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This analysie of ths preliminary phases, innludiung the Battle off o
Formosa, of the Battle fe. Leyte Gulf was prepared by the Naval War
College, It is based or. information from both Allied aund Japanese
gourges which is wider and more complete than that available to
writers ou thiv subjecc up to this time. It endeavors to maintain at
all timss, the viewpo nl of the ocommanders of the units involved on
beth sides,

Complate ifruormation from all sources, was not available to this
analysis., This was aspeciually true of Japanese Army and Navy land-
based aircraft in tho Philinuines, of .Japanesz Army alreraft in
Formosa, and ot Japsnose submarine operatlons and disucsitionse It
wis also true connerning the thought piocesses whien motlvated certain
of the Japaness senlor commanders, notably CiuC, Combined Fleat, siuce
fow reports of this action by such senior offlicers have boon discoversd.
A1l known sources of such inf'ormation in the linited States and in Japan
wore uxaminod but with only limited s.iccess. New facts and ciroum=-
stancou, Lherofore, may come to lipht from time to time which may
chun¥e souwo of the analyses produced asrein,

Ian view of the oritical naturv ¢f this analysis an effort has bheon
made in certein importunt situations to placev the critic in the position
of tho commander in order 1o obtain the latter's point of vicws 1In
empleying this system it id realized that althouph tho critic can often
succesad ia placing himself sufficlently near tho positioun of the com-
marder f{or any practioal purpcses, in many instences he muy not suo-
c¢eed in doing so,

Becaust of the uature of the Allied victory at Leyto Gulf and ihe
nunorous controversies which have arisen concerning ii, as complete a
study ns possible of thu preliminary phases has boen provided,

These prelimivary phases and, especielly the Battle off Formosa,
wore & roul tust of the capabilities of Allied carrier-hased aircraflt
versus Jananese land-based aireraf® and of the existing Allied and
Japanese coucepts concerning the employment of these weapons, 1t was
also a teat of the combat ability of the vari<us commanders on both
sices. The pages of history have luveriably revoaled defects in
cormmnand in similer situations, ani it would have baen surprising had
such defucts not egppeared in these operatiovnse

This batile ronffirmed the lesson 5o ofisu forgotten - that the
test of battle is tho only test whioh proves the combut ability of
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R commanders, The abili<y or lack of ability of the various commanders

‘ in the art of war became apparent., Valor alone was shown to be in-
sufficlent, for valor is not an attribute of only one rece, but is an
attribtute zad a heritage of many recee, The indispensable qualifica=
tion fei- command, the art of war, was shown to be the ability in
combat to apply the scleice of war to active military situatione,

T The present ssnicr officers of the Navy are well aware of tho
roasong for changes in established dootrines and in tho developuent
W of new cnes. But this oannot necessarily be said of the coumaandars of
!'gg the future, who very probably will be inexperienced in compand in war,
7

Finally. all comments eand criticiszms are desizned fo be oconstruociivs,
By indicating what appear tc be sound und unsound decisions, and the ap-
parent reasons for arriving at them, it is hoped to nrovoke earnest
thought among prospective commanders end thus to impvove professional
' judgment in command.
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(c) Total
{2) Taaks Assigned
(.g FOURTEENTH Afr Poroe
(b) TWENTIETH Bouber Command
(3} Disoussion
(h) Allied Plan

CHAPTER TIX JAPANESE ARRANGEMEMTS
(a) Japanese Command Relations

(1) Geueral Discuvssion
(2) Chain nf Commaad
(&) wenera’
(b) Naval Chain of Commard
(3) Coordiuation hHetwesn Arry, hir Force and land-
taced Navel Air ‘orcos
(a) Basic Agreemert
(b) Implemonting Agreement
{4) Summaiion
(b) Imtormption wwailirble to the Japanuss Cummonders
(c) Japancie land-based aircraft
(1) Crganization end Composition of Japanese Air
Forces in Southexn Kyushu, Hansei Shoto,
Formusa and Philippines
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PAGE
, (a'® Formose, Nanreil Shotou, Scuthern
s Kyushu Area 221-722
' «b) Fhilippines Area 2235-224
i (2) Types and Generel Characteristice of -Jjapanése
h hireraft Employed in Land Operetioras 224~227
s (=) Fighter Airoraft 2e4=2%5
‘ (b} Bomber Aircreft 226~225
{e) Attaol: Alrcraft 226
/ {d) Recomnsiscance 227
" (e} Airorast Radar Charscteriotics 227
. (3) Japansse Air Bases 227-230
t (a) Xyushu 227
A (v) Nensei Shote 228
T (o) Foraosa 228=-229
g (4) Philippinen 229-230
(d) Japaneras Alr 3Search and Recorualssnuce 230-237
/ (1) Formosa, Nanssl Shoto, Southera Kyushu 232=-234
7 (2) Philiopinea Area 234-237
) (2) Japanass Deployment Naval aad Air Foross 23
. {1) Gunersl Discussion 257-243
(a) Comuanler Mohils Forue Allocations prior ¢o
C . Ootober 10th 280-241
4 ‘v) Commandler Advance Exped tionary Force
o {Submarine Force) Operactions nriae to
Ootobsr 10th “4l-243
(c) Alart on Dotober fth 243
: (2) Operatlons of Coabined Flset and FOURIH Air Aruy 244.452
‘ (1) Operations on October 17th 244-27%
3 (») Operations of CinC, Conbined Flaet 244-207
' Honrs Okinawna under attuck by Allied
carrier planes 244
CinC, “ouwbinad Flset at Shinohiku 244
Diroota Cof3 to issue orders 245
Cofs alsrts 540 Two for base alr foromss
ouly 245
| Coft'3 or-iera CARDIV'a THREE and IFOUR to
complate preparations for land-brsed
air sperations 248
Disousaion of this order 246-248
) CinC, Touhined Flest alsrta HHO Gne and
o SHO Two for base alr forces only 249
v Discussion of this orler 230251
: Advises extent FIFTH tuue Alr Furcs is
to be committed 2b2
Recui7rys Commander SIXTH Bass Air Forcs
Dispatsh outlining plans 262-253
Cot'S, Combined Flast dlrects SECOND
Striking Force prepare for sortie 253-254
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Receivua estinatie or situation from
Commenier Scuthwest Area Fleot
Recelves contact report at 2230 ‘
Operations of Ccmmander Wobile For<e
Raceivuas ordors to complate preparatinns
for land-based operationa of cef-rier
planes B
Receives ordera prepare sortie LiCOND
Strikiug Force
(1) Operations of Commander FIRST
Strikiag Torce
(2) Gporations of Commander Main Force
Crdars 634th and 653rd Alr Groups to
oxpedlte preparations for trunafer
to aouthera Kyushu
(5) Operations of Cormmandew SECONL
Striking Foroe
Renelives orders to expedite acurtie
rreparatio-ns SECON) Striking Foroce
Fvels hls command
Ooarntiona of Buse Alr Forces, October 1Uth
(1) Operations of Commander SIXTH Yase
Air Force
Conducts routline seurches
Retires units of the “T" Force
Bases at Takao
Hoars Okioawa under attack by
Allied Carvisr plenes
Launches searches from Kanoya
Learns that ™T™ Force in nortiern
Kyushu is complating attack
preparatiuvns
Recelves certain orders sad info:mation
Ordors his command to clarify over-all
enemy situation and to destroy enemy
task force
Hears Kanoya searches negative
"T" Foros comnmences attack operationa
Receimes contact report on Allied
carriers
(2) Omeratiors of Comuander FIFTH Base
Adr TForce
Wsars Okinmaws und
sarrieis planes
Receives orders tru CinC, Combined
Fleet
Alerts his commnnd on ordors Commander
Southwost Aroca Fleet
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(¢)

