differed from the previous diatches therea.
which implied that CJDIV T1¶VM-ONE and DESHR ONE were to continuo to oper-
ate under e-t nder SW Area Force and to participate in the penetrution opera-
'tion "in support of**** or "in coordination with"**** the FIRST Str.king
Force,

6TH Base Air Force OpOrd No. 6, 3eptember 6th, 1944, File of Orders
k-t by Captain Bunzo Shibata, Senior Staff Officer, 6T1 BaPs Air
Force, Basic SHO Operation Orders of 6TH Base Air Force, Aruy Hie-
torical Division Microfilm H5-18, Item D.

4** CM SW Area Force Dispatch 21191.0 October 1944, substance of which
is referred to in COW SW Area Force Dispatch 221.320 October 1944 to
-omCanuDIV 16, Transports 9, 10, 6; 102, info CinC Goabined Fleet,
2ND and 1Si' Striking Forces, Main Force, 6TH Base Air Force, Detaied
Action Report CRIDIV 16, SHO Operation, October 17th - 27th, 1944,
SE)C Douwent 161005, NA 11744.

'"• CoWS SW Area Force Dispatch 211914 October 194 to CinO Combined Fleet
COwcRUDIV 16, Conmander 2ND Striking Force, Imperial GHQ (Navy SectionS,
info Coananders Main Force, 1ST Striking Force, 5TH and 6TH Base Air
Forces, War Diary DLSRCN 10, October 1944, WDC Document 161638,
NA 11739.

"'*• CofS SW Area Force Dispatch 192230 October 1944 to CinC Ooobined Fleet,
Detailed Action Report CRLDIV 16, St0 Operation, October 17th - 27th,
1944, W)C Document 161005, NA 1-7144.

4HNI*UC•otS SW Area Force Dispatch 211322 October 1944 to 2ND Striking Force,
(XmcRu(IV 16, info CinG Combined Fleet, CommAnder 1ST Striking Force,
.mpeerial GHQ (Navy Section), Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, 51)

r COperation, October 17Lh - 77th, 1944, W)C Document 161M.5, NA 117".

MW 381 -t



CINC O(P(BINID FLEET
October 21st

The question of the employment of iMA)IV TS --ON and DEBRON Caw as
under discussion at Imperial General 1lsadquartere (Navy Section) %here it
had been referred on the previous evening by the Chief of Staff SW Area
Force,* lowever, the 231910 dispatch indicated that the arm and navy on-
manderse in the Philippines had reached agrement as to the transportation
time schedule of the arW units. Further, the 211914 dispatch appears to
have been designed to reduce the Mw' s opposition to the inclusion of CRUDIV
TWIT-CM and DEW ONE in the penetration operation.** Therefore, these
dispatches shoutld have materially assisted Imperial General Headquarters to
arrive at a solution.

At 2106 having received additional intelligence thereon, he notified naval
units in the Formosa, Nansei Shoto Area that air attacks from China were

Spossible and warned those units to miantain strict alert.*e*

It is of interest that sometime on this day, but apparently late in the
day because it was not received by . omman• s until the following day,
CinC Combined Fleet received an Imperial Rescript (a) forwarded by the Chief
of the Naval General Staff wherein the Emperor commended CinC Southern Army
CinC Combined Fleet and C.G. Formosa Army for their battle successes and (b5
at the sawe time broadcast to the world.**N This rescript follows:

"Our Army and Navy forces working in close cooparation have intersepted
the enem fleet and in fierce battle have inflicted heavy losses on ,im. I
hereby express my deep gratitude.

"This situation is daily becoming more critical. The Aray and Navy forces
will strengthen even further their cooperation and will endeavor to fulfill my
faith in them.******

THIS WAS AN UIITAORDINARY MESSAGE IN THAT (A) IT IMPLIES THAT THEME HAD
BEUN A FLR ACTION IN dI0CH THE JAPANESE FORCES HAD BEEN UNUSUALLY SUC(ESSFUL.

* CarS SW Area Force Dispatch 202137 October 1944 to Imperial GHQ
(Navy Section), info CinC Combined Fleet, etc., Detailed Action
Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operation, October 17th - 27th, 1944, WDC
Document 161005, NA ll744.
CofS SW Area Force Dispatch 211914 October 1944 to CinC Combined
Fleet, OXMCRWDIV 16, Commander 2ND Striking Force, Imperial GHQ
(Navy Section) , info Commarders Main Force, 1ST Striking Force,
5TH and 6TH Base Air Forces, War Diary DESRN 10, October 1944,
WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.

"**' CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 212106 October 1944 to 2ND and 3RD Air
Fleets, Detail6d Action Report Nampo Shoto Air Group, WDC Document
160267, NA 12540.

*** This resoript was broadcast by Radio Tokyo, monitored and translated
by FCC and published in The New York Times, October 22nd, 1944,
Page 26.

***** Vice Admiral Matoms Ugaki, IN (LCUBATDIV 1), Personal Diary SENSOROKU,
Nippon Shurppan Kyndo Kab.shiki Ka.i,,ha (Tokyo, March 15th, 1953),
Volumo 11.
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CINC CmNI E FLEETS~~Oetober 21s=t - "

;.A=TAL, OF 000=v, THE ONL JEAVY LO8SZ 09 THL UMXN THAT THE JAPAN=~ hAD
QADIU 1=WOU HAD RORTDLY REMWE BY AM AND NATT AIRPOW
(THE PRINCIPAL DMAKA ZM C'M HAD CONSIS OF Til TWXDOING OF THE MOUISER
HOU3TON AND CtNht)A, AN) (8) IT ohru'Tm W= ANY REMIICE TO THE FACT
THAT TUBE AZT= 09 THE PREVIOUS DAY HAD LANDED LAREZ FORCES ON KASTW ISM
lWICH IPSO FACTO LD CONTRADICT THE SUOCI&3S GLUM ABOVE AND HAD SOANMCI•D 'TO THE WORL.D,

SINCE9 FM• PARCW TWO OF THIS RCRP, IT IS CLEA THAT THE ]D KMR

NWAl ) THAT FUTURE OPERATIOUS NS LD W E ETOMY CRITICAL, IT SEM4S P081-
Mi THAT IH WAS A LITZ UTm IN IMIMI) AS TO THE PHILIPPINES SITUATION THAN

THIB SMOM DXOT35. OWNSVR, THE WOU MEWSAGE INDICATES THAT EI7W HE 4
(A) *A NOT WING KEPT FULLY INFOMAM BY THE HIGH QCNWD OF THE SERIOUSESS
OF TH DEV U ING SITUATION AND OF THE FACT THAT THE ALLIES HAD LANDED IN
STROIM, 0R (B) HAD ISSUED THIS RES(RIPT AS A FORM OF PIKPAGANDA.

IF ITEN (A) IS ACCZPTED AS CORRECT, IT W)ULD BE INTERESTING TO KNOW THE
WQSO TW011. COULD IT HAVE BEEN THAT THE HIGH OOLSAND, RELYING ON THE
-PIETRATICN CP•qATION, AND HOPING THAT IT WOUL BE SUCCESSFUL, HAD DECIDE)
TO WITIMM f= THE N4ROR INFODCATION OF THE ALLIED SUCS UNTIL SUCH
TI)E AS THE PEMTRATION OPERATION HAD EM ATTOUIED? TRU, SHOULD THE
PMTTION OPBRATION BE SUCCESFUL, THEY OCULD STILL (LAIN VICTORY DESPITE
THE ALLIM LANDINGS*

IF ITSI (B) IS ACCEPTED,, 'ME REION FOR ITS ISSUANCE IS OBVIOUS; IT WAS
A COUNTER TO ALLIE CLAIMS OF GRE&AT VICTORIES.*

The New York Tis, October 18th, 19th, 20th, 21st, 1944.
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ON FIRST STRIKING FORC
October 21st

(1) Operations of OomwAer PIRST Striking Force, October 21st.

Vath the coaenceamn of this day the FIRST 3triking Force, which had-
arrwivd at Bmud Day the previoun forenoon and had commenced fueling immed.-
atey in acoordavca with the fueling plans, two still fueling from the battle-
snips and cruisers those units which had not as yet coamleted fueling.
Aetually, b this time most of the destroyers and cruiser& had apparently
couleted fuoling leaving only the TORE to be fueled from the MUSASHI, the
MICKMO from the UCNGO, the NWMAKI fron the HARUNA, the MUSASHI and MOGAMI
from the IAKKO XARU, the YANATO and MAYA from the TUHO MARM. It will be re-
called that no orders had as yet been given for fueling the other battleships
(MAQATO, PUSO$ TM IRO, X(0GO and HARUNA).

Shortly after midnight Oommander FIRST Striking Force learned that
Conder SEOND Striking Forcess sortie from Mako, ordered for that morning,
had been cancelled.*

At 0140 (when the AOBA received it), as an information addressee, he
learned that MDIV SIXTEEN, in consultation with the arsy, was to carry out
the first movement of troop reinforcements,** He was likely pleased that he
had alretay fueled that CRUDIV.

Sometime before 0305 he received a report from the Comsmnder Commtni-
catiro Force stating that (a) between 1145 and 1625 Morotai-based patrol
planes had' transmitted nine urgent radio messages which were reports of sight-
ing Japanese forces, and (b) it was highly probable that the Japanese force
sighted was the FIRST Striking Force.** Although he did not know it, this
was an erroneous conclusion of the lonmnication Force. It did, however,
cause much concern within the FIRST Striking Force since the success of the
penetration operation depended in part on remaining unobserved by the enaW
as long as possible.

At this time he was necessarily concerned about three important items.
These were: (a) the question as to whether or not to make a double penetra-
tion as had been suggested by the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet; (b) the
safety of the Brunei Fueling Group which wrs due to arrive that day and which,
if on schedule, was even now passing through the area where Allied submarines
had torpedoed several ships of a southbound convoy; and (c) the fact that his
comand had likely been observed by Allied patrol planes enerating out of
Morotai .***

* Comnander 2ND Striking Force Dispatch 202340 October 1944 to CinC

Combined Fleet, Comeander Takao Guard District, info other Combined
Fleet commands, Detailed Action Report CRLTDIV 16, SHO Operation,
October L7th - 77th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

S* Commander 2ND Striking Force Dispatch 201756 October 1944 to CinC

Combined Fleet, OCMHCUD1V 16 (2ND Striking Force De3OpOrd No. 8), War
Diary DMM0N i, October 1944, WDC Document 161618, NA 11739.

***Commander Conmmnication Force Dispatch 202329 October 1944 to CinC
Combined Fleet, Commander IST Striking Force, info Main Fomce, 3W Area
Force, War Diary DMRON 10, October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.
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WOK FIRST STRIKING FORMK
October 21st

As reprlds itm (a) he knew that his staff was at this v moment
giving this matter very serious cosideration; an regards iteA (b) he had
dr all that he could to insire the safe arrival of the oilers and he could

mvw only trust that his measures woud prove effective. However,, item (c)
was of pressing concern for, if correct, it could have a very vital and ad-
verse effect. n the likelihood of the success of the penetration operation.
He felt that as a conseluence, it wms possible that Allied air attacks might
be wade on his coand commencing at dawn. Therefore, at 0305 he advised the
FIRST Striking Force as follows:

"There is a strong possibility that enemy patrol planes have spotted

this force. specially strict alert will be enfcced applying No. Two anti-
aircraft alert dispositions from dawn today.W*

As the night passed, having received no messages from the Brunei Fuel-
ing Group-it was proceeding in radio silence-he realized that this group had
most likely succeeded in passing through the principal danger area wnharmwd.

Beginning at dawn (a) all units set Condition No. 2 AA or higher,
(b) air patrols were established over the anchorage employing both cruiser
and battleship aircraft, and (c) all ships were prepared for nixteen knots
on thirty minutes notice.

At 0843 he notified all ships present that at 1020 the ATAGO would
send one seaplane to Labuan Base (on Labuan Island in Brunei Bay) to pick
up an army liaison staff officer and then return with him to the ATAGO.**
This officer appears to have been ordered to report to Commander FIRST Strik-
ing Force to explain the situation in the Tacloban area and presumably thereby
to assist that conuander in the final formalation of his operation plan.

At 0940 (since OCIESH01 TEN received it at that time) he received a
dispatch from the Chief of Staff SECOND Striking Force giving the movements
of that force in the event it carried out a penetration attack and requesting
information concerning the scheduled track of the FIRST Striking Force.***

At 1020 hu directed all unit commanders, destroyer commanders and
staff officers to assemble at 1700 on board the ATAGO.**** This is the first

* Commumder 1ST Striking Forco Visual Dispatch 210305 October 1944 to
1ST Striking Force, Detailed Action Report BATDIV 1, SHe No. 1 Opera-
tion, October 18th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

*5 Cowmander IST Striking Force Visual Dienatch 210843 October 1944 to ull
divisions 15T Striking Force, Detailed Action Report BATDIV 1, SHO No. 1
Operation, October 18th - 28th, 19"4, WDC Document 1tlCO), NA 11744.

SCofS 2r) Striking Force Dispatch 201932 October 1944 to Comow*der 11T
Striking Force, War Diary DESRON 1O, Octobrr 19"4, )C ODocument 161638,
NA 11739.

.*** Commander 1ST Striking Force Visi] Dispatch 211020 October 1944 to IST
Striking Force, Detailed Action Report BATUIV 1, SHO No. I Gperation,
October 18th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161X005, NA 11744.
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MIN FIRST STRIKING FORCE
October 21st

indiiation tht he either had arrived at or was fast approaching a decisin
as to (a) wahther or not to divide his command, and (b) hs final pl•ai for
the penetration operation,

At 1120 he noted that the Brunei Fueling Group had entered port and
that at 1220 the TUH0 WAIW had gone alongside the YAMATO and the HA&KKO MARU
alongside the MUSA=I. He also noted that the MICHISHIO had promptly co-
minced fueling from the KONGO, the NCMAKI from the HARUNA.*

This early arrival** as a source of considerable satisfaction since
Ida earlier estimate had been that this group %ould arrive at 1700*** and
here it had arrived at 1120. This indicated a speed of advance of nine and
sevgn-tenths (9.7) knots rather than the nine knots estimated for the 1700
arrival and was in accordance with the basic movement plan which had forecast
arrival at 3100.1**4

He also noted that the ASAGUMO and TAMAGUKO, which had departed at
1150 on the previous day to reinforce the escorts of the Brunei Fueling Group,
had not returned with that group. If he queried the Cownander Brunei Fueling
Group (CC34DLIV FOUR in MICHISHIO) on this matter, he scon learned that
neither of these destroyers had been observed by the shi.ps of that group.
This would have been an additional cause for concern for it indicated that
(a) something strange might have happened to these tw, deatroyers since the
weather ws excellent, the positions of the enen sinking likely reasonably
accurate; and Lherefore, if the fueling group maintained its estimated course
of 0700 (T) as wan expected, the chance of failing to contact it poor; and (b)
the planes from the YAHAGI and NOSHfl had (1) fa:ied to make contact since
they had been directed to notify the ASAG1MO and TANAGIMO of the actual posi-
tion of the fueling group on,.e that group had been located***** or (2) once

having located the fueling group had been unable to locate the two destroyers
_or(3) been uiable to locate the fueling group. He awadted further informa-
ti on thereon from the destroyers or fren the aircraft.

* Detailed Action Report No. 13, DESMON 10, SPO Operation, October 17th
31st, 1944, WDC Document 161005 NA 11.7".

4*1 Vice Admiral Matome Ugaki, IJU CODHBATDIV 1), Personal Diary SENSOROKU,
Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha (Tokyo, March 15th, 1953),
Volume I.

*5* Coosander IST Striking Force Visual Dispatch 201025 October 1944 to
IST Striking Force (IST Striking Force SigOrd No. 183), Detailed
Action Report BATDIV 1, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 18th - 28th,
1944, wiC Docuw.snt 161005, NA -1744.

5*W (XP IV 4 Dispatch 172245 October 1.944 to Condumior lST Striking
Force, War Diary DESRON 10, October 1944, WDC Document 161638,
A U1739.

SO**1 Qnmandr IST Striking Force Visual Dispatch 201300 October 1944, to
YAHAGI, NOSHIRO, info all ships, Detailed Action Report BATDIV 1,
3HO No. 1 Operation, October 18th - 28th, 1944, WD( Document 161005,
KA 11744.
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own"=&Ootor a1t

Pacii$. thee fando hutIs ea recld's an, Alired ctcs f h r
PacficFew aa Autraianfwma idordir ct ommaMi of NacArh~Uw (aboard

a wrebip) bai lvanded at twoa p:&aoe tw Leyte Islndj, Panoon Island,, the
mtbern Up of !Dina~t Island and the oawtbern Tort of HAmbonbm Island, 0*

It in aaara that this r'ecording~ Is a parapbiraec of the oftregnl broPaCeo at
which, vk~e not available' t' A. studl,, very likely stAkted "SMothwisst
Pactieio' sar "Allied"N ratbaf than "'Os+.,ml Facil'io" ani sAxtstralian" and was
eoovt~ed br the staff of 00NMIDIV OU, Wwietbr or not it wes Also confused
b,- Omiander FIRIST Striking Force* Is not kwctn,

Since Owmandor Main Force had ruported,, on the provicus dty, having
reovevwd at 2138 a dispatch from JI~rial Genertl HsedqWarters (t~avy S~cti~vf)
te the effect that the Allies had I~Nded "at tuo poirms mn i4 yts. Island rmwi
had ouotLed ftaneon Tatand, tb#A northern Lip of Diinfraz Island *ad iHowrhu&~n
ZseandiUm it vmuud appear as if Imper~al Getteral Headquuztsrr had obtsuind
this inttilig.owe fr~m jaUlod tbm%&camt&,

A~t$.~* thta. bwoad ast m& not entitralv accur4t* in that, ithe landing
at Ltuau laitmd %x not nmoticoed, it s~eum probablIr that it T~n of cora.4er-
Aba. Uiapol atkao to Ooimmnder FIRST St~rikcing Force,. for it inticated the booa-
tions of taw AlliaA landingx and gave an indication of the stfength of the
Allied forces. 71as two lauings on Leyte a-land wmld be especially intereato-
Ing in that they clearly were the principal landings and therefore Indicated
the general L.ocatiou of thio mal P-I.U.6 amhibious forc~ which were his
prnamry targut, He. had reason to belitrie that ame of those two landings was
in the Ta,:ooben arot for he had received info rtmtion thoreon previously, but
he h4%d received little or no informat-Jr,n of the other landing, excepting tne
report of a landing betw sn Dula.g and San Jose, Ho~wever, on this very day
he had also received word from a night reconnaissance plane of the brilliant
lighta in Tacloban and couth of Dula#,.,* which ixqj led their captuire by the
Allies and from t~h~g ho likely aseuawed that Dmulg was the location. of t~he
second landing. He wasn also interested in the other landings reported for.,
If he had ths same information as OCC"ATr)IV ONY, he had had uniti:l no' Ti
information o~n the landings on Plomonhon, birmagat wAn Pamaon 1Aslands',

TFIS POINTS ()U THE FACT THAT NEW( BLWADU2STS WHfICH c9M RLATIVELY
UN1XP(WaANT CAN BE AND Cr=U AU~ OF VALUE TO AN hNMYf.

INSTRUCTIONGS AT THlE TDM( ON THE RnXAIWE OF' SUCH I FOO44TTON GAVE AS
A G&M41 AMNUf) THE MLOWDINQ: "IF THE MATER.IAL O3IlTAINIM INI THE MATERIAL,
WKTTXN OR PHOTOGRAPHIC, MIGHT BE OF VALUE To (AYR 9MDIKS IT SHOULD NOT 99
RWAASI) , IF IT 21$ OF NO VALUE TO THE V(EK IT MAT BE RELLEAM&.*

ViceAdmniral MtoineUg&akI J-N(G IV IX e rsonal Diary 5030ROKIJ

29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 1-1744.
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S0(l FIRST STRIKING FORCE
(•t •L I October 21st

CURRIXT INSTRUCTIONS (1957) ON THE RELEASE OF SUCH IINpO14AT'ION PRO-
IVIDE, IN ISNCE, THAT (A) THE •AIDWi OF INFORMATION SHOULD BE RELEASED TO
THE PUBLIC WITH A MINDI14 OF TIME COMSMED IN REVIEW, AND (B) THE EMT
SHOLD ES DfIED INFORMATION WHICH WOM ENABLE HIM TO PROSECUTE THE WAR
MORE UFSCTIVELT. WITH THESE PRINCIPLES IN MIND, THE INSTRUCTIONS ALSO PRO-
VIDM THAT ALL RM MATERIAL WILL BE RELEASED UNLESS IT:

(1) WILL SUPPLY MIITARY INFORMATION OF VALUE TO THE ENEMY; OR

(2) WILL HAVE AN ADVERSE EFFECT UPON THE C(OMBAT EFFICIENCY OF OUR
FORCES OR THOSE OF OUR ALLIES; OR

(3) IS FALSE OR INACCURATE IN RESPECTS WHICH ARE DETRIMENTAL TO OUR
FORCES OR THOSE OF OUR ALLIES AND OF SERVICE TO THE ENEKY.*

IT WILL BE NOTED THAT THESE CUIRRENT INSTRUCTIONS DO NOT COVER THE
SITUATION, WHICH OFTEN ARISES AND WHICH AROSE HERE (1944), WHEREIN INFORKA-
TION CLEARLY OF VALUE TO THE ENEMY IS RELEASED BECAUSE IT IS EXPECTED THAT
THE GAIN THEREBY TO MORALE, ETC., OF OWN PEOPLE AND MILITARY FORCES WILL BE
GREATER THAN THAT GAINED BY THE ENEIM; IN OTHLR WORDS, THE RELEASE OF THE
INFORMATION IS EXPECTED TO HAVE A SALUTARY EFFECT ON THE DIRECTION OF THE
WAR. WHIHER OR NOT THE RELEASE OF THE INFORMATION IN THIS CASE WAS A CASE
IN POINT IS NOT KNOWN. HOWEVER, IT W4S MOST LIUELY THAT IT WAS BECAUSE OF
THE TREMENDOUS PROPAGANDA EFFECT ITS RELEASE COULD BE; EXPECTED TO HAVE, NOT
ONLT ON THE PEOPLES OF THE WORLD, BUT ON THE PEOPLES OF SOUTHEAST ASIA, IN-
CLUTING THE PHILIPPINES AND THE NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES, IN PARTICULAR. ON
THE OTHER HAND, AND THIS IS CONSIDERED POSSIBLE, IT MAY HAVE BEEN RELEASED
B&CAUSE THE ALLIES, BEING IN GREAT STRENGTH, CONTINUED TO BI-LIEVE THAT MAJOR

-90,INTS OF THE JAPANESE FLEET WOULD NOT BE INVOLVED IN OPPOSITION TO 'rTHE
ALLI1I) LANDINGS AT LEYTE AND THEREFORE THE RELEASE,, EVEN OF THIS MILITARY
INFOBMATIQN, WAS NOT EXPECTED TO PROVE HARMFUL. AT THIS TIME THE ALLIES WR
NOT AWARE EITHER (A) OF 'THE PRESENCE OF THE JAPANEaE FIRST STRIKING FORCG AT
BRUNEI, OR (B) OF THE FACT THAT THE MAIN FORCE HAI) SORTIED, ALTHOUGH T'FRE
APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN INDICATIONS WITHIN KLLIED I TLLIG.NCE THAT THIS HAD, IN
FACT, OCCURRED. IT IS OF INTEEUST THAT ON THIS DAY ALLIED GENERAL HaAD-
QUARTERS SOWESPAC AREA, IN A DISCUSSION OF "ENFY. Tt&XNDS-, STATED, IN StIMARY:

"N(A) E14NPfY AIR--FORWARD AREA (NORTHEJ•N LUZON, FOFMOSA, NANSEI SHOTO).
DEFFýAMED IN THE AIR, HAILASSM{NT AND L MIThD DEFENSE ONLY RHE4AINS.

"(B) VMY NAVAL UNITS.-*NO APPARENT INTENT TO INTERFERE WITH OUR
LE!Th LANDINGS&*N*

• Joint R latirmn, Public Rielations - Establisfhrent and Conduct of Field
Prea. Coneorship in Combat Areas, OPNAV Instruction 5530.3, Ar-ay Regula-
tionr No,. 3'6-65, Air F-ce Regulation ho, lq<•-]1, Auguget 15th, 1952,
Paragraph 17c.

STIntellignce Sumary No. 20, PeIrlodic Sum&ir of Enemy Tretis, (,}Q,
SWWESPAC Arvw. Military lnteifligr*"ie Sci'(ion, Cvrieral Staff, Octolber
21st, 1944.
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00M FIRST STRIKING FORCE
October 21st

During the foremeen onmander FIRST Striking Force received aircraf-..
CoRtact reports reporting enemr aightings as follows (Plate XXIX):

(a) At 0813, six tranaports and six destroyere, bearing 11O0(T), die-
tant 170 miles from Surigao Strait (Contact C).

(b) At 0630, two carriers and thirty-five transorts, bearing 0900 (T),
distant 140 miles from Surigao Strait (Contacts D and E).

(c) At 040), two carriers, four converted carriers (CVE) and twenty
other ships, bearing 070 0(T), distant 105 miles from Surigao Strait (Contact
F).

(d) At 0920, surface ships, bearing 0910(T), distant 420 miles from
M (rdi (ontact G).

(e) At 0920, a task force in San Bernardino Strait (Contact H).

(f) At 0935, one battleship and twenty-four other ships, bearing
350 0 (T), distant 160 miles from Suluan Island* (Contact I).

It will be observed that several of these coitacts differ from those
recorded by Co• ander Main Force. For example, Contact C is reported as 0813
instead of 0818 (a very minor difference), Contact D is reported as two
carriers and thirty-five transports instead of tvo carriers and eighteen
transports, and Contact E, sixteme transports is entirely missing. Whether
Contacts D and S were somehow merged by Connnder FIRST Striidng Force is not
knom, Contact F is reported as 0840 rather than 0900. However, it should be
clear that the general picture is the same in either case.

TMse contact repor&o wera, iurortant to Comnarder FIRLST Striking Force
because they showed the manner in which the Allied unite contacted were die-
posed, Of course, in view of the numerous contacts reported on the 19th;
i.e., sixteen cariiers (CV) and five escort carriers (CVE), he undoubtedly
realised that many of the Allied ckrriers had not as yet been contacted on
thin day. Howcver, his present information, while clearly inadequate, vas of
value in the final formulation of his plan in that it was the forces outside
of Leyte Gulf, such as these, wh.Ich would oppose his movemernt to tuhat gulf.
Therefore, it was essential that he have some knowledge of their disposition
and coi-rosition.

The aboee is based on the ase'iinption that he either did not receive
the radio direction findftr fixe, ,shown untdr "0perations of CinC Combined
Fleet, October 21st" or- considecei them .%s unreliable.

*~k ti Adiiv Ijato4 'Dkh4~~ IA V i). Peraonai D)iary !FAQ~)0FKQJ,
Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabuhk±ki. ,Kaisha (Tokyo, h•Lrch i'Ath, 1953),
Volume II,
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At U58 (it ,es received by the NOGAKI at this time) he received a
dispatch from CinC Combined Fleet setting I-day, the day of arrival at Leyte
by thh FMST Striking Force, as October 25th.* As this date had already been
established by CinC Combined Fleet on the previous day,** he know that this
later dispatch wes merely a confirmation.

Alo about this time, or possibly earlier, he received a dispatch***
from the FIRST Combined Comnication Unit. This dispatch wrned that Nast-
ern Radio No. One (Tokyo Radio) might transmit false messages in order to
increase the effectiveness of the radio deception measures of the Main Force
and requested that caution be mezrcisd,

At 1208 he diracted the MAYA to send one seaplane to Balabac Strait
to make arrangements with the ebips there (prewumably refers to small craft
fxva neighboring Palawan Island) concerning the placing of the course markers
(buoys).**** It seems looical to believe that he desired to lay these buoys

* (a) as an alternative route to the central route to San Bernardino Strait,
prcviously entioned in his 1?72103 ,**** or (b) because he now had decided to
divide hi,4 mmand i.nto tw groups and to send one group via Balabac Strait
and Surigao Strait to Leyte Gulf, and one group via the central route and San
Bernardino Str'ai. to Leyte Gulf as originally suggested by the Chief of Staft
Combined Fleet in his 2O10O.******

SCinC CoktAned Fleet Dispatch 7-11031 October 1944 to all Fleet and
Squadron Commanders Combinod Fleet, Detailed Action Report BATDIV 1,
SOO No. 1 Operation, October 18th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161W5,
NA 117?.

** CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 200613 October 1944 to Combined Fleet
C*cwmers, Comma-Aer China Area Fleet, C.G. Southeim Army, War Diary
BATDIV 1, Octobor 1944, UDC Document 161638, NA 11739.
125T Combined Coammication Unit Dispatch 211002 October 1944 to
Co.anicatione Officer Main Force, info all Fleet and Squadron
Commanders Combined Fleet, Detailed Action Report ZUTIJO, SHlO No. 1
Operation, October 20th - 25th, 1944, W)C Document 161008.

SAwunder 1ST Striking Force Visual Dispatch 21.2C-.1 October 1944 to
MAYA (isT Striking Force SigOrd 145), Detailed Action Report BATDIV 1,
SHO No. 1 Operation, October 18th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161005,
NA 1-1744.
AiConRer 1ST Striking Force Dispatch 1 .72103 October 1944, Detailed
Action Report BATDIV 1, SHlO No. 1 Operation, October 18th - d-8th,
194k, )VC Document 161005, NA 11744.

"CofS COrbine4 Fleet Dispatch 201006 October 1944 Addressees Unknown,
Infozwttion nompiled by Captain Toshlkazu Ohmae, ex-IJN, Japanese
fReseairch Division, HQ, USAFFE, Military History" Section, relating
to Ponbtr.ktion Operations of IST Striking Force, Battle for Loyte
Gulf, cottained in HQ USAFFE, Military History Section letter
March 30th, 1954, to Prenident Nav'al War College; also Vice Admi~ral
HatoMt Ugaki, IJ -N (PBATDIV IS Personal Diary S.•N•OI(WU, Nippon
Shuppan KTodo Nabushikd Kaisha (Tokyo, March 15th, 19ý/3 Volume I1.
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October 21st ' r
At 1220 he received a dispatch from OMBATDIV ONE in the TARATO to

BATDIV On= directing that (a) one of the WAGATO's planes vas to be carried
aboard and operated from the YAMATO and one was to be carried aboard and
operated from the KUSASHI and (b) seven maintenance personnel (petty officers
and men) from the NAGATO were to be stationed aboard the MJSASHI.*

About this time C(MBATDIV ONE received wrd of numerous attacks by
Allied carrier aircraft south of the central Philippines.** It is believed
that this ws recorded in error since other reports referred to (a) air
attacks in the central Philippines,,*** and (b) air attacks in the Philip-
pinss.**** It is assimed that the correct message ws received by 0mmander
FIRST Striking Force.

During the early afternoon he received a 1330 contact report, ampli-
fying an earlier report, of an Allied task foroe including four carriers,
bearing 1000(T), distant 40 miles front the northern tip of Catanduanes
Island (Point TOG) (Contact J).**:' He had now received contact reports or.
a minii• m of three Allied surface group with a reported total of eight
carriers (CV) and four converted carriqrs 'CVE), and of one task group
(0920), the composition of which remaivad unknown.

At 1350 he received, as an information addressee, an important dis-
patch from the Cnammnder Western Force***** (Commander FIRST Southern Exedi-
tionary Fleet) to Commander 936th Air Group, apparently at Singapore, direct-
ing that conmander to dispatch six reconnaissance seaplanes to Labuan (Brunei
Bay) and to moe them to the Philippines area as required by the FIRST Strik-
ing Force sortie. This dispatch implied that these planes wuld furnish ASP

protection to the FIRST Striking Force as it moved northward, thereby au&
menting ship-based aircraft in protecting against submri..s---the immediate
danger in this movement.

SCC)BATDIV 1 Visual Dispatch 211220 October 1944 to BATDIV 1, info
ATAGO (BATDIV 1. SigOrd 15), Detailed Action Report BATDTV 1, SHO
No. 1 Operation, October 18th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161005,
NA .1744.

**• Vice Admiral Matome Ugaki, IJN (0(X4BATDIV 1), Personal Diary
SENSOROKU, Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki. Kaisha (Tokyo. March 15th,
1953), Volume II.

W*R Material for Situation Estimates, 1ST Section, Navwl General Staff,
October 1944, WDC Docuwmt 216764, 4TH Air ArzW (Microfilm).

SUt Daily Recorm of the War Situation, GHQ, FLC, Special Historical
Collection, Supporting Documents to General of the Arwy Douglas
MacArthur's Historical Report on Allied Operations in the Southwest
Pacific Area (Item 4, Footlocker iO of 10, SWPA Series, Volume 11).

'I C Oomnander Western Force Dispatch 21112? October 1944 to Comnander
936th Air Group, infe, Western Force, IST Striking Force, etc.,
(Western Force DesOpOrd No. 172), War Diary DK3RDN 10, October 19"4,
WDC Documennt 161638, NA 11739.
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•014 FIRST STRIKING FORCE
-d 4 October 21st

At 1530 (it was received by Commander Main Force at this time) he
received a dispatch to the effect that according to Ariy intelligence the
Allies had apparently landed on Rapu Rapu Island.* Since this island was
just twenty-five miles north of San Bernardino Light, this information was
of considerable interest and even concern to him because it indicated that
enemy surface forces could be expected in this vicinity. Even though the
island ms small and mountainous and of no apparent military significance,
he nevertheless felt forced to take note of this report because he realized
that, if true, it would necessitate changes in his operational plans,**
However, despite this, he appears to have waited for further Dnformation
before he accepted the report as )rrect.

At 1600 or earlier (CCMLESRON TEN received it at this time)*** he
received anothtr dispatch warning from GinC Combined Fleet of enemy air
reconnaissance of Brunei Bay wherein CinC Combined Fleet, probably repeating
the previously issued warning of radio intelligence, advised that, judging
from enem aircraft reports, the FIRST Striking Force had been sighted and
recommeded that the force commander enforce strict alcrt.**** It will be
recalled that he already had taken action on this Probable sighting as early
as 0305**I

At 1630 he observed that the destroyers ASAOIJMO and YAMAGJMO had r&-
turned to Brunei Bay after having failed to rendezvous with the Brunei Fuel-
ing Group*** as mentioned earlier. There is no explanation available to this
study which indicates why this was so. Therefore, the answer here given is
more of a speculation than a fact. However, it seems likely that when tne
Commander Drunei Fueling Group learned of the torpedoing of the UGO MARU by
an Allied submarine and realized that the sinking had occurred in an area
through which his planned course to Erunci Bay passed, he then and there
(a) decided that prudence required that he not pass through that area and
(b) changed course to move into the shallow waters along the western shore
of Borneo where submarine operations would be difficult. He did not notify
anyone of this change of course because (a) he was in radio silence, which
he thought should not be broken, and (b) HE H&D NO REASON TO BELIEVE THAT HE
WAS TO BE PROVIDED WITH ADDITIONAL ESCORTS. IF THE ABOVE IS THE CORRECT
ANALYSIS OF COMMANDER LRIJNEI F`UELING GROUP'S ACTIONS, HIS DECISION TO CHANGE

Commander 33RD Special Base Force Dispatch 2-11250 October 194.,
addressees unknown, but likely all cormmands, Detailed Action Report
Main Force,, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th - 29th, 1944, WDC
Doctuent 161005, NA 11744.

** Vice Admiral Matome Ugald, 1JN (COMBATD1V 1), Personal Diary SENSOROKU,
Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabhushiki Kaisha (Tokyo, March 15th, 1953),
Volume I1.

f** War Diary DESRON 10, October 1944, WDC Docimnent 161638, NA 11739.
S*44* GinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 211145 October 1944 to iST Striking Force,

info SW Area Force and 5TH Base Air Force, War Diary DESRON 10,
October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.

S**** Commander IST Striking Force Visual Dispatch 210305 October 1944 to
1ST Striking Force, Detailed Action Report BATD}IV 1, 540 Noý I Opera-
tion, October 18th - 28th, 1g94, wDC Document 161(X)5, NA 11744.
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COM FIRST STRIKING FORCE f
October 21st

001U , SM THOUGH IT MIGHT DELAY KS ARRIVAL, IS CONSIDERED SOUND. THIS J2
SO EAUSE TH IMORTANCE OF HIS SAFE ARRIVAL AT BRUNEI BAY TRANSCE DED ANY
ILL EFWETS THE DILAY IN HIS ARRIVAL MIGHT HAVE, EVEN ON TNE PENETRATION
OPERATION TIME TABE.

The YAMAWDI) now commenced fueling from the YANASHIRO, the ASAGUI40
from the FUSO,*

At 1637 he received the Chief of Staff SW Area Ferce's dispatch to
Oam.der SECC•1 Striking Force wherein the chief of staff, after outlining
sowe of the movements of army troops and munitions to Leyte, stated, "Our
opinion is that at least QUJDIV WT•T-ONE and DESRON O0$ should carry out
a penetration attack through Surlgao Strait in coordination with the FIRST
Strtking Force penetration.I**

Wat effect this suggestion had on his planning is not known but frm
the fact, as is shown later, that he had by this time decided to send certain
of his own units through that strait irrespective of whether or not the
SEO Striking Force also passed through that strait At or about the 'ame
time, and from the further fact that he appears to have sent no queries to
GinO ombined Fleet relating thereto, it seems clear that he had decided to
proceed on the sound premise that, since the S(00ND Striking Forei had not
been assigned to his comand, he could not incalue It In his order.

At 1700, when all unit commandors, destroyer -ctnanders and otaff
officenr had assembled on board the flagship &TAGO, he isv¢ed (to thýem) his
written order for the penetration operation, had his ataff brief them ther.ion,
and finally addressed them himself.***

His written order follows:NNN

"wIn accordance with Combined Fleet DesopOrd 36:3, the FIRST Strikir%
Force, in cooperation with the base air forces ard the Main Force, will pene-
trate to the Tacloban area at dawn on X-day (October 25th). It will first
attack and destroy enenr surface forces in the area and will then annihilate

* Detailed Action Report No. 13, DESRiH 10, SHO 0perationw, October 17th-
31st, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 1171.

SCofS SW Arcs Force Dispatch 211322 October 1944 to Coimander 2ND Strik-
ing Force, cCOM .DI 16, info GinC Combined Fleet, Occrandore IST
Striking Force, Main Force, Imperial GW4 (Navy Section), Detailed
Action Report 1ST Striking Force, SHO Operations, October 16th - 28th,
1944, 1ADC Document 1616 41, NA 11839.
Detailed Action Report No. 13, DFSR" 10, SHO Operations, October 17th-
31st, 1944, WDC Document 161005, WA 11744; also Vice Admiral Matoms
Ugaki, IJN ((XOBATDIV 1), Personal Diary SENSOROKU, Nippon Shuppan
Kyodo K&bushiki Kaisha (Tokyo, March 15th, 1953), Volume II,
6 ommnder IST Striking Force Operation Orier No,. 4, October 1944,

Detailed Action Report 1ST Striking Force, SHO Operations, October
16th- 28th, 1944, WVC Document 161641, NA 11839,



OOm FXIRT =TRKING FORM
October 21st

the uW landing foreea. Oporations will be carried out in accordance with
the FI•? $trikLng Foroe 3H0 operations outline except as pravidmd below:

1. Allooation of forces is modified as folUowx:

section Ste Pi'inciplmission
hUWT section BATDIV 1 1.* To destrury wenW surface
(FIRST Might CRDIV 4 forces;
Comb-ct U74t) CRUDIV 5 2. To destroy enew tranemort

(less MOGAMI) group and larding forces.
DISROK 2 (less

SHIGURE, KITOSHYMO)
SECON~D Section BATDIV 3
(SRO=~ light CRUDIV 7
Comat Urdt) DESRON 10 (leos

DESDIV's 61 41., 4,
plus MCYAKIS

KI!OSHI•O
THI1M Sectlar SATDIV 2 1. To dN sroy @eaw transport
(THIM Night OMAKI group and landing faore;
Combat Unit) DSDWI 4 (less 7. [o make a diversionaly a&ta&k

NOWAKI) on wneW surface forms.
SHIGU_ __

F T supply •TU NAU , HAMKO WMAIU, Supply (locati cn--SingPO --
Fcros MU•OSAN KYUJ, ITSUKU- Bmunei)

SH•A MM4l], KMI WU,
NiPPO NARU, CHIBURI,
YURISHIMA, Coast Dafense
#:19, 27, Mineweeper #34
(Note: the above MARU's
WM AO's) ____)_ -

SE00ND Supply NICHIEI MMuI, RYO!I Supply iocatiyn-
Force MARU, KURAHASHX, Coast NICHEI MARU: Sans -

Defense #32 (Notet [n.t•'
the above MAM's were HYMI MARI1 : Singapore-
AO ' s) _Bko)

2. OperLtion Plan.

The main streugt,. of the FIl-$ Strilkng Force Lo 3ortie from Brunei
(XOO October 22nd and at sundown Cctober 24.th pass +hrcagh San Bernardino
Jtrait, To destroy surface urnts in a right action off the east coast of
"S"A r, and uubmequcrtly peetr~te into the Tacloban area at dawn of the 25th
and destroy the enemw convoys and landing forces there. The THIRD Section,
to sortie from Brunei, in accordance with orders of the Cowmiaer, theieafter
proceeding independently, and at dami on the 25th in concert with the main
strongth pom~trate into the Tacloban area via Suri.gao Strait dostroying the
'enoW convoyt and landing forces thea*."
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It is assuised that at this main briefing 0amewIer FIRST Striking
Force isured to his aseem1sd commnders a draft of bis proposed movement
schedule, or at the very least discusead it* prospective contents with them.o
Since Ube aovummnt schedule was not finally issued until 2053., at wicih time
it we issued bl dispatch, and sine* the coinferenee appears to have continved
miti 2000* (a period of three hours) it sem likely that the movemtn plan
wu not finally firmed until it ha boen thorvahly threshed out in this
conference. Therefore, the contentp of this dispatch are necessarily in-
clude here in order that an adecpwte discussion of the entire plan can be
wads This dispatch van:

"*1. Tb. Main Body of the FIRST ftriking Force (=wives PoUn, IvI,,
SVIT; BAIDItm. Woi, THm; and DCOM's TWO, TIM) will sortie frou mBunei
at 0600 an October 22nd. It vdll take the rout* north of Palawan moving at
an actual speed (30A) of sixteen knots. Oni the 24th (14, day) &ftar passing
mouth of Minduoro at dawn, it will thereatter proceed at an actual speed of
twenty to twenty-four knota., in order to arrive at the eastern entrance of
Sen Berna'-1ino Strait at m~ieet of the sumn day. At 0400 on X-day it will
arrive in the vicinity of Sulluan Island and will then penetrate Into the

012, Tbs THIRD Section~ (BATDIV TWO9 W)GWMI, four Wi) wil sortie from
Brunei during the afternoon of October 22nd, will proceed via ttw, Suln 2e
and will arrive at the western entrance of the Mlindanao Use at sunset on
XP-1 any, In coordination with the Main Body of the FIRST Strikixag Fo~ ce it
will pass thivugh Surigao Strait and penetrate into the anchorage at datin on

It is also assurud that he discosned Ais initerpretation of paragraph
tvt of the above dispatch, giving particular attention to the viewpoints of
(jonder TKIR Sectiori ,mi his staff on this matter, Thcrefoma, it s'oers
appropriate to Innset here the contents of:

(a) 0amundr 1!H1RD Section' s written order thereon issued or, the
folloviing day (October W9nd); this written order was:

"wIn accordanc, with FIRST Striking force Top Secret Oi urations
order No. Four, the THIRD~ Section will operate separately from the Main Body
of the forue and will cs-jperate with the Main Body's operations by penetrat-
ing into Tacloban -nnhorage at, dawn on "-ay (October 25th) and destroying
the enm tcrcvs present,

* ~ o YiKAd a1Mtome Ugaki, IJN (OC34BATDIV 1), Peronx Diary SENSOROaW,
Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabuohild. Laisha (Tokfo, March 1.5th, 1953),
Volmes III,

*oimmMer IST Striking Force Disaptch 2-12053 October 194. to CinC
0oubined Fleet, Oommwnder Main Force, OCumotnder 2N) St~riking Force,
1hr Diary DCS1EN 1, October 1944, 'W)C Documnent 1.61638,, WA 11739.

395



04 FIRST STRIKXI FORCE
SOctober 21st

"1. Outline if Operations: The THIM Section vill sortie from
Brunei at 1500 on 1-3 da,, and will proceed under strict antiaircraft and
artisubwarine alert via the route show% on thb separate chart. In gawralp
it wil pewtrate from Surigan Strait into Tacloban Anchorage two hoursbeAore sunrise on 1-day and, in cooadt'ation with the Main Body, will attack

and destroy the a transport group and landing forces before and after
sunrise'" ;wi•

(b) OnommeMr ThKM Section's 221155 also issued on the following
day; this dispatch vas:

"uOutline of aovemnmts of THIRD Section (BATDIV TWO, MOCAHI,
0WDIV FOUR and SHIGURZ).

"X.-3 day: Sortie from Brunei*

"1--2 day: Pass through Balabae, Strait at 1100 mid proceed on
course 0500(T).

"X-1 day: At 0630, in position 10 0-3O1N, 121o-35tE, change
course to 14OP(T), and thereafter proceed along northern edge of Mindanao
sea*

"X-day: 0100, reach point south of Point Binit and penetrate

into Leyte Gulf on course 350°."** (Plate Mi).

It will be noted that the wording of these dispatches is confusing.
This is because the various terms euch as "Tacloban area", "Tacloban Anehor-
age", .anchorage", are eMployed somewhat loosely. In this analysis they are
considered to mean one and the sare thing; i.e., an anchorage area within
about ten wiles from Tacloban city and will be called hereinafter Tacloban
Anchorage.

IT WILL ALSO BE NOVD THAT THE TERM "DAW" IS F4PLO!ED WITHOUT A
AR EMPLANATION OF ITS MEANING. HOWER, THERE ARE TWO DIRECT SOUR(•S

WHICH INDICATE WHAT IT MEANT TO (X00 ER THIRD SECTION. THIS 1$ TO BE
FOUND IN HILS WRITTEN ORDER OF OCTOBER 22ND, QUOTED IN FULL ABOVE, WHERE,
IN THE FIRIST PARAGRAPH, HE STATFS, "THE THIRD SECTION . . . WILL OQOPERATE
. . . BY PETMTTING INTO TACLOBAN AREA AT DAWI ON X-DAY", AND IN THE SEZOOD
PARAGRAPH ("OUTLINE OF OPERATIONS"), HE STATES, "WILL PENETRATE FRCM SURIGAO
STRAIT INTO TACLOBAN ANCHORAGE TWO HOURS BEFORE SUNRISE ON X-DAY." THUS,

* Commander 3RD Section Written Operations Order No. 1, Det.&Jled Action
Report SHIGURE, Battle of IAyte OGaf, October 23rd - 27th, 1944, WDC
Doumnt 161717 (Part 4), NA 11801.

"' Comander 3RD Section Dispatch 221155 October 1944 to CJnC Combined
Fleet, (=DIV 16, comsanders 6TH Base Air Force, Main Force, SW Area
Force, etc., Detailed Action Report No. 13, DESRON 10, October 17th-
31st, 1944, wxC Document 161005, NA 11744.

396



ROUTES TO TACLO9AW ANCHORAGE
SELECTED BY

COMMANDERS FIRST STRIKING FORCE I4
AND THIRD SECTION

SHOWING
nowb VIA to) ViAt it) * p.' ALLIED SEARCH CAPABILITIES

cua"WAAW PonS ii ium f~ew

roomn T~ SAVLE FOR LITTV"CGL

LUZONL4"

*WO Mile Al' 3Ws~ Ar Mile~ Airw~ smol Af

O&V SAVAL

3Op 1 I.Asmuhm I.c

, 
63

Gh,~o CELEESm SEA

=0 We Air S" Art~XZ



OEM FIRST STRIKING FORCE
October 21st

DAW IS (LEARY TWO HOURM WORE SUNRIS.* THIS VIEW IS FIROMLY SU•PORITE BY
TM 0OULMIUG OFFIM SHI(WU9 WHO STATES IN HIS ACTION REPORT, "TE TMD
STION WAS TO ADVANCE TWOUGH THE SVJW SEA AND SURIGAO STRAIT BREAKIG INTO

TACLOBAN ANCHORACI AT DAWN (TWO HOURS EO1E SUNRISE) ON THE 25TH".*.

Wat, in assenoe, than w Comnder FIRST Striking Force. plan? It
s as follow:

(a) to divide the FIRST Striking Force into:

(1) am large force (main Body) consisting of CRauIvs FaO, FIVE
and SE3; BATDIV'e Of and THEEE; DESHON's TWO and TEN.

(2) one uflw force (THIRD Section) consisting of BATDIV TW,
MOGAI• , and four destroyers,

(b) to a&sip objectives as follow:

(1) to the Main Body (a) the destruction of enes surface forces,
and (b) the destruction of the ano transport group and landing forces;

(2) to the THIRD Section (a) the destruction of the mnem trans-
port group and landing forces, and (b) a diverionary attack on eneW surface
forces;

(a) to approach the objective area with the separate groups by:

(1) sending the Main Body to Leyte Gulf via Palawan Passage and
Mindoro Strait to arrive (a) south of Kindoro at dawn (0442) October 24th,
(b) at the eastern entrance to San Bernardino Strait at smuset (1M20) 1-1
day•, (a) off Suluan Island at 0400 X-day, and then to penetrate into Leyte
Chlf cosimeniizg at 0400 and to head for the Tacloban Anchorage (arriving
there at about O600),

(2) sending the THIRD Section through Balabac Strait to arrive
at the wetern entrance of the Mindanao Sea at sunset (1820) X-1 day and after
pasing south of Binit Point at 0100 X-day, to penetrate Taoloban Anchorage at
dam (0427) th osa day.

Thus, it is clear that Ocmwander FIRST Striking Force had not only
decided to accept the recommendation of the Chief of Staff Ccmbined Fleet to

C omm•nder 1ST Striking Force, in 1954 in a reply to a query by Captain
Oimse, stated, "By dawn meant usually an hour before sunrise in the
Japanese Homeland waters where the twilight continues for forty-five
minutes. In the Battle for Leyte Gulf, it wan fixed at 0400." This
statement is completely unnsportad either by others or by the facts
of the case.

SDetailed Action Report SHIGME, Battle of Leyte Gulf, October 23rd -

27th, 1944, WC Document 161737 (Part 4), NA 11801.
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X*( FIRST STRKIDG FORCE
October 21st

divide his force into two groups but had so scheduled the movement of the two
gros that the dam penetration of the THIRD Section into the Allied anchor-
age off Tacloban mes to occur about one and one-half hours before that of the
Main Body.

This view was onfirmed by Commder FIRST Striking Force in his
interrogation by the Strategic Bombing Surrey in 1945 when, in reply to a
query as to whether or not these two groups were to attack simultaneously,
he replied that (a) rather than attack einjltaneously they more to attack
separately with the THIRD Section arriving at Tacloban Anchorage two hours
before the Main Body, andý(b) the two hour interval was to avoid the conges-
tion which results when large m•bers of ship* operate in confin6d waters.
In this sa& interrogation he later stated that the THIRD Section we to
arrive at about five--the Main Body about six-in the morning•.* It is not clear
where he lost the Pecond hour.

It seems pertinent now to discuss the objectives.

With regard to the first objective of the Main Body, "the destruction
of eneey sarface forces", this objective stemmed from the Japanese belief
that the Main Body would be detected by the Allies as a result of which
Allied forceg would be drawn from Leyte Gulf and proceeding along the coast
of Samar in order to close the Main Body, would be destroyed in battle off
Samar. This idea was clearly expressed by (1) Commnder FIRST Striking Force
in his action report wherein he stated that the Main Body was "to destroy
surface units in a night action off Samar",** (2) the Gomnding Officer
SHIGURE in his action report wherein he stated that the Main Body "in the
waters east of Samar was to engage and destroy any eneay naval surface forces
present",*** (3) Comaander Advance Expeditionary Force (Submarines), who wt-
pected the FIRST and SEODND Striking Forces to encounter the Allied surface
forces at sea east of the Philippines early morning October 25th and ther&-
fore, as will be shown later, on October 24th massed his submarines off Samar
and off the eastern entrance to Leyte Gulf,**** and (4) Conmwnder FIRST
Striking Force in his interrogation by the Strategic Bombing Survey in 1945,
when in reply to a query as to whether "it was expected that Admiral
Nishtmura, by his early arrival at Leyte Gulf, would draw our (the Allied)
forces to the south and facilitate the entrance of the San Berardino Force",
he stated, "No, It w&s thought that knowledge of the larger body (Main Body
First Striking Force) coming from the north might draw American ships out
from the gulf and thus leave Nishimura free to enter".*

SUSSBS Interrogation of Japanese Officials, May No 9, Interrogation
of Vice Admiral Takeo Kurita, IJN, Volume I, Page 36.

N" Detailed Action Report IST Striking Force, SHO Operations, October
16th - 28th, .9,44, WDC Document 161641, NA 11839.

*W* Detailed Action Report SHICAIkE, Battle of Leyte Gulf, October 23rd -
27th, 1944, WVC Document 161717 (Part 4), NA 11801.

****Submarine Operations in the 3RD Phase Operations, Part IV, September
1944 - February 1945, Japanese Monograph No. 184, compiled by the 2ND
Hlistorical Records Section of the Repatriation Relief Bureau of the

Welfare Ministry, June 1954.
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______OGU FBMST STR'ITAG FORCE
• .... •October 21st

The stateamnt by the Gowanding Officer SHIGUJ,, regar&ing the do-.
struction objective assiged the Main Body, is of particular value here be-
cause (a) it copletely confirms Coander FIRST Striking Foree's action
r reprt steinnt thereon (quoted above), and (b) it undoubtedly reflects
information which he (Comandding Officer SHIGURE) gained at Commander FIRST
Striking Force's pre-sailing conference held at 1700 this day on board the
ATAGO.

WiVth regard to the second objective of the FIRST Striking Force, "the
destruction of the eneW transport group and landing forces", this meant that
after destroying the eneW forces off Sawar the FIRST Striking Force at 0400
was then to pemietrate into the gulf and, arriving in Tacloban Anclhrage at
about 0600, was there to assist the THID Section which would be undertaking
the sam task as a first objective.

Vath regard to the first objective of the THIRD Section, which us
the same is the second objective of the Main Body, this requires no elabor.-
tion.

What the second objective of the THIRD Section ws is not fully
understood. It will be recalled that the second task assigned this section
was "to make a diversionary attack on enear surface forces" but when and
where is nowhere stated. Captain Ohmae implies that the second task assigned
to the THIRD Section was "to divert eneaw surface forces"* and this wording
of the second task is included in the study "The Campaignh of the Pacific
War" but this wording is definitely incorrect.** It is considered likely
that the objective contained in the correct translation was a "protection"
objective wheredn the THIRD Section was to contribute toward the success of
the Main Body by attacking, if necessary, Allied forces in the Leyte Gulf
area which were engaging the Main Body and thereby assist in protecting the
Main Body by such a diversionary attack. This seems so for it was only in
the Leyte Gulf area that it would be possible to "make a diversionary attack
on eane surface forces".

If this was the correct second objective, it was sound because it
wat likely that the Main Body would encounter strorger forces than antici-
pated. It would appear that, with the second objective of the THIRD Section,
provision was being made, in part, for the contingency that the Alliod sur-
face for-et might not be drawn out of Leyte Culf and hence, Cemander FIRST
Striking Force may be said here to have done some anrealistic "capabilities
planning".

* Information compiled by Captain Toshikazu Chhuae, exr-IJN, Japanese Re-
search Division, MJ USAFF, Military History Section, relating to
Penetration Operations of LST Striking Force, Battle for Leyte Gulf,
contained in HQ USAFFE, Militaty History Section letter March 30th,
1954, to President, Naval War College.

* Letter from Mrs. Lily Tanaka, Translator, World War II Battle Evalua-
tion Group, Auggust 23rd, 1955, to Coc-ore R. W. Bates, USN(R~et)
Head, Wor d War II Battle Elvalxutiun Grou;p, Naval War C(oflege.
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FUIRST STRIKING FOR(
,CAN -IV. October 21st

IT IS M THAT V= THE A MWI OF OWB TIV AND PHYSICAL
CUJC77R TO THC SARATE R3tTS OF HIS F•(R• WAS C06001, THE TDN PMRA.-
DIG OF TIM CMUATIONS IN THE OJZCTI AEA W ISOCM Or SINC IT. APPAMTL
UAS BAWD ON 0 ESTUIAT OF Z•lY INTZ1WI S RATHIR THAN CAPAB.ITIES; I.E$,

TIHE IEMP ATMtN THAT TH3 AL IEDKAVT FORBM XJWD K DRAWN OUT OF THE MYL?
B! THE MAIN BEC. BUI SUPPOSING THAT THIS DID MDT OCCUR? IS IT ILLOGICAL TO
SAY THAT IT UAS AN MDff CAPAILIT TO MKEP KAVY FORMES IN TIE GUL7 IN
THIS CASE, VULD WNOT THE THIRD SECOK, ARRIVING IN TACLOBAN ANCHORAG ONE

UM AAD ONI4ALPF hF11 THE MAIN BOM, E FORCED INTO BATTIS AGAINST THE
ALLIED HEAVY FORM 111TH A POSSIBILIT! OF MING DESTROY? DID hOT THISr IN
FACT, OCCU? AIMT O3SIDATION WARING ON THE TIME PHASING 11CR MY B

T= HERE IS THE IMPR&CTIMBILITY OF COORDINATING THE OERATI(N OF THIS TWO
SARAT3 YFCC ONCE THlE! HAD REACHED TACLOBAN ANCHORA(Zo NC M WOE8 TO
PLAN INDICATE HOW CO0EPATION WAS TO BE EFEMCM.

In pr•scritng the above obaectiver apd p~vsicnl objeetivwe and the
timing of the operation of his osparate "Zorcee, it is clear that OmA~sndwr
FIRST Striking Pbres failed to insure that the Main Body would first elimi-
nate the Allied eneW surface forces in order that t ,* ThIMM "ev"cnm -d.)t
fall on the relatively unproti't Allied transport group and landing forces.

TWmFOR, SINCE TH3 PHASING OP "9 VOW~kATTI13 XA3 MMOIrABLI AD)
INFPASIJSL, THE PLAN WAS UgSUND.

H*%vver, •'me Oomnndc'., FMW S,-1kid.g Force me rebponsible for the
plan and •si•ew the importance of tais plan in relation to the Battle for
Leyte Oulf is cons lArable, it soem wise to analyse tha va..oue factors
connected therwith to discover, if posuible, his guiding motivations.

f, ucompqlih this ,daquAtely it als im a woai (a)• to comon.e with
a dircussion of C-wnander FlIl$T Strikting force.' m mvesmit l•n, (b) then to
discuss the factor's w•ich zoti••tod the divid~d Approrch, (e) to follow C e
with a diew'zion of the question as to *6ahsrr or not the divided approach
we scurd, and finally (d) to indicota the correct procedure.

(a) A discusa3on ef the Movment Plan.

In bhi acticr report (mander FIRT StviLirg Vorce stated that
ac regarda to the Main Body he (a) visualizW three routee (Plate XI"),
vis., Rvauto One along the east coaht of Palawan and thsune to MiMnoro Strait;
Route Two throngh Dangerous Ground to Mindoro Strait; and lout. Three along
the west coast of Palauwi (through PalAwn Pansage) to Kindoro 3trait, and
(b) had chosen Route Three deapite the fact that the sublrine threat wa
sTmotest along this routs because (1) of the vuvnsafactory fueLing vituation
Zor surface forces in general at the time of activation of the SHO Operation
(delay in deployment o' oilers) (2) if the CinC Gombtned fleet's general
plane wure to be adhered to, there was too little tims and (3) thin rouate
made ossible the bast defense agdinst en-,,o largo type p.axes. (Rcrite
Three, whit.h in based oN his actual route wae to p,•se about ninety MKU•, to
the north of Palawip and thence to a point srAth of Mintdoro T• snd.)
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COM FIFST STRIKING FORE.

October 21st

A development of these routes based on the preceding data, gives:

(1) Route One (alona thc east co &t of Palaun) as cosiiting of
legs about as follows: (a) first leg, Brunei Bay through Blabac Strait to
a point south of Mindoro Island (630 miles), (b) second leg, from a point
south of Mindoro Island to San Bernardino Light (230 milesa), (c) third leg,
from San Bernaxrino Light to TaclobAn Anchorage (230 miles).

(2) Route Two (throuqh Dangerous Ground to Mindoro Strait) as
consisting of legs about as follows: (a) first leg., Brunei Bay through
Dangerous Ground* and Mindoro Strait to a point south of Mindoro Island
(300 miles), (b) and (c) same as in Route One above.

(3) Route Three (along West co of Palawwi Island through
Palawan Passage to Mindoro Strait) as consi ng of logs about as follows:
(a) first les through Palawan Passage then aiong a track about ninety miles
north of Palauin Island** thence through Mindoro Strait to a point south of
Miindoro Island (700 miles), (b) and (c) same as in Route One above.

Thus, the difference in these three rcuteE it only the differ-
ence in their first legs. This means that Route Three (first leg - 700
miles) was about seventy miles longer than Route One and about ].00 miles
shorter than Route Twa.

While he gives no reason for directing tho FIRST Striking Force to
reach a point south of YIndoro Island at dawn (0 4 42), uctober 24th, there
seems to have been one basic reason for this. This appears to have been the
fact that since (a) it was necessary7 to pass through Mindoro Strait, more or
less in column and (b) owing to possib]e contact reports on him from Allied
sources, he might be attacked by Allied aircraft with the break of day, he
desired to be in a combat disposition (probably artiaircraft) immediately
after damn.

While he likewise gives no reason for directing the arrival of the
Main Body off the eastern entrance to San Bernardino Strait (San Berruirdino
Light) at sunset, it appears to have betn based in a large part on the fact
that this arrival time had, by the lraYr-y nature of his problem, been forced
upon him. This was because he felt that ho had to 'be off Suluan Island at

0400 in order to be within what he considered acceptable coordinating dis-
tance of the THIRD Section, which section he had ordered to strike the Allied
invasion forces at dawn (0427) October 25th in Tacloban Anchorage in

* The route through Dangerous Ground is the rvute shown on Plate XXXI
which was that eMloyed by CRUDIV 16 en route from Brunei Bay to Manila
Bay, October 21st - 23rd, 1944. (Detailrd Action Report QUjDiV 16 SHO
Operation, October 17th - 27th, 1944, WT)V. Docunent '6M005 'A .17"%&.

SThis track is based largely upon ComaeCnr IST Striklag Fo-C'S's actsal
track in entering Mindoro Strait, )ct~ober 23r•, 1944.
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scovordaices idth OWt Cot,*I`,avd FLee. Ope eatitn Order NIo. 363.4 Since (1) he
1'~y ivqulred as much ro one hour (No actu¢ ly required b••t forty-one

Advatma t~o aou'e his nig~ht &iirpoit,,eic (the sh~pe wourld be tm-1sittn~g tho
strait in % long c A) d (2) based on an aptnrmad SCA of twenty kota
from Oct Bermrdino Mralt to Stluax Isan, he would reqd.re about, nin6
kiog* to cover the appruximate•j 180 miles to 3dua.n Islacnd, it ie clear
that he muld havo tti arrive off San 5arnardJno Light at aboat sunazt
(swiset as at about 18W) or about t-n hous tefore 0400 in order to
arrivv off ftluan Ielalwd on ti.me

Xt 4aMWr to have b1eii based in a lesser part on tht. fac" that (1)
after p•a.o•ng throu4 . San Bernariino Stralit he esxqociýd to encounter strong
snw surface forces and subhmri ,,, ad wA Mna to Japanese training,
tie considered night ectiou for which he he , trai•,id intesi velyw* tto be
wore acceptable Vuxi day &eArn (in tHIs latter case he would be forced to
cotand with Allied aircraft, both land and carrier-based) and therefore,
desired to be in his night disasition oofcr d&xr, -prIsing A it may
seem, he appears in his planning to wv.e had less fear of AlL-ed aircraft
at this point (in tha vicirdty oi' WLn Bernardino St-ait) thai he did of
A11J.ei worface and saubarine unite deispite the fact that over-ng twi i&ht
wAld last fo," about one half hour. This appears ý"o fave been due to the
fact, as stated by Commander F.RST Striking Foroevb Operationa Officer in
Octcber 1945, that "Ve did Pot plan tt. have arn prntection fean fighters
because we never thought we would ne•d wor. Thare were no plans,...."•r*
Thic view of the operations offl.,er ws supportel -Atsr (1952) by the Chief
cf Staff FIRST 3trlldng Force, whov stated that "training gave us confidence
that we Aould be able to withsatnJ eno'i air attack ev'n wvihvut fr3oendly
combat air patrolS".** And yet in 'what better pl&cs could the Allild carrio, s
desire to dttack the Hemn Body than when it was t•.•nitting San Benardino
Strai.t. in colum?

It seems only fair to state her,, that. scA-v of thin confidencD Wist
ha-e stei,,sd, ir. part, f£oz (a) the expectation thc.,t the it-, attacKs by the
FIFTH and SIXTH Tsame Air eorcea against thf. Allied carriera ihich attacks
had boen ordored by CinC GLmb:xned Fleet wou.d be reasonrbly ou~ceavfbd, and
(b) the thought th&t O.immander Main Forc4 might be successful in "'uin&'

* •iny nd Fleet, Dispatch 2~�013 Oetcb-r 1944 to rcobined Fleet,
immamndere (hirvt Area Fleasts Escort For(;, Naval Eas"a and (Aiar I DiL-

tricte, Imperial GHQ, GinC Southern ArVy (Oombiais neait DesOpOrd
363), War Diary [bATD4V 1, foatnber 1944, IDC DocumentXY'6SK
NAA 11759,

S*~ Rear Mdiral Tomiji Koyanagi, ex-IJN, "The Batftle f!r LDte Gulf -
A Rat-oopection", 4S Tra v:.ttidma by CaptaiLn Toshilcazu Ohmae•e•,-iJ
(1952). A modified vessioi of chi5 artilcf was publishe& in Q,16
U.S. Naval Institute Proceedin_9 reoruay 1953 (Vol. 79, No. 2).

S*•* [USSBS Interrngstion of Japanese Off cUO1 s, Nay. No., 9, Interrogation
of Vic A4mdndrrZ 'Neo Kurita, XJN, Volume I, Page 34.

S***• USSBS Intermgation of Japanese Off.ciala, Nay, No. 41, Itor~rogation
of Comuander Tornosuke Ota~d, IJN, VWjluie I, Page 172.
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0(1' FIRST STRIKING FORCEIM
October 21st

to the north and a%ay from the San Bernardino area, in particular, certain of
the rt2LJied carrier groups. However, the above concepts, if they obtained,
are cnly referred to indirectly in Japanese interrogationa, In this conneo-
tion, it is important here to point out that the emphasis in training at
Lingga was on the necessity for repelLing air attacks solely by ship board

antiaircraft batteries and by maneuver.

He made no comments in his action report concerning the routes
which the THIRD Section was to travel, presumably because he saw no necessity
for giving Commander THIRD Section instructions other than the general ones
which he had provided in his 212053 OctoLer 1944; i.e., via Sulu and Mindanao
Seas, arriving at the southern entrance to Surigao Strait at sunset on X-I
day and penetrating into Tacloban Anchorage at dawn on X-day. This was stan-
dard Japanese practice,

Let us now examine ei;ch of the Main Body routes considered.

(i) Route One above (along the east coast of Palawan) he rejected
because he felt that here he was in thz greatest danger of detection from Al-
lied large type aircraft.* He expounds this point no further. What exaet
information he had at this &ime on Allied aircraft searches from Biak and
Morotai is not known. However, sinze Allied Search Plan EASY (operating from
Biak) had been in effect for many days, it seems likely that he knew from ob-
server reports (a) the limits of this search elan (Plate fUX) within the SuTlu
and Celebes Seas, (b) the fact that this search did not operate within the
Visayan area exzept as above stated and (c) thc approximate time (1300 - 1400)
that the search planes reached their outer limit, Whether or not 1e knew that
this search plan had been xrplaced or extcnded, as could be inferred from the
areas covered by Search Plan FOX, which operated from Morotai (Plate XXXI) is
not known, (Search Plan FOX was inaururAted on October 19th at which time
Search Pla, EASY was cancelled.) However, it seoms likely thlvt he Knae about
this because (a) he knea that planes operating from Morotai had raportedly
contacted his conunatd on October 20th, qithough whether he thought that this
was the result of a reconnaissance mission or #f an exterded search is not
known,** anc (b) on this very day (October 21st) the Chief of Staff SW Area
Force had informed certain comnuands that enemy B-24's were operating as far
as Puerto Pri:-cesa (Falawan island) and $an Jose (Mindoro Island).94•, While
"he was not action addressee of thin dispatch, it is hIghly probable that he
received it ziince the ZUIHO tn the hain Force :eceived it.

"• Detailed Action Report. 1ST Striking Force, SHO p)erations.. October

16th - 28t.h, 1944, 'ADC Documnt 161.641, NA 11839.
"tl CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch :1.1145 October 1.944 to 1ST Striking Force,

info SW Area Torce and 5TH Base Air Force, War Diary DEStON 10, October
1944, WUC Document 0JQ, :, -. 11739.

*i* GoofS SW Area Force Dispatch 411231 October 1944 to Cormnander Main Force,

6TH Basie Air Force, Gt*DJKESuN 11, War Diary ZUIHO, October .st - 25th,
1944, W-U.C Documnes' 161636, NA /.
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0OM FIRST STRIKING FORCE
f\October 21st

Thes" reports would indicate that Coamnder FIRST Striking
Force was awaro of the increased rangs of the Allied searches and reconnaij-
sance missions at least in the directions of Mindoro Island, Palawan Island
and Brunei Bay. Wether or not he was also aware of the fact that Allied air
search and reconnaissance planes ware flying as far as 1100 miles from Moro-
tai Island is not known since there is no mention of it in his report. How-
ever, since he was likely familiar, as pointed out above, with the fact that
the Allied planes from Biak had been searching to 1LOO miles, it seems cor-
rect to credit him with an appreciation of this capability.

He had another cincern . It was the fact, mentioned above,

that hMe command reportedly had been discovered entering Brunei Bay on the
previous day. Because of this he had reason to expect that the Allies would
endeavor to discover his movements from Brunei Bay, and this Allied capability
likewise must have had an effect on his decision to avoid Route One with his
major force. Certainly, an eneny contact on a force as large as the FIRST
Striking Force (or even its Main Body) proceeding along Route One would not
only alert the enemy to impending developments* ut would likely bring on
heavy tir attacks by land-based aircraft from Morotat Island. This was quite
possible since the bombing range of B-24's was about 825 miles" and Palawan
Island was about 750 milet from Morotai Island.

It is likely that it was knowledge of both the patrol and
bombing ranges of the B-24's which caused Comaanader THIRD Section to direct
his command upon sortie from Brmnei Bay to proceed tider strict antiaircraft
(and antisubmarine.) alert.00M

What thought he gave to the possibility of submarines in the
Balabac Strait area at this time is not known; but since he knew that Japanese
light forces fromn Palawan Island were operating in this area,*0** and since
there had been no reports of submarine sightings or of submarine torpedoings
there, he likely felt that the strait ws at least temporarily clear of Allied
submadines.

• This refers to the thought that a contat. on the force in Palawan
Passage might lead to the concluuion that the fonre was proceeding
northward or even to Coron Bay, whereas a contact in the Sulu Sea
or in Cuyo Pase (most probably with the force on a northeasterly
courte) might well lead to the conclusion that the force would
transit the Sibuyan Sea and even San bernaadino Strait.

•* Air Evaluation Board, SOtSPAC, Leyte Laspaign.
SCuxider 3RD Section Written Operations Order No. 1, Detailed Action

Report SHIGURE, Battle of Leyte Gulf, October 23rd - 27th, 194, WDC
Document 161717 (Part 4), NA 11801.

• *** Commander 1ST Striking Force Visual Dispatch 2112.$ October 1944 to

MAA (1ST Striking Forcoi SigOrd 145), Di-tailed Action Report, BATD'V 1,
S,0 No. I Operation, Octobbr lath- 28th, 1,944, WC GDocument 161005,
NA 1.1710t.
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CC) FIRST STRIKING. 7CR C3
T October flat

In this he would have been in error, for the D*RTER, which

had bee ordered into this station and which had been absent therefrom since
October 19th, had now returned and from 0915 was nn station there.*

Hlis decision not to elloy Route One is understandable from
this analysis. While the advantage of a route seventy-msle shorter is an
advantage not to be dismAssed lightly particularily in view of the fuel limi-
tations within his ships, navertheless, in the mind of 0omiander FIRST Strik-
Ing Force, the likelihood oe contact by Allied planes from Morotai, for rea-
sons stated, was greater than he felt was acceptable. Since his reasoning in
this matter appears to have been correct, his decision to reject this route
appears mound,

In this discussion it is to be noted here that nowhere in is
action report does Commander FIRST Striking Force refer to the danger from
searches by Allied carrier aircraft, although en this day he had received
contact reports on Allied carrier groups 3ff Leyte Gtuf and in the San Ber-
nardino Strait - Catanduones Island area. However, his instructions to the
Main Body that having passed a point south of Mindoro Island it was to oper-
ate at engine speeds betwee. twenty and twenty-four knots irdicate that he
was familiar with the possibility (a) of discovery in this area by aircraft,
submarine and coast watcher and (b) of an attack from the above carri+ re. In
this comection it should be pointed out here that the Allied carriert on
this day, and on the precaing days, had not launched any air searches what-
soever cver these areas but instead had made air strikes only. It is not
known whether this fact was known to Cosu.ander FIRST Striking Force, but the
fact that he called for increased speed in this area, which speed was not
necessary to reach San Bernardino Light at sunset (1,820) indicates that he
quite logically expected some sort of attack in this area. In his reply to
a query by Captain Ohmae in 1954 he is reported to have stated that "under
these conditions (Japanese outnumbered in carriers and battleships and with
the supremacy of the air with the Allies) the only hope was to avoid the
disclosure of our (th, Main Body) location as ]ate as possible, at least on
the 24th".**

(2) Route Two above (through Dangerous Ground to Mindoro Strait)
he rejected because this route was longer and mould require refueling, wnich
could not be effected because (a) there was an unsatisfactory fueling situa-
tion owing to delay in deploying the oilers and (b) the time schedule did not
permit the delay required by the increased mileege and the time required for
refueling.

* War Patrol Report DARTER, Report of 4TH War Patrol, Serial 020,
November 5th, 1944.

** Information compiled by Captain Toshikazu Olmae, ex-TJN, Japanese Re-
search Division, HQ, USAFFE, Military History Section, relating to the
Penetration Operation of .ST Striking Force, Battle for Leyte Gulf,
contained in HQ, USAFFE, Military History section, letter March 30th,
1954, to President, Naval War College.
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With raferwae to item (a) above it will be recalled that,
except for the VIPPO AR1U, no oilers had been transferred to the FIRST Strik-
ing Foroe until after its sortie from Lingga on October 18th. On October
21st six of the eight oilers so transferred (HAKO ARUP, TUHO KARU, MMIEI
MAM, ITSUKUHD(A MARU, =MOW MAR3 and NIPPO MARU) were either at Brunei
or en route Brunel, Of the rezaining two oilers one (RYCRI MAW) was at Naklo
(Pescadores Islands) vhre it was refueling the SECOND Striking Force and the
other, the VICHMI •MA•, was en route from Sana (He&-an Island) to Uluean Bay
(Palavan Island), Since the NIC•IME MAIs original orders were to head for
Coron Bay the fact that Phe headed instead for Ulugan Bay seom to indicate
that she had been divert##- there, possibly for the FIRST Striking Force. This
oiler alone of all of the above oilers was capable of fueling at sea. There-
fore, it is considered that Coiuander FIRST Striking Force's statement that
tnere was an unsatisfactory fueling situation for the surface forces, in
general, is correct.

With reference to item (b) above, it seem likely that this
statement was babed on the time factor required in refueling the destroyers
either from the larger ships or from the single oiler vhich might be so em-
ployed. Ommuaer FIRST Striking Force appears to have felt that had oilers
(including the IICIIEI MARU) sufficient in number to reduce this time factor
to a satisfactory limit been ordered into Dangerous Ground, Route Two in so
far as the above factor we concerned might then have been suitable.

He had another concern. This concerned his earliest departure
time from Brunei Bay.* Since the time of penetration into Tacloban Anchorage
had been fixed by CinC Cominned Fleet at dawn (0427) October 25th he estimated
that he had to depart Brunei by at least 0800 the following unrning.* Since
the oilers had arrived at about noon thi3 meant that the fueling had to be
completed in twenty hours. Wth an estimated fueling time of twenty-three
hours he realized that he could not employ Route Two since this route would
require at least six hours nore than that required for Route Three even with-
out the possible fueling delay of three hours indicated above. (Actually the
fueling was completed in seventeen hours.)

This six hours derived from the fact that einAe Route Two wa
at least 100 miles longer than Route Three (800 vs 700), it would require over
six hours to cover it. *whether or not there was a route shorter than Route
Two is not known since the information as to the routes through Dangerous
Ground known to Comander FIRST Striking Force is not available to this study.

At this point it is important to note that the average speed
necessary to reach a point south of Mindoro Island at dawn (0442)** October
24th via Route Three was slightly less than sixteen knots (700 miles divided

SDetailed Action Report 1ST Striking Force, SHO Operations, October
16th-- 26th, 1944, W4C Document 161641, NA 11839.
Since svnrise at Mindoro Island was at 0642 and since dawn was estab-
lished as two hours earlier, dawn at Mindoro Island therefore was at
0442.
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tv 44.7 how*) and the average speed necessary to reach this sai point via
Route Tw was about eighteen knots (800 miles divided by 44.7 hours). This
latter speed was fast approaching the refueling stage for his destroyers as
reported in his 172103 October to CinC Combined Fleet*-which refueling would
necessitate increased delays.

His decision therefore to reject this route appears sound.

(3) Route Three above (through ?alawan Passage and Mindoro Strait
to a point south of Mindoro Island) he accepted despite the fact that the
submarine threat was greatest along this route.** He had reason to expect
submarineo in this area for on October 19th (two days earlier) there had been
an unsuccessful attack by an Allied submarine (actually there were two sub-
umarines) an two of his dextroyers, AKISHIMO and HATASHIMO1, in the vicinity
of Royal Captain Shoal.**• This attack had been made by the DARTER and the
DAd, which had been operating in this area against merchant shipping. He
also appears to have had reports of radio direction finder fixes on one or
more submarines (1) on October 20th, in Latitude 080-20'N, Longitude 1160-
30'E (Contact N) and (2) on October 21st, west of Balabac Island**** (Contact
0).

In selecting this route over Route One, he necessarily had to
make a choice between two primary dangers-i- the case of Route One, the
dangor from Allied air attack and in the case of Route Three, the danger from
Allied submarine attack in Palawan Passage. Of course, in the latter case
there was always the danger of discovery by Allied aircraft operating out of
Morotai for such aircraft had already reportedly contacted is oomm&and entar-
ing Brunei Bay, but the chance of any serioub attack on his command in the
Palawan Passage area apparently seemed relatively remote because of its posi-
tion beyo"d Palawan Island (discussed below). And in the former case (Route
One), thcre was always the danger of submarine attack. However, the danger
(a) of air attack in the case of Route Three and (b) of submarine attack in
the case of Route One, he clearly considered to be of secondary inportance.

His decision to proceed by Route Three is therefore consid-
ered to have been correct for the following reasons:

(A) THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT THERE WAS MUCH LESS LIKELIHOOD OF
HIS BEING DISODVFJA) BY AIR SEARCH OR BY AIR REQ)NNAISSANCE AND EVEN LESS
LIJYEIHOOD OF HIS EKING ATTACKED BY AIR ON THIS ROUTE THAN THERE WAS ON ROUTE
ONE. THIS IS BECAUSE OF NUMEROUS FACTORS, THE MOST IMPORTANT OF WHICH ARE

* Coumander 1ST Striking Force Dispatch 172103 October 1944 to CinC
Combined Fleet, Detailed Action Report 1ST Striking Force, SHO Opera-
tions, October 16th - 28th, 194, WDC Document 16164a, NA 11839.

** Detailed Action Report IST Striking Force, SH Operations, October
16th - 28th, k 14, w)C Document 161641, NA 11839.

SWar Diary AKISHI`M, October 194, WDC Docunent 161638, NA 11973.
SCharts Appended Detailed Action Report TAKAO, Anti-submarine Action,

October 23rd - 25th, 1914, WDC Document 16C'141, NA 11839.
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(1) TH9 S•ARCH DUNSITr OF AN AIR SEARCH COCO•ME LESS AS IT REACHES ITS FUll.
RADIUS, (2) FLYING OVER HIGH LAMD FORMS SEARCH PLANES TO HIGHER ALTITUDES*-
(ERALLY OVER THE CLOUDS WHICH USUALLY FOR4 OVER ISLANDS, (3) THE PRESENCE

OF EW•IY AIRFIELDS ALSO FORCES SEARCH PLANES TO HIGHER ALTITUDES (THERE WAS
ONE INPORTANT AIRFIELD AT PUERTO PRINCESA), AND (4) PALAWAN PASSAGE WAS, IN
WMRAL, AT THE ErD4 EFFECTIVE BOMBING RANGE OF THE B-241S;

(B) THE SURMARINE THREAT COULD BE SERIOUSLY REDUCED BY THE
EMPLOYMENT OF PfiPER PROTECTIVE MEASURES WITHIN HIS OWN COMMAND AND BY PROPER
ANTIETS1ARINE MEAURES BY JAPANESE NAVAL AND AIR FORCES OPERATING FROM
PALAWAN ISLAND;

(C) SHOULD HE BE SIGHTED BY ALLIED AIRCRAFT OR SUBMARINES THE
FACT THAT HE WAS PROCEEDING ON A NORTHERLY COURSE TO THE WESTWARD OF PALAWAN
LLAND WOULD NOT NE(ZSSARILY REVEAL THE BROAD STRATEGIC PLAN, WHEREAS, AS
POINTED OUT EARLIER, A CONTACT ON A LARGE FORCE IN THE SULU SEA MIGHT BE VW
REVEALING.

(b) The factors which motivated the divided approach.

In discussing these factors it seems highly probable that his
motivation was included in the following: (1) the expectation of creating a
diversion; (2) the concept of a double envelopment; (3) the effect of the
speed differential within the battleships which embraced (a) the idea of
delay in arriving at the Tacloban Anchorage and (b) the lose of freedom of
action for the faster battleships should BATDIV TWO operate with the FIRST
Striking Force; (4) something else, such as a combination.

With reference to item (1) (the expectation of creating a diver-
sion) does it not seem correct to say that the supporting data employed in
the discussion of the first objective for the Main Body in equally applicable
here, i.e., CoAmander FIRST Striking Force's concept that the discovery by
the Allies of his Main Body might draw Allied ships out of the gulf and his
resulting concept (supported by the Commanding Officer SPIOURE) of a night
battle off Samar (presumably with the forces diverted out of the gulf)?

With reference to item (2) (the concept of a double envelopment)
this concept is supported by two factors, (a) the fact that the Chief of
Staff Combined Fleet's dispatch did not recownend any specific composition
of either the San Bernardino Strait or the Surigao Strait groups. Instead,
if anything, it appears to have the connotation of nearly equal forces. It
seems possib: , also that COKBATDIV ONE's inclusion among the infornmtion
addressees, which caused him to state that he considered it paiticularly
meaningful that he had been so included,** us related to this concept,

* Palawan Island is generally mountainous with its highest point in the
south at 6740 feet, in the center near Puerto Princesa at 4220 feet, In
the north centrLL portion at 5225 feet and in the north at 2160 faet.

A* Vicb Admiral Matome Ugaki, IJN (COMBATDIV 1), Personal Di.try SENSOROKU,
Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabusniki Kaisha (Tokyo, March 15th, 1953) Vol. Ii.
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(b) the statements previously referred to under NOperations of Comm-Aer
FIRST Striking Force, October 20th" by Commander FIRST Striking Force in
1954, and by his Mdief of Staff in 1951, to the effect that since a divided
approach was reommeo ed and since this coincided with their studies, they
had settled on such an approach. An additional factor supporting the double
envelopment concept is the fact that such an idea ws inherent in the Japa-

inese philosophy of naval strategy. In a study aimed at development of strik-
in"g force tactics, one of the methods of fighting decisive battles discussed
is the envelopment on both flanks and the classic illustration cited is the
method adopted by Hannibal at Cannae about 200 B.C. One of the general plans
for accomplishing envelopment movements is described as converging on the
field of battle forces which were stationed strategically on exterior lines.*
While the research leading to the publication of this pamphlet ws intended
primarily toward evolving tactics of carrier forces, it seems reasonable to
conclude that such general concepts as that of double envelopment were widely
known and studied for their applicability to garticular situations as in this
instance.

In this connection it seem likely that the Main Force entered
into the double envelopment concept to a considerable degree even though it
is rarely mentioned therewith. This seems so for two principal reasons. In
the first place, it will be recalled that the Main Force had as its primary
objective a diversion objective; i.e., the drawing off of the Allied carriers
and if a favorable opportunity arose their destruction. While Commrnder
FIRST Striking Force placed great reliance on the success of this maneuver to
facilitate his own operation-indeed it offered the principal hope for his
successful penetration and withdrawal, it seems likely that he nevertheless
realized that all carriers might not be drawn off thereby and made prepara-
tions for AA defense accordingly.

In the second place it will alst b# Y"ealled *tat tmn-ander FIRST
Striking Force knew that after the diversionary operations Comnander Main
Force might decide to close the combat area off Samar and endeavor to destroy
the eneny remnants onploying especially the ISE and HYUGA.** In this case
his actions relative to the Allied forces presumably in Leyte Gulf would tend
to form a triple rather than a double envelopment although here the arrival
of the third element might well be delayed.

Mith reference to item (3) (speed differential of the battle-
ships) this view i supported by Comander FIhST Striking Force's reply to

* CINCPAC - CINCPOA Weekly Intelligence, Volwae I, No. 10, September 15th,
1944, Addendum, KNOW TOUR ENdET-Japanese Striking Force Tactics,
Pais a4, 5.

** CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 201412 October 1944 to CofS Main Force,
Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. I Operation, October 20th
29th, 1944, W1)C Document 161005, NA 11744.
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a query by Captain Toehikasu Ohmae, ex-Ijil, in 1954.* At this time Comander
FIRS? Striking Force stated that the reason for dividing his forces was the
difftrence in speed within his battleships.** He further stated that he felt
that (a) since the old battleships FUSO and YAMASHIRO were slow speed ships,
to attemt to maneuver with them might impair the mobility (freedom of
action (?)) of the FIRST Striking Force, and (b) it was doubtful if the FIRST
Striking Fbrce, slowed by the two older battleships, could effect a penetra-
tion into Leyte Ol by dawn on the 25th unless it proceeded by the shorter
Surigao Strait rmte.*** By "impair the mobility of the FIRST Striking
Force"., Gooander FIRST Striking Force weant that with the speed limitsion
of twenty knots rather than of twenty-three or four knots, he would (1) have
less chance than ever of passing through San Bernardino Strait undetected,
which he considered vital to the success of the operation and (2) after pass-
ing throvgh San Bernardino Strait, be seriously handicapped in night surface
action with a powerful enemW force.**

S* In conducting the analysis of this action, in 1954 the Naval War College
fortmilated a series of questions, dealing with the operations of the IST
Striking Force, mhich were forwarded to Japan and the replies thereto
were obtained L.ý Captain Toshikazu Olvae, ex-IJN, who at the time of the
Battle for Leyte Gulf was Operations Officer on the staff of OCmenabder
Main Force (Contained in HQ, USAFFE, Military History Section, letter
March 30th, 1954, to President, Naval War College). In preparing the
replies to the questions, Captain Ohmae queried, among others, Vice
Admiral Kurita, ex-IJN and his CofS, Rear Admiral Koyanagi, ex-IJN. Ths
material so obtained we reviewed by the Military History Section exid
edited in consultation with Captain Ohmae. As is pointed out later,
there is considerable question as to the accuracy of Captain 0ianae' s
1954 conclusions,

** In this material, Captain Ohnae stated that the Japanese for p)lreýnk
purposes considered the maximum speeds of the 1ST Striking Force battle-
ships to be (a) TAMATO and MUSASHI, twenty-seven (27) knots, fb) KQ(WV
and HARUNA, twenty-seven and one-half (27.5) knots, (c) NAGATO, twenty-
five (25) knots and (d) FUSO and YAMASHIRO, twenty-two and oxKs..ha"If
(22.5) knots. He further stated that, although the expec•td speod dif-
ferent-'al between the NAGATO and the FUSO and YAMASHIRO Yaa &bout 2.5
knots, this speed differential was more likely 3 - 4 knoto. i6 then
went on to rationalize Japanese actions on this basis. The 'arror of
this becomes apparent when, as is shown later, he later (1955) -(ooriked
that the maximum speeds of the FUSO and YAMASHOIR were 2h, knotc rather
than 22.5 )mote (Letter from Captain Toshikazu Ohmae, ex-!JN, to
Mr. Roger Pineau, Naval History Division, quoted in letter from Mr. Rogar
Pineau to Conmodore R.W. Bates, USN(Ret), Head, World War i1 Battle
Evaluation Group, Naval War College, January 5th, 1956).

* Information compiled by Captain Toshikasu OOhae, ex-IJN, Japaritse
Research Division, HQ, USAFFE, Military History er.•tion, relatinA to
Penetration Operations of 1ST Striking Force, Batt' for Leyte Gulf,
contained in HQ, USAFFM, Military ftistory Scction, lette:r Marcth 3?Ott,
1954, to President, Naval War Go] No.
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MO¶': This view, as pointed out earlier, is not supported by
facts, later discovered (1955). These fasts are that the two blttleships,,
FUSO and TAMASHIE), rather than being slow speed battleships were, instead,
capable of a maximum speed of twenty-four knots,* which ws but one knot
leos than the NAGATO's (twenty-five). Therefore, the FUSO and YAMASHRO
were likely able to run at sustained speeds in excese of twenty knots and
more likely in the vicinity of twmnty-three knots.

"It is of importance to note here that item (b) above, the
inability to effect penetmtion by dawn on the 25th, we not mentioned by
Captain ose in his 1953 letter as one of the reasons given by Conewnder
FIT Striking Force for dividing his force. He gave solely two reaues;
(a) the speed of BATDIV TMW ws about twenty knots which made it unsuitable
fir high speed movement, and (b) although the training level of BATDIV TWO
was low mid its headquartera weak, OCMBATDIV TW was next senior officer to
Ooevieor FZIM Striking Fores, which meant that if the FIRST Striking Force
operated we a ainge force, OaMBATDIV TWO would automatically assume comu-

ow the eatia fozce in the e'ent Couanzder FIRST Striking Force should become
una~le to set.,

-O•: The inaccuracy of this latter statement will be discussed
Itt4W,

Xlth rferl'ce to item (4) above (something else or a combina-
tic,), this Aow ia suipoled by Captain Ohae's cooeints in 1954 to the
effect that:

(a) Concuntrwion on the physical objective was the priwary
con:tderation And concentration en route to the objective areas ws not of
prmanr~ iwportari'ý;

(b) Since tUe F'UI-T Striking Force was inferior in naval
strz*uat and ua• not ll.kely to hve adequate air cover, diversionary tactics
ad~ght provide soi dar;Aýe

(c) 1f detectvi, the THIRD Section might have some diver-

(d) (1) The F!•JO and YAI4ASHIRO could not steam in the fleet
Yormation a', more tlhar twnty knota for protracted periods even though they
were capable) wt Lop mseeds of t-m.ty-two and one-half knots. Their speed

W letter i5tm wcapit.in Toshuk&a.u Qiwae. ex,-IJN, to 4r. Roger Pineau, Naval

"".ltory ')ivision, quoted in letter from Mr. Roger Pineau to Commodore
?.Y. Batvs, UM(Ret). Head, World War II Battle Isvaluation Group, Naval
%$•r c~llege, Jenuary 5tth, 1956.
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limitations wrs due primarily to the difficulty in firing their boilers
wdioh, using a combination of coal and oil, required almst consta.t atoking
When rutoing at extrese speeds. The fact that their crew were not well
trained My have been a contribuating factor to the difficulty in achieving
proper stoking. The NAGATO could achieve amt maintain speeds (twenty-four
knots) for longer periods due to having more experienced perbomnel;*

(2) Vwen steaming at high speed, the FUSO and TAMASHIRO
usually made heavy smoke with the ensuing possibility of detection.*

NOTE: The stateients here given in (d) (1) and (2),
notably that (a) the FUSO and YAMASHIE could not steam in fleet formation
for protracted periods due primarily to the fact that they used a combination
of coal and oil and (b) these battleships, when steaming at high speed, usu-
ally made heavy smoke, have been shown rocently to be incorrect. Captain
Ohmae, who compiled the original infoimation quoted largely herein and dated
1954, later in reply to a query from the Naval War College modified his state-
ments in late 1955 saying, 'FUS0 and YAMASHIRO were converted to oil burner
ships in May 1934 and March 1936 respectively with each 6 oil burning boilers
of KAMPON type instead of 24 mizid burning boilers. Their speedet after the
reconstruction were expected to be 25 knots, however, their actual speeds were
about 24 knots. I must apology for v7 false information solely depended upon
the opinion of an engineer officer in the Demoblization Bureauu.,*

The above statement of Captain Ohmae concerning the
conversion of the boilers from coal and oil to oil alone was confirmed on
January 10th, 1956 by Comander U.S. Naval Forces Far East.***

(e) Since Coemander FIRST Striking Force was accurately in-
formed as to the composition and strength of the U.S. naval forces and mas
well aware that they outnumbered the Japanese in battleship and carrier
strength as wvll as in the air, his only hope was to avoid disclosure of his
presence as long as possihle, at least until the 24th. Captain Ohmae beleves
that Commander FlSTM Striking Force felt that (1) if the Japanese floet could
pass through San Bernardino Strait undetected there would be a chance of suc-
cess, and (2) to achieve the objective, speed and mobility were of the utmost
necessity and therefore the difference (in speed) of three to four knots might
have a highly Imortant bearing on the outcome of the engagement. Aocording

* Ilforimation compiled by Captain Toshikazu Ohmae, ex-lJ.N, Japanese Re-
search Division, HQ, USAFE, Military History Section, relating to
Penetration Operations of IST Striking Force, Battle for Leyte Gulf,
contained in HQ, USAM, Military History Section, letter March 30th,
1954, to Presidont, Naval War Colligc.

SLetter froin Captain Toefrikazu Ohmae, ex-IJv, to Mr. Roger Pineau,
Naval ioitory Division, quoted in letto." from Mr. Roger Pineau to
Conmodore RW. Bates, USN(Ret), Head, World War i1 Battle Evaluation
Croup, Naval War College, .3anuary 5th, 1956.

•* Letter from COIOAVPE (VAW W.R. Callaghan, USN) to Commctlore K.W. Bates,
USX(Ret), Head, World War II Battle Evaluation Group, Maval War College,
January 10th, 1956.
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to Oaptain Ocn., this view was alo expressed by 1mmander FIRST Striking

(f) The Japanese believed in the rInciple of self sAcrifice
for a great 4ause a when the possibility of suovess wR9 comeWhat ro te,
which prineaple they cansidered belonged with the established principles of
war, Captain Ohae 0xloyed this concept to point. out that if the THIk Sec-
tion could -e used as a d-ivarsion they were willing to uacrifize It (in a
amer smlar to a Bansau chargt or a Kamikaze attack) in order to draw the

Asariftn strergth auy froma Loyte and thereby give the main strength of the
MIM? Striking Force a chance for victory.*

(s) OMU•AIV ONE, who was junior to CCMBATDIV TWO, ws can-
sid~red the best qualified offioer within the comand to succeed CammnderFIRST Striking Force ahould the fortunes of battle reqaire. He likewise

appearm to have had a ocaqptent staff whereas that of CCMBATDIV TWO was
rother wak due to a lack of traing•.* It wid be recalled that BATDIV T()
had a•rived but aixt Pen da" earlier from the Empire and h#A had little
opportunity for training with the FIRST Striking Force. However, this should
not have been serioas mines CGIBMTDIV TWD and his staff were thoroughly
familiar with current Japanese orders and doctrines and in the sixteen days
should have becom thorLhly familiar with any special orders or directives
of the FIRST Striking Fore,, if such existed.

NOT: The stattesent here given in (g) that CW3ATDIV ONE was
junior t O UBATDIV T''D, has been shown recently to be incorn.ct. Capta:,,n
Ohmae, who compiled the original information quoted herein and dated 1954,
later in reply to a query from the Naval War College modified his statement
in 1956 saying that, "The signal numbers shown in the Maral War College
letter are the correct index as to the order of seniority. Therefore, VADX
Ugaki would have succeeded to comuand of the FIRST Striking Force in the
event of the incapacity of VADM Kurita. At the time I wrote Mr. Kawakaui,
the signal rawnbers were not available to m aid I was forced to go entirely
by class years, which is iorunaly an accurate .lanex as to seniority."**

At first view the above data seen. very confusing, but this
kts not entirely so, for it must be remembered that (a) "the finest memory is
less enduring than the poorest ink"' Nmw* wd (b) the Japanese information pre.-
pared by Captain Ohmae ws not based in the main part on recorr's but was,
instead, based on interrogations of the principal officers invrc1vd, which

* Information compiled by Capt,iin Toshikazu Oh7ae, ex-LJN, JapaneAw Ro-
search Division, HQ, USAPFE, Military History Section, relating to
Penetration Cperations of IST Striking Force, Battle for Leyte Gulf,
contaired in M, USAFYE, Military History Section, letter March 30th,
i954, to President, Naval War College.

Q* HQ, USAFFE/8A (Rear), Vdlitary History Officeb, letttr DDs.amber 21st,
1956, to President, Naval War College.

S'A fact knova' to *ny stu••nts of history but put In thia form by
Comodore R.W. Batef, U'SN(Ret), ýkad, World War U Battle E-valuatMon
Gavup, Nawvl War College.
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interroptioam as pointed out earlier wore in 1953 and 1954. Mb replies of
these principal officers and notably these of the Omwnder FIRST Striking
Force appear to have been recolleotione. A cloee examination of the state-
sets* made by the Comander FIRST Striking Force in 1945 with those made by

hi melf in 1953* and 154** and bv Captain Ohm* also in 1953,* 1954** and
1955s" wil indicate vewy obvious divergenciee.

The most important of theme divergencie are:

(a) Commander FIRST Striking Foracea 1954 statement (attrlba-
ted to him by Captain Cbae) to the effect that the Chief of Staff Combined
Fleet had suggested that the THIRD Section,, FIRST Striking Force, operate
separately and the believed actual wording of the ofS Combined Fleet dis-
patch to the ef!,'t that 0it would be preferable to proceed to and break
into the emmy anchorage in tw groups; one from the north approaching
thresgh San Bernardi= Stralt and the other from the south approaching
through Surigo Strait, rather than to aporoach with the whole fleet as a
unit*

(b) Commader FIRST StriJing Force's 1.945 statement to tiie
effect that it was thought that the larger body (i.e. Main Body, FIRST Strik-
ing Force) coming from the north wmld draw the Allied forces from the gulf
and thus make possibile the ontry there of the THIRD Section and the statement
(1) by himself in 1954 to the effect that if the FIRST Striking Force could
pass through San Bernardino Strait undetected there was a chance of success
and (2) that by Captain Ohmae, •as•o in 1954, to the effect that the Japanese
were willing to sacrifice the THIRD Section in order to draw the Allied
forcee from the gulf and thus make possible the entry of the larger body
coming from the north.

(c) The statements by Commander FIRST Striking Force in 195
which implied that diversion was the principal reason for dividing the forcea
and the 1953* and 19% statexents by the same commander (attributed to him Vy
Captain Ohmae) that the speed differential between the battleships was the
reason,

,* Letter from Captain Toahikasu Ohmna, ex-IJN, (frie--y Senior Staff
Officer Mobile Force) Japanese Research Division, G9Q, FEC, YIUitary
History Section, to Mr. Clarke Kawakami, World War II Battle %'valua-
tion GroLp, Naval Wr College, undated but received Washington, D.C.
April 13th, 1953.

•�� Information coapiled by Captain Toshikazu Ohmae, ex'-1JN, Japanese
Research Division, HQ, USAFFE,, Military History Section, relating to
Penetration Operations of IST Striking Force, Battle for Leyte Guilf,
conitained iA% HQ, USAFFE, Military History Section, letter March 30th,
1954, to President, Naval War College.

~~Letter from (.aptatn ToshikAzu Ohmse, ex-IJN, to Mr. Roger Pineau,
SNaval Hiatory Divisicn, quoted in letter rrom Mr. Roger Pineau to

O.onoodore R.W). Sateos, u3N(Ret), Head, World War 1.1 Battle E~valuationj roup, .aval War College, January 5th, 1956S.
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(d) The 1954 statement by Commmaider FIRST Striking Force
(attributed to him by Ceptain Ohmae) that it was doubtful it the FIRST Strik-
ing Force slowed by the two older battleships could eff.e(t a puentratic into
Leyte Gulf by dawn of the 25th unless it proceeded by the shorter Surigao
Strait route and the actual fact that by Routo Three at an actual speed of
advame of appro:3duate. seventeen knots he could have arrived at Tacloban
anhore at damn (027) October 25th in about 6#.5 hours.

However, since zigzagging, while transversing some waters,
would be necessary during daylight this msant that the engine speeds would
have to be greater than this with the increased probability of requiring
refueling as the average engine speeds approached twenty knots. He had
previously commented on this fact to CinC Combined Fleet by dispatch on
October 17th.* Bt this was so only if he followed Rout* Three. It was not
so if he followed a track somewhat different from the abovu. There are two
obvious shorter tracks-(a) one passing through the same general waters as
above but passing south of Hunter Rock in Mindoro Strait would reduce this
leg from 700 miles to about 660 miles-a reduction of about forty miles-and
the average speed of advance required would ýZen be alightly more than six-
teen knots (1120 divided by 68.5 hours) and (') one passing through Linapakal
Cha ,, thence to a point south cf Mindoro Light with the remainder of the
track the se as before, This would have reduced the first leg from 700
miles to about 630 miles-a reduction of about seventy mdles-.-wd the averago
speed of advance required would then have been slightly less than sixteen
knots (1090 divided by 68.5 hours).

In discussing the above it should be pointed out, however.
that whereas the track after passing a point south of Mindoro is the sr- &a
that in Route Three., the times of arrival at the point south of Mindoro and
at San Bernardino Light, based on approxiately sixteen knots, are n 'esa-
sarily different. If, however, he desired to fix his arrival time at San
Bernardino Light as sunset, he could still reach the objective area at dawn
by running the third leg at twenty knots. His speed required over the first
two legs would then be about fourteen point seven knots, which would permit
a later deoarturo time from Brunei or more maneuvering en route.

Therefore, it seems clear that the FIRST Striking Force
(incladini, BATDIV TWO) could, by follouing a route somewhat diffsrent and
somewhat nhorter than Route Three, have made the penetration on tilleo Goa-
rtander FIRST Striking Force had already attested to thib fact at 23,03 October

17th* when he stated that should he depart on the morning of October 22nd and
takei the shortest central route he could arrive at the eastern entrance to
Swn Bernardino Strait on the night of October 24th.

*CkO Sdor 1T Striking Force Di.patch 172103 October- 19 to Ci.nC Com-

bined Fleet, info Conmnaryders M&in Force, SW Area Force, etc., Deta loed

Action Report 13T Striking Force, SHO 2perationx, october 16th

1944, wdC Document 161641, NA 11839.
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Frca CiL1 of these divergtncinz doe it ntb roem logical tto
say that the statements of Comanmder FIRET Striking Ferce in lLter ytare,
i.•6. 2953 and 1954,, are incorrect &nd are either postwr rationalisations
nr are the result of lopse of memory, a& thoss of Q•ptain Oh*. are purely
rationaji•ationa rince he wa not with Oawmwade F1=ST Str-iking %urce at tMh
Battle for Leytr Gulf but was instead with Oousander Main Porce at that
battlt; and therefore, his 4oncepts are likely those deve.loptd in a large
part from his conversationu in later years with the kowtwnders 4one:erned?

Why then ad Ccomander FIRST Striking Force divide his force?
What Lne or mre of the ebove possible reasons -ae the cause? The analysis
of this matter, baserd on the preceding study, follows:

it seems clear that item (2) (concept of double envelopment)
and that portion of item (3) relating to the statement that BATDIV TJ) was
too slow to arrive at Tacloban Anchorage on time, can be eliminated outright,
This seem so (a) as regrds item (2) because double envelopment we not men-
tioned either by Cammander FIRST Striking Force or by the other commanuere in
their action reports or In postwar comments, Although it was referred to
(employig the term pincers moveme•t)* by Captain Otmee in his 1953 state-
msnt,** and (b) as regards the above referred to nortion of item 0,' because
It 1s clear that despite his stateimnt in 1954 to the contrary he could have
reached the Tacloban Anchorage at dawn without dividing his Vorve and without
urnuly endangering his comnand either from Allied &ttack or from a shortage
of fuel.

It a •so seems clear that that portion of item (3) relating to
freedom of action (;an be largely eliminated for the following reasons:

(a) J.ntil Captain Ohmae had forwarced his comments referring
to speed diffCcre*til, repeatedly referred to in this portion of the analysis,
no information Was available wtich mentioned this, Instead, the concept of
advancing the FWRST Striking Force aa a single unit still, persisted,

(b) While it is true that there is soas advantage to be gained
by Y-n.4ng able to regulate the time of approach tU the estimated outer range
of Allied carrier searches so that the forc. might be outside that estimated
rang- at the estimated time at which Allied search planes would be there, this
corxltion does not appear to have obtained in this case for (1) a carrier
sea-ch arc of 300 miles from the vicinity of the Catanduanes Islands would

S* The t#, "pincers movement" in this case was not origini with Captain
Ohmae 4  Unfortunately, Mr. C.H1 Kawakami, translator for the World War
"II Battle Evaluation Group, Naval War College, employed this term in a
letter to Captain Ohmae, aid it mas in reply to this letter that
Captain Ohmae employed the te,

** Letter from Captain Toshikazu -4hmae, ex-TJN, (formerly Senior Staff
Z'fficer Mobile Force) to Mr. (l.arne Kawakam-i, World War II Battle
4valuation Group, Naval War College, undated but received Washington,
D.C. April 13th, 195',
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clearl y €ibrace the entiLe Mir4oro iclJnd &r•a,, (2) the distance from & point
south of Hindoro Ialand to San Bernasdino Li•it was Wt 230 miles and the
houx'a between daw. and sunset, which were to be employed in traversing this
track, were about f£1utcen (CU2 to 1830),, This would have required a speee
of advance Gf 16.4 knots, Aw yet Captain OhJae credit T Omabaer FIRST
Striving Fo'ce wi4Ath requiring twenty-ftor knots to avoic detection until as
late Qs pawible7

(c,) Also, while it is true that sonw advantage can often be
gained in night actior by tavire, more rather than less speed within the com.-
t:nd, there is consý..aerable doubt whether in a case of this type whore Gor-

ýaander FIRST Striking Force was aesking rather than evading night action that
the &in in speed outweighed tis advantages inhorent in an incroesed nvmber
of coc-batant chipm. The detachitent of the THIRD Section reduceu the strwigth,
of the Main Body 1.y tvw, hattleships or thirty per cent, by one heavy jrniser
or ten ptr cont, and by four detroyerr or twelty-six per cent. In addition,
since he exapcted that he mould be nrider heavy Allied air attack vilth the
likelihood of damnge to one or aore of his battleships, the gain in speed

would be viaA spheomera! tivii rtal, 'ocausýe dependbig on the nature of the
daztage, it uight be necansary in orjer to zzaintain the rinpowe-', to slow
down the speed of the disposit~on accordingIy,

Ak. regards ittm (1) (the expectation of creating a diversion)
thit item has snpport f•m all. ources, with no negative implications and is
clearly implied in Ooixw~rder M RST Striking Force's basic directive for the
penetration openition (OArat.jon Orear No. Four). In this connection, the
GonTrnadirsg Officer TONk stated in part in his action repor., "Against an
enemy with super-.or air search power, the separation of one's forces in order
to divert the ene•i.., " THKIiEFORE, IT IS BELIEVE THAT "DIVerSION" MUST BE
CONSIDERED AS ONE OF THE FUNDAMENTAL REASONS FOP THE "DIVISION OF THE FIRST
STMII ING FORI".

As ýcgards item (4) (something else, such as a combLiation),
tids itwi rmot slso be consilered as embracing Nithin itself certain factors
which mwy have influenced Commander FIRST Striking Force to make his decision.
On, factor which may have aad an effect and which has not been mentioned pr'e-
viously iA the probability that Comanmder FIRST Striking Force desired to
accede, if possible, to 0he. of Staff Combined Yleetts suggestion t•hat he
divide hi" colmaual.

TP•-•JR•YRE, IT SkZMS MOST PROBAHLE THAT COMANDER FI•EST STRIK-.
I1 PORGE'S RKAkXN F.IT DIVIDING HIS FORCE WAS "DIVEPS.ION', WITH '1HE OTHI!.
FA(1ORs EN RA¶LEN)W .1IW TE PAUAG•APH ABOVE CONTU EAJTI1C TO A LE&13TR DEGREE.

(c) Thtý soundness or lacK of soundness of this decision:

Whaikever way have been the reason for ti-s decision 'the
questlcn now arises as to whether or not it was sound. In onler to d ster'z.kl
this, it is .ecessary to rn-present the situation at tii- time -s it seems to
have appearcd to Comnande.r FIRST ;.triklng For'e-. First, -t will h recall ed
th t Conmuan"er FIRST Strkilng Force knew, f,"ni informatA ou ')A-.ainir ; rQMv,

* DtaledAcLon Report WINK, Sh) Opeatý (Btje -off ti), .ht 4 1ns
)ctober ',4.th 2-tih ].9h1944, W)C Iloctument i6l.h7,
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captunid piloats as well as fIm contact reports (although, for oiom. reason,
he has Isilad to merytion the latter), that the Japanese were outnumbered,
especially in carriers and batteships and had lost command of the air (he
ta-ted that he Allies had air supreamcy)-presumably, he meant in the

PhilippL-ws. Secondly, it will be recalled that his most recent intelligence
coioerning forces in Leyto Gulf indicated that as mry as fourteen or fifteen
battleships and cruisers with numerous sma.l nraft, including transports had
been reported there in the forenoon of the pr.'aceding day,*

In addition, on this ';,y Oowzr:aer XqTWST Striking Force had
received reports of (a) four lUrl' carrUM ar and fmr small carrirs off Leyte
Gulf and (b) (l) four carriers, (2) a taik force ýNuaber of carriers not re-
ported) and (3) two groups of m'eurface shi•Apq in the San Bernardino - Catan-
duanes Islan4 area. He necessarily considerad that there was at least one
carrier in the task forme. Thus, although he had not encountered the twenty-
one carriers of October 19th, it is likely that for purposes of his estimate

he considered the above thirteen carriers (9 CV and 4 CVK) as the minimrm he
Edght encounter.

Since he states that he kntw that he was outnumbered in battle-
ships and cruisers, it seems likely that he considered that the estimate of
battleships and cruisers in the gulf was low and had decided that it was
possible that he might encounter there all of the eight old battleships
which were reportedly with the THIRD Fleet. At least, it was wise to con-
sider this as an Allied capability since aircraft contacts were not neces-
sari.ly always accurate, This view is supported by Commander FIRST Striking
Force's statement in 19%5 when, in reply to a query by the Strategic Bombing
Survey as to what infermation he had of the Allied forces inside Leyte GAulf
upon his departure f-.cm Brunei Bay, ho stated, "I thought that you had &bout
200 transports, about seven battleships =n4 appropriate accompanying cruiser*
and destroyers."** Of course, witb the Allies in command of the air, he must
have realized that he u:uld likely suffer damages from air attack en route to
Leyte Gulf wid thercfore, the relative strength of his caomand with relation
to those of the Allies in Leyte Gulf would be diminished.

He had analysed the situation likely along the lines indicated in
the pages iJaediately precU4ng this discussion and had decided, as has boon
discrussed earlier, to divide his force. In ipport, of this decision, Captain
Ohmae in 1951i quoted from Julian Corbett's "Some Principles of MarItir•
Strategy", part of which quotation was:*W**

"In nraLl warfare at least this distinction between conc 'ntattion

and mass is essential to clear appreoiation. It leads us ti onnc]usiobi that
are of the first importance. For instance, when once the mass is `orms-,
concealment and fleibility are at an end. The further, therefore frow the

* Vice Admiral Matome Ugaki, 15 IA¶IV1) Persotnal Diary 04XPRKU
Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kahushiki Kaisha (To' jo, March 15th, 19"•3)

: Volume IL.

'* ,USSPS Iuterrcgation of Japanese Officials, Nay. N N. 9, rnterrog&tion of
Vice Admiral Takeo Kurita, IJN, Volume I, - Lge +`.

'** dJulian 3, Uorbett, "Some Principles of Mariutimt Straten&" (london, 2011)
P'ages 1, 1, 13Y4.
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formation of the ultimate manss we ai stop the process of concentration the
better designed it will be. The less we are committed to emy particular
mass, and the less we indicate what rnd where our mass is to be, the more
formidable our conenmtration,

"To concentration, therefore, the idea of division is as essential
as the idea of connection. It is this view of the process which, at least for
naval warfare, a weighty critical authority has most strongly emphasized.

"The isle& of L.sssing, as a virtue in itself, is bred in peace and
not in war. It inticates the debilitating idea that in war we must seek
rather tt avoid then to inftict defeat. True, advocates of the mass entrench
themselves in the plausible conception that their aim is to inflict crashing
defeats, ¶at this too is an idea of peace. War has proved to the hilt that
victories nave not only to be wn, but worked for. They mist be worked for
by bold L.rategtcal combinations, which as a rule entail at least apparent
diapersaY , They can only be acaieved by taking risks, and the greatest and
most effective of these is division,."

He aloo quoted from Captain Alfred Mahan's "War of V%12" at
follows 7*

"It is not the keeping of the sseraj vvmsels side by side that
constitutes the r1rtue of this dispoeition; it is the placing them under a
single head, thereby insuring ccoperation, however widely dispersed by their
coaon chief tider the emergency of successive moments. Like a fan that
operas and shuts, vessels thue organically bound together lossess the power
of wide sweep, vhich insures exertion over a great field of ocean and at the
same time that of mutual support, because dependent upon and controlled from
r com~wa center. Such is concentration, reasonably 'unem.tood; not huddled
together like a drove of cattle but distributed with a rtsgard to a common

purpose and linked together by the effectual energy of a sin wll

But were these quotations applicable to the Japanese situation in
this case? The answer alpears to have been in the rngatiwe for the situati x.
ihare wes considirably different from that envisaged by either Corbett or
Mahan. In addition, several new factors had corn into play, notably the 10,-
plane, the submarine, radar and radio, which made it even more difficvt 7-ir
diwersionaiy operationw of the type herewith attemptad tc be uuccess ,.1.

At thM time of the Battle fnr Leyte Gulf, Allied carrier-'baead
aircraft had a search azd attack radius of about 325 miles;**- ial-basti -ir-
craft (PB4Y-i and B-24's) had a normal search radcbus 4f about 1W00 miles ani
a bombing radius of about 825 miles;-' airsoarch radar had a mranum range o0

* Captain Alfred ¶, Istban, U9U1, "Sma Power in itt fel~atonsi to the Waz cf
1812" (Boston, .I A9) jtcw.e I, Page 316.

*Comparative Performtnces and CharactEvr etiu.s, Representative TLnen, and
Allied ;klroraft, TAlC Mann;,d iio'. 2, ()c/Aoer U.44.
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detection of aircraft about 100 miles;* surface search radar (average height
100 feet) had an effective average range of detection of a surface ship
(average height 100 feet) of about twenty-five miles,** racio was highly
effective at long ranges; voice radio was quite effective at ranges up to
about fifty miles, and submarines were highly efficient. It seems highlj
probable that most of the above information was known to the Japanese either
through tests of captured material or through statements of prisoners of war.

When Captain Mahan wrote (1905) the book from which the "fan"
quote use taken by the Japanese, the airplane, submarine and radio were in
their early stages of development; radar was unknown. tihen Julian Corbett
wrote the book (1911) from which the Japanese chose the above "quotes", the
submarine was fairly well advanced; the airplane and radio, which were still
in the process of development, had very limited capabilities; radar was as
yet unknowns These factors therefore were given little consideration in the
above books,

At this point it is of importance to renote the fact that Cozr-
nander FIRST Striking F,.,els plan called for (a) the main strength of the
FIRST Striking Force to pass to the westward of Palawan, thence south of
!..ndoro, and thence through San Ber9reino Strait, arriving in the vicinity

?? l Suluan Island at 0400 on X-day, and (b) Lhe THIRD Section to pass through
Ba3abac Strait, the Sulu awd Mizndanao Seas, and Surigao Strait, penetrating
to the Allied &ichorage at dawn (04Z') on X-iay. A study of the !hart shows
that by this div'iion the Japanese, because if the intervening islands
thr'oghout the Visayas, would necessarily find it dif.•icult if not iLWosible
for the' tepara.te units to maintain the mut,,al support required. However,
these gcoe- ;phic deterrents to the Japanesae eurfarce forces were not leter-
rents to Allied ai.r power. Therefore, it can be argued tiat w1iereas the
atbve concepts from Julian Corbett and Captain Mahan were scarcely applicable
to the Japanese surface units they wer* directly applicable to Allied air
power, whit-h was able 'to range over the whole area of the Vituyas and yet wav
readily able to provide nutual support wherever desired.

Since the Japanese were heavily outnumbered in the air and unable
to proýide adequate air cover for the two well saparated divisions of the
FIRST Striking Force, doe•s it riot seem clear then that once the Japanese
FIRST Striking Force came within range of A-lled air power, its units should
have been concentrated in order to insire that they (a) could Mutually sup-
port. one another, (b) couil diract agu: nst Allied air concentrations the
maxiimu antiaircraft fie within the F16TI Striking Force, and (c) presentod
the raxid.tm number of targete to the Allied pilots? In other wor•s, it was
not concentration in the cbjective area alone which was vital In this case;
it was concentration en -oute to the objective area as well, for without such

Current TactlcCLi Orden nd Doctrine, U.S. Fleet, USF-10A, 1944, Part
V'., Supporting Doctrines awd Instructiona, Paragraph 6021.

S0 adar Operator's Manua. (RAD 3), Unlted tk•s Fleet,, adquartera of
the (vtmixaer in Chief, August 5th, 191 (Roeprinrt Mar-h 1945),
Page 4,-SG.-2.
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cencentrat"on the feasibility of the operation became even more doubtful than
9er, Is 4his nt so despite the advantages of diversion?

ECAUSN OF TES FACTS ABOVE, IT IS 0DWSIEND THAT COW4ANDER
?IF T STRIKING nORMIS DECISION TO DIVIDE HIS 7VC(, DLPITE THE SUGGESTION
OF THE (SE' OF STAFF 101BD= FLJT TO DO SO, WAS MOUNDW .

The decision to divide the FIRST Striking Force was also unsound
for another reason. This was because it required such coordination between
the Main Body and the THRDW Section that the Main Body was expected to arrive
at 3aluan Island at 0400, at which time the THIRD Section would be fast
approaching the Ta&loban Anchorage. It is not clear how Commander FIRST
Striking Force expected to obtain this timing in view of the such stronger
Allied air powr and the expected surface action off Saer.

That certain of the Japanese senior officers were cognizant of
these facts is to be noted from the following quotes:

(1) "It is essential to speedily establish a completely new
policy for iproving the faculty of strategic movement (screening and patrols)
Today, in view of the active role played by submarines and aircraft not only
is it fallacious to make a sharp distinction between thi so-called strategic
and tactical movements as in the past, but it is possible to go so far as to
conclude that the entire movement of a fleet from the time it norties to the
time it reaches the battle area is one cctinuour combat operation. Further-
more, past experience shows that most demge has been sustained during no-
called strategic movement. This tendency will become even more pronounced
and underlines our present deficiencies in patrols and screeningo"*

(2) %Against an mnem with superior air search power, the seara-
tion of one's forces in order to divert the eneW not dly carries with it
little possibility of success, but in the event the strength of the main
force is reduced by losses, one is invariably greatly handicapped in cecisive
battle. It is concluded that in directing future operations, it is inpera-
tire to employ this recent bsttle lesson."**

(d) The correct procedure.

ALTHc•UGH THE CORRECT PROCEDURE HAS BEEN INDICATED UNDER THE PREE-
CEDING HEADIhG, I1 SEEMS WELL BECAUSE OF ITS IMPORTANCE TO RESTATE IT HERE
FOR GEWERAL USE. IT IS THIS. IN SITUATIONS OF THIS KIND WHERE OONCENT!'A7INON
DIROXJTE 70 THE OBJECTIVE AREA HAY EE QUITE AS IMPORTANT AS ODN4JWTRATION

WITHIN THE OBJECTIVE AREA, THE UNITS OF THE WEKR FORC SHQ.,CD BE CONCEN-
TRATED BEFOHE THg COME WITHIN RANGE OF EMI( AIR POWER 114 ORDER TO INSURE
THAT THEY CAN (A) MUTUALLY SUPPORT ONE ANOTHER, (B) DITECT AGAINST FNEMT AIR
CN(CE2TRATIOUS THE MAXIMUM ANTIAIRCRAFT FIRE WITHIN THE COMKAND, (C) PRFESENT
THE MAXIMUM NUKD OF T&RGRTS TO THE TENTY PI14T1 OTHERWISE, OWING TO THE
ABILITY OF SUPERIOR AIR POWER TO CONCENTRATE READILY, THOSE SURFACE UNITS

SDetailed Action Report No. 15, YYOKO, Battle off the Philippine (-Anti-
aircraft Action in Mindoro Sea), October 24th, 19", WDC Document 161647.

SDetailed Action Report TOME, SHO Operation (Battle otf the Philippines),
October 24th - 26th, ,9.44, W)G Document 161747.
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NOT ABA TO SO CONCENTRATE WILL BE MORE SUBJECT TO MTRUCTION THAN WILL
THM SURFACE UNITS ALREADY CONCENTRATED. THIS IS BELIEVED TO BE TRiE
NOWITHSTANDING THE DEVELOVNENT OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS. WHILE NUCLEAR WEAPONS
MAY DICTATE THE METHODS OF OPERATION OF SURFACE FORCES AN THE GENIRAL
TACTICAL DOCTRINES AND TECHNIQUES CONNECTED THEREWITH IT SHOULD BE MPHASIZED
THAT WE ARE HE CONCERNED WITH THE FOM4ULATION OF SOUND =W.AL CONCEPTS
RATHER THAN WITH SPECIFIC DETAILS, SUCH AS THE DISTANCE BETWEEN SHI 3 WHETHIR
IN YARDS OR IN MILES.

Because of the later actions by this command, it is important to
note at this point that Commander FIRST Striking Force now had his command
so constituted that (a) his San Bernardino Strait group-his Main Body--had
a miniuwn sustained speed of twenty-four knots; had as its second in command
CCMBATDIV ONE, who was recognized as the officer best qualified to succeed to
command of the FIRST Striking Force should its present commander become dis-
abled and was composed of units and commanders who had been operating together
for some time, and (b) his Surigao Strait group included his two slowest
battleships and was commanded by COMBATDIV TWO, who was an officer experienced
in night fighting but whose staff was considered a little inexperienced for
handling the problems which might arise with the San Bernardino Strait group.

At 1710 he observed CRUDIV SIXTEEN depart Brunei for Manila* in
accordance with instructions from Commander SW Area Force.•*

At 1807 Commander FIRST Striking Force received a dispatch from
Commander SECOND Striking Force advising that the SECOND Striking Force, less
units with FIRST Striking Force, would sortie Mako 1600 October 21st arriving
off Manila Bay at about 0700 October 23rd.*** He thereby knew from its pro-
jected movements th t the SECOND Striking Force would still be available for
a counterlanding op r-ation or for employment in the penetration operation, as
finally determined by CinC Combined Fleet.

At 1945 he receivqd a dispatch from Commander SW Area Force in
which that commander (a) assumed command of all naval air forces assembled
in the Philippines, (b) advised that in close cooperation with the surface
forces and the army his command would destroy first the enemy task force east
of the Philippines and then the enemy invasion force and (c) after this
general state.,ient listed the missions he had assigned the FIFTH and SIXTH
Base Air Forces and the 954th and 955th Air Groups.**"*

* Commander SW Area Force Dispatch 211252 October 1944 to Commanders 1,T

and 2ND Striking Forces, C(MCRiJDIV 16, info CinC Combined Flect, War
Diary DESRON 1, October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.

**•- Detailed Action Report No. 6, PLBA, Antisubmarine Action West of

Philippines, October 18th - 24th, 1944, WDC Document 161747.
S'** Commander 2ND Striking Force Dispatch 211455 October 19"4 to Commanders

SW Area Force, 1ST Striking Force, etc., Detailed Action Report hATDIV

I, SHO No. 1 Opera ion, October 18th - 28th, 1.944, WDC D0>vUment l4ICY)5,
NA 117".

SCommander SW Area Force Dispatch 211345 October 1944 to Commanders 5TH,
and 6TH Base Air Forces, 954TH and 955TH Air Groups, info Convwnders

1ST and 2ND Striking Forces, Main Force, Detailed Action Report 1ST

Striking Force, S3HO Operation9, October 16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document

16164.1, NA 11839.
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At 1946 Commader FIRST Strikin Force directed hia comand (a)to *suma Aniarcraft Alert No. The a-ad (b) at 0630 the following morwing i

to assume Antiarcraft Alert No. Two.*

At 2053 he, besig finally saa.sfLed as to its contents, released
his 212053. Although this dispttch was designated as Labuan 212053, its
actual originator was Commander FIRST Striking Force, and this fact -
contained within the body of the dispatch. This was done so that eneky
radio intelligenoe units sight be confused thereby and was in accordan'ce
with his visual dispatch 201410 of the previous day which directed that,
except for urgent and inavoidable communicatiorat by aircraft and contact
reports by picket boats, radio silence was to bk enforced.

THIS ACTION OF 0CWA•WR FIRMT STRIKING FORCE WAS SOUND. * JTHOU•G
HE HAD REASON O BELIME THAT THE PRESENQM OF HIS ?tWR( HAD RMEN DISCOVF4RD
By ALLIl E, mE ASO KNEW THAT W. (A) R0) NOT WXITACTED ANY ALLIMh
PLANE WITH H1IS OWu AIR PATRO OR WITH HIS 0' WADAR AND (B) HAD REEIV,:, NO
FURTX REPORTS OF CONTACTS ON HIS COWAND f•f• T HER SC$NCES. ThLEMIFOM
WITH THE PFSSIBILITT IN HIS MIND THAT HIS PRESE&CSS IN f.lUN),Z DAY MIAHT W'1T
BE KNOW TO THE 31f34, HE, TOOK PRECAUTIOWS ACOOFOIi.LY.

Strategems of this nature heve often bea.n scceasfll in w-r.
t3ttidents of naval warfare will recall that a dvituati,\\n zo\mewtat simflUr to
this occurred on Mky 30th, 1916 during the opk'atlons pZr.llmimfr'Yr to the
Battle of Jutland. Hara, the Germans, auspectlx', that th'iir radio disp.tches
were giving valuable ix,,flormation to the n.Lvy, parddc•1Q•.lr thihtgh radio
direction finder fixes, directed that thV gardship anchored In Je Rxoas
should (a) take ovor the radio guard for 'h. fleet fAgship, , U) u* the
radio call then in bsse > CinC Migb Seas Flcmvt in the, 1tIEDRIMM DM0R C,4.15E.
Thýe latter battLeship \e to observe radio at•,le.cq wint •, contacts, 'wit, the
enemy wer reportodw f,\anwhile, all dispatchis k\1drmsni to Q iei gk seas
Fleet were to be re0"etpte•', for by the guardshi, an\d broa&dbast to tho flag-
ship. Thin strateg\t proveW.1 to be highly effectt•v\\ for vp to tVI\ tiux the
k•itish naval cfxannden" had riweived remarkably' axo.w,\crate .tnforwX'•.,ýt of
the movemnt of the Hig 13Aaz (,Seot. Now,, when the ,iritish took bunA.1.s
on thný ki~uardship (ufhich tht~yr thx~uoght wes tbt' flagship)', the~w JfooMn kt' till
in Jade Rta•dc am' inf'orr'd thrv,\,":'cr that Kigh Seas Flo' at vv v tv 1 , in ort,
vhen, in fact it h\%d alreaidy &~ te nd w~zx ýt &ýan144

Th~et sfltb ins&Safl to L411' ve thatK tndv•'1STSikg
Forc,,& action in ,r' loyinWg the ,ab,;an cal sign w\\s vee' ,,,v• , or It t ,

* (;oa nder IST StrikI.Ng Fo Prace* VWsoal Dispatch I 9*., 0-- 'ar 194---""4"o1
Striking Forte (iS? Strtkik\g S ... Si18 N 7. 1$-?,"). DetU\,\, Action
Rtepeort BAThIV .1, E110o. ~ ILQ~r~~ Octobexr iftb 213ti, 11U4, W\,?.
Document 161,.005, • A 1-1744,

*WSir Jidian Zobrbett "Rictory o f the.! Gre~at 14r Naval, )poratton*V', londan,
Axust1.512..1, Volunt III, htges 24. 3-:9; also Commannvor Hollowmjy H.
Frot t, ,,%, "mThe hattle of J •tl V' Anx\.poli,, Marylaju:- Paget 12",1 arW
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a fact that the Allies did not at this time know of the presAmnce of the FIMT
3triking Force In Brunei Bay. Had the call sign of Cotmazuier FIXIT Striking
Force be= amloyed, it seems likely that tAs falot wold bave bme kmowm to
Allied radio intelligence and the presence of the Japanese naval force in
Brunei Bay wuld have been at the very least, suspected.

At 2102 (it wa received by OCMC .'DIV STrUT at this time) he
received a dispatch from the Chief of Staff SW Area Force giving the con-
sidered opinion of that headquarters concerning ths prospective operations
of the BROOM Striking Force.* This dispatch -s of considerable interest
to hNm as it indicated a persisten•e in the belief, expressed earlier that
days,* that C'DIV TWOMTY-ONE aW. DESDON CUE should participate in the
decisive battl,• operations of the FIRST Striking Force, but here it took on
increasod sigAidcanco because this dispatch now made the definite recon-
cwndation that tho axbo units be transferred to his comam'I for this pur-
pose.* U this rocm.id&tion became effective it clearly would require
additional orders an his pat, However, it gesms probable that this die-
pat.ch did not unduly &larm, him for it seem reasonable to assuaw that his
plrnes in view of the positbli,, and even probability that the above
units might be transferred to him, had already made additional plans to
cover this contingency,

At 2U5 the unit coamanders of tho FIRST Section assembled on the
TAXATO in accordance with instructions fnm (MBATDIV ONE*** and completed
arrangoments for their part in the penetrnaticin o•ration. At this time they
kvr* briefed on the military situation in the Tnrloban area by an officer
fro the FOURE KTF Area Aruy who stressed the Lact that the SIXTEI•TH Army

* IDivision had been concentrated for defense and w•j\11 be able to defend the
area providi..g the enemy rear line (line of coaurnvlations) could be cut.
Tm •*point is of considerable importance he" as it kws the reliance on
sea •wn.erI•** by the arW• units charged with the defanxe of Leyte.

F"T, SW Area Force Dispatch 211914 October 1944 to Cin Combined Fleet.

QO%4amAnder 2ND Striking Force, CCMCRUDIV 16, Chie! IST Section Imperial
Gwiý.ritl Headquarters (Navy Section), info to Ck'marer IST Striking
Force, Coumander, 5TH and 6TH Base Air Forces. Detailed Action ReNrt,

= UDIx 16, SHO Operations, October 17th - 27th, 1944, WDC Document.
1.61005, NA 11744.

SW Area Force Dispatch 211322 October 1944 to OoanAndere 2ND
StiV'.tding Force, CRLIIV 16, info to CUnC Combined Fleet, Connmdler
ISIT Striking Force, Commanders 5TH and 6TH Base AIr For-cte, oti.,
Ditcdled Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO OQ;eration, October 17th - 27th,
1.944I, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

,m-, (X)M13ATDIV I Visual Dispatch 212016 Octcter 1944 to 1ST Section, D*-
tai4w Action Report BATDIV 1, SHO No. 1 Operation, October* l8th -
28th, 1944, M4)C Document 161005, NA 11744.

W*I •*i~ce Admiral Matome Ugaki, IJN ((XhMBATDIV 1), Persesial Dt!ny
S PSOROKU, Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kahushik Estaisha (Tck•ko, harch 15th,
1953), Vollml II.
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Alt 2222 0mICUI ?IvE advised his conmand that the aircraft
Sfcu CHJWJ FIVES dsignted an shors-based reconnaissance units were
assigned sa 1.621ow:t

(a) Seoond (Shore Based) Reconnaissance Undt: 147010, HAG=~O
one plmaw each; MOGAMI - twA planes.

(b) Third (Shore Basd) 3poonnaissance Unit: 7OKO, HAGURO-
one plane each,

(c) XOGI aircraft above wdll be launched as desired bj the
Oo'nmrAing Officer MOGAK and will transfer darectly to San Jose (Mindoro
Island.)*

This order was based on FIRST Striking Force Written DesOpOrd
No. 2 (not available to this analysis) which, although dated three days
earlier, had only been received that day.**

It seems clear from the dispatches that thin DesOpOrd, among
other ite.s, established shore.based reconnaissance units at San Jose which
units were to provide antisubaurine patrols for the FIRST Striking Force.

At 2400 the force was still refueling.i

- cHR~' 5 Dipth222 October 1944 to CiWDIV 5, Detailed Action

Report - 15, MTOKO, Plattle off the Philippines (Anti-aircraf~t Action
,in Kne, ,xv 3e 'October 24th, 1944, W4)C Document. 161647.

S( amwd or I riking Force Written OrdIer, October 18th, 1944, to
1,3T Stv ikin c 'o, War Diary CRUDIY 5, Octoner 11,444 IW)C Document
Va&,6W NA 7
14K 1 L-tal.: Ac Lion irport 13? Striking iForcoi, SHO Operationm, Oictober

K1,,".4, : Document 16164.1, NA 11839~.
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(2) Operations of Oander Main Force, October 21at.

At 0000 Comunder Main Pbro., who in No. One Alert Cruising Disposi-
tion was on course 1400 (T) at twenty knots changed course to 18P(T).* This
we in aceordance with his instructions to his counand issued at 2145 the
previous day.**

At 0014 he reduced speed to eighteen knots*.

At 0100 he received wrd that the oilers JLEI HARU and TAKANE
M** had been transferred to his command in accordance with Combined

Fleet DesOpOrd No, 480,NN.* He also received Combined Fleet DesOpOrds
Mos. 479 and 481 regarding the gewwra.l moyvements of the supply ships.*****

By about O400 (cRJDIV SIXTEDI received it at 0356) he likely learned
that the sortie of -the SEOCSD Striking Force for that morning had been can-
celled,***4**

Also at th.s time he received a dispatch from Commander Comunica-
tion 7orce which stated, in effect, that it appeared most likely that the
FIIRST Strildrg Foree had been discovered by Morotai-based enwV patrol.

Track Cýart, Detailed Action Repoit ZUIKAKU, SHO No. 1 Operation,

October 20th - 25th, 1944, 'W(C Document 161008.
Coenmador Main Force Visual Dispatch 202145 October 1944 to Main
Force, Detailed Action Report ZUIHO, SHO No. 1 Operation, October
20th - 25th, 1944, V)C Documen, 161008.
The JINFI KARU and TAKANE MARU (KAO's) were of 10,500 and 10,021

r rose tons respectively with a cargo capacity of 100,000 barrels
42 gallon) for the former and 93,000 barrels for the latter.

(Japanese Naval and Merchant Losses during World War II, Pages 73
and 74; also Japanese Merchant Ships Recognition Manual, (ONI 208J,
Revised) Navy Department, Office of the Chief of Naval Operations,
Page 272.)

**' * CinGC kfahned Fleet Dispatch 201712 October 1944 to Comzunder Main
Force (Cwobined Fleet DesOpOrd No. 480), Detailed Action Report
Main Force SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th - 29th, 1944, WDC
Document 111005, NA 117414•

SCinC Cmobined Fleet Dispathies 201715 and 201745 October 1944 to
Comander Main Force (Combined Fleet DesOpOrds Nos. 479 and 481),
Detailed Action Report Main Fore;e, SH0 No. 1 Operation, October
20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

SCommander 2ND Striling Force Dispatch 202340 October 1944 to

fGnC Combined Fleet, Coamander Takeno Guard District, info 1ST
Striking Force, Main Force, 5TH and 6TH Base Air Forces, CRUDIV
16, Imperial GHQ (Navy Section), betatiled Action Ueport CR!'DIV 16,
SHD Operation, October 17th - 27th, 1144, WDC Document .161005,
NA 117"4.
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MOM MAIN FORCE
October 21st --

planes** This dispatch was of considerable importance to him as it indicated
cle&rly that the anema wes making strong efforts to atoid surprise. He
realisad that his operations might be affected thereby since it was likely
that Allied air searches might be seeking to discover his conmand as well.
Since it ms his responsibility to draw as much Allied air power as possible
away from the Leyte area in order that the strength of the Allied carrier-
based air attacks against the FIRST Striking Force might be reduced, it be-
came necessary to take every possible measure to avoid discovery at this
early date, lest his "lures effect be weakened thereby. In this connection,
he stated that he hoped to be undetected until October 22nd or 23rd, at which
time he planned to open up on radio for the purpose of luring.**

At 0500 he comenced zigzagging, employing Type A zigzag plan which
required a change of course at five minute intervals.***

At 0600 he launched an antisubmarine patrol consisting of tw carrier
attack planes which covered**** an area sixty degrees on sach side of the
fleet axis to a radius of six kilometers.4 **** This patrol he maintained
throughout the day. At this same time he placed four fighters and an attack
unit of eight fighter-bombers, eight fighters and two attack planes on a
No. Two Alert.o

At 0618 he reduced speed to sixteen knots. He appears to have done
this because, by this time, his antisubmarine patrol was on station and he
properly felt that the submarine danger was thereby markedly reduced.

At 0620 he directed his commarnd to prepare to make twenty knots on
"fifteen minutes notice.**

About this time hi,% counwan probably assumed the day'- cruising dis-
ponition---No. Four Antiaircrxft Alert Disposition (Plate XXYII). Although
available records do not show 6pecifically that this chang• in dispositions
was made, subsequently the daily .outine of the force did provide for the
assumption of this disposition at asout this time in the morning.

* Cozaander Communication Force Dispatch 202329 October 1944 to CinC
Combined Fleet, Commander IST Striking Force, info Main Force, SW
Area Force, War Diary DM]hON 10, October 1941, WI)C Document 161638,
NA 11739.
UkSHS Interrogation of Japanese Officials, Nay No. 55, Interroga-
tion of Vice Admiral Jisaburo Ozawa, IJN, Volume I, Page 221.

" NK Detailed Action Report No. 2, OYODO, SIO No. 1. Operation, October
20th - 2fth, 1944, M)C Document 161(XY7.

* ** Appendix One to Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. 1 Opera-
tion, October 20th - 29th, 194#, WIC Docirnent i)I1()5, NA 117144.

*-•~ l)et•.led Action Report. No. 1 653rd Air Group, SHO Operation,
October 20th - 25th, 1944, WVC Document 161004, NA 1,26.

"•t*�*� )Detailed Act'ion) Report MJ0UM, `110 No. 1 Operation, October N)th
25th, 1944, WUC Docuror-nt 1610W.
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:j, CON MADI FORCE

This defensive disposition is interesting in that it gives an
insigt into Japese carrier force tactics at this stage of the war. Itwill be noted that it consists basically of tut two-carrier task grous,

each In a roughly circular disposition. It had been among those included
in Cco.nder Mobile Force's "Outline of Operations of the Task Force in
SHO Operationa.. datod August 10th, 1944. In an addendum to this operation
order, the Chief of Staff Mobile Force had seen fit to comment as follcws:
"Evasive action against bomb or torpedo attack when in circular formation
wil. be carried out as follows: The carrier will take individual evasive
action, and the other ships will follow it. In the forthcoming operations
there will be a circular formation for every two carriers. In this case
the carrier with the senior officer aboard will take individual evasive
action, and the other ships will follow it. Repeated practice is regurded
necessary for executing this action. Therefore, so long as training is
insufficient, an emergency simultaneous change of course will be relied
on.*•

This consent is important because it indicates that Commander Mobile
Force (a) felt that two-carrier task groups were as large as he could handle
as a unit under air attack, (b) anticipated some trouble In mnneuvering even
the two-carrier group(s), and (c) in spite of the anticipated difficulty in
maneuvering, deemed this better tactics than separating into one group per
carrier khich was the method dealt with at greatest length in his standing
orders,**

In contrast, U. S. naval practice at this same time generally in-
volved operating four-carrtier groups relying upon, for defense against air-

* craft attack:

(a) �Most effective fighter di ýction and coverage.

"(b) axi'num antiaircraft flre from all weapons,

"(c) Kutual i5-DPrt between heavy ships and of heavy ships by the

11(d) Effective avoiding ninaf.ver3 under broad control by the officer

in tactical conviand, with shIps at foci of attacks supplementing signaled
maneu.vereas required.""-"

* Statement of tfg on Taak Force Operations in the SH(. Oprat. onls

Task Force Top Secret .ieriaj 1003, August 10th, 194•,, ATUý DocU.imwnt

No. '9, Part 1, April ?22r, 1945 (NAV*1 Docuxnent).
'* Mobile Vorce Starbng Order No. 17, August 23nr, 11)44, Lk.ctlon V1,i

StAdard Procedure for Evading Torledo and Bombing Attacks, r,,Tl'.;
iocuflnoit. No. 39, P1irt ill, M'ay loth, )45 (NAili Dockurnm-it),
C** u~rrent Tactical Orders and Doct rifne, U, '% F eet (kljy 10A4,
U.S. Fleet Headquiarters of the 1Immau er i. Ub i e f', Navy IDe•ia r timt,
1944, Paragraph 4510.
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October 21st

The relegation of maneuver to the last priority in U.S. tactics appears tG
have been because of the tremendous advances in the developwent of rwdar
and antiaircraft weapons.

The battle lesson resulting from the above discussion is, in gemn [,
the sam as that developed under the discussion of Main Force N3. I Alert
Cruising Disposition under "Operations of Commander Main Force, October
20th."

At 0`00, in Latitude 290-501N, Longitude 1340 -261E, he launched a
nine-plane search consisting of six carrier-type attack planes from the
ZUIKAJ J and three from the ZUIHO. These planes were directed to nearch a"
arc 1040(T) to 2300(T), to a radius varying from 280 miles to 370 miles
W•in 1780 (T) as the base search line.*

Also at 0700 he received Commander Advance EBpeditionary Force
Bp~sOpOrd No. One directing the ieployment and disposition of the submarinea
of thie "A" and "B" Groups.** This was of little concern to him at this
moment since these deployments were to be south of Latitude 14N and his
"present plans c&Uled for him to proceed to the eastuard of Luzon Straits*'
(mean Latitude about 200 -OO'N).

At 0705, somewhat ahead of time, he changed course to 205 0 (T).

At 0851 a member of his staff (likely the staff engineer) informed
the Main Force that during the night SdGI' s boiler room oil, fil ers had
clogged, stopping her main engines and all other machinery and cautioning
all. ships to carry out the cleaning of oil filters, at the same time exer-
cising care to prevent salt water from entering the oil tanks.N*• THIS
iNCIDENT IS INSEITED HERE BECAUSE IT SEEMS TO BE A REVEALING SIDELIGHT ON
THE STATE OF TRAINING OF ENGINEERING POgRCZ PF.RSON AFTER THREE YEARS OF

S~WAR.

M. At tbQu 0900 he received a contact report. Irom his 68arch planes
on tw) surfaced wmar-ines, one in Latitmle 25fo'-00P Longitude 1.3 )-2

* Petaltl• Action Report T•3r~d Air Group, October 20th - 25th, 1944,
•I)C Docuxe"ret 161(00, NA 12605; also Detatl.tj kction Rmpx)rt ýU.[IAKU,
,ShM No. I opera. tion, Oc-tober 2•4th 25th, 1944, )(" Docuxwnt 161.08.

"•* ComnwAr," Ad-,rance EL-q~i~itionary Force Dispat ch 2)2005 October 19411,
to Advft ce xpeqdit,.onary Force*, all fleet aind squadron commanders
Cs'4imbred KLeet, Jotciilod Act-ico fthport biATh V k.,t;0 No. 1. Open ;ti~on,
October .8 - 28th, Ji4, WI)C DOzunint ,1V1O5, NA 1'-144.
C~f GoMa~j ircvi WFt U patch Ž&vu3( Octokber 1( -44t al' ervl
DO~taA': ed Action hepoOt No.I, ;IY1A.K), SHOC No,. IL Opera tio.n, cto~
201~ A . ~ 94~ D~~n. )e1~7.
to Main AU'or-c e , Action Re n) t 34iuui U 's}O Nta o. I Operato i,

[1944 WIC• t(t "C"08



jo)MAiN FORCE
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td one in LaAtuituda A-40'N, Longitude 1.330-200E. He noted that une sub-
marine had been identified as friendly vile the other had been unidenti-
fiede* Hosever, since (h) he knew that six sut -arines (I-38, 41, 44, 46,
53, 1-43) had departed Swano Suido on October 18th and 1Wth,** and were
likely on a souther4- course, And (b) the unidentified submarine was along
his general track, which was also southerly, he appears -to have decided
'ttt it I.kawise was friendly, for he took no action.*

4L (C930 he issued instructions concerning radar gmrd.***

Also at 03 ',e reoeived a report from the Comumding Officer CHIT0SE
that &. floating Mine hae been sighitedW•** and a reconmeru&tion that the Main
Force rmairtain an alert against floating minas.*4 W**

At 10$' he issued iWtractions for the radio deceptior. to be eaployed
later wberein he pointed out, that (a) several lengthy dispatches wv•nd be
sent em•poyirna, different call signals and as far as possible, different
transmittere foz each dispatch, (b) ten -r mere dispatches wulId be sent
relative to aircraft movements and security, employing different codes, etc.,
in order to vreate the impressioc the carriers were operating and (c) in-
direct cicý- uai. ttion would be carried out between OYODIO and one carrier of
CARDIV 'P **M-N*I'

During the forenoon he (a) received a dispatch***-** announcing the
possible transmission of falae messages rrfc Easterm Radio Number One (Takyo
!•i'' n an effort to incrva5e the effectiveness of his r*Sio decepti,'n
meazires (since the proredu-es had alrady been set up, this meisage was a
preca•Aionarý wessage to other commands to be on the alert for false

* Detniled Action Report Main Force, SHO No. 1 LperatiorOctober

20th -.- 29th, 1944, )DC Document 161005, NA 1174.•
Japanesc Monograph No. 184, Submarine Operations ir thc Third Pha",
Operations, Septuember 1944 - February 1945, GHQ, FEC, Military
History Section, Japanese Research Division, Atigust 23rd, 1954.

*1 Comnerder Main Force Visual Dispatch 210930 October 1944 to Main
Force (Main Forct SigOrd No. 5), Detailed Action Report ZUIRAKU,
SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th - 25th, 1i4, WDC Document
161008.
Detailed Action Report 'HITOWE, SHO No. I Operatiou, October
20th - 25th, 1944, WDG Document 161008.

-• -•*. CHITSE Vie-ual Dispatch 210935 October 19144 to Main Force, Detailed
Action Report ZUIHO, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th - 25th, 19144,
W)C Document 161008.

*#*~~ Ceoauner Main Force Visual Dispatch 211030 October 1944 to Main
Force, Detailed Action Report ZUIHO, SO No. 1 Operation, October
20th - 25th, 1944, VDC Document 161008.

*Coomroder IST CewtIned Comonication Unit Dispatch 211.002 October

1944 to Coammiiczat ions Officer Main Force, info Combined Fleet
Ciuu:dere, DAt•.il.it Action Report. ZU1I1O, 6fHO No. 10peration,

October 2,ý0h- "ýth, 1%4g, WeC Document 161(X)8.
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CO MAIN FORCE
Ocmober X1st

dispatches) and (b) received a confirmation* fTom CinC Combined Fleeat con-
firming X-day as October 25th and Y-4ay as Oc•ber 24th.

THE ABOVE DISPATCheS (INCLUDING THAT ISSUED BY COTItDER MOBILE
FORCE ON THE PREVIOUS DAY WHHEitIN HE STATED THAT IT MIGHT R1 NEC1TaSS•AY, IN
ORDER TO DIVERT AND LURE THE EDHYY, FOR THE OYOOO AND ONE CARDIV FOUF ifIP
TO CARRY OUT RADIO DECYPTION)** SHOW RATHER WELL HOW, THROUGH SUCH C00-
TROLLE) RADIO DECEPTION, O0OMANDER MAIN FORCE HOPKD TO ACCMPLISH HIS
DIVERSICh! OBJECTIVE WITH THE MAIN FORCE ONLY. THE BASCS OF THE PLAN APPEARS
TO HAVE BEEN THE EfPECATION THAT, BY THE TILX.Nt4ISSION OF DUMMY DISPATCHES
RELATING TO AIRCRAFT MNVJ±MENTS AND SECURITY, HEI., ••I) BE ABLE (A) TO CREATE
THE IMPRESSION IN T1E ALLIED CWANDS CON CERNED THAT ENIY CARRIERS OR OTHER
STRONG FORCES WERE OPERAsTING IN THE AREA TO THE NORTH OR NORTHEASTWARD OF
THE PHILIPPINES AND (B) THEREBY TO DECOY SUCH ALLIED FORCES INTO THAT AREA
AND AWAY 7FEIM THE PHILIPIV:NES, THUS REDUCING THE OPPOSITION THAT THE FIRST
STRIYING FORSE WOLU LIKELY EN(COUNTER IN ITS MOVDET TO THE OBJECTIVE AREA,

Also during the Cor.noon he received certain contact reports on enemy
ships as shown on Pý.ate fIDl. Of these contacts those of most importance to
him *ere the more northerly contacts, i.e., (a) the 202325 radio direction
fi:whkr fix or; a power:'ml task force of twenty ships east of Lamrn Bay
(Contact A), (t) the 0012 radio direction finder fix 220 miles east of San
Bernaniino Strait (Contact B), (c) the 0920 contact on surface ships bearing
0910(T), distant 420 miLes from Manila (Contact r,), (d) the 0935 contact on
one battlelship and twenty-four other ships be..ring 350 0 0(), distant 160 miles
from Suluz.n Island, which placed it about eighty miles to the northeaettmr 4

of San Bernardino Strait (Conta:t I) &;d (P) at ltO a large force beo'tzg
o70 0(T), distant fifty-four miles from Catanduanes Island (Co'ntact J). His
interest in these contacts lay in the fa(t that it was most likely these
units which he would be called upon to divort to the north and east.

At 1202, in approximate position 29°-05'N, 133°-$9'E, his flagship,
the ZUIKAKU, detected torpedo no-ses on bearing 220. All nhips inmedlately
took evasive action and some in acco iance %ith his orders, dropped (feptf,.
charges with unlknown results.**-

Bince there were no Allied submari.es in this area and since anr
J-qearc'se submarines would likely have identified this force as Jpk.'.eva
b#4ceust of the pecullar construction of tne IS aid 'I1UGA, it Is ajsiu:td
that the torrwdo¼ noise'u heard were not torpedo noises at all but, if anv-
things,, wrue noiser l. ti by a black fish or a whale.

* ClnC Co)mbln•d WI a.ct I)iis5rtch 21].0 ] October 194). to Corrhir,(&. FT',et
Coamondors. ;'e .dt:, I r Act. -) II,,t.;ot itU (, 21}1) No. 1 0;(r rt ,_r:.,

(.ct ober A)t ' - !1, 1944, WDC Por-n1'-it. 161(X)8.
Go (ofS Mob.ile -reisri.ae''t1ch "(f l0 OUct.o1 ,er 1904 t(, Gin,' Grmnýined Flet,.
Det-ai-ed 'clit) ieport KIJWA, lkttle off the PhilipiirlvtL, loctbP.'.\)tIh -

LO6t. I .1.944, , & Dww wr . IJ~l'71, NA '11.803O
*0* iPet.ij led t. lum.port ZII RAKU , ill] No. I Oje:. t i , , t (4,"r *('tt -

Stih, 19/44, W)C D1) o ,n 10'' 1p; aiso I)etailed A C- . , ',, ,i ZLIPK
t

siHb> No. I Opt ttios:, ( 'xt ., 21ThI. - ''•.tl, 19•41, i1)t i '.to . WITh14 ,.
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?',bably about 1300 he r-,r:Difed a precautionary dispatch* frox the
ChhLef of Staff SW Arma Forme warning addressees that the eneV B-24 recmt-
naissance attack rta-e had been eartended to Puerto Prinme!a and San Jobe
S(Mdoitt) vid tu be alert. Sinen the Main Force was far to the north of
it-.f seart.h area he s not cen.erned, but it likely confirmed hia previ.o-s
e-stimate that the AYU- lidearchoe %rere becowrdng broader and therefore 'Jo.-
creasinely 4ang•roui.

He continued u n0P base course of 205'(T) duriig the afternoon. At
141.2, a wa aiarne having been reported in the vicinity of Latitude 2S°-55'N.
Longitude 13f.45'E (about thirty mdlen •est el the force), ne directed the*
CHI'ZLE to launch two carrier attach palne3 to patrol ýhe area until sunsettK

Dvxii'a: t'• *.rly aftermoon he received a 1330 ccract report. '#b.#ih
iuvplified the 1040 report (Contact ý) ard declared that it -onsis"ed, among
other units, of four carriers, fiv( battleships and twenty-two others.***

At 3123 he informeo his comnand that no fuiir+ier hfttrrhes wovd be
comr•cteA that day.**•** Undnubtedly, this aecibion waa arrived at after
having received Cormaailer 'Western Attack Force T0' s dispatch of 1100,
wherein that noaarnder directed (a) the Okinawa-based aircraft to fly an
ar.tizutarine patrol for the Main Foree betw'*n, L2tit1e 7ON wy 221N
searching one day'c rim ahead of the force along its track and (b) a two-
plane local A/S patrol be flown during daylight.*****

At 1425 he advrised the comw.id that 'ie iPaed t",at one *f his scout-
ing planes had h•A a fc;,Ied 3andig, bearing 180 0 (T) and directed the
SHIMOTCUKI to proceed at once to render assistance.****

-M* Sof q Area Force Dispatch 211231 October 1044 to Main Force, -
Have Air Force, DESRFtK 1I, Main Force, War Diary ZUIHO, October
let - 25th, 1944, 1Dr" D)cuvsnt 161636, NA 11973.

5* 'Co-mrndmr Main Forco Visu a Dispatch 211412 October 1944 to Main
FoMce, Detailed Action Report ZUIKAKU, SHO No,, I Operation, October
20th - 2xth, 1944, M)C Document 61008.

W 4*• Daily Record of the Wax S, tuutiop, 4TH Air Army, GAQ, F•.C Sprcial
it,.- CGo .... tion, 3&upportlng D0owJ1.3,ts to General of the Army

Do•uglas MacArthurlb Historical Report oni Allied Operations in the
Southvmst Pacific Area (Item 4, Footlocker 10 of 10, SWPA Series,
iole 1i).

•*** Commnder Main Force Viaiual. 1-ioLclh M-423 October 19M4 to Main
For.e, Detailed Action Report ZUIHO, SHO No. I Operation, October
20th - 25th 194", WDC Docum(ent -61(00R8

• **-" Commander .! t(o-'i Attatk Forc,, TWC T< hehone Dispatch 211100
October 19!,4 to Okinawn Air Group and 4TV ltecort Force, (Westerr,
Attack Force 'IM SigDesOrd No. 1), Detailed Action Rep)rt No. 2,
5TH Attack Unit (752nd Air Group)" October 2Znd - 2krh, '4•4,
WDC Dociu•et 1610X¥!, NA 12605.

S** • Ccnvwbuor Main F':r:,rýo Visual Dispatch 01,425 (Octoher 1944 to Main
Force, Detailed Actc"n Report ZOIKAKU, 'AHCi N-t, 1 CrPeratit:n, October

Ith- 25th, 194" '1-.C Docum'ernt It•.
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About this time he received, ao an information addressee, a dispatch
from Comamer SW Area Force directing the SECOND Striking Force to advance
to Manila by ar.ly morning October 23rd at the latest.*

This we of importance to him for not only had he been informed on
Ootober 19th that the SECOND Striking Fvrce might be returned to the Main
Fore,• but he had on OctGber 20th issued instructions to his command and
preswu•bly also to Commader SECOND Striking Force, wherein he had prescribed
the plan to be followed after the return oi that force to his comand. In
this plan the SERD Striking Force waa to act as a lure to divert the Allied
carri-are to the northwest and the Kw:n Force was then to strike the carriers
fro the flink.**

This we a great change from hic present plan which, it will be re-
called, proviAed for the Main Force to act as a lure to divert. the enemy to
the north and if a favorable opportunity ar-se to attack and destroy him.

While it is not believed that at t~iis rel'qtively late hour (he had
already sortied) he had placed much reliance on ths, chance that the SECOND
Striking Force miii g be returned to him, nevertheless he could not completely
ignore the possibility. However, he now knew that unless these orders were
changed the SECOND Striking Force wbiuld not oe retunred to him for this force
could not be east of Luzon Strait ano in Manila Day on the same day (X-2);
and therefore, the difficult task of diverting the Allied carrier forces to
the north would fall an the Main Force alone.

By this time h.i had received a 1400 radio direction finder fix on a
task force 200 miles eaot of Lamon Bay (Contact L),

It could now estimate the contacts in ahich he had primary interest
to be: Three task forces fixed by radAo, tlo groups of surface ships
(sighted visually) to the norttastward of San Bernardino Strait, plus one
four-carrier task group off Catanrduanes I,land.

While hId estimato of the composition of the task groups fixed by
radio dl rection finder is ant known, it seems probable, in view of the fact
that two of these tank groups were eonsidered large or powerful, that he
estimated them to consist of three-foul' carriers and estimated the other,
to consist of perhaps o~ie to tv carriers or & total anong these three
groups of from seven to tp:a carriers. This toia.1 when included with the
four carriers wIich had Leen sighted off San Bernanlino Strait, would have
given nic an estimated tot,01 of from eleven to fourmasen carriers north of

* Comider SW Area Force Dispatch 211251 Ofther 19414 to o(mnunders 21I;

Strikfing Force, CRUDIV 16, L';ro 6TH Base Aix Force 1SW Area Fore
Deop5Ord No, 678), Det•bled A.-tior, hepor1t HI1U, SHO No. 1 Operation,
October l8th - 26th, 11;4, WDC Document .610')7.

** Comonaider . .bile Fo•'ce Diapatch X-)6-21. Octobr 1 944 to )Mnblle Force

(Mobli Force DesOpOrd ko. 62), Detaled Action lReyort haiLn Force,
S.HO No. I1 (erarý;ion , oke, obe•' 20(th - 24.h, 194.4 ýiDC L.wcuirwnt UdLWY
NA .1744.
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At 1500 the CHITOSE launched the two carrier planes ordered for the
antimibuarine patrol. However, since one plane crashed on take off the
patrol was conducted by the remaining plane only,*

Scmtim in the afternoon, as an infomation addressee, he most
likely received a dispatch from Chief of Staff SW Area Force to Commander
SECOND Striking Force wherein the chief of staff listed various movements
of araw forces.** He was most interested in that part of this dispatch
where it stated that in the opinion of Commander SW Area Force CRUDIV
•TMTT-O and DESWN ONE should carry out a penetration attack through

Surigao Strait in coordination with the attack by the FIRST Striking Force,
sin¢e it taded to confirm his feeling that the SECOND Striking Force would
not be returned to him.

A short time later he received a dispatch in which Commader SW Area
Force assumed command of all naval air forces assembled in the area and as-
signed tasks to SW Area Force units.,*E

At 1530 he learned froy a THIRTM-THIRD Special Base Force dispatch•**
that according to army intelligence reports the enemy had apparently landed
on Rapu Rapu Island***** (Rapu Rapu lies north of San Bernardino Strait,
uboat twenty-five miles east of Legaspi).

This report was of considerable interest to him because it indicated
landing operations in the vicinity of San Bernardino Strait. However, since
he already knew of Allied carriers and surface forces in this area and since
his own problem was not at the moment adversely affected thereby, he decided
to do nothing. It seems likely that he wondered why the Allies were sei zing
this small mountainous island which appeared to be of no military conse-
quence.

SDetailed Action Report CHITOSE, SHe No. 1 Operation, October 20th -
25th, 1944, WxC Document 161008.

* GeotS SW Area Fcrci Dispatch 211322 October 1944 to 2ND Striking
Forca, CX)I(IRCUDIV 16, info CinC Combined Fleet, 1ST Striking Force,
Main Force, Imperial GHQ (Navy Section), Detailed Action Report
CRUDIv 16, SHO Operation, October 17th - 27th, 1944, WDC Dociment
161(x)5, NA 11744.

•** Commwyur SW Area Force Dispatch 211345 October 1944 Lo Commnanders
5TH and 6111 Base Air Forces, 954th and 955th Air Groups, info Corn-
maanders 1,-T and 2ND Striking Forces, Main Force, Detailed Action
R~eport IST ftrikii~g Forte, SW, Operations, October 1.6th - 28th,
19,i4 , WMDC Docuhnnt 161641, NA il.39)

***The 3'31d) Special B~ase '~~wa part. of tii. ItLilippirieL3 FtrLe-,, wais
lOca'ed in the ",bu Area (Pr,, USAFF•Y MiiltarY [istory .A tiln,
. etter 0c0.obt r 27th•,. 19,Y4 , to Pr.'rnjcnt, Naval war Colloge
i'ic~cosure l )

•...-M 3'd) Srecijal llote Force Dit.patch 11 94-1 (ct4ober I! ,A, iddremieem
unknow-, )etailed Action ltep')rt Main Fcrce, ShO No. I 'at n
(October 0th - :9t h, 1-444, WVC; fOonuieint 1.61{ 4')5, NA T17414ý
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During the day Oander Main Force studied the tentative plan pro

poued by the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet* which had been received at 1730
the previous evening. Heo likely examined the implications of this proposal,

comparing it with the combat methods prescribed in the Mobile Force basic

plan for the SHO Operation. (It will be recalled that this latter plan, as

has been mentioned in Volume II, * included five combat tactical methods,***

anyone of which might be employed.)

Hs could readily see that the second of these five eeteods; ire.,

Method OTSU, which provided that "The Main Force will, dvide into tvv units

for the operation. A detachment will be asaeined to carry out a diver-

sionary movement in order to facilitate the overall operation.", more nearly

matched the above tentative plan proposed by the Chief of Staff Combined

Fleet. However, he could also see that the OTSU plan differed from the

tentative plan primarily in that whereas (a) in the OTSU plan the division

of the Main Force was intended to effect a d::mersion, (b) in the tentative

plan the division was not to occur until after the diversionary operations
had been completed and was then to destroy enemy remnants.

Since he (a) had been advised to keep the tentative plan in mind

and (b) realized that CONCARDIV FOUR should prepare the necessary plans,

he wisely decided to inform his command thereon.

Accordingly, at 1605 his Chief of Staff (a) informed the force that

"depending on the results of air operations scheduled for the 24th, UARDIV

FOUR (HTUGA, ISE) and the four large destroyerq comprising DESDIV's FORTY-

C= and SIXTY-ONE might be ordered to the area east of Samar to destroy

remnants of the enemy in coordination with the attack on that area by the

FIRST Striking Force and (b) direcLed COWCARDIV FOUR to prepare the necessary

plans in case such an operation was ordered.4'~ This was the same operation

referred to the previous day by the Chief of Stiff Combined Fleet,***-** who

visuallzed an opportunity to utilize the fourteen• inch guns of the HYUGA and
ISE.******
* CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 201412 October 1944 to CofS Main Force,

Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. 1 Operation, October

20th -29th 1944, WC Docuen
" " Volume II, Battle for Leyte Gidf (NavPers 9a94), Naval War Cý,lege,

1955, Chapter V1, (A), Operations of CinC Combined Fleet.
Mobile fore Operation Order No l6, Augvst 10th, 19", Section 1V,
Combat Methods, Page 12, ATLI Document No. 39, Part 1, ,.pril 2Vend,
1945 (NAU1I Document).

S**• CofS Main Fore Visual Dispatch 211605 October 1944 to Main Force,
Detailed Action Report Z1JIKAAU, sHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th -

25th, 194,, WDC Document 1610.
•***�* CbfS Omb•oned Fleet Dispatch Z01412 Ocgobt-r 1944 to CotS Main Force,

Detailed Action Report. ZUJIAK0, 3HO No. i (Oeratlon, October 2{)ti-

25th, 19%4, WDC Document L61(X)8.
• **•*" Japanese Naval Vesbele at the Er& of tte .ar, April 25th, 1945,

Adminiatrativ% Division, Second Demobilization hWreau (Ccnpilled by

Shiozuo Fruiý.tv, C.,truýut.xor Lieut.1Lrt1rt Comnmaui er, ex--IJN ).
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Ormtober 21.zt

IT L$ OF DtEBT THAT 'Z¶!IS CONCEPT OF 'TMPORAURTY D.ETACHXG FROM
THE CARRiED IRCE CERTAIN OF Th. HE AVY SURFACM SHIPS SUPPORTWD B! LIGHTER
CRAFT TO 4WRf OUT SUXRACK SHIP OWkRATIOMS WAS STRIKINGY SI-NILAR TO THAT

)PLOTD BY O('TH.RDFLT IN THE L9TA3LISW*4T OF TV 34 AMD TG 34,.5, DIS-
XSSED LATER IN THIS AN'LSIS.

At 1700 the CHITOE carrier attack plane o antirutwarine patrol
returned having made no cor•tacts.*

At 1710, after notifying the Main Force that an ene'y ultra short
wve radio transmission had been intercepted, he directed all ships to en-
Sorea rndio diszcip.1ine.**

At 1730 his staff issued preparatory fueling orders for fueling the
naxt day, thdeh esled for the TAMA to be fueled from the ZUIKAKU, ISUZU
frm the C(IOSE, SUGI from the ZUIHO, KBIR ftrx the OYO(O, KUWA and MAY$I
from the CHIYODA. Hiwever, a ahort time later (18310) these plane were
cancelled for reasons unknown to this study.

At 1800 he issuted his air operations Wian for the 22n1. It pro -ided
for (a) a search departing at 0530 by six pJ& sa from tha ZUJ.K{KU and three
from the CHITOSE (with base Line 200'(T)), kb, an antisubmarine pA.rol of
tuo planes from thek L(Y1ODA from 0530 .- 1(2W and two troim the CHITOSE from
12(0 - 1100 to augment that providen by ehore-basod aircraft, (o) the
attack gi'oup plnes .to be on No. Two Alert from 0530 until 1090 and (01) a
four-plans CAP to ke on alert from 0530 until suneet (0530 ..- I20,"ZUJ1KkKU

amvi -12W - aunmset, Zv:III) ',**

At 1807 (it is zrsceieved by BATDPF ONE at thti timii) lie received,
as an infor3ation addrexsso, t dispatch from ComnLanide2 SEkXX)Nt;' Striking Force
wherein that commander adrlsed the various commands that the SECOUND Striking
Force planned to depa"rt Make on that day antd to arrive at the entrance to
Manila Bay at about 07(X) Octotber 23n11,i.1 it' he had had any .lingering
hojes that this unit would return to his cr'i-d, this disTxptch clearly
dispelled them. he was on hirs owlnt

lnicativo' of the st•.te of tra'ining of the air group, the following
looses were sustained as a resnult of the day'n air operatione: (a) of the

"* fetaile Action Report, ,hfCM., CHO No. I Operation, October 20th -
25th, !9.g44, W)c Docmennt 161008.

0* Conmander Rain Force Visual Dinpatch 211,710 Octo't"r 1944 to Mlain

Fomre, Detafled AcW-ton Report 1SUZU, Battle off the Philippines,IOctober 20t, - 79th, 1944, ý41C Documeint 1.61(X)10.
SGoumaner .Ma~in Forco Viw~l Dispatch (Wl800 October 19.41ý to Fain

Force (Rain 5o•. ig_)rd No. 8.), Detall.md Action Iitv.wrt L qhA£UA
SHO Noý 1Ope.ration, October 20>th - 25th, 19"ý WC DOLk-etont, lol(X).
SCosmaruir 2ND S~triklng Force DJ -patch 2)11455 October 4,41 to 0mm-
*vider SW Aresa F-csq#e War Distry BATDIV I, October 11944, WDG Docum ent

161638, N -1739.
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ni), Planes which had conducted his morning search, one had made a forced
l•••gW on Okinawa and ome, unable to locate its carrier, had made a forced
la\=lig in the water;* (b) of the twvi planes which had been launched from
the CHUIM8 about 1500, one had crashed on take off due to engine trouble;**

j and (,) one plane crash-landed on the ZLIKAKU.*** This was a loss of three
aircraft for the day from twenty-one sorties, a casualty rate of fourteen
jwr cent. It reduced the number of aircraft within the Main Force from U6
to 113 which was not an auspicious beginning for a conmand where every air-
craft carried was at a premium and bears out the statement of the Senior
11taff Oftficer Main Foere that many of his pilots were incomq)etely
tr••i9,d.**** Vath respect to the plane which crash-landed on ZUIKAKU, the
ahionk% of any statement concerning its losw leads one to believe that it
kws oalvaged and could be wade aerviceable. It is interesting to note that

Xamwinder Main Force omitted arn mention of ths loss of the CHITOSE attack

At 1e30 he directed his comand that commencing at 0600 on the fol-
lowing morning Mo. One Radar Alert and No. Three Sonar Alert were to be in
effct.*******

Sametim durinS the day he received information that fourteen to
fiftevn battleships and cruisers and eighty transports were in Leyte

At 1915 he received word from the ISUZU that since 1750 she had had a
continucus submarine contact on bearing 0050 (T), signal strength fivet*****"
What this was is not known as there were no Allied submarines in the vicin-
ity. However, since the contac' , if true, uas to the north and since he
was heading s• •th at sixteen knots, he took no action even though the
signal as strong. It is assumed that he decided that he did not wish to

* Detailed Action Report, SHO No. 1 Operation, 653rd Air Group,
Ontober 20th - 25th, 1944, WDC Document 161004, NA 12605.

** War Diary CHITOSE, October let -, 31st, 1944, WDC Document 161.636.
War Diary ISUZU, October lt - 31st, 1944, kVC Document 161638,
MA 11973.

MM Letter from Captain Toshikazu Ohmae, ex-IJN (former Senior Staif
Officer Main Force) to Mr. Clarke H. Kawakami, World War ii Battle
Evaluation Group, Naval War College about May 23rd, 1952.

SDetailed Action keport Main Force, SHO No. 1 Operation, October
20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

*(Commander Main Force Visual Dislptch ?f1130 October 1944 to Main
Force (Main Force SigOrd No. 9), Detailod Action Report ZUIKAKU,
SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th - 25th, 1944, WDC Document 161("A.

-A•** Appended CMart Ii, neemy Fleet Diapositiono on October 21st, J41,
D•,takled Action Report Main Force, SH) No. 1 Operation, Octolgr
2-i- 29th, :1944, •DC Document 161005, NA M1744.

* *MM' t* C~aonding Officer 1SUZU Visual Dispatch 2J.1915 October 944 to

Main Force, Detailed Action Report KUWA, Battle off the Philip-
pinom, October 2(4th - 26th, 1944, WDC Docunient 161717, NA I1801.
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dispatch destroyers from his disposition to investtgate this for the sound
reasons that (a) the fuel expmxitures in rejoining and (b) the possibility
of being forced to break 'adio silence to guide the destroyers back to the
disposition were both unacceptalte.

It seem that possibly at 2102 (it waa received by COfCRUDIV SIXTM
at this time) he received, as an information addressee, a dispatch from the
Chief of Staff SW Area Force to CinC Lombined Fleet wherei.n that. ceinder
stated, among other thinga, that it was the opinion of SW Area Force head-
quarters that CRIDIV TlWTt-ONX and DESRW ONE, under command of Coander
FIRST StrikIng Force, should participate in the decisive battle operations
of the FIBST Striking Force and execute a penetration through Surigao
Strait.*

At 2-130 he recioved Oounkander SW Area Force's 211345 wherein that
*onunander outliied the operational policy of the SW Area Force after the
311TH Base Air Force had noved to the Philippines.** This dispatch concerned

M-• , greatly as i- indicated, in general, the broad employment of the FIFTH
and SIXTH Base Air Forces and, in particxlar, atressed the air strikes
agaInst Allied carriers and invasizsn forces which had always been the basic
factor in the 310 One plan*** &id which had been emphasized on the previous
day by CinC Comabined Fiee•.*

At 2300 he received a dispatch from Ootwander Supply Force which in-
formed him that his oilers wou2d be departing on schedule, of their prospec-
tive movements., aik of the expected comiposition of the supply groups on
sortie.***** Thi tn."wntio;, w of' considerable importance because it
affected his freedom of action.

S CGofS SW Area Forc3 Dispatch 21 ",,4 October 19lt to CinC Combined
Fleet, Commanders 2ND striking hvrce, CHhJDIV 16, etc,, info Com-
mandecs IST Striking F-ce,, ýTH a d 6TH Lase Air Forces, Main Force,
Detai•ed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO 50Oeration, October 17th - 27th,
1944, WMG Documuent ILA(V$, NA 11744.
Commander SW Area Forct DPsluptch ,'111345 October 1941 to Cosanders
5TH an(" 6TH Ba@,: Air Forces, 94T'h and 9&5th Air Groups, IST anr)
2ND Striking Forces, NaIrn Force tSW Area Force DesOpOrd No. 679),
Detailed Action Report Kin Force. 3110 No. 1 Operation, October
20th - 2'ith, i944, WDG Docurn..'.t 16i(X)5, NA 117144.

* Mobile Forve (Žperatlon OUrer No. 7!,, August loth, 1944, ATIS Docu-
ment No. 39 Part 1, Apri! 11.1I, 1945. (NACIUL Document)

*t¶** ('nC Comblned Fleet W.sphtch K08913 October 1944 to Combined Fleet,
CinC Southeni Anmy, impti xt.G ,Q (Navy Section), (Tina Area Fleet,

r)IC• (Ckmlflned Fleet UeOlp'r N,-. 363), War Diary BATDIV 1,
0(ttbrer 1941, W) Doc.u6•,.t 8, NA 11739.
( GA*vmarit:ý Main Force 3uyi:P, c •-' DinJpatch 211'l05 October, 1944 to
Uo:unqnder Main Force, Cion' ý)nt dienod Fleot, etc., Detailed Action
F'evrt $ain FVrce, ,pp ... y 1",re Octoher '1st - November let, 1944+,
WC Dor 1wnt 161044
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At 2400 the force, still on course 2050 (T), approximate speed six-
teen knots, was in the vicinity of Latitude 260 -40'N, Longitude 133P.O0'E,
or about 275 miles east of Okinawa.*

(a) Operations of Commwnder Main Force Supply Force, October 21.st.**

At 1505 Ommander Supply Force having completed his estimate of
the situation issued instructions to his command wherein he directed in part
that (a) the FIRST Supply Group (TAKANE MARU and ESCORTS Non. 22, 29 and 33)
was to move from TbkuyamaM** to arrive Koniya*O** October 23rd, (b) the
SROD Supply Group (JINEI MAHU, AKIKAZZ and ESCORTS Moe. 31, 43 and 132)
ws to depart Kure on October 23rd to arrive at Amami 0 Shima October 25th
and (a) advised both supply groups to take adequate antisubmarine precau-
tions.•

(1) Operations of Comander FIRST Supply Group.

At 2100 Cosmander FIRST Supply Group in Escort No. 33 with
the FIRST Supply Group (TAKANE MARJ, Escorts 22, 29 and 33) departed Toku-
yam&, where the TAKANE MARU had taken on a bulk cargo of fuel oil, and pro-
ceeding at thirteen knots through the Inland Sea, headed for Bungo Suido
which he expected to transit during the night. He was en route to Koniya,
where he was scheduled to arrive at 1500 October 23rd and where he wao to
fuel the Main Force.

(2) Operationb of Camnander SECOND Supply Group.

During this day Com.inLder SECOND Supply Group, in the AKIKAZE
with the SMO)ND Supply Group (JINEI MARU, AKIKAZE, Escorts Nos. 31, 43 and
132), remainex atlure where he was completing preparations for sortie. It
seems probable 'hat prior to atriving at Kure he had first fueled at Tokujama
since he had been originally ordered there.

* Appended Track Chart, Detailed Action Report ZUIHO, SHO No. I Opera-
tion, October 20th - 25th, 1944, WDC Document 161008.
Detailed Action Report Main Force Supply Force, October 21st - Novern-
ber let, 1944, WDC Document 1610$8.

NON Tokuyana in SW Honshu in the Inland Sea, ms the site of a naval fuel
depot.

*** Koniya is the principal vlilaie in SW Amauli 0 Shima. it Is on the
northern shore of 0 Shima Channel and about three miles from its
eastern eitrance.

****-* C nder Main Force Supply Force Dispatch 211505 October 1944 to
Comuander Main Force, GinC Combined Fleet, etc., [Mtilo•d Action
Report Main Force Supply Force, October 21st - November ist,
WD• Document 1610".
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(3) Operations of Coyander Advance Expeditionary Force, Octobtir 21st.

One submarine, the 110-46, departed the Inland Sea during the day for
the Philippine area.* With the sal.ing of this submarine, a total of eleven
submarines (1-26, 38, la, 45, 46, 53, 54, 56, RO-4], 4.3, 46) mere now en
route to or in the Philinpine area with orders to deploy to the eastwed of
the Philippines in a manner shown in Plate XIVI. One or more mere sighted
by aircraft of the Main Force during the day while proceeding on the surt-
face,** and one was sighted at 1712 by the Allied submarine BAREEL in
approximate position Latitude 23o-001N, Longitude 132o-00E.o*W Other than
the. above, the submarines do not appear to have made any contacts or attacks
during the day.

(4) Operations of Commander SIXTH Base Air Force, October 21st.

At midnight Comnandeie SIXTH Base Air Force was in his Takao head-
quarters aweiting contacts from the night search being made by his radar-
equipped planes of the 901st Air Group operating from Toko. He was alert
to the possibility that a part )f the Allied "task force" might return to
Formosa and launch a surprise al tack against his forces concentrated there.

His searches from Toko show clearly that he (a) feared such carrier
strikes and (b) realized that they were an Allied capability of considerable
danger to himself and probably wondered why it ws that so far he had been
permitted to operate in the Forinsa area with perfect freedom of action for
the past week and had been allowed to reorganize and reinforce his command
with no interference whatsoever.

At 0013 he advised his coimiand by dispatch that the (a) SIXTH Base
Air Force would execute night attacks from Formosa airfields on October
22nd (b) flying units would move up to the Philippines on the same day,
and 1c) general offensive was tentatively scheduled for October 23rd.***

At 0046 his chief of atL-[ informed Commander Western Attack Force
ONE in Kyushu by dispatch***** that it had been (a) decided to carry out

* Merit Rating Reports for Naval Ship Units Subaarine Operations,
October 1944), W)IC Document 161011.
Appendix, Summary of Main Force Air Operations in the Sf1 No. I
Operation, Detailed Action Roport Main Force, SHO No. 1 Operation,
October 20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

*** CINCPAC - CINCPOA Weekly Intelligence Bulletin, Volume 1, No. 16,
October 27th, 1944.

IM** nommanr'ier 6TH Base Air Force Dispatch 210013 October 1944 to 6TH
Base Air Force, Detailed Action Report No. 2, 102nd and 103ri Attack
Units (701st Air Group), October 22rO - November )Sth, 1944, iDC
Document 161293, NA 12505A.

***** Cof 6TH Base Air Force Dispatcn 210(V,6 October 1944 to Western
Attack Force 1, info 6TH hase Air Force, War Diary, 103rd Attack
Unit (70let Air Group), Kokubu Detachment, October 13th - 31*t,
1944, WDC Document 1.6025P, NA 12592.
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on October 23rd th* SH One general offensive by the SIXTH Base Air Force
ordered by Octbined Fleet Des(OOrd 363 and 'b) tentatively decided that the
SEC01D Attack Group, Table 2, was to conduct a dusk and night attack on
October 22nd.

Since, by this sohduling of the general offensive for October 23rd;
he was anticipating by one day the date specified in CnC Combined Fleet's
order,* and since his reasons for so doing are nowhere stated, it see
pertinent tt speculate upon them. Several reasons present themselves.

The primary reason appears to have been a forecast of bcd neather
for October 23rd - 24th which, if eventuated, would likely anchor his planes
in Formsa. (It will be shown later that the weather was so bad on the 23rd
that the attack units which had succeeded in sortieing were forced back to
base.)** Based on this danger he acted to advance his projected movement
into the Phflippinlm by the one day referred to above and to likewise advance
the date of the general air offensive.

THAT METEOROLOGICAL MA¶1ES HAD BEM GIVEN CONSIDERATION BY THE
JAPAMSE HIGH O=fAND CAN M SEEN FROM THE INSTRUCTIONS ISSUED TO THE MOBILE
FORCE WHICH STA=, "AS THESE OPERATIONS WILL BE CARRIED OUT IN THE TYPHOON
SEASON IN AN AREA MIES METEOROLOGICAL CONDITIONS ARE WELL KNOWN TO US, WE
MUST EXPLOIT THIS KNOWLEDGE TO THE FULL AND MAKE THE BEST USE OF AIR STRENGTH
AND OF THE DISADVANTAGES UNDER WHICH THE ENEM IS LABORING."***

In this case flth bad weather apparentay 'being forecast, the success
of the basic plan was thereby jeopardized because if the scheduled mwreinnt
of the SIXTH Base Air Force to the Philippines were followed, the planos
might be forced to remain in Formosa and tý -eby would be unable to accoak-
p]ish the protection objective assigned tht JIXTH Base Air Force. Should
this occur the wncle penetration plan might be delayed with the consequent
ill effects this uight have to the Japanese operations because of oil
shortages, etc. Comiander SIXTH Base Air Force mindful of the serious
effects such delay might have, therefore correctly decided to advance the
date one day. in doing so he realized that if for reasons not known to him
this action was not satisfactory to QInG Combined Fleet that comeander had
ample time to issue instructions thereon since at least two days would elapse
before the general air offensive referred to was to be executed,

* CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 200613 October 1944 to MaJor Fleet C<Au
rMnders (Combined fleet DeaspOrd No. 363), War Diary BATDIV 1, October

1944, w)C Document 16163,, NA 11739.
** Memorandum Notes of Captain Bunso Shibata, IJN, Senior Staff Of.ice~r,

6TH Base Air Force., October 10th - 23rd, 1944, Department of the Anmr
Historical Division, Microfilm HS-2 itc B.

N* Comnander iobile Force (Jitrasecret Serial 1(X)3, AIugust 10th. 1944;
"Statement of Cot'S on Task Force Operations in the SHO Operation",
parngraph F.54j., Mobile Force Operariona Order No, 76, August 10th,
1944, ATIS Documant No. 39, (Part I), April 2?nd, 1945 (NACHI
Document).
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Another reason may have been his knowlwdge that the FIFTH Base Air
Force was very weak and would not be able to accomplish mach unless the
Kamikase attacks were very successful. However,, eince the Kmikaze was as
yet an untried weapon, it could not be tspended, upon in planning. There-
fore, he Way have felt that he might require ab much as to day& with the
SIXTH Base Air Force in the Philippinos to achieve what might t" termed
reasonable success against the Allied earesers.

His reference to the night attack by the SEOWND Attack Group appeare
to refer to the attack which Conmander Western Attack Forae TWO had sched-
uled on the previous day for the evening of Oc<tober 22r. While the basic
objez-ive for this attack is not mentioned, it steai highly prcbable that
it v.s also a protection objective. This thought i* basad on the fact that
since many unitq of the SIXTH Base Air Force tere moving to the Phl-ippinea
on that very day and would be based on Luzon, the presence of the Allied
task groups believed to be operating off Lamon Bay autom&tically became a
threat of considerable magnitude to those units once they had arrived in the
Luzon area.

Therefore, he considered it neces ýan, to ftrike immediately with the
hope of gaining surprise and of w. 1Aaabling 1.he carri-ers as to gain, at
least teworarily, a respite froa sarrier air attack, ifb&t hopes he IvAd of
success in this venture are not known, btut i, seems unlikely that he was
optimistic in any degree becauee (a) (1) as point.nd Out in Volume I of this
study, his SIXTH Base Air Force had siffered crue"ly in the operatios from
October 10th -- 0719 October 17th, having lost about 5&3 planes; and, since
that time had b qn engaged in iegrouping, training wid preparing for the
Philippines op• ation, (2) its combat oft cisricy wAs low not only because
of the losses suffered with the advcrse effect thereof on &orale but. because
the reinforcements being recivei were not vsry highly trained, and (b) as
pointed out in Volumes I and ii, he -wa most iik•],y thnroughly conizant olf
the fact that the damago done to the Allied camers had, ir general, baen
heavily exaggerated.

THIS ACTION OF IA•DW SIXTH 5,ASE AIR FOR[ Oh WAS SOUND LNAM CAN bg
CLASZM) AS THE SOLUTION OF A POhLU DiNOLVIN(; MODIFICAT1:(' O(F TEr; DA3IC
SqLN. WHEN SUCH Po nBLt)iS ARISE T.[ •XMNDLR 15 AUTIHORITZE AND kEXP'ECT}D) TO
TAKE APPIhOP!ATE ACMiON IN PS T4LME' TO) CyhTROL TfIF CNFOLDING 3SITUAT1IN.*

It seeme probable tnat duritr the .ari.y mrning houra Le 1-. eved
tw dispatches of considerable Aportances The e were (a) Cionarbler FIHTrl
Ba"e Air Force DesOpOrxl No. 52, 4nich ntabaie.lied the Kwnikaze .3poc'ial A,&tack
UInits,** and (b) Commiader SE2CON)D Striking F,'orce's dinpatch, whiih cancelled

S* So-n ?&U+ter Dec)+.ion, U... Saval Wa- G -U( e, 1942, Pages 201- )i -: :.
Coemmander 5TH Base Air Foigce is, spatch 2W347 0'z-"tulPr 4t4"o
Mabalacat Air Base (5Tm Base A.Ar F'xce De.-d-•p(ni No; 5-), War Diary (2st

Air Flot illa, Oetotbr 1944, W. Doc+ivmnt Pi1643, NA )('
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the sortie orders for that force,*

His interest in the former order (ttem (a) above) was great becauae
he had probably discussed the matter with the incoming Commler FIF'H Base
Air Force** when that officer. in company with CinC Combined Pleet, had
visited him at Takao from October 16th to October 17th and as familiar
with its import to the SIXTH Base Air Force. It seems probable that at
Takao the incoming Commander FIFTH Base Air Force had atresawd Lo him the
thought, related later by the retiring Cmmander FIFTH Base .Air Force,***
that the Kamikaze units should be established because "aware that victory
could not be attained with conventional methods (of warfare) it was finally
concluded that in order to save the country there was no other method then
the crash dive tactic" **** Therefore, it ms clear to Commander SIXTH
Base Air Force that if these Kamikaze Special Attack Units were successful,
his SIXTH Base Air Force would be expected to provide similar units.

His interest in the latter order (item (b) above) steamed from the
fact that his units were providing air cover for the SECOND Striking Force
while it remained at Mako.**,•

It also seems probable that since (a) Toko was in the Takao &rea and
therefore, was in easy telephone distance of the headquarters of Commander
SIXTH Base Air Furra, (b) the two radar-equipped flying boats completed
their search to the scheduled 450 miles at 021.0 and 0215 with negative
results,*•**t* ~ad (c) the Commander of the 901st Air Group was monitoring
the frequency of these radar-equipped flying boats, Commander SIXTH Base Air
Force knew, through telephone reports at. an early hour, tf the negative
nature of the above searches. This was ixportant information because it
indicated that carrier attacks on Formosa on this day were unlikely.

Gonuander 2ND Striking Force Dispatch 202340 October 1944 to Cin..
Combined Fleet, Coeainder Takao Guard District, info Comaindere
IST' Striking Foe•rc Mobi Ie Force, 5TH and 6TH Base Air Forces,
CRUDIV lb, Chief I'T Section, Imperial GH-Q (Navy Section), Dotz,!-.d
Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Opera\tion, October 17th -- 2it,, 39W4,
WDC Docurtorx 161hX)5, NA 11744.
Vice Aditra] TýJd jiro Onishi, iJN.
Vice dmiraJ. Kipei Teraoka, IJN.

**** Diary of Vi ce Adairoal limpei Teraoka, WJN, August lst - November
!St,, 1,94, 5TH B.se Air Force in SHO Operation, GNIQ, •EC, 'ipecial
Hi•storica1 Gollection, Suvporting Documents to Generzt1 of the ArnW
Douglas MicArthur's Historical Report cn Allied Opexations in the
:o)\•thwet Pacilf.' Area (item 30, Footlocker ? •if T), SMWA Series,
Volu)me W1.)

*i-"* nankdl 6TH I.Wre Air Force Disj,atch 192331 October 1944 to C.k)-
imAder 1,4th Ctmjbined Air Group (6TH f-.e Air Force DeeCqr#(r No. %9),
War Dist DFESROHN, 1, Octobeýr 1944, WIC Document 1616"38, NJA 0.7'39.