Operations of CG FOURTH Air Army

(2) Operationa on October 1ltn

(a)

(b)

(e)

Oporations of CinC, Combined Flaat
tober 11th
Recoelves report on Okinrwn attack

Roeceives report that Nansei Shoto airfislils

are opsrational as of 800
Receives coatact report on (a) surface
force bearing SSE digtant 380 milea from
Naha (b) Allied carrier task group dis:-
tant 51€ miles from Manilla
Receives intelligence report from Tokyo
Desoribing TF 38
Racsives several ocontuoct reports
Learns of Allied air attuck on Luzon
Alr searches from Xywshu and Oki.--e
negative
CofS canocels sorcie alert of SECOND
Striking Foroce
Orders submarines to Nansel Shoto-Formosa
aren to attack eunemy
Oporations of Ccmmander Mobila Force
(1) Operations of Commander FIRST
Striking Force
(2% Operations of Cormmaander Main Foroe
(3) Operations of Commander SECOND
Striking Force
Receives orders cancelling sortie
alert SECOWL Suiiking Force
Operationa of Pase Air Forcea Ootover 1lth
(1) Operstiona of Commender STXTH Base
Air Foroe
Reco.-wn reports of attsoks on Okinawa
Recaives G300 contact report on Allted
task foroe
Launches saarch planes
Receives 1105 contusot report on Allied
task group
Receives intellisence report fron
Tokyo desoribiang TF 38
Recnives additional contaot reporis
Lesrns of Allied air atteack on Luzon
Orders "“I™ Foroe to Okiaawn to attack
Allied carriers east Formosa
Contact mades at 224b on three septrate
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(2) Jperations of Commander FIFTH Base
Alr Foroe 253-294
Recalvaes seversl cortact reports 293
Hears Allied air atvtask on Aparri 293
Planss not disperaed at Aperrs 293-294
Claims damage, Allies, Japanese 293-294
(d) Operations of C¢ FOURTH Alr Army 294
(3) Operat.ous of Octcber ifth 295-521
{a) Opsrations of CinC, Codined Fiset 235-302
Receivea coutaot repcrt 2245 precsding
day on three separsio Allied carrier
tusk groups 295
Raceives 0240 ocontao’: reposrt om additiomal
£1llied carrier tasc group 295
I'orucsa alertad to probability of attack <956-29C
‘Tormosa attacked et 0648 296
Receivacr reports sasmy planes 296
Slhinchiku attacked 296
Claims demage 4Llliun, Japanese 296-%57
Receives oontaot raports on Allied
carrier group: 297
CofS wotivutes SHI One sud SHO Two for
base alr forces 297
Disoussion of thia order 297-300

Cofs, Tombined Fleet directs Commander
Moblie Forue place all operational carrier
airoraft under Commander SIXTH Base Alr
Force 300=301
CofS, Combined Fleet dirocts China Ares
Fleeat to ocncentrate fighter strength
in Formosa under Commander SIXTH Base

Alr Foroe 301
Recelves coutact repsrt on enemy sirface

force %01
Reneives goutaoct reports on threo Ailiaed

carrier task groups 301-302
Iatervogntes pilots and galus felue im-

prersion ebout results on attacks 3c2
Japanase olainms greatly exaggerated 302

'b) Operations of Commander Mchile Foroe

October 12th 3038-304
Transfers ocarrier plines to Keagoshima,

Kanoye and Ibusuki 303
Disspprores of these transfers: S04
Advised by CofS, Combined Fleet that cerrie:

foroes was not to be used 304
(1) Operations of Comuunder FIRST

Striking Foroe 34
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(2)
(3)

Oporations of Commander Main For:e
Operations of Commnnder SEUOND
Striking Force

{c) Operations of Bausa Air Forcer October 12th

(1)