•*•*** G•.,xder 90ist Air Group Dispatch 21(M150 October 1944 tL••oCO•t
txbii-.d 'leet, Commander 6TH Base Air Force, Detaile. Action Re-
port 901:,t Air Group, Night Searches, October 10th - 2 ih• 4 1•V ,
Mwnr Dcc ,•nt 160551, NA 120?2.
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He va undoubtedly relieved by these repo.ts for it was on the fol-
lowing day that he planned to move to the Philippines those units of the
SIXTH Base Air Force assigned to the Philippines for the defense of Leyte.S~It was clear that air strikes on this day by the Allied earriers similar in

intensity to those made in the Battle off Forw&A (October 12th, 13th and

14~th) would be highly destructive and would likely upset h.Ls plans.

At 0700 he received Commander Advance Expeaitionary Force's dispatch
202053* which assigned deployment stations off the Philippinee to the sub-

marines of the "Al and "B" Groups. This was imortant information for some
of the SIXTH Base Air Force pilots were flying over the very waters through
which these friendly submarines were now passing en route to the above sta-
tions,

During the forenoon he received the numerous contacts made by the
FIFTH Base Air Force during that time and listwd under "Operations of
mander FIFTH Base Air Force, October 21st". He was particularly interested
in the five contacts nearest Formosa since it was these contacts which might
give him trouble (a) on the followi4g morning should the carriers decide to
attack Formosa and (b) on the following day should the SECOND Striking Force
move to Luzon. These contacts were (a) at 2325 October 2Mth, a task force
of twenty ships 220 miles east of Lawn Bay (Plate XXIX) (Contact A), (b) at
0920 an Allied task force in San Bernardino Strait (Contact H), (c) at C•20
surface ships, bearing 0910 (T), distant 420 miles from Manila (Contact G),
(d) at 0935 one battleship and twenty-four other ships, bearing 350&(T),
distant 160 miles from Suluan Island (Contact 1) and (e) at 1040 a large
force, bearing 0700 (T), distant fifty-four miles from Gatanduanes Island
(Contact J). Of course, if there were no carriers in items (c), (d) and
(e), the;a -.zuld give -im no particular uoacern. But he had to be alert
for the presence of carriers.

During this time his serdor staff officer at Manila had held con-
sultations with the FOURTH Air Army relative to the deployment bases for
the SIXTH Base Air Fore** which bases were largely FOURTH Air Arn7 bases
obtained earlier from the Arnm,*** and had decided that for the present the
headquarters of Commander 31XTH Base Air Force would be at Manila with a
branch at Clark Field.**

SCommander Advance Expeditionary Force Dispatch 202053 October 1944
to Advance Expeditionary Force, All Force and Squadron Connanders,
Detailed Action Report BATDIV 1, S1O No. I Operation, October 18th -
28th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

** Memorandum Notes of Captain Bunzo Shibata, IJN, Senior Staff Officer,
6"THi Base Air Force, October 10th - 23rd, 19144, Department of the
Army, Historical Division, Microfilm HS-22, Item B.

***Philippine Air Operations, Phase I1, 1944 - 1945, IST Demobilization
Bureau Monograph, Japanese Government, October 1946, Volume 46,
Part I (CGo. Misao Matsunme, mx-IJA), Chapter 11, Paragraph (C)
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It sees likely that also during the forenoon he issued his OpOrd
No, 110 which was his b~eic directive for the (a) movement of his units to
the Philippines including their search ard attack operations en route (Ap-
pendix 1 to SIXM Bas. Air Force OpOrd No. 110), (b) employment of his units
in the Philippines after arrival there and until October 26th (Appendix I to
SIXTH 3ase Air Force OpOrd No. 110) and (o) designation of the basic deploy-
ment bases there (Appendix 2 to SIXTH Base Air Force OpOrd No. 10).

The body of this directive is quoted as follows:

"I. X-day has been set for October 25th and Y-day for October 24th,

"2. This force will move up its entire strength* (less the SEOOND
Attack Group) to the Philippines on October 22nd in accordance with the
Allocation of Forces given in Appendix 1 and will carry out a night attack
the saim day against the enwW carrier group east of Lamon Bay. It will be
ready to launch a general offensive on October 23rd after which the remain-
ing snae will be pursued and destroyed.

From October 22nd all units will operate in accordance with the
Alloration of Forces given in Appendix 1.

"3. Basic deployment bases in the Philippines are tentatively u.ixed
as in Appendix 2.

"4. On October 22nd I will command the Headquarters Transport Plane
Unit and part of the Fighter Striking Unit (341st Air Group and 303rd
Fighter Unit) and will take off from Dailkozan at 1330. After reaching
Nichols No. 1 at 1700, I will sent up my hextdquarterv at Manila."**

It is noted that the Attack Organization outlined in this order
expands somewhat the organization outlined in his 200002 message whiah
totaled 330 planes. This order includes in addition (1) the 303rd Fighter
Unit totaling about twenty carrier VF assigned to his Headquarters Trans-
port Plane Unit, (2) the 301st Reconnaissance Unit, twelve reconnaissance
seaplanes, assigned to the SECOND Special Attack Unit and directed to re-
main on attack alert at Toko on October 22nd and to move up under special
orders October 23rd and (3) the SEODND Attack Group which consisted of six
patrol seaplanes and thirty land-attack planes which were to conduct attack
from bases in the Takao area as ordered. This order then embraces 350 alr-
craft for immediate deployment, forty-eight to be held at Formoean bases, or
a total of 398 (Table 2).

* OnfS 6TH Base Air Force Dispatch 200002 October 1944, addressees un-
known, War Diary 103rd Attack Unit (701st Air Group), Kokobu DoOet-
mont, October 13th - 31st, 1944, wDC Document 160258, NA 12592.
(Infra., Table 2, 4TH Base Air Force Tactiral Organization.)

11* 6TH Base Air Force Operation Order No. 110, October 21st, 1944, File
of 6TH Base Air Force Operation Orders and Supplemental Material
obtained from Captain Bunso Shlbata, IJN, Senior Staff Officer, 6TH
Base Air Force, GHQ, FLC, Military History 6ection, Microfilm
(u-Li-mbe.red).
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Likely before 1135 (it was received by CMDESRON ONE at this time)
he received a dispatch from Takao to the effect that, "According to intelli-
gence reports, the U.S. Air Forces based in China are preparing to make
bombing attacks on Formosa and Japan proper on October 22nd in cooperation
with U.S. task force operations in the Philippine area. Preparations appear
to be underway at the various enemy bases. Special precautions are neces-
sary. "*

This dispatch was necessarily of great concern to him since (a) an
important portion of his command was in the SW Formosa area, (b) he had seen
the effects of the B-29 strikes but a few days earlier (October 14th, 16th
and 17th) and (c) had reason to believe that their bombing power wav tremend-
ous.** Another strike in the same area could, if successful, seriously
handicap if not upset his prospective operations. What action, if any, he
took at this time is not known, but it seems likely that he made plans to
retire his aircraft other than fighters in the SW Formosa area to safer
Formosan fields.

Possibly at 1158 (it was received by the MOGAMI at that tim,@) he
received CinC Combined Fleet dispatch 211031 which again announced that
October 25th would be X-day.*** From this confirmation he could infer that
no further change in X-day was anticipated.

Sometime in the early "ftemomn he received a precautionary dispatch
from the Chief of Staff SW Area Force which warned addressees that the
enew B-241s reconnaissance attack range had been extended to Puerto PrIncesa
and San Jose and to be alert.**** It seema clear that inasmuch as he planned
to base his units in the Clark Field - X&nlia area, he was not unduly aroused
over tLis increase in radius of the Allied land-based aircraft searches since
theo 4bove fields were well beyond this radius.

Also in the early afternoon he received a report which amplified the
1040 contact report referred to previously. This report stated that the 1040
contact consisted of, aiong other units, four carriers***- (Contact J). In

Takao Naval Guard District Dispatch to 2ND Striking Force received at
211135 October 1944, War Diary DESRON 1, October 1944, WDC Document
161638, NA 11739.

** Memorandum Notes of Captain Bunzo Shihata, IJN, Senior Staff Officer,
6TH Base Air Force, October 10th - 23rd, 1944, Department of the
Arny, Historical Division, Microfilm HS-22, Item B.

*5* CinC Combined Fle~t Dispatch 2110_31 October 1944 to All Fleet and
Squadron Conmandere, Detailed Action Report MOGAMI, Battle off the
Philippines, October 18th - 25th, 1944, WDC Document 160463, NA 12653.

*N*O CofS SW Area Force Dispatch 211231 October 1944 to Commander 6TH Base
Air Force, DESRON 11, Main Force, War Diary ZUIHO, October Ist - 25th,
1944, tiDC Document 161636, NA 11973.

***** Daily Record of the War Situation, 4Th kir Arny, GHQ, FEC, 6pecial
Historical Collection, Supporting Documents to General of the Arny
Douglas MacArthlar's Historical Report on Alled Operations in the
Southwest Pacific Area (itew 4, Footlocker 10 of 1.0, SWPA Series,
Volume II).
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SIXTH BASE AIR FORCE
TrACTICAL ORGANIZATION. 21 OCTOBER 1944*

AXP GROUP NO. and DEPLOYMENT
FORCE or UNIT TYPE A/C BASE

1. Recco Unit 141st Air Group 6 Carrier type Recco N4ichols No. 1 or
Mabalacat, West

2. Patrol Unit 7Vord Air Group f 2-Englne Bombers Clark central

3. Night Search Unit 901st Air Group e Patrol Seaplanes

4. Antl-Submarine patrol Unit 901st Air Group 12 Land-Attack Planes
963rd Air Group 10 Recco Seaplanes

5. Night FighLer Unit 141st Air Group 0 Night VF Nichols NO. 1 or
?abalacat West

0. First Attack Group
a. Forward Search Unit 063rd Air Group

&34th Air Group 5 Carrier type attack mabalacat West
b. Fighter Striking Unit 221st Air Group 30 Carrier type VF Clark Central

341st Air Group 30 Interceptor VF or Angeles
252nd Air Group 32 Carrier type VF

Guide Unit eb3rd Air Group 2 Carrier type attack
cf High Cover Unit 3COrd Fighter Unit 20 Carrier type VF Clark Ceneral

or Angeles
d. First Attack nFit

(Fighter-Bomber Unit)
(1) ist Escort Unit 22•iSt Air Group 32 Carrier type VF marcot
(2) 1st Bombing Unit P21st Air Group 8 Carrier type VF marcot

e, Second Attack Unit 3rd Attack unit
(Carrier-Bomber Unit) 5th Attack Unit

N34th Ali Group rabalacat East
6(Ard Air Group 12 Carrier type Recto or Bamben

f. Third Attack Un11t
(CarrIer-Bomter Unit)
(1) 3rd Escort unit 304th Fighter unit

ON34th Air Group Mabalacat East,
653rd Air Group 60 Carrier typxe Vy or Bamban

(9) 3rd Bombing Unit 701st Air Group mtbalacat East
e,34th Air Group 34 Carrier type uombers or Bamban

7. First Special Attack tmit e.34th Air uroup
(Dusk Bombing Unit) 663rd Air Gr oup

256th Attack Unit Bamban or
2,2nd Attack Unit 14 Carrier type attack Angeles West

9. Second Special Attack Untit 634th Air Group 19 Recco Seaplanes CavIt.e or
(Dusk Bombing unit) Legaspi & Tabaco

9. Lead unit 141St Air croup 6 Lant i•eCo Nichols NO. I or
Kitsa lacs t

Total aircrart tc- Imme.diate deployment to
Philippines: 350

PORTION OF ATTACK ORIANIZATION HELL IN FOUMOSAN BASES

10. Portion of Second Special 3t01ýt Recto trnl 12 9+( S'[ 0;eaplane'; Cavsite or
AttaWk Utit, (DUsk Into! IT Ir9!t'pi & Ttltttto
Unit)

(Note: To be ileld On a tw ok alert at TOKO on October roin! and to move up under special
orders October 23rd,)

11. Second Attack Group
a. Night Search contact

unitI 901st Air nroup t patrol ;Paptlanes TOko
b . Night Attack trirlt. 7(nd Attack -nIt 1,0 ilnd-Atth'k Planes TaV-0O

Total 4H

.Thlr organlýatlion Is a r.ollna lci or three dcx'uments. (1) Cors tTH R5,e Air Forr- I :seitcirh ;'B,otA,
Oct0 tter 1944, adiressef-t; unkac•in., War litary 1(•ikl) Ai ta'k irilt ({olofr Air Groulp), Koknbu [eIt 1"i11,
peto;er t3tn - iL~it, 1A44, WIR' iot1netlt, Ls, NA :ota'; (0) 6TH base Air 'OTI' (t,'raitt lo0t (Ale"
No. tIO. October 21:ý1t. 19,4 alnd (3) eTH Bast Air 'orse AtttacK Or-sn1izait 1(in for SH(o 1 (usiated),
File of 6TH Base Alir Force Olrrathov Orders and ooppl'rmet.al ttiterial ota ned from captain P.Lunco
Shlbata. IdN. senior Starr officer, RThHIass Air FOrge , OllQQ, iE HNithary ,l:.t ury ect it,
flicrotila (ttnuabered). TABLE (2)
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-XX'0 SIXTH BASE AIR FORCEOctober 21st

addition, he received a radio direction finder fix evaluated as a task force
at -400, 170 miles east of Lamon Bay (Contact L). He now knew that there
were four carrier task groups in the vicinity of San Bernardino Strait and
east of Lauon Bay, all within easy reach of the Clark Field complex as tell
as of the Manila area, plus two groups of surface ships. It is of interest
2ia• there were, in fact, two carrier task groups (TG 38,2 and TG 36.3)
operating in the San Bernardino Strait - Catanduanes area at this time and
two carrier task groups operating 350 miles east of Lamon Bay.

About this time he us aware of another intelligence warning issued
by the Takac Guard District to the effrct that China-based bombers had been
sighted heading east and that attacks on Formosa were probable-commencing
on that day.* These bombers appear to have been one B-24 Crom the FOUR-
TEENTH Air Force, on armed reconnaissance patrol, which unsuccessfully
bombed a convoy twenty miles SW of Taeao.** Since he h d already been
alerted to this possibility, it seems likely that he took no further action.

At 1458 he issued a dispatch outline of overations for the following
day,*** October 22nd, implementing the basic plan which he had issued earlier
in the day.**** He directed the following operations. (a) a search by three
two-engine land bombers departing Garan Bi in the early morning to search
l17°, 1250 and 132o to a distance of 650 miles thence to Clark Field; (b)
a search by four carrier-type reconnaissance planes to depart Garan Bi at
0900 to search 147j 0 , 1750, 1550, 1580 landing at Nichols Field; (c) addi-
tional carrier-type reconnaistance planes to be prepared to take off on
twenty-five minutes notice for contact scouting; (d) dusk and night attacks
on enemy carriers east of Lamon Bay by the SECOND Attack Group (702nd Attack
Unit, Flying Boat Unit of 901st Air Group, Twu-Engine Land Bomber Unit of
763rd Air Group) operating from Takao area, Formosa; (e) dusk attacks on the
same carriers by the FIRST and SECOND Special Attack Units operating from
alark Field and Cavits, respectively; (f) interception operations at the
discretion of each base commander; and (g) the transfer of other SIXTH Base
Air Force units to the Philippines in accordance with the basic plan.

IT WILL BE OBSERVYJ THAT NOTHING IN THIS ORDER REFERS TO THE COORD-
f INATION OF THE ATTACKS FROM FORMOSA WITH THE ATTACKS FROM THE PHILIPPINES;

HOWEVER, IT IS ASSUMED THAT SUCH DETAILS HAD BEE COVERED IN THE OPERATIONAL

* Takao Naval Guard District Visual Dispatch 211340 October 1944 to All
Forces, War Diary DESRON 1, October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.

S** TChief Historical Division of the Air University, Maxwell Field,
Alab•a, letter November 8th, 1950 to President., Naval War College.

14* Comnander 6TH Base Air Force Dispatch 211458 October 1944 to 6TH Base
Air Force, Main Force (6TH Base Air Force Ties0pOrd No. 85), %tr Diary
ZUIHO, October lst - 25th, 1944, WDC Document 161636, NA 1197s.

U**a 6TH Base Air Force Operation Order No. 110, October 21st, 1944,
File of 6TH Base Air Force Operation Orders and Supplemental
Material obtained from Captain Bunzo Shibata, IJN, Serior Staft'
Officer, 6TH Base Air Force, GHQ, FEC Military History Section,
Microfilm (Unmumbered).
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)ONFR'1N(F HELD PREVIOUSLY ON FORMOSA WITH GBOUP AND UNIT COMMANDE&S . IT
IS NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT SUCH COORDINATION HAD OFTEN REM LACKING IN THE
BATTLE OFF FORMOSA, AS DISCUSSED IN VOLUME I OF THIS STUDY, AND RESULTED IN
MUCH LESS SUCCESS THAN WOULD HAVE BEEN EXPECTED FROM A WEL, COORD)INATED
EFFORT OF THE SAME BASIC STRENGTH.

At about 1504 (it was received by the KINU at this time ) he received
the order from Commander SW Area Force to CNmnander SECOND Striking Force
ordering that force to Manila by early morning of October 23rd at the
latest.*

During the afternoon he learned that the enemy ha4 landed at Rapu
Rapu Island which is but twenty-five miles east of Legaspi.** This was of
concern because (a) it irnlicated that strong enemy units would be operating
in this area at the time when he moved his coimand to the Philippines, and
(b) certain of his aircraft (SECOND Special Attack Unit) were scheduled,
depending on the sitnation, t4o deploy in this area.*** This meant that the
Legaspi airfield wIuld be untenable. He seems, however, to have issued no
instructions thereon but to have awaited further information.

Also during the afternoon the senior officer, whom he had sent ahead
to Manila, held consultations there with Commander Philippine Attack Force
TWO and with the C. G. Formosa ArWy, who was likewise in Manila.** While
the nature of these discussions is not known, it reems probable that they
concerned the prospective movement of the SIXTY-EIGHTH Brigade from Formosa
to the Philippines.****

At 1637 (it was received by CRUDIV SIXTEEN at this time) he mceived,
as an information addressee, a dispatch from Chief of Staff SW Area Force
wherein the Chief of Staff discussed the problems of moving reinforcements
to Ley-te and then stated that it was the headquarters opinion that CRUDIV
TWENTY-ONE and DESRON ONE should be included in the penetratioi.

* Commander SW Area Force Dispatch 211251 October 1944 to COMCRUIV 1b,
Commander 2-ND Striking Force, info CinC Combined Fleet 6TH Base Air
Force, SW Area Force, War Diary DP.SRON 1, October 1944, WDC Document
161638, NA 11739.

** Memorandum notes of Captain Bunzw Shibata, IJN, Senior Staff Officer
6TH Base Air Force, October 10th - 23rd, 1944, Department of the
Army, Historical Division, Microfilm HS-22, Item V.

*** Appendix 2, 6TH Base Air Force Operation Order No. 1iG, October Zst,
1944, File of 6TH Base Air F'orce Operatinn Orders and Supplemen½J.
Material obtained from Captain Bunzo Shibata, IJN, Senior Staff
Officer, 6TH Base Air Forcve, GHQ, FE;C, Military History Section,
Microfilm (Unnumbered).

W*** CofS SW Area Forco Dispatch )2] '37 October 1944 to Imperial General
i{eadouarters (Navy Sect-ion), etc., Detailed Action Report GRUDIV j&,

SHO Operatifn, Octoh,,r 17th - 27th, 1944, •*(J Document J(40()'), NA

117414.
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operations.* All of this ws of concern to him because these operations
could scarcely be effective without the assistance of the SIXTH Base Air
Force,

At 1945 he received by dispatch Commander SW Area Force DesOpOrd
No. 679 wherein that comnander (a) after stating the general plan, "Based
on Combined Fleet DesOpOrd No. 363,** this commanc will assume conmand of
all naval air forces assembled in the Philippines area. Cooperating closely
with surface and army forces, it will destroy first the enemy task force
east of the Philippines and then the enemy invasion forces", (b) assigned
tasks to the naval air forces under his command once the SIXTH Base Air
Force had moved to the Philippines.***

Commander >IXTH Base Air Force noted that (a) the tasks assigned his
command uere limited to (1) antisubmarine and antiaircraft patrols, (2)
attacks on enemy invasion forces, (3) reconnaissance patrols, scouting and
tracking, and (b) among the tasks assigned the FIFTH Base Air Force were
surprise attacks on enemy carriers. This vas probably a surprise to him for
he had botn directed by CinC Combined Fleet on the previous day, in Combined
Fleet DesOpOrd 363, to launch an all-out offensive against the enemy carrier
forces on October 24th (he had tentatively decided to accomplish this on
October 23rd)**W* and here, by this order, this task appeared to have been
elinfnted. Since, as will be shown later, he did attack the carriers as he
had been ordered to do by CinC Goinbined Fleet, it would appear probable that
somehow the objective (destruction of the enemy carrier forces) assigned the
SIXTH Ba3e Air Force by CinC Combined Fleet on the previous day had either
been i.nadvertently omitted from this order, which fact was well understood
by Commander SIXTH Base Air Force, or was to be accomplished in addition to
the tasks assigned above. This matter is discussed more fully under "Opera-
tions of Commander Fd Area Force, October 21st".

Despite the fact that Com-Andei- SIXTH Base Air Force had been as-
signed the task of providing antisubmarine and antiaircraft patrols for the
surface forces-notably the FIRLST Striking Force--(this was also a protection
objective) which would be executing the penetration operation, he decided not

C*ofS SW Area Force Dispatch 2132 October 19144 to onmmanrdr 2ND
Striking Force, etc., Detailed i. t n [ t (•k•DIV 16, SHO Opera-
tion, Octobee 17th - 27th, 1942. wDL. iiocument 161005, NA 11744.

** CinC Combine Fleet Dispatch 2008R3 October 1914+ to Major Fleet
Commanders (Combined Fleet DesOpOrd No. 363), War Diary BATDIV 1,
October 1944, WC Document 161638, NA 11739.

*** Commander FW Area Force Dispatch 211345 October 1944 to Connanders
5TH and 6TH Base Air Forces 954th and 955th Air Groups, 1ST and 2MD
Striking Forces, Mobile Force (L.W Area Force DesOpOrd No. 679),
Detailed Action Hoport 1ST Striking Force, SHO Operations, October
16th ,- 2tth, i9194, IA)C Doctumrnt lo15 44t, NA 11839.

* Cofb 6TH Basa? Air Forcýe Dispatch 21iX)16 October 19414 to 6TH Rise Air
Fo.'ci, Wai >Lajry, 103rM Attack Unit (7010)t. Air (;r0uip) Knc!0uu 1)etach-
,mert, Cctutn 113th- '41st, 1)414, VOC Documez.t 16O'358, NA '12592.
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to provide these patrols in the literal sense, except in a very limited day,
but instead, chouje to accomplish them indirectly by powerful direct attacks
upon the Allied carrier forces. In his own irds he stated, in part, "In
using this unwieldy lnnd-based air force to support a constantly moving
fleet, about the best that could be done would be to send fighters to pro-
tect the surface units and scouting planes to search for submarl.nes. But
to do that would m.;an a serious weakening of the attacking power of-the air
force". He therefore, desiring to retain his attacking air pcwmr, decided,
in general, not to provide such protection.*

THIS ACTION BY COMMANDER SIXTH BASE AIR FORCE SEEMS OF DOUBTFUL COQ-
RECTNESS. THIS SEEMS SO BECAUSE HE KNEW AT THIS TIME (A) OF THE LARGE NUMBER
OF ALLIED CARRIERS IN THE AREA WITH Ti:.'iR OVERWHELMING NUMBER OF PIJNES, (R)
THAT THE CLAIMS OF DAMAGE ON ALLTID CARRIERS OVER THE PRECFEDING DAYS HAD BEEN
HEAVILY EXAGGERATED, (C) THAT HE DID NOT HAVE ADEQUATE KNOVLEDGE OF THE LOCA-
TION OF THE ALIMD CARRIERS TO GUARANTEE EIEN A REASONAELE DEGCREE OF SUCCESS,
AND (D) AND THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT, THAT EVEN THOUGH HIS PILOTS HAD CLAIMED
HIGH SUCCESSES AGAINST THESE VER! CARRIERS, THE ALLIED AIR STRIKES HAD CON-
TINUED UNABATED AND THEREFORE, HE MUST HAVE BEEN AWARE OF ThE FACT THAT HIS
EXPECTANCY OF SUCCESS AGAINST TIEN4 WAS LOW INDEED.

SINCE, IN AN ACTION INVOLVING AIRCRAFT CARRIERS, IT IS ADVISABLE TO
KEEP ALL CARRIERS UNDER ATTACK IN A MANNER SIMILAR TO THE ADVISABILITY LONG
RECOGNIZED IN GUNNERY OF KEEPING ALL SHIPS OF THE ENEMY BATTLELINE UNDER
FIRE, DOES IT NOT SEEM CORRECT TO STATE HERE THAT IF CO=MANDER SIXTH BASE
AIR FORCE HOPED TO ACCOMPLISH HIS PROTECTION OBJECTIVE ADFQUATELY BY AIR
STRIKES AGAINST THE ALLIED CARRIERS HE WAS NECESSARILY FORCED TO DISABLE
THE FLIGHT DECKS Of AS MANY OF THE ALLIED CARRIERS AS POSSIBLE? AND, SINCE
HE HAD FEEN UNABLE TO ACCOMPLISH THIS BEFORE IN ANY MARKED DEGREE AND WAS
NOT SURE AS TO THE LOCATION OF ALL OF THE CARRIER GROUPS, WAS IT LOGICAL FOR
HIM TO EXPECT TO ACCCMPLISH IT NOW WITH HIS WEAKENED AIR FORCE AND LACK OF
INFORM'ATION? DID HE NOT REALIZE THAT (A) THE SUC(FSS. OF THE PENETRATION
OPERATION REVOLVED LARGFLY UPON THE SUCCESS OF THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE,
(B) THIS WOUL-D LIKELY BE PERCEIVED BY THE AlLIES, (C) DESPITE HIS AIR STRIKES
IN OPPOS31TION THERETO, HE COULD EXPECT THAT ALLIED AIR STRIKES IN PARTICULAR
WOULD BE MADE AGAINST THAT FORCE NOT ONLY FROM THE CARRIERS BUT POSSIBLY
FROM MOROTAI AS WELL, AND (D) BECAUSE OF THESE THREE FACTORS, IT WAS
ESSENTIAL TO PROVIDE AIR COVER IN NUMBERS AND QUALITY SUFFICIENT, WHEN
COORDINATED WITH THE DEFENSE MEASURES INHERENT IN THE FI1ST STRIKING FORCE
(ANTIAIRCRAFT FIRE AND MANEUVER), TO GIVE THAT FORCE ADEQUATh. PROTECTION?

DID HE NOT ALSO REA1.IZE THAT BY LAUNCRING ATTACKS AGAINST THE
CARRIERS, EVEN AGAINST THOSE CARRIERS WHOSE LOCATION WAS KNOWN, HE WOULD
BE FORCED TO DISPERSE WIDELY RIS-LIMTI)D AIRCRAFT, WHEREAS IF HE PROVIDED
AIR COVER IN STRENGTH OVER THE FIRST STRLIKING FORCE HE WOULD BE PROVIDING
PROTECTION NOT ONLY AGAINST THE CARRINRJ W•IOSE LOCATION WAS KNOWN BUT ALSO
AGAINST (1) THE CARRIERS WHOSE LOCATION WAS UNKNO".N' AS WUL, AS (2) AGAINST
HEAVY BHO1BERS FRFO MOROTAI?

* USSBS Interrogation of Japanese Officials, Nay No. 115, Interropation
of Vice Admiral Shigeru Fukudome, IJN, Volnme II, Page 504.
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BASFD ON THE ABOVE IT WOULD SEEM AS IF COMWANDýR SIXTH BASE AIR
FORCE (AS WELL AS CINO COMBINM) FLEET) WOULI) HAVE HAD A LIBEWT' CHANCE OF
ACCOMPLISHING HIS PROTECTION OBJECTIVE (THE INSURANCE OF THE SAFE ARRIVAL
OF THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE AT THE O&JEICTIVE AfitA-L-YTE (;JLF) HAD HE
D•CIDED TO PROVIDE AS A MATTER OF (A) PRIMARY URGENCY, AS kOWi'RFUL A CAP
AS POSSIBLE OVIIE THAT FORCE IN ORDER TO GAIN AND MAINTAIN LO)CAL AIR
SUFH!ORITY, (B) SECONDARY URGENCY, THE PLANNED AIR STRIKES AGAINST THE
ALLIED CARRIERS.

In the early evening he issued verbal instructions for a night radar
search from Garan Bi.* Two flying boats were to depart a" 2100, search
lines flcP(T) and 130 0 (T) to 450 miles, fly a ninety-mile crossleg to the
left and return to Garan Bi.

Also commencing about this time and continuing on during the night,
the senior officer whom he had sent ahead to Manila began discussions-
apparently with Commander FIFTH Base Air Force's staff-over "Commander
FIFTH Base Air Force's views in favor of repeated fighter bomber attacks
and change in X-day".** The nature of this discussion is commented on under
"Operations of Comnmander FIFTH Base Air Force, O-tober 21st".

At 2130 he received another attack warning relative to the possi-
bility of Allied land-based air attacks from the China mainland being made
on October 22nd (the following day).,** While there is no mention in the

documents available to this study of his action in this matter, it seems
doubtful that he took any specific action additional to that already taken.

Sometime that night he received (a) a dispatch from the Chief of
Staff SJ Area Force giving the opinions of that command concerning the use
3f the SESONYD Striking Force in the penetration operation4 *I*--he watched
these developnents with interesc but witfout vital concern as the operations
protecting the FIRIST Striking Force would also protect the SkEOND Striking
Force and (b) a dispatch informing all commands that the report of a

* Detailed Action Report 901ST Air Group, Night Searches, Octot er 10th -

28th, 1944, WDC Document 160551, NA 12402.
4* Menorandum Notes of Captain Bunzo Shibata, IJN, Senior Staff Officer,

6TH Base Air Force, October !Oth - 23rd, 1944, Department of the Army,
Historical Division Microfilm 83-22, Item H.

*** CinC COMBINED Fleet Dispatch 21210) October 194.4 to 6TH Base Air Force,

etc., Detailed Action ReporL No. 2, Northern Attack Force (2ND Base
Air Force), October 10th - November 14th, 1944, 130 Document 161645,
NA 12262.

**-* CofS LA Area Force Dispatch 211914 October 1919, to CinC Combined Fleet,

Commanders 2ND Striking Force, CRUDIV 16, Imperial (IKQ (Navy Section),
info Main Force, 15T Striking Force, 5111 and 6TH Base Air Forces, War
Diary DESRON 1, October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.
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landing on Rapu Rapu Island had been false.*

Prior to midnight he knew that the night Geran Bi search had de-
parted Toko at 2145 and had taken departure from Garan Bi at 2202 and 2225
respectively,•*

(5) Operations of Commander SW Area Force, October 21st.

Commander SW Area Force remained at his headquarters in Manila.
Here, he ane his staff, in conference with the new Conmmnder FIFTH Base Air
Force and with the representatives of the SIXTH Base Air Force, continued
the discussions which had been conenced on the previous evening and out of
wh.ch had evolved the order establishing the Kamikaze Special Attack Corps.
£Except for this, there is no information available as to the nature of these
discussions but, as pointed out in "Operations of FIFTH Base Air Force,
October 20th", they seemed to cover, in part, the coordination of the efforts

* of the FIFTH and SIXTH Base Air Forces and the readiness of the airfields to
accomniodate the SIXTH Base Air Force planes. The conference adjourned at
0130.

It seems likely that in addition to the matters discussed in this
conference, Commander SW Area Force was (a) watching the situation in the
Leyte area very closely because the developments in this area, including
the number and character of the Allied shipping which remained in the Leyte
Gulf area, might well have a determining effect upon the execution of the
"penetration" operation which on the previous day had been ordered for dawn,
October 25th,*** and (b) awaiting the decision of Imperial General Head-
quatWera (Navy Section) as to whether or not the SECOND Striking Force was
to be employed in the penetration operation as he had suggested or whether
it was to be employed in counterlanding operations as requested by the CinC
Southena &rrTy.*NI* He also had an interest in the results of the night
searches by the radar-equipped flying boats operating from Garan Bt since,
if these planes contacted Allied carrier task groups, it indicated possibly
a reduction of the Allied air attacks in the Philippines.

* 33RD Special Base Force Dispatch 211900 October 1944, addressees
unknown, Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. 1 Operation,
October 20th - 29th, 1944, )DC Document 161005, NA 11744.

* Detailed Action Report 901st Air Group, Night Searches, October
10th - 28th, 1944, )DC Document 160551, NA 12402.
CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 200813 October 1944 to Combined Fleet,
C0nC Southern Army Imperial GHQ, China Area Fleet, etc., (Combined
Fleet DesOpOrd 3635, War Diary BATDIV 1, October 1944, WDC Document
161638, NA 11739.

*** ofS SW Area F( r-e Dispatch 202137 October 1944 to imperial General
Headquarters (Navy Section), info Comblied Fleet, etc., Detailed
Action Report CRUDIV 16, 510 Operatiors, October 17th - 27th, 1944,
WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
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AtW 0356 (it was received by CMCCRHDIV SIXTEEN at this time) he
received, as an information addressee, word that the SECOND Striking Force
sortie from Mako scheduled for 0700 had been cancelled.*

At about 0820 he received a uispatch from Ckmmander 901st Air Group
reporting that the night searches from Garan Ei were negative.** This in-
formation was important as it indicdted that the Allied carrier task groups
were likely remaining off the Philippines.

Possibly at 0940 (it was received by COMDESRON TEN a,. this time) he
received, as an information addressee, a dispatch sent by the Chief of Staff
SECOND Striking Force on the previous day outlining Commander SECOND Strik-
ing Force's plan for part of his force (CTDiIV TWENTT-4)NE and DESRON ONE.) in
a penetration attack which called, among other items ka) for the SECOND
Strik g Force to be at 1500 October 23rd twenty miles south of Cape Calavite
Light (Mindoro Island), thence through the Sulu and Mindanao Seas through
Surigao Strait to Tacloban Anchorage, (b) requesting information as to the
scheduiled course of the FIRST Striking Force.+**

This dispatch was of considerable interest because he could see
clearly that Commander SECOND Striking Force did not visualize his command
as attached to the FIRST Strildng Force or the Main Force. Instead, he
visualized a double penetration with the SECOND Striking Force ad-rancing
through Surigao Strait in support of the FIRST Striking Force ,

During the early forenoon he learned that Allied planes had hit the
Philippines.

If he maintained a close liaison with the headqxarters of the FOURTH
Air Army, he must have been someVwat confused by the difference in numbers
reported by his own forces and those reported by the army. The navy re-
pcrted that about 150 aircraft had hit the central Philippines and reported
no other attacks;**** the FOURTH Air Army reported that abeut 912 aircraft,

* Commander 2ND Striking Force Dispatch 202340 October 1944 to CinC
Combined Fleet, Go.iiander Takao Guart District, Detailed Action
Report, CRUDIV 16, SHO Operation, October 17th - 27th, 194"., )DC
Document 161005, NA 11744.

** Commander 901st Air Group Dispatch 210750 October 1.944 to CinC Com-
bined Fleet Comm .nder 6TH Base Air Force, Detailed Action Report
901st Air Group, Night Searches, October 10th - 28th, 1944, WDC
Document 160551, NA 12402.

,me CofS 2ND Striking Force Dispatch 201932 October 1944 to Commander
1ST Striking Force, info Combined Fleet, SW Area Force, Imperial
GHQ (Navy Section), War Diary DE•.RON 10, October 1944, qDC Docunent
161638, NA 11739.

**** Material for Situation Lstimates, J."T Section Naval General Staff,
October 1944, W13C Document 2167(4 (Microfiir4).
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of which eighty-one were land-based, had hit the Philippines.* This was a
very great difference and was of considerable Importance for it could hav.ý
had a bearing on the nubrt of Allied carriers within Pir attack rango of
the central Philippines. The figure 150 was well below, and the figure 912
was well above, the number of air strikes on October 13th and 14th against
Formosa, which Japanese naval estimates had placed at 600 planes.** Cer-
tainly Cmmnander SW Area Force could estimate that (a) if the fonmer figure
(150) were correct, there were likely many less planes available today for
air strikes than had been available on October 13th and l4th; and (b) if the
latter figure ( 912) were correct, there were likely fifty per cent more
planes available today for operations against not only the Philippines but
against the forces engaged in the penetration operation as well. As a con-
sequence, it is not unlikely that he endeavored to obtain more infomnation
concerning the location and composition of the Allied car.-rier task groups,
Actually the Allies made a total of 464 strikes (TF 38 - 356, TG 77.4 - 44,
FIFTH Air Force - 64) against the Philippine5. Mont of these strikes were
in the Visayas.

At 1158 (when it was received by MOGAMI) he received QLnC Combined
Fleet's dispatch of 1031 confirming X-day, the date of arrival at Layte Gulf
by the FIRST Striking Force, as October 25th.f**

During the late forenoon he received the numerous contacts made by
FIFTh Base Air Force during that time and listed under "Operations of Com-
mander FIFTH Base Air Force, October 21st". These contacts gave a general
picture of the natiue of the Allied operations against the "khilippines. He
could see from these reports and possibly from the numerous radio direction
finder fixes reported for this day that the enemy forces continued to be in
great strength. However, he realized also that with the limited forces
available, both naval and air, he could accomplish little until the SIXTH
Base Air Force had moved to the Philippines.

Also during the late forenoon he undoubtedly received (a) the warning
to exercise caution on messages transmitted by Eastern Radio Number One
(Tokyo Radio) some of which, for radio deception purposes, might be false***V

* Daily Record of the War Situation, 4TH| Air Arw-y, GHQ, FMC Special
Historical Collection, Supporting Documents to General of the Arny
Douglas MacArthur's Historical Report on Allied Operations in the
Soithwest Pacific Area (iterm 4, Footlocker 10 of 10, SWPA Series,
Volume 11.

* Material for Situation Estimate9, 1ST Section Naval General Staff,
October 1.944 WDC Document 216764+ (Microfilm).

Si CinC Combined Fleet Disnatch 211031 October 194.4 to all commanders
Combined Fleet, De.tailed Action Report IBATDIV 1, SHO No. 1 Operation,
Octobe-r 18th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 16i005, NA 11744.

* Comnander 1ST Combined Commranication Unit Diespatich 211002 October
1944 to Communications Officer Maln Force, all flIeet ani sq•ma•d'n
commrnders Combined Fleet, Detailed Action Report ZUIKJ}, 11HO No. 1
Operýiton, October 20th - 25th, 1944, 'dDG Document 1610(0,,
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and (b) a battle report from Coander FIFTH Base Air Force reporting the
surprise torpedo attack by one carrier attack plane on enemy "hips in Leyte
Gulf the afternoon of October 20th. The damage claimed was the sinking of
one large transport.* Aotnualy, the ship hit was the HONOLULU which had
been seriously damaged by one torpedo hit.**

At 1231, having received information from Palawn and Mindoro Is. inds
that the Allied planes were operating in these areas, his Chief of Staff
advised Commander SIXTH Base Air Force that the B-21 reconnaissance-attack
range had been extended to Puerto Princesa (Palo.wan) and San Jose (southwest
coast Mindoro) and to be alert.***

At 1251 he directed Ommander SECOND Striking Force to proceed to
Manila to arrive by early morning of October 23rd at the latest.****

While the reasons fo-r this sudden order which was at variance with
his order of the previous day-he had directed that the SECOND Striking
Force operate in the future as directed by Commander SECOND Striking
Force*****--are not available to this analysis, it seems likely that they
were as follows:

(a) It will be recalled that (1) for some time he had been consult-
ing with the army in Manila relative to the transportation of trocps to
Leyte from Formosa as well as from the Visayas for counterlanding opera-
tions,****** (2) the army desired to employ the entire SECOND Striking Force
in such transportation operations,****** (3) since he was opposed to the

Com•aander 5TH Base Air Force Dispatch 211000 October 19A4 to 5TH
Base Air Force, Battle Report Addressees, Detailed Action Report
No. 3, 253rd Attack Unit (331st kir Group), October 20th - November
13th, 1944, WDU Document 160354, NA 12378.

** War Diary HONOLULU, October 20th, i944.
CofS SW Area Forcv Dispatch 211 231 October 1944 to Commanders Main
Force, 6TH Base Air Force, etc., Detailed Action Report ZUIHO, SHO
No. 1 Operation, October 20th - :'5th, 1944, WDC Document 161008.

** Commander SW Area Force Dispatch 211251 October 1941 to Coimianders
2ND Striking Fo.'ce, CRUDIV 16, info CinC Combined Fleet, Conimanders
1ST Striking Force, SW Area Force, 6TH Base Air Force (SW Area
Force DesOpOrd No. 678), War Diary DWSHON I, October 1944, WDC
Document 161638, NA 11739.

* Commander SW Area Force Dispatch 2014,e8 October 1944 to 2ND
Striking Force, (X)MCRIUDIV 16, CinC Combined Fleet, all fleet arid
squadron commanders SW Area Force (SW Area Force DesOpOrd No.
672), War Diary DESRON 1, October 1944, WDC Document 161638,
NA 11739.

S- CofS SW Area Force Dinpatch 202137 October 1944 to Chief iLT
Section, Imperial GHQ (Navy Section), iny'o CinC Comrnined Fleet,
2ND Striking Force, Main Fcrce, SW Area Force, C(AiMC'GLtD1V 16,
Detailed Action Report. CRUD-V 16, SHO Operation, Octnoer 1/th -

27th, 1944, WDC Document 101005, NA 11744.
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employment of his units for the transportation of the Formosa troops at this
time, he had recomewded to Imperial Gor ieral Headquarters (Navy Section)
that CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE and DESRO ONE be released from such assigrvant and
instead, be ordered to share in the penetration operation, leaving CRUDIV
SIXTr N to assist the araW in the Visayas,* (4) he had received Commander
SECOND Striking Force's dispatch which stated, among other items, that the
SZOXND Striking Force, if included in the penetration operation, planned tc
be twenty miles south of Cape Calavite Light at 15(0 October 23rd,5* and
(5) Commander SE(OND Striking Force had cancelled his sortie plans and had
no plans to proceed to Manila.***

(b) While the possible employment of the SECOND Striking Force was
still under discussion, he learned that (1) the araq had decided that it
was not yet ready to move the SIXTY-EIGHTH Brigade to Leyte Island from
Formosa, (2) the troops (two battalions) from the central Philippines would
not be roady until the night of October 27th, and (3) the army, separately
from the above reinforcements, was planning to move one to two regiments by
naval ships from Manila to Leyte**** where they would make a counterlanding,
or would be immediately moved to the Carigara area (Leyte, north coast). He
believed that it was not feasible to accomplish this counterlanding on the
night of October' 25th. The above Information (paragraph (b)) was not yet
available to Commander SECOND Striking Force.

(c) He also learned that Comoander Takao Guard District expected the
Formosa area to be attacked that day by China-based U.S. air forces.*****

As a result of the above an because of the shortage of time, he
decided that it would be wise (a) t, move the SECOND Striking Force from Mako,

• CofS SW Area Force Dispatch 202137 October 1944 to Chief 1ST Section,
Iniperial GHQ (Navy Section), info CinC Combined Fleet, 2ND Strikbng
Force, Main Force, SW Area Force, COMCHUD1V 16, Detailed Action Re-
port CRUDIV 16, SHO Operation, October 17th - 27th, 1944, WIDC Docu-
mont 161005, NA 11744.

• * CofS 2ND Striking Force Dispatch 201932 October 1944 to Commander
1ST Striking Force, info Cowbined Fleet, SW Area Force, Imperial
GHQ (Navy Section), War Diary DESHON 10, October 1944, WDC Document
161.638, NA 11739.

*** Co•ander 2ND Striking Force Dispartch 202340 October 1944 to CinC
Combined Fleet, C.wn-ander Takao Gýard District, info Commanders 1ST
Striking Force, Main Force, 5TH and 6TH Base Air Forces, CwUDiV 16,
Chief 1ST Section Imperial G-Q (Navy Section), Detailed Action Report
CRUDIV 16, SHe Operation, October I 7th - 27th, 1944, WDC Document
]61005, NA 11744.

**'•* Cofs SW Area Force Dispatrh 211322 October 1944 to Gommarders 2Nl)
Striking Force, CRtlDlV 16, Detziled Action Report CIIJDIV 16, SHoIOperation, October 17th - 27th, 1944, WDC Document 1610(15, NA 11744.

• Takao Naval (hard District D13patch (date.-time group unknown but
received at 1340 by DES}ON 1) to all forces, War Diary DESRON 1,Octolwr 1944, WDC Documrrwnt 161CIP, NA 11739.
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where it could be readily bombed by China-based planes, and (b) as a first
move, to have it arrive off Manila early morning October 23rd because he
hoped that, by that time, the decision of Imperial General Headquarters
relative to the future employment of the SECOND Striking Force would have
been made. If the decision were in favor of (a) the penetration operation,
Commander SECOND Striking Force would then be in excellent position to
carry out his planned operation, and (b) the counterlanding operation from
Manila, Commander SECOND Striking Force would be likewise in excellent posi-
tion, based on time and distance, to carry out that phase. His decision,
therefore, to order Commander SECOND Striking Force to Manila was sound.

About this time he decided that it would also be wise to advise the
interested co~mmanders as to the developing situation with relation to the
army, wich information is mentioned under (b) (1), (2) and (3) above; and
therefore, at 1322 his Chief of Staff sent them a dispatch which embraced
this information and ended with the oft-repeated recommendation "Therefore,
our opinion is that at least CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE and DESRCO ONE should c&rry
out a penetration attack through Surigao Strait in coordination with the
penetration of the FIRST Striking Force".*

At 1345, i. view of the prospective arrival of the SIXTH Base Air
Force in the Philippines, obmmander SW Area Force issued his cormand instruo-
tions thereon through his SW Area Force DesOpOrd No. 679 as follows:

"1. Based on Combined Fleet DesOpOrd No. 363, this command will
assume command of all naval air forces assembled in the Philippines area,
Cooperating closely with the surface forces and aruy forces, it will destroy
first the enemy task force east of the Philippines and then the enen•
invasion forces.

"2. After SIXTH Base Air Force has moved up to the Philippines, the
air forces present in that area will effect 0.,,•, iooperation and liaison
and operate as follows:

"(In the order of unit, cormnander and prinzipal ,nlssion).

(a) FIFTH Base Air Force (including units under its command);
Commander FIRST Air Fleet; surprise attacks on enemy carriers and patrol of
tho area east of the Philippinea.

(b) SIXTH Base Air Force (including units under its command);
Commander SECOND Air Fleet; antisubmarine and antiaircraft patrols, then,
attacks on enemy invasion forces and patrols, reconnaissance ard tracking,

(c) 954th Air Group (including units under its comma•i); Commander

CofS SW Area Force Phu.tcl! 211322 October 1944 to Commanders 'ND 'tri k-
ing Force, CRUJDIV 16, Info CinC Combined Fleet, Commander IST Striking
Force, etc., Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operation, Cctober
3.7th - Z7th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
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954th Air 'roup; fleet antisubmarine patrol and protection of surface
traffic.

(d) 955th Air Group (including unite under its command); Commander
955th Air Group; same as 954th Air Group."*

AI UUOA ,-110C "Operations of Commander SIXTH Base Air ?orc• ,
October 21st", the tasks assigned to Comander SIXTH Base Air Force failed
to include strikes against the enemy carrier force. Since Combined Fleet
DesOpOrd No. 363, upon which this order was "iased, did contain that specific
task, i.e., launch an all-out offensive against enemy carrier forces on
October 24th, it appears that its omission here was either inadvertent or
it was understood to have been accomplished in addition to the assigned
tasks of this order. In this connection the Naval War College wrote to the
Chief, Military History Section, Headquarters U. S. Aroy Forces, Far East
Coumand, requesting comment on this aspect of the order,** to which he
replied that the translation of paragraph 2.(b) was seriously in error, and
that the phrase "anti-su:bmarine and anti-aircraft patrols" should read
"attacks on enemy task forces".*** Upon receipt of this information the
order in question ms again submitted to the World War II Battle Evaluation
Group translatorYN*W who again reviewed the document but persisted in her
original translation which appears above. Her version was also supported
by Mr. Roger Pineau, Naval History Division, Washington, D.C.***** Since
the above reply of the Army contained numerous errors of fact, it was
decided that the version of the World War II Battle Evaluation Group
translator was more likely correct and therefore that translation has been
accepted.

At 1600 or earlier (COKDESRON TEN received it at this time) he
received, as an information addressee, another dispatch warning from CinC
Combined Fleet advisin, Commander FIRST Striking Force that his command
had apparently been sighted by enemy reconnaissance planes and to tighten
his alert. "-*

* Conmarner SW Arca Force Dispatch 211345 October 1944 to Commanders
5TH and 6TH Base Air Forces, 954th and 955th Air Groups, IST and
20D Striking Force, Main Force (SW Area Force DesOpOrd No. 679),
Detailed Action Report 1ST Striking Force, SHO Operations, October
16th ÷th, 1941-, MDC Doctvrant 161641, NA 11R39.

4* President, Naval War College letter serial 2050-55 dated 22 September
1955 to Chief, Military Hi.t.o..y Section, HQ, USAFFE.

NOW HQ USAFFE/SA (Rear) letter MH 314A.8 dated 2 November 19,5 to
President, Naval War Colluge.

** Mrs. Lily Y. Tanaka, Japanese Tranic.ator, World War 11 Battle
Evaluation Group.

* Letters to Commodore R.W. Bates, USN(Ret), Head, World War 1i Battle
Evaluation Group, Naval War, College from Mr. Roger Pineau, Office of
the Chief of Naval Operations, Naval Kistory Division, Washington,
D.C. dated 13 December 1955 and 21 December 1955.

S* CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 211145 October 1944 to 1ST Striking
Force, Info SW Area Force, 5TH Base Air Force, War Diary PVSRON 10,
October 1944, WDC Document l61638, NA 1-739.
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By 1607 (C4BATDIV OKE received it at this time) he received Corn-
mander S0OD Striking Forcels sortie order issued in compiatice with his
directive to be off Manila in the morning of October 23rd.*

At 1822 he cancelled the "U" Operation Alert** for the Car Nicobar

Islands, which he had issued at 2246 October 19th.*W* The "UK Operation
appeared to have prescribed the tasks to be undertaken by the sub-area
forces, both surface forces and land-based air forces.

During the afternoon he had continued his discussions with the army
relative to the possibility of carrying out a coumterlanding with troops
from the Manila area on the night of October 25th. This, as he had forecast
in his 2l132V.,** had been found infeasible and therefore, discussions had
been shifted to the pocaibility of moving troops from the Cagayan area of
Mindanso Island. Since this seems feasible, he now concluded an agreement
with the arwy (apparently with C.G. YOURTMWH Area A;,.-)**0** relative
thereto and at 1910 advised all interested commands t ispatch (this die-
patch is not available in its entirety but the substa,;e of it is available
in his 221320) that he had concluded an Army-Navy Agreement with the araw
whereby the navy agreed to transport two infantry battalions from Cagayan,
Mindanmo Island, to Leyte under comand of COMCUDIV SIXTEEN as Conmander

mard Force.****** This dispatch is interesting in that this is the first
time that Cagayan has been wentioned as an embarkation point of troops for
the Leyte operation.

After sending this dispatch and (a) seemingly concerned over the
situation developing because of the indecision of CinG Combined Fleet and

* Coemander 20D Striking Force Dispatch 211455 October 1944 to Com-
mander SW Area Force, CinC Combined Fleet, Commander 1ST Striking
Force, etc., War Diary BATDIV 1, October 1944, WDC Document 161638,

1A 6-1739.
Co er SW Area Force Dispatch 21 1822 October 1944 to aC l fleet
and squadron ommNaders SW Area Force (D W Area Force Dest pOrd No ,
681) War Diary DESRON 1, October 197-, WDC Document 1616A3, NA 11739.SCommander SW Area Force Dispatch 1922460Octobe~r 19"l to bV/ Area

Force (SW Area Force DesOpOrd No. 669), War Diary 23rd Air Flotilla,
October 19at, iiC Document O160264, NA 125e6.

SCofS SW A rea Force Dispatch 211322 Octtober 1944 to (Xmmanders 2ND
Strikins Force, C61DIV 16, info CinC Combined Fleet, Imperial General
HeaNquarters (Navy Section), etc., Detailed Action Report Cr'UDIV 16,
SHO Operation, October 17th - 21th, 1944, WDC Do.ient 161005o
NA 117"A.SPhilippine Operations, The 14TH Area Army Command in Leyte, IST
Demobilizatirc Ministry, October 1946, Volmme II, Phase 3.

****Commander SW Area Force Dispatch 2213:ý00Ocober 1944 to "CWM•DlV 16,
Transports 9, 6, 10, 101, 102, info CinC Combined Fleet, IST amd 2ND
3trikin• Forces, Main Force, 6TH Base Air Force (SW Are~a Force DesOpOrd
No. 6A) Detailed Action Report CriUDIV 16, SHO Operation, October 17t4-
27th, 1944, iOD Document 161005, NA 11744.
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Imperial General Headquarters relative to the employment of the SECOND Strik-
ing Force, (b) feeling that an immediate decision was highly important and
that Perhaps he had not clarJfied his own ideas sufficiently, he directed
his chief of staff to advise the high comnands accordingly. Therefore, at
1914 the chief of staff sent a dispatch as follows:

"Referring to SW Area Force Dispatch 211910. Opinions of this head-
quarters concerning conduct of operations in this area are as follows:

(1) CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE and DESRON ONE under Commander FIRST Striking
Force command should p :ticipate in decisive battle operations of the FIRST
Striking Force and execute a penetration through Surigao Strait.

(2) Depending on the situation after conclusion of the decisive
battle, CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE, DESRON ONE, CRUDIV SIXTEEN and other units may
be employed to effect the second reinforcement transport operation.

(3) Depending on the ýntuation of CiUDIV SIXTEEN following its
departure from Brunei, there is no objection to cancelling its orders to
come to Manila ana sending it directly to Cagayan."*

This dispatch is of particular interest because here the Chief of
Staff SW Area Force, after repeating his recomnendation that CHUDIV
TWENTY-ONE and DESRON ONE be included in the penetration operation, had
recoimnended for the first time that CRUDIV TWENTY-CNE and DzSRCN ONE be
assigned to Commander FIRST Striking Force for this operation. Why he made
this latter recommendation is not explained, but it seems likely that he
did it because, having heard nothing from Cornander FIRST Striking Force
concerning his final plans for the penetration operation and (a) feeling
that (I) that commander was having difficulty deciding whether or not to
divide his conunand into two groups, as recommended by CinC Combined Fleet
in his 201006 (one group to pass through San Bernardino Strait and one
through Surigao Strait),** and (2). a decision to place CRUDIV 'WENTY-ONE
and DESRON ON6. under Commander FIRST Striking Force might facilitate the
latter conwander's decision whether or not so to divide his conmnand, (b)
realizing that it was perhaps too late for CRULiIV TWENTY-ONE• and
DESRON ONE to operate in support of the Main Force, a7 previously

T Cofl SW Area Force Dispatch 21.1914 October 1944 to CinC Combined Fleet,
Commander 2ND S3triking Force, C(IACiJLJIV 16, Imperial Genera] Headquarters
(Navy Section), info Comn~anders Main Force, 1T Striking Force, 5TH and
6TH Base Air Forces, Detailed Action Resort CrtIJDIV 16, .1HO Operation,
October 17th .- 27th, 144)A, iPC )ocument 161C,95, NA 11744.

* CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 2.0106 October 1944, addressees unknown.
Inforition compiled by Captain Toshikazu Ohw-ae, ex-IJN, Japarnse
Research Division, HQ, ULVALF, Military History Section, relating to
Penetration Operation of toe l..'l' Striking Force, iattlo, for Leyte
GuALf, contained in HQ, UiAFKFm, Militar-1 Iiihtory S;uction, letter March
30th, 1954, to President, N!aval War College.
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suggested,* because the latter force was well at sea in radio silence, and
(€ nriot desiring uder the limited information available concerning the

"penetration operation" plans of Com er FIRST Striking Force to have the
responsibility of handling the SECOND Striking Force, he had concluded that
perhaps a flat recommendation as above might be helpful.

His inclusion of paragraphs two and three of the basic dispatch
wherein he pointed out (a) the forces which wuld later be available for
troop transportation, and (b) that CRJDIV SiMiN could be diverted to
CaNpan, if desired, appears to have been designed to reduce the army's
opposition to the inclusion of CRUDIV TENTMC-ONE and DESHON ONE in the
penetration operation.

IF THE ABOVE W HIS REASONS FOR SENDING THIS DISPATCH, THEY SEEN
SOUND FOR TIME WAS NCo LIMITED AND IF THE DECISION AS TO THE FUTURE MOVE-
MENTS OF CRUDIV TMENTf-OWE AND DESRON ONE WERE LONG DELAYED ITS EMPLOTMENT
IN THE PEM TIO OPERATION, IF ORDERED, WOULD MOST LIKELY BE UNDER CIR-
CUKSTANICS CONSIDERABLT LESS FAVORABLE TO THE SUCCESS OF THE OPERATION.

During the afternoon he received a report of enemy landings on Rapu
Rapu Island near Lega3pi,** and at about 1930 learned that this report was
false,***

Sometime ort this day he issued a warning that Japanese surface ships
were operating in Philippine Island waters and directed that (a) attention
should be paid to recognition signals, and (b) caution should be exercised
to prevent communications exposing the operations of these ui'ips.

Several hours after this (at 2211) through his chief of staff and
apparwtily in implemsetation of the basic Army - Navy Agreement referred to
above, he informed (X)CRUDIV SIXTEEN that (a) transports No. Six (about
sixteen knots),**** Mos. Nine and Ten (about eighteen 1cnots),I*** Nos. 101
and 102 (about eleven knots)**** were to concentrate at Cagayan on the
evernng )f the 24th (b) upon arrival, they were to come under CORCRUDIV
SIXTEN command, (c 5 transport No. 131 was to proceed dire ti from Manila
to Leyte with a cargo of army ordnance and aimmmition, and (d) CO(CRUDIV
SIXTEEN was authorized to complete arrangements to (agayan with

CofS SW Area Force Dti spatch 192230 October 1944 to CinC Combined
Fleet, info Cobmanders IST Striking Force, 2ND Striking Force, Main
Force, CRUDIV 16, etc., Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Opera-
tion, October 17th - 27tn, 1.4, WD)C Documnent 161005, NA 11744.

** Commander 33rd Special Base Air Force Dispatch 211250 October 1944,
addressee unknown, but likely all coemands, Detailed Action Report
Main Force, SHO No. I Operation, October 20th - 29th, 1944, WDC
Document 161005, NA 11744.

**U Ibid., Commander 33rd Special Base Air Force Dispatch 211900 October

1944.
SThe ape-de in parentheses were Included in the nasic dispatch.
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C.O. THIR--FIFTH Army (presently at Cebu) for the Cagayan - Leyte traneport
operation.*

Commnder FOURTEITM Area Ar%' s coordinate action with relation to
the above mas promulgated to C.G. THIRTY-FIFTH Arsy, apparently in the
evening of October 21st, as follows:

%a, The enea is landing in the Leyte area.

The navy and air forces will concentrate their entire strength
and destroy the enemy on 1.day.

b. In coordination with the (above) operation by the navy and air
foezes to destroy the hneuT, the Area Army will destroy the enemy landing
in the Leyte area.

c. 1. C.G. TRHI-FIFTH A•x• will concentrate his strength as
mach as possible and wUll destroy the eney.

2. In order to cooperate with the above, the navy will dispatch
CPJJDIV SIXTEU and transports (assigned) to Cagayan, Kindanao, to arrive
there on the evening of October 24th.

d. Around October 23rd (1) the TWENTIETH Independent Anti-tank
Unit will depart Manila for Leyte, (2) the infantry battalion of the FIFTY-
SKVD Independert Brigade (presently) at Cebu (this battalion, while
heading for the N# .herlands East Indies, had been shipwrecked and landed
on Cebu) will be placed under the coimand of C.G. FOURTEEN Area Army."*

* CofS SW Area Force Dispatch 212211 October 1944 to C00ICRUDIV 16, info
CinC Coubined Fleet, Commanders 2%D Striking Force, 33kD Special Base
Force, Transports 6, 9, 10, 101, 102 and 151, Detailed Action Report
CHUDIV 16, SHO Operation, October 17th - 27th, 194, WDC Document
1610o5, MA 11744.

1* Translation of Chapter II B.2., Philippine Operation, The 14TH Area
ArW Coimnnd in Leyte, 1ST Demobilization Ministry, 0ctober 1946,
Volume II, Phase 3, contained in letter from Mrs. Lily T. Tanaka,
Japaeose Translator, Naval History Division, Office of the Chief
of Navel Operations to Comodore R.W Bates, USN(Ret)p Head, World
War II Battle Kvaluatono Oroup, Naval War College, dated October
26th, 1956.



COY SEOND STRIKING MOR(C

CON•iNSMAL October 23.st

(a) Operations of Comwander SECOND Striking Force, October Most.

At 0000 October 21st Commander SECOND Striking Force, with
CRUDIV TWENTY-ON and DESRON KE, was at anchor in Mako, comeplting fueling
the NACHI and ASHIGARA from the RTOEI MARU, preparatory to advancing to the

Philippilnes,* while CRUDIV SIXTEEN was at Brunei fmlling and awaiting
orders.**

At 0630 the NAZHI and ASHIGARA cast off from the oiler and re.-
turned to their original anchorages.***

At 0750, in accordance with CinC Combined neet's order of
October 20th to furnish escorts for the convoy of SIXTH Bass Air Force
ground personnel and material to the Philippines,**** and in accordance
with his decision thereon of the previous day, he ordered DEMIV TWENT1-ONE
(WAKABA, HATSUSHIMO, HATSUHAM) to proceed to the commercial port of Takao
to arrive by evening of this daye

At o9o 6 . by Sigord No. 136, he directed his command at Mako to
enforce No. Two antiaircraft alert from 1030 to 1530.•****

At 1135 he received a dispatch from Commander Takao Naval Dis-
trict advising that there was a likelihood that Allied aircraft operating
f:rom (2•dna would attack Formosa and the Japanese main islwids on the foll.ow-
ing day.****** This was of considerable importance for Mako was even
nearer to the Chinese mainland than was Takao and the possibility of his
being bombed was great. However, he did not have to worry for the inmediate
present, as the attack was reportedly not to occur on that day. Assuming
the above information to be correct, he now decided that Us action in
remaining at Mako to await there a decision concerning his future operations

was sound. He therefore took no action.

* War Diary DESRON I, October 1944, WDC Document 161,38, NA 11739.
** Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operation, October 17th -

27th, 1944, wDC Document 161005, NA 11739.
* Coamander 2ND Striking Force Visual Dispatch 202330 October 1944

to 2•ND StrUding Force (at Make), War Diarly DESRON 1, October 1944,
WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.

*55* CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 200e34 October 1944 to Commander 2ND
Striking Force, COMDESRON 1, info Commanders SW Area Force, Takao
Guari District (Conbined Fleet DesOpord No. 460), War Diary DMSRON
1, October 1944, W)C Document 161638, NA 11739.

*5*5* Commander 2ND Striking Force Visual Dispatch 210750 October 194
to 2ND Striking Force, War Diary DFSRON 1, October 1944, WIC
Document 161638, NA 11739.

S** Commander 2ND Striking Force Visual Dispatch 210906 October 1944

to 2ND Striking Force (2AD Striking Force SigOrd No. 136), wr
Diary D1SI)DN 1, October 1914, WDC Document 1.61638, NA 11739.

**MM Takao Naval iAuard District Dispatch (time group unknown) October#
21st, 1944 t1o 22ND Striking Force, War Diary DESRON 1, October
1944, wDC Document 161638, NA 11739.
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At 1200 DESDIV TWiENT-ONE departed for Takao as ordered.*

At 1300 he received the dispatch sent to all commnds by GinC
Combined Flneet confirming 1-day as October 25th and Y-day (X-i) as October

2dheFrmsaaeafrmtoayi
At 1340 he received a second dispatch from CcumanderTakao Guard

District which stated, in effect, that (.) it was highly probable China-
based U.S. air forces would begin attacking the Formosa area from today in
support of the landing forces in the Philippines, (b) about fifty enemy

planes passed over (the place name given here is unidentifiable but is
presumably Chinese) at 1100 heading east and southeast, and (c) an alert is
necessary.**

Sometime after this he received a dispatch from Commander SW
Area Force directing the SECOND Striking Force to proceed to Manila, to
arrive not later than early morning October 23rd,.** Since there was no
reason given in this dispatch for these orders, it seems likely that he
realized that he was being transferred to Manila not only to have his com-
mand in a better relative position should he be ordered to partake in either
the penetration operation or the counterlanding operation but also, in view
of the Allied air strikes expected for today, to remove the command from the
Mako area.

As a consequence of this order he issued at 1430 by visual dis-
patch his SigOrd No. 137 wherein he advised his command that, "This force
will sortie tonight and proceed south. CHUDIV TWENTY-ONE time of departure
will be 17OO,.*N** He sent this dispatch to Commander Mako Base Force as
well so that that commander might make the necessary arrangements for the
departure of the above two units which arrangements likely concerned the
opening of the antisubmarine net-if one was there-and the employment of
base •mall craft in antisubmarine measures.

* War Diary DESRON 1, October 1944, W)C Document Vi- ,NA11739.
SGinO Combined Fleet Dispatch 2.11031 October 1944 to all conmanders
Combined Fleet, Detailed Action Report BATDIV 1, SHO No. I Opera-
tion, October 18th - 28th, 1944, WDC Doctment 161005, NA 117414.

* Cocmmander Takao Ouard District Visual Dispatch (date-time group
unknowt but. received at 1340 by DESR"N 1) October 194. to all
forces, War Diary DESRON 1, October 1944, WDC Document 161638,
NA 11739.

** Commander SW Area Force Dispatch 211251 October 1944 to Commander

2ND Striking Force, COMICRIDIV 16 (SW Aro.A Force DesLpO)r No. (78),
Detailed Action Report CRI]JiV 16, SfIO Operation, October 17th - 27th,
1944, t4)C Document 161005, NA 11714,.

SCommander 2ND Striking Force Visual Dispatch 2-11430 October 1944 to
2WD Striking Force and Mako Base Force (2ND Striking, Force SigOrd
No. 137), War Diary DESDIV 7 (3SHIO) October 1944, WDC Docwtient
16i717, NA 11801.
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At 1455 he advised the interested comwends that the SEC=ND
Stri•kng Force (less CRUDIV SIXTW, and DZSDIV TENTf-ONE) would depart Mako
at 1600 that day and was scheduled to arrive at the entrance to Manila Bay
at about 0700 October 23rd.*

It xdl1 be observed that he did not issue direct orders to CaI-
(RWIV SIXTEIN but inttead listed him an an action addressee in the above
Sdispatch, From this it is clear that he expected that that commander would
automatically conply with Commarder SW Area Force's dispatch 211251. In this
he was correct for as shown under "Operations of (X3(CUDIV SIXTEEN October
21st" =1tDIV SIXTUN sortied from Brunei Bay for Manila at 1710.*

During the forenoo and early afternoon he awaited the decision
as to whether or not his entire counid was to be employed in the counter-
landings or whether such operations would be limited to CRUDIV SIXTEEN while
he with CRUDIV T¶'dNT-OM and DESRON ONE would then be employed in the pens-
tration operation. Certainly, from his actions of the previous day, it seema
clear that while he desired the latter he was somewhat fearful of the former
(counterlandings).

At 1600, in the NACHI wita CRUIIV TWENAY-ONE and DESRON ONE (less
DESDIV TMT!.--NE), he sortied Mako and proceeded toward Manila.*4H

At 1637 (wben it was received by OOMCRLUDIV SIXTEEN) he received
a dispatch from the Chief of Staff SW Area Force which, after discussing the
Ariys difficulties with regard to reinforcements to the Leyte area, recom-
mended that at least CRUDIV TWNTT-0MN and DESRON ONE be directed to carry
out a penetration attack through Surigao Strait in coordination with the
penstrtion of the FIRST Striking Force.**** Based on the thoughts expressed
above, this dispatch was doubtless most pleasing to him. Whether this was so
simply because he desired to be in the penetration operation with no depth of
strategic concept, or whether it was so because he reali ed that a naval
victory wae essential at this point and that, since the Japanese forces were
inferior, it was essential for success that all units available be included
in the Japanese order of battle, is not known. From the fact that he at no
time made any sWestion to this effect, it seems likely that the former is
correct.

It is assumed that during the day he received most of the dis-
patches received by the other commands including the various contact reports

SCommander 2ND Striking Force Dispatch 211455 October 1944 to Comnander
SW Area Force info CinC Combined Fleet, Coemirder 1ST Striking Force,
(ICRoIIV 16, etc., War Diary RATDIV 1, October I•44, WDC Document
161638, NA 11739.

'* Detailed Action Report No. 6, AOBA, Antisut4mrine Action West of
Philippines, October 18th - 24th, li4, WDC Document 161747.

ON War Diry DESO" I., October 19", V)C Docutrent 161638, NA 1*739.
**0* CofS SW Area Force Diapatcsi 211322 October 19"4 to Graander 2ND Strik-

ing Force and oC (RDIV 16, etc., Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO
Operation, October 17th - 27th, 1944, WUC Docmerent 161005, NA 11744.
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and me. therefore alert to the developing situation in the Philippines and
to the operations under consideration for countering every action.

Sometime in the early evenng wnd probably about 1945 (when it
was received by Ommander FIRST Striking Force) he received Comander SW Area
Force DesOpOrd No. 679 wherein that commander (a) anounced tVat he was
assmming coamand of all naval air forces assembled in the Philippines area,
and (b) assigned tasks to the naval air forces under his conmand once the
SIXTH &se Air Force had moved to the Philippines.*

At 2315., entirely imknown to his commnd, they were contacted by
radar by the submarine SEADR&OOf which at 2337 notified the other two sub-
marines (SHARK, BLACKFISH)** giving a fairly accurate report of the position
of the force, its course (210 0 (T)), speed (sixteen) and composition (four
ships).*** As a result of this contact report, the SHARK and BEACKFISH,
operating on the surface, set course and speed to intercept.

At 24M Commander SZODRD Str•ing Force, with the SECOND Strik-
ing Force less C(UDIV SIXTEEN (which is discussed in the following pages)
and DRS)IV TWEI'TY-0[E, is bearing approximately 2400(T), distant about 140
miles from Garan B1.

At this time CCID]EDIV TWRT-ONE, with DESDIV TWENTY-ONE, wis
at Takao rhere he had arrived a few hours earlier-axact time not known.

: 7 Commander SW Area Force Dispatch 211345 October 1944 to Comanders 5TH
and 6TH Bae Air Forces, 954th and 955th Air Groupo, IST and 2ND Strik-
ing Forces, Mobile Force (SW Area Forc- DesOpOrd Lo. 679), Detailed
Action Plport .ST Striking Force, SHO Operations, October 16th - 28th,
19%4., bDc Document 161(41, NA 11839.

*' War Patrol Report EADRAOON, Report of 11Th War Patrol, Serial 194,
November 8th, 1944.

** War Patrol fospcrt EIACMFISHI, Report of 9TH War Patrol, emrI.al 001,
November (n), 1944.
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(1) Operations of CMXCRUDIV SIXTEEN, October 21st.

At 0000 C(MCRUDIV SIXTEEN, with CRUDIY SIXTEEN (AOBA, KINU,
URANAMI), was at anchor at Brunei Bay. He had completed fueling the previ-
ous evnixng and mas now awaiting ordirs. He well knew from the numerous
dispatches relating thereto that his command would be engaged in the trans-
port of troops from the Visayan Islands to Leyte.

in confirmation of the above he now (at 040--thi time that
it was recei'W by the AOBA)* received dispatch orders to carry out tht first
movement of troop relknforcements in direct consultation with the FOURTEE!TH
Area tU.**

At 1504 he received a dispatch from Commander 3W Area Force
directing the SECOND Striking Force to advance to Manila 'y the morning of
Octoter 231t at the latest.***

In accordance %Ath this dispatch he directed his command by
visual signal (a) at 1600 to prepare to sortie inmediately, and (b) at 1635
(by blinker) that the command would depart Brunei Bay at 1,645.**** The time
allowance here of ten minutes vas inadequate for it was not until 1710 that
the AOBA sortied.*

It is ansumed that during the day he received most of the
dispatches received by the other -ommands, includiiag the various contact
reports ,nd was therefore alert to the developing situation in the Philip-
pines and to the operations uwder consideration for countering enemy action.

He know, of course, that all indications now were that he
would handle the counterlandings with CRODIV SIXTEEN alone and that Conanider
SECOND Striking Force, with CRUTDIV TWENTY-ONE and DE2JiN ONE woutid bht in-
cluded in the penetration operation.

At about 2102, whtie underway for Manila, he received two
important dispatches- one, fw'im Comnander SW Area Force, repori;d an Army-
Navy Agreement wbo,-rein the navy agreed to transport two infantry, batta]lion,

* D-tailed Action ReporAt No, •,AOl An-tisubmari.ne Action West of
PhiLippines, Octoler l6th -2Atb, 19%4, &DC !cument 161747.

** Ooamnder 2ND Striklng Force Dispatch 201756 October 1944 to (XfMCRUDIV
16 (2ND Striking Forne DesOpOrd No. 8), War Diary, DUSRON 1, October
1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 117,39.

*0* Cn�maander SW Area Force Dispatch 21125] October 1W44 to Commander 2ND
Striking Force, GU4CRUDIV 16, info to Commander 1T Stilking Force,
etc. (SW Area Force DesOpOrd No. 678), Detailed Action Report KINU,
SHO No. I Operation, October ]Žtoh - 2wth, 394, &LC Locument 161077.

**n XI•MtUDIV 16 (ViduaU) D?-1t6ates 21600 and 211635 October 1944 to
(cUJDIv 36, Detailed Ac.tion Report KINU, 81O No. I peration, October
18th - 26th, 194j4 Wc Doci-umnt Ihf!eY?.
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from Cagayan to Leyte under command of CCMCRUD1V SIXTEEN;* the other, from
the Chief of Staff SW Area Force, stated among other items, that SW Area
Force Headquarters believed that if, upon departure from Brunei Bay for
Manila, the military situation required the presence of CRUDIV SIXTEEN at
Cagayan (Mindanao Island) rather than at Manila, there was no objection to
such a change.**

While this latter dispatch was not an order but. was only the
;)pinion of the )eadquarters of Commander SW Area Force, it appears to have
been sent for guidance and also appears to have had the force of an order,
Some neither Commander SECOND Striking Force nor COGCRUD1V SIXTEEN acted on
it on this day, it is clear that the Japanese command thought that the
situation was not favorable for a change.

At 2400 GWCRUDIV SIXTEEN was in approximate position Lati-
tude 060 -45'N, Longitude ll40 -501E, bearing 3450 (T), distant ninety miles
from Labuan Island, Brunei Bay.

(b) Operations of Commander FIFTH Base Air Forre, October 21st.

About 0043 Commander FIFTH Base Air Force, while still in confer-
ence at the headquartere of Oomranider SW Area Force,*** received a SIXTH Base
Air Force dispatch aiinouncing that that conmand would tentatively carry out
the general offensive on October 23rd and further tVAt it was planne. to con-
duct a dusk and night attack on October 22nd and that flying units would move
up to the Philippines on October 22nd..**** He noted that this dispatch ad-
vanced the date of the offensive by one day which meant that he would likely
Wave more strength to contribvte to the operation because of less attrition
from enemy air attacks.

The conference broke up about 0130.***

CamaJ'Oer SW Area Force Dispatch 2,1.910 October 1944WTAddre3sees uP-
know), substance of unich is referred to in Gonmmader SW Area Force
Dispatch 221320 October 1944 to coMcRhDoI 16, Transports 9, 10, 6,
102, info CinU Qimbtind Fleet, IsT •nd 2ND 3triking Forces, Main
Force, 6T1i Base Air Force, D~taiLed Action Report CRUPIV 16, S1O
Oneration, October 17th- Z7th, 1944, WDG Document 161(X5, NA 11744.

,-* (fS SW Area Force Dispatch 211914 "October 1944 to -,inC Combined Fleet,

Co•iander 2ND Strik-ing Force, ClKDIi '16, imperitJd QQ. 'Navy Section),
info Cognmanec.rs Main Force, 6(TH Babse Air Force, Detailed Action Report
CRUDIV 16, SHlO Oeration, October 17th - 27th, 1)944, WDC Docunint
1*.61005, WA 11174.

•** Memorandum Noted of Captain Bunzo Sdibata, IJN, Senior Staff Officer,
6TH Base jar Force., October lOtnL- 23rd, 1944. Department of the Army
Ristoric-il Division Microfilm HS-22, Item B.

***G Cormaander 6TH hase Air Force Dispmtc'h 21(K)1.30 etckwr 1944 to 6TH Base
Air Force, War Diary, l0)3rd Attac0 Unit, (701st Air Group), Kokobt

Detachment• October 13th - 31st, 1944, WUC Documý'nt 16025,ý3, NA 125 o
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At 0505 he received, on an information addressee, a dispatch
from the Ocif of Staff SIXTH Base Air Force inforsmg Ommander Western
Attack Force ONE that it had been (a) decided to carry out the SHO One
general offensive 1- the SIXTH Base Air Force ordered by Combined Fleet
DesOe-Ar 363 on October 23rd, and (b) tentatively decided to conduct a
dusk and night attack on October 22nd, employing the SEOOND Attack Group
(Table 2).*

This dispatch was of considerable importance in that the general
offensive -which had heretofore been scheduled as tentative now was confirmed.

No specific information is available on the extent of search and
reconnaissance operations conducted by the FIFTH Base Air Force on this date.
From the number and locations of contacts, however, it appears that the area
covered was more extensive than on the previous day,

Possibly at 0700 (it was received by the Main Force at this time)
he received Comnander Advance Expeditionary Force DesOpOrd Rp., I directing
the deployment and disposition of the "A" and "B" groups of submarines.•*
This was important information for Commander FIFTH Base Air Force now knew
that friendly submarines would soon be operating in certain definite areas,
some within sixty miles of the eastern coast of the Philippines, and he
could caution his command accordingly.

Conn4micing with early morning he began to receive contact reports
from his planes with an 0818 contact on six transports and six destroyers,
bearing 110°(T), distant 170 miles from Surigao.*** This appears to have
been TG 78.9 consisting of six transport type ships and four destroyers which
had departed the Leyte Gulf entrance at 2000 October 20thv (Contact C)
(Plate XXix).

Shortly thereafter he received an 0830 report on sixteen trans-
ports and two escort carriers, bearing O90°(T), distant 140 miles from
Surigao,*** (Contact D). This wa a contact on TG 78.6 consisting of two

CofS ( Base Air Force Dispatch " 6CiOl-67ctober 1944 to Western Attack
Force 1, info 5TH and 6TH Base Air Forces, War Diary .701st Air Group,
October 1st - 31st, 1944, WDC Document 160258.

** Commander Advance Fpeditiorary Force Dispatch 202053 October 1944 to
Advance Force, all commider-q (Xxniinbd Fleet (Advance Expeditionary
Force DesOpOrd No. 1), Detailed Action Report BA1D1V 1, SHO No. 1
(O;eration, October 18th - 28th, 1.944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

S*Collation of tw documents which differ somewhat as to times, location
Vnd composition but which give the same general picture: Vice Admiral
Matome Ugaki, 1JN (X1BADIMV 1% Personal DiarvENSOROKUJ, Nippon
Shuppan K vodo Kabushiki Kaisha (Toky., March .15th, 1953), Volume II;
Apppowlh&d Chart 11, Eneaky Fleet Dispositions on October 21st, 19414, D. -

1taIed Action Report Main Force, S}•O No. I Opera-tion, October 20th -
29th!, 1944, WDC Docu-nmnt 1,10X)5, NA H7•+. (Note, heference point
appears to have been the town of furipao near the northern tUp of
Mjndantn ).



COM FIFTH BASE AIR FORCE
October 21st

(NE's, six DD's, fourteen APA's/AKA's, thirty-three LST's, twelve LSI's and
two PT'". The group was en route Leyte via route SHEARWATER and was about
120 miles from the Leyte Gulf entrance and therefore about fifteen miles to
the westward ,' the reported position. One of the escort carriers, KADASHAN
BAY, made radar contact on an unidentified plane at 0835.*

He then received two O%,1O contacts. One (Contact F) was reported
as two carriers, four escort carriers and twenty other ships, bearing 770 0 (T),
distant 105 miles from Surigao.** This contact appears to have been either
TU 77•.•4.1, with four escort carriers, or TU 77.4.2, with six escort carriers,
despite the fact that TU 77..1 (which was the nearer) was over fifty miles
to the northwestward of the reported position. The second contact*-*
(Contact E) reported as eighteen transports, was in approximately the correct
position for TG 78.3, consisting of eighteen transports and five destroyers,
which had departed the entrance to Leyte Gulf at 0230 that morning.

Shortly thereafter, he apparently received a correction to the
0840 contact on the carriers which gave w. 0900 position closer to Leyte
Gulf*** (about O60 0 (T), distant sixty miles from Siarago Island). This
position, while still incorrect, was about fifteen miles closer to the
actual position of TU 77.4.1.

At about this time he received a contact report of surface ships
which at 0920 were bearing 091 0 (T), distant 420 miles from Manila,****
(Contact G). Although the position reported was about sixty miles to the
southwestward of their actirla position, this appears to have been a contact
report on TG's 38.1 and 38.4 which were then fueling. The lack of further
details is attributed in part to the poor flyIng weather at the time in the
vicinity of the fueling area. He also received another 0920 contact (Con-
tact H) listed only as a task force estimated to be in the San Bernardino
Strait.**** Whence came this contact report is not known as the Allies had
no forces in this area.

* War Diary KADASHAN BAY, October 21st, 1944.

* Collation of two docufents which differ somewhat as to times, locations

and composition but which give the same general picture: Vice Adidr&l
Matome Ugaki, lJN (CO4BATDIV 1), Personal Diary SENSOROKU, Nippon
Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki KaJsha (Tokyo, March 15th, 1953), Volume 11;
Appended Chart Ii, FEnemy Fleet Dispositions on October 21st, 1944,
Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th --
29th, 1944, VAC Document 161)005, NA 11744. (Note: Referencs point
appears to have been the town of S'arigao near the northern tip of
Mindan)o.

N** Appended Chart II, Enemy Fleet Disposgitions on October 21st, I)44, De-

tailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th -
29th, 1944, WDC Document. 16.10•)5, NA ._1744.

SVice Admiral Matome Ugaki, IJN (CU1hBATDIV I), Personal Diary SENSOROKU
Nippon Shuppan KyoAo Kabushiki Kal siia (l"kyo, March 1th, 19-3),
Volume 11; and Apper•ied Chart 1i, Lneniy Fleet Disposition. on Or(toher
21st, 1944, Detailed Action Report i4ain Force, SHO No. I Cporation,
October 20th - 29th, 1944, WDI) Document 1,Pl]Px)¶, NA li7144.
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Shortly thereafter he received a 0935 contact report on one
battleship and twenty-four other ships, bearing 3500, distart 160 tiles
from Suluan Island* (Contact I). Although this position was approximately
norrect for TG 38.2, the sighting appears to have been made on TG 38.3,
uhich was about fifteen miles to the westward, because the lookouts in the
LEXINGTON sighted a low flying twin-engine plane at 0945 about eight miles
from that task group. The plane managed to escape**

At 1000 he sent a dispatch announcing that tw carrier-type
attack planes had carried out a surprise attack on enemy ships in Leyte
Giulf the previous day (October 20th) and had su one large transport.***
Actually, no transports had been sunk or even hl.G at this time. However,
the HONOLULU had been seriously damaged by an aerial torpedo on that day""*,
and it seems probable therefore that it was this hit which was incorrectly
reported by the airplane. In this connection it is of interest that at
approximately 0600 on this day (October 21st) a Japanese carrier-type plane
had struck the AUSTRALIA on the foremast****' killing, as mentioned under
"Operations of CinC Combined Fleet, October 2Otht,, her Captain and wunding
the Commodore. The Japanese do not appear to have known of the success of
this attack. Therefore, when they received intelligence information, pr6-
sumably in the forenoon (October 21st) that a cruiser, the AUSTRALIA, had
been hit,a***** they evaluated the hit as being the transport hit of the
previous day.

Soon thereafter he was aware of the issuance of FOURTH Air Army
Order No. 518 for the SHO Operation.*****•* He studied this order and noted
that with the possible exception of the intended move of the headquarters of
C. G. FOUTH Air Army to Bacolod, there was nothing in the order which was
at variance with the basic plans. He could perhaps foresee future difficulty

* Vice Admiral Matome Ugaki, IJN (CMBATDIV I), Personal Diary

SENSOROKU, Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha (Tokyo, March
15th, 1953), Volume II; and Appended Chart II, Enew Fleet Dis-
positions on October 21st, 1944, Detailed Action Report Main Forece,
SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005.
NA .1744.
War Diary LEXINGTON, October 21st, 1944.
5TH Base Air Force Dispatch 211000 October 1944 to Battle Report
Addressees, Detailed Action Report No. 3, 253rd Attack Unii (331st
Air Group), October 20th - November 13th, 1944, WDC Document 160354,
NA 12378.
CTF 77 Dispatch 200755 October 1944 to CCASOWESPAC, info CO(iNCH,
CINCPAC, COO3HDFLT, Oitc.

S"" Action Report CTG 71.3, Leyte Operation, Serial A16-3 (0359),
November 3rd, 1944.

S* Material for Sitmatlon Estimates, IST Section Naval General Staff
October 1944, WVC L:ocument 216764 (Microfilm).

S4TH Air Ar'4 Operation Orar A--518, 10i0 October 21st, 1944, Docu-
ments from file of Li-utenant Colonel Katsuo Sato, IJA, Staff
Officer 4TH Air Army, Department of the Army Hit.torlcal Division,
Microfilm H{3-7.
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in coordinating the efforts of the army and navy air forces during the
coming operations resulting from the physical separation of the two head-
quarters, but since thia was more a problem for Coumander SW Area Force
than of his command he likely gave it no serious attention.

Shortly thereafter he received a report that the lookout station
on Catanduanes Island at 1040 had sighted a large force bearinL (Y°0o(T),
distant fifty-four miles,* (Contact J). This was apparently a sighting of
TG 38.3 because it was the group nearest the reported position and also
because the LXNGTON in that group had sighted Catanduanes Island at 0855,
distant thirty-five miles.**

As a result of this contact and possibly the onos made at 0920
and 0935, Commander FIFTH Base Air Force appears to have directed further
reconnaissance in the vicinity of San Bernardino Strait. He had reason to
believe that a task force was present in that area.*I*

He also was likely aware--perhaps he had so ordered-that Kami-
kaze attacks were to be initiated that after )on with in attack on the two
carriers and four escort carriers which had been contacted at 0840 and
09)0.****

At about U159 he received a dispatch from Commander Western Force
which ordered six reconnaissance seaplanes to provices A/S protection for the
FIRST Striking Force, operating first from Labtan and then from the Philip-
pines.*****

At about 1215 he received a dispatch to Commander FIRST StrikingForce wherein CinC Combined Fleet :autioned that Allied reconnaissanceplanes had apparently reported sighting that force.I*m Shortly thereafter

* Memorandum of Vice Admiral Ounichi MikAwa, IJN, CinC Southwerit Area
Force, GHQ, FEC Special Historical Cfllection, Supporting Dlocuments
to General of the Army Douglas MacArthur' s Historical Report on
Allied Operations in the Southwest Pacific Are* (Item 31, Footlocker
7 of 1o, S14A Series, Volure Ii).

m War Diary LEKINGTON, October 21st, 1.944.
Vice Admiral Matome Ugaki, IJN, (COMBATDIV 1), Personal Diary,
SENSOROv'U, Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha, (Tokyo, Maccl,
15th, 1953), Volume I!.

W*** Summary Table of Special Attack (Kamikaze) Air Operations in th,
Philippines, October 21st - 27th, 1944, Philippine Area Naval Opera-
tioxas, Part 11, October - December 1944, 2ND Demobilization Bureau
Japanese Government, October 1947, Department of the Army Historical
Division File No. 8-5, JS-l(h.

' Comander Western Force Dispatch 2231129 uctober 1944 to interentea
commnds, War Diary D3RON 10, October 1.94, 14UC Document 161638,
NA 11739.

* CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 211145 October '191414 to Otninder 1ST
Striking Force, info Ccnmwkder SW Area Force and Commander :TH Bas
Air Force,, War Diary DES3ON 10, October 194., WDC Document 161638,
NA 1739.
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the credibility of this sighting was strengthened by a dispatch from the
Chief of Staff SW Area Force reporting that B-24 reconnalsseance and attack
range had been extended to Palawan and Mindorc,* which were almost as far
from Morotai as was Brunei. He watched thsse developments with interest
because of the increasing possibility that he would be called upon to fur-
nish protection for the FIRST Striking Force against both air and submarine

attacks.

Possibly at 1300 (it was received by COMDESRON ONE at this time)
he received a GinC Combined Fleet dispatch which again announced tlui N-day
was set for October 25th and Y-day for October 24th.** Since this dispatch
was a confirmation of previous information he likely decided that no further
changes in X-day were anticipated by CinC Combined Fleet.

At 1302 he sent a dispatch to his own command and probably other
commands as well anncuicing that Vice Admiral Onishi had assunAd command of
the FIFTH Base Air Force on Oztob-w 20th and that the transfer of auties had
been completed.' •

During the afternoon he received (a) a dispatch stating that an
arqy report indicated that landings were taking place on Rapu Rapu Isl&nd
near Legaspi.**** Since this report had iot been preceded by reports of
the usual pre-landing activity in that vicinity, it seems likely that he
reached no conclusion but awaited further developments, (b) a dispatch that
Commander SW Area Force was ordering the SECOND Striking Force to advance to
Manila by the morning of October 23rd,**** (c) a 1330 contact (Contact K)
on four NEss, t'c battleships two cruisers, and six destroyers, a total of
seventeen ships (sic).*n*** ?This appears to have been either TU 7(.4.1 or
TU 77.4.2), (d) a dispatch, apparentyr from the FOURTH Air Army, giving the
results of further reconnaissance in the vicinity of San Berrarino Strait.

* CofT SW Area Force Dispatch 211231 October1944 to Comnanders Main
Force, 6TH Base Air Force, etc., War Diary ZU]IHO, October let - 25th,
1944, 4DC Document 161636, NA 11973.

* CinC Combined Fleet Diiv)atch 221031 October 1944 to all Fleet and
Squadron Ccmmaxders, Con'b&ned Fleet Detailed Action Report BATDIV 1,
SHO No. I Operation, October 18'th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161005,
NA 11744.
5TH Base Air Force Dispatch 21130? October 19414 to 5TH Base Air
Force, War Diary 61st Air Flotilla, Octolbr 1944, WDC Doairmnnt
161643, NA 12260.

S33RD Special Base Force Dispatch 211250 October 1944, addressees

uiknown, Detailed Action Report MAIn Force, SHO No. 1 Operation,
October 20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

*1*1 Cormmander SW Aroa Force DispawLch 211.251 Octobrr 1I941, to Fleet Com-

ruands, War Diary, DESRON 1, October 1944, G)0 Document 161638,
NA 11739.

4'4i*Appendied Chart 11, Eneray Fie,,t Disrosýitiorn. on Oet.cher 211t;, 1944,
Detail-.d AIction Repert Main lorce, Sfi? No. 1 Opertition, Octol"er

20th- 29th, 1944, WI)C Document ]()I(X05, NA 1174L.
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Four carriers, five battleships and twenty-two other ships i-re reportod at
1330 to have been bearing 1000(T) distant forty miles from the northern tip
of Catanduanes Island* (Contact J5. This was on TG 38-3 and was a reasona-
bly correct position report. Actually, the group was about ten miles far-
ther to the eastward. It was comprised at this time of four carriers, two
battleships, one cruiser and thirteen destroyers-a total of twenty ships.

Upon receipt of the latter concept and in accordance with in-
structions,** an attack was ordered made on this task group by carrier-type
attack planes of the 253rd Attack Unit at Nichols.***

At about 1415 (because he was in the Manila area) he had received
an important di-oatch from Commander SW Area Force wherein that commander
outlined his policy once the SIXTH Base Air Force came under his comand.****

At 1500 he knew that a search -. tack group of six carrier planes
had taken off from Nichols Field to attack the carrier group sighted off
Catanduanes Island at 1330.*N*

At about 1528 he received a dispatch outline of SIXTH Base Air
Force operations for the next day, Octobc" 22nd.*N*%* Thase operations in-
cluded, among other things, the general plan of movement of the SIXTH eso
Air Force to the Philippines and the planned arrival of the commander c.
that force Jn Manil&a about 1700 October 22nd. Since he had been a party to
the discussions of matters pertaining to the basing of SIXTH Base Air Force
units, he was likely familiar with the general plan of movement and with the
fact that a tentative decision had been made to locate headquarters in
Manila.******

* Daily Record of the War Situation, 4TH Air Army, GHQ, FEC, Special
Historical Collection, Supporting Documents to General of the Army
Douglas MacArthur's Historical Report on Allied Operations in the
Southwest Pacific Area (Item 4, Footlocker 10 of 10, SWPA Series,
Volume II).

** Commander Philippine Attack Force I SigOpOrd No. 22, October 19th,
1944, Detailed Action Report No. 3, 253rd Attack Unit (331st Air
Group), October 20th-- November 13th, 1944, WDC Document 160354,
NA 12378.
Detailed Action Report No. 3, 253rd Attack Unit (331rt Air Group),
October 20th -- November 13tti, 194, WDC Docurment 10354, NA 12378.

* * Cormmander SW Area Force Dispatch 21-1345 October 1944 to major fleet
commanders (SW Area Force DesOpOrd No. 679), Detailed Action Report
BATDIV 1, SHO Nlo. 1 (Operation, October 18th - 28th, 194.4, WDC
Document 161005, NA 1171,4.

***** Coimanrder 6TH Base Air Force Dispatch 21145W3 October 1944 to 6TH Base
Air Force, Main Force (6TH Base Air Force DesOpOrd No. 85), 4ar Diary
ZUWIO, October let - 25th, 1944, &9C Docurment .f 1636, NA 11973.

S** Meorand|wmn noten of Captatin }ihnzo Shiqiita, 'JN, 'Senior ;taf'f Officetr,
6TH Baste Air F'orce, Octodber lOt~h - 23rd, 1944, fLepartment of the
krmy, Historical Division Micrnfilrr HS-22, Item Ii.
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At 1625 the first Kamikaze attack unit, consisting of two
fighter bombers escorted by one fighter, took off from Cebu Island with
orders to crash attack an enmy group of six carriers, bearing 090°(T),
distant 145 miles from C~bu (Contact F). Since the contact was nearly
seven and one-half hours old at the time of take off, Commander FIFTH
Base Air Force likely realized that th. chance of success was poor.*

THIS KAMIKAZE UNIT MARVED THE INAUGURATION OF REGULARLY
FLAMlO KAMIKAZE ATTACKS AND, AS SUCH, IS HISTORICALLY IMPORTANT, FORE-
SHADOWING THE VIOLENT ATTACKS BY UNITS IN UATER OPERATIONS SUCH AS
LINGAYEN GULF AND OKINAWA. THIS UNIT SUCCEEDED IN TAKING OFF AT 1625 ONLY
AFTER CONSIDERABLE DIFFICULTY. These difficulties are described in a post-
war article on the Kamikaze Attack Corps** of which one of the co-authors
was the operations officer of the 201st Air Group.*" This account related
that on this day six carrier-type fighters at Cebu Base had been moved from
concealed revetments to the airstrip ard were warming up preparatory to the
initiation of Kamikaze attacks when Allied "Grummana" attacked, burning all
six aircraft. (According to Allied records, this attack occurred about 1530).
Following the Allied attack, two more Kamikaze aircraft were readied and took
off with one escort but did not make contact; two of the three returned to
base, one was lost. While this account is interesting, it cannot be con-
sidered without other evidence to be sufficiently accurate to use in this
analysis. This is so for the official report falls to indicate the results
of this flight other than to say "unknown". The destruction of the six
carrier-type fighters is confirmed (a) by Japanese records which state that
six carrier-type fighters were set afire by the strikes against Cebu and
Mactan,**W* and (b) by Allied reports which claimed the destruction on the
grouad at Cebu, of seven carrier-type fighters which were warming up
preparatory to take off.*****

At 1644, as had been directed by Commander SW Area Force on
the day before,-*N** he ordered Commander 761-t Unit to transfer five

* Summary Table of Special Attack (Kamikaze) Air Operations in the
Philippines, October 21st - 27th, 1944, Philippine Area Naval
Operations, Part I1, October - December 1944, 2ND Demobilization
Bureau Japanese Government, October 1947, Department of the Army,
Historical Division File No. 8-5, J;-104.

** Captain Rikihei Inoguchi, ex-IJN and Cor•iander Tadashi Nakajima,
ex-IJN, "The Kamikaze Attack Corps", Naval Institute Proceedings,
Vol. No. 79, No. 9 (September 1953), pages 933-945.
Comnarnder Tadashi Nakajima, ex-IJN.

** War Diary 61;T Air Flotilla, October 19144, vDC Dccument 161643,
NA 12260.
Aircraft Action Reports VF 26, VF 35, VT 26, VT 27 and VC 60,
Uctober 21st, 19414.

SCoruwmander S` Area Force Dispatch 201017 October 1944 to Commanders
We3tern Air Attack Force, 5TH Ba-ge Air Force, CinC Combined Fleet,
imperial GHQI (Navy Section), (SW Area Force DesOpOrd No. 671),
Detailed Action Report No. 3, 253RD Attack Unit (331ST Air Group),
October 2Oth - November 13th, 194", PiDC Document. 16354, NA I3.
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carrier-type attack planes to the 331st Air Group.* This might appear to
have been rather belated compliance with Commander SW Area Force's directive;
however, It appears more likely that this dispatch was merely a written con-
firmation of action previously taken.

Sometime during the day he received a report that fourteen to
fifteen battleships and cruisers and eighty transports were in Leyte Gulf**
(Contact K).

It appears likaly that he received or was the originator of a
sunmary evaluation of important contacts on eneuy forces near the Philip-
pines. This summary, as recorded in Imperial General Headquarters, placed
the over-all enemy strength discovered at "four carriers, eight escort
carriers, about sixty transports, three task groups"'.*I* It is not clear
from the notation whether the three task groups mentioned are exclusive of
the other forces enumerated or, as appears more likely, that the notation
indicates the grouping of the forces enumerated. Regardless of the meayLing
placed on this notation, from the incomplete contact reports and the numer-
ous radio direction finder fixes,** it was most likely apparent to Commander
FIFTH Base Air Force that many of the Allied forces presently off the Philip-
pines had not as yet been sighted.

At about sunset, since he had originated the Kamikaze attacks, he
awaited with interest the results accomplished by the first attack unit shich
had taken off at 1625.**** He appears to have awaited in vain for the results
of the attack, if made, are unknowN*NN probably because the fighter escort
lost contact with the attack planes. The Allied forces report no attacks at
this time, although a Japanese snooper showing navigation lights flew around
TU 77.4.1 from 1830 to 2045.*****

Sometime around 1930 he learned that the report of an Allied land-
ing near Legaspi had been false.*

SCommander 5TH Base Air Force Dispatch 2116"- October 1944 to Clark
Air Base, 331ST Air Group, Commanders SW Area Force, Western Air
Attack Force (5TH Base Air Force DesOpOrd No. 53), Detailed Action
Report No. 3, 253RD Attack Unit (331ST Air Group), October 2Oth -
November 13th, 1944, WDG Document 160354, NA 12378,
Appended Chart I1, Enemy Fleet Dispositions on October 21st, 1944,
Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. I Operation, October 20th--
29th, 1944, W,,DC Documzent 161005, NA 1l741.
Matorial for Situation Estimates, 1ST Section, Naval General Staff,
October 1944, WDC Document 216764 (Microfilm).

SSunmmary Table of Special Attack (Kamikaze) Air Operations in the
Philippines, October 21st - 27th, 1944, Philippine Area Naval Opera-
tions, Part I1, October - Decembcr .944, 2ND Demobilization Bureau,
Japanese Government, October 1945, Department. of' the Aroy, Historical
Division File No. 8-5, JG-104.

t* * Action Report CTG 77.4, Leyte Gulf, October h2th - 29th, 1944, Serial
00104, November 8th, 19414.

" *4**** 33RD. Special Base Poi e Dispatch 21Y19Y Octob•-r 1944, add,0esees
iuntkrno, DetailtA Action Report Main Force, 8ti(c No. I Operation,
October 20th- 29th, 19(4, WUC Docurr•nt I NA I1744.
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At about 2050 he learned that the search-attack group of six
carrier-type attack planes. which had taken off from Nichols Field at 1500
against the carrier task group sighted at 1330 off Catarduanes Island, had
failed to contact the enevq and had landed at Bulan at 2020. Two planes
were heavily damaged in operational accidents.*

About this time he also learned that during the day the FOURTH
Air Arny had launched about seventeen planes for attack on Allied ships in
Leyte Gulf.**

It seems that also about this time he became very concerned over
the limited air offensive which could be launched by the Japanese air forces
in the Philippines in support of the penetration operatior&--it was because of
this he had formed the Kamikaze Special Attack Unit&-and feared that unless
these units were given some days in which to attack the enenm carriers, the
Japanese air forces could not provide adequate air protection for the FIRST
Striking Force,*** This matter was even now under discussion by his staff,
which discussion was attended by a representative of the SIXTH Base Air
Force.**** He determined at this late hour to recommend that the penetration
operation "be postponed until after the anene had been submitted to strikes
by our Special Attack Corps" and therefore, for this purpose, went over to
Commander SW Area Force's headquarters. However, upon arriving there, he
learned that Conunander FIRST Striking Force had already issued the sortie or-
ders for the FIRST Striking Force and so he decided to forego the requestt****

Detailed Action Report No. 3, 253RD Attack Unit (331ST Air Group),
October 20th - November 13th, 1944, W4C Document 160354, NA 12378.
Daily Record of the War Situation, 4TH Air Army, GHQ, FEC, Special
Historical Collection, Supporting Documents to General of the Army,
Douglas MacArthurfs Historical Report on Allied Operations in the
Southwest Pacific Area (Item 4, Footlocker 10 of 10, SWPA Series,
Volume i).

SCaptain Rikihei InogUchi, ex.-IJN, and Commander Tadashi Nakajima,
ex-IJN, "The Kamikaze Attack Corps", Naval Institute Proceedings,
Vol. No. 79, No. 9 (September 1953), Pages 933 - 945.

SMeonrunum Notes of Captain Bunzo Shibata, IJN, Senior Staff Officer,
6Til Base Air Force, October 10th - 23rd, 1944, Department of the
Army, Historical Division Microfilm HS-22, Item B.

** Vice Admiral Ryvnosuke Kusaka, CMýn Combined Fleet, has a variant to
this. He says that (a) Corniatider 5TH Base Air Force sent a dispatch,
riot available to this aralysis, to GinC Combined Fleet In which he
asked, "Would it be possible to postpone the penetration scheduled
for October 25th for two or three days?", and (b) CinC Combined Fleet
denied thIs request (by dia1 itch?) because the IST Striking Force
would be wandering "aimlessly around" for two or three days Vnich
would make the penetration impossible because of a shortage of fuel.
(Vice Admiral Ryunoeuke Kusaka, ',COMPINEM FL"YEET', (Japyn, April 5th,
1952) Pages 225 - 246.) Since this version iS not supported either
by (aý dispatches, (b) other inýormi-.tlon available which appears ur'e
correct, or (c) by %bat appear to be the facts of the cane, !t is
considered as the less likely of the tw) versions.
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Sometime that night he received a dispatch from the Chief of
Staff SK Area Force giving the opinions of that command concerning the use
of the SEOND Striking Force in the penetration operation.*

There is no information available from Japanese sources which
indicates the total nuber of aircraft on this day (a) lost by the FIFTH Base
Air Force, or (b) received as reinforcements, although it seeums probable that
none were so receivel. Therefore, recourse mist necessarily be made to the
evaluation system developed in Volume I** wherein it was determined that (1)
the Allied claims had to be maltiplied by sixty-four per cent to obtain
actual losses by the Japanese and (2) the actual ground losses so obtained
had to be multiplied by sixty per cent to obtain the number of operational
aircraft destroyed on the ground. The resu t of this evaluation gives a loss
of nine planes which, when subtracted from the thirty-three operational air-
craft on hand at the beginning of the day gives twenty-four operational
planes on hand at the end of the day.*1w

SCofS SW Area Force Dispatch 211914 October iW,44 to CinC Combined Fleet,
OCRCRUDIV 16, 2ND Striking Force, YIperial Gli (Navy Fsction), etc.,
War Diary DESRON 1, October 1944 WDC Document 161663, NA 11739.

** Volume I. Battle for Leyte Gulf (NavPers 9197: ), Naval War College,
1953, Chapter III, (e)(3), Discussion of Losses of Japanese kircraft.

S'This figure wai obtained au follows:
A. (a) (OE3RDFLT claimed destroying (1) in the air, thirteen planes and
(2) on the ground, thirty-seven planes. These, based on Allied reports,
have been evaluated as (1) Jn the air, eleven army and two navy, (2) on
tho ground, thirty-seven army. (b) UG 77.4 claimmed destroying (1) in
tbi. air, five planes and (2) on the ground thirty-one planes. These,
wse-d on Allied reports, have been evaluated as (1) in the air, three

arzW and two navy, and (2) on the gromrd, twenty-four amy and seven
navy. (c) Commander FIFTH Ulr Force claimed destroying (1) in the air,
none (2) on the water, one, (d) Allied units in Leyte Gulf claimed
destroying (1) in the air thx',e ariW planes, one navy plane, (2) on
the gmrund, none. (e) (15 Therefore, the 5TH &ise Air Force planes
claimed destroyed by Allied forces were (a) in the &ir, five (b) on the
ground, eight; (2) and the 4TH Air Army planes claimed destroyed by
AKlled forces were (a) in the air, seventeen (b) on the ground, sixty-
one,
B. With relation to the 5TH Base ýdr Force planes, the Japanese as
pointed out earlier, admit having lost six on the ground. It is
assumed that this figure is correct ana therefore, the calculated
multiplier of sixty-four per cent is not applicable. l1ioever, it is
applicable to the planes loit in the air. This gives three (Ox.64)
planes. Likewise, the multiplier of sixty per cent to determine the
operational planes lost on the gro~und is inapplicable, because the
six planes itere operational. Therefore, the total operational planes
lost by the 5TH Kase Air Force were thrme It, the air and six on the
ground, a total of nine planes. Thin fiKure subtracted fronm the
thirty-three operational aircraft on hand at the comiencement of the
day leaves a remainder of twenty--four planes.
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(B) Operations of C.G. FOURTH Air Arny, October 21st.

Shortly after midnight the C.G. FOURTH Air Army, who was at his head-
quar•ers in Manila, learned presumably from his naval liaison officer of
Cowmander FIFTH Base Air Force's order to form Kamikaze attack units.*
There is no indication that he at this time seriously considered adopting
such tactics within his owt conmusx.

Shortly thereafter, through the navy, he learned that QOsnaer SIXTH
Base Air Force had decided to commence the general air offensive on October
23rd and that there was also a plan to conduct a dusk and night attack on
the evwning of October 22nd.** This plan was important to him because his
own plan cafled for the concentration of his forces in the Visayas prior to
launching the general offensive. With the SIXTH Base Air Force attacking
the Allied carrier force in strength, there would be less likelihood of
enem interference with the cmoentration of his own forces.

On the other hand, there was the disadvantage that such early arrival
would necessarily force increased pressure on his command to insure that
the airfields were prepared for the arrival of the SIXTH Base Air Force
sinceb the larger part of these airfields belonged to the FOURTH Air Arqr.

He wis, of course, aware of the conference at the headquarters of Com-
mander SW Area Force which continued until 0130."N*

As with Commander FIFTH Base Air Force, there is no information available
as to the extent of the search and reconnaissance operations uonducted by
C.G. FOURTH Air Arny on this date. However, it is clear that these opera-
tions were extensive for he received the fallowing contacts on forces near
Leyte (ulf shown on Plate XXIX-**** (a) an 0818 contact on six transports
and six destroyers (Contact C); (b) an 0830 contact on sixteen transports

* GComander 5Th 3aie Air Force Dispatch 202347 October 1A44 to Conmrnder
201ST Air Group (6TH Hose Air Force DesOpOrd No. 52), War Diary 61ST
Air Flotilla, October 1944, WDC Document 161643, NA 12260.

- Commander 6TH Base Air Fcrce Dispatch 210013 October 1944 to 6TH Base
Air Force, Detailed Action Report No. 2, 102ND and 103111) Attack Units
(701ST Air Group', october 22nd - November 15th, 3944, •PC Docnwent
161293, NA 12505A; aho ConS 6TH Base Air Force Dispatch 2-10o46
October ]944/, to (C•aander Western Attack F(.rce 1, info Commanders
5TH and 6TH Rase Air Forces, War Diary lI•3RD Attack Unit (701ST Air
Group) Kokubu Detachmw- t, October 13th - -1st, 1944, 4)C Document
160258, NA 12592.

*** Memsr-dum Notes of Captain Bunzo Shibata, IJN, Senior Starf Officer,
6THi Base Air Force, October 10th - 23rd, 1944, Department of' the Arry,
Uistorical Division Microfilm HS-22, Item B.

*-- Vice Admiral Matome Uga~i, IJN (OM3BATDIV I), Personad d)iry 5ENSOROKU,
Nippon shuippn Kyodo Katushiki Kaisha (Tokyo, March 15th, 1953), Volunme
1I; al.-so Appended Uw-rt 11, Fnmy Fleet Dis.x)rs tions on October 2.-st,
1944, DetakIle Action tisuort Main Force, S%) No. I Op,erat.on, October
20th - 29th, 194, WDC Do-unmitt 161005, iM 1-1744.
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and two esoort carriers (Contact D); (c) an 0840 contact amplified at 0900
on two carriers, four escort carriers and twty other ships (Contact F);
and (d) another 0840 contact report on eighteen transports (Contact E). He
also received a 0920 contact rport on surface shipa 420 miles east of
Manila (Contact G) and an 0935 contact on one battleship and twenty-four
other ships off San Bernardino Strait (Contact I).

Sometime during the morning he received a visit from a senior staff
officer representing Commander SIXTH Base Air Force* to discuss the utiliza-
tion by that force of arxq bases in the Philippines.** From that officer,
he likely received an up-to-date concept of the operation from the point of
view of Commander SIXTH Base Air Force.

At 1000 he placed the THIRTIETH Fighter Group under Commander SECOND Air
Division.*** All fighter planes in the SECOND Air Division were now coin.-
manded by the oomsnder of the THIRTIETH Fighter Group in accordance with
the order of C.G. SECOND Air Division issued the previous day.KNNN This
included most of the aroW fighters in the northern and central Philippines.

He had been following the developing situation and at 1000 issued his
Operation Order A.-518*W** for the coming offensive. Because it was appar-
ently the order under which the FOURTH Air Army oonducted the battle, it is
quoted essentially in full:

"(I) The en=W is continuing to land on the coast of Leyte Gulf. The
main strength of our naval forces has begun moving with a view to destroying
the eneq' in the waters east of the Philippines.

"(2) The Air ArvV will employ its full strength to msash enemy shipping
engaged in landing operations in the Leyte Gulf Area.

"(3) Coander SECOWD Air Division will continue to press attacks while
awaiting the arrival of the THIRTIETH fIghter Group in the central

* Captain n Shibata, IJN.,

5* Memorandum Notes of Captain Bunzo Shibafa, IJN, Senior Staff Officer,
6TH Base Air Force, October 1Oth - 23rd, 1944, Department of the
Arm, Historical Division Microfilm HS-22, Item B.

WN Daily Record of the War Situation, 4TH Air Army, GEQ, FEC, Special
Historical Collection, Supporting Documents to General of the Army
Douglas MacArthur's Historical Report on Allied Operations in the
Southwebt Pacific Area (Item 4, Footlocker 10 of 10, SWIA Series,
Volume II).

"*** 2ND Air Division PlaIn of Operations for te Philippine Decisive
Battle, October 20th, 1944, Document from file of Lieutenant Colonel
Katsuo Sato, IJA, Staff Officer, 4TH Air ArM, Department of
the Ars, historical Division Microfilm HS-7.

**** 4TH Air ArWy Operation Ordt," A-518, 1000 October 21st, 1944., Document
from rile of Lieutenant Colonel Katsuo Sato, IJA, Staff Officer LT}{
Air Army, Department of the Army Historical Division Microfilm H16-7.
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Philippines. Upon its arrival by the evening or October 23rd it ill come
un'er his conmmard and therefore full strength attacke will be launche&d and
continued.

"(4) All emite will take special precautions to conceal and protect air-
craft on the ground.

"(5) The commnd post of C.G. FOURTH Air Army will move to Bacolod on
the evening of October 23rd."

THE ABOVE PLAN SEES, IN GENERAL, CORRECT AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH TI-M
AGRF•) PLANS; I.E., THE BASE AIR FORCES WERE TO ATTACK THE CARRIERS, PRI-.
MARILY WILE THE FOURTH A1P ARMY ATTACKED THE INVASION FORCES. HOWEVER,
THE MOVE(ENT OF THE COMMANL POST OF THE FOURTH AIR ARMY TO BaCOLOD WAS
QUESTIONABLE BECAUSE OF THE NECESSITY FOR OBTAINING COLE)INATION NOr ONLY

WEEN THE AIR FORCES CONCERNED, BUT ALSO BETWEEN CINC SOUTHERN ARMY, C.G.
FOURTEETH AREA AII4Y, THE OHANDERS FIFTH AND SIXTH BASE AIR FORCES, AND
COMMANDER SW AREA FORCE, ALL OF WHOM HAD OR WOULD SOON HAVE HEADQUARTERS
IN MANILA. SINCE C.G. FOURTH AIR ARMY WAS FULLY ALERT TO THIS PROBLEM, HIS
DECISION TO MOVE TO BAOOL•) MUST NECESSARILY HAVE BEEN A DIFFICULT COM-
PROMISE. HE REALIZED THAT THERE WERE, OF COURSE, MANf ADVANTAGES IN HAVING
THE CGflAND POST AT BACOLOD. AMONG THESE WERE (A) HIS FEELING THAT SINCE
THE SEC=ND AIR DIVISION, WHICH CONTAINED THE IAROER NUMBER OF AIR'LANES IN
THE FOURTH AIR ARMY IN THE PHILIPPINES, WAS TO MOVE TO THE VISAYAS WHERE IT
WAS TO LAUNCH ATTACKS AGAINST THE ALIED INVASION FORCES IN LEYTE GULF, HE
MIGHT BETTER CONTROL ITS OPERATIONS FROM THERE, AND (B) HIS BELIEF THAT HIS
PRESENCE IN THE BACOLOD AREA COULD NOT BUT HAVE AN INSPIRING EFfECT ON THE
COMBATANT UNITS. ON THE OTHER HAND, HE COULD PLAINLY SEE TIIAT THE SUCCESS
OR FAILURE OF HIS PLAN [)ULD NECESSARILY BE DETERMINED, OTHER THINGS BEING
EQUAL, BY THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE COMMUNICATION SYSTEM AND BY THE %MPE-
TENCE OF HIS LIAISON OFFICERS AT THE VARIOUS HEADQUARTERS. (AS A MATTER OF
INTEREST, FINDING IT VERY AWKWARD AND INO(MNVENIFT TO ESTABLISH SUCH COM-
MUNICATIONS, THE C.G. F0UrTH AIR ARMY RETURNED HIS HEADQUARTERS TO MANILA
ON NOVEMBER 7TH.)*

Through navy sources he learned shortly after 1100 that (a) C1rnC COm-
hined Fleet had again announced that 1-day had been eat for October 25th,**
an6 (b) at lO4 the Catanduanes Island lookout station had sighted a large
force bearing 0700(T), distant fifty-four miles (Contact J),*W* and (c) of

* Philippine Air Operations, Phase I, 194 - 1945, IST Demobilization
Bureau Monograph, Japanese Government, October 1946, Vol. 46, Part I
(Colonel Misao Matsumxne, ex--IJA).

S'* CinC Comhined Fleet Dispatch 211031 October 1944 to all Fleet and
Squadron Commanders, (Combned Fleet, Detailed Action Report BATDjV 1,
SH1K No. 1 Operation, October lfh - 2fth, 1944, WDC Document 161005,
NA 1174,4.

•-a* Memornw-dum of Vice Adnrnal (Ainichl Hikawa, IJN, GinC Southwest Area
Fleet, G0Q, FEC, S•pecinl Historical Collection, Supporting Documents
to Gern•-ral of the Army Dcoug]as MaoArthur'n Historical Report on the
Allied Operations in the Southwast Pacific Area (Item 31, Footlocker
7 of 10, SWPA Series, Voinmae II).
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tha plannmd operations of the SIXTH Be Air Force for the fcllowing dav.*

Following the issuance of Operation Order A,-518, his chief of ntaff de&-
igated a staff officer to vislt the two major connande wnacernad,*W i•.e the
SIN Air Division and THIRTIFTH Fighter Group, vith azslifying instructions
and also with suggestions relating to the order. As this officir, for the
reason stated L below, was unable to depart, the Chief of Staff outlined these
mattra by dispatcn to the Chief of Staff SECOND Air Divieicn and to the
semior staff officer, THIRTIETH Fighter Group.A* The time of this dispatch
is not availablm, but it was most likely sent in the arly .,ft.ernoon.

In this dispatch the Chief of Staff explained that he was sending therein
the info•mation which he had planned to have delivered in person 1w Staff
Officer Sato,** but since because oi the aircraft breakdon, that officer had
been unable to depart, he had asssmbled in this dispatch (a) the essentials
of the Air Arq's plans, (b) those items requiring liaison.

He then listed the above essentials and item under four headings (1)
Attack Dispositiona (2) Arrival of Reinforcement Units (3) Naval Operations
and (4) Deployment on October 23rd.

He expreased the above in essence a& follos:

(i) Attack dispositions: After expressing confidence that all necessary
plan* were bidng foraslated, be added "in view of the critical natur of the
decisive battle it *'- desired that the following points be specially borne
in mind": (a) the determination to carry out attacks frequently and, repeat-
ed)y ain at any cost muat be thoroughly .instilled in all brarches; (b) bases
should be deferded by protective patrols; (c) depending on naval operations
and weather, attack operations were tentatively scheduled to nommence October
24th; (d) starter and fueling equipment was to be properly distributed to key
points to racilitate frequent take-oft's by Type 4 fighters (newmat Japanese
interceptore); (a) attack targets were restricted to enemy ships other than
warships ard (f) •Žnit commanders were to confer together in order to insure
complete courdt natlon.

(2) Reinforcement Units: (a) the 200th Ai,t Regiment with about thirty
plane,3 was to leave Akeno (Japan) on October 22nd; (b) the TWENTY-SECOND Air
Rgiment w th aboit thirty-nine planes was expected to reach Clark Air Base
on October 23rd and under favorable condittor3, 3m.ght be available in the
V-tcW,,s by the afternoon of Octvber 24th; (c) the ýIRST and 1•LEV}NTH Air Reg-
iments were scheduled to reach Clark Air Base by the evening of October 2nd.

S wmnander 6TH Basý Air Force Dispatch 21.458 October 194 Lo 6TH Base
Air Fort:e and tafn Force (6TH Bose Air Force DesOpOrd No. M4), Wa4-
Diary ZUIHO, October 1st - 25th, 1944, ýDC Docum'tnt 161636, NA 11973.

4* Lieutenant Colon-l Katsuo Sato, -"JA.
flit CofS 4TH Air Anay Dispatch No, 6406 October 2Ž1,t, 1944 to CotS 2ND

Air Division an!d Zador Staff Officer 30TH Figiuter Group, Documents
from rile of Lieutenant %IlnteJ Ketnuo Sato, IJA, Staff Officer 4TH
Air Ary, Departrent of the Army Hirtoriod0 Division Kici .afin. W--7.
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(3) Naval Operations: (a) the SIXTH Base Air Force consisting of about
190 fighters, seventy bombers, 140 "T" Force planes and fifty others (a
total of about 450 planes) was to carry out operations against the enemy
task force on October 23rd and 24th and would be based in the Clark Air
Base con.lex; (b) the operations of the naval surface forces were to be
correlated with air operations.

(4) Deployment on October 23rd: Taking into consideration tie naval
operationz mentioned above, the FOURTH Air Arn7 headquarters was of the
opinion that deployment on the evening of October 23rd should be as follows:
(a) the attack force should move up to the Bacolod area on the evening of
October 23rd except that the SEVENTH Air Brigade should move up to Lipa
and the light bombers should move up to San Jose; (b) after executing
attacks the heavy and light bombers should retire to Clark Air Base complex,
to Sandakan (north Borneo) and to other bases.

It might sem as if these amplifying instructions were somewhat re-
stricted and represented in many cases what should have been doctrine. Why
then did he send them: There appear to have been a number of sound reasons,
among which these two seem the most likely: (a) while he did not desire to
restrict unnecessarily the action of his subordinate commanders by prov-1ding
a plan ii detail, he nevertheless felt that it was desirable to insure that
certain .boportant factors were not overlooked; and (b) inasmuch as he
planned to move to Bacolod on the following day and would, in effect, be in
personal commai of the operation, he wished to insure that the plans pre-
pared by his subordinates would conform in detail to his concept of the
operation.

Apparently Prior to 1250, when tho TFHIRTY-THIIF) Special Base Force
issued a report, he was avmre (from army sources) of a report that landings
were taking place on Rapu Rapu Island near Legaspi.* He realized that if
this report were true it would likely necessitate a change in his plan; that
is, a division of his forces in order to attack both Allied landing forces.
However, he appears to have taken no immediate action thereon but to have

awaited further developments.

At 1i4W he received, ap)parently from FiOURT H Air Armre sorces, an ampli-
f Acation of (Contact J) madp at retl lisoing four carriers, five battleships
and twenty-two other ships forty miles, bearing J.OO'(T), from the northern
tip (Point YOG) of Catanduanes, Island,** A short time thereafter he received
Commande- SW Aroa Force's dispatch which outlined the operations to be

33RD Special Base Force DispaLch 211250 October 1944, addressees
unknown, Detalled Action Raport Main For,_-a, SilO No. 1 Operation,
October 20th - 29th, 1944, WDG Document 161005, NA 117144.

* Daily Record of the War Sitaiatlon, 4TH Air Army, GHQ1, FEC, Special
Historical Collection, Supporting Docuraents to General of the Army
DougLas Ma:Arthurls Historical Report of Alliod Opezations in the
S_),othmest Pacific Area (itew ;,, Footlccktr 10 of' 1O, 1 3WPA 1ules,
Vohte II).
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conducted by the FIFTH and SIXTH Base Air Forces once the latter had
deployed to the Philippines.* He noted therein that Ccumunder SW Area
Force had assigned as a primary objective for the FIFTH and SIXTH Base Air
Forces "the destruction of the AUied task forces",. It does not seem
likely that he was surprised by this assignment, for the above objective
was, in general, in accordance with the provisions of the Army - Navy
Central Agreement** and since both he and the Commander SW Area Force were
in Manila, was likely in accordance with agreements reached during the
preceding days and hours. In this connection, it will be recalled that he
had, but a few hours earlier, assig d to the SECOND Air Division "as its
primary objective" "the destruction f the Allied invasion forces"*** and
had much earlier (October 15th) asnigned (although tentatively) to the
SECOND Air Division and the THIRTIETH Fighter Group "the destruction of
the enemy landing convoy".****

During the day he learned (a) that fourteen to fifteen battleships and
cruisers ard eighty transports were in Leyte Gualf (Contact M),*I*** (b)
that the report of an Allied landing near Legaspi had been false,******
(c) that the FOURTH Air Army had succeeded in launching sewnteen planes
for attacks on ships in Leyte CGlf of which six planes had failed to re-
tu,****** and (d) that the attack forces of the FIFTH Base Air Force
had failed to make contact with the enemy.

The results claimed for the attacks by the FOURTH Air Army are illegi-
ble in the Japanese manuscript except near misses on two carrierm and one

Conwander SW Area Force Dispatch 211345 October 1944 to Major Fleet
Commanders (SW Area Force DesOpOrd No. 679), Detailed Action Report
BATDIV 1, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 18th - 29th, 1944, %DC Docu-
ment 161005, NA 11744.

** .6.-iny-Navy Central Agreement concerning SHO Air Operations conclitded
July 24th, 1944, Supplement to Imperial GHQ (Navy Section) Direc-
tive 435, July 26th, 1944, WDC Document 216769 (Microfilm).
4TH Air Army Operations Order A-5183, 1O0 October 21st, Documents
from file of Lieutenant Colonel Katsuo Sato, IJA, Staff Officer,
4TH Air Army, Department of the Army, Historical Division Microfilm
HS-.7.

Draft Plai of 4TH Air Army Operations after mid-October, Document
from file of Lieutenant Colonel Katsuo Sato, IJA, Staff Officer,
4TH Air Army, Department of the Army, Historical Division Microfilm
HS•-7.

* Appended Chart i1, Enemy Fleet Dispositions on October 21st, 1944,
Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. 1 Operation, October
20th - 29th, 1944, W)C Document 161005, NA 11744ý.

* 33RD Special Base Force Dispatch 211900 October 1944, addressees
unknown, Detailed Action Report Main Force, S¶O No. I Operation,
October 20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 16100)5, NA 117/44.

* Daily Recond of the War Situation. 4TH Alr Army, GHOt, FBEC, Special
Historical Collection, Supporting Documents to Gbineral of the Amny
Douglas MacArthur's lfistorical Report of A]I1ed Operations in the
Southwest Pacific Area (Itcti 4, Footlocker 10 of' 10, zWPA Series,
Volume. 1).
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transport set afire.* Since these two entries are the last of a list of
claim, it is very likely that the FOURTH Air Army also claimdm sinking and
damaging other ships. The Allies listed the following attacks byy arn-type
planes: 0557 one torpedo plane shot down by BREEZE;** 0621 ont land-attack
plane shot down by three LSM's and one LST;*** 0626 one land-attack plane
shot down by CALIFORNIA and SAN CARLOS;**** 0845 two arty Type 3 fl&ters
dropped two bombs near the CUSTER with negligible daage;**4*H avd xt 0846
one plane dropped twD bombs 900 yards off the starboard bow of the CHAPLES
J. BAIZR,.***U**

The FOURTH Air Arqy commenced this days operations with sevent'-five
operational aircraft and reportedly finished the day with thirty-seven.*
This figure approximates the forty-one planes obtained by this study's
evaluation system developed in Volume IM****** for deteaindbig Japanve
aircraft losses.****9*6*

* Daily Record of the War Situation, 4÷TH Air Army , G15', FEC, Special
Historical Collection, Supporting Documents to General of the Arm
Douglas MacArthur's Historical Report of Allied Operations in the
Southwest Pacific Area (Item 4, Footlocker 10 of 10, SMPA Series,
Volume II).

** War Diary BREEZE, October 21st, 1944.
Action Report CIG 79.2, Leyte Operation, Serial 0032, November 4th,
1944.
War Diary CALIFORNIA, October 21st, 1944; also SAN CARLOS Dispatch
202124 October 19" to CTG 77.2.

*H *�I4HI War Diary CUSTER, October 21st, 1944.
*I**** War Diary CHARLES J. BADGER, October 21st, 1944.
***N*** Volune I, Battle for Leyte Gulf (NavPers 91973), Naval War College,

1953, Chapter IIi, (e)(3).
******** It wi be recalled from the evaluation note at the and of "Onera-

tions of Commander 5TH Base Air Force, October 21st", that the 4TH
Air Aiy planes claimed destroyed by Allied forces were (1) in the
air, 17; (2) on the ground, 61. By (a) multiplying the totals by
64%, the actual Japanese army loeses were 11 aircraft (17 X .64)
in the air and 39 aircraft (61 X .64) on the ground, (b) then by
multiplying the latter by 60%, the resultant figure shows that
there were 23 operational aircraft (39 X .60) lost on the ground,
(c) therefore, the total operational planes lost by the Jrpanene
4TH Air Army were U_ in the air and 23 on the ground or 34 planes,
(d) this figure, subtracted from the 75 planes on hand at the com-
mencenrni. of the day, leaves a remainder of 41 planes.
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October 22nd .

CHkf.ER V - ALLIED OPERATIONS. October 22nd

(A) Operations of CCKSCMPAC, October 22nd. '

CK30WESPAC, in the NASHVILLE with the flagship group, continued on his
night retirement in the eastern portion of Leyte G••f. The flagship group
comaen•ed its retuzrn to the operating area off the beaches at 0644 (just
after sunrise).

During the early morning he received several contact reports as follows:
(a) at 0315 an two light cruisers of the YUBARI class in Verde Island
Passage at 1300 on the preceding day at a SOA of twenty-five knots;* and (b)
at. 0518 on three large ships estimated as cruisers at 0200 in Latitude
070 - 31'1N, Longitude -150 - 22'E, course 020°(T), speed twenty-one.**

Since these contacts were of no particular impoitanc and were well
within the competence of his naval air force commanders, he likely gave them
little attention except to note that ships of this type were quite capable
of uaking night raids.

At 0740 he finally tran-.aitted to a shore radio station for relaying to
CCMTHIRDFLT the dispatch discussed under "Operations of C014SOWESPAC, October
21st" which he had drafted at 2100 the previous evening but which, owing to
radio silenze, he had not been able to transmit until now. THIS DISPATCH,
WHICH WAS TN REPLY TO COITHIRDFLT'S 210645, WAS TO THE EFFECT THAT HE CON-
SIDEFRED THAT C"uTHIRDFLT' S MISSION TO COVER THE OPERATION WAS ESSENTIAL AND
PARAMOUNT. WHY IT WAS NECESSARY TO PRESERVE RADIO SILENCE IN THE NASHVILLE
WHILE ON NIGHT RETIRD(ENT WITHIN THE GULF IS NOT UNDERSTOOD SINCE (A) THERE
WERE NUMEROUS ALLIED SPIPS OPERATING THEIR RADIOS CLOSE BY, AND (B) CTF 77,
WHO, IN THE WASATCH, WAS OPERATING IN THE SAME FLAGSHIP UNIT (CTG 77.1) WITH
THE NASHVILLE, HAD SENT NIGHT DISPATCHES HERETOFORE. IN VIEW OF THIS, DOES
THIS DELAY, REPORTEDLY DUE TO THE IMPOSITION OF RADIO SILENCE, SEEK
JUSTIFIED?

At 0845 the NASHVILLE anchored in San Pedro Bay in t•i vicinity of RED
Beach.*** However, since CCESOWESPAC desired to visit the southern beaches,
the N&rHVJLJ.K, with the ABNER HEAD and BUSH, at 0921 shifted anchorage to
that area to facilitate that operation**** awl at 1020 reanchored.*

At 1015 the President of the Philippines***** sent a di3patch to the
Prt3'dent of trio United Stutej f2Y'mi the NAS'bVLLIL thanking the President and
the Am#ricza people for their assistance.*****

CCMTTHFLT Dispatch 211205 October 1944 to CTF's 77, 78, 79, 71, 72,
73, CTG's 77.2, 77.4, CC43RDFLT, CTG's 38.1, 38.2, 38.3, 3e.4,
CA"F S(M1SPAC.

• * DARTER Dispatch 211755 October 1944 to Radio Perth.
War Diary NASHVI•AE, October 22nd, 194),.

* ~* War Diary BSH, October 22nd, 1944.
a**- Fr. Sergei O(mena.

* MASHV'iI.L Dispatch 220115 October 1944 to Radio Washington.
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At 1038 CQSCKbSPAC, with inbers of his staff, went athora to inspect

conditions on the beach and to eeo how the ground offensive was progresuing.*

During hii. visit ashore with CU? SOCESPAC he inspected Dulag Airfield*-

which had been captured on the previous day by the SKVENTH Infantry
Division.***

At 1200 he intercepted a dispatch from CTG 77.4 to Ct' 77 reporting the
successes of that group in &uqporting the ground troorx uid in striking

airfields in Cebu and Mactan Island,**-f and at 12)6 he receie•d a follow-tp

report from the DARTEU to the effect, in part, that she at OuO ha' lost

contact on the three Phips and that the tops of one, dimly seen, w .i prolvbly

that of a battleship.r***

At 1355 he returned on board with his observing party. Then the

NASHVILLE at 1421 shifted anchorage from this southern beach area back to her

original area. At 1517 mhs anchored in Sn Pedro Bay in the vicinity of
W Beach.

At 1634, in the NASHVIIJ?, he got underway with the ABNER READ and BUSH

and rendezvoused with TU '(1.1.l to form TG 77.1 (flagship group), which
group then retired in the eastern portion of Leyte Gulf.

During the late afternoon and evening he received, as an information

addressee, certain impwrtant dispatches as follows:

(I) At 1736 a dispatch from CCMTRII)FLT directing TG 38.1 plus the

HANCOCK and TG .38.4 plus the WASHINGTON, ALABAMA and DESDIV 100 to (a)

depart Point CONDOR at 0600 the following morning for Ulithi to arrive at

0600 October 25th, (b) ream, fuel and provision, and (c) be ready for sea
dawn October 29th.

This dispatch likely interested him greatly because it appeared to

be the first action as regards the carrier task groups of TF 38 taken by

CCKTHIXDFLT since that ccmander's probable receipt of his 212240. The

action represented by this dispatch showed clearly that at least two of the

four carr ar task groups were to be retired to Ulithi to be gone from the

combatant area at least until October 29th. This, providing the CLHTHIhDFLT

did not issue any orders to the contrary, would leave two carrier task groups
(somewhat reduced in strength) to provide the strategic support necessary for

SWar Diary WASHVILLE, October 22nd 1944.
SGeorge C. Kenney, General Kenney Rteports, New York, 1949,

Pages 451 - 452,.
Operations Report, 7TH Infantry Division, KING I, Page 5.

444* CTG 77.4 Dispatch 220123 October 1944 to CTF 77, info CT'Fs 78,

79, all TGC's of TF 77.
f * l DAHT•h Dispatch 2-12359 October 1944 to CTF 71.

*f4* L3RDFLT Dispatch 220219 October 1944 to LTG's 38.1, 38.4, info

SCCI4INCH, CINCPAC, all TFC's and TGC's 3RDFLT, all concerned with

SIIE5PAC operations, dtc.
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The protection of his forces in Leyte Gulf. While his reaction is not

known, it sees probable that he decided "to let the matter ride" on tb-.
assumption that, if CQ4THIRDFLT'e action were not satisfactory to CINC1 QA,
that coander would rectify it. If this was his attitude, it was soutr and
was in accordance with his own statement to CCMTHIRDFLT wherein he had
stated, "The method by which you fulfill that responsibility rests, of course,
entirely in your own judgement".*

(2) At 1800 a dispatch from CCKWAVGRPCHIIA to the effect that the
?OLGMMNTH Air Force daylight search had been turned back by weather and that
it appeared likely that the night search would be cancelled.**

(3) At 2100 a dispatch from CM1THIRDFLT, oioted in full under "Operations
of COMTHIRDFLT, October 22nd", wherein CCUTHIUDFLT gave the assignments of
TG'a 38.2 and 38.3 for the following day, and directed that, upon completion
of these assigzmernts, they were to operate in Area CONDOR until further
notice.***

This dispatch was likely reassuring to him for this confirmed his
concept that CC(4THIRDFLT planned to retain two carrier task groups in
strategic support of the SCGSPAC forces.

(4) At 2200 a dispatch from CO4THIRDFLT forecasting within the next
few days a considerable increase in enemy submarine activity in the
Philippine Sea in the vicinity of Palau and the Marianas3.4*

(5) At 2205 a dispatch from CTF 77 to the effect that, owing to the un-
certainty of movements of the enemy fleet, he desired to retain CKUDIV FOUR
until the local defense forces were firmly established on Leyte.'--*

Sometime in the late evening (possibly at 2259 when it was received by
CCO4TiIRDFLT) he received a dispatch, presumably frorv C.G. SIXTH Army to
GHQ SO(ESPAC, giving a summary of the activities of the ground forces on
Leyte Island as of 1600 the previous evening, wherein the principal facts

were that (a) In the north the entire Cataisan Peninsula including Tacloban
had fallen to the Allies, and (b) in the south both divisional commanders
had assumed command ashore, heavy fire was being received from Catmon Hill

and (PIPER) CUBS were operating from Dulag Airfield. *"*

* CI(KO.ESPAC Dispatch 212240 October 1944 to C(ISRDFLT, info C(MINCH,

CINCPOA, CofS U.S. Army, CTF's 38, 77, CTG 38.1.
S(XUAVGiPCHINA Dispatch 220741 October 1944 to C1iMSOWESPAC, info

CINCPAC, cX)I3RDFLT.
*0* CCC43RDFLT Dispatch 220214 October 1944 to CTG's 3.2, 38.3, inro COM-

INCH, CINCPAC, all TFC's and TGCs5 3RDFLT, all concerned SOWESPAC

operations, etc.
SCOM3RDFLT Dispatch 220X)5 October 1944 to 31!)FLT, infe CiNCIPAC,

COMSOwESPAC, CTF 77.
54*** CTF 77 DispAtch 220837 October 1944 to CTNCPOA, info CCJDiV 4,

COK'7THFLT, CTF'a 78, 79, CO.S(YEFPAC, (X VIWRFLT.

'-*%* Unknown Source Dispatch 220220 October 1944 to GQ 5;OWESPAC.
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During the day, in addition to the dispatches commented on herein, it
seems quite likely that he received most, if not all, of the varios dis-
patchs which flowed betwen the various comands within the Leyte area but.,
since o9ot of these had to do with operations which were reported as pro-
greasing satiafactorily, it is assumed that he read thea primarily for in-
formation purposes in order to keep himself abreast of the strategical and
tactical situation. This view is supported, in part, by the Report of the
G-3 SIXTH Army wherein it was stated that the operations subsection of the
SIXTH Armj, while in the WASATCH, passed from D-day to D+4 day information
on the tactical situation to COCSOWVSPAC.*

(1) Operations of CCMSZVENTHFLT, October 2nd.

CQISAVNXYILT,, who was also CT? 77,, was,, as pointed out under
NOperations of CTF 77, October 21st", operating in the WASATCH in his night
retirement area.

During the day he took no unusual action &s CGMSEVDTHFLT or in his
capacity as CAUF SC•ESPAC in so far as the Leyte operation was concerned.
However, his headquarters at Holandua continued to exrcies administrative
control.

It is assumed that this headquarters received most, if not all, of
the dispatches relating to the operation and acted as necessary on those
items which fel to that headquarters. About the only dispatches sent out by
headquarters at Hollandia were (a) at 1205, the inteleigoi' summary listing
the results of contacts and strikes on that day as well as on the previous
day; the sum total of these results was some damage and sinkings of minor
merchant shipping and sow effective bcmbing of certain key sectors, notably
Cagayan Town and Misamis, Mndanao, and (b) at 1855 informing CTF' s 71 and 73
that a search plane reported sighting at 0500 nine large merchant ships plus
five destroyer& in Latitude 10 - 47'1N, Longitude ll6 0 - 20'E on course
2400 (T), speed. twelve knots.**

During the day his headquarters received dispatches of importance,
as information addressee, as follows:

(1) At 0518 a dispatch from CTF 71 reporting that a submarine hri
contacted three large unldentified ships estimated cruisers at 0200 in
Latitude 070 - 311'N, Longitude U5 0 - 22'E, on course 025, speed twenty-one
knots.***

* •TH U.S. AriW, Report of the Leyte Operation, October 17th - Decmnber
25th, 1944, Part VIII, Report of the G-3, Page 107.
CGTM7THFLT Dispatch 220305 October 1944 to usuaJ ; also CCM7THYLT Dis-
patch 220955 October 1944 to CTF's 71 and 73.

S*CTF 71 Dispatch 211941 October 1944 to CINCPAC, CTF 17, COK3RDFLT,
XK1TTHFLT, C.G. 5TH Alr Force, all TFC'a 3RD and 7'M Fleets.
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(2) At 0740 a dispatch from CTF 78 to the ARIADNE directing that

ship to fuel in Area ACCIPTI since there wts no fuel in Kossol Roads.*

(3) At 1206 a dispatch from CTF 71 reporting that the sumarine
referred to in (1) above had at 080 lost contact on the three unidentified
ships in Latitude 090 - 231N, Longitude 1150 - 20'E, at which time the tops
of one had been dimly seen and which was probably a battleship.**

(4) At 1233 a special report from CINCPAC stating, in part, that thee
was evidence of a good contact at 0637 by a Japanese plane in either Latitude
100 - 32'1 or 250 - 32'N, Longitude 1330 - 28'E, which report had been
broadcast several times, as a result of which Sasebo bad ordered a precauticn-
ary alert for the Nansei Shoto. Whether or not his headquarters gave any
attention to this dispatch is not known but it seems probable that, since
there were no SOWESPAC units in the position referred to, they may have felt
that the northern latitude am correct, which would place it within the POA.

(5) At 2055 a dispatch from CGITHIRMWLT to the effect that (a) he
planned to send to Ulithi two carrier groups, October 25th - 29th, and two,
October 29th - November 3rd, and (b) only the BUNKER HILL and two destroyers
would be sent to Manus in the imediate future.***

(6) At 2058 a dispatch from CI4THIRDFLT, quoted in full under
"Operations of CO(THIRDFLT, October 22nd", ordering the BUNKIEI HILL with the
STKPI POTTR and =HAN to Manus and giviag instructions concerning the
handling of its aircraft.*

(7) At 2112 a dispatch from the ARIADME saying that she planned to
continue on to Kossol Roads.*~*

(8) Soasti4e around 2205 a dispat.ch from CT? 77 to CINCPAC stating
that he desired to retain CRUDIV FOUR leas INDIANAPOLIS plus MINNEAPOLIS
until local defense forces wre firmly established on Leyte.**I**

(9) At 2245 a dispatch from COMCOTDIV THIRTY-SEVEN advising CTF 77
that he planned to send the AOG KISHWAt•LIN to join TU 77.7.1 in Leyte Gulf
and would bold the balance of the Koasol Roads unit of 77.7.1 to await
further orders •**-**"

* OTM 78 Dispatch 211539 Otober 1944 to ARIADME, info C 77,
CCO•MHLT.

SCTF 71 Dispatch 220207 October 1944 to CINCPAC, C(X)SLUBPAC, all TFC'e
3RD and 7TH Fleets, COI3RDFLT, C.G.'s 5TH and 13TH Air Forces.
GCO•C3DLT Dispatch 220517 October 1944 to CINCPAC, info o tUFrILT,
CC(AIRTHFLT, CT? 38, CT? 57, etc.
CQX3RDFLT Dispateb 220304 October 1944 to BU R KHILL, info all
interested.

S* ARIADh& Dispatch 220954 October 1944 to CTF 78, info CTF 77.
---- CTF 77 Dispatch 220(37 October 1944 to CIMCPOA, Info CTG 77.2,

CoM7THFLT, CTF,' 78, 79, G()ICIE3PAC, CG3RDFLT.
.H'e• CCP0OTDIV 37 Dispatch 212315 October 1944 to CTF 77, CTU 77.7.1,

"CCSMV7THP{LT, info C"7THFLT, CTG 71.7.
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Since these dispatches dealt largely with matters being handled
generally by other cmmands, he appears to have taken no direct action
but, instead, employed them solely as factors in his running estimate.

(a) Operations of CTF 77 (Central Philippines Attack Force).

At the beginning of the day CTF 77, embarked in WASATCH, was
returning toward the Southern Transport Area where he planned to observe
operations during the forenoon. The previous evening he had withdrawn from
the vicinity of the beaches as usual and had retired for the night to the
southeastern portion of Leyte Gulf with his fl&gship group (TG 77.1) con-
sisting of WASATCH, NASHVILlE (CCKSOMPAC embarked), BUSH, ABNE READ,
MUN, and NULAM.*

So far, during the night he had received no new information
which materially changed the situation as regards the operations at the
landing beaches over that which he had reported to CCKSOWNSPAC at 1846 the
evening before.**

As on the previous night, he was particularly interested in
the operations ashore and at the beachheads, which operations continued to
proceed favorably. He had encountered unloading delays in the southern
beach areas it was true, but these were not too serious as both C.G. SEVENTH
Divivion and C.G. NINETY-SIXTH Division had assumed co•mand ashore there.
Since all of the ary division commanders had assumed ccmmand ashore and
since his TENTH Corps comander had assumed command off the northern beaches,
he was now anxious to expedite the unloading of the remaining shipping as
this would expedite (1) its departure and thereby reduce its period of
vulnerability to enewy attack, and (2) the assumptions of command ashore by
C.G. TWENTY-FOURTH Corps and by C.G. SIXTH Army,

During the midwatch he received dispatches and TBS voice
radio messages as follows:

(a) At 0056, one from CTF 79 (actually this dispatch, while
received within the WASATCH at this time, was not delivered to him for many
bours with the result that, as will be shown later, he found it necessary to
admonish CTF 79); this dispatch cancelled that cowAnder's approval of
CTU 77.2.2's request to fuel in Area ACCIPITER and reccinended instead that
the oil ers be brought into the gulf and anchored roughly between the trans-
port areas in which position they were to fuel the combatant ships;***

(b) At 0059, one from CTG 77.5 reporting having saept:

(1.) Area SWEKP to a depth of eighty feet;

' War Diaries WASATCH &nd NASHVILLh, October 21st and 22nd, 1944.
. CTF 77 DispaLch 210946 October 194.4 to CCKSUOESPAC, info CKIMNCH,

CICPOA, CG(43RDFLT, etc.
S* CTF 79 Dispatch 211400 October 1944 to CTF 77, info CTG 77-2.
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(2) No mines in those portions to the north and south
of the Main Ship Channel, which areas were considered safe;

(3) Forty mines in the Main Channel and would repeat the
sweep on the following day;*

(c) At 0107, one from CTG 79.1. This was a sumary of the
previoux day$a operations which reported principally that C.G. SEVENTH
Infantry Division and his headquarters had been placed ashore, and that
the unloading was proceeding satisfactorily;** and

(d) Two contact reports from his Hollandia headquarters, o'e
at 0315 of a 1300 October 21st contact believed reliable on two light
cruisers of the YUBARI-class between Narloaban and Cape Santiago en route
from Manila Bay to Verde Isl•ad Passage at an SOA of twenty-five knots***
(Plate XMIII, Contact 4). (The evaluation of this contact is discussed
under "Operations of O(U(SEV1ETFLT, October 21st"), and the other at 0355
(which was included in the daily intelligence sumary) which stated that (1)
at 1115 October 21st a TKIRTWWH Air Force Liberator had contacted one
battleship, three light cruisers, three destroyers, and six unidentified
ships in the western Celebes Sea (Contact 3), and (2) there was doubt as to
the type and size of the shipping reported.*H

This latter report was essentially a repeat of a contact
report which he had received originally at 2010 on the previous day.+**"
It seems likely that he entertained the same doubt as to the type and size
of this shipping as did his Hollandia headquarters**** since there had been
no (a) amplifying report nor confirmation by CTG 73.4 whose aircraft on
Search Plan FOX from Korotai were covering this vicinity and had on the
previous day been directed by CTF 73 to pass imediately to the princinal
comadlers concerned all important sightings of hostile men-of-war and Large
shipping or air concentrations****** or (b) intelligence from any other
sources which indicated the movement of any such force to this are&.

(It is interesting to note that this report must have been
discounted or seriously doubted by other cowmands as well. In the
intelligence Summary prepared by his Headquarters on the 22nd, there is no

S CTG 77.5 TW3 Voice Had-o Message 211559 October 1944 to CTF 79.
CTG 79.1 Dispatch 211414 October 1944 to CTF 711,
SCC(7THFLT Dispatch li2125 October 1944 to CTF's 77, 78, 79, 71, 72,
CTG's 77.2, 77.4, CCM3RDFLT, CTF 38, etc.

-i** C()7THFLT Dispatch 210721 October 1944 to all concerned CCM7THFLT
Intelligence Summary.
0C.G. 13TH Air Force Dispatch 211922 October 1944 to all intere't#d

GCT? 73 Dispatch 210736 October 1944 to CTC 73.4, CANF 30WESPAC,
C.G. 5TH Air Force, C(•4SOWE.SPAC, etc.
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mention of it,* ane in reporting the air searches for October 21st the
Intelligence Offieer at GHQ SOWSPAC stated, "nil significant reports".**
Finally, C.G. FIFTH Air Force, in the early afternoon of the 22nd, reported
that suboeqnent searches for this contact had failed to locate it and
explained that the original sighting had been made from a distance of
fifteen miles,*•* iikmlying thereby that the original report we dubious.
Until this clarification was finally received, however, this force must have
been a matter of concern to CTF 77).

At 0518 he received a third contact report. This ms from
CTF 71 and reported that a subrine (DARTER) had sighted at 0200 that
morning three large unidentified ships, which she estimated to be cruisers,
in Latitude 070 -. 31'1N, Longitude 115o - 22'E, on course 0250 (T), speed
tweaty-one*1** (Contact 6).

At 0636 he intercepted a dispatch from COKINCH to CINCPAC
reqiesting early advice as to what CCKTHIRDFLT had in mind when he requested
information %bout a safe route through Surigao and Mindoro Straits.*'•"

This was doubtless of considerable interest to him because he
had likewise received on the previous day the dispatch above referred to by
COKINCH. He had, also on the previous day, received, as an information
addressee, another dispatch from COCTHIRDPLT to C(I4SOWESPAC which indicated
a desire to be relieved of the responsibility for covering the transports
so that some of the groups might rearm while the remaining groups were free
for more offensive action.***** Since these two dispatches were somewhat
at variance with the existing situation, it seems likely that he was as
confused as was COMINCH and wel'omed the latter's query, as well as awaited
CoXrH1RDFLT.s reply thereto.

At 0828 he received a dispatch from CTG 77.4 (quoted in full
under "Operations of CTG 77.4, October 22nd") wherein that comander pro-
tested the prospective detachment of his DESRON FORTY-SEVEN to
GO(THIRDFLT. **f4"K•

Whether or not, prior to the receipt of this dispatch, he had
planned to take some action at this time in this case is not known but it
meems clear, from a dispatch which he sent later in the day, that he now

*C0M7THFLT Dispatch 220305 0,tober 1944 to all concerned with
7THFLT Intelligence Summaries.
CO(7THF1.T for GHQ 'O"&FPAC Dispatch 221105 October 1944 G-2 to
CofS.
C.G. 5TH Air Force Dispatch 221433/I October 1944 to all concerned
with current operations SCKKSPAC.

mCmPF 71 Dispatch 211941 October 1944 to all CTF's 3RD and 7TH Fleets,
C.G. 13TH andi 16TH Air Forces.

S**** C(•IINCH Dispatch 211535 October 1944 to CINOPAC, info CI43kDFLT.
•**** C(XiH)RDFLT Dispatch 210645 October 1944 to C(1450WKSPAC, info C(X4INCH,

CINOPAC, CTF 77, CTF 3A, CTG- 358.1.
** ' •TG 77.4 Dispatch A12224 October 1944 to CTF 77.
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CTF 77
October 22nd

felt, in view of CTG 77.4's evident concern, that ho shoWILd initiate
lmdiately scome action in this matter. He realised, of course, that, in
view of the limited support he was obtaining from CCKTP11DFLT, it WA highly
important that TG 77.4 be maintained fully effective. He also rMallsed,
frm CTG 77-40s dispatch, that this would likely be (Lfficult of accomplish-
ment should that task group be denied adequate antiaircraft and antisubmarine
defense. He therefore commenced estimating the sitration to deteroine what
his decision should be in this matter. He likely -onsidered tw courses of
action; i.e., whether to (a) recommend to CINCPOA that tne detachment of
DSRON FCIT!- EMN be delayed, or (b) authorize the detacihment on schedule
but,, in so doing, to provide adequate replacements frou his own command.
Since, in analysing these courses of action, ýe recuired :xiormation concern-
iung the availability of destroyers, he coule t arrive at a dectseo-,
immediately and therefore was forced to del hie decision until the recessary
information became available.

At 0832 he received a report from the SkA DRAGON of i contact
at 2335 on the previous day on one carrier and four unidentifled warsnips
in Latitude 21.0 - 47'N, Longitude 1180 - 36'E, on course 210 0 (T), speed
nineteen* (Contact 5).

Just prior to 0844, having heard nothing from CTF 79 and
apparently feeling that that commander even at this late hour had not (a)
received his 210702 which ordered the fueling group into Leyts Gulf on the
following day,** or (b) perceived the adverse effect thit the departur& of
part of TU 77.2.2 from Leyte Gulf would have on his ha. oor Defense Plan
Number ONE whicn he had ordered in his 210641,*** he decided that he would
have to take immediate action to prevent those TU 77.2.2 units schedcaled to
fuel in Area ACCIPITEt the following morning, comencing after 0800, from
departing Leyte Gulf in accordance with CTU 77.2.20s approved plan. He
therefore at 084 (a) cancelled CTF 791s approval of CTU 77.2.2's plan, (b)
called CTF 79's attention to his 210702 and 21061., and (c) admonished that
comander for approving a plan which contemplated withdrawal of BATDIV FOUR
from the northern area and the departure of part ef TU 77.2.2 from Leyte
Gulf on the sound basis that this was a functiAon of CTF 77, the overall
co-mmnder, and was not a function of any le3ser cownander.*U

At 1025 he directed CTG 77.2 to designate a battleship or
cruiser to provide two aircraft for air - sea rec•ue service to be available
on fifteen minuteu notice commencing at 0630 daily. The designatwi ship was

Sto make radio contact with Commander Support Aircraft, Central Philippines
(CSACP) each morning upon assuming th- duty.*****

SSEA DRAGON Dispatch 212140 October 1944 to CTF 17.
CT? 77 Dispatch 210702 October 1944 to CTU 77.7,1, info CTF's 78, 79.

*** CTF 77 Dispatch 210641 October 1944 to CTF's 78, 79, CTG's 77.2, 77.3.
SCTF 77 Dispatch Z12344 October 1944 to CTF 79, uCTG 77.2.
•*1* CTF 77 Dispatch 220125 October 1944 Lo CTG 77.2, info CTF's 78, 79

and CTG 77.4.
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This order implemented the air - sea rescue procedure con-
tained in his basic plan which stated, in part, that "CSACP will receive and
coordinate all reports of downed aviators, suggest appropriate rescue
measures, and provide nece.ary aircraft, ships or boats Zor rescue missions
from those available as ordered by CTF 77".4 Why he had not done this before
D+2 is not known; however, it is likely that he now realized that no specific
assignrekit of air - sea rescue aircraft had been made and, with the Visayan
strikes by CTG 177.4 to be carrded out both morning and afternoon commencing
the following day, this facility shoula be made available to CSACP so that
there would be a minimum delay in the rescue of aviators downed away from the
uimnediate vicinity of surface rescue vessels. While the above details might

'well have been included in his basic plan, it seems probable that he had
previously considered this and had discarded the iiea in favor of issuing a
later directive which would be based ont the current developments and
requirements of tha operation.

At 1145 he received (by hand) from CTF 79 the 1000 situation
report** which at 0840 he had requested from each of his attack force
e.ounanders.*** While this report, quoted in full under "Operations of
CTF 79, October 22nd", was not very complete and generally covered the
previous day's operations, rather than this days as well, it was nevertheless
optimistic in tone and indicated a confidence that the situation ashore and
the unloading were both proceeding satisfactorily. For these reasons he
appears to have accepted the dispatch oven though ne likely disapproved of
its brevity.

At 1206, as the WASATCH was getting underway to proceed to
the Northern Transport Area,*•** he received a dispatch from CTF 71 reporting
that the sutmarine which had reported three unidentified ships at 0200 had
lost contact at 0800 in Latitude 090 - 23'N, Longitude 1150 -. 20'E
(Plate XXXIII, Contact 9), at which time the tops of one had been dimly seen
and might have been a battleship.**t *

He now likely studied the contact reports with more attention
and concern than heretofore. By this time, he had received reports of one
carrier, one battleship (and possibly two), six or seven cruisers, and
numerous destroyers, any or all of which might be in a position to reach
Leyte Gulf the next day.

At 1233 h. received a special report from CINCPAC. This was
of particular interest Lo him in that, amoong other things, it (a) reported
the muvtment of some small craft (largely MT31's) on October 20th to Hatangad,
and (b) said that, except for the above, there was no addiLional informacion
regarding the movements of Japanese combatant forces.

* CANF 5UW3?AC Operation Plan No. 13-44, Serial O(XJ22A, September
26th, 194L, Appendix 4 to Annex G.
CTF 79 Dispatch 22.02,16 October 1944 to CTF 77.

*-* CTF 77 Dispatch 212340 October 1944 to CTF's 78 ant 79.
**N* War Diary WASATCJJ, October 22nd, 1944.
S***-�- CTF 71 Dispatch 220207 October 1944 to C.fNFAC, CGUMUBPAC, all TFC'o

3Rd and 7ri Fleets, etc,
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At 1257, having completed his ostimate of the situation with
relation to the prospective detachment of DESROH FORTY-SEVEN and having
deoided to accept the course of action previously referred to (i.e., to
authorize the detachment but to provide adequate replacements from his own
command), he directed CTF's 78 and 79 each to (a) provide such replacements
by providing one destroyer division to repo.t to CTG 77.4 on covering station
by October 25th or earliest practicable date thereafter, and (b) inform
interested parties as to the division designated, in addition, he directed
CTG 77.4, upon the reporting of these destroyers, to send DESRON FORTY-SEVEN
to Ulithi where it was to report to COMTHIRDFLT for duty.*

It is not clear, from this dispatch, whether CTF 77 directed
C0MDESRON FORTY-SEVEN, upon arrival Ulithi, to report to CCOTHIhDFLT because
(a) such instructions ire in (ThiCPOA's basic dispatch, or (b) he expected
that coarnande4- to be iL Ulithi, If the former was correct, there is no
particular significance to this dispatch; if the latter was correct, the
dispatch was of considerable significance in that it shows that CTF 77 (1)
was of the opinion that by October 25th TF 38 would have succeeded in retuln-
ing to the bas-.c plan wherein TGO s 38.2 and 38.3 were scheduled to be in
Ulithi on this date for refueling and rearming,** and (2) realized that the
TF 38 covering forces would by that time be reduced to about fifty per cent.
SINCE HE DID NCIT TAKE ANY ACTION TO RETAIN DESRON FORTY-SEVEN OR TO SUGGEST
TO CCMTITIRDFLT THAT HE (CC14THIRDFLT) DELAY HIS MOVEMENT TO ULITHI, THIS SEEMS
TO INDICATE HIS KLIEF THAT THE GENERAL SITUATION BY THAT DATE WOULD BE IN
HAND.

At 1302 he directed 'GT 77.2 to furnish, upon departure of
the attark force comianders, the antisuhmarine patrols required by paragraph
3(x)(10) of hia basic plan. This paragraph referred to the antisubarine
patrols which each attack force commander hud been directed to provide
(and which had been provided) to cover the entranen to Leyte Gulf within that
ta3k force commander's area of responsibility.***

At 1312 his flagship (WASATCH) anchored in tfie Northern
Transport Are-.r*9

At 1328 he received, as an informatiofx addrestee, a query
from CTF 78 to cTG 78.5 (Harbor Entrance Control Group) as to the progress
of the clearance sweep north of Homonhon island which CTF 78 had reouesteo
forenoon on the 21t~h.*l-N*** This is discussed further under "Operations
of CTF 78, October 22nd",

* CTF 77 Dispatch 220357 October 1941, to CTF' s 78 and 7/, CTG 77.4, etc.
(CTF 38 (Cd4h U1L'i7. !'•' W 'C) Operation Order No. 1.1-4, Serial
U0020, October Ist, 194L-.
C.,NF O;WE.S!PAC Operation ;'Iatn No. 13-44, SerPirl 0C022A, Septinbir
26th 944, Par:'graph 3(x)(io).

"*•k• War Diary WASAI\,H. October 22nd, 1944.

itW k*-A l' '/8 !)Iisltcr 2-120 5 (-)ctobr 194"4 t- CTG 78.5, ,n-" (YI" 1•" a2
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At 1406, undoubtedly motivated by the progress made by the
units of the TENTH Corps along San Juanico Strait and by the fact that the
southern entrance to that strait wax being patrolled by LCI's as well as by
KTBI' , he wisely directed CTG 70.1 to cancel that portion of Operation Plan
No. 13-44 which required a patrol At the southern entrance to San Juanico
Strait.*

Meanwhile, he had been studying CTG 77.4's recommendation
that, in .rder to reduce the harassing raids by enemy aircraft, he
(CTG 77.4) be authoribad to make morning and aftemnbn aweepb over Cebu,
Negros, and northern Mindanao. Although he clearly considered this to be an
exellent suggestion and one which he desired to authorize, he had naturally
been concerned over the fact that army aircraft were scheduled to strike in
these general areas and it was therefore necessary, if these TG 77.4 strikes
were to be made, to learn from C.G. FIFTH Air Force at what time the FIFTH
Air Force planned to make its strikes so that interference might be avoided
in the target area. He therefore appears to have comunicated with that
omnder and to hae received a suitable reply for at 1503 he (I) direc i

C!'G 77.4 to reduce the TCAP to sixteen VF (from the scheduled twenty-eight)NNN
and the direct support groups for each attack force to six VF/six VT (this
gave a tot.,-l of twelve VF/twelve VT for both attack forces rather than the
scheduled forty VF/twenty-four VT),*W* (2) recommended that (a) an early
morning fighter sweep of enemy airfields in northern Mindanao and the western
Visayas be made to be completed not later than 1000 and that late afternoon
combined attacks be made with VT' s used primarily against shipping, and (b)
varying tactics daily be employed to catch the enemy off-guard, and (3)
advised that, unless informed to the contrary, the FIFTH Air Force would be
striking northern Mindanao and tht western Visayas between 1000 aiAd 1400.***M

It seews clear that sometime in the early afternoon he
received a dispatch from C.G. SIXTH Army requesting that (a) the Army
Reserve (381st Infantry) be unloaded in the area of the NINETY-SIXTH
Infantry Uiviblon whore it was to remain in Army Reserve, and (b) the
C.G. TWENT-FOURTH Corps be inlourtd, for, at 1519, he advised CTF 79 to
this effect. ***

At 1610, just prior to gett -g undetiay for right retirement,
he requested *'roei CTF's 78 and 79 the names of shins in screen and station
assignment for each.*****-> He desired this information in order that he
might be properly oriented should there be any: contact reports during the
night from these screening vessels.

I CTF 78 Operation Plan No. 101-44, Serial 0008, October 3rd, 1944,
Appendix E.

** CTF 77 Disratch 220506 October 1944 to CTG 70.1.
CTG 77.4 Operation Plan No. 2-44, Serial 00075, October 5th, 1944,
Appendix 3 to Annex D.

~*•**- C F 77 Dispatch 220603 October 1944 to CTG 77.4, info C.G. 5TH Air
Force, CAAF S(W5SPAC, CrF's 78, 79, C(M3RDFLT, CTF 38.
"T'rF '7 Dispatch 220619 October 1.944 to CTF 79.

II*e*** ClF '7 Dispatch 220710 Octo•i r 1944 to CTF' s 78 and 79.
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&Z about the same time he received frcm CTG 77.2 a visual
dispatch listing the order in which he desired his ships to be fueled and
to receive amunition on the following day.*

At 1630 he recejived, as an information addressee, the sailing
orders issued by CTF 79 to CTh 79.14.2, whicb directed certain ships and
Z escorts to depart the %eyte transport areaat 1800 for Hollandia.** The
details of the departuro of tais unit are discussed under "Optrations of
CTF 79, October 22nd".

At 1640 he commenced his night retirement as the WASfT_ got
underway in company with the NASHVILLE and escorts forming TG 77,1 (Flagship
Group) for night withdrawal in Leyte Gulf.*N4

At 1649 he received, as an information addressee, a Tb3voice radio dispatch from CTU 79.11 2 to C 79 iving the assig aents of the
destroyers in that comzanders area of responsibility.""

Althouih there is no record of a simil^r reply from CTF 78
concerning the screen in his area, he likely soon learned, or already knew,
that the ANDERSON and JOHN R(YnGERS were patrolling to seaward of the northern
entrance to Leyte Gulf.*

At 1703 he no doubt intercepted on the AOIC a ruport of an
aircraft contact made at 0500 on nire large merchant ships plus five
destroyers, giving the position of the contact as Latitude 110 - 47'N,
Longitude 1160 - 201E, course 2400 (T), speed twelve knots****** (Contact 11).

It seems likely that this contact was made at 1400 rather
tha•i at 0500 since there are no orders or reports which show that any Allied
aircraft were in this position (900 miles from Morotai) at 0500 October 22nd.
Although Sectors ONE, TWO and THREE of Search Plan FOX had (effective
October 19th)*****-** been extended to maximum radius (generally lOGO miles
during daylight and 900 miles at night), it must be emphasized that none of
these searches were near the contact position at 0500, although the day
searches were near this position at 1400.

* CTG 77.2 Visual Dispatch 220515 October 1944 to CTF 77, info CTF 79.
** CTF 79 Dispatch 220554 October 1944 to all concerned.

War Diary WASATCH, October- 22nd, 1944.
CTU 79.11.2 TBS Voice Radio Message 220749 October 1944 to CTF 79,
info CTF 77.

M** Action Report CTU 78.1.6, Leyte Operation, Serial 0114, November
4th, 1944.

* * Plane HL 65 (Sector 2), Search Plan FOX, Dispatch 220610 October
1944 to 5TH B14CC1.

*l-N*N**- CTF 73 Dispatch 180900 October 1944 to CTG's 73.2, 73.4, info
CAAF S•ESPAC and 5TH Air Force, C rF'8 71, 72 and 77.
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THIS CONTACT WAS R&,-BROADCAST LATER A MINIMUM OF THREE TDIES.
OF THESE FOUR BROADCASTS, ONLY TWO INDICATED THE ZONE DESIGNATION OF THE TIME
OF CONTACT AND, EVEN IN THESE CASES, AS POINTED OUT ABOVE, THE DESIGNATION
MAY WELL HAVE BEEN INCORRECT. WHILE THE CCGMANDERS WHO RE-BROADCAST THIS
RFEORT SO FREQUENTLY LIKELY HAD GOOD REASONS FOh SO DOING, IT SEEMS WISE TO
EMPHASIZE HERE THE FACT THAT THE UNNECESSARY REPETITION OF DISPATCHES OF THIS
NATURE-MERCHANT SHIPPING OR MINOR CONTACTS--TDVS TO CONGEST THE RADIO
CIRCUITS AND TO DELAY THE TRANSMISSION OF MORE IMPORTANT DISPATCHFS.
THEREFORE, TIE QUESTION OF WHETHER OR NOT TO RE-BROADCAST A MINOR CONTACT
REPORT SHOULD IN EACH CASE BE THE SUBJECT OF SERIOUS CONSIDERATION BY THE
RESPONSIBLE COMMANDERS.

CTF 77 was, of .:ourse, interested in the location of this
contact. Therefore, he knew that (a) the only units which might be able to
attack it were the DACE and DARTER, and (b) the DARTER at 0800 had been about
150 miles south of the contact, which was heading generally toward the
DARTER's last reported position. He did not inform the-se submarines of this
contact on the sound ground that this was a function of CTF 71, who could be
expected to take action against the convoy if the situation permitted.

At 1711. he dispatched his daily summary of operations to
CLISOWESPAC. This report, which was general in nature, commented on the (a)
successful operations of the CVE carrier planes which were reported as
successfully (1) sweeping Cebu and Panay. (2) supporting the advancing trocp%,
(b) failure of the Japanese harassing attacks or ships in the unloading areas
as well as against the CVE's, (c) scattering of pamphlets, (d) success of the
unloading operations stating the "majority of the transports and LST's have
departed-twenty-four cargo ships (AK's) and transports (AP's) remain", (e)
the collision between the TENNESSEE and WAR HAWK with resulting minor damage
to both ships, and (f) finally, on the fact that Major General Sibert*
(C.G. TENTH Corps) had assumed command ashore.**

This dispatch is particularly interesting because of three
statements therein. The first is the statement that the majority of the
transports and LST's had departed the area; the second is the statement that
twenty.-four AK's and AP's remained; and the third is the statement concerning
General Sibert. The first statement, while correct concerning the transpcrts,
was incorrect as regards the LST's for at this time twenty LST's remained off
the northern beaches and fifty-nine off the southern beaches or a total of
seventy-nine L[ST's, including the I-ST's of TG 78.6. Since 112 LST's had so
far arrived at Leyte, it is clear that approximately seventy per cent still
remained. The second statement was incorrect for ten AK's and A!'s had been
ordered to depart the area at 1700 and were at this time doing so. Therefore,
the correct figure should have been fourteen rather than twenty-four AK' s and
AP's. The third statement, while correct, was Incomplete for it gives the

* Major General Franklin C. 'Sibert, USA.
"* C'IF 77 Disnatch 2•x01!t.zr 1944 to CQM.S(.kiESPAC, info C(XINCH,

CIN&PAC, C(I43RDY"LT, etc.
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impression that General Sibek't had assumed command ashore that day when, as
a matter of fact, he had assumed command ashore at 1600 on the previous day.

At 1714 (a) he informed CTF 79 that the "Ceremony for
installation Philippine government will take place at Tacloban at noon to-
morrow Monday. General MacArthur would like you to attend if practicable.
PT boat will leave WASATCH for Tacloban at 1045",* and (b) at 1716, having
received a request from CTG 78.2 (who, after the departure of the attack
forne and attack group commanders, was to remain in the Leyte area as the
SOPA (admin) afloat)** for six LCI's and four LCI's (Mortar) boats from
cPF 79, he advised CTF 79 of this request.*

At 1736 he received, as an information addressee, a dispatch
from CC4THIRDFLT wherein that ccmsxnder ordered TG 38.1 plus the HANCOCK and
TG 38.4 plus COUBATPAc in the WASHINGTON with the ALABAMA and DESDIV TEN to
retire to Ulithi for rearming, fuel and provisions and to be in Ulithi from
October 25th to dawn October 29th.**

While this dispatch was clearly of ccnsidcra1 'le interest to
him, it may not have been a surprise for, as pointed out earlier (under the
discussion at 1257), it is possible that he expected two carrier task groups
tc be in Ulithi at this time. Whatever may have been the case, he now knew
that these groups wo.uld be TG's 38.1 and 38.4 rather than TG's 38.2 and
38.3. This was gratifying for it showed that C0MTHIRDFLT. in view of the
unsettled situation and the previous comments of CINCPAC,• **** was himself
reining off Lueon in strategic support.

Meanwhile, he continued studying the situation. He appears
to have reasoned as follows:

(a) His own combatant forces would continue to be reduced in
strength as the empty transports, cargo ships and IST's departed the area.
This klas because such shipping required escorts;

* CTF 77 Dispatch 220814 October 1944 to CTF 79.
** Action Report CTG 78.2, Leyte Operation, Serial 0085, November 29th,

1944, Enclosure A, Page 8.
•* CTF 77 Dispatch 220816 (ktober 1.944 to CTF 79.
N*M C(]M3ADFL'r Dispatch 220219 October 1944 to crGs 38.1, 38.4, info

COMINCH, CINCPAC, all concerned with 50iOW.SPAC operations, etc.
*~i* CIHCPAC Dispatch 2118'52 October 1.944 to C(OM31iDFiT, infc. COMINCHi,

COMSOWESPAC.
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(b) While contacts on Japanese forces had not been numerous
and had been miles apart, the few which had been nade appeared to have a
raiding capability;

(c) Since he was losing DERON FORIT-SEVEN and was being
forced to relieve this DESW* with one destroyer division from TF 78 and
one from TF 79, this tended to weaken his local defense forces even more;

(d) He should therefore have as strong a surface force as
possible inside the gulf in defense of the shipping off the beaches.

He now looked over his movement orders and quickly discerned
that CRJDIV FOUR, less INDIANAPOLIS plus MINNEAPOLIS, was scheduled to be
detached to the THIRDFLT on October 25th.* He decided that he would make an
effort to retain this unit and therefore at 1737 he originated a dispatch
to this effect.**

THE PRECEDING DISPATCHES PRESENT AN UNUSUAL VIEW OF THE
MENTAL ATTITUDES OF THE TWO PRINCIPAL COMMANDERS AT THIS TIME. ON THE ONE
HAND, THE COMMANDER (CTF 77) CHARGED WITH THE DEFENSE OF LEYTE GULF WAS
CONCERNED WITH THE POSSIBILITY OF ATTACKS BY M4Y RAIDiAG FORCES AND WAS
ENDEAVORING TO MAINTAIN WITHIN LEMTE GULF SURFACE FORCES OF SUFFICIENT
STNGTH TO BE ABLE TO COPE ADEQUATELY WITH SUCH RAIDING FORCES, WHILE THE
C0101ANDER (CONTHIRDFLT) CHARGED WITH PROVIDING STRATEGIC COVER FOR THE
OPERATION WAS NOT TOO CONCERNED WITH THE POSSIBILITY OF RAIDS BY SURFACE
FORCES BUT, INSTEAD, WAS GIVING THOUGHT TO (A) THE POSSIBILITY OF CREATING A
SITUATION FAVORABLE TO THE DESTRUCTION OF A MAJOR PORTION OF T11 ENR(Y FLEET,
AND (B) OPERATION HOTFOOT, IN VIEW OF WHICH HE HAD ALREADY ORDERED TWO TASK
GROUPS TO ULITHI.

At 1800 he received the disappointing information that the
FOURTEENTH Air Force daylight search of the South China Sea had been turned
back due to weather and that the night search would likely not be made for
the same reason.**- Although, as pointed out in Volume I, this search may
not have given the most effective coverage that might have been obtained, it
nevertheless was the only attempt using aircraft made to detect movement
of enemy surface units in the South China Sea, and the failure to conduct
this search could be and clearly was a matter of concern to the commanders
responsible for the Leyte operation.

At 1833 he learned from CTG 77.2 that the damage to the
WEST VIRGINIA, causod by her touching the ground the previous morning, seemed
to be confined to the tips of her propeller blades and that the vibration

* CJNCPOA Dispatch 101935 October 1944 to COM7T}WLT, CIM3RDFLT, info
COMINCH, COKLDWESPAC, CKMCRUPAC, C(}CRUDIV's 4, 6, 9 and 12.

S** CIF 77 Dispatch 220837 October 1944 to CINCPOA, GCICRUDIV 4, C(XM7THFLT,
CTF's 78, 79, ýX*41(WESPAC, COM)RDFLT.

SCOMNAVGRPCHINA Dispatch 220741 October 1944 to C(ASOW*SPAU, info
GINCPAC and COM3RDFLT.
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linitad her speed to sixteen knots for cruising and eighteen knots in an

morgency.*

At 2138 he received a dispatch from CTF 78 (quoted in full
under "Operatins of CTF 78, October 22nd") which sumarized (a) the
situation ashore and reported that although he was in camunication with

the shore fire contrvl parties he had received no requests for FS that day,
and (b) the shipping situation wherein he stated that he expected twenty
IST~s plus all transport type ships (except FREMONT and JUPITER) to depart
that night at 1700.4*

Since this report indicated most satisfactory progress ashore
and at the same time indicated that the unloading operations were proceeding
well it seems likely that CTF 77 received this report with satisfaction.

At 2200, as an information addressee., he received a dispatch
frcm CCKTHIRDFLT to the TiIIRDFLT reporting that he expected a considerable
increase in enemy submarino activity in the Philippine Sea in the vicinity
of Palau and the Marianas and cautioning alertnese.***

This was important because his convoys were passing in the
vicinity of the Palaus and had heretofore been lightly escorted. In fact,
those which had departed that evening from TF 78 were esco;ted by not more
than three destroyers. It seems likely, therefore, that the thought of the
submarine problem which might arise presently caused him to feel that the
decision to dump cargoes temporarily on the Tacloban airstrip was correct.

At 2205 he received a dispatch from CTG 73.7 (quoted in full
under "Operations of CTF 73, October 22nd") who with seaplane tenders SAN
CARLOS and HALF MOOK was based at Hinunangan Bay, stating in part that he
expected to ccmence day and night SEACAT ope ations about October 25th with
the planes arriving about October 23rd and giving his operating instructions
within Leyte Gulf.****

It seems probable that at about 2300 he received, as an
information addressee, a dispatch from CTF 73 to Commander Fleet Air Wing
SEVENTEEN directing him in part to order five planes from PATBOMN THIRTY-
THREE and five from PATBCMRON THIRTY-FOUR, with fifteen crews, to proceed
to Leyte Gulf at first light October 23rd.*****

* CTG( 77.2 Dispatch 220844 October 1944 to CTF 77, C(MINCH, CINCPAC,
info C(PBATPAC and CU4SMkVFORPAC.
CTF 78 Dispatch 220956 October 1944 to CTF 77.

SC(M3RDFLT Dispatch 220805 October 1944 to 3RDFLT, info CINCPAC,
C(*4$OWESPAC, CTF 77.
CTG 73.7 Dispatch 220921 October 1944 to CTF 77,
'IF 73 Dispatch 221245 October 1944 to CACMFAIRWING 17(Admin), info

C0t4PATBCKR"i1S 33, 34, C.G. 5TH Air Force, CAAF SOWESPAC, CTF's 77,
78, CTG 73.7, SAN CARLOS, etc.
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Since, with the commncement of the flights by these SACATS
which were to fly sectors S, T, U, V, W of Seach Plan FOX (Revised)
(Plate UXlY), the search plan would now be complete, it seems probable
that CTF 77 viewed their prospective arrival with considerable satisfaction.

As pointed out under *Operations of CTF 73, October 22nd",
it is not clear whether CTF 77 directed CTF 73 to send these planes to Leyte
or whether CTF 7, having heard nothing from CTF 77, decided to send them on
his own initiative. According to CTF 73's basic plan, these planes were
expected to be called forward by CTF 77 in time to cemenee operations on
DN2.* Now, for reasons not explained, this would be delayed until D+5.

At 2255, as an information addressee, he received COITHIRD-
FLT' s dispatch to CINCPAC informing that co nder that his present intention
was to send two carrier groups to Ulithi October 25th - 29th and two
October 29th - November 3rd.**

(1) Operations of CT? 78 (Northern Attack Force), October
22nd.

CTF 78, in BLUE RID(e, remained at anchor in San Pedro
Bay off RED Beach with no responsibility for the shore operations since 1600
October 21st when C.G. TTH Corps had assumed command ashore.*** He was,
however, responsible for the expeditious unloading of all personnel, equip-
ment, and supplies allocated to the TENTH Corps area and for the movement of
his ships away from the objective area as quickly and as orderly as possible
after unloading. Him screening responsibilities as assigned by CTF 77 in his
Harbor Defense Plan ONE still obtained and he carred them out in the saM
manner as he had on October 21st.

At 0039 he directed the ARIADNE, with two APD' s, to
return to Area ACCIPITER to fuel**-* since he had learned late the previous
evening that there would be no fuel available from tankers at Kossol *
Acting on information concerning the intentions of the ARIADNE, **'** he had
previously ordered these ships, which were en route Hollandia in TG 78.9,
to stop and fuel at Kossol.*N***** He ha ,made no other arrangements for
them to fuel.

*COtA1IR7TTFLT Operation Plan No. 8-44, Oerial 000166, October 15th,
1944.

S CCGM3RDUFLT Dispatch 220517 October 1944 to CINCPAC, info, among
others, C(M7THFLT, CTF 38.
CTP 78 Dispatch 211113 October 19144 to CTF 77.
CTF 78 Dispatch 211539 October 1944 to INS ARIADNE, info CTF 77
and C()7THFLT.

*** C(M7THFLT Dispatch 210635 October 1944 to CTF 78, info CTF's 77, 79,
ARIADNE, CMI3RDFLT, ISCOM Paiau and CTU 77.7.1.

SE** ARIADNE Dispatch 200947 October 1944 to CTF 78.
*N-iHI4 GCTF 78 Dispatch 201216 0 )ber 1944 to ARIADNE, info CTF' s 77, 79.

502



0*

_______ _ - do

®r.



CTF 78
SI JOctober 22nd 7

At 0315 he received from CCMSEVENTHFLT a report
evaluated as reliable of two enemy light cruisers en route from Manila to
Verde Island Passaw.*

At 0756 he noted that the first transport in Reinforce-
urant Group ONE had anchored in San Pedro Bay and had immediately commenced
uaioading.**

At 0830 he noted the srrival of the twenty-eight LST' s
and the six liberty ships (XAKts) of the RED Beach Group.***

About this time he found himself faced with a serious
problem. Although he had succeeded in unloading all of his original
(D-day landing) LST' s, he now had fourteen new LST' s to ,inload at RED Beach.

These LST's had arrived with CTG 78.6. He knew that he would have to do
something about this and therefore, sometime before 0815, he seems to have
advised the senior LST commander with TG 78.6 of the unfavorable conditions
at RED Beach as a result of which the RED Beach LST' s anchored off the beach
and made no attempt to unload.*

Meanwhile, he deliberated over the problem as to where
aad when he could best discharge these RED Beach LST's. Analysis indicated
that Cataisan Point north of the WHITE Beach area would be suitable and was
long enough to handle many LST' s at once. But analysis also indicated that
if many LST' s unloaded there the space required would gradually embrace
Tacloban airstrip as the supplies to be landed would be greater than the
limited beach areas could provide for. This would necessarily have a re-
tarding effect on the construction of the airdrome which was supposed to be
ready by P+5.

He decided to authorize the RED Beach UST' s to beach at
Cataisan Point. Whether or not he consulted with CTF 77 in this matter is
nAt known but, in view of the importance of this decision and its strategic
implications, it seems likely that he did.

This decision was difficult to make and, owing to the
limited information available concerning (a) the condition of the Tacloban
airfield at its time of capture, (b) the measures necessary to prepare it
for use by army aircraft to be based there, and (c) the weight given by the
various top commanders to the daijger of successful raids by enemy aircraft
and surface ships, it Is equally difficult to evaluate. On the one hand,
it was v'ery important to establish land-based aircraft on Leyte as soon as

* CM4•HFLT Dispatch 211205 October 1944 to CTF 78.
•* Action Report CALLAWAY, heinforcenient Leyte I3land Assault, Serial

0102, October 29th, 1944.
-,4* Action Report CmG 78.2, Leyte Operation, 3erial O(X15, November 29th,

1944.
•*•~ Action Report LST 751, Report of Landing o(perationnr in t1.e invasion

of Leyte Island, Serial 07, October 71tk, 19414.
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possible. This was so because the ground forces would not then be dependent
upon Allied carrier aircraft, which, although quite capable of providing the
necessary cover and support for some time, had not at this time been fully
accepted for this purpose by G(MOSOWESPAC or CAAF SOWESPAC. On the other
hand, it was likewise very important, in view of the Allied expectation of
raids by Japanese aircraft and naval surface forces, to remove the support
shipping fý?om the area as rapidly as possible.

CTF 78 KNEW THAT THE AIRFIL&D REQUIR•4ENTS WERE FOR ONE
5000' X 100' RUNWAY WITH UNDISPERSED PARKING FOR TWO FIGHTER GROUPS AND ONE
SQUADRON OF NIGHT FIGHTERS TO BE C0O4PLETED BY D+5* AND THAT TACLOBAN AIRDROME
HAD BEEN SELECTED AS THE AIRFIELD FOR THIS RUNWAY. HE ALSO KNEW, FROM THE
FACT THAT HE WAS LANDING HIS SUPPLIES THERE, THAT THE PREPARATION OF THE AIR-
FIELD MIGHT BE DELAYED UNTIL MUCH LATER THAN D+5. THIS DELAY WOULD BE LARGELY
BECAUSE THE HEAVY RAINS HAD TURNED ROADS IN THE VICINITY OF TACLOBAN AIRDROME
INTO QUA(GIRES. IN THIS CONNECTION, THE AIR EVALUATION BOARD REPORTED THAT
THE FIRST HURRICANE, WHICH PASSED OVER EASTERN LEYTE ON OCTOBER 17TH WITH
HEAVY RAINS, HAD MADE MOTOR TRAFFIC DIFFICULT FOR DAYS WITH THE RESULT THAT,
WHEN THE AMPHIBIOUS LANDING WAS MADE, THE SUPPOSEDLY ALL-WEATHER TACLOBAN
AIRSTRIP WAS FOUND TO BE SOFT AND MUDDY.** (ACTUALLY, AS WILL BE SHOWN LATER,
COMMENCING WITH D÷? THIRTY-THREE P-38'S WERE OPERATED FROM THIS AIRSTRIP).
SINCE THE DUMPING OF CARGO ON THIS STRIP DELAYED TtE CONSTRUCTION OF THE
FIFJLD ABOU' TWO DAYS,*** IT CAN BE SAID THAT, HAD THE SUPPLIES NOT BEEN
DUMPED ON THE STRIP, THE ABOVE THIRTY-THREE P-38'S MIGHT HAVE BEEN OPERATED
FROM THE STRIP ON D+5. WHILE THIS WOULD HAVE BEEN A HELP TO CTG 77.1t, IT IS
EVIDENT THAT THESE FEW PLANE5 WOULD NOT HAVE RELIEVED HIM OF HIS CONTINUED
RESPONSIBILITY FOR SUPPORT AND COVER.

THEREFORE, IT SEEM4S PROBABLE THAT CTF 78, FEELING THAT
TG 77.4 WOULD HAVE TO UXEAIN FOR S(VE TIME AND FURTHER FEELING THAT THE
DANGER TO HIS SHIPPING WAS GREAT, DECIDED TO UNLOAD THE SUPPORT SHIPS AND TX
WITHDRAW THF/i FROM ThE AREA As EARLY AS PRACTICABLE.

WHILE, AS POINTED OUT ABOVE, THIS DECISION IS DIFFICULT
TO EVALUATE FOR THE REASONS STATED, THERE NEVERTHELESS IS CONSIDERABLE DOUBT
AS To ITS SOUNDNESS. THIS SEEMS SO FOR, DESPITE THE SITUATION DEVELOPING IN
THE CORON BAY AREA, BOTH CTF' S 77 AND 78 MUST HAVE FELT THAT ALLIED FORCES
EXISTED IN SUFFICIENT STRENGTH TO INSURE ADEQUATE PROTECTION TO ALl. FORCES
INSIDE L.0YTE GULF. IN ADDITION THEY KNEW THAT (A)(1) CCMTHIRDFLT WAS ANXIOUS
TO BE RELIEVED OF HIS COVERING DUTIES, AND (2) THAT C(*%ANDER HAD T!IE HOTFOOT
OPERATION 'EFORE HIM, (B) CIM ;OLWESPAC D&S.IRED THAT LAND-BASED AIR FORCES
(CC wETEUN TO HANDLE THE 'Ii'UATION) BE INSTAILED PRIOR TO RELEASING CAJ4THIRD-
FLT i'OU OTIER DUTY, WHICH REQUIRED THE EARLIEST POJ3IBLE COMPLIC:rlON OF THE
AIRFIELDS, AND (C) JAPANESE GROUND AND AIR COUNTERACTION HAD BEEN WEAK.
T•EREFORE, IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE AND ALSO ';INCE THERIE IS NO INI)ICATION THAT
THE LANDING OF THIE CARNO, WHICH WAS LARCELY FRUM TG 78.6 (REINFOhiCEENT GROUP
ONE), WAS OF AN OVHRRIDING PRIORITY, D(ES IT NOT SEI,4 comi•Er TO SAY THAT IT

GCt'"k¶OW&;PAC Operation instruction No. 79, 5eptmiber 21st, 1944.
*• Air Evaluation Board, ;OWE5PAC, Leyte Cauapaign, Page 261.
*** [bid., Page 201.
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WOULD HAVE BEEN PREFERABLE TO DELAY THE UNLOADING OF GENERAL CARGO A DAY OR
SO RATHER THAN TO HAVE DELAYED THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE AIRFIELD? THIS VIEW
IS SUPPORTED BY (1) CAAF S(0MSPAC, S STATkEN IN 1949 THAT "TO MAKE SURE THAT
NO MORE STUFF WOULD BE MOVED ON THE TACLOBAN STRIP I SAW GENERAL MACARTHUR
(CC(SCUMSPAC) WHO PASSED THE WORD TO BOTH KRUEGER (C.G. SIXTH ARMY) AND
KIEKAID (CTF 77) THAT HE WANTED THE PLACE USED AS AN AIRDRCME AhD NOT AS AN
UNLOADING POINT",* AND (2) CTG 77.4'S STATEMENT IN HIS ACTION REPORT THAT
"THE ABSOLUTELY PRIMARY AND FIRST OBJECTIVE Or, FUTURE LANDING OPERATIONS, NOW
THAT WE HAVE REACHED THE AREAS WITHIN RANGE OF THE ENTIRE SHORE BASED AIR
FORCE OF THE EMPIRE, MUST BE USEABLE AIR FIELDS. ABSOLUTELY NOTHING MUST BE
ALLOWED TO INTERFERE WITH THE WORK OF MAKING THEM USEABLE AT THE EARLIEST
POSSIBLE MOMENT".**

By 0900 the majority of the transports had completed
disemarking their troops and were commencing to unload supplies and
equipment.***

It is assumed that at 0901 (the time it was received by
CTF 79) he received a request from CTF 77 for a summary of the situation
as of 1O000 that day.****

At 0955 he noted that LST's were now beaching at the

northern end of Cataisan Peninsula.*

As a result of his decision, discussed above, to unload
the support ships and to withdraw them from the area as early as practicable,
at 1002 he directed CTG 78.2 and the Beachmaster at WHITE Beach to beach the
RED Beach LST's on Cataisan Point.*•*

In accordance with these instructions, the Beachmaster
at WHITE Beach now diverted all LSr's to beach at that point.****

At 1010 CTF 78 ordered the C1OWORTH and STEVENS to fuel
from the FRF40NT.N*N He made 6imilar arrangements for fueling the other
escorts arriving with this group. *

*SGeorge C. Kenney, "General Kenney Reports" (New York, 1949),-Page

Action Repor. C'GI 77.4, Leyte Operations, October 12th - 29th,
19Se,, Serial 001th, November 14th, 1944.

* WAction Report CTG 713.2, LeyMte Operation, 3erial 0085, November 29th,
1944.• • CTP 77 Dispatch 21.2340 October ]19" to CTF' -s 78, 79.

• Act-ion Report Force Peachmaster, WHIITE Beach (Na-,al Beach Parties
Nos. 3 and 8), October 13th to November l6th, 194.4 Inclusive, No
Serial, November 20th, 1,1".

SWar Diaries MORRfti, MOSTIN, 1-'A:l•(3N CITY, BU1RIIN(,TON, October 22nd
1944-



CT? 78
•)r'W ~l'TA1- October 22nd

At 1043 he passed to all units of his force the con-
gratulations and appreciations he had r~e'aved from CT? 77 for his skillful
execution of the Leyte operation and hJ•s wholehearted support. To this,
he added that the receipt of such a m'sasagc was a signal recognition of the
superlative performance of duty, loyalty and cooperation of all personnel
of his force.*

At 1115 he qierisd CrTG 78.5 as to the progress of
clearance sweeps of channels north of HoAmonhon Island which he had requested
te morning of October 2Oth.** He stated that he desired to station a
destroyer north of Handig Point (northern tip Hcwnhon Island) as soon as
the area was sa/* • 9.

At 1534 he received, from CTG 77.5, a reply to his query
of progress sweeping north of Homonhon Island. In this reply CTG 77.5
advised that he had not received CTF 78's request of October 2Otb,** but that
he was today conducting sweeps as ordered by CT? 77 along the west tangent of
Manicani - Homonhon Islands thence to the south coast of Homonhon and then
due east to Longitude 1260 - OO'E.***-* With the sweeping along this line
betweer the two aforementioned islands completed, 5e could then safely
establish the patrol north of Handig Point.

At 1537 he received, e an information addressee,
instructions from CT? 77 to CTG 77.2*-** that upon departure attAck force
comuanders from Leyte area, CTG 77.2 was ta furnish the antisubmarine
patrol of the entraace to Leyte Gulf required by his basic plan.******

By now he had noted with satisfaction the progress of
the unloading of the transports and at 1542 he (a) directod CTG 78.6, in
CRESCENT CITY with six transpcrts (WARREN, WINDSOR, CALLAWAY, LEON, SUMTER,
STORM KING) which had arrived that morning plus three cargo ships (ARNFB,
ELECTRA, HERCULES) of the D-day echelor screened by three destryers
(MORRIS, HowomrH, MUSTIN), to depart the transport area at 1700 for Kossoi
Roads and Hollandia, and (b) deeignated the route to be followed,**4**i*•

At 1554 he received instructions from C-TF 77 to direct
one destroyer dLviiion to report tr CTG 77.4 on covering station by
October 25th or the earliest, practicable date thereafter. He a&•oObt
had arnticipated receipt of such instructions after having previouxly learned

* CTF 78 Dispatch 220143 October 19" to T? 78.
CTF 78 Dispatch 192246 October 1944 to CTG 77.5, info CTF 77.
CTF 78 Dispatch 220215 October 1944 to CTG 78.5, inWo CT? 77 and
C(MFDSRON 25 (CTU 78.1.6).
CTG 77.5 Dispatch 220501 October 1944 to CTF 78, info CTF 77, CTG
78.5 and CCMDkSRON 25.

*-**1' CTF 77 Dispatch 220402 October 19"4 to CTG 77.2, info all TFC' '. and
TGC's 7TIHLT.

**f CANF SOW43PAC Operation Plan No. 13-44, -werial 00022A, September
26th, 1944, Paragraph 3(x)(1O).

• CTF 78 Dispatch 220642 October 1944 to CTG 78.6, iafo all concerned.
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october 22nd

that CTG 77.4 (a) was committed to release DESRON F0RTY-SEVEN,* and (b)
required an on-station relief of these destroyers when they were released.,*

At 1610 he received frc CT? 77 a request for maoes ot
ships in screen with their station assigments.** Although there Is no
available record of his reply, he undoubtedly a4vised CTF 77 that the
ANDE$S0k and JOHN RWGI S were patrll~ing to seaward of the northorn entrance
to Lsyte ulf**** (Plate VIII) as prescribed in ),is basic operation plan,
while JEMINS was in Radar Picket Station ONE.***** As for his inner screen
to the east and south of his transport area, the only other destroyer he had
was the RUSS=L which was anchored in FS Area ABLE;****** he therefore hm~d
available for this screen various control vessels (PCIs and SC's) and support
vessels (LCI's). These he had planned to use for this screen to maske smoke
for the protection of his transports from enemy air attack and to guard the
southern entrance to San Juanico.

At 1651 he had observed that the unloading of the WHITE
Beach LST's w~s progressng satisfactorily while all but one of his D-day
RED Beach LST's had completed unloading and would be ready to leave this
day. He accordingly formed TG 78.10 and directed a Commander Baker******
in LST 459 with twenty LST's escorted by STEVENS and BURLINGTOw to (a)
depart RED Beach area at 17OO, and (b) follow a route which was designated
in the diapatch.*****

At 1?13 he noted that CTG 78.6, in the CRESCENT CITY,
with five other APA's (1,ARREN, WINDSOR, CALLAWAY, LEON, SUMTER), one AP
(STORM KING), two AKIA' (ARREB, ELECTRA), one AK (HERCULES), and escorted
by three destroyers (?tUZR1S,, HC0WORTH, MUSTIN), had departed the Northern
Transport Area and (o) at 1800 he noted that CTG 78.10, which comnand had
been asru=d by Commander LST Flotilla EIGHT***I**5** in LST 614 in lieu
of CTU 78.14 in LST 459, had departed the same area with sixteen LST's (171.
181, 456, 458, 459, 400, 462, 463, 614, 696, 699, 700, 910, 911 1014, 10275
escorted b) one destroyor (STEVENS) and one frigate (BURLI;N(ON)6.i****

• * C(�X7THFLT Dispatch 210341 October 194 to CTF 7?, in-o CTF 78,
CT? 79, and CTG 77.4.

• * CTG 77.4 Dispatch 212224 October 1944 to CTF 77.
*5* CTF 77 Voice Radio Message 220710 October 19"4 to CT1' s 78 and

79.
Action Report CTU 78.1.6, Leyte Operation, Serial 0114, November
"4th, 1944.
War Diary JENKINS, October 22nd, 1944.
War Diary RUSSELL, October 22Md, 1944.
Cuomaiuder Danford M. Baker, USNR.

S***~**** CTF 78 Dispatch 220751 October 19" to CTG 78.10, info all
concerned.

S*'******* Captain Oral G. Swigart, USN.
• **N Action Report CTG 78.1 (GOMLSTFLOT 8), Serial 0003, November

8th, 1944.
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CTF 78

SZ AOctober 22nid

At 1856 he forwarded by dispatch to CTF 77 his svzzarý
of the situation which was, in general, as follows:

"Include, last summarized report received 223.127
(presumably Item time). In let Cavalry Division sector our troops hold
TaclobelA Town and all area to north. (At this point, the dispatch gave the
front-line position by grid points). South of last point (in 24th Division
sector) our situation is not so well defined. One battalion is reported
located west of highway number one in target area 5754. All of Hill 522
(two miles north of Palo) is held and Palo Town is occupied. The left flank
of the beachhead is strongly held along line of Palo River. We hold strong
points on both sides of highway south of Pawing. The highway itself is not
yet under our coatrol but is expected to be so this afternoon. We are in
communication with shore fire control parties and have firing ships in
position ready to fire but have received no request for naval gunfire support
today. Last might we delivered harassing fire throughout night on left flank
of beachhead ard illuminated areas west of beachhead. Illumination firing was
reported "Perfect". Shipping situation follows. ELECT'RA anid ARNEB unloaded.
HERCULES e3timates 1600 completion. TRANSDIV EIGHT estimates 1700 completion,
At 1200 TRANSDIV TWENTY-SIX unloaded in percentages as follows. CAILAWAY 42,
LEON 40, SUMTER 32, STORK KING 20, JUPITER 9. Expect twenty LST's and above
ships except JUPITER leave tonight. All transport types present except
JUPITER and FRM•4ONT will sail at L700".*

The time of the above dispatch is interesting because it
is abc't two hours after the departure of 'TG 78.10 from the area. Evidently
the dispatch had been prepared for release much earlier in the day but had
been delayed in transmission within the BLUE RIDGE. Whether this delay was
due to carilessness or to congestion within the communications system is not
known but the latter seems the more likely.

With the departure of these two groups, CTF 78 had the
following ships of his force remaining in his area of responsibility:
hxi. control and support vessels (PC's, SC's and LCI's), five DD's (RUSSELL,
,I[IN5, Afi)RSN, JCHN RODGERS, LANG), twenty LST's (170, 397, 465, 549,
6j3, o23, 666, &7, 66C, 695, 697, 740, 741, 744, 751, 912, 986, 993, 1017,
i018) one AV, (JUPITER), BLUE RIDGE (FFF), FRdNONT (FFF), six XAK's, one AM,
and one PF (CARSON CITY).

At 2112 he received a di,.patch from the ARIADNE which
advised nim, in general, th't her estimated remaininw endurance would not
justif', her returning to ACCIPITFU for fuel and that she would arrive at
Kossoi at 00KO0 C-Lober 23rd with 'ILTY; also that CROSBY had arrived Kosso].
thiN day with little fue relainin.t*

At 2321 he approved of AhIADNE's interitions and issued
sailing orders for ner, with KIL'aY anl CRC}h'[Y, from Kossol to Hollandia.*

* CTF 78 spatch ?2Cýo October: 1944 to CTF 77.-__
, AhlADN l:patch 2.09411, October 1944 to CTF 78, iifo CTF 77.

SCT' 'ib Dlp1c "'" Octot-or 1944 to ARIAINE.



CTG 78.1
fI I N ~.October 22nd

At 2324 he issued additional instructions regarding the
sailing and escorting of TG 78.6 frco vicinity Yossol to Hollandia.*

(a) Operations of CTC, 78.1 (Palo Attack Group), October
22nd.

Although the operations of 'TG 78.1 are discussed
largely under the "Operations of CTF 78 (brt,:trn at.ck Force), October
22nd", there are certain matters which -t is Qousiderezd advisable to discu3s
separately.

( t A c r It will be remembered (fr-.w "Operations oC CTF 78
S(Nort~hern Attack Force), Oetober 21•t") that, by the end of that day, he
(a) had succeeded in unloading all of his support shipping with the exception
of one cargo ship (HERCULES) and eight LST's (171, 181, 456, 458, 459, 462,
463, 465) and (b) knew that on the following day he would receive from CTG
78.6 resupply shipping of three APA' s and fourteen LST' s.

At 0826 TRANSDIV EIGHT (CRESCENT CITY, WARREN,
WINDSOR) destined for RED Beach, arrived off that beach and immediately
comuenced unloading troops ard equipment.**

"At 0830 fourteen LST's (623, 666, 667, 668, 695,
697, 740, 741, 744, 751, 986, 1017, lO1(i), 1027) arrived from TG 78.6 off
RED Beach. These, when added to the eight LST's (171, 181, 456, 458, 459,
462, 463, 465 of TG 78.1) which were still unloading, gave him a total of
twenty-two LST's to unload this day.

Since he was also CTF 78 he knew (a) at 1542, that
CTG 78.6 had been directed to depart the area at 1700 with certain designated
ships of 4hiidh the only ships from TG 78.1 were the HERCULES from the D-day
uchelon ar.d the CReSCEnT CITY, WARREN and WINDSOR*** and (b) at 1651, CTG
78.10, with twenty LST's, had been directed to depart RFD Beach at 1700 for
Hollandia. He also knew that included in this number would be about ei.ght
RP'D Beach L.ST's.

At 1800 CTG 78.10, in 1ST 614, departed the Northern
Transport Area with, among other LST's, LST's 171, 181, 456, 458, 459, 462
arid 463 which had unloaded at KM Be&ch*-*-" and LST 1027 which, although

;* CTF 78 Dispatch 221424 October 1944 .o and info all concerned.
**~ War Diary CKtscCENT CITY, October 22nd, 1944.
** G CTF 78 Dispatch 220642 October 1944 to CTG 78.6, info CTF' s 77, "V,

all TFC's 7THFLT, CTG '18.5, etc.
Action Report CTG 78.10 (CQM1STFLOur 8), Serial (M03, November 8th,
1944.

S0 GO9
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CTG 78.2

October 22nd

destined for RED Beach, had unloaded on Cataisan Point.*

Thus, with the departure of this convoy, CTG 78.1
had remaining to be unloaded fourteen LST', (465, 623, 666, 667, 663, 695,
697, 740, 741, 744, 751, 986, 1017, 1018).

In addition, he had the BLUE RIDGE (FFF), RUSSELL,
JOHN RODGERS, LANG and a number of landing and control craft.

"(b) Operations of CTG 78.2 (San Ricardo Atta"k Group),
Octob-.r 22nd.

CTG 78.2, in the FRWIONT, remained at anchor off
WHITE Beach while the unloading of his two remaining AKA' s (ARNEB, ELECTRA)
cont 4 nued throughout the night.

At 0800 TRANSDIV TWENTY-SIX (CALLAWAY, LEON, SUMTER,
STON KING, JUPITER), destined for WHITE Beach, arrived and immediately
commenced disembarking troops followed by the unloading of cargo.**

At 0830 fourteen LST's (170, 397, 460, 549, 613,
614(F), 696, 699, 700, 910, 911, 912, 993, 1014) and six LAK's (THCMAS,
FIELDS, SHORT, GIANELLA, KINNEY, JUDSON) arrived. The LST's were beached on
the Cataisan Peninsula north of the original WHITE Beach and commenced
unloading imnediately. x*

At 1002 the fourteen LST' s destined for RED Beach
were directed to beach on the Cataisan Peninsula and follow the WHITE Beach
LST's in.•** As pointed out under "Operations of CTG 78.6 (Reinforcement
Group ONE), October 22nd", all. did so excepting LST 986 which beached on RED
Beach the following day.

At 1048 the HOWORTH and at 1208 the STEVENS were
fueled from his flagship.*****

From this time 'mtii 1624 nothing of importance
occurred excepting that the unloading continued most satisfactorily with no
eanemy air or surface action. At 1624 CTG 78.2 learned that THANSDIV TWENTY-
SIX, less the JUPITER, had been unloaded and at 1642 that at least ten LST's
from WHITE Beach would be ready to sail that night.****

* War Diary IST 1027, October 22nd, 19%4.
Action Report COMTHANSDIV 26, Central Philippines O4eration, Serial
0148, November 2nd, 1944.

"* Action Report Force Beachmaster WHITE Beach, Northern Attack Group,
Loyte Operation, October 13th - November 16th, 1944, No Serial,
November 20th, 1944.

- Action Ihafcrt CTG 78.2, Leyte Operation, Serial .085, November 2L)9h,
1944.

*** Action Report FRO24uNT. I.eyte Operation, Serial C$5'5, November- 20th,
1944.
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CTO 78.2
A October 22nd

d atimc after 1542 but prior to 1713 he received a
dispatch (presumably by hand) from CTF 78 to CTG 78.6 directing that commander
to depart the Ley%e transport area at 1700 with certain designated ships,
of which he noted that (a) the ARPM and ELECTRA were from his D-day echelon,
and (b) the CALLAWAY, LEON, SUTTER and STOE4 KING had arrived this day with
CTG 78.6.*

Sometime after 1651 but prior to 1800 he received a
dispatch (presumably by hand) from CTF 78 directing CTU 78.1.4 (LST Unit)
in LST 459 with nineteen additional LST' s escorted by the STEVENS and
BRLINGTON, to depart RED Beach at 1700 for Hollandia.N* This was of
interest to him because he realized that, included in these nineteen, were
a large nmber of WHITE Beach LST1's.

At 1713 TG 78.6 nailed.•*

At 1800 CTG 78.10, who was now Commander LST FlotillaEIGHT instead of CTU 78.1.4, depart i the Northern Transport Area with,

among other IST's, the following from WHITE Beach: 460, 696, 699, 700, 910,
911, 1017.****

Thus, with the departure of the above convoys, CTG
78.2, now had with him (a) the FRE14ONT (FFF), ANDERSON and JENKINS, and (b)
six LST's (170, 397, 549 613, 912 and 993), the JUPIIER, one ARt (ACIILLLS),
one frigate (CARSON CITYS and six XAK's which had arrived with TG 78.6.
In addition, he still had a number of landing and control craft.

At 1850 he assigned the RUSSELL the task of firing
at 2000, 240) this night and 0500 the following morning into San Juanico
Strait tk disrupt a movement of enemy troops in barges between Samar and

Leyte Is1aris,NNNON which task the RUSSELL commenced executing at
2005 .*sm*

* CTF 78 Disratch 220642 Octobar 1944 t(, CTG 78.6, infe CTF s 77, 79,
all TFC' s 7THFLT, CTG 78.5, etc.
CTF 78 Dispatch 220751 October 1944 to COMLSTGRP 20, STEVENS, info
all TFC's 7TrHFLT, CTF'e 76, 77, 79, all TOC's 7THFLT, L'rG 78.5.
Action Report CTG 78.6 (Reinforoement Group 1), Leyte Island,
Philippine Operation, October 16th - 27th, 1944, Serial 0154,
October 316t, 1944.

•*•* Action Report CTG 78.10 (CUKLSTFLOT 8), Serial, 0003, Nov•mLer 8th,
1944.

*MOM* Action Report CTG 78.2, Leyte Operation, Serial 0035, November .29th,
1944.

S** War Diary RUS36WrL., October 22nd, 1944.
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CTU 77.2.1 and
CTG 77,3
October 22rd

(c) Operations of CTU 77.2.1 (Fire Support Unit NC1TH)
and CTG 77.3 (Close Covering Group), October 22nd.

(1) Operations of CTU 77.2.1.

At 0000 this unit, composed of the MISSISSIPPI,
WET VIRGINIA, MARYLAND, and screened by the AtLICK, CONY and SIGOURNEY, was
operating in the southern part of Leyte Gulf and to the northward of BATDIV
TV1O. The OTC was CMBATDIV THREE in the MISSISSIPPI, At 0105 it was
necessary for the SIGOURNEY to maneuver independently in order to avoid
BATDIV TWO and its destroyer screen.* At 0304 TU 77.2.1 headed for San Pedro
Bay where, between 0730 and 0755, the Six ships of this group anchored and
stood by for call fire missions but they received no calls.**

They remained so anchored until 1700 when, pur-
suan't to orders from CTG 77.2, they got underway and proceeded to their
assigned night stations in the southern part of Leyte Gulf north of Tay Tay
Point. Here they were joined by the CALIFORNIA and PENNSYLVANIA.***

At 1844 an enemy plane was observed flying the
length of the gulf in flames, eventually crashing on Leyte Island.***-

At 1944 the heavy ships of TU 77.2.1 executed
speed zero and lay to in Area DRUM.*****

As of 2400 this patrol had been uneventful.

(2) Operations of CTG 77,' (Close Covering Group),
October 22nd.

CTG 77.3, in the PHOENIX as OTC aud accompanied
by the SHROPSHIRE and BOISE, screened by theHWTCHINS, DALY, BEALE, KILLEN,
.RUNTA and BACHE, continued patrolling the area east and southeast of the
transport area in accordance with Harbor Defense Plan ONE.*N**

At 0400 this group commenced returning to San
Pedro Bay, hiLving hAd an uneventful patrol. At 0500, CTG 77.3 ordered the
ships to proceed independeatly.***K**

At 0653 the PHOENIX opened fire on enemy

aircraft in the area.****

* Deck Log SIGOUiNEY, October 22nd, 1944.

** Deck Logs MARYLAND, WEST ViRGINIA, M]SIiSS.iPPI, AULICK, CONY,

SIGOURNEY, October 22nd, 1944.
War Diaries C(UJIATUIV 3, W;ST VIRGINIA, October 22nd, 1944.

*ON* War Diary MISSISIPPI, October 22-nd, 1944.
*.if War Diary C1(1%¶ATDIV 3, October 22nd, 1944.
*N**** War Diary PHOENIX, October 22nd, 1944; Deck Log P40ENI1, October

22nd, 1944.



CTG 78.+6October 22nd . f
By 0717 the PHOENIX, BOISE and presumably the

SHROPSHIRE had anchored in San Pedro Bay followed by the destroyers which,
except for the KILLEN, had all anchored by 0815.* The KILLEN spent the day
patrolling off Capines Point.** Some of theme ships shifted bertha during
the day but none of theo were called upon to furnish fire support.

At 1649 CTG 77.3, with TG 77.3 (less the KILLEN which
remained behind for PS duty), coimnced getting underway for night retiremnt
in accordance with Harbor Defense Plan ONE. By 1900 he had arrived in his
patrol area and had comenced patrolling at low speed as on the previous
night .***

,Meauwhile, the KILLEN in PS Area DOG delivered FS fire
from 1958 until 21.05 and expended ninety-.one rounds of 50/38 projoctiles.
She remained in FS Area DOG throughout the night awaiting night harassing
assigment.**

Except for the operations of th" KIfLLEN, the
operations of this group up to 2400 had been uneventful.

(d) Operations of CX@'s 78.6, 78.7 and 78.8, October 22nd.

(1) Operations of CTG 78.6 (Feinforcement Group ONE).

At the beginuing of the day CTG 78.6, with six
.PA's (CRESCENT CITY (FF), WARREN, WINDSOR, CALLAWAY (FF), LEON, SLMTER),
one AP (STORK KING), six XAK s (THOAS, FIK,.DS, SHORT, GIANELLA, KINNEY,
JUDSON), four DD0s (KORR•i (F), HOWORTH, MUSTIN (FD), STEVENS), two PF's
(CARSON CITY, BURLINGTON), one ARL (ex-LST, ACHIIILS:), one AK (JUPITER),
thirty-two LST's (24, 170, 397, 460, 4.71, 472(F), 549, 606, 613, 614(F),
623, 666, 667, 668, 695, 696, 697 699, 700, 740, 741, 744, 751, 910, 911,
912, 986, 993, 1014, 1017, 10I8(F), IO27), twelve LCI's (683, 684, 685, 693,
977, 978(F), 979, 980, 981, 982, 1O64, 1065), had just entered Leyte
Gulf.~****

At 040, at Point "C" in the Tacloban - Dulag
approach channel, he detached the BLUE - ORANGE Beach Unit consisting of tVe
LST's 24, 471, 472 and 606,***** under command of the Comanding Officer
LST 472.

*• Deck Logs PFH IX, BOISE, BEALS, H. CHINS, BACHE, DALY, October 22nd,
1944.
War Diary KILLEN., October 22nd, 1944.

*** Deck Log BOISE, Octobe- 22nd, 1944.
*" Act.ion Report CTG 78.t Reinforcement Group 1, Leyte Island,

Philippine Operations, October 16th - 27th, 1941, Serial 0145,
October 31st, 1944.

*w* Action Report LST 472, Echelon L-3, Leyte Operation, Seorial 073,
October 23rn, 1944.
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CTG 78.6
October 22nd.

At 0550 he ordered his section commanders to
take charge and proceed as previously dlrected.* As he approached the
Northern Transport Area he enzou•tmred dense amoke that had been laid by
the ships in San Pedro Bay &a protection against. early morning eneio air
attacks.** This smoke made piloting difficult; nevertheless he arivwd on
schedule.

At 0756r** his leading tranoport awe.hored ti\ ter
assigned berth while the remaining transports anchored shortly theraftter.
All commenced unloading as follows: CRESCENT CITY, WARRKN, WINDSR on RW
Beach; CALLAWAY, LEON, SLtERf, STORM KING, and JUPITM en WK•TE Boa,:h.*

At this same time the (a) fourteen LST's
Ss•hduled for WHITE Beach (LST',s •?70, 397, 460, 549, 613, 614P), 696, 699,
700, 910, 911, 912, 993, 10.!4) heaiu\0 for th0&, beach where, between 1100 and
noon, they beached and commented unldijng, and (b) fourheen LT r"" scheduled
for RLED Beach (LeT's 623, 666, 667, 66•3 695, 697, 740, waU, 7U4, 751, 986,
1017, 1018(F), 1021)* arrived U-i ,%he Ner~thern T'ax%,,poort a and at 0815 were
directed by Comvxnder UST Flotilla EIGHT to ancho" imti1 . cy'.her arrangements
could be made as this beach was inder fire of the ,nore ha'.e,%r,,ies whieh were
located An the hills above the beach'..*O I

All of tU. eemi aux riainqg indesd for C"U 78
well imew frma his unhappy exp.riencea tiwo days okrlier t\At FLD Beadh,
because of unfavorable beach a&p.rsAch conitionr , tr ll as becAuse o~f" tLhe
above gwifire, was unsuitable fre hxrdli,4 USTv s arx the oe A(),Vt of thk
REID Beach VSTS s had bfen unloadin\y c+a the GC~LaaxN, Pkasl&ý Why this

""ifo•%nati on wk• not given to CTG A1•,6 prior 't 4 his a,,' iv not known,

Meanwidiii, ,,ýTG 7$ 1Cý appwý,,\,r to K*N've ordo\%~\d h).ý
LST's to proitakx to the area off the aox\ýýer avd of tkm% C."kta..isn Penvltvul&
for thtey wer , evvd =n that area by 01',G 78.2. At 1(0,,,' )',. r\4.eived
ixstrigctione (norov \'r idnown but, likely CT01 78.2 %*oAe ±3 were beach~tng
on that" beach) ",, b.each fter the *k[Th ý, LS" ý* W At 103X he
directed aLl, LUUs , to be.\\a*h on CatNsar Poin, and , A cargo,
Acti•,tly, exept fo'> Vi 1,th T 549 whoch bea,.h\ at i',,3 A\nd 'tho ST 9
\ý,.ich hdeah~l or. WRi) Boch on Octol.K~ 21rd, Q~r tj'WAý~ ftiD UaSLT' S
ý,eachqed duirlzg the &fte. oo on Ca~vlm~a\ Pol.\t\

PhiApp'.xe (),,•rn.tions Oct~ober I6th - 27ti , 4, ' OY.,
October 31.at, 194•.
War Diaq\ UKSkI ý.'IT., o~ttober 22nxd~, 1.944.

' Ac.tion Roport'l CAIL•'AW Y+, Reli•+'or~cemen~t Ný,,),e ii+,,,t....a...,e+i•

0102, Octobor 2•9th, )A4
,*L* Action Report LST 751, Philippiae Island Oprat:.'r, Ser.1 07,

Oetobgr %•nth+,,%,•&

**•* Action Report CT G, ?>, I wooemhor 29thG

1944.
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CTG's 78.7 and 78.6
October 22nd

Meanwhile, his LI's unloaded their troops at
WITE Beach with no difficulty.

At about 1612 he received from CTF 78 his
anticipW'ed sailing orders* (quoted in full under "Operations of CTF 78, 4
October 22nd").

Shortly after 1700 his heavy ships, except the
JUPITER, ha~d couj,\Ieted unloading.*

At 1713, in accordance with the above orders, he
departed the transp•rt an&a iLn APA CRESCENT CITY with APA' s WARREN, WINDSOR,
CALLAWAY, LEON, SW(Tk, A? SIUMM KING, AKA's ARBEB, EleCTRA, AK HERCULES
escorted by DD's MORR1S HCWORTH and MUSTIN.**

At Z$'OO he departed Leyte Gulf.*** The unloading
progress and departure of those LST''s arriving with CTG 78.6 are discussed
under the operations of CTFve 78 and 79. Lhe XAK1s (Liberty ships) were not
scheduled to depart before D+9 day and the LCI' aosre not scheduled to retire
until, the completion of the operation,****

(2) Operations of CTGNS 78.7 (Reinforcement Group
TWO) And 78.8 (Reinforcement Group THREE), October 2,Nd.

At the beginning of the day TG 78.7 was bearing
n°4 0 (T), distant about 440 miles from Leyte Gulf. Durinn' the day nothing of
tu1"ortan'u occurred and by midnight the task group was bekring 112 0 (T),
distant 224 miles from the gulf..'**** Meanwhile, CTG 78.8 was st Hollandia
waxing pre *rations to depart for Leyte at 0700, October 23rd.**

* ...... CTF 78 Dispatch 22062 October 1944 to CTG 78.6.
** Action Report CTG 78.6 (Reinforcement Group 1), Leyte Island,

Philipipine Operation, October 16th - 27th, 1944, Serial 0154,
Oct.ober 31st, 1944.
*Wr Diary CSCENT CITY, October 22nd, 1944.
(71l? 78 Operation Plan No. 101-44, Serial 0008, October 3rd, 191d+.
ikar Diary NICHOLA2, October 21st, 22nd and 23rd, 1944; alno Action
Report CTG 78.7 (COM4OERON 21), Central Philippine Operations,
Serial 0176, No-eber 10th, 1944.

+0**M Action Raport CTr( 78.8 (CCI'ICOHThIV 29), Reinforcement Group 3,
Cen0tral Philippine Operation, Serial 071., Novmber 16th, 19".
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CT? 79
CQW2 J OotoLer 22nd

(2) Operaf; tons of CWF 79 (Southern Attack Force), October
22rcl.

CTF 79 reauinsel in tVas fU OLhPWUS (anchored in the
vicinity of the Southern Transport trea)) wtNre he as able to observe and
coordinate the operations of his two attack gnup ccamad ers who were now
primariy concerned with the expeditious unloading ard withdrawal of the
transports and LST' .c

Knowing as he did that tha C.G.'s of the NINWSY-SIfTl
and SEVMNTH Infantry Divisions had assumed comwmn'S ashore on D and D+1 days
respectively, he was now especially interested in cqzpditing the unloading
ot hib transports and his cargo ships in order to obtain r situation favorable
to the assumption of command ashore by the C.G. TWENTY-FOURTH Corps. He
knew that that commander, who (a) was directing operations frau the flagship-
primarily because the communications facilities there afforded direct and
rapid communication contact with the subordinate coemanders,** and (b) was
naturally anxious to assume cora•ax ashore, was clomely followin the
situation iith item (b) in mind and had consequently made several visits to
the beaches to study (1) the developing situation ashore, (2) the unloading
of imp)rtant cargo--and this included TWENTY-FOURTH Corps shipping, and (3)
the headquarters facilities there.

At 0107 he received a summary report of operations for
the previous day from C'IG 79.1 inforning him that, in general, (a) C.G.
SEVE;NTH Division had moved ashore, and (b) the unloading from his LST's and
AKA' s was progressing satisfactorily.*** It seems likely that, along with
this, he had some of the periodic unloading reports from Cfl 79.4 and
therefore wa:!, aware of the current status of the remaining ships of TG 79.4.

Since, on the previous day, mortar fire from Catmon Hill
had seriously interfered with the unloading operations and had forced the
retraction for some houris of the beached L3T' s, CTF 79 decided that with the
brsak of day he would endeavor to destroy the enemy gun positions and thus,
ej her reduce this interference to a negligible amount or completely remove
it, T) erefore, at 0615 he issued ordersm* for a naval bombardment of
C'.t.,miu Miill which was to be delivered at 0630 in conjunction with artillery
firv. o prei ration for an advance*l by 0he FIRST Battalion of the 383rd
ufnntry • had been given the D-day task of securing the southern slopes

ih~raar• #,) 'f Catmon Hill but had not succeeded in accomplishing this
task -ithe ow 1) I1 or D+1 day because of increasingly strongr enemy
res ;I Lzrice i•

Wa 4 !, JLN'i OLYMPUS, October 22nd, 1944.
.Itct.i,-in n ei.: v. ý,TF e'9, Seizure of Leyte, Serial 00323, November 13th,
L, , 44.

ý.0 tTC 79. Dibpac 'I1141:.4 October 1944 to CTF 79.
44*0 Ac lox.. )A CT .9.2. Leyte Operation, Serial 03,32, November 4th,

14 Ac•t-'n hoejrirt C. ý. 96TH infantry Division, Action Against the Enemy,
..IN A, Op•ratio.,, 1944, March 1945, Page 3M.
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CTF 79
October 22nd

However, he shortly realized that this bombardment would
not take place on schedule because (a) he had encountered difficulty in
clearing witn the shore command, and (b) the ships designated to conduct
this bombardment (MINNEAPOLIS, DENVER, COLUMBIA) had not as yet arrived on
station.

Although he finally succeeded in clearing with the shore
command, the ships for reasons discussed under "Operations of CTG 79.2,
October 22nd" were not able to open fire before 0725. This firing finally
ceased at 0800 and in conjunction with the army artillery fire and other
factors appears to have contributed greatly to the support of the FIRST
Battalion in its operations to seize Liberanan Head. Certainly, from this
time forward, the beaches were no longer being fired on from the Catmon HiJl
area, and the unloading continued without interference from that source.
(Actually, the FIRST Battalion seized Liberanan Head at 1630 this day).*

At 0810 he assigned FS ships to TG 79.2 as follows:
PORTLAND, COLMBIA, KIDD, TWIGGS and HALLIGAN.** He also assigned--perhaps
at this time, perhaps a little later--FS ships to TG 79.1. Which ships he
assigned are nowhere stated but analysis of available information indicates
that they were likely the LOUISVILLE, MINNEAPOLIS, ISHERWOOD, HARADEN.

At 0845, finding it necessary to have ammunition in
sufficient quantities to take a position south of Calbasag River (just north
of Dulag), he advised CTG 79.2 to this effect and directed him to discharge
(a) LST's 123 and 451 and 216 tons of artillery ammunition on the MERCURY
to VIOLET Beach ONE or TWO, and (b) the .ther Corps ships at the beaches
designated.***

Also at 0845 he received a visual dispatch from CGMDfr'KON
FORTY-NINE to the effect that, unless otherwise directed, he planned to keep
screening stations fourteen to eighteen inclusive filled, and to station the
remainder of the screersing ships available equally around the transport and
LST areas. He also stated that 0JESRON FIFTY-FOUR was occupying stLations one
to seven inclu ,e.**

It -'eems likely that he realized that C(*WEISRON FORTY-
NINE's statement above, that DE3RON FIFTY-FOUR was occupying, stations one to
seven inclusive (and was therefure about thirty miles away), was designed to

be purely informative and to indicate that, with the absence of COMDESRON
FIFTI-FOJR from the transport area, C(.4D&SRON FORTY-NINS became the senior

Action Report C.G. 96&H Infantry Division, Action Against the Enemy,
KING Ii Operation, 1944, March 1945, Page 38.

** Action Report CTG 79. ,'), Leyte Operation, Serial (X)32, November 4th,
194, Part V, Section 5.

,,* CTF 79 Dispatch 212345 October 1.944 to GP; 79.2. info CTG 79.4.
*** CrU 79ý.1i.2 (C(14Db ;RIN 49) Viseil Diis3;tch 212345 October 1944 to

CT'F 79, info CIG's 79.1, 79.2.

;: • - - ' • • • ' • • : ,=w • , • .. i • i | • • i • • ' .. . • . .. " . .. • -= .. . " - • • . .. . . . ... . . . . .. . . . . . . .. .



CTF 79
October 22nd

officer and OTC of the screen. This matter is discunsed under "Operations
of CTG 79.11, October 20th".

At 0850, after having received (at 0605, 0730 and 0815)
requests for instructions from the Commanding Officer LST 472 (who, with
LST' s 24, 471, 472 and 606, had been ordered to report to him for duty with
the objective of unloading on the ORANGE - BLUE Beaches) and having apparently
no information on these four LST's, he directed the Commanding Officer L.ýT
472 to query CTG 78.6 as to his needs.*

This action by CTF 79 shows that he had made no pre-
parations for the arrival of these LST' s and likely had been caught unaware.
This seems surprising for he had received CTF 78's operation plan, and the
fact that four LST' s were scheduled to arrive off ORANGE - BLUE Beaches at
0800 October 22nd was included in that plan.*-

At 0855 he received a visual dispatch from CM4DESRON
FORTY-NINE (CTU 79.11.2) stating that (a) the PICKING, SPROSTON, WICKES and
MacDONOUGH were available for FS duties, and (b) the first three destroyers
had 400 rounds of AA common above their regular allowance.***

At 3901 he received a request from CTF 77 for a summary
of the situation as of 1OO that day.**

At 0951 he infonred CTF 77 of the amount of ammunition
his ships had expended by 2000 on the previous day and of the amount remain-
ing on board at that time.*****

At 1003 he received a dispad.ch froo, CTF 77 which may
have surprised him somewhat. In this dispatch, quoted in full wider
"Operations of CTF 77, October 22nd", CTF 77 criticized him for approving
CTG 77.2's fueling recomnendations and pointed out that only he (CTF 77)
could approve such recommendations.*IHHAN

At 1101 he handled a portion of his local logistics
problem by directing the transports and AGC's to provide the PC' s and SC' s
with water and provisions.****-*

Phllippines, October 13th - 122nd, 194.
** CTF 78 Operation Plan No. 101-4", Serial (X)O, October 3rd, 1944,

Annex B, Movement Schedule, Page 18.
C(DCOM06SRON 49 Visual Dispatch 212315 October 1944 to CTF '9.
, TF 77 Dispatch 212340 October 19"4 to CIF' s 78, 79.

.**M• CTF 79 Dispatch 220051 October 1944 to CTF 77.
"* CTF 77 Dispatch 4li.234 October [944 to CurF 79, CGf', 17.2.

•**~ CT'F 79 Dispatch 2202.,1 October 19"4 to CTU 79.11.,", in.f C'o'
79.1, 79.2.
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CTF 79
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At U126, in accordance with CTF 77's request, he
forwmrded by hand to that cmuander (who, at the time, was in the Southern
Transport Area) his 1000 summary of the situation, saying:

"Situation 1000, October 22nd, the Corps has established

an initial beachhead to a depth of approximately two miles. Yesterday's gain
was approximotely the same as that for October 2Zst (sic). The elements of
the SENENTH Division holding the Daguitan River crossing at Dao were sub-
jected to a very minor counterattack last night. Both divisions resumed the
attack this morning after preparatory naval bombardment of Catmon Hill. Our
casualties have not been heavy. Unloading proceeds satisfactorily although
interruption in unloading of NINETY-SIXTH Division occurred yesterday after-
noon as a result of Jap mortar and artillery fire from the north falling on
the beaches. Three LST's unloading on ORANGE TWO were bit with minor damage
to ships, but casualties were six killed, thirty-four wounded. First section
of unloaded transports per my 210742 plus C00ET departed last evening.
WAR HAWK and TENESS&E in collision at 1959 lhst night with minor damage to
both ships. Harassing air attacks last evening and this mornirng. Two bombs
fell near SAN CARLOS with no damage".*

THIS SUMMARY IS OF PARTICULAR INTERWST IN THAT IT
kI EHACES LARGELY THE GROUND OPERATION AND THE UNLOADING OPERATIONS AS OF THE
PREVIOUS DAY. SINCE THE PRINCIPAL PROBLEM REIMAINING WAS THE UNLOADING OF
THE TKANSPORTS, CARGO SHIP& AND LET'S, THEb SIMPLE STATEMENTS THAT "UNLOADING
PROCEEDS SATISFACTORILY" AND "FIneST SECTTON OF UNLOADED TRANSPORTS DEPARTED
LAST EVFNING" WLRE NON-COMMITTAL TO SAY THE LKAST. WHILE TMIS REPLY APPEARS
TO HAVE hEEN 5ATI.iFACTORY TO CTF 77, DOES IT NOT SESA CORRECT TO SAY THAT
MHOL SPECIFIC INFORM4ATION REGARDING THE UNLOADING SITUATION MIGHT WELL HAVE
Bl_•:N 'RGVTI.FD?

THIS POINT 16 irPhAIIZEýD TODAY (1957) IN THE SAMPLE
O! &,L•ATICN ORDER FOR AN AMP11IJ.3OIU5 ATTACK FORCE WHEREIN, .IN TriE "UNLOADING
PLAN"1, i' DIMECTS Tfih; C%ý'FfCER TN CHARGE OF THE UNLOADING TO (A) SUBMIT TO
['fB A'i VACK FORCY (.?fMANiW.ii A MESSAGE REPO)T EVERY FOUR HOURiS CL)QLNCING WITH
Thti F!IR'r EVFN 1(0.1v Aý,TrR GENERAL. UNLOADING HAS BeGUN, (H) INCLUDE IN THIS
itEiORT TRl SNT.O.,I NO STATUS OF ALL MAJOV SillPS OF THE TRANSPORT GROUPS
(j IVI N TlIfr. )'EitWNTAGE UNILOADED (I) OF PEiHS(;NNEI., (2) OF VEHICleS, AND (3)

At. 12o7 hi d~irected each of* hi.• attack group ccnanders
to) advi-.e him prior to 14(X) what 4ihip3 they expected to be ready to dej..Art
th,,,t evening.*P%

At 1317, mindful of (a) the F.; mru.(on:Y #Iii ch bu e ,ht he

4 CTF 7o Dinwthacf 2206Ctobvr 11-444 to C'TW 77.
t" The Amphbi iout 'I'a.-k 1".frcre Plan, NWIP " 1 ,le icrLem nt. of" the Navy,

Chiie'l of Navl ),rri;..ions, lb i, (haritrr IXa, Pae,.' (7, 98,
-• 01t~'; 79 VIs3.•lI - p•a:'tt 22•Y0107 r )ctober 1(444 to CTG' s 79.1, "/).



CTF 79

October 22nd

required that evening and on the following day, and (b) the ammunition
replenishment whi.h was to commence also on tho following day, he directed
CMG 77.2 to (1) assign (a) two FS deatroyers t) CTG 79.1 and two to CTG 79.2
for that night, (b) two heavy ships to each of the above group comanders for
FS duties commencing at 0700 the following morning, (2) arrange ammunition
replenishment schedule for FS ships including ships temporarily assigned to
screen, and (3) give priority to ships of TU 77.2.2.

At 1325 he received a visual dispatch front CTG 79.2
nami.. g the ships expected to be ready to sail by 1800.*

As discussed under "Operations of CTG 79.2, October 22nd",
shortly after 1425 he was vi;ited on the MOUNT OLYMPUS by CTG 79.2, who
appears to have been seeking information regarding the propriety of an crder
received from the army to land the 170th Engineers (the shore party for the
Army Reserve; i.e., 381st RCT).

It is not unlikely, at this meeting, ttat he discussed
the whols unloading situation with CrG 79.2, who had been encountering
consid3rtble difficulty with his unloading, for CTG 79.2 reawined on board
the flagship for several hours. CTF 79 later said in his action report,
in part, 'Wbile, in general, considering the loads which the transports were
carrying (average 800 tons for APA's, and 2000 tons for AKA's and AK's), the
rate of unloading was fa•rly satisfactory, there was some congestion on the
beaches, particularly those of Group BAKER (TG 79.2) due to the shortage of
labor details on the beach in the shore party organization, lack of
efficient mechanical equi3pment to assist in unloading the boats, poor
exploitatior of organization of shore parties and beach parties, and to
some extant, to poor i orrain in dispersal areas."** It is not unlikely that
he obtained much of this information at this time.

At 1442, or soon thereafter, he receivec a visual di3-
patch from CTG 79.1 naning the ships which would be ready to sail at 17O0.*"

At 1445 he approved CTU 79.11.2's recommendation, re--
ceived earlier in the day, concanring the disposition of the s,,.reen and
directed him t,) (a) move the antisuhmarine s:reen in closer to the transport
area, and (b) direct the outlying IIST's arid LC19'- to close the transport

WHILE THESE TNSTRUCTIONS APPEAR To HAVE BEKN PULRLY
PhRCAU'TIONARY AND IN LINE WITH (X)D NAVAL PtHACTICE IN THAT, BY MOVING THE
oRIu; IN CLOSER TO 'r)H; Ti'ANS51T AREA, ITS DEN3ITY 13ICAMS (ALEATT}h AND

CiCTG . 2 Visual [)Wspatcn 2A20408 OctoAber 1944 to CTF 79.
Action Ro~xrt "T' 79, Seizure of Leyte, 5erlal_ (03;c.3, November i)th,

V D I S UA 1.DH h )'ja-cto r 4 11, to C1K' 7 9.
**~ LITF '/1) Visiual Di ýpatch 220545 October 194.4 to CTlU 79,11.2 (CLiJH.1.ON

49), ý.i'o CTG' t '79J, 70.2.
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CTF 79
LI•II•IW?~ October 22d ,..

THEREFORE THE POSSIBILITY OF SURPRISE LESS, AND BY MOVING THE LST'S AND LCI'S
INSIDE THE SCREEN THEY BEiCAME SAFER THAN WHEN OPERAfTNG FREELY BEYOND THE"
SCREEN, THE FiCT THAT HE FELT IT NECESSARY TO ISSUE SUCH ORDERS INDICATES
HIS APP1ZHENSA.vN THAT SCNE RAIDING EFFORT, PRESUMABLY BY SMALL CRAFT, MIGHr
W. ATTMPTED BY THE JAPANESE.

At 145, he received a visual dispatch from CTG 77.2
as,.igning ?S missions for the night to (a) the NEWCCt4B and HEYWOOD L. EDWARDS
with CTG t9.1, and (b) the ALBERT W. GRANT and the BRYANT with CTG 79.2.*

At 1454, having received the necessary information thereon
from his attack group commanders, he now formed a task unit under CTU 79.14.2
(who was also CTG 79.4) consisting of the CAMBRIA, FREDERICK FUNSTON, SHERIDAN,
GEORGE CLYMER, STARLIGHT, RIXEY, ALCYONE, CA3A GRANDE, BELLE GROVE, plus
CATSKILL, ALMAACK, MONITOR and PRESIDENT HAYES if ready, and escorted by CCM-
DESDIV NINETY-SIX** in KIDD, CHAUNCEY, HUMPHREYS, OV7iRTON, BELKNAP and BROOKS,
and directed the unit to (a) depart the Leyte transport area at 1800, and (b)
proceed to H, .1anC'a.*U*

During this time he continued his discussioms with CTG
79.2 and by 1511 seems to have either (a) decided that the army's request that
the 170th Engineers be landed was sound, or (b) and this appears the more
likely, had coimmunicated the problem to CTF 77 and had received authority to
disembark the above engineers as requested, for at that time (1511) CTG 79.2
(from the MOUNt OLYMPUS) directed CTG 79.4 to carry out the army s wishes in
this matter. The conclusion that item (b) appears the more likely is based or
the fact that there were seven color beaches (WHITE, RED, ORANGE, BLUE,VIOLET, YELLOW, GREEN) where this army reserve might be landed and the only

commander who could properly make the final decision at this time was CTF 77,
with whom C.G. SIXTH Army was embarked.N*A*

Meanwhile, he studied the unloading situation. He knew
from his discussion with CTG 79.2 and from the progress reports of his attack
group cogananders, that there was much unloading to be done if he was to get

* C fG 77.2 Visual Dispatch 220550 October 1944 to CTF 79, info CTG's
79.1, 79.2, CTF 77, CVD&E;RON 56, BRYANT, ALBERT W. GRANT, HEYWOOD L.
EDWARDS, HARADEN.

** Commander Theodore H. Kobey, 11.3, Navy.
'** GTF 79 Dispatch 220554 October 1944 to CTG 79.4, KIDD, OHAUNCEY,

HUMPHRff-YS, info GrG's 79.1, 79.2, 79.6, ATFC and TGC's of TF 77,
C(14DESDIV 48, CNB Hollandia.

SThat the latter supposition is correct was curifirmed by dispatches
which became available just before this voltane went to press. At 1108
October 21st CTF 79 reouest-id CTF '(/ for authority to utilize the
reser-ve shore party to expedA,.e unloading the NINH-TY-JLXTH Division on
the a,,sumption that the Army Reserve wouLld be unloaded over an
ottabiti:hed beach (CTF 79 Dispatch 210208 October 1944 to CTF 77).
CTF 77 granted permission for this action on the morning of October
212d by a visual di•patch received by CTF 79 at 1-:37 (CTF '/7 Visual
DisrAtch 212330 October 194. to CTF 79).
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his ships away on the following day. He also knew from his experiences of the
preceding two nights when he had likewise r-zmained at anchor, that unloading
dur'ng the night, while not as efficient as during the day, still contributed
towari the earliest dep&rture date. In addition he appears to have felt that,
a)' things being considered, this shipping wa3 safer at anchor under smoke and
protected by a screen than it was underway. He therefore correctly decided
that he would not retire the transports that night, and at 1545, issued orders
to that effect.*

At 1554 he received a dispatch from CTF 77 wherein he
was directed to send one destroyer division to CTG 77.4 with orders to report
on wtation by October 25th or earliest practicable date thereafter.** He
immediately commenced estimating the situation tc determine whinh destroyer
,ivislon he should assign to this duty.

At 16OO tne KIDD and CHAUNCEY reported fci, uuty in
accordance with CTU 77.2.2ts voice radio message sent, at 1534.***

At 1610 he received a request from CTF 77 for the names
of ships in screen and station assignmerts for each.*N-N* He passed this 'o
CTU 79.11.2 for action.***** Meanwhile, he received from CTG 77.2 a
recommended sequence of ships to be fueled the next day.******

At 1649 he received a reply to his 220710 from the screen
command(,,- stating, in part, that th, following ships were stationyed (a)
clockwise around the transport and L,1' area commencing 3000 yards cast of
Liberanan Head with 2CP&. y,.ids betwe..i stations: b5LKNAP, MATHbuRNI, BRYANT,
THCR1M, M13NIN1U, L e, k-I~NG, '_NcikiTON, MacADONOW~, IIETWOOD L..
EDWARDS."**v'W* This was in error as the RATHBU."hE had departed the area
the previous eveninr,******* and (b) in anti--submarine patrol stations;

E4 [hMN, 15 ALE, lb LUW-,TZE, 17 CLAXTuN, I MCNAIR, 2 MErb'"Z, 3 iIm,;i.VN,
4 kCGOWAN, 5 HW1EY, , MONS3?ýN, 7 MCUEhMUI'r.******

At 1658 he received a voice radio message fr'om the
CommandiinW Officer LO.;T 472 (with LT'Is 'i., 471, 47- and W6) to the effect
that since they had boen unabIe to beach at B4LUL - OhANýTh He"tch :m ordered,
CTG 18.6 1ad d( rected t.iem to report to hin for further instructiors. -

* C t'79 'I.patch :2X' 5 October 1944 to CTG''i 79.1, 79._', info

CIf 'I' Ui..ipatch )i,51 October 1944 to 7Th'8: "hI, 79, L'IG 77.4,

Info 21 '1C1 ()A, C'•Jf iI)F[DL', C(W' THF.I', CTF N3.
rt * ' .U 77. 2. ;' V g() I ct. It i; t ' .'.10 Mi, 4/€/I ()ctoht'r 191.41, L,

, ,CiAu OVY, mrfo JIA' ").11.", CI0T ":
J'T, " 77 1''i Voi '" ) (aidjo Me ' ''' 7!.') j, ctcb.±r 1 v'111 to CI'' ýi 78, Pi.

•'•*•" •: "* ' 1'•;'t4)(:, R(atliu 4•e.a, .'.t7 3 octtxobtr 04¢ij, to (':[ "'N / 1 ,2

.C1' G 77.7 ' Vi:,ila ) .i. tch ),1 tO-L b i 1k)44 (t, ? , 77, il& ("IF 7'N .
P ý U /9•. _. 3 " • ý,.Cn c Ar ' 749 (c etber 944• to CTF 79, info (lE /7,

•* ' jT i V�r , i ,A N E . . ,
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Just prior to 1710 he completed his dis(ussion with
'TG 79.2 for at about that time that officer departed the MOUNT OLYMPUS for

the ROCKY MOUNT.*

At 1733 he received a dispatch from CTF 77 (a) advising
him that the C.G. SIXTH Army desired the Army Reserve (381st RCT) unloided
in the area of the NINETY-SIXTH Division where it was to remain in the army
reserve, and (b) requesting him to inform the C.G. TWENTY-FOURTH Corps, who
was still embarked in the BLUE RIDGE, of the above.**

At 1735 he received a visual dispatch from CTU 79.11.2
requesting authority to employ the HALLIGAN, HAiADEN, T411GS, ISHERWOOD and
CHARLES G. BADGER in the screen that night.*•*

This message was prompted by (a) CTG 77.2's orders for
night retirement, discussed under "Operations of CTG 77.2, October 22nd",
which orders, by implication, indicated that these destroyers rould not be
employed by hin!,**** and (b) CTU 79.11.2's forehanded desire to employ them
in the TF 79 screen if they were not to be employed elsewhere.

At 1756 he was informed by CTG 77,5 that (a) on the
previous day, twelve mines had been swept (presumably in Area SNEP), (b)
on this day (1) nine mines had been swept in the main charnel, which was
now considered safe, and (2) eleven unreported mines had been swent in Area
SWEKP, (c) total mines swept to date were 290, and (d) exploratory sweeps
of all old areas and a new special area would he !ontinued.*

At 1800 he observed" fU 79.-4.2 depart the transport area.

At 1922 he received a rR3 voice radio mcs3ape from CTU
79.1.1.2 reporting having moved in destroyers "rom outer stations and stating
that a new screening station assignment would be fcrwari,.;d pi*sent1.y.****

At 1852 he dinct'ed C"G 79.2 to land the ?81st ilCT on
HLUE Beach 0N* at daylight October 23rd.***-*""*

At 193- he directeu tre Goommandin., Officter IST 472 t-
nt-rt dise30arge of iLST's "24, 471, .72 aW 606 on YELLOW i8ea.h TWO.*****"
(A:n will be siown later, the Conwaanding Officer LST 472 does not seem t

hai~e received thii ressae).

Action iReport (,7G 79.2, I-ev-te GOeration, SXria] 0X32, November
4th, 1944•, Part 111, Section 2, Pa~e 13.
(iTr1 77 D i.spatch 2,205)19 October 1944 to (IF 7?.

*' L* C•C 1 .1 V. VI sual )i lpd ,:h .;.08)N Octohe- .194"4 to i' 7.
!",j Voice qadio Mesua:,-e 7 X)Rl Oct.) hert 94 .o 19Y J'LIV's

,, 1. , •WO -•14 )l) V 112, n• , I ....
l 7',!.5 Vilio4d Pispath ';(; October IP,!, to CT[' 7,'.****•* .. To• 79. 1 3 T,? 4]' 1 Voir• e ýiad~c N •t'en,ýajvt,,(, 1!'.1091' ? -tolhp; 1941, tf) (T''} 7•,

**** o ALI ir, it-port `.T'(; 79.2, Levt.e oterat. ior, >,tr -l 00)il Novemlle r /4th,
S '94ý.

~~ ~i'.' 'ip i-Itch ~'' p Owt,"ter~ ji'"44 to lii' i, J



CTF 79
October 22nd

At 2130 he received a voice radio Message from CTG 79.1
in which that commander made certain recommendations regarding the transfer of
ammunition and smoke-making materials from ships leaving the area.*

At 2136 he intercepted a voice radio message from LST 472
to CTF 78 wherein the Comanding Officer LST 472 complained that although he
had reported to CTF 79 for duty at 0645, 1600 and again at cQ'*O he had not as
yet received any instructions as to tha beach at which to unload his LST's.
In addition, he stated that the army shore party had recommended beaching at
YELLOW TWO.**

At 2137 he received CTU 79.14.2's departure report which
reported the convoy consisting of six transports (gAMBRIA, FRE.DERICK FUNSTON,
SHERIDAN, GEORGE CLYMER, STARLIGHT and RIlEY), two cargo ships (ALCYONE,
AIXAACK), two LSD's (CASA GRANDE, BELLE GROVE), and one LSV (CATSKILL),
escorted by two destroyers (KIDD, CHAUNCEY) and four APD's (BROOKS, BELKNAP,
OVERTON, HUMPHREYS) as having departed the transport area at 1800 en route
Hollandia, SOA twelve knots.**

He could see from this that the convoy was exactly as
ordered with the exception that the MONITOR and PRESIDENT HAYES from TG 79.1
had been unable to meet the schedule. However, since CTG 79.1 had forecast
that this might occur and since he himself nad only included them "if ready",
he could not feel any concern eboUt them, although naturally he should have
preferre-d to have had them depart.

At 2201 he called the attention of LST 472 to his
message, originated at 1938, regarding the discharge of LST's 24, 471, 472,
606 on YElLOW Beach TWO. (These L•ST's commenced unloading, the following
morning and will be dropped from discussion except to be included in a
subsequent departing convoy).****

At 2220 he advised C(VSERVFC*SEVENTNFLT of the arrival
date at Hollandia of the damage transport WAR HAWK which was scheduled for
a turn-around trip, and among other items, reque tbed that repairs be effected
at Hollarnlia as soon as practicable.*****

At 2225, with the departure of TU 79.14.2, he now had
remaining at the southern beaches the following units of astsault shipping
yet to be withdrawn: Seven transports (CAVALIER, PW;1SIDKNT HAYT•, CLAY,
ARTHUR MIDDLETON, BAXTER, W-11LIAM P. BIUDLE, GEORCWE F. K1LI(r=); six cargo

"* CTG 79.T Vo" Radio Metssage 221.230 October 1944 to CTF 79.
* CO I-ST 472 V ,ce Radio Me3sage 22L236 October 1944 to CIIF 78.

*-* CTU 79.14.2 D)s•patch 21.023 October 1944 to CTF 79, info CI'G'
79.2, 79. 1, all 'ITFC'W5 7"½F!.T, CNH Hollindia.

U*** CTF 79 Dispat-h 22. 301 October 1944 to I-T 472.
'**• C CF 79 Disp:attch -21320 ,ctober 1944 to G(M;(I .VFOh7'1IW}i,T, CCA7TT{FLT,

('-ii.1TAN1JDIV 18, -4: i .68, WARHAW(.



CTG 79.1
October 22nd,' . . ,

ships (THUMAN, ALSHAIN, MERCU'Y, C&ARA, AURIGA, CAPRICORNUS); one LSV
(MONITOR); one LSD (RUSIMORE); and all fifty-fi'e LST' s which had arrived
originally plus four LSTt'a which had arrived tiis day with rG 78.6. (Rein-
forcament Group ONE). Thus, a aiisable number of targets remained for enemy
surface or air attack. Nevertheless, he bad the satisfaction of knowing that
(a) considerable progress had been made in unloading, and (b) with the unload-
ing of the army reserve early the next morning, he should have the remainder
of his transport/cargo type vessels ready to depart, the following afterncon.
His assault tonnage unloaded this day was about the same as the preceding day
(25,824 s/t vs 26,749 s/t).*

At 2325 he received a message forwarded by CTF 77 in part
that the ceremony for installation of the Philippine Government was to take
place at Tacloban at noon Monday, October 23rd, and that CC4SOWNSPAC would
like him to attend if practicable.**

(a) Operations of CTG 79.1 (Attack Group ABLE), October

CTG 79.1, in the APPALACHIAN, remained at anchor off
the YELLCW and VIOLET Beaches.*** There he could observe (a) the unloading
of his remaining transports, cargo vessels and LST's, and (b) the FS being
provided by his ships.

i With reference to iten (a) he knew that, as of wid-

night, he had remaining to unload four transports (STARLIGHT, G&GE CLYKER,
PRESIDENT HATES, RIXEY (APH)), four cargo ships (TEJ•M, CHARA, ALSHAIN,

MERCURY), one LSV (MONITOR), and tweuty-fcut LST's (123, 125, 126, 205, 219,
223, 242, 451. 478, 482, 488, 565, 605, 608, 609, 6U, 612, 670, 686, 693,
733, 738, 739, 909).**** With reference to item (b) he had assigned two
destroyers (ISHkRWOa) and HARADEN) to provide night illumination and harassing
fire respectively as requested by the shore fire control parties, and had
ordered them to exchaugu missions at 0100 in order to alloy maximum
expenditure and even distribution of LAC and illuminating amwnitior..;:"

Since his responsibilities for operations ashore had
passed to the C.G. SEVENTH Infantry Division when that officer had assumed

Action Report CTF 79 (CCM3RDPa,1BFtRP, Soisure of Leyte, Serial 00323,
Nnevmber 13th, 1944, Page 11.

** CT? 77 Dispatch 22061.4 October 1•)4. to CTF 79.
*** War Diary APPALACHIAN, October 22nd, 1944.
SAction Report CTG 79.1, Participation in Amphibious Operations ror

the Capture of Leyte, Philippine 1sIar•L, Serial 00454, October 26t-,
1944; also Action Report CTG 79.3, Reor.t o?' Amphibious Ope(rations,
Leyte, October 1944, Serial 0169, November 8th, 194J,

•*, Action Report ISHEXWOOD, Serial 0133, October 26th, 19+4; also War
Diary I'RAD&N, (ctober 22nd, i944.
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CTG 79.1
October 22nd

euamand ashore at 1300 the previous day,* he was now primarily concerneid with
the expeditious unloading of army personnel, equipment and supplies.

At 0355 he rcceived a dispatch from CTF 79 requesting,
in part, information as to the discharge of shipping of the TWENTI-FOURTH
Corps•** He realized froa this message that CT? 79 was interested in dis-
charging this cargo as expeditiously as possible in order to (a) expedite
the transfer of responsibility for the ground offensive from CTF 79 to C.G.
TWENTY-FOURTH Corps, and (b) show CCKSO*ESPAC, who was to visit the southern
beaches on this day, how expeditiously TF 79 was accomplishing its objective.

At 0710 he replied to this message saying, in part,
that the unloading percentages (as of 0600) of the TWENIL-FOURTH Corps
shipping were: (a) GEORGE CLYMER, sixty-five per cent; PRESIDENT HAYES,
twenty-five per cent; MERCURY, twenty-six per cent; and (b) LST 207,
100 per cent; LST 482, ninmty-four per cent; LST 219, thirty-five per cent;
LST' s 123 and 451 had landed artillery parties only and LST' s 478, 488, zero
per cent. He further stated that "general unloading of Corps shipping is
now underway, is progressing f&vorably and will be pressed".

At 0715 he ordered all of his LCI's, PC's, SC's and
PCE's to fuel and provision from transports and LST's of his groups during
daylight this day. This he accomplished in addition to providing the same
service for the DtS/YMS's of CTG 77.5.*

Except for a few shells, apparently coming from the
beach, which fell close to PC 470, LONG and APPALACHIAN and wounding several
men, the night was otherwise uneventful.

At 1240 he received a visual dispatch from CTF 79
directing him to advise prior to 1400 ships that he expected to be ready to
depart this evening.**•*

At 1442 Le replied, also by visual dispatch, that (a)
the GKEORC9 CLYMER, RIXEY and STARLIGHT would be ready to sail at 1700, (b)
possibly the MONITOR and PRESIDENT HAYES would also be ready, and (c) he
therefore requested these latter two be ordered to sail on an "if unloaded"
basis .*-It

) -%TH U,.. Army, Report of Leyte Operation, October i7th - i)ecemberI..5th, 1944, Fage 39.
ApCTF 79 Visual Dinpatch 211855 October 194 to CTG 79.1.

CTG 79.1 Dispatch 21-2210 October 1944 to CrfF 7,.
"-•~ Action Report CTG 79.1, Part.,cipation in Amnhibioum Operations for

the Captaure of l.'yte, Philippine Islands, Serial 00454, October 6th,
i944; also CT(; 7o?.1 DispaLch 2:20532 October 1944 to CTF 79, info CTU
79.11.2; CTG 77.5 Dispatth 220705 October >)4 to CTG(s 79.1, 79.2,
info CTF 79; also War Diary LONG, (kOtober L2u,. 1944.

* CTF 71 Dispatch 22,0)'? October 1944 to CTGCn 'It. I and 79.2.
TCT 7ý, Visual Dispatch 2205A2 October :9"4 tc OrF 79.
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(YES 79,,1
C October 22nd'

At 1450 he received, as an information addressee, a
visual dispatch from CTG 77.2 stating, among other items, that he was
assigned the NEWCCMB and HEYWOOD L. EDWARDS for night FS missions .*

At 1530 he directed that his night inshore screening
plan again be executed on a line extending 1200(T) from the mouth of the
Dao River.**

At 1555 he was advised by CTF 79 that his transpors
would not retire that night and that his smoke boats should be stationed
by 1800.*K

At 1630 he received, as an information addressee, a
dispatch from CTF 79 to CTG 79.4 (a) forming TU 79.14.2 under command of
CTG 79.4 as CTU 79.14.2, and (b) directirg CTG 79.4 to dispatch the GEOWIE
CLYKER, STARLIGHT and RIXEY, plus the MONTVTOR and PRESIDENT hAYES if ready,
to CTU 79.14.2, in CAMBRIA, for return to Hollandia. He noted in this dis-
patch that the CHAUNCEY was also detached to be part of the escort.****

At 1800, in accordance with the above, the GEORGE
CLYMER, STARLIGHT and RiXEY** were detached and departed on schedule.*****

At 1920 he directed the unloading during the night to
be at a maximum rate to insure departure of all transports the following
day..**

At 2130 he recommended that CTF 79 utilize one LST
to receive ammunition and smoke-making equipment from ships leaving the area,
using this LST as an auxiliary supply.****W* He made this recommendation to
provide further means for implementing hit recommendation of the preceding
day to retain in the area material which was critical and i, ;hort supply.

At 2200 he advised CTF 79 that his unloading pei-
centagei for 2000 October 22nd were: (a) CAVALIER (100%), MONITOR (90%),
1.ERCURY (29%), PREL;IDENT HARES (1800)(90%), CHARA '1800)(61%), THUHAN (74%),
AU.S•AIN (82%); (b) LST's 34, 126, 169, 205, 207, 213, 219, 242, 461, 482,
608, 617, 686, 733, 739, 1006 (all IO%); (c) LST's 223 (95%), 609 (30%),
6o0 (45%), 612 (75%), 670 (45%), 693 (1730)(95%), 565 (1600)(A), 125 (76%),

* cTG 77.2 Dispatch 220550 October 1944 to CT? 79, info CTF 77, C T s
79.1, 79.2, CCMDE.SRON 56, BRYANT, HARADEN, CRANT, HEYWOOW L. EDWARDS.
IAction Report, CG 79.1, Pitrticipation in the Amohilbious Operations
for the Capture of Leyte, Philippint Islands, Serial 0454) October
26th, 1944.
Ibid.; also CTF 79 Visual Dispatch 2..645 (wtober 1944 to CTGO' 79.1,
7).2, info CTU 79.11.2.

fl# CTF 79 Dispatch 220554 October 194, to CTG 79.4, KIDD, CHAIUNCEY,
HLM PHRKT.

-*n % CfU 79.14.2 I)isfatch 221023 October 1944 to CTF 79, info TGIGs 79.1.,
792,. 7tc.

U*'*l IG 79.1 Uispwtch 221230 Octcber 104.4 to ITF "I"'
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9O~(35),738 (18%), 451 (IZ%)o 123 064%), 108 (35%),; and()L~~ 478

&a~d 61.1 zero). He fuiýthsr statmi that tSTL s 242, 451 and 733 were scheduled
tW z.&aAin in the area,* Based on the act.lou reports aid wwr diarive of the
&ayb*w ships, this dispatch was orpriuizI.I acmxrate and more correct than

M, 9.1VI 3own war diary and action report.

Since, for night f ire smtpymrt, h.e Wc been a&signed
the NEWCC(U a" 1iKThOOD L. EaJ)ARDS, he employed thm~ an on ftraer nights
uitth inetructiomB to intercha~e their missI~.am at 0100 the foliwuig

* ~By the end of thie day ho coul~d once again %riew his
* operat~m~s with atir-fction. Unloading had progrossed aven more smwothly

and expeditiously than it had on the preceding dJay. Althoiagh none had as yet
departed, his thirty-one LS.' 3 had. now discharged more than seventy-five pL41,
cent of their cargo, while his four~ cargo ahips (TWUBN, OHARA, ALSHAIN and
MERCURY) Plus one UISV (MONITORl) r alminit %i~ rs also about 3eventy-f ive per
cent unloaded and hls tole rulaingn tratasport (PRLSIDEMT HAYES) was niinety-

srnper cent u~1oaded.

(b) Operations of GTG '. .2 (Attack Grout) SAMiF),
0october 22rid.

CTG 79.2, In tht ROK! NOUUNT, re Xned anchored in
the LST 4.rea off OMWGIE &Bvch*** wheom he could observe Lho unloadimg which
had continued thrmighout the night.**** The ships, of Th.A1nDIV T.JE (381st WCT
SM1H Arvky Reserr, eawbrkced) now averagaed iixteen peir ýtont ýnJIo~add end the
nine remahiwIg ship-s of TRMNSDIV's E IGMUEN am' NThE& EIGR4~~T avumdged eighty-
tw') per cexut mnioade'd ioclud~iig two APA' s (UARBRUA, FP')\JI6 .(% FUUSTON) and
thrtse LaD' e (CASA CKM1D,$ R~U3M ,4E, BEEAE GROVI) whi cc~ were cosap!ietaly
unloaded..****

His uxiladinp, pr..¾!Ifts of the pveceding two) dAym
still obtained; i.a,, (a) the ikfot nsaof the ~ohor par+).v'*** 4 (b)
the failure to utJlix fvally pontcorn barges and causeauyx,'*** andi (C) the
lack of coixt~ro. ar~i utiliwatton of amphibicoas vehkicles (CUKWO& wan LVT'a.)

Despite t.he p.oor conditions of tht hmacb ami the dump
area, as wel~l an the natu.re of the terrain iinedi~tely to the north and West

Waz- iarieki MINUMCB &nd HEThY'fO L- K)WL)S, (ýctobtr 22M,) 1944; eaiuo
* Action tk~port. '2TG 79.1, Pat-ticipation in Axphibioun Operations for the

Capture o~f Leyt6, PkhilIpTpine I18114~d, Seriwl cM44., October 26th, 1944.
N*ft War Dia&ry ktx)CKY MCUMT, Ort~obar 223w, 1944.

*** Action Ret>c'rt. MT 79.4, Leyte Opermation, phi.ltppine Islands, Serial
0126, Octobear Žý3th, 1944.

Nlh*Iici.; ýilso Act/ion CTG 79.2, j..yte Ope.:-tion, SerialI (.X)_12,
Noremwrwr 4th, 1.944..



CTG 79.2

October 22nd,'

(Lxbera, Head and Catmon Hill) from which the enemy had been able to keep
tht dvap and beach area under fire almost at will,* these problems would
,sti,,l have obtained since, in the opinion of CTG 79.2, the shore party having
been formed, equipped and loaded for An entirely different type of operation
where the flow to the beach would have been much slower, would not have been
able to handle the cargo at the maximu= discharge rate of the ships.**

During the night he employed two destroyers (TWIGGS
.ui HALLIGAN) to provide night illumination as requested by the shore fire
contr•ol parties.RN*

At 0740 he observed naval gunfire from three cruisers

(NUNEAPOLIS, DENVER and COLUMBIA) being directed at Liberanan Head.****
(Actually, this naval gunfire commenced at 0725).***** This scheduled firing
had been ordered by CTF 79 at 0615 for the period 0630 - 0800 but was not
finally relayed to the ships until 0650. As a result the ships did not
actually receive the order to commence firing until 0701 because of the delay
In clearing with the shore fire control party.****** The interval between
receiving the or-der and the time the ships commenced firing was due to the
inability of the above ships to proceed to their proper stations through the
amoke screen lAid during the morning air alert.*-*-•

At 0810 he was assigned two cruisers (PORTLAND and
COLUMBIA) and three destroyers (TWIGGS, KIDD and HALLIGAN) for naval gunfire
support during the day.**N*** He employed the two cruisers but used only one
of the destroyers (TWIGGS).

At about this time he received a report from CTU
79.6.1 stating that as of 0800 his twenty-four LST's were approximately sixty-

two per cent unloaded. This included (a) five (117, 118, 486, 567, 917) which
were completely unleaded, and (b) one (1013) whinh had not yet commenced to

* Action Report CTG 79.4, Leyte Operation, Philippine Islands, Serial
0 26, October 28th, 19144; also Action Report CTG 79.2, Leyte Operation,
Serial 0032, November 4th, 1944.

S ** Action Report CTG 79.2, Leyte Operation, Serial 0032, November 4th,
19'44.
Action Ueport TWIGGS, Assault and Occupation of Leyte Island, Philip-
pine Islands, Serial 0183, November 8th, 1944; alqo War Diary
HALLIGAN, October 22nd, 1944; Action Report CTG 79.2, Leyte (peration,
Serial 0032, November 4th, 19414.
Action Report CTG 79.2, Leyte Operation, sertal 0032, November 4th,
1.94,, rart 7III, Section 2, Chronology.

** )eck Log COLUXhBIA, October 24wi, 194".
• Action Report CTG 79.2, Leyte Operation, S(erial 0032, Novembel 4th,

19,A, Part V, Section 5.
**.,--- Ac2.on Report CTG 77.2, Bom|barx'ment and ;aptPure of' Leyte I.larid,

PhLlippine Islands, October 16th - 24th, 1944, Serial O0147,
4 ove.&E-r 5th, 195.
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CTG 79. 2
CIA" INLýOctober 22ad

juDCLoad, , This report was slightly in error in tbtt item (b) shou•.d have
incideloý T' sP 99Y** and 568,*9 which commenced unloading at 0830 and 1000
respectively.

At 0845 he received a visual dispatch from CTF 79
directing him to expedite the discharge of LSTs 123 abd 451 and 216 tons of
artillery amunition on the MERCURY to VIOL)T Beaches M14 or TWO.**** This is
aw interesting dispatch in that the above three ships were attached to CTG3
79.1' s command.

At 1010 he left his flagship to make an inspection of
the beaches.***** He discovered that the congested conditions which had
existec the ;"evious day were little improved and that he must take furtner
action to exoedite the clearing of his beaches.

Accordingly, at 1140, shortly after returning to his
flagship, he ordered additional army engineers to land imaediatbly on BLUE
Beach. •***

At 1240# he received a visual dispatch frota CTF 7)
:auretirng him to advise, prior to 1400, the ships that he uxpected to be
ready to depart this evening.+0*t1**

At 1308, in reply to the above request, he advised
211' 79 tnat the CAM3JIA, F.Rk if•I'K FUNSTON, ALCYONEW, CASA GRANDE, SIERDAN
and BELLE GROVE woud be ready to sail by 1800 arid that the CATSKILL and
ALMAACK might be rea,: 4 ,.****

At 1413 CPU 79.4 received r. order from an army
sourceu Lo land the 170th Enginciers.i-t****** These u:4zineers were the shore
party for ,he J81st RCT (SIXTH Army reserve),f.-IE*E * the C0G. NINETY-SIXTH
Infant.,y Division had recognizid tno inability of hiks snore party to keep
the su-)pplA( moving off thne beaches and had requested the C.G. SIXTH Army to
release -tho above engineercs to augment his shorn party personnel.****flfl

SC'r /7..2[ M-1fgr-m 2 01 •(s•ic., Otober 1944 to CTG's 79.2, 79.4;
also Action fieport CTU 79.6.1., Az.'sault alki Occupation of Leyte
Islar.J,, Philippinr islards, Serial 0?10-4h, November 7th, 1944;
Part f I, Enclog;urn hi,
A.-tion bl-port Uit 7t. , Annault anti Occupation of Leyte Islanl,
'hi t~ n Isl~and:,•, 5 ,.rial hO*.'-44, November 7th, 1944, Part II,

Lee :urrC.
"Actlon Report 1.;1 '.t2 Serial 103-44, October 30th, 1944

ii, 7 Vl-nuaL Di> n 212345 (octt:ber 194k to CTG 79.2.
Action, iteport CT. 'p 2, Loyte Operation, Serial 0032, November 4th.

1944.
tN'VF ui 79 Vi'ual. Uýipai'h .2•0307 October 1944 to CTG's 79.1 w-ac 79.2.

S**'it* UT" 79.2 Visual Uisjntch 220406 October 191.• to CTF 79.
SAction Nepcý'Žt Ci Y9-1_ *yto, I'Iitltppitie ihal8.Iii- Operat~lon, Serial

"01 26, u,-tober• .
n Aco ,Re.ot C" G11. 79 , ,rL rat ion Ag~ai15t, Leyte uegi.aaing.

i (;)toVr .c. 2 , hier.a 00276, O)ctubor 213th, 1944.



CTG 79.2 -

October 22nd

At 1425 CTG 79.2 again left hic flagship, this time
to report to GTF 79 in the MOUNT OLYMPUS. This visit was undoubtedly
prompted by the aforementioned order to land the 170th Engineers. Although
all such assistance could be used to help clear his beaches, he likely wanted
to clarify this last order since 'here had yet been no indication an to the
beach on which the SIXTH Army Reserve was to be comitted and he felt that it
would not be correct to take away its shore party without at least receiving
confirmation from the attack force commander.*

At 1450, as mn information addressee, he received a
visual dispatch from CTG 77.2 stating, among other items, that he was assigned
the ALB! W. CRAM? and the BRYANT for night FS missions.**

At 1511, after having ascertained from CTF 79 in the
MOUNT OLYMPUS that the above instruction was correct, he ordered CTG 79.4 to
land the 391st RCT shore party.

At 1545 he was advised by CTF 79 that the transports
would not retire for the night and that his smoke boats should be stationed
by 1OO.***

At 1710 he returned to his flagship.*

A 3hort time after 1715 he received a 1WOO unloading
report from CTU 79.6.1 to the effect that at that time all LST's were un-
loaded with the exception of nine LST's (20, 564, 568, 615, 672, 916, 918,
999, 1013) which LST's averaged eighty-two per cent unloaded.**** Thus, he
knew that he had now completely unloaded fifteen LST' s and that the remainder
would most likely be unloaded within a matter of hours, and likely by the end
of the following day. Actually, this report was slightly in error in that
LST 671 was not unloaded until 1930.**•*f

At 1800 he observed thaL his transport group commandes,
(CTG 79.4, in the CAMBRIA) was underway as CTU 79.14.2 (the ccumander of a
convoy ordered to HollandAia by CTF 79).4*4*90 He was pleased to see this
convoy depart as, besides the CAMBRIA, it included the FREDER[(2 FULNSTON,
SW;RIDAN, ALCYON•, CASA GQANDE, iMI.E GROVE and CATSKILL also from his own
command.

* Action Report CTG 79.2, Leyte Operation, Serial 0032, November 4th,
1944.

SCTG 77.2 Visual Dispatuh 220550 October 1944 to GTF ?9, info CTF 77,
's 79.1, 79.2, CG(1WESRON 56, BRYANT, HAkRADF.N, ALBERT W. GRANT,

HEYWC)OD L. EDWARDS.
CTF 79 Visual Dispatch 220645 October 1944 to CTG's 79.1, '19.2, info
.TU 79..1.2.

*** CTU 79.6.1 Kailgram 220815 October 1944 to CT(G'3 '19.1, 79ý4.
***Uc Action Report LST 671, Serial 093, November let, 1941.

* Action Report CTG 79.4, Leyte, Philippine Islands, Oporatlon, '%rial
0126, October 28th, 1944.
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CTU 77.2,2
October 22nd

At 1852 he received instrucýionx from CT? 79 to land
the 381st ECT on BLUE Beach 0NE at deylight the followipg morning. He relayed
this order to CTU 79.14.1 (Ci *Wer Transport Division TEN) in whoxo ships
the Army Reserve weu embarked.*

By the end of the day be could view his operations
with considerably more satisfaction than heretofore. Mis close personal
attention to the unloading probles had finally resulted in a much improved
situation. As of midnight the unloading situation of his larger ships wax
ao follows:. (a) Two (,"ANSDIV's EIGHTEN and TWIMETY-EIGHT) of his three
tran port divisions had been completely unloaded, with the exception of the
AURIGA (AK) which #as now more than twenty-four per cent unloaded-the above
unloaded transports, with the CATSKILL (from TRANSDIT TEN), had already de-
parted; (b) his third transport division (TRANSDIV TEN), less the CATSKILL
was now unloading and would unload the SIXTH Army Reserve at daylight; and
1c) fifteen of his twenty-four LST's had been completely unloaded. Thus,
he had to unload only five trtnsports (CLAY, ARTHUR IIDD.LETON, BAXTER,
WILLIAM P. BD9DLE, GSURM F. ELLIOTT), two cargo ships (AURIGA, CAPRICORMUS)
and the nine LST's mantioned previously. The RUSHIORE, which hea been unload-
ed since the previous day, he wa:- employing as a repair facility.

(c) Operstionu of CTU 77.2.2 (Fire Support Unit SOUTH),
October 22nd.

At 0519, upon receipt of orders to proceed indepen-
dently, the units of this group proceeded to their various assigned stations
as follows: (a) BATDIV TWO to the Southern Transport Area; (b) the
XIMNEMPOLIS to Point PETER, the DENVER to Point MAN, the COLUMBIA to Point
GBORGE, the LOUISVILLE to a point 4,000 yards east of Leyte Island, the
PORTLAND to a point off Risal; and (c) the destroyers to screening stations
to await fueling.**

While proceeding to station CTU 77.2.2 noted at
0615 that the SAN CARLOS was under air attack.

Meanwhile, he also noted that the ships (KINMEAPXIS,
DENVER, COLUKBI.A) which were scheduled for PS missions that morning had nw.
arrived on station by 0630 as planned. He realized, of course, that this was
due to the reduced visibility caused by the smoke screen laid by Allied forces
during the isorning air alert.*

* Action Report CTG 79.4, Lueyte Operation, Serial 0032, November 4th,
1944.

** War Diaries of ships concerned, October 22nd, 1944; also Action Report
CCKCJDIV 4 (C1"G 77.2), Bombardment and Capture of Leyte Island,
Philippine Islands, October 16th-24th, 1944, Serial 00147, November 5th,
1944.

• Action Report CTG 77.2 (C(MCHUDIV 4), Bombardment and Capture of Leyte
Ibland, Philippine Islands, October 16th-24th, 1944, Serial 00147,
November 5th, 1944.
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Since this gunfire was in support of projected
operations by army ground troops (discussed more fully under "Osrati,)ns of
CT? 79, October 22nd"), he was concerned at the delay but realised that he
coeld do little about it. Therefore, it was with some satisfaction that at
0725 he noted that the COLUMBIA hod cemenced firing, followed by the
MINNEAPOLIS at 0737 and by the DENV at 0745. All firing was completed at
0000* at which time all ships stood by in designated areas for call fire.

Meanwhile, the LOUISVILLE, PORTLAND, NWCCNB and
LNfI' also stood bg for call fire.

Shortly after 084, as CTG 77.2, he received & visual
mmage from CTF 77 (a) disapproving CTF 79's action in approving CTO 77.2's
fueling plan, (b) stating that such recoiserdatians from CTG 77.2 could only
be approved by CTF 77, and (c) calling attention to certain dispatches which
changed th i entire fueling plan.**

He noted at 1310 that the fueling operations had been
completed and that the destroyers had returned to their various duties of
screeni•n and standing by for fire support. (The LEUTZE and iMWCGOB were the
only two destroyers not to fuel).

At about 1313, as CTG 77.2, he received a dispatch
fro CTF 77 for a battleship or cruiser to be designated daily to provide

two aircraft for air - sea rescue mission on fifteen minutes notice beginning
at 0630. Duty ship to report to CSACP each morning.**

Shortly after 1317. as OTG 77.2, he received a visual
dispatch from CTF 79 directing thai he (a) "isign two destroyers for night FS
missions to CTG 79.1 and two to GIG 79.2, (-, carry out Harbor Defense Plan
ONE with the ships remaining, (c) designate two large ships to report to each
group commander at 0700 the following morning for FS duties, and (d) arrange
amsunition replenishment schedule as necessary throughout the day, includiNg
FS ships temporarily assigned screen, with fir-,t priority being given to
ships of TU 77.2.2.****

At 1415, as CTG 77.2, he submitted his fueling and
asunitio'- -plenisksant plan by dispatch to CTF 77 wherein he recoended
that the (a) order of fueling be TE1KMSSKE, CALIFORNIA, PENNZYLVANIA, IKUTZM,
NK*CLUB, AULICK, STGOURNEY, CONY, WEST VIRGINIA, MARYLAND and MISSISSIPPI,
and (b) order of receiving ammunition be LOLI[SVITJLE, MINNKEAPOLIS aud

* Action Report CC4CRLDIV 12, Bombardment of Leyte Island, SeriaL 0180,
November 4th, 1944; also War Diary MINNMEAPOQLIS, October 22nd, 1944.

SCTY 77 Visual Dispatch 212344 Octooer 1944 to CTF 79 and CTG 77.2.
Ri* CTF 77 Dispatch 220125 October 1944 to CTG 77.2, info CTM's 78, 79,

and CTG 77.4.
ao CTF 79 Visual Dispatch 22U417 Octobe- i944 to CTG 77.2, info CTG's

79.1 and 79.2.
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PORTLAND.* It seems clear from this dispatch that the cruisers did not re-
quire fuel at this time. This was because they had refueled on October 16th.

In ccordance with instructions from CTF 79, he at
1450 assigned the NEW-COB am) HEYWOOD L. EDWARDS to CTG 79.1 and the ALBERT
W. GRANT and BRYANT to CTG 79.2 for night firing missions.**

At 1534 he released the KIDD and CHAUNCEY from their
present duties and directed then to report to CTF 79 at 1600 without
rei ief.

At 1537, as CTG 77.2, he received dispatch instruc-
tions from CTF 77 to furnish, upon the departure of the attack force command-
ers, the anti-submarine patrol required by that comnider's basic plan.*-

At 1540 he designated (1) the LOUISVILLE for air -
csea rescue duty for the present day, (2) the PORTLAAD for the following day
and (3) ht* MINNEAPOLIS for OAtober 24th.*

At 1723 he directed the cruisers and destroyers of
TU 77.2.2, less those destroyers assigned COKBATDIV THREE and FS missions, to
proceed for night retirement at 1730 with the LOUISVILLE to be in position
initially four miles east of Tay Tay Point on course 0900 (T), speed five
knots, and gave the circular disposition to be employed.*

Since during the night he operated largely as CTG
77.2, his opurations are now discussed under "Operations of CTG 77.2,
October 22nd-.

(3) Operations of CTG 77.2 (Bombardment and Fire Support
Group), October 22id.

CTh 77.2, in accordance with Harbor Defense Plan ONE,
October 22nd, was operating with TG 77.2 in the southern portion of Leyte
Gulf. At this time his comauA" consisted (a) of the LOUISVILLE, CGLUMBIA,
PORflA~ND, and MINNEAPOLIS screened by the NM1ICCI4B, LUTZE, SENNION, CLAXTON,
fHOxN and Wif.LES in one group which was operating to the eastward of Tay Tay
Point at five knots on an east - we3t line, and (b) of the TENESEE,
CALIFORNIA and PtNNSYLVANIA screened by the ROBILSO)N, ALBERT W. GRANT, BRYAWT,

* •c 77.2 Visual Dispatch 220515 October .944 to CTF 77, inlo CTF 79.
CTU 77.2.2 Visual Dispatch 220550 Octobe: 1944 uo CTF 79, info CrF
77, etc.
CTU 77.2.2 TBS Voice Radio Message 221534/1 October 1944 to KIDD,
CHAUNCEY, into CTU 79.11.2, f' 79.

*04 CANF SOWLSPAC Operation Plan ho. 13-44, Serial 00022A, September
26th, 19'4, Paragraph 3(x)(I0).

4 CTU 77.2.2 Visual Dispatch 220640 October 1944 to IX)ISVILLE,
PORTLAND, MINNEAPOLIS, info CIF's 77 and 79.

*4*0* (CTU 77.2.2 TBS Voice Radio Message 220823 October 1944 to C(MCRU-
KIV'e 4, 12, COIDESDIV 112, info CTU 79.11.2.

5311 /M A



CTG 77.2
October 22nd

HALFORD and HEYWOOD L, EDWARDS in another group which was operating to the
eaetward of Abuyog.* Operating to the northwarc of the battleships of TU
77.2.2 was TU 77.2.1, which had moved down into FS Area THREE in order to
closely support the other units of 1G 77.2 should that be necessary. In fact,
this unit got so close to the above oattleships that at 0105 the destroyers
of the two screens nearly collided.**

At 0430 he directed CC1BATDIV TWO in the TEhNNESSEE to (a)
have his battleships fuel the destroyers connencing at 0800 as follows: the
TENNESSFE fuel WELLS, HEYWOOD L. EDWARDS and ALBERT W. GRANT; the CALIFORNIA
fuel CLAXTON, THORN and ROBINSON; the PENNSYLVANIA fuel H&LFORD, BRYANT and
BENNION, and (b) conduLt the fueling with his ships at anchor in the southern
part of the transport area and inside the screen.***

At 0507, as CTU 77.2.2, he assigned ships to firing
assignments for the dajr in compliance with CTF 79's request received at 2208
the previous evening. He directed the MINNEAPOLIS to operate in the vicinity
of Point PETER, the DENVER in the vicinity of Point NAN, and the ('OLCMt'iA in
the vicinity of Point GEORGE. He further directed that (a) the -iririg of iuhe
above three cruisers was to commence at 0630 and was to continue until 08O,
and (b) the PORTlAND and LOUISVILLE were to stand by for call fire.*"*

At 0519, as CTG 77.2, he ordered the conimanding officern
of the cruisers to take charge and proceed as previously directed. This
completes his operations for the period 0000 until 0519. After this time ard
"until 1730, since he oDerated largely as CTU 77.2.2, his operation-i during

this time are discussE-d under "Operations of' CTU 772..2., October 22nd".

At 1730, having largely completed the day's operationz as
GTU 77.2.2, CTG 77.2 departed the F3 area and headed for his; nif ht covering
station as prescribed in CTF 77's Harbor Defenf'e Plan ()NE,**41 ani in 'iTU
77.2.2's 220823***-* (quoted in ,art under "(Operations of CTU 77.- -, October
22nd"). As on the previous night, he, in "he L3UI'3VILLE with the ",97TAND,
MINNEAPOLIS, DhNVFli, COLUMBIA, ROBINSCN, CLAXTON, WEIIE5, HAl r'iRD, DhNNIO)N,
'TH(M, LEUTZE, operated on an east - west line off Tay Tay Point at five
knots.*** However, he operated his battleships somewhat differently. (hn
this night he assembled BATDIV '1VO (less the TENNESSUE which was undergoing
repairs because of her collision with the WAR HAW() and bATDIV's THREE and

" War Diaries LOUISVIILE and C(t4UEtiEON 56, October 22nd, 1944.
** Deck 1.op. "GO)URNEY, October 22nd, 1944.
*** Action Report CTG 77..2 (CtGhUUJ1V 4), Bonmibardwent and Capture of leyte

Island, Philippine Islands, october 16th - 24th, 1941., '3erial 00147,
November 5th, 1944.

SCTU 77.2.2 0ispatch 220823 October 1944 to C(IChUDIV 4, C(TIhhUDIV L'"',

CcMDF*f)D!V 112, info CTU 79.11.2.
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FOUR escorted by the AULICK, rONY and SIGOURNEY in the area off Abuyog* but
aouth of Latitude 10 - 46'1E ;d directed them to lie to in this area&

At 2400 his conmand was approximately in the above area.
Up to this hour the patrol had been uneventful.

(4) Operations of CTG 77.4 (Escort Carrier Group), October
22nd.**

CTG 77.4, with a total of 287 VF and 169 VT, continued to
proilde air cover and 3upport over the objective area and his own units in
accordance with his basic air plan.**-*

At 0603, after morning flight operations, CTU 77.4.2
detached TU 77.4.14, consisting of PETROF BAY, SAGINAW BAY, EDMONDS and R.S.
BULL, to proceed and report to CTU 77.4.1 for duty. At o644 TU 77.4.14
Joined TU 77.4.1.****

k Throughout the day flying conditions were excellent in the
sea operating area. The winds were light and variable, visibility twelve
miles, with ceiling abovo .. ,....... Sunrise was at 0621.*t**** Oer the
objective area the weather was generally good. However, over Cebu there was
a frontal condition just west of Cebu harbor which restricted to a degree the
effectiveness of the afternoon ntrikes.****

At 0705 the TCAP from the CHENANGO destroyed an enemy
carrier-type attack plane in the vicinity of the northern tip of Dinagat
Island (this was the only enemy aircraft intercepted by the CAP this
day).***

Meanwhile, havirV received no instructions from CTF 77
relative to the prospective detachment of DESRON FORTY-SEVEN frcm his counvand
and feeling that it was likely that this squadron might be detached vithout
relief, which could well be calamitous, he thought it wise to advise that

* Action Report CALIFORNIA, Participxtion in Operations off Island of
Leyte, October 19th - 24th, 1944, Serial 0025, November 8th, 1944,
Enclosure (A), Part II Chronological Narrative, Qctober 22nd, 1944;
Deck Log SIGOURNNY, October 22nd and 23rd, 1944.

• * All information here, except as otherwise indicated, obtained fron
Action Repor't CTG 77.4, Leyte Operations, October 12th - 29th, 1944,
Serial 00120, November 15th, 1944.
CTG 77.4 Operation Plan Nu. 2-44, Serial 00075, October 15th, 1944,
Annex D.
Deck Log PETROF BAY) October 22nd, 1944, also Action Report CTU
77.4.1, L3yte Operations, October 12th - 29th, 19"4, Serial 00104,
November 8th, 194.

S**W** Action Report MANILA BAY, Operations in Support of Occupation of
Leyte, P.I., October 12th - 30th, 1944, Serial 0103, November 2nd,
194, Part II, Page 12.

S*~***** Aircraft Action Report No. "4-44, Air GI'oup 60, October 22nd, 1944.
*.*~*** Aircraft Action Report No. 71, VP 35, October 22nd, 194.
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commander of his thoughts in this matter, Therefore, at 0724 he informed
GTF 77 by dispatch that (a) the detachment of DESRON FORTY-SEVEN before the
completion of the present operation would unduly imperil the units of TG 77.4,
and (b)(1) without destroyers his task group had no AA protc ,tion during the
darkness due to lack of directors, (2) any reduction in numbers (of destroy-
ers) would make antisubmarine coverage impossible, and also make night
launchings and landings unduly hazardous.*

At 0725 TU 77.4.24• ccnsisting of the KADASHAN BAY,
a4MANEY BAY. R.W. SUESENS and ABERCRHCBIE, joined TU 77.4.2, having been
detached from escort duty with TG 78.6 at 1827 the previous evening.**

With the reporting for duty of the above task unit, TG
77.4 was finally assembled in full strength for the first time since the
commencement of the KING Ii operation and now consisted of eighteen escort
carriers with an approximate total of 321 VF and 191 VT aircraft (One VT
from MARCUS ISLAND had been lost during the morning air operations-).

At 12/40 he launched his afternoon strike of thirty-two
VF and twelve VT against Lahug airfield on Cebu, Opon airfield on Mactan
Island and certain shipping in Cebu harbor.***

At 1541 he received a report from the ROWELL of a visual
sighting (at 1508) of a submarine in Latitude 090 - 561N, Longitude
1260 - 37.5'E, which contact was investigated and proved to be negative.****
Actually, the ROWELL, in her action report, refers to this as a "possible
contact with friendly sub"'.***** THIS ACTION BY TEE ROWELL SEEMS CONTRARY
TO THE GENERAL PRACTICE OF THE DAY, FOR T0lE SEA AREAS IN WHICH TG 77.4 WAS
OPERATING WERE CLASSIFIED AT THIS TIME AS AIR - SURFACE ZONES WHEREIN BOTHI
AIRCRAFT AND SURFACE SHIPS COULD ATTACK ANY SU34ARINE ENCOUNTERED WITHOUT
INQUIRY AS TO ITS ENEM(Y CHARACTER AND WHERE AMERICAN SUB4ARINES WERE NOT
PERMITTED TO ENTER.e***** IN VIEW OF THIS, DOES IT NOT SEEM SURPRISING THAT
THE Ca4MANDING OFFICER ROWELL, WHO CERTAINLY SHOULD HAVE BEM FAMILIAR W.lTI
THE FACT THAT HE WAS OPERATING IN AN AIR - SURFACE ZONE, DID NOT ATTACK
THIS SUM4ARINE IMMEDIATELY, GIVING NO THOUGHT TO THE POSSIBILITY SHE WAS A
FRIENDLY SUEMARINE?

At or prior to 1554 he received CTF 77's dispatch
directing (a) CTF's 78 and 79 each to provide one destroyer division to
report to CTG 77.L on station by October 25th or as soon thereafter as

* CTG 77.4 Dispatch 212224 October 1944 to CTF 77.
Deck Log KADASHAN BAY, October 22nd, 1944.
CTG 77.4 Dispatch 230825 October .1944 to CTF 77, info CTF's 78, 79,
all TGC's TF 77; also Aircraft Action Report No. 7, C&EG-35,
October 31st, 1944.

-** Action Report CTG 77.4, Leoye Operations, October 12th - c)th, 19%4,
Serial 001120, November 15th, 19"4.

***** War Disy ROWELL, October 22•d, 1944.
* Submarine Operational Hintory, World War I1, prepared by Commainder

Submarine Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet, Vol~ume I, Page 79.
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practicable and (b) CTG 77.4 upon the reporting of these destroyers to
detach DESHROK FORTY-SEVEN for Ulithi.*

At 1559 (approximately) he received a dispatch from
CTF 77 (quoted in full under "Operations of CTF 77, October 22nd") which,
in part, (a) authorized him to reduce his CAP'3, (b)(1) recommended early
morning fighter sweeps over enewy airfields in northern Mindanao and the
western Visayas, and (2) late afternoon combined strikes with VT' s used
primarily against shipping.**

Since this !Las what he had requested in his 210122 of
the previous day,*** it can be accepted that he received this dispatch with
satisfaction and proceeded to make necessary preparations for the following
day.

His afternoon strike, which landed aboard about 1641
met no air opposition but encountered intense AA fire at Lahug, which (al
caused a loss of three VF (one from CH&NANQO and two from SANGAMON) and one
VT (from CW.NANGO), and (b) damaged five other aircraft, all of which
succeeded in returning to their carriers.

As a result of this day' s operations CTG 77.4 claimed
(a) having destroyed nine single engine fighters (on the ground) at Lahug
and Opon Airfields, and (b) having destroyed or damaged gun emplacements.
trenches, troop concentrations, buildirgs, bridges, fuel and ammunition
dumps, and having shot down one single engine carrier attack plane.****

There is no informction 4n the Japanese documents

available to this study to substantiate the above-reported claims ol
destruction and damage to enemy aircraft and facilities, However, it seems

iossible that the claims are excessive and that the planes reported
destroyed on Open Field were either dummies or were, in part, some of the
planes reported destroyed on the previous day. This opinion is based on the
fact that it hardly seems logical to assume that the Japanese, having had
ttheir aircraft. destroyed on Opon Field on the previous day, would have
parked additional planes in a line to be destroyed on the succeeding day.

After landing the dusk CAP, the three task units of TG
71.4 retired to their respective night retirement areas (Diagram D).

During the day the three carrier task units of TG 77.4
flew about 242 direct support sorties, forty-four fighter sweep and combined

S* CTF 77 Dispatch 220357 October 1944 to OTF's 78, 79, CTG 77.4, info
CINCPRA, C(K3RDFLT, CC(17TRHLT, CTF 38.

S* CTF 77 Dispatch 220603 October 1944 to CTG 77.4, info CTF's 78, 79,
CAAF 6OWESPAC, C.G. 5TH Air Force, COM3RDFLP.

• ** TCl 77.4 Dispatch 210.122 October 1944 to CTF 77.
•**• Action Roport CMG 77.4, Loyte Operation, October 12th - 29th, 1944,

Serial 00120, November 15th, 1944.
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strike sorties against Cebu and Mactan Islands, an estimated 140 target CAP
sorties and the scheduled twenty target ASP sorties.*

During the day TG 77.4 lost a total of eight VF and two
VT as follows: SANGAMON, two VF; CHENANGO, on6 VF, one VT; MANILA BA!, one
VF; MARCUS ISLAND, one VT; KAVASHAN BAY, two VF; SAVO ISLAND, one VF; and
"FANSHAW BAY, one VF. Of the above, five VF and one VT were combat losses,
the remainder operational losses. At the completion of this day' s flight
operations, he had remaining 313 VF and 190 VT,

(5) Operations of CTG 70.1 (Motor Torpedo Boat Group),
October 22nd.

At the beginning of the day CTG 70.1, in the OYSTER BAY
with forty-one out of the forty-five MTB' s of TG 70.1 in the Leyte area and
with the WATCHAPREAGUE and WILLOUGHBY, was anchored in San Pedro Bay. Of
the remaining MTB's, two (PT's 524 and 525) were covering San Junalco Strait,
and two (PT' s 129 and 492) were patrolling in area 100M. The forty-one boats
at anchor were undergoing voyage repairs so that eome of them might be avail-
able for the bcheduled patrols that night. It will be recalled that these
patrols were to consist of six XTB's in pairs in areas 100M and 101, and
covering San Juanico Strait.

At 0441 CTG 70.1, having decided that sufficient MTB's
would be available to station an additional pair in area 91, issued orders to
that effect.** Since thi; was exactly what CTF 77 had directed in his basic
orders, it is assumed that this was a gratifying development.

It seems wise at this time to point out that the move-
ments of the MTB's were guided, in part, by the following instructions:
they were (a) to move to and from their patrol. areas during daylight, (b) to
be inside their patrol waters by thirty minutes after sunset, (c) not to
leave their patrol waters until thirty minutes before stunrise, and (d)
ordinarily to clear their patrol areas shortly after daylight.***

Based on these instructions, it seems likely that at
about 0600 (sunrise was at 0629) the four MTB' s presently on patrol retired

from their operating areas and returned to their anchorage areas. Their
patrols were uneventfal.

Meanwhile, in accordance with his basic orders which

* Aircraft Action Reports Nos. !:2, VC-37, 71, 72, VC-35, 17, VF 36, 58,
59, 60, VC-21, 61, 62, 63, VC-21, 13, 1!,, 15, 16, VC-27, 36, 37, 38,

r VC-75, ii, VC-68, 58, VC-4, 107, 108, VC-3, 48, 49, 50, VC-5, October
22nd, 1944; also CTG 77.4 Operation Plan No. 2-44, Serial 00075, October
5th, 1944 and War Diaries CG4CAi•iXIs 24, 26, October 22rid, 194.

** CTG 70.1 Dispatch 211941 October 1944 to CTF' s 77, 79.
*•* CTG 70.1 Operation Plan fIo. 2-44, No Serial, October 5tn, 19"4,

Annex F, Paragraph 1.4.
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directed that, an additional boats became available, "patrols will be
acternded to include a11 practicable areas west of Leyte Gmuf",* he made
preparaticns to extend his operations farther into the Mindanao and Camo'aes
Seas. Having decided that this could best be accomplished by moving one of
the tenders into an area nearer the above areas, he decided to move the
tender WACHAPREAGU with fifteen MT13 8 of I4TRON' s SM!VN and TWELVE to
Lilowx (NW tip of Panatrn Island) and made preparations to expedite this
movement.*

By 1515 (when it was received by CTF 79) he should have
received a dispatch from CTF 77 directing him to cancel that portion of
paragraph 3, appendix 5, annex E of his Operation Plan No. 13-44 which
referred to the patrol of the southern entrance to San Juanico Strait.***

However, iL seems probable that he did not receive this
dispatch until much later for, as ehown below, his MTB' s departed at about
sunset for this very patrol.

During the late afternoon he likely observed that (a) the
Th' Bs ordered to patrol areas in the vicinity of lower Surigao Strait had

depr,'ted the 14B anchorage and were heading for their night operating areas.
These were PT'8 522 and 526 for area 91, PT' s 321 and 496 for area 10M, and
PT's 152 and 196 for area 101, and (b) at about sunset PT's 131 and 134,
which were scheduled to cover San Juanico Strait, had also daparted the MTB
anchorage.

By midnight none of these patrols had made any enemy
contacts.

* CANF SOWESPAC Operation Plan No. 13,44, Serial O0O22A, September
26th, 1944, Appendix 5 to Annex 9; also CTG 70.1 Operation "lan No.
2-44, No Serial, October 5th' 1944, Annex F, Paragraph 3.

** Action Report CTG 70.1, Surigao Straits, Night October 24th - 25th,
1944, Serial 03330, December i8t, 1944.

SCTF 77 Dispatch 220506 October 1944 to CTG 70.1.
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(b) Operations of CTF 71 (Submarines, West Australia),
October 22nd.

Just after midnight CTF 71 received (a) from CCMSEVENTHFLT,
a 1300 October 21st contact report, which was believed to be reliable, on
two YUBARI-class light cruisers between Maricaban and Cape Santiago en route
from Manila to Verde Island Passage at a SOA of twenty-five knots,* and (b)
from the ROCK, a dispatch stating that she was returning to her patrol
station and requesting a one week extension of patrol.**

It seems clear that since he had no submarines in the
Sibuyan Sea area, he took no action relative to the cruisers but instead,
awaited further reports thereon.

At 0330 he received a 0200 contact report from the DARTER to
the effect that she was chasing three unidentified large shipa, estimated
as cruisers, in Latitude 070 - 31'N, Longitude 1150 - 22'E, on course
0200(T), speed twenty-one knots.•**

SINCE HE MUST HAVE PLOTTED THE ABOVE POSITION, HE NOW KKOW
THAT THE DARTER WAS ABOUT SEVENTY MILES TO THE WESTWARD OF HER ASSIGNED
STATION IN THE WESTERN APPROACHES TO BALABAC STRAIT. WHAT HE THOUGHT OF
THIS IS NOT KNOWN. HOWEVER, FRCM THE FACT THAT HE TO(OK NO ACTION TO DIRECT
THE COMMANDING OFFICER TO RETURN TO HIS PROPER STATION, IT CAN BE ASSUMED
THAT HE APPROVED OF IT. IF THIS IS SO, AND IT SEEMS HIGHLY PROBABLE THAT IT
WAS SO, THIS LACK OF ACTION BY CTF 71 INDICATES A LOOSENESS OF COMMAND WHICH
COULD NOT FAIL TO HAVE A DELETERIOUS EFFECT ON HIS SUBMARINE COMMANDING
OFFICERS. THIS IS SO BECAUSE, IF COMMANDING OFFICERS ARE ASSIGNED ORDERS
WHICH THEY FEEL ARE NOT NECESSARILY BINDING, THE AUTHORITY OF THE SUPERIOR
CANNOT FAIL TO BE GRADUALLY UNDERMINED.

A CONDITION SIMILAR TO THIS OCCURRED IN CONNECTION WITH THE
"OPERATIONS OF CTF 73 (NAVAL AIR FORCE, SEVENTH FLEET), OCTOBER 20TH"
WHEREIN THE PLANE COMMANDERS ON SEARCH MISSIONS OFTEN DEVIATED FROM THEIR
SEARCHES TO ATTACK ENEMY AIRCRAFT AND SHIPPING. THIS WAS IN VIOLATION OF
THEIR BASIC ORDERS WHICH DIRECTED THAT PLANES ON SEARCH WERE TO AVOID ACTION
WITH ENEMY SURFACE OR AIR FORCES UNLESS IT WOULD NOT INTERFERE WITH THEIP
PRIMARY MISSION. SINCE, IN THESE AIRCRAFT DEVIATIONS, THE SQUADRON AND TASK
UNIT CC14MANDERS NOT ONLY CONDONED, BUT EVEN ENCOURAGED SUCH DEVIATIONS, AND
SINCE THIS WAS EXACTLY WHAT WAS IDONE BY CTF 71, IT SEEMS APPROPRIATE TO
REPEAT HERE THE CGMMENT MADE UNDER "OPERATIONS OF CTF 73 (NAVAL AIR FORCE,
SEVENTH FLEET), OCTOBER 20TH": '"WHAT IS IMPORTANT IS THE, FACT THAT THE
ORDERS AS PRESENTLY WRITTEN WERE BEING INTERPRETED SO BROADLY AS TO TEND TO
MAKE THEM INEFFECTIVE. IN SUCH CASE THEY SHOULD HAVE BEEN MODIFIED OR
CANCELLED. IT IS A FUNDAMENTAL MILITARY TENET THAT A LAWFUL ORDER MUST BE

* CTF 77 Dispatch 211205 October 1944 to most commands including CT"'11.
t* War Patrol Report ROCK, Report of 4TH War eatrol, Serial 016,

November llth, 1944; War Diary CTF 71, October 22nd, 1944.
*** DARTER Dispatch 211755 October 1944 to U.S. Radio Perth.
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OB(EMD. FAILURE TO DO SO CAN BE EXPECTED TO LEAD EVETUMALLY TO A HAPHAZARD
AND F•RUENT DISREGARD OP ORDERS. THIS LADS TO THE FURTHER CONCLUSION THAT
A XR.ANDE! SHOULD NOT ISSUE AN ORDER WHICH HE DOES NOT EXPECT TO BE OBEYEDP.

Since the Comanding Officer DARTER fatled to mention the
fact that the DACE was also being employed in this search, it is assumed
that CIT 71 felt that the DACE was likely on station in Palawan Passage.
This of course, was in error for &t this time the DACE was moving to the
Wostward and was inside Dangerous Ground (Diagram D).

At 0441 he advised the principal commands in the KING II
operation of the above contact report.* What he thought it portended is
not known. However, since there had been some thought of Coron Bay as a
likely fueling base, he may have thought that these cruisers were en route
that base or, since they were on 0200(T), perhaps they were headed for
Manila Bay. In any event he took no action at this time.

Meanwhile, at 0620 he received a dispatch from the RATON
giving her ETA Mios Woendi as 1000 October 25th and her SOA as fifteen
knots.*

At 0938 he received the amplifying dispatch from the DARTER
which he had been expecting. It was thoroughly disappointing for in it the
DARTER announced to the effect that she had lost contact on the three ships
at 0800 in Latitude 090 - 23'N, Longitude 1150 - 20'E, on course 332 0 (T),
speed twenty-one knots, and that the tops of one, dimly seen, was probably
a battleship.*

Meanwhile, he studied the situation. He knew that in two
days the DACE would be departing for Fremantle and that it was a question as
to how long the DARTER would be able to remain on station. A relief was
very necessary. Since he had reason to believe that he uow had three sub-
marines off western Luzon, he aecided that it would be advantageous to divert
to area D-6 the BLAC(FIN, which at 0600 that morning in Latitude 180 - 30'N,
Longitude 1180 - 001E had passed to his control, from area A-8, which she
had been ordered to patrol. He therefore at 1054 sent her a dispatch to
this effect, and at the same t.ime directed her, in going south, to keep to
the westward of Longitude 1180 - OO'E and thence to proceed via Palawan
Passage to her new area.***N

In issuing these o -•% CTF 71 was, of course, familiar with
the fact that the Comnanding Office- BLAýAFIN was senior to the Connanding
Officer DARTER and since he did not order the MLACKFIN and DARTER to form

CGTF 71 Dispatch 211941 October 1944 to CINCPAC, CTF 17, COK3RDFLT,
'74TTF1.rT, C.G.'A STH and 13TH Air Forces, all TFC's 3RD and 7TH Fleete.

** RATON Dispatch 2-1210 October 1944 to CT- 71.
*•'* DARTMR Dispatch 212359 October 1944 to CTF 71.
* CTF 71 Dispatch 220154 October 1944 to TG 71.1 (fIACKFIN).
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a wolf pack, it seems clear that he expected the BLACKFIN to operate
independently.

He did not order the BLACKFIN to take station in the southern

approaches to Palawan Passage. This indicates that he either (a) considered
that the DARTER would patrol that area, perhaps for some days until she was
forced to retire, in which case he would consider ordering the BLACKFIN to
that area, or (b) he felt that, since the BLACKFIN would not be in the area
until October 24th, the necessity for patrolling the southern approcches to
Palawan would no longer obtain. He perhaps also felt that by sending the
BILACKFIN through Palawan Passage, he would likely have at least two sub-
marines there on the 24th and 25th.

At 1107 he forwarded the substance of the DARTER' s dispatch
to all interested commanders,*

At 1125 any question he may have had as to whether or not the
DACE was engaged with the DARTER in chasing the three Japanese ships was
dispelled for at this time he received a dispatch from the DACE reporting
that she had covered all Dangerous Ground exits north and east of Tizard
Bank and Reefs and had failed to contact the DARTER's battleships.** Since
Tisard Bank and Reefs was on the western sidn of Dangerous Ground, CTF 71
could see that the DACE was now about 165 miles from the southern end of
Palawan Passage.

At 1133 he notified all of his submarines that an air sight-
ing that morning had contacted eight small to medium cargo ships escorted by
:"ive destroyers, southbound in Latitude 110 - 1ON, Longitude 1190 - OI'E.***
This dispatch was in error for this convoy had not been sihted that morning
but instead, had been sighted on the previous morning (October 21st) and had
been reported by C.G. FIFTH Air Force at 2253 that evening.**-** It is not
known whence the confusion arose, but it is clear that this contact was
twenty-four hours old.

At 1436, having received a contact report on one carrier and

four unidentified warships on course 210 0 (T), speed eighteen knots at 2400
October 21st in Latitude 210 - 47'N, Longitude 1180 - 26'E,***** he advised
his command to that effect.*FII*f

S CTF 71 Dispatch 220207 October J944 to CINCPAC, C0F 17, Ca43RDFLT,

CCM7THFLT, all TFC's 3RD and 7TH Fleets, C.G.'s 5TH and 13TH Air
Forces.,
DACE Dispatch 220203 October 1944 to CTF 71.

u* 0CTG 71.1 Dispatch 220233 October 1944 to TG 71.1.
0C.G. 5TH Air Force Dispatch 212253/1 October 1944 to CAAF SOWESPAC,

CCOM7THFLT.
••** SEADRAGON Dispatch 212140 October 1944 to C1MSUBPAG, rebroadcast by

Radio Honolulu at 0832 October 2T7hu, 1944.
CTF 71 Dispatch 220536 October 1944 to TG's 71.1, ail int3.1z-iterI 14.

current operations SOWESPAC.
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At 1512 he received a dispatch from the COD reporting that
at noon over twenty enemy planes had passed Lingayen Gulf en route south.*
He immediately advised CTF 77 of this contact.-4

At 1624 he advised--addressees unknown, but presumably those
commands interested in the operations of his submarines--that the moves of
his submarines for the following day (referring to 0000 October 23rd) were
as follows: "British TANTALUS, vicinity Lombok. Eastbound RATON, Latitude
0,20 - 30'N, Longitude 1250 - 30'E. Going south. BLACFIN, north Dangerous
Ground. COBIA, Mindoro Strait. DACE, northwest Borneo. HAMME81{EAD, near
South Natoena. BLUEGILL, north Sibutu. LAPON, west Celebes Sea. North-
bound BATFISH, off Mangkalihat".*N*

This was a fairly accurate estimate of the expected 0000
October 23rd positions of the submarines mentioned and their expected general
courses although, as shown on Diagram D, several actual positions, notably
that of the BLACKFIN, DACE, BLUEGILL and BATFISH, were somewhat behind the
estimated positions. It will be noted that CTF 71 has omitted here the
BREAM and the GUITARRO which were still far from their stations off western
Luzon. This was because, in his war diary, CTF 71 lists these two sukmarines
as having arrived in their patrol stations.I

At 1644, having succeeded in obtaining information concerning
the ch racter of the air strikes to be made against Balikpapan, he, as CTG
71.1,, notified the PADDLE that eight squadrons of B-24's and four squadrons
of P-38's would strike there on the following day.***-*

At 1730 he received a dispatch from CTF 72 reporting the
BASHAW and FLOUNDER ready for sea about October 27th.****M* These submarines,
with the BLUEGILL, BREAM and ROCK (which were at sea) and the FLASHER (which
was under overhaul at Frcmantle) comprised Submarine Division 182. He now
commenced estimating the situation to determine where to assign these
submarines.

At 1806 he received a dispatch from the DACE requesting
permission to re'uAin in area D-6 until the evening of October 24th in order
to "work" the eight transports reported earlier.**-"-*" He now studied the
situation, apparently to set whether other matturs, such as prospective
overhaul date at Fremantle, might require a return on schedule. He may even

S* COD Dispatch 220300 October 1944 to CTF 71.
CTF 71 Dispatch 220731 October 1944 to CTF 77, CGt3RDFLT, CTF 38,
CTG's 38.1, 38.2, 38.3, 38.4.

UGCTF 71 Dispatch 220724 October 1944 to unknown addressees.
War Diary CTF 71, Daily Disposition of submarines based western
Australia, October 22nd, 1944.

R*** CTG 71.1 Dispatch 220744 October 1944 to TG 71.1 (PA)DDLE).
*** CTF 72 Dispatch 220627 October 1944 to CTF 71.
WU-**m* DACE Dn)p.i-,tch 2)0730 October 1944 to CTF 71.
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have considered the advisability of returning both the DACE and the DARTER
to their assigneO stations off Balabac Strait and snuthern Paiawan Passage.
Certainly this would have been his correct decision for were not his basic
orders to his submarines to do exactly that. avd had he not so notified
CTF 77?

At 1938 he (a) directed the STURDY, which was approaching
Fremantle, to proceed unescorted into the harbor at 0700 the next morning
and (b) informed her that she might encounter U.S. submarines in the
exercise area.* While it appears to have been routine to send information
about Allied submarines departing and approaching Fremantle, it seems likely
that in this case, he may have been motivated by the dispatch from the HOE
on the preceding day inviting attention to a submarine which had submerged
off Fremantle.**

At 1943, having decided that he could permit the DACE to
"work" over the convoy for two days, as requested, he authorized the
commanding officer to do so and directed him to retire at dark on the
24th.***

F"4 THIS, 1i1 S~3aS MLXAR THAT HE WAS MORE5 INTERESTMD IN
SINKING SHIPPING THAN IN GUARDING THE APPROACHES TO BALABAC STRAIT AND
SOUTHFJRN PALAWAN PASSAGE, AND SUPPORTS THE VIEW EARLIER EXPRESSED THAT HE
PERMITTED CONSIDERABLE DEVIATIONS FRC)M THEIR ORDERS BY HIS C(MMANDING
OFFICWLS.

At 2101, having received a contact report to the effect that
nine large cargo ships, escorted by five destroyers, had been sighted by air-
craft at 1400 that afternoon in Latitude 110 - 47'N, Longitude 1160 - 20'E,
on course 2400 (T), speed twelve knots, he so advised his command.****

It seems possible that he may have been struck by the sur-
prising similariLy between this contact report and that reported as having
been made that morning also by aircraft. Perhaps, because of this, he iray
have restudied the dispatches received concerning these contacts and may
have discovered that these contacts were actually twenty-four hours and 165
miles apart. However, if he did so he appears to have done nothing alxiut it
for no correction appears to have been made.

(1) BREAM and GUITARRO.

(a) It will be recalled that Lthf- bkki, on the surface,
at midnight was just enterirng Mindoro Strait. ;he was proceeding at about
twelve knots so that at 0601 on this day when she submerged she had

* CTF 71 Dispatch 221038 October 1941, to TG 71.7, Z41171.
S•* War Diary CTF 71, October 21st, 91o4,.
A-* CTF 71 Dispatch 221043 October 1944 to TG 71.1 (UACI•)
;G T' F 71 Dispatch 221 X1 October 191,4 to Tr '1.1, Z41.
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practically completed the transit of the strait. At this point her commanding
officer discontinued temporarily his movement toward his designated patrol
area, A-3 - A-7 and instead, decided to conduct a submerged patrol in his
present position which was twelve miles south of Cape Calavite.*

IN MAKING THIS DECISION, IT IS CLEAR THAT THE C(MANDING
OFFICER WAS GUIDED BY HIS BASIC ORDerS, WHICH DIRECTED HIM TO "EXPLOIT

STRAFFIC LANES AND FOCAL POINTS EN ROUTE TO AND FRC14 AREAS". IT IS ALSO CLEAR
THAT BY THIS DECISION, THE COMMANDING OFFICER DELAYED EVEN MORE HIS EVENTUAL
ARRIVAL IN HIS DESIGNATED PATROL AREA. IN SO DOING, HIS ACTIONS WERE EXACTLY
SIMILAR TO THOSE OF THE RATON SOME FIVE DAYS EARLIER. THEREFORE, IT SEFMS
WELL AT THIS POINT TO EMPHASIZE THE FACT THAT TI&i CQM4AND1NG OFFIý; BREAii,
NO MORE THAN THE COMMANDING OFFICER RATON, REALIZED THAT HE WAS EXPECTED TO
EXPEDITE HIS ARRIVAL. IN VIEW OF THIS, IT SEMIS WISE TO QUOTE HERE WHAT WAS
WRITTEN ON THIS SUBJECT UNDER "BREAM AND RATON, 0719 - 2400 OCTOBER 17TH,
1944" IN VOLUME II. THIS IS THE QUOTE:

"IT IS VEi.Y LIKELY THAT HE DID NOT" REALIZE THAT CTF 71
HAD REPORTED THAT HE (THE WOLF PACK COMMANDER WITH BREAM AND RATON) WOULD BE
IN THE AREA A3 - A7 ON OCTOBER 15TH,** AS STATED BY CCMS0WESPAC TO CINCPOA
BY DISPATCH ON OCTOBER 11TH. WHY CTF 71 GAVE SUCH INDEFINITE ORDERS TO THE
COMMANDING OFFICER RATON IS NOT KNOWN ALTHOUGH IT IS KNOWN THAT HE GAVE
SIMILAR ORDERS TO ALL SUE4ARINES OF TG 71.1, WHICH INCLUDED THE BREAM. IT
SEEMS LIKELY THAT HE HAD BEEN AFFECTED BY THE CONCEPT THAT NO MAJOR K4iNENTS
OF THE JAPANESE FLEET WOULD BE INVOLVED IN OPPOSITION TO THE ALLIED LANDINGS
AT LEYTE,*** AND THEREFORE FELT THAT IT WAS NOT NECESSARY FOR HIS SUEMARINES
TO BE ON STATION AS PLANNED. INSTEAD, THEY 4ERM TO SINK MERCHANT SHIPPING
AND 'To OPERATE AS USUAL EN ROUTE TO STATION. IF THIS WAS HIS MOTIVATION, IT
WAS UNSOUND, SINCE IT CAUSED VACANCIES TO BE CREATED IN THE ALLIED DEFENSIVE
SUEtARINE SCREEN, INFORMATION OF WHICH HAD NOT BEEN TRANSMITTED TO THE
INTERESTED CCMMANDý.RS, NOTABLY CGMSOWESPAC, CCt4SEVENTHFLT, CINCPOA AND
CC0THIRDFLT " .

At 1942, having had a most uneventful day, the Connanaing
Officer BRFAM surfaced and continued on toward his assigned area. At 2045
he exchanged calls with the COBTA.**** During the day he steamed 201 miles
and at 2400 was bearirn 313°(T), distant forty miles from Cape Calavite.

(b) The GUITARRO, which at midnight and on the surface, wal
just west of the southern tip of Panay Island, continued on through East

* War Patrol Report BRE'AM, Report of 3RD War Patrol, Serial 021-4,
November 22nd, 1944.

** CTF 71 Djspatch 101426 October 1944 to CCM7THFLT, info various 7THFIT
conmmancis.

S** CANF 5k(YýiSPAC Operation Plan No. 13-44, Serial 00022A, September 26th,
1944, Annex M, Paragraph C(1)(d).

•tu' War PatnrjL Reourt C0(AIA, Rýeport of 2ND War Patrol, Serial ,035,
November 5th, 1')94
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Guy~o Pass,% At 0600 she submerged arul conit-Inued on toward Mindoro Strait.At 1931 nhe surfaced and at 2205, as she was leaving East Cuyo Paf-, she noted
thut shPase t he ein a floating mneftied of about twelve Mind s S at

2231 she dove to avoid them. Whence came these mines is not known for there
is no information thereon available to this study. It 1.* of interest., however,

that none of the other submarines which were transiting the area htt about this
time noted any mines.

(2) ROCK and BRGAUL.

(a) The RORGALL continued on on the surface toward the
sea area oouth of Saigon. At 0740, having arrived in the desired location,
which was scm 500 miles from her aesigned station and therefore far removed
from her lifeguard station, sh% vcmerged and commenced conducting a

periscope patrol 'primarily for merchant shipping.* At 1041 he made a sound
contact and sighted a uast on what she believed to be a patrol craft without
any convoy but since she was unable to close and remain outside the twenty
fathom curve she ceased pursuit.*

S• ~At X1•4 shie surfaced for the night and continued on

.• patrol in this area.

Her patrol, except for the above, was ,neventful.

(b) The Commanding Officer RCCK, having decided to return
to the assigned patrol line (Cape Vareliia - North Danger Jhoal), continued
toward that station throughout the day. He sunmerged during daylight and
operated on the surface during darkness. He made no cohtacts and received
no lifeguard calls.**

Whether or not ne received the "weeks vxtension on
station", which he had requested on th- --- ious day, is not known. However,
it seems likely that he did not receive a reply, sincc (a) there a,7e no
dispatches thereon available to this analysis, and (b) ;TF71's war .iiary makes
no mention of a reply but does mention receipt of the reouest. The fact tnat
the Commanding Orficer RO( contlnued on patrol seems to shcw that he had
properly interpreted CTF 71's instructions to remain on patrol for a few days
longer*** as eqivulent to a reply.

At Z" he was approaching hi-i assiFgre.d t&trol

station.

(3) MUEGILL.

The BLUEGILL, en route to Mion Woendi, continued her

* War Petrol Report BKRGAIL, Report of UST War Patrol, Seria. (J10",
Novemuer 8th, 1944.

• • War ratrol Raport qOCK, Rs4port of 4TH War Patro' , S.crial Udt, November

*4* CPTF 71 Dispatch Z3J536 October 1944 to CTG 71.1 (HflCK B(ROCK., HAH1TEX).
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transit of Mindoro Strait on the surface. At 0245, having completed her
passages, she en~tered the Sulu Sea. She remained on the surface both during
daylight and darknestt. She sighted several aircraft and a probable
friendly submarine--likely the 01RO (TF 72)--during the day, but made no

on-tacts of importance.*

(4) ANGLER.

The ANGLI, at eleven knots, continued on toward her n w
station at the northern end of Palawan Passage. She patrolled on the surface
except during the hours between 0817 and 1533 when she patrolled submerged.
At 06,), in the vicinity of the RATON' e attack of the 18th, the commanding
officer found the area littered with debris and dead Japanese soldiers and
discovered a lifeboat with twenty-six survivors. During the day, in this

* area, he sighted several boats and rafts. Finally, at 1905 he picked up from
the original lifeboat thuree English-speaking Japanese survivors, two of whom
were a;my officers. At 1927 he decided to remain in his present area which
was vinety miles southwest of Lubang Island. Later at 2200, he commenced
patrolling along the traffic route toward Manila.** About this time he
orobably received a dispatch from CTF 71 of the contact made by the SEADRAGON
(TF 17) on one carrier and four unidentified warships in Latitude 210 - 47'N,
! Longitude 1180 - 26'E, on course 2100(T), speed eighteen knots.***

(5) DACE and DARTER.

(a) The DARTER which had been directed to cover the
western approaches but was now covering the southwest approaches to Balabac
Strait, was in a poustion bearing about 2400(T), distant sixty-five miles
from her assigned station in the western approaches. At 0050 she made a
radar contact on three targets bearing 261%T), distant 26,000 yards, in
position Lititude 07( - 09'N, Longitude 115 - 02'E. The commanding officer,
who was also the wolf pack commander, immediately endeavored (a) to close,
employing full power (18.8 knots), and (b) to inform the DACE.**N-* He
employed voice radio for communication but it was not until 0140 that the
DACE finally received the first message. Meanwhile, he tracked the enemy
ships, which he estimated were cruisers and were zigzaging and found them on
base course 020 0(T), spe-d twenty-three kncts•, headed through Dangerous
Grtound. He therefore followed them but continued to lose ground.**Nu At
0215 he succeeded in notifying the DACE that the ennmy's course was 0200(T).
speed twenty knots.***** At 0255 he sent Radio Perth a contact report to the
effect that at 0200 he had contacted three unidentified large ships, which

SWar Patrol Report BLOJGIU., Report of 3RD War Patrol, Serial 039,
November 25th, 1944.
War Patrol Report ANG1k!, Report of 5TH War Patrol, Serial 09(10),
November 9th, 194.

ANN CTF 71 Dispatch 220536 October 194 to all submarines.
N- * War Patrol Report DARTEh, Report of 4TH War Patrol, Serini] Cl

November 5th, 1944.
•-* War Patrl Repot-t DACk,, Repyort of 5TPH War Patrol, Serial. 09,

November 6Uh, 1944.
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le estimated were cruisers, in Latitude 070 - 31'N, Longitude 1150 - 22'E,
on course 0200(T), speed twenty-one kncts, a,... that he was chasing they
contact.*

IT WILL HE NOTED THAT THE WOLF PACK COMMANDER, IN THE
DARTER, IXD NOT M[ENTION IN THIS DISPATCH THAT THE DACE WAS ALSO BEING MPLOYEL
IN CHASING THIS CONTACT. THIS WAS UMIM BECAUSE, THERE BEING NO CALL SIGN
WHICH DISTINGUISHED THE COMMANDING OFFICER DARTER FROM THE WOLF PACK COMbANDI!
A DISPATCH OF THIS NATURE AND COWTENT COULD WELL BE MISLEADING, AND
APPARENY WAS.

This cont&act was actually made on the Japanese CRUDIV
SIXTEEN, consisting of the AORA (CA) flagship, the KINU (CL), and the
URAIWU (DD), which had departed Brunei Bay for Manil& at 1710 on the previous
day. None of these ships appear to have known of the presence of either the
DARTER or the DACE since their action reports make no mention thereof.**

Throughout the remainder of the night the Commanding
Officer DARTE sent numerous voice radio messagen to the DACE with the view
of coaching her onto the enemy track.***

At 0550 he noted that. the targets had zigged to port
to 3350 (T) to pass to the westward of Al~c.-a Annie Shoal, Unfortunately, it
was not until ten minutes later that he rea.ized that this course of 335°(T),
Instead of being a leg of the zigzag, was a new base course. At 0600 he
notified the DACE that the enemy course wao now 335 0 (T).*-** At 0607 he lost
radar contact. At this time he sighted tke tops of one of the above ships
which he thought was probably a battleshij at a radar range of 38,000
yards.*** What he saw is not known since -iere were no Japanese battleships
in this area but it was most likely the ul r bridge structure of the AOBA.

At 0759, having fallen well astern-he believed that he
was nineteen miles astern--he abandoned the chase and reversed course to head
south through Dangerous Ground along the reverse of the targets track with
the hope that he might encounter other enemy units following the leaders.***
He likely also desired to operate in waters through which he had already
safely passed.

At 0859 he notified CTF 71 of the above chain of events
stating that (a) he had lost contact on three ships, one of which, because of
the tops dimly seen, he believed to be a battleship, (b) the speed of advance
was twenty-one knots, (c) the course was 332 0 (T), which he reported was
likely the dawn zig from hisprevious report, and (d) his 0800 position was

* " DARTER Dispatch 211755 Octobe- 1944 to U.S. Radio Perth.

A•* )Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operation, October 17th - 27th
1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

S*War Patrol Report DARTER, Report of 4TH War Patrol, Serial 020,

Novemoer 5th, 1944.
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Latitude 090 - 23'N, Longitude 1150 - 20'E.*

At 1002 he submerged and continued his patrol in
Dangerous Ground.

At 1918 he surfaced and headed for his station in the
western approaches to Balabac Strait. However, he did not head in this
direction long for at 2100, apparently after having (a) contacted the DACE,
(b) learned from her of her request to remain in the area, and (c)
established a rendezvous with her, he headed for that rendezvous.N*

It seems probable that en route to this rendezvoui he
received (a) CTF 71's dispatch reporting an air sighting that morning of a
southbound convoy of eight small to medium cargo ships, escorted by five
destroyers, in Latitude 110 - 10'N, Longitude U190 - IO'E,* (b) CTF 71's
dispatch authorizing the DACE to remain in the area until dark October
24th,***- and (c) a second contact on a convoy sighted by aircraft in
Latitude 110 - 47'N, Longitude 1160 - 20'E at 0500 this day.*****

(b) The DACE, which was patrollirg the southern end of
Palawan Passage, at 0140 received a voice radio message from the w)lf pack
commander in the DARTER relative to "three ships headed northeast"$.****-**
The commanding offi .er immediately increased speed to full speed and headed
on the estimated intercepting couirse-no enemy course and speed ýiad as yet
been received. At 0215 this omission was rectified for, at this time, the
DACE, also by voice radio, received an amplifying report from the DARTER
giving the enemy course as 02G0'(T), speed twenty knots. The Commanding
Officer DACF now knew that if the DARTER' s estimates were correct he should
contact these enemy ships at about 0600. He did not do so. At 0615 he
received additional word from the DARTER that the enemy had ctanged course
to 335 0 (T). Since this was a radical change of course of forty-five degrees
to the westward and since the enemy were reportedly making approximately two
knots faster than the DAGE, the Commanding Officer DACE likely felt that he
had lost his quarry; however, he continued on. At 0816 he received the
disappointing information from the wolf pack t..ommander that he had lost radar
contact. He now continued the search, presumably with the view that the
cr'nsers might change course to the northeast since Manila was in that
direction. At 1103, feeling that it would be unfruitful to pursue the enemy
longer, ht; irformed GTF 71 by disinatci: that he had covered all Dangerous
Ground exits iiorthi and east of Tizak'1 Bank and Reefs, and had failed to

* DARTER Dispatch 21 2359 October 1944 to CTF 71.
War Patrol Report DARdfikER, Report of 4TH War Patrol, Serial 020,
November 5th, 194..
CTG 71.1 Dispatch 220233 October 3944 to TG 71.1.

S* CTF 71 Dispatch 221043 October 1944 Io TG 71.1 (DACE).
SCTF 71 Dispatch 221201. October 1944 to TG 71.1, Z14.
#*** War Patrol Report DACE, Report of 511 War Patrol, Serial 09,

November 6th, 1944.
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contact the DA&, Z4'e battleships.* Then, at 1115, he discontinued the search

and headed for Fremantle.**

However, this did not complete his day for at 3150
he received a dispatch from CTG 71.1 of a contact made that morning by air-
craft on eight small to medium cargo ships southbound and escorted by five
destroyers in Latitude 110 - 1ON. Longitude 1190 - IUIE.*** This report
indicated that (a) this convoy was nearby, and. (b) with a little good fortune,
he might intercept it. He analyzed his fuel situation and decided that the
prospect of rich sinkings justified remaining longer in the area. Therefore,
at 1739 he cleared a dispatch request to CTF 71 for permission to remain in
the area until the evening of October 24th in order to "work" the above
contact. In the same dispatch, he reported (a) havin'! sunk on Octoben" 14th,
one large cargo ship (AK) and damaged one large troop tra-sport (AP) and one
oiler (AO), and (b) his fuel as 40,000 gallone, his torpedoes a Z-.en
forward.*M**

THIS REQUEST OF THE COMMANDING OFFICER DACE IS
INTERFUSTING IN THAT IT SHOWS HIS GENERAL ATTITUDE TOWARD SINKINGS 11IS-A-VIS
RECONNAISSANCE. HE VOLUNThERED TO REMAIN ON STATION IN ORDER TO OBTA.jN A
CHANCE TO EFFECT SCME SINKINGS OF MERCHANT SHIPPING, BUT HE DID NOT VOLUNTEER
TO REMAIN IN THE AREA FOR RECONNAtSSANCE.

While awau;,,ig ;.TF 71s reply to this dispatch, he
headed on a southeasterly course (130 0 (T))**u** to clear Dangerous Ground as
well as to achieve a favorable position in Palawan Passage toward the report-
ed conv)y. Sometime after this he received authority from CTF 71 to remain
on station until dark October 24th*W**"- and later still, he received
instructions by voice radio from the lrolf pack commander to rendezvous with
the DARTER.** About this time he received a second contact report from
CTF 71. This report referred to an aixcraft sighting of another convoy of
strikingly similar composition to the one previously reported.******* How-
ever, the lat er convoy, which was reported to be in Latitude 110 - 47'N,
Longitude 116 - 20'E, was therefore skirting the NW edge of Dangerous
Grounnd. Since he was en route to a rendezvous with his wolf pack commander,
he took no further action but awaited the results of that rendezvous.

(c) WHILE. AS POINTED OUT UNDER "DACE AND DARTER,
OCTOBER 21ST" , DEVIATIONS OF THiS NATLURE APPEAR TO HAVE SKLDOM, IF EV&R, BEEN
CRITICIZED BY IMMEDIATE SUPERIORS IN 3IMMAND AND THEREFORE APPEk.! To _1R-LA
REPREILSFITE CTF 71'S APPROVE? POLICY, THR.Y A• ?, NOT NWCESSAItLY CORREkCT, FOR

* DACE Dispatch 220203 October 1944 to CTF 71.
S* War Patrol Report DACE, Report of 5TH War Patrol, Serial 0Y9,

November 6th, 1944.
OTG 71.1 Dispatch 220233 October 19k4 to TG 71.1.

[,b[AC[ D)ispatch 220730 October 19144 to (.TF 71.
S, Deck Log DACE, October 22ndi, 1944.
S• CTF 71 Dispatch 221043 October 1944 to CTG '11.1 (DACE).
•**4*** CTF '171 Disnatch 22i201 October 1944 to TG 71.1, Z41.
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IN THIS CASE, WAS NOT THE OBJECTIVE ASSIMIED THE WULF PACK CC4KANDER IN THE
DARTfa A PROTECTIVE OBJECTIVE? FOR WHAT OTHER REASON COULD HE HAVE MMU
DIRECTZD "UNTIL FMIM ORDERS COORDINATE PA'•(RL YOUR GROUP SO THAT SOIJTHEM
APPRCPCHES PALAMAN PASSAGE AND WESTERN APPROACHKS BALABAC STRAIT ARE
EUFECTIVELY COV'RD".*

A study of Diagram D shows that during the chase of the
Jausnese cruislrs (1) the DARTER had moved about 120 miles to the northwest
of the western approaches to Balabac Strait, and the DAWE had moved about 165
miles to the northwest of the southern approaches to Palawan Passage; thus
leaving these objective areas uncovered, and (2) the Japanese FIRST Striking
Force-which was headed for Palawan Passage---and the Japanese THIRD Section-
which was headed for Balabac Strait-were both well en route.

At 2400 the DACE and DARTER had closed to about seven
miles from one another and were in a mean position of Latitude 080 - 21'N,
Longitude 1160 - 12'E, which position (Diagram D) was An the southern
entrance to Palawan Passage but on the eastern edge of Dangerous Ground.

At this same time the Japanese FIRST Striking Force was
just entering southern Palawan Passage.

Thus, the two comtands, entirely unknown to one another,

were but twenty-five miles apart.

(6) HANIK*MHAD.

This submarine, which was returning to Fremantle,
continued to clear patrol area D4 on a southwesterly course toward the pais
south of Great Natoena Island.,* Since in departing, she had not beer.
relieved directly by the GURNARD in the southwest approache3 to Brunei Bay
but instead, only in the general area D4 - D7, the southwest approaches,
which were included in CTF 71's coemnitments for this period, werG left an-
guarded. During daylight, the MHM4ERHEAD operated submerged and during
darkness she operated on the surface. She made no contacts.**

(7) TANTIVY.

This submarine, which was patrolling the southern coast
of the Celebes, continued action against schoontrs, trailing and sinking them,
a-- rent- y -- y notrn gunfire axs! torpedoes. During the evening uhe set course
for Karqgean 1sland and opened the Celebes coast to the southwest.*4* Being
outside the limits of the diagram, she will now be dropped from further
discussion until she returns, or makes a contact of importance.

rh 71, Dispatc 1109D4 Octob& T O 57I.(ARE, Arr -- 'f•TTl~l "• ch'" -0-3/ - _be _1944 to =T 71.1 UV = --; DACE,

HAMMMRI*AD).
• * War Patrol kieport 1tAMXhIRI*AD, Report of 2ND War Patrol, No Serial,

November 2nd, 1944; also Deck Log HAMMERHEAD, October 22nd, 1944.
S*t War Patrol Report TANrIVY, Report of 7TH War Patrol, C"&SUB7THFLT

Serial 00565, December 14th, 1944.
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(8) GURNARD.

The GURNARD, in the South China Sea, was in the vicinity
of St. Petrus Island Light searching on the surface for a convoy that she
had smoke-contacted on the previous day and had estimated wou.LJ be at this
hour in this vicinity. At 0537 she made radar contact on a shi-., which she
later Identified as a small trawler, but she avoided this trawler and continaed
in s&arch for the convoy. At 0706 she sighted masts and smoke of at least
fifteen ships, including escorts, to the northward and because of daylight,
promptly submerged to avoid detection. She then trailed submerged until 1241
when she surfaced with the hope of gaining a position ahead of the convoy by
2000. At 1945 she lost contact and promptly reversed course and soon regain-
ed contact. At 2154, while making an approach for an attack, the nearest
escort fired a green flare d also fired three quick gunshots in GURNARD' s
direction. This alerted tht convoy which scattered and the GURNARD retired
temporarily. By midnight she was still attempting to gain a favorable
attack position on the disorganized convoy.*

(9) BATFISH.

The BATFISH, w17.ch at midnight was off Cape Bulu i:ulu
(southwestern Celebes), was entering Makassar Strait northbound to her patrol
station north of Scarborough Shoal. She proceeded submerged during daylight
and on the surfac- d-ring dArkness and made no contacts of importance.**

(10) COD,

The COD, which was operating on the surface, continued
to patrol in the vicinity of Cape Bolinac. She made numerous contacts on
aircraft and small craft and engaged one group of small sea trucks by gun-
fire at 0918. At about noon the commanding officer, having sighted a flight
of twenty aircraft, with more in the clouds, heading south and feeling that
these planes were reinforcements to oppose Allied landings, decided that he
should make a contact report thereon. Accordingly, at 1200 he originated
(cleared at 1456) a dispatch to CTF 71 reporting that at 1200 over twenty
planes had passed Lingayen Gulf headed south.***

HIS ACTION IN SO DO1NG WAS COPJECT AND SHOWED (A) A CLEAR
UNDERSTANDING OF THE NATURE OF THE TASK ASSIGNED, AND (B) A FINER STRATEGIC
U?,DRSTANDI!W THAN DID MANY OF HIS COILEAGUES OF THE DMPORTANCE OF SENDING
I1•TLLGCNCE CONCKRNING THE MOVEMENTS OF ENEMY FORCES TO HIS COMMANDER. WHEN
IT IS RZCALLED THAT THE INTELLIGENCE ESPECIALLY REQUESTED RELATED PRIMARILY
TO THE MOV24ENTS OF "ENY COMBATANT SHIPS OR UNITS", THE ACTION OF THE
CCMOMANDING OFFICER COD BECOMES PARTICULARLY NOThWORTHY.

i * War Patrol Report GURNARD, Report of 7TH War Patrol, Serial 030,
November 17th, 1944.

** War Patrol Report BATFISH, Report of 5TH War Patrol, Serial 07,

& December let, 1944.
*CCOD Dispatch 220300 October 1944 to CTF 71.
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These aircraft appear to have been a portion of the SIMTH
Base Air Force, which cat this day was moving frma Formosa to Luton. This
movement is discussed under "Operations of Ccoaxhder SIXTH Base Air Force,
October 22nd, 1944".

Although the Comnding Officer COD attempted to remain
on the surface dialng daylight hours, he was forced on occasions, to submerge
due to thy. ourwaual amount of aircraft activity in the area. Although rt

mentioned in his action report for this day, it seem highly prohable, since
he was generally on the surface, that he received the dispatch from CTF 71 of
the contact made by the SEADRAGON (TF 17) on one carrier and four unidentified
warships in Latitude 210 - 471N, Longitude 1180 - 2619, on courre 210 0(T),
speed eighteen knots.* At 1824 he surfaced for the night and cmeAced a
sweep toward the western edge of ide area--A4.** fty he made this sweep is
not ewplained but it ueems likely that he had hopes that the contact above
referred to might decide to head on a more southerly course in which case he
might make contact.

At 2400 the COD was bearing 3120(T), distant ninety miles
from Cape Bolinao.

(11) LAPO4.

The LAPON, en route to Fremantle, continued on toward
Sibutu Passa,,', which passage she transited shortly after the beginning of
this day. At 0015 sh exchanged calls with the CERO (TF 72). During the
day she pass6d through the Celebes Sea and by the end of the day had entered
Makassar Sti, .t. She reom .aeod on the surface during 'taylight as well as
darkness ary, 1,ede no con• .is of importance.*** At 2400 she was bearing
2140(T), dist.,nt ninety ,iies fiym North Watcher Island.

(12) 0011A.

The COBIA, which had come under the operational control
of CTF 71 at 1800 on the previous day, waa proceeding s outh en route to
Fremantle via Mindoro Strait, Sibutu Passage, Makassar and Lombok Straits,
in accordance with dispatch oriers.**** During the morninxg she sighted life-
boats and Japanese survivors and at 1139 she picked up two men in army
uniforms, who stated that their ship, the ARABIA MARU, had been torpedoed by a
submarine. This sinking had been effected by the BLUJFLILL on October 18th.

* CTF 71 Dispatch 220536 October 1944 to all sumarilnes.
** War Patrol Report COD, Report of 5TH W&r Patrol, Serial 06,

November 20th, i944.
*** Deck Log LAPON, Octobei- 22nd, 1944.

CT? 71 Dispatch 210618 October 19" to COBIA and all submarines
of IF 71.
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During the day the COBIA sighted nmeurosa aircraft and small craft which forced
her to submerge tomporarily.* Final.y, at 1708, she was attacked by a plane
which dropped four bombs, all of which missed. At 20 45 she exchanged calls
with the EKM( and at 2210 she comunced transit of Mindoro Strait.** She
proceeded on the surface duri:ng daylight as well as darkness except when
forced to sutmerge aa santionmd above.

(13) RATON.

The RATON, in the southern Sulu Sea, continued toward
Rios Woeudi for reloading and was appreaching Sibutu Passage. She commenced
transit of this passage at 0120 and completed transit at 0248.•** She
continued on the surface during daylight and dLrkness and made no contacts.
This submarine, no longer participating in KING II operation and now pro-
ceeding south of the NEI Barrier, will be dropped from discussion, but
continued on the diagrams for reference.

(14) PADDLE (Lifeguard Submarine).

The PADDLE, in Makassar Strait, had no lifeguard assign-
ment for this day and therefore at 0547 she submerged to patrol the coast

southwest of Cape Nangkalihat,**** Why she did not patrol across the strait
from Cape Mangkallhat to North Watcher Island as ordered is not explained i***
During the latter part of the day she observed one small trol boat which
remained in her vicinity until 2100, when she (the PADDLE zeversed course to
clear area. At 2045 she surfaced and comienced surface patrol to southwest-
ward down Makassar Strait, intending to arrive on lifeguard station at
dawn.** About this time she received an amplifying dispatch from CTF 71
confirming a strike for t ie next day and the number and type of planes
involved. *****

(15) Submarines retiring from the area.

Submarines retiring from tihe area, in addition to those
discussed above, were: SPITEFUL, TKAM4CHUS, STURDY, ZWAARDVISCH. These
submarines, since they were beyond tha NEK. barrier, are, for the purpose of
this analysis, considered as no longer participating in the KING II
operations and therefore are not discussed.

The HOE, BAYA and SEA ROVE arrived at Fremantle on
this day as per shedoule.

* Deck Log COBIA, October 22nd, 19"4.
*0 War Patrol Report COBIA, Report of 2ND)War Patrol, Serial 035,

November 5th, 194.
S* War Patrol Report RATON, Report of 6TH War Patrol, No Serial,

December 1st, 1944.
S* War Patrol Report PADDLE, Report of 6rH War Patrol, Serial 018,

November ist, 1944.
S10 CT? 71 Dispatch 2O1O24 October 1944 to CTG 71.1 (PADDLE).
*U-* CTG 71.1 Dispatch 22074" October 1944 to all U.S. submarines of

TY 71.
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October 22nd

(2) Operations of CAM S•MSPAC, October 22nd.

CAA S(OMSPAC remained with CQG(S0MKPAC aboerd the WA5HVILLE wit•iie
the operation of his aircraft in support of KING I1 continued to be controlled
frow Hollandia.

At 1038 he want ashore at. Dulag with CGISWSSPAC who wished to inspect
conditions on the beach and to see how the ground offensive was progressing.*
During this visit he Inspected Dulag airdrome which had only been captured
the preceding day. He thought thtt the airdrome didn't look too promisiM.
"It was big enough but not high enough above sea level when the raixy season
cam and that period was due in another couple of weeks."** He felt that a
layer of gravel or rock was required over the existing surface.

As a result of this inspection, he stated that he "didn' t like the
loCks of the present airdrome situation on Leyte." Actually, the big problem
was the fact that the Tacloban and Dulag airfields already captured, as weil
as those at San Pablo and Burauen which he hoped to presently capture,
would, if the Filipinos could be believed, be quite mAddy when the rains

came .**

At 1355 he rf.turned aboard t"e IASVTLLE with COCNOESPAC.*

On this date his headquarters at Hollandia issued an Intelligence
summary wherein, under the heading "Situation Review", referring to the
THIRDFLT dsvastating air attacks on the Manoel Shoto, Formosa aad Luson areas,
it stated, "It must be recorded again that, in spite of extren provocation,
the Japuanse fleet did not appear during these semorable eight days. With
helpless though not indifferent eyes it saw the enactaent of another phase
in the smashing of the Japanese merchant marine". In this sa ry, under
the heading "Late InforwAtion", his headquarters stated that the above
si-ration review had been completed some days before publicati ,i and that
since that time "excellent• progress has been made by the Allied forces on

Leyte. Air opposition has been Alight".*

SWar Diary NASHVILLE, October 22nd, 1944.
George C. Kenitey, General Kenney Reports" (New York, 1949), Pagc

451-452.
"NO Intelligence Summary No. 246, Headquarters AAF SOWNSPAC, October 22nd,

1944.
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C.G. FIFTH AIR FORCE
CQWLP .-.... October 22•d'

(a) Operations of C.G. FIFTH Air Force, October 22nd.

C.G. FIFTH Air Fore, having assigned among other tasks the
following to be accompliahed by his subordinate cmamnderb in support of the
Leyte. operation on this day, awaited the results:*

(1) C.G. FIFTH Bomber Comanid:

(a) To strike Cagayan town using three sqadrons 8-2.4s;

(b) To ferret Philippine area night October 21st/22id
using one B-24;

(c) To strike Matina Airdrome (Davao complex) night October
21st and 22nd using one B-24.

(d) To strike Pagamikan (Davao area) warehouses night October
21st and 22ad using one B-24.

(2) Commanding Officer 310th Bombardment Wiug:

(a) To conduct fighter sweep Jolo Island - Zamboanga using
one squadron of P-.3's;

(b) To strike shipping in the Tawi Tawi - Sulu Archipelago
using two squadrons of B-25'1.

(3) Comusnsiing Officer 91st Photo Reconnaissance Wing:

(a) To photo reconnoiter Davao area using two F-5's;

(b) To photo reconnoiter Puerto Princes& using two F-5' s.

(4) CTG 73.4 (Coomander Fleet Air Wing S TEEN):

(a) To carry out Search Plan FOX using teon PB4T's.

At 0713 he advised all interested in current SOMSPAC operations
of the degree of coverage and negative results of the PB54 searches in sectors
SIX and SEVO (from Owi) October 21st. Sector SIX had been flown only to a
distance of 600 miles due to engine failure whereas sector SEVEN had been
flown the full distance (950 idles) and both had an average of ninety per
cent visual coverage to the distance flown.**

H• 5T•i Air Force Fragmentary Field Order No. 296, October 22nd,
1944.

SC.G. 5TH Air Force Dispatch 22713/I October 1944 to all interested
in current SOWESPAC operations.
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At 1214 he advised all com~arej directly concerned with the Leyto
operation of his plane to strike on October 23rd (a) Coron B'y with four
snoopers (B-24' equipped with low altitudb bombing raarv)* between O00 and
0200, and (b) Cotabato (southwest coast Kindanao) with two groups of heavies
between 1115 and 1200.**

The Coron Bay strike was in accordance with his 2L2104*** and was
designed to (a) keep Coron Bay under r.lose dailý -bservation for enamy fleet
elements, and (b) conduct attacks on harbor facilities in that area as re-
quested by CUCMI THFLT.

During the day 1e learned that his prescribed tasks-employing
forty-five planes-had been accomplished about as follows:

(1) Twelve B-24' s had bombed Cagayan Town destroying five
buildings, starting fires and causing explosions. There was no enemy
interception or antiaircraft fire.

(2) One 1B-24 had bombed Matina Airdroe with the bombs landing
2000 feet west of the strip.

(3) One XB-24 had bombed Pagamikan, damaging four warehouses and
start-rig fires.

(4) Four P-38's and one navy PBY had destroyed one SC on the
Mindanao River.

(5) Eighteen B-25's escorted by eight P-38's had damaged a
7000-ton freighter off Jolo, had damaged an SC, four luggers, one FTC, and
had bombed the docks in Zamboanga Harbor, against ineffective AA fire.I'

While Japanese information on the above strikes is meAger, the
indications are that they were of nuisance value only. The claims of

* Air University, Maxwell AFB, Alabama, First Endorsement, May 15th,
1956, on Naval War College letter request for definition of word
'snooper", Serial 904-56, April 26th, 1956.
C.G. 5TH Air Force Dispatch 221214/I October 1944 to COKSiOMPAC,
C(N30DFLT, C(THTHLT, etc.

SC.G. 5TH Air Force Dispatch 212104/I October 1944 to "7TTLT, info
CcIWC PAC, CAAF SoW•PAC and 0(M3RDFLT; also (CX7THFLT Dispetrh
210526 October 1944 to CAAF SVESPAC, C.G. 5TH Air Force, info
CC(M0 M PAC, CXU3HFLT.

t C.cMTHFLT Dispatch 210526 October 1944 to CAkAF S0EPAC, C.G. 5TH
Air Force, info COM3OWSPAC, CC34DfLT.

* 5TH Air Force Weekly Intelligence Rev-ew, No. 48, October 22nd -

28th, 1944.
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sinking one 7000-ton freighter and a number of small craft are not
supported at all.*

Meanwhile, during the forenoon C.G. FIFTH Air Force had been
conducting a special search of the west Celebes Sea to endeavor to amplify
the contact of the previous forenoon on one BB three CL' s, three DD' s and
six unidentified ships (Plate XVI, Contact 6j. When this led to negative
results, he at 1433 notified all commands concerned to this effect and stated
further that the original sighting had been made from a distance of fifteenmiles,** thereby implying that the original report was doubtful.

At 2152 he summarized the contact reports which he had most
recently received from his aircraft and dispatched this summary to all
cmasnads concerned with the current operations.***

Since this dispatch for the large part listed only merchant
shipping of very maall types, some of which were in convoys, it is omitted
here. However, it did include the contact report on nine large merchant
ships escorted by five destroyers reported by the Search Plan FOX plane in
Sector TWO and coamented on in full under "Operations of CTF 73, October
22nd".

It is not clear whence came the above contact reports since the
war diaries of the squadrons concerned do not list contact reports unless a
successful attack follows. Ho-waver, it seems probable that the reports were
made by the planes of Search Plan FOX.

At 2251 he notified all concerned with present operations that
his PB4Y searches from Owi-sectors SIX and SEVEN of Search Plan FOX-had
been completed to 950 and 925 miles respectively, with an average coverage
of ninety per cent and negative results.**** Unfortunately, he sent
additional information but in the dispatch available to this analysis the
first ten words are lost so what this informatlon was iL not known.

* The Imperial Japanese Navy in World War II, prepared by Military

History Section, Spcial Staff, GHQ, FEC, February 1952.
* C.G. 5TH Air Force Dispatch 221433/i October 1944 to all concerned

with current operations SO SPAC.
U * C.G. 5TH Air Force Dispatch 222152/1 October 1944 to all interested

½n current S(INBSPAC operations.
S **** C.G. 5TH Air Force Disjptch 222251/I October 1944 to CAAF S(*WFSPAC,

iQLVMPAC, COICTfFLT, all concerned with current operations.
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(b) Operations of CTF 73 (Naval Air Force), October 22nd.

CTF 73 continued toward Morotai while his Morotai-based
squadrons continued to function under the operational control of the
Comsanding Officer 310th Bombardment Wing, who under C.G. FIFTH Air Force,
was responsible for air operations originating from Morotai.

Meanwhile, as on the previous two days, CTG 73.4 (Search and
Support Group) continued to execute his part of Search Plan FOX with his
three Morotai-based squadrons (VPB's Ol, 115, 146). This search was un-
eventful except for the plane in sector TWO which sighted at 0500 and report-
ed a convoy of nine large merchant ships escorted by five destroyers in
Latitude 110 - 47'N, Longitude 1160 - 201E, on course 2400 (T), speed twelve
knots.* The time of this sighting is confused because the plane cownander
did not, as prescribed in his communications instructions,** suffix a zone
designation letter to the above time of sighting. However, sinc3 there. is
no evidence available to support a time of other than afternoon for an air-
plane of Search Plan FOX to have been in this position it seems clear,
despite the fact that Cq(SEVENTRhLT Headquarters later label4d it O5O0/I,9**
that this time was more likely 0500/Z. Therefore, the sighting would have
had to be made at 1400 rather than at 0500.

Certain of the planes of VPB 101, while on search in Search
Plan FOX, claimed attacking an SD and a tug off the northern tip of Borneo,
strafizg four SC' s off the NW Celebes, destroying one twin engine transport
plane thirty miles west of Puerto Princesa and one carrier-type attack plane
on La Carlota airstrip (Los Negros Island) and sinking one SC off Maestro de
Camp Island (east of Mindoro).***

This deviation from their primary mission was similar to the
deviations made by other PB4Y planes on other days operating from Morotai
which is discussed rally under "Operations of CTF 73, October 20th".

At 2145 he directed CTG 73.4 (Commander Fleet Air Wing
SEYENTEEN), among other items, to order five planes from VPB '3 and fivl
from VPB 34 and fifteen crews to proceed to Leyte Gulf at first light
October 23rd in accordance with previous instructions.*

At 2205 he may have Intercepted CTG 73.7's dispatch to CTF 77

* Aircraft in Sector TWO Dispatch 220610 October 194.4 to 5TH4j"COt.
** COMAIR7THFLT Operations Plan No. 8-44, Serial 000166, October 15th,

1944., Annex A (Communication Plan), Page 1.
* CCM7THFLT Dispatch 220955 October 1944 to CTF's 71 and 73.

** War Diary VPB 101, October 22nd, 1944.
* CTF 73 Dispatch 221245 October 1944 to CC1FAIIiqNG 17 (Admin), info

VPB' s 33, 34, C.G. 5TH Air Force, CAAF 60SWiPAC, C'TF,' 77, 78,
CTG 73.7, SAN CARLOS.
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quoted in full under "Operations of CTG 73.7, October 22nrd" wherein he
answered, in part, that he expected to commence SEACAT operations about
October 25th with the planes arriving about October 23rd.*

Since CTF 73's basic plan called for these planes to be sent
forward when directed by CTF 77,** it seems likely that he received
instructions relative thereto from CTF 77 particularly in view of the fact
that on the previous day CTF 77 had requested the Commanding Officer 308th
Bombardment Wing (then on board the BLUE RIDGE) to call the navy search
Catalinas (PBY's) forward to arrive on D+3 day or as soon thereafter as
practicable.**,

During the night of October 2_Ist/22nd, the PBY' s cf VPB-29
under the operational control of CTG 73.2 searched sectors ONE, TWO and THREE
of Search Plan FOX. The plans in secto- ONE turned back at 2130 (October
2-1st) when 400 miles out after failure of the port engine, and was escorted
back to base by the plane in sector TWO having also completed but 400 miles of
the assigned 700 miles search. The plane in sector THREE flew 600 miles.
No contacts were made by the three aircraft. The estimated coverage in
sectors ONE, TWO and THREE was twenty-five, fifty and seventy per cent
respectively.****

(1) Operations of CTG 73.7 (Advanced Group) October 22nd.

During the night and early forenoon the SAN CARLOS, which
was the flagship of TG 73.7 operating under (;TG 77.2, continued on patrol
between Abuyog and the Cadacan River.**** The HALF MOON which had reported
for duty to CTG 73.7,****** on the previous day, was anchored presumably in
San Pedro Bay.mmmm-m*

At 0614 the SAN CARLOS was ineffectively bombed by a
japanese plane which escaped.***

At 0733 the Commanding Officer HALF MOON in accordance
with orders from CTG 73.7 proceeded down the eastern coast of Leyte Is.A nd to
(a) check the accuracy of charts and (b) locate suitable seaplane
moorings .******-*

* CTG 73.7 Dispatch 220921 October 19%4 to CTF 77.
SCCKAIR7THFLT Operations Plan No. 8-44, Serial O00JI66, October 15th,

1944.
S CTF 77 Dispatch 210922 October 1944 to BLUE RIDGE; also CTF 78
Dispatch 211251 October 1944 to unknown iddressee.
CTU 73.2.2 Dispatch 220100 October 1944 to CTF 77, info CC147THFLT,
C.G. 5TH Air Force, 31(MH BCIWING, CTU 73.2.1.

AMMON War Diary SAN CARLOS, October 22nd, 1944.
M N Commander Jack C. Renard, U.S. Navy.
0NU-04* War biary HALF MOON, October 22nd, 1944.
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At 1256 he anchored in Hinmutan an Bay whi,.h was to be
his anchorage for some time.*

Meanwhile at 1100 CTG 73.7 was detached from CTG 77.2 at
which time he ccamenced operating independently. In the SAN CARLOS, he
proceeded down the east coast of Leyte Island and at 1500 also anchored in
Hinunangan Bay.**

He now had the nucleus of his command anchored in a
suitable anchorage and there made preparationa to tend the patrol planes of
VPB' a 33 and 34 which were expected to arrive on the following day.

At 1821 he advised CTF 77 that (a) with the SAN CARLOS

and HALF MOON he was now basing in Hinunangan Bay (b) he expected to start
day and night SEACAT patrol operations about October 25th with planes
arriving October 23rd (c) air operations routine patrols would normally fly
track between base and Suluan Island during the period dawn plus or minus
two hours and (d) his SEACATS would identify themselves to all ships on the
flight track within the Leyte Gulf area.*I*

At 2,300 (when it was received by CTF 79) he received, as
an information addressee, a dispatch from CTF 73 directing CMr 73.4 among
other things 'to order five planes from VPB 33 and five from VPB 34 with
fifteen crews to proceed to Leyte Gulf at first light October 23rd.****

SWar Dip, y HALF MOON, October 22nd, 1944.
• e War Diary 3AN CARLOS, October 22nd, 1194.
*•* C''TG '13.7 Dispatch 22,92•1 Oto;tber 1944 to CTF 77.

** CT? 73 Dispatch 221245 (ctober 1944 to C(XFAIRWING 17 (Admin), info
VPMis 33, 34, C.3. 5TH Air Force, CAAF S(UF PAC, CIT's 77, 78,
CTG 73.7, SAN CARLOS.
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CINCPAC - CINCPOAS~ October 22nd •

(B) Operations of CIMCPAC - CINCPOA, October 22nd.

During the early morning CINCPAC continued to study COKTKIRDFLT' s two
dispatches to COiS(EPAC--which dispatches he had received on the previous
day as an information addressee-wherein C()THIRDFLT had requested (a) an
estimate of the c"rliest date for a safe passage thrmugh Surigao and Mindoro
Straits to the South China Sea for major combatant ships and well escorted
oilers since that area might suddenly become critical,* and (b) early advice
as to when the SOWESPAC transports and other vulnerable overseas movements
would be removed to safe positions as he felt restricted by his covering
responsibilities and wished to (1) rearm and (2) be free to take more
offensive action.** He appears to have felt that (a) CCMTHIEDFLT's queries
were based largely on the instructions which he (CINCPAC) had given him to
the effect that "in case opportunity for destruction of major portions of
the enmy fleet offer or can be created such destruction becomes the
primary task",*** and (b) that commander was anticipating a possible movement
through the central Philippines into the South China Sea for that purpose.

He was clearly alarmed at the implications of these dispatches for in
his mind they plainly indicated that CCMTHIRDFLT was contemplating a Movement
to the westward through the central Philippines An order to destroy a major
portion of thn Japanese fleet should that portion be located there. In fact,
he had already received contact reports on limited Japanese forces moving
north and south in the eastern South China Sea. Therefore (a) not knowing
what CC0SOCESPAC' s attitude toward this plan might be but suspecting that it
might be highly critical, at least as regards the covering function, and (b)
desiring to prevent the TF 38 carriers from moving into the central
Philippines without his permission, he at 0352, referring to both of CCM-
THIHDFLT's dispatches mentioned above, issued a restraining orde r to CO-
THIRDFLT (quoted in full under "Operations of CCMTHIRDFLT, October 22nd' )
wherein he emphasized that the limitations imposed by the necessity of
covering SOWESPAC forc3s had to be accepted and further, that CCGTHMRDFLT
was forbidden to move major elements of the THIRDFLT into Japanese central
Philippine waters without orders from him.I*0

His action in so doing was sound for the Allies had landed only two
days earlier and insufficient time had elapsed to determine what the
Japanese counteraction, if any, was going to be.

By 0540, he had received a request from CCUINCH for early amplification

• COM3EDFT Dispatch 210454. October 1944• to COMSONESPAC, info CINCPAC,
; ~COMICH, CTF's _M, 77, etc.
• • CGK3RDFLT Dispatch 210645 October 19" to CO1430WESPAC, info CINCPAC,
SCC•NINCH, CTF's 38, 77, etc.

SCTICPKA Operation Plan No. 8-44, Serial 000851, September 27th,

1944.
•** CINGPAC Dispatch 211852 October 19" to CON31DFLT, 1iao GCKINCH,

C(M.0WSPAC.
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CINCPAC - CIHCPOA
C October 22nd

of CONTHIRDFLT' s 210454 above.* Since he had already taken action to
restrain C(TIRDFLT, he seems to have decided not to reply at present.

Meanwhile, he evaluated his intelligence and estimated that the Main

Force, or its supply force, had probably sortied the Inland Sea within the
past day or so.

Later in the morning he advised his command that there was reason to
believe that a Japanese plane had contacted a Japanese surface force at 0637
in either Latitude 100 - 32'N or 250 - 32'N, Longitude 1330 - 281R.

Whether or not he made any attempt (a) to identify the above contact
with the sortie of the Main Force, or (b) to investigate the contact by air
from the Marianas, is not known, but the lack of e Idence thereon would
indicate that he did not do so, at least in his addice to his command.

Why this was so is not known but there are continuing signs-notably
the fact that he permitted the submarines to depart Bungo Sdado-that there
was a belief at CINCPAC - CINCPOA headquarters, as well as in SCMPAC, that
the Japanese wer6 not planning to engage in a major fleet battle at this time.
Through what strait then, did he estimate the Main Force or its supply force
had sortied? While there is no answer available, there seems reason to
believe that Shimonoseki Suido was considered likely since this would place
the Main Force in the East China Sea And beyond range of Allied aircraft.
Therefore, it seems possible that he evaluated the contact as something other
than the Main Force.

During the early afternoon he received CCMTHIRDFI.T's 220344 (quoted in
full under "Operations of C(MTHIRDFLT, October 22id") wherein that coimnder,
replying to CKNINCIH' s 211535, referred to above, stated, aKong other Itexr,
that his query regarding a safe route to the South China Sea via Surigao
Strait and Mindoro Strait for well-escorted fleet oilers and major combatant
ships was purely exploratory, having in mind the reported widespread move-
ments of Japanese fleet units and his basic instructions about destroying
enemy surface forces.**

Sometime before 1629, when it was received by CCMfHIRDFLT, he received,
as an information addressee, CC(KSOWESPAC' s 212240 (quoted in full under
"Operations of COKSCWESPAC, October 21st") wherein that commander replied to
C(CKT1IRDFLT's 210645**-* stating, among other things, that he considered
CORTHIRDFLT's mission to cover the KING II operation was essential and
paramount. '

* CCIINCH and ONG Dispatch 211535 October 1944 to CINCPAC, info COM-
3RDFLT.

•* CC43RDFLT Dispatch 220344 October l')44 to CINCPAC.
*** COM3RDYLT Dispatch 210645 October 1944 to CCMSOWESPAC, into CINCPAC,

C(YAINCH, CTF's 38, 77, etc.
**** 'CC)SOWESPAC Dispatch 21224O October 1944 to C"t3RDFLT, info C(MINCH

CofS U.S. Army (Marshall), CINCPOA, CTF's 38•, 77, CTG _38.1.
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C.r'THIRP F LT .- .

COQ iW•M, October 22nd

In view jf the importance of this subject, he invited CCOINCH's
attention to his 211852 and to C(XTHh1RDFLT' s 220344 which he stated had been
passed to CCKINCH separately.*

(1) Operations of Western Pacific Task Forces.

(a) Operations of CC14THIRLFLT, October 22nd.

CCK(THIRDFLT, in the NEW JERSEY with TG 38.2, continued on toward
Point READY where at 0600 he planned to rendezvous with CTG's 38.1 and 38.4.
Meanwhile, he knew that if all had gone well CTG 38.3 was heading for Point
MICK whert he was to fuel commencing at 0700.

As he headed toward his rendezvous point he received three con-
tact reports. The first, received at 0226, was by a plane of the FIFTH Air
Force (likely from Search Plan FOX) and was made ,n the previous morning in
Latitude 11 0 -l'N, Longitude 1190 -l'E, on five 2000/4500-ton freighter
transports, one 3500/6000 freighter, one 300/700 stack aft freighter and one
subchaser in convoy, course 2320 (T), speed twelve;,* the second, received at
0317, referred to a 1300 contact on the previous day on two light cruisers of
YUBARI-class in Verde Island Passage;*** and the third, received at 0527,
referred to a 0200 contact by a submarine (DARTER) on three large unidentified
ships estimated cruisers in Latitude 07OY-31'N, Longitude .-. 50-22'E, on
course 0250 (T), speed twenty-one knots.**** None of these contacts were
particularly significant, but they did indicate enemy surface (cruiser)
activity in the vicinity of Palawan Island. Since two of these contacts were
beyond the range of his own search planes from his present covering position
but were within the range of the planes of Search Plan FOX and also of
certain submarines of TF 71, he awaited further information thereon.

At 0600 he rendezvoused as pianned witn CTG's 38.1 and 38.4*****
and noted that at 0610 the HANCOCK, also with TG 38.2, had launched a search
of sector 2900 - 3600 (T) to a distance of 300 miles,****** whinh search he
had ordered at 2122 on October 20th.******• The strategic implicationE of
COMTHIRDFLT's operations on this day are discussed under "Operations )f
COMTHI HDFLT, October 20th".

At 0636 he received, as an info•rnation addressee, a dispatch
from C(MINCH (Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Fleet)n-****w* to CINCPAC wherein

• CINGPOA Dispatch 220740 October 194h to CCMI4NCH, info CAM3RDFLT.
C.G. 5TH Air Force Dispatch 212253/1 October 1944 to CAAF SOreiPAC,
C(S47THFI.T, info C(IF3hDFLT, all TFC' s Lnd TGC's 7THFILT, etc.
CC147THFLT Dispatch 211205 October 1944 to a.l ccrmnanderi concerned.
CTF 71 Disikatch 211941 October 1944 to CINCPAC, cMISUBPAC, all TFC's
and 'TW-'s 3KD antd 7TH Fleets, C.G.'s 5TH &nu 13TH Air Forces.
Deck Log INTREPID), October 72-nd, 1944.I **•* Deck Log HANCk)&, "ctober 22nd, i944.
COM3HDF1,T Dispatcn .201222 October 1944 Lo CTF 38, CTG 3O.8 and &ll
TFC'9 and TGc' of TF 38, ir~fo CINCPAC, C(iS(A)E`i1'AC, CTF 77, etc.

• Fleet Adniral rtrneLst 2. King, U..;. Navy.
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CCKiTHWFLT
October 22nd

CG(ICH stated that he desired "early awMification of COMIRDPLT, a
210454 as to nature of operations in sind".* C(IT MTf' s 210454 related
to the possibility that the South China Sea might suddenly become a
critical area and requested information its to a sato route to that area via
Surlao aid Hirioro Straits. He was likely surprised by this CaKLNCH
dispatch because (a) he felt that C(CMICH should have realised that this
dispatch mm purely exploratory and anticipatory, and (b) be bad received no
"sry ther"on frgm CINCPAC. However, he now awaited wW forthcoming query
from that commander. Mea•while, he considered the nature of his reply.

At O6A4 he requested CTG 38.2, via TBS voice radio, to give him
that morning's detailed search plan and promptly received a reply to the
effect that CIG 38.2 (a) had launched a seven-sector setrch covering the
larger sector 2900 - 2600(T) to a distance of 300 miles, anO (b) planned to
repeat the same search in the sa"e sector that aftemoon.** Since this was
sufficiently dense to insure thorough coverage, he was satisfied as "o its
probable effectiveness.

At 0747 he received information from CINCPAC to the tfect that
his best estimata was that the Kaia Foreý, or its supply force, had probably
sortied the Inland Sea ery recently (within the past day or so),

It ueems probable that about this time he received a dispatch
also frcm CINCPAC which referrmi to his (CITI1UJUFL.T° a) 210454 and 210645
and advised him that the (a) gener&I plan and tasks of CINCPOA Operation
Plan No. 8-44 were still in effect, and (b) restrictions imposed by the
necessity of covering the .(0SAC forces were accepted. It also forbade
him to yove major units of the THIIDFLT into central Philippine waters
without previous authority frou CINCPAC.N*

What he thought of this dispatch is nowhere stated. However,
it setas probable that he felt it was in the nature of a reproof since it
might seriously restrict his freedom of action in complying with his basic
directive from CINCPOA to destroy a major enemy force.

At 0832 he received on the Fox broadcmst a dispatch from the
SEADRAGON to CTF 1? reporting having attacked in Luzon Strait at 2335 on the
previous day an enemy task group of oie carrier and four unidentified war-
ships on course 210'(T), speed nineteen knots.****

* CKINCH aad CNO Dispatch Z11535 October 1944 1jiCIICPAC, info
CO43RDFLT.

*1 CG3RDFLT Voice Radio Message 220644/I October 194 to 'TG 38.2 and
CTG 38.2's reply.

**o CIWCPAC Dispatch 211852 October 194J. to C(M3RDFLT, info CONINCH,
COKSOWESPAC.

S*"-U SSMAJAGIDN Diipatch 212140 October 1944 to CT? 17.
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C(XU4•IRDFLT
October 22nd

At 1905 he sent CCMSOWESPAC a short congratulatory dispatch
regarding the successful progress of the Philippine operations in which he
expressed hope of "swinging some blows in support".* From the addressee
and information addressees, it seeis correct to say that CCKTHIRDFLT's
reason for sending thir dispatch was to reassure all commands that, despite
his queries to C•4SO(ESPAC regarding his desire to be relieved of his
covering &nd support operations as soon as practicable, he nevertheless
could be expected to remain in his present position until the situation was
satisfactory to COKSOWESPAC. This, of course, is exactly what CINCPOA meant
when, as pointed out above, he advised CCRTH1RDFLT that any restrictions
imposed by covering SOWSSPAC forces were unavoidable.**

Meanwhile, he continued to concern himself with Operation
HOTFOOT and therefore, mindful of the fact that the Japanese commercial
broadcasts would go off the air with the first air raid warning, and that
the radios in the Japanese homes which wer tuned to the Japanese broadcasta
would likeiy remain so tuned, he suggested to CINCPCOA that, when this
occurred, the NEW JERSEY could immediately start broadcasting on the same
frequency and announce to the Japanese people that the air attacks then
being made on their homeland were by tne same carrier force reported by
their loaders as sunk off Formosa. This was in addition to his suggestion
made previously (on the 19th) to CINCPOA tuat propaganda leaflets be
prepared informing the Japanese public that (a) these planes were from the
carriers which their leaders had told them had been previously destroyed )ff
Formosa and (b) not a single carrier had been siuik.***

SINCE THE EFFECT OF SUCH A BROADCAST, WHICH WOULD BE THE WHOLE
TRUTH, COULD NOT BE EXPECTED TO HAVE ANY EFFECT ON THE HOTFOOT OPERATIONS BUT
COULD HAVE A MARKED EFFECT ON CINCPOAtS OPERATIONS IN THAT IT MIGHT WELL (A)
FOSTER RESISTARCH FRICTIONS AND DISAFFECTIONS AMONG ENEMI-CONTROLLED PEOPLES,
(B) D724CRkLIZE JINMY AMED FORCES, AND (C) CREATE IN THE ENEMY AIXED FORCES,
AS WL AS IN 11E POPULATION, THE PSYCHOLOGICAL BASIS FOR CEASING RESISTANCE,
ITS •DPLOYMENT FALLS IN THE CATEGORY OF STRATEGICAL PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE.*
THIS TYPE OF WARFARE DIFFERS FRCI TACTICAL PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE IN THAT IT
IS NOT IN SUPPORT OF A DISTINCT TACTICAL MILITARY SITUATION BtYr IS, INSTEAD,
USUALLY DIRECTED AT A LARGE AUDIENCE--PERHAPS AN ENTIRE NATION OR GROUP OF
NATIONS.

CGMTHIRDFLT'S HECOMKWATION, THEREFORE, WAS SOUND AND SHOWS THAT
HE WAS ALERT TO (A) CINCPOA'S LONG-RANGE OBJECTIVE, I.E., "THE DEFEAT OF
JAPAN", AND (B) THE NECESSITY FOR SUBORDINATE C(MMANDERS, WITH THAT OBJECTIVE
IN KIND, TO MAKE CONSTRUCTIVE REPRESENTATIONS THEREON.

* CI�C3RDFLT Dispatcb 22(M05 October 1944 to CCJSOWESPAC, info CTF 77,
CINCPOA and CCMINCH.

** Operations in the Pacific Ocean Areas, October 0944, CINCPAC - CINCPOA
Serial 002397, May 31st, 1945, Page 57.

**• C(43RDFLT Dispatch 190252 October 1944 to CINCPOA.
S*** Naval Operational Planning (NWP 11), Office of the Chief of Naval

Operations, May 15th, 1953. Chapter 24, Paragraphs 2401, 2402.
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CC1THIRDFLT
October 22nd

At 0934 he intercepted from the DARTER a dispatch giving the
0800 position (Latitude 090 - 232N, Longitude 1150 - 25'0) of the three ships
which had been contacted first at 0200. The DARTER reported (a) tops of
one dimly seen and might possibly be a battleship, (b) speed of advance
twenty-one knots, and (c) course of 332P(T), which may be dawn sig from first
report,.*

At 1012, having learned that the "window" shipments were arriving
shortly at Ulithi in the TICONDEROGA and NASSAU, he directed CCOSERVROK TIN
at Ulithi to distribute this "window" to each carrier, less the BUN KULL.**
He welcomed the receipt of this 6window4 for in the HOTFOOT operation the
"window" would be employed by his planes for purposes of deception in his
attacks on the Japanese homeland, In this connection, it should be
emphasized here that the employment of "window" was not solely confined to
the Allies-on the contrary, it was employed by the Japanese as well.***

At 1015, by TBS voice radio, he directed CTG' s 38.1 and 38.4 to
proceed in company in time to arrive at Point CONDOR (Latitude 130 - 55'N,
Longitude 1300 - 15'E) at 0600 on the following morning where they were to
rendezvous with CTG 38.3.****

Since Point CCNDOR was about 200 miles nearer Ulithi than was
Point READY, and since it was along the line of retirement toward Ulithi
these orders are of interest in that they are the first indication that
COKTHIUDLT was contemplating dispatching these two task groups to that
harbor. Except for the fact that the task groups were TG'* V.1 and 38.&
rather than TO's 38.2 and 38.3, this would be a return to the basic
schedule wherein CTF 38 planned on D+3 day to return two task groups to
Ulithl to rmfuel and rearm.*****

At 1021, by- TBS voice radio, he directed CTG 38.2 to transfer
the HANCOCE to CTG 39.1 for temporary duty prior to his departure,*
Since CTG 38.1 bad been directed to proceed to Ulithi for replenishment, it
seem clear tnat CCMTJIRDFLT planned similar replenishment for the 1ANCOCK.

At 1046 he acknowledged receipt of CINCPAC's 2U852.4******

* DARTER Dispatch 212359 October 1944 to CTF 71.
** COC3RDFLT Dispatch 220112 October 1944 to C(MSEHVRON 10, info

CINCPAC, CCKAIRPAC, CTF 38, all TGC'a of TF 38, all carriers of
TF 38, CCKAWR7TH1LT (Logiastics).
Weekly Intelligence Bulletin, CINCPAC-CINCPOA, Volume I, No. 17,
November 3rd, 1944, Page 30.
"CON3RDFLT TBS Voice Radio Message 220115 October 1944 to CTG's
38.1, 38.4, bnfo CTG 38.2.

* * CCAISTCARTASKFLUPAC (CT? 38) Operation Order No. 11-44, Serial
00020, October .st, 1944, Annex C, Ymployment Schedule.

S** CCM3RDFLT TBS Voice Radio Message 220121 October ].94 to CTG
38.2, info CTG 38.1.

~*'**•*• C(q3Rd)FLT Dispatch 220146 October 19"4 to CINCPAC, info CCMINCH,
CCMSCiKSPA C.
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CO(THIRDFT T
A October 22nd -

At 1107 he received a report from CTU 30.5.2 (seaplane
squadrons and tenders at Saipan) that the searches, which had not obtained
full coverage, were negative.*

At .114 he directed (a) CTG 38.3, who was fueling in Area HICK,
to proceed to arrive at Point CONDOR at 060 October 23rd where he was to
rendezvous with CTG's 38.1 and 38.4, (b) CCHBATPAC, in WASHINGTON, with
ALABAMA and MMIV 100 (COG3bI, CAPMON, IUMG L, KNAPP), to report to
CTG 38.4 for temporary duty, (c) OTG 38.3, lees the units in (b) above, to
(1) operate in Axea. CONDOR,* and (2) maintain morning wnd afternoon searches

in sector 2800 - 3500(T) to a distance of 300 miles, (d) GTG 38.2 to (1)
proceed to Point HICK to arrive at 0700 October 23rd where he was to
rendezvous with the oiler group and fuel, and (2) upon completion of fueling,
rendezvous with CTG 38.3 not later than 0700 October 24th, and (e) both task
groups 38.2 and 38.3 to operate in Area CONDOR until further orders.**

Then, five minutes later (at 1119) he directed CTG 38.1, with
TG 38.1, plus the HANCOCK, and CTG 38.4, •4th TG 38.4, plus the WASHINGTON,
ALABAMA and UMSDIV 100, to (a) depart Point COC4uR ,t 0600 the following
mornimg and proceed in company to Ulithi to arrive entrance at 0600 October
25th (or forty-eight hours later), (b) rearm, fuel and provision and (c)
be ready for sea dawn October 29th.*

WHILE CTHIMDFLT HAS N(MH GIVEN LAR EXPLANATION OF 4IS
VIWS AT THIS TIM3, THE AOVE GIVES A FAIRLI CGOMPRHENSIVE IDEA OF HIS
ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION. DESPITE THE STATFEM IN HIS ACTION REPORT THAT
"*ON 21-22 OCTO THERE WME SIGNIFICANT SIGHTINGS OF ENBMW C(OUMTANT SHIPS
IN THE U(PIRE, FORMOSA AREA AND THE SOUTH CRINA SEA. THE VAGUE OUTLINES OF
A LARG.SCALE JAPAneSE COTOFFESIVE PLAN BEGAN TO APPEAR" ••*~ THE FAAGS
ARE THAT HE HAD RECEIVED (A) F1W CONTACTS OF IMPORTANCE ON OCTOBER 21ST, AND
(B) NOKE SO FAR THIS DAY WHICH WERE OF SUCH SIGNIFICANCE AS TO IMFLUENCE HIM
TO ALTER HIS PRE13T ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION. HE, OF COURSE, KNW THAT
THM9 WME RUKORS (A) OF A BLDMUP OF ENEMY STRENGTH IN THE CORON BAY AREA,
BUT Ht HAD RECONNOMMT M3 AREA WITH HIS OWN PLANES ON THE PRECEDING DAY
AND HAD FOUND NO SHIPPING THOX OF CONSEQUENCE, AND (B) OF THE MAIN FORCE
BEING AT SEA SO3•(W0.F, BUT HE HAD RECEIVED NO INFORMATION AS TO WVRE FROK
ANY SOuRC. HE R•ALIZED THAT HE HAD TO PROVIDE STRATEGIC COVER AND SOME
SUPPORT TO CQL9OWESPAC UNTIL RELIEVED, BUT HE ALSO REALIZED THAT HE HAD TO
PREPARE FOR OPERATION HOTFOOT WHICH APPEARED TO BE OF INCREASED IMPORTANCE
WITH EACH PASSING DAY. HE THERORE ARRI1 AT THE CONCatJSION 'HAT OPERATION
HOTFOOT HAD A PRIORITY, SINCE THE POSSIBILITY OF BATTLE WIT1 OTHER THAN
ENfl RAIDING FORCES S M RDOTE.

SCTU 30.5.2 Dispatch 220838 October 1944 to C(}3RDFLT, info all TFC's
3RDFLT, CTG' s 57, 59, CTG 30.5.

** Ck3R0FLT Dispatch 220214 ()ctober 194 to CTG's 38.2, 38.3, info
0CCUNCH, CTNCPAC, all TFC's &nd TGC'a 3RDFLT, all concerned with
SOWNSPAC operations, etc.

*** ' r()4RDFLT Dispatch 220219 October 1944 to CTG' s 38.1, 38.4, info
COMINCH, CINCPACG, all TFC' a and TGC' 9 3RDFLT, all concerned with :S3(.1PAC

}' opleratlio.is, etc.
S• CHDFLT Action Report, Operatiori of Western Pacific Task Forces and

the 3RbFI;.T, Sejral 0085, January 25th, 1945, Pago 10.
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"" HTHIRDFLT
October 22nd

IN ARRIVING AT THIS CONCLUSION HE KMW THAT BI NO THE RElT DAY
(k) HIS COV M FORCE WOULD BE RECED BY TIN CARRIES INClUDING THE
BUK HULL AND TWO BATTLSHIPS (WASHINGON AND ALAUA), LAVING HIS FMAIX-
ING TWO MOuP WITH BUT MM CARRIE AND FOUR BATTLL&¶HIPS, AND (B) HIS
AIRZF STRE H WOU0 W REUCED FIKK 569 Vs, 213 VB AND 233 VT TO
APPRIAwtL 221 VF, 78 yB AND 89 VT (THE LATM SUK BEING SIGNIFICANTLY
WMALLA THAN THE TOTAL AIRCRAFT ZKBAMW IN TO 77.4 URRIS-318 VF AND
191 VT). U, HE APPEARS TO HAVE FELT THAT (A) HIS RUCED TAS
GROUPS AU ADUATE TO ACCCHPLISH HIS COMING TASK, (B) IF CIMCPOA
DISAPOVED, SU.FICIEfT TIME WAS AVAILABL IN WHICH TO TAKE ACTION, AND (C)
ALTHOUGH THE SITUATION HAD NOT CLARIFIED, THE WESSITY F•i GIVING REST A

=R ATION TO HIS TASK GROUPS AND TO PREPARZ THM FCR OPERATION HOTFOOT
WARRANTED HIS TAKING A CALCULATED RISK.

Why he chose TG's 38.2 and 38.3 rather than TG's 38.1 and 38.4
is not explained but it seems likely that in view of the dispatches frcm
CONSONESPAC and CINCPAC relative to the necessity for him to cntinue to
provide cover and support, he had correctly decided that since (a) the
situation had not as ytt fully clarified he thought it best that he remain
in the strategic support area, (b) he and CTF 38 were in TG's 38.2 and 38.3
respectively, (c) he and CTF 38 had been operating closely together for
some time, and (d) CTG 38.1 would soon relieve CTF 38 (November lst) and
therefore should be returned to the objective area by that time, he
would retain TG' * 38.2 and 38.3 in strategic support. Two secondary
considerayions may have been the fact that (a) TG's 58.2 and 38.3 contained
the battleships and (b) TG's 38.1 and 38.4 were low on bombs.

At 1142 he received a TBS voice radio message from CTG 38.2 to
the effect that since the HANCOCK planes reported very bad weather in the
entire search area the afternoon search should be cancelled.*

At 1148 he informed CTG's 38.1 and 38.4 that the CVZ's NASSAU
tnd STEAMER BAY, with planes and pilots, were scheduled to arrive at Ulithi
October 28th, and directed them to (a) build the fighter strength of the
?RAIMIN and ENTkRPRISE to 54 VF from the above CVE' s, (b) make arrangements
for the HANCOCK to receive from the same source as practicable sufficient
VF for complement of 54, and (c) furnish him witn the resulting complements
of the above carriers together with the planes and pilots remaining on the
CVYE'. Finally, he authorized the carriers concerned to transfer their
"excess VB and VT planes and crews to the CVE' s for return to pools.*-

3ince this dispatch was in accordance with his dispatch
instructions of October l9thN0* (quoted in full under "Operations of
"CMTHlRDFLT, October 20th") wherein he had informed the coanand that he

r (CG 38.2 Voice Radio Message 221142/1 October 1944 to C(43RDYLT.
S(X3PDFLT Dispatch 220248 October 1944 to CTG' s 38.1 and 38.4, info

CTF 38, CCRAIWITHFILT (Logistics), CTU 30.8.12.
* C*(jRDFLT Dispatch 190540 COctober 194,4 to CTF 38, CTG's 38.1, 38.2,

M3.3, 384.
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SCctober 22nd F

planned to increase the ecplement of each large carrier, except the
RUI HILL, to 54 VF, the contents of this dispatch had already been
anticipated by the task groups and carrier comnders concerned.