Operations of Commandser SIXTiU Base
Air Force

Deciies Allies nlar strike Fc¢rmosua or
Luton

Orders “T” Force to Okinswa during
da-kness

Receives 0240 comtact report

Numerous searches underway

Disocussion

Formoga attucled

Racelves contact revorta on allied
carrier taik foroe

Learns "T" torce to attaock ifrom Kyushu

Claims of damage at Shinchiku

Raceives dispatches from CinC,
Combined Fleet

Ordors additional searchea veoause
loss of coatacts Disocussion

Orders cesrtain planes of SEVENTH Base

Air Foroe to Kyushu

T'" Forse departs Kanoya

Recaives additional aircratt

Roecelves 1650 contact report on Allied
Surface Foroe

Receivos oontact report by "T" Force
on three enemy task groups (TF 38)

"

east of Geran Bi uistant 120-140 miles

“T® Force attacks TF 34 and cluims ten

ships set afire, four (carriere) sunk
Effoct of claims oan Commandex SIXTH Base

Alr Force

Operations of Commander FIFTH Base
Alr Force

Receiveds orders Comnander Southwsst
Aren Foroce to deatroy T 38 using
full strungth

Fails o compiee preparations for
attack on October 12th

(d) Operatiors of CG FGURTH Air Army
Plunn attack TF 3¥ in coopsration with
Commander FIFTH 3sse Air Foroe
(4) Operations on Cotober 13th
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(a)

(v)

(o)

Operations of CinC, Combined Fleet
Receives claims of damage infliocted on
enemy
Receives Commander SIXTH Base Air Force
dispatch (0314) Zirecting aircraft of
CARDIV's TFREE and FOUR prepare nove
to Formosa
Discussion
Reocsives 0710 and C712 contaot report on
two Allled oarrier task groups east of
Formoss
Learnc Navsl Genersl Staff reduced claims
to two enowy’ ships sunk, two moderestely
damaged
Receives trird, 1040, centasct roport on
Allied carrier task group
Leurns that planes (43) from Kyushu and
Philippines (17Q) have departed to at:ack
Genorsl air offensive ordered
Discussion
Lesrns “I" Foroe claims damage on TF 38
Learce "T" Force to attack next day
Learns Philiprine sttack group has
returued to base without attacking
CinC, Combined Fleat®s protable estimate
of damage tc Tk 38
Receives Cof3, Combined Fleet satimats
“nore than six ships sunk cr afire®
"zal probable estimate
Learns submarine I« 3 had departed Xure
for asea
Operetions of Ccmmander Mobile Force
Learns planes CARDIV's THREE and FOUR
to be sent Forwoss
(1) Operstions of Commmnder FIRST
Striking Force
‘2) Operstions of Commander Main Force
"'3) Oparstions of Commander SECOND
Striking Foroe
(peratious of the Base Air Forcses,
Ootober 13th
(1) Operations of Ccmmander SIXTH
Bsse Air Force
Eztimates situation
Ovders, 0314, all units except “T*
Force Kyushu to prepare tc depioy
Formosw and attack TF 38 from there
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: Receives “T* Force sttack plan 333-334
" Laupnches air searches 334
'i‘ Receives 0710 end 0713 ooutact
“ reports from one plane on TF 38 334-336
Y Learns of Alliad air attacks on Formosa 335
T Receives Naval Cunsral Suaff eatimate
of 'T" Force attack preceding dey 36
Receiven additicnal contaot reports 336
-4 "™ Force sesarch plaupes (4) depart
. Eancya 337
. Learns that Commander SEVENTH Base Air
Force was transferring tc Kyushu
(260 planes) and CARDIV's THREE ard
FOUR (172 planes) 337-338
T "r® Force (3R plenes) departed 1300
1410 Kyushu to attack TF 23 338
" learns Philippine planes to assist 339
. Situation ns of mid-efternoon 3392240
S *T* Force attacks {F 38 341-343
' Dameges FRANKLIN; torpedoes CANBERRA 341.342
L Ro~eutimates situstion 344
i Decides order general attaock 324
' Learns "I Ferce claims of damage 345
Learns that 444 planes will attaolk
- TF 38 cn followlug day 345.246
£ (2) Operatious of Commsnder FIFTE Baee
’ Alr Force 346=347
: Luunches 131t air attack from Claxk
)> vield 347
: Lack cof ooordination betwewa FIFTH
and SIXTH Base Alr Forcea in attacks
on TF 38 347
Faile to execute atiack because bad
weather 347
(d) Oporations of CG FOURTH Air Army 347
(5) Operatioms on October l4th 348-2€3
(a) Operations of CiuC, Cowbined Fleet 348..282
Allied Plmnes (260) strike Formcsa at 07156 348-349
Receives uvontact reportas on two ocarrier task
groups off Formosa and one RD¥ fix 349
Learns that B~29's (100) from Chica bases
Y have hit Takeo 349
3 o Discussion on intelligonse 360
“o Receives CofS Dispatch directing SECOND
Strikiug Force to sortie 360
Discussion 3560=-352

First attack wave Kyushu bssed planea attaock
T¥ 38 and claims damaging four carriers
(actuslly demaged HANCOCK only) 363
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May have received three additicnal contact
reports 1300, 1630 and 1650 on Allied
carrier task gzroups

lasues 1808 special victory dicpatch clajim-
ing defeat of TF I8

Recelves 2036 dispateh from Cof8 claiming
very heavy sinkings of Allied carriers

Discussion

Learns second attaock wave Kyushu based
planes fails locate enemy

Recsives reports third attack wave Kyushu
based planss sank one oarrier, one light
carrier, oune escort carrier, oue battle-
ship, one heavy oruiser, probably sanl
one light oarriur, one battleship, two
1light crulaers damaging one battleship.
(Aotually torpedoed HOUSTON only)

Recoives CofS FIRST Striking Force dispatch
2250, advising thet force being directed
complete heit:le prepsrations by svenlag
October 15th

Cperatiors »f Command>. Mcbile Foroe

Receivus orders directing SECOND Striking
Foroce sortie

Orders vuics not ordered vortie to joln
Main Force

(1) Operationa of Commencer FIRST Striking

Force
Learns of B-29 attacks un Formosa
Orders AKTSHINO and HAZASHINMO to Manila
Loutr syavs depart 1600
Receives TinC, Covmbined Fleet's victory
dispetch
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354=355
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356~366

o6
366

366-3867

3567

SHT=5L0

368
368
368

368

Receives CinC, Combined Fleet's dispatch
2003 indicating T¥ 38 hed lost nine to

thirte n oarriers
Believes it oaxeggurated snd correotly
decides invasion Philippinss
inevituble
Discussion
Orders his vommnd complete battle
prop;rntionu by evening October 16th
{2) Operaticos of Commandssr Yain Foree
Receives vajta from SECOND Striking
Force
(3) Operations of Commander SECOND Striking
Torae
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369
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Receives, 1230. CinC, Combined Fleet
orders sortie, attack destroy enemy

T e~

Receivas infcrmatlion composition TF

38 from allicd carrier pilot 362-352b
Launches morning asearches 362b
Recelves information about Allied

attacks on IFormosa 353
Recelves two contact reporte, 0750 and

0840 on carrier task groups, and onc

0728 ®O¥ Fix, 0900 263-364
Commander FIrTY-FIRST Air Flotillae

Attack Plan employing 444 planes 364~365
Learns of Ailled attack on Aparri 365
Contacts TG 38,4 off Monila 366
Discussion 367
Recelves 1245 CinC, Combined Vleet

sortia orders to SKCOND Strilking

Force 367
Japenese ordered recover downed pilots 367
Third wave general attack (52 planes)

departs Kanova 1250 368
First wave general attack {112 planes)

departs Okinawa 1330 368
Joined by Kanoya planes (20 pianss) 368
Socond wave general attack (225 jlsnes)

departs Okinawa 1430 359
Establishes position TF 38 369-370
Lesrrs, 1430, of 3-29 attack on Formusa 370
First attack wave attacks TG 38,2 and

38.2 371
Weather conditions 37
Recelves claims of damage, two hits on

two carriers TG 38.2, two carriers

32,3 (HANCOCK received one bomb hit) 371
Discussion of attack technique 372
Estimates situation 372
Receives 1€30 contact reports on car-

rier tack group (BB's, CV's and CD's)

hut no locsilon glven 3773

ONFIDE s 18
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damaged shigps 360
Holds conference Iwakuni on projected
operutions 361
Decides depart Iwakuni 2,00 pass
thru Bungo Suido at 0700 361
(c) Operations of the Base Air Forces Octobexr
14tk 262-382
(1) Operations of Commarder SIXTH Base
Air Forco 362-380
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Second general attmck wave, excopt for
sevounteen torpedo planes, fails to
make contact

Terpsedo planes attack TG 3843 claiming
hit on *wo cruiseres. Actually no
damage

Receivea 1550 udditional contact report
on carrisr tusk group (one carrie.,
one escort carrisr, one battleship,
saveral destroyers): nc location given

Discvussiovn of contacte

*T" Rorce attacks 1330 14 L8l

Isgues orders for followlng days
oporations

*T" Foroe attaocks 2024 HOUSTON group

Recoives revizad ~atimate CofS, Counm
bined Fleet of "T™ Force damage on
TF 38 October 12th, 13th

Disoussion

(2) Operation of Cormander FIFTH Base
Air Force

Prepares to attack TF 38

Learns of attack on Aparri

Discussion

Recolves 1005 oontact report on two

gurfece ships
Leuras FOURTH Air Army uneble attack

(d) Oporations of CG FOURTH Air Army

{6) Cperations on October 15+h

(a) Opurations of CinC, Combined Fleet

Rocaives 0800 contact report oa four
carriers (TG 38e%) bearing 066°(1)
distant 240 miles from Mzaila

Discussion CinC, Combined KFlset's roaction

Recoives 0930 contact roport elaven ahipn
{15 30,3) bearing 098°(T) distant 260
ndlas Taiao

Learus of Allisd attaok on Vanila and of
daaege claimad

Learns of attack 1040 by Luzon planes on
TF 3844 Claims direot hit on battleship
or cruiser, fActually FRANKLIN hit with
slight damage)

Leurng that 0930 contact included two
carrisrs

Reaceives composita eatimate 1600 which
showsd probability of but two carriers
off Formosa
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Recrives additioral contact report of four
carriers bearing O£5°(T) distant 600 miles
from Manile

Now agtimates two carriers off Formosa,
oight off Luron - to=al ten carriers

Air group attecks 1600 snesy (TG 3841) and
cleims hit carrier. (Actually no hrits
made )

Leaurns results of atltack 1530 (TG 3844) by
planes ¢f FIFTH Base Air Force and FOURTH
Air Army; claimed one lurge zarrier sunk,
two cerriers afire, ons cruiser damuged

Leti'ns that reconnsissance had discovsred
in Admiraity Isiends, four carrisrs (in-
ciuding two large carriers, one escort
carrier) three battleships, four sriisers,
thirteen destroyerc, twenty transports

Discussion

Receives CofS, Combined Fleet Di joatoh
claining great suscess

Reoceives information that the J=4b, I-04,
J=56 had departad Inland Sea for opore
ations against TV 38