At 1150 he authorised CTG 38.2 to cancel the afternoon search
and directed him to proceed to Point NICK to arrive at 0700 the following
morning for fuel.*

At 1203 he requested the HANCOCK and INTREPID to report the
mtiber of VF they had and was promptly informed that the INTREPID had 44 Vj,
inaluding three flyable duds, 2 VF(P) and 2 VF(N), or 48; the HANCOCK had
42 VF.**

At 1204 he requested CTG 38.1 to inform him of the number of
VF aboard the WASP, HORNET, ShERPRISE and FRANKLIN, and was promptly
informed thnt the FRANLIN had 30 plus 4 VF(N), or 34; the ETERPRISE 26
plus 4 77(N), or 30; the HCRNET 47 plus 3 77(N), or 50; and the WASP 46
plus 3 VP(N), or 49.***

Also at 1204 he directed the ComAwlng Officer BUNK1R HILL (a)
that upon completion of fueling, the BUNKER HILL, together with the STEPHEN
POTr and BEFNHM, wav detached from T? 38 and was to proceed as CG•i 30.4 to
Manus to arrive at dawn October 27th, (b) to transfer (1) all YB and fT
planes to the Manus aircraft pool, (2) Air Group EIGHT persomnel to
CCIAIRSKVENTMhLT (Logistics) Force for return to Pearl Harbor, (c) retain
(1) all VY planes and pilots which the Commanding Officer BUW&KR HILL
considered were still fit for coabat operations, and (2) any additional
Air Group EIGHT personnel who might be required to operate the 100 VF, and
(d) obtain sufficient pilots to man all planes retained on board. Finally,
he authorised at. anchor availability with tender assietance until noon
November lst.****

THIS DISPATCH IS OF IDfNANCE BECAUSE IT INDICATES PLAINLY THAT,
ALTHOUGH CCH4THIRDFLT HAD DECIMeD THAT HE WOULD DETACH, IN G&MAL, THE MAJOR
PART OF THE AIR GROUP EIGHT PLROWN& FROM THE BgER HILL IN ACCORDANCE WITH
THE RECCOHMENDATIONS OF CTG 38.2,***** HE NEVERTHELESS INTENDED TO RETAIN A•L
VF PILOTS wW) WiEn FIT FMR COmBAT AND ANY ADDITIONAL AIR GROUP EI(2iT
PSM0S L REQUIRM. THUS, THERE WOULD NOT BE A CWUhTE 9XPLkCZMT EITheR
OF THE FIGHTER SQUMADRN OR OF THE AIR GROUP. WHILE HIS REASONS FOR THIS
DECISION ARE NOT EXPLAINED, IT SE1MNS EUGHLY PROBABLE THAT IT WAS M•E TO THE
SH)RAGE OF PILOTS.

% CCJ3RDFLT TBS Voice Radio Message 221150/i October 1944 to CTG 38.2.
** CI�I3RDFLT TlB Voice Radio Message 221203/1 October 194 to HANCGCK,

INTREPID, and the lattere' replies.
CC43RDFLT TBS Voice Radio Message 221204/I October 1944 to CTG 38.1
anld CTG 38.1's reply.

SCCK3RDFI,T Dispatch 220304l October 1944 to BUNKER hILL, Info all
interestod.

** G 38.2 VIsual Dispatch 2O0345 October 1044 to CTF 38, CtI3RDFLT.

SVisualDisp5tc
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COTTHIDFT
October 22d

At 124 he prepared a reply to SZCVKA, informtion to CINTPACv
COIMCH and CTF 38, who bd sent him oomsndatory dispatches, as follows:
"I appre"late your combined msages but emn more the striking forces
appreciate the weapons that have been given us and your warn forceful
farsighted baoktn&".* Actually this dispatch was delayed in tranuaission
until 20".

At 1233 he received a special report from CINCPAC reporting
that (a) a Japanese plans had reported a contact at 0637 in either Latitude
100 - 3219 or Latitude 250 - 32'1, Longitude 1330 - 38'3, and (b) this
contact bAO been broadcast several ti..e as a result of which a precautionary
alert had been ordered for the Nawei Shoto.

This dispatch does not seem to have alarmed him in any way.
In fact, he likely wondered what the contact was on and, despite other
information which indicated that (a) the northern latitude was more likely
correct and (b) the Japanese Main Force cr its supply force had probably
already sortied the Inland Sea, seems to have presued that, since he had
no forces in that area and since CTG 30.5's planes from Tinian had not
reported anything, the latitude ws more likely in SOWESPAC. Actually,
from Diagron "D", this contact was on the Japanese Main Force. It seem
likely that, had Comaander Western Pacific Task Forces, as weil as CINCPAC,
given thsa contact the weight it deserved, the presence of the Hain Force
might well have been discovered on this day.

At 12A4 he replied to COKINCIi' a query as to the nature of the
operations he hsa in mind when he requested information from CC143(MKSPAC as
to what was the earliest estimate for a safe route to tae South China Sea
via Suriga and Mindoro Straite. In his reply, he stated tkat; h3.s query was
purely expltratory, having in mind (a) reported widosprear.; vio'*,Ynts of
Japanese fleet units, (b) paragraphs 3(a), 3(X)(I) and (2) of CINCPOA
Operation Plan No. 8-44, (c) the undesLiability of routing oilers north of
Luzon at present, and (d) looking ahead to the carrier operations preceding
and supporting SARTORIAL,* and finally, for the 3econd time, he
acknowledged CINCPAC' s 211852 (which has been referred to previously).***

THIS IS AN IrMSETING DISPATCH BECAUSE IT SHOWS CLEARLI THA
CLMTHIIDFLT WAS STRONGLY MOTIVATED BY THE ROAD INSTRUCTION1S WHICH i H&-)
WN GIVEN BY CIMCPOAA•*.* IN ORDE TO U)AKSTANI) THIS, IT SUW WISZ, TO

QUOTh HERE THE RVERENCES ABOVE REFERRED TO:

SCOK3RDVLT Dispatch 220234 October 19" to :3CNAY, info CYWCPAC,
CCIINCH, CTF 38.

S SARTORTAIL involved the capture of Lingayan (lf and was schedu].ed
at this time for December 20th.

SG,(X3RDFLT Dispatch 220344 October 1944 to CIN*PAC.
SCINCPOA Operation Plan No. 8-44, Serial 000851, September Z4th,

1944.
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CMTHIRDFLT
October 22nd

(1) PARAGRAPH (A) CONTAINE INSTRUCTIONS TO COMANDI WESTZRN
PACIFIc TASK FORS TO DESTOr DIM NAVAL AND AIR FORCES IN OR THREATDIN
TH9 PLM PLIPIMS AA. PROTECT AIR AND SEA CWUNICATIONS ALONG THE CEMTRAL
PACIFIC AXIS";

(2) PARAUWPI 3(X)(1) AND (2) CONTAINED THE COOMINATING
I3BTRUCTIONS FOR THOSK PACIFIC OCEAN AREA FORME CON1R WITH LING II.
PARARAPH 3(x)(1) DIRECTED THE ABOVE FORC TO (1) ,ArINTAI AND En= D
I IRaTTING MILITARY P=3= A;AIT JAPAN. APPLY MAIMS ATYRITIOK TO

313(1 AIR, UNDO) AND NATAL FORS AND MERCHANT SHIPPING, BY ALL POSSIEU
MA IN ALL ARMAS. IN CASE OPP01MTITY F•R DESTRtUCTION OF MAJOR PORTION

Or THE ZNY FLEET OFER C CAN BE CRIATED, SUCH D 1STRUCTION BEcOS THE
PRIMARY TAME.* AND PARA=ZPH 3X) (2) INORKE THM THAT 0IECISSARY MEASURES
pM DITAUI OOISIATION or OpERATIOMs HTW THE WESTERN PACIFIC TASK
FOR= AND FORCES (1 THE SWM'EST PACIFIC WILL BE ARRANGED BY THEIR
IFiPICTIVE OADR"

THESE QUOTATIONS SHOW PLAINLY THAT CONTHIRDFLT WAS STRONGLY
t1LtERCED BY THE DESTRUCTION OBJECTIVES HE HAD BEN ASSIGN&l AND NOTABLY
Sr THE CONCEPT THAT IF AN OPPORTUNITY TO DESTROY A XAJCR PORTION OF THE

SFLEET DID NOT OFFER HE WAS TO ENJDEAVOR TO CREATh SUCH AN OPPORTUNITY.
IN UITHNR CASE, SUCH DESTRUCTION BECAME HIS PRIMARY Tk=.

THS MAN= WITH WHICH HE REACTED TO HIS ONDERS AS ABOVE
n;LPLATND WAS FO•R.AST IN THE DISCUSSION OF THE COORDINATION OF OPERATIONS
YNEN COLWC P&C AID CINCPOA IN VOLUME I. THEREIN, THE WEAKNESS OF OWDERS

OF THIS MATIZ, WITH PARTICULAR REFERXNCE TO THE FACT THAT THEY COULD
AWDESZLY AFFECT THE COVERING AND SUPOT MISSIONS ASSIGNED C(CITHINDFLT,
ARE DISCUSSED,*

At 1300 he received a dispatch from CTG 30.5 requesting that,
usince the 1000-mile search with a PBWY was an emergency procedure requiring
an extrine overload take-off, he be authorized to reduce all searches by
2O miles (i.e., to 800 miles) as soon as the emergency was over,** CTG 30.5
was her* referring to the sectors (northwest quadrant) being flown by the
PB4Y-l (Fleet Air Wing ONE) land-based air squadrons operating from Tinian
Island. CC•rHIRDFLT took no action on this request at this time, possibly
because, having planned to send his major strength to Ulithi for replenish-
ment, he desired to maintain these searches which would cover his comnand
from the north to a limited degree. Perhaps he felt that this would reduce
his need for carrier searches in that direction. However, if thi: was the
basis of his reasoning, should not his morning and afternoon search sectors
havo been epanded to cover the sectors somwhat more to the eastward in
order to close the gap between the l000o-ade searches from Tinian and his
own searches?

* Volume I, Battle for Leyte G Nf MavPera 91973V 7Nval War College,
1953, Chapter 11 (a)(3)(a).

*5 CTG 30.5 Ditpatch 212357 October 19i4J to CCM3RDFLT.
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OOKTHLRDT
SOctober 22ad

At 1406, having received a dispeoch from CTG 38.2 concerning

a plane freu the BU= HLL to be employed as a courier plans to
Peleliu 'Ilands* he advised that csnder that the BUNM HILL would be

released on the following day as aoon as she had completed fueling*.*

At, 1.9 he directed CTU 30-9.1 and C0KAIrS LT (Lor,.stics)
that, =nlese otherwise directed, be was to sail the CV9' a ABNES, SITKOH BAY,

CAP$ ISPEUANC and DiAJALVIN with escorts to arrive at newitok November 4th

where he vas to report for duty to CTG 30.8.*4* Thus, it is clear that

C0•T PFLT we wisely making advance preparations for the supply of

repcawnt aircraft durin cNov eapner.

At 1A1 he advised COUIRSVWHFLT (Logistics), .in part, that

the NO and LEXINGO wmid not have availability at Manus *3 planned and

therefor he requested that all available space an the CVR's carrying

replacement aircraft be employed to transport VF planes and pilots to meet

needs of the carriers of TG's 38,2 less BUMXR HIIL, 38.3 and 38.4.**6

At 1417 he informed CIMCPAC that it was his present intention

to send his carrier groups to Ulithi as follows: (a) two groups (to be

in Ulithi) fron October 25th to October 29th; and (b) two groups (to be

there) from October 29th to Novimber 3rd.*W*4* It is to be noted, from this

dispatch, that he included CCMSEVTHFT as an information addressee but

did not include CWCNSOWZPAC,. Why this was so is not explained, but it seems

probable that he felt that ;.he method by which he accomplished his covering

and support mission was a atter of his own Judgement. Therefore, so long

as he retained forces in a strategic position adequate to accomplish his

covering and support responsibilities, his other acticns were solely within

the purview of CINCPAC.

At 1422, i! thn light of his previous dispatches, he asked

CC1ARlSE'ZTHFLT (Logistics) to state his requirvments and advised him that

he planned to return the NASSAU and STEAMER BAY to Manus upon completion of

their duty at Wlithi li early Noveam.r.*

At 1430 he received a dispatch from C.G. FIFTH Air Force stating

that he planned to strike (a) •oron Bay from 0000 to 0200 the following

morning with four snooper- (B-24'5) and (b) Cagayan (Kixdanao) with two

groups of beavies (&-24's) Oetwen 1315 and 1200 the same day.*

* CTG 38.] 5xspatch 220425 October 1944 to C@(3RDFLT.

CM3RDFLT Dispatch 220506 October 1944 to CTG 38.2.

COW3RDFLT Dispatch 220509 October 194 to CTU 30.9.1 and CC!A1R7TT7i

(Logistics), info CTF 38, CTG'e 38.1 and 30.8, C*(4AIRPAC, CINCPOA.

CCW3BDFLT Dispatch 220514 October 19" to TCX's of T? 78, f.LL-TG

30.9.1~, CJAIRPAC, CINCPAC, CTF 32.
S** CO3RDFLT Dispatch 220517 October 1944 to CINCPAC info CTF 38,

CrTrHTLT.
**t*N- CCU3RDFI.T Dispatch 220522 Oct.ber 1944 to C(%A1R7'IHFLT (Logisticsý,

COWCARTRA3ROMSPAC, CCKAIRPAC, CINCPAC.

* C.G. 5TH Air Force V!iphtch 221/2-14 October 1944 to G " 310Th

Bombardment Wing, CAAF .M PAC, CTF 73, C.G. 13TH Air force, TG's

77, 78, 79, GC•MS(WWFPAC, (X(CHN7OLT, TG 38.
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Octobnr 22nd

At 1440 he (a) advised CT 30.8, among other items, that his
previous instructions regalrdirg fUeling CTF 38 werv cancelled and that he
nw planned to fuel (1) TG 38.2 on October 23rd in Area MICK, (2) TG 38.3
on October 26th in Area ALCONCL, (3) TG 38,2 on Oetober 27th in Area
ALCOHCL, (4) TO's 38.1 amW 38.4 on Novvaber let in Area KIMONO, and (5)
TG's 38,1 and 38.4 on November 4th in Area GAMBOL, and (b) directod CTG
30.8 t" =aintain six oiler@ in Area ALCOH(L between October 23rd and
November 4th.* 4

A STUDY OF THIS DISPATCH AND HIS 2105a7 DISPATCH TO CINOPAC
SHOW THAT CCMHIRDFLT PLAWXD TO HAVE, EITWEN OCTOWR 23RD AND NOVWMR
IST, TWO CABRIU TASK GROIPS IN STRATEGIC SUPPORT AND TWO CARRIER TASK GROUPS
EN ROUTE TO, IN, AND RETURNING FRCM ULITHI. OWING TO THE FACT THAT EACH OF
THE FUELING AREAS DESI3 ATED WAS NEARER ULITHI THAN WAS THE PRECEDING ONE,
I.E., NICK TO ALCOHOL TO KIMONO (PLATE VI), THE PLOT ALSO SHOVS CLEARLY THAT
CCWfTIRDFLT'S ABILITY TO OPERATE ADEQUATELY IN STRATEGIC SUPPORT BECAME LF-SS
AND LES AS HIS CARRIER TA,% GROUPS MOVED MMRE AND MMRE TO THE FASTWARD FR(H
HIS PRESENT (DIAGRAM D) SUPPORT POSITION. (IT IS ABOUT 800 MILES FROM THIS
SUPPORT POSITION TO ULITHI'. HE WOULD EE LEAST ABLE TO OPERATE IN STRATEGIC
SUPPORIk ON OCTOBER 29TH WHEN AIL FOUR TASK GROPS WOULD NECESSARILY BE IN
THE VICINITY OF ULITHI WITH TC', 5 38.2 AND 38.3 HEADING FOR THE ENTRANCE AND
TGO'S 38.1 AND 38.4 RETURNIG TO WHATEVE STRATEGIC SUPPORT POSITION WAS TO BE
LESIGNATED.

At 1458 he advised CTF 57 that he desired CTG 30.9 to route
and, sail all shipe in direct jupport of the THIRDFLT.*

At 1515 he r.ceived a dispatch from CTG 30.5 requesting that he
order forward certain ma.ine fighter squadrons and one utility squadron.**

At 1530 he intercepted his seventh contact report of the day
made at 1400 by a Morotai-based plane on nine large merchant ships escorted
by five destroyers in Latitude 110 - 47'N, Longitude 1160 - 2O'E,
course 2400 (T), speed twelve.N*4 -

At 1.537 he advised CTF 57 aeud CTG 30.9 that (a) the ammiunition
ships (1) CANADA VIGCROY, AUSTRALIA VICTORY and 1A1KEN were now at Ulithi,
(2) SHASTA and KT HOOD were at Manus, and (3) MERDIAN VICIORY was at
Kossol Roads where she -,%s available for issue to the S9VfNTHFLT, (b) all
other a.atnition shipc were under control of C(ItSEVENTHYLT and (c) he
considered that this disposition was adequate to replenish four task
groupt at Ullithi and BUNIER HILL at Manus. Finally, he requested CTG 30.9

CGM3PDF.T Dispatch 220540 October 1944 to CTG 30.8, info CCI4ICH,
CINCPAC, all ITC's 3RDFLT, CTU 30.9.1, all TGC's 3RDFLT.

** C(J3RDFLT Dispatch 22f558 October 194.4 to CTF 57, info CIG 30.9, etc.
**• CTG 30.5 Dispatch 2W644 October 1944 to C0KAhR7THFLT, CTF's 59, 57,

info C(xM3tUDFLT, C.G. F14FPAC, C(MAIRSOPAC, CGHSOPAC, etc.
t**� Search Plane Dispatch 220610 October 1944 to C.G, 5TH Air Force.
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C0KTH10DFLT
-- YROPAI October 22nd

to advise immdiately if the Yumnitilon available at Ulithi was in-
sufficient for present requirementa.*

At 1629 he received CO(SOJPAC' s reply to his ZL0645 wherein,
after stating that hid present operations in strategic position to meet the
threat of enemy fleet forces were sooewhat restricted by the neceabity of
covering tbe 3UIEEPAC transports and other vulnerable overseas movements.,
he had requested early advice regarding the withdrawal of such units to
safe positions.** In this reply, which is quoted in full under "Operations
of CCNSOWESPAC, October 21st", CCCMISOEPAC, after pointing out that he bad
moved for the first time beyond his own land-based air cover because he was
3rcoised full support by the THIRDFLT, stated that he considered that
COMTHIRL7TT' s mission to cover KING II was essential and paremount.***

Upon the receipt of this dispatch CCKTKMIDFLT undoubtedly re-
estimated the situation, giving thorough consideration to the orders which
he had issued during the forenoon which. commencing with the following
morning, would reduce his covering forces off Luzon Island from four to two
carrier task groups. However, he clearly decided that, for the present, no
changes in his plans were justified for be permitted his recent orders to
stand as issued.

At 1705 he informed his command that, within ý.he next few days
he anticipated considerable increase in enemy submarine activity in the
Philippine Sea in the vicinity of Palau and the Marianas. He therefore
cautioned all hands to be particularly alert and to report all probable
contacts immediately.**** This was a sound warning to his command for he
had recently received reports of contacts on Japanese submarines on October
18th,**5** 19th,***N-** and 21st, * which appeared to be on route from
the Empire. Why he included Palau ard the Marianas in not quite clear
unless, in the case of Palau, knowing that shipping both to and from Leyte
passed nearby, he wished to alert CTF 77 to this enemy capability and vi• the
case of the Karianas, he wished to alert aircraft primarily.

At. 1720 he amplified hiw report of the previous day to CCMSOWESPAC
regarding the strikes by CTG's 38.2 and 38.3 on the Bicol - Visayas area,
October 21.t, by stating that (a) there were thirty-seven more planes

* CCL43RDFLT Dispatch 220637 October 1944 to CTF 57, CTG 30.9, .Info
CINCPAC, CTF 38, etc.

** COH3RDFLT Diapatch 210645 October 1944 to CCMSOW(SPAC, info CINCPAC,
'-TF 77, COMINCH, CTF 38. CTG 38.1.
CC4SOWESPAC Dispatch 22240 October 1944 to CaK3WDFLT, info CGCINCH,
CINCPOA, CTF 38, CTG 38.1, CofS U.S. Army (Marshall).
C(443RfDFLT Dispatch 220805 October 1944 to 3IIDFLT, info CINCPAC,
CTF 77, Ca4SOWESPAC.

S**g- War Patrol Report. BLACKFIN, Report of 1ST War Patrol, Serial 021,
December 4th, 1944.

•-*** War Diaries C[NCPAC, COV.FWDAI"A (CGT 57), October 1944.
•*F*** BARREL Dispat.:h 210907 October 1944 to CXMSUEPAC, info CCM30RDFLT.
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CC4THIRDFLT
October 22nd

remaining at the airfields in northear Negros, and (b) all, of these, except
one, weris single-engine and nost were camouflaged.*

Also at this time he leavened that CINCPAC had passed to
CC4INC~i his (CUaTHIiRDFLT' u) 220344.

At 1800 he received a dispatch from COMAVGRPCHIA to the effect
that (a) the search being made (vter the South China Sea) had beon turned
back by weather, and (b) the weathar forecast probably prevents the coming
night search also.** This was of course, disappointing news for, as early
as 2•07 October 19th, he had advived CINCP0& that he considered that so long
as the activity and movement of the enemy eontimaed as at present the
continuation of the FOURTMOM Air Foroe search me vital.*** Now it appeared
thats at least until the following day, reconnaissance of the above
important waters would te "- e by Allied aircraft. This was correct for no
night searches were conducted because of weather.*m**

At 2037 he received a Fox broadcast of a contact report from
the SM DOG to the effect that at 0730 that day she had attacked a large
convoy with numerous escorts in Latitude 290 - 181M, Longitude 1290 - 458E,
on course 215 0 (T), speed nine knots, and bad made two hits in one cargo
ship.*IU

At 2201 he issued instructions for the transfer (a) from TG
30.3 of CCKCRUDIV TEN in the BOSTON and the 00HARRFS, M.1, BIUM and, BOY)
temporarily to TG 38.4 and then later, ugon arrivae. at destination, to TG
38.1 and (b) from TG 38.4 to TG 30.3 of DESDIV ELEVEN less CRAVEN, (KAURY,
GRIDLEY, HKLX, McCALL). He also directed that (a) with the departure of
CCMCRUDIV TEN, the Comamrding Officer CANBLR****** would become CTG 30.3
and (b) upon arrival Ulithi, CTG 38.4 was to detach CCIDESDIV TWENTY-FOUR,
with WMAES, NICHOLSON, SWANSON to CTF 57.**1*-*"

At 2204 he recummanded to CIMCPAC that weather from SCMESPAC
be sent via Manus Fox only, an the weather reports were being duplicated on
RDO Hollandia and MRDO Honolulu Fox&s, thus crowding the schsdules.*****N**

J * CC4�3RDFLT Dispatch 220820 October 194A4 to (XIMSOCESPAC, CINCPAC
info CCK7THFLT and TGC' s 3RDFLT.

*5 C(MNAVG(dPCHINA Dispatch 220741 October 1944 to CCMSOMSPAC, info
CINCPAC &,nd C"43RDFLT.
CCM3HDFLT Dispatch 191307 October 1944 to CINCPOA, info COKSCWSSPAC,

*Dirctor, Libnur Division, USAF History, Air University letter,
Movembwt 8th, 1950, to President, Naval War College.

****• SrA DOG Dispatch 220149 October 1944 to C(JSUBPAC.
*****• Captain Alexander R. Early, U.S. Navy.

C(43RDFLT Dispatch 221301 October 1944 to CTG's 38.4, 30.3, info
CINCPAC, CTF 38, CANEERBA, CaNCfIJDIV 10, etc.

S*"**w*** '4M3RDFLT Dispatch 22130- October 1944 to CQMCPAC, info CM7TTFYLT,
RIW s Honolulu, Maws, HOlanAia.
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C064THIRDFLT
October 22id

At 2247 he reoeived a dispatch from CTU 30.5.1 (seaLp!Aw
squadrons and tenders at Kossol Passage) reportig that all searches
were negative.*

A REVIEW OF HIS DECISIONS AND ACTIONS ON THIS DAY INDICATES
THAT W. (1) PLANNED TO OPERATE HIS FORCES MOME IN DISTANT SUPPORT THAN IN
THE DIWDIATE VICINITY OF THE OBJECTIVE AREA, (2) WAS NOT MW AW1TICIPATIMG
A MAJOR FLFM ZMAGM(JJT, AND) (3) PLANNED A GRADUAL WITI)AMMAL OF HIS
PCRCE FRG( SU"POT OF XING 11 IN OR=DB TO B3 PREPAME AND IN POSITION FO
THE NEXT SCHEDULID OPERATION (HOTFOOT?).

WHUL HIS ACTIONS IN SO DOING, IN THE LIGHT OF HINDSIGHT,
MIGHT APPEAR UNSOUND, IT MUST BE W M THAT AT THIS TIME HS WAS
UHNEM TWO •WSTONES-THS NECESSITY FOR COVOUNG AND SUPPORTING KIMG II
AND) THE, NKCITY OF READYING FOR HOTFOOT. AS OCGLSOMZPAC STATED,, IN

MEGA TO THE OOVERING AND SUPPORTING PHASE, "THE METHOD B! WHICH YOU
FULFILL THAT RESPONSIBILITY MESTS, OF COUSE, MIRSLY ON YOUR JIW"GN,**
SO CG(THIBDFLT FELT THAT WHAT HE HAD DONE WAS THE EM HE COULD DO UNDE
".HE CIRCUS3TAXCE5.

Homever, de t tnt fat, and in view of his
actions in the early monxing of the following day, it weems probable that
sometime before midnih•4t a\ question &rose 4n his uind as to the wiseness

" of his planned operations feor the morrow, for the searches which he hadi

ordered CTG 38.3 to condoat on that day were all from Area CONDOR and an
were to the WE (2900 - 35 0 (T)),uyrely touching the eastern shores of
Luion (300 miles); he had orm.red no searches through the Sib'qan Sea
although the Japanese forces contacted on this day could conceivably
arrive in the Coron Bay - Mindom Strait - Sibuyan Sea area by the next
morning. He co nced ptnderizZ the matter.

At 2400, in the N]2 JUM with TG 38.2, he was bearing
310 0 (T), distant seventy miles from Point l1CK.

* CTU 3O,5.1 Dispatch 4 •1045 October 1944 to CaK3UDLT, info 1ll
TFC's 3RDYLT, CTF's S7, 59, CTG 30.5.

* CSCW&3PAC Dispatch 2-124O October 1944 to C013RIXFLT, info
CMINCH, CINCPOA, C(eFI* 77, 38, CTG 38.1.
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CTG's 38.1, 38.2
and 38.4
October 22ad

(1) T? 38 (Fast Carrier Fame), October 22nd.

(a) Opmertiaos of CTGI' 38.1, 38.2 and 38.4.

(1) 9t the beginubg of the day CT 38.1, who a 0o
In t MW with TO 38.1, in company with CTO 38.4 in the VRA=Tji with TG
38°4, aw about 100 mile ea&t of Point U14M wwre, in accordance with
COVE?74nLT dispatch instrnutions issted October 20th, bm me to (a)
readew at 0600 with CTG 38.2, (b) asust a&ctioal eomid of the task
grous in ocmpma this day, and (a) operate in an area within a fifty-nili
rodius of Point READ!. He knew, since it m•a coataniend in the same
dispatch instructions, that CTQ 38.2 bad been direted to la.mch a morn1mg
&r-A afternoon 300-mile search in sector 290 - 360O(T).*

At 0M4 he mede radar contact with TG 38.2, bearing
230(T), distant thirty asile.** At thi time he directed all groure to
form fleet disposition 3W which wms finally effected by O309.NNN

At 0610 he noted aircraft being ,aUwunhed by TG 38.2
(actually, these planes wre being lamnhad by the ELNCOC).****. realised
that this 'me the search which Wad been ordered by CITIIRDnLT.* At 0644
he intercepted (a) C(OTHIRDFTU's request of OTG 38.2 for information
tonoerning the details of tho search plan, and (b) CTG 38.2's reply that he
had 1AM~hed a sevem-aector search through 2900 - 3600 (T) to 300 wiles.****

At 0725 C1G 38.4 detackod the BtLOfI, escorted by
the HEX and NICHOLSON,, to proceed with orders to report to TO 38.2 for
duty.***"*

At 0758 he (CTM 38.1) detached the MARSHALL also
to report to CTG 38.2.**

At 1000 the ILOXI Joined TG O .2.***

At 1023 he, as well as GTG 38.4, received a TBS
voife radi, message from C(MTHIHDFLT in which that conmander (a) directed
thow to proceed in cowpany this day in time to arrive at Point CONDOR at
0600 Cetober 23rd and there join TO 38.3 and (b) advised them that there

*C CK3RWFLT Dispatch 201222 October 1944 to CTF 38, GM 30.8 and all
TFC's And TOG'. of T? 38, idao CINCPAC, C(JSOWLSPAC, CTF 77, etc.
Wa.? Diary C'T 38.1, O.tober 22nd, 194A.

SWar Dary CMIS, Octobor 2nd, 1944.
SAction Report HANCOCK(, October 6th - 31st, 1944, Serilal 0100,

lovvemr .3rd, 1944, Annex K.
S** CC(3RDFLT TBS Voice Radio Message 22D644/I October 19414 te CTG 38.2

and CTG 38.2'a reply.
S** War Diary KIOM, October 22nd, 19"4.

War Diary BTITOI, October 22nd, 1944.
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would be further ord4or an the float brcasAast.* Since he would contimm
as OTC mid since Point COUM was about 20O miles IE ef his present
position, be oonotinued his routine air pato1 (CAP, ASP aind BUP) whil,
hoading geserally in an asterly dirotion.**

At 1025 be woted, as an Liorsatiuu addresses, that
CTG 38.2 bad received a TB voivo r•fto message from OTKTRDFLT directing
him to detach the HAN= to CTM 38.1 for t*porary duty prior to the
departure of that task gromp (for Poi• t C*•C). (In accordance with
this dispatch,, MT 39.2 at 1105 by visual dispeatc directed (a) the M0"/
escorted by the S)MHAM and UMDrMU to proceed at 1300 to join CTQ .1,
and (b) upon oc1etiou e,.' this esoorting task the two destro, re wm(to
rejoin ?G 38.2)~.0** Ip

At 1142 he learned that (a) 070 38.2, having been
to*A by his search plans upon recovery that the weather conditions to the
north and mest were most unfavorable for flying, bad advised CW(THIMFLT
bF TBS voice raio to this effect and bhd re that the afternow..
search in .canelled3,0"NOR and (b) at .50 0GTIM4IRDFLT had &pprovad of I,hi
reimdattic and had directed CTG 38.2 to proceed to Point MIC foT
foeling to arrive at 0700 the following mornig.**I*

Although the above TBS voice radio eavages were -.o
CT0 36.2, they were, -very likely, intercepted by both CT.'!¶-s 38.1 and 38.4
who were in comany. CTG 38.1 now knoe that at this tze CT; 38.2 was
detached and ws proceeding independe &l.y. For this reason, this latter
task group will be treated as an independent unit for the resainder of the

By 1225, the MNCOCQ morning search, (consisting of
amp each VF aid YB) which bad ima-e no conta'cts, Md been recovered.*******

At 1457 the KIACOAX, which hMA been detached frco
TG 38.2. joined his task groop (TG 38.1).*f*****

At 1535 HUM reJoined TO 38.4..**41W49

* CCM3RDFLT TBM Voice Radio Message 22OU5 Octobcr 1944 to =t0'o
38.1, 38.4, info CM 38.2.

** Deck Log WASP, October 22Ži, 1944.
OC•( YTFLT TBS Voice Radio Kessage 22D121 October 1944 to CTG
38.2, info CTG 38.1.
CTG 38.2 Visual Dispatch 22)205 October 1944 to STOGUM,

M BMU, HKAOO([, info COI3MDLT.
CTG 38.2 TBM Voice Radio Moasage 221142/I October 1944 to
CO(3DInYT.

***" 0C(a3OZLT TB Voloe Radio Message 221150/I October 19"4 to
CTG 8.2.j *e*•*** •r Diary HANCOCX, October 22nr, 1944.

**=:=: War Diary H)J4, October 22nd, 1944.£ 580
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At 1706 bh received COCMTIUFLT' m dispatch 220218
(quoted in fall under "Operations of C0MTIRDFLT, October 22adw) giving
nisructions for bUAivg vp fron theM NM AU and STZW(R BAT the VY strength

of +.be (a) FR~AWII and lrZFMto fifty-four VY, (b) H1WSC0 also to
fifty-four VF, as practicale.,*

At 1732 be, as we•l as CTG 38.4, received C MTZD-
FLT' s dispatch to wLIch that oanziter had referred in his morning TBS W)ice
radio n@Wsa. Tide dispatch directed TG 38.1, plus RAN= in eomaq
with TG 38.4 plus VASUINMO, MAAAM, M IV 100, to depart Point COMD•(
it 0600 October 23rd, to (a) proceed Ulithi to arrive 0600 October 25th,

tb) rearm, fuca, prrwision, and (a) to be ready for sea at dawn
October 29th.**

At 1910 be received, aL an information addresees,
the -rders from C IErU T transferring COWATPAC in WASHIK TON with the
AABUM and 1•VSD 100 from TG 38.3 to TO 38.4.*I*

At 2055 he intercepted COfTHIHDFLT' s dispatch
advising CINCPAC of his preatent (1417 October 22nd) intention to send two
carrier groups to Ulithi October 25th to 29th and two groups there October
29th to November 3rd. Be realised that., with this dispatch, TF 38 had now
returned to the basic eMloymant schedule**** with the exception that TG' s
N8.1 and 38.4, rather than TG's 38.2 and 38.3, were the first two groups to
be ordered to Ulithi.

From sunrise to sunset each group maintained
routine air patrols consisting of a CAP of eight VF, an AbP of four VT, and
a SUAMP of four VT and four VP (CTG 38.1 maintained a CAP of twelve VF until
early afternoon presumably reducin to eight as he p&oc.3.ded to withdraw
to Point CDa$.*'***

During the day the disposition made (a) two enemy
air contactsU***W* and one interception on a land attack plane Which

SOOL3RDYLT Dispatch 220248 October 1944 to CTG6s 38.1, 38.4, info
CT= 38, C(KAIR7THFLT (Logistics), CTU 30.8.12.
C(M3RDFLT Dispatch 220219 October 1944 to CTG's 38.1, 38.4, info
CCMINCH, CIhCPAC, all TFC's and TGC's 3RHDFLT, etc.

* C(]M3RDFLT Dispatch 220214 October 1944 to CTGtis 38.2, 38.3, info
COiNCH, CIMCPAC, all TIC's and TGC's 3MDFLT, etc.

4*5* sTCAaTA •7 iC (CTF 38) Operation Order No. 11-44, Serial
00020, October lst, 1944, Annex C, Zoployment Schedule.

S1 Action Report WIZP, Operations against Okinawa, Kiyako Jima, Worthern
Luzon, Forso.a, Manila Bay Area, Leyte, Support of Battle of Leyte
G(kf, and nemy Naval Units Western Visayas, October 2nd - 27th,
1944, Serial 0040, October 2Sth, 1944; also War Diary H(OMET,

7 October 22ad, 1944.
War' Diary CTG 38.4, October 22nd, 1944.
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escaped In the clouds,* and (b) two soud contacts (DUNLAP at 0215,
FAWKLT at 2212)1,e* both of which proved to be false.

At 2400, on course 10O(T), speed sixteen knots,
his two task groups were in a mean position of Latitude 149 - A81N,
Longitude 128 - 40Z., bearing (mean) 2810(T), distant 100 alles frow
Point COhM. At this time TG 38.1 had a total of 187 VF, 67 VB and 72 VT
and TO 38.A a total of 109 VF, 44 VB and 54 VT.

(2) CTG 38.2, with TG 38.2, camenced operating
independently at 1150 although he remained wall within range of CTG 38.1.

At 1158, in accordance with instructions from
CKTHIRDT, he detached the HANCOCK with orders to report to CTG 38.1.***
At 1354 the HANCOCK, escorted by the destroyers STOCKHAh and WEDIUWURN,
departed in accordance with the above orders.e**

Having received, at 1304, a request from COITHIRDFLT
for a plane to go to Pelolieu,**** and having at 1325 recomunded the
BUNI= HILL,***** he received at 1406 author.ty to employ that carrier
which would be released to him when fueled on the following morning.*I***
He therefore, at 1435, issued preliminary instructions thereon to the
BUNE HflL.*IHN**

At 1449 he issued his fueling plan for the next
morning,4****** and at 1800 he noted that the STOCKHAM and WEDDERBURM,
which bad completed their escorting asaignment, had rejoined the

•:* for ation.*• = a : -

From sunrise to sunset he maintained a CAP of
twelve VP and a SNASP of four VF and four VT in addition to the morning
search to 300 miles in the northwest sector. He made no enemy contacts.

At 2400 on course 073 0(T), speed sixteen knots, he
was bearing 310 0(T), distant seventy miles from Point KICK. At this time
TG 38.2 had a total of 137 VF, 47 VB and 53 VT.

* War Diary CTG 38.1, October 22Wd, 1944; also Action Report WASP,

Operations against Okinawa, Miyako Jima, Northern Luzon, Formosa,
Manila Bay Area, Leyte, Support of Battle of Leyte Gulf, and
Enemy Haval Units Western Visayas, October 2nd - 27th, 1944,
Serial 0040, October 26th, 1944.
War Diary DESRON 46, October 22nd, 1944.
War Diary HANCOCK, October 22nd, 1944.
(OXI3RDFLT TBS Voice Radio Message 220404 October 1944 to CTG 38.2.
CTG 38.2 Visual Dispatch 220425 October 1944 to C(K3RDFLT.
CCM43RDFLT Visual Dispatch 220506 October 1944 to CTG 38.2.

SCTG 38.2 Visual Dispatch 220535 October 1944 to BUNKER HILL,
info C(X3RDFLT.

SCTG 38.2 Visual Dispatch 220549 October 1944 to TG 38.2.
t **** War Diary DESHON 53, Occober 22nd, 1944.
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(b) OPerations of CT 38.3, October 22nd.

At the beginning of the day CTG 38.3, with TO 38.3,
m about 120 miles west of and en route to Point NICK to fuel and receive
uaaceamst aircraft from units of TG 30.8 (Replenishment Group).*

At 0545 he rendesvoused in Latitude 140 366 M,
Longitude 1.29 - 32og, with the fueling group which included nine oilers
(SiWaOO SCIUTMnX ., USCAMBIA, YMOVIUGHRLA, T(MAHAWU, KSNNEBGO, CHIAKAIA,
PATUXWN, PEC), and two excort carriers (INE TA BAY and SARGENT BAY),
and a =nber of screening destroyers and destroyer units. There were no
replacement carriers with this grmop as the SIMO BM had departed
October 21st.

At 0628 he comencod fueling on course 1050(T), speed
ten knots.** Although his carriers required five replacement aircraft and
had nineten flyable dudas** which should have been exchanged for new air-
craft, there were none available. Consequently, he received no new air-
craft and therefore retained all of his flyable duds which he now either
bad to operate without or make fit for combat.

At U28 he advised CTF 38 that, in view of the lack
of any instructions, upon completion of fueling he intended to return to
Point IUSADT unless directed otherwise by that commander.

At 1135 he ordered CTG 30.8 to proceed as previously
directed and he met his own group on course 280 0(T) toward Point READY.

At 1635 he received COMTHIRDFLT' s dispatch instructing
his group (a) to proceed to Point COMMD (Latitude 13' - 55'N, Longitude
1300 - 15'K) to arrive at 0600 Item October 23rd, (b) to rervezvous there
with TG's 38.1 and 38.4, at which time CCKBATPAC, in WASHINGTON with
ALABMA and MWIV 100 (COGSWEL, CAPERTOMN, INGEWSOLL, KNAPP), was to
report to CTG 38.4 for temporary duty, and (c) to operate in Area CONLDR
and maintain morning and afternoon search in sector 2800 - 3509(T) to a
distance of 300 aileO.*WN*

At 1732 he learned that CXKTH1RDFLT now planned, on
the following surning, to retire TG's 38.1 plus HANCOCK and 38.4 plus
WASRINQTON, ALABAKA and DEDIV 100 to Mlithl to arrive October 25th.*•*0

/COK3RIDFLT Dispatch 201222 October 1944 to CTF 33, all TGC's of TF 38,
Ca(14THFLT, CTG 30.8, info C(aNCH, CINCPAC, all TFC'a and TGCts 3RDFLT.

5* War Diary LEXUMGMON, October 22nd, 1944.
** Flyable duds were considered those aircraft incapable of properly

performig• their mission without being repaired.
S' CUK3RUFLT Dispatch 220214 October 1944 to CTG's 3e.2, 38.3, info

OCULINCH, CIMCPAC, all TFC's and TGC' s 3RDFLT, etc.
U 0�'COI3RFLT DispaLch 220719 October 1944 to CTG1s 38J1 and 38.4, info

CCOINCH, CINCPAC, all TC'3 and TOC's 3RDFLT, etc.
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At 180, having recovered his plan.*, he headed at
eventeen knots via a circuitous route to rendssvous with TG's 38.1 and 38.4

the next norning at Point CONDOR (Diagram D). He steamed on course 1500 (T)
until 2330 when he changed course to 060 0 (T).*

Because of his fueling operations, his air operations
for the day were limited. Except for the usual CAP and ASP, his only air
operations consisted of four night fighters from the ESSEX for a two-hour
training exercise, which planes were recovered at dawn.

From sunrise to sunset he maintained a CAP of eight
VF and an ASP of four VB/VT; in addition, during fueling and until noon,
he maintained a three-plane inner ASP flown first by the rHENTA BAY
and then by his cruiser planes (082U KINGIISHER).**

He made no enwq contacts and lost no aircraft nor
pilots during the day from eneW action, although one VF from the LUKUY
suffered an operational casualty, and one VF frow the LEIUNGTON was
jettisoned because of previous combat damsme.NHH

At 2400 CTG 38.3, on course O600(T), speed seventeen,
ms about forty miles south of his 0600 rendesvous position (Point 0OOND).

At this tine TG 38.3 had a total of 137 VF, 55 VB and 54 VT.

SDeck Log ES3MX, :)ctober 22nd, 1944.
SWar Diary 0 1G 38.3, October 22ri, 144.
SWar Diary IANGLtY, October 22.d, 1944; also Deck Log LEXIGITXON,

October 22nd, 1944.
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CTG 30,5
October 22nd

(3) Operatlons of OTO 30.5 (Air Search,, Reonnaissance and
Photographic Group), October 22rd.

CTG 30.5, as on previous days, continued his air searches

from Kossol fasage, Saipan and Tinian as shown on Diagram D.

At 0857 he requested that, since the O000-mile search with
the PM4Y was an emrgency procedure requiring an extreme overload take-off,
he be authorised to reduce all P84Y searches-NW quadrant from Tinian-to
800 miles as soon as the iergency was over.*

This diapatch is of interest in that it would appear that
CTG 3Yý.%5 who it will be recalled was in the HAKEIN at flithi, believed
that bis pla;nes were actually flying the 1000-mile searches from Tinian
when, in fact (as pointed out under "Operations of CTG 30.5, October 21st"),
most of them were ore likely flying searches to about an 870 mile radius.

At 1027 he advised COAIRPAC that two of his three squadrons
based on Tinian were experiencing a critical shortage of spare parts and
flight crews.**

At 1230 a plane in sector 3260 - 335 0 (T) from Tinian reported
sighting at 1215 two unidentified enemy warships (later amplified as being
two destroyers) in Latitude 260 - 30'N, Longitude 1380 - 1319, on course
250 0(T), speed twenty-five knots, and that at time of sighting the warships
changed course to 1600 (T).***

What these ships were is not known as the Japanese records
available to this analysis are silent on this point. However, the chances
are that they were small auxiliaries returning possibly from Iwo Jima.

At some time between 1100 and 1230, depending upon whekther
the sector was flown clockwise or counterclockwise, the two planes in
sectors 2990 - 30 °(T) and 3060 - 317°(T) should have made visuaL or radar
contact on the Japanese Main Force (Plate XVI, and Diagram D) but failed to
Jo so.

Since it is most unlikely that a patrol plane with rada.-
functioning would have failed to contact a force of that magnitude, exctipt
under the most adverse weatber conditions, it seems clear that either (a)
the Japanese Main Force was not in the NW sector at this time, or (b)
the patrol planes concerIved did not fly within visual or radar range of the
force by reason of eithar (1) faulty navigation, or (2) by havi4,, failed Lo

* CTG 30.5 Dispatch 212357 October 1944 to OCM3RDFLT.
-I CTC 30.5 Dispatch 22)127 October 1944 to C(MAIRPAC, Unfo CtI3RDFLT,

MCT 30.5.3, etc.
*0* 49V223 Dispatches 2.2033O and 22X)030 October 194 to officer

controllirg F]ight V2-23.
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fly the full distance-which means having flown a distance so short that
even radar search along the course (about eighty miles for a convoy)* was
ineffective. (In the aircraft action reports reviewed, the searches were
reported an being usually flown at low altitudes, i.e., about 2000 feet,
although altitudes varying from 1000 to 6000 feet were recorded. Under
ordinary atmospheric conditions an altitude of 5000 feet would have to be
flown to gain radar contact on a surface object at a distance of eighty'•, s~iloes).•

What are the facts? As regards item (a) there is no
doubt an to the location of the Japanese Main Force. There are numerous
positions available which clearly show that the track of the force closely
approximated that shown on Diagrrz D and therefore at 1050 the force was
about 900 miles from Tinian.

As regards item (b)(1), it is considered that patrol
plane navigation should have been accurate to within approximately thirty
miles but, to avoid undue conjecture steming from the insufficiency )f
evidence available on this day to confirm or dispute this postulgtion,
it will be given little weight in the discustsion to follow; as regard;
item (b)(2), this problem will be analyzed in a nuvor similar to that
employed under "q•erations of CTG 30.5, October 21at".

" ~In, examining the master flight logo for VPB's 102, 116
and 117 (those squadrons responsbile for flying the searches under
discussion), the actual time on search for the planes averages out to
11.9 hours. This shows that the search planes on this day averkged even
less range than did the planes on the prewous day. However, this was
not as serious as it was on the previous day because on this day, as pointed
out above, the Main Force was 100 miles inside the 1000-mile circle.

Analysid of the minimum flight tixo which could have made
contact (employing radar) gives 11.9 hours. This is based on the fact
that a plaie flying for that many hours at 150 knots grounrd speed should
cover approi•rimately 1800 miles. Since the crossleg was 100 miles, this
wouli leave 8Y0 miles the extreme limit of search. Assuming that at
the tbne the patrol plane was at its outer limit, the Main Force was 100
miles inside the search circle, there would be a difftjnce of fifty miles
to be searched by radar, rhis was within the radar capabi]ities of the
day although it was usitinctly marginal.

Since all but three of the search p~anes itr the NW
sector flew distanrces greater than this, It '.ecame necessary to examine
these three planies to discover whether or not one or two of them could

" A ntl--3zuharinc Instructions, United States Fleet (iZ-S3), Department
of the Navy, Oflo of the Chief of Nara L Operations, 1947, Chapter
A), Page 20-1,

*~ kM'DrcHTabi~5.
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ba"e been at fault. The masWr flight logo show that these three planes
flew 11.9, U.6 and 7.5 hours. Clearly, then, the 11.9-hour tlight
being margina). was suspect, whereas the planes which flew 11,6 and 7.5
huars, and particularly the latter, were more than suspect.

Mindful of this, letters of interrogation were written
to each of the patrol plan. comaders flying this day for whoa there
was not already information available. Of those mho replied, none were
able to positively identify the sector. One pilot reported that his
flight inclvAed five hours of instrument flying, thereby introducing
the factor of reduced visual search but not necessarily that of reduced
radar covvreg.

Based on the foregoing, it cannot be stated categorically
that any specific plane flew short of the force a sufficient distance to
prleclude contact.

Hmwever, from these letters, and from certain other
information available to this analysis, it can be stated categorically
that:

(a) At least three of the search planes in the NW quadrant
from Tinian flew searches short enough to preclude, or make doubtful,
radar contact on the Main Force;

(b) 'The planes of tho carrier ZUIKAKU did not contact
any navy P841-1's ("%Oerations of (omumader Main Force, October 22nd");

(a) The weather was good in the vicinity of the Main
Force.*

Therefore, it seems likely that (a) the plane in the
critical sector and the plane in the less critical sector adjacent
thereto did not fly sufficiently far to gain contact, and (b) these
planes were one or more of the three above referred to. Whether or not
this was reported to their imnediate superiors is not known since the
usual daily search sumary for tUis eector, if made, cannot be locat'do

4 However, at this poi.t it seems wise to emphasise the
fact that while the above, as stated, heem3e likely, it may not be entirely
correct. This seems so for there was a ttindency within the patrol
plane squadrone flyl4 the NW search from Tinian to deviate fxvC th6eir
assignod search missions to attack ahipping and shipping facilities.

A case in point occurred on this e"ry day in this very
search sector. Two planes flying the Iwo Jima or "hot" sector attacked
enmre shipping in the vicinity of Kito Iwo Jima (about forty miles north

* War Diary ISUZU, October 22i., 1944.
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of Iwo Ju.m). On their retiurn they roýerted having flown to 1000 mi].es.
Bas.d on the factors submitted in their reports, it is clear tuat it
we not possible for them to have made the attack on Kito Iwo Jima and
then tn have completed the 1000 mile aea.ých. Therefore, it is clear that
the p4.ne commandere flew a muchi shorter distance than they reported.*

Tho conduct of these plane coimandera wa similar to the
conduct of the plane commnaiers of other commands commented on earlier
in this analysis and notably those from (a) TG's 38.1 and 38.2, who
deviated from their search missions to attack enemy aircraft on Gutober
16th, and (b) TF 73 who deviated from Search Plan FOX on Octobur 19th,
and again on October 20th, to attack enemy shipping and aircraft, Sinc-
this was contrary to their recently issued special instructions,,* and to
long standing general J3structions,9%0 and since no adverse action appears
to have been taken against them by tbeir squ 1ron and task group commanders
even though their actions did interfere wi _.heir search missions, it
must be assumed that the latter commanders t only condoned but
"encouraged such deviations. This aas~mpto,,, ii. this case. is babed on
the fact that in their forwarding endorsements to tae reports if the
aforementione l plane commanders (a) the squadron commander, &P..er stating,
among other item, that the primary mission of reconna.4 sance could not be
sacrificed to the interests of attacking enemy shipping with satisfactory
bomb loads, then went on to say that "this restriction against attacking
is certainly deleterirzr to the morale of the aggrest'ive type of pilot
who desires to do his share in the war. It further undermines the morale
of the crew sembers who have laboriously trained as gunners and bombadiers
to be prevented from employing their weapons against the enemy. Rdar
operators are becoming thore(-4hly disgusted when they - ntact tar~geti. but
no action is taken due to th, fact that the plane has o bom!.s, does not
have the proper bowbs, or cannot risk an attack due to the fact that there
are insufficient spare parts at the base for repairing davage to the
aircraft", (b) ;:G 30.5 simply stated that this was a "pers .vtent and
successful bombitg aid trafing attack against enemy shipping fi 2 a low
level", and (c) CCKL-.Z'JDFLT mude no woment.

THE 1L KFECT OF ACTIONS AND OPITNLfOS SUCH AS THESE AND
AN IMPORTA!4NT BAMTTE LFSSON RESULTING THEREFRCM lKS BESN DISCUS SEMD t"ER
"OPERATIONS OF C~' 73, CvTOENh 20TH". HOWEVER, ... C...~ OF TI* AHO&
srAT4ENTS OF THE SQUADRON CORMANDM WHICH SH(O CLEARLY THAT HE DID NOT
FULLY UNDERSTAND THE REASONS MOR THE RESTRICTIONS AGAINST AITACKINu
TARGETS WHEN ON PATROL-I.E., ryfID NOIT UNDERSTAND IN WHAT MANN(ER HWS
SKRARCHK OONTRIBUTED TO THE ACCGtLISHIMNT Or THE STRATEGIP, AIM, iT SEEM
M L TO EMPHASIZE HERE THE ý&XýZSITY FOR CGHMANYMS TO INS•RE THAT TI{EIR

*Aircra't Action Report No. 6, VPB 117, October 22nd 19.4, Serial 098,
October 31st, 1944.

** Special Instructions for Search Pianos - Aircrift Seventh Fleet.
Serial 000167, October 15th, 1944.

*U-• Current Tactlcal Order and Doctrine, U.S. Fleet Aircraft (IJSF-76)
(hevised), V'1)uie ITI, Patrol A.ircroft, 0targraph .- 102, prepared by
Cowmander Aircraft Scouting Force, Febhuary, LVI,..
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SUMDINATES FULLY UNIARSTAND THIS MATTER. FAILARE TCO DO 30 AS HE
KUM(PLIFIED MAY CAUSE BREAKDOM IN MOALE, AND WVEN D.iLOYALTY.

WHATE M MAY HAVE EM THE REAL MEA3OW FOR FAILING TO
DISCOVER THE MAIN FORCE THE GREAT YAGT RE•AIMS THAT THE MAIN FORCE WAS
IN THE SAARCH AREA AND WAS NOT LOCATED BY A SEARCH DESIGNED TO DISCLOSE
THE PRESECE OF EVEN LESSER TARGETS.

THUS THE CRITICISMS AND EVEN PREDICTIONS MADE OF PREMIOUS
DAYS AND REFEUM TO ABOVE REGAING THE INDEPENDENT ACTIONS OF PATROL
PLANES IN ARBITRARILY DEPARTING FRCM THEIR ASSIGNED SEARCHES TO ATTACK
AND DESTFOY EN194Y AIRCRAFT HAD NOW BECCFX REALITIES.

At 1544, having determined that air facilihies at Peleliu
and Ulithi were now ready for the flight echelon of certain marine air units
scheduled to be deployed to these bases, he requested that orders be issued
for these units to move forward.*

Sometime during the early evening he received (a) a warning
from CCMTHIRDFLT to the effect that within the next four daya he anticipated
considerable increase in enemy submarine activity in the Philippine Sea
vicinity of Pagan and Marianas and cautioning all hands to be particularly
alert and to report immediately probable contacts.** Since this was addressmt
to THIRDFLT for action, he did not feel that any imple•mnting instructions
were necessary, (b) reporms from several of his search unit commanders as
followas: (1) from CTU 30-5.1 to the effect that the seaplanes searching the
60O-mile sector 3000 - 36d0 (T) from Kossol Passage bad completed their
searches to the full distance with a coverage of 100 per cent-* and (2) from
CTU 30.5.2 ..o the effect that the PV's and P1141s searching the 60O-mile sectt•
3530 - 0630 (T) from 3aipan/Tinian had completed their searches to the full
distance with a coverage of 100 per cent except sectors 3530 - 0030(T),
0330 - 0430 (T), 0430 - 0530 (T) and 053) - 063 (T) where the coveriage was
eighty per cent, ninety-five per cent, seventy-five per cent and seventy per
cent respectively with no explanation given for the reduced coverage.**Va

As has been previously noted, he appears to have received
no reports regarding thŽ searches to the northwest of Tinian, nur did he
riceive any reports concerning the PV searched to the southeast of Tinian.

-CTG 30.5 Dispatch 220644, October 1944 to CCMAIR7TTWLT, CTF's 57, 59

info CO)M3RDFLT, CCRAIRPAC, etc., also C(WFWDARKA Operation Plar No.
7-4.4, Serial 01477, October let, 1944; R. Sherrod, History of Marine
Corps Aviation in World War 11, (Combat Forces Press, 1952), Page 257.

** OC43HDFL,'r Dispatch 220805 October 1914J4 to 3)D0FLT, info CINCPAC,
jOrF 77, C(iQS0WSPAC.

S** CTU 30.5.1 Distatch 2Z1045 October 1944+ Lo CCM3RDFLT, info all TFCI,
3XDFLT CTGF' s 57, 59 and CTG 30.5.

**•* crTU 30.5.2 Dispatch 220838 October 1944 to CCM3SDFi.T, infr all TFC's
W31)FL¶L, CTF~s 57, 59 and CTG 30.5.
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(2) Operations of CTF 17 (Sulabrine Force Pacific), October 22nd.

By 0518 (when it was received oy CTG 38.1) CT 17 received his
first contact report, but not from one of his own suinarines. Instead,
it was a dispatch from CTF 71 reporting a submarine contactt on three
large unidentified ships estimated to be cruisers at 0200 fr Latitude
7O0 - 31'N, Longitude U50 - 221E (mest of Balabac Strait), on course

020 0(T), apeed twenty-one knots* (Plate XXIIII, Contact 6).

At 0332 (when it was received by CGITHIRDFLT) he received a
dispatch from the SEADHAGON reporting a contact at 2335 October 21st on one
"carrier and four unidentified ships in Latitude 210 - 47' N, Longitude
1L18 0 - 36'E, on course 210o(T), spe-d nineteen knots, and stating that she
had scored two timed hit* in the carrier but was forced down by escorts
and unable to observe results** (Contact 5),

He now had reports of (a) one CV, three CA's, four DD's at 1530
October 21st in Formosa Strait beading HE• (b) three nrobable cruisers at
0200 oest of Balabac Strait on course 0206(T) and (c) one CV and four
iunidentified ships on course 2100 (T) SW of Formosa. What he thought this
pertended in not known but, since he had informwtion to the effect that
japanese oilers had been ordered to Coron Bay, it seems likely that he
considered iw a poseiblity that the units reported in items (b) and (c)
were heading for that bay or perhaps for Manila and if he considered it a
possiblity that the units contained in items (a5 and (c) wmre one and the
"saae (actually they were separate forces, one heading for Japan, the other
was beading for Manila Day) lie could then visualize the possible
concentration at Coron Bay or Manila Bay as one IV, six CA/CL' s I nd four
DDMI. Knowing, as he did, that there wece TF 17 submarines in Areas
DELETE and DESTROY he hoped to hea&r further relative to item (c).

About this time, knowing that the SKATE bad termin,..ted her patrol
and departed her station in Area ABDUCT, he appears to have Issued routing
instructiors for her to proceed to Pearl. Parbor.**-*

Shortly after noon he received an amplLfying report from CTF 71
stating that the chasing submarine had lost contact at 0800 on the three
)arge sY',)b in Latitude 090 - 23'N, Longitudie 1150 - 20'E (Dangerous Ground),
on cours 3320(T), speed twentyr-one knots, and that the tops of one dimly
seen was probably a battleshikp***- (Contact 9). Although this contact was
in Dangerous Ground where the navigational dangers were not well known, he
could see that in addition Lto the original conce.pt of a rendezvous at Coron
Bay or Manila Bay there was a possibility of a rendezvous in the Scuth China
Sea as well, witk the force contacted earlier by the SEADRAGON.

* CIF 71 Dispatch 211011 -t.•ber 19A44 to CINCPAC, CTF 17, etc.
%4 SEAil tAGOu Dispatch . uctober 1944 to CTF 17.
*1* War Patrol Report SKATAJ, Report of 6TH War PatrAl, 3erial 052,

Novvl"e.r 2nd, 1944.
*** CTI. 73 Dimpat•h 220207 October 1944 to CINCPAC, CT? 17, CCM3RDFI.T, etc,
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At 1M2 he issued a movement notice to some of his submarines. In
this notice he included., among others, the PARKCH, SAILFISH and HARBEL in
Saipan safety lass; BOADWISH eastbound in Latitude 20° - 4501, Longitude
126 - 0913; WHALE and SHC•RM eastbound in Latitude 220 - 00'1, Longitude
1510 - 00'1; and HADD0OC, HALIBUT and TUNA westbou in Latitude 190 - 00'N,
Longitude 1330 - MOE.* Although not stated in the notice, in checking the
diagram (Diagram 2) it is clear that these positions must have been
predicted for *'.al following day, although in the latter two cases the
positions w*x from 120 to 240 xlis out of actuml position.

At 1231 his force comunication officer suggested to =TO 17.7 that,
effective O" Ottober 23rd, he issue instructions to his teadors and
oubmar'ine tc. guard certain frequencies.**

During the day he appears to have received information of a contact
on the procedIn day on enemy warships in Latitude 280 - 13 1N, Longitude
138'- - 15iE (NW of the Bonins) for at 1656 he advised the SEA FOX, which
was operating in this area, of the contact.W**

Li the, late afternoon he learned that the FOURFEUTH Air Force
daylight search for this day had been turned back by weather and that the
night search would likely be cancelled alsoN4HN- This me oi some concern
to hia for it temporarily eliminated a source of information for use by his
submarines.

At 1842 te informed his command, among other items, (a) that the
BONEFISH had joined, and (b) of the SEADRAGON's ,report of two timed hits
in a heavily escorted carrier off Formosa.****

At 1854 ie amended his order of the previous day, in which he
extended the SNO(OK s patrol until October 31st, to read that she would
remain with the SMARK wolf pack unti- completion of that. pack' s patrol
at sunset November 7th.*W*E** This approximated the date of November 10th
requested by the SNOCK on October 20th.

Later he also received (a) the dispatch frcm the DRUM reporting
three AASHIC-clais destroyers at 1745 in Latitude 1I° - 33 N, Longitude
LU•o - 521E, on course 180 0(T), speed estimated at twenty-five knots******
(Plate XM1!1, ContacA 12); although this was an interesting contact, he
could see that these ships had b. -ow crossed into the SOWESPAC area of

* CTF 17 Dispatch 2Y03Z1 October 19 to all interested comm-r-e.

CTF 17 Dispatch 220331. October 194, to CTG 17.7.
CTF 17 Dispatch 220756 October 1944 to SEA FOX.
CCHWAVGRPCKIMA Dispatch 220741 October 1944 to COMSOWRSPAC, info
CIMCPAC, COX3RDFLT.

S*5** CTF 17 Dispatcn 220942 October 1944 to all submarines.
*.*• •CM 17 PVispatch 220954 October 1944 to all submarines.
***** DRKU Dispatch 221037 October 194 to CTF 17, SWAISH and

SIC)Y-'IF
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responsibility (Latitude 180 - 30_ V), and (b) a dispatch froe the SU DW,
patrolling Area AMDON of KAM NOR=GJ, reporting (1) a lar-i conuoy with
numrous esoors in Tatitude 290 - IB'S, Longitude 1290 - 4,5019, at 0730,
on -re 2.us (T), speed Mn•e knots, and (2) two hite in a cargo ship,*
(Contact 8). From the fact that this repart had been long delayed in
receipt, he eould aee tkat the 3i3A DOG had either beet forced down or
bad chosen to submerge for the day befors sending this report.

During this tiz, he learned t•at OTHIBDLT anticipated considerable
increase in enem submarine activity in the Philippine Sea, in the vicinity
of Palau and the Marianas within tie next few days, In the case of the
Marianas, this was particularly important news, for Saipan, being art
advanced sucsarine bass, was being used by friendly submarines ar confusion
could result.**

Near the end of the day he rece4 yed another contact, report (qwted
under "SHARK, BLACKFISH, SEADRIGGOtV', this time arom the SHAMX, to the effect
that she was amplifring an earlier contact Yeport for rhiri she bad
received no acknowledgement m4 stating, in part, that she bad contacted
four large ships and tnree additional ships at 0630 on eoui-ýe 190o(T), speed
twenty-two knots (Contact 7) and further reporting that the SAIRAGOV
claimed two timed hits in the carrier.*** It seem highly proba le, from
this dispatch and from the fact that the SHARK and SADWRAGON weri in the
same wolf pack,, that CT? 17 realize4d that both reports referred t-, the sa&e
Japanese task force in which a,-\e "here was evidence that the carrier had
been disabled and had fallen out of formation. He likely expected to hear
more about the carrier.

ks indicated both by the contents of this dispatch and by the delay
in receipt frm time of contact, C1F 17 could see that the SHARK had
attempted to deliver this message wsny hours earlier and had correctly
retransmitted it when failing to receive an acknowledgement on the Fox
broadcast schedule.

About this same time he received still another contact report. The
ICEFISH (in a message delayed due to ccmunication difficulty)**** reported
"two heavy cruisers and three destroyers in Latitude 190 - 441%, Longitude
1180 - 11'E, at 0930, on course 1601(T), speed sixteen knots, (Coutact 10).
Unable to close".***** She also stated it was the only contact to date
and requested an extension of patrol.

At the end of the day CT? 17 could now summarize his days contacts
and evaluato the enemy movements. Unfortunately, due to difficulty in

* SEA DOG Dispatch 220149 October 1944 to CTF 17, info MAR. MORGUE.
CCM3RDFLT Dispatch 220805 October 1944 to 3ROFLT, info Cf£NCPAC.

** SSHARK Dispatch 221410 October 1944 to CTF 17, info CX43RDLT.
SWar Patrol. Report ICEFLIH, Report of IST War Patrol, Serial 011,

November 13th, 1944.
,**•E IeFdISH Dispatch 221301 October 1944 to CTF 17.
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one form or another, all reports of the important combatant forces were
dolayed, bt In plotting the contacts and evaluating the contact reports
he cmold estimate that the .3nouaots of the SADRAON, SHARK and ICMISH
were probably the a force and he amld also see that this force had
changed course from 210(T) through south to the firna course of If(T)
with various speeds of sixteen to twnty-tw knots. The final course of
1600(T) now indicated a jwesible doetiostion of -the Manila or Coron area

instead of a rendesvous in the South China Se. He aould see by the
11R1'. contact on three destroyers that they were operating separately
but cot,Id have the now destirntion as the larger force.

If this was his estimate it was correct for (a) the contacts made
by the SPADRAGON, SHARK sad IMWISH although somewhat diesimilar as
regurs cw.POitVioS were all on the saw force-the Japanese SECO0
Striking Force which was en route Manila, and (b) the contact made by
the DMIM was on Japanese DESDIV TKWY-OUE also on route Manila.

Thus, if he had had any qualms concerning the fact that he had
returned many of his submarines from their special recomaissanwe stations
to their normal antishipping stations, these contacts would have dispelled
them. This seems so for (a) his submarines, even in their normai stations
were continuing to contact enemy combatant forces and (b) the enemy forces
so far contacted were of limited size and composition.

(a) CONVOY COLLSE.

The submarines SAWFISH, ICEFISH, DRUM (in one coordinated attack
group-wolf pack); SHARM, BLACQFISH, SEADRAGON (in another); with the SNOOK
operating independently; patrolled CONVOY COQLLZ as before. All submarines
experienced very heavy seas, strong winds, and reduced visibility* which
made operations during the day difficult.

(1) SAWFISH, ICEFISH, DRUM.

This coordinated attack group (wolf pack) patrolled Area
DEL=X, operating on the surface during darkness and submerged during
daylight.~*

(a) The wolf pack cotmanoder, who was also the Cosonanding
Officer SAWFISH, ccmmencing about midnight heard numerous voice 'adio
reports between the units of the SHARK wolf po.ck (well to the northward)
relating to contacts on and tracking of an enty force which, after a time,
he determined to be a contact on a carrier force heading southwest at speeds
from fifteen to twenty-two knots. He estimated, by plotting, that he could
not close the contact under ..he present conditions of the sea and felt that
by remaining where he was he had as good a chance of interception as he would
by moving to the westward. He therefore decided to remain in the same

SWar Patrol Report ICKFISH, Report of IST War Patrol, SeriaL 011,
November 13th, 1944.

** Deck Logs SAWFISH, ICWFiH, DRIM , October 22nd, 1944.
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geerl area to his ultimate disappointment for the last course given for
tte carrier mas 210(T) *which left us out in the cold".*

Actuwllyp this was not an eneo carrier force but mw,
instlsa4, the Japanese 33= Striking Force en route from Mako to Manila
consisting at this time of two heavy cruisers,, one light cruiser, and four
destroyers,

Why the wolf pack c€ander in the SAWFISH did not
endeavor to obtain more information from the wolf pack c€aznder in the
SHAM is not known. Perhaps he Wxpected the latter mmander to broadcast
the informtion on 450 kes in accordance with doctrine.** This matter is
cmented on more fully under *SHARK, BIACKFISH and SEADRMfON".

At 0600 the SAWHIS suberged to conduct submerged
patrol. She surfaced at 1922, having had an uneveiatful patrol. Upon
surfacing, she learned by 8. radar from the DRUIM that that submarine had
contacted three destroyers on couw-e 1800(T), speed twenty-five laots and
had made a ccatact report.*

(b) Whether or not the ICifISH intercepted the contact
report from the SHAM, an did the SAWFISH, is not indicated but the sub-
merged for patrol at 0600. At 0815 she sighted an unidentified madius
bomber and shortly afterward (at 0855), she sighted by periscope a
distroyer at 8000 yards distant. This contact later developed into a task
force estimated to consist of two MACHI-class heavy cruisers an course
160 0(T), speed sixteen knots to eighteen, escorted by three destroyers,
(Contact 10). She was unable to close and therefore at L031 surfaced in
heavy seas and attempted to send a contact report to CTI 17, but because
of enfe sircraft, was forced to suberge before she had accomplished
this.*** The evaluation of the composition of this contact, which was also
on the Japanese SECOND Striking Force, was short one light cruiser and one
destroyer.

At 1959 she surfaced for the night and agaiv made
several attempts to traneait the contact report,***-* experienced difficulty,
and by midnight she was still not sure that this smesage had been cleared.***

(c) The DRUM patrolled uneventfully during the day until
1745 when, between that time and Z6, shee ighted by periscope, in
Latitude 190 - 331M, Longitude 118 - 52'1, three enemy destroyers,
(Conatet 12). Before she could fire, she was forced to submrge to 100
feet. In the maantimE, the destroyer nearest her, which was not using echo

S* War Patrol Report SAWFISH, Report of 8TM War Patrol, Serial 88-44,
November 8th, 1944.

** CTF 17 Operation Plan No. 1-43, Serial 0807, Jitne 24th, 1943, Annox
A, Article 2213.

SWar Patrol Report ICEFISH, Report of 1ST War Patrol, Serial 011,
November 13th, 1944.

*** ICEFGISH Dispatch 221301 October 1944 to CTF 17, info CCW47THFLT.
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rging equipment (prexsohbly due to her high speed), passed within 200
yard and appeared to have n6 knowledge of her presence. The cemani4ng
offieer oemented in his patrol report.-"These were the first targets worthy
of torpedoes that the DRUM has seen since lovember 22, 19431 The epitme
of frustration)6 *

At 1853 she surfaced and sent a contact report to CTF 17,
SAWFISH and ICVISH reporting three ASASHIO-class destroyers on course
1800 (T), speed twenty-five knots.**

This aontact was on DESDIV TW rri-.ONE, composed of the
throe destryers WAKABA, HATSUSHA and HATSUHARJ (all of the HATSUHARU-
alass), on route from Takao to Manila, and which was assisting in the
movement of the SIXTH Base Air Force to the Philippines.*** Since the
report. of these destroyers available to this study do not include this
period of time, it cannot be stated whether or not the Japanese knew that
they had been sighted by Allied submarines. (The HATSUHARU-class destroyer
is very similar to the ASAS15O-class).'*ee

(2) SHAK, BL&A(FISH, SUADRAGON.

This wolf pack was patrolling Area DETMT and had been
alerted by a contact report from the SEADRAGON at 2345 on the previous night.
The wolf pack commander proceeded to intercept the contact operating on
the surface during darkness and submerged during daylight.**** During the
period of contact and chase the pack exchanged a number of voice messages,
some of which are included in the discussion below.NN**N*

(a) At 0015 the SKADRAGON reached a good firing position
ahead of the task force. The night e very dark and the targets were not
sighted umtil range was 5000 yards. The Commanding Officer SEADRAGON
estimated its ocuposition as one aircraft carrier, four large unidentified
ships, and three or four destroyers (Contact 5).

This was an erroneous estimate as the force was
actually the Japanese SCAD Striking Force which as mentioned previously,
was acuposed at this time of two heavy cruisers, one light cruiser and four
destroyers. Why one of these ships was identified as a carrier is not known,

W War Patrol Piport DR1UM, Report of 11TH War Patrol, Serial 056,-No
Date, but abut November 9th, 1944.

4 DRiUK Dispatch 221037 October 1944 to CTF 17, SAWFISH, ICMFISH, etc.
4141 War Diary DESROM 1, October 1944, WDC Documment 161638 NA 11739.

* A Statistical Summary of the Japanese Navy (ONI 222-J), Navy Depart-.
ment, Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, JuLy 2)th, 1944,
Design Classes, Pages 25, 57.I *4*5* Deck Logs BLACCKFISH, BADtRAOON, October 22nd, 1944.

S* War Patrol Report UIADRAWN, Report of 11TH War Patrol, Serial 194,
Novewater 8th, 1944; also Report of Coordinated Patrol of TG J 7.11
(L.HAM, ELACZFISH, SF.ADRAGON), Serial 002, November 28th, 1944.
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but it seems likely that the COomandimg Officer SKADUQOW was afected by
the report an the previous day by Allied search aircraft that a force
ocsisatig of one carrier, three heavy .uissrs,, and four destroyers ws in
Formoa Strait and had concluded that this contact was on the eae forme.

The SEADRA)Oa , on the surface, fired four torpedoes at a
JhO-class carrier (sic) at 0035 but before the torpoyers were dup e to hit
she us forced to submerge by one of the destroyers nhich dropped five depth
cbarges.* This latter statement of the SMUCOM is not entirely supported
by available Japanese documents. While the AroKrMA roported the s•und of
depth charges at this time,** neither her report nor the other available
reports. have any reference to aniy attack by Allied submrines or any
coumterattack by Japanese unita.

She surfaced at 0220 and chased the enemy, during which
time she learned, by voice radio mssage interception, that the SHARK and
BLUMFISH had also contacted this enemy force. She continuted to endeavor
to close the enw. Meanwhile, at 0412 she received a voice radio message
from the wolf pack comander in the SH1AR giving the location, course and
speed of the enemy and asking if an aircraft carrier was present, thereby
implying that the wolf pack commander also felt that perhaps this enemy
force was the one previously reported by aircraft in Formosa Strait. To
this, at 0418 she replied that she bad fired at an aircraft carrier. At
0453 she advised the wolf pack commazider that she could not close the enemy
and then queried that commander as to whether or not he had sent a contact
report,.*

Sometime before 0640, probably on authority of the wolf
pack cammander, she sent a contact report to CTF 17 reporting, aong other
items, that she had (a) at 0035 fired four torpedoes at a Japanese force of
one carrier and four unidentified ships in Latitude 210 - 478N, Longitude
L18 0 - 36'E, course 210 0 (T), speed nineteen knots, and (b) scored two timed
hits in the carrier.*

At 0737 she submerged in her assigned area (a sub-
division of Area DETECT).

From this time until the end of the day her patrol was
uneventful. At 1859 she surfaced for the night.

* War Patrol Report SEADRAGON, Report of '1TH Var Patrol, Serial 194,
Novenber 8th, 194.

** ~War Diary ABUMA, October 16th - 26th, 1944, WDC Docwent 161636,
NA 11973.

*** Report of Coordinated Patrol of TG 17.1i (SHARK, BLACKFISH, ShA.DAGOM),
Serial 002, November 28th, 1944.

**** •hAkAGON Dispatch 212140 October 1944 to CTF 17.
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THR SKAMAQON, S CMAIMI AS EMUSSED IN HER (A) CONWACT
RZPM MENTIOMW ABOVM AND (B) HER WAR PATRaL RUKaT WMEEIN SHE CLAIMED
TWO HITS IN THE CABRIER AND On IN A ROBABL CRUISM WHICH WAS OVYAING
AT THE TUIN V FIRINO, WM IXWX=CT N * OT ONLY WAS THEUM NO CARRk PR&
BUT ALSO "HITS IKMADE IN AMY OF THE JAPANEKS SHIPS.

WHY, IF THE SL&W N BMIVED THAT SHE HAD MADE TWO
HITS IN THE CA =I$, SH SEW TO HAVE MADE NO EFFm T TO LOCATE IT IS NOTWXLAIIED.

(b) The wolf pack commander in the SHAM[ had just (a) bsfore
midnight (at 2345) roceived a contact report on an ern task force from
"the SMADR&OON giving its composition, course and speed, and the location of
the contact relative to her own position, and (b) after mia~night (at 0012)
received a corrected onemy course, speed and composition.*

From this time onward the sole commwications between
the three subrines of this wolf pack consisted entirely of reports of
the enow $ course and speed, with submarine reference positions being
given on occauions.* It is clear therefore that the wolf pack commander
did not attempt to coordinat4 the attacks of his submarines as set forth by
wolf pack doctrine, which was to the effect that "the submarine that makes
the initial contact should not att.-k until at least one other submarine
has mado contact, unless the delay involved -aJd jeopardise any chance of
attack."

While the reason for this is not entirely clear, it seems
highly probable that the wolf pack comander felt that the high speed of the
enew force, which was varivusly reported as from sixteen to twenty-two
knots, would prevent such coordination.

The wolf pack commander now commenced closing the enemy
turce and at 022D he contacted it bearing 286o(T), distant twelve miles, on
course 22 00(T), speed fifteen knots.

He continued to close until he was five miles from the
contact, at which time (0412), apperently seeing no carrier in the contact,
he queried the 23ALDAGON in part &a foilows, "int.rrogative aircraft carrier"
and was promptly advised by the SNAL1RAGN i7n part, that she had "fixred at
aircraft carrier",* which statement, although beliAred to be a fact,
actually was erroneous. From this, it seemos probable that the wolf pack

oder now considered that this force was likely the force reported
previously in Formosa Strait.

SReport of Coordinated Patrol of TG 17.11 -(SHARK, I3LACKFISH, S.ADRAGON),
Serial 002, November 28th, 1944.

* SuJmrine Warfare Instructions, United States Fleets (USF 9), Navy
Department, Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, 1946, Paragraphs
1408, 1410 and 1411.
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HWN1V, SIM M9 NMOW HAD REASON TO HLIEVE THAT THE
CARBIU WAS NO LWWR IN TW, JAPAW= DISPOSITION SINCE, COULD NMT SE IT,
DOS IT NOT SOM SURPRISING THAT H9 NEITHSR NOW NOR LA2TER MADS ANY EFFORT
TO SKARGCi FOR THIS DAMAGID CABRR=?

He continued to endeavor to get into a firing position,
but at 0504 broke off the chase. At this time he sent a contact report to
CT? 17 which he preammbly thought had cleewed the ship for he now subrged
to resu normal patrol, (Contact 7).

Shortly after surfacing for the night, he likely received
a dispatch from CTF 17 to the effect that the SHOOK, alroaCi d..m1iAto to
join his wolf pack, had received an extension of patrol to remain with
them until November 7th,* the expiration date of the present patrol.

Later in the evening, having received no acknowledgement
on the evening radio Fox broadcasts for his contact report sent during the
morning, he now at 2310 tranunitted a second report of his morning contact,
stating that he had contacted at 0630 four large ships and three additional
ships, on course 1900 (T), speed twenty-two knots, in Latitude 20o - 281N,
Longitude u17 - 50' 5 and further reporting that the SEADRAGON claimed two
hits in a small carrier.** This report was in error for, although the number
of Japanese ships reported was correct, the sizes, numbers and even the
positions of these ships •i the formatiusi appear to have been reversed.

IT WILL HE NOTED TAT THE WCLF PACK CCIANDER APPEARS TO
HAVE BELIEMV THAT HIS ORIGINAL CONTACT HAD BEEN SUCCESSFULLY TRANWMITTED AND
TO HAVE WAITED FOR TWO OF THE SCHEDULED FOX BROADCASTS (AT 2000 AND 2200)
FOR AN ACKNONLEDGENT OF HIS ORIGINAL CONTACT REPORT. IF HE HAD ANY DOUBTS
CONCARNING THE RECEMTION OF HIS ORIGINAL 0ONTACT REPORT, DCES IT NOT APPEAR
THAT HE SHOULD HAVE TAKEN MEASURES MUCH EARLIM TO ENSURE ITS RECEPTION IN
ACCORDANCE WIT"I S uTAnIM I•TMMUR;gI.S?

At 2247 he attempted to regroup his pack and to determine
what contact reports, if any, had been sent to CTF 17 but was unable to
contact the SEADRAGOt at this time*** and therefore did not know that that
submarine had made a contact report sometime bwfore 0640 to CTF 17. At 2310
he issued instructions for the next day's patrol, and at 2345 he ordered the
ELACKFISH to form a scouting line and to patrol course 220°(T).*

(c) The HLACKFISH was also receiving the rww-rn4g reports of
the enemy's course and speed while on route to an Intercepting position.
At 0335 she made radar contact at 32,000 yards on a task force of eight
ships in Latitude 200 - 58'N, Longitude 1180 - 12'E, course 2100 (T), speed

SCTF 17 Dispatch 220954, October 1944 to all Wuboarines.
** SHUU(k Dispatch 221410 October 1944 to CT? 17, info CdM3RDYLT.
**'lReport of Coordinated Patrol of TG 17.11 (SHARK, BLACKFISH, SEADRAGON),

Serial 002, November Mth, 1944.
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eighteen knots. The composition was evaluated as three very large with three
smaller pipe in separate groups and one pip to eastward of the main bodk and
one to westward. At 0430 she observed the enemy speed increased to twenty-
two knots, but she continued trailing until 0504 when she notified the wolf
pack comiander in the SHAR. that she could not close.* At 0600 she broke
off the chase, changed course for patrol station, and suhaerged.**

Upon surfacing for the night, the crew of the BLACKFISH,
as on the previous days, experienced sickness from an undetermined cause
with no apparent improvement.**

(3) SNOOK.

This submarine was patrolling Area DESM.O0[ independently and
at. the beginning of the day was en route to an intercepting position across
the extended track of a ship on which she had received a report. Between
040O and 0630 the SNOOK intercepted reports from the SHARK on the SEADRAGON' s
carrier task force indicating that this force, although over 100 miles distant
(actually it was about 180 miles away), was heading in her direction. At
0633 she submerged for patrol on the projected track of this ta3k force.***

At 1926 she surfaced and being under orders to report to and
join the SHAR' s wolf pack for patrol after dark on October 24th and realizing
that the enemy force should be well past her by this time, set course to
close the SHARK to be in a position to be able to join as ordered. Some time
after this she received orders from CTF 17 which authorized her to patrol
with the SHARK wolf pack until that wolf pack terminated its patrol at sunset
on November 7th.*** She made no contacts.***

(4) IMLC(XI.

The BLACK(IN, wet of Luson Strait, wa proceeding toward
Latitude 180 - 30'N, Longitude 1180 - OOtE, where at 0600 on this day she had
orders to transfer to operational control of CTF 71 and patrol Area A8, north
of Scarborough Shoal. Although there ix no record of her reporting to CT? 71,
she appears to have arrived in the designated position at. 0600 for at 0929
she arrived in Area A8 and submerged for patrol.***

At 1929 she surfaced and continued patrol of this area. At
-)200 she received dispatch orders from CTF 71 (a) directing her to proceed

SReport of Coordinated Patrol of TG 17.11 (SHARK, LACKYY 3SH, SEADRAGON),
Serial 002, November 28th, 1944.

4* War Patrol Report HIAgKFISH, Report of 9TH War Patrol, ';rial ZO,
November 24th, 1944.

**11 War Patrol Report SNOCK, Report of 7TH War Patrol, Serial 053,
November 18th, 1944.

*** CTF 17 Dispatch Z20954 October 1944 to all submarines.
*e**I War Patrol Report BLAC[FIN, Report of 1ST War Patrol, Serial Oa1,

December 4th, 1944.
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south, remaining west of Longitude 1180 - QO1j, thence via Palawan Passage to
patrol Area D6 (Plate XII) (which is an area west of Balabaec Strait), and
(b) requesting (1) acknowledgement and (2) information on torpedoe., fuel
on hand and weather.* Scometime later (presumably after 2130) she reported to
CTF 71 that she had remaining twenty-four torpedoes and 77,000 gallons of
fuel.** She made no contacts on this day. At 2207 she set course for her
assigued patrol area.

Since the MACKFIN was now attacked to CTF 71, discussion of
this subarine for subsequent days will be found under "Operations of CTF 71
(Submarines West Australia)".

(5) HADDOCK, HALIBUT, TUNA.

This wolf pack, having departed Saipan on the previous day,
was proceeding toward its patrol station in CCOVOY COLLEG to arrive about
October 24th. It proceeded generally on the surface during darkness as well
as daylight but was forced to submerge several times during the day due to
contacts on aircraft.**

By the end of the day these submarines were entering the
southeast cornor of Area PARLIM. They made no contacts of iuportance.

(6) PINTADO, ATULE, JALLAO.

This coordinated attack group (wolf pack), composed of the
above submarines, commenced departing Saipan at 0912**5* with the wolf pa*
commander in the PINTADO and escorted by the PQI-9.**

The 4olf pack commander had orders to (a) patrvi CONVOY
COLLE(4 in the Luton Strait area, (b) not to arrive before October 27th as
he was to relieve the SAWFISH wolf pack, whose patrol was due to expire at
daric on October 26th, and (c) conduct offen.,ive patrol in order to attack
mwd destroy enetV forces encountered and to report information concerning
the movements of important enemy men-of-war and convoys.*****-* He operated
on the surface during daylight as well as darkness. At 1524 he entered the

aaipan safety lane at which time his escort departed.A**5* He made no
"contacts of importance.

* CTF 71 Dispatch 2201•5%4 October 1944 to BLAC(FIN.
War Diary CTF 71., October 22nd, 1944.

* D olck Logs HADDOCK, HA1BUPI, TUNA, October 42nd, i944.
* eck Log JAILAO, October 22nd, 1944.

•**** War Patrol heport ATULE, Report of IST War Patrol, Serial 013,
December Ut h, 1944.

SCTF 17 Operation Order No. 34-4,4, Serial 0(X366, October 8th,
19"4, to TG 17.16, PTNTADO, ATUIE, JALLAO.
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(7) TuMISH.

The BONVISH, in Luzon Strait, was proceeding eastward en
route Pearl Harbor via Saipan. She had been under the operational control of
CTF 17 since 0900 the previous day, having at that time reported from CTF 71
for duty and routing. During the morning she experienced numerous aircraft
cmtacts, being forced to submergo once. At 1042 she surfaced and passed
south of Sabtanm Island and at 1345 completed transit of Balintang Channel.
At 2104, u'Ale proceeding to Saipan, she received additional routing
inattuctions from C'! 17 but what these instructions were is not indicated.
She proceeded on the suraf, except for the short interval described above,
and made no contacts of importance.*

(b) Northwest coast of Formosa.

The TANG, in the area northwest of Formosa, was proceeding from
the vicinity of the China coast toward the northwest coast of Formosa. She
sutmerged for thei day's patrol at about 1000. During the day the commanding
officer sighted umaerous aircraft, the quantity and type of which indicated
that they were probably replacements for those destroyed in the Formosa
raids and for thm reinforcement of the Philippiziz. Although thin may be
true as the Japanese did commence moving such aircraftý at about this time,
the number and frol whence they came is not fully explained in Japanese
records.

THE QUESTION MAY ARISE AT THIS POINT AS TO WHY IT WAS THAT THE
COMANDING OFFICER FAILED TO REPORT THIS INFORMATION. WHILE THERE IS NO
ACTUAL ANSWER AVAILABLE,, ONE OF THE SHIP'S OFFICERS STATED IN JANUARY 1957
THAT THIS A.'TER, AND OTHERS SIMILAR THERETO, HAD BEEN DISCUSSED BY THE
COO NDING OFFICER AND HAD BEEN REJECTED ON THE GROUND THAT THE SE&DING OF
SUCH DISPATCHES WOULD ALERT THE ENDIY TO HIS PRES&NCE AND WOULD REDUCE HIS
CHANCE OF SINKINGS.**

BUT WAS THIS DECISION CORRECT IN THIS CASE? IT WOULD APPEAR NOT,
F(O INFOCMATION OF THE MOVWZNT OF 3IZEABLE AIR REINFOCEuCE s INTO F(1EMOSA
WAS OF GREAT IMPORTANCE TO THE ALLIED C0$MANDER IN THE SUPERVISION OF HIS
1,,,N•ED ACTION AND COUILD FORCE HIM TO MAKE MARKEL) CHANGES IN HIS BASIC PLAN.
IV THIS CONNECTION, CURRENT U.S. NAVY INSTRUCTIOhN STATE, IN PART, THAT NO
MORE IMPORTANT DUTY EXISTS THAN THAT OF OBTAINING AND DkLIVERING TO THJE OTC
INFOfRKNTION OF THE KNEMY FORCES.***

* War Patrol Report BONEFISH, Report of 6TH War Patrol, No Serial,

November 8th, 1944.
'* Oral statement by Coamtzoer (then Lieutenant) Lawrence 3,avadkin, U3N

(Formerly Engineering Officer TANG) to Comnmodore R.W. Bates, USN (Ret),
Head, World War II Battle Evaluation Group, Naval War College,
January 9th, 1957.

S- HBasic Fleet Operational Cotiixunication Doctrine (NWP 16), Department
of the Navy, Office of the Chief of Naval operation•, Stptember 1953.,
Paragraph 500.(b.
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Shortly after am-faoing at dark, the TANGW a rw r beosmw
Imoperative and she headed north for a safer operating aies until repalr
could be completed which eems to have beq acooWnlished in about two hours
for she soon headed south again. Other than the aircraft mentioned above,
she made no contacts of importance during the day.*

(c) Northewt coast of Forw.a.

The S•LVERSIDS &nd TRIOGG, less the SAIJON, continued to
pat.-ol the area northeoat of Foxmosa in the vicinity of Kiirun Harbor
watahing for the sortie of the ,apanvae force 2epor,ýed by the TRIOG to
consist of four cruisers and fi~e destroyers w',ioh had been sighted on
October 19th and which they thought right have entered that port to refuel.
They pjtrolled on the surface djring darkness aid submwrgd duriag daylight.
They made no contacts of importance.**

During the evening, having swrface. for the night, the wolf
pack comnder in the SILVERSIDES coauun".cate4 with the Commanding Officer
TRIGM by voice radio and then decided that it was no longer adventafsous
for them to guard Kiirun Harbor and directed thkt they assuax their regular
patrol stations.**

The SA•MON, having transferrwu a medical patient to the BARBEL
on the previous day, was returning to her station nortlwast of Forms&.
She remained on the suface until 1310 when, since she was approaching
emq-held territory and was about to pass through the strait east of

Ishigaki Shima, she submerged.***

She surfaced for the ni3t at 1850. At 2135, having cleared the
island of Ishigaki Shims, she set a westerly course for her patrol area
northeast of Foxmoma. She made no contact-a of importaxnce.*S*

(d) WARD MO~lGJ.

The six submarine patrol areas c-mpriellng this area in the
Hannel Shoto were being patrolled by five sutmarlue--the SEA DOG, BILLPISH,

SAkRY, BURRYISH and ST,•R•X. One patrol arem. (AW•Mg) continued to remain
unoccupied. These subowrines patrolled on thA aurZace dutring darkness and
Ssubmerged during daylight.•* Moderate wind& and ias predominated the area

with visibility vary-bg frco good to poor because of hase.-***** The patrols
of the above outmarines were uneventful except for ti following:

(1) The :.A DOG, in Area AANDOIN:

* War Patrol p6eort-•, Report of 5TH War Patrol, No Serial,
September 10th, 1945.

** War Patrol Report SILVERSIDES, Report of llTH W~r Patrol, Serial 045,
November 23rd, 1944.

* War Patrol Report SALMON, Report cf 11TH War Pstrt-1, Serial 0-16,
November 10th, 1944.

SDeck Logs &TA DOG, BILLFISH, SAUlY, BRRFISH and STERLET, October

22nd, 1944.
**Dec* Log EURKFISH, October 22nd, 1944.
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While patrolling submerged, the ZIA DMN) s3igh'a amoke by
periveope observation at 0617. Upon approach, the smoko devbloped into a
convoy In Latitude 290 - 201M, Longitude 129o - 458e. The cOMposition w*&
estimated to be eleven AK's wd four eacorts, (Gonict 8).*

At 0726 the SJA DOG attacked the convoy, firing •ix torpedoes.
Owing to depth control difficulties, followed by eosmy depth charge attacks
frcri 0732 to 1000 (109 depth charges), she was forced to umberge to 5M feet
&W therefore did not oboerva results but estimated that she had torpedoed
two oargo ships.* Thks eatinwte wat al&ost correct for she had actually
sunk two ship.; the converted gunboat TOTSU MARU and an 8215-ton cargo
ship, the KROTO.'*

Upon reaching periscope depth at 13 56--it took her ah&ost
one hour to surface-she noted that the wne3 had dinappeared.*

At 1618 she surfaced and made a contact report twica on the
area frequency and likewise sent one to GTF 17.*

(2) The SKATE, having departad Area ABDUCT in kAPU MGOXE on the
previous night (which area was now being patrollwd by the BILLFISH), was
proceeding toward Pearl Harbor. At 0915 she received, routing irntructions
(which arm not available) from CT? 17,m*x* She continueO en the surface
during daylight as well as darkness, except as forced to subm.sge by
patrolling aircraft. This submarine, no longer participating in the KING II
operations, will be dropped from discussion but continued on the diagram? for
reference.

(e) Nagasaki - Sasebo.

The CROAKER, at the beginning of the day, was patrolling in the
vicinity of Oeel To in the Yellow Sea off the southwest c3ast of Korea.
She operated on the surface during darkness and submerged during dayl1ght.*'i*
During thk day she made no contacts. However, at 2138 she made radar contact
on a small coastal freighter of about 2000 tons in Latitude 350 - 29'1N,
Longitude 1260 - 051Z, a4 endeavored to gain an attack position which she
had not achieved by midnlgt,, epo-ofS

* War Patrol Report SEA DOG, Repo•- f -ST War Patl, No Serial,
No Date, but probably about November 5th, 19,4.
Japanese Nav..d and Merchant Losses During World War II by U.S.
Subrines, prepared by the Joint Army-Navy Assessment Committee,
February 1947.
SMA DOG Dispatch 220149 October 1944 to CTF 17, info JARU MOHdjE.

*H** War Patrol Report SKA'EL, Report of 6TH War Patrol., Serial. 052,
November 2nd, 1944,

R** Dock Log CROAKM, October 22nd, 1944.

November 10th, 1944.
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The PERCH remained Inx southern Tsu.ihima Strait and patrolled
acrovs the Nagasaki - Shanghai convoy route during the day in a position to
intercept the carrier tack force reported headed this way on the previous
day.* She patrolled on the surfacc during darkness aLd submerged durlig
daylight and made no contacts.*'*

(f) IET PARADE.

(1) The Approaches to Bongo Suido.

The BESUGO and RONQUIL continued guarding the approaches to
)3ungo Suiao. They patrolled on the surface during darkness and submerged
during daylight.*** The wind and seas, which had been quite high, were now
decreaeing..**• This group contacted several aircraft during the day but
made no contacts of importance.

On this 4py the wolf pack commander, realizing that he had
encountered no enemy shipping in his present position and suspecting that
the shipping mig'it bo entering and departing Bivmgo Suido in the vicinity of
Okinoshima, decided to cover the eastern approaches to Bungo Suido with the
MBSUGO while at the same Lime maintaining a coverage of the western apprcaches
with tbh RONQUIL. He therefore at 1956 (a) advised the Commanding Officer
ROW4UIL, presumably by voice radio, that he was proceeding with the BESUGO
to cover the eastern approaches to Bungo Suido, and (b) directed that
ccmanding officer to remain in the western approaches a- before but to extend
his area t- the northward to cover the area vacated by the BESUGO.****

UNFORTUNATaiA FOR THE ALLIEMS, THEkSE INSTRUCTIONS HAD BEEN
ISSUED TOO) LATE FOR, ON THIS VERY MORNING, UNKNOWN TO THE BESUGO WC(TF PACA,
THE JAPANESE MAIW FORCE FIHT SUPPLY GROUP, COMP03ED OF THE 10,000 TON OIlER
TAKAsiE RARU AND THREE ESCORTS, PAD SORTIED BUN($O SUIDO, PASSING (TfINOSHIMA
AT 05U0 EN MIUTE SOUTHERN AMiXI 0 SHIMA.*

THUS, THE UNHAPPY OCTOBER 18TH DECISION OF THE WOLF PACK
C9ANDIý1R IN THE DE•SU(O,******* WHICH DECISION HAD BEEN APPROVED BY

* Wa.i: Patro1 Report ?JIPhCH, Ren.ort of 3RD War Patrol, No Serial,
hovyrober 8t.h, 1'944.
Deck Log Eý`RCH, October 2Znd, 19944.
Deck Logs BESUG4O, RONQUIL and GAbl]AN, October 22nd, 19144.

***f War Patrol Report RONOUIL, Report of 2ND War Patrol, Serial 038,
WNovýambor Mth, 1944.

*** Wpr Patrol Report BEW1UGO, Report of I3T War Patrol, Serial 027,
Noývember 4th, 1944; also War Patrol Report RONQUIL, Report of 2ND
War Patrol, Serial 038, November 28th, 19414

**i•** Letai~ed Action Report Main Force Supply Force, October 21st -

Novewber ist., 1944, WD)'3 Document 161008.
*N**€** BESUG{) Ditpatch !•14". Octone, 19#44 to ;TF 17.
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JAPANESE N•WAL a MERCHANT SHIP LOSSES*
EFFECTED BY T.F. 17 SUBMARINES

IN THE WESTERN PACIFIC-NORTH OF. LAT. I8-3O'N.
OCTOBER 1944
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*S'.i ings include all merchant ships of 500or mo;e gross tons and all noval ships
(Prepared by joint Army- Navy Assessmeni Committee ) February 1947
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CTF 17

CTF 17,* TO CHANGE (A) THE OBJECTIVE OF THE MUSUG0 WOLF PACK FRG¶ "THE

PREVENTION OF THE UNDETECTED SORTIE OF ENDY TASK FCRCES THROUGH BUNGO
SUIDO" TO A DESTRUCTION OBJECTIVE--HIS MISSION WAS NOW TO ATTACK,** AND (B)
THE DEPLOIE OF HIS THREE SUBRARINES MOR ACROSS THE APPROACHES TO BUNGO
SUIDO TO (1) 7WO SIUBMARINES (BESUGO, RONUIL) ALONG THE 100-FATHCI4 CIRVE OP
X&STERN /USSHU,*** AND (2) ONE SUadARINE (GABILAN) NEAR OKINOS•H3A** LATER
CHANGED (OCTOHER 19TH) BY CT? 17 TO KII SbIDO,* HAD CAUSED HIM TO MISS THE
PASSAGE OF TWO IMPORTANT RLMO S OF THE JAPANESE FL= (THE MAIN FORCE ON
OCTOBER 20TH AND ITS SUPPLY FORCE ON THIS DAY--OCTOBER 22ND).

(2) The A!,roaches to Kii Suido.

The GABILki was patrolling south of Muroto Saki in the
western approaches to Kii Suido. During the morning she closed this cape
and after sut •ierging for the day' s patrol, *at easterly course to cross
over and pat ol off the Ichie Saki coast.****

After surfacing at 1844, she headed into the moon on a
southwesterly course until it set and then continued eastward again. She
made no contacts of importance.4***

(3) The Approaches to Tokyo Bay.

The TAMBOR and GREENLING were assigned to patrol the
eastern and western approaches to Tokyo Bay. These submarines patrolled
on the surface during darkness and submerged during daylight.***i&*

The TAMBOR, scmewhat eastward of her previous day's position,
patrolled uneventfully until 1703 when she sighted a small cargo ship and two
escorts heading for Tokyo Bay. She endeavored to get inito a firing position
but at 1833, havimng determined that she would not be able to overtake the
cont•act before it reached safe water, she broke off the chase and returned
to patrol .******

The GREENLING was now patrolling Enshu Hada. The visibility
in this area was poor. After surfacing at 1805 she patrolled between Om(l
2aki and Daio Saki. She made no contacts of importance on this day.*******

CTF 17 Dispatch 191007 October 194 to GABIIAN, info BESUGO, RONQUIL.
SB1,ZUGO Dispatch 181424 October 1944 to CTF 17.I• Detailed Action Report Main Force Supply Force, October 21st -
November let, 1944 WDC Document 161008.
War Patrol Report GA5ILAN4, Report of 3RD War Patrol, Serial 031,
November 13th, 1944.

-*00% Deck Logs TAMBOR and GREENLING, October 22nd, 1944.
****** War Patrol Renort TAMBOR, Report of 12TH War Patrol, Serial

080i19, Novembr 30th, 1944.
*w***N* War Patrol Ruport GREENLTNG, Report of 11TH War Fatrvi, No Serial,

November 23rd, 1944.
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(C) China - bum - India Theater, October 22nd.

(1) Operations of C.G. FOMRNTH Air Force.*

At the start of this day, but one of the two search planes which had
departed Liuch, w at 2000 the previous evening remained airborne; the other
search plane had returned to base because of radar malfunction and had not
been replaced. No contacts were made by either plane.

At about 0800 the two planes (LAB-24' s) which were to make the day
searches departed Liuchow. However, the search proved to be abortive for (a)
the plane flying the east courae lost an engine and turned back about one hour
before reaching the end of her outbound leg, and (b) the plane flying the west
course developed mechanical gasoline transfer trouble and also returned to base.

Neither search plane made any contacts.

Because of bad flying conditions, no replacement search planes were
sent out.

As a result of the above, C.G. FOURTEENTH Air Force informed CCNNV-
GRPCHINA that his daylight search had that day been turned back by weather
and that because of the adverse weather forecast, he expected the night search
to be cancelled likewise. CGONAVGRPCHINA then, at 1641, advisad CCISOWESOAC
to this effect by dispatch.** Does it not seem surprising that C.G. FOURTEEN-
TH Air Force did not also notify 0OKNAVGRPGHINA that the west course search
of the previous night had also been aborted?

As C.G. FOURTEENTH Air Force had anticipated, because of vather
conditions, he was unable to make the two evening searches. However, he does
not appear to have notified CONNAVGRPCHINA to this effect for no dispatch
thereon was sent by that comander to CCISOWESPAC, This was unwise for C.G.
FOURTEENTH Air Force well knew that COMSOWESPAC considered these searches to
be highly important and was basing the 6OWESPAC estimates of the situation in
part on the positive and negative information reported by these search planes.

As a matter of interest and of hindsight, it seems well to point out
here that between late afternoon and evening the Japanese SECOND Striking
Force, heading south (Diagram D), passed through that portion of the South
China Sea covered twice daily by the east course plane. It is possible, but
not probable, that this force might kave been discovered had the east course
night search been flown.

• All information here, except as otherwise indicated, obtained from
"AAF Operations from China Bases ix Support of the Leyte Campaign"
letter from Historical Division, Air University Library, USAF Air
University, Maxwell AFB, Alabama to President, Naval War College,
November 8th, 1950.
A* CX)HNAVC+{PCfINA Dispatch 220`741 October 1944 to COMSOWESPAC.



CINC O(XBIME FLEET

October 22nd

CHAPTER ~jg- JAPARM ENR01ATIONS. October 22nd

(A) Operations cf CinO Combined Fleet.

CinC Cambined Fleet remained at his headquarters at Hiyoshi, He was
watching the devoloping situation closely for certain of his surface and
submarine frcoes wre already en route to the Leyte area for the forthcoming
penetration operation, and others-notably the FIRST Striking Force and the
TIRD Section from Brimel Bay-were to get underway during the day. He still
had to resolve several major problems relating to the 3ECC0D Striking Force,
which problems could not be reolved until Imperial General Headquarters
(Navy Seotion) had decided whether to (a) retain the SECOND Striking Force in
the oounterlanding operations as presently assigned under Commander SW Area
Force, or (b) accept the strong and repeated recow. dations of the latter
commander,* as well as that of Commander SECOND Strikiva Foroe,** to commit
the SECOND Striking Force to the penetration openhNtion. Once this matter had
been decided, he then had to determine (1) whether to retain the SECOND
Striking Force under Commander SW Area Force or to place it under Commander
FIRST Strikir4 Force as recoimnded by Commander SW Area Forc,,* and (2)
whether to direct the SECOND Striking Force to operate independently or to
combine it iri'h the THIRD Section.

Possibly at 0108 (it was received by C(MCRI[DIV SIXTEEN at this time) he
received a dispatch from the Chief of Staff SW Area Force designating the
transports for the movement of troops from Cagayan to Leyte, ordering them to
concentrate at Cagayan on the everAing of October 24th, at which time they were
to report to CG4CRUDIV SIXTEEN and advising, in part, that an agreement with
C.G. THIRTY-FIFTH Army relating to the movement of troops might be concluded
at (3ayan.5** Since this dispatch was in implementation of the agreement
ccncluded betwoen C.G. FOURTEENTH Area Army and Commander SW Area Force on the
preceding day and since it showed that his Commander SW A-a Force and C.G.
THIRTY-FIFTH Army were coordinating closely it seems likely that he viewed it
with considerable satisfaction. He now could have hope that the concern
relating to the counterlanding operations and the movement of two infantry
battalions from Cagayan to Leyte, which Imperial General Headquarters (Army
Section) had been evidencing, might now be considerably lessened, in which
ease he could expect a favorable decision on the employment of the SECOND
Striktng Force.

I Cof 5SW WArea Force b~~-TVZ9 ktbrT97-FCOCmie le

CU4CRUDIV 16, Commander 2N) Striking Force, Imperial GHQ (Navy Section),
info Comnders Main Force, 1ST Striking Force, 5TH and 6TH Base Air
Forces, War DiA7-y DESRON 10, October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.

** CofS 2ND Striking Force Dispatch 20180b October 1944 to Commander SW
Area Force, info CinC Combined Fleet, CCMCRUDIV 16, Imperial GHQ (Navy
Section), etc., DetailtAd Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operation, October
17th - 27th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

SCofS SW Area Force Dispatch Z12211 October 194 to C(*CRUDIV 16, info
CinC Combined Fleet, Commanders " NI Striking Force, 33RID 3pecial base
Force, Transports 6, 10, 131, 101, 102, Detailed Action Report CRUDIV
16, ';HO Operation, October 17th - 27th, 40C Document ird,0055 NA L1744.
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It seems likely that about 0815 (when it was received by CCKDFSJON ONE)
he received Commander FIRST Striking Forcels "penetration operation" dispatch
212053, quoted in full under "Operations of Commander FIRST Striking Force,
October 21st", dividing his ccmiand into two groups consisting of (a) Main
Body (BATDIV's ONE and THREX, CRUDIV's FOUR, FIVE and SEVEN, and DESRON'e TWO
and TEN) and (b) THIRD Section (BATDIV TWO, MOGAKI and four destroyers) and
gii the two group comandere instructions for executing the penetration
operation, the former through San Bernardino Strait, the latter through Suri-
gao Strait.* He noted that this order (a) corresponded closely with his basic
order of October 20thW* and (b) in its division into two groups embraced the
suggestion thereon which his Chief of Staff had forwarded also on that day.*"

This completed the actions of his principal commanders based on his 200813
(referred to above). He had now received the necessary supplementary orders
from these conimanders as follows: (a) Commander Main Force's 200930 which
covered the movement of the Main Force to the eastward of Luzon StraitmK*N and
which was followed by numerous implementing dispatches; (b) Commander Advance
Force's 202053 which directed the deployment of the submarines;*** (c)
Commander SW Area Force' s 211345 which covered the operations of the naval air
forces in the Philippines area;N-*N and finally (d) Commander FIRST Striking
Force's 212053 discussed above.*

* Commander 1ST Striking Force Dispatch 212053 October 1944 to 1ST
Striking Force, Detailed Action Report 1ST Striking Force SHO Opera-
tion, October 16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA 11839.

** CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 200813 October 1944 to Fleet and Squadron
Commarviers Combined Fleet, C.G. Southern Army, Commander China Area
Fleet, Imperiel GHQ, (Combined Fleet DesOpOrd No. 363), Detailed
Action Report Lain Force, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th - 29th,
1944, WDC Docwaent 161005, NA 11744.

SCofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 201006 October 1944, (Addressees Unknown2
Information compiled by Captain Toshikasu Ohmae, ex-IJN, Japanese
Research Division, HQ, USAFFE, Military History Section, relat'rg to
the Penetration Operations of the 1ST Striking Force., Battle for Leyte
Gulf, contained in HQ, USAFFE, Military History Section letter March
30th, 1954 to President, Naval War College.

S Commande- Main Force Dispatch 200930 October 1944 to CinC Combined
Fileet, Cowuanders 5TH, 6TrH and 7TH Base Air Forces, IST and 2ND
Striking Forces, SW Area Force, etc., War Diary DESRON 10, October
1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.

W*W** Commander Advance Force Dispatch 202053 October 1944 to Advance Forn,ý6
All Fleet and Squadron Commanders Combined Fleet, (Advance Force Dese
OpOrd No. 1), Detailed Action Report BAIDIV 1, 3HO No. I Operwtion,
October 18th - 28th, 1944, WID Document 161005, NA 117"4.

NONNNO Commander SW Area Force Dispatch 211345 October 194• to Commanders 5TH
and 6TH Base Air Forces, 954TH and 955TH Air Groups, 1ST ard 2N)
Striking Forces, lobile Force, (SW Area Force DesOpOrd No. 679),
Detailed Action h port IST Striking Force, SHO Operations, October
16th - 28th, 1944) WDC Document 1616141, NA 11839.
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He now could see that despite these supplemaentary eidr it ws nmuessar
to clear up the question of the employment of the 3100141 Striking ?orca; for
although he had not imentioned this force in hin 13-Lic ord& ,~ it van clear from
recant dispatchus that until that had been sett~vd thanD would bt a "1qvviUon'
in the minds of his commuawerw.

At this point he seems to have (a) pressurod ýor 3 dtecision from ImpertI2
General Headquarters (Navy Section) as to whether or riot~ th,,i #4oW s O
Striking Force was desired for the couniterlanding operations and (bý Y,4-a*ived
a negative reply for at about this time he ordered Commnander SW Area Foroo to
direct Ceoamaxer SECONDI Striking Force to (1.) Vrnetratoa intc Leyta Gulf
through Surigao Strait and (2) in so doing to coopartte with lcaffmsex F1R3'T
Striking Force.*

This dispatch 'whoulci now have settled the =attL .r in t1.Le minds ot tA'ae
principal commanders for it clearl~y set fecz~ta either by fact or by Ampsiatirrn
that the SE;COND Striking Force (CRUD)TV TWENTY~-ONE anc2 D)ESWO* O~ i/Ax it)
not presently be employed in the couzierlandii~ operat'o..,ci, (b' ernilud be
esspJlyed in the penetration operation under Comiander SW Area Foaim~e
than under Comiander FIRST Striking Forve iwnd (c) woul~d F, vo\trai te Lhroiagh
Surigao Strait.

Although Captain Toshikasu Ohmae,ex-IJN~, stated tiat (a) ý''InC Cciuh1\ned
'Flest did not issue orders to this atfact but (b) inatemil hiýý Chiof of± Staff~
notified Command.er ýW Area Force that "this ba%\duart~r's ýýn~v 'in thtý
employment of the SECOMD Striking Forca (less $tý1)IV SIXTEEN) in the impidinýgK ~ ~SHlO Operation to the suapport of the FIW37 Stri.Oii\, Forc*o pýt ,o~ ,* he
evidence of evento and the pertinent diz,,ztc.hes ~imrih nr,ývcck'i ft PUow*Žd
this decision, as wallJ as the 3tatement. ox~' ( ',,iiander 5EGOND~ tYL~f're
Torpedo Officer,* ixxicatc that Captain Ohxxo~ A ~nfc-oý:wtion thtreon mcv in
error.

There is no inforitiom *kveilable as to w k mnL>
1xIperial Gkinaral Hk,,ýdqv,&rters (Axrmy 3ection) tci \'&ree to uh relo1vkk of' tnto

SEiCOND Strikidng Force S. v tlIe ponet ration operati.on,. How\\i*r, iL. %,rNtm
probable that thin was cav,,eck by the, knowlkeage th\At (a) tix,, axviy r navy
comAvincarv in t~ho Phil Com.~ re toL an krft-'kmew\.' l cn\,ýr~.ng -. ýJ nxv('vk,4t.
of trootsý t~his oovoed i'L"iea~ y the firsL~ ox\e ~~1 ot-iction,

ietkw. transportat..ion of tVok Ixfantry "~ttal icns C~w agaykw to 1et

Coin,\iner Kokictyl Mori, iu-IJN. 5TH Fleet. Utaff To';\ (ficý-r, G

thes Aiv D<x~a KicAri n:ir2 n .iison5 ca 3 port L ocm Op ~.o m1 ),_ n

VoI.ýWe~ II).

Forokt to Mri. C1&~rkxe ý&-WakA-Iii, W'-Žrld lksrZ 11N 13rttIV ývAUJ.UatPO~ %aval
War Cnll.1 og undated, W~.t. re ~e W,,,fninwton, DX.C ki-irl 195t.3
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whic had bf~eencocuddbyCnanerS Ae Force: on the previous day,* (b)

%mepi' fo~r these two battalions there were no other armWr untits of consequence

mi.tted, &fter the pattinoperation had been completed, to make available
for-the secckrd reinforcement transport operations not only the S&AO-M Striking
Porce in tato bal other units as well.

The q'2 estlon now arises as to why CinO Combined Fleet decided not to trans-
fmr th SECOND~ ftriking Force (CRUD!') NEN -OKE,, DESHON ONE) to the FIRSM
Str~tkng Force,, 'Wt instead,, directed it to operate under Conamnder SW Area
Force. am', to attack through Surigac Strait.* The Deputy Chief of St~aff Com-
bined Flcet answered this in 1949.

Since the reanv,;n he gave were, in general, those employed earl~ier in
Valume 11 to ekpL ,.U why it was that the original SEMXND Striking Force (CHUMI
SIXTFM4 had unt aa yet be-in transferred to that coimanad) was not transferred
to the FIR"T '.triking Vorco ., on October leth,U** met of the reasons given on
October 19th aro' hene repeatedý. These are:

(a) The limltýi 3trength of the S21GOND Striking Force because of vhich it
could 110t contribute a~.pnificantly to the penetration operation;

(b) CinC Combired. Fleet-'s fear that th e transfer of the SECOND Striking
Force to the FIRST~ St~riking Force wouild throw the operations into confusion
and wotuld, ai the uaxme time, necess~itate inccreased! radio traffic which might
dml~ge Jafnnese intant-fons to the oew~. This fear was based on the fact
that 'the FIRLST Striking"'Force was heavily occupiedý axith sortie preparations
and its.'¶ operations plan had al.ready been decided i.upoin;

(c)S OThat suibsequert errangemmetes with the FOUtf1YWT Area Army might make
it more advantageous to leave th) SECOND Striking Forc under Coimander SWJ
Area Force in view~ of the counterl~andi~ng operations wbihch were expected to he

The roanmon given in (a) &bove, that the SECONI) Striking, Force would not
coat-ributr t~.Lgrficantly to t~he penetration operation, cannot be supported by
the facts. The FIRST Strikir,4ý Force at this time consisted of 6tven battle-
shipa, eleven heavy crmiaers, twxr "Light cruiserrs and nineteen dooroyers,
which force had becen divlded on the previous day by Conzar~iir FIRST Striking
Force into two groups:

*C~~ir or ~j h T140 tbe 19", tedegss Un-
knownT), mib't-.nce of which i1s referred tio in Conunarnder bV Area Farce
Disp-itch 221320 (Jutoter 1%41 to C(WCRt1DIYV 16, Trransports 9, 10, 6, 102,
info CMnC Combined Flert, 'IST and 2NDt Striking Forces, Main iForccý, 6THi
.Sase Mlr Force, IDet~ailed Action Rejo'-t. CRUDIV 16, 510Operat~ion, ()ctober

,1'th- '27th, 1944, WfC Documrent 161C~i5, NA 11744.~
.A ipl w~e Hy B, Thtti e f'or L~eyte Giif(Niflers 92194), Uaval War Co*llege,

1',Chapter V-1 (A) Operationi ')f CinC ComrAbined Fl~eet, October 1iýth.,
S tatementas of .4i eoffic i a1i on Wor-3d Wa~r 1J , Voltunn IV, Pap,,e 20,
Yi .titary Hj ;Ltory SeCjt. Pri, f*U2, Statemient Off Re-ar Avi rail 1ThMhItane TakAta
ex.-iJN, October 10tit, 1949.
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(1) The Main Body onsisting of five battleships (IAMATC, MWSABHI,
NAGITO, KONGO, HAURNA), ten heavy cruisers (ATAGO, TAKAO, CHOKAI, MAYA, MYOKO,
HAGURO, KIUXMO, SUUA, ITNE, CHIKIMA), two light cruisers (NOSHIRO, UAHAGI),
and fifteen destroyers (SHIMAKAZE, HAYASIIMO, AKISHI10, KITOSHIMO, KISHINAMI,
MACAMI, OKINAWI, ASASHIKO, HAMAIAWI, FUJIMAMI, JRAKAZE, !UKIKAZE, ISOKAZEj
NIIAKI, HAMAKAZE); and (2) the THIRD Section consisting of two battleships
(TAMASiIRO, FUSO), one heavy cruiser (MOGAMI), and four destroyers (MICHISHIO,

AUAGUMO, YAMAGUOM, SHIGURE). This was not a very powerful force with which to
attempt to penetrate Leyte Gulf against the powerful kllied forces which would
be arrayed against it. This fact had already been pointed out. about six weeks
earlier by Conmander Mobile Force, who had recovmmended strengthening the FIRST
Striking Force rather than weakening it.*

Since the FIRST Striking Force in toto was not a very powerful force with
which to attempt to penetrate Leyte Gulf, it follows that the Main Body and
the THIRD Section, considerni-e .ic -even less powerful than the
whole FIRST Striking Force. This is particularly true when it is recalled
that these two commands were to penetrate Leyte Gulf from widely separated and
land-interdicted approaches. Therefore, if the whole force required reinforce-
ment, how much more did the Main Body and the THIRD Section require such
reinforcement?

The reasons given in (b) above are also of doubtful validity. While they
my have seemed sufficient to the Japanese High Command, from the point of
view of sound operations they leave much to be explained. For example:

(1) How could the addition of the SECOND Striking Force (and this addition
would have been solely by dispatch since the SECOND Striking Force was en
route Manila) have interfered, with the sortie prep.arations in view of the fact
that the Main Body was already at sea and the T1IRD Section would sortie
Brunei Bay that afternoon.

(2) What objt .tion could there be to changing the operation plans of
either of these comands should the situation warranL it? Would this not be
correct leadership?

()3 How could the transfer of the SECOND Striking Force to either the Main
---Pdv c- th• THBIRD Section necessitate increased radio communications of serious

)iseqlenc-? Is it not cltar that any basic dispatches conceriLing the SECOND
i- i' , w ý rce •1•u.1d, if necessary, have been sent by Conm~rxler Main Body or

D1 UJ ection to Bi-unci or Puerto Prinuesa by ship-ba-•ed air and

f.r 'hle-e by "•o to the SErOND Striking Force? Likewise, since the SECOND
,Str • Forc: i the Main Body, moving at sixteen knot9, could readily
r •end(•; at vu 3 a October 23rd at the northern entrance to Palawan
pq,.; agr, and t, v S Strikirn Force moving at twenty-three knots and the

LH Stio .cvi . sixteen knots co)LId readily rendezvous at at-Out 1700
e a - iea in tht, vicinity of the northern end of Palawan

s t ý,it any further irnforniition ncev:hsary could have boee

~V err. -f-'rzaT01 0rr:sjiflrcn
• LUZ I., ri•bv i , 1944, ~Department of t~he Army, Hititori<:al

f i Im ýis- ,eai A.
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passed by numerous methods, among which were visual signal, destroyer, air
message drop, and voice radio, none of which would affect the radio comani-
cation systa?p and finally,

(4) How could the operation be thrown into confusion? The commanders were
long exwienced in warfare (a vice admiral commanded each of these elements
under consideration) and all were thoroughly familiar with current Japanese
orders and doctrines, although Commakider S1LMOND Striking Force may not have
been familiar with the special orders or directives of the FIRST Striking
Force, if such existed. Perhaps it was here that the thought of confusion
aroe.

The reason given in (c) above is also considered of doubtful validity for
all of the evidence shows that CinC Combined Fleet was fully aware of the
fact, mentioned earlier, that except for the two battalions at Cagayan, there
were no other army units of consequence ready for movement to Leyte. There-
fore, there was no immediate need for units of the SECOND Striking Force,
other than CRUDIV SIXTEEN,, in the planned counterlanding operations and this
was so recognized by CinC Combined Fleet in his directive to Commander SW Area
Force to penetrate through Leyte Gulf.

What then were CinC Combined Fleet's reasons for aot transferring the
SECOND Striking Force to the FIRST Striking Force to join either (a) the Main
Body or (b) the THIRM Section? While the answers still seem to be shrouded in
mystery, they appear to have been based at least in part on the following:

(1) As regards item (a), on CinC Combined Fleet's desire to avoid having
Vice Admiral Kiyohide Shima (Commander SWOND Striking Force) and Vice Admiral
Matome Ugaki in the same disposition or even in tne saie command. This was
because Vice Admiral Ugaki (Naval Academy class year 1912) had originally been
junior to Vice Admiral Shima (Naval Acade v class year 1911) but had now become
senior, and would therefore succeed to counand should Vice Admiral Takao Kurita
(Commander Main Body) become killed or disabled. Japanese policy in matters of
this nature is discussed more fully under the succeeding paragraphs.

(2) As regards item (b): (1) on CinC Combined Fleet's desire to avoid
having Vice Admiral Kiyohide Shima (Commander SECOND Striking Force and Vice
Admiral Shoji Nishimura (Commander THIRD Section) together in the same command.
This was becausct the former, who upon graduation from the Japanese Naval
AcadeW, had been junior to Vice Admiral Nishimura (although both were of the
Naval Academy class 1911) and had ho rerninod for many years, had now become
senior to that officer. This reversal of rank was due to the fact that "...
due to illiness Nishimura failed to enter the Naval War College "A" Course
(Koshu-43akusei) and hM i promotion to captaincy was delayed for one year after
the promotion of Shima.•* This clearly created an unhappy situation and since
"according to Japanese naval custoa an officer from an earlier class would be

FF- , y letter Dect-lr 21stw 9-
to President, Naval War ColLege.
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transferred from a position subordinate to an officer of a later class except
in case of emergency",* CinC Combined Fleet seems to have decided to avoid
placin the two together, except in the event the two ccmmands came within
close range for unified command. In this latter case, Japanese doctrine was
that when forces of different commands in the same area were engaged in joint
operations, and when it was considered necessary by the senior officer present
to place them under unified command, they automatically came under his orders.
Therefore, Japanese postwar statements emphasize that there was no necessity
for transferring the SECOND Striking Force to the FIRST Striking Force for
incorporation into the THIRD Section as one command under Commander SECCND
Striking Force** for, in this case, should the SECOND Striking Force commence
operating in combat with the THIRD Section, the senior commander (Commander
SECOND Striking Force) would, if he so desired, automatically command both
forces; and (2) on CinC Combined Fleet's desire to have Vice Admiral Nishimura
who was a very experienced officer in night combat operations, conduct the
Surigao Strait phase of the penetration operation. This could not be done if
the two commands were joined for then, as pointed out above, Vice Admiral Shima
would command. In this connection Captain Ohmae stated that Vice Admiral
Nishimura was "highly regarded for his night combat ability, and that Vice
Admiral Ozawa (Commander Mobile (Main) Force) still regarded Nishimura as the
best night commander of all Japanese naval officers".**

The inference from the above is that the SECOND Striking Force and the
ThIRD Section were expected to operate separately, albeit closely, in the
Surigao Strait penetration. That this inference wai not derived by everyone
is illustrated by COMBATDIV ONE, who in his war diary implies the contrary
when he states, "There have been frequent discussions regarding the movements
of the SECOND Striking Foruo, but it has finally been decided to have it pene-
trate into thie anchorage from the western entrance of Surigao Strait behind
the THIRD Section in the early morning of October 25th. At times, having some
reserve strength is the best policy".****

EVEN ACCEPTING THE ADOVE-MENTTONED POSTWAR STATzMENTS AS VALID, THERE IS
CONSIDERABLE DOUBT AS To THE WISDa4 OP' •UE C(1CEPT IN THIS CSE; I.E., THAT
LEAVING THE SECCJD STRIKING F'ORCE UNDER C(OHvLNDkR SW AREA FORCE WAS THE BEST
MEANS FOR OBTAINING THE MAXIMUM EFFECTIVENESS OF THE TWO C(NMANIX (SIECOND
STRIKING FORCE AND THIRD SECTION) IN THE PENETRATION OPERATION. WOULD NOT ONE
OF THE VtvMY FACTORS WHICH THE JAPANESE STATED EARLI4 CAUS.,ED THf•l TO RETAIN
THE SECOND 'STRIKING FORCE UNDER C•%4MANDER ;SW ARKA FORCE-NOTABLY, THE FEAR

* HQ, USAFF16/7A (Rear), Military History Office, lt Endorsement, undated,
but about Decenber 7th, 1956 to President, Naval War College letter
November 7th, 1956.

N* Statement of Japlaese OffAcials in World War I1, Voliue IV, Page 20, FEC

Military H1intory Section, Statement of Rtear Admirai Toshitane Takata,
ex-IJN, kttubur 10th, 1949.

S ** HQ, U8AFFE/iA (Rear), Military History (office, letter Dectvnber 2hth,
1956 to Pre3•uienot, Naval War College.

*-**t Vice Admiral Matitmen UJgaki, UJN, (CUXiJATUIV--I), Pers.onal Diary S1C• ( ROK U,

Nip•o•1 Shupp-.n Kyod'i Kabusihiki Kalnha, (1'lkyo, March I',th, i' ý)0, Volume
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THAT THE TRANSFER OF THIS FORCE TO THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE MIGHT THIROW THE
OPERATIONS INTO CONFUSION-APPLY WITH EVEN MORE VALIDITY HERE? THIS SEEMS SO
FOR IF TRANSFERRING ONE FORCE TO ANOTHER SC4E DAYS BEFORE EXPECTED BATTLE
MWULD CAUSE CONFUSION, IS IT NOT LOGICAL TO SAY THAT FAILING TO DO SO-AND,

INSTEAD, EXPECTING THE TW) CCHMANDS (IF CONSIDERED N{CESSARY BY THE SENIOR
CG(ANLER) TO OPERATE SEPARATELY, ALBEIT CLOSELY, UNDER A SINGLE CU-MAND AND,
IN THIS CASE IN THE I*EDIATE PRESENCE OF THE ENEMY, WITHcUT ANY PRELIMINARY
CONSULTATIONS WHATSOEVER-MIGHT WELL BE EXPECTED TO CAUSE EVEN MORE CONFUSION?

Sometime after 0637 (when the contact was made) and before 0925 (when he
commented thereon by dispatch) he received a contact report on three large
carriers, two battleships and ten other ships in Latitude 250 - 30'N or
100 - 30'N, Longitude 1330 - 30'E (Plate XXXVI, Contact C). The two possible
latitudes of this contact resulted from the fact that the grid code in which
the position was sent apparently repeated every fifteen degrees and in this
case the larger grid was not indicated or was garbled. Because the composi-
tion except for the absence of one carrier and one other ship wan exactly
that of the Main Force, he probably recognized it as the M4ain Fcrce, although
the Main Force if it was on its projected track should have beer, well to the
westward. If he had had any concern as to whether or not this might be enemy,
that concern was speedily removed, for sometime before 0925 he received an
0800 dispatch from Commander Main Force (a) modifying that commander' s
original movement plan with particular reference to this day (October 22nd),
(b) pointing out that his command had been mistakenly reported by a K&noya
patrol plane as an enemy task force, and (c) giving his planned route for
future guidance.*

Disturbed by this contact report on friendjy forces adri by OCcMmuder Main
Force's reaction thereto because the two events showed clearly that (1) the
search plane's pilot had not been adequately briefed, and (2) the pilots
navigation w-s seriously in exror, he decided that it woWld be wise to alert
all .%ir command. to the situation.

Therefore, at 0925 he (a) advised al- air commanders that the Main Force,
c¢.aposed of four carriers, two battleships, three cruisers and eight destroy-
ers, would in additioo, to that authorized in Cormirier Main Force's dispat.ch
2(X)930, operate along k,,e following routes: (1) 0600 October 22xd, Latitude
240 20'N, Lwo*itude i32 0 - 15'E (at which time it would commence replenish-
ment), and (2 0600)October 23rI, L.atitude 220 - IO'N, Longitude 1270 - O0'E,
and (b) directed th.at care be taken to insure that the flying personnel of
tie ba,.i- air forces were informed :,o that they "cn clearly distirjulish these
friendliy forces". 1*

(In this connection arnd asi wit be shown Later, it is Intere2xting to note
that CLHbATh1)V ONE recorded the soa'thern position as bearing 0t5)(T), distaat

* [eta led Action Report $ain Force, SHlO No. 1 Operation, October Ž0th -

19th, 19,44, Wc 1)ocnruent 161iT35, NA 11744.
*0 CofS Comhbned Fieet 1)lipatch 22.092'5 October 1944 to Cotb.iern §'iH, I)TH

azd 7TH Ba:e Air Forces, 21', 5"iTH and 51.IST Air Flot l1las, "IT kt~tack
Force, War Diary Uh,:tN 10, Octob×!r 1944, WD)C Loc~cuenr 161i6v, NA 11739.
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500 miles from Tacloban and did not mention the northern position. It seems
pz bable thaL he, as well as those commanders operating in the Formosa -
Philippines area,, received both positions anl plotted the southern one as the
more likely and ,more dangerous to himself, and therefore this contact has
been so recorded under the Formosa - Philippines commamlers in this analycis.)

During the eaAy moi-ning and continuing until about noon, CinC Combined
Fleet, in addition *.o the 0637 contact on the Main Force, received numerous
contact reports fromi aircraft and radio direction finder fixes. The contact
report- were from beth araq and navy sources:

(I) An OW1; report (Class DI of a 2116 October 21st radio direction finder
fix on a task force bearing 067"'(T), distant 600 miles from Manila (Contact

(2) An 0810 contact on five carriers and seven other ships on course 3000
(T), bearing 090 0 (T), distant 160 kilometers (eighty-six m.iles)from Tacloban
(Contact D).*

(3) An 0810 contact on three carriers aynJ five other siips bearing 0900 (T),
distant 400 kilometers (216 miles) from Saravia (NW Negros) (Contact E).**

(4) kn 0907 -,port of eighty transports within Leyte Gulf, with no rear
forcos outside the gulf (Contact F).v*

(5) An 0920 contact on two carriers, two ba~tleships and several other
ships bearing 0870 (T), distant 330 miles from ManihA (Contact G).**

(6) A 1OlU radio direction finder fix on a ship, type unknown, bearing
0930(T), distant about 750 miles from Mandla (Contact H) ***

Based on the above contact reports CinG Combined Fleet could estimate that
his forces were opposed (a) off Luzon by a total of two carriers, distant 330I milts from Manila and (b) off Samar by a total of eight carriers within about
10) miles.

It will be noted that there are no contact reports on CVF' s. Therefore,
it can be assumed that CinG Combined Fleeto estimated that all of these ten

carriers were CV's or CVL's. However, since on the p.evious day he had
receivcl contact reports on numerous CVE's, it cak, be assumed also that he
then realized that (a) some of the above crriers wer• likely CVEs aand

* Conmrnder 31XT Communication Unit Dispatch 220445 October 1944 to
Commander Main Force, etc., Detailed Action Report, Main Force, SHO No. 1
Operation, October 20th - 29th, 19144, WDC Document 161005, NA 12-744.

S* Vice Admiral Matome Ugaki, !JN, (COMBATDIV 1), Personal Diary SENSOROKU,
Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha, (Tokyo, March 15vh, 1953), Volume
IT.

S*4* Appended Chart III, Ent myFleet Dispositions on Octcber 22nd, 1944,
Detailed Action Report M{,.in Force, SHU No. I Operation, October 0)th -

29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA J.744.•
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particularly some of those off Leyte Island, and/or (b) the CVE's had not as
yet been reported on this ctay.

Based on the 0445 report of the radio direction finder fix he could esti-
nate that his forces were opposed, in addition, by a task force of from one to
four op.'riers some 600 miles to the eastw&rd of Luzon.

Thus, his command had contacted a total of from eleven to fourteen carriere
with no CVE's as yet sighted. This cbecks closely the analysis of the preced-
ing day where, under "Operations of CinC Combined Fleet, October 21st", it was
estimated that CinC Combined Fleet was still opposed by Allied carrier forces
at least equal to the sixteen carriers and five escort carriers sighted on
October 19th.

Since his SIXTH Base Air Force was scheduled to commence its movement to
the Philippines on this day ai I to attack enemy carriers off Lamin D3ay this
night, he noted the contact reports on enemy task forces off Luz-n with
considerable interest. It was very important that he pay close attentiorý to
th-se task forces and to receive immediate information aa to whethn.r or not
they were (a) interfering with the movement of his aircrLft to Luzon, and (b)
if so, to what extent. This was so for, should the Allied carrier-based air-
craft be sufficiently effective as to cause prohibitive losses to the SIXTH
Base Air Force, it might become necessary for the Commander in Chief to
recommend a can.elletion of the enstire SHO Cne Plan.

In view of the five-day deviation from the SHO One Plan-it will be re-
called that (a) originally, the penetration operation was to strike the Allied
landing forces, surface forces ani transports at the moment of landing, and
(b) owing to certain developments in the situation, it became iiposeible to do
so and the operation had therefore been delayed for five days--CinC Combined
Fleet watched the contact reports from Leyte Gulf to reassure himself that
there was enough shipping in the gulf suitable in number and quality as
targets for the penetration operation. Because of this, it must have been
pleasing to hir to learn that on this day there still remained eighty trans-
ports inside the gulf.*

During the eevly forenoon he likely received (a) a dispatch from Commander
901st Air Group reporting that the twD night search planes operating from
Garan bi had completed their searches with negaLive results,** and(b) a move-
ment report from Commander FIMST Striking Force reporting that he had sortied
with the Main Body from Brunei Bay at 0805.

* Vice Admiral Matome Ugaki, IJN, (COMCATDIV 1), Personal Diairy SENSOROKU,
N3.ppon 5huppan Kyudo Kabushid. Kalsha, (Tokyo, March .15th, 1953), Volume

'" Go,im-nder "K1IST Air Oroup Dispatch 220715 October 19!4 to CinC Combined
Fleet, Coumn•dier 6TU PBase Air rort:e, D.tailed Action Rejp)-. 901ST Air
b-oup, Night. Searches, October 1lth - 28th, g944, WDC Doc~uir-nt 160551,

MA 12402.
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At 1205 he sent a dispatch to all forces exhorting them to do their ,tmtost
in the SHO Operatiojn.*

About this tim he probably received a dispatch regarding jamming of enemy
intelligence organizations in the Philippines by units of the SW Area Force.**

At about 1309 he received, as an information addressee, a dispatch from
COMCRUDIV SIXTEEN (a) informing addressees that CRUDIV SIXTEEN (AOBA, KINU,
IRANAMI) would arrive off the entrance to Manila Bay at about 0800 the follow-
ing morning and expected to d.apart Manila at 2400, and (b) requesting that
consideration be given to the assignment of additional units (three destroyers
and two subehasers) for carrying out the transport operation***-presumably to
be employed as antisubmarine escorts.

What CinC Combined Fleet thought of this dispatch is nowhere stated. He
could, of course, readily see from a simple plot that If CGKCRUDIV SIXTEEN did
not depart Manila until 2400 he could scarcely arrive at Cagayan on the eve-
ning of October 24th--he would have to employ an aver&ge speed of over twenty-
sir. knots 1500 miles divided by nineteen hours). He therefore could surdise
that CO14CRUDIV SIXTEEN did nio, plan to arrive at Cagayan until some time
later, even though the transports were expected to arrive in the early
evening. However, he wisely took no actic v in this matter since that was the
responsibility of Commnder SW Area Force.

He could also see that with the arrival of Coninander SECOND Striking Force
with CRUDIV NENTY-ONE and )ESRON ONE at Menila dt 0700 October 23rd and
CCtCRUDIV SIXTEEN there at 0800 of the same day, the augnerted SECOND Striking
Force would be completely assembled for the fii-t time and therefore, should
the decision of Imperial General Headquarters (Navy Section) requIre that the
SECOND Striking Force be employed for courberlandings, the nlanning would be
greatly facilitated.

By 1600 (when CaMCRUDIV SIXTEEN receivud it) he received Comnander SW Area
Force's orders concerning the first reinforcement transport operation, quoted
in full under "Operations of Commander S)W Area Force, October 22nd", to the
effect that (a) four transports, as well as CRUDIJ" S1XTMN were to arrive at
,agayan by evening of October 24th, (o) these ships, in accordance vith thc
A,%y-.Navy agreement recent]y completed by Commander SW Area Force, ware to
transport two infantry battalions to itu and were then to return to Manija,

I CinC Combinmd Fleet Dlspa'tch 22Q205 October 1944 to Combined Fleet,
Ccoandere Ch•na Area Fleet, Escort Force, Naval and Guard Di- t ricts,
Dotailed Action Report IST Striking Force, SHO Operations, October 16th
2W,', 1944, IJDC Dociument 16.1641, NA L1839.

** 31:5P Communicat.ion Unit Dispatch 221136 October 1944 to l(y1r, 315T and

32K0 Comnunni _ton Unite, info Gcm-Jere Combined Fleet, 5"W Arsa Forco.
etc., Let-iL • c• I iton Repjort BATDI , , r ' I"'
18th - 2FthO, 1)44, WDC Document 161(Y)5, NA 11744.

*** DA4MCRIt)IV 16 Disat.Ah 221239 Oc.ober L944 to Coninanders iW harea Force,
MNIP St rik_:iig Force, Info CInC Combined Fleet, etc., -etaP.le, Action
heiori CRUI)UV it, 'h() operation, 0Octot.r 17th Vth, 1944, WDLC Lto,-iuwvIlt.
16icw)1), NA lit _4.
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and (o) depending on the situation, CRUDIV SIXTEEN might be directed to
support the FIRST Striking Force.*

This dispatch uas, of course, pleasing to him as it evidenced (a) contimu-
lug action on the part of Comander S Area Force in support of the army' s
aounterlaiding operations and (b) the close attention that that commander was
giving to the developing situation to the end that, should the army at the
last moment be unable to move the above battalione, he might then recomnend
that CRUDIV SIXTEW be mLde available to Commander FIRST Striking Force for
S•1•uoet in the penetration operation.

At 1612 hi. Chief of Staff sent out a cautioning dispatch in which,
recognizing that a confusion of friendly and hostile ships, submarines and
aircraft would exist east of the Philippines, he directed that care be exer-
cimed in identification to prevent attacks on friendly forces. He then
directed his conmmnders concerned, commencing at 1200 October 24th, to (a)
direct their air and ground units in the central Philippines to attack only
carriers and transports, and (b) request the army land and air units to do
likewise.** It may well have been that one of the motivating factors for this
dispatch was the error of the Japanese plane at 0637 which reported the Main
Force as eonay.

At about 1636 he received an amplifying report relative to the contact
originally reported at 0920; i.e., the contact bearing 0870(T), distant 330
Piles from Manila (Contact G). This amplifying report was largely to the
effect that the enemy force consist-d of one light carrier (CVL), one special
carrier (CVZ?), two battleships or cruisers and some destroyers on course

8e0M(T), speed sixteen knots.*** Since this report made no important change
in his estimate, except possibly to indicate that CVE's were present, he
likely gave it little attention.

Mear•while, knowing that his surface forces were now at sea, CinC Combined
Fleet continued to study the developing situation. H&ving received an 0010
report of an enaq submarine in the Sibuywi Sea (Latitude 12 0-45'N, Longitude
1220-501E) (Contact B), he was particularly concerned over the submarine
menace which he felt was growing ever ore dangerous, Therefore, fearful that
his commanders might not be sufficiently alert to thii danger, his rhief of
Staff at 1651 advised them as follows:

• Commander SN Area Force Dispatch 221320 6ctob-r 1944 to COCR -
Transports 9, 10, 6, 102, info CinC Combined Fleet, etc., (SW Area
Force DevOpOrd No. 684), Detailed Action Report CRIM)IV 16, SH) Operation,
October 17th - 27th, 1944, XDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

* CofS Combirnd Fleet Dispatch 221612 October 1944 to A11 Fleet and
Squadron Coamanderi L(ombined Fleet, S Area Force, 61H Basi Air Force,
War Diary 61MT Air Flotilla, October 191,4', WDC Document 16164.3, NA 12260.

• ClAk Air Base Dispatch 221606 October 1944 to Major Commanders*, War
Diary DES&)N 10, October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.
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(1) Rnmy subswrine$s) transmitted urgent dispatches at 0010 in latitude
120•45'%, Lngitude 122 -50'E; (2) the enemy apparently ia assembling subma-
rines to cover channels and routes to scout movements of FIRST Striking Force
and other units; and (3) in view of this, give this matter special attention.*

Actually, the 0010 report was in error for there were no Allied submarines
in the Sibuyan Sea nor were there arn Allied submarines nearer than 100 miles.

Sometime in the early evening, he 2.ikely received (a) a movement report
frcm Comoader THLRD Section that he had sortied from Brunei Bay at 1500 and
(b) a contact report from the 1-54 at 1700 on a group of ships 450 miles east
of San Bernardino Strait (C6ntact I).** This contact, as discussed fully
under "Operations of Commander Advance Expeditionary Force, October 22nd", was
probably on TG 30.3.

It seems highly probable that about this time he received from Commander
Main Force a second dispatch regarding c~anges in his projected movement plan.
This new plan, quoted in full under "Operations of Comander Main Force.,
October 22nd", advised all commanders concerned of his projected movement and
then announced that air action would be initiated beginning at dawn, October
24th.*I*

If he had had any concern lest Comuwnder Main Force by his projected move-
mont--which was well to the eastward of his original planned routeW**.-might
be forced to choose a position on October 24th other than that designated in
the original SHO Plan (Plate XXiV), this dispatch would have removed it for he
ctuld see that the 0600 position on October 24th was almost exactly that of
tho original S0O Plan,***** and therefore Commander Main Force expected to be
beck on the planned route at that time.

During the day. and increasingly during the evening, CinC Combined Fleet
awaited with Intense intereat the arrival of reports concerning the movement of
the SIMTH Base Air Force to Luzon, which movement was to comwence on this day.

* CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 2•216-51 October 194.4 to Command r. W Area
Force, info Commanders 1S3 and 2ND' Striking Forces, C(M4CRUDIV 16,
CCGtBATDIV 2 (3RD Section), War Diary D-R(ON 10, October 1944, WDC
Document 161638, NA 11739,
Appended Chart 111, Enemy Fleet Dispositions on Utober 22nd', 1944,
Detailed Action Report Rain Force, SHO No. I Operation, October 20th
29th, L944, WDC Document. 161005, NA 11744.

* Commander Main Force Dispatch 221624 Octob',- 1944 to ALl Forces, Detail-
ed Action Report Main Force, 310 No. 1 Operation, October 20th - 29th,
3944, WDC Document 161005, NA -1744.

*i** Commander Mobile Force Dispatch 200930 October 1944 to AUl Commands,
Detailed Action Repot No. 2, OTODO, SHO No. i Operations, (ct.ober 2Ath-
28th, 1944, WDC Document 161007.

*Mobile Fnrce Operatlon Ordfer No. 76, iuin 1th, 1944, Ch)ter VI
Outline of Operations, Appended Chart .1, ATIS Document No. 39, Part "I,
Apr~li 22rtw, 1945 (NACHI Document).
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It will be recalled that (a) in his basic order issued on October 20th, he
bad directed that the above base air force was to exercise a general air
offensive from Philippine bases against remaining Allied task forces,,* and
(b) he had learned on the fnllowing day that Commaner SIXTH Base Air Force
(1) ws moving his force to the Philippines on October 22nd, (2) was making
a night attack against the enemy carriers off Lawn Bay also on October 22nd,
and (3) had tentatively scheduled a general of fensive for October 23rd.**

Therefore, he knew that (a) a large portion of the SIXTH Base Air Force,
inawling Comnder SIXTH Base Air Force, if the situation permitted, was
already en route to the Philippines and this night units of this force would
be attacking the Aliied carriers off Lamon Bay, should such carriers appear
within suitable attack range, and (b) with the arrival of Cosander SIXTH
Base Air Force in the Philippines that commander would no longer operate
directly under him but would, instead, in accordance with his DesOpOrd No.
363, come under Comuander SW Area Force (Plate XXXVII).

At 1930 (CCMDSRON TEN received it at this time) he received Commander
THkID Sectionto movement plan,**- quoted in full under "Operations of
Conander FIRST Striking Force, October 21st". He now nad the schedule of
both elements of the divided FIRST Striking Force and could see the planned
coordinated movements of the two forces. Since these movements conformed
in general with his concept represented by his dispatch 201OO6, quoted in
full under "Operations of CinC Combined Fleet, October 20th", it seems clear
that it met with his approval.

At 2024 he issued a dispatch concerning training of flight personnel in
the SIXTH Base Air Force requiring training.**** This is indicative of the
state of Japanese forces in which personnel were assigned front line units
but still required basic training.

* CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 200813 October 1944 to Combined Fleet,
CinC Southern Army, Imperial GHQ, China Area Fleet, etc., (Combined
Fleet DesOpOrd No. 363), War Diary HATEDIV 1, October 1944, WDC
Deccuent 161638, NA 11739.

** Comisander 6TH Base Air Force Dispatch 210013 Oct.ober 194 to 6TH Base
Air Force, Detailed Action Report No. 2, 102ND and 103RD Attack Units,
(701ST Air Group), Air Action in Philippines, October 23rd - Nove-Aber
15th, 1944, WDC Document 161293, NA 12505A.

S* CKMBATDIV 2 Dispatch 221155 October 1944 to CinC CAmbined Fleet,
3NCKUDIV 16, Comvanders IST and 2ND Striking Forces, 5TH Base Air
Force, Kain Force, SW Area Force, info famiakan Air Base, 33RD Guard
Unit, Dttailed Action Report 1ST Striking Force, SH) Operations,
October L6th - 28th, l?4, WDC Document 161641. MA 11839.

*- **CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 222024 October 1944 to Comnander& 2ND,
6TH apd 7TH Bass ALi Forces, 51ST Air Flotilla, (Combined Fleet
DexOpOrd No. 370), Detaied Action Report No. 2, Northern Attack Force
(2ND Base Air Force), ouober 10t.h - Novembor 15th, 1944, WDC Document
16164, NA 12262.
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At about 2310 he received a radio direction finder fix (Class B) on a
submarine in Latitude 100 - OO'N, Longitude 116 0 - OO'E, which was sending
an urgent dispatch (Contact J).* This likely was the DACE in Dangerous
Ground requesting permission to extend its patrol in order to investigate
a contact on a convoy in Latitude 110 - l1'N, Longitude U9 0 - lO'E, made
that forenoon by aircraft.**

During the day he learned that Allied aircraft were continuing to strike
the Philippines; that, among other items, Mactan and Cebu had been bombed by
B-24's tnd other type planee, and that there had been no attacks in the
Manila area.*** From naval reports he learned that about 100 aircraft had
struck the central Philippines,**** whereas if i~e maintained close contact
with the army, he learned that these strikes were reported by the FOURTH Air
Army to consist of about 189 planes of which eighty-six were land-based.
Actually, the Allies had attacked with 162 aircraft (TU 77.4 with forty-four,
the FIFTH Air Force with forty-five and the THIRTEENTH Air Force with
seventy-three).

During the day tie received intelligence information presumably from
Al• ted broadcasts as follows:

(1) An announcement that the Ph•iippine operations had been launched ona
and one-half months ahead of schedul,.-****

This announcement was not exactly true. Actually, the Philippinc,
campaign (MUiKETIER) was to be inaugurated on November 15th with the capture
of the Sararnani Bay area of Mindanao (KING I). The Leyte operation (KING
II) was scheduled to follow on December 2Oth.****-* However, as discussed in
Volume I, after C(I4THIRDTh'rV s carrier-kased strikes on Mindanao and the
central Philippines in September had indicated an unexpected weakness in
enemy air resistance, he (C(J4THIRDFLT) recommended on Snptember 13th that
KING 11 be inauguarated Immediately. As a consequence )f this recommendation,
and of CINGFAC's and CR6JOWSPAC#s concurrevce, the Joirnk Chiefs of Staff,
who were at, the Octagon conference In Quebec, on Septemler 15th, 1944,
advanced KING Ii to October ;?Oth.*-**** Tous, the re-entry irto the
Philippines was but one month alsead of schedule.

GCommandr Owada CoYmunication Unit Dispatch 222040 October 1941+ to
i;IN,, Uirnblui,1 F.let, Comaanders 601` 11 se Air Force, IST and 2N1;
6trikiui For'ces, Main Force, War Diary PE'SRON 10, October 1944,
WDC Docuwment 161[638, NA 11739.
War Patrol Report DACE, fteport of 5TH War Patrol, Serial 09,
November 6th, 1944.
Vice Adinlrai Matomw Ugaki, 1.N, (CtiabA'rT1V 1), Personal Diary
SIEN:O•Ii~i Ni•puon ShuppAn Kytd-o Kabtu;hikii Kais5ha, (Tokyo, March 15th,
19'3i, Volume 1J.

***•* at,•ir'd foi Aituation Eit Axatqs, 1 iT Section, Naval General Staff,
,October I ýJi4. WDC Docunt, t . 0•-(74 (Microfil m).

I` e ;LiAC Warning :•trurlo; No. 5, Auguit j1 t, 194.
*"-'i Volume 1, Battle for L<,yte ,utV (NavPers ')19'/)), Naval War Colil*,e,

1953, Introduction.
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(2) A statement by the commander Leyte landing force that 600 ships were
taking part in the Leyte operation.*

Whence came this statement is not known since no records thereon are
available to this analysis. However, it likely was information released to
the press by OCISOCESPAC, for the New York Times published on October 21st
an Associated Press dispatch from Leyte, which referred to a 600-ship convoy
but which clearly meant that a total of 600 ships of all types were in the
operation.** This figure was a reasonable approximation.

(3) An announcement (from the Chungking Radio) that the Allied head-
quarters had been moved from Brisbane to Hollandia.*

Since there is no date given here, the assumption is that the
Japanese believed this event had occurred at this time. Actually, this was
in error for CCOSCWESPAC's general headquarters had been officially shifted to
Hollandia on September 10th, although headquarters units had been moving to
Hollandia commencing September lst.mmu It would appear likely that (a) either
Ct3OVWSPAC or Washington had decided to release the above in•.rmation at
this time without giving an indication that this change had been made earlier,
or (b) somehow the press release ois the shift of headquarters (which press
release may have been based on CCMSOWESFAC' s 200519 wherein he had announced
that his advance headquarters had been established at Leyte and his general
headquarters and his rear echelon headquarters remained at Hollandia and
Brisbane, respectively)*x** had been misinterpreted.

WHILE THERE IS NO INFORMATION AVAILABLE WHICH DISCUSSES THE JAPANESE
HIGH COMMAND' S REACTIONS TO THE ABOVE ANNOUNCEMENTS, THE FACT THAT THEY WERE
RECORDED IN THE INTELLIGENCE SECTION OF THE JAPANESE NAVAL GENERAL STAFF FOR
USE IN THE RUNNING ESTIMA'TE SHOWS THAT THEY WERE CCOSIDE1ED OF CONSIDERABLE
IMPORTANCE. THIS SEEMS '10 HAVE BEEN BECAUSE THE ABOVE THREE ANNOUNCEMENTS,
IF TRUE, (A) GAVE STRONG INDICATIONS THAT THE ALLIES WERE HAVING MORE SUCCESS
THAN ANTICIPATED E-Vf!N BY THEMSELVES, AND (B) FORECAST MORE, AND EVEN MORE
POWERFUL, ASSAULTS ON THE PHILIPPINES Oi ADJACENT AREAS IN THE IMMEDIATE
FUTURE.

Whether or not it mus known to CinC Combined Fleet, it seems wise to
point out here that, since the evening of October 20th, there had been con-
tinued disagreement between CinC Southern Army and C.G. FOURTEENTH Area Army
relative to the defonse of the Philippines because the latter conmmander per-
sisted in insisting that the proper tefenee could only be effected by defed-
ing Luzon with maximum ground forces and Leyte with only local ground forces.

SMaterial For Situation Estimates, IST Section, Naval General Staff,
October 1944, WDC Document 216764 (Microfilm).

SThe New York Times, October 21st, 1944, Page I.
• ** Office of the Chief cf M`]AItary History li'1T endorsement (CMji Septenmber

13th, 1956) of November )5th, 1956 to President, Naval War Coliege
letter Serial 2044-56 of .September 13th, 19%,6.

•v*** GtQ, StYk!3PAC Disputch 2A-)51'9 October 1944 to All VL31'SPAC Cotm1azider
3RDFLT, etc.
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This matter is discussed more fully uzder "Operations of CinC
Combined Fleet, October 20th".

While the true mequence of events is not entirely clear for (a)
Colonel Hattori says that on this day (October 22nd) CinC Southern Army
suenoned C.G. FOURTEENTH Area Army to his headquarters and told him that he
had decided to fight tne decisive ground battle on Leyte* (rather than on
Luzon) and (b) Major General Nishimura says that this decision was made on
October 23rd-that on that day he accompanel C.G. FOURTUMH Area Army over
to CinC Southern Army' s house where they conferred for three hours in the
hope that they could persuade him to change the plan but did not suceeed,**
it is clear from both oZ the above versions that CinC Southern Army had
decided to fight the decisive ground battle on Leyte and did not choose to
discuss the matter further with C.G. FOURTENTH Area Army or Imperial General
Headquarters (Army Section).

According to Colonel Hattori, CinC Southern Army on October 22nd
(both the FOUSTEE Area Army record*** and Major General Nishimura say it
was on the 23rd) issued the feilowing order:

"1. The time has come to destroy the arrogant. enemy.

2. The FOURTWENTH Area Army wi 1 cooperate with air and naval
forces and destroy the enemy attacking Lete, employing the greatest
possible strength."*

* Colonel Takuahiro Hattori, ex-IJA, 1'History of 'he Greater East Asia
War", Volume I1, Tokyo, June 1953.
U,816SBS Interrogatio)n No. 506, M&Jor General Nishimura, Staff Officer ofthe IsTH Area Army at the time of the Leyte Campaign, Lieutenant

Goltnel Matsumac, lt.ff Officer of the liThi Area Army and Commanderf

Tonosuke Otani, Staff Officer of the 1ST Striking Force.
{ • PhilippL.e Operation, The 14TH Area Akmy Cormud in Leyte, IST

Demobilization Ministry, October 1946, Volume II, Phase j
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and CON MAIN BODY
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(1) Opera-tions of Commander FIRST Striking Force and Commander Main
Body, October ?2d, 1944.

With the comencement of this day Comnider FIRST Striking Force,
who was also Commader Main Body, in his flagship the heavy cruiser ATAGO,
was making preparations to depart. on the penetration oparation at 08MO.
His force was largely fueled but, same of his battleships were still fueling.
He knew that his vommanderi werw also preparing to depart a& were complying
ruith the provisions of Coumnder FIRST Striking Force DesOpOrd No. 4 for he
received (a) Commander SECOND Section's (COGBATDIV T1R0 ) sortie instructions
at thia time for the SECOND Section to the effect that (1) the SECOND Section
would sortie following the FIRST Section, (2) the order of departure from the
harbor for the SECOND Section would be: D&SRON TEN,, CIIDIV SEVN, BATDIV
THRE, and (3) after passing the harbor entrance and without waiting for
furthar orders, would form Alert Cruising Disposition B-I,* and (b) about
one hour later, at 0103, orders transferring the KIYOSHIMO from DESROI TWO
to DESRON TEN.**

At 0500 he learned that his ships had now completed fueling.*
Actually, all thirty-nine of his ships had fueled to capacity; this had
required a total of 15,800 tons of oil from the oilers HAKO MARU and YUHO
MARU. Sinco the cargo of oil carried by these oilers was 19,300 tons
(HAKKO MARU, 13,000 tons; YUHO MARU, 6,.300 tons),*** this left about 3500
tons in the two oilers.

Meanwhile, realizing that 300e of his oilers--all of which, with
the exception of the NIPPO MARU, had been assigned to him on October 18th
while ne was on route Lingga to Brunei Bay***--were far reroved from his
present vicinity and that therefore it woulJ be some time before him Operation
Order No. 4 was received by them, he dt ideed that it would be advantageous to
imediately organize his supply force L, Accordance with that order.

At 0700 he therefore insued the organiiatlon of his supply force
by dispatch as follows:

a) FIRST Supply Force (,.oumander ELEV1WTH Maritime Transport
Unit):

YUHO ?ARU, HAKKO HARU, ITSUKUSHIMA MARU, MA&MI MARU, CMLIRSAN
4ARU, NIPPO HARU, CIIBURI, TURISIIIMA, CD Vessel #19;

* Commandtr 2ND Section (COUBATDIV 3) Visual Dispatch 212400 October
1944 to 2ND Section 15T Striking Force, info Commander IST Striking
Force, (2ND Section SigOrd No. 7), Detailed Action Report SUZUYA, 54D
No. 1 Operation, October 18th - 25th, 1944, WDC Document 161747.

*- Cc'mmander 2N-D Section (CCMBATDIV 3) Uisual. Dispatch 2ZM103 October
1944 to 2ND Section, info ATAGO, KIYOSHIMO (2ND Section DesOpOrd mo. 6),
Detailed Action Report No. 13, DiakOb ii, 51HO Operation, October 17th -
31st, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

*--*Detailed Action Report 1ST Striking Force, SHO Operations, October 16th -

28th, 19J44, WDC I•e-uawnt 16164I, NA 11839.
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(b) SECOND Supply Force (Senior Commander):

NICHIEI MARU, RYOEI MA1iU, KURAHASHI, MIYAKE, MANJU.*

NOTE: On this day (the 22nd) the above oilers operated as follows:
HAKKO MARU arid TUHO MARU with AM 34** at 9runei Bay; MANEI MARU, ITSUKUSHIMA
MARU escorted by CHIBURI and CD Vesse. #19 from Singapore arrived Brunei Bay;
(WJROSAN MARU, NIPPO MARU escorted by ýURISHIMA and CD Vessel #27 en route
Singapore to Brunei Bay; NICHIEI MARU .rom Sana (Hainan Island) arrived
Ulugan Bay (Palawan Island); and the RYOEI MARU remained Mako.

Also at 0700, in accordance with instructions received the previous
day from C(CBATDIV ONE, the NAGATO transferred (a) one plane to the YAMATO
and ons. to the MUSASHI. and (b) seven maintenance personnel (petty officers
and men) to the MUSASHI.*** As a result of these transfers, the YAMATO had
three planes (YAMATO Nos. 1 and 2 and NAGATO No. 1) and one reserve plane;
the MUSASHI had three planes (MUSASHI Nos. 1 ar4i 2, NAGATO No. 2) and two
reserve planes; and the NAGATO had none.

At 0715 his reconnaissance seaplane was placed under ,omimand of his
Reconnaissance Seaplane Unit for movement to San Jose via Balabac and Puerto
Princesa airfields.***

At 0720 he noted that two planes (type ninety-six two-engine land
bombers) from the Miri Detachment at Miri, Borneo, had arrived over Brunei
Bay. These planes were preparing to carry out direct escort (ASP) for the
Main Body**-* as it sortied and proceeded toward Palawan Passage.

At 0745 the units of the FIRST Section, in accordance with the basic

orders, comnenced getting underway preparatory to sortie.***** Since the
various units were anchored in widely separated positions in the bay, upon
getting underway they operated more or less independently as they headed for
the entrance where they were to form cruising disposition. At 0855 they
commenced evasive maneuvers against submarines. At 1003 the YAMATO passed

Abana Hock abeam aid exited from Prunei Bay, on base course 3200 (T), speed
eighteen knots.**

Conmander 1ST Striking Force Dispatch 220700 October 1944 to KURA-
HASHI, MIYAKE, etc. (1IT Strikir, Force DesO•prd No. 57), Detailed
Action Report. 1ST Striking Force, "110 Operations, October 16th -
28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA 11839.
This may have actually been the ETOROFU as it was the E'rOROFU wbhich
was ordered to escort the HAKKO MARU and the YUHO 14ARU (Commander
1S3 Striking Force Dispatch 171125 October 194. to IhAKKO MARU,
ET(EOFU, DZRON 10, etc., War Diary DESRON 10, October 1944, WDO
Document 161638, NA 11739).
Detailed Action Report UATDIV 1, 31H0 No I operation, October 18th -
28th, 1944, WDC Docliment 161005, NA 117t.

•*-** Detailed Action Report 901st Air Group [iri Detachmnerit), October
1944, WDC Document iO360-), NA 12366.

•**i-* War Diary MYOK0, October 1944, WDC Document 161636, NA 11973.
***** Detailed Action Report No, 3, YAMATS,, S31O No. I Anti-air arid ý;urface

Actions, October 17 - 28th, 194A, WDC Document, 161639.
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At this time the FIRST Section was composed of three battleships,
six heavy cruisers, one light cruiser ard nine destroyers organized as
follows: BATDIV ONE (YAMATO (FF), MUSASHI, NAGATO); CRUDIV FOUR (ATAGO (FFF),
MAYA, TAKAO, CHOKAI); CRUDIV FIVE less MCGAMI (MYOKO (F), HAGUaO); DESRON TWO
less SHIGURE, KIXOSHIMC plus SHIMAKAZE (NOSHIRO (F), SHIMAKAZE); DESDIV TWO
less KIYOSHIMO (HAYASHIMO, AKISHIMO); DESDIV THIRTY-ONE (KISHINAMI, NAGANAMI,
CKINMI (F), ASASHIMO); and DESDIV THITY-TWO (HAMANAMI, FUJINAMI).

At 0820 the units of the SECOND Section, also in accordance with the
basic orders, commenced getting underway preparatory to sortie.* It is
assumed that this section passed Abana Rock about 1030, likewise on base
coarse 3200 (T), speed eighteen knots.

At this time the SECOND Section was composed of two battleships, four
heavy cruisers, one light cruiser and six desteoyers organized as follows:
BATDIV THREE (KONGO (FF), HARUNA); CRUDIV SEVEN (KUMANO (F), SUZUYA, CHIKUKA,
TONE); DESRON TEN less DESDIV' s FOUR, FORTY-ONE, SIX!Y-ONE plus NOWAKI,
KIYOSHIMO (YAHAGI (F), NOWAK1, KIYOSHIMO); and DESDIV SEVENTEEN (URAKAZE (F),
HAMAKAZE, YUKIKAZE, ISOKAZE).

Conmander FIRST Striking Force, who from now on will be known when
referring to the Main Body as Commander Main Body, planned to hold this course
of 3200 (T) for several hours to avoid a possible submarine patrol area off
Brunei Bay. Although he did not know it, there were no Allied submarines
nearer than the DARTER which at this time was about 150 miles to the north-
east in Palawan Passage. The HAMAKERHEAD, which had been guardirxg the SW
approaches to Brunei Bay, vas at this time en route home. Thus, the Main
Body was enabled Lo sortie without detection.

Meanwhile, the units of the THIRD Section, which section was not to
depart until 1500, remained at anchor and continued sortie preparations.
As this THIRD Section will be discussed separately, it will be dropped from
discussion here.

THAT C(OMANDER MAIN BODY WAS NOT TOO CONCERNED OVER POSSIBLE LLLIED
SUHMARINES GUARDING THE APPROACHES TO BRUNEI BAY SEP11S CLEAR FOR, EXCEPTING
FOR HIS MOVEMENT TO THE WESTWARD ON COURSE 3200 (T), HIS ZIGZAGGING, AND THE
EVASIVE MANEUVERS BY HIS SHIPS AGAINST SUBMARINES AS THEY 'CORTIED PREPARATORY
TO FCf04ING THEIR CRUISING DISPOSITIONS, HE TOOK NO OTHER ACTION. CONTRARY
TO USUAL JAPANESE PRACTICE,** ANLD TO HIS OWN STANDING (IDhM THEREON,*** HE
NOT ONLY FAILED TO EMPLOY HIll DFSTROYkRS TO CONDUCT AN ANTISUIEARINE SWEEP
OUTSIDE THE HARBOR PRIOR TO THE soRTIE OF THE HEAVY SHIPS, BUT LOC! L DEFFriSE

* War Diary CRUDIV 7, October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.

W* CINCPAC-CINCPOA Weekly Intelligence Bulletin, Vol. 1, No. 4, August
4th, 1944, Addendun, KNOW YOUR EN1U4Y, Jaqnese Underwater Sound Gear
and Methods,.

*** IST Striking Force Standing Order No. 2, January 1944, ATIS Document
No. 39, Part X, August 12th, 1945 (NACHI Document).
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FORCES--IF THERE WERE ANY--LIKEWZISE FAILhL TO DO SQ. INSTEAD, HE APPEARiS TO
HAVE RELIED ENTIRELY ON THE COVERAAGF GIVEN BY THE PLANES OF THE MIRI DETACH-

KENT. WHY THIS WAS IS NOT ENTIRELY CLEAR FOR HE HAD BEEN ADVISED BY Di3PATCH
t THE 20TH-HE RECEIVED IT ON THE 21ST--THAT HIS FORGE HAD LIKELY BEFN DIS-
GUVEED BY ALLIED PATROL PLANES, * AND THEREFORE HE MIGIr RFESONABti HAVE
EXPECTED ALLIED SURMARINES TO E TN WAIZNG OFF THE ENTRANCE. FOR THIS
REASON, HIS LA(C OF NORMAL SCREENING PRECAUTIONS, PARTICULARLY ON SORTIE,SFW. lbgizOUND.

IN THIS CONNECTION, IT SEEKS WISE TO POINT OUT HERE A FACT WHIC9 WILL
BE DISCUSSED MORE FULLY PRESENTLY; THAT THIS LACK OF CONCERN OVER POSSIBLE
ALLIED SUEMARINES GUARDING THE APPROACHSS TO BRUNEI BAY WAS NOT RESTRICTED TO
THE BRUNEI BAY AREA ALONE BUT SEEKS TO HAVE APPLIED TO THE WHOLE AfULA THROUGH
WHICH THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE WOULD PASS Ei• ROUTE TO LEYTE. THIS WAS HIGH-
LIGHTED BY THE POSTWAR 3TATEMENT (1945) OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF FIRST STRIKING
FORCE WHO, IN REPLY TO A QUERY AS TO WHETHER THERE WAS "ANY EMPHASIS PLACED
ON RADAR SEARCH AND ON ANTISUBMARINE MEASURES", REPLIED, "WE DID NOT WORRY
MUCH ABOUT THE SUBMARINE PROBLEM, CONCENTRATING ON AIRCRAFT AND SURFACE
VESSEL".1.*"

At the time of his sortie from Brunei Bay, he had at his disposal in
the battleships and cruisers of the FIRST and SECOND Sections at least forty-
one and probably forty-five reconnaissance seaplanes (Table 3). This

* disagrees with his clearly erroneous statement in his action report that he
had transferred his reconnaissance seaplanes to San Jose (Minidoro) and tht-e-
fore his forward patrol and direct escort patrols were carried cut by the
901st Air Group.***

As previously stated imder "Opo, ratjonq of 2:nrnander FIRST Striking
Force, October 2lst", he had issued his plan for the operation of these

* planes on October 18th. Although this directive is not available to this
Sstudy, it is clear from later dispatches that (a) it was a modification of

his basic ''HO Operations Orderx-rM (Comander FIRST Striking Force Top Secret
Operation Order No. 1) and provided, in part, for the oronation of shore-
based reconnaissance units to cover the movements of his force.***-*

• * Commander Communications Force Dispatch 202329 October 1944 to CinC

Combined Fleet, Coimander .ST Striking Force, info Cormnanders jW
Aroa Force, Mobile Force, War Diary DESRON 10, October 19144, WDC
Document 161638, NA 11739.

* * USSBS Interrogations of Japanese Officials, Nay No, 35, Interrogation
of Rear Admiral Tomiji Koyanagi, IJN, Page 147.

S*** Detailed Action Report 1ST Striking Force, J11O Operat. ins, October

16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA 11339.
**C*M(NcRUDIV 5 Visual Dispatch 212122 October 1944 to CRUDIV 5, (CRUDIV 5

Sigord No. 5), Detailed Action Report No. 15, MYOKO, battle off the
Philippines (Anti-Aircraft Action in Mindoro Sea), October 24th, 1944,
WIIC Docuvnent 161647.
COMHATUIV .1 Dispatch '13A758, October 1944 to ships carrying aircraft,

Detailed Action Report RAT01V I, 31k0 No. i Operation, October I1Ith -

2A3tth, 1944, WDC Document 161C)O5, NA 11744.
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The above two cperation orders provided for the employment of
reconsaiseance aircraft as follows: (a)(1) direct escort patrols (ASP)
about the force, (2) forward patrol (searches) along the line of advance
ahead of the force, and (3' searches into the area of enemy operations
(Leyte Gtlf and vicinity); (b) for the most part, upon completion of
the task assigned, these planes were to proceed to San Jose (Mindoro)
and thonceforth were to operate from land bases; and (c) the major part
of these planes were organized into the FIRST, SECOND and THIRD
Reconnaissance Units which were to operate first from the ships, and
then from the shore bases as desired by the commander.

At 1020 Commander Main Body, who also conmmnded the FIRST Section,
directed (a) the FIRST and SECOND Sections to form Alert Cruising
Disposition Y-19* (What this disposition was is not fully known but it
seems to have been a disposition with the FIRST Section leading the
SECOND Section in column by six. kilometers), (b) the FIRST Section to
form Alert Cruising Disposition Y-22,* and (c) each unit to zigzag
independently.** The nature of Y-22 with the location of its units is
known and is shown on Plate X=1.VII

At this same time the SECONDSection commenced forming Alert
Cruising Disposition B-1.*** 1tWat this aisposition was i1 not "a".'wn bu.
it is assumed Lhat it was similar to Y-22.

The result of the above was that, when Alert Cruising Disposition
Y-19 was finally formed, the FIRST Section was in disposition Y-22, the
SECOND Section in Disposition B-l, and the entire command was zigzagging
by the "X" mothel qt eighteen knot-i,

SINCE, IN SELECTING THE ROUTH THROUGH PALAWAN PASSAGE AND IN
DISCUSSING THE SAME ON THE ATAGO AT THE CONFERENCE HMLD ON THAT SHIP THE
PREVIOUS EVENING, COMMANDER FIRST STRIKING FORCE HAD RXPHASIZED THE SUB-
MARINE TH1REAT IN THAT PASSAGE, HAD STATFD THAT IT WAS GREATEST THERE, AND
HAD PROBABLY DISCUSSED THE DISPOSITIONS TO BE EMPLOYED, IT CAN BE CCNCLUDED
THAT HE AND HIS CAPTAINS WERE FULLY AWARE OF THE POSSIBILITY OF ALLIED
SU1aARINES IN'TERFERING WITH HIS OPERATIONS. THEY WERE ALSO AWARE OF TiE
FACT THAT JAPANESE ECHO RANGING EQUIPMENT DISPLAYED ITS GREATEST EFFECTIVE-
NESS WHEN THE RANGING SHIP WAS PROCEEDING AT TEN KNOTS OR 1ESS WITH TWELVE
KNOTS AS THE MAXIMUM EFFECTIVE SEARCHING SPEED, AND THAT IT TENDED TO
DIMINISH RAPIDLY IN EFFECTIVENJ__ AS THE SPEED INCREASEDNm** AND THAT THE

* Detailed Action and Battle Lessons Report ATAG(, October 23rd, 1944,
WDC Document 161747.

M* Commander 1ST Striking Force Visual Dispatch 221020 Octo'.er 194" to
IST Striking Force, Detailed Action Report No. 2, DESDIV 31 (KISHINAMI),
AA and surface Actions, October 441Ln - 26Lh, 1944, W)C Document 161717,
NA 11801.

**t War Diary CGUDIV 7, October 194", WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.
***i• CINCI'AC-CINCPUA Weekly Intelligenwe 11ulletin, Vol. 1, No. 4, Aupuat 4th,

1944, Addendum, KNOW YOU1 ENEMY, Japanese Underwater Sound Gear and
Methods.



Aircraft in FIRST Striking Force upon sortie from Brunrmi Ba,.
October 22nd, 194

Aircraft Known to Aircraft Probably

be aboard on board
(a) FIRMT Section

(1) r3ATDIV ONE
YAMATO 4 4

MUSAASH2 55
NAGATO 0 0

(2) CRUDIV FOUR
ATAGO 1 2
TAKAO 2 2
CHCKAI. 2 2
MAYA ? 2

()CRLJDIV FIVE
MiCKO 2 2
FAGIRO 2 2

(4) DEMRON TWO
NOSHIRO 2 2

(5) Total FIRST Section 20 23

(b) SECOND Section

(1) BATDIV THME
KONGO 2 2
HARUNA 1 2

(2) CRUDIV SEVN
KULANO 3 3
3VrZUYA 3 3
CHIKuMA 5 5
TONE 5 5

(3) DEsON TEN
YARAGI 2 2

(4) Total SECOND Section 21 22

(5) Total FIRST and SECONf
Sections 43 45

(c) THIRD Section

(1) RATDIV TWO
SYAMASHIRO ?2

FUSO 2 2

2) MOCGAMI 6 6

(3) Total THIRD Section iO

(d) Grand Total FIRST, SECOiD, THIRD
= Sectionm 49 55
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DESTRUMS AND LIGHT CRUISERS EQUIPPED WITH SUCH ECHO RANGING COULD NOT HAV.T'
BEEN PARTICULARLY EFFECTIVE AT EIGHTEEN UR ETLN SIXTEEN KNOTS, EVEN THOUGH, AS
A RESULT OF TESTS CONDUCTMD AT LINGGA, THERE HAD BEEN A "CONSIDERABLE IMPR•VE-
KN~T IN EFFICIENCY IN ANTISUBNAPINE DETECTION".* THERE IS NO STATEMENT AS TO
THE SPEEDS EMPLOYED IN THESE TESTS. PERHAPS THE SOUND CONDITIONS IN THE
LIMNGA AREA WERE BETTER THAN AVERAGE.

WHY, THEN, DID HE EMPLOY (A) THE ABOVE CRUISING DISPOSITIONS (1)
Y-22 AND (2) T-19, AND (B) EIGHTEEN KNOTS WITH AN SOA OF SIXTEMN KNOTS?

AS IARDS ITEM (A)(1) WHILE THE ANSWER IS NOWHERE AVAILABLE,, SINCE
CUMMANDER MAIN BODY DOES NOT EXPLAIN HIS DECISION TO RMPLOY THESE
DISrOSITIONS, IT SHOUID BE EMPHASIZED HERE THAT DISPOSITIONS WITH THE GENERAL
CHARACTERISTICS OF Y-22 ARE SHOWN UNDER "ORDER OF CRUTSING UNDER ALERT"
DISPOSItiONS IN THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE ATTACK FCOCE DOCTRINE.** SINCE
THESE LATTER DISPOSITIONS WERE ORIGINALLY ISSUED BY THE PRESENT Ca4MANDER
FIRST STRIKING FORCE, IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT THEY FULLY MET HIS REQUIREMENTS.
WHY THIS WAS SO IS NOT CLEAR FOR IT HAD LONG BEEN RECOGNIZED IN THE UNITIM
STATES NAVY THAT THE BEST DISPOSITION FOR OBTAINING A REASONABLE DEFENSE
AGAINST SUF11ARINES INCLUDED AS A PRDMARY ITEM AN ANTISUBI4ARINE SCREEN OF
DWATROYERS EQUIPPED WITH SUPERSONIC EQUIPMENT FOR DETECTION, TRACKING AND
ATTACK OF SUBMARINES AND SO STATIONED IN ADVANCE OF THE SHIPS SCREENED AS TO
COVER ALL POS&IBLE SUBKARINE APPROACH SECTORS WITH THE NIMBER OF SHIPS
AVAILABLE AND AT THE SAME TIME TO AVOID MUTUAL SONIC AND TACTICAL
INTERFERENCE.~*I

IT IS DIFFICULT TO BELIEVE THAT THE JAPANESE WERE NOT FULLY ALERT
TO THIS CONCEPT. BUT WHETHER OR NOT THEI WERE SO ALERT IS NOT SO IMPORTANT
AS THE FACT THAT THEY FAILED, AT LEAST IN THIS CASE, TO EMPLOY THEIR
DESTROTERS IN THIS MANNER. INSTEAD, THEY LEFT THE AHEAD SECTORS ENTIRELY
EXPOSED AND COVERED ONLY THE FLANKS. WHAT THEY HOPED TO GAIN BY THIS IS NOT
CLEAR FOR, BY SO DOING, THEY MADE IT POSSIBLE FOR SUBMARINES TO ATTACK
FRaM AHEAD FRCM THE MOST DESIRABLE ATTACK POSITIONS.

There are Indications that a disposition such as 1-22 was normally
employed astern of a destroyer screen, one example of which was composed
of two lines of destroyers. This type screen required that one line
search well ahead of the unit screened at eleven knots while the other
line advanced at twenty-six knots. This enabled the force screened to

* Detailed Action Report No. 13, DESRON 10, SHO Operation, October
17th - 31st, 1944, WDC Document 161005, MA 11744.

S1ST Striking Force Standing irtler No. 2 of January 1st, 1944 and
No. 15 of May 1st, 194, ATIS DocumenL No. 39, Part X, August 12th,
1945 (NACHI Document).

SGeneral Tactical Instructions, Unlted States Navy (FTP 188), Office
of the Chief of Naval Operations, Division of Fleet Training, 1940,
Chapter 1, Paragraph 1003.
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zigzag independently of the screening units at a speed of eighteen knots.*
However, in the case under discussion, the only search well ahead was by the
forward patrol planes. Could it have been that Cosmander FIRST Striking
Force considered this plane search the equivalent of the destroyer screen?

AS REGARDS rEM (A)(2) (THE OVERALL DISPOSITION Y-19), IT SEE14S WISE,
TO POINT OUT HERE THAT IT HAD LONG BEEN UNITED STATES NAVAL DOCTRINE TO
AVOID HAVING SHIPS IN DEPTH WHEN THE PREDCMINANT THREIAT WAS SUBMARINE ATTACK.
THIS DOCTRINE WAS STATED AS FOLLOWS: "WHEN SUBMARINE ATTACK IS THE PRE-
DOMINANT THREAT, THE DISPOSITION SHOULD HAVE WIDTH RATHER THAN DEPTH".**
IT WILL BE OBSERVED THAT DISPOSITION Y-19 WAS THE REVERSE; I.E., DEPTH
RATHER THAN WIDTH.

As regards item (b), the SOA of sixteen knots, which he knew was too
fast to give very efficient sonar performance, had been forced on him by
several factors over which he had little control, notably his departure time
from Brunei Bay (because of fueling requirements) and his arrival time at
Leyte Gulf (which had been set by CinC Combined Fleet). (Discussed under
"Operations of Commander FIfVST Striking Force, October 21st").

MINDFUL OF THIS, HE SEIS TO HAVE FELT THAT SINCE (A) ALLIED SUB-
MARINES WOULD BE KEPT SUBMERGED BY JAPANESE FORWARD AIRCRAFT, AND (B) HE
WAS ZIGZAGGING, HE WAS REASONABLY SAFE UNLESS A SUBMARINE SIMPLY HAPPENED
TO BE IN A CORRECT FIRING POSITION ON ONE OF THE ZIGZAG LECS. IF THIS WAS
HIS FEELING, IT HAD SCME JUSTIFICATION FOR DAYLIGHT OPERATIONS, BUT DOES IT
NOT SEM CLEAR THAT HIS FEELING WOULD HAVE HAD MORE JUSTIFICATION HAD HE
EM1PLOYED A DESTROYER SCREEN IN ADDITION?

At 1025, with the YAMATO bearing 244°(T), distant eight and three-
tenths miles from Kuraman Light, the entire Main Body, while steaming at
eighteen knots, conmenced zigzagging by the "X" method*** which, as
mentioned later, gave a speed made good of sixteen knots,

At 1lO the two direct escort planes from Miri were relieved by
two additional planes from Miri. They then departed for Miri where they
landed at 1200, having sighted no enemy craft of any kind.****

During the night and the succeeding forenoon, he awaited with
keen interest the reports of Japanese search planes as well as contact
reports from other sources. It seems probable that he received the various
contact reports as follows:

S* CINCPAC-CINCPOA Weekly Intelligence Bulletin, Vol. I, No. 4, August
4th, 1944, Addendum, KNOW YOUR ENEMY, Japanese Underwater Sound Gear
and Methods.
Current Tactical Orders and Doctrine, U.S. Fleet (USF iOA), United
States Fleet, Headquarters of the Commander-in-Chief, 1944, Page 3-3.

*W* ~Detailed Action Report No, 3, YAMATO, SHt No. 1 Anti-air and Surface
Actions, October 17th - .,9'th, 19%4, WDC Document 161639.

*A** Detailed Action Report 901ST Air Group (Miri Detachment), October
19414, WDC Document 160369, NA 12366.
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(1) An 0445 report (Class D) of a 2116 October 21st radio direction
finder fix on a task force bearing 087 0 (T), distant 600 miles from Manila;*
(Plate XIXVI, Contact A);

(2) Between 0637 and 0925 a contact on three large carriers, two
4attJu..i4s, :,id ten oth-er ships in Tatitude 250 - 30'N or 100 - 30'N,
Longitude 1330 - 30'E (Contact C). (That he accepted the lower latitude, as
did OOMBATDIV ONE, as the more correct seems likely for that commander in
his personal diary gave the position of the contact as 0950 (T), distant 500
miles from Tacloban.);

(3) An 0810 contact on five carriers ard seven other ships on course
3000(T), bearing 0900 (T), distant 160 kilometers (eighty-six miles) from
Taclobara (Contact D);

(4) An 0810 contact on three carriers and five other ships bearing
0900 (T), distant 400 kilometers (216 miles) from Saravia (NW Negros)
(Contact E);

(5) An 090'7 report of eighty transports within Leyte Gulf, with no
rear forces outside the gulf (Contact F);

(6) An 0920 contact on two carriers, two battleships and several
other ships bearing 087 0(T), distant 330 miles from Manila (Contact G);

(7) A loll radio direction finder fix on a ship, type unknown,
bearing 0930 (T), distant about 750 miles from Manila (Contact H).

"Based on the above contact reports, Commander FIRST Striking Force
could estimate that his forces were opposed (a) off Luzon b3 a total of
two carriers, distant 330 miles from Manila, and (b) off Ssaar by a total
(1) of eight carriers within 100 miles, and (2) of three carriers well to
the eastward (about 500 miles). And, if he gave any weight to the 045
Class D radio direction finder report, he could estimate that his forces
were opposed, in addition, by a task force of from one to four carriers
wome 600 miles to the eastward of Luzon. From this, he could see that,
if these carriers remained off Philippine waters without much charne in
position, he might well be attacked wh tle passing through the Sibuyan Sea
by planes from a minimum of eight carrit -- Mich, ar suming four were large
carriers (CV) and four small carriers (c) ,4 d based on an average number
of. planes per carrier (large carrier ninety-aix planes, small carrier
thirty-three planes), would be 516 planes. This was not a pleasant
eventuality to contemplate, but it is presumed that he hoped to be able to
defeat these sttacks by (a) the power of the three Japanese air forces (FIFTH
and SIXTH Base Air Forces, FOURTH Air Army) which he knew would be operating
in the Philippines at the time of his passage and (b) by his antiaireraft
guns and maneuver.

* Cumaer 31ST Comnmicaticn Unit Dispatch 220445 October 1944 to
Cournnder Ma.'-,i Force, etc., Detailei Action Report Main Force, SHO No. I
Operation, October 20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
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mxactly what information he had at this time rolative to the strength
of the (a) Japanese air forces and (b) enemny surface forces is not
specifically recorded.

As regards item (a), vince OOMB&TDIV ONE on October 20th had certain

informat.on tuereon, it seems likely thatt he had it as well. This infor-
mationa follows:

(1) ". . . the air strength in the Philippines area is only 60 - 70
planes, the combined strength of the FIFTH Base Air Force and the FOURTH Air
Army. The SIXTH Base Air Force is now regT-suping its strength and it is
learned that its total operational aircraft strength is 232. We, together
with this strength, are going to have to destroy the enemy. Our
responsibility is indeed heavy."*

Whether he had the current information adjusting the SIXTH Base Air
Force operational aircraft total to 330** and the FOURTH Air Army' s planned
buildup to some 172"** operatLonal aircraft by October 24th is not known,

but as no mention is made in documents available it seems unlikely.

(2) The Main Force had sortied on October 20th; with 116 aircraft
embarked.* (Since he had known of the general lack of training of the
carrier pilots, it is probable that he had no illusions as to the competence
of the pilots).

That he and his staff were concerned about the support of the land-
based air is evident from (a) CKH4BATDIV ONE's statement (Item (1) above),
(b) his own postwar statement, "It was understood from the beginning .

postwar statement, ". . . It was indispensible that we have the cooperation

of friendly air forces."****"

* Vice Admiral Mattme Ugaki, IJN, (CC14BATDIV 1), Personal Diary

SENSORKU, Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha, (Tokyo, March 15th,

1953), Volume II.
** CofS 6TH Ease Air Force Dispatch 200002 October 1944, (Addressees

Unknown), War Diary 1030D Attack Unit, (701ST Air Group), Kokubu
Detackuent, October 13th - 31st, 1944, WDC Document 160258, NA 12592.

*-* 2%D Air Division Operation Order A-207, October 22nd, 1944, Documents

from file of Lieutenant Coloi.,el Katsuo Sato, IJA, Staff Officer,
4TH Air Army, Department of the Army, Historical Division Microfilm

*U-. USSB3 Interrogations of Japanese Officials, Nay No. 9, Volume I,

Interrogation of Vice Admiral Takeo Kurita, J•N, Page 36.
S***-e Rear Admiral Tomiji Koyanagi, ex-IJN, "The Battle of Leyte Gulf--

A Retrospection", MS Translation by Captain Toshikazu Ohmae, ex-IJN,
edited by Roger Pineau, 1952, Office of the Chief cf Naval
Operations (Op- 2 91).
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As regards item (b) there Is considerable general evidence that he
was seriously concerned over the strength of the enemy surface forces which
he might encounter (1) when he passed through San Bernardino Strait and
proceeded off the east coast of Samar toward Leyte and (2) inside Leyte Gulf.
He likely received with concern those contact reports which emphasized
carriers and nealected battleships, cruisers and destroyers, many of which
he Vell knew were in Leyte Gulf. As discussed at some length under
"Operations of Conmander FIRST Striking Force, October 20th", he knew from
POW interrogations that in addition to those battleships in TF 38 there
were eight battleships attached directly to THIRDFLT.* That he largely
accepted the POW information is borne out by postwar interrogations in
which he stated that he expected to find in Leyte Gulf "two hundred
transports, seven battleships with appropriate accompanying cruieers and
destroyers. o*

Thus, as the elements of the FIRST Striking Force put to sea, it is
likely that he (a) had no illusions either of the strength of Japanese
forces or that of the Allies which he opposed, and (b) approached the task
with the same air of determination as did C04BATDIV ONE who said, "However,
as the Ancients said, 'If you have enough deteimination, even the devil
will avoid you.i"'*It 1215, in accordance with orders which he had issued at 1140,*
he changed course to 0150 (T), and at 1217 resumed zigzagging.****

At 1400 he noted that two planes of the Takao Detachment, 901st
Air Group, which had arrived at Miri at 1700 the preceding day, had arrived.
on station to relieve the two planes already there. At 1500 he noted that
these latter two planes had daparted for Puerto Princesa (where they
lani~ed at 1550, having sighted no enemy craft of any kind).**N**-

By going to Puerto Princesa, they made themselves available for
escort duty on the followxig day for the Hain Body as it passed through
apper Palawan Passage.

Also at i500 he knew that the THIR1D Section should now be sortieing
from Brunei Bay, and since he had heard nothing to the contrary, he un-
doubtedly assumed that all was going welUl-which w•s correct.

* JUSSBS Interrogations of Japanese Officials, Nay No. 9, Volume I,
Interrogation of Vice Admiral Takeo Kurita, IJN, Page 36.

** Vice Admiral Matore Ugaki, IJN, ((;CbATDIV 1), Personal Diary SENSORCLI
Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaiaha, (Tokyo, March 15th, 1953),
Volume II.

* * Coxmonder IST Striking Force Dispatch 221140 October 1944, Detailed
Action Report No. 2, DESDIV 31 (KISHINAMI), Anti-Aircraft and Surface
Actions, October 24th - 26th, 1944, WDC Document 161717, NA 11801.

** Detailed Action Report No. 3, YAMATO, SH0 No. 1, Anti-Air and Surface
Actions, October 17th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161639.

*'* Detailed Action Report 901ST Air Group (Mirl Detachment), October
1944, WDC Domasent I&3k9, kA 7.
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At 1523 he issued a directive for his search and escort aircraft
for the movement from Brunei Bay to Leyte Gulf. This directira-hls SigOrd
No. 189--assigned his shipboard aircraft in accordance with his FIRST
Striking Force OpOrd No, One as follows:

(a) Forward Fatrol, No. Three Disposition: 1 plane each from
ATAGO, CHCKAI and YAHAGI;

(b) Anti-Subnarine Patrol, No. Six Disposition:

(i) First Group-one plane from BATDIV THiEE, two from NOSHIRO.

(2) Second Group-two planes from CMUDIV SEVEN, one from CHOKAI.

(3) Third Group-two planes from CRUDIV SEVEN, one from YAHAGI.

(4) Fourth Group-two planes from CRUDIV SEVEN, one from ATAGO.

(c) Search and Anti-Submarine Attack Standby:

THIRD Shore-based Recco Unit (less CRUDIV FOMA and DESRON TEN
planes) .*

'This directive also ordered No. 3 (thirty-minute standby)** aircraft
alert* for aircraft assigned.