(b) Operations of Commander Mobile [crse
(1) cporations of Commander FIRST Striking
Foroe
Fuels his comnand
Receivas CinC, Tombined Flee%t dispatch
advising his somand of imminexnt
destiuction of TF 38
(2) Operations of Commander Main Forue
(3) Operationa of Commander SECCND Striking
Force
Passes 0730 Bunpgo Suido with SECOMD
Strikxing Forces leaa DESDIV TAENTY-
ONE
Is contacted 0746 by BE3UGO
DESDIV TRENTY-ONE passes 1060 Bunge
Suido
Is coaotaoted 1107 by BESUGO
Both contects unknown to Commander
SECOND Striking Force
erationa of the laase Alr Forces on
Cecober 15th
(1) Cperations of Cowmender SIXTH Base
Alr Foren
Roeorganizes his command
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i Numerous searches are launched 295-396
Discussion 396

Recelver coutact report C300 on carrier
task group {four carriers) besaring
; 066°(T), 240 miles from Manila
b (TG 3844) 397
Fails to receive contact reporv Otol
on carrier task group (five carriers,
three battleships) bearing 210°(T),

120 miles from Miyako (TG 3841) 398
. Receives report of Formosa nlund ate
ey tack (0900) on carrier de&d in water 398
= Receives contast report 0930 eleven
 ° ships, destroyers, trailing oil
o (TG 30.3) - 399
Learns Manll; attacked 1025 by eighty
N enemy airciaft 399
. Learus, 111:, planes from Philippinses
o had mado fiirect hit on battleship or
- cruisers’ 400
: Learns the't group contactad (y30 had
: two carriers among eleven ships 400
: Orders all air forces on Formosa to
attackz above group 400

fails to roceive contaot report 112§
W on carrier task group (one large
' carrier, one medium .arrier, one
small carrier) (TG 38.1) 401
) Recoives raport indicating one rather
' than two carriers im the two carrier
group 401
Receives addltional contasct report on
carrier task group (four carriera
bearing 056°(T) distant 600 miles
from Manila 402
. Estiwates now two sarriers off Formosa,
eight off Luzon; total ten osrriers 402
Learns attack zroup rsturns to base
because of engine trouble 402
Discussion 402
Learns Fhilippine planes had attacked
(1645-1600) task group NE of Maaila
sinking ons carr. sr, setting afire

B
-
I .

two cearriers, damaging one cruiser 403
Learns of attack by Okinawa plsnes on
TG 38,1, claims dumage unknown 403

Issues orders for following day (1855) 404
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. Learns "T" Force on Kyushu fails attack
A Recelves CinC, Combined Flaet's orders
: to carry on general offenulve

Directs forces on Formosa to be ready
on 30 minutes notlce after Q600
(2) Nperations of Commander FIFTH Base
Air Force
Recelvas contact report on four cuar-
riers bearing 066°(T) ciatant 240
miles from Manila (TG 38.4)
Launches air ettack (0920) against
TG 38.4
Menila nttacked
Recelves report attack on TG 38,4
scores direct hit on battleship
or cruiser
Recelves various contact reports
Launches second air attack 1400 apainst
TG 38.4
& Recelves contact repori 1500 (four
: carriers) bearing 055°.T) distant
600 miles from Manila
Now knows of elght curviers off Luzon
possibly three carrviers off Manila
Learns swcond air attack had sunk one
cuarvier and set flight decks afire
N twe carriers, dsmaped one cruiser
; Learnyg Commander [WENTY-SIXTH Adr
: Flotilla crash dived plane into
curvier thus starting KAMIKAZE units
Launches two additional usttrcks which
fail to wmake contsact
Recetves order continue general
offenaive
(d) Operations of CG FOURTIH Air Army
(7) Operations on October 16th
(a) Operations of CinC, Cowbined Flaet
Estimates the situntion
Receives contact reports by flying boat on
three =eparate Allled task groups; also
receives preceding day's reports (a) 0830,
of five carrviers bearing 210%(T) distant
120 miles from Miysko (b) 1125, three
carriers and (e¢) 2107, search planes had
made no contact other than 1125 contact
Discussion
Decides tranafer headquarters from Shin-
chiku to Takao
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Receives intelligence dispatch from
Imperial Generel Headquarters warning
against (a) attucks by Chine based air
forces on Formoss and Luzon and (b)
intensification of Allied gubmarine
activity

Receives fa) contact report 0920 of two
carriers, four battlesuips SE of For-
mosa aid two battlesilps, four cruisers,
five to slx deatroyers near 0920 group
(b) contuct report of rour carriscrs
about 600 miles NE Manils (TG 38.1) and
(c) contact report 1030 of seven car-
risrs, seven buttleships, ten crulsers
and desiroyers SE of Formosa

Now cunfronted hy at lea~* thirteen carriers

Re-estimntes situation -.nd issues dispateh
advising possible countreattack and
directing (1) base air force destroy
enemy (2) SECCND Striking Force cooper-
ate with air force operations and (3)
subnarine units attack enemy

Discussion this disputehe

Receives CofS, Combined Fleet dispatceh
(1226) to Commander SECOND Striking
Force

Learns B-29's are attacking Fcrmosa

Receives CofS, Combined Flaeet directive

, f{1405) to Commander FIRST Striking Force
to pregare to sortie and also recelves
CofS explenatory dispuatch

Discussion these dispatches

Learns thul attack group (107 planes)
from Formousa had attackod two carrier
task group dnmaping one carrier. one
battleship

Recelves lmperial General Hoodquartsrs
exagperated armnuncement 1720 reporting
"eleven carriers, two bactleshlps,
three crulsers, one destroyer sunk,
six carriers, two lLattleships, four
crulsers, e.cven others damnged®

Recelves CofS, Comblaed Fleet dispstch to
Commander SKCOND Striking Foree di-
recting him, if unabl=2 mrke night at-
tack, to retire Mzko

Discussion this dispatch
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(v) Operations of Commander Mobile Force

(1)

Opsrations of Commander FIRST Striking
Foroo

Coantinues preparations for battls

Receives information CinC, Combined
Flset has shifted hesadgusrters to
Takmo

Prosumably receives contaot reports

Reseives orders prepars to sortie

Reocsivss Cof3, Ciabined Fleet 9x-
planatory dispatoh ntating plan
serd FIRST Striking Force to de-
olsive battls with TF 38

Decides dispatch confussd

Jusues instruoctions expediting prepa-
rations sortie

CinC, Combined Flest fails to send
oilers to Brunei Bay

Operationa of Commander Waia Forvs

Opor=clons of Comuander SZCOND Siriking
Foeroe

Isaues composite intelligence report

Contiauee present operationa

Refuels deatroyera

Reaeivea dispatoh warning of attacks
by China based uir forces on Foraosa,
Luzon e¢nd warniny agalnst submarines

Sights Allied figaters, discontinues
{usling

Retires (1450) to north

Learns more tnan six oarriers operating
oast, of Formosa

DESDIV TWENTY-OME sights oarrier planes

Rroelives Cof3, Combined Fleet intel-
ligence dispatoh concarning location
suenmy forces

Pructices radio deoeption using USHIO

Receivens CinC, Conbinaed Fleet dis;atokr
advising present situatior ani di-
reoting him cooperate with nir force
oparations

Is attacksd with torpedoss 2021 by
SKATE but attack not obgerved

Ds3SDIV TRENTY-UNE rejoins

Contacts SKATE and attacks (insffectlivs)

HATSUHARU becomrs loat in showsr

Receives inatruoti s retire Mako if
endmy carrier groups jutect aad nlght
attack impossible
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{ Discussion this diaspatch 428
k (¢) Operations of the Base Air Forcus,
\ October 16th 429442 ’
. (1) Operations of Commancer SIXTH Base
i Alr Force 429-449
¥ Recelves contact reports by flying
i boat on three aevarate Allied task
£ groups, Also receives reports (a)
i 0830, October 15th, five carriers
3 veuring 210°(T) distant 120 miles
v Miyako Jime () 1125, thrue car-
¥ riers (one lurge carrier, one
3 medium carrler, one swull carrier)
i due east Geran Bi, Formose 429-430
H Senrches depart 430
" Attack group (ninety-nine planes)
i departs Yyushu 430a
. Estimates situation and issues in-
s siructions to SIXTH Base Alr Force
i; to reyroup, sttack and advance full-
' strength to Formosa for SHO Oper-
H atlois declsivy battle 430a
. Discussion this order 1130-L30b
g Acts to renlenish =ircraft on Formosa Li31
v Recrivaes coutact report 0920 two car-
b riers, four Luttleships, and nearby
b, two butileships, four cruisers, five
‘3 tc six destroyeras (TG 30.3). 131
b Orders this [orce attacked L32
! Prosumably learns ot four carrviers
‘s 600 miles NE of Manila )32
P Discussion present situation h37-433
: Recelvey contact report 1030 seven car-
| riers, soven battleships, ten cruisers
. destroyers SE of ¥Formosa h33s
A Estimates situstion ;33-034
Learns Kyushu attack group (ninety-
3 niny planes) had feiled attack and
0 had returr.ed base i3l
y Learns Formusa ethtack group (107 planes)
i has departed b3h

Recelves orders CinC, Combined Fleet to
clarify situation, concentrate atrength

destroy enemy )38
Recelves report B-2G's over Formosa L35
B-29's attacked by certain fighters 36
Discussion change in objective from
carriers to B-29's 1136
Beconas concerned over elaven carriers
S reported south of Okinawa 136=-0L37
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(2)

Alerta SIXTH Base Air Force to pos-

8ibility moving forces from Formosa
%o Okinawe in order better attack

TF 38

Presumabiy learus “T® Force (28 planes)

leparta 1340
group

to attaock two carrier

Learns of attack by 70 Foruosa planes
ort of 107 plane group on two oar-

rier group.

ons battleship.

HOUSTON only

Danaged one carrier and
Actually damaged

Presumably l.arns 1430 Pnilippines
(22 plane) sttack group had failed
to locate target =ui hed raturned

to base

Recelves Imperial Ground Headquarters
exaggorated annocuncement that Jap=-
anede hed sunk ard dearaged msny

Allied shipa

Learns "T" Foroe hsd returaned to base
without attacking

Orders night searches

Learus 2030 that atterncon searches
had failed to locete enexy

Issuss 2117 orders ’or next days

operations

Lesrus of impending bud weather
learns that about thires-quarters or
"T* Foroe hus been lost since

October 10th

Oporations of Commander FIFTH Btue

Alr Foroe
Reaives three

conteoct rejoxrts on

Allied carrier tusk groups off
Formosa sl Manila

Learns that CinC, Coubined rleet shifts
headquarters from Shinchiku to Takmo

Receivens ordor to oclmrify situation,
conoontresy strength mnd desiroy

enemy

Learns unit of THIRD Bame Alr Foyros
ordered to him for duty

Launches, in cooperation with CG FOURTH
Alr Aruy, small strike which fails to

find target

Weather conditiona worseu.ng
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() Operations of CG POURTH Air Arny
Receives three cortaist reports on
Allied cmrrisr tasc groups off
Formosa and Manila
Makes pinuns for empliyment reinforcements,
expected arrive from Japan, China
(8) Operations until 0719 Ou':ober 17thL
(a) Operations of inC, Combined 1Meet
Awaits resdults of uight and enrly worning
tearches
(b) Operations of (‘ommeniler Kobile Force
(1) Operations of Coimander J'IRST Striking
Foroe
(2; Operationa of Cimmancer Main Foroe
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Force
(¢) Cperations of liase Alr Foroes until 0719
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(1) Operutions of ‘cumander SIXTH Base
Alr Yorom