At 1555 he received a message fiom the CinC Combined Fleet exhorting
all forces to do -.hsir utmost in the SHO operation,g*% and sometime after
this he probably received GofS Combined Fleetts 221612 (discussed in full
under "Operations of CinC Combined Fleet, October 22nd") which, in part,
warned all coumarders, and especially air commanders, of the forthcoming
operations east of the Philippines and directed them (a) to take extreme
care in identification and recognition in order to avoid possible attacks
on friendly forces, and (b) after 1200 October 24th, aircraft to attack only
carriers and transports and to refrain from attacking other surface ships
except where positively idenrtified as an enemy task force.****

SComum.nder 1ST Striking Force Dispatch 221523 October 1944, addressees
uniAtelligible but presumably included IST Striking Forcn (IST StrikingForce SigOrd No. ?.89), Detailed Action Report KONGO, SHO Operation,

October 22nd - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161637.
S** Derived from CARDIV 4 Top Secret Standing Order No. 20, ATIS Document

No. 39, Part X, August 12th, 1945 (NACHI Document), Page 15.
•'• CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 221205 October 1944 to Combined Fleet,

Detailed Action Report IST Striking Force, SHO Operations, October
16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Dociunt 161641, NA 11839.

**-* CofS Ccmbined Fleet Dispatch 221612 October 1944 to All Fleet and
Squadrion Commarnern, SW Area Force and 6TH Base Air Force, et, ., War
Diary, 61ST Air FiotLiia, October 194.4, NJDC Document 161643, NA 12260.
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At 1700 he issued SigOrd No. 190 as follows:

(a) FIRST Reconnaissance Unit--Tomorrow (October 23rd) after carrying
out the forward patrol this unit will transfer to San Jose. The forward
patrol will consist of No. Four DI spooition, base search line 0350(T), planes
to search in parallel lines with "L" (interval between search lines) twenty
infles and no "PA";

(b) THIRD Group: Two planes from CRUDIV SEVEN and one from YAHAGI;

(c) FOURTH Group: Two planes from CRUDIV t !•EN and one from ATAGO;

(d) Search and Anti-submarine Attack Standby: THIRD Shore-based
mRcco Unit (less CRJDIV FOUR and DESRON TEN aircrtft); and

(e) All duty aircraft to be on No. 3 aircraft standby.*

This SigOrd appears to have been a modification of SigOrd No. 189
issued several hours earlier and specified for the first time the date
(October 23rd) upon which the movement ashore of his ship-based aircraft
would commence.

At 1742 he received a dispatch from the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet
to the effect that (a) enemy submnrines transmitted urgent dispatches at 0010
in Latitude 120 - 45'N, Longitude 1220 - 50'E (Contact B), (b) the enemy is
apparently assembling submarines to cover channels and routes and to scout
the movements of the FIRST Striking Force as well as other units, and (c) all
conmmanders were to give this matter special attention.**

While this dispatch did not present any concepts alien to those which
Commander FIRST Striking Force had already given previous consideration in
his planning for the penetration operation, the fact that it did present an
affirmative indication of one or more submarines in the Sibuyan Sea and there-
fore near the planned route of his FIRST Striking Force should have emphastized
the importance of antisubmarine measures.

Tha fact that, despite this, he as Commander Main Body made no change
in his cruising disposition once again affirms the opinion expressed earlier
that he was satisfied with Jtc capabilities.

During the afternoC n and early evening he received reports on aircraft,
submarines and mines. as followm:

* Coumander 1ST Sriking Force Dispatch 221700 October 1944 to GtUDIV 7,
BATDIV 3, info all BATDIV's, CRUDIV'e and DESROt's (IST Striking Force
SigOrd No. 190), Detailed Action Report BATDIV 1, SHO No. 1 Operation,
October 18th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

** ConS Combined Fleet Dispatch 221651 October 1944 to Commander SW Area
Force, ifo IST and 2ND Striking Forces, COMCMIDIV 16, COMBATDIV 2
(3RD Secti,,.x), War Diary DFSRCO 10, October 1944, WDC Document ].6t163P,

NA 11739.
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(1) Just prior to 1356 from the CH(KAI on two to five ai',f:rafL
bearing 0900 (T), di.stant fifty-elght kilometers (approximately thirty.-one

miles) for at that time the ATAGO notified the FIRST Section of this contact;*

(2) At 1431 from the NOSkIKCO on a subearina periscope bearing 0400(T)
which tt 1434 she reported to be a duxmy;**

(3) At 1535 from the TAKAO on a submarine bearing 0300 (T) which at
1540 she reported to be a false contact;**

(4) At 1548 from the YAJATO on a floating mine;***

(5) At 173,S (a) from the MUSASHI on a floatirg mine bearing 2"O 0 (T)*N"
(b) from the ATAGO on a submarine periscope bearing 075 0 (T) which at 1745
she reported to be a false contact;**** and

(6) At 1758 from one of his forward patrol aircraft (Takao
Detachnent--operating from Miri) on a submarine; although thts was a false
contact, he did not know it and asst.aed No. One alert which he held for
some time.***-

He took evasive maneuvers to avoid contacts (2) and (5). ActuaLLy,
all of the above contacts on submarines were false contacts as there were no
Allied or Japanese submarines in the immediate area at this tifte.

Since (a) sunset was at about 1856, and (b) the 901st Air Group
considered that, owing to a lack of the necessary facilities, the night use
of airfields was difficult, it seems probable that the two planes from the
Takao Detachment departed the FIRST Striking Force at about 1830 and landed
at Kudat (northwest Borneo) before dark.**N* By landing here, they were
enabled to remain on escort duty somewhat longer than they would have had
they been forced to Miri or to move forward to Puerto Princesa.

I * ATAGO Dispatch 22135 October 1944 to IST Section IST Striking Force,

Detailed Action Report No. 2, Dk1SDIV 31 (KISHINAMI), AA and Surface
Actions, October 24th - 26th, 1944, WDC Document 161717, NA 11801.

**• NOSHIHO Visual Dispatch 2,21430 October 1904÷ to 1ST Section 1ST Strik-
ing Force, Detailed Action Report No. 2, DMSVIV 31 (KISHINAMI), kA and
Surface Actions, October 24th 26th, 1944, WDC Document 161717,
NA 11801.

-Detailed Action Report No. 3, YAMATO, SHO No. 1 Anti-air and Surface

Actions, October 17th - 2th, 1944, WUC Document 1616,9.
S* ** ATAGO Signal (Flag) 221735 October 1944 to IST Striking Force,

Detailed Action Report No. 3, HAGURO, SHC Operation, October 23rd -

26th, 1944, WDC Docuent 161747.
W*** War Diary CRUDIV 7, October 1944, WUC Document 161638, NA 11739.

Detailed Action Report 901ST Air Group (MiriI Detactment), October
194.4, WDC Document 160369, IKh 12366.
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At 1850 he issued his instructions for the night as follows:

(a) At 1915 begin sigzagging "A" method with simultaneous turns;

(b) At 2300 cease sigzagging and steam at sixteen knots;

(c) At 0400 change course to 035 0 (T); and

(d) At 053O commence zigzagging "A" method and steam at eighteen
knots.*

It will be recalled that at this tirme (1i50) the Main Body was
zigzagging by the "X" method at eighteen knots. From an analysis of the
tracks of the YAMATO (which are quite complete), it is estimated thait the "X"
method made good eighty-nine per cent or sixteen knots (approximately), aiid
the "A" method ninety-four per cent or seventeen knots (approximately).

IN THE LIGHT OF (A) THE WARNING BY CINC COMBINED FLEET IN THIS
MATTER, AND (B) HIS OWN ESTIMATE THAT THE ALLIED SUHMARIE THHEAT WOULD BE
GREATEST IN THE PAIAWAN PASSAGE, IT IS NOT CLEAR WhY HE CHOSE TO PENETRATE
THIS PASSAGE DURING THE MIDWATCH STILL IN DISPOSITION Y-19, Y-22 AND B-1
AND ON A FIXED COURSE (040 0 (T)) AT AN SOA OF SIXTEEN KNOTS, WHICH SPEED WAS
ABOUT FOUR KNOTS SLOWER THAN THE SURFACE SPEED OF ALLIED SUBMARINES. SINCE
JAPANESE PLANES WERE NOT FLYING AT NIGHr AIM THEREFORE ALLIED SUBMARINES
CjULD APPROACH ON THE S•URFACE WITH RADAR, WOUL) NOT THIS DIFFERENCE IN
SPEED MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR ALLIED SUR4ARIN•S TO MANEUVER FOR POSITION AHEAD
OF THE FORCE? WAS NOT THIS STANDARD PRkCTICE FOR ANY SUBMARINE ATTACK?
A1LD WAS NOT (. ý ANDER MAIN BODY FULLY COGNIZANT OF THIS?

BASED ON THESE FACTORS, IT WOULD APPEAR THAT CC"ANDT MAIN BODY,
WITH HIS PRESENT DISPOSITION, ERRED IN ORDERING A REDUCTION IN SPEED. IN-
STEAD, HE SHOULD HAVE ORDERED AN INCREASE IN SPEED IN ORDER TO REDUCE THE
(A) PkaiIOD OF TIME HE WAS IN PALAWAN PASSAGE- AND (B) TIME IN WHICH HE MIGHT
RE SUBJECT TO THE AL LIED SUBMARINE ATTACKS WHICH HE EXPECTED MIG T OCCUR
IN fHIS AREA.

ThiS LATTER IS SO BECAUSE (1) HIGH SPEED PREýSENTS LIMITING BEARINGS
OF APPROACH TO AN ATTACKING S3UF3AhINE RELATIVE TO TTHE COUIF, OF THE FOR-

P RATION, AND (2) IN ORDER TO CLOSE WITHIN TIRK16DO RANGE, THE SIJB4ARINE MUST
APPROACH WIThIN ['liSE LIMITIN(G BEARINGS.**

At 1915 his command cormmenced zigzagging according to plan by the

Crommaieer 1ST Striking Force Dispatch 221850 OcLouer 1944, Detailed
Action Report No. 2, DESDIV 31 (KISHINATI), Anti-air and Surface
Action", (,ctobtir 24th - 26th, 1944, WDC Document 161717, NA 11801.
A" ntiouharine Operations (NWP 24), Department of the Navy, Office of
the Chief of Naval Operations, Septen er 15th, 1953, Part 1, Chapter
III, Paragraph 343.
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"A" method and at 1946 he set Antisubmarine C .ndition Two and Special
Antiaircraft Condition Two.*

At 2105 he noted that the YAHAGI had fired a red flare and had
changed course to port.**

At 2300 his command ceased zigzagging and reduced speed to
sixteen knots.*

THUS, AS MIDNIGHT APPROACHED, CC3MANDEM MAIN BODY WAS PREPARING TO
ENTER THE SOUTHERN END OF PAL.WAN PASSAGE 1Th A DISPOSITION WHICH COULD NOT
BE EXPECTED TO HE VERY EFFECTIVE AGAINST SUEMARINES AND PARTICULARLY SO
WHEN ON A DIRECT COURSE WITHOUT ZIGZAGGING AND AT A RELATIVELY SLOW SPEED
OF SIXTEEN KNOTS. WHY HE DID TIEES IS NOT UNDERSTOOD FOR, AS MENTIONED
EARLIER, HE (A) WELL KNEW THAT ALLIED SU34ARINES COULD BE EXPECTED TO BE IN
PALAWAN PASSAGE, (B) HAD BEEN WARNED ABOUT SUBMARINES ALONG HIS TRACK
(ACTUALLY, BUT ONE AL~IED SUBMARINE HAD BEE STATIONED IN THIS AREA-EITHER

DACE OR DARTER DEPENDING ON THE ROTIATION), (C) HAD MENTIONEID THISPROBABILITY AT HIS CONFERENCE IN THh ATAGO ON THE PREVIOUS EVENING, AND
(D) SEEMS TO HAVE MADE NO REQUESTS ON PALAWAN FOR ASSISTANCE IN KEEPING THE
SUa4ARINES SUBMERGED THROUGH THE EMPLOYMENT OF AIRCRAFT AND SMALL CRAFT.

At this time, unknown to this commander, the Allied submarines DACE
and DARTER were in southern Palawan Passage. However, due in part to the
(a) contact on CRUDIV SIXTEEN on the previous morning, (b) ensuing chase and
(c) desire to work over a convoy, they were in a most unfavorable inter-
cepting position for ships entering south Palai tn Passage. This was
because as discussed under "Operations of CTF ' , October 22nd, (5) DACE
and DARIM" they were on the western side of ti. passage where their
limited radar range might be ineffective.,

At 2400 (DESRON TEN received it at this time) he received a dispatch
from the Owada Communication Unit reporting an RDF fix at 1718 (likely
1800--see discussions under "Operations of Commander 6W Area Force, October
22nd") on a submarine in position Latitude 100 - o0'N, Longitude
1160 - OO'E*** (Contact J). As he took no additionai defensive action, it
appears that this contact came as no great surprise and that he considered
his previous precautions adequate.

At this time the Main Body was bearing 277°(T), distant forty-eight
miles from Balabac Island.

* Detailed Action Report No. 3, YAMATO, SHO No. 1 Operation, Anti-air
and Surface Actions October 17th - 28th, 1944, WDC Docunent 161609.

** Detailed Action Report 13T Striking Force, 3HO Cperationti, Octobler
16th - 28th, 1944, WDCI Document 161641., NA 11839.

*' GCoivmonder Owada Colnunication Unit Dispatch 222040 October 1941, to
CinC Combired Fleet, Cormranders 6Th base Air Force, 1."T "Ind A'ND
3triking Forc.s, Main Force, War Diary D)KEz3HN 10, Octobur ].9•t4, WD)C

: Document 161638., NA 117-39.
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"0M(1 THIRD SECTION

October 22nd

(a) Operations of Commander THIRD Section, October 22nrd, 1944.

With the commencement of thie day, Commander THIRD Section,
in his flagshitp (YAMASHIRO), was (a) preparing his plans for the departure
of the THIRD Section, and (b) making preparations to depart Brunei Bay in
the afternoon in accordance with Coumiander FIRST Striking Foce' s
instructions of the previous evening.* All of his ships had either
completed fueling or would complete fueling by 0500 when fueling of all ships
of the FIRST Striking Force was completed.**

At 1000 he notified his command by flag signal that the
THIRD Section would sortie at 1500.***

Sometime during the forenoon, working with his staff and
basing his concepts on his own studies as well as those developed at the
conference on the ATAGO the previous evening, he csmpleted his plans and
issued them as follows:

(a) His written plan, which was his Operations Order No. 1,
stated that,

"In accordance with lst Striking Force Top Secret
Operations Order No. 4, the THIRD Section will operate separately from the
Main Body of the force and will cooperate with the Main Body's operations by
penetrating into Tacloban anchorage at dawn on X-day (October 25th) and
destroying the enemy forces present.

1. Outline of Operations:

The THIRD Section will sortie from Brunei at 1500 on
X-3 and wil. proceed under strict anti-aircraft and anti-submarine alert
via the route shown on the separate chart. In general, it will penetrate
from SURIGAO Strait into TACLOBAŽN Anchorage two hours before sunrise on
X-.day and, in coordination with the Main Body, wil3 =_t+ack and destroy the
enemy transport group and landing forces before and after sunrise."****

(b) At 1155 his movement plan by dispatch as follows:

"Outline of movemenits in FIRST Striking Force THIRD
Section (BA¶lDTV TNo, MOGAMI, DESDIV FOUR (le5s NOWAKI) pius SHIGURE):

* Commander 1ST Striking Force Dispatch 212053 October 194,4 to CinC
Combined Fleet, Comnanders Main Force, 2ND Striking Force, War Diary
DESRON 1, October 19J44, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.

• , Detailed Action Report IST Striking Force, 3HO Operations, October
16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA Ul839.

• ** Detailed Action Report MOGAMI, Battle off the Philippines, October
18th - 25th, 1944, WDC Document 160463, NA 12653.

S*** Commander 3RD Section Written Operations Order No. 1, Octobir ;ý2'd,
L9414, Detailed Action Report SHI(GURE, Battle of Leyte (w'lf, October
23rd - 27th, 19h4, WDC Docament :i61717 (Part 4), NA 11801.
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X-3: sortie from Brunei.

X-2: pass through Balabac Strait at 1100 and proceedon course 050°(T).

S, v, .. P=tion 100 - 301N, 1210 - 35'E,

change course to 140°(T) and thereafter proceed along northern edge of
Mindanao G oa. e

X-day: 0100, reach point south of Pt. Binit and pene-
trate into Leyte Gulf on course 350°(T)."*

At 1500 the THIRD Section sortied from Brunei Ba5 as
planned.

At this time it consisted of two battleships, one heavy
cruiser and four destroyers organized as follows: BATDIV TWO (YAMASHIRO (FF),
FUSO), MCGAMI, and DESDIV FOUR less NOWAKI plus SHIGURE (MICHISHIO (F),
ASAGUNO, YA4AGUMO, SHIGURE).

Upon clearing the bay, Counwider THIRD Section formed an
alert cruisi4g disposition and set a strict antisubmarine and antiaircraft
alert. What t-he cruiseix disposition wss is not known since the information
thereon is silent. However, based on the interrogation of the Cormlanding
Officer SHIGURE, it ueems likely that the disposition was thn cruising
di3position shown on Diagram D.

THIL, DISPOSITION, FOR THE SAM4E RFASONS GIVFIN IN DISCUSSING

THE CRUISING DISPOSITION OF THE MAIN BODY, WAS NOT A SATISFACTORY CRUISING
DISPOSITION AGAINST SUBMARINES. WHY TH{E DESTROYERS WERdE N(X kX4PLOYED AS A
SCR:N AHEAD OF T} HEAVY SHIPS BUT WERE, INSTEAD, EMPLOYEhD AS SCREENS ON
THE FLANKS OF THE HEAVY SHIPS IS NOT KNOWN, BUT IT APPEARS AS IF THE
DISPOSITION WAS MORE AN AN ANTIAIiýCRAFT THAN AN ANTISUBMARtNE DEFENSE.

After clearing the bay Commander THIRD Section, althuugh he
had no specific information at this time (concerning submarinr's off Brunei
Bay), headed on course 3220 (T) to avoid submarine patrol areas (close into
the coast),*i* At 2100 he changed course to O420 (T) to head for Palawan
Passage which course he held untii after midnight.

At 1742 (it was received by DESRON1 TEN at that time) he
received, as an information addressee, a dispatch from CinC Combined Fleet

* C(XBATDIV 2 Dispatch 221155 October 19414 to CinC Combined Fleet,

CoCmciaDIV 16, Commanders IST and 2ND Striking Forces, 5TH Base Air
Force, Main Force, S5 Area Force, info Sandakan Air Base, 331i) Guard

SUnit, Detailed Action Report 1:3T Striking Force, SH() Opera+, mns,
October 16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 16164W, N.. 11839.
USSi tiiS1 Interrogatioris oft Japanese Officials, Nay No. 79, interroiAtion
of Comsander Shigeru Nishino, ION, Volume 11, Page 343.
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(a) reporting an enomy submarine at 0010 in the Sibuyan Sea tranamitting
urgent dis.atches, (b) pointing out the apparent fact that the enemy was
assembling submarines to cover the channels and routes of the FIRST Striking
Force as well as of other units, and (c) directing that special attention
be given to this matter.*

This was important information as he would bu passing through
Balabac Strait during the forenoon of the following day arn this was a
likely station for enemy submarines. Howver, since he know that the MAYA,
on the preceding afternoon, had sent "one reconnaissance sfaplane to Balabac
Strait to make arrangements with ships present there concerning the setting
up of ccsirse markers",** he likely felt that the presence of the ships there
(presumably small craft) would be helpful in reducing the submarine danger.

"it is assumed that during the day he received the same
reports as Commander FIRST Striking Force and therefore was thoroughly
familiar with the (a) character and capabilities of the Allied carrier forces
to the eastward of the Philippines, (b) fact that there -ere eighty Allied
transportsstill in Leyte Gulf, and (c) general situatic

ALTHCOJGH THE MW.iJAI STATES THAT CLOSE AIR COVER AGAINST AIR
AND SUWMARINE ATTA(C WAS PROVIDED***--PRESUMABLY FRK M!IRI-IT APPEARS THAT
1NONE WAS GIVEN BY THE THIRD SECTION'S OWN PLANES, CF WHICH THERE WEM SIX
IN THE MOGAMI AND TWO IN THE FUSO WITH PERHAPS OTHFARS IN THE YAMASHIRO.
THEREFORE, IN RELYING EiT.IHELY ON THE PROTECTION HE MIGHT GET FROM THE
SHUIE-BASED PLANES, IT SEEMS k24INiNTLY FAIR TO SAY THAT COW4ANDER THIRD
SECTION DID NOT TAKE ADEQUATE PRECAUTIONS AGAINST THE SU34ARINE MENAGE IN
THE AkIPROACHES TO BRUNMI BAY AND TO BALABAC STRAIT, AND BY SO DOING,
INDICATED THAT, DESPITE THE STRICT ANTISU4ARIKNE AND ANTIAIRCRAFT ALERTS
WHICH HE HAD SUr ON SORTIE, HE WAS NOT ANY MORE CONCERNED THAN WAS COMMANDER
FIRST STRIKING FORCE OVER THE SUBMARINE CHALLENG6 TO HIS CCOMAND IN THE
WATERS OF THE SOUTH CHINA SEA.

At 2400 the THIRD Section was bearing 2420 (T), distant
150 miles fraTA Balabac Island.

* CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 221651 October 1944 to CGmmander SW Area
Force, info Cormanders IST and 2ND Striking Forces, CHUDIV 16, BATDIV 2,
War Diary DESRON 10, October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.

N-* Couuander IST Striking Force Dispatch 211208 October 1944 to MAYA,
(IST Striking Force Sigord No. 145), Detailed Action Report BATDIV 1,
SHO No. 1 Operation, October 18th - -Tth, 1944, WDC Document 161005,
NA 11744.

- Detailed Action Report KOGJMI, Battle off the Philippines, October
l"th - 28th, .,944, WDC Document 160463, NA 12653.
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(2) Operations of Comuander Main Force, October 22nd.

At 0000, in position about 275 miles east of Okinawa,* Comuander Main
Force, with the Main Force, was on course 2°5 0 (T), approximate speed sixteen
knots, and presumably in Antisubmarine Alert Disposition One (Plate XJXV).
It will be recalled that he was heading for a station about due east of
Luzon Strait from which he could (a) decoy the enany carrier force (TF 38)
away from Leyte Gulf and (b) deliver an effective daylight air attack on
that force.

During the night he pondered the developing situation and endeavored
to visualize the various actions he might be called upon to execute im order
best to accomplish the above task, He now had only U3 planes.

At 0245 he learned from the THIRTY-THIRD Special Base Forces dispatch
211900 that the earlier report of an enemy landing on Rapu Rapu Island
was erroneous.**

At 042) his flagship, having detected the apparent sound of diesel
engines, manned battle stations and took .vasive action.*** Presumably, he
ordered this evasive action as a force maneuver for at 0430 he changod
course to 1050 (T), probably to avoid suipected submarine waters.

At 0505 he directed the force (by visual signal) to prepareto make
full speed on fifteen-minute notice. As an indication of the time required
to be ready, it seems well to point out here that it was not until 0551
that the ZUIHO, for example, was ready to make this speed.*

At 0515 he noted tkat the ZUIHO had sighted a submarine periscope
almost on her starboard beam, bearing 200°(T), and three minutes later had
sighted a torpedo track off her bow. At 0520 he noted that the ZUIKAKU had
sighted a torpedo track on her starboard beam because of which she had taken
evasive action, swinging toward the torpedo track.

As a result of the above contacts, a chain reaction was triggered off
among some of the other ships, notably the OYODO which at 0523 had gone to
general quarters; the HIUGA at 0524; the ZUIHO at 0535 (which latter ship
executed a depth charge "distracting" attack, dropping four depth charges);
and at 0540 when the ISUZU carried out an "embarrassing"depth charge attack,
It is assumed that both the "distracting" and the "embarrassing" attacks
were similar, with the difference merely being in the translators wording.

SAppended Track Chart for Main Force, October 20th - 30th, 1944,
Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th
29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

S* Detailed Action Report Main Force, S30 No. I Operation, October 20th -
29th, 1944, WDC Doctuent 1610)5, MA 11744.

S **- Detailed Action Report ZUIKAKU, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th -
25th, 1944, WOC Document 161008.

' " D-tailed ActLun Report ZUiHO, SHO No. I Operation, October 20th - 25th,
1944, WDC Document 161t08.
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Since there were no (a) Allied submarines in this area nor within
200 miles of t'e Main Force, and (b) Japanese submarines in the area, it is
readily app.rew that these sightings were all false.

However, as a result of these submarine "scares", Commander Main
Force at 0535 hang• the course of the Main Force from 1050 (T) to 018 0 (T).

THE INDIVIDUAL MOVMMENTS OF THE ABOVE SHIPS IN ORDER TO AVOID SUB-
MARINE' AND TORPEDCES INDICATE A FREEDOI OF ACTION IN THIS REGARD. WHETHER
THIS WAS A (.41PETE FREKDaM OF ACTION OR WHETHER IT WAS RESTRICTED TO
MANEUai.S WhICH DID NOT INVOLVE HAZARD OF COLLISION IS NOT KNOWN. HOWEVER,
IT 5kMS LIJiJY THAT THE JAPANESE DOCTRINES IN THIS CONNECTION WERE SIMILAR
TO THOSE OF THE U.S. NAVY WHICH PRESCRIHED, IN PART, "THE RESTRICTIONS ON
INDIVIDUAL AGTION BY SHIPS IN FORMATION ARE NOT CONSTRUED TO PREVENT
MNEUMVS TO AVOID TORPEDOES WHEN THESE OBVIOUSLY WOULD NOT INVOLVE SERIOUS
RISK OF COLLISION WITH OTHER VESSELS IN THE FORRATION".*

At about 0530, in Latitude 250 - 30'N, Longitude 1320 - 40'E, he
launched an eight-plane search consisting of five planes from the ZUIKAKU
and three from the CHITOSE to search the sector 1090 - 2120 (T) to a radius
varying from 300 miles to 375 miles with the base search line 20O0 (T).**

At 0543,*W* or about one-half hour before sunrise (0611), he launched
his antisubmarine air patrol which was to be flown continuously until
lSOO.****

At the time of launching, the weather conditions were not particularly
satisfactory, being cloudy with a density of about eight, a sixteen knot
northeasterly wirad, and a visibility of about one mile.***** This latter
condition had largely prevailed on the preceding day and throughout the
preceding night***** and was coented on by the Commnding Officer ZUIKAKU
as follows: "During the advance to the decisive battle area under cruising
alert, the weather was generally unsatisfactory with poor visibility."
This frequently hindered searches, patrols and lookout observations.****

* nWar Instructions (FTP Iw+3T*, United States Navy, United States
Fleet, Headquarters of the Commander in Chief, Navy Department, 1944,
Chapter 7, Paragraph 716.

5* Detailed Action Report No. 1 653RD Air Group, SIO Operations,
October 20th - 25th, 1944, WDC Document 161004, NA 12605; also
Detailed Action Report ZUIKAKU, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th -

25th, 1944, 'WD Document 161008.
*1* War Diary ZUIHO, October 1st - 25th, 1944, WDC Document 161636,

NJA 11.973.

*N-U* Detailed Action Report, Main Force, SHO No. I Operation, October
20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, MA 11744.

t*f** War Diary ISUZU, October 194, 'WDC Document 161636, NA -1973.
,****u Detailud Action IReport ZUIKAKU, SHO No. 1 Operation, October

20th- 25th, 1944, WDC Document 161008.
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At 0600 he changed course to 09o0(T) and in accordance with
instructions issued by the force commander on the previous evening,*the
units of the Main Force commenced assuming conditions of alert as follows:
No. One Radar, No. Three Sonar,A* and No. Three Antisubmarine Alert.

At the same time his ccmamnd assumed the day cruising disposition-
AA Alert Disposition No. Four (Plate XXXII). Evidently, certain of his ships
were slow in forming the disposition for at 0607 he directed the force to
take designated stations without delay.***

At 0615 he changed the force course to 180 0 (T).

At 0625 a Type Two large flying boat was sighted to the northeast
(the IS reported it bearing 0600 (T)).

At 0630 all attack aircraft (twenty-eight VBF, forty VF, six VA,
four VB) were placed on No. Two Alert.*

At 0642 Commander Main Force ordered the Main Force to prepare for
twenty-two knots (No. Four Battle Speed)-**** immediately.*****e*

At 0645 he changed the force course to 1550 (T). **u*u

About 0700 he noted that a carrier attack plane from his flagship
had delivered two tail wheels to the CHITOSE and had taken off immediate-
ly.** This must have concerned him somewhat for (a) his command had only been
at sea about thirty-six hours and already shortages in articles which were
clearly standard and should h ve been in sufficient number on all carriers,
were appearing, and (b) he ha'. endeavored to make sure prior to sortie that

Detailed Action Report ZUIKAKU, SH0 No. 1 Operation, October 2Oth -
25th, 1944, WDC Document 161008.

** Detailed Action Report CHITOSE, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 2Wth -
25th, 1944, WDC Douewnt 1610068

RON Commander Main Force Visual Dispatch 22060 October 1944 to Main
Ferce, Detailed Action Report ZUIHO, SHO No. I Operation, October
20th - 25th, 1944, WDC Document 161006.
Detailed Action Report ISE, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 25th, 194k,
WDC Document 161O06, MA 12604.
Apperdix to Detailed Action Report Main Force, 3HO No. 1 Operation,
October 20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 16.005, NA 11744.I *UThe speeds used by the Main Force were (a) standard speed, twelve
knots, (b) forced nosed, fourteen knots, (c) No. 1 battle speed,
sixteen knots, (d) No. 2 battle speed, oighteen knots, (e) No. 3
battle speed, twenty knots, (f) No. 4 battle speed, twemty-two
knots, (g) No. 5 battle speed, twenty-four knots.

* Detailed Action Report ZUIHO, .410 No. 1 Operation, October 20th -
25th, 1944, WDC Document 161008.

SAppended Track Chart and Action Chart, 070-1750 October 25th, 1944,
Detailed Action Report HYtGA, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th -
29th, 1944, WUC Document 161006, NA 1260&4; also Detailed Action Re-
port ZUIH, S-lo No. 1 Operation, October 2)0h - 25th, 19"1., WdUC
Document 1610Q8.
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his force, in so fer as standard articles were concerned, was logistically
ready. He hbd estimated that his major logistic requirement would be fuel
oil and for this reason an oiler (TAKANE MARU;) was a&.Lreay at sea in the
FEIRST Supplyr Group.

At 0710 he chanaed course to p5ato.

At 0730 he changed the course of the Main Force to 180M(T)* and then
began zsiggging, simultaneus tirns.-*

Meanhhles is noted tiat the planes f ai the Okinawa Air Group, which
were to carry out in tte area frsm Latitude 270 -s.1N to Latitude 22o - 00•N,
(a) forwead patrols alone his scheduled route, and (b) direct antisubmarine
patrol employing two planes air time,*** hga. not appeared. Because of this
fact, it seem probable that he beolieved that none of the above patrols had
been flown.

This would have 'aeon a partially erroneous conclusion for the evi-

dence ihowA that, while the direct antitubmrine patrols were not flown,
the foraed patrola were flown but were unable to locate the Main Force.19
Why this ws so is not entirely clear for the Main Force Das, at all times,
within the prescribeH search areas (300 miles from Okinawa) and within the
prescribed latitudes.

iWThere ary two likely reasons: (a) the first, and most probable, is
the fact that Coesateer Main Force failed to keep the proper authorities" •ashore apprised of his numerous changes in his scheduled route. This

apparently confused the Okinawa Air Group which was to provide the antisub-
marine patrol, for this air group naturally expected to locate the Main Force

S~close to its planned position when, in fact, At was about 190 miles to the
• eastward thereof; and (b) the second reason Is the fact that -the force was
i• moving through an area of reduced visibility (two) kilometers) and may have
S~been l•|4den from the planes.

At 0752 (aince the ISUZU received it at that. time) he learned that.

*** uAppended Track 5 hart and Action Cihart, 71'750 October 25th, 1944,
Detailed Action Report HYarA, SHO Do. 1 Operation, October 20to -
29th4, ,DC Document 16137 6, NA 12604; also Det7iled Action
Report ZUIHO, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th - 25th, 1944, WDC+ Document 161008.

s War Diary IJUZU, October 1944, WDUC Documlent 161636, NA 11973°
• * Commander Western Attack Force 2 Dispatch 2L1100 October 1941 to

Okinawa Air Group, 4TH Escort Fomce (Western Attack Force 2 Sig DeeOrd
No. 1), War Diary 25TH Air Flotilla, October 19"A, WDC Document
160137, KA 12778.

•**Commander 25TH Air Flotilla Dispatch 231751 October 19L4 to Commanders
6TH Bass Air Force, Main Force, V,_ Diary 25TH Air Flotilla, October
1944A, WDC Document 1.601'37, KA 1I1/I8.
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at 0637W a friendly patrol planshad r*portod an nenq task force of three
large carriers, two battleships and ten other ships in either Latitude
250 - 308M or 100 - 30'N, Longitude 1330 - 30Q1 , on a northwesterly course*•
(Plato XXXI, Contact C). Whil. the source of this report is uncertain, it
seem probable that it ws received fr\m the plane's base, probably Kanoya.
fie plotted this contact and noted that the northern position was about
thirty-four siles, bearing 09P(T), from the location of his force at 0637.
Sin&*, as regards his own avcsa:4, the nnrthwssterly course mw in error
and minzi U3i battlechips were hermaphrodite and should have been readily
recogniaed, he studied the situation to discern whether an enemy force was
in the area.

At 0755 he issued his SigOrd No. 10 which revised the antisubmarine
patrol dispovitions specified in his SigOrd No. 8 by directing that (a)
antisubmarine patrolei by the No. Two ue.W.od were to be flown by the CHIYODA
between OQi and 0600 and by the ZUIHO between 0800 and 0930, with sub-
sequent assignments to l7 orderod later, and (b) one plane from the CHITODA
until 1130 and one from the CHITOSE between 1130 and 1400 was to neutralize
an enesy submarine in tht. vicinity of Latitie 250 - 20'N, Longitude
1320 - 4041.• i

Tha effect of this dispat-hu as to (a) shorten the forenoon anti-
submarine patrol originally assigned to the CHITODA by four hours, (b)
assign a portion of this time to the ZUIMO and (c) provide for a
neutralization mission.

This neutralization mission is interesting in that up to this time
(0755) the only submarine contacts had been those some hours earlier
(at 044 and 0515). Therefore, it seems likely that it was these two
contacts which motivated Commander Main Force to take action against the
submarine concerned. fhy he delayed so long in deciding to take such
offensive action is not explained.

At 0800, as a result of his study relatilre to the 0637 contact
report, he eecided that the friendly patrol plane (which he knew vas a
Q-3W**** plans from Kanoya) had riistaken the Main Force for an eney

i - -Vice Admiral atome Ugaki, IJN, (COMBATDIV 1), Personal. Diary
SENS IOKU, Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha (Tukyo, March 15th,
1953), Volvin 11.

*5• War Diary ISUZU, October 1944, WDC Document 161636, RA 11973.
** Co s4or Main Force Visual Dispatch 220755 October 1944 to Main

Force, (Main Force Sigord No. 10), Detailed Action Raepct ZUIKAKU, 3S10
1o. I Operation, October 20th - 25th, 1944, WUC Docueant 161008.

SAccording to Japanese search procedures "Q" designates a patrol whose
point of origin is Tat Mi Saki (southeastern tip of Kyushu), and "32"
inricates a mean direction of 1574°. The search extended to a distance
of 650 miles. (Combined Flent Operation Order No. 82, kuguwt let,
1944, ATIS Document, No. 39, Part Viii, June 4th, 1945 (NACHI Document).
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force.* He therefors notified those commanders concerned (a) of this error,
(b) of the composition of his forae, and (c) of his present and future
poesitions.

This was, of course, a no*..d decision but one which should not Iave
been necessary had he estiuated the situation adequately for he well knew
that he (a) had issued a plan which wms a guide to all friendly units, and
(b) had failed, even though for good and adequate reasons, to follov this
plan, as a result of which, as pointed out earlier, he was far to the east-
wrd of the planned track. WIW he did not detach a destroyer durilng the
night to transait, when well removed from the force, the route modifications
is not knom. Perhaps he felt that this would not be necessary; perhaps he
wa reluctant to detach the destroyer as it might be difficult for it to
rejoin without having to break radio silece and without expending oil which
could be ill-spared; perhaps he desired to await morning and then to send
this information to Okinawa by aircraft. Certainly, the manner in which he
informed the cnmanders concerned of his 0800 decision above referred to is
not known and was most likely by aircraft radio.

Also at 0800 he (a) ooennted flying submarine neutralization
employing one plane at a tij,e* and (b) issued his fueling schedule wherein,
fuelin• in tandem, ccmmencing (1) at 1000, the ZUIHO was to fuel the SUI
and then the ISUZU, and the OYOO was to fuel the KIRI, (2) at 1200, the
ZU1XAKU we& to fuel the TAXA, and the Ch{IYODA was to fuel the KIJA and then
the NMI.*-*

At 0805 he issued his fueli plan uherein he directed, in part,
that the fueling course would be 10(T), the fueling speed nine knots.****

As the morning draw on he awaited contact reports on the enemy not
on=y from his own search planes but also from othor Japanese intelligence
sour"s. At 0850 he coe~nced receiving his first reports. These were (a)
one from the ThDr-FTS Camunications Unit*tm* on an enemy task force

* Detailed Action Report Main Force, S3H0 No. 1Operation, October 20th -
29th, 1944, WDC Doctment 161005, NA 11744.
Ibid, Appendix 2.

** Comander Main Force Visual Dispatch 220800 October 1944 to Main Force,
Detailed Action Report ZUIHO, S4O No. 1 Operation, Oýtober 20th -- 25th,
1944., WDC Document 161006.

**** mCnder Main Fores Visual Dispatch 220805 October 194A to Rain Force,
Detailed Action Report ZUIHO, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th - 25th,
1944, WDC Doceent 161Oe.
31ST Communication Unit, a specially established commnication unit
administratively assained to the Maisuru Naval District, was located
in Manila and operated c4saunications command station for codo and
voice signal sending and reoeiving, RYF (radio direction finder) con-
trol, and a receivipg statinn, with separate detachment to opervte a
trvnemitter station and an RDF imaitallation. (ClACPAC-41NCPOA Wokly
Intelligence Btlletin, Volume 1, Ao. 25, January lgt, 1945, Encloaure
"Japanese Navy ComwinicatWa and Radio Intelligence", Page 7). All
Japanese Navy coamunication units wnre equipped for radio direction
ftiing under unified control (Page 17).
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which wes located at 2L16 October 21st by radio direction finder with a
reliability of Class D in Latitude 150 - 001N, Longitude 1310 - OI1E*
(about 735 miles to the southward of the Main Force) (Contact A), and (b)
one frou the HIUGA which (1) reported having intercepted enamy radio and
telephone traffic with a frequency of 6970 kilocycles and a signal strength
of three or four, and (2) estimated this contact to be four to six enemy
carriers on course 3400 (T) in the process of launching and recovering
aircraft.**

Meanwhile, he had been reviewing the pertinent enemy information
which he had received on the previous day, which information consisted of
sighting reports, radio direction finder reports, and radio intelligence
reports which had been plotted in his flag plot in the ZUIKAKU. While
these plots are available to this analysis,** the dispatch reports
themselves were not in most cases preserved so that, in discussing them,
reference has been made to other sources as well.

By 0900 he had selected, out of the above information, those reports
relating largely to enemy carrier forces, since it was these forces which
he hoped to divert to the northeast. He listed these reports under the
heading, "&nemy situation at this time". This heading was a misn'omer for
it was not the situation at this time but rather the situation as of
perhaps the afternoon of the previous day. His listing follows:

"Enemy situation at this time:

"l. On October 21st two enemy task groups spotted on bearing of
about 1000, distance 2;5 miles from Manila:

fst Group - 1 CV, 1 CVE, 4 BB, about 10 other ships.

2nd Group - 1 CV, 1 CVE, 5 BB, about 12 other ships. Course
18o00(T).

""•2. According, to radio intelligence, about 20 ships, apparently
enemy, located in the area east of Luton, (Plate UIX., Contact A).

"3. 2 CV, 10 CVE, 2 BB and 51 AF east of San Bernardino Strait (sic).

* Commander 31ST Cummnication Unit Dispatch 220445 October 1944 to
Commander Main Force, etc., Detailed Action Report Main Force, M*O
No. i Operation, October 20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Ducusent 161005,
NA -174".

SN Detailed Action Report Main Force, SfO No. I Operation, October
20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 1I144.

*:•* Appended C.hart II, Knemy Fleet Dispositions on October 21st, 1944,
Detailed Action teport Main Force, SHO No. 1 Operation, October
20th - 29th, 1944, WDW Document 161005, NA 11744.J 649
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(Divided into approximately three groups). In Leyte Gulf 14-15 battleships
and cruisers and 80 transports".*

It seems clear from analysis that the groups listed under (a) item
(1) above are the same as contact "J" (Plate XXIX, October 21st) although
the composition is somewhat in errorz-it will be noted that contact "J"
lists four CV• •, five BB' s and twenty-two other ships which differs some-
what from the above and therefore it would seem from this that there was
either some confuaion in the flagship regarding these contacts, or the
contact reports were not received correctly for CCMBATDIV ONE, in his war
diary, indicates that he had received the report (Contact "J") correctly,
(b) item (2) above is the same as contact "A" (same plate) and (c) item
(3) is, in general, a combination of contacts "DO, "Ell", "Fd and "K", also
of the same plate, although the units in Leyte Gulf itself were contact 144".

Surprisingly enough, having determined the situation as it existad on
the previous afternoon, he now seems to have employed this determination
solely as a refresher and to have based his estimate primarily on the two
contact reports received at 0850 on this day (October 22nd); i.e., the
THIRTY-FIRST Communication Unit' s report on a task force in Latitude
150 - OOIN, Longitude 1310 - OOE, at 2116 October 21st, and the HYUGA's
report of a task force on course 3400 (T) on October 22nd.

His estimate follows:

"Estimate and Course of Action.

"l. Enemy force reported by HYOGA believad closely connected with
that reported by THIRTY-FIRST Communication Unit. Assuming that the enemy
force has proceeded north since the time Its position was fixed, there is a
possibility that the Main Force may enter within range of the enemy' s
air sea-ch and attack radius during the morning.

"`2. In view of the above, afternoon air search and radar watch will
be performed while refueling is carried out as scheduled. All attack
units will be placed on No. Two Alert.

"3. Refueling coturse is fixed at 900. Enemy air detection will be
avoided as much as possible and precautions taken against enevy -ubmarine
tracking. Efforts will be made to reduce effects of waves -n inadequately
trained de3troyers.

14. Aircraft of OYODO will carry out antisuboarine CAtrol."*

The decision of Commander Main Force as above axpressed is consideied
correct. Certainly, his command could be within toe range of the aircraft
of the ZL16 October 21st contact if the contact happened ti e to the north

* Detailed Action Report Main Force, S31O No. I Operatioi,, October 20th
29th, 194, WDC Document 161W)5, MA 11744,
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of the reported location (Latitude 150 - 00'N, LCorgItud. i31 - 00#E).
Actually, "s pointed out under "Operations of Commasnder SW Area Force,
October 22nd", TG 38.1 was bearing 278 0 (T), distant ninety miles from this
contact. Had this task group moved north at twenty knots, it would have been
about 364 miles south of the Main Force at 0900, and since .he two commands
would have been approaching one another at about thirty-six knots, it is
olear that by about noon TG 38.1 could have been in a threatening position.
However, none of the carriers of TF 38 moved very far in a northerly direction
and therefore the danger, although real to Commander Main Force, did not,
in fact, exist. While, for security purposes (i.e., to avoid the land-based
air searches from the Marianas), it would have been preferable to steam on a
westerly rathr than on an easterly course, there was the problem of fueling
with inadequately trained destroyers under the existing sea condltions-the
wind had been blowing steadily from the northeast at about sixteen knots.
Here, he was likely referring to the KVJI, KIRI and KUWA, and perhaps, to the
ISUZU, all of which on October 17th had been transferred to his cosmand from
the Anti-Submarine Patrol Force* where there was little likelihood of fueling
from large ships and particularly from carriers.

WHILE THERE IS NO EXPLANATION AS TO WHY HE CHOSE THE EASTFI.Y
DIRECTION FOR FUELING RATHER THAN A WESTERLY OR EVEN A NORTHEASTERLY DIRECTIC
IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT (A) HE DID NOT WISH TO LOSE DISTANCE TO THE NORTH WHICH
MIGH? REQUIRE HIGH SPEED STEAMING TO RECOVER, (B) HE DIIC NOT WISH TO CLOSE
THE ENRMY UNNECESSARILY WHILE FUELING, AND (C) ALTHOUGH, IN JAPANESE NAVAL
PRACTICE, FUELING WAS GENERALLY ACCC)PLISHED "IN TANDEM" WITH THE FUELING
SHIP TOWING THE SHIP BEING FUELED ASTERN, ANM THERFAORE THE OUiL3E STEERED
WAS NOT D4( 1 f, IT HAPPENED IN THIS FUELING THAT ONE OR MORE OF THE
JAPANESE S31 NE PLANNING TO FUEL ALONGSIDE. IN ALONVGSIDE FUELING, THE
DIRECTION 'ir' f E SEA WAS LIKELY AS IMPORTAmN TO THE JAPANESE AS IT WAS TO THE
U.S. NAV' WHERE THE SHIP TO HE FUELED STEAMED ALONGSIEE THE FUELING SHIP AND
WHER THE FU2LING SHIP GENERALLY HEADED ON A COURSE WHICH PUT THE WIND OR SEA,
WHICHEVER PREDC4INATED, ABOUT TWO POINTS ON THE UNENGAGEI BOW.** BECAUSE OF
THE ABOVE THREE BASIC FACTORS, IT SEML PROBABLE THAT HE WAS FORCED TO CHOOSE
AN EASTERLY COURSE.

At 0925 he issued his Sig3rd No. Ii, which supplemented the earlierSigord No. 10 dealing with antisubmarine dispositions in substance as

follows:

(a) Antisub patrol-No. Two method-OYODO to assuate the patrol from
0930 uwltil ZUIHO completed fueling at which time and until sundown ZUIJO
would resume the patrul.

* CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 171427 October 1944 to Commander Mobile
Force, eto., Detailed Action Report KUWA, Battle off the Phii ippines,
October 20th - 26th, 1944, WI)C Documer.t 161717, NA liiO.

• Current Tactical Orders ai<• Doctrinr, U.S. Fleet (USF 10A), Unuited
States Fleet, Headquarters of the Comanjder..An-Chia!, Navy Departmenct,
February isL, 1944, Appendix 4, Section j, Paragraph 1ii.
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(b) For submarine neutralization already ordered the ZUIHO was to
furnish one plane per watch from completion of fueling until sundown,,

(c) Three carrier attack planes were to transfer from ZUIKAKU to
ZUIIO, taking off at 0930 and returning after sundown.* (This latter
provision was undoubtedly (1) to equalize the burden of flight deck
operations on the ZUIKAKU which had six planes on vearch at this time, and
(2) to assist the plane load on the ZUIHO which was charged with the after-
fueling local antisubmarine operations).

As has been noted earlier, orders for flight operations were not
issued in a timely manner. Available records of the ships and air groups
involved do not reflect the above-ordered transfer; presumably it was
accomplished.

At 0940 (the ZUIKAKU lists it as at 0930) he noted that a plane on
direct antisubmarine patrol had sighted an enemy submarine as a result of
which one land attack plane had carried out a bombing attack and one destroy-
er had carried out a depth charge attack with undetermined result ;. What this
plane had mistaken for an enemy submarine is not known as there were no
Allied or Japanese submarines in the area at this time.

Because of the submarine contact he now delayed the fueling which
was scheduled to commence at 1000 until he had determined what action he
should take. In this regard he (a) likely suspected that he was in the path
of Allied submarines which were being vectored along his probable course,
and (b) knew that the wind, which had been sixteen knots from a northeasterly
direction, was diminishing in intensity.*4

At 1026, having as a result of his estimate, decided to change course
to an easterly direction, he changed course to 0900 (T).***

At 1045 he issued instructions by visual dispatch (a) deferring the
commencement of fueling for the time being, (b) modifying his fueling
instructions as follows: the ZUIHO to fuel the TAMA; the CHITOSE, the SUGI
followed by the LIU'U; the CHIYODA, the KL14A followed by the MAKI; the OYO[PO,
the KIRI; and (c) changing the fueling course to 090'(T).**$* Although there
were marked changes in the fueling assignnents, the most important change
was the substitution of the CHITM3E for the ZUIKAKU.

S Coimander Main Force Dispatch 22Q925 October 1944 to Main Force
(Main Force SigOrd No. 11), Detailed Action Report ZUIKAKU, AHe No. 1
Operation, Oct<ober 20th - 25th, ]1941+, WDC Document 1i1](i1*3 also War
Diary CHITCWE, October Ist - 25th, 3.944, WDC Document. 1161163, NA 11973.

** War Diary ISUZU, October 22nd, 1944, WDC Document 161636, NA 1.1973.
*•a Appv'yded Track Chart, Detailed Action Report Zt IHOl, 3He No. 1 Operation,

Octo-er 20th - 25th, !944, WDC Document 161-OO8
***~ Gontander Main Ycrce Visual Dispatch ",21,345 October 1941 to Main Force,

Detailed Action Peport ISUZU, battle off the Philippienoi, October 20th-
%h, 19143A, W)C Docam.nt 11610.

652 X



CCM MAIN FORCE
October 22nd

Also about this time he issued instructions for the afternoon search
wherein he directed, in part, that (a) the search was to depart at 1100, (b)
search plan 6-B was to be employed (exactly what this was is not known), (c)
the ZUIKAKU planes were to search along five designated search lines, and
(d) the bane search line was to be 190°(T)* and, as will be shown lafer, was
to cover an arc of sixty-eight degrees.

While this search sector may seem strange since the Main Force was
now on course 090 0 (T), it was a logical search for Commander Main Force
planned, when the fueling was completed, to assum a course for the night
which would pass directly through this search sector.

At 1055 he advised his command that (a) at approximately 2116 on the
previous evening an enemy force estimated to be a task force was in
Latitude 150 - 0ON, Longitude 1310 - OOIE, (b) there was a suspicion that
it was heading north, (c) all ships were to tighten their antiaircraft
alerts, and (d) in the case of an enemy attack all fighters were to be
launched immediately and were to intercept the enemy.**

At 1OO he changed the radar alert from No. One to No. Two and
directed that it cover the arc 090O(T) to 170 0 (T).***

Since he was expecting a possible attack from a southerly direction,
his setting the arc above is, to say the least, startling. While his reasons
for so doing are not explained, it seems probable that, since he waz covering
the vouthern sector with his planes, he had decided that it would be well to
cover the southeast approaches from Allied patrol planes oper-ting from the
Marianas.

At 1101, having decided that the situation was favorable, he directed
that fueling operations be started immediately**** and later, at 11.15,
directed that the tow lines a.)d hoses be so secured that they could be cait
off quickly. *

I * Commander Main Force Visual Dispatch (no time group) October 22nd,
1944, to Main Force, Detailed Action Report ZUIHO, SHO No. 1
Operation, October 20th - 25th, 1944, WDC Document 161008.
Commander Main Force Dispatch (no time group) October 22nd, 1944,
to Main Force (Main Force SigOrd No. 13), 1Jetailed Action Report
ZUIHO, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th - 25th, 1944, WDC Document
161008.

*- Commiander Main Force Dispatch 221100 October 1944 to Main Force (Main
Force SigOrd No. 12), Detailed Action Report ZUIHO, SiHO No. I

4 Optration, October 20th - 25th, 1944, WDC' Document 161008.
*5* Ccmmander Main Force Visual Dispatch 221101 October 1944 to Main

Force, Dotailed Action Peport ZUIHO, SHO No. 1 Operation, October
20th - 25t;i, 1944, WDC Document 161008.

tM**** Commande.r Main Force Visual Dispatch 22,1115 October 1944 to Main
Force, Detailed Action Report ZUIHO, SAD No. 'I Operation, October
20th - ''5th, 194J, WDC Document 161k"8.
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At 1105 he observed that the ZUIKAK'U had launched a search group
which he recorded consisted of five aircraft (three attack planes and two
reconnaissance planes)* but which Commandor 653rd Air Group reported consisted
of but four aircraft (two attack planes and two reconnaissance planes).**
Since the air group commander was likely correct, it seems probable that one
of the 653rd Air Group planes flying one of the inner lines failed to depart-
this view, as shown later, is supported by the fact that the ZUIKAKU reported
that four planes had returned from the afternoon search-or, as seems un-
likcly, the fifth plane actually flew but was provided by the 601st Air
Group, a detachment of which (twenty-five planes) was in the ZUIKAKU.

At 1113 he directed CARDIV THREE to assume No. rwo alert for the air
attack unit.*** He sent these instructions to CARDIV T EE only because (a)
this was the only CARDIV with aircraft embarked, (b) it was in apcordance
with his decision in his 0900 estimate of the situation, and (c) he had can-
celled his morning alert at 0915--it had been originally scheduled to expire
at 1000.

Evidently, as regards fueling preparations, the Main Force did not
measure up to his expectation for at 1140, having noted that only the CHITOSE
had commenced fueling (the SUGI), he directed the command to "begin fueling
imnediately".**** The reasons for the delays in the other ships are not
known, but it is assumed that they were largely due to what he had referred
to in his estimate as the "inadequately trained destroyers".

At 1153 he noted that his flagship, sighting a torpedo track bearing
0400(T), had taken evasivi action but had soon (1156) discovered that it was
a false alarm and had resumed her station in the disposition.*****

During the forenoon and continuing until about noon, he rec3ived
Jcarrier contacts as follows: (a) two 0810 contacts on Allied carrier groups-

one, on five carriers and seven other ships on course 3000 (T), bearilng 0900(T)
distant eighty-six miles from Tacloban (Contact D), and one on three carriers
and five other ships bearing 090 0 (T), distant 216 miles from Saravia (NW
Negros) (Contact E); and (b) one 0920 contact on two carriers, two battle-
ships, and several other ships bearing 0870(T), distant 330 miles from
Manila (Contact G). If he combined the groups off Luzon and gave an estimate
of from four to six. carriers to the 0445 Class D radio direction finder

* Appendix to Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. lOperation,
October 20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

** Detailed Action Report No. 1, 653RD Air Group, October 20th - 25th,
1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 12605.

Nf Commander Main Force Visual Dispatch 221113 October 1944 to GARDIV
3, Detailed Action Report ZUIHO, S|HO No. 1 COpration, October
20th - 25th, 1944, WDC Document 161008.

*H* Comfander Main Force Dispatch 221L14 October 1944 to thain Force,
Detailed Action Report ZUIHO, 3W% No. 1 Operation, October 20th -

25th, 19"4Q, WDC Document 161008.
***** Detailed Action Report ZIJIKAKU, SHO No. 1 Operation, October

2Oth - 25th, 1944, WDC Document 161008.
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report, (this assumption is based on his estimate wherein he stated that the
0445 report and the HYUGA report were closely connected), he could readily
see that he was opposed by frao fourteen to sixteen carriers of which eight
were relatively close in to Samar (within 100 miles) and the remainder were
from 330 to 600 niles eastward of Luzon. Since no CVE' s had beea reported
this day, it seems likely that he estimated that some of them were CVE' s but,
from his 1200 estimate which foll ows, he appears to have considered them in
general, as large carriers.

Having completed his dispositions in accordance with his 0900
estimate and having succeeded in having some ships of his command commence
fueling, he now commenced reestimating the situation in order to determine
what his course of action should be as regards his movevents until 0600
October 24th. His estimate as of 1200 follows:

"(1) Estimate.

(a) Since the enemy is probably aware oj the approximate
position of the FIRST, Striing Force, he will make eviry effort to interdict
its movement and by the 24th, will have assumed suitable dispo3itions for an
interdiction attack.

(b) Since October 19th the enemy task forces, divided into
several groups, were first located in the area east of Luzon but now appear to
be gradually moving southward.

(c) Even in the event the enemy forces ea. t of Luzon have moved
south to the area east of San Bernardino Strait by iaie 4th, it will still
be necessary for the Main Force to be so disposed that it can launch its
first air strike during the 24th and divert the enemy northward.

"(2) Course of Action.

(a) Radio deception will be employed to divert the enemy to tha
northeast, and the Main Force will then press its attack I - the southwest.

(b) For this purpose, the Main Force wil2. move so as to reach
position 20ON 127 0E by 0600 on the 24th.

(c) Especially strict AA alert will be maintained from the

23rd" .*

It seems clear from this estimate that Comu&ncer Main Force had heard
nothing further about the idea of a double penetration of Leyte CGIIf which
had been originally suggested by the Chief of St3ff Combined Fleet at 1006
October 20th and did not know that (a) the FIRST Striking Force had been

W Detailed Action Report Main Force, 311O No. I Operation, October 20th -

29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005., NA 11744.
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divided or the previous evening into the Main Body which was to pass through
San Bernrrdino 3trait and the THIRD Section which was to pass through
Surigao Stratt, and (b) the SE(11D Striking Force was to participate . the
penetration operation and was also to pass through Svrigao Strait. This
seem•s o for this estimate refers to the position of the FIRST Striking Force
and makes no reference to the THIRD Section or to the SMCO St.1king Fnrce.
The above is a further confirmation of the opinion expressed heretofore that
the original concept was for the FIRST Striking Force to pass t.hrough
San Bernardino Strait as a single concentrated force.

Based on this concept of a single concentrated farce passing through
San Bernardino Strait, his estimate appears sound. In the first place,
item (1) (a) he was correct in assuming that, since the enenW were aware
of the approximate position of the FMl! Striking Force (he knew that the
FIRST Striking Force reportedly had been sighted by Allied planes entering
Brunei Bay), they (the enemy) could be expected to (1) observe by aircraft
or submarines its movements tLersaiter, (2) make every effort to interdict
its movement, and (3) take stations suitable to the accoplis.1ment of this
task by October 2ath.

This is so despite -he fact that the Allies did not know either of
the presence of the THIRD Section in Brunei Bay at this time, or of the fact
that the Main Body of thM FIRST 3tiiking Force-had eortied at 000 and was
now en route Palawan Passage.

As regards item (b), his opinion that Allied carrier forces were
gradually moving outhward, although based on contact reports received that
forenoon, was nt entirely correct as týe THIRDFLT had been in the same
approximate latitude (15o - 00'N) for the pant three days and was mc" moving
more to the eantwrd than to the southward. Uafortunately for him, vx.st of
his contacts wero on TG 77.4.

All of this shown that he did not realize that there were two
separate Allied carricer task forces operating off the Philippines--one,
TF 30, which was operating largely off Luton; the other, TG 77.4, which
was operating off Leyt•e Gulf.

As regards item (c), his optvtion that, even if the enemy succeeded
in moving to the area east of San Bernardino Strait by the 24th, it would
still be necessary for him to be in a position on October 24th from which
he could divert the Allied carriors to the NW, is also considered sound.
His objective was the protection of the FIRST Striking Force passing
through the Sibuyan Sea and San Bernardino Strait on the 24th, In view of
his limited forces, how better could ,this be accoplished than by presenting
himelf as a lure with the hope that the attraction of enemy carriers to the
north might be sufficient to draw the Allied carrier commuander from his
covetiig position?

if ýhi abovo is accepted, then the course or action to (a) COM5nce
employing radio deception (appari-nt.y this dcy) is sound for the fact that
an enamy force appears tk; be en route fron, the north and is not too far away
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might be expected to draw the attention of the Allied commiaders away frni
a continuous watch of the Sibeyax Sea area, and (b) move toard the position
Latitude 200 - OOIN, Longitude 1270 - 001E, is also sound for this position
is aot only within the attack range of Allied carrier planes (300 miles) but
it allove freedom of action for movemnt to the west, north and east.

At 1210 one of his search planes returned-was damaged on landing
and was jettisoned. At 1239 two additional planes landed. The fact that unly
three of the eight search planes which he had originally launched had returned
and one of Lhem had been jettisoned must have been of considerable concern
to Cocmander Main Force.

At 1340 he received ommnder FIRST Striking Force's 212053 (quoted
in full under "Operations of Commander FIRST Striking Force, October 21st")
wierein that commander isnued the penetration operation movement order for
both the Main Body and the THIRD Section.* He now know that (a) the FIRST
Striking Force had been divided into a Main -ody and a THIRD Section, (b)
the Main Body would pass south of Mindoro at dawn X-1 day (October 24th) then
through the Sibuyan Sea that day and would arrive at the eastern entrance to
San Bernardino Strait at sunset also on that day, and (c) the THIRD Section
would arrive at the western entrance to the Mindanao Sea at sunset on X-1
day (October 24th).

Also, it seems probable that he had received by this time Comuander
SW Area Force' s instructions to Commander SECOND Striking Force to penetrate

into Leyte Gulf and in so doing, to cooperate with the FIRST Striking Force
(THIRD Section).

From these dispatches, he could see that both the THIRD Section and
the SECOND Striking Force would pass through Surigao Strait and he likely
wondered as to how these two commnda were to be coordinated.

Meanwhile, at 1342, having noted that the land-based planes from
Okinawa which were to provide antisubmarine patrols had failed to materialise
and realizing that without these planes he would have no antisubmarine cover
since his own submarine patrols wore to expire at 1400, he directed the
ZUIKAKU to provide such antisubmarine patrols from 1500 until sunset employ-

Sing two planes.**

At 1555 (it was received by the 0YODO at this time) he received

CinC Combined Fleet's dispatch to all forces exhorting th.tn to do their

* t Cmmander IST Striking Force Dispatch 212053 October 1944 to IST Striking
Force, CinC Combined Fleet, C.urander Kain Force, info Commander &ND
Striking Force, War Diary DM3RON 1, October 1944, WDC Dociment 161638,
NA 11739.I ** Convander Main F'orce Visual Dispatch 221342 October 19"4 to Main Force,
War Diary ZUIHkO. October ist - 25th, 1944, WDC Docuxjnt L61636, NA
11973.
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utmost in the SHO Operation.* H* does not appear to have deoyphered this
dispatch until 2000 for it ma at this latter time that he logged its
reeeipt."

In accordance with the previous discussion regarding radio deception)
he determined to send his next dispatch directly from the flagship. There-
fore, having decided (presumbly beemise his fueling took so long and carried
him farther to th. east than planned) that changes in his schedule were
necessary, he determined on what changes he would make, and at 1624 sent
then out by dispatch as follows:

2000 22 Oct - position Latitude 24o - 301N, Longituda 1340 - 5•'E.

0600 23 Oct - position Latitude 23o - 32%N, Longitude 1320 - 4819.

1600 23 Oct - position Latitude 220 - 181N, Longitude 1290 - 541Z.

0600 24 Oct - position Latitude 190 - OO0N, Longitude 1260 - 4O01.

Air Action will be initiated beginning at dawn on 24th. "•**

It will be noted from this dispatch that in the approximately four
hours which had elapsed since his 1200 estimate he had changed his 0600
October 24th position, and had chosen a new position about sixty miles to
the southward and about twenty miles more to the westward. While the reason
for this is not known, it seems that, since he had heard little about
contacts on enemy carriers off Luzon and much about carriers east of Leyte
Gulf, he had decided to give more weight to this fact than he had in his
1200 estimate.

At 1700 his staff (in the ZUIKAKU) advised the Main Force that the
twc searches conducted that day had failed to sight the enemy.****

At 1732 he received a dispat'h from the IiYU (but more likely from
COiCARDIV FOUR in the HYUGA) informing all ships that, in view of the con-
fusion of friendly and enemy aircraft and ships anticipated in operations

* CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 221205 October 1944 to Combined Fleet,
Commander China Area Fleet, Commanders Escort Force, Naval and Guard
Districts, Detailed Action Report IST Striking Force, SHO Operetions,
October 16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA 11839.

** Detailed Action Report Main Force, SMO No. 1 Operation, October
2Oth - 29Ui1, 1944, WU)C Docuzent 161005, NA U744.

SCommander Main Force Dispatch 221624 October 1944 to all forces,
Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. I Operation, October
20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, KA 1,1744•.

SZUXAKU Dispatch 221700 October 1944 to Main Force, Detailed Action
Report Z1IKAKU, SHO No. I Operation, October 2h - 25th, 194,
WDC Document i,61008.
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After tQWrrzw. all ships were requested to exsrciae thorough care with
regard to recognition and recognition signalis.*

Whether the substance of this dispatch originated (a) within the
HWQDA, or (b) was the result of the receipt of the Chief of Staff Combined
Fleet's 221612 (uoted in full under 00perations of CinG Combined Fleet,
October 22ad") which, referring to the confusion of friendly and hostile
ships, satmarines and aircraft which would wxist east of the Philippines,
direoted that osre be ezercised in Identification,** is not known but there
is a definite similarity. In either case, it was a very sensible dispatch.
It is vwual in Uhat it was sent froa the iMIUG rather than from Ccumander
Main Force.

At 1815 he issued his air operations plan for the 23rd. It provided
for (a) a search departing at 0530 by eight plaes from the ZUIKAKU and one
from the CHITOW (with base search line 1950 (T)), (b) air antisubmarine
patrol of two planes from CHIYCDA from 0530 - 1000, one each from CHIYDA
and ZUIBO from 1000 - 1300, two from O00DO from 1300 - 1600, and two from
CHITODA from 1600 until sunset, (c) the attack group planes to be on the
alert from 0530 until 1000, (d) a three-plane CAP to be on No. Two Alert
from 053D until 1000 (ZUHAKU), (e) after the search planes hud been
recovered all fighters on the 2AIKAKU, CHITOSE and ZUIHO to assume No. Two
Alert.**

It will be noted that the antisuhearine patrols were to continue
throughout the day, presumably because the antisubmarine patrols from the
shore-based aircraft bad failed on this day to materialise.

At 1834 he directed his command to assume No. One Alert Cruising
Disposition (Plate XXV) at 1900 without awaiting orders and to be prepared
to make twenty knots iimmK~iately. Since this was an antisubmarine
disposition, it is clear that Ccomander Main Force visualised his night
problem to be essentially submarines rather than aircraft.***4

At 1900 the Main Force assumed the above disposition.***** At this

k*i=A !Pi't.rh 221730 October 1944 to all ships, Detailed Action
Report ISUZU, Battle off tne i•h!2pptnes, October 20th - 29th, 1944,
WDC Document 161007.

SCofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 221612 October 1944 to all Fleet and
Squadron Commanders Combined Fleet, SW Area Force, 6TH Base Air Force,
War Diary 61ST Air Flotilla, October 1944, WDC Document 163643, NA
12260.

,*5* Commander Main Force Visual Dispatch 211800 October 1944 to Main Force

U ~(Main Force SigOrd No. 8), Detailed Action Report ZUIKAKU, M~O No. 1
Operation, October 20th - 25th, 1944, ,WDC Document 161008.

S* Commander Main Force Visual Dispatch 221834 October 1944 to Main Force,
Detailed Action Report ZUIHO, SHO No. I Operation, October 20th -
25th, 1944, WDC Document 161008.

***** Detailtd Action Report ISE, 3HO No. 1, Operation, October 25th, 194,
WDC Document 161O06, NA 12604.
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same timn Commander Main Force (a) directed his command to set from (1) 1800
(sic) No. One Radar Alert and No. Three Sonar Alert, and (2) 0600 the
following morning No. Two Radar Aloert,* and (b) received the Imperial
Rescript** (quoted in full under 0Opero~tions of CinC Combined Fleet, October
21st"). What he thought, of this rescript is nowhere stated, but since he
knwe that the Allies (1) had landed successfully two days earlier, (2) had
not been dislodged because of which the penetration operation was underwy,
and (3) had very strong forces in the Leyte area as shown by his 0900
estimate, it seems probable that he felt that the dispatch left something
to be desired even though the originator was the Emperor. He may have felt
that the High Command had not fully advised the Emperor as to the great
seriousness of the situation. Could be have felt that (a) the High Command
ws endeavoring to set the Emperorta mind at peace? (In the cA~e of an
earlier rescript (October 13th) OCHBATDIV ONE had written in his personal
diary, "We who are engaged in war should reflect and endeavor to set the
Emiperor's mind at peace",.**), or (b) this dispatch was designed primarily
as a message of assurance and exhortation for the purpose of raising the
morale of the Japanese armed forces as well as of the Nation itself?

The lack of training of his air group, as evidenced by the loss of
three aircraft on the previous day, continued to be in evidence, for on
this day he lost a total of six carrier-type attack planes as follows:
(a) one plane was lost on search, and one proceeded to Oita; (b) three
others were lost on search because of forced landings (1) one near Okino
Daito Island, (2) one on Minami Daito Island which was safe, and (3) one on
Ckinoerabu Island which was safe and proceeded on to Oita; and (c) one
plane heavily damaged on return at 1210 to ZUIKAKU,*** which was jettisoned.
This reduced the planes in his command by six, giving him a total of 107.

At 1930 the ISUZU ceased fueling from the CHITOSE because the fuel
hose carried away.***** Whether or not the MAKI was fueling at this time or
whether, as seems more likely, Commander Main Force observed the ISUZU
discontinuing fueling is not known, but It is known that at 1940 he
ordered fueling continued until 2000.*-***-* It seems doubtful however, if it
continued beyond 1930 (the ISUZU says 1942).*-N*U**

Commamder Main Force Visual Din tch 221900 October 1944 to Main
Force "Main Force SigOrd No. 17r, Detailed Action Report ZUIKAKU,
SHO No. I Operation, October 20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 1610013.

** Detailed Action Report ISE, SHO No. I Operation, October 25th, 1944,
WDC Document 161006, NA 12604.
Vice Admiral Matome Ugaki, IJN (CCIOMATDIV 1), Personal Diary
SENSOROKU, Nippon 3huppan Kyodo Kaburhiki Kaisha (Tokyo, March 15th,
1953), Volume I1.
Detailed Action Report Main Force, SK No. 1 Operation, October
20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

***** Detailed Action Report CHITOSE, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th -

25th, 1944, WDC Document 1l6O•8.
•***** Commander Main Force Visual Dispatch 221940 October 1.944. to Main

Force, Detailed Action Report ISUZU, Battle off the Philippines,
October 20th - 29th, 194A, WDC Docdment 161007.

S** War Diav'y INSZU, October 1944, WDC Document 161636, NA 11973.
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The fueling on this day must have been a disheartening performance
to Comzuier Main Force for not only did the fueling require a total of
eight and oue-half hours, but only four of his shipe--TAMA, SUGI, MAKI and
KM received the oil desir"d. The other two ship--ISUZU and KIWA-had
taken far 1,es than planned. And, even worse than this, the KIRI had
endeavored to fuel alongside the OYOO but had failed because the conditions
for fueling in this mainer were bad-a swell which struck her abeam had
carried awq the fuel hose and the securing lines. She had therefore die-
continued fuelirg from the OYODO after having received but twenty tons.
Later, commencing at 1540, she had completed fueling from the ZUIHO.

Because of the poor fueling performance which indicates the state
of training in this regard, the fueling record of the comand in entered
here as follows:

Amount Reported Corrected
Tine Ship Time Planned Supplied Data

WIND 1215 TAMA 1510 200 210

CHITOSE 1100 SUGI 100 115
1619 ISUZU 1930 200 75

CHIYOA KUWA 100 75

MAX:I 100 97

OYODO 1300 KIRI 100 30 (20)

WIND 150 KIRI 1815 (75)

(T~ae colwiua supplied) Totals 10

Because of (a) the poor fueling operations-even though he was
mant&ly prepared for them, and (b) his heavy air losses on the past two
days-he had already lost six planes on this day and three on the preceding
day--a total of nine planes, it seems clear that he could not have been too
happy about the readiness of his force for the operations before him.

During the day the (a) antisubmarine patrols were carried out from
0530 to 1800 employing a total of ten attack planes from the four carriers
and two reconnaissance seaplanes from the OYWQO, (b) submarine neutralizaLion
~s carried out from 0800 to 1800 employing a total of five attack planes,

(c) direct air cover was carried out from (1) 0600 to 1000 employing four
fighters on No. Two Alert, and (2) 1000 to 1800 employlng fifty-two fighters
on Me. Two Alert, and (d) attack unit employing a&! attack aircraft-a total
of seventy-eight aircraft (twenty-eight fightýr--bcmbers, forty fighters,
six attack planes a&W four bombers) was held on No. Two Alert from 0630
to I000.*

SAppendix to Detailed Action Re.)rt- Main Force, .SHO No. I Operation,
October 20th - 29th, 1944, WDGC iocumenL 161005, UkA 1174.
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ALTHOUGHI THE FUELING WAS NOW4 G(XnMPLTJ CONANDE VAIN FORCE APPEARS
TO HAVE COYISUD ON HIS WSTELY COURSE. WHIM HIS REASON FOR DOING So IS
MMT EWX•PA•ED, IT 5M4S PROBME THAT HE DID SO TO MISLEAD THE AM1JI=) SIM,-
MARINES AS TO HIS INTENED COURSE. IF THIS WAS HIS REASONING IT WAS SOUND
AND COULD BE VER MECITMIVE. IN FACT, THE PRACTICE OF THE U.S. NAVY AT THIS
TD WAS TO MAKE A RADICAL CHANCE CO COUMSE AFTER DAIM. IN THIS CONNECTION,
WAR INSTRUCTIONS 1944 MATED, "SUa(AP.NES TRAILING OR LYING IN WAIT IN
ANTICIPATION OF MMKING A NIGHT SURFACE ATTACK MAY BE EVADED BY A RADICAL

(ANGM OF (OCURS SOON AMTR DARK'.*

That the Main Force •e submarine conscious is cleaw. for at 2014
the ZUIKAKU, havirA sighted a torpedo track, .uesreered to evade,** and at
2015 the ISUZU reported sighting a submarine on the CHTYODAf s starboard
bow at which time saw units took evasive action.*** Actually, since there
were no Allied nor Japanese submarInes in the area, it seems clear the
contacts were false.

Since the fueling was now completed, Commeander Main Force, likely
feeling that he had succeeded to a degree in deceiving the Allied submarines,
decided that the time had come to change course to his planned course for
the night, Therefore at 2019 he changed course to 235°(T) to (a) get out of
these submrine w•ters, and (b) head for the planned station east of LuzonStrait.°

IL so doing he did not proceed quite as far eastward as he had con-
tsa ated earlier that afternoon when he issued his route points. At that
time he, had irAicated that at 2000 he woald be in Latitude 240 - 301 N
Longitude 1340 -. 501g1.**4* Actually ne made his change of course when about
20 miles short of that position at rhich time he followed approximately
the track show on Diagram D.

He now, apparently feeling that he was passing through waters wherein
he might encounter Allied submarines which, because of his slow fueling
mpeed to the eastward, h&d been attracted to the area, (a) decided to reduce
the en@y submarine capability against his conmsnd by siglgging and there-
fore (b) directed the coimand to commence sigzagging at 2210.***

Haolng changed course he increased speed to sixteen knots and set
No. Two Alert at 2025 which he reduced to No. Three Alert at 2100.*"*

Meanwhile, he appears to have rechecked his navigation for at .130,

SWar Instructions (FTP 143A), United States Navy, Headquarters of the
Csamander in Chief, Navy Department, 1946, Paragraph 709.

** Detailed Action Report ZUIKAKU, SHO No. 1 Operation, october ;dath -

25th, 1944, WDC Dociment, 161008.
*N* War Diary ISUZU, October 1944, WDC Document 161636, NA 11973.
*W**Commander Main Force Dispatch 221624 October 1944 to all forces,

Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. I Operstion, Occobei
20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
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in Latitude 230 - ODIN, Longituds 132? - 06'E (sic),* he changed course ten
degrees to the west to 2450(T).**

At 2210 he conmenced zigzagging and likely increased speed to about
eighteen knots as the speed averaged through the night was sixteen point
eight kncts.

At 2300 the TAM reported sightirg a submarine, but this was also a
false contact.

At this sam time ComAnder Main Force intercepted a dispatch from
the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet to the various air cormands (quoted in
full under "Operations of CinC Combined Fleet, October 22rd") giving the
composition of the Main Force, its planned track and directing that flying
personnel be adequately briefed thereon in order that they could clearly
distinguish these forces.*** Since he had been reported that morning as
enemy by a Japanese patrol plane as a result of which he had notified the
commanders concerned of the pilot' s error, he likely viewed this dispatch
with great satisfaction as it should suffice to prevent further errors of
this type.

During the day he plotted the various contacts received. His contact
chart contains a total of thirty-three contacts, of which (a) twelve were
from the previous day, (b) at least fourteen were RDF fixes, and (c) twelve
were on submarines**** (two RDF, the rest presumably visual sightings). Since,
based on his estimate of the situation, only a limited number of these con-
tacts were of direct concern to him these have been shown on Plate XXXVI.

At 2400 the Mdin Force6 on courne 2450(T), speed eighteen knots and
zigzagging, was in Latitude 23 - 50'N, Longitude 1330 - 54'E (about 680
miles due east of Formosa).

(a) Operations of Commander Main Force Supply Force, October 22nd.

Comander Supply Force, who was with the F11ST Supply Group enroute Koniya, concerned himself with the operations of the first Supply Group
and made no sipnificant aecisions as Commarder Supply Force this day.

* This was more likely Longitude 134o - 06'E for it was not until after
0600 October 23rd that the Main Force arrived 1t this point (Appended
Track Chart, Detaiied Action Report No. 2, OYODO, S31O No. 1 Operation,
October 20th - ?8th, 1944, WDC Documont 161007.).

t-* Detailed Action Report No. 2, OYODO, 6HO No. I Operation, October
2Oth - 28th, 1941,, WDC 01octment 161007.

*t-* CofS Combined Fleet Dispslach 220925 October 1944 to Coaminders 5TH,
6TH, 7TH Base Air Forces, .IST, 25TH, 513T Air Fiotillas, War Diary
D•11*ON 10, October 1944, •DC Docwment 1616-8, NA 11739.

*'-' Appended Chart Iii, ELnemy Fleet Dispositions on October 22nd, 1944,
"Detailed Action Report Main Fo S M, 5h1) No. I Oper-at-on, October
20tth - 29th, 1944, W•L)C iocument ICtX)6, NA 11744.
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(1) Operations of C4om'aer FIRST Supply Group.

At 0000 Cociander FIRST Supply Group, with the FIRST Supply
Group, was proceeding through the Inland Sea at thirteen knots.

At 0500 (approximately) he sortied from Bungo Suido, passir4
close to Gkinaohuis, and proceeded on course 1300 (T).*

At 0800 (approxidately), when he had reached a point nine-
teen miles south of Ashisuri Saki, he changed course to 2000 (T).*

During the morning, as a result of sonar contr.cts, he carried
out evasiv maneuvers. In the course of these maneuvers, several of his ships
suffered mishaps: (a) the oiler TAKANE MARU lost her torpedo net and develop-
e ruder tro le and (b) Escort No. 33 had a break-down o0 her port engine.
This forced him to reduce speed to eleven knots for the remainder of the
trip .**

These sonar contacts were not on Allied submarines for, al-
though the Allied wolf pack, consisting of the BESLYJO and RONQUIL, was guard-
ing the approaches to Bungo Suido, it was at this time operating along the
Kyushu side of the strait, and was therefore far removed from Ckinoshima.
(At mid-morning the BESUGO was acme fifty-five miles to the west of t he group
and the HONQUIL about seventy-five miles to the southwest).

The fortunes of war in this instance were indeed with
ConMnder FIRST Supply Group for, later this day, as discussed more fully.
under "Operations of CTF 17, October 22nd", the wolf pack oonmander, suspect-
ing that enmy shipping must be slipping by him through the eastern approach-
os to Bungo Suido, (a) decided to (1) cover those approaches with the BESUGO,
and (2) leave the HONUIL to cover the western approaches, and (b) gave
orders accordingly.,** Thus, had the FIRST Supply Group transited Bungo Suido
some hours later, it very likely would have been contacted by the EESUCO.

At 1900 Commander FIRST Supply Group changed course to 1700(T)
and at midnight, was in position Latitude 091 - 321N, Longitude 132° - 180E.*

(2) Operations of Commander SECOND Supply Group, October 22nd.

During the day Commander SECCND Supply Group, with the
F.ZCCND Supply Group, remained at Kure continuing preparations for his

departure on October 23rd.

* Appended Chart, Det-ýA led Action Report Main Force Supply Force,
October 21st - November let, 1944, WDC Document 161006.

** Detailed Action Report Main Force Supply Force, October 21st -

November ist, 1944, WDC Document 1.6100C.
War Patrol Report BESUGO, Report of 1ST War Patrol, Sorial OZI,
Novamber 4th, 1944; also War Patrol Report R(NQLJIL, Report of 2ND
War Patrol, Serial 038, November 28th, 1944.
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(3) OQeations of Coamader Advance xpeditionary Force, Octobor 22nd.

By this date LU. subaarines, which were to be in the a,"a east or tho
Ph•lippines on October 25th, ware at sea,* and en route to the stif-tions
"asi••d them by Coader Advance :xpedW.tionary Forte on October 2Oth
(Plate XMVI).*

The day patsed unev•n•fUly with but one ,-.antect being recorded,

This was by the 1-54, which nt 1700 contacted c group of ships some
450 nUes to the eastward of Uan Bernardino Strait.*** Thia contact cnuld
have been on TG 30.3 (Salwago Group) or on TG 30.,7 (Hunter-Killer Group).
However, &tnce TG 30.7 was about five miles to the northeast. of TG 30.3,
the pro•ability is that the contact, if a good contact, was on TG 30.3.
In support of the idoa that it may have been a good contact is the report of
the SKIM, operating about ten miles to the south of 'T 30.7, of a contact at
2123 she believed to be on a submrine,,*

If it. is atucepted that the 1-54's contact was or. TG 30.3 and the
=K.Dt a contact wrs on the 1-54, or on another, of the Japanese submarines

morvng south, then the position of the contact reported by the Japantse
sizbarine was either erroneous or the position plotted by Comaxier Main
Force was in error, for the divergence between ths Japanese contact and
tMe %ctual positivne of TG's 30.3 and 30.7 ib in the neighborhood of somi
sixtf ailes. There appear t,, have baen no other contacts made by or on
these shmerines during the day,

Submr Cprations in the 3rd ',ase Operation, Pmrt IV, 5,eptember
1944 - Februxry 19-5, Japanese Monugraph No. 184. coptiled by the
2ND Historical Record4; Secticn of the Repatriation Relief Bureau
of the W•ifare Minis.ry, Junb 1954.
Suipra., Ope'aetions of Lommander Advance Expod.1tionary Force, October
2Cth, 194.

." Appended Chart II, .nev Fleet Dispotitions on October 22nd, 1944,
Deiailod Action leport Nair Force, ¶He No, I Operation, October
20th - 29th, 190t, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

* War Diaries I4OG•ATT BAY and B(3,TON, October 22nd, 1944.
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C(24 SIXTH BASE AIR FOR

October 22nd

(4) Operations of Comander SIXTh Bases Air Force, October 2end.

Commander SIXTH Base Air Force remained at his Takao headquartera
completing final preparations for the movement of his force to the Philip-
pines. Since Fcrmosa had been last attacked (a) by carrier planes (of the
THIRD Fleet) cn October l4th, arA (b) by B-29' s on October 17th, he had had
from four to seven days of relative quiet during which time he had worked
hard to (a) move in planas from the homeland and the Nansei Shoto, (b)
repair aircraft, and (c) recrganize and regroup his dispersed and shattered
covmand. Owing to the failure of the A.lies to interfere with the above,
he had now succeeded even better ýhaa he had reason to believe would havo
been possible. His command, while not up to its highest standard, waL
nonetheless in fairly good condition and his pilots eager for combat.
Because it would shorr.ly be departing for Luzon, he was now concerned with
enemy capabilities to interfere with its movement, He thereforoawaited
reports from (a) the night searches by radar equipped flying boats from
Formosa which he knew had departed Toko at 20.45, and (b) the day searche3
from Luzon.

He appears to have felt that, although the search pattern for the
flying boats did not give complete coverage of the approaches to Formosa,*
there was reason to believe that, if the Allied carrier forces wore to move
north from the Philippines for an early morning strike on Formosa, the
flying boats would provide sufficient warning.

Meanwhile, -n view of the movement operation soon to be underway,
it seems probable that he reviewed his plans to see whether, in the light
of present in'orcraion, they were adequate. He had designed these plans
with a spe",i6ý ot),jective in view-"the insurance of the safe arrival of
the 3IXTH Base Air Force in the Philippines". While his manner of review-
ing his plans, and in what order, i6 unknown, it seems proper to say that
he reviewed them in the order indicated in the basic orders thereon. That
he was satisfied seems apparent for the record shows no important change3.
What, then, was his final plan? This plan consisted of:

(a) Two morning searches, one a 650-mile search by a patrol unit
of three planes departing early in the morning, the other a search of
roughly from 400 - 500 miles by a reccranissance unit of four planes depart-
ing at 0900. These searches, which covered the southeastern approaches to
Voruosa, were designed to locate any Allied forces in position to strike
Luzon or to intercept the SIXTh Base Air Force planes en route.

(b) i'wo Special Attack Units (the FIRST Special Attack Unit con-
istLing of fourteen carrier attack plares, and the SECONU Special. Attack

Unit consisting, of thirty-one reconnaissance seaplanes),** both departing

i Detailed Action Report 901ST Air Group, Night Se.rches, October loth -

28th, 1944, WDC Document 160551 NA 12402.
* Table 2, b6 Base Air Force Tactizal Organizat'on (Operations of

GComvnnder ('flT Base Air Force, October 2%st).
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at 0900 and both weCl-escorted by fighters from the FIRST Attack Group.
One of these units was headed for Clark Field, the other for Cavite.

(c) A CAP over Clark Field to be provided by the above-mentioned
fighters upon their arrival there.

(d) The rmaaining units of the FIRST Attack Group departing
Formosan bases to arrive at Clark Field at 1.700.

(e) A dusk attack on any Allied carriers east of Lamon Bay (1) by
the FIRST Special Attack Unit (item (b) above) which at this time would be
based at Clark Field, (2) by the SECOND Special Attack Unit (item (b) above)
which at this time would be based at Cavite, a 1 (3) by the SECOND Attack
Group consisting of six flying boats and thirt., land attack planes*
operating from bases in the Takao area.**

At 0245 he received information that the repor6 concerning the
laidings at Rapu Rapu of the day befora had been untrue.*** Any concern he
may have had over the Legaspi airfield and the broadening of the operation
area was thus allayed.

Since, with the arrival of dawn, he had received no contact reports
from his night search, he realized that the possibility of a carrier-based
air attack on Formosa from that direction was remote. Being thus relieved
of the necessity for defensive action there, he now could devote his
attention to the movement of his forces to the Philippines.

Although there is no information available thereon, it is presumed
that the first echelon of his search departed Formosa as planned in the
"early morning",**** which is reasoned to be about 0600 - 0700.

* Table 2, 6N Base Air Force Tactical Organization (Operations of
Cotmander 6rH Base Air Force, October 21st).

•* 6TH Base Air Force Operation Order No. 110, October 21st, 1944, File
of 6TH Base Air Force Operation Orders and Supplemental Material
obtained from Captain Burtzo Shibata, IJN, Senior Staff Officer, 6TH

Base Air Force, GHQ, rKc, Military History Section Microfilm
(unnumbered); also Coumnander 6TH Base Air Force Dispatch 211458
October 1944 to 6TH Base Air Force, Main Force (6TH Base Air Force
DesOpOrd No. 85), War Diary ZU.HO, October 1st -- 25th, 1944f, WDC
Document 161636, NA 11973.

•** 33RD Special Base Force Dispatch 211900 October 1944, addressees
unknown, Detailed Action Report Main Force, S|i) No. I Operation,
October 20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Docvaent 1612X)5, NA 11744.

***6TH Base Air Force Operation Order No. 110, October 21st, 1944, File
of 6TH Base Air Force Operations Orders and Supplemental Material
obtained from Captain Bunzo Shibata, IUN, Sonior Staff Officer, 6TH
base Air Force, GHQ, F6(C, Military History Section Microfilm
(unnumbered).
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Shortly thereafter he received a report of a contact at 0637 on
three large carriers, two battleships, and ten other ships, bearing 095o(T),
distant 500 wi.es from Tacloban* (Plate XXXVI, Contact C)T This report was
completely erroneous although he, of course, could not have known it.

Also by this time he should have received from the THIRTY-FIRST
Communication Unit a Class D radio direction finder fix at 2116 October 21st
on a task force 600 miles, bearing 087'(T), from Manila** (Contact A).

During the early forenoon (about 0745) he received a dispatch from
Commander 901st Air Group reporting that the two night search planes operat-
ing from Garan Bi had completed their searches to 450 miles with negative
results .***

About 0830 he may have received a dispatch, as information addressee,
from Commander FIFTH Base Air Force directing all forces within that comnmla
to employ their full strength to assist in the base activities of the SIXTH
Bise Air Force upon its arrival in the Philippines.**N* Although 3uch action
was to have been expected, it was very important to SIXTH Base Air Force
operations. Initially, his units would have only the maintenance personnel
being airlifted and, until the arrival of personnel and equipment being
moved by ship (it will be recalled that DBSDIV TWENTY-ONE had been directed
to accomplish this), would be dependent upon outside assistance in the
repair and servicing of aircraft. Under the pressure of intensive operations,
such an arrangement wuuld be most difficult.

During the forenoon he received a report of two 081.0 contacts made
by army reconnaissance planes off Leyte Gulf.***** One consisted of three
carriers and five other ships and the other was reported as five carriers
and seven other ships (Contacts E and D). It is not apparent, from available
information, whether these carriers were correctly evaluated as escort
carriers. However, if they were not so identified, the contacts could have
given a false impression of the location of the Allied "task force".

Vice Admiral Matome Ugaki, NJN (CUdMATDIV 1), Personal Diary S1ENS0RCK%
Nippon Shuppari Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha (Tokyo, March 15th, 1953),
Volume I.[.
31ST Communication Unit Dispatch 220445 October 1944 to Main Force
(other addressees unknown), Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO
No. I Operation, October 20th - 29th, 1944,WDC Document 161005,
NA 11744.

*** 901ST Air Group Dispatch 220715 October 1944 to CinC Combined Fleet,
Ccmtander 6TH Base Air Force, Detailed Action Report 9013T Air Group,
Night Searches, October 10th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 160551,
NA 12402.

'** Commander 5TH Base Air Force Dispatch 220800 October 1944 to 5TH Base
Air Force, War Diary 23RD Air Flotilla, October 1944, WDC Document
160264, NA 12546.

*** Documents from file of Lieutenant Colonel Katsuo Sato, IJA, Staff
Officer, 4TIH Air Army, Department of the Army, Historical Divisiorn
Microfilm HS-.7.
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Information in the variou unit rection reports is insufficient to
deteruine whether the moveent of SIXTH Base Air Force units mm eecuted
an scheduled. Hever, in the absence of contrery eidence, it is asmseed
that the schedule was followed-at least approximtely. About 0900, then,
Commnder SIXTH Base Air Force knew of the departure of the carrier-type
-woovnaissance planes and of the FIMT and SWXII Special Attack Unite with
their escorting fighters. It sems likely that it was these plan.. which
the OWD, operating off LiWyaen Gulf, reported as over twenty aircraft over-
head, heading south.*

At about 0937 Commader SIXTH Base Air Force received the additional
information that at 0907 eighty transports were inside Leyte Gulf,**
(Contaoi F). Shortly thereafter he was likely aware of an air raid warning
in southern Kyusha.*I Although not so stated, this alert most probably
stemmed from the waRnings on the previous day of the possibility of further
attacks by China-based B-29, s.N*

At about 0950 be received a contact report on "carriers east of
Lamon Bay" which were at this time his primary concern. This contact,
ovaJusated as a "task force", me reported by a Manila search plane as two
cai•iers, two battlevhipft, and several other ships, bearing 087((T), distant
330 miles from Manila at O9)0,5* (Contact G).

Because his plans were already made,. Commandi.e SIXTH Base Air Force
does not appear to have taken any immediate action, but rather awaited con-
tact by his own s*arch planes, or at least the further development of the
above contact by the FIFTH Base Air Force.

About this tine he received reports from the Philippines to the
effect that Allied aircraft had been striking the central Philippines but
that, surprisingly enough, there had been no air strikes on Luzon. This
was, of course, good news for his SIXTH Base Air Force was already moving
to Luzon and now at this crucial tine the Allies, for reasons known only to
thdwalves, had conveniently decided to withhold their morning air *.rikes
from that vital area.

However, although this was a happy circumstance which boded vell for

~ * USS OOD Dispatch WO3C) October 1944 to CTF 71.
•" Vice Aci. KIatme Ugaki, IJh (CO4RBATDIV 1), Personal. Diary SMNSCRO'U,

Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabuwhiki Kaisha (Tokyo, March 1W5t, 1953,
Volumu. II; also Appended Chart IIl, Enemy F'it Disposltinns on OctoberI 2;2nd, .lSk', Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. 1 Operation,
October 2)th - ýOth, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

***• War Diary Kanoya Detachaent, 252ND Attack Unit, (701ST Air Group',
October 13th - 31st, 1944, WDC Document 160258, NA 12592.

****• C.in Combined Fleet Dispatch Z12106 October 1944 to 5TH and 7TH Base
Air Forces, etc., Detailed Action Ropert No. 2, Northern Attack Force
(2MD Base Air Force), October 10th - November 15th, 1944, WDC Document
161645, NA 12262.
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the whole dcay, he realised that since he, himself, would be departing for
Manila by air at about 1330 and would only have facilities while in the air
for mergency coanunication, the morning contacts should be stvdied to

Sascertain their effect, if any, on the continuec movement of his aircraft to
Luzon. While how he reasoned is not known, it seem probable it was along
these lires: so far he had received contact reports on (a) eleven carriers
off the central Philippines (Contacts C,D and g)and (b) (I) two off Luaon
(Contact G, and (2) an RDF fix oa a task force (Contact A) (presumably of
from one to four CV's) also off Luson. Thus, he had within attack range
thirteen carriers which had been sighted and from one to four carrie-s which
had been located by direction finder.

Hie now had to think about other Allied carriers. He miet have
reasoned that all of the Allied carriers had not as yet been discovered for
(a) on the previous day, he had estimated from his corntact reports and RDF
fixes that there was a possibility of fram thirteen to twenty-one CV's and
CVL' s with an additional ten CVE' s or a total of from twenty-three to
thirty-one carriers of all types off the Philippines, and (b) today, he had
estimates of but from fourteen to seventeen CV s and CVIA' s with rm CvgB s
reported. Thus, he could see that, based on the above reports, there was
still a strong enemy capability of having additional eny CV's, CVL' s and
CY' s in the area as yet unlocated. But where were they? He could see by
comparson with the previous day' s contact reports off Lumon that, whereas
on the previous day a minimum of four CV's had been reported aNout forty
miles from Catanduanes I~land, today the nearest contact was about 330
miles. This fact, plus the fact that there had been no air strikes on
Luzon, likely gave him the thought that perhaps the Allied carriara were
fuoltrIg. (This would have been a partially correct estimate for on -his
day one task group (TG 38.3) was fueling. The other three task groups
(TG's 38.1, 38.2 and 38.4), which had been operating oft Luzon and which
he rad largely failed to discover, continued to an operate but they now
oper-Ated from a position about 350 miles to the eastward of Manila, ithor
than close inx because they were operating as cover for the 3CWESPAC
operationr rither than as support and therefore were not scheduled to make
any air strikes on this day).

Whatever say have been Comnander SIXTH Base Air Force' s estimate
of the situation with relation to the Allied carriers, it seems correct
to say that he realized that certain enemy capabilities would have to be
obsorved closely as the day passed. The first and moat dangerous to himself
was the snemy ability to strike northern Luzon about the time the majority
of his planes were landing in the Philippines as, for reasons previously
stated, everything would necessarily be in confusion at that time. The
other was the capability of the enemy to strike the Formosa airfields during
the day. He had reason to believe that the latter capability was not likely
for (a) a3 pointed out earlier, such strikes agalnrt Formosa had not been
made since October 14th, (b) his early morning search which was searching
in a southeasterly direction for a distance of about 650 miles had made no
contact, (c) the only carriers located so far were about 600 miles southeast
of Takao (330 miles east of Manila), and (d) -ecent kAlied air strikes, in-
cluding tto~a today, were solely against the central Philippines.
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As reards the formar oapability, thit also eefaed unlikelr,
* (1) the carri~re to the south (Contact* D, D and 5) would be unable

to strike befoe 1800 whieh would require night carrier landings for tht
returning aircraft, and (2) even though the carriers east of Lusca (Contact
G) could be able to strike danila by i$-attemnoon, the pattern of attacks
la°iched by Allied caiviers since October l0th madt such an attack seen

quite unhikeI•,. In these aperations there were only two iwst*nnrs of such
Aid-afternoon (apprmcimtely 1500) attake, both b7 TF 38. Howaver, he had
anticipated this cajability by having 3rdorod (a) a CAP from the incoming
fighters to be flan upon arrival over the Clark Field €eoplex, and (b) a
dusk ,attAck e•sait any ALled carriers east of Lsewn Bay.

IN THE LIGRT OF THE ABOVE, IT SMS LI .Y THAT FS CSIDEM THAT
FM• THE PM HIS M0NTMIT PLA WAS SUITATLE, £ MSTJLA AMN aCCEPTABLE AMU

NO CI*NO CUM, AND THEM= iLD WE CABBIZD OUJT AS PIAMS~.

however, he had another problem. That was to detertmine wtether, in
view of the carcity of Information on Allied carriers within easy air rsne
of Luson, it would be rise to launch the above-orderel dwok attack.

It is not kncwn whether or not he decided to (a) cancel this attack
prior to his departure from Formosa, (b) make the decision while In the air
en rwute Manila, or (c) since the Formosa arm of this dusk attack would have
to depart Takao iv. about 1500 at which time ne would be in the air, leave the
decieion to his senior commander in Formosa (Commadier Western Attack Force•m).

This latter would be the logiWa thing to do because (a) despite all
preparations, he might not be able to cummunicate while in the air, and (b)
having decided to caucel that flight, the senior comanider in Formosa would
then have three to four hours in which to notify the Luzon arm, which latter
arm would probably not depart for the attack area before 1730.

What his decision was is not known. However, it is known that the
dmsk attack was cancelled. This fact was expressed b7 Ca4BATDIV ONE in his
war diary as follows: "Today the SIXTH Bass Air Force was scheduled to carry
out a dusk attack but it was cancelled owing to the inability to determine
the ioneo uituatioc".*

Meanwhile, since he was personally to command the Headquarters
Trwnsport Plane Unit with its fighter escort, he most likely made communi-
cation arrangementa to permit his to receive or transmit vital messages
Swhile in the air en route to the Philippines, leaving the more routine
Information to be delivered to him upon his arrival at Nichols Field.

Having received no further contacts prior to 1330, he at that time

SVice Admiral Matom Uiaki, 7IJNT C BTDIV 1), Personal Diary 5FbSOR(OKU,
Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaaih& (Tokyo, March 15th, 1953),
Volume IT.
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boarded his plans for the Phfilippines. Since there ware no further eotacte
on Allied forces and no Allied attacks on Luzon during the day, it wy be
presumd that he hId an uneventful trip. It is not clear whether or not he
received a=y information while in the air or made a=W decision during that
time. He arrived in Manila about 1700.*

His arrival in the Philippines made quite a chango in his comd
relationships for, while in Formosa, he had been an independent commander
operating under CinC Combined Fleet with th EI ZTH Air Division uder his

mmandr4 now he, in sofiLr as his operations in the Philippines were concern9d,
would be operating directly under Commander SW Area Force and in cooperation
with Commander FIFTH Base Air Force and C.G. FOURTH Air Army.

Shortly after his arrival, he received such routine inforwatim as
had become available subsequent to his departure fra& Formosa. Among this
information was a dispatch (a) from CinC Combined Fleet exhorting all forces
to do their utmost,** (b) amplification of the 0920 contact on ftwo carriers,
two battleships, and several other ships"** to the effect that, as of 0900,
the contact consisted of one light carrier, one special earrior, two battle-
ships or cruisers and some destroyers on course 1900 (T), speed sixteen
knotv***(The position given was the same as reported earlier-330 miles,
bearing 0870(T), from Manila-and the wather reportedly was fair, visibility
ten miles with occasional squalls.), (c) from the Chief of Staff Combined
Fleet which, after pointing to the difficult situation to be expected off the
"east coast of the Philippines with respect to recognition and identification,
requested that, subsequent to 1200 October 24th, air and ground units in the
Philippines (both army and navy) be directed to refrain from attacking targets
other than carriers and transports unless positively identified as an enemy
task force,***" (d) from Ccmmmuaier Main Force giving a new route and
anmouncing that air action by that force would be initiated at dawn on
October 24th,****** (e) from Coumander FIRST Striking Force announcing the
division of his forces into the FIRST Striking Force and the THIRD Section,

SMemorandum Notes of Captain Bunso Shibata, UJN, Senior Staff Officer,
6TH Base Air Force, October 10th - 23rd, 1944, Department of the Ara7,
Historical Division Microfilm HS-22, Item B.
CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 221205 October 1944 to all forces, War
Diary DESRON 1, October 1944, WDC Document 161638, N. 11739.
Vice Admiral Matoae Ugaki, IJN (C(NBATDIV 1), Personal Diary iENSORC14
Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha (Tokyo, March 15th, 1953),
Volume II; also Appended Chart ill, Enemy Fleet Disposition on October
22nd, 194, Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. 1 Operation,
October 20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

SClark Air Base Dispatch 221606 October 1944 to major commanders, War
Diary DESRON 10, October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.
CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 221612 October 1944 to all Fleet and
Squadron Comianders, War Diary 61ST Air Flotilla, October 1944,
WDC Document 161643, ^ 12260.

N•**** Commander Main Force Dispatch 221M24 October 1944 to all forces,
Detailed Action Report Main Force, MSHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th-
29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
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and giving the routes each part would follow proceeding to Leyte Gulf,* and
finamly, (f) a dispatch from Caonder THIRK Section, based on the preceding
dispatch, giving the proposed route of the THIRD Section from Brunei to
Surimao Strait.**

From a study of thes dispatches, Ccomander SIXTH Base Air Force could
coo (1) from item (a) above, that the die was cast-that there would be no
turning back, (2) from item (b) that no new carriers had been located and
tbereore .Us estimate of the number of carriers contacted on this day
remained the samw, (3) from it3m (c) that CinC Combined Fleet seems to be
somewhat concerned over the possibility that air strikes might be made by own
aircraft against own surface forces within the central Philippines (this must
have been confusing to him for, if the basic plan were followed, the striking
forces would be the only Japanese forces of consequence to appear in
Philippine waters on X-1 day and these forces would be in central Philippine
waters until 1830 when the FIRST Striking Force was to pass through San
Bernardino Strait), (4) from item (d), that the Main Force was not following
the route which had been designated originally but, insteaa, was following
a new route and that, despite this air action would be initiated according
to plan, (5) from items (e) and (f5, that Commander FIRST Striking Force had
finally decided to accept the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet's suggestion that
he divide his force into a San Bernardino Strait Group and a Surigao Strait
Group, and had assigned certain general routes to be followed by each of the
above two groups (this was important information as he was charged with
giving them air protection).

Although not so stated in available records, it seems quiite likely
that, immediately after studying these dispatches and other information, he
reported to Commander SW Area Force wider whose conmand he would now operate.
And, since Commander FIFTH Base Air Force was already operating under Commander
SW Area Force and would temporarily operate in coordination with, rather
than under, Commander SIXTH Base Air Force, it is assumed that he conferred
with that commander as well. Perhap~s, as indicated under "Operations of
Commander SW Area Force, October 22nd", Commander SW Area Force held at this
time a coordination conference at which time the three commanders discussed
the problems facing them.

Since his .headquarters and the headquarters of the C.G. FOURTH Air
Army were both in Manila, and since the base air forces were to cooperate
with that army, it seems highly probable that sometime after he had arrived
at Manila (after 1700) he learned of Couander SECOND Air Division's plans
for the air offensive against Allied shipping in I.eyte Gulf which air

* omander 1ST Striking Force Dispatch 212053 October 1944, addressees
unkon, Detailed Action Peport Main Force, 3HO No. 1 Operation,
o** rC der 3RD Section Dispatch 221155 October 1944 to CinC Combined

Force, etc., Detailed Action R'eport No. 13, DESSRON 10, October 17th F
31st, 1944, WDC Document 1610)5, NA 11744.

6734 C



0CM SIXTH BASE AIR FORCE
October 22nd

offensive wai tentatively scheduled for early morning October 24th.* It wee
quite Important for him to be fully familiar with the plans of the FOURTH
Air Army--*luding those of an important unit such as the SECOND Air
Division-for (a) he would likely presently command both the FIFTH and SIXTH
Base Air Forces, and (b) the C.G. FOURTH Air Army would be moving to Bacolod
an the following day which would make coordination even more difficult than
at present. It would be wiae to have a thorough understanding now!

WAUE HE HAD LAN=N AT MANIlA, CIOPANDIU SIXTH BASE AIR FORMC MAY
NOT HAVE BM DhIDIATWI AWARE OF THE CONFUSION ATTENDING THE ARRIVAL OF
HIS VARIOUS UNITS IV THE MLM FIELD COKPLU. HOWEYER HE WAS SC005 AWARE
OF IT FOR IT WAS UNDOUBTEDLY DISU ) IN A COORDINATION CMWMCE HELD
SOON TRAFTER AT CLAMR FIELD AND ATTDEND BY THE UNIT CCOMANDERS. IT IS
DISCRII IN 03 ACTION RERT WHICH IS HER QUOTED IN PART: "... BASE

IN THE PHILIPPINES DirhrA FROM THOSE WHICH HAD BEEN AGRE
UPON IN THE STAFF COORDINATION CNIECE5 HELD ON FOR11OSA. CONSEQUENTLY,.
A LARGE NUMBER OF PLANES SIMULTANEOUJSLY FLEW INTO THE CLARK AREA JUST BWOB
SUUDOMK ON THE 22D, CAUSING SEICUS OOWUSION IN THE AIR TRAFFIC. ALSO,
DUE TO UNFAN3IARITY WITH THE TEAIN, SOME AIRCRAFT LANE AT CTHU THAN
THE SCHEMULED BAS&C . AS A RESULT, MAINTENME PENSNEL,, WHO MOVED UP ABOARD
THE AIRCRAFT AND BK TRANSPORT PLANE, WERE SCATTERED AT DIFFErN BASES . .
ALTHOUGH MAR BLE CCKPRISES NUMEROUS AIRFIKLD.S, REFUELING AND COUJNICATIOK
FACILITIES ARE PIADEQUATE, AS WELL AS ORDNANCE SUPFLIES AT ALL AIRFIELDS.
THE BASE WAS TER RE ET ELY POORLY EQUIPPED FOR OPERATIONS OF LARGE
AIR CGIOUP13" f.I*

The coktunion above reported is supported by reports from other units.
It appears that, among other examples, (a) three carrier aircraft of the
252nd Attack Unit, which were to deploy to Bamban or Angeles,,** actually
landed at Clark North,**** (b) eight planes of the 752nd Air Group, which
were supposed to deploy to Mabalacat East or Bamban, instead landed at
another Clark field (Marcot),** and (c) seven carrier attack aircraft of the
256th Attack Unit, which were to deploy to Bamban or Angeles, also landed
at another Clark field.*

* 2ND Air Division Operation Order A-207, October 22nd, 1944, Documents
from file of Lieutenant Colonel Katsuo Sato, IJA, Staff Officer, 4TH
Air Army, Department of the Army, Historical Division Microfilm HS-7.

** Detailed Artion Report No. 2, 5TH Attack Unit (752ND Air Group),
October 22nd - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161004, NA 12605.

* 6TH Base Air Force Operation Order No. 110, October 21st, 1944, File
of 6TH Base Air Force Operation Orders and Supplemental Material
obtained from Captain Bunzo Shibata, IJN, Senior Staff Officer, 6TH
Base Air Force, GHQ, FEC, Military History Section, Microfilm
(unnumbered); also Table 2, 6TH Base Air Force Tactical Organization
(Operations of Commanctsr 6TH Base Air Force, October 21st, 1944).

S * War Diary 252ND Attack Unit (701ST Air Group), October 14th -
No-wmber 15th, 1944, WDC Document 160253, NA 12592.

P***- War Diary 256TH Attack Unit (Katori Detachment), 752ND Air Group,
October 13th - 25th, 1944, WDC Document 161634, NA 12320.
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IT SZU CLAR THAT THE OFFICs AT THIS OONFERENCE LEARNED THAT,
CAUS OF THE ABOVE COWFSIOK, IT WCULD TAKE SOME TIME, PEHAPS EVM

THROUGH THE FMLOWUG DAY, TO SThAIGHTEN MATTERS OUT, AND THAT CONANMD
SIZTH BM AIR FORM WAS FR(CTL ADVISED OF THIS UNHAP DEVELOFfEl.

During the evening he likely received (a) a report of a contact made
at 1700 by the submarine 1-54 on a group of ships some 450 miles to the
eastward of San Beznardino Strait* (Contact I), and (b) a dispatcn from
CinC Combined Fleet ordering the SECOND Striking Force to penetrate Leyte
Oalf in coordination with the FIRST Striking Foroe.**

This latter order gave him great concern for it increased his
antiaircraft protection mission in the Philippine area. He would now have
to provide air cover there for three Japanese forces (FIRST and SECOND
Striking Forces and THIRD Section) rather than one (the orignal penetration
was to be by the concentrated FIRST Striking Force) or two (the modified
penetration was to be by the FIRST Striking Force-through San Bernardino
St-ait-and the THIRD Section-through Surigao Strait). He recalled that
Commander SW Area Force had assigned the antisubowrine and antiaircraft
patrols to the SIXTH Base Air Force and the fleet antisubmarine patrols and
the protection of surfuce traffic to the 954th and 955th Air Groups.***
He reestimated the situation and (a) seems to have recommended to Commander
SW Area Force that all antisubmarine patrols for the above three Japanese
jurface forces be assigned to the 954th and 955th Air Groups for, as will be
shown later, such an order was issued on the following day by that
commander,*I** and (b) reaffirmed his decision of the previous day that,
since he had only limited air strength, it would be best to concentrate his
air force and to attack the Allied carriers, ard thus give antiaircraft
protection in that manner.*4**N This matter is discussed more fully under
"Operations of Commander SIXTH Base Air Force, October 21st".

* Appended Chart III, Enemy Fleet Dispositions on October 22nd, 1944,
Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. 1 Operation, October
20th - 29th, 1944, WUC Document 161005, NA 11744.
CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch (date-time-group and addressees unknown),
Action Summary 2ND Striking Force in SHe Operation, SW Area Operation,
Commander Kokichi Mori, ex-IJN, 2ND Striking Force Staff Torpedo
Officer, GHQ, FEC, Special Historical Collection, Supporting Documents
to General of the Army Douglas MacArthur' s Historical Report on
Allied Operations in the Southwest ?acific Area (Item 22, Footlocker
5 of 10, SWPA Series, Volume II).
C cimmnder 3W Area Force Dispatch 211345 October 19" to Commanders 5Th
and 6TH Base Air Forces, 954TH and 955TH Air Groups, etc. (SW Area
,orce DesOpOrd No. 679), Detailed Action Report iST Striking Force,
sh0 Operation, October 16th - 28th, 194, WDC Document 161641, NA 11830.

** * Commander SW Area Force Dispatch 231254 October 1944 to Coimmanders
954TH and 955TH Air Groups (SW Area Force DesOpOrd No. 68M), ATsSDcu=ent No. 39, Part V, Kay 28, 19%5, Pia•g 36 (NACHI Document).
USSBS Interrogation of Japanese Officials, Nay No, 115, Interrogation
of Vice Admiral :higeru ,'ukudome, IJK, Volume II, Page 504.
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Meanwhile, partially as a result of the agreements reached at his
recent conference with Commnder SW Area Force, he issued at 2000 his Des-
OpOrd No. 88 which assigned tasks for the following day.* Unfortunately,
this important dispatch is not available; however, from information contained
in a number of aircraft action reports, the general provisions of the order
may be ascertained. It seems to have included: (a) an early morning takeoff
from Philippine bases by the FIRST Attack Group for a search-attack to the
east of Manila, the returning planes to land at assigned bases,** (b) a dusk
and night attack by the SEOfND Attack Group still operating from Takao
bases,,** and (c) a routine search of the Manila patrol sector.*

At about 2104 he received a dispatch from CinC Combined Fleet
directing him to assemble flight personnel requiring training in southern
Kyushu where they were to be trained under the comand of Commander SEVENTH
DBss Air Force.**** Since this dispatch had no importance to his imaediate
operations, he most likely left the necessary action thereon to his sub-
ordinate camonders in Formosa and the Nansei Shoto.

At 2110 (DESRON ONE received it at this time) he received a dispatch
from Coiander SECOND Striking Force informing him that DESDIV TWENTY-ONE
would reach Manila by 1500 on October 23rd.**HHI* Since this was the group
transporting basic equipsnt and personnel from Formosa to the Philippines,
it was clear that the SIXTH Base Air Force would still have to rely, in part,
on the FIFTH Base Air Force person-el for servicing its aircraft, at least
for the first day's offensive strikes.

During the course of the evening, he was compiling information on
the strength and readiness of his units which had moved to the Philippines.
The exact number of SIXTH Base Air Force planes in the Philippines at this
time cannot be determined. Neither, apparently, was it known to Commander

Commander 6TH Base Air Force Dispatch 222000 October 1944 to 6TH
Base Air Force Battle Report Addressees (6TH Base Air Force DesOpOrd
No. 88), War Diary 701ST Air Group, October 1944, WDC Document 160258,
NA 12592.

**• Detailed Action Report No. 2, 102ND and 103RD Attack Units (70IST Air
Group), October 22ad - November 15th, 1944, WDc Document 161293, NA
12505-A; also Philippine Area Naval Operations, Part II, October -
December 1944, 2KD Demobilisation Bureau, Japanese Government, October
1947, Department of the Army, Historical Division, File No. 8-5, JS 106
Commarnder 6TH Base Air Force Dispatch 230103 October 1944 to 6TH Base
Air Force (6TH Base Air Force DesOpOrd No. 89), Detailed Action Report
901ST Air Group, Night Searches, October 10th - 28th, 1944, WDC
Document 160551, NA 12402.

S CofS 6TH Base Air Force Dispatch 230100 October 1944 to "T" Force
and Main Force, War Diary ZUIHO, October let - 25th, 1944, WDC
Document 161636, NA 11973.

N*** CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 222024 October 1944 to Commanders 2ND,
6TH, 7TH Base Air Forces and 51ST Air Flotilla, War Diary 51ST Air
Flotilla, October 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA 12258.

S•*.• Commander 2N!) Striking, Force, Dispatch 271332 October 194/1 to D)&;DIV
21, ilfo Commavier 6rM Base Air Force, War Diary DE-3RON 1, October
19"4, WDC Document L6.1638, NA 11739.
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SflTH Base Air Force at the tim. A tabulation contained in the notes of
me of his staff officers lndicates that he had about 178 aircraft in the
Clark area.*

Thi figure of 178 planes * cvAnot be fully supported froa the

limited information available to this analysis. However, it is known that
the following planes landed in the Clark Complex north of Manila: (a) 252nd
Attack Unit,, three carrier attack planes;** (b) 701st Air Group (3rd, 5th,
102nd and 103rd Attack Units), about sixty caurier attack planes,*** one of
which was damaged upon landing,**** (a) FIFTH Attack Unit, eight carrier
attack planes;**W** (d) 3V4th Fighter Unit, twenty-nine carrier fighters,
three of which wers damaged upon lending;***** 'e) 256th Attack Unit,

seven carrier attack planes;******* (f) 203rd Air Group, one transport;*U*****
and (g) 653rd Air Group, twelve carrier fighters, one carrier fighter bumber
(damaged upon landing), eight carrier attack planos.********* This totals
129 aircraft and does not includ. reports from some of the major units; i.e.,
221st, 252nd and 341st Air Groups. It !.s assumed therefore that the re-
mining forty-nine planes actually arriveW.

(ki October 21st, 1944, when he ordered this deployment, he
contemplated that 305 - 315 land planes and thirty-five seap]anes would
deploy to the Philippines on October 22nd (Table 2). If the figure of 178
is the proportion of land planes that arrived, ther about nineteen seaplanes
should also have deployed using the sme proportion. The figure of 178
included no seaplanes. If the above is so, then about 197 aircraft of the
31ITH Base Air Force deployed to Luson on this e

* Memorandum Notes of Captain Bunso Shibata, IJN, Senior Staff Officer
6TH Base Air Force, October 10th - 23rd, 1944, Department of the
Arzy, Historical Division, Mocrofils HS-22, Item B.

• * War Diary 252ND Attack Unit (7015T Air Group), October 14th -

November 15th, 1944, WOC Document 160258, NA 12592.
Sun airy of Operations, 2ND Kamikase Special Attack Force (7MIST
Air Group), October 1944, WDC Document 160258, NA 12592.
War Diary 701ST Air Group, October lot - 31st, 1944, WDC Document
160258, NA 12592.
Detailed Action Report No. 2, 5TH Attack Unit (752ND Air Group),
October 22nd - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 1,61004, NA 12605.

S*5** Detailed Action Report 2ND Fighter Striking Unit, 304TH Fignter

Unit (203RD Air Group), October Z1st - 29th, 1944, WDC Document
160517, NA 12309.

•*I*IHH* War Diary 256th Attack Unit (Katori Detachment), 752ND Air Group,
October 13th - 25th, 194, WDC Document 161634, NA 12320.

• -**U-*** War Diary 203RD Air Groap, October 1944, WDC Document 161633,
NA 12464.

.War Diary 653RD Air Group, October 1944, WDC Document 120295,

NA 12530.
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ALSO DURING THE COURlSE OF THE EVENING HE STUDIED HIS RUNNING EST]MATE
OP THE SITUATION TO SEE WHAT NE DEVE1OPH&4TS, IF ANY, RIGHIT REXQUIRE ,IHANGES
IN HIS BASIC PLAN., IT CAN, OF GUMSE, M ACCEPTED THAT HE DID THIS BCAUSE
HE REALIZED THAT DEVIATIONS FROM THE PLAN OF ANY COMANDER ARE OFTEN REQUIRED
DURING THE ACTION PHASE, AND THEREFORE THE CC1MANDER CONCERNED MUST MAINTLIN
A CONSTANT CLOSE OBSERVATION OF THE UNFOLDING SITUATION TO DEThRMIME WHETH~i
OR NOT DEVIATIONS OBSERVED ARE (A) OF RELATIVELY MINOR TYPEr-WHICH WILL UNOT
OCCASION ANY SERIOUS DISTLOCATION OF TKt& PLAN, OR (B) OF A MH(kE HCHENTOUS
TYPE WHICH (1) MAY CHALLENGE THE BASIC PLAN--IN WHICH CASE A DEPARTURE FROM
THE PLAN IS NECESSARY, OR (2) DO NOT IN THASELVES CHALLENGE TILE BASIC PLAN,
PROVIDING, CF COURSE, THAT THE CGMMANDER TAKES APPROPRIATE ACTION IN DUE
TIM TO CONTROL THE SITUATION.

As a result of thisatudy, he noted that -e was a likelihood that
(a) the enn would have strong air patrols, anc ) there would be bad
weather in thG Philippines area on the following . y. Whether or not he
personally did anything about this is not known but it is known that,
because of the above conditions, someone made a decision to employ in some
cases single aircraft attack units in order to take advantage of the weather
and to avoid attracting the attention of the Allied patrols. This fact was
reported by one of the attack units in the following language: "To meet
the possibility of strong enemy air patrols and bad weather conditions, it
me decided that the SECOND Attack Unit would employ surprise search -

attacks by single aircraft".* Although this was a deviation from the
tactics originally prescribed for the FIRST Attack Group (which was to make
daytime attacks in strength),** it was only a minor deviatior and did not
dislocate his plan.

At about 2300 he received a dispatch from the Chief of Staff
Combined Fleet (quoted in full urider "Operations of CinC Combined Fleet,
October 22nd") which, after giving the composition of the Main Force and
certain information as to its probable route, cautioned the various
cammandern of the base air forces to keep their flying personnel informed
of the above so that these friendly forces could be readily distinguished.*

* Detailed Action Report No. 2, 5TH Attack Unit 72NDAir Grop), S11

No. 1 Operation, October 22nd - 29th, 194, WDC Document 161004,
NA 12605.

* Detailed Action Report No. 2, 102ND and 103RLD Attack Units (701ST
Air Group), October 2214 - November 1.5th, 1944, WVC Document 161293,
NA 12505A; also 6TH Base Air Force Operation Order No. 110, October
21st, 1944, File of 6TH Baue Air Force Operation Orderg and Supple-
mental Material obtained from Captain Bunzo Shibata, IJN, Senior
Staff Officer, 6TH Base Air Force GHQ, FEC, Military Histoly Section,
Microfilm (unnumbered).

*W' CofS Combined Fleet Dis'patch 220925 October 1944 to Commanders, 5TH,
6TH, 7TH Base Air Forces, fitc., War Dirry DIERON 10, October 1944,
WDC Document 161638, NA. 11739.
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(5) Oporatiov..i of VCamwudr SW Area FocOtoe-2M

Comiwwdsr SW Area Forne rema&ined1 at his headquuertrs In Hw~.1 14.
.Wsro, 1w end his staff acwitinued t#n vatch the dituatiori ':) in the Leyte area
vnry Prmfailly for the reasons discuesed nuadr 110perations of Commander SW
Area Force, October Z1st", &M' (b) in the Philippines in generakl, becaust;
ne~t only were the FIR5T Strikir,% Force and the THIEW Section approaching the
central Phttippiries fromi the south and~ the Hain Force f'rw the north, but his
own~' surface forces were well en route Mani:La Bay' and were vchsdUled U7, arrive
there October 23rd ais Zo11owx:

'I) SYON Striklxkg ?oros at 0700, DESDIV TWUIY.-ONE at 1JO0). and
CRUDXV SXTEW4 0at 000,

In addition, he expeci4ed that (a) on this Uay a finim% of 330 air-
cnraft ot the SIMD B~aeq Air Force,, presently on Formosa, wotUd begin Dwving
to Luns,wt* wan (b) Coesiander 3UT1H Base Air Forts, himself, would arrive in
Hmnjias at abovit. 1700 to eitablis Ul ~s hea~dqu~arters5 there. 'it wsasportai~t
that nothing t~u eould bmw ai~ided tshould bt4 paiwtted to interfere with
his noveowA#7t.

Hdtvovmr, he was vell aware that the air bases would erot be completed
due to the 3hort period of time for preparation even though a great wruber
of laborers &nd materiAls were being e~mployed in the mtoonatruction of newly
assigned air bases .**

The rirst contact thaet he receilred was a 00445 radio directioni finder
report (Glass D) of a 2,116 October 21st fix*** on a task~ force bear.-g
0870(T), distant 600 uiiles fromi K4anLU,,*W#1* (Conti~ct A). It is of Interest
that this RDF fix was fairly at.cu.rate in tha~t at the time of the fix TG 38~.1
was bearing 2nS 0(T), distant n~inety miles and TG 30.3 was, bearkv, 1950(T),
diatant sixty-f ive' miles fromr the cont.ct.

Sometime after 0637 (vibwrn the contact was imade) he received a con-~
tact report on three large carriers, two battleships, and ten ottkr ships,
bearing 09.5c(T), distanit 500 miles from Tacloban***4 (Cornt-act C). Since

* C~ma~ 7 ~~THBass ir Force Disaptch -:WO02October 19414, addresseev
unknown, Wiar Diary Kbkobu Detachmnt, 103Rfl Attack Unit (701ST Air
Grouip), October 13th - 31st, 1944, WEX Document 160258, Nk 1259ý2.
P*~ hilippine Az-ea Naval Operations, Part 1, M ly 1942 - Sept'4mbcr 1.94-4,
2ND Denobilizatiori Bureau, Japanese Govrerrnant, August 1947,
Historical Sec~tion, G-2, GHQ, PIC, File No. 8-5, JS-44, Chapter 1,

j ~~~Section C, Paragrapa 2. Dieitno Oobr2d,294
kppondod Chart TIT, EnaW FletDsoitoso Otbr2v,14,
!)4.talled Action Report fti~i force, SW) No. 1. Operation, October e-_0th
29Pth,. 1944, WDC Document 161.005, NA 11744.

*~~31ST Couwunicaticn Unit Dispatch 2201,45 October 1944, addresisees
uhnknown, Detalled Action Report H~ain Force, SH0 No. 1 Operation,
OýAtober 20th - 29th,, 1944, WUC Diocument 161.1-15, NA 11744.

W**Vice Akiral.1 Kidtcma Ugaki, 1J1K (CCt4BATDTV 1), Personal Diary SENSOHOKL,
Nippon Shupp~an Kyodo Kabn~shiki Kaitih-% (Tokyo, March 15th, 1953),

f'?Iumo IT.
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this contact was far away, it seems likely that he did not give it serious
consideration at this time but, instead, put it aside for later consider-
ation.

At about 0745 he likely learned of the negative reports frota the night
rearh planes from Gkran Bi.* From these reports he could see that the
Allied carriers off Luzon were likely still off Luzon end not headed toward
Formsa.

Since their headquarters were also in Manila, he knew that at 0800
Commander FIFTH Base Air Force had directed his command to assist the SIXTH
Base Air Force in getting organized for action.**

As on the previous day, information as to the extent of long range
searches ib meager. It appears, however, that his Cotmander FI!TH Base
Air Force ordered the "L" (Manila) sector searches conducted, but left
searcn and reconnaissance in the vicinity of Leyte Gulf to the FOURTH Air
Army.

His first contacts from the latter source arrived just after 0810
when the FOURTH Air Army headqrjrters notified oii. of two 0810 contacts;
one on three arriers and five other ships, bearing 090 0 (T), distant 216
miles from Saravia (NW Negros) (Contact E); the other, on five carriers
and seven other ships, bearing 0900 (T), distant eighty-six miles from
Tacloban (Contact D).

It saems highly probable that at about 0815 (it was received by
COKDESRON ONE at this time) he received Cormmander FIRST Striking Force' ;
"penetration operation" dispatch Z12053 (quoted in full under "Operations of
Co.ander FIRSK Striking Force, October 21st") dividiing his camnand into
two groups consisting of (a) Main Body (BATDIV' ! ONE and THREE, ChUDIV's
FOUR, FIVE and 3EVEN, and DESUON' s TWO and TEN), and (b) THIRD Section
(BATDIV TWO, MOCAMI and four destroyers), and giving the tw.- group coemmandere
inqtructions for executing the penetration operation, the 1sjnner through
San Bernardino Strait, the latter through Surigao 3traitt.**

This wi very ixdportant information for it affected largely the air
operations of hki command althucgih it also affected the operations of his

* Commender 901ST Air Group Dispatch 220715 October 1944 to CinG Com-
bined Fleet, Commander 6TH Wise Air Force, Detailed Action lb3port
901ST Air 2 'np, Night 2Sarches, October 10th - 28th, 1944, Ai)G Oocu-

ment 160551, NA 12402.
• Cunnmander 5T11 base Air Force Dispatch 22080X) October 1944 to 5TH Base

Air F-erce, War Diary 23Pl) Ai $'½9Ula, October 1944, WDC Document
160264, NA 12i46.

• * Couxunander 3;' triking Force ~sapatch 2]2053 October 1%4 to ]ST
Strikirig Force, CinC Combined Fleet., Conmmander Main Force, info
Ccvrwxind,,'" 2NýD Atrikiik , Force, F)etailud Action Re'ort 1i1 Striking Force,
SlIK Operation, October l1th - 2th, 1944, WDG Docunotit 6 '641,
NA 1ý 139.
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lesser forces, and notably of the SECOND Striking Force should that force
rmrain under his command. He could see that the THIRD Section was to arrive
at the western entrance to the Mindanao Sea at sunset (1827) on October 24th
whereas, under Coimander SECOND Striking Force's 201932, the SECOND Striking
;arce was to arrive at this same point at 1500 or three and one-half hours
before the THIRD Section.* He doubted that this would be satisfactory to
either Commander FIRST Striking Force or .onnander SECOND Striking Force.
He appears to have decided to take no action in this matter but, instead,
to await reactions from the above two oummnders which he expected fuuld be
forthcoming shortly.

He likely referred the air matters to his air force commanders.

Soon after this (at about 0937) he received a report that about
eighty transports were inside Leyte Gulf (Contact F). Since this report is
includcd in Japanese naval intelligence records-* as well as in the report
of the Japanese FOURTH Air Army,*** it is not clear whence came the ireport,
but the chances aro that it came from the latter command as shown under

"Operations of C.G. FOURTH Air Army, October 22nd".

At about 0950 he received his sixth contact report. This was a
0920 sighting of an Allied task group consisting of two carriers, two
battleships, and several other ships, bearing 087 0 (T), distant 330 miles
from Manila (Contact G). He was not particularly concerned over the above
contacts, nor over the previous contacts, for they indicated that the Allied
carrier strength off the Philiopines was about the same as on the previous
day-with the exception that no escort carriers had as yet been reported.**W*

SometiLe during the forenoon he received CinC Combined Fleet' s
dispatch (not available to this study) which directed him to order Commander

* CofS 2ND Striking Force rispatch 201932 October 1914 .o Commatder IST
Striking Force, info CinC Combined Fleet, Commander SW Area Force,
Imperial GHQ (Navy Sectioin), War Diary DESRON 10, October 1944, WDC
Document 161638, NA 3.1739.

*4 Material For Situation Estimates, 1ST Section, Naval General Staff,
October 1944, WDG Document 216764 (Microfilm).

*** Daily Record of the War Situation, 4T1 Air Army, GHQ, FEC, Special.
iiistorical Collection, Supporting Docunmntu to General of the Army
Douglas MacArthur' s Historical Report on Allied Operations in the
Southwest Pacific Area (Item 4, footlocker 10 of 10, SW11A Series,

•#** Vice P&dmiral Matome Jgaki, IJN (CQ4BATDIV 1), Personal Diary SENSOROKU,
Nippon Shuppan Kyoio Kabushiki Kaisha (Tokyo, March 15th, 1953), Vol.
11; also Appended Chart i11, Enemy Fleet Dispositions on October 22nd,
194, Detailed Action Report Main Force, Si*o N( 1 Opermtion, O.tobor
20t+h - 290h, 1#944, WDC Dccuaent ldO)O5, NA ll74•+.

681L



C(2( SW AREA FORCE
C •flWrnk4 October 22nd

SECOND Striking Force to penetrate into Leyte Gulf and, in so dozng, to
cooperate with Commander FIRST Striking Force.*

This dispatch he received with satisfaction and cncern: (a)

satisfaction, because it completely supported his repeated rocoeunendations
that the SECOND Striking Force (CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE, DESRON ONE) be employed
in the penetration operation rather than in the counterlanding operations;
and (b) concern, because, rather than transfer them to Commander FIRST
Striking Force, it left the abcve units under his command.

Althcugh there are no disppthes or other data thereon available
to this analysis, it seems that, upon receipt of this dispatch, he immediati-
ly directed Commander SECOND Striking Force to comply.

Meanwhile, ha continued making every effort to insure that the
movement of the two army battalions from Cagayan to Leyte as carried out

effectively. He had received-in the afbe,em-on of Octoter 20th--a reply
from CCMCRIJDIV SIXTEEN relative to the additional number of lerge and small
landing craft which could be loaded on the three bhips of that division.
This reply had shown that the AOBA (which presently had on boerd tvo motor
launches, one small landing craft and two cutters) and the URANAMI (whiih
presently had on board one motor lauwch and one cutter) could load no m re,
but that the KINU (which presently had on board two motor launches and two
cutters) could load two additicnal small landing craft. It seems clear hat
he made an analysis of the loading and ui)oading situation, notably with
regard to the AOBA-which was to transport troops-and decided that the
motor launches and cutters she carried would not be satisfactory as landing
craft. He therefore presumably planned to disembark them, leaving only
the small landing craft. This would, of course, increase the troop carry-
ing capacity. Meanwhile, he received infonmation on the landing craft
carried in the transports to be employed in this operation and therefore at
1056 advised Commander THIRTY-THIRD Special Base Force (who, as pointed. out
earlier, was at Cebu) that a total of twelve large and three small landing
craft could be carried aboard ships to be employed in the first troop
reinforcement transport operation to Leyte as follows: (a) AOBA, one small
landing craft, (b) Transports 101 and 102, one small landing craft each,
(c) Transports 6, 9 and 10, foixr large landing craft Dach.**

Action Sxumiary 2ND Striking Force in SHO Operation, SW Area Operation,
Commander Kokichi Mori, ex-IJN, 2ND Striking Force, Staff Torpedo
Officer, GHQ, FEC, Special Histo ical Collection, Supporting Documents
to General of the Army Douglas MacArthur' s Historical Report on Allied
Operations in the Southwest Pacific Area (Item 22, Footlocker 5 of 10,
SWPA Series, Volume II); Vice Admiral Matome Ugaki, IJN (COMBATDIV 1),
Personal Diary SENSOR=IU Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha
(Tokyo, March 15th, 19535, Volume II.

' Commander SW Area Force Dispatch 221056 October 1944 to Commander 33RD
Special Base Force, info COMCRUDIV 16, Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16,
SHO Operation, October 17th - 27th, ]944, WDC Document 161005,
NA 1L744.

68n



CO( SW AREA FORCE
October 22nd- -

He then, mindful of (a) the necessity for expediting the loading at
Ca&ayan and the disembarkation at Leyte, and (b) of COMCRUDIV SIXTEENI 8 con-
corn in this matter (that ecouander had insisted that since the capacity of
the Zoats which could be carried was inadequate, it Vag absolutely essential
to dispatch boats tor unloading and loading to the scheduled points in
advance).,* and (c) the fact that the headquarters of C.G. 'IEFY-FIFTH Army
were also on Cebu, included (in the same dispatch instructions above
referred to) the following:

"In order to reduce unloading time at the landing point to a mintimwm
you are requested to negotiate with THIRTY-FIFTH Army Headquarters with a
view to dispatching as many landing craft as possible to the expected land-
ing point ahead of time. Also notify that Transports Mos. 101 and 102 can
each carry nine tanks and fourteen light tanks; and

"nRquest you effect liaison with army concerning all above
matters. "*

In addition to the Above, he was concerned over how to neutralive
the Allied "intelligence organs5m w ch the Alliec and the Filipino guerillas
had established in the Philippines and which he well knew had been providing
and would continue to provide radio intelligence concerning the movements
of Japanese forces. He quite properly decided to take action against these
"worgans" by jaeinig them and issued instructions accordingly. These
instructions divided the responsibility between three comminication units,
placed Commandur THIRITY-FIRST Comounication Unit-based ii Manila-in charge
of the whole j'amaming operation, and directed that preparations thereon be
completed by 12D0 October 23rd.***

Then, at 1320, having finally completed his plans for the movement
of the two battalions from Cagayan to Leyte, he advised CC4CRUDIV SIDTR--
who now became Commander Guard Force-and the other commands concerned of
these plans, in general, as follows:

(a) Transports Nos. 6 and 101 are to depart Manila on October 22nd
and to arrive Cagayan by the evening of October 24th;

* CCMCRUDIV 16 Dispatch 201823 October 1944 to Comsn~er SW Area Force,
info CinC Combined Fleet, Commander 24D Striking Force, Chief 1ST
Section, Imperial GH (Navy Section), Detailed Action Report CHUDIV 16,
SH0 Operation, October ]7th - 27th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

* C*omimaner SW Area Force Dispatch 2.056 October 1944 to Coumander 33RD

Special Base Force, info CLj4CRjJDIV 16, Detailed Action Report CIRJDIV 16,
SSHO Operation, October 17th - 27th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, KA 11744.

*5 Comgander 31ST Communication Unit Dispatch 221136 October 1944 to 10TH,
21ST and 32ND Communication Units, info CinC Combined Fleet, Comanders
SW Area Force, Main Forca, IST Striking Force (sW Area Force DesOpOrd
No, 638). Detailed Action Report BATDIV 1, SHO No. I Operation,
October 18th - 2th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
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(b) Similarly, after completing their current assigoment at Ceba,
Transporte Moa. 9 and 10 are to proceed to Cagayan;

(c) Both units are to proceed under command of the senior ship
coptain (no mention was made of antiosumnos forces); (Transport 102,
for so unknown reason, was omitted froa this dispatch although it
participated in the operation ad was given as an addressee.);

(d) CWUDIV SIXTEZN is to arrive at Cagayan at the sam tim,
perhaps, depending on the situLtion, first putting into Manila;

(e) The transports, upon arrival, are to come under the command of
C(CRUDIV SIXTEN, who is designated Commander SW Area Force Guard Force;

(f) Coauider Guard Force is then to carry out the transport of
two infantry battalions to Leyte;

(g) Upon completion of the above operation, all ships are to return
to Manila and prepare to carry out a second troop transport operation; and
finally,

(h) Depending on the situation respecting the decisive battle
operations, CRUDIV SIXTEEN may be directed by special order to operate in
support of the FIRST Striking Force.*

The final paragraph of this order is very interesting and illuidmt-
ing. This shows that, although Commander Sd Area Force had m Ie all pre-
parations possible to insure that his forces were ready to move the army
troop& from Cagayan to Leyte, he was not convinced that the army would be
ready. Therefore, mindful of the fact that it would be unwise not to comit
all forces into the penetration operation, he ma alerting CO(CRUDIV SIXTEEN
to the possibility that he might be ordered into battle-presumably in
support of the THIRD Section. His action in so doing is considered fore-
handed and sound.

By early afternoon Commander SW Area Force, who bad been studying
ths contact reports an they were received, could estimate that his fortse
were opposed (a) off Luzon, by a total of two carriers, distant 330 miles
from Manila, and (b) off Sanar, by a total of (1) eight carriers within 100
miles, and (2) three large carriers well to the eastward (500 mlles). Since
the planes of the SIXTH Base Air Force would be moving from Formosa to Luson
on this day, be likely viewed with satisfaction the fact that the carriers
off Luzon were so far to the eastward because this indicated strongly that
there would be no interference to this plmee of cperation fron this source.

Commander SW Area Force Dispatch 22132U October 1944 to cacmi•zIV ,
Transports 9, 10, 6, 101, 102, info CinC Combined Fleet, Camander 23D
Striking Force, etc., (SW Area Force DesOpOrd Wo. 684), Detailed Action
Report CRIUDIV 16, 8HO Operation, October 17th - 27th, 1944, WDC
Documnt 161005, KA -1744.
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Howvevr, he could also estimate from the awmber of carriers sighted
off Samr that the air strikes on the central Philippines and the air support
strikes oan Leyte would continue in strength.

About the time he sent the above dispatch he received a dispatch
from CCMCRUDIV SIXTEN in which CCRMCDIV SIXTEE (a) stated that he (1)
would arrive at the entrance to Manila Bay about 0800 October 23rd, and (2)

planned to depart Manila at 0000 October 24th after taking on 1500 tons of
fuel, and (b) requested consideration of attaching three destroyers and two
subchasers in order to assist in carryLig out the mov•ment of troops.*

What Cmmanxer SW Area Force thought of this request for additional
forces is not known. He had Do source of additional destroyers other than
those of the SEC=MD Striking Force which force he me preparing to e&=it
in the penetration operation. It sems probable that he decided that
CCMCRUDIV SIfZI would have to accomplish his mibsion with his own anti-
submarine forces for he issued no further orders thereon. In this connection,
it sms wise to esphasise here that it ws Japanese naval practice for
light bruisers and certain smaller ships to be equipped with sonar (echo
ranging) and depth charges, whereas the heavy cruisers and larger had
listening gear (lhdrophones) only and possibly depth charges.**

At about 1555 (JBOKN ME received it at this time) he received the
dispatch from CinC Combined Fleet exhorting all forces to do their utmost
in the forthcoming operatiosw.**•

At 1636, and probably even earlier, he had an amplifying report on
the 0920 contact, bearing 08r7(T), 330 miles from Manila, (Contact G) to the
effect that the (a) contact oomisted of one carrier, one speial carrier,
two battleships or cruisere, scme destroyers on course 100(T), sped six-
teen knots, and (b) weather was cloudy with occasional squalls, visibility
ten ilUs.**MM

Somtie after this he received a diMpatch from the Chief of Staff
Combined Fleet r"ueating that (a) extrem caw be exucised in identifying
ships, subarine and aircraft, (b) beginning 1200 October 24th, air and

Ca UiIV 16 Ispatch M2.l" October 1•9 to 'Cmnder• Area rFore,
2ND Striking Force, 31ST Commication Unit, info CinC Cobined Fleet,
Comiander 13T Striking Force, Detailed Aection Report CRUDIV 16, SH)
Operation, October 17th - 27th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, MA 11744.

.* Detailed Actior. and Battle Lessons Report ATAMO, (0633-o653), October
23rd, 1944, WDC Document 161747; also CIMCPAC-CIMCPO Weekly Intelli-
genme Bulletin, Vol. 1, No. 4, August 4th, 194, Addendum, KNWM

S* CinC Combijwd Fleet Dispatch 2225 Outober 1944 to all omanders,
Detailed Action Report IST Striking Force, SH) Operation, October
l6th - 2Mth, 1944, WDC Docuent 161641, MA .1839.

s. Czmodor Clark Air base Dispatch 221606 october 1944 to 41ST Base
Force, Caaiers Main Force, 6TH Base Air Force, War Diary DESAM 10,
Oato'er 1944, WDC Document 161638, A 11739.
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ground units attack only carriers and transports in the Philippine operat-
Log area. arni ref rain from attacking other surface ships unless positively
identified, and (c) a.nW units be siajlarly cautioned.* Because of item
(c), it can be assumed that he promptly notified by tolephone Gin, Southern
Aray and C.G. FOURTEBT Area Army, both of whom were also in Manila and
notified C.G. THIETY-FIFTH Army at Cebu by the readiest available mean$.

During the early evening he know that at 1700 Couismnder SIXTH Base
Air Force had landed in the Philippines and had established his headquarters
in nila.** Whether or not that cmmander reported to him for duty is not
knom, but, since (a) he (Commander SW Area Force) was in command of all
"naval air forces in the Philippines, (b) the SIXTH Base Air Force, upon its
arrival in the Philippines, was to come under his tactical eomwand,*** and
(c) a general offensive was scheduled for the following day.*** it seem
quite logical to say that not only did Cmiander SIUTH Base Air Force report
for duty but a coordination conferemnce ws hold, attlnded by Commader FIFTH
Base Air Force, who likewise was based in Manila.

It seems wel to empbhasie here that the arrival of Comander SIXTH
Base Air Force in the Philippines in no way changed the relationshipe
between Commander FIFTH Base Air Force and Commander SW Area Force. This
ws because Commander SW Area Force, in implementing the basic instructions
"when the main or full strength (of the SIXTH Base Air Force) deploys to
the northern Philippines and conducts operatio."***** these operations were
"fto be conducted either in cooperation with the FIFTH Base Air Force or
under unified ccuniand of the SIXTH Base Air Force,"*** despite the senior-
ity of Coumander SIXTMH Base Air Force and the much greater number of planes
in that air force, had decided to conduct the operations of these two air
forces by the cooperative method.****** This is discussed under "Operations
of Caanmder SW Area Force, October 21st".

* CofS Combired Fleet Dispatch 221.612 October 194 to Fleet and
Squadron Comanders of Combined Fleet, War Diary 61ST Air Flotilla,
October 1944, WDC Document 161643, NA 12260.

5* Memorandum Notes of Captain Bwiso Shibata, IJN, Senior Staff Officer,
6TH Base Air Force, October 10th - 23rd, 1944, Department of the
Army, Histor!.cal Division, Xicrofilm HS-22, Item B.
CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 200813 October 1944 to all Fleet and
Squadron Commanders Combined Fleet, China Area Fleet, Combined
Escort Force, etc., Detailed Action Report BATDIV 1, S3O No. 1
Operation, October 18th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

S*5*5 Ccmander 6TH Base Air Force Dispatch 210013 October 1944 to 6TH Base
Air Force, Detailed Action heport 102ND and 103RD Attack Units, Air
Action in Philippines, Octobtr 23rd - November 15th, 1944, WDC
Documnt 161293, NA 12505-A.

S* File of Orders kept by Captain Btmso Shibata, IJN, Senior Staff
Officer, 6TH Base Air Force, Basic SHO Operation Orders of 6TH Basa
Air Force, Army Historical Division, Microfilm HS-18, Item D.

* *I Ccamnder SW Area Force Dispatch 211345 October 19" to 3ajor Fleet
Commanders (SW Area Force DesOpOrd No. 679), Detailed Action Re-
port BATDIV 1, SHO b0o I Oparation, October 18th - 26th, 1944,
WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
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From action the fQllowing day, it seems clear that it wa settled
that the FIFM Use Air Force would launch KXmike o0pratios against the
04rirs *ff Lot Oulf while the SMXH Bass Air Fame uould concentrateits operations (of orthodox type) against the Allied "task force" which

me still correotly preasusd to be operating to the eastward of Luson.
This 4,35 nt Of task$ Nas in accordame with Commander SW Area Force'sorder isue the afternoon of tk previous dayv.*

It Also seim likely that since (a) C.G. FOURTH lir Army was to
move his headquarter. from YAnila to Baoolod on the following day,** and
(b) the FIFTH and SIXTH Base Air Forces were to cooperate with the FOURTH
Air AZrW,** a representative of the latter cmmuand may have been prevent
at tids conference, although information that this was so is not available.

Shortly thereafter he received a dispatch from Commander Kain Force
giving the proposed movements of the Main Force through 0600 October 24th.
This dispatch also stated that, "air action will be initiated beginning at
dawn on the 24th".**** This was an extremely important oispatch in that it
supplied the final information vecessary for the coordination of the air
strikes of the FIFTH and SIM Base Air Forces with those of the carrier-
based air strikes of the Main Force and those of the FOURTH Air Army. He
now knew that, although the 3IMi Base Air Force, possibly supported by
certain 1 .se units of the FIFTH Base Air Force, if ready, (It will be
recalled that the Commander 201st Air Group had been ordered on the 20th
to have his Kamikaze unit. ready for attack by this day.)***** was going
to cmnce its general air offensive on October 23rd, or one day ahead of
the original schedule, the FOURTH Air Army and the Main Force were going to
mintain the original schedule and to commence their operations on October
24th.

At 1742 (CCUI&Vo TER received it at this time) he received a
dispatch from the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet (a) warning that an enemy
suamarine had transmitted urgent dispatches at OOLO October 22nd in

* Commander SW Area Force Dispatch 211345 October 1944 to KAjor Fleet
Commanders (3W Area Force DesOpOrd No. 679), Detailed Action Report
BATDIV 1, 310 No. I Operation, October 18th - 28th, 1944, WDC
Document 161005, NA 11744.

• " Phllippirw Air Operations, Phae3 II, 1944-.1945, FIRST Demobilizatioz
Bureau Monograph, Japanese Government, October 1946, Vol. 46, Part I
(Colonel Matsumae His&o, eox-IJA), Chapter III, Section B.3.(g).

**• Documento from file of Lieutenant Colonel Katsuo Sato, IJA, St&ff
Officer, 4TH Air Army, Departamet of the Army, Historical Division,
Microfilm HS-7 (2ND Air Division OpOrd A-207).

*N** Caa•nder Main Force Dispatch 221634 October 1944 to Comaxaers all
Forces, Detailed Action Report Main Force, JH0 No. 1 Operation,
October 20th - 29th, 1944, WDO Document 161005, NA 11744.

*** Comander 5TH Base Air Force Dispatch 202347 October 1944 to HabalacatI Air Base (5TH Base Air Force DeeOpOrd No. '1), War Diary 61.T Air
Flotilla, (Octoher 1944, WDC Document 1616 ý. KA 12260.
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Latitude le0 - 45311, Laagitvde 122'P - 50%3, (Contact 8)j, (b) estimating
tht the ea was asuebling eu• w•ian to eow•r eba ls and routes to
somt m. .ts of the FI? ,triking Form and other its., and (a)
directing him to give this matter special attention.

This dispatoh inreased his worries. Of course, he had long kwvk%
that Allied subearinde wero operating in Philippine waters, but hetofore,
th. contacts had all beon in waters exterior to the Phiippiwes; that it
ther had baen no recent contacts between Leyte ad Palawan, but sr • ad
beem uneroas contacts in the South China Sea, In Plavan Paseage, orA off
western Lvam. Now, the above position revealel that at leaz mne Allied
suarine operating in the Sibyan See, with a 1ikaeihod of others
nearby.

He realised that (a) it ums Inherent io his eomanW responsibility
for the SW aroe that such antisubmarine mewures os were within the
capaity of his oamsnd were in order ]rat he na.Wdo that, lost h1 fUl to
give this matter the attention it d*served, CinC Combizd Fleut bad re-
affirmed the SW area responsibility in this matter, and (b) dtpit.e thhis
reaffirmation,, there was little he could do witb hiz, smu•o• forcea as h,.s
SWWD Strikig Force me c€aitted to (1) the p.ntratima o•ration (Miu
Body), (2) oomuterlandzng operations (GRUDIV SIXMr),* ad 'An locial
defense forces, as pointed out untler rOperations of Cawb•oer SW Area Force.,
October 20th", were very weak iwndz.4

He probably felt that, eince tt, :IXTi W Air Porce would bt
arrivi•g in !Awn this day and since k ,. had given thia co,€ nd as wel *a
the 954th and 955th Air Groxap, orderi to prorldo anticutarine and air
patrol dutii,* there was little more that h& could do. Kowe•rr, in his
supervision of the planned actioa, he planrea to watch the vitivUon
closely in order that he might make any nw• dispositions of his limited
forces which would better, acoomlish this objective.

At about 1930 (IZSRUM TIN raceiYed it at thin time) he received a
dispatch from Comknder THIMt Section (CCKBITDiY "'60) giviag tto outline
plan of the mvoants of the THfI Section to Leyte Oulf, which dispatch
is quoted in full under mCperations of Cmmandsr FIRST StrikinS Force,
October 21st".5*

These ovants wers, i;) genereal, to depart Brunei Bay or thir day,

*Coc ader SWi irea Force Dispatch 211345 October 1,944 to GsawanNmrers 5T
ad 6fTH Base Air Forces 954TH and 955TH Air Gwoups 1ST and 25I Strik-
ing Forces, Mair Force, (SW Area Force Deaopord No. 979), Detailed
Action Report 1ST Striking Force, SRO Operations, C•ttober 16th --. th,
1944, W1;C Dociit Ia6164, WA 11839.

** CXfBATDIV 2 Dispatch 221155 October i914 to CinC (ýobinerd Fleet, (RUDIV
16, Coonsers 6TH Base Air Force, Main Porce, I Aresa Force, SE Area,
Force, nfo 33RD Guard Um.t, .5o, Dakan Air Bae, Detailed Action Report
No. 13, ULM 10, SHO Operatiozt, Octob.'r 17th 3.1st, 194, W•C
Doc•=t 161005, Mi 11744.
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to pass thog BalLbse Strait on tkw follawr day at 3-100, an then,I
after followigg a cors well to the wnrtheast, thence to the southeast

to Dnit Point and thene at 000 October 25th to penetrate into Leyte Gulf
on course 3,0 0(T).

This %" Jiportant inf•.or'matio as• it gave specifically the plane

zoat. of this section, ulio• inforation ms cessary in order Utit the
antisubmarne pr~tectin which was directed in CWn Cowbiwed newts
dispatch earlier In the day might be provided.

Prbablyv of even mar Jiport4=~e vfts the negative nature of this
dispatch regarding coordination with,, or rendoxwouning with, tho SUM0

Striking Foroe. Certainly, the dispatch implied that the ThIRD Section
planned to operate indepe ntly and to enter Surigao Str&44t aIne .

At about 1945 (COCDDIV SIXTUR received it at this time) he
received a dispatch (2216k0) (presumably, since the origin is missing, from
Commsdeik TKfIRT-THIRD Special Base Force) which, referring to Comander
Philippine Force's 211954, reported Vhe results of his consultations with
SHO headquarters (presumably THIRTI-FIFTH Army headquarters). While the
above dispatch (211954) is not available to this analysis, it nust have had
e coanection with Ccamnder SW Area Force's 221056 for the substance of
thu dispatch (2216J.0) could well be an answer to the above dispatch. The
dispatch (221640), in substanoe, stated tbat the results of c6nsultations
with the THIRTY-FIFTH Army headquarters were: (1) ten boats aw- ten large
landing craft would be unloaded at Ooc torrow (October 23rd); (2) there
are over twenty large landJig craft at Cagayan; (3) it was recommended that
transports No. 9 and No. 10 not carry any large landing craft; and, finally
(4) in order to facilitate embarkation, the ships should enter the harbor
at intervals.*

There was also issued by ComaMr SECOND Striking Force a written
order, OpOrr No. 5 of October 22nd.** Of course, no one but the ships in
cowpany with the comander received this order. However, during the after-
noon of October 22nd, Comaer SECOND Striking Force dispatched ? plans to
Nain.a to report on his operations,**• Therefore, from the staff officer in
this plane, Com&az.er %i Area Force could teU have learned of the proposed
plan.

-- Orainator u o Disatch 221 Otober 1944 to Comuander
Philippine Force, info CCMCRUDIV 16, Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16,
SHO Operation, October 17th - 27th, 1944, WDO Document 161005,
MA 11744.

*: • 2ND Striking Force OpOrd Mo. 5, War Diary DEMJON I., October 1944,
WDC Docmsat 161638, NA 11739.
Action Smaary MD Striking Force, in SWO Operation, Southwest Area

Operatioa, Ommnder Kokichi Mori, ex-IJi, 2KD Striking Force Staff
Torpedo Officer, GHQ, FEC, Special Historical Collection, Supporting
Documents to General of the Army Douglas XacArthur' a Historical
Report on kllied Operations in the Southwest Pacific Area (Item 22,

Footlonker 5 of 10, SWPA Series, Volume I).
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About 2110 (DESRON ONE received it at this time) Comuuaer SW Area
Force probably received a dispatch from Commander SECOND Striking Force
dirooting DASDIV TWEMT(-OM to reach Manila by 1500 October 23rd and, after
immadistely refueling, to sortie and rejoin the SUCOD Striking Force the
morning of October 24th.* Although this dispatch was addressed to CCI4DESDIV
TWET-M Pnd Commander SIXTH Base Air Force, it seems clear that, since
Commander SIXTH Base Air Force was in the Manila area, Commander SW Area
Force would have been informed as to its substance.

During the early evening he undoubtedly received the 1-54' s contact
report on a surface contact at 1700** (Contact I). He could see, from his
plot, that although the force contacted was some 450 miles from San
Bernardino Strait, it was possible-if it was a carrier force-for it to
be within range of the Philippines by morning.

Although there were no air attacks on this day in the Manila area,
Ceoamnder SW Area Force well knew that the Philippines had been struck by
Allied aircraft. fie wondered by how many, for his information frcm his
naval sources was to the effect that a total of 103 aircraft (fifty
carrier-based and fifty land-based) had been employed by the Allies of
which the Japanese had succeeded in shooting down eleven,*** whereis his
army colleagues reported strikes by 189 Allied aircraft of which eighty-six
were land-based.*

If it is assumed that these attacks were exclusive of those made
by (a) the Allied aircraft (TO 77.4) in the Leyte area in support of ground
operations, and (b) TF 73, the army figure was more nearly correct for TG
77.4 had launched fort:--four and lost four aircraft**** and the AAF SOWESPAC
had launched 118 sorties (forty-five by FIFTH Air Force, forty-nine bombers
escorted by twenty-four fighters by THIRTEENTH Air Force) and lost no

*• CCamwnder 2ND Striking Force Dispatch 221332 October 1944 to C(14D&S-
DIV 21, Info Conmander 6TH Base Air Force, War Diary DESRON 1,
October 194, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.

** Appended Chart III, Enemy Fleet Dispositions on October 22nd, 1944,
Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. I Operation, October
20th - 29th, 19142, WDC Document 161005, NA 1374.4.

** Philippine Area Naval Operations, " arti1, October - December 1944,
2ND Demobilization Bureau, Japane:ie GNverrmaent, October 1947, De-
partment of ti~e Army, Historical. Division, File No. 8-5, JS-l0,.
Daily Record of the War Situation, 4TH Air Army, GHQ, FEC, Special
Historical Collection, Supporting Documents to General of the Army
Douglas MatArthur's Historical Report on Allied Operations in the
Southwest Pacific Area (Item 4, Footlocker I0 of 10, SWPA Seriea,
Volume ii).

SAction Report CTG 77.4, Leyte Operation, October 12th - 29th, '1944,
Seril 00104, Novembew 8th, 19144.
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aircraft*-.a grand total of 162 air strikes against the Philippines with
a loss of four planes.

Since the time he had received Commander THIRD Section' s 221155,
Comm'der SW Area Force had been awaiting Coimader SECOND Striking Force' s
dispatch which would embrace any modifications that conmander thought
necessary because of Commnder THIRD Section' s planned arrival off binit
Point at 0100 October 25th. While the hour at which he received this
dispatch is not known, it seems very probable that he received it before
midnight. The most important information which he obtained from this
dispatch was the fact that Commander SECOND Striking Force planned to
arrive at the entrance to Surigao Strait at 0600** (or five hours after
the THIRD Seztion). (That this is the correct interpretation of the above
two orders is affirmed by Commander SECOND Striking Force' Torpedo Officsr,
who in a postwar interrogation, stated that prior to leaving Coron, he knew
tkat the ',HIRD Section and the SFAOND Striking Force were to go through
Surigao Strait on the 25th as follows:*** (a) THIRD Section at 0100; (b)
SECOND Striking Force at 0600.)

The fact that Comander SW Area Force did not issue any instructions
relating thereto is a reasonable indication that he tacitly approved.

At about midnight he received from the Ovada Communication Unit in
Japan a report of a 1718 radio direction finder fix on a submarine trans-
mitting an urgent dispatch in Latitude 100 - 00'N, Longitude 1160 - O00E
(150 miles west of Puerto Princesa),**** (Contact J).

Since this dispatch is only listed in the report of COKDESRON TEN,
and since an 1800 radio direction finder fix in exactly the same locationr****

• WH AAF SOWESPAC Intelligence Summary, Serial No. 248, November 5th,

1944, Part I, Section A.II.; also Commander 13TH Air Force Dispatch
231145/I October 1944 to Commander Far Eastern Air Force, info CONSC-
vW&PWAC, CINCPOA, Commander 5TH Air Force, C(M43RDFLT, C047TjHFLT, etc.;
GHQ S(kWSPAC Oispatch CH-IN-21929 October 1944 to Wai Department;

C.G. 5TH Air Force Dispatch 230104/1 October 1944 to CAAF SOWESPAC,
CCWSOWESPAC, etc.

** Commander 2ND Striking Force Dispatch 222000 October 1944, addressees

un~known, Detailed Action Report Main Force, SW) No. I Operation,
October 20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

• ** USSBS Interrogation of Japanese Officials, Nay No, 58, InLerrogation
of Comiander Kokichi Mori, IJN, Vol. 1, Page 237.

UI GCommander Owada Commuwication Unit Dispatch 222040O October 1944 to

CinC Combined Fleet, Comnanders 6TH Bage Air Force, IST and 2ND

Striking Forces, Main Force, War Diary D11i0ON 10, October 1964, WDC
Document 161638, NA 11739.

* *' Appended Chart 1, Detailed Action Report TAKAO, Antisum-ar.1ne Action,

October 23rd - 25th, 194, WDC Document 160141, NA 11839; a1so

Appended Chart 1V, Eneemy Fleet. D)ispuoltioy3 on October 23rd, 1944,
iT Detailed Action Report Main Force, 41() No. I otxratiou, October X0th -

29th, 1944, WDC Document 1610i0.5.. NA 1174T4.
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is shown on the movement charts of severl other ships and commands, it
seems probable that the contact report at 1718 and the 1800 contact are one
and the same and that scehow 0CQDKZHON TEN received the dispatch in error.

This was an important fix in that It supported the view of CinC
Combined Fleet previously expressed, that Allied submarines were assembling
to cover channels atd routes of the FIRST Striking Force.

It seems highly probable that this contact was on the DACE which,
in position some sixty miles, bearing 2060(T), from the above fix, as
pointed out under "Operations of CTF 71, October 22nd" (DACE and DARTER),
about this time was transmitting a dispatch to CTF 71.* This report should
have served to alert Commander SW Area Force to the sivbmarine danger in
Palawan Passage, which (in view of the presence of the DACE and DARTER there)
was quite real.

S(a) bperations of Commander SECOND Striking Force, October 22nd.

At 0000 CONCRUDIV TWENTY-ONE, in the NACHI with CRUDIV T'drNTY-
"ONE and part of DESRON ONE, was heading toward Manila Bay on course 2100 (T),
zigzagging and making good about fourteen knots.

At 0035, apparently unknown to his conmand, his force was fired
at by the SEADRAGON, which had sighted it at 2335 October 21st in the South
China Sea about 145 miles due west of Garan Bi, had maneuvered to get into
suitable attack position, and had fired four torpedoes, all of which had
missed. The SEADRAGON reported hearing thipe explosions from hits and at
O041 five depth charge explosions.** (This attack is discussed under
"Operations of CTF 17, October 22nd".) Since (a) thc Japanese reports avail-
able to this analysis do not indicate that depth charges were dropped but
(b) the light cruiser ABUKLN4A does record detecting the sound of depth
charges at 0041,** and (t) this latter time checks exactly with the SEA-
DRAGON' s report, it is concluded that one of the Japanese destroyers drorped
these depth charges in passing. Whether or not Commander SECOND Striking
Force considered that his command had now been located by Allied submarines
is not known, but from submarine contact reporta, he seemed to nave in-
creased speed at this time from about sixteen knots to eighteen knots.

Commander SECOND Striking Force continued on, not knowing that
le had also been contacted by the SHARK avid the WACKFISH (the other units
of .he wolf pack operating in Area )EbECT) which were unable to clc.se and
had gradually fallen astern. The latter broke off the stern chase at
O600,•**" the former at 0630.*****

*t DACE Dispatch 220730 October 1944 to CTF 71.
** War Patrol Report S6ADRAGON, Report of 11TH War Patrol, 3erlal 194,

November 8th, 1944.
War Diary ABUKUMA, October 1944, WDC Document 161636, NA 11973.
War Patrol Report BbACG(F16H, Report of 9TH War Patrol, Serial 001,
November 24th, 1944.

•* SHARK Dispatch 221410 October 19144 to CTF 1'j.
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At 0108 (CO4CRUDIV SIXTEEN receiv~4 it at this time) he received,
as an information addressee, a dispatch from the C.hief of Staff SW Area Force
iorming CCUCRUDIV SIXTEEN that, among other items, (&) tit transports for
the &.vvement of troops frot Cagayan to Loyte wuld concentrate vt Cagayan
on the evening of October 24th at which time they would come under 'ommand
of CGCCR•DIV SIXTEEN, and (b) final arrangeents with C.G. THIRTY-FIFTh
Army (present.ly at Cebu) might be concluded at Cagayan.*

At 0245 (Commander Main Force received it at this time) he
learned that the report of landings at Rapu Rapu had been false.**

At 0345 he received Chief of Staff SW Area Force's 211914
wherein the chief of staff (a) reiterated the recommendation he had nmad at
1322 on the previous day that CRIUDIV TWENTY-00 ard DESHON ONE participate
in the decisive battle operations of the FIRST St-t&r-g Force and execute a
penetration through Surigao Strait,*** and (b) recome4ded for the first
tim that these units operate directly under Commander FIRST Striking
Force .MMM

Since he had recommended previously--i.e., directly in hiu
dispatch 201806 and •ndirectly in his dispatch 201932--that CRUDIV TWENTY-
ONE and DZESRO ONE be enployed in the penetration operations at dawn
October 25th and immediately behind the FIRST Striking Force and implied
that the command should operate separately from the FIRST Striking Force,
this dispatch was likely at the same time a cause for satisfaction and a
cause for disagreement; satisfaction. bacatwe Commander SW Area Force was
still recommending that he participato in the penetration operation behind
the FIRST Striking Force, aru disagreement, because he preferred to operate
independently and had already given evidence of this fact in his dispatch
(201932) above referred to.

During the forenoon he sbeamed in a southerly direction unaware
of his narrow escape from three Allied submarines. His mind was now on the

CofS SW Area Force Dispatch 212211 October 1944 to COCRUDUiV1,T-fo

CinC Combined Fleet, Commanders 2ND Striking Force, 33RD Special Base
Force, Transports 6, 10, 131, 101, 102, Detailed Action Report CHUDIV
16, SHO Operation, October 17th - 27th, ].944, WDC Document 161005,
NA 11744.

** 33RD Special Base Force Dispatch 211900 October 1944, addressees uas-
known, Detailed Action Report gain Force, SHO No. 1 Operation, October
20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

541* CofS SW Area Force Dispatch 211322 October 1944 to' Gomander 2ND
Striking Force, info CinC Combined Fleet, Commander 1ST Striking Force,

S~etc., Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operation, October 17th -

27th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
S**** ~ nCoanzer SW Area Force Dispatch 211914 October 19"4 to CinC Combined

Fleet, CGUCRUDIV 16, Commander 2ND Striking Force, Imperial GHQ (Navy
3-ection), etc., War, Diary DISHON 1, Ocl ber 19)14. WDC Document
16106, nA U739.
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(a) task which was presently being accomplished by a unit of his command
(i.d., to cooperate in the transport of the SIXTH Base Air Force ground
and maintenance persornel to the Philippines), (b) task which woild shortly

accomplished by another unit of his command (i.e., to transport initial
amy troop reinforcements), (c) possible outcome of the discitssion in Tokyo,
This discussion was whether oz not CRUOTV TWENTY-ONE and DESRON ONE were to
continue to oe available for c,.unterlanding operations, or whether they were
to be employed in the penetration operations.*

He knew that task (a) was being accomplished at this time by
CCUV.SDIV TWENTY-ONE who had sortied from Takao sometime that morning for
Manila (actually, thij DESDIV had sortied at 0700),* and that task (b) was
to be accomplished by CG4CRUDIV SIXTEEN who, like himself, wau en route
Manila in accordanuce with orders from Commander SW Area Force.**

At 08O4 he sighted a large aircraft.*** Although there is
nothing to indicate the friendly or eaemy character of this plau;e, it seems
most likely that it bias a SIXTH Base Air Force plane which was flying an
antisubmarine patrol for the SECCND Striking Force as ordered by Commander
SIXTH Base Air Force in his 182012.**** Whether or not these planes were
assisted in thir work at this time by the three shipboard planes***** in the
cruisers of the 6ECOND Striking Force is not stated, but it seems unlikely
as they were being employed, in part, for liaison with Manila.

Udso during the forenoon, mindful of the fact that he had heard
nothing regarding the planned movements of the FIRST Striking .force and
feelirg that the earlier he received the above info'mation the easier it
would be to prepare his own plans, he decided to take action, He weighed
the situation and concluded that, if he sent a competent representative to
hanila, that representative could (a) explain his plans, and (b) radio to him

'.vr Manila any pertinent irfoonwition received concerning the planned
operations oa the rI',RT Striking Force. He therefore, after passing the
Pratas Islands (Latitude 200 -40'N, Longitude 116' - 50OE), laumched one
(perhaps two) seaplanes on this sion,***

* War Diary DFSRON 1, October 1944, WDC Document 169Z38, NA 11739.
** i(mb*sder SW Ares Force Dispatch 211252 October ]44 to CRUDIV 16,

,XD Striking Force, 6Th Base Air Force, SW Area Force, Detailed Action
Report 'INU, SHO Fo. I Operation, October 18th - 26th, 1941, WDC
Document 1610`Yl.

SWar Diary ABIIKUKJ, October 1941, WDC Document 161636, NA 11973.
"**** Cormander 6Th 3.sse Air Force Dispatch 182012 October 1944 to 6TH Base

Air Force (6TH Base Air Force De9OpOrd No. 80), War Diary Western
Attack F-rce 2, October 18th, lO44, WDC Document ].60137, NA 12278.

c*t' wc'ion SLmairy M)D Strlking Forc in SHO Operation, Southwest Area
Operation, Commander Kokichi Mori, ex-IJN, 2ND Striking Force Staff
Torpedo Officer, GHQ, FEC, Special Historical Collection, Supporting
Documents to General of the A.my Douglas MacArthur' s Historical
leýxrt ona Al.lted Operation 'r the 'oithwe-t Pacific Area (Item 22,
Foutl~ockr ' of I0, 5WIPA Sekrile, V'o.iuw.. I1).
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THE 2PLOYE•NT OF SHIP-BA3ED PLANES (A) BY CCHMANDER SECOND
STRIKING FORCE IN THE ABOVE ASSIGNMENT AND (B) BY COMANDER FIRST STRIKING
FO=• ON THE PREVIOUS DAY RELATIVE TO COURSE MARKERS IN BALABAC STRAIT, ARE
FIN EXAMPLES OF THE OFT RECURFNG REQUIRMENTS FOR THE 124PLOYMENT OF AIR
TRANSPORTATION WITHIN A CC14AND. OTHER OBVIOUS EXAMPLES ARE (i) THE
DELIVERY OF MESSAGES BY AIRCRAFT WHEN OPERATIMG IN RADIO SILENCE AND (2)
THE EXPEDITION OF A CUMMANDER' S CONFERENCE IN HIS FLAGSHIP OR ELSIWHERE.

THIS EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE FOR A CCMWANDER kBOULT Ii) DEPART
ON A MISSION TO STUDY CAREFULLY HIS POSSIBLE RRURI•W•S li; ThZE MATTERS
IN ORDER TO INSURE THAT ADEQUATE PROVLISION HAS BEEN MALDE P[v• *WCFSSRY
AIRCRA•T.

It seems probable that it wac also during the forenoon +.hat he
(a) intercepted instructions from CinC Combined Fleet to Commander SW Area
force to direct Commander SECOND Striking Forc'i to penetrate into Ley-e Gulf
ard, in so doing, to cooperate with Commander FIRST Striking Force, and (b)
a little later received instructions from Commander SW Area Force to comply.*

THE REKAINIE OF THE FORENOON PASSED UNEVENTFULLY. HOWEVER, IT
SEEKS LIKELY THAT, SINCE HE WAS NOW COMMITTED TO THE PENETRATION OPERATION,
HE AND HIS STAFF MADE SEVERAL ESTIMATES OF THE SITUATION BASED UPON A
NUMBER OF ASSUMPTIONS AS TO WHAT COMMANDER FIRST STRIKING FORCE' S PLANS
MIGHT BE.

IF THIS WAS DONE IT WAS THE CORRECT PROCEDURE, FOR IT FAMILIAR-
IZED HIM AND HIS STAFF WITH (A) THE SALIENT FEATURES OF THE SITUATION, (B)
THE MEANS AVAILABLE AND OPPOSED AS INFLUENCED BY THE CHARACTER OF THE THEATER
OF OPERATIONS, (C) F&N4Y CAPABILITIES, AND (D) OWN COURSE OF ACTION. THIS
WOULD FACILITATE MAKING HIS PLAN ONCE HE HAD RECEIVED THE DESIRED INFORMATION
FROM CCHMANDER FIRST STRIKING FORCE.

THIS IS TERM IN PRESENT-DAY PLANNING (1957) AS PRELIMINARY
STAFF WOK AND IS STATED AS FOLLOWS:

"AT THE DIRECTION OF HIGHER AUTHORITY OR ON HIS OWN INITIATIVE
IN ORDER TO MEET ANY EXISTI14G OR FORESEEABLE SITUATION, A COMMANDER MAY
ORDER HIS STAFF 1TO START COLLECI KLG AL! PkRTINENT INFORMATION. A PROPERLY
CRGANIZED AND SMOOTHLY FUNCTIONING STAFF WILL HAVE AL-READY COLLECTED OR
LOCATED SUCH DATA ON CHA!tACTERISTICS OF AREAS, OWN AND PRZOSPECTIVE ENEMY

CCOMBAT P(MER, ENEMY CAPABILITLES, AND OTHM FACTORS WHI;H WOULD BE
APPLICABLE TO ANY SUCH EXISTING OR FORESEMBA3LE OP&U•TIONS. THEN, WHiN A
PARTICULAR OPERATION .5 AN IMMINENT POSSIBII,TY, THE STAFF WILL HAVE DFAWN

Action Summary 2ND Striking Force in SHO Operation, Southwest Area
"Operation, Commander Kokichi Mori, ex-IJN, 2WD Striking Force Staff
Torpedo Officer, GHQ, FEC, Special Historical Collection, Sup, )rting
Documents to General of the Army Douglas MacArthur's HisLoricai Report
on Allied Operations In the Southweat Pacific Area (Item 22, Footl(-.ker
5 of 10, SWPA Seroes, VoluAme II).
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ON THIS STOREHOUSE OF FACTUAL DATA AND C(RPILED SIGNIFICANT FACTS FOR THE
S~~CCMU•DRM 1 USE."

While he was doing tty he received, as an information addressee,

a dispatch from CCMCRUDIV SIXTEEN to Commander SW Area Force which likely
gave him cause for coacern. This dispatch, after givin the proposed

movements of CRUDIV SIXTE)N (AOBA, KINU, URANAMI), requested three
additional destroyers and two subchasers.** Since he had reason to believe
that his seven destroyers were the only destroyers within the SW Area Force,
it seems clear that he could risualize losing three of them--mst: likely

DESDIV TlENTY-ONE.

shudrejoin his conmmand as soon as possible, and (b) the detachment,, even
htemporary, of any destroyers would be a serious reduction of his

fighingstrength and might affect the feasibility of his operations.

fie therefore, in order to avoid delays and perhaps to forestall
contrary action by Commander SW Area Force, decided to issue movement orders
to CC( A SD)V TWENTY-ONE and accordingly, at 1332 instructed CprDeSDIV TWENTY-
ONE, info Commander SIXTH Base Air Force, to (a) arrive at Manila by 1500
October 23rd, (b) fuel as soon as possible, and (c) sortie in time to rejoin
the SECOND Striking Force during the morning of October 24th.***

Having issued the above orders, he now awaited information
relative to the penetration operation from the representative he had had
flowar into Manila, who by now had probably arrived there. However, before
he hearDi anything from this source, he at 1340*3** received Commander FIRST
Striking Force's 212053 (quoted in full under "Operations of Commander

Opeatina issued e .ab 7 oer, Department of the Navy, Office of
i • •~~~!aval Operational Plan~xng 11-,Dprmn f h ay fieo

the Chief of Naval Operations, January 1st, 1956, Chapter 2, Section
.O (Preliminary Staff Work).

*-w •i:tCiWUDIV 16 Dispatch 221239 October 1944 to Co mianders SW Area Force,
2ND Striking Force, etc., Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, 3HO Opera-
tion, October 17th - 27th, 1.44, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

*** Commaander 2ND Striking Force Dispatch 221332 October 1944 to C(MDESDIV
21, info Commander 6TH Base Air Force, War Diary DE.RON 1, October
1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.

** Whie COKDESRON 1 received Commander IST Striking Force' s 212053 at
O015 and the exack" TOR by Comitander 2ND Striking Force is unrecorded,
krLheless the sequence of events scents to indicate that Commander

2ND Striking Force received the IST Strikidng Force operation plan on
the afternoon of this day-probably at 1340 which was the TOR by
Commander Main Force.
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FIRST Striking Force, October 21st") which gave hiia the information he
desired. He could see from this dispatch that the F2IST Striking Force was
to be divided into two groups (i.e., the Main Body and the THIRD Section)
"and that the former would pass through San Bernardino Strkit while the
latter would pass through Surigao Strait.* This was not entirely a surprise
for he had probably received several days earlier the Chief ol' Staff
Combined Fleet's 201006 to Commander FIRST Striking Force in whi*ch a double
penetration was suggested,

H9 ALSO COULD SEE FROK THIS DISPATCH THAT THIS DOUBLE PENETATION
WOULD CHANGE HIS OWN PLANS FOR, WHEMAS (A) HE HAD ORIGINALLY EXPECTED 10
PENETRATE SURIGAO STRAIT ILN BUT IN COORDINATION WITH THE PENETRATION OF
THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE THROUGH SAN BERNARDINO STRAIT,** HE NOW HAD TO
COORDINATE MORE PARTICULARLY WITH THE MOVEMENTS OF THE THIRD SECTION THROUGH
SURIGAO STRAIT, AND (B) IN HIS SUGGESTED PLAN HE HAD INDICATED THAT AT ABOUT
1500 OCTOEI 24TH HE WOULD PASS THROUGH THE WESTERN ENTRANGC TO THE MINDANAO
SEA, HE NOW KNEW THAT, SINCE THE THIRD SECTION UNDER COMMANDER FIRST STRKING
FORCE'S PLAN WAS TO ARRIVE IN THE SAME PLACE AT 1830 OCTOBER 24TH*O* (OR
S(ME THREE AND ONE-HALF HOURS LATER), HE WOULD LIKELY HAVE TO DELAY
SUFFICIENTLY TO ARRIVE THERE AFTtM TH"" TIME.

HOWEVER, SINCE HE COULD NOT DETERMINE HIS MOVEMENTS FULLY UNTIL
HE HAD HEARD FRCM COMMANDER THIRD SECTION, HE AWAITED A DISPATCH FPXQ THAT
COM4ANDER IN AMPLIFICATION OF CI*IANDER FIRST STRIKING FORCE'S 212053. THIS
WAS NECESSARY BECAUSE, ALTHOUGH HE KNEW THAT THE THIRD SECTION WAS TO BE AT
THE WESTERN ENTRANCE TO THE MINDANAO SEA AT 1830 OCTOBER 24TH, HE DID NOT
KNOW ITS PLANNED MOV14ENTS EITHER BEFORE OR AFT&R THIS TIME IN SUFFICIENT
DETAIL TO PROPERLY COORDINATE HIS OWN ACTIVITIES WITH IT.

He does not zeem to have received any information of consequence
from hi• plane(s) which by now had likely returned from Manila, for the

informantion rvaiTlable to this analysis indicates that he received the needed
inormation from Commander THIRD Section by radio rather than by aircraft.

At 1600 (when CONCRUDIV SIXTEEN received it) he received, as an
lnforAation addressee, a dispatch from Commander SW Area Force wherein that
c+4msander, in part, (a) directed Transports 6, 9, 10, 101, (102) and CRUDIV
`1XTEEN to arrive at Cagayan by the everxing of October 24th at which time

SCnwonder 1ST Striking Force Dispatch 212053 Oct ýer 1941. to 1ST
Striking Force, CinC Combined Fleet, Ccmmuander Mmin Force, info Com-
mander 2ND Striking Force, Detailed Action Report Main Force, 3HQ No. I
Operutioa, October 20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11714.

S** USSBS Interrogation of Japanese Officialte, Nay No. 58, Interrogation
of Comannder Kokichi Mori, IJN, Volume I, Page 236.

•** CofS 2ND Striking Force Dispatch 201932 October 1944 to Comunarxier IST
Striking Force, info CinC Combined Fleet, Commander SW Area Foi'ce,
Imperial GH{Q (Navy Section), War Diary Di;)40N 10, Octobter 1944,
WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.
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the transports we-o to come under the command of Commander SW Area Guard
Force, (b) established CCKCRUDIV SIXTUEN as Commander SW Area Guard Force,
and (c) directed bim to carry out the transport of two infantry battalions
from Cagayan to Leyte.*

He notod that, if CCICRUDIV SIXTEEN was to arriv, at Cagayan on
the evening (this is assuaed to be about 2000) of October 24th, that
commander would likely desire to depart Manila at an earlier hour than
planned (0000 October 24th)**- for the distance to Cagayan was about 500 miles
which, in twenty howrs (0000 to 2000), would require a speed made good of
at least twenty-five knots with the corresponding increase in fuel con-
sumption. However, feeling that CCO4CRUDIV SIXTEEN had received this dis-
patch and would modify his plans as necessary, he likely dismissed thisi
matter from hi3 mind.

During the early evening he received (a) an information dis-
patch from Commander Main Force giving the planned route to be followed by
the Main Force for the next two days (until 0600 October 24th),*** and (b)
a dispatch from the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet giving the 0010 position
of an enemy submarine in the Sibuyan Sea and cautioning all comxanders that
the enemy seemed to be assembling submarines to cover 'the movements of the
FIRST Striking Force and other units.,****

At 1830 he received the message from CinC Combined Fleet exhort-.
ing all forces to do their best.***-

About 1930 (it was received by CCKDESR0N 10 at this time) he
ieceived from Commander THIRD Section the long awaited dispatch outlining

* Commander SW Area Force Dispatch 221320 October 1944 to CRUDIV 16,
Transports 6, 9, 10, 101, (102), info CinC Combined Fleet, Combined
Fleet Commanders (SW Area Force DesOpOrd No. 684), Detailed Action
Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operation, October 17th - 27th, 1944, WDC
Document 161005, NA 11744.

** C(COMCKUDIV 16 Dispatch 221239 October 1944 to Commanders SW Area Force,
2ND Striking Force, 31ST Communication Unit, info CinC Combined Fleet,
Coamander 1ST triking Force, Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO
Operation, October 17th - 27th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

SComnarnder Main Force Dispatch 221624 October 1944 to all commands,
Detailed Action hLeport Main Force, S1O No. I Operation, October
20th - 29th, 1944, WDG Documont 161005, NA 117144.

- CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 221651 October 1944 to Commander SW
Area Force, info Conmaziders 1ST and 2ND Striking Forces, CRUDIV 16,
CC14i3ATD1V 2, War Diary DESKON 10, October 1944, WUO Document 161638,
NA 11739.

* CinG Combined Fleet Dispatch 221205 October 1944 to Combined Fleet,
China Area Fleet, etc., War Diary DLSRON 1, October 1944, WDG
Doclmenit 11638, NA 11739.
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CO1( SECOND STRIKING FORCE
Oct~ober 22nd - -I

the neoents of the THIRD Section as follows: X-3 day-aortie from Brunei;
1-2 day--pass through Balabac Strait at 3100 and proceed on course 0500(T);
Z-1 day--at 0630, in ,o.sition Lati~ade 100 - 30'N, Longitude 1210 - 351E,
change core to 140 (T) and thereafter proceed along northern edge of the
Mnaa Sea; Z-day--at 0100 reach point south of BlOIT Point and penetrate

The receipt of this dispatch now provided him with the necessary
information to prepare his own plan. According to his Torpedo Officer, he
estimated the situation along the following lines:

HE FIRST DSTE D HIS BASIC TASK TO BE NTO COORDINATE THIS
FORCE' S ACTIONS WITH THE PENETRATION OF THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE-I.E.,
THE THIRD SECTION-INTO LEYTE GULF AT DAWN OCTOB1R 25TH". HE THEN DETER-
MIRED THAT THE FWTHXR EFFECT DESIRED WAS "TO EXPAND THE BATTLE RESULTS
DURING THE HELEE CAUSED BY THE FIRST STRIKING FORCE' S PENETRATION ATTACK".
THIS WAS AN EMPOITATION OBJECTIVE. HE CLEARLY RECOGIMZED THE IMPORTANCE
OF THIS OBJECTIVE, BUT HE FELT THAT IT WOULD BE UNWI3E TO FOLLOW THE THIRD
SECTION iWlO ISMTE GULF TOO CLOSELY BECAUSE, AMONG OTHER ITEMS, (A) THE
WATERS MWE RESTRICTED AND UNKNOWN, ( B) HIS STRENGTH WAS INADEQUATE, AND (C)
OF THE TIME OF SUNRISE (062). BASED ON THESE, AS WLL AS OTHER UNDESIRABLE
FACTORS, AND ON HIS KNOWLEDGE OF NIGHT ACTION, HE CONCLUDED THAT, SHOULD
HE ENTER INTO THE ABOVE MELEE, HE WOULD HAVE LITTLE PROSPECTS OF SUCCESS.
HE THEREFORE DECIDED TO PASS THROUGH THE SOUTHERN hWTRANCE TO SURIGAO STRAIT
AT •00--WHICH HIS TORPEDO OFFICER TERMED AS ON THE NHEELS OF THE THIRD
SECTION"N.*

Having made this decis on, he at 2000 issued the following
dispatch:

"SECOND Striking Force (CRIJDIV TWENTY-ONE and DESRON ONE) will
penetrate through Surigao Strait behind the THIRD Section, FIRST Striking
Force.

(a) Evening October 23rd-arrive Coron and refuel.

(b) 0200 October 24th--sortie, and

* COBATDIV 2 Dispatch 221155 October 1944 to CinC Combined Fleet,
CC)CRUDIV 16, Commanders 1ST and 2ND Striking Forces, 5TH Plse Air

4 Force, Main Force, SW Area Force, info Sandak& Air Base, 33RD Guard
Unit, Detailed Action Report 1ST Striking Force, SHO Operations,
October 16th - 28th, 1944, WXC Document 161641., NA 11839.

** Action Summary, 2ND Striking Forcý in SHO Operation, Southwest Area
Operation, Commander Kokichi Mori, ex-IJN, 2ND Striking Force Staff
Torpedo Officer, GHQ, FEC, Special Historical Collection, Supporting
Documents to General of the Army Dougla3 XacArthur' s Historical Report
on Allied Operations in the Southomst Pacific Area (Item 22, Footlocker
5 of 10, SWPA Saries. Volume II).
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C(R SECOND STRIKING FORCE
October 22nd

(c) 0600 October 25th--arrive Point "C" (entrance to Surigao
Strait).',*

THIS DISPATCH SHOWS CLSARLY THE SIMPLE FACT THAT COMMANDER

SECOND STRIKING FORCE' HAD NO INTENTION AT THIS TIME OF PASSING THE SOUTHERN
ENTRANCE TO SURIGAO STRAIT "ON THE HEELS OF THE THIRD SETION" BUT, INSTE&D,
PLANNED TO ARRIVE THERE FIVE HOURS AFTZR THE THIRD SECTION HAD PASSED-AN)
TO ARRIVE THIE JUST BEFORE SUNRISE, APPARENTLY TO INSURE ADEQUATE
IDENTIFI CATION.

In aiscussing this decision, it seems w' se to recall that his
chief of staff on October 20th had stated that penatrvtion by CRUDIV TWENTY-
ONE and DESRON ONE saluld be at dawn October 25th inluciately behind the
FIRST Striking Force,** and that Comander SW Area Force had statd (a) a&,so
on the 20th3 that he considered it more advantaioous to ouipioy CRUDIV
TWENTY-ONE and DESRON ONE as a support force in tktt decisive battle
jperations,*** (b) on October 21st, that it was hi! opinion that at lPast
CRUDIV TWMY-ONE and DESRON ONE should carry out a penetratlon attack
tirough Surigao Strait in coordination with tke. penetration of the fIR".$?
Striking Force,*** and (c) again on October Zast, tha&,,- •QUDIV 'hYJT O'•
and DESRON ONE, operating under Comsraner FIRST Strikb'j, ?½.rce, s,,,'bould
participate in the decisive battle operat.ions of the FIRST Strikltn Force
and ahould execute a penetration through :.urigac ,trait.*

From all of theae dispatches, it Is clear that Coxntiander ,V
Area Force wished Oc\,•iander SECOND Striking withee, withi CPUI'IV Thr1•NY-AA\tE
and DFHRON ("N, to (1) participate in the deh:Xe.ve battl opematb,)ns of
the F.LRBT Striking Forc,, \ 2) act in coordinanu) with th\t force, and (3)
penetrate througn Surigao Strit, and that this colsicido\ ,ith the original
thoughts of tha Chief of ,,\ff SECOND Striking Foroo,

,oCommander 2ND Stycing gcrn.e Dispatch 222000 O:tober 19,, ad,,resses
missing but ,ei-ievel i e&to .na•:,i, all .'oncernwx with pen,ýtt,'ation,
op*tm~ration, Detailed Ac Rpio o deort Main Force, 4iik No, I
October 21Ch -- 29th, 19.-44, 4EXC Document 161.0.1N5, Ný\ I174J,,,

* CofT 2,ND Strikkng Force Oiv•,atc.h 201806 (?ctot'er *1SV1 to Uovmw\nd.htP SW
Area Forv'e, etc., Detailed Action Report, CRUDIV tt S)Oi,•p:retlon,
Ottcbr 17tth -- Z'Ith, 194,4, 4DC Doctunwnt A&&,X)5, NA 1'?744.

AA* Cot,", SW Area Force Plis atch 202"137 Octoberr ,944A to .\,)N.r1&ia1 63, (Navy
ectcion), info 1,inO %Coetbi ta 'Flek, Gonratet Cot2W

Fones, Main Forev, AU.l Feer ActionsOw~rtion, Octote,,:1"I[?th -, 2"?th,, 1944, ýVDC Doc\•%ý,ntlt¥5 NA .7.,
GCofS 3W Area W'orceý ý,,vipteth 21,13,--2 C(lobe.r 194h to Go•,,.,ý,wxors2•,,
Strilking Force, CRUk[IAV' 16.,. !Tdrýý CinG Ccfnbined FL~vktýý, &,•.ies[,T
,S;trikJ.rng For-ce, Nai.n Fcrce, Imperial GHk SNv c'iOn), (Natvayiilec
Aetion Rheport 1-4W]V 16, 011 Opcratkn, October 1% 7th -. 27 "., ,4,
AODC Docev'nt 161(X05, NA .

~VN**Co:3WM~ Area Force 1) ~ 2i 1914+8tce 1`)414 to GinO m.C e
Piciet, Co-rTkandore 214 Stri"ineg Forc,:, ChUDIV 1., Impertil Ght, (J" vy

1ifo etcý. Dta 1.u1ed Ac: iton it.erort ChIUIV i6,, -'! 'i Oer rti::,
Oct obyr 17th -27th, ¼9t,, 4DC 44c1;uvnt 161(X)0, NA 1.T,144



C.OH SECOND STRIKING FORCE
October 22nd - ý-

Since "in coordination with" means "to bring into common action,
movemnt and condition" and "to participate in" means "to shore in cannon
with otharo" * do not these dispatches imply that Commander SW Area Force

felt that (a.) the SECCt4D Striking Force should be coordinated so as to share
and (b) this was to be so whether or not Co~mmander FIRST Striking Force
decidowk to divide his command?