Conducts conifnusus night eearches
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Luunches wvorring seacchas
(2) Operstiomn oi' Commander PIFTH Base
Air Foroe
(d) Operations of CG FOUR'E Alr hrwy
(3) Discussions of losses, Japuiete nircraft Ootober
10th-0719 Ootober 17th
(£) Japsueme pouition st 0719 Ootober 17th
(g) Composition of Forows aud Taske asuigned (0718 Ootober
17th 1544),.
(a) Combined leet
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(lg Mtia Foroe
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(3) FIRST Striking Force
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INTRODUCT ION

The Buttle for Leyte Gulf is an actlon of greel interest tc students
of Naval History foi several reasons. It was the first occasion in which
Japanege ani Allied naval and air forces had engaged in a colossal fleet
battle, wherein the entire Japanese Navy supported by Army Alr Forces in
the Philippines and Formosa ongaged the major portioa of ths Allied Naval
and Air Forces in the central and south Pacifio theaters with both ships
and planes; it was fought in & series of more or less indepsndent but
nevartheless olcsely rolated actions; it embraced the sixteen days be-
tweon October 10th, when the Allied carrier task foroes struck Okinawa,
end Qotober 26th, when the Japanese ¥leet finally retiroed, badly dsfeated,
from battle; it highlighted clearly the problems of oommand arisiug from
coordinated operations betwsen theater commanders as well as between in=
dependent commandors wherein one of those theater or independent commnund-
ers id in a cupporting role to the other; it was an outstanding tactical
and strutcgic vioctory for the Allies,

This analysis is concerned with the prelimiuary phases of the battle
commencing with the alr strikes by Allied carrier task forces (TF 38)
againast the Nansei Shoto on Ootober 10th and eunding with the 0719, Octo=-
ber 17th, contact report by Japanese lookouts on Suluan Island on Alliea
surface forces entering Leyte Gulf. Tho principal operations during this
time were the air strikus by TF 38 agairst Formoss on Ochtober 12th, 1ldth,
and 14th to be kmown in this enulysis as the Battle off Formosa, but
known by the Japanese as tho Battle of Formosa.

The battle resulted from operations connected with the selzuru by the
tllies of the Leyte-Western Samar Ares of the Philippines and the subse~
quent efforts by the Japanese to prevent these operations from being
suocesaful,

Prior to moving into the Philippines, the original Allied Plan called
for the completion (&) by Communder in Chief Pacific Ocean Aveas (CINCPOA)
of STALEMATE II, which involved the capture cf Peleliu, Angaur, Ulithi
and Yep,* and (b) by Commander Southwest Pacific Area (CCMSOWESPAC) of
INTERLUDE, *+ which involved the capture of Morotai, and of GOSSIPMONGER,**
wvhich involvod the capture of Talaud,.

+ CINCPOA Joint STalf Study, STALEMATE 1, July 14th, 1944.
++ Director of Naval Records and History, Lotter to President, Naval War
College, December 18th, 1950,
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However, before STALEMATE IJ and INTERLUDE could be effected, Com-
mander THIRD ¥leet, (COMTHIRDFLT) in making carrier-based air strikes on
Mindanao preliminary to these operaticns, noted an unexpected weakness
of enemy air resistance on that islsnd, This prompted him to make ad-
ditional air strikes into the central Philippines. These additional air
strikes, made on Septomber 12th and 13th, disclecsed a similar weakness in
air resistance in *he central Philippines. As a consequence, at 1200,
September 13th, he recommended by disyatch to CINCPCA, that STALEMATF II be
cancelled, and that KING II, the capture of Ley*e, which had been sched-
uled for December 20th, be iluaugureted immediately.* CINCPCA, nt 1647,
repliod that Phase I of STALFMATE 7T, which involved the capture of
Feleliu ad Angaur, would be carried out as planned, but that consjderc-
tion was being given tuv the abandonment of that portion of Fhass I1 which
involved the cepture of Yap.,%* CINCPCA mlsc notified COMAOWESPAC of
COMTHIRDFLT's proposals, On September 13tk, tha Joint Chiefs of Staff
advised COMSOWFSPAC that they considered the KFING II Operaticn "highly
desirable and that it would both advance the progress of the war LUy many
menths and simplify arrcngcments feor further operations,"™*= At 1000,
September 14th, CINCPCA inforned COMINCH, who informed the Joint Chiefs
of Staffs, among other items, that he thoupht that the repture of Yap was
probatiy no longer necessary and inferred acceptance c¢f an early movement
Into Leyte *¥*¥

Also on September 14th, COMSCWESPAC concurred thai Yap should be by-
passed but stated thet more information concerning current air sctions was
necessary before he could make a final decision **¥*% This message was
received in Washingtcn at 0304, Eastern Daylipht Time (2zone #£4) September
14th,

On Coptember 15th, COMSOWESPAC advised the Joint Chiefs of Staff
that, in view of the latest report from COMTHIRDFLT concerning air
operations *n the Philippines, he (COMSCWESP’C) was ready to initiate
KING II at once with target date of Uctober 20th.*s%***s Thig messapge
was received in Weshington at 2128, Eastern Daylight Time, September
14ith,

* CCMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 130300, Sentember 1944, tc CINCPOMA info
COMECWESPAC and COMINCH,
®% CINCPOA Dispatch 130747, September 1944, to CCMTHIRDFLT 4nfo
COMSOWESPAC and COMINCH,
%% Joint Chisis of Staff Dispateh No, 24, Septewber 13th, 1944,
to COMSCWESPAC,
“wx® CINCPOA Uismpatch 140101, September 1944 to COMINCH,
¥uEe® CUMCOWRSPAC Dispatch CX17697, September 14th, 1944 to Joint
Chlefs of Staff.
vaxax® COMSOWESPAC Dispatch No. Cl7744, September 1944 to Joint
Chiefs of Staff,
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) On September 15th, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, who were at Quebsc