On th. other hand, since CinC Comnbined Fleet did not choose to
attach CktUDIV TWEW,-~ONE and DESRON ONE to the FIRST Striking Force but,
instead, directed then to op\'rate under a different command.-.N Area Force-
there is a distinct iiupressiwi that he desired the THIRD Section and CRIJDIV
NWNTY-ONE and DESRON O~KY to tnhrate separatcly. This view is also supported
by CCI.B13TDIV ONE, who stated in this connection in his personal diary,
"~At tiae* having somec reweo-ve str\sngrb t the best policy".**

But did CinC Ceombined Flleet t~xreby mean (a) a five-hour
separation which at twenty knots would be one hiumdrvid miles, or (b) an
entrance sufficiently close to the THIND Seetion to permit CRUDIV TWEL4T-ONE
and DB.5dUN ONE to benefit greatly froQn the reiults or the THIRD Section's
penetriation and support the THIRD) Section in case of need?

AB r~egards item (a), it would seem that an Interval of
5\'pprox~bnately oxv. hundred miles was not intended. This ,3eefts )o for, if
CRUDIV IVNTY-ONZ and DESF.ON ONE delayed entering Leyte Gki~Lf unttl five
kwatrs after the TH11WI Section, it could riot, contribute to the bat~tle
sucneoss to any sifnifficant degree, since the action would ~most ",Akely have
endedi long tiefore itvs arri~val.

A3 regards\ item (b), it would seem that the meaning givert
here was mostý.. likely Porrect. Thi~s view is supported by the postuar
3tat~eien', of the Depýu~';., C-hief of Staff Comibined Fleet who, in discussinrg
the reasoris whyr the abocýe units were not trawnsferred to the FIRST Strikingj ?o)rce, stated, An part,~ "It was believed that t~he senior commander would
nA~turally ansumm over all commaand of local, units whenever necessary in
ac-ordance with t~he customs and tradition of' the Japanese Navy".**4 This

meris di~'cuased fully wider "Operat ions of CinC Combined Fleet, October

clos enughtogethex to warraint Page senio coiturend eir assmingcrand ofhiii
October forces?9

TWW'M, TE EAOS BOE TTE, TI" oN701E TA

THE~~~~at DEIINXAWlV TTESLTU4 NR~ o-UiGOSRI Too



COMCRUDIV SIXT16N3F
October 22nd

WAS UNSOUND AND THAT THE CORUECT L)ECISION SHWLD P, PROPZ.! HAI&lMo a TO
ARRIVE AT THE SOUTlHERN EWIRAkNCE MUCH EARLI--I.E., AT SUCH Ti.M AS WOUW
PERMIT (•WDV TWMW1Y-MO AND DESRON ONE TO COWTKTB SIGNIFIC(ATY TO
THE PEUETrIOW OPERAAION, EVEN TO T1V FTENT Of BEING SO CLOSE AS TO
P1?AT CO•DANDE SECOND STRIKING FORCE TO ASSUME COMMAND SH4OULD HE
CONSIDER IT 113 SRY.

It seems probable that at about this time he issued SECOND
Striking Force Operation Order No. 5,* a written directive for the
penetration operation which directive unfortunately is not available.
Whether or not he sient the substance of this directive to Commnder SW
Area Force via the representative sent by plane that forenoon is not
known but it seems highly probable.

At 2400 (when it was received by DESRON TER) he probably
received another submarine radio fix.*N This dispatch said that at 1718
a submarine in Latitude 100 - O0'N, Longitude 1160 - 0'E (Class B fix),
(Plate XXXVI, Contact J), had transmitted one urgent dispatch. This
seems to have been from the Cozmanding Officer DACE who at the moment
was operating in Dangerous Ground and who, commencing at 1630, viae re-
questing authority to extend his patrol in order to investigate an air
contact on a convoy.***

At 2400 (a) ',RUDIV TWINTY-ONE and DESRON OKE were west of
Lingayen Gulf, in positV.on bearing 305 0 (T), distant 150 miles from Manila,
and on approximate course 1600 (T), and (b) DESDIV WIENTY-ONE, bound for
I:Manila with the persovn.el of the SIXTH Base Air Force, was bearing 330 0 (T),
distant 220 miles fpoi, Manila.

(1) (Ne,.%tions of COMCRUDIV SIXTEEN, October 22nd.

At )OOO CC•CRUDIV SIXT1EN, with CRUDIV SIXTEEN, was in
position bearing 3Y5°(T), distant ninety miles from Labuan Island in
Brunei Bay awd wat, on base course 0200 (T), twenty-two knots, zigzagging.
He was en route Manila in accordance witn ",ommander SW Area Force's
instruci o"s of the previous dAy.****

At this time, entirely unknown to himself, he was being

. '.•iary RON 1, October 19"4, WDC Docunent I6, NA 11739.

dwaua Conm ca t. 'o Unit-Dispatch 222040 October 1944 to CinG
Comrl %ed 1 i~ei ,sanders 6TH Base Air Force, Ir and 2ND Striking
F' rc._s, M In 1 War Diary DE3hJN 10, October 1944, WDC Document

i i~d• •A, h Ii':' ,

"to rA ,1 I,•t, lie',•e•t d( !, Report of 5TH War Patrol, Se~rial 09,

i i o ;'cc lispatch 2.11251i October " 944 toi Co(xnanders
1•FI 3tr kln Ain )reo, 16 (0W Area Force Des(pOr'd No. 678), De-

,•ed A.. i o4 ,rt Ch' !'.V 16, 3HO Operation, October 17th - 27th,
194 ,Ot "ocujrimw. 11.•1 NA 11.744.



CRUDIV SIXTEMN
October 22nd

tra!Ued by the DARTEM which had initially contacted him at 2350 on the pro-
vicus evening and ws endeavoring to los€e.*

5inoe he (a) ihd been assigned counterlanding operations and
had b~en directed to proceed to Manila, preauably for the purpose of dis-
cussing the transportation of (1) tVe SIXTY-EIGHTH Brigade from Formosa to
Luzon, and (2) •ce or tm regimnts from Manila to Leyte, and (b) had
received mord an the previous eveing that Oonmander SW Area Force (1) had
made an agreement• ith the areW to transport tw battalions from Cagayan to
Leyte under CGMCiDIV SIXTUX, ard (2) saw no objection to his being sentto Cagyan (Mindanao) instead of Mraila, he probably wondered exactly what

coAuterlandings wre being contemplated and whether or not he would suddenly
be directed *o Cagayan.

As regards the counterlandinge, he did not have long to
ponder k)r at 0108 he received a dispatch from the Chief of Staff SW Area
Force which among ether itaim, listed five transports to be employed in
transporting troops from QCgaynn to Leyte and dirocting that they coneen-
trate at Ca(a4 n on the evening of October 24th at which time they wre to
come under his coaotma 0 ** From this, he could see that this was the opera-.
tion to which ie ias committed ajd that he therefore could expect to receive
orders shortly.

As he proceeded on tow&i( Manila, he estimated the situation.
He realized that timk wids important and that, if he was to approximate the
schedule given him, he could not afford to have delays at Manila. He also
realized that his force was too weak to cover the transports adequately
against submarines which he feared might be in th area. He therefore
decided to (a) notify, amoxng others, Gowmander SW Area Force that he (1)
expected to arrive off Manila Day with the AOBA, KINU, and URANAHI at about.
0800 October 23rd, (2) expected to depart at midnight, (3) required 1500
tons of fuel, and (b) requested a reinforcement of three de..;.royers and two
subchusers.

Then, at 1239, in accordance with this decision, he stnt a
dispatch to Goimrw er SiV Area Force adviling that corwwader of h•a needs as
above described, 2 '

S�kr Patrol Report DARTER, Report of 4TH War Patrol, Serial 020,
November 5th, 1944.( •* CofS VW Area Force Dispatch 212211 October 1.944 to COMCHUDIV 16, info
CinOG ombinod Fleet, Coauwnderas 2ND Striking Force, 33rd Special Base
Force, Transports 6, 10, (9), 131., 101 and 102, Detailed Actior Report
CRDIV 16, VS1O Operation, October 17th - 2Ytn, 1944, WDC Doumierkt
161005, NA 11744.

**• (X!dCRUDIV 16 DIspdtch 221239 October 1944 to Commander SW Area Force,
Ckmatn••trs 2ND Striking Force, 31st Communioation Unit, info CInG
Ccmblned Fleet, Lournander 1ST Striking Force, Detailed Action Report
LabD1V 16, 3140 Cý,ration, October 17th - 27th, 1Q44., O)C Document
i61(X)5, NA -1744.
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CAMCRUDIV SIXTMiF2
Oc wAber 22nd

About a half an hour later (at 3313) he received, as an
information addressee, a dispatch ftro Vie Qktaf of Staff Sv Area Force to
Conmander THIRTY-THIND Special Base Force (quoted in full under "Operations
of Comawder SW Area Foree, October 22nd") (a) informing him of the landing
craft that could be carried by the ships aesiped to the first troop re-
inforcemant operation, (b) requesting him to end#?avor to get C.G. THIRTY-
FIFTH Army to dispatch as many landing craft as possible to the unloading
point in order to speed up unloading, and (c) autlvriuing him to deal
directly with C.G. THIRTY-FIFTH Army,*

At 1555 (Commander FIRST Striking Force received it at this
time) he received UnO Ccmbined Fleet 9 a w•ortation to all forces to do theirutmost.**

At 1600 he received a diqpteh from Goamander SW Area Force
(a) (1) directing transports 6, 9, 10, 101 and (102) to be at Cagayan by
evening of October 24th, (2) CtUIV SIXTEM to proceed to Caguyan by evening

of October 24th; however, depending on the situation "the division may put
into Manila Harbor", (3) that, upon arrival at Cagayan, he (OOMCRUDIV SIX-
TU) was to take charge of all ships as Commander SW Area Force Guard Force,
and was to transport troops to Leyte, and (4) that, upon completion of this
operation, all ships were to proceed to Manila and prepare for the second
troop transportation operation, and (b) warning him (00MCNRIDIV SIXTEEN) that,
depending on the situation respecting the decisive battle operations, CRUDIY
SIXTEEN might be directed by special order to operate in support of the FIRST
Striking Force.*m

This dispatch likely concerned him greatly for, if he de-
parted Manila as he planned (i.e., at 0000 October 24th), it was clear that
he could not arrive at Cagayan by the evening (1900) of October 24th without
expending fuel unnecessarily in making excessive speed, This was so for the
average speed required would be approximately twmnty-s1x knots (the distance
from Manila to Cagayan was roughly 500 miles, the number of hours but nine-
teen). Because of this, it seems clear that he realized that this dispatch
had been sent by Commander SW Area Force prior to the receipt of his dispatch
(221239) mentioned previously.

The question now likely arose in his mind as to the meaning
of the instruction, mdependring or) the situation the division may put into

* CofS SW Area Force Dispatch 221015 October 194,4, to 33rd Special Base
Force, info o0McRUDIV 16, Detailed Action Report CMUDIV 16, SAlO Opera-
tion, October 17th - 27th, 1944, %DC Document 161005, NA 11744,

* CiQnC Combined Fleet Dispatch 221205 October 1944 to Combined Fleet and
China Area Fleet, etc., Dootailed Action Report 15M Striking Force, SHe
Operations, October 16th-- 2th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA 11839.

U*Otmmanier SW Area Force Di.spatch 221320 October 1944 to CONURUDIV 16,
Transports 6, 9, 10, (101), 102, info UInC Combined Fleet, Comiaders
1ST and 2ND Striking Fore, Main Force, 6TH base Air Forco, 33rd Special
Base Force, Det~ailed Action Report CHUDIV 16, 3HO Operation, Octoob.r
17th - 27th, V944, WdC Document 161005, NA 11744.
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O•OUIV SIXTEENS~~~October ?;M, ...

Manila Harbor". Who was going to determine the nature of the situation? He
appears to have decided that (a) if it was to be himself, he would continue
on to Manila even though this might delay his arrival at Cagayan-this state-
ment of his intention is derived., in part, from the fact that he would re-
quire upon arrival in Manila soe 1500 tons of fuel oil which was about
forty-four per cent of his division oil capacity (From this, it seems probable
that he did not fuel to capacity at Brunei Bay where on October 20th his
division iad fu,.,- froii BAT-DIV Ttj.)--am (b) if it was to be Coomander SW
Area Force, that cmmwinder would issue him modifying instructions.

About this time he received a dispatch from Commander Main
Force giving that force's movements and indicating that air action would be
initiated by that force at dawn on October 24th.*

At 1742 (DESRON TEN received it at this time) he received a
diopatch from the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet giving the 0010 position of
an enein submarine (Contact B) and suggesting that, mince the enemy was
apparently assembling submarines to cower channels and routes to scout move-
ments of the FIRST Striking Force and other units, the conmanders should
give special consideration to the matter.**

He noted that this fix was in the Sibuyan Sea. Because of
this, and becaise of the suggestion that all commanders pay special attention
to the possibility that enemy submarines might well be in the waters which he
would tran,6Terse between Manila and Cagayan, he undoubtedly as pleased that
he had asked for the additional destroyers and subehasers.

At 1810 he sent a visual dispatch to his command giving the
changet (uring the night- 0135, change course to 075°(T); 0145, resume z-ig-
tagging: 0500, speed twenty-four knots.K**

At 1930 (it was received by DMSKON Li4 at this time) he
received GOE•jATDIV TWO's dispatch movement plan for the THIRD Section.***
This was an important dispatch fir it wav necessary that he know the move-
ments of the THIND Section shouT-1 he be ordered to proceed directly to Cagayan

Commaier ~4-in Force Dispatch 2-22-4 October 1944 to all forces, Oe-

talle0 Action teport Main Force, SHlO No. I Operation, October 20th -
29th, 19-44, WIC Document 161005, NA 11744.
-Cot,, Gof abinefi Fleet Dispatch 221651 October 1944 to Comwander SW Areca
Force, info Commanders IST and 2ND Striking Forces, CRUDIJ 16, BATD.IV
2, War Diary DES1U)N 10, October 1944, W0C Document 161638, NA 11739.

* (X-:-UDIa V 16 Visual Dispatch 22-1810 October 1944 to CRUJDIV 16, Detatled

Action Report No. 6, AOIA, Antisubmarine Action Went of Philippines,
October 23rd, 1944, WDC Document 161747.

*** (X3LKATDIV 2 Diapatch 221155 October 1944 to CinC Combined Fleet,
( RUDIV 16, (.onvndertj 6TH Msoaa Ahi Force, Kaln Force, ,SW Area Force,
info 3.3rd Guard Unit, Sandayran Air babe, DetaIled Action kheport No. I ,
DESIEN 1.O, SWO Cperation, Octxober .17th - 31st, 1.944, WDC Document
161005, Kt 11744.



COKDESDIV ThENTY.4E
October 22nd

instead of continuing on Mo 4anila. This was so for the two coumands might
wel encounter one anothei "ji the eastern Sulu Sea at about sundown with the
possibility of resulting confusion.

At 1945 he received, as an inrformation addressee, a dispatch
(quoted in full under "Operations of Commander SW Area Force, October 22nd")
giving the boats available to the Guard Force at Ormoc, and Cagayan for
loading and unloading troops. Two recommendations were made: (1) trans-
ports Mos. 9 and 10 should not carry any large landing craft; and (2) in
order to facilitate embarkation, ships should enter the harbor at intervals.*

Sometime during the evening, since both (XjKBATDIV ONF &ad
Coommander SECOND Striking Force received it, he likely received the dispatch
frem CinC Combined Fleet ordering the SECOND Striking Force to take part in
the Leyte penetration operation.**

At 24O0 (DESRON TEN received it at this time) he received
a radio direction finder fix on another submarine*** (Contact J). While
this contact was 250 miles astern, it nevertheless indicated the need for
continuing antisubmartne measures.

At this time CRUDIV SIXTEEN was bearing about 2470(T), dis-

tant 175 miles from Manila, on course 050 0 (T) and zigzagging.

(2) Operations of C(MDESDIV TWENTY-ONE, October 22nd.

CC4DF.SDIV TWENTY-ON* with DESDIV TWENTY-ONE (WAKABA,
HAn.WUSIHiA and HATSUHAIW) was at Takao where he had arrived on *k•e
previous evsning. He was there to assist in the movement of the SIXTH Base
Air Force to Manila.

At 0700 he sortied Takao and headed for Manila.*-*

* Originator unknown (presumed to be Commander 33RD Special Base Force)
Di umtch 2Z164,0 October 1944 to Conimander 3RD Southern Expeditionary
Force, info C~dlCimV 16, Detailed Action Report CUDIV 16, SHO
Operation, October 17th - 27th, 1944, WUC Doument 161005, NA 1"344.

* Action Swmrary, 2NU Striking Force iti S4)9 Operation, Southwest Area
Crýeration, Commander Kokichi Mori., ex-IJN, 2ND Striking Force Staff
Torpedo Officer, G11Q, F•N,, Special Kiitorical Collectioii, .'upporting
Documenta to General of the Army Doug•as MacArthur's Historical Report
on Al) ied Operations In the Southoest Pacific Area (Item 22, Footlocker
5 of 10, S)WPA Series, Volume I1); alo Vice Admiral Matowe Ugaki, 1,N
((,CT!UATDiv 1), Peraonal Diary SENSOR.iKU, Nippon '.huppan KyoAo Kabushiki
Kaisha (Tokyo, March 15th, 1953), Voluae LI.
C*N Conmade~r Owad& CGimunication Unit Lispatch 2220140 C)ctober A944 to
C(nC Ccxbtwined Fleeti, C(omamdern ILSI and 2ND Strikiftg Forces, Main
'orce, b'rfl Baoe Air Force, Wax D)iary Ut'.5H-Ni 10, (0ct.,er 19144, WKC
bocxuw~t 1616.3, NA 117 '"9

' *•*• War i a)iary D1Q;i11GN "k., O~ctober 19!4I , )Dc io',r , (' t u iV , hA I
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COM FIPTH BASE AIR FORCE
October 22nd

His movement proceeded uneventfully until 1745 when un-

known to him his ucmaar' was sighted by the DRUK in Latitude 1180 - 521 N,
LongitWie 1180 - 520B, or' course 1800 (T), speed twenty-five knots.*
Actually although there :11 no definite information thereon his speed
appears to have becv abcd, nineteen knots.

At •0l0 he received a dispatch from Commanaer SECOND
Striking Force dirxeting him to (a) arrive at Manila by 1500 October 23rd,
(b) fuel as saon as ýossible and (c) sortie to rejoin the SECOND Strikir%
Force during -%he mordung of October 24th.**

At 2400 DESDIV TWE -ONE was bearing 325 0 (T), distant
ninety miles fret Cape Bolinao, Luzon.

(b) Operations of Commander FIFTH Base Air Force, October 22nd.

Commander FIFTH Base Air Force was in his headquarters ira
Manila. He was perhaps disappointed that his attacks on the preceding day
had been fruitless. Al houg' records are not specific, but presumably be-
cause he had only twent--four operational aircraft, he appears to have
issued orders only for search operations on this day. Judging by the con-
tacts made, the search covered only the Manila sector-leaving search and
reconnaissance in the vicinity of Leyte Gulf to the FOURTH Air Army. It
may be that he utilized some of his fighter strength to defend the air bases
until the arrival of the SIXTH Base Air Force fighters which were scheduled
to be the first tc arrive. Howevev, this seems unlikely as the number of
fighteis was limited and most, if not all of them, were preparing for
Kamikaze operations.

His first contact of the day was a 0445 direction finder fIx
(Class D) report of a task force at 2116 the previous evening, bearing
0870 (T), distant 600 miles from Manila,**-* (Plate XXXVI, Contact A).

What evaluation he gave to this contact is not known but,
since it was reportedly a task force, and since Allied carrier task forces
had heretofore been sighted with from one to four carriers it seems likely
that he evaluated the carrier composition as from one to four carriers (CV
and/or CVL). However, since it was some 600 miles away he gave it little
attention, although he recognized that a RDF fix was not particularly
accurate.

Some time after this he received a report of a contact at
0637 on three large carriers, two battleships and ten other ships bearing

* DRUM Dispatch 221037 October 1944 to CTF 17, SAWFISH and iCEFLiH.
-'-- Commander 2ND Striking Force Dispatch 221332 October 1944 to

WCOML*4DIV 21, info Commander 6TH Base Air Force, War' Diary DEtiRON 1,
October 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.

ff 31ST Commwnication Unit Dispatch 220445 October 1944 to Main Force,
others unknown, Detailed Action Report Main Force, 3HO No. I
operation, October 20th - 29th, 1944, WDO Document 16100%p NA. Ili,.
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0950 (T), distant 500 miles from Tacloban,* (Contact C).

At about 0745 he likely learned t.hat the night search by the
flying boats from Garan Bi had been negative.,'*

Meanwhile realizing that (a) the planes of the SIXTH Base Air
Force were scheduled to arrive in his area on this day, (b) these planes
were scneduled to launch a general offensive en the following day (October
23rd), (c) the SIXTH Base Air Force would arrive with only a bare minimum
of ground personnel and (d) sir.ne his own combat strength had been heavily
reduced by enemy action there remained an excess of FIFTH Base Air Force
maintenance personnel, he decided (or it had been agreed on previoisly
during the conferences held at his headquarters on the previous two days)
to make the utmost use of his forces to assist Commander SIXTH Base Air
Force in the activation of his base activities. Therefore at 0800 he
directed his command by dispatch to utilize its full strength to assist
in the base activities of the SIXTH Base Air Force and the "T" Force (both
of which x:-iits were presently attached to CinC Combined Fleet), when those
conmands moved to the Philippines.***

This dispatch is of interest in that it shows clearly that
there was consi lerable cooperation between the FIFTH and SIXTH Base Air
Force commanders. Whether this was usual within the Japanese Naval Air
Forces or was due to the fact that both were (a) after 1700 to be under
the same commander (COnunander 5b Area Force) and (b) later to be either
(1) merged into one ;ommand or (2) operated separately under one commander
(Commander SIXTH Base Air Force) is not known but these latter facts could
have had a stimulating effect.

Shortly thereafter he recgived two 0810 contact reportb made
_r 3ECOND Air Division reconnaissance planes.**** One was reported as three
carriers and five other ships 216 miles, bearing 09O0°3T) from Saravia (NW
Negros) (Contact h), and the other was reported as five carriers and seven

Vice Admiral Mator'e Ugaki, IJN '01, )V 1. , Personal. Diary S]rN3')*0KU,
Nippon .;huppAn Kyodo Kabivshtki Kaisha (Tokyo, March 15th, 1953),
Volune 1i.

** Coinawaer 901bT Air (iro.p U;U_.iatch 220715 October 1_94j+ to CinG Combined
Fleet, et.c., etaiLed Action heport 1A).OIT Air xroup Night ,earchfe.s
O)ctobi-i ILYth - ý.2M8h, PY44, ADC Docs.ument I.Pi551, NA !,,4O0i'.
G* Ccirnarxic, r 5rH f11a w A Air Forrc 1)ipatch 2)800() Octobel 1944 to 5'T'Hl
Ba•ie Air Forcc, '.)If .1 haie Lit- t'orce U (.rrs aad ,I" Message. , War
Diary .i2 Kh) Air Fitlilla, October 194", WD, Document 1i(264, NA 1"5146.

**L- ~Docurwerits from fil" of Lieutenant, Coloojel Katsuo 0,ato, IJA, ,itaff
Officer, 41TH Air Army, Department nf tho Army, tis orico.i Divitilon
Mi crcrilw M*-'-7
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other ships, eighty-six milen, bearing 0900 (T), from Tacloban* I
(Contact D).

These contacts did not unduly alarm him as Allied carrier
task forces had been operating in this area for some time. However, since

he was planning to destroy these Allied carriers largely by the use of
Kamikaze attack planes-in fact, he hac interpreted the task given him
in the order by Commander SW Area Force on the previous day to make
"surprise attacks on enemy carriera"'* as Kamikaze attacks, as well as the
orthodox types, he likely determined to (a) follow any amplifying reports
on these contacts as closely as possible so that he might launch an
attack if his planes were ready, and (b) keep his command alerted to the
possibility of air strikes by the aircraft from these and other carriers.
Certainly, with his limited planes he could not afford to lose any
urnnecessarily.

At about 0937 he received a report from C.G. FOURTH Air Army
that, as of 0907, eighty transports were in Leyte Gulf* (Contact F).

Shortly thereafter ne received the first contact report from
his own search planes. This wAs an 0920 contact report by a Manila
search plane on two carriers, cwo battleships and several other ships
bearing 0870 (T), distant 330 miles from Manila* (Contact G). This contact
could have been on any one of three task groups, TG 3C.1, TG 38.2 or TG
38.4, since all were operating in the vicinity throu•ghout. the day. However,
it seems probable that the contact was made on TG 38.2 since the radar
contacts made by the Allied task groups place the rwo ai•r contacts of the
day closest to that group. Whether he took any action tc develop this
concact further is not indicated.

At about 1300, since the 3IXTH Base Air Ycrce planes appear
to have mioved in accordance with their schedule (it will be recallod that
the COD at 1142 sighted aircraft heading south)**ihe was aware ,,f the
,arrival of the first units of that comimand in the Philippines. Since he
iw, ordered his comnanid to eaploy its full strength to ascist the b•e

activities of the 8il.TH Base Air Force, he i,(s4i likely awaited reports as
to the eff-ictiveness of this assistance.

A•. 1)40 or earlier (Commavder Main Force received it at tULs

7ice Admiral Hat, oze Uzaki, iJN (CC4BATPIV i_, ersona1 Diary SNLSOIOKU,
Nippon Shuppan KyLdo Kabushiai Kaisha (!'okyo, March 1'th, 1953),
Volume 11; also Ap[x*nd•e Chart I11, Enemy Filet Dispositions cn
October 22nd, 1944, Detailed Action Repo}rt Main Force, )f*) No. I Opera-
tioni, October 2ý)th -- qx)ý'O, 1944, WDC D,'kunwerit ýhI4I5, NA 117441.
G Cowmnamir iW Are- K,,rc 0i '-tch 211345 Octohar 1914 to Conxvariers
5Td and (0'i Rase Air Forcn.s, 954111 ani 5 S5TH Air Group., I :iT anw -NI)
3trikiig Forcts, Hai F1orct (.iW Area ForCe DIesC0pr-d No. 079), i'etalled
A'.tion 1..elwr. Si Striking Fo rce, ;If(.) (4pe rtlon, Octobor lt.th - Iil',
194j, WDC Doc!,nunt 1411i41, NA 118$39.

•*K' COD Dispatch 20 }) october 191+. to CT'F 7'.
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tim) he received a dispatch from Commander FIRST Striking Force in which
was given the division of his force and the prospeitive routes of each
part.*

At about 1555 he received a message of exhortation from
CinC Combined Fleet.**

He received no further search reporti., but at about 1636 he
received a dispatch in amplification of the one contact which had been

maeb splns hsdipthgv the time of contact as 0900 andi
the composition as one light carrier, one special carrier, two battleships
or cruisers and some destroyers, in the position previously reported, on
course 1800 (T), speed sixteen knots (Contact G); the wcather was reported
as cloudy with occasional squalls and visibility ten miles.*h;

At about 1642 he received, as an information addressee, a dii-
patch from the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet which (a) suggested that pre-
cautions be taken in order to prevent attacks on friendly ships, and (b)
requested that, subsequent to 1200 October 24th, air and ground units in
the Philippines be directed to attack only carriers and transports unless
positively identified as an enemy task force.*-"-* Although his specific
action thereon is not recorded, it can be assumed that he complied with
the spirit of this request.

Shortly thereafter he received Commander Main Force' s 221624
which gave a new route for that force and announced that air action would
be initiated at dawn October 24th.***•*

At about 1930 (DESRON TEN received it then) he may have
received a dispatch from COMBATDIV TWO (Commander THIRD Section) outlining
the movements of the THIRD Section for the next three days.****** This

Ccmmander IST Striking Force Dispatch 212053 October 1944, addressees
unknown, Detailed Action Reiort Ma'.n Force, SHO No. 1 Operation,
October 20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 221205 October 1944 to all forces, War
Diary D9F;RON 1, October 1944, WDC Docum&,nt 161638., NA 11739.
Clark Air Base Dispatch 221606 October 1944 to Major Conminders,War
Diary DESHON 10, October 1944, WDC Document 161638, 14A 11739.

-* H4 CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 221612 October 1944 to all Fleet and
Squadron Comanders, War Diary UIST Air Flotilla, October 1944, WDC
Document 1616143, NA 12260.

*•-• Comrancler Main Force Dispatch 22.624 October 1944 to all forces,
Detailed Action he, ,rt Main Force, ý;HO No. I Opergttion, October
20th - 29th, 19L44, ,4)C Dociment 1t61005. N' , '174.,

**- M C(UMATDIV 2 Dispatch 221155 October 194 to CirtC Combined Fleet,
MCMRUDiJIV 16, Co=Amnders 6TH Base Air Force, Main Force, )W Area

Force, %E Area Fo-ce, info 5.•ndakan Air base (Borneo), Detailed
Action Refxort. No.. 13, DF.;AON 10, .-AC Operation, October 17th -
"3let, 19!.4, WOC Documeot 1610(6), NA 11744.
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seens so for, although he is not listed as an addressee, Commander SIXTH Base
Air Force is so listed. Therefore, since the information also appears to
have been of importance to Commander FIFTH Base Air Force, it seems
correct to say that Commander SIXTH Base AiL Force on his arrival in the
Philippines made known the contents of this eispatch. Although Japanese
records do not indicate the extent of personal visits made by the commanders
at this time, it seems probable that, as the junior commander, he met
Commander SIXTH Base Air Force upon the latter' s rrival in Manila at about
1700, and that he briefed that commander on the current situation in the
Philippines including the preparations which had been made for basing and
servicing the arriving units.

It seems probable that in the early evening he (a) received a
contact report from the 1-54 that at 1700 she had contacted a group of -hipps
some 450 miles to the eastwara of San Bernardino Strait,* (Contact I) and
(b) since he was in close coordination with C.G. FOURTH Air Army, he
learned of Commnder SEOOND Air Division' s plans for the general j.ffensive
commencing at dawn October 24th.** This plan is quoted in full under
"Operations of C.G. FOURTH Air Army, October 22nd". It will be recalled
that the original general principle for the employment of the army and
navy air forces in the SHO Operation was for these forces to conduct a
general offensive on D-1 and D-day,*** operating in close coordination with
one another. It will also be recalled that Cnaaander SIXTH Base Air Force
had decided to commence his general offensive on D-2 (October 23rd).*I-M

Since Commander SECOND Air Division' r plan followed, in general,
the plan issued by the same commartr on October Xith,E* an the order

* Appended Chart III, Enemy Fleet Dispowtions on October 22nd, 1944,
DIeailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. I Operation, Octobor
20th - 29th, 1944, WDE Document 161003, NA 11744.

1* 2ND Air Division Operation Order A-207, October 22nd, 194, Docu-
ments from the file of Lieutenant Colonel Katsuo Sato, WA, Staff

Officer, 4TH Air Army, Department of the Army, fllsLoricaJ Division
Microfilm W5-7.

*4* Mobile Force Operation Order No. 76, August 10th, 1944, Chapter 11,

Concrete Operational Policy, Section A, Paragr.ph I., ATIS Docu-
ment No. 39, Part 1, April 22nd, 1945 (NACHi Docunet).

flfl 6TH Base Air Force Operation Oridur No. 110, October 21s;t., 1944,

Fixe of 6TH Barse Air Force Operation Orders awl Supplemental
kMateriat obtained from Captain Bunzo Shlbata, TjN, S•lnor Staff
Officer 6TH Rarýe Air Force, GHQ, FisO, MiliUtr Hirtlyry Section,

S,: Mdicrof lm ( unnxnbered).

4**1* 2ND Air Division "Plar of O;*rations for Philippinet' Dicisive

Battle", October 20(th, 1944, Documents frxm the fV te of L.eut.enant

Colonel Katsuo Sato, TJA, 'St,:7f (fficer, 4T'h Air Army, Depart1-nt

of the Army, Hiatorical 10iv isY Miv c-(,filcro Kr;-NJ/-

71.



CC14 FIFTH BASE AIR FORCE
October 22nd

issued by C.G. FOURTH Air Army on October 2lst,* Commander FIFTH Base Air
Force c'uld see that there was nothing really new in this order except
possible the anticipated available aircraft strength-172 planes.

Also about this time (dusk) Commander FIFTH Base Air Force
learned (a) of the cancellation of the scheduled dusk and night attack by
the SIXTH Base Air Force, and (b) of the confusion attending the arrival
of SIXTH Base Air Force units in the Philippines.** This matter is
discutsed rather fully iuder "Operations of Comaander SIXTH Base Air Force,
October 22nd".

HE LIKEL.Y WAS GREATLY CONCERNED FOR HE HAD DIRECTED HIS BASE
AIR FORCE TO ASSIST THE BASE ACTIVITIES OF THE SIAXTH BASE AIR FCRCE AND
NOW, WITH THE PLANK OF THE LATTER FORCE LANDING ON FIELDS OfrliR THAN
THOSE DESIGNATED, ADDITIONAL PROBLI4S COULD WELL FALL UPON HIS UNITS

At about 2000, since his headquarters were near by, he learned
of the order issued by Commander SIXTH Base Air Force for operations the
following day.*** As pointed out under "Operations of Commander SIXTH Base
Air Force, October 22nd", neither this dispatch nor its substance are
available to this analysis.

At about 2030 he received a dispatch from Commander SECOND
Striking Force announcing that that force (CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE and DESHON ONE)
wotuld participate in the penetration operation through Surigao Strait
behind the THIRD Section of the FIRST Striking Force, and giving the
timme of arrival at the southern entrance to that strait,****

At 2300 (it was received by DESRON TZIN at this time) he
received a dispatch from the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet giving (a)
the composition of the Main Force, and (b) information on its planned
route with the caution that flying personnel be kept informed so that these

4TH Air Aim•v Operation Order A-518, 1000 October 21st, 1904; CofS 4TH
Air A~my Dispatch No. 6406 October 21st, 1944; 2ND Air Division "Plan
of Operations for Philippines Decisive Battle", October 20th, 194,
Documents from the file of Lieutenant CoJonel Xatsuo Sato, JIJA, Staff
Officer, 4'4 Air Army, Department of the Army, Historical Division
4io:rof, ý m fiý--7,

S ~Dta`Iled Action Rcport No. 2, 5T'H Attack Unit (752ND Air Group), Octobr
221xi -- 29th, 1 144, oLDC Document 161004, NA 12605.

SCoi&nder 6TH base Air Fore Dispatch 222000 October 194,4 (6TH Bas-e
Air Force DesvpOri, No. 8R.), aar Diary 7015T Air Group, October it944,
WDC Document 1i•5, NA ti592.

** kComx&nar ;IW) Striking Force i-)i!'patch 222000 October 1944, aodressees
miasij r kuL bhcli.vte Lto itincLud,9 'I I concerned with penetration
cperation, Dmtatled Action iieport Main Fo,°ce, S'Hu No. 1 (Operation,
OctolWCr 20th - 29t•i, 1•)44, W4DC' .[cmen.. ! 5[CA(), NA AIL7"4.
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friendly units might be readily recognized .*Thsrueadledybe
changed by Commander Main Force'sa 221624. Ti ot a led en

During the remainder of this day Co~mmander FIFTH Base Air Force
reestimated the situation. He knew that, as Commuander SIXTH Base Air Force
had now arrived in the Philippines and was preparing to launch a general
offensive on the 'ollowing day, it was incumbent upon the FIFTH Base Air
Force to coordinate its activities tharewith i6n whatever way possible.
Although he war, at the present moment employing his full strength to
cooperate in the base activities of these newly arrived units, he was in
addition preparing for the combat activities on the morrow.

In this connection, it will be recalled that at the commiencement
of this day he had about twenty-four operational aircraft. Since (a)
there seems to be no evidence that he received any reinforcements on this
day, (b) the claims of CTG 77.4 t~hat (1) nine planes '-iad been destroyed
on the ground at Opon Field** (Mactan) do not seem reas-onable (they werc-
likely dummnies either fabricated or unserviceable beeft, se of the air
strikes against them on the previous day)-this matter, is discussed under
"Operations of' CTG '77.4, October 22nd", and (2) he had shot down one
single-engine carrier attack plane, (c) CTF 73 claimed destroying two planes,
one In the air off Puerto Princesa which appears correct and one on La
Carlota airstrip, Negros Island (likely an army plane as La Carlota was an
army airstrip) which ma,- ':ave been incorrect iir that the plane may have been
a duzWn,*** and (d) it is likely that at least one damaged plane was
repaired, it can be assumed that, as of this time, he still had about
twenty--4our opcorational aircraft.

In connection with items (b) and (c) above, it seems pertinent
to emphasize at this point that the Japanese were very adept in employing
dummies as a means of passive defense. This was showi, 1)y (1) the
rport of the Air Evaluation Board SW&SPAC whterein it stated, in part,

"EVII)ENU• OF TEE ~-iUCG&EJJFUL US3E OF DUJMMIESi WA3 REVEALED AFTER

ALLIE OCCUPIATION OF AlRFIELD3. THIS WAS PARTICULARLY TRUE OF UNSERVMCI

There were two types of aircraft dummies used in the

Philipine rioy oav uigteLyecmag;u~vcalearrf

an arct- ume.Teueo usriebeamatwsi epx
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PWl ip7pin*us ttan it had been p~reviously. Airfields iki Luzon ýwvvoa2x-d great
nQ~bers of umaerviceable aircraft thus mted. F'abricatod aircraft dmuawies
rauched a new zemith of pcr-faction in distalld corstruc\tion. Intel.ligence
sou.~rmzs lea rnel of Two factorisa, ones at Davtwo am~ oneO a'lu Mani-la, devoted
to the tkmu~facture of du~.my alircraft.

There was a~ rnport that, the Dava\o facto*ry was capable of
producing thirty dia a:.rcraft per month. Thetse dtnmxAes were conaiisttcntly
located in rvvetmeats and in the opsn, whiile serviceable aircraft wore
affordet. protectimr by being locatocJ 1,9neath trees out of sight "r~ at
great dingtances from the airfield. Air Evaluation Board rhotographic
Teaats and otbermrers repc~rted that an est.'aiaated twelve pox, cant of tho.
approxi~mate 425 aimrurft forond on the main airdrom~e at Clark Air Center
upon accip~ation wore dunties, either unserviceable aJ.rcraft or fabricated
aircraft. SO MRJIA.5T Wi THE JAPANESE IN TURIEl EFFORTS TO DEGEIVIS ALLLIED
AIR OiaRfi~t TWT' SHAK MAITM~EANCE OF D(WMMY AIRCWAT WAS OFTEN PKP.YOR)%D.
11TT{S, U& OF DUMMY DIRCRAFT IN MANY INSTANCES PROVED QUITM E CEPTIV E AND

~'PCTIV1~Y CEATI) HE 3LUIOW OF 3 MfCEAiBLE AIRC1IA T."*, AND (2)
THfE WAR DIARY OF CGM!D2FD3YH BASE AIR FMCE WHEREIN FOR G',"ToLM -15TH,
IN RE\FERRIAG TO AN AV)ACK K' ICHOLS AIRFIELD (MANIL-A) BY TF 3$, &-E STATED,
IN PART, "'AT THE NICH01LS NW'AIL AIRFIELD, SýWCE THE: W1XY AT'rAGY.11) MAINIY
THE UPFO3Sb DECOY PLAN&S., TM1URE WAS PRACTIVAIIY NO 0'!' hl DsAMAGE.*

1hit, to ratuxra to t1he estimate! As st~ated eiarlier. GtCoiuander
FIFUh Baste Ai-r Force now had to deteormine3 what eco-abat activit-ie., If ay
he w,'a1.d iunartake in coordination with the general of'fensive of tible
SIXTH Base Air Force~. He m,\ ~couit~ted largely to Ksanika-ze oie rations.

fie rqow studieoi the distrjha-.'vn cif his aircraft.. These appear to 'ý&ve

been m~ainly Li aea in ýa Clark' Field complex and In the ouiva
Including Mactan Isian4J. But, %A'erea,, the Clark Field area had not
beeni attacked for the F*ast. ~hree dk\sja. the VIisayas haci beeon ~r-pfAoitdy
att~acked and~ on the previous day lie W,0 lost heav;lýy (slx pwia~e:.' at
Opon Fleld in hýis fi rst atteiw-qpt to launcii a Kamlkaze attack.Th
question now arose in fli. win~d a5 t-- the advisabili t~y Of movin Ar

large part of hiti airtraft to D~avao.

At 2400 W- w iistti:1 poide~ritw, this, mattF.r.

* Let~ ampi ~.Ph: i)pirntm, iVf44, Air Evaluationi WcardA~4JiWC
June lat, 1945, Se1.i-on V, Pages i6-1o

~*Diary of Vice t~dmira-1 Rimupoi Terac-Aca, 1,1.N, Aups),,t. lot -- Nov"Rltxtr 1ist,
Iil44, 5TH1 1 ae Air Forct In 1IW) (Ypýration, GH1Q, VWC, OieckistoricaL
Go' 11ontion, 3'4pportirxp; [oculments to Genoral of *.hie Arm~y Doug.lan
MacArthur's hist'-rica~i ýiport. on 1.ied 0()-0raQ,ono, in the L5outhvst.
Paciric Area (Tte, '40, ~K~ihr7 of 1U, JM1PA ';kis Vu~ mo
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(B) (eruion,.N of CG. FOURTH Air Army, October 22nd.

C.G•, FNUITh Air AýW remained at his headcqarters in Manila. He was
watching the si'ttution closely because on this day (a) the SIXTH Base Air
Force woxld be moving to the Philippines and would be using airfields
which they had obtained largely from the FOURTH Air Army (It will be
racalled ttat on the previous day he had discussed this matter with
a senior ,itaff officer from the SIXTH Base Air Force), and (b) reinforce-
ment aircraft (from FIRST, ELEVENTH, FORT1EENTH and TWENTIETH Air
Ragiments) for his own command would also be arriving on this day.

He wes conc.rned as to Allied air operations because Allied aircraft
had for some days been striking certain of the FOURTH Air Army airfields
as w..ll as certain of the airfields of the FIFTh Base Air Force.

Bocausc of the above, it was important to know the nature of the
J.llitwd air threat on this day so that any action required of his command
in coordination with the movement of the SIXTH Base Air Force into the
Philippines might be effected promptly. He awaited the results of the
morning searches and reconnaissance. Unfortunately, like the searches
of the FIFTH Bane Air Force, the nature of his searches is not fully
known. But, as will be shown later, since a number of contacts made by
his planes were on shipping inside Ltoyte CMUJf and on task groups to the
eastward of Leyte Gulf, it is clear that reconnaissance and search
operations were conducted by his command in these areas at the least.

It seems likely that during the moning he received a report of a

contact made at 0637 on three large carriers, two battleships, and ten
other ships, bearing 095°(T), distant 500 miles from Tacloban*, (Contact C).

•Since this contact was well to the eastward and beyond the range of
his attack planes, he gave this report only limited attention. He was
more interested in contacts nearby and primarily in those made by his
own planes.

Shortly after this he received two W10in contact reports from his
SECOND Air Division reconnaissance planes on two separate task groups
to the eastward of Leyte Gulf as follows:

(a) Three carriers and five other ships, bearing 090 0 (T), di3tant
400 kilometers (216 miles) from -aravia (NW Negros), course 090°(T)-"
(Contact E);

Vi':e k-LrIral Matointt Ugaki, IJN (C ,PATDIV 1), Personal Wiary
3kS•N3O2&', Nippon Thuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha (Tokyo, March i5th,
""1953), 'olume 11,

* 1 •c-cumeuLs from fi e of leutena-nt. Colonel Kat.suo Sato, IJA, Staff

Officer, 14TH Air Army, Department of the Army, Historical Division,

ki• crol'l~m k•-7
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(b) Five carriers and seven other xhips, bearing 0900 (T), distant
160 kilometers (eighty-six milos) from Tacloban, course 3000 (T)*
(Contact D).

Although the reported composition of both of these contacts was in
erTor, since 'v,)h zZ t~ht task groups sighted were actually escort--
ratoher than re &ý3-cai-rier groups with six escort carriers per group,
the locat-ons given waox- roaxonably accurito. Contact E appears to
have bea on ', ,^.U.2 and Contact D on TU 77.43.

WHETIMR OR hOT fi riALIFZ THAT THE CARIRIERS REPORTED WERE, IN FACT,
AESCOT CARRIETS 13 NOT Y'YWN BUT THE V7ID9NCE IS TO THE CONTRARY SINCE
THE S•EP= WAS F .)OPA)CAST ViThOUT CHANGE. EVIDETLY, THE AiIY PILOTS
HiD NOT BEEN ADEQUATELY TRAINED IN IDENTIFICATION.

At about 0937 n6 received a report, that at 0907 there were "no
carriers sighted 1,q Leyte Gulf, eighty transports"** (Contact F). This
report was fr,= one of his rtconnaissance planes.

Whdile the report vas correct in that there were no carriers in the
gulf, it was jmicorrect as eogar2d tbe eighty transports for at this time
there were but twenty transports theie.

However, if all of the quppo,-t shipping other than LST' s, were
included, this flgure would be forty-nine (seventeen APA's, three AP's,
eight AKA's, four AK'L, s'ir XAK's, three LSD's, two LSV's and six AGC s),
and, if the ninety-five IST' s were included as well, this figure would
be 144.

Therefore, the f'igukr eighty, if it was meant to be fairly accurate,
was far from correct but, if it was meant to be merely an Indication of
many, it was sufficiently accurate to idircate to C.G. F•tfi!] Air Army
and to other conmvkuds (CinC Combined Fleit, Comteander FIRST Striking
Force. Com.martder Main Force, among others) that. unilo.din• operations of
considerable consequonce were stiili underway. This in;formation was of
great value to his Covruuvndtir SECOND Air Div131on fcr he had ordered that
ccnmardeer to re.itrict his atticks to enemy 9hips other than warships and
here were at least eiy;hty suitable targets."*

* Document.-i from hiuo iueatChnIKatsuo SatO, IJlA, Staff
Officer, 4TH Air A•n-y, Department -f the ArTy, Hi•torical Division,

_ lDaily Record of (.he War Situat. tov, - 4TH Air Army, GHJQ, FEC, Special
Historical Collection, 'u--i" w, t)ocuments to General of the Army
Doui]gPs MacArthur'ts Hi:ýtorical Hei ort -in Alliod Operations in the
Southwest Pacific Area (Item 4, -.'-,otlocker 10 of 10, 'iWPA Series,
volvnwe IT).

. ~C.G, 4TH Air Army i'i-;patch No. t"4)(6, October 21st, 1944, D)ocuments
MI r rc e file of LieutnanL ro I - ±at.-uu ,:1-ato, IJA, Staff Officer,

4T11 Air ArW, Departmeit of the Armyt Iiistorical Uivision
M icr'fkim H•-7.
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Soon thereafter, he received, through the navy, a report from a
Manila search plane. This report was of a contact at 0920 on two
carriers, two battleships, and several other ships, bearing O070(T),
distant 330 miles from Manila,* (Contact G).

Throughout the afternoon, he received no further contact reports
but did receive a dispatch through the navy amplifying the above
contact .**

Shortly thereafter, he was requested to comply with the Chief of
Staff Combined Fleet' s dispatch instructions to the Combined Fleet
that, subsequent to 1200 October 24th, air and ground units in the
Philippines attack only carriers and transports unless positively
identified as an enemy task force.*** Although, as pointed out earlier,
his chief of staff had advised the Chief of Staff SECOND Air Division
on the preceding day that "attack targets will be restricted to enemy
ships other than warships",**** it seems likely that he cautioned his
comand again as desired by CinC Combined Fleet.

During the day, since he was still at Manila, he likely learned from
naval sources that (a) (1) the FIRST Striking Force had been separated
into two units; i.e., the Main Body to pass through San Bernardino
Strait and the THIRD Section to pass through Surigao Strait, and (2)
thbse two units had already sortied, the former in the forenoon, the
latter in the afternoon, and were following a definite plan, which plan
undoubtedly was made available to him, and (b) the SECOND Striking Forea
was to enter Surigao Strait after the THIRD Section. He also learned,

from his own planes as well as from navy sources, that the planes of

the SIXTH Base Air Force which had been moving down all day were doing
so witnout any Allied opposition whatsoever.

In the afternoon or evening-the tine -,f pr-omulgation is not
indicated-tvhe received SECOND Air Division Operation Order A-207.***kA'
This order was called, "Plan of General Offensive in Leyte Annihilation

Vice Admiral Matome Ugaki, 1JN TG(.bATDIV 1), Personal Diary S1,N&OROKU,
Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha (Tokyo, March 15th, 1.953,) Vclume
11; also Appended Chart III, Enemy Fleet Dispositions on October 22nd,
19%4, Detailed Action Report Main Force, .I1O No. I Operation, OctoberS20th - 29th, 1944, 4DC Document 1.1005, NA 1-1744.

S** Clark Air Base Dispatch 221606 October 1944 Lo Major Commander-, War
Diary ik.SRON 1.0, October 1944, wiC Document 161638, NA 11739.

** *1 CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 42t6'l" October 1944 to all Fleet and
Squadron Commanders, Ws'r Diary 61.3T Air Flotilla, October 1944, WDC
Document 161643, NA 122ý(2)

* 4 4TH Air Army Operation Order No. A-518, 1000 October 2ýst, 1944,
Documents from the file of Lieutenant Colonel Katsuo ,ato, !JA, 3taff
Officec, 4TH Air Arm,, Department of the Army, Historical D)ivisiun,
Microfilm HLb-7.

*•** 2ND Air Division Operation Order A-207, October 2nc1 1044, Documents
from the file of Lieutenant Colonel Katsuo Sato, 1JA, Staff Officer •111
Air ArmLn, Department of the Army, tPistorical i)ivision Microfilm H15-,7.
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Battle", and was the supporting plan of C.G. 3ECOND Air Division to
FOURTH Air Army Operation Order A-518 issued the day before.* Because
of its importance, its provisions are summarized:

(1) The dIvision with attached reinforcements was to commit its
entire strength to annihilate enemy shipping in and around Leyte Gulf
con•encing tentatively in the early morning of October 24th. "THE
OBJECTIVE WILL BE TO DESTROY 100 SPIPS BY THE END OF THE SECOND DAY.
FOR THIS PURPOSE THE DIVISION WILL THOROUGCLY APPLY THE PRINCIPLE OF
ONE PLANE FOR ONE SHIP."

(2) (a) Deploymznt was tv be completed by the evening of October 23rd
with forces cencentrated in the Bacolod area except for light bombers
at Lipa and heavy bombers at Clark, (b) reconnaissance was to commence on
the morning of October 23rd and to use radar equipped bombers for night
reconnaissance.

(3) Attack operations: (a) first day, were to commence in the early
morning of October 24th with an attack in full strength followed by a
second attack in two waves, each to consint of approx-imately half the
strength available from the airplanes reti !ning from the first attack
exclusive of the heavy bomber force. The hird attack was to be in full
strength (all available) during the evening. This was to be followed
by a night attack to be carried out in waves throughout the aight by
elements of heavy bombers, light bombers, and attack planes; (b) second
day, were to continue with a full strength attack in the early morning
of October 25th followed by continuous attacks in successive waves
without interruption; (c) both days, were to include surprise attacks by
simall numbers of aircraft prior to the first attack on October 24th and
thereafter between each attack.

(4) General instructions: (a) to employ th, main fighter itrength
to maintain control of the air during attacks as a primary tactic, but
to employ small composite units consisting of fighters and other types
if called for by the situation; (b) to pr-ide the greatest degree of
air protection prior to take-off of attack forces, but to include
dsfennive patrols aG night as well. Also, depending on the weather or
other circumstances, to execute surprise attacks employing a small
number of specially designated units.

(5) Commander THIRTIETH Fighter Group was to be charged with the
responsibility for air protection of bases and interception.

(6) An annex to the order indicated the strength anticipatbd for
the initial attack on Orct-' •-ý 4th as (a) two radar equipped bombxers,
for night radar searchi ,[ieo land recoruaiasance planes for

S4Thi Air Army Operation 0.'der A-518, I10C Oct•ber 2_st, 1944, Documents
fr(om fi e of lieutenant (,ooroei Kr.tmo ;at•) [JA, 3Staff Officer, 4TH
Air Army, Department of the Army, flistoricaL Division Microfilm HM-7.
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reconnaissance imnediately before the attack, and three to four fighters
as a preliminary small scale dawn strike, and (b) ar attack force of 100
fighters and sixty-four other types, which included nine heavy bombers.

WHILE THIS ORDER CONFORMED CWSELY WITH C.G. FOURTH AIR ARMY'S BASIC
ATTACK ODER (A-518) ISSUED THE DAY BEORE, AND WHILE THE MANNER OF
MAKING ATTACKS SM LOGICAL, THERE IS ONE STATJMENT THEREIN; I.E., THS
STATMWENT THAT T4E OBJECTIVE WILL BE "TO DESTROY 100 SHIPS BY THE END OF
THE SECOND DAY. FOR THIS PURPOSE THE DIVISION WILL 'rHOROUGHLY APPLY THE
PRINCIPLE OF ONE FCANE FOR ONE SHIP", WHICH, BASED ON THE FACTORS OF
SUITABILITY, FEASIBILITY AND ACCEPTABILITY, IS RECOGNIZABLY FAR FROM
FEASIBLE. THIS IS SO FOR, IN THIS OPERATION TO DATE, THE JAPANESE NAVY
HAD LAUNCHED HUNDREDS OF PLANES AGAINST ALLIED SHIPPING WITH ONL.Y LIMITED
SUCCESS, AND, WHILE THE ARd(Y HAD ONLY LAUNCHED LUK-T= ATTACKS, THE
RESULTS !AD ALSO BEEN OF LIMITED SUCCFSS.

Based on their experience of three years of war, the Japanese air
commanders "ust have known weli that they were unable to accomplish this
objective and. that, even if they gained surprise and even if they employed
Kamikaze tactics (which at this time had not been adopted by the arvy
as it had not been fully tested), their percentage of hits would be low.
ft, then, did they issue this directive? While the answer can only be
conjectured, it seems probable that it was psychological--the fact that
it was included was to indicate to the subordinate commanders that the
High Comuand considered that the pilots were capable of accomplishing it.
This would improve morale.

As the day passed on C.G. FOURTH Air Army closel: followed the (a)
arrival of the various units of the SIX.11 Base A'r Fcrce as well as their
conmwaner in the Philippines, and (b) the a rTiva. f his scheduled
reinforcements.

As regards item (a), he knew that, ali thotgh these units were arriving
4 without any interferenice "rau the Allien, (1) those which had arrived

during full daylight had had little difliculty in finding the correct
landing fields, but (2) those which had flown just before sundown (a
large number of planes flew in at this time) had caused considerable
confusion in the air traffic and some had landed at other than their
scheduled fields. even on FOURTH Air Armz fields! 1his was, in part,
because both navy and army reirforcement aircraft had arrived in the
Clark area at about the same time and, ir some cases, on the same field.
For example, at bamban, a field assigned to the sI.TH Base Air Force,
where army planes had arrived at the same t'me as the navy planes, three
out of twenty-nine navy aircraft had been h,,avily damaged on landing* and
at Angeles Field a navy plane had collided w ith an army plane which was
making a forced landing.h Hc aiPo knew that at 17!00 Commander SIXTH Baie

* War Diary 203RD Air Group, October 944-. WDG Documxnt 161633, NA 12464.
* War Diary 701ST Air Group, October ist - 31st, 1944, WMC Document

160258, NA 12592.
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.I, Fcrze had landed in the Philippines and had established his head-
quarters in Manila.

As regards item (b), he noted that his reinforcoments were arriving
as planned. By midnight about sixty-one planes had arrived consisting of
(1) nineteen heavy bomber (twin-engine land attack) planes of the FOURTFAXTH
Air Regiment which landed at one of the Clark fields; (2) possibly
seventeen fighter planes of the TFW MTITH Air Regiment which landed at
Bamban; (3) twenty fighter planes of the FIRST Air Regiment and five fighter
planes of the ELUVFnTH Air Regiment which landed at Del Carmen (Luzon).*

During the day he received report5 which indicated that (a) the
Philippine: ned '-een attacked by a total of 189 planes of which eighty-six
were land-based planes,* (b) eleven of his own aircraft had attacked
shipping in Leyte Gulf with limited success and had lost one plane** (This
latter plane may have been the one in the vicinity of the northern tip of
Dinagat Island claimed destroyed by CTG 77.0),0* and (c) La Carlota
airstrip had been attacked by Allied aircraft,***-* and one plane destroyed.
Since there is no mention of this plane in the Japanese reports avcilable
to this analysis, it may have been a dummy- plane.

Thus he knew that, because of the above attac~ks, he had lost one and
possibly two planes, and therefore, since he had comnenced the day with
thirty-seven operational planes, had lost one plane (possibly two), and
had received. about sixty-one planes, he now had a total of about ninety-
seven operational planes. (In a. 'iving- at this figure, it is assumed
that all sixty-one planes which h!ýd newly arrived continued to be
operational.)

It is of course, possible that additicr~al planes arrived on this day
since the number arriving was more than doubled on the following day but
the information thereon is meager.

914Dai5y Recor of the War Situation, rTH Air Arne, GHQ, FoC, Special: Histori(cal Collection, Supporting Documents to General of the Army
S~Douglas MacArthur's Historical Report on Allied Operations in the
S.Southwest Pacific Area (Item 4, Footlocker 10 of 10, SWPA Series,

Volume 1I).
Attached Sheet #17j to Philippine Air Operatilons, Phase 11, 1944 -

i, 191*5, _U;T Demobilization Bureau, Monograph, Jap,9nese Goverrnuent,
October 1946, Volume 46, Fart 1 (Colonel Misao Matsu-ae, ex-lJA).

• • Aircraft Action Report No. 71, VF 35, October 2•2jt, 1944.
S•War Diary VP13 101, October ý2rvl 1944o



OOMSOWESPAC

October 23rd

(A) Operations of (WSOWESPAC.

(WX0LPAC, in the NASHVIL•E with the flagship group, continued on his
night retireamt in the eastern portion of Leyte Gulf.*

Saetime after midnight he received contact -.,ports (quoted in full
under "Operations of CTF 17, October 22nd") on Japanese shipping healing
on southerly courses toward the Manila - Coron Bay area as followse: (a)
at 0005 on three destroyers,e** (b) at 0106 on four large ships ard three
additional ships at 0630 the preceding day,** (a) at 0344 two heavy
cru&iers and three destroyers.NNNN

It seems very likely that at 0435 (when it was received by CTF 79) he
received a dispatch from COMTHIRDFLT to CTF 38 directing that commender
to proceed immediately with TG 38.3 toward a rendezvous for 0600 October
24th (Latitude 150-00'N, Longitude 1230-301E) aid among other items, to
search that afternoon to the westvard to cover as much of the Sibuyan Sea
as practicable.*"" Since this was in accordance with (a) his dispatch
to COOI'DFLT wherein he had atated that he considered it essential and
paramount that CMTHIRDFLT cover his operations,**a * (b) CINOPAC's die-
patch instrections to OOMTHIRDFIT to continue to cover the SOWESPAC opera-
tioro,*1***S* and (c) COMTHIRDFLTts dispatch of the previous day expressing
hope of "swinging some blows in support",******N* he likely felt gratified
that COMTHIRDIT was acting so rapidly to implement these dispatches.

Except for these contacts his retirement was uneventful until 0520 when
he rebeived from the submrine DARTER a report of three probable battleships
in Palawan Passage heading on course 040&(T), speed eighteen knots.*******

At 0615 the INASHVILLE, screened by BUSH and ABNER READ, left the flag-
ship group and headed for the anchorage off RED Beach where she anchord at
0742.*

* Wr Diary NAShVILLE, October 23rd, 1944.
** DRM Dispatch 221037 October 1944 to CTF 17, 5AWFISH and ICEFISH.

SHARK Dispatch 221410 October 1944 to CTF 17, info (GM3RDFLT.
ICEFISH Dispatch 221301 tOctober 1944 to CTF 17.
(003RDFLT Dispatca 221722 October 1944 to CGF 38, info all con-
cerned with SOWESPAC operations, OORINCH, CIN(I>AC, all TFC1s and
TGC's 3RDFLT.

S****- (MS0WESPAC Dispatch 212240 October 1944 to O(N3RDFLT, info
(CMINCH, CIN(POA, OolS U.S. Army, C7TF's 77, 78, C'; 38.1.

"•==: CINGPAC Dispatch 211852 Octber 1944 to CC43HIDFLT, info (X)MINh2i,
WKMS OWSP AC.

**** CM3F3DFLT Dispatch 200005 October 1944 to CDKOWWESPAC, info GTF
77, CINCPOA and XOMiNCH.

******~** DARTER Dispatch 221725 October 1941 to MTIF 71.
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At 0625 he received a second1 disj tch from the DARTER amplifying the
enemy composition to at least rime ships with five on the near side of two
heavles* and at 0758 a third dispatch amplifying the previous report to
eleven shipa.**

It seems likely that although he man highly interested in the above con-
tact reports and noted that their presence supported his estimate that AMlUed
shipping at this time was subject to raiding enemy elements both air a& sur-
face, he nevertheless left this matter to the competence of his naval and air
conmiders.

Meanwhile, since he ws to install the Philippine Civil Government at
noon, which was a matter of world-wide importance, it appears probable that
he was busily engaged in insuring that the preparations being made were corm-
plote.

In this connection it seems wise to point out here that the President of
the PhilippinesW** was in the BLUE RIDGE and it ws COMSOWESPAC's plan, at
noon in the Philippiiie Commonwealth Building at Tacloban, to install the
Philippine Commonwealth Government at which time Tacloban (thE. capitol of
Leyte) was to be named the provisional capitol pending the recapture of
Manila.**mw As a matter of interest, the plan us for the Philippine
government to take over the civil administration of the (a) municipal
governments, (b) then, of the provincial governments, and (a) finally, of
the national administration.*0'***

At 0923, referring to OONNAVGPYCHINA's cdispatch 190441 to CINCPAC (re-
addressed to COMTHIRDFLT), he advised COXNAVGRPCHINA that he desired that
the TIU1TEJTH Air Force searches in the SouLh China Sea be continued until
long range air searches from Leyte cov-d be established about November 30th.
In this connection it uill be recalled that (a) in CCIO4VGRPCHINA's dispatch
above referred to CC*MNAVGRPCHINA had requested information for C.G. FOJR-
TEENTH Air Force as to how long the FOURTEENTH Air Force would be required
to provide search planes over the northern half of the South China Sea,******
and (b) OOMTHIRDFLT had answered, in part, that he could not at this time
estimate the duration of this requirement.*******

I DARTER Dispatch 221850 October 1944 to CTF 71.
** DARTER Dispatch 222025 October 1944 to CTF 71.

President Sergio Osmena.
CTF 77 Dispatch 220814 October 1944 to CIT' 79; al.io George C.
Kenney, "General Kenney Reports" (New York, 1949), Page 453.

*~*** Statement of Brigadier General Carlos P. Romulo, Resident Conmmis-
sioner for the Philippine Commonwealth Government to the United
States, October 2]st, 1$44, at (OMSOW.SPAC Advance Headquarters In
Leyte (The New York Times, October 22nd, 1944, Section 1, Page 5).

**** )GOMNAVGRPCHINA Dispatch 190441 October 19,44 to CINCPOA (Headdressed
by CINCPAC to OX)3hDFLT, tnfo CTF 38, '14WOWESPAC as CINCPAC 1908k56).

******* C(XM3RDFLT Dispatch 1913T7 October 1944 to CINCPOA, info CTF 38,
CýOMSO WF SPA C.
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Why OUNS0MSPAC decided to reopen this question is not cLear, but it.
seem probable that about thi s time he realized the continuing limportance
of the South China Sea searches and decided to establish such searches from
Leyte when possible. Therefore, he wisely decided to alert C.G. FOURTEENTH
Air Force to this fact and to inform that coamand that he (COMSOWESPAC)

iould require these searches for some time; i.e., until November 30th.

(1) Operations of OCKSRVENTHFLT, 0000 - 1042 October 23rd.

During the day COMSEVENTHFLT took no unusual action either as COM-
SEVENThFLT or in his capacity as CARF S(WSAC in so far as the Leyte opera-
tion was concerned. However, his headquarters at Ilollandia continued to
exercise (a) control of all SEViMTHFLT operations, other than those directly
connected with KING II, and (b) routine administration of the SEVENTHFLT.

It is assumed that these headquarters received most, if not all, of
the dispatches relating to the operation and acted as necessar7 mr those
items which fell to that headquarters. About the only dispatch of conse-
ouence sent during the forenoon ms one to CTF 71 advising that (a) a life-
guard submarine was not now needed at Balikpapan, and (b) stating that CM-
SUETNTHFLT had requested CAAF SOM'SPAC to give four days advance notice to
CCISEVENTHFLT and CTF 71 if he planned to strike Balikpapan and required a
lifeguard submar ine.*

CCI4SEVENTfFLT, of course, received all of the dispatches which he
received as CTF 77; and therefore, he was familiar with the developing
situation and of the actions being taken by all commands. He appears to
have taken no direct action thereon bat, instead, to have employed them as
factors in his running estimate.

(a) Operations of CTF 77 (Central Philippines Attack Force),
0000 - 1042 October 23rd.

At the beginning of the day CTF 77, embarked in the WASATCH,
continued his umaal night retirement in the eastern portion of Leyte Gulf
with his flagship group (TG 77.1) consisting, as heretofore, of the WASATCH,
NASHVILLE, (C(SOWESPAC embihark-, BUSH, ABNE READ, A*M, and MULLANY.

In view of certain contacts which he had received on the previ-
ous day, notably (a) DARTER' s report on three ships in Dangerous Ground, one
of which dimly seen might be a battleship,** and (b) SWADRAGON' s report on
one large calrier (CV) and four unidentified ships to the westward of Luzon
Strait,*** he was somewhat concerned over the significance, if any, of these
contacts for it will be recalled that he had anticipated enemy air and

:* C 7OMTTHFLT Dispatch 230011 October 1944 to CTF 71, info CAAF SOW&PAC,
C.G.'s 5TH aM 13TH Air Forces.

S* DARTER Dispatch 212359 October 1944 to CTF 71.
*-** SEADRAGON Dispatch 212140 October 1944 to CTF 17.
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surface raids against his Leyte for-es and as yet, except for minor air
strikes (largely of single planes), Japanese reaction had been extremely
light. However, since he still had some transports and many LST's to un-
load from his forces presently in the area and would have TG 78.7, with
its thirty-three LST's and twenty-four Liberty ships additional to unload,
which group would enter Leyte Gulf that evening,* it seems probable that
he watched the contact reports very closely.

His interest in the movements of enemy surface forces to the
westward of the Philippines undoubtedly increased somewhat when he received
(a) at 0005 a dispatch from the DRUM reporting that at 1745 the previous
day she had contacted in Latitude 19°-33 1N, Longitude i18*-52'E three
ASASHIO-class destroyers on course 1.80(T), speed twenty-five knots,**
(Plate XXXIX) (Contact 3) and (b) at O0O6 a contact report from the SHARK
to the eff3ct that she was amplifying an earlier contact report for which
she had received no acklnowledgement and reporting that (1) at 0630 the
previous day, she had contacted fonr large ships and three additional ships
on course 1900 (T), speed twenty-two knots (Contact 1) and (2) the SEADRAGON
had claimed two timed hits in the carrier*** and (c) at 0344 a report from
the IGFU"ISH to the effect that at 0930 the previous day in Latitude 190-44HN,
Longtude l80-l'E she had sighted two heavy cruisers (CA) and three
destroyers (DD) on course 160o(T), speed sixteen knots (Contact 2) anrl had
been unable to close.*"** What he thought of these contacts is not known,
but it seems probable that he recognized contacts (b) and (c) above as one
and the same and most likely as the Japanese SECOND Striking Force.

At 0435 he received, as an information addressee, a dispatoh
from COMTHIRDFLT to CTF 38 quoted in full under "Opmrations of COMTHIRDFLT
0000 - 1042 October 23rdn, which in part directerd CTF 38 with TG 38.3 to
(a) proceed Immediateiy to arrive in position aby)ut ninety miles due east
r~f Pct4.ilto 1sland by 0600 the following morning (b) extend this afternoon's
vearch to westward to cover as much of the Sibuyari Sea as prýicticable (c)
leave WASHINGTON, ALABAMA and DESDIV ONE HUNDRED at Point COND(OR to rendez-
voos with CTG 38.4 as previously directed and (d) advised that CTG 38.2
would join upon completion of fueling.*****

Since (a) it was clear that these new searches, from the view-
point of the forces in Leyte Gulf, were a marked improvement over the
searches previously ordered from Area CONDOR in that the latter would only
cover the waters between Area (ONkJA through an arc well short of the east
coast of Luzon, whereas the new searches scheduled for the next morning

* Action Report CTG 78.7, Central Philippines Operation, Serial 017-•,
November 10th, 191044

** DRUM Dispatch 221037 October 1944 to CTF 17 info SAWFISH, ICEFISH.
* SHARK Dispatch 221-410 October 1944 to CTF 17.
SICEFISH Dispatch 221301 October 1914 to CTF 17 info C(M7THFLT.
****�~ OM3RDFLT Dispatch 221752 October 1941 to (TF 38 info (OMINCH,

CINCPAC, All TFC's and TC' 3RDFLT, All concerned SOWESPAC
Operations.
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would eibrace the water.s about 1,00 siles to the entward of Luzon and Mindoro
including Coron Bay and therefore should discover any Japanese units of con-
sequence moving in that direction and (b) it showed that COMTHIRDFLT (1i was
alert to the possibilities inherent in the situation developing in the waters
to the west of the Philippines, and (2) in accordance vrith CINCPOA's instruc-
tions to provide cover and support, was making the searches necessary to the
accomplishment of this task, CTF 77 viewed the new search plans with satis-
faction.*

At 0520 he received a contact report from CTF 71 forwarding the
DARTER's Ho. 6 reporting that at 0200 in Latitude 08°-281N, Longitude 1160-
30'E she had sighted three probable battleships on course 040(T), speed
eighteen kncts with radar pips at 34,000 yards.**

%hether or not he considered that these three probable battleships
were the three ships which had been last contacted by the DARTER in Dangerous
Ground on the previous day is not known, but it seems clear that these two
reports gave every indication that battleships were now operaling in the
vicinity of Palawan Passage. Since he knew from his intelligeioe that six
Japanese battleships had been in the Singapore - Brunei area with the FIRST
Striking Force, it can be estimated that he now had reason to believe that
either this force, or certain major units of it, had now moved into the
Palawan Passage area. If this was his opinion it was correct for these three
battleships wmre part of the Main Body, FIRST Stx-Lking Force.

At 0615 the NASHVILLE, BUSH and ABNER READ (TU 77.1.2) left the
Flagship troup to proceed to the vicinity of RED Beach.*** The WASATCH then,
with CTF 77 on board (escorted by the AMMEN and MULLANY), proceeded toward
the Northern Transport Area.*4 1 *

At 0625 he received a report from the DARTER (Serial Seven-her
second report) that at 0300 the enemy was in Latitude 080-37'N, Longitude
l160-371E and consisted of nine ships, five medium on near side of two
heavies, with many radars, course 039 (T), speed fifteen knots-*-* (Contact
5).

FOCR SOME REASON NOT EXPLAINED HE CONSIDERED THIS FORCE TO BE
SENTIRERY SEPARATE FRCM THE THREE BATTESHIIPS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED. THIS IS

STROM FOR THE WOLF PACK COMMANDER IN THE DARTER, IN ORDER TO AVOID CON-
FUSION, HAD LISTED THE CONTACT RPMORTS AS "SECOND" AND UTHIRD" REPORTS,
HOPING THEEBY TO CONVEY THE FACT THAT THEY ,WEREh ON THE SAME FORCE. HOWEVER,
IT IS C£AR THAT THIS METHOD WAS NOT SUCCESSFUL FOR, AS WILL BE SHOWN LATER,

* Statement of Admiral Thomas C. Kiakaid, USN(Ret), (Formerly CT "77)
to Commodore R.W. Bates, USN(Ret), Head, World War II Battle Nvalus-
tion Group, Naval War College, May 16th, 1957.
CTF 71 Dispatch 221923 October 1944 to CINCPAC, C.G.'s 5TH and 6tH
Air Forces, C(M3RDFLT and All TFC's 3RDFLT, CTF 17.

S**• War Diary NASHVILLE, October 23rd, 1944.
•*** War Diary WASATCH, October 23rd, 1944.
W**"~ DARTER DispWatch 221850 October 1944 to Radio Perth.
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cr) 77 BESIEVED THAT IN THE PALAWAN PASSAGE AREA HE NOW HAD WONTA=TS ON TWO
FORCES OF T1'E OOMPOSITION INDICATED ABOVE.

FF04 THESE TWO FORCtS., AND FROM THE FORCE OR 1ORGRS REPCRTED
PREVIOUSLY BY SUBMARINES AS COMING DOWN FROM THE NORTH, HE COULD READILY
SEE THAT H&24Y COUNTERACTION OF SCME TYPE WAS UNDERWAY.

At 0707 he found it necessary, owing to the extreme distance
involved, to deny C.G. FIFTH Air Force's request for carrier fighter escort
for a rescue PBY.* This is discussed fully under "Operations of C.G. FIFTH
Air Force, 0000 - 1042 October 23rd".

At 0732 he directed CTF 79, in part, to be prepared to take
casualties aboard COMFORT between 1300 and 1500.**

At 0745 he received a dispatch from the DARTER (DARTERI a Serial
Six) on three battleships at 0200 which she was chasing.*** He had already
received the information contained therein at 0520 in CTM 'a's 221.923.

At 0755 (when it was received by CX4THIRDFLT) he received in-
telligence from CINCPAC to the effect that Commander SECOND Striking Force
had requested that an oiler be dispatched to Coron Bay to arrive at about
0230 and to stand by to refuel his command.

At 0758 he received (a) the DARTERM's third report (Serial Eight)
estimating, in part, a minfumam of eleven ships on the same course and
speed,**** (Contact 6) and (b) but three minutes later, CT7 71's report of
the same contact vvin additional information as follows: enemy position
0300 Latitude O8§--37'N, Longitude l160 -37'E, course 0390(T), speed fifteen
knots, many radars.**-**

He now commenced estimating the situation with renewed vigor.
How he accomplished this reestimate is not known since his thoughts at the
time are not available to this analysis. However, it seems likely, from the
dispatch which he sent several hours later, that his thought processes were
about as follows:

(a) He knew that there were a relatively large number of Japanese
combatant ships heading toward the Coron Bay - Manila area (Plates XXXIII and
XXXIX), among the most important being;

* CTF 77 Dispatch 222207 October 1944 to C,,G. 5TH Air FIrce, CTG 73.7,
SAN CARLOS.
C1CTF 7T Dispatch 222332 Ouuober 1944 to CTF 7.

*** DARTER Dispatch 221725 October 1944 to CTF 71.
**** DARE Dispatch 222025 October 1944 to CTF 71.
**"m CTF 71 Dispatch 222218 October 1944 tu all Coammnders and TC'sa

3RD and 7TH Fleets, info CINCPAC, CTF 17, C.G.'s 5TH and 13TH Air
Forces.
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(I) From the north, the Japanese SECOND Striking Force as
well, as poosibly another group which reportedly had had a carrier torpedoed

(2) from the south, two groups, one consisting of three
probable battleships, the other of eleven ships with many radars.

(b) He knew from the report of the COD on the previous day that,
the anticipated aircraft reinforcements were moving into Luzon. Although
this is the only report on this matter available to this analysi 3 it seems
probable that he had (1) other reports of aircraft movements, or (2) in-
telligence thereon, or estimated from the genaral nature of the situation
that this mould be so.

(c) Since he had (1) information to the effect that the Mair.
Force and/or its Supply Force had sortied from the Inland Sea but had not
been reported by Allied submarines or aircraft, and (2) contact reports
over several days on several carriers in the South China Sea, it seems likely
Lhat he estimated that these carriers were likely from CRUDIVIs THRE and
FOUR and were planning to support the operations of the surface forces from
that sea. (It will be recalled that CtTWHI1DFLT on October 20th had srated
that the South China Sea might become a vital area.)

(d) He had intelligence which showed that oilers might be in the
Coron Bay area (which intelligence had been affirmed that morning) and for
that reason had earlier requested air strikes against Coron Bay and its
environs.

(e) Since these forces were much stronger than had been reported
heretofore, the question now arose as to how the Japanese planned to employ
them. He decided that they were planning to make Tokyo Express runs against
Leyte in much greater strength than had heretofore been contemplated. (It
4il be recalled that previous Tokyo Express run estimates limited them
zj+,rgely to cruisers and destroyers.) Thmre are no indications of where he

t!,-Aght the troops were to be landed, but it seems likely that he estimated
• 1 (1) the greatest number would be headed for th!, Ormoc area of western

Lyl~e •snce in his original intelligence estimates he stated, RIt is possible
thbat the Japanese may attempt to utilize Oynoc as a port for reinforcements
and/or evacuation",** and (2) others might -e hmaded for easten, Leyte

* -rin- ýhe past few days he had received ,nte.ligence which could have
led him to believe that there may ha"'e bcan at sea in the Formosa -
PhIJ4ppinsts area a larger force of which the 2ND Striking Force was a
part, aKi whi ch, in addition to the units of the 2ND Striking Force
(C1UDIV W;NTY-ONE and DESRON ONE), included two battleships (FUSO and
YAHASHIfLO), DEF'ON ar7vYI4, Rnd -robablv CARD IV' s THREE and FOUR.
(Actually this intelligence was erroneous for the only force at sea
in this area was the 2ND Striking Force (CRUDIV 21 and DEAiRON 1)).

* CANF SOWFZPAC Operation PL-n No. 13-444, Serial W0022A, September 26th,
1944, Annrtx M.
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trIOuh iao Strait. (This matter is discussed more •lly later in thin

(W) It became important to disrupt these operations and, if
possible, to destroy the Japanese ships. Sivce he clearly did not have
the forces available to acooWUsh this--TG 77.4 was heavily engaged in
other operations--he decided that he should ask for assistance. But from
whom? Sinee the Japanese forces could best be attacked by aircraft, he
decided to request this assistance from OOKTHIRDFLT, who he knew was already
alert to the developing situation, and from 0.G.'O FIFTH and THIRTEENTH Air
Forces.

He therefore commnced preparing a dispatch to this effect which
dispatch he hoped to have ready when CTF 79 arrived. (CTF 79 was reporting
on board shortly for further transportation via KTB to Tacloban where at
noon the President of the Philippines would be installed.)

At 0800 he observed the Replenishment Group (TU 77.7.1) enter
the area and anchor in the desigated anchorage off Liberanan Head. He
Likely was pleased at their safe arrival and at the correctness of his
decision to bring them into the gulf rather than to allow them to operate
outside the gulf as originally planned. Now he would have Iis eombatant
forces close at hand at all times whereas, under the former plan, his con-
batant forces would havG had to depart the gulf for reaupply.

Sometime after 0800 he received a dispatch from CTF 79 listing
the units of TF 79 and TU 77.2.2 present in the area.*

At 0920 he requested CTF' s 78 and 79 to provide an operation
summary as of 1000 daily jntil further notice,**

At 0930 he received, as an information addressee, C'TG 77.2's
visual dispatch to C=DSRON FIFiA-SIX concerning ammnition replenishment
for his destroyers from the KAZAMA and DURHAM VICTORT.I**

At 0940 the WASATCH anchored in the Northern Transport Area.*

At 1015 (approximately) he received CTG 77.2's visual dispatch
to the LOUISVILLE and MINNAPLIS concerning amiunition replenishment from
the MAZAMA and DURHAM VICTOY.RT

He was pleased to see that 'eplenishment activities for his
forces in the gulf were progressing satisfactorily. His forces had been

* C TF 79 Dispatch 222300 October 19A4 to CTF 77 (Delivered Fiim)
** CTF 77 Dispatch 230020 October 1944 to CTF's 78, 79.
•*• CTG 77.2 Visual Dispatch 222145 October 1944 to CONDESRON 56, info

CTF's 77, 79, MAZAMA and DURHAM VICTOR!.
* War Diary WASATCH October Wjzy, 1944.

S*~** CTG 77.2 Visual Dispatch 222135 October 1944 to LOUI:VIJ)I, 1,LA-
POLLS, Info DURHAM VICTOR!, CTF's 77, 79.
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steadily expending fuel and ammunition in support of the landings, and there
had been i twenty-four hour delay in the arrival of tin Replenishment Group
due to changing the replenishment area to within the gulf. With raids by
enenq units becoming more of a possibility because of the increase in enemy
surface contacts, it was imnortant that his ships fill up with fuel and
amiunition.

At about this time-the exact time is not available-CTF 79 re.-
ported on board. CTF 77 then discussed with that commander the situation
developing in the Coron Bay area, the significance of the DARTER contacts
in particular and his (CTF 77's) proposed plan relative thereto.*

As a result of his estivate of the siLuation and of this discus-
sion with CTF 79, he decided that it wuld be wise tc advise all commandern
of his views and to request those additional supporting measures which he
considered necessary to provide adequate security for the current and future
operations at Leyte.

He therefore at 1042 issued the above by dispatch. Owing to its
importance the dispatch is quoted in full as follows:

"I regard the approach of enemy combatant ships and tankers
townrd Coron Bay as the first phase of the build up of magnified Tokyo Ex-
press runs against Leyte. Believe highly probable that a tanker group ar-
rived Coron Bay area between 0200/A 23 and 0300/I 23 for purpose of refueling
major task force ;f enemy fleet which has been assembling for several days in
southern Formosa. Submarine reports indicate three probable battleships
approaching from the southern position to arrive Qaron Bay tonigbt Monday.
Another group of Ui enemy ships with many radars could arrive about the sane
time. There are indications of a concentration of large number of enemy air-
craft in the Luzon area. It is als. very important that early preparations
for enemy operatiors be disrupted. Commander FIFTH Air Force and THIRTEENTH
Air Force requested continue thorough reconnaissance Coron Bay and approach-
ing routes and to strike as practicable day amd night. COMTH]RDFLT requested
strike Coron Bay earliest practicable and exttnd search as far as practicable
to westward and northwestward. Primary objective enemy combat ships and air-
craft. It is possible that enemy carriers will support surface forces and
strike from west of Palawan. TG 77.4 i striking in western Visayas twice

At this point it seems well to look into the background of this
dispatch. It will be remembered that the original Intelligence estimates for
the operation, which had been widely circulated, envisioned that the Japanese

* Statement of Admiral Thomas C. Kinkaid, UBN (Rot) (formierly CTF 77), to
Commodore R.W. Bates, USN(Ret), Head, World War 11 Battle Evaluation
Group, Naval War College, May 16th, 1957.

T* CTF 77 Dispatch 230142 October 19" to (I3RF~lT, C.G.'ts 5TH and 13TH
Air Forces, info all TFC's and TGCOs 3RD and 7TH Fleets, CINC&AC,
ScMINCH, XOIXWMWAC, GAAF SOW.SPAC.
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reaction would most probably fall within the category of limited raids and
"Tokyo Express" operations. Major fleet action, although to be sought, was
not anticipated as a primariy or iumediate result of the initial invasion.
In fact, it was believed ttwt major elements of the Japanese fleet would not
be involved and also that participation by Japanese battleships was not
probable, These considerations certainly formed a background or a foundation
for the thinking of all the Commanders during the course of the Leyte opera-
tion to date, and these considerations would be bound to influence the esti-
mates and the reactions of each of them.

Ctu-rent intelligence in the form of contact reports and scattered
radio intelligence continued to be received by all those Commanders as it be-
came available.

teo In addition to being a Task Force Commander, CTF 77 also occupied
onthe position of the Conimander Allied Naval Forces under CCqSOWESPAC. Develop-

ments in the situation which would warrant a departure from his operation plan
or an extension of, or activation of certain featurea of his operation plan
would only be major changes in the situation. These would normally be em-
pected to be announced as such; and these would be considered as being
directly based upon his running estimate of the situation. The foregoing
dispatch falls within that category. It was designed to be the result of an
estimate of a new situation which was developing and which would shortly face
Allied forces. It could be said to represent the estimate of the Commander
of the comencement of a new phase in the campaign. Consequently, as repre-
sertlng the considered opinion of the Comvmander facing a new situation whose
developments posed a new and potentially grave threat to the execution of
plans for the operation, this dispatch was of great importance to all Allied
forces involved.

Because of the importance of this dispatch, CTF "77 and his Opera-
tions Officer* of the time have been) questioned concerning the matter. It is
of interest that both of them-acting independently-had the same view; i.e.,
that this dispatch was meant to convey something more than simple Tokyo Ex-
press runs. In fact, (a) CTF '"7 stated that he felt that his employment of
the term "Magnified Tokyo Express" was unfortunate in that based on today's
ibmemory he was sure that at the tinme he had visualized operations of greater
scope than Tokyo Express,** and (b) the Operations Officer stated, in part,
"By a 'Magnified Tokyo Express' I am confident that Admiral Kinkaid intended
to imply mich greater enemy capabilities than a mere troop replenishment run";
again "While the written record may Justify the interpretation given in the
portion of the record which I received, of the phrase 'Magnified Tokyo Express
runs against Leyte$, I consider this interpretation too restrictive. I am
convinced that in the conversations held on the morning of the 23rd Admiral
Kinkaid (CTF 77) was keenly aware of the enemy's various capabilities and

• Vice Admiral R.H. Cruzen, USNTh t T (then Captain- ..
•* Statement of Admiral Thomas C. Kinkaid, USN(Ret) (forrmerly CTF 77), to

Commodore R.W. Bates, USM(Ret), Head, World War 11 Battle Evaluation
(Group, Naval War College, May 16th, 1957.

73 3ONLa~r



CTF 77
Octobt 23rd

that he intended 'Tokyo Express rnms' to jic]ude the possibility of a raid
in force against our forces in Leyte Gulf, especially the transports and
landing craft."; and further, "I refer to your interpretation of the pthrase
'Magnified Tokyo Express runs against Leyte$ wdi.ch I believe has been mis-
interpreted by you and quite possibly others."*

SINCE THE GIST OF BOTH OF THESE STATEM94TS IS THAT CTF 77 f
THE TERM "MAGNIFIkI) TOKYO EXPRESS RUNS" MEANT TO IMPLY SOMETHING MORE THAN
TOKYO EXPRESS OPERATIONS PER SE, IT SEEMS WELL AT THIS POINT TO DRAW ATTEN-
IION TO ThE FACT THAT EVWA IF THIS WERE SO IT WOULD NOT NECESSARILY IMPLYj THE SAME THOUGHT TO THOSE WHO RECEIVED iT. SIGi. THE NAVAL WAR C01.T.GEI
ANALYSTS CONSIDERED THIS DISPATCH TO MEAN EXACTLY WHAT IT SAID, IS IT NOT
LKELY THAT THE ACTUAL RECIPIENTS MAY WELL HAVE BEEN OF THE SAME ELIEF?.
THIS 4PHASIZE& THE NECESSITY FOR CLARITY IN PREPARING DIRECTIVES* WHAT
IS CLARITY? "CLARITY DEMAIMS THE USE OF PRECISE EXPRESSIONS SUSCHTIBLE
OF ONLY THE DESIRED INTERPRETATION. NO4ALLY, Tllil AFFIRMATIVE FORM IS
PREFU &LE TO THE NEGATIVE. THE LMPORTANCE OF CLARITY HAS BF7-N SUMMED UP
IN THE SAYING, 'AN ORDER WHICH CAN BE MISUNDERSTOOD WILL BE MISUNDERSTOOD.'
IF MISUNDERSTANDINGS ARISE ON THE PART OF TRAINED SUBORDINATES, THE CHIEF
FAULT OFTEN LIES WITH THE PERSON W1HO ISSUED THE DIIECTIVE."**

What then did CTF 77 mean by his 230142? To discern this
fully, there are two parts of the dispatch vhich require study; i.e., the
first sentence, "I regard the approach of eney combatant ships and L.ankers
toward Coron Bay as the first phase of the build up of magified Tokyo Ex-
press runs against Leyte" and the next to last sentence, "It is possible
that enemy carriers will support surface forces and strike from west of
Palawan".

(a) As regards the first sentence, it seems wise to redefine
here Tokyo Express. This was an operation developed by the Japanese at
Guadalcanal, wherein they endeavored to reinforce that base with grouwd
troops and material, employing combatant ships only. Originally, it was
a high speed operation, fiit later it embraced low speed operations as well.
It was dubbed Tokyo Express because whenever employed, it operated on a
regular schedule.%NN

Acconling to Japanese practice in the past, these Tokyo
V Express runs usually started from the imrov-sed base whose location was

such that (a) it had heasy air i-nd other cover; and (b) that its distance
frow the point of landing of truops and reinforcements would be a

* Lettar from Vice Admiral R.h. Cnizenp 1JN(&T7thn Captain),, to
-Comiodore R.W. Bates, USN(Ret), Head, World War 11 Battle Evalua-
tion Group, Naval War (kllege, May 27th, 1957.

S* Sound i)tlitary Decision, Naval. War College, 1942, Page 186.
,-- Statmemnt of Fleet Admiral William F. Halsey, USN(Ret), who at the

time of the capture of Guadalcanal in 1943 was (OMSOPAC to Commodore
h.W. Bates, USN(Ret), Head, World War II Battle Evaluation Group,
Naval War -11egpp.
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relatively short shottle run which wIld have air cover during the day run,
darkness to unload, arid air cover for the run hack to the security of the
base,

Intel.ligence-Videly disseminated-had indicated the movement
of tankers and possibly other support units to Coron Bay itself and had fur-
thor indicated that it and "harbors in its vlcinity appear to be tighly
likely concentration or fueling aroas for important eigments of the Jap Iloeet
that may attempt to strike against our Leyte forces."*

(Coron Bay was an area sui.te•ly located geographically for
the projection or support of operations such as strikes against the Leyte
forces or Tokyo Express operations.)

Accordingly, it can be safely said that CTF 77 was visualiz-
ing at this time that a Tokyo Express operation fiom the Coron Bay area was
about to commence for the reinforcement of the ground troops. This view is
sustained by three parts of the first 3sntence: (1) ".... aptoroach of enemy
combatant ships and tankers toward Coron bty .... ; (2) n.... the first phase
of the build-up .... "; and (3) ".... magnified Tokyo Express mins .

Does it not seem clear that the employment of the term (a)
"first phase of the build-up" was meant to imply that enemy forces were
gathering for some operation aid that thl.s operation was not to be iemmediate;
"(b) "Coron Bay", was meant to indicate the looation which u`TF 77 estimated
would be the gathering point and fueling area for those forces, and (a)
magnified Tokyo Express runs", ms meant to inply that this operation when
commenced would be a series of Tokyo Express runs in much greater strength
than those composed of cmrisers and destroyeyrs which had been heretofore
anticipated.

In connection with this concept, it is not intend-', -,, iaDlI
here that the operations contemplated were "a mere t i. .p..nisrwhmnt run".
Instead, although the objective was the "reinforcement of the grourn troops
at Leyte", this analysis recogvnizes that the employment of a strong force tc
accomplish this replenishment would bring A-liad reaction in strength and
therefore important battles might, rejult at, each attempted reinforcement. it
is believed that this is the concept to which CTF 77 referred when- nht stated
that he believed that he had v'i6ualized operations of greater scope than
Tokyo Express.

This view is al!-o supported, amr)ng nuinerous cther examples,
by (1) CTG 77.2's instructions to XOMI, ATDIV T4i) in the GALIFORANiA at 17o;2
October 21st (quoted in full under "Operations of CTG 77.2, October 21st")
v4ierein he dirocted that comrmander in part, to oe prepared on sig-.al in
case of a Tokyo Express run by fast surface forces to form ona-ojght on an
easterly course across Surigao Strait and to patrol at five knots to

* cOOMTH?'LT Di-spatch 216526 October --- t- 0.0. 3Th Air Fu-ruc ,

SOWNSPAC, info COKSOWUSFAG, (X)W3JDFLT.
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Longitude 1250-151bE at which point he was to reverse course by turn signal,*
(2) CTF 77's omn action report on the Battle for Leyte Gulf wherein in dis-
cussing the eneiu force which entered Surigao Strait the early morning of
October 25th he stated, "This force was divided into an attack group and a
second group of probably troop carrying ships".** (Tokyo Exr-esb?)

(b) As regards the next to last sentence-"it is possible that
enemy carriers will support surface forces and strike from west of Palawan"-
does not this further support CTF 77's concept previously stated that action
"by major forces but on a much lesser scale than fleet action might be ex-
pected?

This sews so for the distance from the South China Sea to
Leyte Gulf is approximately 350 miles, thereby making it (a) feasible to
employ th0a carrier aircraft to cover the daylight approach of the enemy
forces and troop carriers (assuming that the landing of troops is a night
operation) ulIe at the same time not unnecessarily exposing own carriers
to Allied air action, (b) of doubtful feasibility to employ large numbers
of carrier airerzft in sapport of a major fleet action in the Leyte area
since (0_) 350 miles is about the maxiuums radius of Japanese fighters, and
(2) staging such aircraft through the Visayan fields would be, to say the
least, difficult as these fields were now under daily attack by CTG 77.4
and interwdttently by C.G. FIFTH Air Force.

If fleet action were expected, is it likely that the enemy
carriers mould be confined to operating in the South China Sea?

SBASED ON THE ABOVE ANALYSIS, IT SEEMS CORRECT TO SAY THAT
CTF 77 WAS CLEARLY DISREGARDING THE POSSIBILITY OF (A) MAJOR FLkET ACfION
AND (B) RAIDS Ef SURFACE FORCES REFERRED TO BY OO(SOWESPAC IN HIS 212240
AND BY HI4SELF AS C(X)SEVE•MHF1,T IN HIS 210526 MENTIONED LATER IN THIS DIS-
CUSSION, BUT WAS INSTEAD, OPERATiNG ON THE CONCEPT THAT THE JAPANESE NOW
"COTEMPLATED THE MOVDMENT OF G(ROUND TROOPS TO LWTE BY TOKYO EXPRIES OPERA-
TION'S THRoUGH THE VISAYAS EWPLOTING MAJOR FORCES A•N 'OSSIBLY SUPPOHTED BY
CARRIERS OPERATING SOLELY "-RC THE SOUTH CHINA SEA.

This ne4 concept seems to have been the first actual devia-
t~ion from tho original concept expressed in CT'F Ti's basic plan; i.e., that
major elemento of the Japanese fleet mould not be involved in the present

orerations.***

* Action Report CALI ORNIA, Participation in Operations off Islano of
Leyte, October 19th - 24th, 1944, Serial 0025, November 18th, 1941.

r* Action Report Commander Central Philippines Attack Force (CTr 77, Cui-
7THFLT), Operations for the Capture of Leyte IslaY0, including Action
Report of ESngagement in Surigao Strait and off Saimar IslaMi on October
25th, 1944, (KING 11 Operation), Serial 00302-C, danuai-y 31st, 1945,
*CANF ;kAESPAC Operation Plan No. l-44, Serial OM)22A, Septeuilzr 26th,
1944, Annex M.
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CTF 77's evaluation here depicted was very similar to the action
of the Allied commanders at the time or the Battle of Savo Island (August
1942) when they estimated that the Japanese forces noted off Bougainville
were heading for Rekata Bay and therefore overlooked the enemy capability
of attacking the Savo Island area that night. Therefore, it seems well to
repeat what was said thereon in the Naval War College analysis of that
battle:

"A CO4MANDER, IN MAWING HIS PLANS, SHOULD FOLLOW THE METHOD OF
ENE34Y CAPABILITIES RATHER THAN THE METHOD OF ENEMY INTENTIONS. THE METHOD
OF ENEMY INTENTIONS, WHICH HAS BEEN DISCARDED BY THE UNITED STATES ARMED
FORCES, AS THE EN2 Y'S INTENTIONS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE, BUT WHICH IS STILL
USED BY CERTAIN IMPORT.WN NAVIES, CONSISTTE OF AN ESTIMATE BY THE COMMANDER,
BASED ON THAT COURSE OF ACTION WHICH HE THOUGHT OR EV04 KNEW THE F4MY IN-
TENDM TO FOLLOW. THE METHOD OF CAPABILITIES CONSISTS OF AN ESTIMATE BY THE
COMMANDER BASED ON THOSE COURSES OF ACTION WHICH THE ENEMY IS CAPABLE OF
DOING AND WHICH IF ADOPTED WILL MATERIALLY AFFECT THE ACCXMPLISHMENT OF THE
COMMANDER'S OBJECTIVES. HIE SHOU1LD, W{E POSSIBLE, LIST THE ENEMY COURSES
OF ACTION IN ORDER OF PRIORITY--THAT IS, HE SHOULD LIST THE MHRE LIKELY BE-
FORE THE LESS LIKELY. IN CASE OF DOUBT, HE SHOULD GIVE THE HIGHER PRIORITY
TO THOSE ENEMY COURSES WfICH HE CONSIDER: MORE DANGEROUS TO HIMSELF."*

Students of naval history may uonder why CTF 77 was willing to
accept as the enenkf objective the reinforcement of Levte by magnified Tokyo
"Express operations, (of which the eneTV forces presently located were only
the first phase of the build-up) and by omission to disregard other enemy
capabilities. The answer, while not entii ily discernible, seems to have
been based, in part, on tbc fact that:

(a) As of this date the Japan(,. had frequently employed their
surface forces for this purpose. The battles in the Solomons and notably
the strugtle for Guadalcanal were excellent example- of this employment.

(b) CTF 77 in his annex on attack plans to his OpPlan No. 13-44
had stated, among other things, "The enemy may attempt Tokyo Express runs
to reinforce, evacuate, harass or interfere with our operations.";* and

(c) COMTHIRDFT had sent. twu dispatcher warning of Tokyo Express
operations; one at 1I09 October 17th,*** and one at 1000 October l9th.**-**

B* attle of Savo Is NavPerg 9-17), Naval War College, 1950,
Chapter XXIII, Hattie Lessons, Les~on No. 7.

SCANF SOWESPAC Operaxion Plan No. 13-44, Serial 00022A, Septembcr 26th,
1904, Appendix 2 to Annex. E.

0 CcOM-3RDFLT Dispatch 170909 October 1944 to C)PSOWESPAC, info CINLTOA,
CC*¶j7TWLfT, all TFC's 3RD•LT.

"• C.UWM3RDnLT Dispatch 19010X) October 1944 to ;OMS1O IPAC, COM7TNVLT,
infro CINCPAC, G(XINCH, all TFC's 3RD and 7T!i Fleetn.
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THIS BRINGS FORTH AN ADDITIONAL BATTLE LESSON TO THE EFfeCT THAT
IN WAR EVERY SITUATION SHOULD BE THOUGHT THROUGH, EVEN IF THE IMPLICATIONS
OF THE APPEARANCE OF THE SITUATION ARE SUPERFICIALLY OBVIOUS. SOUND MILITARY
DECISION HAS EXPRESSED THIS IN PART AS FOLLOWS- "THE COMMANDER MAY NOT
SAFELY VIEW THE SUCCESSION OF EVENTS WITH COMPLACENCY, EVEN THOUGH THE SITUA-
TION APPEARS TO BE UNFOLDING ACCORDING TO PLAN . . . AS THE SITUATION UNFOLDS,
EVERYTHING IS VIEWED WITH INTELLIGENT SUSPICION.lt*

It must not be imagined that this employment of the method of
intentions was restricted to CTF 77 alone. Under "Operations of COMTHIRDFLT,
0000 - 1042 October 23rd", it is pointed out that that conmander likewise
employed the method of intentions, although to a lesser degree than did CTF
77. This fact is mentioned here to emphasize the erroneous trend of thought
relative to Japanese plan3 prevalent within the Allied forces at this tim.

(1) Operations of CTF 78 (Northern Attack Force) and CTG 78.1,
OOC•O - 1042 October 23rd.

CTF 78, who was also CTG 78.1, in BLUE RIDGE remaired at
anchor off RED Beach in San Pedro Bay. Since he (a) was responsible for the
expeditious unloading of all of the shipping allotted to the TE•RIl (orpb area
and for the departure of h! s unloaded shipping, ard (b) had received certain
contact reports (discussed under "Operations of CTF 77, 0000 - 1042 October
23rd") which gave cause for concern, he watched the progress of the unlouding
during the night and forenoon of the twenty LST' s and the JUPITER (AK) remainl-
ing to be unloaded. (This unloading presumably did not trouble him too much
for all of the above ships excepting LST 741-which grounded on a sand bar-
departed on this day.)**

It seems probable (although there is no information to this
effect) that during the early forenoon he made preparations to depart for
Tacloban to attend the ceremony for the installation of the Philippine
goveinment which was to occur at noon.

At 0920 he received a request from CTF 77 fur an operation
summnary as of 1000 daily until further notice.*•*

Nothing unusual happened during the forenoon.

At 1042 CTF 78 in the I,UE RIDGE continued to remain at
anchor off RED Beach.

(Since nothing unusual occurred as of 1042 on this day and
, ince both CTF 78 and CTG 78.1 were one and the same officer, the operations
of CMG 78.1 have been included under OTF 78).

"* Sound Military Decision, Naval War College, 1942, Page 200.
•-* Action Report CTG 78.11 (cou';T;ii.' 23), Report of Operations while

en route from Leyte 1s1andw, Philippines to Hollandia, New Guinea,
October 21rd - 2hth, 1944, Serial 001, November 2nd, 1944.
GCrF 77 uVsual1 ispatch 23(0)20 October 11944 to CTF's 'i, 79.



CTG 78,2
CTU I77i2.1
October 23rd

(a) Operations of CTG 78.2 (San Ricardo Attack G"op),
0000 - 1042 October 23%rd.

CTG 78.2, as on the previous day, reauined at anchor off
WH12 Beach from which position im could observe the urnloading of his remain-
ing shipping. There remairned to unload ome cargo ship (JUPITER), six LST's,
am sjx XAK'.s

,Betvsen 0007 and 0029 he observid the RUSSMLL firing into
the San Juwco Strait area in accordance with his orders of the previous
everang.*

During the night and the forenoon uit• 10C5 2 the unload-
ing, especially that :)f the JUPITFA and the six LST'a, proc.-edd rapLdlT.
The six XAX's also appear to havo been unloading albeit much more slowly
than the other ships as they were not scheduled to depart until D+9 day.**
(Actually, none appear to have departed before D+10 day.***) However, the
rate of disebarge of most of his ships was likely pleasing to his for he
could see that by nightfall all of his LST's as wall as the JUPITER would
be able to depart the area.

This was important as the numerous contacts on Japanese
surface forces which he had received since midnight gave stiong indications
that Japanese counteroperations of some type might be underway,

Also during the forenoon he noted that two of his gun-
boats (LCI(G)' s 64 and 69) had commencing at 1000 begun reconnoitering San
Juanico Strait with representatives of the FIRST Cavalry Division.

(b) Operations of C(-U 77.2.1 (Fire Support Unit NORTH) and
C¶G 77.3 (Close Covaorin Group), 0000 - 1042, October 23rd.

"(1) Operations of CTU 77.2.1.

This unit, coa~isting of BATDIV'*s THRU and FOUR with
AULIC(, CONT and SIGOURLW and temporarily of BATDIV TWO (less the 'LLNNESSME),
was lying to in A-ea DRUM, north of Tay Tay Point in the vicinity of Abuyog.
The OTC was CXHM.L7DIV THREE in the MISSISSIPPI, who in this position was
available to CTG 77.2 in the event the enemy ras oaotaoted during the night.

At 0606 he received orders from CTG 77.2 to proceed to
him firing stations upOn the arrival of dayght.. .And tha CAP. N

* v.r Diary RU& 43ULL, October 23rd, 194.
SCTF 78 Operatiox, Flan No. 101-44, Serial 0008, October 3rd, 1944,

Annex B, Part III.
-- Action Report CrG 78.2, Leyte Operation, Serial 0005, November 2th,

1944, Enclosure A.
**'* Ibid.; also Action Report LCI(R) 230, Leyte Opmrat-ton, No Serial,

October 30th, 1944.
* *Action Report CALIlOndIA, Operations off Island of Leyte, Philippine

15lands, October 19th - 2.4th, 1944, Serial 0025, November 9th, 1944.
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CTU 77.2.1
CTG 77.3
October 23rd

Apparentiy, in acoorda•ice with this order, he at 06U released the CALI-
FORNIA and PMNNSYLVANIA to proceed independently to their etations in FS
Area SWTH.*

At 0625 he received orders from CTG 77.2 for all
ships to procewd M-.,t -hich time he got underiAy with his unit
and proceeded toward San Pedro Bay.** In the maeantime, at 0645 he likely
intercepted CTG 77.2'. 222145 concerning the amunntiZ4. replenishment of
destroyers including the AULICK, CONY and SIGWýAN*Y with ships of TU 77.2.2
having prioritty.**

By 0931 all ships of his unit had anchored in San
Pedro Bay where they remained on FS missions at on the previous day.

By lC02, having received no request% for FS, they
continued preparations for the replnishmet of fuel and amurnition.

(2) Operations .f CTM 77.3, OC00 - 10 October 23rd.

This group, loese KILLEN, continued patrolling the
area two to five miles east end southeast of the transport area in accord-
snce with Harbor Defense Plan (ME.

At 0458 CTG 77.3 directed ahips of TG 77.3 to pro-
ceed independently at which time they proceeded to FS stations in fashion
similar to the previous day.****

The KIILLE, which had beow on night firing duty was
relieved at 0810 of the ready FS duty by the ARIMTA,***1*

By 10142 the (a) PHOENIX, SHROPSHIRE, BEALE, HUTC1iINS,
DALT and KILLEN had anchoi-ed in San Pedro Bay a muiting call fire assigsments,
and (b) BOISE, BACHE, and ARUMTA were underway and available for FS as
requested.

* ~Wr Diary OCMBATDIV 4, October 23rd, 1944.
Action Report MINMEAPOLIS, Participation in Bombardment of Leyte
Island, Philippine Islands, October lth - 24th, 1944, Serial
0212, November lit, 1944.

ee* CTO 77.2 Visual Dispatch 222145 October 1944 to CONDES[OM 56, info
CTF 77, 79, DURHAM. VICTORY and KAZAMA.

* War Diary PHOENIX, October 23rd, 1944.
SWar Diary KILLU, October Z3rd, 1944.
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CG,'s 78.7, 78.8
C`TF 79
October 23rd

(c) Operations of CTG'a 78.7 (Reinforcement Group TWO) and
78.8 (Reinforcement Group THRU), 0000 - 102, October 23rd.

(1) Operations of CTG 78.7.

At the beginning of this day TG 78.7 was bearingl120 (T), distant 224 miles from Leyte Gulf. During the period until 1042,
nothing of importance occurred and at 1042 the task group was bearing
1080(T), distant about 120 miles from Leyte Gulf.*

(2) Operations of CTG 78.8.

At 07~00 CTG 78.8, who had been at anchor at Ilollaridia
preparing to depart for Leyt, Gulf, sortied from Humboldt Bay with TG 78.8
and headed for Leyte Gulf at an SOA of nine knots.**

(2) Operations of CTF 79 (Southern Attack Force), 0000 - 1042
October 23rd.

CTF 79, in the MOUNT OLYMPUS, remained anchored in the
vicinity of the Southern Transport A "ea where he continued to observe the
unloading operations of his task group commanders who had still seven trans-
ports, six cargo ships, one LSV, one LSD and fifty-nine LST's to unload, as
well as the 381st RCT which was embarked in the transports of TG 79.2.

He %as naturally concerned about this unloading for C.G.
TWNTY-FOURTH Corps had not as yet assumed commend ashore, although both of
the army division commanders had already done sm.

Except for the unloading which was continuing throughout the
night, the night was uneventful except for the dispatches from Allied sub>-
marines concerning contacts on strong enemy forces (a) in west Luzon Strait
h*eading south and (b) in Palawai Passage heading on course 0400 (T). These
dispatches are reported in full under "Operations of CTF 71, 0000 - 1042
October 23rd" (DACE and DARTER) and iurder "Operations of CTF 17, 0000 - 1042
October 23rd".

What consideration he gave to these contacts is not known,
but it seems probable that he realized that the enemy capability of making
raids by employing both air and surface elements-which capability had been
postAlated to (OXrHIRDFLT by OCM3)WE;SPA***--was becoming more and more
possible. He therefore likely desired to press the unloading of his ships
so that their retirement might be expedited.

At 0711 he directed CTU 79.11.2 (OWHDSDIV FORTY-NINE) to
atsign a destroyer to transrort him at 0900 to the WASATCH and returnt*i

S* War Diary NICHOLAS, October 23rd, 1944.
** War Diarv C0(,OOTD1iV 29, October 23rd, 1944.
**. XC0430*!ESPAC Disnmtch 212240 October 19414 to D(XJ3R)ILT, info O0MINCH,

CoMS U.S. Arnu::, CINCPOA, CTF 77, CfrF 38, CTG 38.1.
C-rF 79 Dispatch .222•2•1 October 1ý44 to (TU 71).U.2.
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CTF 79
CTG 79.1 .
October 23rd

(The SPIM0%I was so designated at 0637). He desired this transportation
because as pointed out under "Operations of CTF 79, October 22nd", he had
been (a) invited to attrnd the ceremony for the installation of the Philip-
pine Governmtnt which me to occur at noon at Tacloba~ and (b) requested to
be on the WASATCH prior to 1045.

At 0732 he received a visual dispatch from CT? 77, which
dispatch he transmLtted to CTG'o 79.1 and 79.2, to be prepared to load
casualties on the CC(FT between 1300 and 1500.*

At 0800 he advised CTF 77 of the TF 79 and TU 77.2.2 units
present in the area.** Since this appears to have been the first dispatch
of its kind sent to date, it seems highly probable that this information
was requested by CTF 77 who was concerned over the continuing assembly of
eno naval forces in the Coron Bay area.

Soon after 0839, when the SPRJkSO0N reported for duty, he
transferred from the MOUNT OLYMPUS to that destroyer and was transported to
the WASATCQ.*** He then directed the destroyer (a) to return to the screen
and (b) to close the WASATCH again at 1300 for the purpose of transporting
him back to his flagship.****

Upon his arrival in the WASATCH, he was consulted by CTF 77
as to the siguificance of the DARTER contacts and the earlier reported Japa-
nese movments.•*WW* It seems probable that at this time, and prior to 0920
(when it was received by the MOUNT OLYMPUS) he knew that CTF 77 had requested
an operation stummary as of 1000 daily until further notice.****

At 0921 he directed CTG 79.1 to send six LCI gunboats and
four =CI mortar boats to report to CTG 78.2 for duty. These unite had been
requested by that command as he was to be SOPA (Administrative) upon the
departure of the task group comaandero, and he desired these units as part
of his local dafense force.

(a) Operations of CTG 79.1 (Attack Group AIIMP), 0000 - 1042
October 23rd.

CTG 79.1 continued to reimain at anchor t."f the TELLOW
and VIOLET Beaches. From this position, as on the previous day, he could
obseive (a) the unloading of his remaining transports, cargo vessels and
LeT's and (b) night firing zrsaiona being provided by his ship--NEWO(XB
and HEYWOOD L. EDWARDS.

CTF 77 Dispatch 222232 October 1944 to CTF 79.
CTF 79 Dispatch 222300 October 1944 to CTF 77 (Delivered by hard).
SPROSTOW Dispatch 222339 October 1944 to CTF 79.

*II' CTF 79 Dispatch 222357 October 1944 to SPRUSTOK.
,**** Statement of Admiral Thomas C. Kinkaid, USN(Ret) (formerly CrF 77),

to Commodore R.W. Bates, USN(Rmt), Head, World iar 11 Battle Evalua-
tion Group, Naval War College, May 16th, 1957.

S* CTF '7 Visrual Dispatch 230020 October 1944 to CTF's 78, 79.
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CTG 79.1
CTG 79,2
October 23rd

With reference to item (a) he knew that as of midnight
he had still to unload fifteen LST'Is, four -argo ships, one LSV and one APA.

With reference to item (b) he noted that these destroyers
were delivering *all night illuianation fire and that they were also oonduat-
ing harassing fire on an enesW troop concentration on Leyot.*

Since his principal problem lay in the unloading of his
ships, as with their unloading his imediate responsibilities would be at an
end, he watched this unloading closely. At 0400,, when the MONITOR completed
waloading, and also at 0OS0, he received additional unloading reports which
showed that if the unloading continmed unabated it ws quite likely that by
late afternoon be would have all of his heavy ships vnloaded and ready for
departum as well as a large portion of his LST',. At 1000 he learned that
the PRESIDEIT HAM had completed unloading. He now had unloaded three
(CAVALIER, MONITOR, PWSIDENT HAYXS) of his remaining larger ships and had
but four to go (NEURC , CHARA, THUBAN, ALSHAIN); these, exoept for the

WROJ, were now almost unloaded.

All of this was good news to him for since midnight he
had received numerour contacts from Allied submarines on Japanes6 surface
forces moving toward the Manila - C4ron Bay area Ahich gave indications of
Japareae counteraction. It would be wise to rmave as ouch shipping as
possible,

He therefore conwenced preparing his departure plan.

(b) Ope.ations of CTG 79.2 (Attack Group BAKER), 0000 - 1042
October 23rd.

CM 79.2, in the ROCKY MOUNT, continued to remain at
anchor in tho [ST area off ORAN"E Baaoh where he could observe the night
firing missions by the ALBE W. GRANT and the BRYANT and the unloading cf
his ships. At thin time certain LST's were being unloaded. Since *me of
these LST's were being used as lighters, they were being unloaded for the
second or third tie.

Although TRANSDIV TEN (les the CATSKILL which Wad al-
ready departed) had not omspleted unloading--the five transports (CIAT,
ARTfPUR MIDDIMXWN BAXTER, WULLIAM P. BIDDLE, GEORGE, F. ELLIOTT) of this
division had so far only unloaded those elements of the NINETY-SIXTH Division
which had been transported in TRAPNDIV TEN-the final unloading of the trane-
ports could not be completed until the 381st RCT had been unloaded. There-
fore, CTG 79.2 awaited the arrival of daylight for at that time he had b.e
directed to land the above RrT On BLUE Beach ONE. Once he had done this aia
had unloaded the five transports of TRANSDIV TEN and had unloaded the CAPRI-
OMM of the same division, he would be able to retire TRANSDIV TEN frca
the arwa.

* War Diaries SEWCOWB and HffTWOD L. ?DVEARDS, October Z3rd, 1944.
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OTO 79.,2
CTU 77.2.2
October 2.3rd '.

This would leave only the AURIGA and cartidn LST's to
be wloaded and thus complete the unloading of his command. He was working
hard to qxpedite this unloading.

At 0815 he received word that all of the 170th Engineer
Battalion had been landed tro TRANSDIV TEN. Since thi,' ws the shore party
tor the 381st RCT, it sans clear that he expected to hear presently of the
successful landing of that ROT.

At 0927 he received word that the abov* landing of the
381st RCT on BLUE Beach ONE had been completed and he so advised CTF 79.*

During the forenoon and prior to 1042 FS issairnt were
fired by the BRYANT, COMU1BIA and CALIFORNIA.**

(c) Operations of CTU 77.2.2 (Fire Support Unit SOUTH),
0000 - 1042 October 23rd.

At 0625, upon receipt of the order from CTG 77.2 as
CTU 77.2.2 to proceed iriependently, the ships of TU 77.2.2 commenced pro-
ceeding to various FS stations as previously assi•ped.*** The LOUISVIIJX
("F), with CTIJ 77.2.2 aboard, took station 4000 yards east of Leyte Island
presumably in the sae location as on the previous day.****

At 0700 the remaining ahips, vhich were destroytre, were
ordered to proceed to covering positions and commenced preceeding to the
Southern Transport Area.***** Shortly afte 0700 the DEW= and P(RTIAND
cmtnced firing followed later by the COLUMBIA and CALIFORNIA.t***** Of
the four destroyers that had remained on night fire support duty, the ALBERT
W. GMANT, NEWOOMB and HEYWOOD L. EDWARDS had completed their mission but re-
rained in the vicinity of their FS stations while the BRYANT, although it
had completed its scheduled mission, fired twelve rounds at Tarvin Tarnin
at 8O00. •

At 0800 he observed the Replenishment Group (TU 77.7.1)
enter the area and in accordance with orders anchor in an area 10,000 yards
from the shore in Latitude 110 -O0'N (which is a position otf Liberanan Head).

* Action Report CTIG 79.2, Leyte Operation, Serial 0032, November 4th,
1944.
JIbid., Part V, Section 5.
War Diaries CALIFORNIA, MINNEAPOLIS, October 23rd, 1944; also Deck
Logos PENNSYLVANIA, DENVER, PORTLAND, COLUMBIA, 3ctober 23rd, 1944.

•**e Deck Log LOUISVILLE, October 23rd, 1944.

: Action Report COT 77.2 (CO(MCFADIV 4), bombardment and Capture of
Leyte Island, Philippine Islands, "ctober 16th - 24th, 1944, Serial
O0147' November 5th, 1944.

S* Deck Logs DENIER, PORTLAND, COLUMBIA, CALIFORNIA, October 23rd, 1944.
**** War Diaries ALBERhT W. (tRANT, NEWCOMB, HETWOGXb L. EDA1•DS and BRYANT,

October . .rd, 1944.
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CTU 77.2.2
CTG 77.2
October 23rd

The battleships scheduled for fueling at this time wre not ready due to
deballasting problems.* Although apparently wiavoidable, it no doubt gave
CTG 77,2 sawe concern not to have his schedule carried out.

At 0849 the RICAM P. LEARY, which had returned from
emoort duty with TG 70.6, reported for duty,** At 09%5, having noted that

as CTG 77.2 he had omitted this destroyer from the replenishment plan, he
directed 0ONDESHON FIFTY-SIX to add this ship to the list of destroyers to
receive ammunition.***

By 1042 the ships of this group continued to carry out
the days mission in addition to making preparations to replenish fuel and
ammunition as scheduled.

(3) Operations of CTG 77.2 (Bombrdment and Fire Support Group),
0000 - 1042 October 23rd.

CTG 77.2-with his cruisers LOUISVILLE, COLUMBIA, DENVER,
MINNEAPOLIS and PORTLAND screened by the destroyers HDBINSON, BENNION,
LEUTZE, HALFOD0, LAXTON, THORN and WELIES, all from TU 77.2.2--continued
to patrol southern Leyte Gulf east of Tay Tay Point in accordance with
Harbor Defomse Plan ONE. Meanwhile, his battleships (iJe., BATDIV TWO
(less TENNESSEE), BATDIV's THREE and FOUR, all under comand of OOKBATDIV
TMtE, CTU 77.2.1 in MISSISSIPPI and screened by AULICK, CO(Y• and SIGOURNEY)
lay to in the vicinity of Abuyog to be available as needed and his four
destroyers (ALBERT W. GRANT, NEWCCKB, HETYWO) L. EDWARDS and BRYANT) con-
tinued on night FS duty.**** (At 0440 the TENNESSEE, at anchor near Catmon
Hill, had completed repairs and had cast off the tugs.*****)

His patrol was uneventful except for the presence of eneWm
aircraft begbning at 0530.t**--* At 0606 he directed TU "7.2.2 (he mas
%lso CI1 77.2.2) that *whn it becae daylight and the CAP was overhead, to
proceed to its FS stations.******* At 0625 he ordered all ships to proceed

SAction Report CTG 77,2 'ý'OdC-RDIV A•ý, 5w6 arment and Captur of
Leyte island, Philippine Islands, October 16th - 24th, 1944, Serial
00147,, November 5th, 194.

SWar Diaries CODESHON 56, RICHARD P. I.EART., October 23rd, 1944.

CM 77.2 Visual Dispatch 2-30045 October 1944 to (XMDESWN 56, info
KAZAMA, DURHAM VICTORY, CTF's 77, 79.
IDck Log PENNadsVAA, October 23rd, 19Ot.

t•* War Diary TENNFSE, October 23rd, 1944.
SWar Diary •OMBATDIV 3, October 23rd, 1944.

*Action Report CALIFORNIA, Operations off Island of Leyte, Philippine
Islands, October 19th - 24th, 1944, Serial 0025, NOweibr Sth I L9"/.

S~Action Report MINNEAPOLIS, Participation in BombardLment of Leyte

nslazd, Philippine lads, October l.th 2-th, 1944, Seral 0212,
lovember lst, 1944.
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CTG 77,2
CTG 77,4
October 23r4

During the night, realizing that TU 77.7.1 would arrive in
the forenoon, he made plans for the replenishment of his command and in
accordance with these plans (a) at 0635 requested CTF 79 to make available
to him for his group three LST' s for unloading empty powder cans and for
transferring remnants,* (b) at the same time he directed. the LOUISVILLE and
MINNEAPOLIS, a.ng other items, to replenish five inch ammunition to bombard-
ment loading level from the MAZAMA and from the DURHAM VICTORY respectively,
going alongside the starboard side of these ammunition ship3,** and (c) at
0645 he (1) advised CONDEMS0N FIPff-SIX that the Replenishment Group would
anchor at. about 1000 and that the port sides of these ships would be availa-
ble for the ammunition replenishment of the following destroyers: WLLES,
THORN, CLAXTON, BYANT, ALBERT W. GWANT, ROBINSON, HALFOD, HEYWOOD L.
E)WARDS, BENNION, LEUTZE, NEWCOMB, AULICK, CONY and STGOURNEY, and (2)
directed that commander to (a) arrange the replenishment schedule for these
destroyers, relieving ships as necessary, (b) keep him informed, and (c)
give priority to ships of TU 7T.2.2.*•* He directed all ships loading
ammunition to submit ammunition reports upon corVletion of replenishment,

(4) Operations oi CTG 77.4 (Escort Carrier Group), 0000 - 1042
October 23rd,*

CTG 77,4 with a total of 313 VF and 190 VT continued to pro-
vide (a) air cover and eapport over the objective area and (b) air protection
for his own units, in .,ccordance with his basic air plan.**** In addition,
as authorized by CTF 77's 220603 (quoted in full under "Operations of CTF 77,
October 22nd") he wau on this day to initiate (a) early morning fighter
sweeps against enemy airfields in northern Mindanao and (b) late afternoon
combined strikes (employing botih VF and VT) against enemy airfields and
shipping in the western Visayas.

At 0514 the first TCAP of the day was launched.***** Its
numerical strength is in doubt since available records are obscure on this
point. However, it is known that (a) the TCAP consisted cf thirty-six VF on

the 20th and 21st, (b) his operation plan specified a TCAP of twenty-eightI VF, (c) CTF 77 authorized it be reduced to sixteen VF this day and (c) at
1215 this day it was reduced to twelve VF (four from each task unit)-why it
was reduced below the authorized sixteen is not. known.

SCTG 77.2 Visal Dispatch 222135 October 1944 to CTF 79.
*•* CGG 77.2 Visual Dispatch 222135 October 1944 to LOUTSVILLE,

IMINNEAPOLIS, info DURHAM VICTORY, CTF's 77, 79.
*1* CTG 77.2 Visual Dispatch 222145 October 1944 to CCID&S"ON 56, info

CTF's 77, 79, DURHAM VICTI)OK and MAZAMA.
S* All information here, except as otherwise indicated, obLained from

Action Report CTG 77.4, Lerts Operutions, October 12th - 29th, 1q4 4 ,
Serial 00120, November 15th, 194.

•*** CrM 77.4 Operation Plan No. 2-44, Serial 00075, October 15th, 1944,
Annex D.

SAircraft Action Report No. 73, VF 3S, October 23rd, 1944.
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CTG 77.4
October 23rd

At 0530 the first of the dayls direct support missions was
launched with one VP being lost after swerving and striking the water on
take-off.*

At 0605 one of the ý1-!IEANWO' s T•AP fighters shot down a

single engine carrier attack plane off the SE coast of Leyte.'*

Sunrise was at 0621. Flying conditions were good in the

sea operating area. The winds were from the S., eight to thirteen knots,
visibility twelve miles, sky partly clcndy.***

Commencing about 0700 the above support groups, composed of
VP and VT aircraft, were over the objective area, T'en VT from the CANY
BAY, in concert mith eight VF eAch from the XADASHAW BAY and the MARCUS
ISLkmD, hit pill boxes and trenches in the San Pablo area. Antiaircraft
fire was meager, while aircraft opposition was nil.**N*

Also at this time four VF and six VT (including one photo
plane) from the WHITE PLAINS with four VF and four VT from the KITKUN BAY
were hitting troops and gun emplacements in support of the troops attacking
in northern Leyte.,****

Commencing at 0745 he launched (a) the second flight of
direct support group aircraft,****** and (b) fighters from the PETROF BAY,
SANMEK and SUWANEE scheduled to conduct sweeps against northern Mindanaon
airfields.**W-* *•

Ooinencing at approximately 0912 the fighter sweeps consist-
ing of twenty-four VF struck the Del Monte airfield complex and other fields
and installations in the area, with SANTEE pilots claiming the destruction
of two single engine carrier-type fighters on the ground. Antiaircraft
fire, which was light to moderate, shot down one of the SANTEE's
fighters.******* No air opposition was mentioned in the reports of these
aircraft actions. Only Del Monte airfield No. 2 was reported opera-
tional .*,,-,

* Action Report PARCUS ISLAND, Serial 053, November let, 1944.
Aircraft Action Report No. 73, VF 35, October 23rd, 1944.
Action Report MANIlA BAY, Operations in Support of Occupation
of Leyte, P.I.% October 12th - 30th, 1944, Serial 0103, November
2nd, 1944, Part U1, Page 13.
Aircraft Action Report No. 39, VC 75, Octolbr 23rd, 1944; also
Aircraft Action Report No. 64, VC 20, October 23rd, 1944.
Aircraft Action Report No. 56, VC 4, October 23rd, 1944.
Aircraft Action Report. No. 17, VC 27, October 23rd, 1944.

SAircraft Action Report No. 68, VC 70, October 23rd, 194.
*Aircraft Action Report Mo. 18, VF 26, October 23rd, 1944.

• • Action Report SIWANM, Leyte Operation, Serial 0()8, Noveaber 6th,
1944.
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CTG 77.4
~ October -23r~d

Regarding the claims made by the SANTEE pilots, availabve
Japanese records do not positively ronfirm or deny the existent,. of opera-
tional aircraft on Del Monte airfields this day.

During the morning CTG 77,4 had doubtlessly received or
intercepted (a) those contact reports (quoted in full under "Opesiz;ons of
CTF 77, 0000 - 1042 October 23rd") revealing the movements of Japanese war-
ships (1) northward in Palawan Pasagne, and (2) southward in the waters to
tih NW of Luzon, ai-1 (b) COMTHlRDFLT's orders modifying the operations of
three groups of TF 38 by (1) stationing TG's 38.2 and 38.3 ninety miles due
east of Polillo Island, and (2) stationing TG 38.4 bearing about 050 0 (T),
distant fifty miles from the southern tip of SaMar--the three groups to fly
reinforced searches to the westward conmencing at dawn the following morning.
(O0MI[IRDFLT's order stationing TG 38.2 off San Bernardino Strait was not
received prior to 1042 and therefore cannot be included in this discussion.)

fie quite likely (a) estimated the effect this eneny surface
ship mvement.--ostensibly toward the Coron Bay - Manila Bay area-might
possibly have on present operations, and (b) woidered, since his returning
morning flights had. reported practically no enemy air opposition, whether
or not there would be a concurrent increase in eney air activity and what
effect, if any, this would have also on his present operations.

He studied the situation and clearly arrived at the opinion
that the new disposition of TF 38 carriers tended to Jncrease his ability not
only to execute his present operations, but to enlarge their scope.

I Accordingly, he awaited further developments, envisioning for
the time being little chanwge in his own operations,

About 1000 he launched the third flight of direct support
aircraft.*

By 1042 the three carrier task units of TG 77.4 had completed'• about sixty-nine direct support sorties, twenty-four fighter sweep sorties,
probably fifty-six target CAP sorties and eight target ASP sorties.** (The
third flight of direct support aircraft launched at IO0 is not included in
this sumzry.)

Having lost but two aircraft this day, one VF in combat and
one VF operationally, he had retmaining 311 VF and 190 VT.

At 1042 CTGO 77.4, with him three groups of six carriors each,
continued to operate in the general area sixty - ninety miles to the eastward
of a NS line through Leyte Gulf--as shoun in Diagram E.

* Aircraft Action Report No. 57, VC-4, October 23rd, 1944.
W* Aircraft Action Reports No. 18, VF-26; No. 68, VC-76; No. 61, VC-21;

mos. 64, 65, VC-20; No. 17, VC-27; No. 58, VG-4; No. 51, VC--5 October
23rd, 1944; also C', 77.4 Operation Plan No. 2-•4, Serial 00 M75, October
5th, 19W4, Annex D.
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(5) Operations of CTG 70.1 (Motor Torpedo Boats), 0000 - 1042
October 23md.

At the beginning of this day CTG 70.1, in the OYSTER BAY
with the WACHAPREAWE and WILLOUGHBY and thirty-seven out of the forty-five
MTB's in the Leyte area, was at anchor in San Pedro Bay. Of the remaining
OffB's, eight of them were on the night patrol as assigned on the previous
afternoon; i.e., PTIs 522, 526 in Area 91; PT1s 321, 496 in Area lOGM;
PT's 152, 196 in Area 101; ane PT's 131, 134 Jn San Juanico Strait. These
boats do not appear to have made any contacts of importance and to have
returned to the tenders shortly after daylight in accordance with basic
orders as discussed under "Operations of CTG 70.1, October 22nd".

It will be recalled, also from "Operations of CTG 70.1,
October 22nd", that CTG 70.1 had, in accordance with his plan,* been making
preparations to extend his operations farther into the Mindanao and (hmotes
Seas. He now directed the Commanding Officer WACHAPIREAWE, with fifteen
MTB's, to proceed to Liloan Bay, Panaon Island and establish there an ad-
vance base. Therefore, at 0744 the Connanding Officer WACHAPREAGUE, with
PT's 127, 128, 129, 130, 131, 146, 150, 151, 152, 190, 3.91, 192, 194, 195,
196, departed San Pedro Bay for Liloan Bay where he %wyuld arrive in the
early afternoon. This left thirty MTB's with CTG 70.1, which MTB's appear
to have continued completion of voyage and other repairs and :repared for
immediate ser-ice.

Except for noticing limited numbers of enemy aircraft flying
overhead on what appeared to be reconnaissance missions, the operations of
CrG 70.1 up to 1042 were uneventful.

(b) Operations of 4'TF 71 (Submarines West Australia), 0000 - 1042
October 23rd.

At the beginning of this day CTF 71 had reason to believe that
(a) the Japanese surface forces, consisting of one carrier and four
unidentified warships contacted on the previous day by TF 17 submarines on
course 210o(T), had entered his area of responsibility although it had not
been contacted by TF 71 submarines, and (b) the group contacted in Palawan
Passage on the previous day by the DARTER and which, at fir st report, had
been heading through Palawan Passage and later had changed course toward
the area west of Dangerous Ground, had not been sighted since for he had
received no reports. He likely regretted the absence of air searches over
Sthis area by the planes of the FOUJRTETH Air Force on the preceding day.

However, he realized that all that he could do was to await
further contacts on these or other Japanese units. He did not have long to
walt for at 0250 he received a contact report from the DARTER on three
jobable battleships at 0200 In Latitude (*)-28'N, Longitude 116 0 -30F'E, on

* GTG 70.1 Operation Plan No. 2-44, No Serial, October 5th, 1944, Arnex F,
Paragraph 1.4.
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course 0400(T), speed eighteen knots.* This ws followed (a) at 0449 by a
second report inoreasing the cov.*osition as above reported to at least nine
shiTs including five medium and tw heavies with mwy radars, on course
039 (T), speed fifteen knots, and giving the 0300 position as Latitude 080-
37'N, Longitude i16°-37,E,4* and (b) at 0542 by a third report estimating a
minimm of eleven ships on the same course and speed and stating that there
vas a possibility that both the DACE and DARTER might attack.***

He seems to have passed this information to (a) the senior
Allied coumanders as follows: (1)the first report at (1423,*** and (2) the
second report at 08* (the third report is passed by Radio Hollan-
dia),,***** and (b) his submarines as follows: (1) first report at
0235,***W** (2) second report at O441,****W*** and (3) third report at
C540.**O****• - (It wiil be noted that the time of origin of the readdressal
by CTF 71 of each of these DARTER dispatches appears to be sometime earlier
than the time of receipt recorded by CTF 71--an obvious anomaly which cannotbe readily explained.)

Duri.N the morning (the exact time is unknown although
probalay between 0558 wid 0834 when COWTHIRDFLT received them) he likely
received contact reportz forwarded to him by reencyphermant of additional

* ~~contacts made by TF 1.7 urn~.*I**

* DARTER Dispatch 221725 October 1944 to CTF 71.
** DARTER Dispatch 221850 October 1944 to CTF 71.

DARTER Dispatch 222025 October 1944 to CTF 71.
S•*1 CTF 71 Dispatch 221923 October 1944 to CINCPAC, 0XM7THFLT,

C013RDFLT, TCIICs 3RD and 7TH Fleets, CTF 1.7. C.G4
1 s 5TH and

13TH Air Forces.
CTF 71 DisWAtch 222218 October 1944 to OXM7THFLT, COM3RDFLT,
all TFC's 3RD and 7TH Fleets, info CINCIAC, CTF 17. C.G.'s 5TH
and 13TH Air borcee.
DARTER Dispatch 222025 October 1944 to CTF 71 (zvaddreesed by
WO ýollandia, apparently with same date and time group to all
TFC'3 30D and 7TH Fleets).
CTF 71 Dispatch 221735 Octobti,' 194.4 to all TF 71 submarinen.

F 0rF 71 Diopatch 221941 OctAber l91d4 to all TF 71 submarinie.
***.E-H* CTF 71 Diepatch 22204(O October 1944 to all TF 71. subwarnies.
**•**** DfL'tla Dispatch 221037 October 1944 to (,TF 17, info SAWFIS;H, "(>.-

FISH, (reencyphered as CINCPAC Dispatch 2>1658 October 1944 to
COMINCH, OCABPIESPAC, GMH3RDFLT, CTF 77, all TFC's akd Th=c&
3R)WLT); ICFISH Dispatch 221301 October 1944 to LýPF 17, Info
(X•47TV',,T (reencyphered as cW7TKFLT Distich 2ZIl3Ol October,"
19,44 to oIM3NDFLT, CTF's 38, 57, 71, 72, CTM's 38.1, 38.2, 28.13,
38.4); SHARK Dispatch 22141-0 October 1944 to CTF 17, iinrfo UCX-
3R)FLT (reencyphered an CINC!A* Dispat.ch 22Xý.'7'7 Octobtr* 'V1,) Vo
(XI4INCH, QVSOWESPAb, (XI3NDFLT, CTF 77, &11 TF.'Ii an TGC's
3MUDFLT, (MNAVGPCih!NA).
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From the.e contact reports, from their reported positions,
and from the earlier report of the SEADRAGON, he could estimate that (a)
exclusive of '.he DWM contact, these contacts were likely on one and the
same force and that this force consisted of from one carrier and four un-
identified ships to a maximum of four large ships and three additional
ships, and (b) .he DRUM contact was on a separate force. However, since
thGy vere all heading in the same general direction, he likely thought that
thiy were headed toward Ooron Bay or even toward Manila, His lack of
further contacts from his own submarines probably caused him to regret that
he had failed to maintain on station the four submarines w~hih he had
promised.*

He now thought that he had three submarines on station weat
of Luxon (i.e., OW in Area A2; BREAM and GUITAJRO in Area A3 - AT).*
Actually as regards the latter two submarines this ws not the case (Plate
XII and Diagram E).

He also likely regretted that these contact reports had been
long delayed (eleven to twenty-three hours) for, with but three submarines
off western Lumon, he might have restationed them in order to intercept the
enany force and now had but little time even to alert them. Perhaps he
felt the growing need for a quicker delivery of contact reports from the
GINOPOA area, especially from those by the submarines in (0NVOY COLLEGE.

Since on the 21st he had received 0OSWKVTUFLT's dispatch
to C.G. FIFTH Air Force to the effect that Coron Bay war ,& likely concentra-
tion or fueling area for important elements of the Japanese fleet which
might attempt to sftrrike agaixnst the Allied Leyte forces,*** it seems proba-
ble that he considered it likely that the above Japanese forces could be
considered in the above category.

(1) BREAN and GUITAR1R).

The BREAM amd GUITARO were proceeding independently to
their patrol stations in Areas A3, A7, off western Luzon to form a coordi-
nated attack group upon arrival.. The BRFAM was off Lubang Island, while
the GUJTARRO we transiting indorm Strait northboutnd.

(a) The NBIAM at 0340, whilo on the surface southwest of
SManila, made radar contact on three targ*its In column, bearing 2400(T),
mgrane 15,000 yards a•id commenced tracking.**** At 0423 the range had olosed

'*CTF 7l Diiiatch Ol O•ber to&& % 7TTHFiT, info CTF 78, CTG9s
77.2, 77.3, etc.

S** War Dia7ry 'IT 71, (ktober 23it, 1944, Daily Dispositions Submarines
,-atbd W~stern Australia.

A-WA COXITHYLT Dinpatch 210526 October 1944 to (XIAAP, C.G., 5TH Air Force

•*• War Patrol RMport BIWAM, Rart)rt of jRD War Patrol, Serial OW1,
November 2;rnd, 1944.
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and the targetri were identified an two ATAGO or AOBA-class cruisers (very
large) preceded by a destroyer or light cruiser. The middle cruiser was
selected by the coumanding officer as the target and at 0424, in Latitude
140-051N, Longitude 1U9 0 -401E, he fired six torpedoes.* He immediately
dove to 350 feet during uhich time he received at least two depth charges
believed dropped from the second large cruiser.

His estimate that he had made hits in his target was
partiasly correct for the three ships observed comprised IUJDIV SIXTEEN
(AOBA-CA, KINU--L and URANAMI-DD) en route Manila and the ship torpedoed
was the AOBA, the flagship, which had received one torpedo hW

The BREAM now, over a period of five hours, was
depth-charged ineffective.1y by the URANAMI as a result of which her command-
ing officer decided to remain submerged and to attempt no further attacks.*

About five hours later (at 0820) he estimated that
four A/S ships from Manila were now searching for him.* This appears to
have been incorrect for the Japanese reports indicate that it was not until
rmuch later (1500) that two subohasers arrived to assist in A/S screening;**
air cover seems to have arrived before 0942.

At 1042 the BRVAM was submerged in about the same
position a, she was at the time she torpedoed the AOBA. Meanwhil, the AOBC,

being towed by the KINU and screened by the URANAMJ, was en route Manila.**

(b) Thie GUITARRO was in Mindoro Strait where she had

submerged to avoid what she believed were loose floating mines. At 0144

she surfaced and continued northward. At 0218 mhe contacted a friendly
submarine, presumably the COBIA and exchanged calls with her.****

Wh3le on the surface it seems highly probable that

at 0335, when it was received by the ANGLLR which was nearby (although

she makes no mention of this in her war patrol report or deck log5 she re-

ceived the DARTER's first contact report on three battleships moving up

Palawan Passage at 0200 on course 0400(T), speed eighteen knots. This seems
so for at 0502, when she had cleared Mindoro Strait, her conrinding officer
took a westerly course, apparently to be in an intercepting position should
the enemy force head toward Manila. HE WAS AUTHORIZIED TO DO THIS IN HIS
BASIC ORDERS WHICH DIRECTED HIM "TO EXPLOIT TRAFFIC JANES, nD FOCAL POINTS

* War Patrol Report BREAM, Report of 3RD War Patrol, Serial 021,
November 22nd, 1944.
Detailed Action Report No. 6, AOBA, Antisubmarine action west of the

Philippines, October 23rd, 1944, WDC Document 161747.
S *** Appendix to Detailed Action Report CODJDIV 16, HO Operation, October

17th - 27th) 1944, W)C Document 161005, NA 11744.
*-W* Deck Log CAUITARR), October 23rd, 1944.

S*** ~War Patrol Report ANcLER, Report of 501 War Patrol, -erial 0)9(10),

November 9th, 1944.
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IX AN FROM AREAS*. WHILE THIS W1ALD DELAY HIS ARRIVAC. IN CIS
PATROL AREA (WHICH WAS ABOUT EIGHTY MILES TO THE NORTH), HIS DECISION TO
DELAY SEKS SOUND FOR THE ENEMY FORCE BEING PUFUED BY THE DARTER WAS
SUFFICIENTLMY STRONG TO MERIT PRIMAr ATTENTION.

At 0609 he submergnd and, except for sighting snene
aircraft, his patrol until 1042 was unevenifUl,

(2) ROM and HERGALL.

The". two submarines had been assigmnd a patrol line in
the South China Sea from Cape Varella to North Danger Shoal, but at the be-
ginndng of this day, they *ere both off station.

The ROCK, which had previousl4 departed her patrol sta-
tion and had headed south but was now returning, arrived on her regular
patrol station at 0708 and submerged for the "ay's pa- .ol.*

The TERGALL, in the sea area south of Saigon anO some
500 miles from her assigned patrol lM)e, commended returning to her assigned
patrol station at 0200, having sighted nothing of importance during the
search of this area.** She iamamned on the s&rfac i during daylight as well
as darkness and at 1042 was about 480 miles from her patrol line.*** Neither
of these submarines made any contacts iu• Ing this period.

(3) BLUEGIYL.

The BLUEGILL, in the Sulu Sea, was proceeding southward
en route Mios Woendi. She proceeded genarally on the surface dur! ng daylight

as well as darkness with fair weather and Fnod rinibiltyJ** She made no
contacts.

(4) ANUIX.

The ANGLER was patro~ling on the surface in an area about
ninety mllte SW of Lubang Island and along the traffic route toward Maridla.
At 0335 shs literenoted the DARTER's contact report of three battleships at
0200 in Latitude 08 -28'N, Lcngitude 116 0-30'E (southern Palawan Pasbage), on
course 04(O(T), speed eighteen knots.e*** With this information, the com-
manding officer estimated that he might be able to intercept these ships at
about 1800. He therefore reversed course and headed for Palawan Passage at

* War Patrol Report CKC(, Report of 4TH War Patrol, Serial -01-),
November l1th, 1944.

** War Patrol Report EFRGALL, Report of 1ST War Patrol, Serial 0102,
November 8th, 1944.

*WI* Deck Log BERGALL, October 23ri, 1944,
W*• Deck Log BLUEGILL, October 23rd, 1944.

**.-- kWar Patrol Report ANGLER, Report of 5TH War Patroi, Serial 09(IC),
November 9th, 1944.
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full speed towara above estimated 1800 position.*

While, as pointed out in the discussion of the ANGLER's
operations on October 21st, the decision of the ¢cmanding offiter to oper-
ate iu the northern end of Palawan Passage, rather then in the wateis north
of Lubang ialand, was inconsistent with his orders to cover the southwest
approaches to Manila, it seem correct to say that the imminence of the
approach of the battleship force made it unwiose to attept at this time to
move to the north and made his decision to erneavor to intercept the battle-
ship force in its 1800 position correct.

At 0830 the ANGLEh submerged to avoid closing aircraft
and at 1042 was 160 miles from Manila.

(5) DACE and DARTER.

At 0100 the DACE and DARTE, which had rendezvoused for
this purpose in Latitude 080-29. 5'N, Longitude 1160-121E, Ield a megaphone
conference to plan the "remainder of (their) coordinated patrol".** 3ince
the DACE, which had been due to depart the area for Fremantle on the previ-
ous day, had recei•-d authority to remain in the area until the 24th in order
to work a convoy of eight ships, it seems probable that the PARTER/DACE dis-
cussions related to wolf pack tactics which might be employed in that opera-
tion. Thus, it appears that the wolf pad commander felt authorized to seek
out the convoy and to leave the western approaches to Balabac Strait and the
southern approaches to Palawan Passage unguarded.

While the conferonce wLs still underway, the DARTER at
0116O * and the DACE at 0125** made radar contact on a force bearing 131 0 (T)
and 1370 (T) resl-'tively, distant 30,000 yardc. This was the Main Body of
the Japanese FIRST Striking Force which was just entering southern Palawun
Passage.

Both submarines immediately commenced making nineteen
knots and beg4n mansuvering for a suitable attack position. However, they
encountered great difficulty in reaching this position because of wbat the
DARTIM referred to as the high speed of the enemy anM which she initially
estimated as twenty-two knots. Although there is some slight evidence that
the Japanese ships may have undergone torpedo evasion measures until 00401**
which might account for the twenty-two knot estimate of the DARTER, the mvjor

* War Patrol Report ANGLER, Report of 5TH War Patrol, Serial 09(10),
November 9th, 1944.

SWar Patrol Report DARTM, Report of 4TH War Patrol, Serial 020,
November 5th, 1944.I War Patrol Report DACE, Report of 5TH War Patrol, Serial 09,
November 6th, 1944.

w- Co~nandoer IST Striking Force Visual Dispalch 221850 October 194k to
1ST Striking Force, Detailed Action Report SUZUYA, ';Ho No. 1 Cpera-Stion, October 18th - 25th, 1944, WD( Document 101747.
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weight of evidence is to the effect that, even if the ships did undergo
torpedo evasion measures, they did 3o at sixteen knots, which speed they
agintained for hours.

About one hour later (at 0225) the DARME reported to
CTF 71 by dispatch that she had contacted three probable battleships at 0200
in Latitude 080-28'M, Longitude 1160-30'E, course 04O°(T), speed eighteen
knots, with radar pipe at 34,000 yards.* This evaluation was (a) not par-
ticularly accurate as regards comosition as there were actually five battle-
ships, ten heavy cruisers, two light cruisers and fifteen destroyers in the
entire disposition. However, it seem probable that the emluation was made
on the FIRST Section (which was in the van) alone, in which case there were
three battleships, six heavy cruisers, one light cruiser a&M nine destroyers,
and (b) fairln accurate as regards course and speed for the force was on
course 040O(lT ), speed sixteen knots and wab not zigzagging.** The 34,090
yards here given was the maximum rang- jbtained by the DARTER on the Japanese
ships in formation.**

Both the DARTER and the DACE, operating apparently close
together, endeavored to get ahead of the Japanese but the progress was slow.

At 0300 the DACE estimated the enemy to be on course
038 0 (T), speed fifteen knots; fu-ther, that the disposition appeared to
consist of twelve ships in two columns of four heavy ships each with
destroyers flanking, distance between columns 5,000 yards.NN** This esti-
mate of the claracter of the disposition wha generall) correct (Plate
ZXMVIII).

At 0350 the DARTER reported by dispatch that at 0300, in
Latitude 08 0-37'N, Longitude i16 0-37'E, the enemy, consisting of at least
nine ships with five on the near side of two heavies, was on course 0390(T),
speed fifteen knots and that there were many radars.*****

The DA(Z and DARTER continued to forge ahead until 0500
when it was clear that both submarines were sufficiently ahead of the enemW
to close the track. At this time the wolf pack. commader (Coamanding Officer
DARTER) directed (a) the DACE to take station ahead of the eastern column and
s•om 10,000 yards further along the track than was the DARTER while he would
take station ahead of the western column, and (b) both submarines to make

* DARTER Dispatch 2213725 October 1944 to CTF 71.
Detailed Action Report No. 3, NOSIIRO, Antiair and Surface Actions,
October 23rd - 26th, 194, WDC Document 161007.

** War Pat-'ol Report DARTER, Report of 4TH War Patrol, Serial 020,
November 5th, 1944; also War Patrol Report DACZ, Report of 5TH
War Patrol, Serial 09, November 6th, 1944.

SR War Patrol Report DACE, Report of 5TH War Patrol, Serial 09,
November 6th, 1944.

*ft** DARTkFf Dispatch 221850 October 1944 to CTF 71,
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submerged dawn attacks on their oa colune ith the DARTER making the first
attaak, He later stated that (a) the reason for waiting to deliver a dawn
attack was to determine accurately the coposition of this force as it might
be headed for Lqrte Gulf, and (b) he felt that he could safely do this as,
owing to the sims of the .nsV force and the narrowness of Palawn Passage.,
there could be no radical dawm zig.

The above crmment about Leyte Oulf seems to have been
"hindsight" fbr, on the 21st, the wolf pack commander had stated that he
felt that the fingpore - Balabac - Mindanao Sea route was the shortest
route for any part of the Japanese fleet which might be heading for Leyte.
Therefore, he most likely thought that this force was headed for the Manila
area ox, if he know of Coron Boy, possibly for that harbor.

At 0525 the wolf pack cowmander, in position ten miles
dead ahead of the western column, reported by dispatch that (a) he estimated
the ewW force to consist of a mininmm of eleven ships on the same course
a&d speed, and (b) he thought that both the DA(1 and DARTER might get in
attacks.*

The DARTER reversed course toward the enenW and submerged
at 0609. Sh planned to fire "down the throat shots" but suddenly at 0630
she noted that the enamy force had changed course to 35OD(T) which placed her
to the eastward, in a mach better firing position. Actually, the ene" had
changed course to 0350(T) at 0400, had commenced zigzagging at 0500, had in-
creased speed to eighteen knots at 0547,** and had altered course to
0lO0(T),*** rather than 350°(T) at 0630.

At 0632 she commenced firing her bow tubes at the leading
heavy cruiser of t.,e ATAGO-olase--which happened to be the ATAGO herself, the
flagship of Comm-ader Main Body who wae also Oomznde-r FIRST Striking Force,
average range 900 yards. She noted that she had rede five hits--actually she
had made four which wore so devastating that the ATAGO sank at 0653 in Lati-
tude 09oO-30'N, Longitude ll7r-18'iS**•

At 0633 she commiced firing four torpedoes from her
ster tubes at the second heavy cruiser, also of the ATAGO-class. She then
submerged to deep submergence and heard four hits of which three were thought
to be in the target and one possibly in the third cruiser. Actually, tho
target was the TAKAO which received two hits,**** The third cruiser
(CHOW)A) was not hit.

S* DARTER Dispatch 222025 October 1944 to CTF 71.
-N-* Detailed Action Rwport IST Striking Force, SHO Operations, October

16.h - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641.
*"* Appended Charts, Detailed Action Report TAKAO, Anti-submarine Action,

October 23rd - 25th, 1944, WDC Document 160141, NA 11-39.
**** Detailed Action and Battle Lessons Report ATACO, October 23rd, 1944,

wLC qcuaent 161747.
*•*** Detailed Act 4 .on Report TAKAO, Anti-submarine Action, October 23rd -

25th, 1444, wDC Document 160141, NA 11839.
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The DARTER remained sulbmerged and underwent an inaccurate
depth charge attack from Japanese destroyers.

Meanwhile, the Commanding Officer DACE, who had been
watching the attack by the DARTER and had noted that this attack had disabled
two Japanese heavy cruisers, prepared to attack himself. He noted that in
the eastern column there were two heavy cruisers in column followed by a
KONGO-class battleship. He decided to fire at the battleship and at 0654 he
ocumenced firing six bow tubes and thought that he had made four hits. This
was correct, excepting that the target was the heavy cruiser MAYA which sank
at ?O7O.*

Immediately aftor firing, the DACE submerged and under-
went ineffective attacks by thirty-six depth charges.

At 0920 the Commanding Officer DARTER, at periscope depth,
noted all Japanese shipping was out of sight excepting one ATAGO-class heavy
cruiser (TAKAO), bearing 019 0 (T), distant 12,000 yards, which was dead in the
water with an A/S screen of three destroyers and a CAP of three aircraft.

At 0930 he observed one destroyer depart to the north.

At 1042 (a) the DARTER, still at periscope depth, was
observing the situation preparatory to attacking the cruiser, and (b) the
DACE remained submerged.

This narrative of the attacks by the DACE and DARTHR on
the Japanese FIR.ST Striking Force is a remarkable example of the fortunes of
war. While it is true (as discussed under "Operations of Commander FIRST
Striking Force, October 22nd" and also under "Operations of Commander FIRST
Striking Force, 0000 - 1042 October 23rd") that the Japanese disposition was
poorly chosen for antisubmarine operations at medium speed in a passage such
as Palawan Passage, it should be clear that this fact became important in
this case only because the two submarines, by a series of good breaks,
happened (1) to make contact on the FIRST Striking Force and then (2) to be
able to get into good firing positions.

What were these breaks?

(a) In the first place the DACE, which was due to return
home, had been granted permission to remain in the area until October 24th to
chase a merchant convoy whi.ch had been reported at the northern approaches to
Palawan Passage, but which may have been later at the NW edge of Dangerou3
Ground, and thus, there were two stibmarines rather than one available for
action.

* Detailed Action Report 13T Striking Force, SHO Operations, October 16th -

28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641, NA 11839.
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(b) The wolf pack oomsmnder in the DARTER (which sub-
arine, owing to the new assignnmwnt of the DAM., should properly have taken

station in the south.rn appioaches to Palawn Passage and in the western
asroaches to Bhlabae Strait in order to cover those approaches as effettively
as possinle with one submarine) had instead, (a) decided to discuss the DARo'n
now ahdgieAt with the apparent plan of operating the DARM in cooperation
withh the DAe against the convoy, and (b) had directed the DACE to rendezvous
with him on the eastern edge of Dangerous Ground in the southern approaches to
Palwinn Passage (DiagraM E) wh~ich rardezvouir was poorly chasen In that it left
the major width of the passage largely uncovered.

(c) The Main Body coienced zigzagging at 0530. This re-
sumted in it being an a zigzag leg of 035 0(T), reported as early as 0617 as
headed directly for the DARTER,*

At 0627 the Oonamnding Officer DARTER stated that it
"llstill looked like $down the throat' shotsel.* Suddenly he noted that at 0630
the Japanese units had aigged to the left to course 350 0(T)--actually they
had changed course to Ol0 0 (T)-and were therefore presenting excellent tar-
gets. This zigzag had occurred at a amst opportune time, for the DARTER now,
instead of being forced to fire "down the throat" shots with a low percentage
of hit probability, was enabled to fire at an average of but 980 yards with a
track angle close to the beam.*

(d) The two subarines had only been at their rendezvous
for sixteen minutes when the DARTER detected the Main Body, FIRST Striking
Force by radar, bearing 1310 (T), distant 30,000 yards, and on comse O4CO(T),
which wae at right angles to the bearing. This indicates that the DARTER
likely picked up the emawy force at the one point at which she might have
done so as the range thereafter wuld tend to increase.

(e) The radar conditions in the area, or the radar per-
formances of both the DACE and DARTER, were unusually good at this time for
war experience has shown that the reliable range at which a submarine on the
surface might be expcted to contact escorted combatant Mhips was 19,000
yards and here the contact had been made at 30,000 yards."* Is it not
probab•.e that, had the Main Body been Wat a few thousand yards to the east-
ward of its present course, which was entirely possible, it might have passed
by undetected?

(f) The Main Body, which had been making eighteen knots
and zigzagging, had but two hours earlier (2300) slowed to sixteen knots and
had ceased zigzagging. Why Commander Main Body did this is not clear for he
wueli knew of the submarine menace in Palawan Passage. Because of the range
of the original contact (30,000 yards), does it not seem correct to may that,

SWar Patrol Rport DARTER, eport of 4TH War Patrol, Serial 020,
November 5th, 1944.

** Submarine Warfare Instructions USF 9, Navy Departmet Office of the
C(O 1946, C%apter 16, Paragraph 160,. Table 2, Page 16-5.
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had the Japanese force continued on at eighteen knots, e*VW if on a fixed
course (OO((T)), the tw subarines cn.uld not have closed it before day-
light, at which time they wald likely havs been forced to submerge by
Japanese aircraft?

EBased on Napoleon's concept that certain generals are
lucky (Augereau) aid -sertain unlucky (Sauret),* it wDuld appear that the
wolf pack commander would have been characterized by Napoleon as being one
of the lucky ones,

(6) HAMW.

The HAMMERHEAD, which was departing her patrol area for
Fr1nantle, at 0650 cleared Area D4 and set course for Karimsta Strait.**
She proceeded on the surface during darkness and submerged during daylight***

At 1042 the hANKERHEAD was about thirty diles southwest

of St. Petrus Island.

(7) GUmlARD.

The GURNARD continued to chase a convoy which was nearing
the approaches to Singapore. Although the convoy was scattered into separate
groups, the GURNARD continued tc press the attack while on the surface. At
0039 she fired six torpedoes at two AK's in Latitude 01°-251N, Longitude
1050-38'E, but all torpedoes mimed.***

Later, at 022- in Latitude 010.-42N, Longitude 105°-1U'E,
she fired four torpedoes at another AK, but once again, all torpedoes
missed .***

At 0313, with the convoy so well-scattered that targets
were difficult to find and having ineffectively fired ten of his twenty-one
torpedoes (it was customary when a subtarine of the WRI.D type van to be
eiqloyed in minelaying with twelve mines to carry twenty-one rather than
twenty-four torpedoes), the coainding officer broke off the chase and met
course for Point Datoe**s where he planned to conduct the minelaying opera-
tions which he had been directed to do in his patrol orders**** but vhich,
owing to his chase of the above convoy, he had not yet commenced.

S JJ.M. Thompson, "Napoleon Self-Revealed" Ib--ton and New York, 1934),
Letter 23, General's Characters, Page 31.

i •* War Patrol Report HAMMERHFAD, Report of MN] War Patrol, No Serial,
November 2nd, 1944.

S**" War Patrol Report (GRNAhD, Report of 7TH War Patrol, Serial. 030,
Sgov~er 17th, 1944.

*N*• CG T71.1 Operation Order o, 145-&4,, October Ath, 1944, to (LFNAjD.
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At 0720 he e1oamerged to patrol along the routes to Singap.
pore and + give all hands a rest.* At 1042 the GMNARD was bearing 2640(T),
distant 190 .idl. from Point Datoe.

(8) BATFISH.

The BATFISH, in Kakassar Strait, was northbound on route
to her patrol station north of Scarborough Shoal, She proceeded cto the surn-
face diuring darkness and eubmergsd during daylight** wid made no contacts of
importance. At 1042 xhe wa bearing 189°(T), distat 210 miles fron• Cape

(9) O.

The O, off western Luzon, was making a rearch sweep to
the western edge of her patrol area, premmbly in an effort to locate the
task force previously contacted by the S3ADRAGON. Although the course of the
task force we reported to be 210 0(T), the Omoanding Officer COD appears to
have done his utmost to locate this force by searching westward as far as his
area mould alloff. He was doomed to failure for, unknomn to him, the Japanese
SECOW Striking Porce had passemd trough this area only six hours prior to

this time (Diagramu 9).

It is of note that, unknown to the COD, the three Japa-
neae destroyers of DE.IV TWET!-ONE were about twenty-five idl.es distant en
route Manila (Diagram Z).

At 0644 the CC(] comoncod patrolling toward Cape
Bojeador. Although she submerged for about one hour at 0713, she operated
otherwise on the msrfaoe.

At 1042 she was bearing 2601(T), distant 135 miles from
Cape Bojeador.e**

(10) LA".

T ULAPON was prooeeding southward in Makassar SLrait em
route to ?rwemntle. At 0700 the oonmiarding officer learned of the init-aded
air strike schedule for BaLikpapan*• and being in that vicinity, civeided to
remain in the area to reder any possible assistanse to the PADDIE. H.
patrolled off Balikpapan on the surface.****

SWay Patrol Report WIOIARD, Report of 7TH War Pamol, Serial 030,
Novadr 17th, 1944,

SWar Patrol Report BATFISH, Report of 5TH War Patrol, Serial 057,
Deomer 1.t, 1944.

**% War Patrol Report OCD, Report of 5TH War Patrol, Serial 06, November
20th, 1944.

S*~*War Patrol Report A14, Report of 6TH War Patrol, Serial 44,
October 31st, 1944.

'757



Imp

CrF 71
October 23rd

At 1042 the LAPON ws bearing 1920(T), distant 210 miles
from Cape Kangirelihat.

(11) COBIA.

The COBIA ws prooeeding southward in Mindoro Strait on
route Freomntleo At 0127 she coepleted transit of Mindoro Strait and entered
the Sulu Sea*

At. 1•42 she ws bearing 252 0 (T), distant fifty miles
from Naeo Point, Panay laland.

(12) EIACKFIN,

Having reported to crF 71 on the previous day for opera-
tional control and having received additional orders to patrol Area D6 (the
area west of Balabac Strait), the BLACKFIN was proceeding as direoted on
southerly courses.** She proceeded on the surface during darkness as well
as daylight.***

At 1042 she was bearing 286W(T), distant fifty miles
from Scarborough Shoal.

(b,) Lifeguard Submarine PADDLE.

The PADDLE, in Makassar Strait, arrived in her lifeguard
station off Balikpapan at 0600. She circled on station and remained on the
surface during darkness as well as daylight.****

At 1042 she was bearing 0960 (T), distant rifty miles
from Balikcp~p~n.

(14) Submarines Retiring from the area.

Submarbines retiring from the area, in addition to those
diocussed above, were SPITEFJUL, TELEMACHUS, STURDY, RATON and ZWAARDVISCH.

* War Patrol Report OOBIA, Report of 2ND War Patrl, Serial 035,

Novenmber 5th, 1944.
S'.4r Patrol Report 1LAaFI}•, Report of IST War Patrol, Serial 021,

Dsa*&ber 4th, 1944.
]�**Deck Log GAtWFIN, Octob•- 23rd., 1944.

*** War Patrol Report PADDLE, Report of 6TH War Patrol, Sezra 018,
Noemaber lot, 1944.
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(2) Operations of G.AF dSO PAC, October 23rd.

CAAF SO3 PAC remained with 0C0SOWESPAC aboard the NASHVILLE wbile
the operation of his aircraft in support of KING II continued to be controlled
from Hollandia.

At 1042 he was preparing to depart the NASHVILLE to attend the in-

tallation of Sergio Osmena as President of the Philippine Couonwealth, at
TaQ.oban (the capitol of Layte).*

(a) Operations of C.G. FIFTH Air Force, 0000 - 1042 October 23rd.

C.G. FIFTH Air Force, having asigned among other tasks the
following to be accomplished by his subordinate commanders in support of the
Leyte operation on this day, awmited results:

(1) C.G. FIFTH Bomber cummand:

(a) To strike Cotobato (SW Mindanao) using eight squadrons
B-24's;

(b) To strike shipping and harbor installations in the Coron -
Culian Islands area the night of October 22nd/23rd using four B-245';

(2) Commanding Officer 310th Bombardment Wing:

(a) To conduct shipping sweep to Zamboanga using one squadron
of P-47a's;

2s(b) To strike shipping Tawi Tawi using two squadrons of

(c) To conduct ohipping sweep Cagayan, Karimai, a Dijogo
using three flights of P-38's.

(3) Oommariding Officer NINETT-FIRST Photo Reconnaissance Wing:

(a) To photo reconnoiter Coron Bay using two F-5's (P-38's);

(b) To photo reconnoiter Cagayan town uning two F-5's.

(4) CTG 73.4 (Commander Fleet Air Wing SEWVlNTEEN):

(a) Carry out Search Plan FOX using ten PB4Y's.**

W* ar Diary NASHVII.LE, October 23rd, 191&4; also George C. Kenniey,
General Kenney Reports, New York, Du#11, Slhan and Pierce, 1949,
Page 452.
H** 5TH Air Force Fragment;iry Field Order No. ?29, October 23rd, 1944.

759



_CG. IFTH AIR FORCE
October 23rd

Sometime around midnight October 22Md, but quite likely shortly
before, he learned that ten planes (five from VPB THIRTY-THREE and five from
THIRTY-1OUR) had been ordered to proceed to Leyte Gulf at dawn this day.*

Since he planned to strike Puerto Princesa between 1045 awd 1100
on the following day, he now visualized the possibility of providing air
rescue for his bomber crews in the event of an effective enemy defense over
the target. He, therefore, at 0114 requested CTF 77, CTG 73.7 and the Com-
nriding Officer SAN CAM , to arrange (a) for a rescue PBY to be on station
off Puerto Princesa durnrig the above strike and (b) for a fighter escort from
the carriers off Le7t. to be provided for the protection of the PBY.

Although the desirability of having a rescue PBY so stationed is
quite apparent, it seems clear that, in this instance, C.G. FIFTH Air Force
mse either unduly optimistic or had incorrect inforsation regarding the
operation radius of the carrier-based fighters. This seems so because (a)
the shortest distance from the suggested rescue station (fifteen miles east
of Puerto Princesa) is about 410 miles, even with TG 77.4 operating just off
the M tip of Samar and (b) the fighter with the longest combat radius
operating in TG 77.4 was the F6F-5 (carrying external fuel) and this fighter
had a maxnim radius of Out 390 miles.**

This situation marginal at best would have been aggravatbd by
other factors such as (a) time dissipated in rendezvousing with and escort-
ing the PBT, ;•114 (b) failure of the attack to be executed on schedule.

WHILE, AS3 PINTED OUT ABOVE, THIS REPUEST WAS 3ASED ON A POSSIBLY
MARGINAL SITUATION AND FAY HA•VA1 HAD SOME MERIT IT IS CONSIDERED WISE TO EM-
PLOY IT HERE •S AN INDICATION OF THE IMPORTANCE WHICH COMMANDERS SHOULD AT-
TACH TO THE NECESSITY FOR UNDERSTANDING SOMETHING OF THE CAPABILITIES AND
LIMITATIONS OF THE W•AF'ONS ANT) TECHNOLOGICAL DEVICES EMPLOYED BY THEIR SISTER
SERVICES, AS WELL AS BY THEIR OWN SERVICE.

THIS KATTER iS RECOGNIZED TODAY IN "JOINT ACTION AFIED PCRCES"
WHICH STATES IN PART THAT (A) "'iE COMPLEXITIES OF MODERN MATERIAL AND
TECHNIQUE TENt) TO LIMIT THE COMMANDEIL3 DTAILED KNOWLEDGE IN THESE MATTERS"
AND (B) TO EFFECTIVELY UTILIZE THEIR FORCES COMMANDERS SHOULD (1) SELECT
COMPETENT SUB0)RDINATE COI'.MANDE2S AND (2) INSURE THAT O•MPETENT ADVISORS ARE
ASS IGN) TO THEIR STAFFS.***

At about 0920 (when MC'F 79 received the dispatch) C.G. FIFTH Air
Force rneceived CTF 77's answer to his request for a rescue PPT which stated,

* CTF 73 Dispatch 2211245 October 1914. to COMFAIRWING 17 TAdnt, info
VPB's 33, 34, C.•" 5TH Air Force, CTF 77, CIG 73.7, etc.

- Representative Enftfkr and allied Aircraft, Technical Air Intelligence
Center Manual No. 2 (TALC Manual No. 2), October 1944.

_** Joint Action Armed Forces, Department of the Army, tvie Navy ard the
Air Force, Washington, D.C., September 19th, 1951, C•kpter 3, Section
2, paragraph 302083.
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"regret that due to distance iavolved carriers cannot provide fighter escort
rtqun'd to coepy- r•our 23011/T; action Mddressee pass to rescue group,"*

He could new sne that if a rescue P1Y were to be provided it
would be required to make the flight withoat fighter protection mad therefore
considerable doubt would be raised concerning the justification for a rescue
PBY. Since his prepecto for securing air rescue had greatly diminished, it
neemns likely that te le-estimated the eituiaLion to determine whether or not a
bombing strike against Puerto Princesa without rescue services would be
Justified.

During the forenoon, becauc his headquarters were at Biak. he
likely learned that (a) sometime between midnight and 0200, (that was the
ceheduled time).,** two B-4' s from Biak staging through Morotai had bombed
Malabato airfield with three tons of bombs (Busanga Island forms part of
Curon 5ayN-N- and (b) forty-four B--241s from Biak had departed to strike enenw
headquarters near Cotobato in SW Mindanao. These were the two pxincipal
missions assigned C.G. FIFTH Bomber Covmvi.

* As regardis ite (a) it is not clear why these two planes bombed
Malabato airfield, instead of the designated targets. It seems probable,
however, that the ftlight leader either did not observe any shipping or harbor
facilities of importance or, I espite niq -" lar, could not tiee any because of
the darkness--the moon had set-and therefore selected a new target nearby
#[ich wtuld contribute toward CCMSFVENTHFLT' s objective (the discouragement
of the use of Coron Bay by the enemy). IF THIS WAS THE REASON FOR HIS ACTION,
IT WAS SOUND FOR THE TASK ASSIGNED HAD EEN A FREDETERMLNED COURSE OF ACTION
WhY(~i MRESCRIPEM THAT THPS OBJECTIVE WAS TO BE ACCOMPLISHED BY DESTROYINGO
SHIPPING AND HARBOR FACILITIES. SINCE NO SUCH TARGETS COULD BE LOCATED, IT
WAS OBLIGATORY THAT THE FLIGHT LADE RE-ESTMATF THE SITUATIrN AND SELECT
NEW TARGETS WHICH WIULD BEST CONTRIBUTE TO THE OBJECTIVE. HIS FAILURE TO DO
SO "UUUD HAVE DISCLCSED A, LACK OF T•lE HIGHER QUALITIES OF COURAGE, JUDGEMENT,
INITIATIVE AND LOYALTY.

Whether ,'r not he knew by 1042 that neither (a) the shipping
sweep to Zamboanga or (b) the photo reconn&issance of Goron Bay and Cagayan
Town were not being made is not known.

By, 1042 he had received the reports of contacts on enemy warships
by the DARTER in southern Palawan Passage and was very likely anticipating an
wnplification t7 his Search Plan FOX pianea in S-ectors ON0E, TWO ax THREE,
one of which sholuld shortly cr.oss Palawan and be in the vicinity of the
sightings.

* CIT 77 Dispatch 222207 October 1914 to C.G. 5"1TH Air Force, GTb; 73.7,

SAN CAIRLOS.
** C.G. 5TH1 Air Force Dis;natch 2212114/I October 1914 to 310TH BombWing,

CT'F's 73, 77, 79, CXMT7'IfFI.T, £XCM3PfU).rT.
L 0.0 , C.G.TIM Air Force Dispaktch 241'M8b/I Octnoter I,)%, t,,, atl concernet

S':3WP)A operations, etc.
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However he heard nothing., for the only plane.-the search plans in
Sector ONE--which smight have made contact by this time on the THIRD Section
FIRST Striking Force vhich had Just passed through Balabac Strait had been
shot down as mentioned under "Operations of CTF 73, 0000 - 1042 October 23rd."

(b) Operations of CTF 73 (Naval Air Force), 0000 - 1042 October 23rd.

CTF 73, in the CURRITUCK, continued toward Morotai while his
Morotai-based squadrons continued to function under the operational control
of the Commanding Officer 310th Bombardment Wing who, under C.G. FIFTH Air
Force, was responsible for air operation: )riginating from Morotai.

At 0215 his flagship made radar contact on Morotai and after
entering the harbor, at 0600 moored alongside the TANGIER.*

Available records do not reveal fully the reasons for CTF 73's
visit to Morotai, but it is quite probable that he wiahed (a) to determine
at first hand the conditions of the airfield (particularly in view of the
fact that he had made arrangements to comply with CTG 77.49s request to have
replacement carrier aircraft flown there from Manus for pick-up by one of
the latter's CVEls),** (b) to inspect his Morotai-based squadrons which were
performing a major role in the execution of Search Plan FOX, and (c) to die-
cuss administrative and operational matters with Commanding Officer 310th
Bombardment Wing.

It appears that he quickly appraised the seriousness of the con-
gested condition of the airfield for at 0726 he requested OTG 77.4 for the
foregoing reason to have a CVE arrive as early as possible after the 24th.***

Then at 0932, again referring to the congestion at Morctai he
(a) requested when and where Cmr 77.4 would pick up the planes, and (b5 stated
that if CUG 77.4 could not pick them up on October 25th, he would hold the
planes at Owi pending advice from that commander.****

Meanwhile, as on the previous three days, CTG 73.4 (Search and
Support Group) ttill under the operational control of C.G. FIFTH Air Force
continued to execute his part of Search Plan FOX with his three Morotal-based
squadrons (VPB's 101, 11.1, and V46). Through 1042 these planes had made no
inportant contacts on enemy warships.

"* War Diary (JFURITUCK, October 23rd, 1944.
•l •* CTG 77.4 Dispatch 180749 October 1944 to 0P.AIR7THFLT, info CTF 77,

(CMAIWJTHKLT (Logistics); also CTF 73 Dispatch 201215 October 1944
to CAC Manus, (XUAI17THFLT (Iogstics), CTG '77.4, CTF 77, C.O. 310th
BombWing, etc.

•** 0TF 713 Dispatch 222226 October 1944 to CTG 77.4, info C.G. 5TH Air
Force, CTF 77, C.O. 31(th BombWing, CTG 73.14.

S• G-TF 73 Dispatch 230132 October 1944 to TG '(7.4, info CTF 77, 0TG '73.4
U.0. 31(•0H BombWing.
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It would appear that about this time, the plane in Sector ONE
should have contacted the THIRD Section, FIRST Striking Force which had just
transitted Balabac Strait. However, it is apparent it did not for (a) no
recw-d of enemy contact reports by this plane have been fowid, (b) at 1633
(quite likely in the vicinity of Mindanao, returning to Morotai) the plane
transmitted a message reporting its being under attack by enemy fighters*
and was subsequently shot down**, and (c) the MOGAMI in her action report
stated that no plane s or submarines were sighted during the Balabac Strait,
passage. The failure of this and other FOX Plan Searches to disclose the
presence of large enemy surface forces on this day is discussed in Volume IV.

(1) Operations of CTG 73.7 (Advanced Group), 0000 - 1042 October
23rd.

During this day the JAN CARLOS, which was the flagship of
CTG 73.7, remained anchored in Hinunangan Bay.*** Since the first elements
of VPB' s THIRTY-THREE and THIRTY-FOUR were to arrive this day, CTG 73.7 was
quite likely paying close attention to the preparations being made by his
ships (SAN CARLOS and HALF MOON) to tend them.

At about 0500 (when it was received by CTG 79) he received
C.G. FIFTH Air Force's request for a rescue PBY to be on station during the
Puerto Princesa strike scheduled for the next day.***" Since the request
included a requirement for fighters to escort the PBY, he considered the
matter but awaited CTF 77's reaction before replying.

At 0757 the HALF MOON got underway to shift anchorage and at
0821 anchored and continued preparations to tend aircraft.*****

At about 0920 (when it was received by CG(SEVENTHFLT) he re-
ceived CTF 77's reply to C.G. FIFTH Air Force's request (discussed in full
under "Operations of C.G. FIFTH Air Force, 0000 - 1042 October 23rd") which
(a) denied the provision of fighter escort, and (b) advised C.G. FIFTH Air
Force to pass the request to the latter's rescue group for action.

At about 1015 (when it was received by CTF 79) he received
a dispatch from Conunander Fleet Air Wing SEVENTEhN (Administration), based
in Mios Woendi, reporting the departure for Leyte of two five-plane sections
of FBI's at 0700.*****f

Based on the fact that his (CTG 73.7's) PBY's on arrival in
Leyte Gulf would be nearer Puerto Princesa than any other available air
rescue units, he was aware of the possibility that he might be further
queried regarding his willingness to provide the rescue service. Anticipat-
ing that he would have sufficient planes, he now attempted to weigh the

S* Aircraft in Sector ONE Dispatch 230733 October 1944 to C.G. 5TH

Air Force.
S** War Diary VPB 101, October 23rd, 1944.

S War Diary SAN CARLOS, October 23rd, 194.

**** 0C.. 5TH Air Force Ubioatch 230114/1 October 1944 to CTF 77, CTG

73.7, JAN CARLO,, info C(W 7THML,.
'*A War Diary HALF KOON, October 23rd, 1944.
t-*N-** CtkFAW (Admin) Dispatch 222211 October 194,4 to C'I'd 73.7, info 30'th

BombWirng, (;TF' s 7/7 and '18, 3AW GAKLO(,
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C~rG 73.7
CINU(AC - CINCPOA
October 23rd

requirement against the hazard to which an unesoorted PET wvIud be exposed,
Although he knew the risk would be great, he apparently felt he we not in
the position to determine the relative merits cf the issue. Acoording]y, he
decided to report his intentions, with the reasons therefor, to his comwAer
who could either override or support his proposed action in the event C.G.
FIFTH Air Force pressed the issue.

Therefore, at 1030 he advised CTF 77 regarding the rjscue mis-
sion stating, in part, "Daylight CQtalina* available; however do not consider
flight practicable without adequate fighter escort; will not send Seacat un-
less otherwise directed; advise."**

AS HAD BEEN DISCUSSED UNDER "OPERATIONS OF CTG 38.2, 0000 - 1042
OCTOBER 23RD", THE GENERAL 91PL0YMENT OF THE PHRASE, "UNLESS OTHERWISE
DIRECTED" IS NOT REOOMMF2DED BECAUSE OF THE MISUNDERSTANDING OR CCIFUSION
THAT MIGIH BE CREATED THEREBY. IN THIS INSTANCE, HOWEVER, WITH BOTH CTF 77
AND CTG 73.7 WITHIN TBS VOICE RANGE, ANY MISUNDERSTANDING ARISING WOULD BE
QUICKLY (LARIFIED.

(B) CINCPAC - CIN(POA, 0000 - 1042 October 23rd.

During the early morning CINLIAC advised his commad that an oiler as
expected to arrive in Coron Bay that forenoon for the purpose of replenish-
ing the Japanese force of which the SECOND Striking Force was a part.

Also during the forenoon he was aware that a Japanese plane, for the
second straight day, had contacted a Japanese surface force, this time in
Latitude 23o-20'N, Longitude 131 0 -382E. Since this report ms a repetition
of (a) a similar contact on the previous day and (b) it did not seem possi-
ble that Japanese planes would make the same error twice, he decided that
his interpretation of his intelligence had been faulty and therefore he
minimized the report.

This was a great error for this contact, as wes that on the previous day,
was on the Japanese Main Force. What might have happened had CINWAC, in-
stead of miniuizing this report, directed that an effort be made to discover
its &cartcter, can only he conjectured. Certainly if such an effort had
1located this force ý..d had discovered its true character the effect on Allied
operations, -nd notably on thoo- os COf1T|WLRTFLT, miett have been considerable.

* Assigrod daily Catalina on rescue mission.
;- CTG 73.7 Dispatch 230130 October 1944 to CTF 77.
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(1) Western Pacifri Tuk ftroes, 0000 - 1042

(a) Operations of~ CONTHIXU)FL

At. the beginning of the day CC4THIIRDFLT, in the MEW JMREY, with
TG 38.2, %as bearing 3100 (T), distant seventy miles from Point MICK. As has
beesn discusesd at consideable length under "Operations of 0aNTHIRDFLT,
October 22nd", an important emhange of disputohes betwen OOHIN(CH, CIN(POA,
CULSOMWAC and himself had occurred during the previous two days which
clearly revealed at this stage in the operation a mrked difference of opin-
ion in the mind* of those commanders regarding the strategic eloymmt of
TF 38 in support and cover of the Leyte forces.*

As a result of these dispatches, as wall as of other factors--
notably the SADRAGON's contact rvport on one carrier and four unidentified
ships to the westward of Luzon Strait which he had received at 0832 the
previous day**-he seem to have been watching the developing situation
closely to determine whether or rot his planned replenishment schedule was
sound.

At 0053 he intercepted a report from the SHMJi repeating &n
earlier unreaeipted-for 0630 October 22nd contact on a force of seven ships
(four large and three additional) in Latitude 200-281N, Longitude U70r-50'E,
course 1900(T),, speed twenty-two knots*** (Contact 1). (This contact mws in
effect an amplification of the SEADRAGUN's report, which submarine was in the
same wolf pack with the SHAR.)

How he evaluated these two reports in not known, but it seem
likely . st owing to the (a) reported oomposition (one CV, four DD), course
(210P(T)), and speed (nineteen knots) of the SEADRAOM contact, (b) the saw
factor- of the SHARK contact, (c) distance between these contacts (ninety
miles), (d) time difference (six hours and thirty-fivc minutes), and (e)
further fact that he knew that the SEADRAGON had claimed two timed hits in
the arrtner,** he considered that these two contacts might well be on the
same force and that this force might well be part of the force mentioned in
his intelligence during the past few days.

This intelligence could have led him to believe that there nay
have been at sea in the Formosa - Philippines area a lar-yr force of which

(XM3WDFLT Dispatch 210454 October 1944 to (ID•OWESAC, info CIN(PAC,
OOMINGH, crF 77, CTF 38, C-G 38.1; CC13RDFLT Dispatch 210645 October
1944 to LVSWFSAC, info CINCPAC, CCMINCI, CTF 77, CTF 38, CTG 38.1;
O(XIKCH and CNO Dtspatch 211535 October 19441 to CINkFAC, info CCM3RDFLT;
CINCPOA Dispatch 211852 October 1944 to COK3HDnLT, info C(IlIH, OO-
SOWESPAC; (MF3FLT Dispatch 220344 October 19••4 to CINCPAC; XOMSOW&B-
PAC Dispatch 212240 October 1944 to XM31F1.T.

SSEADPRAGON Dispatch 212140 October 1944 to CF 17
•*r SHARK Dispatch 221410 Octxber 1944 to OMgJUIVAC, info CGIM3HDFLT, CCM-

SOWESPAC, CTF 77, OSMINCH, 0OMNAVGHPCHINA, all TF"C1s and TGC'i 3F4DFLT.
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4king Force (referred to as FIFH e)was a part, and which,
in addition to the units of the SECOND Striking Force (RDIV TWENTY-OE and
DESROI• ONE, included two battleships (FUSO and YAMASHIND), DESROM EEVEN,
and probably CARDIYrs THREE and FOUR.

Actually this intelligence was erroneous, for the only force at
sea in this area was the SEZOON Striking Force ((UIV TWENTY-O and DElHRNONE).

At O201 he received Headquarters (XMSEVENTHFLTte intelligence
sunay for the period October 21st through noon on October 22nd. He noted
that such of the information contained therein he had by other means and
that nothing in the su=mary showed real evidence of a major rbaction to the
invasion of Leyte dhich might require positive intervention by his command.*

However, despite this fact he aealised that there was conmider&-
ble concern, not only in SOWESPAC but also in CINQt.C - CINGPOA, over the
security of the Allied forces in the Leyte area. In fact, he had been ad-
vised by the latter commander in positive language that the limitations im-
posed by the necessity of covering SOWESPAC forces had to be accepted.
Therefore, he seems to have reviewed his instructions to his cound for the
morrow, as well as for the following days, and to have arrived at the conclu-
sion that (a) his planned operations for CTGcs 38.1 and 38.4 were sound ir-
cluding the transfer of COhBATPAC in the WASHINGTON with the ALABAMA and
DESDIV 100 from TG 38.3 to TG 38.4, but that (b) his planned operations for
CTG's 38.2 and 38.3 were perhaps not sound in t+hat operating these two gromps
in Area CONDOR with air searches merely covering the sea area to the eastern
coast of Luzon for the purpose of giving early warning of eneVy surface
forces approaching via Luzon Strait would in no way provide information con-
cerning the movements of any Japanese forces operating (1) in the waters to
the westward of Luzon and the Visayas, (2) in the Manila and Coron Bay areas
in particular.

Perhaps he recalled that it was only on the previous day that he
had expressed his desire to "swing some blows in support" and realized that
it w•e a little bit difficult to swing blows in support from Area CONDOR.

He now studied the charts to see whether this could be done #ith-
out forcing a change in his planned replenishment schedule, He could see
that he could easily change the operating area of TG's 38.2 and 38.3 to a
position about ninety miles to the eastward of Polillo Island hiich position
could be readily reached by 0600 October 24th without affecting the planned
replenishment schedule for these two groups. This was so because the sched-
ule called for TG 38.3 to fuel in Area ALCOHOL on October 26th and as this
area was but 500 miles from the above position, there was sufficient time to
arrive there from the Polillo Island position by that date providing nothing
occurred to prevent it; i.e., enetrw contacts of great importance.

SCO(7THFLT Dispatch 220305 October 1944 to addresaees concerned with
SMZPAC operations.
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Because of this, he decided that it wuld be wise to (a) change
CTOM' 38,2 and 38.3's present orders, which were to operate commencing 0600
October 24th aMd until further orders in Area CONDOR and (b) direct them,
instead, to operate in an area about ninety miles due east of Polillo Island
and (e) make air marches to the westward from there rather than from Area
OCtDOR. However, he realized that, if he was going to acoomplish this, time
ws of the essence and since TG 38.2 wuld be fueling and would be delayed
for some time, it would be mise to direct CTF 38 (who ws in TG 38.3) to
(a) proceed iamedlately with TG 38.3 to the above vicinity (Latitude 150-OOIN,
Longitude 1230-30'E), (b) sxtend his afternoon air search for this day to the
westuwrd to cover as mich of the Sibuyan Sea as practicable, (c) launch an
earjy-rwning reinforced search on October 24th to mxian distance in sector
220 - 295(T), striking targets of opportunity, (d) leave tie battleships
(WASHINGTON, ALABAYA) and DESDIV 100 (OOCGWLL, CAPERTON, INGERSOLL, KNAPP)
at Point CONDOR to rendezvous with CTG 38.4 as previously directed.

He therefore at 0252 issued dispatch instructions to this effect
to CTF 38 saying, in addition, that TG 38.2 uild join CTF 38 (who was in
TG 38.3) upon completion of fueling.*

HIS DECISION TO MAINTAIN HIS PLANNED SCHEDULE FOR TG' S 38.1 AND
38.4 AND TO CHANGE THAT FOR TG, S 38.2 AND 38.3 SEEMS SOUND. HOWEVER, HIS
DESIGNATED AIR SEARCH SECTOR DOES NOT APPEAR SOUND FOR THIS SECTOR SEARCH,
'WHILE IT COVERED THE ABOVE APPROACHING ENEMY SHIPPING AS WELL AS THE MAJOR
JAPANESE AIRFIELDS ON LUZON (WHICH, AS SHOWN ON PLATE XV WERE ALL SOUTH OF
LINGAEN GULF), COULD WELL HAVE BEEN ENLARGED TO RECONNOITER (A) THE FEW
NORTHERN AIRFIELDS ON LUZON AT THE SAME TIME (LACAG, APPA?J, TJGUEGARAO),
AND (B) ABBUYAN AND PERHAPS BALINTANG CHANNELS.

Meanwhile, realizing that CTG 38.2's 0600 October 24th rendezvous
with CTG 38.3 was some 360 miles to the westward and that if the fueling wore
delayed into the afternoon this might require a rejoining speed of twenty-
five knots, he decided to endeavor to reduce the fueling time and the dis-
tance to the rendezvous. Therefore, at 0303 he sent a TBS voice radio
message to CTG 38.2 (a) directing that commander to expedite his refueling
that morning employing a westerly course if practicable, and (b) inviting
attention to his (COMTHIRDFLTbs) 221752 to CTF 38 which he considered
urgent.*

At 0307 he intercepted a message from the wolf pack commander in
the RESUGO reporting that the BFSUC(X (a) ms now patrolling the eastern half
of Area SEVEN (Hungo Suido and approaches thereto) while HONQUIL was patrol-
ling the western half, ** and (b) had made no further contacts since his
last serial (Serial Three, discussed in full under "Operations of CTF 17,
October l8th"-Volhme 11 of this analysis).

CO* CM3RDFLT Dispatch 221752 October 1944 to CTF 38, info ali concerned
with SOWESPAC operations, COMINCH, CINCPAC, all TF(t's and TGC's 3RDFLT.
COM3RDFLT TBS Voice Radio Message 230O303/1 October 1944 to ("G 38.2.

**N PESJUGO Dispatch 221-514- Octxober 194 to COMSURIPAC.
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Sinc* he had received a speoiAl report from CINCPAC at 0747 the
previoUS Urning estimating that the Main Force and/or its Supply Force had
probably sortied from the Inland Sea very recently (likely the 20th), this
WSUGO dispatch likely caused him to feel that if the sortie had occurred
either (a) Kii Suido or Shimonoseki Suido had been employed, rather than
Bmgo Suido, or (b) the &nio Suido submarines had failed to intercept the

(Actually, as is shown under "Operations of UTF 17, October 20th",
(Plate XX) the Main Force sortied Bungo Suido on October 20th but was not dio.-
covered by the submarines off that strait, owing to the fact that they had
been reassigned by the wolf pack comwder in the BESUGO and by CTF 17.
Whether or not CTIR)FLT was saert to this reassignment is not clear.)

At 0429 he received, as an information addressee, CTF 77's dis-
patch reply to CTG 77.4's recommendation of the previous day that morning and
afternoon sweeps be made against Visayan and northern Mindanao airfields. In
this dispatch (quoted in full under "Operations of CTF 77, October 22nd") CTF
77 (a) directed CTG 77.4 to reduce his target CAP to sixteen VF and direct
support groups to six VF/six VT, and (b) suggested that CG 77.4 conduct (1)
early morning fighter sweeps, and (2) afternoon attacks against ene&y air-
fields in northern Mindanao and western Visayas and against enemry shipping in
those areas.* He likely received this dispatch with satisfaction since he
seems to have been of the opinion that CTG 77.4 was entirely capable of meet-
'Ing this threat.

At 0455 he knew that contact had beeo made with the fueling group,
bearing 2140 (T), distant fourteen miles.**

At 0518 he received, as an information addressee, a report frcm
CTF 71 of a oontact by the DARTER on three probable battleships at 0200 in
the southern end of Palawan Passage on course 0400(T), speed eighteen
knots*** (Contact 4).

At 0553 he received, as an information addressee, the DRUM's re-
port of three ASASHIO-class destroyers contacted at 1745 the previous evening
in position Latitude 190-13'N, Longitude 118 0-52'E, course 0900 (T), estimated
speed twenty-five knotw*H** (Contact 3).

At about 0600 he noted that TG 38.2 had rendezvoused with the
fueling group and at 0615 had oonymnced fueling on course 2700(T), speed ten
knots.**,*"

* CTF 77 Dispatch 220603 October 194 to CTU 77.4, info C.G. 5TH Air
Force, CAAF SOWSPAC, CTF'5 78, 79, O03ERD)'LT, CTF 38.

**, War Diary 00MDESDIV 104, October 23rd, 19/W4.
SCTF 71 Dispatch 221923 October 1944 to CINCPAC, O3C14 TFLT, C.G. 5TH

Air Foroe, etc.
* DRUM Dispatch 2-1037 October 1944 to CC14fUBPAC, info MM9041SPAC,

COMINCH, (3M3InhFLT', etc.
*- Deck Log NEW JERSEX, October 23rd, 1944; also War Diary CCVI='S)IV

104, October 2I3rni, 19144.
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At 0620 he intercepted the DARTERos second report (Serial 3F.M)
of the meW fores sighted in the southern end of Pala•mn Passage which report
amplied the 0200 contact report to at least nine ships, five medium on near

Wde of two heavies with many radars and gve the 0300 position as Latitude
090-37'N, Longitude 1160 -371E, course 039 0(T), speed fifteen knots* (Contact 5).

At 0745 he received DARTER's third report of the eneW fore in
Palawan Passage, quoted in part as follows- "Estimate mininam, eleven ships.
Same course, speed.** Comparing the three reports by DARTER made over a period
of three hours, he could see that (a) the course and speed had not changed
appreciably, and (b) there were at least eleven ships of %hich two or three
might be battleships with the remainder cruisers and destroyers.

At 0805 he received a dispatch from CTF 71 advising that the
DARTER had reported the enenV at 0300 as compoeed of a minimum of eleven
shi:s with many radars in Latitude 080 -37'N, Longitude 1160-37'E, on oourse
0391(T), speed fifteen knots.***

At 0834 he received a dispatch from SSEVE2THFLT retransmitting
the ICEFISH's contact made at 0930 the previous day on two heavy cruisers and
three destroyers in Latitude 190-44'N, Longitude f18'-UE, on course 160°(T),
speed sicteen knots ,,*** By comparing this contact -Ath one obtained earlier
ty the SHAK, he ccold see that this force was very like3l the one reported
by the SAWK; i.e., the Japanese SECOND Striking Force.

(It mry be appropriate to insert parenthetically at this point
that, since COMTHIDFLT listened regularly on the submarine reporting fre-
quencies, quite often intercepting their contact reports, he may have
received the original contact report directly from the ICEFISH and therefore
much earlier than 03. However, he does not appear to have done so in this
ease.)

At 0145 he received a visual message from MTG 38.2 estimating
completion of fueling by 1200 and announcing the latterts intention to arrive
by 0600 the next day at the same position assigned TC; 38.3 unless otherwise
directed.******

As a result of thece additional contact reports, but mainly as a
result of the DARTER's reports,****** he now re-estimated the situation to

* DARTER Distatch 221850 October 1c4  to Radio Perth Avstralla.
DARTER Dtspatch 222025 October 1944 to (MF 71.
CTF 71 W.spatcl 222-18 October 1944 to all TFC's 3RD and 7TH Fleets,
0XI'3UDFLT, O(t7THFLT, info CIN(CPAC, CTF 17, C.G.Vs 5TH and 13TH Air
For•es.

�CEFInSH Dispatch 221301 October 1944 to CCMSUBEAC, Info CXM7THFLT,
(Readdressed by OH7TTFLT to CTY's 71, 72, 57, 38, "OM3RDFLT and
all TG('s of TF 38).

" *�*** C= 38.2 Visual Dispatch 222345 Octcber 1944 to (X'M3fDMFLT.
S" Admiral Halsey's Story, by Fleet Admiral W.F. Halsey, USN, and

Lieutenant Commander J. Bryan I1I, USNR, (New Tork, 1947), Page 211.
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dsterumie whether or not his plans as presently ordered were adequate. While
the nature of his sental processes at this time are not known, it sems
probable, from the directivez dhich he issued later, that he reasoned along
these lines:

(a) As regards the DARTER contacts, theme were soving steadily
in a northeasterly direction through Palawan Passage and consisted of a
minimu of eleven ships of which a number (perhaps three) were heavy ships,
likely battleships. These ships, if they maintained their preseit course
and speed, could arrive in the Coron Pay area by about sundown.

(b) As regards the ICEFISH contact of the previous day which he
had just received at 0834 this morning, these ships, if they headed directly
for the Coron Bay area, could also arrive there easily by affdown.

(c) From these two facts, it could be estimated that a minimum
of two Japanese forces (and likely other forces as well, since the DARTER
on the previous day had reported three large ships one of which dimly seen
appeared to be a battleship in Dangerous Ground). consisting of not less
than eighteen ships, and probably many more, cmld, among other capabilities,
concentrate in the Coron Bay area by sundown (where there were likely to be
oilers), or even strike directly against Leyte.

But, if they did so, what were their objectives? He likely re-
called (a) OM4SEVERTFLT's 210526 wherein triat commuader had pointed out
that Coron Bay and the harbors in the vicinity appeared to be highly likely
concentration or fueling areas for important elements of the Japanese fleet
which might attempt to strike againat the Allied Leyte forces,* (b) his own
dispatch (190100) wherein he had cited the enemy capability of attempting
to deploy his fleet in small dispersed groups near the objective area in
such manner that they could concentrate quickly for short, fast, unheralded
Tokyo Express runs,** and (c) CXmSOWSSPAC's 212240 wherein that commander
had pointed out that until land-based air forces were established on Leyte,
his forces were subject to raiding enemy elements both air and surface.***

He now estimated the strength and weakness factors, He knew
from his contact reports that the Japanese forces included battleships-.-how
many he could not say with any sureness for he did not know, but he had
reason to believe that the FIRST Striking Force in the Singapore - Drwiei
area numbered six battleshipsam"H and since three battleships had been ob-
served this morning by the DARTER and one on the previous day (also by the

* CXK7THFLT Dispatch 210526 Octber to C.G. 5T4H AirForce, CAAF
SOWESPAC, info COt4SOWESPAC, COM3RDFLT.

** (*M3RDFLT Dispatch 190100 October 1944 to CCft1SWESPAC, C647T1lFLT,
info CINCPAC, COMINCH, all TFC's 3RD and 7T1 Fleets.

*** CXSOWESPAC Dispatch 212240 October 1944 to XOMi3U)FLT, Info CINCVOA,
CrF 38, CTG 38.1, CofS U.S. Army (Marshall).

***• owl__rCAlTAsKRFRPPC (CTF 38) Oper&tion Order No. 11-44, Serial
00020, Octob•r let, 1944,, Annox F.
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DARTER), he know that at least four battleships were in the vicinity of
Palawan Island with a possibility of more.

As regards his own command, he had at present in TG's 38.2 and
38.3 but four battleships, two in each group. Thus, he might we"l be out-
numbered by Japanese battleships.

He then likely estimated the air situation. He naturally had
reason to expect Japanese land-based aircraft reinforcements would arrive
in the Philippines ik and wimn the Japanese surface forces attempted
counteraction. Thus, he could expect that any aircraft employed by the
Japanese would consist of both (a) land-based aircraft operating from bases
in the Philippines and (b) carrnar a rft (aeT~ral carriers had recently

been sightAO ! t-Ul" iouth China Sea). However it seem probable that he
fNit that his aircraft in his two task groups (TGMs 38.2 and 38.3-about
388 planes), presently ordered to station about ninety miles to the east-
ward of Polillo Island, would be .n'ficienty strong to gin air supremacy
within the range of their aircraft.

He now considered enean capabilities. What could the enwV,
with the surface forces already located and with those additional forcee
not as yet located, do to interfere with the Allied operations at Leyte?
As pointed out earlier, he realized that they might (a) attempt to reinforce
their ground troops at Leyte by Tokyo Express runs (1) in small dispersed
groups so located as to be enabled to concentrate quickly, and (2) by light
surface forces msving in more or less directly (Actually, in connecLion with
Tokyo Express possibilities, he had advised C(KSOIEPAC on October 17th as
well as on October 19th relative thereto.), (b) make strong air and surface
raiAs against his Leyt. forces (This was the principal concern of both
OCMSW(NPAC and OCMSE THFLT (CTF 77).), or (e) make a strong attack on
the Leyte forces employing major forces.

He decided that his present plans were inadequate for, while
his two task groups off Polillo IA]And were well dioposed to reconnoiter
the air search sector designated and to strike the airfields swith of
lingayen Gulf, they were not adequately disposed to guard the approaches
through the Philippims; i.e., (1.) Sibuyan Sea and San Bernardirw Strait,
and (2) Kindariao Sea and Surigao Strait, against enemy surfaoe forces.

He clearly saw that in view of his instructicns to cover and
support COKSC7MIAC' a forces (which instructions had been r eceantly affirmed
by CINCPAC)* it had become imperative to clarify the picture** and to, do so
adequately required (a) a redistribution of his forces, and (b) the employ-
met of three rather than two task groups to cover the approaches through
the Philippines. 4e decided that he would (1) leave TG 38-3 in its

* CINPAC Dispitch 211852 October 1944 to CiH3RDFLT, info (*MINCH, Xi-
SOWESPA C.

** Action RFport OCM3RDFLT, Report on the Operations of Western Pacific
Task Forces and the 3IDFLT, Serial 0085, Januar'y .5th, 1945.



0OM4IfFLT
& October 23rd

proviamay desipated position about ninety miles to the eastward of Polillo
Island, (2) station TG 38.2 with the IOWA and NEW JEBSEY (the strongest
battleships in his coiannd) off San Bernardino Strait ((XMTHIRDFLT ws in
the NEW JERSEr), and (3) station one of his two retiring task groups (TG's
38.1 and 38A) off Leyte Gulf. (Wile his reasons for selecting TG 38.4 are
not know., it smnelikely that, since TG 38.1 had approximately 326 planes
and TG 38.4 had but 207 planes, it ms because this task group was tempor-
arily composed in part of the two battleships (WASHINTON and ALABAMA) with
OCMDATPAC. This wmld gie him a total of six modern battieships and about
595 planes if the three task groups were concentrated.)

He therefore, in accordance with this decision, issued the
Lopleme•ting orders as follows:

(a) At 0859 a dispatch directing TG 38.4 (plus ALABAMA, WASHDIG--
TON and DE.IV 100) to proceed innediately to arrive in the vicinity Latitude1l 0 -301N, Longitude 12 6UR-3o'E, by 0600 October 24th, and to launch a re-
inforced search to westward at dawn, striking targets of opportunity;* and

(b) At 0903 a dispatch directing TG 38.2 to proceed, upon oomple-
tLon of fueling, to the vicJnity Latitude 13 0 -OO'N, Longitude 1250-OOIE, to
arrive by 0600 October 24th and to launch a reinforced search to westward at
damn to include Coron Bay, striking targets of opportunity.**

FROM THESE TWM DISPATCHES, AND THAT SENT AT 0252 TO CTF 38, IT
CAN READILY BE SEEN THAT OOMMHIIDFLT HAD MADE A SERIES OF DECISIONS WHICH,
IN EFFECT, W)ULD STRATEGICALLY DISPOSE HIS FORCES ALONG THE EASTERN LITTORAL
OF THE PHILIPPINES BY THE NEXT DAWN AS FOILOWS: (A) TG 38.3 WOULD BE IN A
POSITION APPICiXIATELY NINETY MILES DUE EAST OF TH NORTiiERN TIP OF POLILLO
ISLAND; (B) TG 38.2 WOULD BE ASTRIDE THE EAS17•N EXIT FF04 SAN BERNARDINO
STRAIT; AND (C) TG 38.4 WOULD BE IN A POSITICfN BEARING 050 0 (T), DISTANT
FIFTY Mn-SFRLM THE SE TIP OF SAMAR ISLAND (SUNGI POINT). FR"M THESE POSI-
TIONS HE 0)LU READILY PROJECT HIS QOKSIDFYJJLE STRENGTH AGAINST ANY JAPANESE
MOVE EITHER TO REINFORCE THE LETTE GARRISON OR TO ATTAC2( THE ALLIED FORCES IN
OR NEAR IETTE GULF.

BASM) ON PROBABLE ENFf4Y COURSES OF ACTION, HIS DECISIONS RKLATING
THRETO SEE SOUND. YET., IT 15 APPARENT THAT ALTHOUGH THE WESTErN APPROACHES
TO LEYTE (WHICH INCLUDED TI{E EASTERN PORTION OF THE SOUTH CIINA SEA AS WEL
AS BALARAC STRAIT) WERE TO BE WELL COViRD BY THE C(•BINED EFFORTS OF

AIMX-BASmD AND FOX PLAN SEARCHES, LITTLE CONCERN WAS SHOWN ! G(•XTThi31DFiT
FOR THE L1,!M1I)0W OF AN MN-XY THRUS'! FROM THE NCRT1I OR NORETf:AST. THIS
MATTER HAS EM DISCUSSEV AT OONSIDEXA-ME LENGTH I 1WI,17 "OPERATIONS OF

* 00)(3RDFLT Dispatch 222359 October 1944 to CTG 38.4, inro O0MINCH,
CINOPAC, all TFC~s and TGC:'s 3RDFLT, all concerned with SOW-SPAC
operations.

* Cm3IDUFLT Dispatch 230003 Ocober 1944 to CTG 38.2, info (XINCH,
CINCPAC, all TFC-'s and lTOC15 3RfDFLT, all concerned with XW-04PAC
operati one.
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=OfTUIfDPLT, OCrEOER 20TH1. IT IS REASONABLE TO ASSUME THAT HE CONTINIM) TO1
MND UPON (A) THE TF 17 SUBIARINES STATIONED OFF 111 SUIDO AND KU
SUIDO, AND (B) THE TG 30.5 LAND AND TENDER-BASM AIR SEARCHES FFRý THE
MARIAAS AND PALAU (DIAGRAM B) TO WARN HIM OF AN MW APPROACH FROM HIS
NOIII¶RN FLANK (WHiICH HE LIZARiLT (XNSIDERMI UNLIKEY).

It appears also that he continued largely to discount the
threatening portent of the two intelligence reports received at 0747 and
1233 respectively on the prbvious day, the first estimating the Japanese
Main Force and/or its supply force as having probably sortied from the
Inland Sea (within the past day or so), and the second reporting that a
Japanese plane had reported a contact at 0637 on the 22nd in either Latitude
10 -321N• or Latitude 250-321N, Longitude 1330-38*E, as a result of which a
precautionary alert had been ordered for the Nansei F'ioto. Parenthetically.,
it would appear quite unlikely that a contact other in on aircraft carriers
mould have prompted such an alert.

The foregoing thesis, that he gave little weight to the above
intelligence, is substantiated by the fact that he issued no special in,-
structions to CTG 30.5 to investigate the contact position within the
latter's area of search responsibility.

Since he had now assigned CTG 38.4 new duties he at 0911 can-
celled his orders of the previous day for a series of ship transfers (mainly
destroyers) which would have occurred with the arrival of TG 38.4 at tlithi.*

At 0917 he sent a visual message to CTG 38.2 wtich largely re-
peated and called attention to his earlier dispatch (220003) -4iich would
appear on the FOX broadcast.**

At 0936 he directed the LIPAN (ATF) to turn arvwy, proceed to
Point CONDOR and remain there awaiting further order.W**

Meanwhile, he continued to study the situation to d eteritne
whether or not he skould make any change in the operations plrrnd for
CTG 38.1. As a result of this study he decided not to change CTG 38.1lu

* order_- While he issued no ir-tructions to this effect, the fact that he
i f made this decision is clearly shown by the dispatch which ho sent at 1021

to CTG 38.1 dirctting that coinander upon arrival at Ulithi to (a) detach
CJIJDTV FIVE and DFSRON FOUR (less EBIMT and ROE), (b) reform TG 30.2 as
directed in previous instructions, (c) detach CONDESRON TWET with FAREN-
R)LT, WD1WWRTH, CALLA and GRAYSON with orders to report to CMT 57 for
duty.****

• COM3RDFLT Dispatch 230011 October 944 to •,lTGs 38.4,"30.3, info CINC-
PAC, OC14CRUDIV 10, CANBERRA, CTF'6 38, 57, CTG 30.9, CC.UIF..ON 12.

*' C0M3R)FLT Dispatch 230017 October 1944 to CTG 38.2.
*** CWI3RDFLT Dispatch 230036 October 1 94;, to LIPAV, info O&INC'H, CIhC-

PAC, all TGC's 3RDFLT, al- concerned with SQWESPAC OPrations.
* t'G0C3Rf-I'-• ,tIapatah 231021 October 1942 ,o CTG 38.1, info CTF's 38,

57, CINCPAC, CC4Df&SDIV 24.
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The qaevstion now arises as to the correctness of t~his kiecision.
CQearly he based h~o da1$ sion on the following facts, some of which are diss.-
cussed fully under "Oper,ýtions of' oCWfHDO)Fr, October .* ,(a) ho h&:1 Wo
prpao ?or Oporation HDTFVOT which, as has been stated earlier, %iaa. ached~-
uled for Novemuber 11th, (b) this requirad that the groups of T? 38 be rto-
turned to Ulithi. or to other replacement arzeas for rest, recreation, andl
repleniishment of aircraft and pilots, (a) this was particularly t~me becauoe
of ema~bt f'atigue whieb was developing in his 3ormmand (FITZJN EIGHTC in
BUNKO~ HILL),, (d) enemAy forces of major atrength had not as 'yet been con-
tacted by Allied aircraft or submarines or reported by Allivl Thrtalige~in,
(e) exoeit for sevvral contacta on single carriers (prawwmably eonsidered ae
being unmits no' the larger force of which the SECOND Striking Force was a
part) there had been no indications of the pr#,oence of thou Japanese main
carrier~ atrength anjietire, and (f) he had, as pointed out earlier, In TG's
38.2, 38,.3 mnd 38.4~ forces of sufficient strength to meet auccessfully !a
combat axtrw of the enanq naval fortes presently located.

hiut in so doing did he adequately meigh certain other f~otors,
notably the facts that (a) an Vie preceding day he had been ad-tised by CING-
PAC that ths limitations inip~esd by the necessity of covering SOWESPAC forcer
had. to be accept~ed,* (b) he kn~ew that (1) an increasing number off enaW con-
tacts %e being made by Alled submarines to t~he westward of Luzon on south.-
eVly courses and to t~ie westward of Palawan on northerly courses which con-
tacts included several oarriers, at least. four battleships, .iumarous rruisers
and diestro~yers and some reinforcement aircraft and (2) there had been inc ica-
tions that the sturface forces might be headed for Coron Bay where they ex-
pected to fuel from one or mo~re oilers and then initiate some counteraction,
(ci) ho had not received any search reports fron. bis oam planes for 0imost
twenty~-four hours. (It will be recalled that his ami searches on the previ-
ous day covering a sector from Area CONDOR to the east coast of Leyte, had
been osnnelled because of bad weathcr, and his forenoon searcheni presently
wnderway covering ýhe same sector had not completed their searches.), (d)
neither the objective nor the magnitude of the expected Japanese counter-
attion had been deterained.

The available evidence would indicate that he did not weigh the
"Re~rtain other factors" adequately for, although it is clear that he felt
himself to be sufficiently strong to give adequate protection to the Allied
forcea inside Leyte Gulf against raids by Japanese surface ships and aircraft.
and against normal Tokyo Express runs, there is nm indication that he fel t
rtrong enough to give such adequate protoction should the Jap)anelse n1eet
decide on major action, supported by maxixna airpower from land bases, In
fact, '.-e evidtwice is to the contrary for, on the foll owing day after zn ght-
ing the Main Body FIRST Striking Force iki the Sibuyan Sea, he directed CTG
380.1 to "revarbe course, proceed toward Point H~ick best. speeju"**

* CINOPAC Dispatch ZU1852 October 194.4 to C093R1ULT, info (X141?W,
COOSOWLSPAC,
D* 'Y43RDFLT Divsatch 232346 October 1944 to C`'G 38.1, Info all. TG~t3 of
Ty 38,
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Whil.v his 19h.sic reason for not changing CTG 38.1's orders is
noviere stated, it would appear that it was largely due to his cortinued
adherence to the concept, often rvoccurring in the course of this analysis,
that major fleet action was not axpected. In fact, CTF 38 had stated in
his basic plan, in pst, as follows:

(I.) "Although aciost all of the enemy' s carriers are listed as
available for combaý, actua.ly probably only a few of them xiave air groups
sufficiently trained for coatbat. It is vst unlikely that be will risk any
large portion of his fleet in combat until his carriers are fully prepared
for action,"l*

It alr.o seems to have been due to tne fact that he was still con-
cerned over the necessity for preparing for Operation HOTFOOT, which ab has
beer. mentionrd earlier in this volme, das scheduled for about November llth,
and which would require the full strength of TF 38. This concern was perhaps
increased by the fact that CINOPAC had not as yet either delayed or cancelled
Operation HCTFOOT but had instead by his silence thereon given the impression
that that operation was to be made effective as planned.

BASED ON THE ABOVE, IT SLI&S CMZRECT TO SAY THAT COCT1ITRDFLT'S
DECISION TO HtTI?8 CTG 38.1 WAS UNSOUND, EVEN THOUGH IT S.1aTS TO HAVE BFEN IN
SCONSONANCE WTH TME BELIEF OF HIS COORDINATE CUAMANDER--CTF 77 (COMSEVENTHFLT)

WHO AS SH04A4 UNDER "OPERATIONS OF CTF 77, 0(M0 - 1042 OCTOBER 23RD", HAD JUST
DECIDEL) THAT THE. EN1AZ. v 1LD') UP IN THE CORON BAY PAfx WAS THE "FIRST PHASE OF
MAGNTFIrýi) Ttv(Y1 O EXPIP;•S6 RUNS AGAINST LEYTE."

WHAT THEN SHOULD HE HAVE DONN? ONE ANSWIR PRESENTS IT3I.LF. WOULD
HE N&I HAVE MA.ADE A PrTT[a DECISION HAD) HE DIRECTED CTG 38•1 TO OPERATE IN AREA
CONIDOR UNTIL THE SEARCHES HE HAD ORDERED FOR THE FOIJCNING MCRNTNG (WHICH
SEARCHES JOULD M•4BACE THOSE ARES WHEREIN JAPANESE SURFACE FORCES KkD BEEN
REPORTED) HAP, BEEN COMPLETED. THEN, WITH THE INFOR4ATION THUS GAINED FLUS
THE ,MATION OB1TAINzE FTFO.! OTHER :;OURCiES (I.E., *';LWARIN Si, LAND_-BASED
AIRCk'AF'r, AND HIGH 1EVEL INTELLIGENCE), HE WOULD (A) BE Bh3Iý,;` ABLE ro DECIDE
WHETUiER OR NOT To PErH4IT CTG 38.1 TO PROCEED TO ULITH,1, AND (H) KAVE TG 38.1
IN A MUCH BtTTER REI kTIVE P(OITION SU3OULD ITS SERVICES Bit; R -UIR,").

At lO410 0OMI'hIRDFLT in TG '38.2 was bearing due east distant 405
miles from northern tio of Polillo Island.

SW:er:aTiov, a Nn. 11-14.14, SIerial 00020,

.o cber I st- * 944ý
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CTG9s 38.1 and 38.4
October 23rd

(1) TF 38 (Fast Carrier Force,, 0000 - 1042 October 23rd.

(a) Operations of COG8s 38,1 and 38.4.

At tho beginning of the day CTG 38.1, who was OTC in the
WASP with TG 38.1 in company with CTG 38A with TG 38.4, was en route to
Point CONDOR where he was to rondezvous with TG 38.3 for the transfer of
CCMBkTPAC in the WASHINGTON with the ALABAMA and MDIV 100 from that task
group-o TG 38.4 for passage to Ulitid.*

At 0500 he learned that CO4THIRDFLTJ had decided to sta-
tion TG's 38.2 and 38.3 about ninety miles due east of the northern tip of
Poli2lo Island in order to search the Sibuyan Sea and the wtern approaches
to the Philippines. He uoted that no change was contemplated at this time in
the plans for the (a) retirement of his two groups to Ulithi, or (b) transfer
of CTG 38,3's two battleships and DESDIV 10ON* to TG 38.4 at Point CONDOR.

As he continued eastward he observed the preparations
being made within TG 38.1 for topping off destroyers and flying routine
patrole.***

AT 0536 he observed the HORNET launching the first of the
day's air patrols which consisted of a CAP of twelve VF and a SNASP of three

VF and three VT.**** In the meanwhile, the ENTERPRISE, in TM 38.4, was

launching the first patrols for her group consisting initially of an eight-VF

CAP and a four-VT ASP.*****

At 0555 he sighted TG 38. 3 bearing 1300(T).

At about 0640 heavy ships of his group on a fueling

course 115 0 (T) commenced topping off destroyers.******

At 0758 the battleships WASHINGTON and ALABtMA, with
DESDIV 100, reported for duty with CTG 38.4.

TG 38.4 now consisted of FRANKLIN, SAN JACINTO, ENTER-
PRISE, BEL.!AU WOM, WASHINGTON, ALABAMA, WICHI'A, NEW ORLEANS, MAURY,

• * COK3RDFLT Dispatch 220214 October 1944 to CTG's 38.2, 38.3, info

COMINCH, CINCPAC, all TFC's and TGC's 3RDFLT, all concerned with

SOWRSPAC operations, etc.
S* COM3RDFLT Dispatch 221752 October 1944 to CTF 38, info COMINCH,

CINCPAC, all TFC's and TGC&s 3NDFLT, all concerned with SCM&SPAC

operations, etc.
War Diary CTG 38.1, October 23rd, 1944; also War Diary HORNET,

October 23rd, 1944.
pi* Deck Log HORNET, October 23rd, 1.944; also CTG 38.1 Dispatch 220915

1944• to TU 3Y.I.1.

*%**iK Deck Log XNTITRPRISE, October 23rd, 19144.

S***** Deck Log& WASP and FRANKLIN, October 23rd, 1944.

776 OQNFIIN .



Mrs's 38.j. and 38.4
Octobeir 23rd ,

GRIDLEY, HEM, MUGFORD, RALPH TALBOT, PATTEiSON, BAGLEY, WILKSE, NICHOLSON,
SWANSON, COGSWELL, CAPERLTON, INGERSOLL, KNAPP, McCALL.

At 0819 he advised Conwander Naval Base lilthi that he
would arrive with TG' s 38,1 and 38.4 in accordance with CORTHMRDFLT' s 220219
and requested certain information.*

Although he recmrds as having received at 1047, as an
infoization addressee, an order from COMTrIXRDFLT to CTG 38.4 to procced with
the WASHINGTON, ALABAMA and DESDIV 100 to the vicinity of the eastern
entrance to San Be-nardino Strait-to arrive there by 0600 October 24th and
to launch a reinforced search to westwara, striking targets of opportunity,**
it seems probable that he received this dispatch earlier, for COMCRUDIV SIX
in TG 38.4 records having intercepted it at 1000.**

He could now see that COMTHIRDFLT' s plans for the follow-
ing day had been modified to the extent that (a) at 0600 TG's 38.2 and 38.3
would be operating about ninety miles due eaa0 vf Poi.illo Island, (b) TG 38.4
would be operating about seventy miles, bearing 0500 (T) from the SE tip of
Samar, and (c) he (CrG 38.1) himself, with TG 38.1, would presumably b, con-
tinuing on to Ulithi as planned.

Up to this time he had received numerous contact reports
by Allied submarines on enemy forces it the South China Sea, all of which art
given in full under "Operations of COMTHIRDFLT, 0000 - 1042 October 23rd".
These reports showed that eiemy forces in some strength appeared to be con-
centrating in the Coron Bay - Manila Bay area,, From these contacts and from
the dispatch changes COMTHIlDFLT was making ir. his basic plans, it seems
clear that both CTG's 38.1 and 38.4 could readily discern CQITHIRDFLT's con-
cern in the developing situation.

(a) At 1042 CTG 38.4, who continued to top off his
destroyers on an easterly heading, was bearing 0720(T), distant 295 miles
from his 0600 October 24th position (Latitude 11 0 -30'N, Longitude 1260-301E.
bearing 0500 (T) from SE Samar).

(b) CTG 38.1, on course 2700(r), speed ten knots, zig-
zagging, was bearing 2930(T), distant (approximately) 530 miles from Ulithi
(his present destination).

(c) So far this day neither t~ask group had suffered any
losqes of aircraft or pilots.

(d) As of this hour TCG 38.1 had a total of 187 VF, 72 VB
and 67 wr and TG 38.4 a total of 109 VF, ý4 VB and 54 VT.

* OTG 38,1 Dispatch 222319 October 1944 to COQNAVBASE Ulithi, info
CTG s 31.4 and 30.9.

*A CG3RDFIT Dispatch 222359 October ).944 to .,I 38.4, info COMINCH,
.. NCPAC, all TFC' s and TGC' s 3RDFLT, all concerned with 3O(WESPAC
operations, etc.

:*** War Diary COMCRUDIV 6, October 23r1, 1944.
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CTG 38.2
October 23rd

(b) Operations of CTG 38.2, 0000 - 1042 October 23rd.

At the beginning of the day CTG 38.2, in the INTREPID
with TG 38.2, on course 0730 (T), speed aixteen knots, and zigzagging, wae
heading toward a fueling rendezvous with TU 30.8.4 at 0700 at Point MICK.*

Shortly after 0303 he received a TBS voice radio message
from OOKTHIEDFLT, who was in his task group in the NEW JERSETD ordering him
to (a) expedite his fueling schedule for this day, (b) enploy a westerly
"heading .f practicable, and (c) direct his attention to his (GOWTHIRDFLT's)
221752 which was urgent. and would soon appear on the FOX broadcast.** Al-
though he had probably received the greater portion of the intelligence
available to CC(THIMFLT, nevertheless this order miet have comw as a surprise
since he had been previously directed after fueling at Point MICK to proceed
to Area CONDOR to arrive not later than 0700 October 24th and to operate there
with CTG 38.3 until further orders.

At 0455 he made radar contact with the fueling group
bearitS 214 0 (T), distant fourteen miles.***

He likely wondered what new instructions he was to re-
ceive. However, any conjectures which he may have had were set at rest at
0500 when he received CCKrHIRDFLT's dispatch above referred to. From this,
he could see that, whereas on the morrow he was still tc operate with CTG
38.3, he would not operate in Area CONDOR but, instead, would operate in
Latitude 150 -OO'N, Longitude 1230-30'E (about ninety miles due east of the
northern tip of Polillo Island).

At 0549 the first of the morning' s defensive air patrols,
consisting of an eight-VF CAP and a four-VT ASP, was launched from the
CABOT .mm

At about 0600 he rendezvoused with the fueling group
which included six oilers (T(KAHAWK, KENNEBAGO, MARIAS, PECOS, CACHE and
SAUNGATUCK), one escort carrier (NEHENTA BAY) amd five destroyers and
destroyer escorts (WEAVER, DAVID W. TAYLOR, EIDEN, JOHN D. HENLEY and
HILnkRT).***** At 0615 he commenced fueling on course 270 0 (T), speed ten
knots,*N*,

Meanwhile, knowing that COMTHIRDFLT was anxious to
expedite the fueling and feeling that that conmander, by directing his atten-
tion to CGNTHIRDFLT's 221752, meant him to comply, .e decided to do so with-
out further signal. Therefore, at. 0845 he advised (XRTMIRDFLT to this effect
as follows: "Estimate completior fueling by 1200. Unless otherwise directed,

* Deck Log INTREPID, October 23rd, 194.
** OCM3RDFLT TBS Voice Radio Kesae 230303/1 October 1944 to CTG 38.2.
I•** War Diary COM4DESIAV 104, October 23rd, 1944.

*W** War Diary CABKT, October 23rd, 1944.
**W** War Diary IMRISH, October 24th, 1944.
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CTG 38.2

LOctober 23rd

will head for Latitude 15 0 -,O0N, Longitude 1230 -301E, to arrive by 0600
October 24th..* However, if he had had any concern as to whether or not
this decision to head for the rendezvous point with CTG 38.3 for 0600 the
folloidng morning met with the approval of CO)THIRDYLT, this concern was
soon removed for at 0935 be received a visual dispatch from that commianer
(a) directing him to proceed to the vicinity of Latitude 13 0-OO'N, Longitude
125°•-01'E (the eastern entrance to San Bernardino Strait), where he was to
arrive by 0600 October 24th, and (b) referring him to (XMTHIRDFLT 230003
which wuld soon appear on the FOX broadcast,**

SINCE OCOTHIRDFLT WAS WITH HIM IN TG 38.2, THE SENDING OF
THIS DISPATCH WITH THE WORDING "UNLESS OTHerWISE DIRECTED" DID NOT CREATE CON-
FUSION; NEVERTHELESS, THE ENPLOYMENT OF SUCH PHRASEOLOGY IS NOT RE00MMENDED AS
GENERAL PRACTICE. THIS IS BECAUSE ITS EMPLOYMENT CAN READILY CAUSE DIIFFICUI-
TIES. DURING THE BATTLE OF MIDWAY, CTF 8 (C(MMANDER NORTH PACIFIC FORCE),*"
WHO WAS AT SSA OFF KODIAK, ALASKA, IN THE NASHVILLE, STATED IN A M I0RANDUK TO
HIS SENIOR CMOWIDERS THAT, AS HE WAS MAINTAINING RADIO SILENCE BY NECESSITY,
HE DID NOT WANT THE TO SEND HIM A SIGNAL "UNLESS OTHERWISE DIRECTED, CERTAIN
ACTION WILL BE TAKEN". HE FURTHER STATED THAT (A) HE WAS OPPOSED TO THIS TYPE
OF DISPATCH O THE GROUND THAT IT REQUIRED (I) BREAKING RADIO SILENCE, OR (2)
ASSLU4PTION ON TM. PART OF THE SENDER THAT IF NO ANSWER WAS RECEIVED HE (cTF 8)
WAS IN FULL ACCORD WITH THE ACTION TAKEN, AND (B) SUCH AN ASSUMPTION COULD
WELL BE INOORRZ•.*N.

Possibly at 1000 (when it ws received by COMCRUDIV SIX
in TG 38.4) he received, as an information addressee, COMTHIFDFILT's orders
to CTG 38.4 to (a) arrive in vicinity Latitude 110-30'N, Longitude 126 0-30'E
(about seventy miles bearing 0500 (T), from the SE tip of Samar) ýy 0600
October 24th, and (b5 launch a reinforced search to westward at d wn on the
24th.*H***

He now had a fairly clear picture of CcMTHIRDFLT' s plans
for the following day as follows: (a) by 0600 October 2J4th three task groups
(TG's 38.2, 38.3 and 38.4), for the purpose of making air searches over the
western Visayas, were to be stationed about 140 miles apart (mean), and in
that order along a 320 0-140 0 (T) line, and (b) one task group (TG 38.1) was
to continue on towrd Ulithi as previously ordered.

Up to this time he had received numerous contact reports
on enen7 forces uade by Allied submarine.- in the South Chi"a Sea, all of
which are given in full under "Operations of COMTH110FLT, 00(X) - 1042 October
23rd". These reports showed that enemy forces in some strength appeared to

* CTG 38.2 Visual Dispatch 222345 October 1944 to COM3RW)FLf.
* OCM¶3RDFLT Visual Dispatch 230017 October 1944v to CT,( 3V.2.

*** Rear Admiral Robert A. Theobald, USN.
S War Diary CTF 8, June 4th, 1942; CTF 8 Memorandum, June 3rd, 1942.

E •i* GOM3RDFLT Dispatch 222359 October 1944 to 9'[G 38.4, info COMINCH,
CIINCPAC, all TFC's and TGC's 3-RDF1,T, all conc.3rned with 50&f3PA C
operations.
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CTG 38.3

C0 • ' October 23rd

be eoncentrating in the Coron Bay - Manila Bay area. From these contacts
and from the dispatch changes C(MTHIRDTLT was making in his basic plans, he
could readily discern CMIITHIRDFLT' s concern in the developing situation.

kt 1035 he detached the BUNKER HILL, STEPHEN POTTER and
BEIHAM with orders to join TG 30.4 with CTG 30.4 im the BUNKER HILL* and to
proceed to Ulithi in accordance with previous orders. (Since this group
(TG 30.4) does not contribute to any of the subsequent action, it will be
dropped from further discussion).

At this time TG 38.2 consisted of the INDEPENDENCE,
INTREPID, CABOT, IOWA, NEW JERSEY, VINCMIES, MIAMI, BIL(OX, TINGEY, O&N,
HICKOX, HUNT, LEWIS HANCOCK, HALSEY PCIMLL, CUSHING, COLAHAN, UHI.MANN,
YARKALL, TWINING, STOCKIWI, WMERBURN, KILLER, THE SULLIVANS, MARSHALL.

From sunrise and until 1042 he maintained a CAP of eight
VF and an ASP of four VT. As of this hour his comuand had suffered no losses
of aircraft or pilots.

By lU42 CTG 38.2, in the INTREPID, on course 2700(T),
speed ten knots and zigzagging, was about 255 miles, bearing 063°(T), from
his 0600 October 24th position (Latitude 13-O001N, Longitude 1250 -0O1E).
He had not as yet received the detailed orders (COMTHIRDFLT' s 230003) to
which C(MTHIRDFLT had earlier referred. At this time TG 38.2 had a total of
85 VF, 23 VE and 35 VT.

(c) Operations of CTG 383, 0000 - 1042 October 23rd.

At the beginning of the day CTG 38.3 in the ESSF.X with
TG 38.3, on course 0600(T), speed sixteen knots (zigzagging) was about fifty
miles south of his 0600 rendezvous position (Point CONDOR) where he was to
(1) rendezvous with CTG' s 38.1 and 38.4, (2) transfer CCKBATPAC in WASHINGTON
with ALABAMA and DESDIV 100 to CTG 38.4 for temporary duty, and (3) operate
in Area CONDOR and maintain morning and afternoon search in sector
280°i-350°(T) to a distance of 300 miles.

Comencing at 0030 he changed course to 3300 (T) and
headed thereafter on various courses to the northward following a circuitous
route to Point CONDOR.

Everything appeared to be going according to plan when
at 0500 he received, as an information addressee, a dispatch from COt)THIRDFLT
to CTF 38*- (q• ted in full under "Operations of COMTHIRDFLT 0000 - 1042
October 23rd") which changed his plans for this day somewhat. Among other
items, it (a) directed CTF 38 on this day to (1) proceed immediately with
TG 38.3 to arrive vicinity of Latitude 150-O0'N, Longitude 1230-30'E (about
ninety m~iles due east of the northern tip of Polillo Island) by 0600 the
following morning, (2) extend this day's afternoon air search westward to

* Deck Log BUJNFi HIILL, O.tober 23rd, 1944.
S** CX43RDFLT Dispatch -1-752 October 1944 to CTF 3$.
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cover as mach of the Sibuyan Bea as practicable, (3) leave WASHIGTON,
ALBm and MIV 100 at Poirt CMDOOR to raerosvous with COT 384 as pr'evi-
osmly directed, and (b) advised that CTG 38.2 would join upon oompletion of
fueling. It se highly probable that he now received instructions from
CrF 38 to coN01Y.

He likely at this time made an estimate of the situation
to determine how beet to handle the transfer of his battleships to CM 38.4
for the distanee from his present position to his 0600 position the next
orning was about 420 miles. This v"a to be covered in about twenty-seven

hours which required an SOA of about fifteen knots. From his track, it seem
clear that he decided that since be had sufficient time he would continue in
a northerly directim until he was *xe east of Point CONDOR and then would
change course to the westward to pass through that point.

At 0427, izn accordance with this plan, he changed course
to the vast to close that point. Yowept for course changes necessary in con-
nection with flight operations, he maintained this westerly heading through-
out the remainder of the period,.*

At 0534 he changed speed to twenty-three knot s*

At 0555, in accordance with instructions from CTF 38,
his flagship (IS=U) oouenced launching a 300-mile sector search of the area
28•O-350 0 (T), employing seven VF mid seven VB with one VP and one VB in each
ten-degree sector.**

At 0601 he detached OCHMATPAC in WASHINGTON with ALAEBAMA
and DMIV 100 and directed theam to Join CM• 38.4.** At 0611, in accordance
with these orders, OrAATPAC departed the disposition and headed for TG 38.4
which at this time was &pproximately twenty-two uiles to the southwest.I**

TG 38.3 now consisted of the MSSEX, LEXINGTON, PRIN(-EON,
LANCGLY, MASBACHUSMITS, 30UTH DAKOTA, SOITA FE, BIRMINGHA, %MILE, RYMO,
CMARMC K. BRMONSON, ODTN, DORTCH, GAMLING, HEALY, PO-WFIELD, CALLAGHAN,
CASSIV YOUNG, IRWIN, PR!MTON, LAWS, LOMNSHAW, MORRISON.

At 060 he (a) sighted TG 38.4 bearing 2600(T) distant
seventeen miles, and (b) contacted by radar TG 38.1 bearing 2400(T), distant
twenty-eight miles.'*

Poseibly at 1000 (when it was received by (LMCRUDIV SIX in
TG 38.4)MN*wN he received, as an irnormation addressee, OONTHIRDFLT'e orders

SD ock Log ESM, October 23rd, 1944.
S ** War Diary CTG 38.3, October 23rd, 1944.
" *,* Deck LOg WASHINGTON, October 23rd, 1944.
N4 War Diary LANGIM, October 23rd, 1944; also Deck Log &SSEX, October

23rd, 1944.
S** War Diary CO(CRMDIV SIX, Oc*ober 23rd, 194.
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to CTG 38.4 (a) to arrive in vicinity Latitude 110 -3OtN, Longitude 1260-30'E
by 0600 October 24th, and (b) launch a reinforced search to the westward at

! dawn that morning.*

Thus, at 1042 he knew that the plans for the following
morning bad been modified as follows: (a) at 0600 TG's 38.2 and 38.3 would
be operating about ninety miles due east of Polillo Island, (b) TG 38.4 would

be operating about seventy miles, bearing 050 0(T), from the SE tip of Samar,
and (c) TG 38.1 would presumably return to Ulithi as planned. He had not
received as yet COMTHIRDFLTt s dispatch 230003 which reassigned TG 38.2 from
the above position to & position off San Bernardino Strait.

During the day and until 1042 he received numerous contact

reports by Allied submarines on enemy forces in the South China Sea, all of
which are given in full under "Operations of CCNTIIRDFLT, 0000 - 1042 October
23rd", and which reports show that the enemy forces in some strength appeared
to be concentrating in the Coron Bay - Manila Bay area. From their contacts
and from the dispatch changes CCKTHIRDFLT was making in his basic plans, it
seems clear that he (CTG 38.3) was fully alert to COMTHIRDFLT's concern in
the developing situation.

At 1042 CTG 38.3, on course 275 0(T), speed twenty-three
knots, was about 420 miles east of Polillo Island and was heading for his
position, abost ninety miles east of that island.** At this time TG 38.3
lhad a total of 136 VF, 55 VB and 54 VT.

(2) Operstions of CTG 30.5 (Air Search Reconnaissance and Photo-
graphic Group), 0000 - i042 October 23rd.

CTG 30.5, as on previous days, continued his air searches

from Kossol Passage, Saipan and Tinian as shown on Diagram E.

Duwing the morning while embarked in the HAMLIN in Ulithi he
most probably received (a) the contactx reports on Japanese warships to the
northwest of Luzon and in sou-hetrn Palawan Passage, and (b) COMTHIRDFLT's
orders to GTF i8 which wouId plane TG's 38.2 and 38r3 about ninety miles to
the eastward of poee to Island, and (ab) possibly received CbeaHIRDFiT' order
to CTrG 38.4+ to procee-d to a parit.Jon about sevbenty miles, bearing 0500(T)

from the southeast tip of Samar.

In examining the reported positions of the contacts he could
,sasily Oas-ern they were well beyo:id the radiu of his searches and he
thereform quit. likely fe)t that no special instructions to his command
were appropriate at this ti:uk.

* COM3$FLT D1spatch 222359 October 1944 to CTG 38,,4, info COMINCH,
CINCPAC, all TFCv s and TGC' s 3R1FLT, ali ccncerned with :.'(MK'3PAC
operations.

* Deck Log JEX;, October 23rd, 19•,.
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By 1W4 the search planes from Tinian had reached the points
shown by the 1042 arc. In this portion of the search they made no contacts
of importance. One plane-the plane in sector 3080 - 317 0 (T)-attacked a
merchant ship and was damaged by enemy machine gun fire. Fortunately the
damage was not so serious as to prevent the completion of the search. HOW-
EVM, THIS EVBIT IS MENTIONED HEM AS ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF THE TENDENCY OF THE
PLAME CMOMARDMRS TO DISREGAHD THEIR BASIC INSTRUCTIONS. Since this matter

has beeu com•inted on fully under "Operations of CTG 30.5 October 22nd", it
wll not be elaborated on here,

During the day, his seaplanes under TU 30.5.1, based in
Kossol Passage continued to escort TG 30.3.*

(2) Operations of CTF 17 (Submarine Force Pacific), 0000 - 1042 October
23rd.

At the beginning of this day, CT? 17 %as probably still engrossed
with the contact reports which he had received from his submarines Just before
midnight, and which he had observed were on units heading toward the west
coast of Luzon.

Since (a) the contacts on the larger units had all been made during
the forenoon, and (b) they were reputed at speeds from sixteen to twenty-two
knots, he could see that by midnight they should have crossed Latitude 180-
301N, and therefora should be in CTF 71's area. He likely awaited with ir,-
terest contact reports thereon from the TF 71 submarines.

Shortly after the beginning of this day (at about 0100) he received
a dispatch from the wolf pack coamander in the BESUGO to the effect that,
having made no contacts since October 18th, (a) he had changed the patrolling
plan, and (b) the BESUGO uts now patrolling the eastern half, the RONQUIL the
western half, of Area SEVWM* (Plate XIX).

Since to did not take any contrary action, he seem to have approved
of the change in the patrol stations of these two submarines. This seems so
for it will be recalled that on October 19th, when the wolf pack commander
had stationed the MBUGO and I0EQUIL off the eastern coast of Kyushu and the
GABILAN off Okinoshima, CTF 17 had changed the orders to the GABILAN, had
detached her from the wolf pack and had moved her to Kii Suido. He now per-
mitted the wolf pack commander's new assignment of the EMSUGO and RONQUIL to
stand. It seems likely that at this time he re-examined his instructions to
the GABU.AN and found them sound for he likewise issued her no new orders.

His decision to do so seems correct for he know that other Japanese
forces still in the InlAnd Sea might be sortieing presently; i.e., he had
reason to believe that the Japanese Main Force and/or its Supply Group had
sortied perhaps through Bsmg Suldo but his intelligence thereon wab

• War Diary MACMINAC, October 23rd, 1944.
S* BlUGO Diapatch 221544 October 1944 to CTF 17.

*703



CTF 17
October 23rd

indefinite. Therefore, it was wise to cover against the possibility that
only one of the above had sortied. What he did not know was that both the
Japanese Main Force (on October 20th) and the Japanese Main Force First
Sfpply Group (on October 22nd) had already sortied through BwW Suiio with-
out being contacted by his subtarinse.

Shortly after 0121 he received a dispatch from the BONEFISH in which
she aebwt~ edged her routing instructions to Saipan which had been sent on
October 21st, and included a report of the full names of the rescued airme
she had on board.*

During this time he Do doubt learned from CINCPAC's headquarters that
the contacts made by his submarines on the previous day were being readdreesed
to the principal commanders, including CTF 71.**

A short time later (at 0520) he received a contact report from CTF 71
that one of his submarines had contacted an enemy force.

But, to his surprise, the units contacted were not. those which had
been reported by the SEADRAGON, SHARK, I(EISH and DRUM, but were, instead,
three probable battleships in southern Palawan Passage at 0200, on course
0400(T), speed eighteen knots,*** which had been contacted by the DARTER of
TF 71.

This alerted him to the fact that there wre a number of Japanese
units, some on southerly courses and some on northerly courses, heading in
the general direction of the Manila - coron Bay area, and possibly alerted
him to the fact that some Japanese counteraction of limited scope was under-

Shortly after this he recedved another report from CTF 71 that the
same submarine in southern Palawan Passage had now reported that at 0300 the
contact consisted of at least nine ships, five medium on near side of two
heavies, on course 039 0 (T), speed fifteen imots, with vany radars,**** and
then at 0745 (tas COCMHII)FLT received it at this time) lie learned that the

* War Patrol Report BONEFISH, Report of 6TH War Patrol, No Sexial,
November 8th, 1944.

** DRUM Dispatch 221037 October 1944 (Re-encyphered as CINWPAC Dispatch
22165s October 1944 to CMWWSO PAC, CCMINCH, C(J33DVLT, CTF 77, all
T.PC's and TGC's 31DFLT); also ICEFISH Dispatch 221301 October 1944
(Re-encyphered as (f47THFLT Dispatch 221301 October 1944 to CTF's 71,
72, 57, 38, CIG's 38.1, 38.2, 38.3, 38.4, COM3RDFLT); SHARK Dispatch
221410 October 194 (Re-encyphered as CINC(AC Dispatch 221757 October
1944 to COC3RDFLT, all TFC's aid T¶C's 3HDFLT, (X)SOW1OSPAC, CTF r7,
COOINCH, OCNAVCWPCHINA on another system).

*** CTF 71 Dispatch 221923 October 1944 to (INCPAC, C.G. 's 5TH awid 13TH
Air Forces, CTF'n 3RD and 7TH Fleets, CT? 17.I ~** CT? 71 Disptch 222218 October 1944 to all TFC's 3'FD and 7TH Fleets,
info CIN(WAC, CTF 17, C.G.'s 5TH and 13TH Air Forces.
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submarine ws the DARTER whose latest report was that the contact consisted
of a minimum of sleven ships and that both the DA(E and DARTE had hopes of
attacking the above force.*

Wh•at he new thought of the developing situation is not known, but
since he issued no instrmctions to his command, it would seem that he con-
tinued to feel that if the Japanese planned any operations against the Leyte
area they would be limited in scope and could be handled adequately by the
Allied forces in that area.

At 1021 he informed COTHI]RDFLT of the rescued airmen being returned
by the BONEFISH and that they would arrive Saipan on October 27th.**

This completed the operations of CTF 17 until 1042 on this day,
October 23rd, 1944.

During the period 0000 - 1042 October 23rd the submarines of TF 17
operated in a manner similar to the previous day and patrolled, proceeded to,
or from station uneventfully, except as discussed below. For this reason,
the discussion of individal submarines, as has been done on the previous
days, will be omitted for this period and only those submarines experieneing
events of interest during the period 0000 - 1042 October 23rd will be so
discussed,

(a) OONVOY COLLEGE.

The BONEFISH continued eastward in the CONVOY OOLLEGE safety
lane n route Pearl Harbcr via Saipax. At 0121 she acknowledged the routing
instructions she had received from CTF 17 on the evening of October 21st and
included te fall names of the rescued airmen that were on board. She re-
mained on the surface during daylight as well as darkness.*

(b) Northwest Coast of Formosa.

The TANG continued petrolling off the northwest coast of Formosa.
Her radar now being operative, she made radar contact on a convoy shortly
after tle beginning of the day. She estimated the convoy to consist of three
large uodern tankers in column, a transport on the starboard side and a
freighter on the port side, flarked by DE's on both boaas and quarters.
Sometime prior to 0600 (the exact time is not known since she lost her
records when she sank on October 25th) sh, fired five torpedoes at a range
of 300 to 800 yards and clasined hits on three tankers. She later fired four
stern torpedoes at the freighter and transport, overlapping with an undli-
closed number of hits, but claimed sinking the freighter. She was then

S* DARMTR Dispatch 222025 October 19.4 to CTM 71 (Readdreed by Radio
I liollandia and CTF 71).

* CTF 17 Dispatch 230121 October 1944 to (XM3RDFLT, info TF 38, CiPCPAC,
CO*AIPWAC.

SWar Patrol Report HDNEFISH, Report of 6TH War Patrol, N.i o rJ.&I,
November 8th, 1944.
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attacked by a DE esort but succeeded in esoaping the escort on the surface.
At 0600 she submerged north of Formosa Strait for patrol.*

In this attack she sank three 19O0-ton cargo ships (TOUN MARU,
WAKATAKE MAHU, TATSUJU MAII) in Latitude 24°-57'N, Iongitude 1200-251E.*

(c) Northeast Coast of Formosa.

No comment s.

(d) MAWU MDRGUE.

No comments.

(e) Nagasaki - Sasebo,

The CMOAKER, in the Yellow Sea off the southwest coast of Korea,
had cade contact on a small coastal freighter-the 887-ton cargo ship
-YAKURAN MARJ--on the previous evening and was now endeavoring to obtain an
attack position. At 0052 she fired four torpedoes and scored one hit,**x
sinking the freighter in Latitude 35 0-391N, Loigtude 1260-05$E.** At 0130
she sighted a shell schooner which she engaged with her deck gun until the
target appeared to capsize. She then broke off the engagement and at 0600

submerged for the day.***

The PERCH, as before, continued to patrol across the Nagasaki -
Shanghai convoy route in a position to intercept the carrier force reported
in Formosa Strait at 1530 October 21st and which her estimate indicated might
well be intercepted on this day.*N** However, since the possibility of con-
tact wme present, she remained on the surface during daylight as well as dur-
ing darkness, presumably in order to obtain increased radar and visual
ranges.

While, as discussed under "Operations of C.G. FOURTEENTH Air
Force, October 21st", what this foroe actually was is not known, it seems
possible that it was a convoy of merchant ships escorted by the SHINYO (CVE)
en route Hainan Island to Mutsure (an island in the western approaches to
Shimonoseki Suido) where it arrived at 0600 the following morning.

* War Patrol Report TANG, Report of 5TH War Patrol, No Serial, September
10th, 1945.

•* Japanese Naval and Merchant Losses during World War II by U.S. Sub-
marines, prepared by the Joint ArkM - Navy Assessment Committee,
February 1947.

** War Patrol Report CROAKER, Report of 2ND War Patrol, Serial. 027,
November 10th, 1944.

'**•* War Patrol Report PERRCH, Reyort of 3RD War Patrol, No Serial, November
8th, 1944.
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(M) HIT PARADE.

(1) Approaches to Bwg Suido.

The sukarIne BESUGO ad RONQUIL contimnd to guard th"
approaches to Bongo Suido. The BESUGO during the night had woved ovar t.o
the eastern approaches %til~e the IONQUIL expanded her station to the nzrth•.
wrd. At 0044 the wolf p•ck oo'uander in the BESUGO informed GTF V7 of his
dispoaition,* The BESUGO submerged at 0523 for the day's patrol ad the
WNQUIL submerged at 0725.**

(2) Approaches to Kiu Saido.

No comments.

(C) China - Burma - India Theater, 0000 - 1042 October 23rd.

(1) Operations of C.G. FOURTEENTH Air Force.

As was discussed under "Operations of C.G. FOURTEMdTH Air Force,
October 22nd", the searches for the night of October 22r4 - 23rd were can-
celed because of anticipated unfavorable flying c,.nditions. The d4y searches
taking off at about 0800 through the time terminating this voiAme madie no
important sightings•.? **

* •SUGO Dispatch 221544 October 1944 to CTF 17.
** Deck Logs E.LSUGO and ROKQUIL, October 23rd, 1944.
** "AAF Operations fmom China Bases in Support of the Leyte Ca•aaign"

letter from Historical Division, Air University Library, USAF Air
Univeraity, Maxwell AFB, AlAbaira to President, Naval War C•ollege,
November 8th, 1950.
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(A) Operations of CinC Combined Fleat

WAnC Combined Fleet, in his headquarters at Hiyoshi, learned thortly
after mitight. that Commander SLMTH BUse Air Force had ar-.,ved safely at
Manila with the main flying atrength of his conmu ,* and therefore was now
*porating wvlwr CGrrander SW Area Force.

This afe arrival was likely highly gratifyirg to bin for movements
incident to the transfer of a large base air force from one iajor island to
another are difficult even in peacetime and, in the case uf the SIXTH Ban
Air Force, w')uld be even more difficult becavza of the inexperience of many
of the piloth, the lack of adequate preparations in the Phi.ivpJines to
receive these pjtnes, the possibility of bad weather, and tha danger of
enemy interference W carrier aircraft.

Knowing tat the night units of the above SLXTH Base Air Force were

attacking any Allied carriera found off Lawmn Bay, he aiaited with interott
the results of these attacka.

Er this %ime he knew that if they carried out their planned wvem*Ltg
"(a) the Main Body FIRST Striking Force, on route Loyte Gtlf via San
Bernardino Strait, was now passing through Palawan Paseage, (b) the THIRD
Section, en route 1myte Gulf vr Balabac Strait and Snmigao Strait, ms now
in the South China Sca and ws abovt to enter Balabac Strait, (c) the Main
Force -ws 800 miles east of Formosa oir a southwesterly course m route to
position Latitude 190°.0'N, Longitude 1260°40'E (approximately 260 ad.les
east of Cape Engano, the ;osition Commander Main Force expected to reach at
0600 October 24th arA the ap-roximate position from which he expected to
initiate his air action, (d) CRUDIV 31XTEM was fast appmoching Manila
vhere it was scheduled to arrive at 0800, (e) the SECOND Striking Force,
which had been scheduled to arrive Manila Bay at 07100 but which might now
not be going there, was likely somewhere in the South China Sea to the west-
ward of that bay. He hoped to hear from Conmander SECOND ftriking Force
shortly as to his new plans.

That he was wtching the movements of timzi forces with great conc'rn
seems clear for all of them were now operating in arzas where tJlied sub-
marines had been active; so active, in fact, that on the previous evening
he had warned his coimiaderm to this effact and had directed them to "give
this matter special attention".**

* ComnxMer -TH Base Air Force Dispatch i-Me group w-n'-'s October 23rd,
1944, to GinC Combined Fleet, etc., Detailed Action Report 2ND Fighter
Striking Unit, 304TH Fighter i ,2%J3FD k•r Group), October 21vt -
29th, 1944, WDC Document 160517. NA 12309.

*Cons Combined Fleet Dispatch 221051 October ].944 to Comnder SW Area
Force, info ComaWnders 1ST and 2ND Striking Forces, CRUDII 16, BATDIV
2, (3RD Section), War Diary DESROK to, October i944, WDU Document
16:1638, NA 11739.
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It sewo probable that shortly aftor miidnight he firmllo learned. of Gmn-
mander SE0%1fD Striking Force'sa plans for the ponstration operation for, at
this time, he received that comiuander' s 222000 (quoted in fU3i under "Opera-
tiot, of Commander SE0OND ftrikingr Force, October 22nd") which gave his move-
mant pl1an of wthich the salient features were to (a) arrive at Ca non Bay
evening (October 23rd) ant; f'iel, (b) sortie the following morning at 0200,
&.nd (c) arrive Uinit Point at 0600 Octobor 25th and pass into S~arigeo Strait

* behind thu THIRD Section.*

From this dispatch and from his knowledge of the time when Coiinander
THIRD Soection expected to paus Pixiit Point, (0100 October 25-th), he could
readily see that the SEXI~D Striking Force wo~uld enter the strait "ome five
hours after the THIRD Sect:ýon and therefore could not, possibly be close
enough to that section& to provide "the reser"o strength" to idiich COAMBATDIV
(WE~ ref erred.

What he thought of this dovelopment is nowhere stated, but thare is no
izdication that he d~isapproved of i*. a% this time. Whether this mas (a)

bcause he felt that, a~ince he had asseiped this =ECND Striking Force to
Comuander SW Area F'orce, he -Auld await the reaction of that comaw-Ader to
the matter, or (b) he autuallr approved of it, is not kiioui.

( ~A discussion of certain factors relating to this point-notably' the fact
that h(; desired to avoid kbaving Yioaj Admiral Kiyohide Shizsa (Commander SECOND
Striking Force) arid Vice AKimira3. Shoji Nishimura (Cotmnander THIRD Section) in
the same conmnd-is provrided in full undtr 'Operations of LCin a,%bined

n4,, Otober 22nd".

Coamencing with e..rly morning ha began receiv~ing cont~act reports, three
of "tnich were on Allied cubmarines, as follows:

(1) At 0100 an RDP' fix on a submarine bearing U?(',distant 190 miles
frain the southern tip of Formosa lkContact A)**-~this contact was on the BONE-
FISW w~birnh was actuaIly thirty idtles, bOAring 1500 (T), from the contact
position;

(2) At 021,5 ai zt.rriv'r undergoing air attack a bout 225 miles east of
Tacloban (Contact B)**--it is not knowi to what this contact r eferred as no
Allitd ,eartier group reported being tuader attLack at this tim-e, but TU r7.4.2
i'as isixtT adlss west of the contact;

(3) At 0230 an RDF fix on a submarine west af Mindoro Islarxi, bearing

* cnmnnae'r 2ND Striking Farce Dispatch 2Ž2200 October 1944, addressees
missing Lut bel ieved to incidde e9Li co~ncerned with periet~rat~ion opera-
tion., Detailedi Action Report HaW.n Force, SHO N4o. I Opera ion, October
20t,, - 25jth, 1.94i4~, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

**Appended (Thart IV, Eneity Fleet Disp.)si~ona on 0ctobar 23rd, .!.944,
Detaiiled Action Repori Man Force, SimO No. 1. operation, October 20th-
29th, 1944, FJC Docurmeit~ 16100',, NA 11744,.
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250 0(T), distant 230 miles from Manila (Contact C)*--this oontact was in
100 miles west of the GUITARRO and ANGLER;

(4) At 0230 an RL)F fix on a submarine west of lwer Palawan Island in
Palawan Passage (0ont•,•-t D)*--DARTER and DACE were approximately fifty miles,
bearing 223 0 (T), from this contact position;

(5) At 0302 an RDF fix, evaluation unknown, bearing 073 0 (T), distant 520
miles from Manila (Contact E)*-this contact was about, ,itlty riles noe~h of
TG 38.2.

From these contacts his concern lest one or w,•,n ou his ships 'Le torpedoed
was intensified. TIht this concern was justified was apparent wher at about
0515 he learned that the AOBA, flagship of CRUDIV SIX7EEN, en ruit.e to Man.ila,
had been attacked by an enenV submarine and had received one torpolo hit. ge
plotted the position of this attack (Latitude 140°-00N, Longitude .19°-281E)
and noted that it was about seventy miles from the entrance to Manil& Bay.**

Since he had assigned CRUDIV SIXTEEN to Commander SW Area Force for
counterlanding operations, he now studied the situation to determine %,"nther
or not this disaster to the AOBA would require that he assign any addi~'.nal
units to Commander SW Area Force in order to maintain the strength of the.
forces assigned that commander.

Meanwhile he watched the situation closely for he had additional forces
underway as pointed out earlier, ,vnd the possibility of enemy submarine attas*k
on any of these forces was great. Therefore, it can be safely assmned that
when sometime later he received an additional report on a sutmarine as follows:

(6) At 0532 an RDF fix oii a submarine we•st of Palawan Island at the north-
eastert, edge of Dangerous Ground (Contact G); he quickly plotted it.

What weight he gave this contact is not known, W~t it seems probable that
since this was an RDF fix and therefore very likely in error, he visualized
that the submarine ndght well be in Palawan Passage and therefore dangerous
to the Main Body, FIRST Striking Force. (This fix was not very accurate for
the nearest Allied submarines (DACE and DARTLR in Palawan Passage and ANGLER
off Mindoro Strait were 170 miles away).

Then about one hour after this he received a contact report on Allied
carriers to the eastward of Luzon as follows:

(7) At 0633 by sublmarine 1-41 on two Allied carrier aircraft in Latitude
150-35'N, Loiigitude 13(0-12'E (500 miles east of Lamon Bay).

SAppended Chart IV, Enemy Fleet Dispositions on October 23rd, 1944, De-
tailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th -
29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 117"4.

a1 (YIMCHWJDV 16 Dispatch 230445 October 1944 to CinC Comoined Fleet, Com-
mander SW Area Force, etc., Detailed Action Report CHUDIV 16, SHO Opera-
tion, October 17th - 27th, 1944, WDC Document 161VY)5, NA !1744.
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Since this was the second contact he had had on Allied carriers, it seens
highly probable that he now studied the situation to discern whether these
contacts indicated much change in the carrier operating areas over those of
the previous day. If he did study the situation for this purpose, he readily
noted that the (a) 0215 contact (Gontact B) was on carriers to the eastward
of Tacloban and therefore in the general area where carriers had been observed
on the previous day although somewhat farther to the eastward, and (b) 0633
contact (Contact H) was to the eastward of Luzon and was in the same general
area as were several contacts on the previous day. Therefore, he could esti-
mate that there h&ul been little (change in the (1) operating areas, and (2)
number of carriers operatinLg eastward of the Philippines. While this was not
a particularly pleasing developmen.t, it was clearly one which he had
visualized.

His concern As not great for the bad weather east of Manila made it
highly unlikely 'hat the anemy would launch major air attacks on this day on
Luzon. This wotd allow his base air forces there an additional day for
mounting the al&-out attack, now scheduled for the 24th. However, he realized
from his wartime experience that the Allies were capable of attacking at al-
most any time and under almost any conditions, and he hoped that this fact
would not be forgotten by his interested comnanders.

In this connection, one of his commanders at sea with the Main Body FIRST
Striking Force stated in his war diary, in part, "Today the weather was bad
in the Manila area and practically no searches were carried out... The enewy,
however, was extremely active and a major development is expected in the
battle area."*

During the early forenoon he likely received a contact report on an enemy
force made by a Type Two large flying boat at 0727.** What action he took on
this contact report is not known, but it seems probable that he realized that
this plane had reported the Main Force, through error, as enemy.

Since a similar error had been made on the previous day, it can be assumed
he viewed this failure in recognition with concern and considerable annoyance.
It will be recalled he had sent a message of caution on the subject after the

o occurrence and the fact that the error had been repeated indicated
either a gross lack of briefing or serious incompetence in his pilots.

It is of interest that this contact was picked up by Allied sources and
r6jected on the ground that since this was the second error of this nature in
two days it was most unlikely that it was on a Japanese force.

Later on in the morning he received &dditional contacts as follows:

(8) At 0915 an RDF fix on a surface target 200 miles east. of Catanduanes

* Vine Admiral Matome Ugaki, IJN, (COMBATDIV 1, Personal Diary
SkNSOROKU, Nippon Shu,,pan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha, (Tokyo, March 15th,
1953), Volume ii.
Dt Detailed Action Report I1W, SHe Nc. 1 Operation, October 25th, 1944,
uxC Document 161006, NA 12(k{4.
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Island (Contact I)*-TG 38.2 wma the closest group, 115 miles north and
refueling;

(9) That inside Leyta Gulf at 0930 there were four battleships or
cruisers, thirteen large and four small transports (Contact J);**

(10) And, of course, at least one submarine in the vicinity of the AOBA
attack at 0445 (Contact F).

Since these contacts were not unusual and indiiated that the Allied
forces, while still in the area, were showing no unusual activity, he likely
felt that the situation ws satisfactory.

It seems probable that at some time prior to 1042 he intercepted a die-
patch from the Chief of Staff Main Body FI16T Striking Force to the Chief of
Staff SW Area Force quoted in full under "Operations of CoaKnder Main Body
(FIRST Striking Force) 0000 - 1042 October 23rd" reporting that the TAKAO had
been torpedoed by a submarine and requesting assistance.**

This probability is based on the fact that the Intelligence Officer****
for the Combined Fleet stated (1957) that (a) since this dispatch was un-
doubtedly rvilayed to Tokyo by ..ie Takao Radio Station (Formosa) it would
have been received by approximately 0930 and (b) such a dispatch would
normally require about one hour for transmission, receipt, decoding and
telephoning.*

He now had information which showed that two of his task groups had been
located and attacked by Allied submarines and that two of his heavy cru.uees
had been cisabled. While this had been clearly anticipated the reality must
have been disturbingl

He could see that the enemy was now aware of the presence of two of his
forces in the Manila Bay - Palawan Passage area and therefore he could expect
that they would initiate strong countermeasures against him. He commenced
reestimating the situation to determine whether or not in the light of the
developing situation he ,hould proceed with the operations as planned. (In
this connection it seems clear that at this time he did not know that the
ATAGO had been torpedoed and sunk at 0633 (by the DARTER) and the MAYA at
0700 (by the DACE) even though the sinkings had occurred about four hours
earlier.

* Appended Chart IV, Eneny Fleet Dispositions on October 23rd, 1944;
Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. 1 Operation, October
20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
Detailed Action Report No. 2, 5TH Attack Unit (752ND Air Group),
October 22nd - 29th, 1944, WDC Document J.60258, NA 12592.

* OofS Main Body 1ST Striking Force Dispatch 230830 October 1944 to
CofS SW Area Force (info addressees unkn~own), Detailed Action Report
IST Striking Force, SHO Openations, October 16th - 28th, 1944, ývD1C
Document 101641., NA 11839.

"•*-*- Cormnarmier Chikataka Nakajiaa, ex-IJN.
•** HQý U.S. Army, Japan ltr MH 319.1, undated but received July 19th,

1957, to President, Naval War College.
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(1) Operations of Commnder FIRST Striking Force, 0000 - 1042 October
23rd.

At umdnigbt Conomnder FIRSI Striking Force, who ws also Commander
Main Body, in his flarhip the ATAOD with the Main Body (FIRST and SECOND
Sectios of the FIRST Striking Force) was proceedeing northeast it Palawan
Pasage,

Hi wa watching the general situation closely for the penetration
operation was now underway, He was interested primarily in the operations
of his FIRST Striking Force which it xW be recalled was divided into two
parts, oe, the ouch larger and the principal part, the Main Body which he
con•wided directly, the other, the lesser part, the THIM Section. It seems
fair to say that he knew that the THI Section was underway on its planned
schedule and was about 150 miles from Balabac Passage through which it would
pass that forenoon.

As the nig'it passed and he heard no especially disquieting news he
likely hoped that his comannd would get through the night without mishap.
He realized, however, that vith the arrival of daylight and the passage of
the 4ain Bodo into the Sibuyan Sea and the THIRD Section into the Sulu Sea
both of these commands would be subject to air attack. In the case of the
THIRD Section this was of particular concern because of the Allied large
type pl4nes which were operating over the Sulu Sea.

He had reason to hope for the best, however, for his THIRD Section
was being "provided with close air cover against air and submarine attack."*

With the Main Body's commencement of uigzagging at 0530 and the
increase of 4jeed to eighteen knots at the same time he likely relt that his
passage through Palawan Passage would continue to be uneventful as there had
been no submarine contacts whatsoever, although there had been strong radio
emissions at 0250.

if this was hic belief it was due to be quickly changed for at 0633,
.ntirely without warmiug, his flagship the ATAOO uab struck by four torpedoes

which caused her to oomence sinking.**

As a result of this, since he wes OneMnder Main Body as well, he
knew that the KISHINAII had been ordered alongside to rescue him and his
staff. Before the destroyer could arrive he ms forced into the water.
4eanihi:Le at 0653 the ATAGO aasik.** He ws not forced to remain in the

water very long, however, for at 0658 he was recovered by the

* Detailed Action Report MOGAMI, Battle off the Philippines, October
18th - 25th, 1944, w DLocww.t 160463, MA 12653.

Q* i Detailed Action and Battle Lessons Report ATAGO, October 23rd, 1944,
wDC Document 161747.
Detailed Action Report No. '3, TAMATO, SMe No. 1 Operation, Antiair and
Surface Actions, October 17th - 28th, .1944, W)C Document 161639.
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KISHINAMI,* which also recovered several hundred other survivors.

Once he was aboard the KISHINAMI he learned that the facilities and
the capability for handling communications of any inportant character were
poor. In fact his Chief of Staff stated later that they had experiencd
"great inconvenience on the destroyer as communication (presumably between
ships present) was possible only by light flash (flashing light?)."**

(This statement of his Chief of Staff seems incorrect and was probably
the result of a lapse of memory, for there are messages recorded as early as
0711 which were sent by voice radio.)

Therefore realizing (a) the inadequacy of the destroyer communication
system and (b) the imoortance of informing his next in command of the fact
that he was alive and on board the KISHINAMI he, also at 0658, advised that
commander (COVtBATDIV ONE) of this fact and further directed the YAMATO to
"take over communications.'"**

Meanwhile he learned that the condition of the TAKAO, which had been
torpedoed shortly after the ATAGO, vas in doubt and that at 0656 the MAYA had

* been torpedoed. He likely witnessed the sinking of the MAYA at 0700.

He now decided that he must regain a position in the force from which
*i he could better exercise conunand and therefore at 0700 he directed (a) the

KISHINAMI to rejoin the FIRST Section, which was moving generally to the
northward, and (b) the ASASHI40 to carry out rescue operations. Both
destroyers immediately executed these orders.

It seems probable tha he discussed at the earliest moment the various
aspects of the situation with his staff. The first matter was undoubtedly the
selection of a flagship. Certainly the KISHINAMI would not do if for no other
reason than her inadequate communications.

He therefore considered a cruiser or a battleship. He (a) rejected
the cruiser presumably because of her limited torpedo defensive capability
and (b) selected a battleship. But what battleship? This was not a diffi-
cult choice for he had (a) long considered the YAMATO() class battleship the
most suitable ship of his force for the purpose, i,*- (b) desired to have

Detailed Action Report No. 2, DKSDIV 31 (K1SHJNAJI), Antlair and
Surface Actions, October 24th - 26th, 1944, 4DC Docun-oert 161717,
NA 11801.

SUSSB3 Interrogations of Japanese Offici Is, Nay No. 35, lnterro,,ýtion
of Rear Admiral Tomiji Koyanagi, IJN, Volume 1, Page 147.

•* KISHINAVI (Commander Main Body) Visual Dispatch 230658 October 1944
to C(MHATDIV 1, Detailed A tion Report BATDIV 1, 6HO No. 1 Operation,
October 18th - 2Ath, 1944, 4DC Document 161005, NA 11744.

*-• Rear Admiral Tomiji Koyanagi, ex-IJN, "The Hattle of Leyte i1f--,A
Retrospection", MS Translation byv Captain Toshikazu Ohmae, ex-IJN,
edited by Roger stirneau, 1952, Office of Chief of Naval Operations
(Op-291).
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BATOIV (M under his direct cvmmand* and (a) already made som preparations
in the TAKATO should a transfer be neceseary,** thus indicating a preference
for the YAXA0O.

Why he chose the YAWATO, which already had a flag o- board, rather
than the MUSASHI which did not-the oommnding officer of tho MUSASHI had
been a Rear Admiral sinoe October 15th but did not emxrcise a flag noomaud-
in not fully knom. However, the best evidene, is that he weighed the obvi.-
ous disadvantages of being in the sam ship with his second in com&WM agaa*t
the advantagen of having (a) CKBUTDIV (U readily available for coit~sel ano
(b) CCMBATDIV ONCIs staf• available to assist his •t+aff** (which had lost tall
of its ioamunication personnel in the ainking of tlx ATAGO).•**

In connection with the above it is ot interest that wtile this trane-
for to the !YAMTO would be contrary to the oft emprescs wishes of WUnC *-*-
bined Fleet-who had rejected the idea of a battleship me flagship on the
growud that the FIRST Strikliag Forco ws expot to be ir, night action and
therefore should be in a heavy cruiser tho key shl, of n-,, action --it
was completely satisfactory to Qmander FPIRST Striking Foreo, Thus & long
cherished wish would be "accidently achieved through wlsfortte.,"*

Havi:g decAided to transfer to the YAMATO he tha a, U036 ky viwxk
diaptch notified ths Main Body as follows: "Force flag sohedul,ý,* to be
traneferred to the YTAATO."

This decisian to tmasfer his flag to a Im.t[teship in ,ener&ýL, w-nd U
the YAMATO in particular seesw to have been the oorrewot decisix*. foVr th'o
reasons given, Cert&1n3nv he had (1) in O1BATVD.1V ONW, ,e of t••, =re • ,v 11-
iant officerni of the Jk\\mnose Navy, (2) in W\Vk•VITDV Da.' 1 ata.ff,, A wtf,'
eq~eri&r~ced ta th~e YAHKA'OA org~nirzation and In :IX8 atpabliti&as wvl 1Ltita,
tions, (3) amI in the TARTZO a twenty-s"vn knot sh ret.,ay 9ab, to
deliver and ithatand .,evy ,os either by gun, I ,' or tarym*io.IHe now h^Ying lovit t~m heary cruisors by ~isink\ý and' oav by 6stv\v
damage had to reentiiate the iitmutlon to determine whother ttoNe l(x-,t~ s

S•'N3•;••,Nippori Shttqmn Xy.tvo Kabmshik.: U~i~ha X'',Lv. ,\ro'•v 1.5vh',k
1.953 ) Voltvel 11.

S~~~~~U&S,13.• Interro~gationo of Jcf•,,•t•• flýý<ial,e~ Ko•x, No. [,"P,5 "~e",•,.,,t,.•

R**~ ear Akdzira, TtomiSA Cyanzgl "Th Bat for 1x\,tokGx.f-
SLtrk, ctioi", MS ,'",,r• ation by Capttin Toshikvau Ov,,, tx--iJ,
edited, iv Roger' Pinram 1.952., "TI.cm of Chief or U O'

V IfaL., ,I Vual Die~tc 2307,36 (0toer 1.944 to Adl S•ýips, Deta~iled

Aotlron b!ipor't, BATDIV 1,, SWO No. 1 (p4ev-tiort, O.tober 18th . h
19:4, WC Document 1.61iOO', WA l>744
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Wsre acceptable at this time, and if not acceptable what action he should

At 0830 ho knew since he ws a]so Gommamer Main Body that that
acinW\er had relinquished the tactical comwnd to OM24BDIV M'.

At this &ame time his Chief of Staff sent a dispatch to the Chief of
Staff SW Area Fares (a) reporting the torpedoing of the TAKAO and (b) re-
oltustift, lowd*te soreening and towing verviots.*

At (M5 he (a) ordered the CHIBURI (PF No. 21) from Brunei to act as
screen for the TAKAO and (b) announced that the TAKAO would make urgent ro-
pairs at Mluga (PaLia,, Island) and thereafter proceed to Brtume..^

At 0915 he received a Nil1a1 dispatch from COCBATDIV ONE announcing

thattha offcerhad asoxvad oj*N%\,&nd,***

UPMn assmng CO maT1 of the Main Body 0OOBATDIV ONE has re-3orded in
his diary "... the entire foree mas notifiM by visual counioation (0915)
of ey ansumpqtion of caiw d aMd of Uhe wsreabouts of ComwAnder FIRST Strik-
ing Po*re. I then took over ocamand asmming complete responsibility. *"M*
Howovar, based on the evidence of several disjtchea subsequently originated
by Comander FIF4T Striking Force it would app%xr that that comwner ro-
tained the basic authority for control and direction of FIRST Striking Force
while OM T4ATDIV ONE's function ws limited to thwt oompayaable to the OTC in
tLho UeS. naval terminology,

At 0k98 he re*eived a dispatch from ODKBATDIV ONE to the effect that
he ((XMTDIV ONE) ylAnned to carry out the transfer of the force flag at
about .1300 i•r the vicinity of Latitude 110 -02'1, Longitude .- wO-O6'E.****
Thin p etlitiorn ir just outside the northeastern entrance to Palamn Passage
and itt e selectmi, by COMBATDIV GOE clearly indicates that that commander had
also decided tha'% the sulmerine threat was too great in Palawan Passage to
petedt tansfer,

* c ofS lOT Striking Force Dispatch 220830 October 1944 to CofS SW Area
Force , Ostailed Action Report 1ST Striking Force,, SHO Operatiomn,
October 16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Dcoaeit 16164i, MA 11839.

** TWd.., Uonamaner IST Striking Force Dispatch 230905 October 1944
(,ftdrese,,i, unknown but believed to be CHIBURI, info COKB;,TDIV 1.,
and TAKAO).

**t Dc•a•.led Action Report BATDIV 1, 310 No. I Operation, October 18th -
28th,, 1944, wDC Docuent 16100, NA 11744.

'W*** Vice ý*mirs+ Natow Ugaki, IJN, (OIBATDIV 1), Personal Diary,
Wi, Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha (Tokyo, March 15th,

1953,, Volume 1I.
'* * (XAII�3(4TDhV I Visual Dispatch 230938 October 1944 to Cmn&ander IST

trikir-W Force, Detailed Action Report BA'MIV 1, SHO No. 1 Operation,
Octiber 18th - 28th, 1944, WDC DooAmmnt 161005, NA 11744.
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What he thought of this dispatch is not knowm; but as the wording
clearly gave him the opportunity to object if he so desired and as he took
no action, the proposal seues to have mat with his approval,

At 1026 he received a dispatch from 00XIBATDIV ONE informirg the
interested high conmanders of the morning's action:

*1, At 0634 (daybreak) ATAGO and MAYA were sunk and TAKAO rendered
--u' ratitat3 by actions of three eneny submarines, Two destroyers have been
a*%qi~ud to TAKAO.

"2, CinC is presently aboard the KISHIRAMI and plans to board the
"YAMATO at about 1300.

h I am temporarily assuming command of FIRT Striking Force,
Gpurations are being continued as scheduled.**

Of particoilar interest in this dispatch is the statement that "Opera-
tione urn being cokitifnued as scheduled." Certainly this was an important
decision and one wict• was properly a function of Commander FIRST Striking
Force and orte which re*'uired a complete estimate of the situation before it
was ,stermintd. WNhther or not this decision was the result of Commander
F'MI• Strikii*jS Force's estimate and was made knom to CC14BATDIV ONE or
whethar ,it was CUBATDIV ONE' a own estimate remains unclear. However, in
either case it wa soundý, for the Japanese High Gomanvd from the beginning
anticipatec that it wuld be a costly operation and therefore heavy losses
w re to be e"pected. (Commander FIRST Striking Force stated after the war

thmt he expected to lose rre than half of his force.)** Whether or not
tth-y expected to lose so heavily so early in the operation is doubtful.

"-inue the infoi nation contained in this dispatch (a) could seriously
4knflua;ce the running tu:timates of the addressees and in particular that ofI ~ CInC O~mbined Fleet, ari (b) had been available for sometime within the Main
Body, does it not sewio turprisirig that GMYRATDIV ONE delayed so long to for-
uaurd it? In this connection, U.S. Na•,al Doctrine today (1957) in commenting
upon Vital I nformation states: "VITAL INMORMATION, POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE...
RXF'5,*T OF -I'ITLF DAMtGF...OPERATIONAL DIEMVIVES, AND OTHER SIMILAR OPEPI.-

1Oi .j NF•"• tT(, MUST GET THROUGH TO THE APPROPRIATE PERSONNEL WITH THE
N' ' •. fLAv ." ALSO OPARTIAL INFORMATION PROMPTLY RECEIVEL) IS (F

VAM, -1' k',AT'1 i.MI0I'CV~ ICE THAN 0(X4PLEME INFORMATION RECEIVED TOO LATE."***

•'•,MPATD-V i Die• ate . 26 October 1944 to CinC Combined Fleet, Com-
,:•n*mA. M. n %,e, 'a Force, Chief of Naval General. Staff, Do-

4 .!,| io. i tu.-r Striking Force, SHe Operations, October 16th -
-,F ý•...•••• ,x•l161a., NA 11839.

- ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ k) .ýr; ,qm~~ ' ~ nese Officlais, Nay No. 9, Interrogation of
-4 U..... iN, Vo i, Page 33.

•,;.' dt ,);.,eoatr r• to mu fation Doctrine (NWP 16) Department of
.''-, Of± fz•C r Naval Operations, September 1953,
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The reason for walkng this information available to CinC Combined
Fleet in particular an early as possible is simple. CinO Combined Fleet was
charged with the success or failure of the naval phase of this operation.
Therefore, it was imperative tlat he be kept informed at all times of the
developments in the various areas and in the naval forces under his command
so that he might be enabled to maintain his running estimate up to date and
to (a) make any changes necessary within his command or (b) make proper
representations to Uperia1 General Headquarters (Navy Section) concerning
the whole SHe One Operation.

It is assumed that during the morning Commander FIRST Striking Force
in the KISHINAMI received Commander SEOCOND Striking Force's 222000* in which
that commarder announced the schedule of movements for the SECOND Striking
Force in the penetration operation.

While this dispatch did not give any specific route, it did specify
that the SECOND Striking Force was to arrive at Coron Bay that evening, would
refuel and sortie the following morning at 0200. Knowing that this force had
departed Mako on October 22nd and would probably steam at about twenty knots,
Commnder FIRST Striking Force could readily estimate that at this time
(1042) the two forces (Main Body and SECOND Striking Force) were rapidly
approaching one another and should pass fairly close to one another within
a matter of hours. The question likely arose in his mind as to the possi-
bility of including this force in the Main Body. Although he knew that the
suggestion that this be done had been denied heretofore by CMnC Combined
Fleet, he also knew that the loss of the three cruisers had changed the
situat.ion considerably. He now counenced studying this new situation to see
what action, if any, he might (a) take on his own or (b) recommend to be
taken by CinC Combined Fleet.

Because of the communuication limitations of the KISHINAMI, Commandse*
FJRST Striking Force may not have had all the contact reports of the morning.
It seems likely, however, that they were received by OCMBATDIV ONE in the

YAMATO and that that conmander screened the contacts with the purpose of
passing those of sufficient importance to Commander FIRST Striking Force.
These contacts included:

(1) At 0211," r. carrier undergoing air attack about 225 miles east of
Tacloban** (Contact b Plate XL);

(2) At 0230 an RDF fix on a suwnarine west of Mindoro Island, bear-
ing 2500(T), distant 230 idles from Manila** (Contact C);

* Oomiander 2ND Striking Force Dispatch 222000 October 1944 (addressees
missing but believed to include all concerned with the penetration
operation), Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. 1 Operation,
Octotar 20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 1.17144.

** Appended Chart IV, Enemyo Fleet Dispositions on October 23rd, 1944,
Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No, 1 Operation, October 20th
29th, 1944, WDC Waumment 161005, NA 11744.
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(3) At 0230 an RDF fix on a submarine west of lower Palawan Island in
Palawan Passage (Contact D);*

(4) At 0302 an RDF fix, evaluation unknown, bearing 0730 (T), distant
520 miles from Manila (Contact E);* and

(5) At 0532 an RDF fix on a submarine west of Palawan Island at the
northern edge of Dangerous Ground (Contact G).*

And also that at 0445 the AOBA had been torpedoed about seventy miles
west of the entrance to Manila Bay (Contact F).

At 1042 Commander FIRST Striking Force in the KISHINAMI1 was on station
on the port bow of the YAMATO in 1-23 Alert Cruising Disposition.

(a) Operations of Comiander Main Body (FIRST Striking Force), 0000 -
1042 October 23rd.

At midnight Commander MW.in Body, who was also Commander FIRST
Striking Force, in the flagship ATAGO, was proceeding with the Main Body
(FIRST and SECOND Sections of the FIRST Striking Force) northeastward in
Palawan Passage on course 040O(T), speed sixteen knots. The Main Body was in
Cruising Disposition T-22; the FIRST Section in Cruising Disposition Y-19
(Plate XXXVIII), and the SEOND Soction in Cruising Disposition B-1.

As will be shown from his later actions, he does not appear to have
been apprehensive about the next few hours, although he well knew that on his
present course and spe&d he would enter lower Palawan Passage in about one hour
and that therdaiL. lie could expect submarine attack at any time. He had fore-
cast this (a) on October 21st when he decided to choose the Palawan Passage
route, at which tbrte hle aid that be had selected this route "although the
sub•,wrine thzreat was greatest along that route", mnd (b) this concept had been
strenpthened during the past several days when h, had received a number of
radio fiUcs on submarines in this passage.

In this latter connection it will be reca)led that at about mid-
night he had receivevd further indicationa of pos-sible submarine attack, for at
that time he had receiveJ an 1{UF fix on a submarine at 1800 October 22nd in a
position about 100 wA.les north of his 2400 position, and apparently had re-
ceived s•everal othbr HL.F fixes which should have been alarring, for the TAKAO,
in her plot c'. enemy su~xgmrine positions, shows two additional submarine con-
tacts, one about i'ifty miles and the other about fifteen miles to thu left of
the conurse.

Despite these facts it seens fair to say tmAt when at 0250 he
heard an extremely loud subsarine radio transmnssion he wau not surprised

* AppPndved Cnart, IV, fnemy Fleet Dispositions on October 23rd, 1944,
Detailed Action Repx)rt Main Force, SWH) No. I Operation, October 20th - 29tAh,
1.944, .•k' P-ocument 1(61005, NA 11744.
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nor was he unduly alarmed for he (a) seems to have made no effort to alert
his command until sometime later and (b) took no additional antisubmarine
precautions.

peain(As a matter of information the Japanese krew at this time that
Allied submarines had, among other characteristics, extremely efficient radar
which was superior to anything they had; that Allied wolf pack tactics were
very good, particularly at night and that these night operations were
successful largely because of the excellence of the radar, the high speed
and the extremely good intersubmarine communication by means of wireless
telephone (voice radio)).*

This radio transmission was from the submarine DARTER which as
shown in Diagram "E" was in lower Palawan Passage at this time, and which at
0225 had commenced transmitting to CTF 71 her first contact report on the
Main Body (FIRST Striking Force).** It will be recalled from "Operations of
CTF 71, Submarines West Australia (5) DACE and DARTER, 0000 - 1042, October
23rd" that the DARTMI, while holding a megaphone conference with the DACE in
western Palawan Passage, had at 0116 contacted the Main Body (the DACE did
not make contact until 0125) and then with the DACE had immediately increased
speed to nineteen knots and had begun to maneuver for a suitable attack posi-
tion. It i- of interest that this dispatch was (a) receipted for by CTF 71
at 0250 and (b) picked up by the Japanese Direction Finder Net and in a posi-
tion which present information shows was bearing 0430 (T), distant fifty miles
from the DARTER.

The question now arises as to whether, based on his own concepts
as to what constituted correct antisubmarine defense in submari e waters, he
should have taker additional precautions, and if so what. The answer seems
to be "no" fo- the fact that he took no additional action shows that he felt
that he was accompliýhing all necessary security factors by (a) rpt:lining his
present antisubmarine disposition (this is discussed under "Operations of
Comiainder FIRST Striking Force, October 22-nd"), (b) not zigzagging, and (c)
cr-uiing at sixteen knots.

But were these concepts correct? A discussion cf each follows:

(a) As regards item (a) above, i.e., retaining, his preset)o A/S
disposition, there 3u••nm to be no major criticism Xrom any Japaikse source.
Therefore, it would appear that, based on Japanese standards, this diciposi-
Lion at this time was, in general, satisfactory, although based on U.L. Naval
standards as discussed undur "Operations of Comsnuinder F1RM3T Striking Forze,
October 2,nd", it was unsound because it failed to pro-ide adequate A/";
protection from ahead.

Sinte rogiticn of Ja-panese Offi- iaas Nar No. IJu, rInte rogat. ioi
0'r Ca>ptai~n Tokuma-. ALbe, IJN, Volume 1[, i-s 11 ,i,2

SDAIVUl{ Disipaltt-Aj U;{LI) '0CoeU 1944. tPo t'P" 'l.
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(b) As regards item (b) failing t.o zigzag, there seems to be
divided opinion. The commanding officers of two of his cruisers, which were
torpedoed later on this morning, are critical. The Commanding Officer TAKAC
states, "It is profitable to employ a sigzag method with formation changes
of frontw* and the Cowmanding Officer ATAGO states, nAt about 0230 on 23
October, radar tmission from an enemy submarino was detected. Since, however,
it wau difficult to carry out any concealment maneuvers, it is felt that
oonsideration should have been given to selncting the most complex type of
zigzag met-hod whW h the circumstances allowed, in order to make it difficult
for the eno' to -et into firing position.*"

The.se comments nat only imply that it was Japanese naval
doctrine to zigzag under the circumstances but that it was feasible.

Why then did Commander Main Body not zigzag? While the answer
is not available from Japanese sources, it may well have been that he felt
that since the moon had set zt 2300 the general visibility conditions did not
warrant a zigzag plan. Perhaps Japanese doctrine in this matter was similar
to U.S. Naval doctrine which prescribed that "During thick weather and at
night, excapt on very clear nights or during bright moonlight, vessels normal-
ly cease zigzagging"- * ai I again "Ships and dispositions shall zigzag during
good visibility incl4Aing bright moonlight, in areas where enemy submarines
may be encountered, unless the accomplishment of the task assigned will be
jeopardized by the reduced speed of advance, increased fuel consumption, or
both, The officer in tactical command should signal the time to commente
zigzagging and to cease zigagging. Zigzagging rhould normally cease after
evening twilight and commence prior to morning twilight, unless the pf'ase of
the moon requires that zigzagging be continued.•***

However, since the Commanding Officers of both the TAKAO and
ATAGO stated that zigzagging should have been employed, it would appear that
the visibility was probably a border-line condition. In such case does it
not seem likely that if Conmander Main Body had been really apprehensivo, he
would have zigzagged? THEREFORE, ONCE AGAIN, BASED ON U.S. NAVAL DOCTRINE
THE VISIBILITY CONDITIONS SEEM4 LIK&TL TO HAVE BEE SUFFICIENTLY GOOD TO
WARRANT ZIGZAGGING, AND THE•REFORE, ALSO BASED ON U.S. NAVAL DOCTRINE, ZIG-
ZAGGING OR SOME EVASIVE MANEUVER•S SHOULD HAVE BENN EV P LO3ED.

-• (c) As regards item (c) above, failure to increase speed, there
evidently was also divided opinion, for the only commanding officers who

S* Detailed Action Report TAKAO, Antisubmarine Action, October 23rd -

25th, 1944, WDC Document 160141, NA 11839.
** Detailed Action Report and Battle Lessons ATAGO, October 23rd, 1944,

WDC Document 161747.
S* War Instruotions, United Stattj Navy (FTP 143(A)), United States

Fleet, ReadquArters of the Cowander in Chief, 1944.
•H• Current Tactical Orders and Doctrine, U.S. Fleet (USF 10b), United

States Fleet, Headquarters of the Commander in Chief, 1945, Page
3-65, Paragraph 3410.
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mentioned thIs in their action reports were (a) the Commanding Officer MAYA,
ihose ship was torpedoed later that morning, who stated (1) that "Since there
had previously been frequent ship sinkings by enemy submarines in the
vicinity of the southern entrance to Palawan Passage, it was obviously
necessary to traverse this area at high speed%,* and (2) from this fact he
had drawn the battle lesson that "When navigating through a submarine danger
area, it is necessary to cruise at a speed of twenty knots or higher";* (b)
the Commanding Officer TONE, who stated as a battle lesson, "When proceeding
through enemy submarine-infested waters a speed of at least 22 knots should
be maintained just so long as the hydrophone is able to pick up torpedo
sounds";** (W) the Commanding Officer TAKAO, who formulated as a battto*
lesson "During daytime, the fleet should break through (aubmarine-infested
watrLsS at high speed with direct air escort".***

However, it seems wise to insert here the fact that Conmmnder
Main Body was not anticipating the need for increased speed in Palawan
Passage. Thits is clearly shon by the fact that while steaming at sixteen
knots he had set an engineering condition readiness "of the specified standar
of eigxiteen knots immediately and twenty knots on twenty minutes notice".****

Why this was so is not explained for any commander who is forced
to operate in dangerous weters-in this case sub'oarine waters-should have
enough reserve power instantly available to permit necessary increases in
speed. And in this case, since Commander Main Body well knew that Allied
submarines were canable of a top speed (on the surface) of twenty knots, does
it not seem corret to say that that speed should have been the minimum
employed during the six hours from moonset until dawn, during which time the
Main Body would have been completing the transit of Palawan Passage?

Because the above seems fairly obvious, the question arises as
to why Commander Main Body did not (a) increase speed and (b) set a condition
of readiness which would have permitted an immediete increase in speed suffi-
cient to "outrun" Allied submarines.

While there is no answer avai lable I'roin Japanese sources, there
seems reason to believe that he (a) did not give 3afficient weight to the
submarine menace in the passage and (b) realizing that high speed would be
required on the morrow during the pIAssage through the Sitx.an Sea and along

* Detailed Action Report MAYA, Battle off Philippines, October 22nd -

26th, 1944, WDC Document 161747.
** Detailed Action Report TONE, SHO )peration, Battle off the Philippiries,

Oct 'ber 24th - 26th, 1944, WLVX [)o ument .161747.
*• Det iled Act ion R[eport TAKAU, Antlsubmarine Action, 3ctober 23rd -.

2'th, 1944, WDCX Docment 160141, NA I1P39.
I *• Vice Aurnlral Matome Ugaki, IJN, (GuM4PATDIV 1), Pero&,nal Diary SiX24SOiRUKtJ,

Nippon Shuplin Kyodu Kabushiki Kaitiia, (Tokyo, Larch 1.5th, 1953),
Volume I.I.
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the coast of Samar had decided to rest his engineer personnel during this
night, and (c) desired to maintain his fuel consumption at a relatively low
level to give wre freedom of action in this matter later.

At 0400 Comnander Main Body changed course to 035 0 (T) in accord-
ance with his night orders issued the previous day* and continued on at
sixteen knots.

At 0530, also in accordance with his night orders,* he directed
%.he Main Body to commence zigzagging and to increase speed to eighteen knots.
** Since the zigzag plan was Method "A", the speed made good was seventeen
knots.

Apparently at about this time the flag and comyanding officers,
at least of the FIRST Section, went to their bridge stations as follows:
(a) COMBATDIV ONE states, "Ordered to take the regular station for one hour
before sunrise, I was on the bridge";**9 (b) MYOKO states that she set No. 1
Shipboard Alert at 06);**** (c) TAKAO states that she manned stations for
daytime action at 0610;*** 1 (d) YAMATO states that she manned stations at
O615;**4** and finally (f) the ATAGO states, 1'l. All hands had been ordered
to thejr stations at 0615 (watertight doors secured for battle), and strict
antisubmarine alert was boing enforced. Main Battery, HA (high angle), Wx
(machine gun), torpedo and defense section personnel were conducting drills."

Between 0600 and 0615 the various ships set No. One Antisubmarine
Condition.****m*it  Meanwhile dawn appearO at O612. The weather was clear,

S* Cowmander 1ST Striking Force Dispatclt 221850 October 1944 to 1ST
Striking Force, Detailed Action Report SIYZUYA, SSHO No. I Operation,
October 1.8th - 25th, 1944, WDC Document 161747.
Detailed Action Report 'iT Striking Force, 5HO Operations, October

* 16th - 28th, 1944, WDG lkcment h1641., NA U1839,
Vice Admiral Matome Ugakl, IJN, (COMBATUIV 1), Peronal Diary
SENSOROKU, Nippon Shuppan Kyodo KabushiWl Kainha, (Tokyo, March
15th, 1953), Volume II.

k @Detailed Action Report No. 15, M'(*KO, Battle off the Ph~1ippinef,
(Ant.!Air Action in Mindoro Sea), October 24th, 194•4, WDG Documev+
161647.
S)etailed Action Rep rt TAKAO, Ant isubmarine Action, October 23rd -

25th, 1944, W1X• Document 100141, NA 11839.
•*•*~ Detaailted ;-tion Report No. 3, YAMATO, 5IO No. ] Operation, Anti.,ir

and Surf&ca Actions, October 17th - 28th, 1944, WDC Docume-it
1,$1639.

• Detailed A•tb..m &-v! Ba~tte Les-sors K•eort ATAGO. October ;§3r0, 1944.
WWO o "erlt 1617-7.

• * Detailed Action Report No. 15j MKYLO, Battle oft the Pfilippinaa
(Antiaircraft Action in Mindoro Se,0 Octobew 24th, 1914,, WDC
Documet 161647; Aiao Detailed Act.ion and fiattl.e Lpsfurts it.rt
KIATAW, Oct..bor 21,.rd, 194.4, WX) bocuzxetrnt 161747.
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wind from the northeast at six knots, sea state One and visibility forty
kilometers* (twenty-two miles), In addition "Occasional pieces of driftwood
were sighted. Sunrise was at 0659, so that conditions for sighting a sub-
marine periscope were poor.,.".*

Why at this time he failed to launch aircraft at dawn is nowhere
fully explained excepting, as discussed earlier, he did not give sufficient
consideration to the danger from submarines, par ,icu]arly at dawn and at
dusk. It had long been the practice of the U.S. Navy to regard the dawn and
dusk periods as the most dangerous times of the day.

That it may have been so regarded by the Japanese Navy is borne
out by the following statement from the action report of the TAKAO:

"a. Aircraft should be employed atnight to neutralize enemy
submarines ahead, astern and on the flanks of the fleet. For this purpose,
it is essential to improve the radar, magnetic and medium and ultra-short
wave direction finding equipment of aircraic .

"b. A/S air patrols ahead and astern should be especially inten-
sive just before dawn and at dusk. Ship-borne aircraft should also be used
for such patrols."*

In an attempt to explain the failure to launch dawn antisubmarine
aircraft patrols both the former Chief of Staff Combined Fleet in a postwar
article on the Battle for Leyte Gulf,'** and Commander FIRST Striking Force in
his action report*** have endeavorec to explain the orission on the ground
that the aircraft had been sent to San Jose (Mindoro). This explanation is
completely erroneous for as shown (a) under "Operations of Commander FIRST
Striking Force, October 22nd", there were as many as forty-one, and probably
as many as forty-five, reconnaissance seaplanes aboard the ships of the FISliT
"rand SECOND Sections upon their sortie from Brunei Bay and (b) by the records
of the individual ships, these planes were still on board at toe time of the
attack by the DACE and DARTER.

At 06U3- Comnmander Main B(ody in his flagship, wriich was the lead-
ing rhip in the ýeft column of heavv ships in the FI1ST Section was torpedoed
by a subroutine in Latitude 090-30'N, Longitude 117`-[81h, and received four
torpedo hits along the starboard side, forward, amidships and aft. He noted
that nhe quickly deveioped an initial list of eight degrees to starboard, and

* Detailed Action fleport 1"KAO, Antisubmarine Action, October 23n! - 25th,

1944, WDlC Document 1th.i ,., NA Il9.
Rv_ý." Acmiral Tomi i Koyanrai, ex--IJN, "The Battle of Leyte CGilf - A
h}etro:3pec tion", M-ý Prrtt5 1 tio1 i by catitaiii roshiikaiU ohmae, ex- IJN,

L'2dited by Itoger P ineau, 195", (f21 ce of tjle Chief of Navai Operati ons

(Op- ''91).
-:4 Detailed Action itenort lt;lP ,)trikini. Force, A10 operatiorin, 'ictder

I ot-t -L th, 1944, WDC Do-umed I (,,I,1,b , NA Li 39.
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although her commanding officer took immediate action to counterflood the
portside engine and boiler rooms, the list could not be controlled.* (These
torpedoes, part of a salvo of six, had been fired by the DARTER).**

The Commanding Officer TAKAO, following in a line of bearing next
astern of the ATAGO, observing the torpedo hits ahead on the ATAGO's star-
board side iumediately applied full left rudder.*** His ship had swung
through about forty-five degrees when &he roceived two torpedo hits at 0634
(also fired by the DARTER) which blew off her rudder and both inboard
propellers, flooded three boiler rooms, as well as other spaces, disabled
her steering gear and gave her a list of ten degrees to starboard, which
list was corrected by immediate counterflooding of the port tanks. Her
engines slowed down.***

It is not clear why the Commanding Officer TAKAO turned to port
since he knew that the torpedoes which had struck the ATAGO had come from a
submarine on the TAKAO's starboard bow. Available Japanese doctrine (cruiser
doctrine) on this matter merely states that "When a submarine is detected,
normally an evasion formation will be formed, but if the enemy has been dis-
covered at close range or if a torpedo is approaching, ships will take eva-
sive action independently or attack."'**** This doctrine gives the commanding
officer the right to maneuver at will in an emergency situation. In this
case, which was such a situation, the coummanding officer had to act quickly.
His turn away may have been effective in saving his ship from more damage,
for the DARTER had fired four torpedoes Pt har,** but would he not have been
more correct had he turned toward the submarine whose location was roughly
known in order to (a) endeavor to parallel the tracks of any torpedoes fired
at him and (b) force the submarine to submerge? Perhaps the Commanding
Officer TAKAO thought that by turning to starboard he might foul the ATAGO.

U.S. NAVAL DOCTH1INE AT THE TIME STATED THAT IN CASE& OF THIS KIND
(I.E., A JUHMARINE SIGHTED BE&-EEN BOW AND SEVENTY-FIVE DEGARE.S ON THE BOW
AND WITHIN 6000 YARDS) A SHIP OTHER THAN A DESTROYER OR OTHER ANTI3URIIARINE
SHIP SHOULD "CHANGE COURSE IMMEDIATELY DIRECTLY TOWARD TIHE SUEMARINE AND
INCRkASE SPEED TO THE MAXIMUM wITr THE BOILER POWMR AVAILABLE" IN ORDER TO
PLACE rHE ",HIP TN THE BEST POSITION TO DODGE TORPEDOES OR TO HAM.•

Detailed Action and Battle Lessons Report ATAGO October 23rd, 19L ,
WDC Document 161747.

** War Patrol Report DARTER, Report, of 4TH War Patrol, Serial 020,
November 5th, 1944.

*** Detailed Action Reprt TAKAO. Antisubmarin., Action, October 23rd -
25th, 1944, WDC Docuwent i60141, NA 11839.

JH** l1T Striking Force Standing Order No, 5, Cruiser Doctrine, January
2tnd, 1944, AT IS Document No. 39, Part X, Augu3t 12th, 1945, Pago 19p
(NACHI Document).
G Ceneral Tactical Instru<ctions (FITP .88), United States Navy, Office
of the Chief of Naval (,.,eratiois, Hiviiion of Fleet Training, .1910.

Chapter V, Sectton 31, }hiragraph 509 ,,,ubciarie An D~mger L'ne No. 1).
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COMBATDIV ONE in the YAMATO, who was on the bridge,, now perceived
that evasive action of some kind was required immediately, not only to avoid
the submarine area, but also to avoid fouling the ATAGO which was swinging to
the right and "approaching us",.* Realizing that the situation on the ATAGO
was such as perhaps to preclude inrediate action by Comandler Main Body, he

decided to take the necessary action insofar as his own conmmand was concerned,
and therefore, at 0634 he directed his division by visual signal to make a
simultaneous turn of seventy degrees to starboard to course 080°(T).** 0OM-
CRUDIV FIVE with the three cruisers M!OKO, HAGUWO and MAYA took similar
action changing course to the right to 0750 (T).**

Since from this time onward wntil 1042 the FIRST and SECOND Sec-
tions operated independently, it seems wise, at least for this period, to
treat both sections separately.

(i) Ope.ations of Commander FIRST Section.

Before this turn could bu completed, a submarine periscope
wai sighted; and he, therefore, at 0636 ordered an additional turn of
200.*m** This placed him ninety degrees to the right of course 010 0 (T) or
on course 1000 (T). It seems probable because of later developments, that
COMCRUDIV FIVE, likewise changed course to 1000 (T). Also at 0636 general
depth charging w-rs commenced (even YAKATO and ATAGO fired depth charges) but
in the confusion brought on by the radical maneuvers of numerous ships as well
as by the e[ects of the torpedo explosions, the depth charging was not
, c curatc.*•*-i- ,ý

At 06"40 kr.•rder Main Body ordered the KISHINANI to core
alongside .':O's port s, *4 and at C645 the KISHTNAMI was prepared. for
the maneuvi ', iiefore ýt could he accomplished, however, Commander Kain Body
and hij staff were fon ,.A to enter the water and swim in order to be tak]er:
aboard the KISHINAMI.` ,

• Vice Ad..iral MaLome Ugaki, 1JN, (COML.1AThIV )), Personal Diary
SPNSOROKU, Nippo:i Shuppan Kvodo Fabushiki Kaisha, (Tokyo, March 15th,
1953), Volume II.
GCOMKITDIV I Visual Signal 230634 October 1944 to 1IST Section,
BATDIV 1, Detailed Action Report FAIITIV 1, SHO No. 1 Operation,
October lith - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744..
Detailed Action %erort No. 3 HACAGUhO, SFO Operation, October 23rd -

26th, 1944, WDC Dociuwnt 161747.
COMi,'IDiV 1 Visual. Signal 230630 October 1944 to 1ST Section
BATDIV 1, Detailed Action Report HATDIV 1, SHO No. 1 '-,-!ation,
October 1Izi - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

S*N*4t War Patrol i-eWort DARMaia, heport of 4TH War Patrol, Serial 020,
November 5th, 19414.

• ATAGO Visuial Signal 2)0t•(4 Octolder 1944 to KJ.HINAMI, Det-ailed

Action Report No. 2, DF&SDIV '1 (KISHINAi!I), Anti.•ir and Surface
Actlon!, O(neL br 2 -th . 26(th, 194,, 61)(; Dozu:ent l.1717, NA i1801.

•**** Detailed Action Report and t•t.le Lessonrs ATA(4), October 23rd, 9)44,
WDU Document 1t,1747.
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Neamwille the ships of the right flank had been maneuvering
somewhat as shown on Plate XLI. At 0642 OOMBATDIV ONE increased speed to
twenty knots. No effort appears to have been made to establish a screen
ahead of the right flank forces. In fact the plate shown that except for
the FUGIKAXI the three heavy cruisers (MYOKO, HAGURO and MAYA) were entirely
unscroened from ahead. On the other hand the MUSASHI was screened, albeit
loosely, from ahead by the AKISHIKO and HAMANAKI.

In general, the ohipp on the right flank moved away to the
right, and the ships on the left flank mored further to the left. The above
plate shows that the right flank ships, while moving away from the explosion
and maneuvering to present a poor target, made good a course of about 0500 (T)
which was forty degrees from the course being steered at the time of attack
and only fifteen e ogrees from the base course of 035 0 (T). Since the position
of the Main Body at 0633 vas over eleven miles from the 100 fathom curve off
Palawan Island, it would appear that 00MBATDIV ONE could have advantageously
maneuvered on courses leading farther east and avoided approximating the base
course.

In addition, the weaving pattern of the courses employed,
while apparently prompted by frequent reports of submarine contacts, created
an area of confused water which cortinued to reduce the effectiveness of the
sound gear installed in the ship-.

At 0649 CCIBATDIV ONE decreased speed to 18 knots.

At 0650 OWDESRON TWO informed COMBATDIV ONE that the
KISHINAMI had been assigned to the ATA(O and the NAGANQ4I to the TAKAO.*

At 0653 the ATAGO sank.

At 0656 the MAYA, the third ship of ")e right column of heavy
ships in the FIRST Section, was hit by four torpedoes uhich struck her port-
side iii the following locations: Chain locker, No. 1 turret, No. 7 boiler
room and the port after engine room.** (These tornedoeu were part of a salvo
of six torpedoes fired by the DACE).*** The MAYA, as seen by COMBATDIV ONE
on the nearby YAMATO, "...exploded and after the spray and smoke had dii-
appeared practically nothing of her remained to be seen".NNN In his report

CO* MESHON 2 Dispatch Oii50 October 1944 to CCMBATDIV 1, Detailed

Action Report (X)1BATDIV 1, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 18th - 2^th,
1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

** Detailed Action Report MAYA, Battle off Philippines, October 22nd -
26th, 1944, r)C Document 161747.

* War Patrol Report DACE, Rbport of 5TH War Patrol, No Serial, November
6th, 1944.

SVic* Admiral. Matoim Ugaki, IJN, (C I*1ATDIV 1), aermonal Diary
SFxSOROYU, Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki KaiseLa (Tokyo, March 15th,
1953), Volume I.
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Comam.dr FIRST Striking Rvce recorded her tiwa4 Of 3inking as 0700.* (C(%.
BATDIV (A1 stated in his *r Diary that if the "YAMATO's position had been a
little vore one way or another, she would ineoitably have been hit by thme
or btr torpedoes. This im really &Lngerouu-evading the aly.ve ,ub by turn--
-ig, to atarboarm and moving up sighted another peris~om, off the port bow.
?ovxd --o starboard, roved .h1ma reversed course-it is no exaggeration to
say that for a time the FARST Section %s In utter confusion. )*0

By- 06658, Courander Main kody, with his staff had been re-
covered fPoat th6 sea and had boarded the KISHINAMI.

baitediately after coming on board the KISHINUM Commandxie
Main body wa& advised of the further levelopments of the attack, i.e., that
the condition of the TAKAO, which had been torpedoed rb•.ly after the ATAGO,
vas in doubt and that at J656 the MAYA had been badly hit. In fact he likely
saw it sink a& 0700. Meanwhile he directed (a) the ASASH1M0 to carry out
rescue operations*** and (b) the KL3HIMINA to leavr, the scene to rejoin the
F]•ST Section.

The condition of the TAKAO presented a new situation to Com-
mander Mati Body. He immediately reesti~ted tha Wttuation. While exact]y
what !is mental pro!,esses w.ere at this time is not known, it seems probable
that he visualized several principal courses of ac '.an:

(a) to endeavor to save the T0AO,, employing own forces;
(b) to prmtect hor teinp rarily until SW Area Force ialiraga

units arrived;

(c) to let her shift for herself. or

(d) to r'wove Lhe p4rsonnel and sink her., fk now clommenfCd
anal.yzing triese courses; of action t~o determine which one to solect.

kt this time (0700ý) X)N1HATDV ONE, receiv'ed a itiossage from the
KISHIIAMI. Informing hi'. that Wommander FRS1T Str'iking Force was aboard &nd
directed the YAMATO LA "take over corimurdc.atir•r "

---- Detatled ActAon Re•xert 1., T i-triking Force, __lO cpera c ons, • .-tobe-
16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161641', NA 11839.

* Vice Admiral Matoine Ugaki, IJN, (LtMi3ATDMV 1), Persoal Diary
SENSO.I•OKU, Ni•pon Shuppan Kyod( Kabusiki.i Kaisha (Tokyo, March 15th,
195"•), Volunm II.

i** KISHINAMI (Corri•)rider Main Bo(iy) Vitim-d DinDatch 2301700 h )tober 1P9+4 to
Co-intAndinf Officer A2,A.LIO, I)etatled Action iReport No. 2. DFSDIV 31
(K13INAMi), kAntrtairx awl Surface Actions, October 2Ath - 25th, 19i4)+
WDC Document 161717, NA i 801.

) KISHIN0A1 (Ooiruiandi:r Main body) Viaual Dispatch 0'(-V58 Ocýober 1944 to
"tXIMBATDIV I, e DeLta1P• Action Report BATDIV I, she No. I Cqpevrat on,
Octot.e.r th - 2•8th, 1944, WDC tDocwr nt I3 (X), NA 11744.
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At 071O C(O(BATDIV OVE advised MMATDIV TIMM (Oounnaer
SEC•A• Sactie) of the prameie of tv s*uAarinet to the 7ar of the TAKAO
4n'd CRIJtL TSVZ*

At 0712 OCUBATDIV ONE r~y~eived a vinual dispatch from C014-
BAMhIV THRW, "msidmr it advisable to brek through at high apeedr.**
Iiedittfe thereafler, although his shipm were in the process of reform-
ing*-*5•ressxbly 7-22 Alert Cruising riaposat1on---COMATDIV ONE ordered
on the voice cirmdt "course 035, spes-l 24 knot•,"**** This spewd had a--

_eey been ran& up on the YAMATO at G707***** ar4 the course change to
Q)3t;(T) had b~on made Ct 071YMEI**

It. uems well at this point to consider oune again the ques-
tion of speed &s a defense against subarrines. It is notad that COMATDIV ONE
did not order any increase in spoed untilt 0642,*•*" nine minutts after the
ATAGO had been hit,, whan he increaced speed to twnty knots,*•*** Then at
0649 he reduced apeed to eighteen knots.-%**** At 0700, four minutes after the
MAYA hA been hit, he again increased speed to twenty knots,mk*mm but not
until 0712, thirty-nine minutes after the initial attack, did he order twenty-
four knots.%N*NW In his diary he explaine his actions as follows: "In order
to biaure safe pauasge for the rear unitsa ordered the ships, at--ll in the
process of rafonding, to speed u to twenty-four knots. I ralised that It
was unreasonable under the specified ztandard of eighteen knots immediately
ad twenty knots on twenty minutes notice, but it could not be helped."*

The copeern of CCMBATDIV ONE for the engineering crews of the
f•r•e is coumowdable; but the fact that. they were steaming under a condition
4xich required no mre than twenty knots on twenty minutes notice, does not
speak well for the readiness o: the force ard. as pointed out earlier reflects
rather adversely upon Commandor Main Body.

The delay in increasing speed was ccOMMeurtef• ýn somewhat
critically by the Coemnanding Officer MAYA as follows: "Wh.r, one ship in an
alert cruising dinposition has been torpedoed ty an enemy submarino, it is
essential for eouadron and division conviandt,. s to take independent steps, to
increase speed auvl take evasive action vdthout ordere from the force

Detaile.d Action tenort HA'D)1V I, SHO NM. 1 Operation, October 18th -

28th, 1944, WD(; Docuiient 161005, NA 11r44, CYJMHATB)IV 1 Visial Disl
patch 230710 October 1944 to dOMB)ATDIV 3+
Ibid., X•MBATDIV 3 Visual D4ipfatch 23(012 (Octob-r, 1944 to COMRAT'DIV
1.

• Vice Admiral Katome llgaki, i1d4, (DiOMATD)IV 1), Personal Diary
SENSOROI"U, Nippon Shuppan Kyordo Koabushiki Kfisha (Tokro, March 1Sth,
195,4), Volume 1]
Lbetalled Action Report bATI••V -, 3H,". No. I Operation, October l8th

N'ýth, 194,4, 4PC Docuare, t. TIt(XiI. NA 1.17414. GC(XBATDIV 1 Voice Radio
mP•csav'e 23(/1.2 Of+ct.•or 1I1,/+ t(ý Min ikorty.

u**•. Detdaiod Action Report No, '3, YA1Ai, SU No. i Antlair and Surface
Action, (ctobi'r ! ,th - 2'_-th,. 1. )44., WDC lkwcumn.t Ivi1639.
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commander.,,* He based this comment on the fact that although the ATAGO had
*)esn torpedoed before the MAYA ws hit, the division commander of the lead
column had not acted independently to increase speed, and this had allowed
the MAYA to become an easy target some twenty odd minutes lator.m Although
this criticism is directed primarily toward G04CRUDIV FIVE who, in the MYOKO,
led the colum of cruisers to which the MAYA was attached, it appears to have
beea equally applicable to CCBATDIV ONE.

At 0715 (OMBATDIV ONE directed BATDIV THREE and the NOSHIRO to
"speedily dispatch No. 1 Antisubmarine Patrol Group in accordance with FIRST
Striking Force SigOrd No. 189".*-* This latter signal ordor (quoted in full
under "Operations of Commander FIRST Striking Force, October 22nd") was
issued at 1523 on the previous day and was later modified by SigOrd No. 190.
These two signal orders (a) directed the organization of antisubmarine patrol
groups and forward patrol groups but did not specify the time of take-off.
This presumably was to be signalled later, (b) ordered a No. Three Alert for
an aircraft assigned to xLssione. It is assumed that this was a thirty-
minute standby, as such vas the case in CARDIV FOUR,*** and (c) provided for
five groups of three aircraft each, which groups were to be launched one
after the other at suitable intervals to provide reasonable antisubmarine
protection and orderly phasing into the shore base.

'The composition of the above No. One Antisubmarine Patr-i Group
was one plane from BATDIV THREE (KONGO) and two from the NOSHIRO-a total of
three. From this it seems clear that CC4BATPIV ONE had planned to transfer
aircraft to San Jose, one group-such as the above antisubmarine patrol
group-at a time, rather than the entire Reconnaissance Unit at once as was
done by Cowmmander SECOND Section and is discussed under that heading.

Also at 0715 the MYOKO launched her Number ONE aircraft.***

Also COMDESDIV THIRTY-ONE inf-rmed CGommader Main Body, aboard
the KISHINAMI, that the NAGANAMI would screen the TAKAO and kould come under
the command of the Commnanding Officer, TAKAO immmdiately.**N**

At 0739, Coummriner Main Body directed the CHOKAI (the labt

* Detailed Action Report MAYA, Battle off Philippines, October 22rid -
26th, 1944, WDC Document 161747.

1* C(IMBATDIV I Visual Dispatch 230715 October 1944 to BATDIV 3, NOS1HIRO
Detailed Action Report BATDIV 1, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 18th -
28th, 1944, W)C Docuient 161005, NA 11744.

RON CARLUV 4 Standing Order No. 20, November 27th, 1941, ATIS Document
No. 39, Part X, August 12th, 1945, Page 15, (NACHI Document).

*** ~DetAiled Actilon Rep;ort No. 15, MTOKO, Battle off the Philiopines
(Antiaircraft Action in Mindoro Sea), October 24th, 19"4, W1)C
Document 161647.

*•*** OKINA0I Visual Dispatch 23073"0 October 194" to Coirander Main IkAdy,

Detailed Action Report RAMIIV 1, SHO No. 1 Operation, October l•th -
28th, 1944 Wd)C Document 161005, NA 11744.
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remaining ship of CRUDIV FOUR) to report to COMCRUDIV FMVE for duty where it
replaced the KAYA.*

At 0740 the KONGO launched her Number Two aircraft** and
Commander Main Body confirmed the transfer of the NAGANAMI to the Commanding
Officer TAKAO.***

At 0755 COMDPSRON TVK) informed COMBATDIV ONE that all ATAGO
survivors had been rescued.**** (Personnel rescued by KISHINAMI and
ASASHIMO were- The Commanding Officer and forty-three officers; 667 petty
officers and men; two civilian employees. Those lost were Chief Engineer
and eighteen officers; .340 petty officers and men; one civilian
employee) .*****

Although there is no breakdown on casualties among staff
personnel it is known that some were lost. The Chief of Staff in a postwnr
statement said that about one-half of the staff communication personnel were
killed in the torpedoing and that this loss was of some inconvenience
later.*

At 0800 three ships of CRitJ)1V SEVN, the KUMtNO, CHIKUMA ard
TONE, launched one additional aircraft each o ",carry cut Antisubmarine
direct cover" and to proceed "to San Jose aii base while patrolling along
route of advance."*******

At 0803 TAYAO reported that she was unable to navigate as
her steering gear was out of commission.*****-*

* KISHINAMI TTomiander Main BodN yViqual Dispatch 230739 October
1944 to COCCRUDIV 5, Detailed Action Report BATDIV 1, SHO No. I
Operation` October 18th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161(X05, NA
11744.
Detailed Action Report KONGO, SHO Operation, October 22nd - 28th,
"1944, WOC Document 161637.
** onmawnder 1ST Striking Force DispL' h 230740 October 1944 to
Commanding Officer NAGANAMI and TAKAO, Detailed Action Report
TAKAO, October 23rd - 25th, 1944, WDC Document 160141, NA 11839.
COMESRON 2 Visunal Dispatch 23075' October 1944 to CWMF-TDIV 1,
Detailed Action Report BATDIV 1, SHO No. I Operation, October
18th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
Detailed Action and Battle Lessons Report ATAGO, October 23rd,

1944, WDC Document 161747.***** USSBS Interrogations of Japanese Officials, Nay No. 35, Interroga-

tion of Rear Admiral Tomiji Koyaragi, IJN, Volume 1, Page 147.
i• -***** Detailed Action Report CRLJDIV 7, October 23rd - 26 th, 1944, WC

Document 161005, NA 11744.
***"**** TAKAO Vimuil Dispatch 230803 October 1944 to Commanding Officers

KPýiINAMI and YAMATO, Detailed AcLion Report TAKAO, kntisubnarine
Action, October 23xr - 25th, !Q", •)C Docunert 160141, NA 11839.
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At 0810 CC*BATDIV ONE reduced speed to twenty knots.*

At 0815 Conmander Main Body asked the TAKAO if she was capable
of proceeding under her own power.**

At 0817 CXMBATDIV ONE directed the Main Body to form No. Y-23
Alert Cruising Disposition*K* (Plate XLII).

IT WILL BE OBSERVED THAT THIS CRUISING DISPOSITION HAD ALL OF
THE WEAKNESSES INHERENT IN THE ORIGINAL CRUISING DISPOSITION Y-2ý. (DISCUSSED
FULLY UNDER "OPERATIONS OF CObIANDEB FIRST STRIKING FORCE, OCTOBER 22ND")
WHICH WAS SO INEFFECTIVE AS TO PERMIT THE TORPEDOING OF THREE HEAVY CRUISERS
BY TWO ALLIED SUBMARINES WITHOUT INTERFERENCE. IT WILL BE RECALLED THAT THE
PRINCIPAL WEAKNESS IN Y-22 WAS THE LACK OF SCREEN AHEAD OF THE CRUISERS. THE
SAME WEAKNESS WAS MAINTAINED IN Y-23.

At 0826 the CGomanding Officer TAKAO reported that his star-
board engines and steering engine were out and that he was unable to proceed
under his own power at present.**-

At 0830 his chief of staff (who was also Chief of Staff FIRST
Striking Force) advised the Chief of Staff SW Area Force that the "TAKAO has
received enemy submarine torpedo attack in Latitude 09 0 -28'N, Longitnde f170-
17,E, unable proceed. NAGANAMI and ASASHIMO in company. Request 4irmediately,
screening and towing services."**"* (This Latitude and Longitude differs
from the "action report" by one minute, both of Latitude and Longitude).

Meanwhile he k:new that tLere were many submarine contacts
being reported for, •hether or not he recei -d them in the KISHINAMI, he
could see thf maneuvering to avoid and the i julting confusion in the FIRST
Section. Actually between 0708 and 0735 there were at least nine submarines
or torpedo contacts reported.

lie now discussed with ni;s staff the matter of (a) when to
transfer to the YAXATO and (b) if lcng deLayed should he retain command
within the KISHINAMI or temporarily transfer it to OH4BATDIV ONE.

Detailed Action Report No.* 2, D VD1V 3]{KISHIAIi, Antiair and
Surface Actions, October 24th - 26th, 1944, WDC Document 161717,
NA 11801.

** Ibid., KISHINAMI (Commander Main Body) Visual Dtspatch 230815
October 19" to Cmmmanding Officer TAKAO.

*** TANATO (COMBATDIV 1) Visual Dispatch 230817 OcLober 1944 to 1ST
Section, Detailed Action Report KOIJQ/O, 51O Operation, October 22rn --

218th, 194/, WDC Document 161637.
***' TAKAO Visual Dispatch 230826 October 1944 to (XMU31TDlV 1, Detailed

Action Report BATDIV I, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 18th - 28th,
1944, WDC Docunent 161005, NA 11771.

* * CofS 1ST Striking Force Dispatch 230830 October 1944 to Cof'S SW Area
Force, Detailed Action Report 1ST Striking Force, 51O OpTerationsi,
October 16th - 28th, 1941, ZGC Document 16164, NA 11839.
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COM FIRST SECTION
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He studied item (a) and noted first that (1) just from posi-
tions of the torpedoed ships there were at least two submarines present and
perhaps more--OOMBATDIV ONE stated later, "It is a positive fact that four
submarines were present at one time",* (2) he therefore had reason to believe
that there were other submarines in the Passage, (3) since the distance from
the point of attack to the northern entrance to Palawan Passage was some
ninety miles he would not at present speed clear the Passage before early
afternoon, (4) owing to the independent action taken by the various commanders
and commanding officers the cruising disposition had become thoroughly dis-
organized,* and (5) it would be sometime before COMBATDIV ONE who had assumed
tactical command would be able to reorganize the disposition.

He therefore decided that it would be unwise to attempt to
transfer to the YAMATO until (a) the disposition had been reformed and (b)
the command had passed through the Passage.

He now studied item (b) and clearly concluded that (1) owing
to the rapid sequence of events and the inadequacy of the KISHINAMI's com-
munication system it was highly probable that he had missed vital information
and (2) even if he had all vital information, he could not properly exercise
command from the KISHINAMI because of her inadequate communication system.

He now decided that since he could not properly command
tactically from the destroyer and thought it unwise to attempt to transfer to
the YAMATO until much later, he would transfer the command to COMBATDIV ONE.
Therefore, in execution of this decision, he at 0830 advised COMBATDIV ONE by
visual dispatch as follows: "Flag to be transferred to the YAMATO. COMBATDIV
ONE will assume force commaro until I transfer."**

By this dispatch he expected COMBATDIV ONE to assume the func-
tions of OTC,*** but it seems probable that that commander did not do 30 until
later (0915) because of some delay in the transmission and zeceipt of this
dispatch as a result of (a) the confused situation and (b) the inferior com-
munications personnel and equipment in the KISHINAMI.**•

However, since COMI1ATDIV ONL persisted in employing his divi-
sion commander title and (Cormiander Main Body likewise persisted in employing
his Main Body title these two titles will continue to be employed here.

Vice Admiral Matome Ugaki, UIN, (C(IMBATDI] 1), Personal [Diar,,, Ji-N,(ORGKU,
Nippon Shuppan Kyodo Kabushiki Kaisha (Tokyo, March 15th, 1953), Volume
iI.

**• ,,Il;HI NAM1 (Commander Main Bodty) Visual Dispatch 23C '_30 October 1944 to
COHBATI4V 1, Detailed Action heoort PATDIV 1, SilO No. 1 Operation,
October 18th - 28th, 1-944, WUC DocCwumnt 161005, NA .V1744.

•-*• Detailed Action Report IST Striking Force, 53i1) Operations, October lbth-
28th, 19144; vI)C Documuent 161641, NA 11P]9.

•** ilQ U.S. Army, Japan, Office of the Military fiitri-y Officer letter
serial MHI 119.1, tadated but recwived July 19th, 1957, to President,
Naval War Colle,'e.
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COMBATDIV ONE now commenced stimating the situation. Since
he had received no instmrctions from his supk nior which indicated that the
penetration oporation was to be delayed or what action was planned for the
TAKAO he naturally was concerned with taking the necessary action to (a)
refo: . the Main Body, (b) temporarily screen the TAKAO and (c) continue on
throu,,h Palawan Passage.

In accordance with this estimate he clearly decided that as
regards item (a) the order directing the Main Body to form Alert Cruising
Disposition Y-23 was sound for he permitted this order to stand. As regards
item (b) he decided that the TAKAO should be screened by two destroyers
rather than one and, since the NAGANAMI was already screening the TAKAO, he
at 0832 directed the Commanding Officer ASASHIMO, which was conducting rescue
operations of the ATAGO personnel, also to screen the TAKAO.* At 0838 he
received word from the ASASHIMO that she had completed rescue operations of
the ATAO0 personnel and was now standing by the TAKAO.** However, about two
miAutes later, he learned that the ASASHIMO had either misunderstood her
orders or had failed to receive them, for at 0840 he received a visual dis-
patch from that destroyer reporting that she would discontinue screening the
TAKAO and would rejoin the formation.***

It seems that Conmmander Main Body had now selected the course
of action "to save the TAKAO employing own forces" for at this same time
(0840) C(XBATDIV ONE appears to have received a visual dispatch from that
commander directing TAKAO and NAGANAMI to proceed to Brunei Bay and if
necessary to go via Ulugan Bay (west coast of Palawan Island) to effect
emergency •palrs*.E-** This clearly removed the NAGANAMI from thc penetra-
tion operation.

While his reasons for selecting thiz -iourse of action are not
known, it seems likely that they were (a) the TAKAO, at least temporarily, had
no power, (b) there were believed to be three - four submarines in the area--
actually there were but two, (c) at least one destroyer was required as an
escort, (d) Brunei Bay was consid.,red relatively safe, and finally (e) and
perhaps most important in Japanese eyes, was the fact that Japanese building
programs could not begin to match the allied building programs, and therefore
their ships and particularly their heavy ships were considered to have a value
which often obscured the primary objective of the operation.

* YAMATOT-C5BA1DIV lY Dispatch 230832 October 1944 to ASASHIMO, Detailed
Action Report TAKAO, October 23rd - 25th, 1.944, WDC Document 160141,
NA 11839.

** ASASHIIMO Visual Dispatch 230838 October 1944 to GOM13ATDIV . Detailed
Action Report BATDIV 1, SHO No. 1 Operation, Octobcr 18th - 28Th, 194,4,
WDC Documn~t 16100), NA 11744.

*** ibid., ASASHIMO Vislial Dispatch 230840 October 1944 to CCMDATDIV 1.
**** Oommander 1ST Striking Force Visual Dispatch 230840 October 1944 to

TAKAO and NAGANAYI, Detailed Action Report TAKAO, October 23rd - 25th,
1944, WDC Document 100141, NA 11819.
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There seems to be considerable doubt as to the soundness of
this decision for (1) the Main Body was comditted to the penetration opera-
tion, (2) it had been recogiizabl:y weak on sortie, (3) it had lost three of
its ten heavy cruisers and (4) it would now lose one of its fifteen
destroyers.

Perhaps based on Japanese concepts as discussed under "Operar-
tions of WinC Ombined Fleet, October 18th", this decision was sound for as
stated there the as~val hign coauand was unrealistic in that it failed to
realize fully its limited forces and persisted in detaching forces for duties
which, when compared with the necessity for gaining immediate victory at sea,
were decidedly secondary.*

This was at variance with the principle of naval warfare,
also discussed under the same heading, that WHEN A DECISIVE BATTLE AGAINST
WHAT IS EXPECTED TO BE A SUPERIOR FORCE IS IMMINENT, IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT
THE NATIOi•S MAXIMUM NAVAL POWER AND, IF POSSIBLE, HER LAND AIR POVER IN
SUPPORT, 1E O)NC0NTRATED AT THE DECISIVE TIME AND PLACE IN ORDER THAT THE
MAXIMUM SLOW MAY BE DELIVERE AGAINST THE EMY. TO THIS END ALL NAVAL
FORCES OF 'WHATEVER CHARACTER SHOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE TO THE 0OMMANDER, WHO
SHOULD SO APPORTION TdE4 AS TO INSURE THAT EACH SHIP IS EMPWTY• TO THE RfEST
ADVANTA(Z.*

Based on the concept that all combatant forces should have
becn emloyed in the forthcrming action, the questiou arises a2;u ohvw he
(CGomander Main Body) could have done this mid still give the TAKAO the
reasonable protection on which he apparently insisted. One possible soluk-
tion would have been to dispatch three destroyers--as will be shown shortly
he actually detached two destroyers for the trip to Brunei Bay-to aid the

-•i TAKAO with instructions to (a) commence towing immediately, (b) head for
IUlugan Bay, (c) rejoin tne rlaLn Body suuLh of Nindoeo at 0500 the following
morning. Since this position is 200 miles from Ulugan Bay--or eight hours
at twenty-five knots--these destroyers then would have to depart the TAKAO
by about 2100.

By this time the TAKAO would (a) have been well in the shoal
waters inside the 100 fathom curve where uubmarine submerged operations would
be difficult, and (b) but thirty miles from Ulugan Ba7 where help--among
other units the NICHIEI MARU and KURAHMSHI were there-was available, at
least for screening, which help could easily reach the tow long before 2100
and relieve the destroyers. And if the TAKAO managed to get underway under
her own power the n tuation would be even less difficult.

However, in the light of this decisiok' by Commander Main
Body, which decision indicated a definite attempt to save thu TAKAO, COMBAT-
DIV ONE now reestimated the situation and appears to have decided that since
the TAKAO would have to return to Brunei Bay via Palawan Passage Wid might

* Volume I1, Battle for Leyte Oulf NavPers 92194).N7aval War College
1955, Operation-, of OinC Combiited Fleet, October 18th, Chapter IV(A).
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not succeed in getting underway, she would require additional escort--perhaps
as a tow-for at 0844 he directed the Commanding Officer, ASASHTMO to con-
tinue to guard the TAKAO.* He apparently choset the ASASHIMO because she was
laden with 492 of the ATAGO'S rescued personnel.

It seems probable that the thought of screening the TAKAO
against submarine dangers alerted him to the fact that although he had seen
certain of his ships launching aircraft he had heard little concerning their
activity. Therefore, at 0845 he queried COMBATDIV THREE and 0OMCRUDIV SEVEN
thereon as follows: "Has the FIRST Recco Unit taken of'f?"**

He now decided to assign the NAGANAOI and ASASHIMO to the

Commanding Officer TAKAO for duty as escorts and therefore at O849 issued
dispatch instructions to this effect.***

Meanwhijle he noted that the KISHINAMI had overtaken the
FIRST Section and by 0900 had taken station off the port bow of the
YAMATO.****

Also at this time he commenced receiving replies as follows
to his 0845 dispatch with reference to the FIRST Recco Unit (a) at 0900 from
CQWBATDIV THREE saying, "Aircraft launched at 0700. After neutralizing subs
they started on scheduled missions,',****-* (b) at 0900 from COMCRIJDIV FIVE,
"Onq antisubmarine plane now being launched by MYOKO"t,****** (c) at 0905
another from COMBATDIV THREE stating that one plane from BATDIV THREE
assigned to the "Antisub patrol, FIRST Group" had not been launched and
asked permission to keep it on standby.******* This message is not under-
stood as BATDIV THREE had been directed to fumnish hbit ;ne aircraft to this
group and it had been launched at 0700, and (d) at C909 from COMCR1JDIV SEVEN,

* COMBATDIV 1 Voice Radio Message 230844 October 1944 to ASASHIMO,
Detailed Action Report BATDIV 1, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 18th-
28th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
Ibid., COMBATDIV 1 Visual Dispatch 230845 October 1944 to OOMBATDIV
3 and C•OCORUDIV 7.

YAMATO (Commander Main Body) Dispatch 230849 October 1944 to Com-
manding Officers NAGANAMI, ASASHIMO, etc., Detailed Action Report
TAKAO, Antisubmarine Action October 23rd - 25th. 1944, WDC Document
16O041, NA 11839.
Detailed Action Report No. 2, DESDIV 31 (KISHINAMI), Antiair and
Surface Actions, October 24th - 26th, 194_÷, WDC Document 161717,
NA 11801.

• -I** COMBATDIV 3 Visual Dispatch 230900 October 1944 to COMBATDIV I,
Detailed Action Report BATDIV 1, SHO No. I Ooeration, October 18th-
28th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

• ***** Ibid., COMCRUDIV 5 Visual Dispatch 230900 October 194" to
(,OM.ATDTV 1.

**•-•* Ibid., COMCRUDIV 3 Visual Dispatch 230905 October 1944 to
CATIBAIDIV 1.
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"This unit has launched eight planes of the FIRST Recco Unit."* Actually at
this time a total of at least eleven aircraft had been launched, ten from the
SEOOND Section and one from the FIRST Section. In addition four aircraft had
been lost in the sinking of the ATAGO and MAYA.

It seems clear that ha was surprised and concerned over the
launching of so many aircraft and started a study to determine what could be
done.

At 0905 since he was also acting as wmmander FIRST Strikinig
Force he knew that the CHIBURI had been directed to depart Brurtei Bay Inmmedi-
ately, tj act as a screen for the TAKAO.**

At 0914 he received a voice radio message from t he AKISH114O
reporting that (a) she had picked up 685 men from the MAYA incliding the
execut~ve officer and (b) was now rejoining at twenty-four knots.*A*

At 0915 apparently feeling that neither the (a) whereabouts
of Commander FI:3ET Striking Force nor (b) the fact that he (COMBATDIV ONE) has
assumed command of the force were known to the entire command, he advised all
ships of these two facts as follows: "Until the Force Commander, now on
KISHINAMI, transfers to YANATO, I will temporarily take command of the FIRST
Striking Force.***

Meanwhile having completed his study of the aircraft situation
and having clearly decided that COMBATDIV THREE' s action in ordering the
launching of the entire First Reconnaissance Unit was unsound he at 0935
issued dispatch instructions to the effect that (a) the antisubmarine and
antiaircraft dispo stions ordered by FIRST Striking Force SigOrd No. 189 were
cancelled and (b)he would issue new orders later.*****

At 0938 OCIBATDIV ONE sent a dispatch to Comuander Main Body
stating that he planned to transfer the Force Flag at. about 1300.******

At 1025 he released BATDIV ONE SigOpOrd No. 16 which orgtn-
ized the air patrols for the remainder of the day as follows:

* COMCRUDIV 7 Visual Diripatch 230909 October 1944 to COMBATDIV 1,
Detailed Action Report BATDIV 1, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 18th-
28th, 1944, 1W)C Documernt 1610O5, NA 117L4.
Commander 1ST Striking Force Dispatch 230905 October 1944 to CHIBURI,
Detailed Action Report 1ST Striking Force, SHO Operations, October
16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Docutment 161641, NA 11839.
Ibid., AKISHIHO Voice Radio Message 230914 October 1944 to COhvBATDIV
1.

**** COMLATDIV 1 Visual Dispatch 230915 October 1914 to All Ships, De-
tailed Actic0n Report BATDIV 1, S}lO No. 1 Operation, October 18th -

28th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
S **** Ibid., UO)MATDIV I Visuazl Dispatch 230935 October 194h to All Ships.

* � Ibid., COMBAII)IV 1 Visual Dispatch 230938 Octooer 1944 to Commander
1ST Striking Porce.
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0(M SECOND SECTION
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"01. Air patrol diopositions today will be as follows-

"a. Antisub patrol - No. 6 disposition, 3-hr patrol
periods.

"b. First group - Three CRRUDIV FIVE planes, from 1030.

Second group Two CRUDIV SEVEN planes and one DESMON

TWO plans, from 1230.

"Il. After completing mission, aircraft wil move up to

San Jose.

"Rd. The above aircraft will constitute the SECOIND Rocco

Unit.

"2. SECOND Recco Unit's mission tomor-ow will be as previously
ordered except that aircraft will take off from land bases.'*

This dispatch points up by inclusion two deficiencies of the
FIRST Striking Force SigOrd No. 189, i.e., (a) a time of take off for each
patrol group and (b) the duration of each patrol period. Had this information
been included in SigOrd No. 189 or had it been the subject of a timely signal
to the force, the confu5sion of the morning in launching aircraft might have
been avoided0

It is assumed that during the morning COMBATDIV ONE received
the contact reports listed and discussed under "Operations of Commander FIRST
Striking Force, 0000 - 1042 October 23rd", Of these contacts the only one
which might have worried him was Contact G, Plate XL. Since he later changed
course in that direction it would appear as if, realizing the inaccuracies of
RDF fixes, he me not particularly concerned.

At 1042 the Main Body was bearing 232t(T), distant ninety-four

miles from Libo Potrnt (northern tip of Palawan Island).

(2) Operations of Commander SECOND Section.

Upon sighting the torpedoing of the ATAGO at 0633 and of the
TAKAO at 0634 the Commandii.g Officer HARUNA fired a flare for an emergency
turn of forty-five degrees to starboard.** However, as the ships were swing-
ing to starboard Commander SECOND Section observed that many units of the
FIRST Section were also swinging to starboard0 In order to avoid fouling
these ships, he gave two orders in rapid succession. With the first order

* COXBATDIV 1 Visual Dispatch 231025 October 19414 to All Ships with air-

craft, Detailed Action Report BATDIV 1, SHO No. I Operation, October
18th - 28th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 1.1744.

* Detailed Action Report No. 3, YAHAGI, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 22nd-
28th, 1944, WDC Document 161007.
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at 0637 he announced his course as 0400 (T). This gave all ships a course of
reference. Then iwediate,,y after this he ordered an emergency change of
course by sizmltaneous ships turn of eighty degrees to port. This placed the
SEOOND Section on course 3200(T). He contlnued on this new course until 0641
when having movad largely to the westward of the FIPST Section he changed

course also by s9,14ltaneous ships turn to 0400 (T), Then at 0646 having
observed the KTOKO, HAG'JRO and MAYA on a mean course of about 070 0 (T) and
having nbserved the YAMATO) also on about 0700(T) he decided to set the same
course in order to maintain the commands close together primarily for com-
isunication purposes. Although this new course would pass directly over the
area wherein the ATAGO and TAKAO had been torpedoed he likely felt that this
was one of the safer procedures for it was highly probable that because of
the numerous depth charge attacks, the submarine or submarines which had
made these attacks would have been forced to seek safety by diving deeper.
12 this was his belief it proved to be correct for the DARTER had been forced
to deep submergence.

Despite this fact there still remains some question as to the
correctness of this decision. This seems so for the Japanese at this time
were quite familiar with the fact that Allied submarines operated in wolf
packs. In this connection the Commanding Officer, TONE stated that "it is
customary for enemy submarines to make an attack with two submarines"* and
a Senior Staff Officer with the FOURTH Surface Escort Force stated "Toward
the end of the war they (Allied submarines) seemed to operate as teams from
two to four."**

Therefore by changing course toward the TAKAO was there not
a possibility that he might be heading into other submarines? In this con-
nection (a) some few mdnutes later (0710) COMDESRON TEN recommended that
"Believe it advisable to get out of submarine danger area by taking course
flanking scheduled route,*** and (b) the Commanding Officer, TONE in his
action report stated ",hen a ship has been attacked by an enemy submarine,
ships following astern should avoid the torpedoed ships wake and passing
through waters in which companion submarines lurk."*

Today's (1957) U.S. Navy Antisubmarine Evasive Measures
Doctrine is in part as follows:

"In areas where submarines are known to be concentrated or
where random contacts have been made, it is poor tactics to retraverse too
soon the same infested water or vicinity.'"***

* Detailed Action Report TONE, SHO Operation, Battle off the Philippines,
October 24th - 26th, 1944, WDC Document 161747.

S* USSBS Interrogations of Japanese Officials, Nay No. 110, Interrogation
of Captain Tokuma Abe, IJN, Volume II, Page 485.

*** OOMDEON 10 Dispatch 220710 October 1944 to Commander 2ND Section
(KONGO), Detailed Action Report No. 3, YAiAGI, SHO No. I Operation,
Ociober 22nd - 28th, 1944, WiG Document 161007.

**,*Striking Force Operations (NWP 20) Department of the Navy, Office of
the Chief of Naval Operations, May 1953, Chapter 5, Paragraph 523.
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Meanwhile Cormander SEOOND Section studied the situation to
determine what action, if arky, tie could take to contribute not only to the
safety of the SECOND Section Iut of the FIRST Section as well. He noted that
no aircraft had been launched. Realizing (a) the importance of aircraft
against submarines and (b) the failure of Commander Main &3dy who commanded
th: FI1-T 4" 3 4lrectly, to launch aircraft he decided to take limieilate
action thereon. Therefore at 0649 on his own Lnitiatave he dirert"d the
First Reconnaiseance Unit to "Take off as soon as ready and carry out sched-
uled missions after neutralizing enemy submarines.)*

While it is nowhere specifically stated as to how many air-
craft were to comprise the First Reconnaissance Unit it seems likely that it
included all of the aircraft assigned to patrols in FIRST Striking Force's
SigOrd Nos. 189 and 190. If this was the caso then Commander SECOND Section's
order involved a total of at least fifteen aircraft of which nine were in the
SECOND Section.

As a result of this order the KUJMANO at 0656 launched one
plane, and the SUZUYA, two.

About this time Coommander SECOND Section observed that the
MAYA which was almost dead ahead (Plate XLI) had been hit by torpedoes and
had exploded and swuk. Not having observed whence came the torpedoes, he
decided to turn away and therefore immediately changed course to OOO°(T) by
simultaneous ships turn at 0657 and to 2900 (T) at 0700.

As he turned away at 0700 he noted three additional planes
being launched by his ships; one by the CHIKUMA, one by the TONE and one by
the KONGO. He now had launched a total of six planes. Whether he knew it
•r not no planes from the FIRST Section had as yet been launched and none
would be launched for about fifteen minutes. This was probably due to the
fct that he had issued his 0649 launching order by voice radio which order
bý',,use of the confusion incident to the torpedoing, was delayed in "getting
1,a' vIgh" to the addresseea.

At 0705, in continuance of his turn aay to the westward he
chang.cu course by simultaneous ships turn to 2450 (T) and thence followed the
track as shown on Plate XLI.

As the minutes passed and no a 'It nal atiacks occurred, it
seems prohab..ale that he was hoping that all was w'li. However, at 0715 he
received a visual dispatch from COMBATDIV ONE directing him to launch immedi-
ately No. 1 Antisubmirine Patrol Group in accordance with FIRST Striking
Forc's SigOrd No. 189.** This dispatch was clearly a surprise for it Will

* KONGO Voice Radio Message 230-69 October 1914 to IST Reconnaissance
Unit, Detailed Action Report No. 3, YAHAGI, SHO No. I Operation,
October 22nd - 28thp 1944, WDC Document 161007.
0 ccI4B•ArDIV I "V.Lual Dispatch 23.)7! October 1944 to BATDIV 3, NOfiHRO,

Detailed Action i•eyLcA BAr)IV 1, SHO No. I Operation, Octeher 18th -

28th, 1944, WDC Dociumernt 161005, NA i174.
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be recalled he h&d directed the First Reoonnaiossnce Unit to depart at 0649,
and he knew that uome of the aircraft had already taken off. It seems likely
that he noted the difference between CCWBATDIV ONE's 230715 and his own
2306,49 for whereas the former only called for three planes his own order, as
pointed out earlier, called for perhaps fifteen.

Since he had already directed the First Reconnaissance Unit
to take off he now must have realized that COMBATDIV ONE had not as yet
learned this. He seems to have taken no action to advise that commander of
this fact; therefore it is assumed that he felt that hie original order,
which was a voice radio message had been delayed but would arrive shortly.

Meanwhile he continued to maneuver to confuse possible 3ub-
marines and to avoid reported contacts. In so doing he succeeded in getting
well to the north of the area where the FIRST Section cruisers had teen tor-

peodoed.

At 0845 he received another visual dispatch from COMI3ATDIV
ONE, tLis one a query, "Han the First Recco Unit taken off?" This dispatch
mumt have been both a relief and a puzzle; a relief because the query indi-
cated that OOMBATDIV ONE had now received his 230649; a puzzle because surely
COMBATDIV ONE could see the shipboard planes flying.

He replied as follows: (a) at 0900,"aircraft launched at
0700. After neutralizing subs they started on scheduled missions"* and (b)
at 0905, s&ying that one plane of BATDIV THREE assigned to the "Anti-sub
Patrol, First Group" had not been launched and requesting permission to keep
it on standly.**

Except for this he seeras to have taken no further action
other than to continue to maneuver as he moved to the northward.

It is assuned that at 1042 he was in the vicinity of the
FIRST ection.

But now to return to Commander Main Body for a battle lesson.
It seems likely that sone of the questionable decisions which occurred at
this time within the Main Body were occasioned by the fact that the consider-
able confusion, misinformation and perhapb shock incident to the torpedoing
of the cruiser3 so adversely affected some of the commanders as to reduce
their ability to make logical decisions.

G COMAIT)IV 3 Vismual Dispatch 230900 October 1944 to COMBATDIV 1, DetaL-ed
Action Report BATDIV 1, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 18th - 28th, 1944,
WVC Document 161005, NA 11744.

*ft Ibid., COMGRUDIV 3 Visual Dispatch 230905 October 1941; to CG(14BATDIV 1.
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CMX) THIRD SECTION

W ALOctober 23rd

UNFORTUNATELY IT IS DIFFICULT TO DETERMINE PRIOR TO AN ACTION
WHICH OFWICFRS WILL MEASURE UP TO THE REQUIREKENTS OF COMMAND AND WHICH WILL
,E FOUND WANTING. AND YET IT IS HERE THAT SUCCESS OR FAILURE OF AN ACTION
MAY BE DETERMINED. SOUND MILITARY DECISION STATES IN THIS REGARD, HIT IS
MORE ESPECIALLY DURING THE SWIFT MOVING ACTION OF THE TACTICAL ENGAGE*=
THAT MORAL CAPACIrY TO COMMAND AND MENTAL ABTI !TY TO SOLVE MILITARY PROBLEMS
EXPEl•NCE THE MAXIMUM PRES=1RE OF EVENTS. IT IS THEN ALSO THAT RESPONSI-
BILITY OF THE COMMANDER CREATES AN ADDED DEMAND FOR INTELLIGENT APPLICATION
OF MENTAL POWER BECAUSE OF THE VITAL :SSUES WHICH MAY HINGE UPON HIS DECI-
SIONS."0*

(b) Operations of Gommander THIRD Section, 0000 - 1042 October
23rd.

At 0000 Comnander THIRD Section with the THIRD Section was in
position bearing 242 0(T), distant 150 miles from Balabac Islaij and on course
0420(T).

Sometime in the early morning, probebly at about 0315, he
changed course to 055 0 (T), and again at 0600 to 0900(T), heading for Balabac
Strait.

Since the Commanding Officer MOGAMI, in his action report
states that close air cover against air and submarine attack from shore bases
was provided on the 22nd and 23rd and particularly during the passage through
Balabac Strait,** it seems more than probable that no ship-based reconnais-
sance aircraft were launched. This statement is borne out by the fact that
(1) in general, FIRST Striking Force aircraft were to proceed to shore bases
once launched, (2) no mention is made in available records of ship-based air-
craft activity on this day and (3) all aircraft were atill aboard the follow-
ing morning.

Sometime during the morning he probably received Commander
SECOND Striking Force's dispatch 222000 in which that commander announced the
schedule of movements for the SECOND Striking Force in the penetration behind
the THIRD Section.

Although, from the records available to this study, it
appears that this dispatch was the first definite information he had received
that the SECOND Striking Force had been cowmitted to the penetration opera-
tion, it is clear that he was fully aware of the discussions concerning the
use of the -'ECOND Striking Force iwhich had preceded this decision. In fact,
because of the views expressed in the exchange of disnatches between various
commands, there seems to have been a strong belief in tiie THIRD Section that
the SECOND Striking Force would participate in the penetration operation

S* ound Military Decision, U.S. Naval War College, 1942, Page 217.
* Detailed Action aeport MOGAMI, Battle off the Philippines, October

i8th - 25th 1944, ýDC Document 160463, NA 12653.
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through Surigao Strait. This view is supported by the Commanding Officer
SHIGURE, who in a postwar interrogation in speaking of a conference of THIRD
Section commanding officers prior to departure from Brunei (1500 October 22nd)
said, "We knew that Shilma* and the FIFTH Fleet (SECOND Striking Force) were
coming down to hel, us..."**

Regardless of the time he received the above information,
sometime during this day, and probably about this time, he issued his in-
structions to his force concerning the SECOND Striking Force as follows:

"The SECOND Striking Force scheduled to penetrate through
Surigao Strait behind the THIRD Section according to the schedule given below.
Special care will be exercised in regard to recognition of friendly ships and
fixing course.

"1"1200 2). Oct (Point A) 90 40'N, 1200 30'E

"2000 2-4 Oct (Point B) 8` 50'N, 1220 50'E

""10600 25 Oct (Point C) Entrance of Surigao Strait."***

It is evident from this dispatch that he had more detailed
information on the movements of the SECOND Striking Force than was contained
in Coruunander SEC"OND Striking Force's dispatch 222000 as quoted under "Opera-
tions of C(nmmander SECOND Striking Force, October 22nd."1 Whence came this
information is not clear, but it seems likely that it was contained in that
message. Since this dispatch is found only in the report of Commander Main

Force, it seems probable that certain portions, considered unessential to
that command, were omitted in the write up.

The problems in coemmand relationships in regard to combining
the THIRD Section and the SECOND Striking Force have been discussed at some
length under "Operations of CinC Combined Fleet, October 22nd" wherein it is
pointed out that these command relationships were )argely based on the fact
that (a) Commander SECOND Striking Force, who had been junior to Comiiander
THIRD Section, and was now senior, and (b) CinC Combined Fleet desired to have
Commander THIRD Section who was very experienced in night operations, in coin-
rand in the Surigao Strait operation. There may, of cour3e, have been other
reasons not available to this study, but one statement which is available was
makde in a postwar interrogation of the Conimanding Officer, SHIGIUiRE wherein
that officer stated, "... there was some discussion of joining up with him,
(THIRD Section Joining SECOND Striking Force) however, Shima was seni.or to
Nishimura and therefore they couldn't cooperate. Nishimura did not, want to
be under the coiramand of Shimna.'"**

* Vice Adriral Kiyohide Shima, 1JN.
"* 1USSRS Interrogation of Japanese Officials, Nay No. 79, interrogation of

GCommander Shigeru Nishino, IJN, Volume 11, Pa&. 'h43.
* Com.ander 311d Section Vinual Disj-atch (October 23rd, time unkn,,vwn) to

3RD) Section, (3R[ Section SigOrd No. 5), i)etaile1 Action 1eport 0 tliUF.,
Battle of Leyte Cu]f, October 23rd - 27th, 1944, WDC Document It(4717
(Part 4), NA 11801.
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Although there is no amplfication of this statement does it
not seem logical to say that it supports the above reasoning?

Whatever may have been the real reasons for not joining the

SECOND Striking Force and the THIR Section, the facts, as shown by Cormander
THIRD Sectlon's visual dispatch above, -re clear. Commander THIRD Section
well knew that under Coammander SECOND Striking Force' e plan that commander
would pass Binit Point and enter into Lurigao Strait about five hours after
the THIRD Section. Since (a) he could readily see by plotting, that this
schedule of advance, did not require excess speed-in fact it required rela-
tively slow spe',ds--; i.e., from sortie to Point A of 13,5 knots, from Point
A to Point B of 18 knots, and from Point B to Point C of 16 knots, and (b)
the SECOND Striking Force recently fueled was capable of much higher speeds
without requiring refueling of other than the destroyers, it seems clear that
he now realized that Commander SECOND Striking Force had no intentions of
operal ".ng other than wall separated, and therefore that he (Commander THIRD
Section) was "on his own".

At 1025 Commander THIRD Section with the THIRD Section passed
through the main channel, Balabac btrait* which it will be recalled had been
ordered buoyed by the ships there under the direction of Conmmading Officer
MAYA.** After clearing the channcl he changed course to O75O(T).***

At 1042 the THIRD Section on course 0750 (T) speed 18 knots

was hearing 110°(T) distant 50 nrles from Balabac Island.

(2) Operations of Comnander Main Force, 0000 - 1042, October 23rd.

At midnight Coomarxer Main Force with the Main Force, a Latitude
230-4ý8'N, Longitude 133 0 -42'E (about 670 miles east of the north end of
Formosa), was steaming on course 245 0 (T), speed sixteen knots.

During the imidwatch he received a dispatch (Z30100) from the Chief
of Staff SIXTH Base Air Force in which the Chief of Staff pointed out the
dependence of the Main Force on the 801st (sic) Air Group for forward and
southern flank searches (except for "L" sectcr**• searches by SIXTH Base
Air Force), and requested that arrangements be made accordingly.4 ***-

* Detailed Action Report SHICGURE, Battle of Leyte Gulf, October 23rd -

27th, 1944, WDC Document 161717 (2art 4), NA 1&Al.
1* Commander 1ST Striking Force Dispatch 211208 October 1944 to MAYA

(15T Striking Force SigOrd No. 145), Detailed Action Report BA1IV1
I, SHO No. 1 Operition, Octobcr 18th - 28th, 1944, WDO Document
161005, NA 11744.

" Appended Chart 1, SHO No. 1 Operation, Movements of 3RD Section 1ST
Striking Force from 1500 October 22nd - 1700 October 27th, 1944.

* According to Japanese search procedures "L" designates a patrol based
at Manila, Gombi.-ed Fleet OoOrd No. 82, August let, 1944, ATIS Docu-
mernt No. 39, Part VIIi, June 4th. 1945 (NACHI Doctent).

" * *Detailed Action Repo-4 Z111HO, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th
25th, 1944, wDC Document 161008.
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-t was not until 0255 that he received Clark Air Base Recco Report

No. Two of October 22nd. This message reported an aircraft sighting at 0900

of an enemy force consisting of one light(Cv,) and one special (CVE)

carrier, two battleships or cruisers and some destroyers, on course 18 0 0(T)

at sixteen knots, bearing 087 0 (T), distant 330 miles from Manila.* !e

likely noted that this report was similar to one received earlier with; a

time of contact of 0920, but was some fifty miles to the southwest of that

earlier report. He does not appear to have given this report much consider-

ation at this time for it does not appear on his chart of Enemy Fleet Dis-

positions for th!s date.

At 0418 he radioed his coramand to prepare to make full speed jinmedi-

ately.** (While exactly what full speed was is not known, there. are indica-

tions that it was eighteen knots, i.e., standard speed (twelve knots) plus

an increment equal to half standard speed (six knots)).

At 0515 the Main Force manned stations,x** presumably fer the dawn

alert (about one hour before sunrise).

At 0530 the ZUIKAKU placed foui fighters on No. No Alert for possi-

ble service as direct air cover (CAP).****

At 0533 the ISUZU spotted a submarine periscope 450 to port, distant

about 2100 yards. She immediately opened fire with her port guns, at which

time evasive action was taken by temporarily charging course,***** presumably

to course 3400 (T) which coufse was maintained until 0551 when the base course

of 245 0 (T) was resumed.o*rI*

At 0545 the ZUIK&KU commenced launching the morning search--origiia2 -

ly scheduled for 0530-consisting of six attack and two recco planes in

accordance with Couanider Main Force's order for the day's air operations.

At 0546 the CHIYODA also launched planes;***** these were likely two

Lype 97 attack planes from the ASP which was assigned to CRIYODA from 0530

to 1000.

By 0555 ir Latitude 23°-14IN, Longitude 1320-O0'E, eight pianes if

his scheduled nine-plane search were airborne and commencing their assigmld

-* " Clark Air Base Dispatch 2 -l•-6 October 1944 to Commanders' "T" Attack

?Force, Main Force, War Diary DkSRON 10, October 1944, WDC Document

161638, NA 11739.
Detai-jed Action Report ZUIHO, SHO No. I Operation, October 20th -

25th, 1944, WDC Document 161008.
Detailed Action Report ZUIKAKU, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th -

25th, 1944, WDC Document 161008.

•* Appendix 3, Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. I Operation,

October 20th - 29th, 19414, WDC Document 161006, NA 12604.

S** War Diary ISUZU, October Vý44, WDC Dccument 16L636, NA 1260O4

S** Appendix, Detailed Action Aeport CHITWE, SHO No. I Op•ration,

October 20th - 25th, 1944, iDCI Document 161T•O,
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searchea. The ninth plane scheduled to be launched by the ZUIHO was delayed
until 0750.* The search consisted of the sector 1250-252 0 (T) to a radius
varying from 270 miles on the southeasterly leg tc 375 miles on the
westerrmost leg with the base search line 195 0 (T).**

At 0600 No. Three Anti-Submarine Alert was set.901 This appears to
have been a relaxation of the higher state of readiness which had been
assumed at the earlier alarm. From this time (i.e., the commencement of
the uorning air search) until 1000, all attack units were held on No. Two
Alert.

At this hactr the sky was half-overcast, the -wind was east at four-
teen knots and the surface visibility was thirty miles.*

At 0602 Commander Main Force began zigzagging by the A method.***-*
This was a proper precaution for him to take as he was in waters where enemy
submarines mig4h be expected, particularly in view of the many alarms of the
previous day,

Just prior to the coming of sunrise (0613), the force commenced
assuming No. 3-A Shipboard Alert;*W*** ZUIHO set No. 3-A Shipboard Alert at
061 8,***** while it was 0624 before ISUZU had set condition watches.****

At 0616, and before the usual change of dasposition from an anti-
submarine to an antiaircraft disposition had been made, an unidentified
carrier plane was sighted in Latitude 220-30N, Longitude 1310-201E.* *
This causttd Commander Main Force to study the situation to determine whether
the security of his -ommand would be best served by remaining in his present
disposition; in othex words he had to decide at this time whether the greater
menace to his command was submarines or aircraft, He decided that the un-
identif i d carrier plane presented an air danger which required maximm pre-
cautions. Therefore he directed the Main Force by visual dispatch (a) at
06-9 to form No. Four Alert Cruising Disposition (the antiaircraft disposi-
tion),****mw (b) at 0631 to prepare to make :ximium battle speed

* Detailed Action Report ZUIHO, SHe No. 1 Operation, October 20th -
25th, 1944, WDC Document 161008.

*Detailed Action Report No. 1, 653RD Air Group, SHO Operations,
October 20th - 25th, 1944, WDC Document 161004, NA 12605; alro
Detailed Action Report ZUIKAKU, SHO No. 1 Operation, October
20th - 25th, 1944, WDU Document 161008.
War Diary OYODO, October 1944, WDC Document 161636, NA 11973.
War Diary ISUZU, October 1944, WDC Document 161636, KA 11973.
Detailed Action Report ZUIKAKU, SHO No. I Operation, October 20th -

25th, 1944, WDC Document 161008.
•*.** War Diary ZUIHO, October lt - 25th, 1944, WDC Document 161636,

NA 11973.
"*t•** Detailed Action Reuort Main Force, 6WIO No. 1 Operation, October

20th - 29th, 1944, Appendix 2, WDC Document 161005, NA ,1744.
H**1H~ Co~mander Main Force Visual Dispatch 230629 October 1944 to Main

Force, War Diary ZUIHO, October Ist - 25th, 1944, WDC Document
161636, NA 11973.
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iumediately,* (c) at 0634, because there was danger of an enemy air attack,

to maintain strict antiaircraft alert,** (d) at 0637 to enforce emergency

radar dispositions, and (e) at 0641 to each group to zigzag independently.***

After taking these precautionary measures he awaited further informa-

tion from his planes as well as his ships' radars. The slowness with which

he reacted to the initial contact report (0616) until he had completed his

preparations (0641) seems to indicate that he did not really believe that

this was a contact on an enemy plane, but had either (a) decided that despite

this belief some security measures were necessary or (b) had been prevailed

on by his staff to take such measures.

Whatever may have been the reason there is no doubt but that the

commander's actions were inordinately delayed. This is particularly so

because on the previous day he had directed that an especially strict AA

alert was to be maintained from the 23rd.****

WHILE WHAT JAPANESE ORDERS AND DOCTRINES PRESCRIBED IN CASES SIMILAR

TO THIS ARE NOT KNOWN IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT THEY APPROXI11ATE) U. S. NAVAL

REGULATIONS THEREON WHIREIN, UNDER INSTRUCTIONS TO THE SENIOR OFFICER PRESENT

THEY PRESCRIBED:

"TO THE EXTENT WHICH THE SITUATION DEMANDS, THE IENIOR OFFlCER

PRESENT SHALL BE PREPARJ]- FOR ACTION AND SHALL GUARD AGAINST SURPRISE

ATTACK. WITH THE MEANS AT HIS DISPOSAL, HE SHALL PUT INTO EFFECT SUCH

MEASURES AS ARE NECESSARf TO MINIMIZE THE POSSIBILITY OF THE UNDETECTED

APPROACH OF HOSTILE AIR, SURFACE, OR SUB-SURFACE FORCEE AND SHALL TAKE

ALL ACTION POSSIBLE TO DESTROY SUCH HOSTILE FORCES PRIC TO THEIR REACHING

ATTACK POSITION.****

Since (a) rv) enemy air attack had materialized, and (b) information

had been received that one of the ZUIKAKU search planes was returiiing because

of engine trouble,****** Commander Main Force concluded that •he unidentified

* Commander Main Force Visual Dispatch 230631 October 1944 to Main

Force, War Diary ZUIHO, October ist - 25th, 1944, WPC Document

161636, NA 11973.
Ibid., Commander Main Force Visual Dispatch 230634 October 1944 to

Main Force.
Ibid., Commander Main Force Visual Dispatch 2306A41 October 1944 to

Main Force.
Commander Main Force Dispatch (no time group), October 22nd, 1944

to Main Force, (Main Force SigOrd No. 13), Detailed Action Report

ZUIHO, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th - 25th, 1944, 4DC Docmnent

161008.
United States Navy Regulations, 194P, Chapter o, Paragraph 0611-3.

• '.'% Detailed Action Heport No. 1, 653103 Air Group, SHO Operations,
K October 20th - 25th, 1944, W•IC Djocument 1,61•04, NA 12605; also

Detailed Action Report Z'J1KAKU, :-110 No. I Operation, October 2Xth -

25th, 1944, WOC Documert 1iO0fn
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plane was presumably this search plane (referred to as the plane on the adja-
cent search line) on its return flight.* Therefore, at 0650, he set Condition
of Readiness TWO, thus lowering the condition of readiness.

At 0705, having i.ntercepted a radio telephone commication, appar-

ently from enemy carrier plane(s), signal strength FOUR, he directed that a

strict alert be enforced.* Meanwhile the ZUIKAKU realizing the importance of
having the sector searched completely, commenced preparing another plane to
replace the returning plane.

At 0727 (since the ISE sighted it at that time) Commander Main Force
likely sighted a Type Two large flying boat at a distance of about thirty
kilometers (sixteen miles) which appeared to have mistakenly reported the
Main Force as an enemy taak force.** While what he thought of this contact
report is nowhere stated, it seems clear that he viewed it with considerable
concern for it showed that CinC Combined Fleet's instructions of the previous
day, quoted in full under "Operations of CinC Combined Fleet, October 22nd",
to the effect, among other items, that the flying personnel of the base air
forces should be informed so that they could clearly distinguiah the units of
the Main Force, were not being taken seriously. This was an unhappy develop-
ment for he could visualize the possibility of an air attack on his own com--
mand by friendly forces. Ho ever, he took no action thereon, presumably
because he felt that since CinC Combined Fleet was alert to the situation'
that commander would take any action deemed ne(essary.

At 0740 he observed that the ZUIKAKU had launched a search plane to

replace the search plane which had been reported at 0710 as retuniing.***

It seems probable that some time before this he had learned that the
ZUIHO's plane which was flying the westernmost search line had developed
mechanical troubl-e**** for at 0747 he noted that the ZUIHO had launched an
additional search plane presumably as a replacement.•**

At 0800 one of his search planes sighted a surf,,cod s-bmarine in
Latitude 200-45'N, Longitude 134 0-12'E and attacked it with two sixty kilo-
gram bombs with unknown re eults.**)*** Whether he knew of this at this time,

S* Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th-

29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
S** Detailed Action Report ISE, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 25th, 1944,

WDC Document 161006, NA 12604.
Detailed Action Report No. 1, 653RD Air Group, 6HO Operations, October
20th - 25th, 1944, WDC Document 161004, NA 12605; also Detailed Action
Report ZUIKAKU, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th - 25tn, 1944, ,DC
Document 161008.

S*** Detailed Action Report No. 1, 653fRD Air Group, 5110 Operations, October

20th - 25th, 1944, WDC Document 161004, NA 12605.
SDetailed Action Report ZUIHO, "S!O No. 1 Operation, October 20th -

25th, 1944, WlK. Docmrnent 16111)8.
• * Appendix 2, Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. I Oper;tion,

Octot:r 20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Docun.nt 161005, NA 11744.
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or learned of it upon the return of the plane to its carrier is not known.
Since there were no Allied submarines in the area at this time, the nearest
being the TUNA which was about 200 miles to the east-southeastward and enroute
to its patrol station, it can only be concluded that (a) this contact was
false or (b) it was on a Japanese submarine possibly the RO-41 which like the
Main Force had departed Bungo Suido on October K&th. (This position was bear-
ing 1340 (T) distant 194 miles frc•. the 0800 position of the Main Force.)

At 0802 he, by visual signal, set No. Two radar alert.*

At 0807 ZUIHO recovered one carrier attack plane.** This is thought
to have been the ASP launched at 0540.

At 0830 the ZUIKAKU search plane which had returned because of engine
trouble made a forced landing on ZUIHO.*** About the same time he directed the
force to co.nmence zigzagging (B Method).****

At 0855 he reduced the engineering condition of readiness from (a)
readiness to make maximum battle speed to (b) readiness for twenty-four knots
immediately and maximum battle speed in fifteen minutes.****

At 0900 he directed CARDIV FOUR to be prepared to make twenty-two
knots immediately.******

It will be observed that this speed was two knot; slow-r than the
speed assigned the rest of the comnand. This was of course dle to the differ-
ences in maximum apeeds within the command. That these differerces were a
source of considerable annoyance to him is clear for in commenting in his
action report on the capabilities of his command he stated in part that (a)
his force "... was thus restricted by the twenty-two knot speed of the forma-
tion including the ISE-type ships and (b) in order to make effective use of a

"carrier force it is necessary that the force be comprised of units capable of

Gommander Main Force Dispatch Z30802 October 1944 to Main Force,

Detailed Action Report ZUIHO, S3O No. 3. Operation, October 2Ath -

25th, 1944, WDC Document 161008.
...War Dia-1,'1111M) lro -1L -th, 1 WDC Docwnent 1(;1636,

NA 11973.
Detailed Action Report No. 1 653RD Air Group, SHO Operation,
October 20th - 25th, 1944, WDC Document 161OC•4, NA 12605; also
War Diary 653RD Air Group, October 1944, WDC Document 160295,
NA 12535.

n ** War Diary ISUZU, October 194+, WD" Document 101636, NA 1193.

** Detailed Action Report No. 2, OYODO, SHO No. 1 Operation, October
20th - 28th, 1944, WDC Docunent 161007; also Detailed Action Report
ZUIHO, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th - 25th, 1944, *WDC Document
161008.

S**•" Conmmander Main Force Visual Dispatch 2)0900 October 1944 to Main
Force, Detailed Actiorn Rteport ISE, S11O No. I Operatuion, October

25th, 1944, WDC Document 161000, NA 1260Z.
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more than twenty-four knots, at least...".*

At 0940 he noted that the CHITODA and ZUIHO had launched one plane ,
each for ASP and that between 1015 and 1030 she had recovered both of her
forenoon ASP planes.*•

The renining ZUIKAEU search planes also landed about this time but
exactly when is not recorded. However, it is recorded that the searches werO

"1 all negative.,** (Parenthetically, it seems well to insert here the fact tut
the ZUIHO plane which had developed engine trouble landed at Oroku (Okinawa),
at l4O0. Here this plane joined the ZUIKAKU search plane which had landed at
Oroku on the 21st and then both of these planes returned to the ZUIKAKU later
in the day,**** It seems likely that the reason for their landing at Oroku
ws to obtain some engine repairs and additional spare parts not available
within the Main Force.

During the morning and probably before 1042 he likely received contact
reports as follows:

(1) At 0100 an RDF fix on a submarine bearing 2580(' distant 380
miles from his present position (Contact A, Plate XL);

(2) At 0215 a carrier undergoing air attack some 750 miles south of
him (Coitact B);

(3) At 0230 an RDT, fix en a submarine west of Mindoro Island, bearing
250P(T), distant 230 miles from Manila (Contact C);

(4) At 0230 an RDF fix on a submarine west of Palawan Island in lower
Palawan Passage (Contact D);

(5) At (-302 an RDF fix, evaluation unknouw, bearing 197 0(T), distant
330 miles from his present position (Contact E); and

(6) At 0532 an RDF fix on a submarine west of Palawan Island at the
northeastern edge of Dangerous Ground (Contact G).

Of these contacts the 0302 RDF fix, evaluation unknown, was of riore
than ordinary interest. He seems, however, to have evaluated the contact as
something other than an enemy carrier force for, although its position was but
seventy-five miles beyond the range of the morning search, he apparently took
no action to further develop the cor.tact.

At 1042 the Main Force, on course 245°(T), speed sixteen 1,nots and
zigzagging was in the vicinity nf Latitude 220-30'N, Longitude 1310-OO'E.

* Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. i Operation, Octoler 20th -

29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.
** Detailed Action Report ZUIKAKU, SHO No. 1 Operation, October '<0)th

25th, 1944, WDC Document 161008.
** War Diary 653RD Air Group, October 20th - 25th, 1944, WDC l1ocument

160295, NA 12535.
SDetailed Action Report No. 1 653RD Air Group, October 20th - 25th,

1944, W)C Document 161004, NA 12605.
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MC14 MAIN FORCE SUPPLY FORCE
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(a) Operations of Commander Main Force Supply Force, 0000 - 1042
October 23rd.*

Commander Supply Force, with the FIRST Supply Group mi route
Koniya, sai 0 Shima, as he had done on the previous day, concerned
himself with the operations of his group alone and appears to have made
no noteworthy decisions as Commander Supply Force during the period treated.

(1) Operations of Coexmander FIRST Supply Group.

At 0000 Coamander FIRST Supply Group with the FIRST Supply
Group, was in Latitude 29 0-20,N, Longiti e 1320-271E. At this time he
changed course from 170 0 (T) to 245 0 (T).

At 0500 in Latitude 280-53§N, Longitude 1310-181E, he
changed course to 1800 (T) which course he iaintained only for an hour and
a half. Then at 0630 in Latitude 280-36'1N, Longitude 1310-18'E, he changed
course to 253 0 (T). Although he reported his speed as eleven knots, from
his plotted positions he seems to have made goci about twelve knots. His
operations until 1042 were xeventful.

At 1042 Conmander FIRST Supply Group was in Latitude 280-
20'%, Longitude 1300-17'E (bearing 0770 (T), distant fifty-two miles from
Koniya) on course 2530(T), making good about twelve knots.

(2) Operations of Commander SE00D Supply Group.

During the early part of this day Conmander SEC(M Supply
Group continued preparations at Kure for his sortie which womld occur at
1520 in the afternoon.

* Detailed Action Report Main Force Supply Fo.ce, October 21st November
Ist, 1944, WDC Document 16100".
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0CO ADVANCED EXPELITIONARY FORCE
0(14 SW AREA FORCE
October 23rd

(3) Operations of Cowmander Advanced Expeditionary Force, 0000 - 1042
October 23rd.

On this day the eleven effective submarines available to Commanider
Advanced Expeditionary Force were en route to their assigned positions as
shown in Plate XXVI.

Likely before 1042 he learned that at 0633 the 1-41 had sighted two
enemy carrier-type aircraft on a northerly course in Latitude 150-351'N
Longitude 130 0°-2'E.* These were search aircraft from TG 38.3 which had
been launched at 0550 and which had reported negative results upon their
return, thereby indicating that they had not sighted the submarine.**

(4) Operations of Coemraner SW Area Force, 0000 - 1042 October 23rd.

Commander SW Area Force remained at his headquarters in Manila. He
and his staff were watching the developing situation very closely for the
penetration operation was now underway with all forces connected therewith
rapidly concentrating in the Philippine area. He likely maintained a plot
of the expected movements of the Main Force, Main Body FIRST Striking Force
and the THIRD Section, as well as those of his omn major surface units (i.e.,
SECON Strlking Force (CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE and DESRON ONE), CRUDIV SIXTEEN and
DESDIV TWENTY-4). This was important not only for information but also
because it was possible for some of the above groups to be discovered by
enemy submarines with ensuing damage which unhappy event might (a) adversely
affect the SHO Plan, and (b) place increased load on his already meager
resources.

He was likely watching the air developments with considerable interest
for he well knew that the confusion incident to the arrival of the SIXTH Base
Air Force had imposed additional responsibilities on the FIFTH Base Air Force
in particular, which force ws assibting the SIXTH Base Air Force to get its
assigned air base facilities operative.

He knew that both Comnanders FIFTH and SIXTH Base Air Forces were also
following the situation closely, for soon after midnight he learned that (a)
Commander SIXTH Base Air Force had (1) notified tlb coumanders mbst interested
that he had moved his headquarters to Manila with the main strength of its
flying units,** and (2) at 0103 had placed the SECOND Attack Group in Formosa

* Dispatch (Originator and Date-Time-Group Unknow•) , received by Commander
Main Force at 231130 October 1944, Detailed Action Renort Main Force,
SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20Oth - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005,
NA 137".

** War Diary CTG 38.3, October 1944.
*W Comander 6TH Base Air Force Dispatch October 23rd, 1944 (Time Group

Unknown), to CinC Combined Fleet, etc., Detailed Action Report 2ND
Fighter Striking Unit, 304TH Fighter Unit (203RD Air Group), October
21st - 29th, 1944, WDC Document V,0517, NA 12309.
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OO SW AREA FORCE
October 23rd

under his (Ocmander SIXTH Base Air Force) direct command with orders to move
to the Philippines at about 1400 and had issued general instructions for their
employment during the evening and night of October 23rd - 24th,* and (b) Com-
mander FIFTR Base Air Force had ordered three Kamikaze Special Attack Units to
move to Davao No. 1 during that day and the following day and to carry out
special attacks..*

At about 0515 his fears, referred to above, relative to the possible
torpedoing of one of his ships, were realized, for at that time he received a
dispatch from O)CRWDIV SIXTE&A stating that at 045 the AOBA, in a position
about seventy miles from the entrance to Manila Bay, had received one torpedo
hit from a submarine.,* This vas followed with the information (a) at about
0609 that she could no longer use her engines,•*W* and (b) at about 0625 that

.she was to be taken in tow by the KINU after dawn and that screening aircraft
and ships were urgently requested.*****

This was of considerable concern to him for there was the possibility
now that, if the enemy submarines were in strength in the AOBA area, he might
lose that ship and perhaps the KINU as well. But what surface forces did he
have available for this -work? Realizing that prompt action was necessary, he
commenced estimating the situation to determine from where he could best spare
the units required. Meanwhile he seems to have issued instructions to the air
groups providing air cover over CRUDIV SIXTFrN to expedite their covering
operations.

By, 0800 it is likely he knew that the SIXTH Base Air Force attack
scheduled for this morning had abort,'d because of bad weather east of

anila. * Also by this time he id received the following contacts#*****

* Coimmander 6TH Base Air Force Dispatch 230103 October 1944 toJ-F
Base Air Force (6TH Base Air Force DesOpOrd No. 89), Detailed Action
Report 901ST Air Group, Might 53earches, October,lOth - 28th, 1944,
wDeC Document 160551, NA 12402.

** Commander 5TH Base Air Force Dispatch 230143 October 3.944 to Cm-
mander 61ST Air Flotilla, War Diary 61ST Air Flotilla, October 1944,
WDC Document 161643, NA 1.2260.
""XaCRUDIV 16 Dispatch 230445 October 19" to CinC Combined Fleet,
Commander SW Area Force, etc., Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16,
SHO Operation, Octoter 17th - 27th, 1944, WDC Document 161005,
NA 11744.
Ibid., 0a4(RUDIV 16 Dispatch 230541 October 19%4 to Commanders SW
Area Force, 2ND Strikiiig Force, etc.

' **** iTbid., MICiiUDIV 16 Dispatch 230555 October 1944 to Cowtander SW
Area Force, etc.

****** Detailed Action Report No. 2, 5TH Attack Unit (752ND Air Group),
October 14th, 1944, WDC Document 160258, NA 11744.

S******* Appended Chart IV, bnemy Fleet Dispositions on October 23rd, 1944,
Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. I Operation, October
20th 29th, 1944, WDC Doc-ament 161005, NA 11744.
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(1) At 0100 an 1WF fix on a submarine bearing U20(T), distant 190
miles from the aouthern tip of Formosa (Contact A Plate AL);

(2) At 0215 a carrier undergoing air attack 225 miles east ofi Tacloban (Contact B);

(3) At 0230 an RDF fix on a eubmarine west of Mindoro Islarg, bearing
250&(T), distant 230 miles from Manila (Contact C);

(4) At 0230 an KDF fix on a submarine in southern Palawan Passage
(Contact D);

(5) At 0302 an R0F fix, evaluation unknown, bearing 0730 (T), distant
520 miles from Manila (Contact E);

(6) At least one submarine in the vicinity of the AORA attack
(Contact F); and

(7) At 0532 an RDF fix on a submarine 110 miles west of the northern
tip of Palawan Island at the northern edge of Dangerous Ground (Contact G).

Since the major portion of these contacts were on submarines with but
one report on surface forces, it is highly probable that he regretted the
inability of the SIXTH Base Air Force, because of the bad weather, to make
its scheduled air strikes against any Allied carriers which might be located
to the eastward of Luzon, as this would have provided him with some informa-
tion as to the whereabouts of the Allied carriers. On the other hand, he
likely realized that the bad weather was not ar, unmixed blessing for the
Allied attacks on the Philippines were not heavy and much regrouping had
still to be done.

Meanwhile, he continued his estimate to determrnp what units he could
best employ as antisilinarine escorts for CRUDIV SIXTEEN. He notA that he
had three subchasers performing salvage operations for the oilev RYUEI KAHU
which had run aground on the previous day,* apparently on Mindoro Island. He
decided that he could spare two of these subchasers and therefore as Com-
mander Philippine Force at 0945 directed (a) the CoGmanding Officers of SC's
Nos. 21 and 46 to proceed immediately to the aid of the AOBA and to report to
"MCRUD1V SIXTEEN for duty, and (b) the Comwanding Officer of SC No. 18 to
co-.inue saIvage operations.*-

* Japanese Naval and Merchant Losses during World War II, prepared by the
Joint Army-Navy Assessment Committee, February 1947; "The Imperial
Japanese Navy in World War I1", Military History Section, Special Staff,
GU, FEC, February 1952.
C* Comrmnder Philippine Force Dispatch 230945 October 1944 to COMCMI)DIV 16,
KINI, SC's Nos. 18, 21, 46, etc. (Philippine Force DesOpOrd No. 543),
Detailed Action Report CRUD1V 16, SHe Operation, October 17th - 27th,
1944, WDC Document 161005, HA 1174.
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CU0 SW AREA FORCE
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Having taken this action, he now turned to a more routine require-
ment. It will be recalled that (a) Coimiander SECOND Striking Force had been
ordered to participate with CRUDIV T•WT-ONE in the penetration operation,
and (b) CONCRUPIV SIXTEN had been assigned the title of Commander Guard
Force with instructions to transport two infantry divisions from Cagayan to
Leyte. He realized that this created an anomalous situation for Commander
SECOND Striking Force was theoretically in command of both forces. There-
fore, in o-er to clear up this situation, he issued at 1000 his DesOpOrd
No. 687 to the effect that

"1. After 1200 October 23rd the organization of the SECOND Striking
Force will be as follows.

a. SECOND Striking Force Main Body
Commander - Commander SECOND Striking Force
Strength - CRUDIV TVWNY-ONE and DESRON ONE

b. Guard Force
Commander - CONCRUDIV SIXTEEN
Strength - CRUDIV SIXTEN4 (5 transports to be assigned on

evening of 24th)

"2. The SECOND Striking Force Main Body, oparating as ordered by the
force commander, will penetrate through Surigao Strait into Leyte Gulf at
dawn on X-day. It will destroy the enexV invasion forces present in support
of the operations of the FIRST Striking Force, and at the same timu will
provide indirect cover for the novements of the Guard Force.

"3. The Guard Force will operate according to SW Area Force DesOpOrd
No. 684 and effect the transport and disembarkation of army troops."*

W 1000, or shortly thereafter, (a) he ws aware that Commander SIXTH
Base Air Force was taking the precaution of maintaining continuous CAP over
the Clark com~ley airfields and would continue to do so until sundown,** and
(b) his Chief of Staff way have received a dispatch from the Chief of Staff,
FIRST Striking Force stating that the TAKAO had been torpedoed and request-
ing assistance.*** The fact that he took no action on this request at this
time (he delayed until 1323) seems to indicate that either the receipt of the
dispatch was delayed or the press of circumstances or the lack of available
forces prevented earlier action.

* •Coam ler SW Area Force Dispatch 231000 October 1944 to Commander 2ND
Striking Force, OMCRUDIV 16, CinC Combined Fleet, etc. (SW Arta Force
DeuOpOrd No. 687), War Diary DESRI 1, October 1944, ')C Document
161638, NA 11739.

1* CofS 6TH Base Air Force Dispatch 231000 October 1944 to Cormanders
Bamban, Mabalacat East and West Airfields, Detailed Action Report 2ND
Fighter Unit (203RD Air Group), October 21st -- 29th, 19" , WUC Document
160517, NA 12309.

*** CofS IST Striking Force Dispatch Z30830 October 1944 to CofS SW Area
Force, Detailed Action heport 1ST Striking Force, SHO Operatiorn,
October 16th - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161641., NA 11839.
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CMC SECOND STRIKING FORCE
October 23rd

At about 1012 he received another dispatch from CCKCRUDIV SIXTFEN
stating that (a) the KINU had taken the AOBA in tow and wea headed for Manila
at a speed of 7.5 knots, (b) Lthe erwe submarine was still in the vitinity,
(c) two reconnaissance seaplanes vvre overhead, •gnd (d) requesting urgent
neutralisation of the eniqv submarine.* Having directed the two subchasers
to proceed to the scene, he appears to have taken no further action.

El 1042 it is likely that he had received three additional contact
reports:

(1) At 0633 the sighting of two carrier-based planes by the submarine
1-41 some 490 miles east of Lamon Bay (Contact H).

(2) At 0915 an RDF fix on an unknown force bearing 0950 (T), distant
400 miles from Manila (Contact I).

(3) At 0950 inside Leyte Gulf, four BB's or cruisers, thirteen large
transports, and four small transports (Contact J).

Since (a) Contact H was not unexpected as he well knew that Allied
carriers weze still in the area (b) contact I was perhaps also on a carrier
group and (c) Contact J was far less than he expected, he likely felt that
these additional contacts were not unduly alarming,

(a) Operations of Commander SECOND Striking Force, 0000 - 1042,
October 23rd.

At 0000 Commuider SECOND Striking Force with CR1,MIV TWENTY-ON
and DEBRON OE (less DESDIV TMI'TY-OWE) ve 150 miles from Manila, bearing
305 0(T). He was proceeding uder maximum antisubmarine alert to Coron Bay
en route to Surigao Strait to follow the FIRST Striking Force's THIRD Section
in the penetration into Leyto Wulf.** He considered the alert necessary be-
cause of submarine contacts the pmvious day and because he knew of the almost
continuous submarine activity in the approaches to Manila.

Al " this tiiz (a) "OOCRUDIV SIXTW was en route Manila and was
bearing WO7O-), distant 175 miles frem his destiiiation. (Although he had
been issued orderm directly on the previous day by Comnder SW Area Force
designating him as Connsrxer Guard Force,*** he is being carried here because
despite this order, he appears to be at least technically under command of

OOKCRUDIV 16 Dispatch 2-".92 October 1944 to Commander SW Area Force,
Detailed Action Report No. 6, AOBA, Anti-Submarine Action West of
Philippines, October Z3rd, 1944, WDC Document 161747.

SCmmiander 2ND Striking Force Dispatch 2222000 October 1944 (Addressee
Unknown), Dotailed Action Report Main Force, SRO No. 1 Operation,
October 20th - 29th, 194, W)C Document 161005, NA 11744.

* ** Comnder SW Area Force Dispatch 221320 October 1944 to XOMCRUDIV 16,
Transports 6, 9, 10, 102, info GinC CoAmnod Fleet, Commander 2ND
Striking Force, etc., (SW Area Force DesOpOrd No. 684), Detailed
Action Report CDiIIV 16, SHO Operation, October 17th - 27th, 1944,
WI)C Document 161005, MA '117"4.
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COM SECOND STRIKING FORCE
October 23rd

Commander SECOND Striking Force), (b) DESDIV TWENTY-ONE was 220 miles from
Manila on a bearing 3300(T), on a course of about 1650 (T), an route Manila
with the ground personnel of the SIXTH Base Air Force.* It will be recalled
that on the previous day he had directed DFSDIV TWENTY-ONE to reach Manila
by 1500 October 23rd, to speedily refuel and to rejoin him during the morning
of the 24th.**

Some-time in the early hours he likely learned of the arrival of
Commander SIXTH Base Air Force, with the main strength of that force, in the
Manila area.

At about 0515, he received a report that the AOBA, in position
140 -OO'N, 1199-27'E, had been attacked by an enemy submarine and received one
torpedo hit.*** This report was followed by another at about 0611 stating
that she was unable to use engines because of flooding,**** arwi a few minutes
later that (a) the KIND iuld undertake towing her at dawn and would proceed
to Manila and (b) urgent dispatch of screening aircraft and ships was
requested .*****

These reports were of particular interest to him for upon plotting
the position of the attack he could see (a) it was approximately forty miles,
bearing 1450 (T) from his 0515 position and (b) if he continued on his present
course (170 0 (T)) he would pass within twenty miles of it. At 0600 he changed
course to 190°(T),****** a course which took him past the attack scene at a
distance of approximately thirty-two miles. Whether this change of course
%as made as a result, of the r3port of the attack or whether it w,'s preplanned
is not known. It is k.own, however, that it had been his practice to change
course each morning at 0600****** when at sea and therefore it seems likely
that this change had been planned prior to the receipt of the dispatch.

i * Detailed Action Report DESDIV 21, SHO No. i-Operation, Antiair Action
South of Mindoro, Cetober 23rd - 25th, 1944, WDC Document 161717,
NA 11801.

S*1 Comnander 2ND Striking Force Dispatch 211332 October 194J4 to CIWDES-
DIV 21, info Commander 6TH Base Air Force, War Diary DESRON 1,
October lst - 31st, 1944, WDC Document 161638, NA 11739.
OMCRUDIV 16 Dispatch 230455 October 1944 to CinC Combined Fleet,

Com Aer SW Area Force, Cozmnander 2ND Striking Force, etc., Detailed
Action Roport CRdTIV 16, SHO Operation, October 17th - 27th, 1944,
WDC Docmuent 161005, NA 11744.

• *** (*MICRUDIV 16 Dispatch 230541 October 1944 to Commanders 2ND Striking
Force, SW Area Force, info CinC Combined Fleet, etc., Detailed Action
Report No. 6, AOBA, Anti-Submarine Action West of Philippines,
October 23rd, 1944, WDC Document 161747.

S•*'** COPCRJJO1V 16 Dispatch 230555 October 1944 to Commander SW Area Force,
info Commanider 2ND Striking Force, etc., Detailed Action Report
CRUDIV 16, S1*) Operation, October 17th - 27th, 1944, WDC Document
161005, NA 11744.

S***" Appenden Track Chart, War Diary ABUKUMA, October 1944, ý%JC Document
161636, NA 11P73.
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O4ECRUDIV SIXTEEN
October 23rd

Rather meager information indicates that his average speed at
this time was in the neighborhood of fiftmen knots. Whether he made any
change is not knomn, but it seems likely that he did not, as he likely be-
liaved the attacking submarine would be held down long enough for him to
safely pass at his present speed.

At about 1012 he probably received another dispatch from COMCRU-
DIV SIXTEEN -tating in part that the KINU had the AOBA in tow at 7.5 knots
en route Manila and that an aenry submarine was pursuing. In addition, there
were two seaplanes overhead providing antisubmarine protection.*

He was somewhat anxious about the fate of this unit because it
was likely that if this force received substantial damage he would be called
upon to assume the troop tranort mission. This was clearly not in accord-
ance with his desires.

It is assumed C-1, during the day and up until 1042 he recei ved
all of the contact reports shown as received by Commander SW Area Force under
"Operations of Commander SW Area Force, 0000 - 1042 October 23rd".

At 1042 the SEOND Striking Force was bearing 3120 (T), distant
110 mnles from Coron Bay.

(1) Operations of COWCRUDIV SIXTEEN, 0000 - 1042 October 23rd.

At midnight OOKCRUDIV SIXTEEN, in the AOBA, was bearing
2470 (T), 175 miles from Manila, on a base course of approximately 050 0 (T),
speed twenty knots and zigzagging, en route to Manila. He had recently
passed through Dangerous Ground uneventfully, but he realized that he was
not yet safe, for he had intelligence reports of the presence of Allied
submarines. Therefore, he had ordered 0530 reveille for all hands and
enforcement of noise diecipline .**

His comutand was in "Alternate No. 8 Crtising Disposition"
which he had specially set up for this movement. ThiL consisted of the heavy
cruiser AOBA in the van with the destroyer URANAMI bearing 1050 relative
(starboard quarter), distant 1.5 kilometers (1641 yards), and the light
cruiser KIN1J bearing 2550 relative (port quarter), also distant 1.5 kilo-
meters.

Why he employed this disposition is not understood for, des-
pite the zigzagging discussed below, the AORA, which was by far the largest
and most valuable ship in the disposition, would for the larger part of the
time be in tha van without any specific antisubmarine protection.

* CC•ICHLDIVi - ispatch 2309%2 October 1944 to Commander SW Area Force,
Detailed Action Report. No. 6 AOBA, Anti-Submarine Action West of
Philippines, October 23rd, 194", WDC Docii.ent 161,71

** Detailed Action Report No. 6, AOHA, Anti-Subrarino Action West of
Philippines, October 23rd, 1944, WDC Document 161747.
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COMCRUDIV SIXT"EN
? OctoLer 23rd

While it is true that the effectiveness of Japanese sonar
and underwmter listening devices diminished rapidly as speeds increased in
excess of twelve knots (this has been discussed under "Operations of Com-
msander FIRST Striking Force, October 22ndV, where the Main Body operated
without, an antisubmarine screen ahead of the heavy unite), it is also true
that a screening ship in a protective position is a hazard to an attacking
submarine. This is fully recognized in U.S. rna'-.I. dispositions where every
effort is made to protect the more valuable ships against submarines.

00KCRUDIV SIXTEEN employed with this disposition a "Special
'A' Method" zigzaj plan, the characteristics of which are not known pre-
cisely.* The subawrine BRF4AK which tracked the AOBA for about forty min-
utes, stated that the plan seemed to call for simultaneous turns not greater
than forty-five degrees,** whereas a Japanese commander, at the Navil War
College, stated that the plan (as he remembered it) called for turns of
thirty degrees to the right of the course-, then left sixty degrees to the
base course, then the base course, then left thirty degrees, then right
sixty degrees to the base course.w*N Both al the above conmentators (i.e.,
the BRFAM and the Japanese commander) agreed that the above changes were
made every five minotes.

At 0135 he changed the base course to 075 0 (T), in accordance
with his night orders issued the previous evening, and at 0145 resumed zig-
zagging.

At 0425, on base course 075 0(T), speed twenty-two knots., his
flagship, in Latitude 140-OO'N, Longitude 1190-27'E* (about ninety-six miles,bearing 247r(T) from Manila) was torpedoed, receiving one torpedo hit. This

hit ts made by the BF2M which had succeeded in closing to within 1520 yards
of the AOf.A which, at t:e time of firi.ng, was bearing 3400 (T) from the BRFAM;
at which time ths URANAMI ms bearing 2450,,T), distant 800 yards.

As a result of this attack COACHUDIV SIXTEEN (a) at 0445 in-
formed the interested coamnds by dispatch that the AOBA, in Latitude 140-
OO'N, Longitude 1190-27'E, had received one torpedo hit from an enemy sub-
ma-rine,**** and (b) at 0449 lirected the KINl to prepare to tow the AOBAt**
Meanwhile, both the KINU ard URANAMI commenced screening the AOBA. This was
a correct procedure.

SDetailed Action Report No. , AOBA, Anti.-Submirine Action West of
Philippines, October 23rd, 1944, 1•DC Document 161747.

** War Patrol Repurt BREAM, Report of 3RD War Patrol, Serial 021-44,
November 22nd, 1944.

** Statement of Commander Kenichi Kitamura, Maritime Self Defense Force,
Japan, June 11th, 1957 to Corviander R.S. Belcher, Jr., USN, World War
11 Battle Evaluation Group, Naval War College.

**• Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operation, October 17th - 27th,
1944, WD)C Document 161005, NP 11744.

*** Detailed Action Report KINJU, S11O No. 1 Operation, October 18th
26th, 1944, WDC Document 161007.
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C01camiVn SIXTUEN
~ October 23rd

At 0541. bahing learned that the AOBA ws unable to use her

engines, he sent a dispatch to Oommander SW Area Force and COmmander SECOND
Striking Force to that effect. It seems probable that he was expecting air
cover from the 954th Air Group for he listed that group for information.

This grooup, it will be recalled, had been directed to provide fleet anti-
submarine patrol.*

He now had an important decision to make. This was whether
(a) relying on the antisubmarine activities of the URANAMI), to take the AOEA
in tow with the KINU at dawn, or (b) request aircraft and screening ships and
to continue to screen the AOBA with both the KINU and URANAMI until the above
aircraft and screening ships had arrived.

Despite the fact that he had no guarantee that he would have
air cower, he chose the first course of action and decided to request air-craft and screening ships as an urgent matter. (While it is not known

whether or not the AOBA was equipped with two seaplanes at this time (this
was her normal allowance), the evidence appeara to be against it. This
appears so for the AOBA, in her action report, reports planes %verhead but
never mentions having launched them or indicates that they -ere from the
AOBA.)

Therefore, at 0555 he notified Commander SW Area Force to
this effect.**

Although, as will be shown later, he succeeded in bringing
the AOBA safely to Manila, there is considerable question as to -he wisdom
of this decision. Thiz is so for this new plan would (a) place the KINU in
a most unfavorable position against submarines-her freedom of action would
be very Limited indeed, and (b) increase the danger of losing both the AOBA
and KINU. Since (1) the entrance to Manila Bay was but seventy miles away
and airfields were nearby, and (2) the AOBA and KINHJ at this time were
irreplaceable, would it not have been wiser to have chosen the second course
of action as it would mean a delay of but a few hours?

Students of history will recall that in World War I on
September 22nd, 191k, the Royal Navy lost three light cruisers, ABOUKIR,
CRESSEY and HOGUE, because after the former had been torpedoed by a sub-
marine, the other two cruisers closed the area to rescue survivors and

* Comnmander SW Area Force Dispatch 211345 Octooer 1944 to Commanders 5TH
arnd 6TH Base Air Forces, 954TH and 951T11 Air Groups, Commanders 1ST
and 2ND Strildng Forces, Main Force, Detiled Action Report BATIrJV -,
SHO No. 1 Operation, October 1Rth - 28th, 194,, WDC Document 161005,
NA 13744.

*(V4 RVDIV 16 Di spatch 230555 October 11944 to Con-uinder •1 Area Force,
info Commanders 2ND Ste-1king Force, 954TH Air Group, Detailed Action
Report CTTh)TV 15, SHO Operation, October 1Tth - ?7th, 1944, WDC
Docuxnwmt 161.005, NA 117V1.
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OOMCRUDIV S!XTW4
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While so engaged-they stopped-were also torpedoed,* Of course, there is 8

marked dissixilarity hero in that Commander SECOND Striking Force had a screen
(UWANAMI) with sound gear whereas there were no screens with the British
cruisers. However, the poin+, is that the KIMU stood less chance of being tor-
pedoed, and the AOBA should have been safer, if the KINU had remained underway
with full freedom of action until -.he escorts arrived. This is so not only
because of the KINU' b mobility but also because she had sound gear and depth
charges.

At 0709 a submarine was reported sighted bearing 000°(T) from
KINU and at 0712 AOBA opened fire with her port 4.7 inch dual purpose gun.**
She apparently fired one round. That this was a false contact is clear for
the BREAK, the only Allied submarine in the area, was submerged to 350 feett**

At 0719, when he directed the KINU to begin towing,**m* there
was no air cover. However, by 0750 there was a reconnaissance seaplane
patrolling overhead and at 0815 the KINU commenced towing.**

With the arrival of the ASP, COMCRUDIV SIXTEEN likely felt
considerably relieved. However, that he still feared the submarine which had
attacked him is clear for at 0942, when he advised Commander SW Area Force by
dispatch and in detail of his present situation, he mentioned this concern.

In this dispatch he stated that (a) the KINU had begun towing
the AOBA, speed about 7.5 knots, (b) the 0930 position was bearing 287r, dis-
tant twenty miles from 0abra Island Light, (c) he was heading for Manila hug-
ging the north side of Lubang Island and the west coast of Luzon, (d) he was
being pursued by an enenV submarine, the neutralization of which he considered
urgent (actually, he was not being pursued for the BREAM continued to remain
well below the surface), (d) the weather was cloudy with a slight sea swell
and a wind of six mps (twelve knots), and (f) there were two friendly sea-
planes overhead.*****

In connection with item (c) (i.e., that he was hugging the
north side of Lubang Island), does this riot indicate the possibility that had
the submarine ANGLER (discussed under "Operations of CTF 71, October 21st
(BLUEGILL and ANGLER)") taken her station north of Lubang Island in order to
guird the SW approaches to Manila she might well have had an opportunity to
attack. The sea at this time was moderate (three to five feet).

At 1042 the AORA was bearing 2400 (T), distant seventy-six
miles from Manila.

Sir Julian Corbett, Naval Operations, Volume I t---X to the Battle of
the Falklands, December 1944, (LU.ndon, New York, Toronto), Page 175.SJDetailed Action Report No. 6, AORA, Anti-Submarine Action West of
Philippines, October 23rd, 1944. WDC Documant 161747.

*** War Patrol Report BRKAM, Report of 3RD War Patrol, Serial 021-44,
NNovember 22pd, 1944.

*4N Detailed Action Report KINU, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 18th - 26th,
1944, WDC Document 161007.

N N C(4CR1UIDV 16 Dispatch 230942 October 1944 to Comm-,nder SW Area Force
(arid probably others), Deýtailed Action Report No. 6, AOBA, Anti-Sub-
marine Action West. of Philippines, October 23rd, 1944, WDC Document
161747.
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(b) Operations of Goumander SIXTH Base Air Force6, 0OCO - 1042
October 23rd.

At midnight Commander SIXTH Base Air Force was in his new Manila
headquarters. The record does not indicate whether he shared headquarters
facilities with Commander FIFTH Base Air Force or was provided with separate
facilities. It is assumed that he wa& maintaining very close liaison with
Commander FIFTH Base Air Force and his new superior, Commander SW Area Force.

Probably shortly after midnight (the time of the dispatch is not
known) he notified all commands of his movement to Manila "leading the main
strength of the flying units" of his cormiand.*

Meanwhile, he realized that with his movement to Luson the ques-
tion of the searches to be made from Formosa to cover the movemeWns of the
Main Force might be the cause of misunderstanding. This was so for he had
been relieved on October 20th of the responsibilities for the E (Honshu),
"Q (Kyushu) and 0 (Okinawa) search sectors" and now with his movement into
Luzon he would be forced to discontinue the F (Formosa) sector searches which
had been conducted by flying boats of the 901st Air Group based at Toko since
these flying boats were also being moved to Luzon (Table 2). He decided that
it would be wise to alert the interested cowmanders to the fact that, except
for the seaivhes in the Manila sector by the SIXTH Base Air Force, the Main
Force "is dependent upon the 801st Air Group flying boats for forward and
southern flank searches" and that arrangements should be made accordingly.
He therefore at 0100 sent a disratch to this effect.*

This dispatch indicates, aid sources available to this study
corroborate the indication, that he had not been informed, or at least not
kept completely informed of the land-based operations in support of the Main
Force. It will be recalled that (a) these operations had been ordered by
dispatch (1) initially on October 20th by Commander Combined Escort Force in
his 201231,**** quoted in part under "Operations of Commander Main Force,

Commander 6TH Bass Air Force (date-time-group unknown) Ocober 23rd,
19%4 to CinG Combined Fleet, 5TH and 6TH Base Air Forces, etc., Detailed
Action Report 2ND Fighter Striking Unit, 304TH Fighter Unit (203RD Air
Group), October 21st - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 160517, NA 12309.

** CinC Combined Fleet Dispatch 201044 October 1944 to all Commanders 6TH
and 7TH Base Air Forces (Combined Fleet DesOpOrd 366), Detailed Action
Report No. 2 Northern Attack Force, (2ND Base Air Force), October 10th-
November 15th, 1944, WDC Document 161645, NA 12262.

* GelCos 6TH Base Air Force Dispatch 230100 October 1944 to Main Force,
Commander "T" Force, War Diary ZUIHO, October ist - 25th, 1944, WDC
Document 161636, NA 11793.

***Commander Combined Escort Force Dispatch 201231 October 19"4 to Con-
mandants Yokosuka, Kure and Sasebo Naval Districts, Commandant Takao
Wuard District, Commanaers IST and 4TH Surface Escort For'ces, Comarwtr
Submarine #13 (Combined Escort Force DesOpOrd No. 277), Detailed Action
Report 901ST Air Group, Night Searches, October 10th - 28th, 1944, W)C
Document 160551, NA 12402.
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fOctober 20th"j, and (2) later on October 21st by Ooosmnder Western At-tack
Force Tie) In his 21U100,* quoted in part und'ar "Operations of Comuander Main
Force, Oct~ober 21st", and (b) Commnder SIXTH BasL Air Force was not an
addressee of either dispatch, This likely accounts for his lack of fami-
liarity with the arrangements for providing air cover for the Main Force.

norad sinken the colle initcleay wiheaoily imuprotedi the hinceippinuessaea

wes there much likelihood of his Formosa forces being given a chance to
attack Allied carriers and (b) the focal point of the next few days promised
to be to the eastwiar'd of t~he Philippines.

He therefore examined. the local situation to learn mbether it
wuld be possible tn bring to Luson his Second Attack Group wihich 'was pro-

swby in Formosa and was scheduled to remain there for the next several
days.

Consequently after having det ermined that facilities were avail-
able, at 0103 he issued instructions (a) removing the Second Attack Grouap

* Attack Unit to base at Clark and there prepare for dank attacks (3) a unit

may be ordered to carry out aerial dispersal temporarily"l** thereby indicat-
ing to all addressees the possibility of Allied assault.

B~y 03.43, since he was nearby, he I'uef that Comw-i~der FIFTH Base
Air Force -,fts placing thre6 Kamikaze units '.mdtx Covm~andr SIXTY-FIR~ST Air
Flotilla at fl&vao.***

*Cocua~ar Western Attack Force 2 Dispatch 211100 Octob,.cr 1944 to
Okinawa Air Group, 4TH E~scort Force (Western Attack Force 2 SigDesOrd.
No. 1), War Diary 25TH Air Flotilla, October 1944, WDC Document 16M137,
NA 12278.

** Comwander 6TH Base Air Force Dispatch 230103 Octo:ber 1944 to 6TH Base
Air Foree (6TH Bage Air Force DerOpOrd No. 89), Detailed A~c~o. Report
c001SJT Air Group, Night Searches, October 10th - ?-Mth, L944, M'dC
Document. 160551, NA 12402.

**Corm=Lr4er 5TH Base Air Force Dispatch 230143 Oc.tober 19" to Gonmmnder
61iST Air Flotilla, War Diary 61ST Air Flotilla, Octott-L 19W,4, WV;
D~ocument -161643, NA 12260.
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Soetime in the early morning, possibly by 0245, he learned of a
sighting of a carrier 225 miles east of Tacloban undergoing an air attack at

This report is highly interesting for not only had no night attack
been scheduled but the best evidence is that no search nor attack had been
made. It seems probable that this report was made in error by one of the
Japanese aebmarines which may have been moving through this area at this time
toward its assigned statIon (Plate XXVI).*

At about 0515 he received a dispatch frmn OC)0CRUDIV SIXTEEN
announcing that the AOBA had received one torpedo hit from an enemy submarine
seventy miles west of Manila Bay,*

It seems probable that by this time his searches from the Philip-
pines had been launched. Although data on these searches is meager, it
appears logical to assume, since his attack forces were to take off in the
•,aly morning, that these searches were scheduled as early as practicable.
An indication of the intended coverage of these searches is the plot kept by
Commander Main Force.* This plot indicates searches were to be flown between
about 037 0 (T) and 138°(T) to i distance of 650 miles. In view of the naucity
of information on these searches, the number actually flown is unknown.

During the night certain planes, which were to attack that morning
and which required servicing and bomb loading, were serviced and bomb loaded#**
However, this work, as discussed on the previous day, was handicapped in a
numher of cases (i.e., FIFTH Attack Unit) because the maintenance personnel
who had moved up aboard the aircraft and by transport plane were still
scattered at different bases.

Mindful of these difficulties, and of the fact that a number of
the plaines were not at their correct bases (also as discuased on the previous
day), and realizing that, if the morning offensive was to be launched on
schediule, the forenoon could rot be spent shifting planes to their proper
bases with the ensuing delays and dinger from enemW air attack, he seems to
have approved a plan which permitted aircraft to be hiunched from their
present bases, after which they "were to return to their antsigned deployment
bases. ,*

Appended Chart IV, Enemy Fleet Dispositions on October 23rd, 1944,
Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. 1 Operation, October 20th-
29th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

** XOMCRUDIV 16 Dispatch 230445 October 1944 to CinC Combined Fleet, etc.
Detailed Act.on Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operation, October 17th - 27th,
1944, wDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

•-*" War Diary 252ND Attack Unit (701ST Air Grr'ip), October 14th - Novenber
15th, 1944, WDC Document 16O258, NA 12592.

.*** Detailed Action Report No. 2, 1.020 and iO3[a Attack Units (701ST Air
Grdvu), Philippines Air Pattle, October 22YYi - November 15th, 1944,
WDC Document 161293, NA 12505A.
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Meanwile, sines he was planning to launch his attack aircraft to
attack eneW carriers tast of the Philippines, he awaited contact reports from
his search planes. However, as take-off time approached, except for the con-
tact report received at 0215, he had received no contacts. Whether he attr-
buted this to (a) the ixureaning bad weather to the eastward of the Philip-
pines, (b) the fact that the search planes had not had an opportunity to
advance very far along the search courses, (c) the limited number of search
planes which had finally departed, or (d) the pousibility that the AMied
carriers had moved into areas not covered, is not known. However, it is
knom that (1) certain of his attack groups (i.e., 102ND and 103RD) reported
having departed on course 110 0 (T) to attack the "enemy task force",* and (2)
this latter course was the approximate bearing of the 0215 contact above
referred to, Therefore, it can be assiued that he launched part of his
attack against the task force reported on that bearing.

Shortly before 0630, in accordanc- with this plan, the planes for
the FIRST Attack Group began taking off. The first unit to depart was the
"THIRD Bombing Unit which launched thirty-eight carrier-type bombers.* The
total number of planes which made up the Attack Grotp is not known for
information on the subject for this day is very sketchy. However, it will
be recalled that on the evening of October 22nd, 178 planes had been counted
in the fields of the Mark complex. Since the FIRST Attack Group, as shown
in the SIXTH Base Air Force Tactical Organization (Table 1), was composed of
eighty-four per cent of the total o"erational air strength (land planes)
scheduled to move to Luzon on October 22nd, it is assumed that the same
percentage applied to the planes presently in the Clark complex or 150 planes
(.84 x 178). Owing to the difficult situation cn the airfields, it seems
probable that a number of these planes became, at least temporarily, non-
operational. What this namber was is not known, but certainly it can be
safely assumed that the number of planes available was less than 150.

By 0745 all aircraft of the FIRST Attack Group had turned back
because of bad weather,** and presumably had returned to their assigned bases.
Based on the fact that (a) the AOBA, which was about 120 niles to the weet of
the position at which the Attack Group turned back, had at 0430 reported the
weather "fine" with tw-tenthe cloud coverage,*** and 'b) Allied planes from
TG 38.3 had searched to within 230 miles east of this position without report-
ing bad weather, it would appear as if the bad weather encountered by these
planes was localized in the Lanwn Bay area and to the southeast of Manila.

As regards the SECONLD Attack Unit, at least three planes, which
were to proceed and attack singly, did not turn back. Of these three, one
carried out reconnaissance inside Leyte Gulf and at 0930 sighted four

* Detailed Action Report No. 2, 1O2ND and 103RD Attack Units (701ST Air
Group), October 22id - November 15th, 1944, WDC Document 16l.93, NA
12505A.

** Detailed Action Report No. 2, 5TH Attaick Unit (252ND Air Group), October
22nd - 291th, 1944, WD(; Document 16100(, NA 12605.

*~** Detailed Action Report No. 6, AOIIA, Anti-Submarine kction West of
Philippines, October 23rd, 1944, WDC Document 161747.
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battleships or cruisers, thirteen large transports and four small transports;
aother searched on a bearing of 0950 (T) from Manila to a distance of 300
miles with negative results (TF 38 was over 500 miles to thm eastward of
Manila at this time); and the third failed to return,*

With the rtrofteFRTAttack Group to their bases,whc

was likely prior to IW O, mander SIXTH Baso Air Force, apparently feeling
that (a) his planes, which were now grounded at his airfields, were excellent
targets, (b) despite the bad weather reported, it was possible for enemy
planes to attack his airfields, (c) his airfield commanders might not realize

Sthis fact ard might not provide the necessary air cover, decided that simpleprudence required that ample air cover should be provided, and therefore at
i! i1000 he directed three airfield conmande-rs in the Clark Field complex (Banban

and Mabalacat East and West) to maintain a combat air patrol over the area

until sndomn,, with each patrol consisting of from one-fifth to one-sixth of
the fighter strength available.*

While this action of Commander SIXTH Base Air Foroe might be
construed to indicate a lack of confidence in his subordinate commanders,
it is not believed that this was so for no one knew the caLabilities of the
Allied carrier aircraft better than he since he had been brttling them most
unsuccessfully for the past several weeks and no one was more responsible
for the safety of the planes of the SIXTH Base Air Force. THEREFORE, IF HE
HAD ANT CONCERN REGARDING THEIR SAFETM, hE ý1LD HAVE BEEN DERELICT HAD HE
FAILED m TTAWE ACTION ACCORDINGLY. SOUND MILITARY DECISION STATES IN THIS
REGARD, "DURING THE SUPERVISION OF THE ACTION PROBLEMS CALLING FOR DECISION
MAY DERIVE THEIR IN(ENTIVE (AMONG OTHER ITEMS) BECAUSE OF A RECOGNITION BY
THE COMMANDER CONCEFRED OF AN INCENTIVE ORIGINATING FROM THE DEMANDS OF THE
SITUATION . . . SHOULD MODIFICATION, ALTERATION OR DEPARTURE (FROM THE
ASSIGNED TASK) BE IN ORDER THE OORMAMDER IS RESPONSIBLE FOR RECOGNITION OF
THE FACT THAT THE DEMANDS OF THE SITUATION HAVE INTRODUCED FURTHER PROBLEMS
. . . SSUCH RECOGNITION CONSTITUTES AN INCENTIVE TO TAKE ACTION."***

At 1025 Commander SIXTH Base Air Force released a dispatch to
major cou.anders.**** What the text of this message was js not known, but
it seems likely that it was a recapitulation of the move of the SIXTH Base
Air Force to Manila and the lack of results of the attack against the Allied
carriers east of Lamon Bay which had aborted two and one-half hours earlier.

Detailed Action Report No. 2, 5TH Attack Unit (75ND AirGrp
October 22nd - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161004, NA 12605.

•* CofS 6TH Base Air Force Dispatch 231000 October 1944 to Commanders
Bmban, Mabalacat Fast and West, Detailed Action Report 2ND Striking
Unit, 304TH Fighter Unit (2031d) Air Group), October 21st - 29th, 1944,
WGD Docuient 160258, NA 12309.

SSouid Military Decision, Navel War College, 1942, Pages 198, 199.
SCommander 6TH Base Air Force Dispatch 231025 October 1944 to 6TH Base

Air Force Battle Report Addreesees, War Diary 701ST Air Gronp,
October lst - 31st, 1944, WDC Docurmrnt 160258, NA 12592.
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Since Commander SIXTH Base Air Force and Conaander FIFTH Base Air
Force were nearby in Manila it seems probable that these two crommanders die-
cussed from time to time the possibilities of success of the Kamikaze Special
Attack Units which the FIFTH Base Air Force wae soo to employ and what the
effect on the air forces would be if they were successful. It seems clear
that both co enders realised if the Kamikase attacks were unsuccessful the
effect an the naval air force would not be particularly adverse but, if they
were successful, the effect could be great. In this latter case Commander
SIXTH Base Air Force could visualise that his own command would be drawn into
this type of attack and therefore it seems clear that he prepared himself
mentally, if not by planning, for this eventuality.

(c) Operations of Commander FIFTH Base Air Force, 0000 - 1042
October 23rd.

Commander FIFTH Base Air Force was in his headquarters in Manila
in close liaison with Commander SIXTH Base Air Force. The arrival of a large
portion of the SIXTH Base Air Force had relieved him of some responsibility
in the northern Philippines, thus permitting him more latitude as to the
assigrrnet of his few remaining planes which numbered about twenty-four
operational aircraft. The arrival of this new force had, however, created
mny new problem in logistics and coordination which required immediate
attention; to attend to these matters, it seems probable that his staff and
that of Coegunder SIXTH Base Air Force had been in almost continuous confer-
once since his arrival.

In addition to the above, as pointed out on the previous day, he
had to decide whether to move a large part of his remaining aircraft to Davao.

At 0103, since he was nearby in Manila, he knew that Commander
SIXTH Base Air Force had directed his SECOND Attack Group to (1) move to the

Philippines later in the day, (2) make dusk attacks the same night, and (3)
conduct night searches by flying boats.*

About this time, realizing that, if the attacks by his Kamikaze

Special Attack Units scheduled for the following day were 5uccssful, it

wvould most likely lead to the emloyment of this method of attack by other

Japanese air units, he studied the situation to insure that these planes
were given every advantage. He concluded that, rather than operate most of

his Kamikaze planes from Luzon, it would be wise to disperse them widely
leaving few in the heavily hit Visayas. He therefore decided to transfer
some of his planes presently located at Mabalacat as well as certain others
(not specifically located) to Davao and at 0143 issued instructions to that
effect as follows: "Three Kamikaze Special Attack Units are placed under
the command of Commander 61st Air Flot. These units are scheduled to move

* Camasnder 6TH Base Air Force Dispatch 230103 October 1941 to 6T1 Base
Air Force, War Diary 701ST Air Group, October Ist - 31st, 1944, WDC
Document 160)151, NA 12592.
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up to Damo No. 1 during today and tomorrow, and will carry out special
attacks, employing Valencia and Cagayrn Bases if necessary."*

While he did not specify the number of planes involved there is
sufficient evidence to show that (a) ten carrier-type fighters and one
carrier-type reconnaissance plane were moved up to Davao that afternoon in
response to the order (in which movement two fighters were lost)** and (b)
five carrier-type fighters and one carrier-type reconnaissance plane were
moved up to Cagayan . * This would indicate that the intended number was
seventeen operational planes, in which case but seven operational planes
remained in the Luzon Area.

At about 0515 he received a dispatch from COMCRUDIV SIXTEEN
announcing that the AOBA had been torpedoed by an enemy submarine outside
the entrance to Manila Bay.*** Although he us not an addressee on this
dispatch, he likely received it for information because of his close
proximity to Gomnsanderm SIXTH Base Air Force and SW Area Force, who were
addressees. He noted that the dispatch also included as an addressee the
954th Air Group. This was to be expected as SW Area Force DesOpOrd No.
679*"** had assigned both Commander SIXTH Base Air Force and Coemander
954th Air Group responsibilities for antisubmarine protection. He took
passing note of this information, but as he had no direct responsibility
in the matter he took no action,

About 0530 he may have learned that a Kamikaze unit of two sui-
cide planes with an escorting fighter had departed Cebu at 0500 to attack
enemy carriers off Suluan Island..***** Since the Japanese reports thereon
do not record whether the planes attacked or returned and since the escort-
ing fighter was shot down by AA fire, it is not known what results were
claimed.

Actually the authenticity of this report is somewhat in doubt
for there is no renort from Allied sources of Kamikaze attacks on this

War Diary 61ST Air Flotilla, October 1944, WDC DucumenL 161643, NA
1226o.

*91 Davao No. 1 Airfield Dispatch 232045 October 1944 to Mabalacat Air
Base, Commander 6TH Base Air Force, War Diary 61ST Air Flotilla,
October 1944, WDC Document 161643, NA 12260.

SCOCRUDIV 16 Dispatch 2304-45 October 1944 to CinC Co-bined Fleet,
etc., Detailed Action Report CRUDIV 16, SHO Operation, October
17th - 27th, 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11744.

SConmander SW Area Force Dispatch 21345 October 1944 to Major Fleet
Uoamandere (SW Area Force De.)p0rd No. 679), Detailed Action Report
BATLIV 1, SWO No. 1 Operation, October 18th - Rth, 1944, WDC
Document 1610)05, NA 11744.

* Summary Table of Special Attack (Kamikaze) Air Operatio.rn in tile
Philippines, October 21_st - 27th, 1944, Philippine Area Naval
Operations,, Part 11, October - December 1944, 2ND D)enwbilization
Bureau Japanese Government, October 1947, Department of the ArrMV,
Historical Division File No. 4-5, Js-.104
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mornin or of aW aircraft being *hot down by AA fire. At 0605 one carrier
type bomber was sbot down by the TCAP from the CHEANGO off the coutheast
coast of LeAt. but this seem to have been the only Japanese plano shot
down by the Allies on this rather quiet morning.

It is likely that he knew by thie time of an 0215 contact on a
carrier 225 mlles east of Tacloban that was undergoing air attack.** The
Kamikaze attack above mentioned imy have been directed at this contact but

the information thereon is too meagor to wrrant any definite opinion.

Wy 000 he knew that the SIXTH Bus Air Force's a morning attack
had taken off shortly before 0630 but had turned back at 0745 due to bad
weather east of Nantla.***

Dy 1000 he likely learned of the 0930 contacts in Leyte O(lf of
four battleships or cruisers, thirteen large transports and four utali
transports.~

Also about this time he learned that Commnder SIXTH Base Air
Force bad ordered combat air patrols over the fields in the Clark Base
complex until undow.*****

WUile what air cover he was giving his own fields is not known,
it seems probable that, since (a) he was moving the larger part of his plaries
to Davao, (b) most of these plunes were fighters, and (c) there were but few
planes within his air force, he stade no special preparations.

SAircraft Action Report No. 73, VF-35, October 23rd, 1944.
** Appended Chart V, anemy Fleet Dispositiors on October 23rd, 1944,

Detailed Action Report Main Force, SHO No. 1 Operation, October
20th - 29th, 1944, WC Document 161005, NA 11744.

**m Detailed Action Report No. 2, 5TH Attack Unit (752ND Air Group),
October 22ad - 29th, 1944, W)C Document 161004, NA 12605.

SCofS 6TH Base Air Force Dispatch 2310(0 October 1944 to Corwuanders
Bamban, Mabalac~t East &id West Airfields, Detailed Action Report,
2ND Fighter Striking Unit (304TH Fighter Unit) (203RD Air Group),
October 21st - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 160517, NA *12309.
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(B) Operations of C.G. FOURTH Air Arte, OCO - 1042 October 23rd.

C.G. RFrTH11 Air ArM %ss in his Madila headquarters. Little is recorded
of his operationn on this date, but presumably reconraissance comuenced in
the early mumring as specified by C.G. SEOOND Air Division's Operation Order
A-207 of the previous day,*

During the early morning he wus aware of the operations of Cowmander
FIFTH ani SIXTH Base Air Forces including the basing of Kamikaze units at
Davao** and the docisiou to move the SECOMD Attack Group from Fbrmusa to
basea In the Philippines,*" He likely learned at about 0515 of the torpedo-
ing of the A03A at O425.*o**

During the forenoon wtch he learned that the SIXTH Bass Air Force attack
muits had returned because of bad weather east of the Philippines.*~*

He was also probably aware of the continidng efforts toy CameAnder FIFTH
Base Air Force to attack vdth Kamikaze units. The latest effort we launched
at 0500 with 1unowun resuits w*w

At 0930 C.G. SEOCOD Air Division ismsed his order A-210****** which
imslawmted his order A-2070 of the day before.* The provisions of this
or-er are mumerized at follows:

(1) The fanewq force landing on Leyte Island appears to be the SIXTH Arny
commanded by General MacArthur. It is estimated that two divisions have

* 2l9O Air Division Operation Grder A-2CY, October 22nd, 1944, Docu-
ments frowt file of Lieutenant Colonel Katsuo Sato, IJA, Staff
Officer 4TH Air Army, Department of the Arvy Historical Division
Microfilm HS-7.

* Coum"er 5TH Base Air Force Dispatch 230143 October 1944 to Com-
mander 61ST Air Flotilla, War Diary 61ST Air Flotilla, October 1944,

'ADC Document 161643, NA 12260.
Coimmander 6TH Base Air Force Dispatch Z30103 October 1944+ t 6TH

Base Air Force (6TH Base Air Force DesOpOrd No. 89), Detailed Action

Report 901ST Air Group, Night Searches, October 10th - 28th, 1944,
W)C Docament 160551, NA 12402.
* CC•CDIV 16 Diepatch 23044+5 October 1944 to CinC C'bined Yleet..
etc., DetAiled Action Report CUJDIV 16, SHO Operation, October- 17th-
27th', 1944, WDC Document 161005, NA 11714.

S**** Detaied Action Report No. 2, 5TH Attack Unit (752ND Air Group),
October 22nd - 29th, 19i4, D)C Document 161004, NA 12605.

*****-' Summary Table uf Speciaal Attack (Kamikaze) Air Op-rrations in the
Philippinee, October 21st - 27th, 1944; Philipoine Aroa Naval
Operations, Part 11, October - December 1941, 2ND Demobilization
Bureau, Japanese Government, October 1947, D tment of ArMy
Historical Division, File No. 8-5, J•-104.

Sw- 2N4D Air Division Operation Order A-210, 0930 October 23rd, 19.4,
Documents from file of Lieutwnant Colonel Katsuo Sato, U-k, :.itaff
Officer, 4TH Air Army, Department of Arry Historical Division,
Microfoilm !'-7.
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landed and that landing operations are still zontinuing, Beginning today,
October 23rd, the navy hes launched offensive, operations with its main
strength.

(2) The SUMGD Air Division will launch a general attack early tomrrow
morning, October 24th, and will annihilate weany shipping in the Le.e Gulf
area,

(3) Allocation of forces is given in the annex. Units will launch a

general attack in accordance with SECOND Air Division Operation Order A-207•, ~of October 22rid.
(4) The %Oth Fighter Group will carry out defensive air patrols over

Bacolod tonight, October 23rd.

(5) C.G. SECOND Air Division will be at the Silay command post.

Whence t4"m C.G. SECOND Air Division intelligence concerning the strength
of the Allied landing forces is not known, but it reems strange that army
units in the Philippines area by this date were still estimating the landing
strength as two divisions. As early as October 20th intelligence sources in
Tokyo had recorded the strength correctly as four divisions* (discussed under
"%Operations of CinC Combined Fleet, October 20th").

Hz-c extensive C.G. FOURTH Air Ary'sa searches were on this morning is
not kno#n. It seems significant, however, that (a) there are no recorded
contacts from army planes (b) as mentioned earlier, the weather southeast
of Manila was bad, and (c5 in general, this seems to have been a day of
operational inactivity for the FOURTH Air Army,

Although FOURTH Air Army sources on this day are meager and give no in-
formation of contacts, if any, made on Allied forces, it is assumed that
because of the proximity of his headquarters to naval headquarters, C.G.
FOUR1H Air Arn7 was informed of Japanese contact report.s made by naval
sources.

Therefore it can also be assumed that he had the two contact reports
which would be of most interest to him$ i.e.;

(a) At 0215 a carrier 225 miles east undergoing air at ack (Contact B
Plate XI.)** and

(b) At 0930, inside Leyte Gulf, foucr battleships or cruisers, thirteen

Kater.1l for Situation Estimates, 1ST Section, Naval General taff,I October l?44, WDC Document 216764 (M~ccofilm).

•*Appen•ded Chart IV, •enw Fleet Dispovitions orn Ch-tobar 23rd, 19",
Detailed Action Report Main Force,, SNO No. I Operaticn, October

i 20th, - •h, 1944, W)C Document 16•3,NA 17044.
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C.G. FOMRH AIR ARMY

October 23rd

lawge transports, and four sumil tranisports (Contact J) .*

As his maxim=m effort wae to be directed against shipping in Leyte Gulf
he had a particularly keen interest in this contact and way well have had
additional information (1) from his om airarift whose mission it was to
reconmoiter the area, and (2) from Arsqr ground sources. Whether he had
additional reports or not it seems likely that he considered this navy con-
tact only a partial report of the Allied strength in Leyte Gulf. This seems
so for (a) on the previous day eighty transports had been reported in the
Gklf and on October 21st eighty transports plus fourteen to fifteen battle-
ships or cruisers had been sighted in Ley1te Gulf with forty additional trans-
ports, aong other units, within 180 miles of the entrance, and (b) in the
above summarized operation order he stated that "Landing operations are still
continuing".

During the day units deployed to their previously assigned bases.** These
assignments were: the Fighter Force at Fabrica, Savaria and La Garlota; the
Attack Force at Bacolod and Silay; thýs Heavy Fighter Force at Saravia; the
Light Bomber Force at Lipa; the I•avy Bomber Force at the Clark Complex; and
the Reconnaissance Force at Tansa. Except for Lipa and Clark all the above
fields were on Negros.

It should be remembered that the FOURTH Air Army consisted of three
divisions: the SECOND Air Division received the reinforcement and therefore
consisted of nearly all the offensive force of the FOURTH Air Army; the
FOURTH Air Division had been stripped of nearly all aircraft and was con-
cerned with (1) airfield construction in the central and northern Philippines
and (2) antisubmarine patrol; the SEVFTH Air Division was in Mindanao and
Makassar (Celebes) and was carrying on recon~nissance, attack and neutraliza-
tion in the Halmahera area with only a few aircraft.**

By 1030 he likely knew that the SIXTH Base Air rorce was to ewloy a
combat air patrol over fields of the Clark Gomplex.***' This was of great

* Detailed Action Report No. 2, 5TH Attack Unit (752ND Air Groupi. S|lO
No. 1 Operation, October 22nd - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161004, NA
1260,5.

**• Appended Chart, 2ND Air Division Operation Order A-207, October 23rd,
1944, Documents from file of Lieutenant Colonel Katsuo Sato, IJA,
Staff Officer, 4TH Air Army, Department of the Army Historical Division
Microfilm H&--7?

- Philippine Air Operations, Phase 1I, 1944-1945, 1ST Demobilization

Bureau Monograph, Japanese Government, October 1945, Volume 46, Part I,
(Colonel Matsunme Misao, 1bx-IJA), Page 40; also Draft Plan of 4TH Air
Army Operations after Mid-October 1944, Documents from file of
Lieutenant Colonel Kateuo Sato. Staff Officer, 4TH Air Army, Depart-
ment of the Ariy Historical Division Microfilm ILS-7.

**** CofS 6TH Base Air Force Dispatch 231000 to Commanders Bamban,
Mabalacat East and West Airfields; Detailed Action Report 2ND
Fighter Striking Unit, 304TH Fighter Unit (ý03HD Air Group),
October 21st - 29th, 1944, WDU Dociument 160517, HA 12309.
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C. G. JFOUR*H AO~-*ftW
October 23rd

assistance to him in helping to maintain air superiority over his fields as
he mved large portions of his atrenwgth to the central Vinsayas e as rein-
forcements arrived in the Clark - %nila area.

There is little information in docmmnts available to this study upon
which to establish an accurate coant of the nunber of PYTH Air Army air-
craft as of 1042 this day. It is known that this ws a dar for deploying
forces for the offensive on the following day and that reinforcements were
comeing into the Philippines. The Arn Section of b•erial General Head-
quarters recorded that the SECXND XAr Division had at the ond of this day
192 operational aircraft and tht the "total in the Philippines* (likely
total FOURTH Air Arar) ms 232 opemtional aircraft.* This, therefore, is
an increace of 135 planes over the Ydnetyy-even at the ,tlose of October 22ad.
Based or, a steady flow of reinforcement aircraft it can then be estimated
that at 1042 some sixty additional aircraft had arrivxd bringing the total
"of operational aircraft to 157. Howler, because meny of these planes, even
though in the Philippines did not reach their attack deployment baser until
a day or so later, the operational aircraft available for attack were some-
what loss than this number.

By 1042 preparations were underway to move his headquarters to Bacolod
later in the day, This move, it will be recalled, had been ordered in his
Operation Order A-518, October 21%t and ws designed to permit him to be

* closer to his units corcentrating in the Visayas.

* Daily Record of the War Situation, 4TH Air Army, GHQ, FEC, Special
Historical Collection, Supporting Dociunwnts to General of the Army
Douglas MacArthur' s Historical Report on kllied Operations in the
Sýuthwast Pacific Area, (Item 30, Footlocker 7 of .0, SWPA Series,
Volume II).



CHAPTER oIUX zu

Thus, at 1042, the time at which this volume ends, the situation was as
follows:

(a) the Allied forces, which up to this time had considered that major
elements of the Japanese Fleet would not be involved in opposition to their
operations, now, from recent enemy contact reports and certain intelligence
which disclosed a dimly defined pattern of Japanese naval and air movements,
had reason to believe that some form of Japanese naval reaction in consider-
able strength was underway. To CTF 77 this reaction took the form of
magnified Tokyo Express runs against Leyte; to COMTHIRDFLT it was not y7et
clear and he was therefore launching air searches to the westward to
determine its nature. Certainly neither of these commanders visualised
the true extent of the Japanese naval reaction and neither of them realized
that the Japanese Combined Fleet, both naval and air, was already in, or
proceeding toward, the objective area.

(b) the Japanese forces were all underway executing the penetration
operation against Leyte with X-day October :1th. Although certain of these
forces had beer contacted by the Allies during the past several days, i.e.,
Main Body FIRST Striking Force, SECOND Striking Force, CRUDIV SIXTEEN,
DESDIV TWENTY-ONE and certain submarines of the Advanced Expeditionary
Force, it seems probe.ble that the Japauese knew only of the contacts on
the Main Body and CRUDIV SIXTEN for in tiese two commands several ships
(AOCA, ATAGO, MAYA and TAKAO) had been torpedoed by, Allied eL",marines on
this very morning. The Main Force moving down from the north and the THIRD
Section transiting Balabac Strait had not yet been discovered. The base
air forces and the FOURTH Air Army were preparing for an all-out air
offensive commencing Y-day October 24th against the Allied surface forces,
which included the carriers outaide the Gulf and the amphibious shipping
inside the Gulf. The Japanese, despite the realization that the Allies
knew of two of their forces in the Manila-Palauan Passage Area, and despite
the losses above mentioned, ddcided to continue the operation.

THUS AT THIS HOUR THE JAPAN'SE WERE COMMITTING ALL OF THEIR AVAIIAML
NAVAL AND AIR STRENGTH ASSISTED BY THE LOCAL GROUND 1TOOPS, AND BY THOSE
TROOPS WHICH MIGI}l BE MOVED THERE FROM, CAGAYAN, INTO WHAT WAS IPK ECTED TO
RE A C)RDINAThD AND (ONCLNTRATED ASSAULT ON THE ALLIED INVASION AND
CAUEKP FORCES. THE ALLIES, WHO HAD NOT ANTICIPATED A REACTION OF SUCH
BROAD PROPORTIONS WERE AT THIS TIME PREPARING TO COUNTER OPERATIONS OF
A MOFýU LIMITED SCOPE, I.E., "MAGNIFIED TOKYO IPR&SS" OPERATIONS TO QUOTE

THE TIME OF DECISiON WAS CLOSE AT HANDI
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ORGANIZTION OF AUZ2E FORCES A?

1042 2C1ME M3R

BATTLE FOR LYTE GOWF
ALLU• IEAAL h ORCES Vice Admiral Kinkaid, Thomas C.

(a) TF 77 CENTRAL PHI OPINES ATTACK FOCE Vice Admiral Kinkai, Thomas C.

(a) (1) TG 'n.1 Flagship Group* Captai, Iamma, Alfred N.

(a) TU 77.1.1 nleet rlagohip Unit Captain Gramm, Alfred M.
AGC WASATCH (YFFFF) Captain Granmm, Alfred X.
DD's AS•U, NULLAWf

(b) TU 779.12 Cruiser Unit Captain Coney, Charles go
XABUVILUP* Captain Coney, Charles Z.

DRSDIV 48 less AWMMJ MuLLANY Captain McLean, John B.
ADM~i READ (F), BUSHR

(2) TG 77.2 Bombardment and Fire Support
Group Rear Admiral Oldendorf,0 Jesse B.

(a) TU 77.2.1 Fir. upport Unit
NORTH*** Rear Admiral Weyler, George Lo
BATDIV 3 less WNE MEXICO,
IDAHO Rear Admiral Weyler, George L.

KtSSISSIPPI (FF) Captain Redfield, Herman Jo
BATDIV 4 less CO1)RADO Rear Admiral Ruddock, Theodore Do,

Jr.
WEST VIRGINIA (F) Captain Wiley, Herbert V.
MARYLAND Captain Ray, Herbert J.
Dl•s AUICK (F), CO'4Y,

IGOURNE! Comnander Andrew, John D.

(b) TU 77.2.2 Fire Sunpor • nit
3SOUTIhN Rear Admiral Oldendorf, Jesse B.
BATDIV 2 Rear Admiral Chandler, Theodore go

TOWIm (F) Captain Heffernan, John B.
CAAIFURNIA Captain Burnett, Henry P.
PkMNN8LVANIA Captain Martin, Charles F.

' ar Diary WAsATCH, October 23rd, 194,4; also War Diary NASHVILLE, October

SAction Report CTU r7.2.1 (COMBATDIV 3), Bombardment of and Fire Sqpport

insston on Leyte Islai4, Philippine Islands, Serial 0166, October 20th, 1944.I * Actioa Report COMCGRt DIV 4 (CTG 77.2), Bombardment and Capture of Leyte
ilarA, October 16th - 24th, 1944, Serial 00147, NovevOer 5th, 1944.
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CRUDIV 4 less INDIANAPOLIS,
plus MINEAPOLIS Rear Admiral Oldendorf, Jesse B.

LOUISVILLE (FFF) Captain Hurt, Samuel H.
POR7LAND Captain Settle, Thomas G. W.
MINNEAPOLIS Captain Slocum, Harry B.

CRUDIV 12 less MONTPELIER,
CLEVELAND Rear Admiral Hayler, Robert W.

DENVER (F) Captain Bledsoe, Albert M.
COLUMBIA Captain Curts, Maurice E.

DESRON 56 Captain Smoot, Roland N.
DESDIV 111 Captain Smoot, Roland N.

LEUTZE, HaCG4B (FF),
BENNION, HEWOOD L. EDWARDS,
RICHARD P. LEARY

DESDIV 112 less ROSS, plus
HALFORD Captain Conley, Thomas F., Jr.

ROPýNSON (F), ALBERT W. GRANT,
BRYANT, HALFORD

DESDIV X-RAY less AULICK, CONY,
SIGOU1RN" Conmander Hubbard, Miles H.

CLAXTON (F), THORN, WELLES

(3) TG 77.3 Close Covering Group* Rear Admiral Berksy, Russell S.

(1)() TU 77.3.1 Light Cruiser

Group Rear Admiral Berkey, Russell S.
CR1UDIV 15 less NASHVILLE Rear Admiral Berkey, Russell S.

PHOENIX (FF) Captain Duncan, Jack H.
BOISE Captain Roberts, John S.

DF.SDIV 47 less BEALE Captain McManes, Kenmore M.
HUTCHINS (F), BACHE,
DALY, KILLEN

(2) TU 77.3.2 Heavy Cruiser
Group Captain Nichols, Charles A.G., RN

1IAS SHROPSHIRE Captain Nichols, Charles A.G., RN
DD's BEALE, H4AS ARUNTA

(4) TG 77.4 Escort Carrier Group Rear Admiral Sprague, Thomas L.

(a) TU 77.4.1 Panaon Car-ier
Group** Rear Admiral Sprague, Thomas L.

(1) TU 77.4.11 CAIDJIV 22 Rear Admiral Sprague, Thomas L.
CVE SANGAMON (FFF) Captain Browder, Maurice E.

CVEG 37 (19 VF, Lieutenant Cummander Hindman,
9 VT) Stanley E.

* Action Report OTO 77.3 '(COMCRUDIV 15), Leyte Occupation, Serial 0359,
N-vember 3rd, 1944.

* Action Report CTU 77-4.1 (CWICARDIV 22), Leyte Occupation, October 12th - 29th,
194, Serial 00104, November 8th, 1944.
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CM SUWANNE Captain Johnson, William D.
(VGw 60 (22 VF, Lieutenant CGomander Feilbach,
9 VT) Harvey 0., USNR

CVX CH•FNANGO Captain Van Deurs, George
CV9G 35 (18 VF, Lieutenant Commander Moore,
8 VT) Frederick R., Jr.

MVE SANTEE Captain Blick, Robert E.
CVEG 26 (22 VF, Lieutenant Comander Funk,
a VT) Harold N.

(2) TU 77.4.12 CARDIV 28
less CYE's SARGENT BAY,
RUDYEMD BAY Rear Admiral Henderson, George R.
CVM SAGINAW BAY (F?) Captain Sutton, Frank C.

VC 78 (15 iF, 12 VT) Lieutenant Commander Hyde, John
L., Jr.

CVE PETROF BAY Captain Kane, Joseph L.
VC 76 (18 VF, 12 VT) Commander McCauley, Jamea W.

(3) TU '7.4.13 Screen Captain Nunn, Ira H.
D&9DIV 93 less HEEEMNN,
HOEL Captain Nunn, Ira H.
MC CORD (F), TRATHEN,
HAZRLWOOD

COaTDIV 63 less SHELTON,
DENNIS Commander Bewick, James V.

Yf14ONDS, RICHARD S. BULL,
COOLBAUGH, EVERSOLE,
RICHARD M. ROWELL

(b) TU 77.4.2 Southern Carrier
Group* Rear Admiral Stump, Felix B.

(1) TU 77.4.2-1 CARDIV 24
less CVE's ANZIO,
CORREGIDOR Rear Admiral Stump, Felix B.
CIE NATCHA BAY (FF) Captain Xorehouse, Albert K.

VC 81 (16 VF, 11 VT) Lieutenant Commander Barnes,
Robert C.

CVE MANILA BAY Captain Lee, Fitzhugh
a ,O (17 VF, 9 VT) Tlieutenant CGowander Stubbs,.

Harry K., USNR

'2) -U 77.4,22 CARDTV 27 Rear Admiral Sample, William D.
CVY MARCUS ISLAND (FF) Captain Greber, Charles F.

VC 21 (15 VF, 10 VT) Lieutenant Commander Murray,
Thomas 0., USNR

• Action Report CTU 77.4.2 (CCHCARDIV 24T,)Reoccupation of Leyte Island, October
18th - 29th, 1944, Serial 00114, November 2rnd, 1944.
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CVK KAflASI.U BAY Captain Hunter, Robert N.
VC 20 (15 VF, 12 VT) Lieutenant Cominder Dale,

John 11., UtSMR

CVY SAVO ISLAND Captain Acaetran, Clarence Z.
VC 27 (17 VF, 12 VT) Liesul-nant Commander Jackson,

Pe reival W.
CV9 COMY BAY Captain Toews, Harold L.

VC "5 (17 VF, 11 VT) Lieutenant Smith, Allen W., Jr.,
USKR

(3) T) 77.4.23 Screen Captain Reynolds, Luther K.
DESDIV 94 less
JOHNSTON Captain Reynolds, Luther K.

HrAGAr" (F). FRANKS,
HAILEY

COBTDIV 69 less STAMFOM,
SAMUEL B. ROBEtTS, plus
LeRAY WILSC Commander Phifer, Thomas C.

RICHARD W. ~'JSMSS (F),
ABERCROMIS, LeRAY WILSON,
(UEUMER, WALTFA C. WAWN

(c) TU 77.4.3 Northern Carrier
Group* Rear Admiral Sprague, Clifton A. F.

(1) TU 77.4.31 CARDIV 25 Rear Admiral Sprague, Clifton A. F.
MVE FANSHAW BAY Captain Johnson, Douglass P.

VC 68 (15 VF, 10 VT) Lieutenant Commander Rogers,
Richard S.

CVE ST. LO0 Captain McKenna, Francis J.
VC 65 (17 VF, 9 VT) Lieutenant Commander Jones,

Ralph M., "kiNR

CMI WHITE PLAjiS Captain Sullivan, Dennis J.
VC 4 (17 '(F, 12 VT) Lieutenant Fickenscher, Fdward

R.,, Jr.

CVE KALINAN BAY Captain Williamon, Thomas B.
VC 3 (18 VF, 12 VT) Lieutentnt Commander Keighlea,

William H., UISHR

(2) TU 77.4.32 CARDIV 26
lees CYE's HOGGATT BAY,
N?&KMTA BAY Rear Admiral Ofstie, Ralph A.
CVE KITKUN BAY Captain Whi.ney, John P.

VC 5 (15 VF, 12 P ) Commaner Fowler, Richard L.
CVE GAMBIER BAY Captain Vieweg, Walter V. R.

VC 10 (18 VF, 12 VT) Commander Huxtable, Edward j., Jr.

* Action Report CTU 77.403 ICOCARDIV 25), Leyte Operation, October 12tb - 27th,
1944, Serial C0110, November 6th, 19144; also CTG 77.1 Operation Plan 2-"4
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(3) TU 77.4.33 Screwn C,,oeio Tbhws, Willian D.
WSDIV 93 less NC ORD,

TRATMVg W.zWW,
plus JOHNS!" Colander Thama, William D.

JOHV3TO
us RAM jD, r3=3 Lieutenant Couaandtr Hansen,

(F), JOHM C. SLU, Sigurd, USNR
SAMUML B. ROBWRTS

(5) TG 77.5 Mins,•eepig and Hkdrographic
Group* Coimander Loud, Wayne R.

(a) TU 77.5.1 VLine•epere Comander Loud, Way•e R.

(1) Sweep Unit (W Comma-aer Loud, Wayne 3.
MIMD1V 5 Lieutenant Brennan, John E., USUR

I's SOUTHARD (F),
C(HADLF, H aY (),
LONG

I•NIV 19 (Modified) L-1wtena't Ccuamnder Clagi'a,
In's PREBLE, B&FZE Joha, USNR
)4S's HAMILTON (F), Lieuternant Olson, Louis G., USUR
wmAD PALU=

(2) Sweep Unit TiO Lieu-,mnant Com 'az er Woodhouse,
IKNDIV 14 Ernest W., USNR

AN's ZEAL (F), VELOCITY,
TWMULT, TOIEN

•3) Sweep Urt THME
MPhDIV i) plus AN SENTRY Lieutenant Comander Peirce,

AM's REQUISITE (F), Herbert R., Jr., USNR
PURSUIT, RBEIIGE, SAGV,
SENTRY

(4) MKDIV 34 ls6 SCUFFLE,
SU-RT** Lieutenant Comhander Keefer,

AM's SAUNTER, SALUTE, James R., UrSH
SCRIMMAGE, SCOUr•**

(5) Sweep Unit FOUR Lieutenant Staehli, Ralph J., Jr.,
YDL5, I, 81, 140 (F), USNR
311U,**** 319

(6) Sweep Unit FIVE Lieutenant Latta, William A., USNR
YMS'3 238, 243, 286, 293,
335, 389,*•* 398 (F)

S* Action Report CTG 77.5 (-1IRON 1), Mine3weeping Opermtions in Sxrigao
Straits an" Leyte Gulf, Serial 0111, October 29th, 1944.

S * Reported October 20th from TG 79.2.
* Reported October 20th from KINDIV 14.

Hm Reported October 18th from TU 79.12.1.
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(7) Sweep Unit SIX Lieutenant Schminke, Paul, USNR
DES's 39, 49, 52,

340 (F, 3427 (8) Sweep Unit SEVEN Lieutenant Burns, Thomas W., USNR
IMS's 71, 73, 176,*
314, 341 (F)

(b) TU 77.5.2 iHydrographic Unit Commander Hunt, Robert B. S., RAN
""HA GASCOYNE, WS's 316,
393, HKAL 1074

(6) TG 77.7 Service Group Rear Admiral Glover, Robert 0.

(a) TU 77.7.1 Fueling knit** Captain Beard, Jefferson D.
AO's ASHTABULA (F), SALAMONIE,
SARANAC, CHEPACHET, AE MAZAMA,
SS DURHAM VICTORY***

CORTDIV 40 less FORIXAN,
ENGLAND, plus MANNING Commander T.orwall, Chas. A., USNR

BOWERS, WHITEHURST,
WILU4ARTH, WITTER, MANNING

(b) TU 77.7.2 Task Unit Leyte.I*u

less ARETHUSA Captain Hylant, Emory P.
IX(AO's) CARIBOU, MINK, PANDA,
AN' s TEAK, SILVERBEL
SATINLEAUF,"*** AKN INDUS (F),
ARL ACHILLE$S,****-** ARS CABLE,
AO(W) Sh-VERN, AE MURZ]2l1****

(b) TF 78 NORTHEfN ATTACK FORCE Rear Admiral Barbey, Daniel E.

(1) TG 78.1 Palo Attack Group Rear Admiral Barbey, Daniel E.

(a) TU 78.1.1 Group Flagship******
(Also Flagship Unit) Coimander McDuwell, Lewis R.

AGC 1LUE RIDGE (FFF) Commander McDowell, Lewis R.
TU 78.1.2 Relief Group Flag-
shipT**e*G pl Lieutenant Commander Wicks, John

DD RUSSELL E., Jr.

(b) TU 78.1. 5 LM Unit ******** Lieutenant McComb, Edvard L., UJNR

I1-%'s 19 (F), 21, 257

* Reported October 18th, 1944 from TU 79.12.1.
War Diary CTU 77.7.1, October 23rd, 194.
Employed as ammunition ship.
War Diary INDUS, October 1944, (enroute Leyte with TG 78.7).
Enroute Leyte with TG 78.8.
Arrived Leyte with TG 78.6 October 22nd.

,*N-M-** Action Report BLUIE RlDaii., Lejte Operation, Serial 00530, November 15th,
1944.

~**** War Diary LK4 21, October 1944. 8•60 C •I4



(o) ¶ 78.1.6 F-wort and Fire Support
uait* Captain Cromelin, Henry
DXUIV 49 loe STW S, MURRAT,
HARRISM, MC M Captain Croimelin, Henry
JOW RO~D(MI (F)

(d) TU 78.1.7 Control Unit** Captain Brantly, Neill D.
PCS 59a, 623 (F), 1129, SC 726

(e) ?T 78.1.8 LCI Support Unit*** Lieutenant Sargent, Robert E., Jr.,
LCI(R),s 71 (F), 7., 73, 74, USNR
331

() TU 78.1.9 Demolition Unit Lieutenant, junior grade, Sibigtroth,
LCI(D)'s 2W, 228 Joseph C., USUR

(g) TU 78.1.10 L1I Soke Unit*~ Captain McGee, Homer F.
LCI's 28 (F), 361, 363, 364,
429, 44?, 448

(h) TU 78.1.11 Salvage UnitmoH1* Lieutenant Conmnder Castle,
AT QUAPAW Northrup H., USNR

(i) TU 78.1.12 Army Headquarters Unit Lieutenant Gunby, D, Kirk, USNR
PCE(R)', 848 (F), 849, 850
SS APACHE, FP 47

(0) TU 78.1.13 Beach Parties Lieutenant Zinser, Eugene J., USNR
Beach Party No. I Lieutenant Walter, Raymond G., USNR
Beach Party No. 4 Lieutenant Zinser, Eugene J., USR

(k) LST Unit (Red Beach)*4H1** Comeander Linthicum, Theodoric C.
LST'e 623, 666, 667, 668, 695,
697, 740, 741 744, 751, 986,
1017, 1018 (FS

(2) TG 78.2 San Ricardo Attack Group***** Rear Admiral Fechteler, William K.

(a) Group Flagship Captain Conlan, Glarence V.
APA FRMON0W (PT??)

Relief Group Flagship Lieutenant. Coimuader Benson, Ralph
DD A14DERSON H., Jr.

SAction Report CTi 78.1.6, Serial 0114, November 5th, 19".
** Action Report CTM 78.1.7, no serial, November lst, 1944.

Action Report CTU 78.1.8, Serial 160, Noverber 22nad, 194.
Action Report M 78.1.10 Leyte Operation, Serial 0M22, November 20th, 1944.

*Action Report QUAPAW, Philippine Operation, October 20th - 29th, 1944,
Serial 033, October 20th, 194.

*** thUnloaded. Awaiting formation and departure of TG 78.11.
***- Action Report CM 78.2 (COMPHIBGRU 8). Leyte Operation, Serial 0085,

November 29th, 1944.
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(b) Headquarters Support Aircraft Comrnder Spangler, Earle S., USNJ

(c) 7J 78.2.5 L.-9 Unit Commander Weintraub, Daniel J.
LSK' 18 (F), 20, 22, 23, 34,
138, 139, 258, 311

(d) DD JEWKINSW Commander Gallery, Philip D.

(e) TU 78.2.7 Control Unit Lieutenant Commander Holt, William
PCs I1134 (F), .311/9, 1120 J., Jr., USNR
30 991

(f) TU 78a2.8 Support Unit Commander Day, Dwight H.
LCI(R)'s 34, 230 (F), 337,
338, 340, 341
LCI(G)'s 64, 69 (F)

(g) TU 78.2.9 Salvage Unit Lieutenant Wursler, Walter R., USNR
ATA SoNKMA

(h) TU 78.2.10 Beach Parties** Lieutenant Commander Halloran,
Edward R., USIR

Beach Party N•o. 3 Lieutenant Commander Halloran,
Edward R., USNk

Beach Tarty No. 8 Lieutenant Nordyke, Ted, USNR

(i) WHITE Beach Uidt
LST''s* 170, 397, 549, 613,
912, 993
AK JUPITER,*** ARL ACHILLJXO
XAK's THOMAS, GIANELLA, KINNEY,
JUDSON, FIELDS, SHORT

(j) LCI Group 44 (Tenporary) Commander Tucker, James F.
LCIla 683, 684, 685, 693, 977,
978 (F), 979, 980, 981, 982,
:1064, 1065

(3) TG 78.3 Paraon Attack CGoup**"*

(a) n. 78.3.5 Control and Support Captain Murphey, Charles D.
Craft******

PC's 1122, 1133
LCI(G),3 68, 70 (F)
LCI(R)19 31 (, 342
LCI (D) 29

SUnit of TU 78.2.6 remaining at 1042 October 23rd.
Action Report CTU 78.2.10, Re.ort of Operations, Force Heachmaster, October
13th - November 16th inclusive, no serial, November 20th, 1914.
Unloaded. Awaiting formation and departure of TIV 78.11.

OWN* Unit of TU 77.7.2.
"is" Units Remaining at 1042 October 23rd.
* Action Report CTU 78.3.5, Central Philipplneo-Patiaon Attack Group, no

serial, November 30th, 1944.
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(b) TU 78,3.6 Beach PaWy No. 7 Lieutenant O'Nl.1l, Thomas F.,
USNR

(4) TO 78.5 PHaebor Entrsnce Control Groapr Captain Benmn, Prancis W,
Pl' s BISME (F), GAILUP
LCI's 343,0 344,, 430 (7), 432

(5) P? CARSON cMTYH

(6) TG 78.7 Reinforcent Group TWO Captain GiMer, John K.B.
Convoy Unit***

(a) Liberty Ships
GOHKAL FLEISCHER, CAPE aWKANO, CAPE CiOtSTAN(Z, JOHN PAGE,
SABIK, JANSNS, LEDO MERRITT, DAVID GAILLARD, FRANK CUHEL,
MARCUS DALY, BENJAMIN WATEKOUSE, JOHN FOSTER, VITUS BERING,
SAMUEL BARZhW, UENJAMIN WHEELER, LOUIS WUE, CHARLOTTE CUSHMAN,
CASSIOPIA, CLARENCE DARSOV, ESCALAMTZ

(b) Service Force TU 77.7.2 l.e. Captain Hylant, Ebory P.
AN MURZIM,*I** AN SATINLEAPW ,*
IT (AO) ARETHUSA,*,***
ARL ACHILE.S******

IX(AO)'s CARIBOU., KMIN, PANDA
AN's TEAK, SILVERBELL, AKN INDUS (F)
ARS CAES, AO(W) SEVERN,, (YOG-15 in tow)

(c) LST Unit Captain Seay, Erskine A.
LST's 464, 552, 553, 554, 555,
556, 557, 558, 559, 569, 573,

610 (77), 619, 658, 663, 673,
687, 688, 694, 703, 734, 736,
737, 746, 749, 750, 908, 919,
990, 991. 1015, 1025, 1026
AO SUAMICO, PG TULSA

(d) Scroen Captain Ginder, John K.B.
DFSDIV 41 less HWORTH Captain Ginder, John K.B.

NICHOLAS (F), O'BANNON, TAYLOR,
HOPEWELL
PF's SAN PEDRO, MUSKOGEE

* Action Report COT 78.5, Report of Operations of the Harbor LFtrance
Control Group, October 18th - 24th, 1944, no snrial, November 22nd, 1944.
Awaiting formation and departure of ¶Ir 78.11.
Action Report CTG 78.7 (COXMESWON 21), Central Philippines Operation,
Serila 0176, November 10th, 1944.

S~En route Leyte with TG 78.8.
****• Broke dow October 18th, returned iololaidia.
* Arrived Leyte with TG 78.6 October 22nd.
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(7) TO 78.8 Reinforcment Group THREE Coimnder Steimets, Johm L., USCG
(Convoy Unit)*

(a) Service Ship Unit Lieutenant Commander Kapuscinski,
AS MUMZIM AKI' s HrTERION, John S., USNR
ZAURAK (F)ý, APC 17, AN SATINLEAF

(b) Liberty Ship Unit
FLOYD B. OLSON, THCMA NELSONj, PRINCE L. CAMPBELL, JOE C.S.
MAQKBURN, A IGO VESPUCCI, MATTHEW P. DEADY, VAN NUYS, CAPE
JUDY, CAPE CMBLN, SEAMAN A. KNAPP, MORRISON R. WAITE,
JOHN ALDEN, ATJATER, A. BAILEY, JOHN BARTRAM, JUAN CABRILLO,
CARL G. BARTH

(c) LST Unit
LST's 22, 2D6 (77), 220, 454, 618, 922

(d) Screen
GORTDIV29 less CORPUS CHRISTI,
HUTCHINSON Commander Steirmetz, John L., USCG

PF's EUGNE (P7F), E. PASO,
VAN BUREN, ORANGE

(c) TF 79 SOUTHERN ATTACK FORCE** Vice Admiral Wilkinson, Theodore S.

Force Flagship
AGC XT OLYMPUS (FFFF) Captain Shultz, John H.

Commander Support AircrafL Captain Taylor, Herbert W., Jr.

(1) TO 79.1 Attac~k Group ABLE Rear Admiral Ccnoll7, Richard L.

Group Flagship
APPALACHIAN (FFF) Captain Jeffs, Charles R.

(a) TG 79.3 Transport Group ABU*** Captain Richardson, Clifford G.

(1) TU 79,3.1 TRANSDIV 7 Captain Richardson, Clifford G.
APA CAVALIER (FF)
AKA THUBAN

(2) TU 79.3.2 TRANSDIV 30
AKA CHARA Comuaander Clark, John P., USNR

(3) TU 79.3.3 TRANSDIV 38
AKA ALSHAIN Captain Krause, Roland E.

* Action Report CTG 78.8, Reinforcement Group 3, Central Philippine Operation,
Serial 071, November 16th, 1944.

** Action Report CTG 79.1 (C(MPHIiGRU 3), Leyte Operatlon, Serial 00454, October
26th, 1944.

SUnits of TO 79.1 (45 ships ori October 20th) remainint on October 23rd.
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(4) TU 79.3.4 TRANSDIV X-RAY Captain Schieke, Herman E.
APA PRESIDENT HAYES,
AK MIRCURI, LSV MONITCR

(5) TU 79.3.6 LCT Unit Lieutenant Wassel.l, Meyer, USNR
LCT's 667, 738, 739, 740, 772,
781, 819, 820, 861, 863, 864,
990

(6) TU 79.11.1 Transport Group
ABLE Screen* Captain Marshall, William J.
DESRON 48 Captain VArshall, William J.

DESDIV 95 less STkEBEL,
WALKER, ABBOTT Captain Marshall, William J.

DD's ERBEN (F), HALE
(7) BLUE-ORANGE Beach Unit** Lieutenant Talley, William 0.

LST's 24, 471, 472 (F), 606

(b) Tractor Group ABLE Capiain Webb, Richard C., Jr.

(1) TG 79.5 LST Unit Captain Webb, Richard C., Jr.

(a) TU 79.5.1 Commander Shirley, Joshua C.
LST's 608,,609, 611
612 (F"), 693, 738,739 (F),90

(b) TU 79.5.2 Commander Parsons, Edwin C., USNR
LST's 126, 169, 205, 223,
242, 565 (F), 605, 670,
686, 733

(c) TU 79.5.3*0* Lieutenant Commander Harlan,
LST's 34, 123, 125, 20'?, James L.
213, 219, 451 (F), 461,
478, 482, 488, 617, 1006

(2) TG 79.7 Control Unit***- Commander Buack, Vilhelz K.
DD ST0,4EL (F)
PC's 462, 464, 470, 563
PC3's 1391, 1418, 1429
6C's 631, 632, 1004
6 LCC' I

* Combined Inner Screen under CTU 79.11.2 afe-rT1630kOctober 21st.

U Unloa'ed at Yellow Beach TWO. Awaiting formation and departare of TG 78.11.
*** Ac'on Report CTU 79,5.3, Liyte Islari P1I.., Serial 2A4, Ja-vary 1nt, 1945.

SAction Report CTG 79.3 (CGYTRANSDIV 14S, Amphibious Invasion Leyte, Philip-
pine lslards, 20-23 October 194, Serial 0169, November 8th, 1944.
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(3) TU 79.7.1 Gunboat Support Unit Commander Montgomery, Alan R.

(a) ?U 79.7.2 Rocket Unit* Comiander Montgomery, Alan R.
LCI(G)'a 365, p66, 407, 422,
439, 440, 442, 475, 558 (F)$
559, 560, 561, 565 (W), 567,
568, 580, 751, 752

(b) TU 79.7.3 Mortar Unit** Lieutenant Commander Robiron, Carl
LCI(M),s 1056 (F) 1057, F., USNR
1058, 1059, LCI(A)v's
975, 1055

(c) TU 79.7.4 Salvage and Fire Lieutenant "ammander Starkus,
Fighting Unit Charles R Ret.

LCI(L) 564 (F), 676

(2) TG 79.2 Attack Group BAKER*** Rear Admiral Royal, Forrest B.

Group Mgship
AGO ROCKY MOUNT (FFF) Captain Patten, Stanley F.

(a) TG 79.4 Transport Group BAKER Captain Morrison, George D.

(1) TU 79.4.1 TRANSDIV 10 Captain Morrison, George D.
(Temporary)

APA's CLAY (F), ARTHUR MIDDLETON,
BAXTER, WILLIAM P. BIDDLE, AP
GEORGE F. ELLIOTT, AKA's AURIGA,****
CAPRICORNUS, LS) RUSIMORE****

(2) TG 79611 Commander Screen***0 Captain Coward, Jesse G.
DE4RON 54 Captain Coward, Jesse G.

DESDIV 107 (less WADLEICG, Captain Coward, Jesse G.
NORMAN SoCO)

RE14EY (FF), MERTZ, I(NSSEN

* Action Report LCI(a)• 565, Assault on Leyte, no serial, October 25th, 1944.
Action Report CTU 79.7.3, Invasion of Philippines, Island of Leyte, Serial
051, October 23rd, 1944.

R** Action Report =TO 79.2 (COM! t IDCMU 6), Leyte Operation, Repo,.rt of, Serial
0032, November 4th. 2944.

*NM* Remining from TU 79.4.2 and IU 79.4.3.
**** Although CTG 79.11 (CO4DEWSON 54) was nominally in command of the screen

composed of DESRONS 48, 49 and 54, he, from his station in the outer screen,
was too far away to effectively control the intermediate and inner screens.
CTU 79.11.2 (CtWDISRON 49), therefore, took oontrol of the inner and inter-
mediate screens and due to the requirements for gunfire support from the
destroyers forming the two screens combined the two squadrons into one ir~ner
screen on October 20th, 1944. Action Report CTU 79.11.2 (C(1)'SRON 49),
Assault on Leyte Island, Philippines, Serial 0121, October 30th, 1944; also
Action Report COMD&SItON 48 (CTU 79.11.1), Leyte Gulf, Philippine islands,
October 20th - 24thp 1944+, Serial 080, October 30th, 1944.

866



D&SDIV IOS Comuandvr Phillips, Richard H.
Mc 3iUT (F), MC COWAN,
MC NAIR, MELVIN

DESON 49 Captain KMLean, Ephraim R., Jr.
DESDIV 97 less WILLIAM D.
PokukE, !OJG Captain McLean, Ephraim R., Jr.

PICKING (F), SPWOSTON, WTCKS
DESDIV 98 lose KD4BLY,
LUCE Captain Cooper, William G.

ISHEWOOD (F), CHARL•S J.
BADGE

DESDIV 101 less RALL, PAUL
HAMILTON, plus MacDONOUGH Captain Kartin, Hugh J.

HAJXLIGAN (F), HARADIN,
TWIGGS, MacRONOUGH

(b) TG 79.6 LST-LCI Transport Group
BAKER* Captain Rimer, Theodore W.

(1) TU 79.6.1 LST-LSM Transport
Unit Commanrer Ageton, Arthur A.

Unit Flagship
DD LUCE (FF) Commander Owens, Hinton A.

(a) TU! 79.6.11 Assault Unit
BL•UE" Lieutenant Commander Reith,

LST's 20, 483, 486, 568, George, USNR
671, 745, 918, 999, 1013,
1024

(b) TU 79.6,12 Assault Unit
ORANGE Lieutenant Coimnader Drexler,

LST's 117, 118, 277, 564, Louis A., Jr.
567, 669, 672, 698, 916,
917 (F)

(c) TU 79.6.33 Reserve Unit
ONE*** Lieutenant Barber, Oli0ver W.

LST's 269, 270 (F), 615, 704
LM's 134, 135

itction Report' COZTFLOT 3 (U 79.6.1), Assault ard Occupation rf Layte,
Philippin'a Ilaands, Serial 02-10-", November 7th, 194lh.

* Action Report CTU 79.6.11, October 20;th - 24th, 194, Serial 038-44,
October 31st, 19L4+.

•** Action Rnport CTG 79.2 (Cm4PHIIuRU 6), Leyte Occupation, Serial 003a,
November 4th, i944.
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(d) TU 79.6.14 Reserve Unit Lieutenant Conmander Blanche,
TWO* John G. , Jr.

LSKI's 24 (7)', 29, 136,
2.33

(e) TU 79.6.1.5 LCT Unit** Lieuten.bnt Franklin, Gordon P., USNR
LCT's 688, 747, 821,
822, 830, 898, 992,
1016, 1296, 1298

(2) TU 79.6.2 LCI Unit Captain Rimer, Theodore W.

(a) TJ 79.6.21 Mortar Unit*** Lieutenant Commander Hannett,
LCI(M)'s 658, 659, George W., USNR
660 (F), 754
LCI(A)'s 775, 994

(b) TU 79.6.22 Rocket Gimboat Lieutenant Giliberty, Frank R., USNR
Unit**

LCI(G)'s 366, 372, 3?3,
439, 440, 4+51, W.3, L.62,
464, 465, 467, 472, 475

-(c) TU 796.23 LCI Salvage Captain Rimer, Theodore W.
Unit**

WLCI{'s (S&FF) 738 (F),598

(3) TU 79. .61.3 Landing Craft Screen

OcCto(Rb's 851, 852, 853

(c) TG 79p19 Satvage Gro9Cp less
GRAPPLE***r Govmwder Foss, Henry 0., USN9

ARS PRESERVER, ARL EGEIA.,
.',TF' s POTAWATOMI, CHOWAINOC,
CHICKASAW, MENOMINEE

* Action Report CTU 797-.14 kC• P ),Siueo ytera05$
October .3Orh, 194.g/J

SAction Report GTIG 79.2 (COMmHiBmRu 6), Leyte Operation, Serial 0032,
•.Nov.-mber 4th, 1944.

**•* Action Report CTV 70.6.2a (6X-.-CI(Jr41P 77), Serial .14, November 4th, 1944.
w*"- Units remwinirW_ October 23rd. C1U 7" t.9 (C(MDESRQN 54) assumed CTG 79.11

October 20th.
PRF•SERWR reported from TU 79.12.1 October 18th; CHO14ANOC fromi TU 79.11.1,
PfVrAWATcOI, MEN{VUNEiTh from T 79.0 and CHICLA34W from TG 77.5 on October
17th; EGEkRIA from TG 79.11.3 October 20th.
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004iANDR ALIED NAVAL F ZS SfE3PAC Vice Ad.-iral Kinkaid, Thomas C,

(a) TG 70.1 Motor Torpedo Boats Commander Bowling, Selman S.

(1) TU 70.1.3 Leyte Qroup Lieutenant Comumnler Leeeon,
Robert, USNR

(a) MTh RON 7 Lieutemant Commander Leeson,
KWOs 127, 128, 129, 130, recbart, USUR
]31, 132,, 134, )-'7, 138

(b) MTB RON 12 Lioutenant Pullen, Weston C., Jr.,
MTB's 146) 150, 151, 152, 19C, USNR
191, 192, 194, 195, 196

(c) NTB RON 21 Lieuterant Gleason, Carl T.
MT-2's 320, 32., 323, 324, 325,
326, 327, 328, 329, 330, 331

(d) MWB ROW 33 Lieutenant Preston, Arthur M.,
MTB'S 488, 489, 490, 493, 492, USN
493, 494, 495, 4%, 497

(e) XTB RON 36 Lieutenant Commander Tappaan,
MTB's 522, 523, 524, 525, 526, Francis D., USNR
U.S. Army QS 13, 1 Crash Boat

(2) '"U 7).1.6 Advance Tender Unit Lieutenant Corander Holroyd,
AGP's WACHAPREAGUE, WILLOUGHBY, Walter W., USNR
OYSTMR BAY

(b) TF 71 Submarines, West Australia Rear Admiral Christie, Ralph V.

(1) TG 71.1 US. Patrol Group Rear Admiral Christie, Ralph W.

(a) On Patrol
ANGLER, COD, DARTE'R, B1MGALL,DACE, PADDLE, ROCK, GURINAD

(b) 1& route Patrol
BATFIS{, BR],AX, CAJrTARIRO,
HUSKAI1UJNGE, GROWLER/, HAKE,

' fIAADREAD, GUNNF1, BLACKFIN

(v) En route Base
RATON, BLUEGILI., RAXY(LHEAD,
LAPON, 0O0IA

h2. 1i 'i1.7 british and Netherlands Rear Admiral Christie, Ralph W.
Patrol Gmup

* (a) On Patrol
TA0nrvY, STOIC, SIRDAR, STU04I 869,
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(b) In route Patrol
TANTALUS

(c) En route Base

SPITEFUL, TELMACHUS, Z"AARDVISCH

(c) TF 72 Submarines, East Australia Captain Haines, John M.

(1) TG 72.1 Special Mission Group Captain Raines, John K4.
NAUTILUS, NARWHALL, CERO

(d) Tr 73 Naval Air Forces Rear Admiral Wagner, Frank D.

(1) TG 73.1 Flag Group Captain Evans, William A.
CURKTUCK (FF)
1 AVR

(2) TG 73.2 Strike and Rescue Group* Captain OViver, Richard K.

(a) TU 73.2.1 Rescue Unit Commander Fleming, Morton K,, Jr.
ORCA
VPB 11 (8 PBY)
1 AVR

(b) TU 73.2.2 Strike Unit Captain Oliver, Richard K.
TANGIER
VPB 29 (8 PBY)
2 AVR'

(3) TG 73.3 Manus Qroup0* Captain Lambrecht, John 0.
HEDRON 10
Patrol Plaues Present Manus
Carrier Repl acement Pool
Patrol Plane Replacemert Squadrons

(4) TG 73.4 Search and Support. Group Captain Jones, Carroll B
Patrol Planes Present Woendi

(a) TU 73.4.1**W Lieutenant Norcott, Join M., USNR
HERON
VPB 52 Detachment (4 PBY)

(b) TU 73.4.21•H** Lieutenant Commander Robinson,
VPB 146 (15 PV) Jesse P., Jr.

(c) TU 73.4.3**-* Conmnander Compton, James R.
VPB 101 (12 PB4Y)

* Basel at Morotai.
S1.5 VSB (VJ 61) employet for offshore patrol not included.

W** ~Based at Hollandia.
S*0** Operating from Morot#ai.
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WPB U15 (12 PKT)

(5) TG 73.7 Advanced Group Cmmnder Renard, Jack

(a) TU 73.7.1 Cmmacder Bandy, Jack I.
HUY MOON Conmmander Sandy, Jack I,
SA CARLOS Lieutenant ComwAder Hills, DeLong
VPB 33 (15 PBY)** Lieutenant Commander Anderson,

Fernald P.
VPB 34 (12 PBY)** Lieutenant Cowunder Utgoff, Vadys

V.
1 AVR

(b) TU 73.7.2*** Lieutenant Commander Dodds, Charles
VPB 130 (15 PV) R.

(6) TO 70.2 Anti-Submarine Group**** Rear Admiral Wagner, Frank D,

(a) TU 70.2.1 Hunter-Killer Urit Commander Pickering, Samuel X.
$0N PABLO
VP 11 Detachment (4 PBY)

CORTDIV 33 less MACHIAS Coander Ryssy, John W., USCG
ALLFMOWN (F)
CHARLOTRSViLLE
SANDUSKY

ALLI.I_ AIR FORCES SOWESPAGC*N** Lieutenant General Kenney, George
C., (AC) USA

(a) Pa. Eat Air Forces Lieutenant General Kenney, George
C., (AC) USA

* Operating from Xorotui.
Commenced movement to Leyte October 23rd.

•*I* Operating from Hnnus.
SOperating from Korotai throughout October 1944.
•*•** Data regarding the organization, disposition and strength of Allied Air

Forces, SOdESPAC was obtained frou the following sources and estimated aa
of October 23rd.
(1) Air Evaluation Board, Leyte Campaign, June 1945.
(2) Allied Air Fores SCOWEPAC Operations Report No. 23, October 14th -

25th, 194.
(3) Letter from Director, Historical Division, USAF Air University Library

to President, Naval War College, February 25th, 1953.
(4) Letter from Research Studies Institute, USAF Air University to

President, Naval War College, November 3rd, 1952.
(5) THIRTEM1h USAAF Letter of Instructions No. 2, October 6th, 1944.
(6) Allied Air Forces, SOWESPAC Operations Instruction No. 71, September

'. ~2%th, 19Vt

(7) War Diary Commander Airc-eift Northern Solomons (CTG 70.9), October
17th, 1944.
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11) FU1T Ajr Force (Aseult Force) Lieutenant General Whitehead,
Fuin.s C., (AC), USA

(a) FIFTH Fitr Comnand Brigadier General Wurtumith, Paul

sth Fighter Group (52 P38) E., (Ac) USA
35th Fighter Group (65 P-47)
49th Fighter Group (69 P-38)
58th Fighter Group (73 P-47)

348th Fighter Group (104 P-47)

475th Fighter Group (68 P-38)
418th Night Fighter Squadron (11 P-61)

" 4 at Night Fighter Sq%adron (12 P-61)
547th Night Fighter Squadron (12 P-61)

(b) FIFTH Bomber Command Brigdier General Crabb, Jarred V.,

3rd, 312th, 417th Light Bomb (AC) USA

Groups (210 A-20)
38th, 345th Medium Bomb Groups (113 B-25)

22nd, O3rd, 90th, 380th Heavy Bomb Groups (164 L-24)

(c) FIFY-FOURTH Troop Carrier Wing Brigadier General Carter, Warren

317th, 374th, 375th, 433rd R., (AC) USA

Troop Carrier Groups (271 C-47)

(d) NINETY-FIRST Photographic. Colonel Same., William C.0 (AC), USA

Reconnaissance Wing
6th Photographic Group (61 F-5, F-7)

71st Reconnaissance Group (16 B-25, 43 P-40, 12 L-5)

(2) THIRTEENTH Air Force (Supporting Force) Major General Streett, t. Clair,
(AC) USA

(a) THIRT TH Fighter Coiraria Brigadier General Barnes, Earle W.,

18th, 347th Fighter Groups (AC) USA

(121 P-38)
4l9th Night Fighter Squadron
(11 P-M1

(b) THIRTF.NIH Bomber Command Brigadier General Hatheny, William

42nd Medium Bomb Group (83 B-25) A., (AC) USA

5th, 307th Heavy Bomb Groups (78 B-24)

868th Heavy Bomb Squadron (ii LAB-24)

(c) Troop Carrier Group Colonel Sands, Harry J., Jr., (AC)

403rd Troop Carrier Group USA

(48 C-47)
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(b) TG 70.9 Aircraft Northern Solomons Major General Mitchell, Ralph J.,=?+ USHC

(1) FiRST Marine Aircraft Wing Major General Mitchell, Ralph J.,
U34C

(a) Air Group 12 Colonel Willis, William A., USMC
Vf 3115, 211, 218, 313
(62 F41, 19 FG)
VM 142, 243 (41 SB3)

(b) Air Group 14 Colonel Hopkins, Zebulon C., USMC
VMF 212, 222, 223 (63 P1U)
ThSB 244 (21 SED)
'14 251 (21 F4U)

(c) Air Group 24 Colonel Meyer, Lyle H., USMCH
VM4S8 133, 236, 241, 3441 (87 SBD)

(d) Air Group 61 Colonel SmiLh, Perry K., USMC
VMB 413, 423, 433, 443 (46 PBJ)

(e) Air Group 25 Colonel Koonce, Allen C., U31C
VMR 152, 153 (32 R4D)

(2) 7".th RAAF Fighter Squadron (14 Spitfire)

(3) Royal New Zealand Air Units
3rd Souadron, RNZAF (17 PV)
17th, 22nd Squadrons, RNZAF (36 F4U)

(4) 17th Photographic Squadron Captain Bartman, Walter M., (AC)
(5 F5A, 1 RA-24B) USA

(5) Attached Naval Squadrons
VPB us4 (9 PV) Lieutenant Conmander Jakeman, Lloyd

F.
VPB 130 (14 Pv) Lieutenant Commander Dodds, Charles

VPB 44 (15 PBY) Lieutenant Commander Bogard, Gerald
S.

VPB 52 (11 PBY) Lieutenant Comimatyder Isner, Rennix
Jr., USNR

VS 61. (15 6BD, I J2F) Lieutenant McGow&n, William I.

(c) Royal Australian Air Force Command Air Vice Marshal Bostook, W.D., RAAF
378 VF, 96 VB(L), 36 VB(M), 12 VB(H),
42 VPB(MS)
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C•I(WAC - 01N2POA Admiral Nimits, Chester W.

(a) estern Pacific Task Forces Admiral Halsey, William F., Jr.

(1) THIRD Fleet Admiral Halsey, William F., Jr.

(a) TF 38 Fast Carrier Force Vice Admiral Mitscher, Marc A.

(1) TG 38.1 Vice Admiral McCain, John S.

(a) TU 38.1.1 Carrier Unit
CAHDIV 5 less BATAAN,
plus HANCOCK, OOWPENS Vice Admiral McCain, John S.

WASP (FFF) Captain Weller, Oscar A.
CVG 14 (49 VF, 22 VB,
18 VT) Commander Blitch, John D.

HORNET Captain Doyle, Austin K.
CVG 12 (50 VF, 22 VB, Lieutenant Commander Smith, Lloyd
18 VT) A.

HANOOCK Captain Dickey, Fred C.
CVG 7 (42 VF, 23 VB,
18 VT) Conmander Lamade, John D.

MONTEREY Captain Ingersoll, Stuart H.
CVLG 28 (24 VF, 9 VT) Lieutenant Commander Mehle, Roger

W.
COWPENS Captain Taylor, Herbert W., Jr.

CV(LG 22 (22 VF, 9 VT) Lieutenant Commander Jenkins,
Thomas H., USNR

(b) TU 38.1.2 Support Unit Rear Admiral Smith, Allan E.
CRUDIV 5 Rear Admiral Smith, Allan E.

CHESTER (FF) Captain Hartley, Henry
PENWACOLA Captain Mullinnix, Allen P.
SALT LAKE CITY Captain Busbey, Leroy W., Jr.

CIUJDIV 11 less SAN JUAN,
FLINT, RENO, TUCSON Captain Mullan, William E.A.

SAN DIEGO (F) Captain Mullan, William E.A.
OAKLAND Captain Reed, Kendall S.

(c) TU 38.1.3 Screen Unit Captain Espe, Carl F.
DESDIV 7 plus CASSIN,
DOWNES Captain Syrd.th, Harold P.

DUNLAP (F), FANNING, CASE,
ClJQINGS, CASSIN, DOWNES

DESDIV 23 less LANSDOWNE,
LAiRDNER Captain Burford, William P.

MC CALLA (F), WOODWORTH,
FARENHOLT

DESDIV 91 less CHAR1iTTE,
BELL, BURNS plus BROWN
GRAYSON Captain Espe, Carl F.

IARD (FF), CONNER,

BROWN, GRAYSON



(2) TG 38.2 Rear Admiral Bogan, Gerald F.

(a) TU 38.2.1 Carrier Unit Rear Admiral Bogan, Gerald F.
CARDIY 4 less !BUKER HILL Rear Admiral Bogan, Gerald F.

INTREPID (FFF) Captain Bolger, Joseph F.
O 18 (48 VF, 23 VB,

19 VT) Cmimander Coleman, Wilson M.
CABOT Captain Michael, Stanley J.

CVLG 29 (22 VF, Lieutenant Commander Eder,
9 VT) Willard E.

INDEPEN[Wi Captain Ewen, Edward C.
CYLGI 41 (15 VF(N),
7 VT(N) Commander Caldwell, Turner F., Jr.

(b) TU 38.2.2 Support Unit Rear Admiral Badger, Osacr C.
BATDIV 7 Rear Admiral Badger, Oscar C.

TOWA (77) Captain McCann, Allan R.
NW JERSEY (FFFFF)* Captain Holden, Carl F.

CRUDIV 14 less VICKSBURG,
HOUSTON, plus BILOXI Rear Admiral Whiting, Francis E. M.

VIDCE&N (F) Captain Brown, Allen D.
MIAMI Captain Crawford, John G.
BILOLI Captain McGurl, Daniel M.

(c) TU 38.2.3 Screen Unit Captain Womble, John P., Jr.
DESRON 52 Captain Womble, John P., Jr.

DESDIV 103 less STEPHEN
POTTER Captain Womble, John P., Jr.

THE SULLIVANS, MILLER,
TINGEY (F?), (MEN

DESDIV 104 Captain Kenny, William T.
HICKOX (F), HUNT,
LEWIS HANCOCK, MXARHALL

DESRON 53 Captain Jarrett, Harry B.
DESDIV 105 less BENHAM Captain Jarrett, Harry B.

HALSEY POWELL (F),
CUSHING, CCLAHAN,
UHLMANN

DESDIV 106 Captain Tompkins, Benjamin F.
YARNALL (F), TWINING,
STOCK HAM, %DDMIBURN

*Admiral William F. Halsey, Jr..(6ý143RPI.TF-r)embarice
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(3) TG 38.3 Rear Admiral Sherman, Frederick C.

(a) T) 38.3.1 Carrier Unit Rear Admiral Sherman, Frederick C.
CAMDIV 1 less ENTEMRISE,
OWPENS, plus LEXINGTON,
PRINCETON, LANGLEY Rear Admiral Sherman, Frederick C.

ESSEX (;FF) Captain Weiber, Carlos W.
CVG 15 (54 VF, 25 VB,
1S VT) Co-mander McCampbell, David

LEXINGTON (FFFF)* Captain Litch, Ernest W.
CVG 19 (36 VF, 30 VB,
18 VT) Commander Winters, Theodore H., Jr.

PRINCLTON Captain Buracker, William H.
CVLG 27 (23 VF, 9 VT) Lieutenant Commander Bardshar,

Frederic A.
IANLE Captain Wegforth, John F,

CVLG,44 (23 VF, 9 VT) Commander WordeUl, Malcolm T.

(b) TU 38.3.2 Heavy Support
Unit ReAr Admiral Hanson, Edward W.
BATDIV 8 less INDIANA Rear Admiral Davis, Glenn B.

MASSACHUSETTS (F) Captain Warlick, William W.
BATDIV 9 less ALABAMA Rear Admiral Hanson, Edward W.

SOUTH DAKOTA (FF) Captain Riggs, Ralph S.

(c) TU 38.3.3 Light Support
Unit Rear Admiral DuBose, Laurence T.
CRJDIV 13 less BILOXI Rear Admiral DuBose, Laurence T.

SANTE FE (FF) Captain Wright, Jerauld
BIRMINGHAM Captain Inglis, Thomas B.
MOBILE Captain Miller, Christopher C.
RE•O Captain Alexander, Ralph C.

(d) TU 38.3.4 Screen Unit Captain Wilkinson, Edwin R.
DESDIV 99 Captain Wilkinson, Edwin R.

CIARENCE K. BRONSON (FF),
OOTTEN, DORTCd, GATLING,
HEALY

DESRON 55 Captain Jarrell, Albert E.
DESDIV 109 Captain Jarrell, Albert E.

PORTERFIELD (FF),
CALLAGHAN, CAS.SIN YOUNG,
IRWIN, PRESTON

DFLDIV 110 less
FRITCHMT Commander Edsall, Warren R.

LAWS (F), IC*G3I1AW,
MORRi SCS

*7Vice ral Mare A. Mitecher IF 311 emb e



(4) TG 38.4* Rear Admiral Davison, Ralph E.

(a) TU 38.4.1 Carrier Unit Rear Admiral Davison, Ralph E.
CABDIV 2 loss WANCOM Rear Admiral Davison, Ralph E.

FRANKLIN (FFF) Captain Shoemaker, James M.
UYG 13 (:34 VF, 27 V)3,
18 VT) Commiander Kibbe, Richard L.

SAN JACINTO Captain Martin, Harold M.
CVYG 51 (22 VF, 9 VT) Commander Moore, uharles L., Jr.

(1) TU 38.4.11 Rear Admiral Sallada, Harold L.
ENTBRSE (F) Captain Glover, Cato D.

CVG 20 (30 VF, 17
VB, 18 VT) Commander Smith, Daniel F., Jr.

BELLEAU WOOD Captain Perry, .JohnCVLG 21 ( 23 VF,9 VT) Commander Casey, Vincent F.

(b) TU 38.4.2 Light Support
Unit Rear Admiral Joy, Charles T.
CRUDIV 6 less MINNEAPOLIS,
SAN FRANCISCO Rear Admiral Joy, Charles T.

WICHITA (F) Captain Spencer, Douglas A.
NEW ORLEANS Captain Hurff, Jack E.

(c) TU 38.4.3 Screen Unit Captain Long, Victor D.
DESRON 6 Captain Long, Victor D.
DESDIV 11 less CRAVER Captain Long, Victor D.

MAURY (FF), CRIDLEY,
HELM, MC CALL

UDSDIV 12 Captain Poehlmann, Karl F.
MUGFORD (F), RALPH TALBOT,
PATTERSON, BAGLEY

DESDIV 24 less GRAYSON Captain Greenacre, Alvord J,
WILKES, NICHOLSON,
SWANSON (F)

DESDIV 100 Captain Miller, Wallace J.
COGS&EL (F), CAPERTONI,
INGERSOLL, KNAPP

(d) TU 38.4.4 Heavy Support,
Unit Vice Admiral Lee, Willis Ao

(CC4BATPAC)
BATDIV 6 less NORTH
CAROLINA, plus ALABAMA Vice Admiral Lee, Willie A.

(CLABATPAC)
WA3HINGTON (FFF) Captain Cooley, Thomas R.
ALABAMA Captain Murphy, Vincent R.

SAct ion Report Cu 3$.J.27COCRUDi7 6,Operatiorx with TO _8.4 for the

periods October 21st - 31st, 1944, "ia10065, No-ember 6th, 1944.
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(5) 'TY 34 Heavy Surface Striking
Force* Vice Admirel Lee, Willis A., Jr.

(a) TG .34.1 Battle Line Vice Admiral Lee, Willis A., Jr.

(1) TU 34.1,I Rear Admiral Badger, Oscar C.
RATDIV 7 Rear Admiral Badger, Oscar C.

IOWA (F) Captain McCann, Allan R.
NEW J1L9EY (FFlFF)** Captain Holden, Carl F.

(2) TU 34.1.2 Rear Admiral Davis, Glenn B.
BATDIV 8 Rear Admiral Davis, Glenn B.

MASSACHUSETTS (F) Captain Warlick, William W.
WASHINGTON (FFFF)*** Captain Cocley, Thomas R.

(3) TU 34.1.3 Rear Admiral Hanson, Edward W.
BATDIV 9 Rear Admiral Hanson, Edward W.

SOUTH DAKOTA (F) Captain Riggs, Ralph S.
ALABAMA Captain Murphy, Vincent R.

(b) TG 34.2 Right Plank Rear Admiral Whiting, Francis E. X.

(1) TU 34.2.1

(2) TIJ 34ý2.2 Rear Admiral Whiting, Francis E. H,
CRUDIV 14 leas
VICKSBURG, HOUSTON,
plus BILOXI Rear Admiral Whiting, Francis E. M.

VINCaEMS (FF) Captain Brown, Allen D.
MIAKI Captain Crawford, John G.
BILOXI Captain McGurl, Daniel 4.

(3) TU 34.2.3 Captain Wi]kinaor, Edwin R.
DESDIV 99 Captain Wilkinson, Edwin R.

CLARENCE L. BRCNiSON (F),
COTTEN, DOIaCH, GA'rLING,
HEALY

(4) TU 34.2.4 Captain Kenny, William T.
DESDIV 104 less
MAfi6HALL Captain Kenny, William T.

HIOKOX (F), HUNT,
LE'WI3 HANCOCK

Since TF 34 and TG 34.5 were mdb effective October 25th, the tentative task
organization for the3e groups as issued by ComaeAder Battleships Pacific Fleet
in Ct•BATPAC Operation Order No. 13-44, Addendum No. 1, Serial 0(XYO, October
16th, 1944, is included herewith. The actual organization madu effective
October 25t~h differed somewhat from the above crganization.

** Admiral William f. Haisey, Jr.. (C(AM3RDFLT) embarked.

S Vice Adairal W1lfla A. Lee (CtMBATFAC & CTF 34) embarked.
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I (a) ?G 34.3 Center

(d) TG 34. Left Plank Rear Admiral Saith, Allan 1.

(1) TI) 34.4.1. User Admiral Smith, Allen E.
CRUDIV 5 Roar Admiral Smith, Allan Z.
cHmmg (F) captain Hartley1 Hanry

(2) U34.

(3) U 344.3Captain Rape, Carl F.

(eIT 34.9 Supporting Carrier

(1)mra ader 34-9.r CarerUi

Pk~rZOK, AGLE CmAndmira Shagr, Willam H. r

(2) To34.9. Carrir Un,

SON, BM CatainHoihlden, Carl F.
R5thH thTALBOTvet~e

(6) G 3.5 pecil Goup Roa Adira 000ge 0,OcrC

Sine T 34andTG 4.5wer mae efeciveOcobrga25ith, thde errotaive te

16th 194, I inlude heewit. Te acualorganization.md fetv



(b) TU 34.2.2 Rear kdmiral Whiting, Francis E.M.
CRUDIV 14 less VIMSBURG,
HOUSTI*, plus BILOXI Rear Admiral Whiting, Francis E.X.

VINCENNES (F) Captain Brown, Allen D.
MIAMI Captain Crawford, John G.
BI=OX Captain IMcaurl, Daniel M.

(c) TU 34.2.3 Captain Wilkinson, Edwin R.
DISDIV 99 Captain Wilkinson, Edwin R.

CLARENCE K. BRONSON (F),
COTTEN, DORTCH, GATLING,
HEALY

(d) TU 34.9.2 Carrier Unit TW[
1 CVL

DESDIV 12 less PATRSPN,
BAMMEY Captain Poehlmann, Karl F.

MUGFORD fF), RALPH TALBOT

(b) TG 30.3 Rear Admiral Wiltse, Lloyd J.

(1) TU 30.3.1 Towing Unit Rear Admiral Wiltse, Lloyd J.
BOSTON (FF) Captau, Herrmann, Ernest E.
HOUSTOC (NURRENT-7UNI toving)*Captaia Behrens, William W.
CANBE.ZRA (ATR 50-WATCH HIf.LL
towing)* Captain Early, Alexander R.

DISDIV 92 less BRADFORD, BROWN,
plus BURNS, ILL, CHARRRETTE Captain Sweetser, Willard M.

BOYD (F), COWELL, BURNS,
SBEL, CHARRETTE
DMS TREVER

(2) TG 30.7 Hunter-KJller Group Captain Saunders, William V.

CVE HOGGATT BAY (FF) Captain Saunders, William V.
DE's BEBAS (F), SEID,
STEELE, SAMUEL S. MILES

(c) TG 30.5 Air Search and Reconnais-
sance Coinodore Ketcham, Die, ell

(1) TU 30.5.1 Seaplane Squadrons
and Tenders Kossol Passage Captain Goodney, Willard K

CHANDELEUR (F), POOOMOKE,
MAKINAC, YAKUTAT
VPB 16 (13 PBM) Lieutenant Commander Scarpino,

William J.
VPB 202 (13 Ps'M) Commander Leeman, Robert W.
VPB 21.6 (14 P m) Commander Cook, Harry E., Jr.
VHIl Detachment (5 PjH')

* COMCRUDIV 10 Report of Salvage of USS CANBERRA and U$S HOUSTON, Serial 0032,
Nove•iher 30th, 1944.
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(2) TU 30.5.2 Seapl.ne Srnuadrmns
and Tenders, Saipan Commander Lyons, Raymond R.

KENNETH WHITING (F),
COOS BAY, $SELIKOF
VPB 4 (16 PB2Y) Lieutenant Commander Curtis,

Frederick L.
VPB 18 (12 P]B4) Liekuternant Cozmaarnder Brower,

Charles M.ý, USNR
VH 1 Det&acjeent (5 PBM)

(3) TU 30.5.3 Lid Plarg Search

Group Tinian Comrander Rigsbee, Everett C., Jr.
VWS 102 (15 PB4Y) Lieutenant Commander Pearson,

Gerald R•, USNR
VPB 116 (15 PB4Y) Commander Gumz, Donald G.
VB 117 (15 PB4T) Commander Rigsbee, Everett 0., Jr.
VPB 150 (16 PV) Companer Riddell, Roltvrt S.
VPB 151 (15 PV) CcnmrJnder Masterton, Paul

(4) TU 30.5.4 Seaplane, and Tender
Detachment Ulithi Captain McLean, Gordon A.

HAMLIN (F)
CASCO
ONSLOW
VPB 17 (13 Phti) Lieutenant Commander Kiehner,

Kenneth A., USNR

(d) TG 30.8 Fleet Oiler ana Transport

Carrier Group Captain Acuff, Jasper T.

7 CVE, 6 DD, 15 DE, 24 AO

(2) TF 59 Shore-Based Aircraft, Forward
Area, Central Pacific Major General I1ale, Willis H., (AC)

USA
(a) TG 59.1 Marianas Air Defense Brigadier General Gushmma, Thomas

Com•nand J., USM C

318th Fighter Group (82 VF)
Detachment 6th Night Fighter Squadron (6 VF(N))
Detachment 28th Photographic 1,econnaissance Sqluadron (4 F!;B)

(2) Marine
IMF 216, 217, 225, 321 (82 VF)
VW4F(N) 534, (14 vF(N))
VO.Tb 131, 242 (40 VTH)
VMO I, 2, (20 VO)

(b) TG 59,2 Bomber Commriand Bric'adier Genqeral Landon, Trcuritn
1., (AC)USA

Aim_
30th, 494th Bomber Grtups (109 VPH)

-- 881 OEjwni



(c) TG 59.5 Transport Air Group Colon&1. McQuade, Thomas J., USMC

Barine
"IMR253 (16 VR)

(d) TG 59.6 Garrimn 1R'orce Western Major General Moore, James T., USK.
Caroliaes

(1) TU 59.6.2 Air Defense Command Colonel Bailey, Caleb T., U[•CPalau3

(a) AM
Detachment 28th Photographic Recornaissance Squadron (3 F5B)

(b) M
VHF 11-4, 1i"2 (42 VF)
VMF(N) 541 (13 VF(N))
VHTh 1-34 (k24 VTB ý

(b) TY 17 Subviarine Force, Pacific Fleet Vice Admiral Lockwood, Charles A.
Jr.

(1) Tv 17.1 EIpire Patrol Group

(a) On Patzol, Singlz Submarines
iPWRFISH, STEP.LEr, SAURY, SEA DOG,
TAMBOR, GREENLING, APOGON, SNOOK,
SFA FOX, FTLLFISA{, SEAL, GABILAN

(, ")ri Patrol, CoordirAteC Attack Groups

(1) TG 17.]' Comiander B3] Lely, Edward N.
SiARK (F), SEADRArmN, RULCKFISH

(2) TG 17.14 Coirmnander Lee. Jobn E.
SGROAKFR (F), PhRCH

(0) T" 17.15 Comi•ander Banister, Alan b.
SAW'.ISH (F), ICIFISH, DRUM

(4) TG 17.17 Conmindei Wcgan, Thomas L.

(5) TG 17.19 Commander Coye, John S., Jr.
SILJohnDE (F, Jr.d~i}:•

SALMON, TANG

(c) rouLe Patrol.

(1) SJE41 ngle u1Ph4fLnes

KINGFISH, PI]BYTISH, .5ARG0
f•5cY, DJ1ir"JAG, SCAMIR
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1 (2) Coordinte tt;E: Z T ;mA (

(a) G 1.12Comuandwe Roach, John P.

(b) TG 17.16 Commander Clarey, Bern~ard A,

(d) En route Ekase
ASPHO* SNAPPER, TTILMlH, SE&WXaM,
3M& DEVI]., WHALE., PARCME, SAWLFIS&I,
BONMfSH, BARBEL., SK(ATE

(2) TO 17.2 Mandiate Patrol Group

(a) or Patrol

OHINA-BUB)(-INDIA TIHiATER* General Stilwell, Joseph W., USA

(a) FOXUREMhMTI Air Force Major General C~hennault, Claire
L., (AC) USA

308th Heavy Lomb Groun (26 B-24, 20 LAB-214 )
341dr. Medivv &uob Group (23 E-2?5)
51st Fighter (GMW (55 P-40, 19 P-51)
23v-d Fit Group (47 P-.40, 25 P-51)

(b' ?W91JTIEN. Bomber Co~wmarx Kajor General Lel~ay, Curtis E.,
(AG) USA

FIMT-EIGHTH PoMb) Wing"*
40th BomJb Group (35 B.-29) Colonel Blanchard, William H.,

(AC) USA
44.4th B3omb aroup (35 B-29) Colonel Rarvtey, Alva. L., (AC.) USA
462nd Bomb Grou~p (34 B-29) Colonel Kalberer, Alfred F.,
468th Bomb Group (36 5-29) Colonel Faulkner,, Ted S.,,(AC) USA

*Data regarding the organization, disposition anid strenrtli of China-based
Allled Air Forces supportinig the Leyte cam,,;aign was obtained from the
folJWi1xkR SOUr'CeS:
(1) Letters from the Direct~or, Library Division, USAF Air University to

Presidmnt) Naval War Colleg~e, N~ovember 8th, 1950 and February 23rd, 1951,
(2) Letter from the Research Studic-s Institute, 'SA1W Air University to

1lez3ident,' Naval War Col-lege, November 3rd, 1952.
(3) TJW1M1I Mboyber Commnand Tactical Hiasione Reports Nos. 1, 10, 12.,

October 14th, 16tlh, 17th, 1941,.
**Headquarte:-~ discontinued October 12th, 1944.
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AEPENDIX XI

ORWANIZATION OF OBINED FLEET

I0M2 OCTOBER 21HP

BA".TE FOR LEYTE GULF

OCWWER IN CHIEF FL3B. E IET Admiral Toyoda, Soemu

(a) Main Force Vice Admiral Ozawa, Jisaburo

CAFWIV 3 Vice Admiral Ozawa, Jisaburo
CV ZUIKAKU (FFP) Rear Admiral Kaizuka, Takeo*

CVL ZUIHO Captain Sugiura, Kuro
CVL SHITOSE Captain Kishi, Yoshivuki
CVL CHIYODA Captain Jo, Eiichiro
Air Group 601, elemnts of

653, elements of

CARDIV 4 Rear Admiral Mateuda, Chiaki
BB/XCV HYUrA (F) Rear Admiral Nomura, Tomekichi*
BB/XCV ISE Rear Admiral Nakase, Noboru*
XCV JUNYOI* Captain Shibuya, Harumi
CVL RYUHO** Captain lyatsuura, Yoshi
Air Group 634**

DESRON 10, elements of Captain Amano, Shigetaka
DLSDIV 41 less FUYUZUKI Captain Wakita, Kiichiro

)DD SHIMOTSUKI
DESDIV 61 less SUZUTSUKI Captain Amano, Shigetaka

DDes HATSUZUKI (F), AKITSUKI,
WAKATSUKI

CORThON 31, elements of Rear Admiral Edo, Heitaro
CL OYODO (FF) Captain Mudaguchi, Kakuro
C. ISUZU Captain Mateuda, Gengo

DESDIV 43, elements of
MAKi, KTHI. KUWA

DESRON 11. Rear Admiral Takama, Tamotsu
CL TAM (F) Captain Yamamoto, Iwata
DD's SUCI, MOMI,** KAYA

KASHI HINOKI (FI•

931st Air Group, elements of

*- Promoted to Rear Admiral October 15th. 1944.
*W Did not sortie with Main Force.

cutri's probable that no elements of Air Group 634 were embarked in CA•r)IV's
3 0 4 since all. of then had been transferred to the 6TH Base Air Force.
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Supply Force, ain Force*
UAO JIMK MWW

XAO TAKM MAW
DD AKIKAZE
Escort Vessels 22, 29, 31, 33, 43, 132

(b) FIRST Striklng Force Vice Admiral Kurita, Takeo

rM sect~on Vice Admiral Kurita, Takeo

BATDIV 1 Vice Admiral Ugaki, Matose
BB YAMATO (FFF)I** Rear Admiral Morishi÷a, Nobuei**
BB MUSASHI Rear Admiral T-okuchi, Toshihei**
B NMAGATO Rear Admiral Kobe, Yuji**

CRIAIV 4 Vice Admiral Kurita, Takeo
CA ATAGO (FF)*** Rear Admiral Araki, Tsuto**
CA TAKAO***** Captain Onoda, Sutejiro
CA CHOKAI***** Captain Tanaka, Jyo
CA MAYA****•** Captain Oe, Ranji

CRUDIV 5 less MOGAMI Vice Admiral Hashimoto, Shintaro
CA MYOKO (F) Rear Admiral Ishihara, Itsu**
CA HACtJRO Ciptain Sugiura, Kajyu

DESWAN 2 loss SHIGURE, KIYOSHIMO Rear Admiral Hayakawa, Mikio
CL NOSHIRO (F) Captain Kajiwara, Sueyoshi
DD SHIMAKAZE

DESDIV 2 less KYOSHIMO Captain Shiraishi, Nogoyoshi
DD's HAUASHIMO, AKISHIMO

DEWDIV 31 Captain Fukuoka, Tokujiro
DD's KISHINAMIK NAGANAMII,**t*4*-

OKINAMI, ASASHJIO********

DESDIV 32 Captain Oshima, Ichitaro
DD's HAM4MI, FUJINAMI

SECOND Section Vice Admiral Suzuki, Yoshio

BATDIV 3 Vice Admiral Suzuki, Yoshio
BB KONGO (F?) Rear AdmL val Shimazakil, Tohio**
BB HARUWA Rear Admiral Shigenaga, Kazue**

* Did not sortie with Main Force.
** Promoted to Rear Admiral October 15th, 1944.

Became Force Flagship after sinking of ATAGO.
Sunk 230653, October 1944.
Damaged and dropped out 230634, October 194.

*** Assigned to CRUDIV 5 by 13T Striking Force Dispatch 230739.
*Suk 230700, October 1944.

•*****•* Screen for TUAJ(O, 1ST Striking Force Dispatch ?3103., October 3944.
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CRUDIV 7 Vice Admiral Shiraishi, Kazutaka,
CA KMANO (F) Captain Hitami,. Soichiro
CA SUZUYA Captain Tersaoka, M!asao
CA TOM Captain Mayusiui, Hamo
CA CHKWIUA Captain Morlmitau, Sal ji

DMOU 101less DMSDIV~s 4s 41, 61,
FlwJ NOWAKI, KIYOSRIMO Rear Admiral Kimura,, Suasiw

M YAHIAGI Captain loshlimura, Matake
DD'ea "(AVI, KIYOSHIMO

WMSIV 17 Captain Tanli, Tamotsu
DD'sa URA&AZE (F), HAMAKAZZ,

TUKIKAZE wS1aun

THIRD S"Uton Vice Admiral Nishimura, Shoji

BATDIV 2 Vice Admiral Nishimura, Shoji
BB YAMASHIRO FF Rear Admiral Shinoda, Kateukiyo*
BB FUSO Rear Admiral- Ban, lMasaini*

CA I4OGAMI Captain Toma, Ryo

DESDIV 14 loes NCOdAKI, plus SHIGURE Captain Takahashi, Kameshiro
ijD' MICHISHIO (F), ASAGUMO, YAMAGUMO,

SI{LGURE

Service Force

FTnST 3tipply Force

I{AK-KO MARt]
IT$LJKUSHIMA MARI)
WE~IJ MARt]
NIPPO MARt]
rMUROSAN M4ARUJ
CHIBURI**
YURIz3HIMA
Escort No. 19

SECOND Supply Force

* Promnoted to Rear Admiral October 15th, 1944.
E*1~cort fu.: TAKAO, Comwnander 1ST S3trikinig Force Dispat~ch 230905, 0Or 'oher 19414.
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(c) Advanoed Expeditionary Force Vice Admiral Hiva, Shigeyoshi

FIRT Submarinu Force Vice Admiral 3iwa, Shigeyoshi

A Submarine Division
1-26, I-45, 1-53, 1-54, 1-56

B Submarine Division
1-38, 1-41, 1-46, RO-41, RO-43, RO -46

C Subrine Division
HO-109, R0-112

UAS TSW(USHI HARU

(d) Southwest Area Force Vice Admiral Mikava, Gunichi

(1) SECOND Striking Force Vice Admiral Shima, Kiyohide

2RUDIV 21 Vice Admiral Shima, Kiyohide
CA MACKI (FFF) Captain Kanooka, Empei
CA ASHIGARA Captai, Miura, Hayeo

DESRON 1 Rear Admiral Kimura, Masatomi
CL ABIL1MA (FF) Captain Hanada, Takuo

DESDIV 7 Commander Iwagami, Jiichi
DD's AKEBONO (F), USHIO

DESDIV 18 Captain Inoue, Yoshio
DD's KASUMI, SHIRANUiI (F)

DESDIV 21 Commander Ishii, Hisashi
DD's WAKABA (F), HATSUSHIMO,

HATSUHARU

CRUDIV 16 less KITAGAMI* Vice Admiral Sakonju, Naomasa
CA AOBA•* Captain Yamazumi, Chusaburo
CL KINU Captain Kawasaki, Harumi
DD URANAMI

(2) SIXTH Base Air Force Vice Admiral Fukudome, 6higeru

(a) Western Attack Force ZIhO Vice Adm--ai Fukudome, Shigeru
(b) Western Attack Force ONE Vice Admiral Yamada, Sadayoshi
(c) Western Attack Force TWO Rear Admiral Kikuchi, Tomozo
(d) Western Attack Force Tit*! Rear Admiral Joshima, Takatsugu
(e) Western Attack Force F(WJK Major General Yamamato, Kenji

* Assigned to cowrterlanding operations4.
* Torpedoed 230425 October 1944 and did not sortie with reamaining ships.
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(3) Ph~ipine Fores Vice Admiral Klikawa,, Ounichi

31st Special Bare Force (M~anila) Rea~r Adriral Arima, Kaoru
32nd Special 16se Force (Davv) Rear Advdiral Doi, NIaoharu
33rd Special Base Force (Cebu) Rear Admiral Hakx'da, Kaica
954th AL'- Group Gonwuander Kakagou"e, Yoshiiuasa
955th Air Group Comnmander Imagava, Puicuo
Attached Forces 3rd Southern
Expeditioniary F1.~t

(4) THIRD Base Air ForcA Vice Ad~ira1 tMikcaw, Gunichi

28th Air Flotilla Rear Mudmral Koguze, Gunji
381st .Air Group Qiptain Nakajima, Oaizo

(5) FIFTH b~ase Air Force Vi(ce A~dmimir kOniehi., Takijiro

23rd Air Flotilla (North of
Australia Air Base Unit) Rear Adzd~ra1 frt-,nkawa, T&nteu
26th Air Flotilla (Phil ipp ine
Air Base Unit)*
61st Air Flotilla (West Caroline Vice Admiral UVno., K,ýNlo
Air Base Unit)
1,53rd Air Group CaLptain Takahah, NtAbus ichl.
2:)lst Air Group Gaptalr( Yamamo~to,* Sak-ýw
761st Air Group~ Oaptaisv Maeda, Koeii
1021st Air Group '!%pairl KtXt~o, Wirnkv

3319t Air Group ~ ~ ~n$~dH ~

CORTROK 31, elemnents, of

L 'ISDIV 130 less AKIIWEI
IJZUKJ.,$ YIIZUKX1

DESDIV )4,'3 eloamnt o

933r\1 Air- Grvup Cpa Mita, w"

752nd A~r Gxvuv, elements of
762nd Ai r ChýAup
80O1st Air Oxrovxp, elenxinta s
71,h if#%i" Bomber Regeiri-ent (Arvq)
9~th fleavy bom~ber Reg~i~ett (Arnkurgý

WJ'x tkmorarý7Iy kky iý\ 5ePAO!` Offt'.r M'tk.'r lo~ath ofr 14-ir Admi rA, Arllw
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AMAAD SIARPACN OPSUTIONS

ALAS OF RE5PCO8IBILITY

(1) Ar&• of Responsibility for Air Operations. (Plate ALIII)

The araws of responsibllity for air operations during the early
phase* of the LreU operation st4ea, for the most part, from the assigned
tasks of thg various foreka conoerned rather than fras any well-defined
geogriaphical boimbuft~es.

In general, areas of air rPev slbility were as follows:*

(a) W. OLSC

Ex=Iuvi' of searches, and wA-1,1 lax4dbase4 bombers wer
estblished on Korotai; the Sulu Archipeigo, and the Ktidanao areasouth of lxltitwie WO - 451N.,

(b) GcKTHIRDPLT

The Philippine Island area, exclusive of MWndanao and the

ý'ilu Archipelag .

The Layte-S&.i.r area, in coordination with the THD Fleet,.

Armas of responsibiA ,.ty for air operations, and the coordination
arr&n.emente between the v'aions air forces, are discussed in more
detatU. below:

ahe area refsponslibiiity for GAAF SO*;5PAC was two-fold. First,he 'had a rtrziponsibil1ity .for. long-r'ange search and reconnaissance in
ftct:•oxxiac~e with cur.r•ent plays,t3 Second~ly, he had an attack and

ncutralization remponsibili.ty

(1) Loen•f•w'•,gi Searr.h •nd Reconnaissance.

CAAF •Oi.PAC's area of long-range search and reconnaissance,
flown by Navy PBO,3ys troz Owi, uynder the operational control. of C.G. FIFTH

* CANF ~3 5•0~�r•..�, t'.e.tlon Plan No. 13-4,4, Serial 00022A, September -- ,

19~4J, AppeadIx &X to A U C.
SCL-AP C •,, Oiper."ti ons 1nntnrctions No, 71, September 24th, 194; CAAF
S ICW,,PA\C (kt-',Aiovk1 it-tructions (Revised) No. 71/1 October 4th , 194.
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Air Foave, was established by Search Pl an Easy. This area was extended
upon cmaincing Seam-h Plan Fox (Plate xIV), from Moretai on October 19th.
Thuw,, the iwtent of his search and recoruaissance responsibility was
defined by tht limits of these two search plans. Ia addition, Biak-based
XB-2P4' conducted night searches over the Sulu Sea an.d Morotai-based
PBY's wAde night sarches and attacks along the northeastern shores of
Borneo as far north as Sandakan.

(2) Attack and Neutralisation.

In regard to neutralisation and attack CAAF S(*ESPAC was
assigned the follUwing tasks: (2) neutralize hostile air forces and
destroy enemy shipping in the Mindanao area south of Latitude 08 - 45'N,
ccm•encing on D-1O; (b) when heavy bombers were established on Morotai
extend noutrslizuation to the Visayas, exclusive of Leyte and Samar, and
upon departure of the escort carriers (TG 77.4) extend the Visayas area
of neutralization to include Leyte and Samar; (c) destroy enemy shipping
and neutralize hostile air forces in the Celebes Sea, the Sulu
Archipelago and northeastern Borneo area-,; (d) initiate strikes against
the Brunei area of Borneo at the earliest practicable date; (e) upon
the establishament of fighter aircraft on Leyte relieve the carrier-based
air forces of respo -sibiLity for local protection and close air support
of ground forces in the objective area.

CCKTHIRDFLT

C(W4HIFRDFLT' s area of responsibility for air and surface
operations in support of KING II was as follows:*

(1) Air Operations.

(a) Search and Reconnaissance:

(1) Conduct long-range daylight searches from Kossol
Passage as indicated in Annex A of this Appendix, employing aircraft
from TG 30.5. In addition, conduct periodic carrier-based air searches
as deemed necesttry.

I i, ttackk:

i h maxixmi offensive strikes, employing land-
based aircra 4 TF 51 ainst targets in the Volcano and Bonln
1.,qnds, U-.I.: * -1L and ) d-y." to prevefnt enemy air observation of
TV 0 'Y-ek liL3 A Uli AUl

( cl;C wv c fr air strikes against (a) Okinawa on
. (t F a D-1 -aid D-6 days, and (c) Philippines

"Ah h k 4p,- Ip•,>lago commencing D-4 day.

~PrLiPOrk :ý- No. 1 cc)KrHN~DFLT Dispatch 031 X5)> 's+ iJ +, :ti"•Lc .. "), G!i"G, a '30.'+) and 30.8:).
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(2) Surface Operations. (Plate XLIII)

THIRDFLT surface units operating in the Visayas area remain
at all times north of Latitude i11 - OOIN while west of Longitudeii 1300 - oo,1E.

CCKSEVENTrILT*

The escort carriers (TG 77.4) of the SEVENTH Fleet were to
provide direct air support to the preliminary landings on Suluan, Dinagat
and Hamonhon Islands commencing on D-3, and the main landings at Leyte
on D-day. In the latter landings, they were to be assisted by the
carrier aircraft of the THRD Fleet, under the coordination control of
0GMSEVENTHFLT. Subsequent to D-day, THIRD Fleet carrier strikes were
to be made as requested and coordinated by CC)4SEVENTHFLT or COMSOWESPAC.

The notice of withdrawal of THIRD Fleet support to KING II after
October 15th, in order to seek an engagement to the north with the
Japanese Fleet, prompted CUISEVENTHFLT to r-dify the scheduled air
strikes by C(MTHIRDFLT against the Visayas by giving responsibility for
these strikes to CTG 77.4 on D-3, D-2 and fl-l, not to interfere With
close air support of the landings,** Thus, Lhe air responsibility of
CTG 77.4 was extended from the Luyte-Samar area to the other islands
of the Visayas during this period, and later as required by the
tactical situation.

"CSEVENTHFAT exercised, through his Commander Support Aircraft,
direct operational control of al1 aircraft in the objective are& (Leyte-
Samar area) from the tiawe of the arrival of his escort carriers off
Leyte (October 17th) until he was relieved of this function by CAAF
SCAFSPAC (October Z•th) Axerx the FOMtY-NINTH Fighter Gr-up was Landed
at Tacioban airstrip. All air target assignments were ýde by CLi4US(ESPAC
or C(0K9EdNT&FLT. Air operations by land and carrier-bused aircraft
were coordinated oy CC9lSOWIPAC.

-9 CANi' LAJW1.AI'AC (e.ration Mani No, 13-44, 4;exlal 0(iXXX2ýAy ý.itptemiber' 2thth,
194•5, Appemlli 6 to Annex G.

"9 CI'F 77 Dispatch 1i0.i4Q2 October 1941,4, to C( if(.NV, PAC), CfNCP()A, etc.

S• . . . . ... . . > ,,09 1



'HA

r4

d ac
-A 0' 4

4a 4A.-C~

0A 0 0 04d 414

0 H o 1 $ 0

Oed O 00 F-4 F-

1 44 r - -

4J.

C)C

4) 0 A .

--! 1 114 -H4

,e 0 0 0 0 a-n. 0. .

CUO 
N

.... ------- ~



3 S)

4"4

~4 f
-4 P4 1.4 -4.4to IL cZ

43 r-

ý4
":w 4-

0.54 1) 5 -A
04 0 0ti

be .0

')39



0:

"014 94 t

0~ -f- do

-%04lot)

PL. A - -

I) -i Aco E04 U0 rR 4 f

W. 000 t.) 0) p. R.

0 0109 C C

cD 0.4 g

14 *3 43 43 +.. 4-3 4L% Cl. 1l .



-.-

APPENDIX VI

Allied Cou=nrdcations Arngements. CINCPOAI

CaKSOWESPACO CC00HIRDFLT, and COMSEVENTHFLT.

(PateI ) A and

Communications between the various naval forces involved in the
Leyte operation derived basically from USF 70A. From this basic
publication, CAN? SOWESPAC evolved his Conmunication Plan No. 3-44,
which went into effect September let, 1944. Communications for
Pacific Ocean Area unite and commands were based on CENTCCO TWO
(Central Pacific Area Communication Plan and Doctrine), publishqd by
CINCPOA April 15th, 1944. Both of these communication plans remained
in effect for the duration of the Leyte Operation.

Arrangements for joint momrunications between the various Allied
Army, Navy and Air Forces involved were made at Hollandia during the
pre-invasion conferences, and were included in Annex FIVE to GHQ
SONESPAC Operations Instructions No. 70, September 21st, 1944; HQ,
SIXTH Army Field Order 25, September 23rd, 1944, and other applicable
instructions and orders as necessary for joint action.

The communications net :in existence at the time of thc Leyte
operation is indicated by Plates XLIV A and B. Tnis nm•twerk
linked the comnanders and forces of POA and SOW"kFA, and also C(P-.
NAVGRPCHINA. The various circuits are described and discussed
under the following categories:

(1) PeA Communicationis

(a) High Cormand Ship-Shore Circuit (4295 kcs series),
Circuit #1.

This circuit provided direct and rapid cc.aunication
betwben GWTHIRUFLT and CINCPOA. It wa, guardied by CINCPOA during
Fsrids of rlot. operations and was used for communications of ais feetcondehs

hLAhr'vt1 nature betweena his headquarterta and h~is f1e~et commanders.It wa-, also used by CO'Th[1DFLT a& a command chaunel to communicate
with lils task fo,-ce anC task grout) cormmanders In addition, this

• ~circv..Lt was guard}ed by CT'F 77 arw provided t.iat cuumander with a
:+*quick anti ready seall, Or Keep-IDg hiMSelf advisvd of G(M'4TH1RD1?LT' q
Spl•S-, and o-etos hz ~ne orsponodled to the SOW3PAl/C

% Task Force C(.manders Clr,ýult.,

(b) NPK "NER" Fox (,iubrxrine Fox brtotdcut), 4515 kcs,
Circuit #2.

All sub-ariiiei, butzariro coamanders ar*i bases uat(er the
op"ra t ions contr-.)oJ o.' CTF 17 (CG(XfUBWAW) intercepted this c~rcult,
wnich smorved as a (-1'tnu c.haanel. for '",I'F 17.



(W) NPM "HOW" Fox (Honolulu), 4n5 kcs series, Circuit #3.

The "HOW" Fox was broadcast from Radio Honolulu (NPX) and
was intercepted by all ships (except those submarines intercepting
the Submarine Fox) and all flag officers of the THID Fleet. CTF 77
also kept a listening match on this channel. It wmas a scheduled
primary broadcast for transmitting information of a general nature
to all ships, or of particular conceni to an individual ship.

(2) MWAC Comnunications

(a) Task Force Commanders Circuit (4135 kcs series),
Circuit #A.

The 1IWESPAC Task Force Commanders Circuit was simila" to
the POA High Command Circuit, in that it performed in SOWESPAC the
same function that the High ComnMnd Circuit did in POA. It was guarded
by SEVENTH Fleet task force conmanders, and all task group commanders
of TF 77. In addition, it was guarded by Radios Biak, Manus and
Hollandia (the control station). C.G. FIFTH Air Force also guarded
this circuit. It was used for operational traffic only; the doctrine
called for traffic from ships at sea to be handled before that from
tenders and ohore stations.

(b) "BAKERS" Fox (TF 71 Submarines), 4370 kcs, Circuit #5.

The "BAKERS" Fox (Perth) was the primary circuit by which

CTF 71 exercised operational control over his submarines. It was also
used as a secondary broadcast for specially designated unit,- of the
SEVENTV: Fleet operating off the west coast of Australia, in lieu of
the "BELLS" Broadcast,

(c) "BELLS" Fox (Belconnen), Circuit #6.

The "BFUln" Pa was the primary SEVENTH Fleet broadcast
for operational traffic. It was Intercepted by all ships SOW SPAC,
and by Radios Hollandia and YAnus. Radio Hollandia was the guard
station for Biak (C.G. FIFTH Air Force) -ad addressed traffic to that
base. This broadcast was also intercepted by all task force, base
and independent unit commanders of THIRD Fleet forces operating in
support of CQMSOWSPAC operations.

(d) MAWUS Fox, Circuit #7.

The MANUS Fox was t,%e secondary SEVENTH Fleet broadcast.
It was used for passing operational and adndnistrativY. traffic to
task force comrander3, naval bases and other specifically d0siKnated
units. AXl general messages, including baepgrams, were broadcast on
this circuit. They were intercepted by all task force comawaers
and 17 the radio stations at Hollandia arod Biak (guard station for
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Noeomfoor and Sannapor). THIRD Fleet task force commanwders also intercepted

this broadcast.

(3) Cogan CIMPOA-2MOM AC Channels

(a) Belconnen-Honolulu, Circuit #8.

This circuit provided for direct communication between
Belconnen and Honolulu, and was duplex when required. It was !Unked
to the Headquarter* of CCHBOWESPAC, CANF SOWESPAC and CAAF SOWSPAC
at Hollandia from Belconnen by circuit Service #68.

(b) Mfnus.-Honolulu Circuit (Duplex) Circuit #12.

The Wanus-Honolulu circuit provided a direct communication
link for point-to-point radio traffic between Manus (NTF) and Honolulu
(1PM). It was a duplex (transmit and receive at sa& time) circuit,
employing six different frequencies (three for transmitting and three
for receiving).

(c) Allied Operational Intelligence Circuit (4385 kcs series),
Circuit #9.

The Allied Operational Intelligence Circuit, with terminal
stations at Guam, Saipan, Peleliu, Biak, Morotai, Darwin, ana Marius,
was established Zor the purpose of retransmitting contact and strike
reports from aircraft operating from the various CENTPAC and SO(ESPAC
bases, and for broadcasting other information such as air warnings.
in addition, submarines or surface craft making important contacts
with enemy fleet units were permitted to transmit contacts on this
Qircuit. This wAs an intelligence information circuit between POA
and SOWESPAC forces, and whs intercepted by all force, grc,-r and unit
coommanders of the THIRD and SiEMTH Fleets, in lieu of shore-based
aircraft reconailssance frequencies. RadJo Manus, the control station,
repeated back all transmissions n.ceived over this circuit.

(d) Task Force Commanders CiLcuits (Cirýuits #1 and #W).

The SO•ESPAC Task Force Conmmanders Circuit (Circuit #4)
correspoded to the High Command Circuit for the THIRD Fleet units
(Circuit #1). In the case of the SEVENTH Fleet, Radio Hollandia ws

the control station for the Task Force Commanders Circuit, whereas
the THIRD Fleet Task Force Conmabaders Cir'cuit (High Command Circuit)
was ccntrolled by Radio Honolulu. THIRD Fleet task force, group and
independent uaiit comwanders of forces operating in support of KING Ii
guarded the SOWESPAC Task Forct Co•u•anders Circuit, and CTF 77 guard(*]
the POA Hih C#iommand Cx-cuit (THIRI) Fleet Toask Fcrce Conmanderb
Ci rcuit ).

(e) Fox broadcist.s.

CTF 77 nd !9adio Kvius inttrcepe)i the 014OW' Fox



b•,wdcast m m Fleet primary) tm Radi- Honolulu, All THIFD Fleet
tabi force, Vmup and independent, unit cctm.awderr intercepted the "BUZ"
brwnait (si, Wm Fleet. primary) from Wadio Belconnen, Austr601a. Iin
addition, THURD Yleet task force conm~anert intercepted the Manue Fox
($lVIWTH Klest teco%,AL,*Y).

(f) POA-3S4BPAC Primary Sh.h>-Sore Gircuit (4235 kcs series),

All, vessels of the THIRD and SUVENTH Fleets, including
smibmarine. sod this cirrint to comaw-' ato with shore stations in
the Central Pacific and Sethwest Pacific .4aas. This frequiency wao
gwa-d,9d by Ntadioa Hanolalu, Kum&s, Hollandim., Canberra, and Perth. !':

Although not required by the coamunication plans of COiTTHIRDFLT w4d
CM9SEMK•TIeiLT, it •m the uumal practice for most task force wnd task
group coumvnders to •n•ttor tis circuit so as to obtain early inforwa-
tion, especi&ly in regard to contact reports transitted by PCA or
SOWE0AC stibsrrines, and thereby eliminate the delay invident to
relaying suich esesential information via shore radio atations.

(4)

This cowunication channel vas established when 11 e air searchcs,
by the FORTE•12UTH Air Force over the South China Sea. were commenced on
October 16th, 1944. All Upartant contacts were realyed by COMNAVGFPCHINA
direct to CINCPGA on this ciroult. CINCPOA in turn eealuated the contacts
and rebroadcast them over Radio Honolulu to apprepriate comrwvyiare .

While afloat. vid until the C.2. G%!XTH Army asuvwd conawa '
ashore, the landing forces were unmicr canwand of CTF V7, mho was
aboard the WASATCH. Also aboard this comnwvd ship were the C.G,
"'IXTH JaimV, and a umaJl group of hin operat-ing staff, inc]t•ding the
Signal Officer. Space ahloard the WAKATCH was provided "or a small
SIUM Army Message Center. Essential ar-ry communicati.,.na require
wKtile aflopt was through nav, channels.1

Army radio circuits included three poi-it.-to-poin t circuitm to
Hollandia- one with the TPTH and 1N)URTP>NTH Corps; one with Advance
GHQ, CAAF SOWSPAC and CA.NF SOW.1?3'AC; one to the WASATCH and PCr(h,)
850 (Alternate Coaxmiutdcati..n Vessel).

(6) Conclusions

cGmanications durinu thte !-Ayte operation wr,, on the whole'

i-0J1XTH United itatev krsy, Repurt of1 the Leyte' Offratin, Octoher 17th
Deckewber 2Sth,, 1944,.
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satisfac ory. Howevtr, an unprecedented volume of urgent and operational
priority traffic caused cansiderable delay in transmissions during
critical periods, and in the case of the SEVENTH Fleet, forced the
issuance of an order prohibiting administrative radio traffic and
requiring such traffic to be sent via air mail.*

Considerable difficulty ms experienced in the reception of
major ThIRI Fleet broadcasts in the west and southwest Pacific areas
due to atmospheric conditions and to the long distances involved.
This resulted in &erious jamming of visual and TBS channels between
fleet units in the exchange of information received. Later activation,
in November 1944, of fleet rebroadcasts from PRAdio Guam (NPN) eliminated
these difficulties. In v-iew of the vital importance of these broadcasts
to fleet operations, a higher priority should have been given to the
activation of Radio Quamn (UPhi),**

Although c€naiderable enemy interference wea encountered on ship-
shore frequercies, it did not 2!.ock transmissions on thio circuit.
Nevertheless, there were instancei were enemy Janming retuired that
traffic be sent blind and acknowledged for on Fox schedults .*

Normal ship-shore circuits were heavily loaded with traffic from
various sources. The 4295 kcs series and an additional spot frequency
provided the primary outlets for GOMTHIRDFLT traffic to Honolulu and
Manus. Joint use of the 4295 k.eries by CCMTHBIRDVT and MOMSEVN'TfHFLT
was unsatisfactory, in view of the resulting heavy traffic load. All
traffic originated by ships in company had to be relayed via the
flagshij,. A need was found for additional spot frequencies or series
to be absigned for ship-shore traffit and to be giardod by specified

kil shore stations.**

October 17th - 23rd shows that urgfent dispatches rec_!ired an average

of frot one-half to one hour for delivery to thc &ction addressoe,
provided they were not unduly long and that they did not havee to be
relayed through an iinteorediatt> radio station, in the latter case, an
urgent dispatch required about three hours for delivery. An cperational
priority dispatch required abwut four to mix hours f'or delivery, depend-
ing on the method of transmis-i on employed and traftfic condfitions at the
S time it must be empfhasized tiat (ho abvevC time intorvalr are only
averag 8 and tnat no absolute rule for determining, time requirements
could te established, due to t~he fact that the speed of radio conmmunica-
tions vried according to (a) traffic cond it ijns (usu&a]y heavy during
criticai, periods), (b) method of' tre•nmibs-ion ryployed, (c) atmospheric
cotdjti'ns, (d) effectiveness of -nenmy rn.dto rnterference, and (e)
pmprop i v of radio precedence asaignecl I, •f.l'icerB originatinp dispatches.

" o tjINCiH Pnbiicat1..: C-iU)8, "AmphilbtoiS i4,ci',tAion-vt -- Irvas.oon of the

Phli ppinr~s", Aprii 30rh, 1.914,,.
* r •o-t of the Operations of We:itern "a- f ic Task Forces and ",.HIIkD

K~ei,( .THi1)3FLT Soriai (W85. Janaryu v 2th, 1.'".
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In order to offt'et the factor of delay in receiving information
through relay circUits am! the chain of coumvid, a prudent and alert
cmmander usually intercepted as many frequencies as he deemed important
(wii.hin the lJwsitat.ions of his equipment and personnel) in addition to
those required by the comnunication plan. For instance, CTF 78 guarded
seven circuits not required by the operation plan.* Also, CC1ITHIRDFLT,
through the prior installation of an additional ýen transmitters and
forty-two receivers of various types in the flag cowmnications room
of his flagship, NI& JEM*Y, was able to guard a number of frequencies
in addition to those required by the communication plan, including,
among others: (a) primary ship-shore circuit (two harmonica), (b) SOWESPAC
reconnaissance frequency, (c) NPM "PETER" Fox (TF 17 submarines), and
(d) miscellaneous weather and enemy radio frequencies. All traffic
intercepted, regardless of addressee, was decoded to the capacity of
available facilitieg. In this manner, a considerable amount of important
Information which otherwise woevld not have been received was available
for atrategic and tactical planning. Particularly important was the
inforeatioA obtained on submarine amd ship-shore circuits concerning
movements, sightings and weather, which was not ordinarily passed
along in its entirety in evaluated sunmaries .**

Commauicatioa experience during the Leyte operation demonstrated
the need for the following additional frequencies in future operations:
(a) an OTC Fox circuit, (b) a 200 kcs band .onnecting task force and
task group commanders in the objective area, (c) a common THIRD-SEVENTH
Fleet command channel to provide direct comnunication between fleet,
task force and task group ýc-manders of' the THIRD anI SEVENTH Fleets,
and (d) a circuit network and broadcast facilities for the collection
and. dissemindation of accurate weather information. Practically all
weather data received in the West Pacific was at least twelve hours old,
except that received from cwn forces; in some cases weather reports
were transmitted on already heavily icadec operational circuiti.*

CENTCOM TWO did not provide adequately for a task fleet frequency
plan. This was considered desirable, sioce a task fleet might consist
of several task forces, and task groups of task forces, operating tac-
tically under one UTC, as was the case in the THIRD Fleet. For example,
on several oCcasions during THIRD Fleet operations, the tactical fleet
consisted of 'IG 34.5, rGs 38.1, 38.2, 138. '3 and 38.4 and various task
groups anm units of TF 30, Comwardei- THud) Fleet did not actually have
any task force commander's circuit similar to the S1EVENTH Fleet Taik
Force Commander' s Circuit, but instead employed the PKA High Command
Ship-Shor- Channel, not only to commiuiicate with GINCF0A but also as a
THIRD Fleet task force ayxI task group commanders' circuit, creating a
volume of traffic in exces.; of the capacity of this circuit.**

SC(MINCH Publication P-OO8, "Amphibious Operations - Invasion of the
Philippines", April 3Ot!, IV45.

** Roport of thi Operation.- of Western Pacific Task Forces and the '13HUR1
Fleet, c(a4r,-ah)FLT Serial O008, January 25th, 1945.
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LEGEND

REP~ORTED SCATTERED SHOWERS AND
VARIABLE CONDITIONS.

LINE OF SQUALLS OR INDIVIDUALLY
REPORTED SQUALLY ANI)/OR SHOWERYI
PRECIPITATION AREAS

-:~~~::FOG, MIST OR HAZE

APPROXIMATE POSITION OF THE INTER-
TROPiCAL FRONT.

APFROXIMATE CENTER OF TROPICAL STORM
AND DiRECTION OF MOVEMENT.

901



T1T T ~ I'' TTT-rTTrfl-r1TmT--rTT r r-T~FT~rTr`l I -rIIr-'ITTrT TTrT-- -rrTrr -rrTrrprrv~rrrv.TTT-r- 1TT F 7 IV

BATTLE FOR LEYTE GULF
STRATEGIC AREA CHART

Foochm. ,

C H 'IN A 'o1

IShi nchiku

L. ihow"ua

1..,0
To *

(~ 0

'K~~P alas~ Restoj~.

mA I N 
, 9

I~~ N0 U T

(.or( y4 #f

C HINVA S EA .a
L dION

4p i'lv te



T I1T-rTT~rrprTmFITTTlTT7I7irv1rTTTTTr 7 jn"rrrrrrt

SF L LO0W S FA K0 R E A 7130 H 0 N SH KM400,1

J AIPAN )VH 0 N 4ke

ŽK1 .0 %.y4

w~ I@ O SHK K 12si 4i '4,; IV#M*`*okVI h

ShIo Shi

'~To~uo ShVm

VykushmaTo

EPH A s/ P PC HNN

Bosh, C~shma

N"E

.o0 Il Dostoa
robkese Pointn#

P H L P

Bobvyar Ch5. £1



7T-II
"P

I' ~~ ~ m~rT ,flT W~rr 7 r fl-
9

HO N wcij

'~, - , saw

4 Mulft

W~~-A4. SWA

S,4 A P



7' IV/( o" 2O'NORM LAM/UOE

/* 
'7

HAI N DO N

S oTHpeE S Capeioi BorkFeld.r

S C AI RH E Ac,~

C H I N~ Ar Gav ooi goidor

Cop 0ionanscobooug S oo/ Coov

CAMBODIA orron l~Corit

CCHI HrIN N a

000 Ioag IýV

MR DIGCOS uet

I-rwoah ~ ~ ~ ~ I- Ba ot anecP

C ol 0 1, C

f~lt/1e Bey

PoolColinlho

OGkIA F F IA W

P ... K ~ at , ' 1 0

PoPoin Botoon.-.

Ste<,I INA.,? A

Pte E3 N 1 N. F 0 -M NW

MANI~ 14A a P v, I I( kfllp

St)~g4 Imb " / ,~1

B N F4V 0E

Am o --'NW11W i



ON~

LU ZON PA C I FC OCE A N
Cape 80linaO .

Mo. aiocol. NeilsonAShoe/alhl
Clark Filed. NIhlS-

Sub'ic 8a> m I

Cort g o r Lemo 80 '-4

K4, 'I .5 ,

S18Ul AN SOOStol

0 SEA a i

Coroin I "al 
1  

n 0.

1,160 P4,Atuyoq

, ~.~onw~a .S~uaun 1.
10 t, 

4
c*,

4ii 4 ~ ',Hmonhon i

Cý- . Leyte Gm If

/~~~~~~ to - ~ ~ OOS~

2Ž" TOQ~) ~ QCO~iuC I'

Jg DA A P~l IDNAA

O i 
ig o1UwibO,, :6 Z sý!a~a

Z-PmboungO 0- I5vvo(\ goo Point

'-4 N D BaA0K951POS9

-(m oug -N ,. ,'a0) G

'I..

"v. )Tolotd It.

W~rnoao Sal'J" / A ýHA L N, A l EF A

!4 WoicheI ( '

-0 . QUA raR-

L%

0 . Cop E L 8F

*~ o I .U*{-lo-ý(W ,

22



"fl

PAC I F'iC OCEAN AREA

A, Solpan

STinion

Roto

'eYGuom

//

• .: •~utith, O

Yap

Ngl• I Ii.

0s53o0 Possoge

A , diP po lou,"" -
,/

P.I ljli I, ,.

"Aigour 1, CA hO L I N E IS.

60•-A OR o_--

Km,' -' ao • ADMIRAITY IS

• "" M 14 N U 5

. , N E v0 U I N E A",

•' • ~Di Au, RAM "A' "-

i. ~~~Preceding page blank q-'>• C r•••

iJNJ



Eventis Depicted on Diaxrm "B"

0 ':tober JJ4h- 14_

1. 0043 OTG 30.7 (Hunter-Killer Group) reported to (flG 30.3 for duty.

2. 0124 FOURTEENTH Air Force search plane contacted five large
unidentified sIips in Latitude 180-42'N, Longitude 113 0-15'E
(Plate III, Contact 3).

3. 0338 HA$MERHEAD in Latitude 040 -52'N, Longitude 113o-210E, sank AK
UGO MARU and at 0437, in the same vicinity, sank AK OYO MARU.

4. 0559 TG's 38.1 and 38.A arrived on station and commenced launching
air shrikes against northern Mindanao and western Visayas
(246 sorties). Recovered at 1620.

5. 06&5 TU 77.4.14 joined TU 77.4.2.

6. 0705 TU 77.4.34 joined TU 77.4.3.

f 7. 0746 ESSEX launched seven VF, seven V1 to search sector 27Oo03400(T)
to 300 miles. Recovered at 1215. Made no contacts.

8. 0800 Comman4er SECOND Striking Force with CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE and
DESRON ONE arrived Mako. Commenced fueling at 1000.

9. 0813 CofS Gombincd Fleet issued over-all plan for SHO ONE operation
including change in X-day to October 25th.

10. 0815 Japanese search plane contacted six OVE, four BB bearing
0900 (T), distant eighty-five miles from northern Dinagat
Island (Plate XXII, Contact C).

S-. 081.5 FOURTH Air Army search plane contacted two CV, six CA/CL
bearing 0Y78 0 (T), distant 243 miles from Saravia (Plate XXII,I Contact D).

12. 0832 Japanese carrier type fighters carrying bombs attacked

TU 77.4.1 causing slirht damage to SANGAMON.

13. 0915 CABOT, STEPHEN POTTER1, MiULER, THE SULLIVANS rejoined TG 38.2.

l4. 0930 AKISHIMO and HAYASHIMO arrived Brunei Bay and anchored.

15. )940 Allied search planes contacted two DD in Latitude 03-151N,
Lonigitude 318 0-10'E (Plate III, Contact 5).

16. 1006 CofS Combined Fleet Hdqtrs suggest"d to Commander FIRST Striking
Force that he break into the enemy anchoraps in two groups.
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17. 1145 CinC Cornhined ,IeBt arrived hdotrs Hiyoshl from Omura and
announced his return to Combined Fleet-

18. 1145 Allied search planes contacted o 0D, one AK, ornr A in
Balabaco Strait (Plate III, Contact (6).

19. 1150 ASAGUMO and YAMACUMO departed Brunei Bay to reinforce surface
escort of Brunei Fueling Group.

20. 1200 FIRST Striking Force with CRUDIV SIXTEEN arrived Brunei Bay
to refuel. (No oilers present).

21. 1200 'TG's 38.2 and 38.3 rendezvoused at Point RI)Y to operate in
covering capacity for Leyte latrines.

22. 1240 FIFTH Base Air Force search plane contacted two CV and five
other ship3, thirty-five rmiles east of southern Samar
(Plate XXII, Contact E).

21.3. 1245 CTG 38.2 reported to OTF 38 that FITEHON EIGHT in BUNKER HIIL
was practically 1(00 pe" cent suffering, from combat fatigue.

24. 1330 Japanese search plane contacted four CVE, two BB, two cruisers
and six DD bearing 0800(T), distant eighty miles from Taloban
(Plate XXII, Contact F).

25. 1331 ESSEX launched seven VF, seven VB to search sector 2700.-340 0 (T)
to 300 miles. Recovered at 1755. Made no contacts.

26. 11+35 Allied search plane contacted two DD west of Palawan Island
(Plate IIil Contact 7).

27. 1541 13LUEGI!JL in vicinity Cape Calavite fiy-ed four torpedoes at a
small convoy. Made no hitsq

28. 1730 TG's 38.2 and 38.3 headed on course 210o(T), cpeed seventeen
knots toward Latitude 13 0 -30'N, Longitude 1250-30'h, to arrive
by dawn October 21st.

29. 1735 Commander MAIN Force wiLh MAIN Force sortied Bungo Suido
undetected by Allied submarines.

30. 1745 Japanese shore based plane sighted enemy submarine bearing
170 0 (T), distant eight miles from the ZUIKAKU.

31. 1759 ZUIKAKU detected a submarine bearing ]300 (T). (No distance
given.)

32. 1802 CinC Combined Fleet took direct, con•minr of FIlLT Striki.r.g
Force.
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October 20th

33. Sunset The Senior Staff Officer SIXTH Base Air Force arrired Manlia
to imake detailed arrangements for deployment of that comand
to Philippines and conferred at headqct•rteor FIFTH Base Air
Forci.

34, 1830 COITOSE repo.-ted radar contact on a bubmarinc bea-ring 310(T).
(No distance given.)

35. 1915 TG's 38.1 and 38.4 set course 035°(T), speed twenty knots
toward their October 21st fueling rendezvous wi th TG. .0.8
at Point MIX.

36. 20000 Vice Admiral Takijiro Onishi, IJN relieved Vice Admira3
Kimpet Teraoka, IJN as Coimander FIFTH Base Air Force.

37. 2138 CinC Combined Fleet learned from Imperial General Headquarters
(Navy Section) that the enenw had landed at two points on Leyte
and had occupied Panaon Island, northern tip of Dinagat Island
and Homonhon Island.

2150 One radar equipped night flying boat departed Garan Bi to
search sector as ordered. A second radar equipped flying
boat departed at 2240.

½ 222.16 STBRIET in vicinity of Tokuna Shima attacked a small ship
with three torpedoes. Made no hits.

40. 2325 Japanese contacted by RTIF a task froe of tweaty ships 220
miles east of Lamon Bay (Plate XXIX, Contact A).

41. 2347 Commander FIFTH Base Air Force issued dispat,-h orders
officially forming the Kamikaze Special Attack Corps.

42. During CTG 77.4 pr,,vided air cover and support for D-day landings
the on LeYte.
day

43. During One additional submarine (RO-41) departed Inland Sea for
the operating area east of the Philippines. (Total of ten
day submarines en route battle area.)

44. During Japanr- zncacted six CV ( 3wu small) and six CA/CL bearing
the 0830 (T), distant 227 miles from Saravia (Plate XXII,
day Contact J).

45. During Japanese contacted two groups of ships east of Dolores, Samar.
the (No composition given.) (Plate XXII, Contact 1).

46. During CoMMander SW Area Force in Manila held operational conference
the with his staff, Conamnder FIFTh Base Air Force and representa-
day tive of SIXTH Base Air Force. (Conference ended about G130,

October 21st.)
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41T October 20h

Events Within Lete G.f

"(Not Depicted on Diagram ieB")

l. X40 CTF 78 in FLUE PIDCF, entered Ley.e Gulf and proceeded toward
northern beaches.

2. 0425 CTF 77 in WASATCH entered Leyte Gt].f, relieved CTG 77.2 as
OTC and assumed control of all naval operations in the
objective area.

3, 0430 CTF 79 in MOUNT OLYMPUS entered Leyte Gulf and proce"'led
toward southern beaches.

4. 0600 Bombardment and Fire Supric-t Unit SOUTH commenced schediuled
bombardment of southern beaches.

5. Dawn FOURTH Air Army launched an attack of twenty fighter planes
against Allied shipping in Leyte Gulf.

6. 0607 Jaranese carrier type fighter plane scored direct bomb hit
on PRESERVER (ARS) off western Homonhon.

7. 0655 OWSOWESPAC and CAAF SOWESPAC in NASHVILLE entered Leyte Gulf
behind the amphibious assault forces and proceeded to northern
beaches, arriving at. 0950.

8. 0700 Commander Fire Support Unit NORTH commenced scheduled bombard-
ment of northern beaches.

9. 0930 Landing force landed unopposed on Panaon.

10. 1()0 First assault wve of Allied landing craft reached northern
and Eouthern beaches as planned.

1i. i?47 CCMSOWFSPAC with special observing party went ashore to
observe operations and broadcast his return by radio.
Returned aboard NASHVIILE at 1600.

12. .9 COMSOWESPAC announced that as of noon his Advance Headquarters
had been established at Leyte and t.hat his General Headquarters
and Hear Echelon Headquarters reia nerI at Hollandia and,
Bri sbane respectively.

13. 1430 G.6. FIRST CAVALRY Division and C.6, 'TU'Piii-FOUKTH Infantry
flivd•n "-,3jnnd command of their divisions ashore, at WHITE
beach and RýD beach respectively.

*. *'•y), r, 0" •JR'H Air Armv received an army report of five to six

BB and over tWItALy' VL) &IU ur-,..bpu. Li v..f - ' Tacloban
exchanging firt: with shore batteries.
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October 20th

15. 1600 Japanese contacted twenty warships, seventy large ships, eighty
smaller craft and transports inside Leyte Gulf (Plate XXII, S~Contact G).

16. 1602 HC1LULU torpedoed by one of two Zapanese carrier type attack
planes causing serious damage. Planes appear to have taken
off from Nichols Field.

17. 1640 Japanese contacted five BB, ten ODD (cruisers) and twenty
,transports in Leyte Gulf near Homonhon (Plate XXII, Contact H).

18. 1750 C.G. NINETY-SIXTi Infantry Division assumed command of his
division ashore.

19. 1800 CTG 78.3 (Panaon Attack Group) having completed unloading,
departed Panaon area in preparation for departing Leyte Gulf.

20. 2112 TF 78 transports which had completed unloading, comwenced
departing San Pedro Bay.

21. During Japanese contacted six CA/CL, ten transports and twenty small
the crwrt in Leyte Gulf (Plate XXII, Contact K).
day

1
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E'wvents Depicted on Diagram LC,"

October 2.StA 1

0000 - 2400

1i 0012 Japanese contacted by RDF one task group about 200 miles north-
cast of Samar (Plate XXIX, Contact B).

2. 0013 Comuander SIXTH Base Air Force, at Takao, advised his cormarndK1
that (a) flying units were to move up to the Philippines on the -3
22nd, (b) night attacks were to be launched from Formosa on the 2
same day, and (c) the general offensive was tentatively scheduled
for October 23rd.

3. 0240 FOURTEENTH Air Force search plane contacted one CV one BB two
CL and three DD in Latitude 170-40'N, Longitude 11PO-I0'E (Plate
XXVII, Contact 4).

4. 0305 Commander FIRST Striking Force received report that his force had
probably been sighted by eneuy patrol planes.

5. 0600 TG's 38.2 and 38.3 arrived at dawn launching position and corn-
menced launcl 4 rng strikes against Cebu, Masbate,, Negroe, Panay,
Luzon, Mindoro and Coron Bay (Total 356 sorties).

6. 0600 CABOT launched seven VF, seven VT to search sector 310°-020°(T)
to 300 miles. Recovered at 1257. (Shot down two enemy planes)*

7. 0625 TG's 38.1 and 30.4 effected rendezvous with fueling and replace-
mert group and commenced replenistnent. Completed operations at
]G00.

8. 0700 ZUIKAKU and ZUIHO launched nine carrier attack planes to search
sector 104o-2300(r) to a varying distance from 280 to 370 mi-les.
(Sighted friendly suomarines).

9. 0730 SALMON effected rendezvous with BARBEL in Lat1tude 240 -OON,
Longitude 130°-OO'E, ', tranefer an officer for medical treatment.

10. 05IS FIFTH Bane Air Force plane cont.i :ted six transports and six DO,
bearing 1100 (T), distant 170 miles from Surigao (Plate XXIX,
Contact C).

II. 0820 Commander SW Area Force, at Kidnla, learned from Commander 901Ot
Air Group that results of night qearches from Garan Bi were
negative.

12. 0630 FIýTH Base Air Force plane contacted sixteen transports and two
CVE. bearing 090°(T), distart 140 miles from Surigao (Plate XXIX,
Coiitact D)o

13. 01%0 FIFTH Base ,.Ir Force plane contacted eighteen trin•port:• east of

3urieAo (Plate UIL, Contact A)*
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( October 21st

14. 080 FIFTH Base Air Force plane contacted two CV, four CVE and
twenty other ships, bearing 0700(T) distant 105 miles from
Surig&o 2late XXIL, Contact F).

15. 0920 Japanese search plane contacted surface ships, bearing 091 0 (T),
distant 420 miles from Manila (Plate XXIX, Contact G),

16. 0920 Japanese contacted a task force eatimated to be in San Bernard.no
Sqtw-at (Plate XXIX. Contact H).

17. 0935 Cumiander FIFNI Base Air Force received report of one BB and
twenty-four other ships, bearing 350 0 (T), distant 160 miles from
Suluan Island (Plate XXIX, Contact I)*

3I8. ,040 Commander FIFM Base Air Force received report from lookout that
a la•i'e force had been sighted, bearing 070O(T), distarn fifty-
four miles from Catanduanes Island. Amplified at 1,330 to four
CV, five BB and twenty-two others (Plate XXIX, Contact J)o

19, 1115 THIRTEENTH Air Force search plane contacted one BB6 three CLP
three DD ard six unidentified ships in Latitude C31-3O'N,
Longitude J-18O-400E (Plate XXVII, Contact 6).

20. 1120 Brunei Fueling Group entered Brunei Bay to refuel the FIRST
Striking Force. Completed operations at 0500 October 22nd.

21. Fore- SIXTH Base Air Force senior staff officer, at Manila, held con-
noon sultations with FOUR1hT Air Army relative to deployment beses.

22. Fore- Allied search planes contacted five DD in convoy in northern
noon Palawan Passage (Plate XXVII, Contact 5).

23. 1200 DESDIV TWENTY-ONE (WAKAB., HATSUSHIMO, HATSUHARU) departed Mako
"for Takao.

24. 1200 PRINCETON lAunched a photographic and anti-snooper flight of six
VF and VT to photograph southeast end of Luzon and patrol area
between task group and Luzon. Recovered at 1500. Made no
contacts.

25. 121JJ CABOrT launched seven VF, seven VT to search sector 31(P-020°(T)
to ln-i i-,, ,overm at 1814. M•.de Yx rontacts.

26. 1300 Allied coastal lookout sighted tw YUBARI (L in Verde Island

Passage (Plate XXIIII, Contact 4).

27. 1330 FIFTH Base Air Forc plane contacted four CVE, two B3, two CA/CL
and six DD east of Samar (Plate XIX, Contact K).

28. 1400 TGis 38.1 and 38.4 comple-ted fueling and headed wesit to ren1es-
voua at 06WO, October" 22nd with TG 38.2 in the vicinity Point

Ready.

AV05 6V909 C ALI A
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October 21st

29. 3 100 Japanese contacted by RDF, a task group about 200 miles eastof Lawon Bay (Plate X=I, Contact L). •

30, 1412 Commander Main Force directed air search of Latitude ,280-555N,
Longitude 133 0-45'E, until sunset for a reported submarine.
Recovered at 1700. Made no contacts.

31. 1430 Coordinated Attack Group (HADDOCK, HALIBUT, TUNA) departed
Saipan for patrol in the Luzon Strait area.

32. 1500 Japanese search and attack group of six carrier-type planes
took off from Nichols Field to attack carriers off Catanduanes
Island (Contact J). Failed to make contact and landed at
Bulan at 2020.

33. 1500 OC(4NAVGRPCHINA reported many contacts on merchant shipping as
recently as 1300 oq this day along the Tourane-Hong Kong route
(Plate XXVII, Contact 7).

34. 1530 FOURTEENTH Air Force search plone sighted one oV, three CA and
four DD in Latitude 23 0-iO'N, Longitude 1170- E (Plate XX1II,
Contact 8).

35. 1600 Couiandei 4SOOND Striking Force in the NACHI with CRUDIV
TWENTY-ONE and DESRON ONE (less DESDIV "WENTY-ONE) sortied
Mako and proceeded south.

36. 1625 The first Kamikaze attack unit consisting of two VFBi, escorted
by one VF, took off from Cebu with orders to crash enemy group
of six carriers (Contact F). Results never learned.

37. 17G0 Commaryler FIRST Striking Force, at conference with all unit

commanders, desitroyer conmwuderis and staff officers in the
flagahip ATAGO, issued written order for the penetration
operation.

38. 1710 C(MXCRUDIV SIXTEEN, in AOBA, with KINU and URANAMI, departed
Brunei Bay en route Manila to carry out first movement of
troop reinforcements.

39. 1712 BARBEU, in IAtittwW220 -4+6'N, Longitude 132 0-?l'E, sighted a
Japanese rubhna4ne (Plate XXVII, Contact 9), Contact timepa~sed as 1807.

40. Late asMDESDIV TWENTY-MOE, with DESDIV T'2TY-ONE, arrived at Takao.
After-

noon

41. Durin•CTG 77.4 launched aircraft from three carrier units to provide
Day- air cover and support over the objective a-ea (3J60 sorties in
light direct support, 132 TCAP and forty-four planes against Cebu).
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October 21st

42. 1822 TG's 38.2 and 38.3 completed flight operations and (a) TG 38.2
headed for Point READY to rendezvous with TG's 38.1 and 38.4,
(b) TO 38.3 headed for Area NICK to rendevoiue with fueling
group.

S 43. 2116 Japanese contacted by RDF a class "D" fix on a task force, bear-
ing 087 0(T), distant 600 miles from Kanila (Plate XILVI, Contact
A).

44. During Commandew FIRST Striking Force received RW fixes on two enemy
the oubmrines in south Palawan Passage (Plate XflX, Contacts N
day and 0).

45. During One additional subarine (RO-46) departed the Inland Sea for the
the operating area east of the Philippines (Total eleven submarines
day en route battle area).

46. Late CinC Combined Fleet received Imperial Rescript forwarded by the
in day Chiet of Naval General Staff.

47. 22D2 One radar equipped night flying boat departed Garan Bi to search
sectors as ordered. A second plane departed at 2225.

48. 2315 SkADAOON, in Latitude 21c-T47%, Longitude ll°-142E, made radar
contact on a Japanese surface force (S!ZOND Striking Force)
(Plat, VMIII, Contact 5). (Reported later as 2335 contact on
one CV, four unldentifiad)o

NOTE: Search planes of the Central Pacific -Ad Southwest Pacific
carried out prescribed searches with essentially negative re-
sults except for minor contacts.

Events within Leyte Gulf

(Not Depicted on Diagram "C")

1. 0203 CMG 78.3, with eighteen transports and five DD, departed Leyte
Oulf for Hollandia and Kossol Passage.I 2. 0600 Japanese carrier-type bomber, which had been hit, by anti-air-
craft gunfire, crashed into the superstructure of the AUSTRALIA
causing serious damage.

3, 0642 Wlý?r VIRGINIA, en route to fk e support station, grounded,
slightly damaging three of her four propefllra and reducing her
sustained speed to sixteen knots.

4. e09o CTG 70.1 (Motor Torpedo Boats), in OYSTER BAT, entered Leyte
aulf, reported to CTF 77 for duty, and anchored off Dio Islarxi

at 120).
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October 21st

5. 0948 COKSOWESPAC went ashore at northern beachhead with members of
his staff, CAAF SOWFPAC and the President of the Philippines.
Returned aboard NASHVIILE, at 1303.

6. .148 CIT 79 became gravely concerned that his supply of bombardment
aniunition might become exhausted and so advised CTF 77.

7. 1300 C.G. SEVENTH Division assumed command ashore, the last of the
four division commanders to do so.

8. 1426 COMSEVENTHFLT requested that Coron Bay be kept under surveil-
lance for enemy shipping which vas to be reported and attacked.

9. 1430 Damaged cruisers HONOLULU and AUSTRALIA, with escorts, commenced
retiring from the objective area.

10. 1541 CTF 77 issued instructions placing Harbor Defense Plan ONE into

effect immediately.

3-1, 1557 CTF 77 issued replenishment schedule.

12. 1600 C.G. TENTH Corps, U.S. Army, assumed commawd ashore.

13. During Minesweepers of TG 77.5 reported having nwept in Area SWEEP
the (Main ship channel) a total to date of 279 mines. (Actually
day swept 285 mines.)

14. During Enemy air attacks penetrating Leyte Gulf consisted of seventeen
the army planes, of which four were shot down by AA fire, and one
day was destroyed on crashing into the AUSTRALIA.

15. During TG 77,4 provided air cover and support for D+1 Day operations,
the and TCAP over objective area; claimed destmaction of five snenm
day planes. (Japanese records indicate six planes lost.)

16. Dmi-ng Japanese commierts received reports of fourteen to fifteen BB
the and cruisers, and eighty transports in Leyte Gulf (Plate XXIX,
da•y Contact M).

1 7, 180) TU 78.2.4, consisting of avventeen unloaded LST and two AKA,
escomted by four DI', departex ,lan Pedro Bay for Hollandia.

18. 1930 TU 79.14.1, consiating of fourteen transports, two LSD, and
ten eocoits, departed Leyte Gulf for Hollandia.

19. 1959 TMENE3M and WAR HAWK collided in Leyte Gulf with slight damage

to both.

20. 2350 CTG 78.6 (Reinforcement Group OKE) enterid Leyte (klf.

21. During In accordance with Harbor Defense Plan OWE, Allied units took
night. up deft-viefive stations.
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Subno~ines generolly re~mained submerged during
daylight., The mnovernents depicted on this diagram Shonghol
therefore, were usually mode on the surface at night,
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000 -- 240-0

1. 0010 Japanese contacted an enemy submarine in the S4 .uyan ,is
(Plate XXIVI, Contact B).

2. 0035 SEADRAGON in Latitude 210-47'N, L~ongitude 118 0 -36'E, fired
four torpedoes at an eneW force claiming two timed hite in
a JUNTO class carrier. Male no hits.

3. 0200 DARTER in Latitude 07 0-31'N, Longitude 1150-22'E, contacted
three large unidentified shipa (CRUDIV SIXTrE) (Plate XXXIII,
Contact 6).

4. 0500 MAIN Force FIRST Supply Group sort ted from Bungo Suido
undetected en route Konlya, Amami 0 Shim.

5. 0500 Ships of the FIRST Striking Force completed fueling from
tankers in Brunei Bay and made prepalitions for getting
underway,

6. 0530 CHITOSE and ZUIKAKU launched eight carrier attack planes to
search sector 1090 -212 0 (T) to vaiTing distance of 300 to 375
miles. Made no contacts.

7. 0545 TG 38.3 rendezvoused with the replenishment group in Area MICK.
Commenced fueling operations at 0628, completed at 1135.

8. 0610 HANCOCK launched seven VF, sever. V .,o search sector 2900-
360°(T) to 300 miles. Recovered t, 1110. Made no contacts.

9. 0630 SHARK in Latitude 20 0 -30'N, Longitude 17°-50'E, contacted four
large ships and three additional ships (Platt KX.lI1, Contact 7).

10. 0637 Japanese search plane contacted three CV, two B and ten other
shige in Latitude 25 0 -30'N, or Latitude 10O-30'N, Longiti dt
133 -301E (Plate XXXVI, Contact C).

11. 0644 CTU 77.4.14 reported to CrU 77.4.1 for duty.

12. 0700 COS(DESDIV TWENTY-ONE with DESDIV TW Y-0J; sortied fromn Takao
en route Manila.

13. 0725 CTr'J 77.4.24 reported to CTU 77.4.2 for duty. TG 77.4 assembl-d
at tual strength for first time.

14. 0726 SEA DOC, in Latitude 29 0-20'N, Longitude 12?9-45'E, fired six
torpedoes at, a large convoy with numerous escorts. Clai,7+xd
two hits in a cargo ship (Plate XXX!I1, ConY+ct 8). Sank
t91 ships. 91[A



15•, 0745 Units of the FIRST Section coanincod getting wrderway and later
&.,Lt Q@20 units of the SCOM Sction comwenced getting imderway
fV.ming toe MAIN Bec-y (FIRST Striking Force) en route Leyte via
Mia.doro and San Berdih o Straits.

16. 074 C0KTHIRDr".T received dispate.:h from CINCPOA advising that the
l.bitations on operaxions imposed by necessity of covering
SOWLVAC operations bAd to be accepte, and forbade morement
of THIRDFLT a t, into central Philippine mtere.

17,. 0755 Cozmnardr 1A"N f&rce ordered a plane to the vicinity of
N Latitude 250-20I N, Longitude 132-401 E, from 080W wutil

1400 to neutnwliwa ai enemy sma rine.

18. 0800 DATER in in atitudp 090 -23'N, Longitude 1150 -20'E, lost zontazt
on three ?sIps, one dinl.y seen, probably a battleship (Plato
XXJUII, Lont~aet 9).

19. 0810 Japsunen planes of the SECOND Air Diviain con *-tat five CV
and seven ether shits, bearing 0900(T), distant tA~hty-six
miles fi-o. Tacloban (Plate XXXVI, Contact D),

20. 0810 Japancac planes of the SECOND Air Division cortacted three UJ
and five other ships, beaci.ng 090°(T), distant 216 miles frm•" Safaris (Plate XXXVI, Gontact B).

21. 0850 Co.-mmuandcr MAIN Force receiv•*d from the IYfUGA, a report that
jhe had intsivcepted enemy radio and telephone traffic, signal
strength three or four.

22. 0912 Coondinated Attack Group (PIMTADO, ATULE and JALLAO) departed
Saipan for patrol in Luzon S ra:It area.

23. 0920 FIFTH Base Air 7orce seairch plan:+ contactsi tm CV, two BB and
several otner ships, i j&ring 0873(T), distant 330 miles from
Manila. Amplifi.ed at 1636 tv one CVL, one MYE, two RB or
CA/Cb and some 1 ) (Plate XXXVI, Cuntact G).

24. 0930 ICEPSH in Lat:[tude 19 0-44'N, Longitde 1180-1L'E, -iontacted
Stwr G4. and three DD 'SEIWND Striking Force) (Plate XXXlI,

C(ýataC 10).

25. lOLl Japanese zontar .,ed by Iihi a ship of ankncwn type, bearing
093 0 (T), distant 7510 vrlle. from Mawila (Plate XXXVI, Contact H).

26. 1101 (XnmmnAd,ýr M!A F'orca comnenced fueling at sea. Discontinued
at I(; •

27. ]O "LI I. 1 ne, 'our planes to search aector 115°-?30O(T), t0

vary-i,, sit.-eace- .140O and 1.0 ilrete. Made no contacts.

: 9!; CJ;'PI +•'• 'q"
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J i0 135 (TG 38.3 noWleted fueling operations, released repleni shment
gCoup anm eet course to'erd Point WADY. Later at 1635
revjived oxders to rendszvous at Point OONDOR with TG's 38.1
and 38"4 ot 1•00, October 23rd.

29, 1150 OOMITRDFMT authorized CTG 38.2 to cancel afternoon search due J
to bad weather and directed this group to proceed to Point MICK
for Nelinp, arriving at 0700, October 23rd.

30. During Coimmander SECOND Striking Force launched one (perhaps two)
fore- neaplanes to proceed Manila with orders to radio him any
noon pertinent i, Cormation concerning planned operations of the

FIRST Striking Force.

31. 1200 COD off the west coast of Luzon reported that over twenty
enwWy planes had passed Lingayen (hlf heading south.

32. 1230 Allied search plane from Tinian sighted two DD in Latitude

26 0-30'N, Lor'itude 138°-28'E.

33. 1240 CTG 77.4 launched afternoon strikes against Lahuj, Opon air-
fields and Cebu harbor (thirty-two VF, twelve VT. *Recovered

at 1641.

34. 1330 CcmrAer SIXTH 9ase Air Force departed Takao for Manila.
Arrived M9illa about 1700 and reported to Conm.nder SW Area
Force for duty.

35. 1400 Morotal based plane contacted nine large merchant ships
escorted by five DD in Latitude ll 0 -479N, Longitude
I160 -202E (Plate ,XXIII, Contact 11).

36. 1457 HANLOCK from TG 38.2 reported to CTG 38.1 for duty.

"37. 1.500 Comu zder THIRD Section with the THIRD Section sortied from
Brunei Bay en rote Tacloban arivnorage via Balabac and Surigao
Straits.

38. 1508 R'014.0 in Latitude 09'-56'N, Longitude 126 0-37'E, visually
sighted a submarine (false contact).

39. 1630 DACE in Dangerous Ground, having set course for Fremantle,
requested extension )f patrol to work a reported zonvoy.
Extension granted at 1943.

4C. 11 N VCNAVGRPCHINA advised that FOURTEENTH Air Force day search
planes had turned back due to weather and expected the night
search ould. likewise be caneal.ed.

41. 1700 .J;,panese submarine 1-54 contacted a group of shirps i45O miles
east of San Bernardino Strait (Plate XXXVI, Contact 1).

9 t!



42. 1718 Jalanese contacted by OF an eneSy submEine in
Dan,"rous Ground (likely DACE) (Plate MITi, Contaot J).

43. 1745 DMUK In Latitude 190 -33%N, Longitude 118 0-52'E, contacted
three ASASHIO class DD (DESDIV NENTT.-Ot*E) (Plate XXIII,
Contact 12).

44. 1956 Wolfpack commander in the BSUGO altered patrol stations of
his submarines guarding Bungo Saido to include the eastern
approaches.

45. During FOURTH Air Army received sixty-one planes.
the
da.y

46. During TG 77.4 provided air cover and support for D+I day operations.
the
day

Event% Within Lefts Gulf

(Not Depicted on Diagram "D")

I1 M,75 CHENANGO target CAP destroyed enemy carrier type attack plane
in vicinity of northern Dinagat. (The only enemy aircraft' intercepted by TCAP on this day.)

2. 0756 Reinforcement Group ONE commenced arriving in San Pedro Bay
-d iiuediately began unloading.

3. 0907 Japanese FOURTH Air Army plane contacted eighty transports
dth.•n Leyte Gulf (Plate XXIVI. Contact F).

4. 1010 CTG 79.2 departed his flagship to make an inspection of beaches
discovering that congested conditions of the previous day were
little improved.

-5. 1038 COMSOWESPAC with members of his staff went ashore to inspect
conditions and with CAAF SOWSPAC inspected Dulag airfield.
Returned aboard flagship at 1355.

, 6. 1100 SAN CARLOS with CTG 73.7 embarked, was detached from T, 77.2
and commenced operating independently.

7. 1425 CM 79.2 departed his flagship to report to CTF 79 In MOIUNT
OLTMPUS. Returned to his flagship at 1710.

8. 1713 (Tra 78.6 in CMISET CITY with a total of seven transports,
th,ýe cargo shine, escorted by three VD, departed San Pedro
Bay for Kosaol }oads and Hollandia.

916



9. 19W0 M. 78,10 with. eonoy of sixteen ;loadod LST's escorted by
woe M &nd one PF departed the Northern Transport Area for

rWtrn to Holiandia.

10, 1800 CU 75•.14.2 with cc-my of unloaded ships consisting of six
Stransports, two cargo ships, two LSD'.s, one LSV escorted by
two DID) and four APD'a departed San Pedro Bay for retu7,.
to hollandia.

U . 1852 CTF 77 directed landing of the 381st RCT in the area of the
HINETY-,IXTH Division -where it was to remain in army reserve.

917 ,
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October 23rdt,194

IVA-

O0000- 1042g

1 0-100 RDF M A an Aied submarine 1120(T), disant 190 milee fr
southern tip of Formsa (Plate XL, Contact A).

2. 0103 Consner -IXT.H base Air Force issued instructions directing
the SUM Attack Group to move up to the Philippines and
orders to the 702nd Attack Unit and 901st Air Group for their
prospective operations, indicating to all addremnuees the
possibility of kn Allied assault.

3. 0116 DARTER made radar contact on MAIN Body, FIPST Striking Force,
at 30,000 yards; made initial contact report ab of 0200 on
three probable BB Latitude 080 -29'N, Longitude U6&-30'E
(Plate XXAIX, Contact 4)o

4. 0215 Allied carrier undergoing air attack about 225 miles east of
Tacloban (Plate XL, Contact B).

5. 0230 RD? Fix on AUlied submarine west of MAYdoro Island (Plate UL,
Contact C).

6. 0230 RDF Fix wi Allied submarine west of lower 'alawn Island in
Palawan Passage (Plate XL, Contact D).

7. 0252 C(MTHIRDFLT issued dispatch orders to @FF 38 to take TG 38.3
westward to an area about ninety miles east of Polillo Island,
to make afternoon searches of the Sibuyati Sea, and to launch
an early morning search on October 24th of Phi] ippine waters
and advised that TG 38.2 %ould join him upon completion of
fueling.

8. 0300 DARTEi amplifind initial contact report to at least nine ships.
(Plate XXXIX, Contact 5).

9. 0302 RDF Fix, eval.uation unknown, bearing 0730(T) distant 520 mile.s
from Manila (Plate XL, Contact E), contact about eighty miles
north of TG 38.2.

10. 0424_ BREAM made one torpedo hit in AOBA in Latitude l4 0 T° h'N,
Longitude 119 0-40'E, disabling her.

11. 0425 AOBA reports being torpedoed by B.%LAM in Latitude t40 -O•ON.
Longitude I190-271E (Plate XL, Contact F).

12. 0514. CTG 77.4 launTched TCAP (16 VF) later (1215 th1s day) reiu-•.
to twelie VF (four from each Task Unit).

c"__ _ _"AL



F13. 0525 DARTm in second amplifying report gave ene composition as a
n ini= of eleven ships on course 039 0 (T), speed 15 knot.
(Plate XXXIZ, Contact 6).

14, 0530 CTG 77. launched first of the day's direct support missions
which were conducted according to plan.

15. 0532 RDF Fix on Allied submarine west of Palawn Island (Plate XL,
Contact G).

16. 0555 W= (Flagship CTG 38.3) launched seven VF and seven VB to
search sector 2800-350 0(T) to 300 miles.

17. 0555 C01 MAIN Force launched a nine-plane search of sector 125°0-
252(T) to a radius varying from 270 ailes on the southeasterly
leg to 375 miles on the westernmost leg, base search line
1950 (T).

18. Prior TANG off northwest coast of Formosa attacked a convoy and ,ank
0600 three 1900-ton cargo ships (TOUN MARU, WAKATAKE MANRU and

TATSUJU MARU) in Latitude 24-571N, Longitude 120°-25'E.

19. 0600 TG 38.2 ,sndesvoused with the fueling group and at 061.5
commenced fueling on e, aes 270 0 (T), speed 10 knots.

20. 0632 DARTER made f,- torpedo hits on ATAGO of the MAIN Body which
sank at o65- in Laitude 090-30'N, Longitude l17 0 -18'E.

21. 063- DARTER made % .- torpedo hits on the TAKAO disabling her.

Z2. 0633 Submari;.- 1-41 sighted two Allied carrier type aircraft in
SLatitude 19n-35'N, Longitude 1300-121E (Plate 1L, Contact Hi).

23. -,Nq Comimnder SECXID Section (COMBATDI, TUE•) ordered th launch-..ng of First Roncnnaismance Unit to carry out scheduled ý issions
after neutralizing enemay E ibmarines.

24. 0656 it' made four torpedo hits in L"e MATA which sank at 0700.

25. 0658 Cor er FIRST StrikLi Fore (00M MAIN Body) along with
ab--,ut 200 surv-1vors, recover-ad by KISHINMAI.

i26. 0658 TAMATOj airerted to "Take over c onmximcatloils".

27. 0700 TU 78.8 sortied Humboldt Bay for L,*yte Ouif.

28. 0745 Attack aircraft of SIXTH Base Air FPce (First Attack Gi-up),
aborted on account of weather a&d returned to bases

29. 0745 CMT 77.4 launched second flight of dirtezt Suppoxt C. up
aircraft and firghtere '-on Pý,71)F MT, N..WkX and SUWANRK
to comiuct aveps agagtnat northorm Mind&raion aif -%Ids.

-- :: .- .•T4 • l : •= - • •-'• • • •* • ' m: '• • • ... " '•'•" i= :•11 '••,, ... .... . .. ....... ..... .



30. 0758 OKXBATPAC in WASHINGTON with ALABAMA and DESDIV 100 reported
for duty with MGT 38.4.

31, 0803 TAKAO reported unable to proceed under own power or navigate
at present.

32. 0817 (OEBATDIV ONN directed MAIN Bedy form No. !-23 Alert Cruising
Disposition (Plate XLII).

33. 0859 COM MPTNIJLT directed TG 38.4 to proceed immediately to arrive
vicinity Latitude 110 -30'N, Longitude 1260-30'E by 0600
October 2 4th and to launch a reinforced search to westward
at dawn.

34. 0903 COMTHI1FLT directed TG 38.2 to proceed vicinity Latitude
13-O001N, Longitude 125°-00-E to arrire 0600 October 24th
and to launch a reinforced search to the westward at dawn
to include Coron Bay.

35. 0912 CTG 77.4 fighter sweeps, consisting of 24 VF, struck the
Del Monte airfield complex.

36. 0915 RDF Fix on an Allied surface target 200 miles east of
Catanduanes Island (Plate XL, Contact I).

37. 0915 CKMBATDIV ONE assumed command of Main Body, FIRST Striking
Force.

33. 0935 CGITUIRDFLT directed CTG 38.2 to proceed to vicinity Latitude
13°-O0'N, Longitude 125°-00-E (the eastern entrance to San
Bernardino Strait) to arrive 0600 OctLober 24th.

39. 1021 ThTHIJFLT issued instructions to CTG 38.1 for accomplishrent
upon arrival Ulithi.

40. 1021 CTF 17 informed C(1TH1RDFLT of the rescued airmon being
returned by the BCWEFISH and that they would arrive SAIPAN
on October 27th.

41. 1026 COMBATDiV ONE informed commanders concerned of present status
of MAIN Body, FIRST Striking Force and that he (OCMBARTDIV ONE),
temporarily in coimuan, intended to continue operations as
scheduled.

42. 1042 CTG 38.1 was bearing 293 0 (T), distant 550 miles from Ulithi,
his deritination,

43. 1042 CTG 38.2 was about 255 miles bearing 0630 (T) from his 0600
October 24th position.

44. 1042 1G= 33.3 on course 275 0 (T), speed 23 knots, was about 420 miler
east of Polillo Island and ws heading for his posltion about
ninety miles east of that island.
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45. 1042 CTG 38.4 continued to top off his destroyers on an 3asterly
heading;uaa bearing 072 0 (T) distant 295 miles trom his 0600
October 24th position (Latitude 100-301N, Longitude 1260-
30'E), bearing 0500(T) from southeast Sonar.

46. 1042 MAIN Body in Y-23 Alert Cruising Disposition, "iith Coaftnder
FIRST Striking Force in the KISHINAI W3s bearing 232 0 (T),
distant ninety-four miles from Libo Point (northern tip of
Palawin Island).

47. 1042 TG 77.4 provided air cover and support for D+3 day operations.

48,- Duri.ng C.G. 'IFTH Air Force, headquarters at Daik, learned that
Fore- sometime between midnight and 0200 (this day) two B-24's from
noon B iak ntagLng through Morotai, bombed Nalabato Airfield, and

forty-four B-241a from Biak departed to strike enorAW head-
quarters near Cotobato in southwest Mindanao.

(Not Depicted on Diagram "E")

11 0605 TCAP fighter from CH10.0 shot down a single engine carrier
attack plane off toe southeast coast oi' Leyte.

2, 0744 WACOPYREAGUE accompanied by fifteen MTB's "epaited San Pedro
Bay for Liloan Bay to establish advance base,

3. 0755 CTF 77 received iv rteligence from CIICPAC stating that
Comimander SECOND Striking Force had requested an oiler to
Coron Bay to refuel his command.

4. 0800 TU 77.7.l (Repleniehwnrt Group) entered Leyte 02.f and
anchored in desigpsted area off Liberanan Fead.

5. 0639 CTF 79 was transported from the MOUNT OLYMPUS to the WA5ATC11
via the SPROSTON.

6. 0927 CTG 79.2 received word that the 381ht RCT had cowmletd its
landing on BLUE Beach W(•E.

7. 0930 SECOND Attack Unit search plane sighted four Allied battleships
or :ruimers, thirteen larg3 and four small trens',orts inside
Le7e Gulf (Plate XL, Contact J).

8. 1000 LCl(G)'n 64 and 69 with representatives o,' the FILT Cavalry
Divisicn began reconnoitering San Juani;o Strait.

9, 1042 CTF 77 issued his warning dispatch rs~estling air strikes to
disrupt eneVy preparations.
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BATTLE FOR LEYTE GULF
AýR SEARCHES AND MOVEMENT OF FORCES

0000 TO 1042 23 OCTOBER 1944

Submrins gnerllyremotned subfnerged during
doylflhi. The moveie.s; depicted an this diagram Shanghai
thermoaw, were oiumily made on M" surfoce at night.
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