1 attending the Octegon Conference, apprcved wnd advanced KING II, from Dec~
{ ember 20th to October 20th.* This message was received in Washington at

S 2327, Eestern Daylipght Time, Septembes 1l4th,

| The landings, therefore, ¢ Peleliu and Morotsi, took place on Septeme
E ber 156th as 8schedulad, and the operatirn for the capturs of Angaur, fol-

. lowed on September 1l7th, Meanwhile, COMTHIRDFLT decided to go ahead with

i the seizure of Ulithl, which, while included in Phase II of STALEMATE II,

b was apparently but lightly defended. All of the above operatiouns were
highly successful. lMorotai fell on September 15th with negligible re-

i sistance, Angaur, ou September 20th and Ulithi, on September 2ira with

| n> resistance whatsoever, and Peleliu, on Ostober 13th after a very bloody
and costly operstion,

Up to this timo the Japane:e had been steadily defeatod by Allied
Joraes, both in the west central Paocific and in the socuthwesteru Pacifie,
with the couceauent loss of vital strategisc areas, With their great defeat
in June in the rirstc Battle of the Philippine Sea, and with the ensuing
loss of the Marilamas they had finally reelired that the time had ocome to
take a firm stead. They had therefore planned a series of defensive opera-
tions, kmown as the "SJH0O" (Victory) operations, which were designed to
deny to the Allies a {oothold in the "iast ditch"™ island chain bastion of
the Japanese Empire, Tiuiis bzstion extended from the Empire throush the
Nansei Shoto, Formosa and the Philippines and; on occasions, included the
Bonin Islands. The Japaness clearly perceived that should this bastion
bo broken at any important pluce, such as the Philippines, industrial
Japan and the resources of the southern areas wouldl be forever separated,
They diviudd this major area into four specific areas &and prepared plans

. which prescribed the action to be taken should tho Allies attempt land-
ing operations within any of these leaser arcas, These four areas wore
(a) the Philippines (termed SHO Ome), (b) the Formosa, Nansei Shoto,
southern Kyushu area (termed SHO Two), (c) the Kyushv, Shikoku and Honshu
area, which on occasion embraced areas around the Bouins (termed SHO Three),
end the Hokkaido area (termed SHO Four). These plars whioh were quite com-
plete, provided for "holding this line right wheire it was by committing
all of the Navy and as much of the Army and eir strength as could be made
available into a finish fight."** Each plan was to be an all-out effort,

e s a -
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With the ocommencemen’ of the Allied air strikes against the Nansei
Shoto, Formosa and northern Luton, the Japanese did not activate the SHO
operations. Instead, as will be discussed later, they activated the bass
air forces only and endeavorod to defeat the Allied carries force by land-
bagad air powsr alone, These countermeasures oulminated in the Battle

off Formosa.

* Jolot Chiels ol otall Dlispatch Octagon o1A to COMSOWESPAC, CINCPOA.
*» Campaipns of the Pacific War, USSBS Naval Analysis Division, 1946,
page 281,
1
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CONIRRNIRT

A BRIEF NARRATIVE OF THE PRELIMINARY PYASES OF THE BATTLE FOR

LEYTE GULF INCLUDING THE BATTLE OFF FORMOSA

The directive of the Joint Chief of Staff to COMSOWESVYAC and
CINCPCA on Septsmber 15th put into effect the Allied plsn for the
capture of Leyte commencing on October 20th. This plan roquired that
large amphibious forces be assembled in Manus, Admiralty Islends, and
Hollandia, ¥ew Guinea, under COMSOWKLSPAC, and strong oarrier foross in
the Western Pacifio largeliy tased et Ulithi, Manus and Saipan, under
CINCPOA. These forces were to be supported by (a) powsrful land-based
alr forces operaiing from the recently captured Marianas, Paluu, Morotai,
Biak, northern Solomons, and from bases located at Darwin, Australia,
in China, and in certain of the Netherlands Indier, (b) poworful sub~
marine forces operutinc along the Javansse line of cormunications from
Japan to the Netherlands Indies,

Although the Allivs had planned cheir operations with secreocy, the
Japanose, through their knowledge of Allied operationsa and through cer-
taln intelliyence information, had formed a tairly accurate opinion as
to when the /.1lies wuuld movy into the southern Philippinese They had
not ouly astablished “his time ss during or after the last ten days in
ctober, bu:, in add‘tion, had forucast that such landing operations
would be preceded by vast carrier-based air strikes to destroy the Jap-
anese slr strength in southern Kyushu, Nansei Shoto, Formosa, and the
Philippines.

The Japanese plmuned to defest tho Allied operations by the employ-
ment, £ (a) land-based eir power, (b) a powerful turface force (FIRST
Striking Foroe) operating out of Linggs-Singapore, (c) a carrier task
foras (Maln Fovce) and a light surface foroe (SECOND Striking Foroe),
both operating out of the Inland ses, and () by submarins forces
dpecrating in the objective area,

The Allied plen bocame effective, insofar ws the Japanese were con-
zurned, Ociober luth, for, on that date, TF 38, consisting of four task
groups (TG's 3841, 3842, 384%, and 38e4) struck Okinawa. The Japanese
had expectsad an attrnok by carrier-based planes in this Area at this time
and had not only mlerted the area to this possibility but had retired
their principal a’r attaok force~=-the "T™ Forgse--frcm southern Kyushu
to more sscure buses in order to protect it from the impending attackes
Deapite the faoi that Americen air attacks were expected, this attack
fouud the Japapese CinC, Combined Fleet at Shinchiku, Formosa, instead

adt ol LI a Landaiioenda r R Y -
Ol &t 18 ass.agquar t8rs nsar TG}C}O.

(1) Operations on QOctobsr 1Oth at Nansei Shoto.

The American attack coasisted primarily of four large
successive air strikes preceded by a fighter sweep and supported by

COggERR R
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soveral riail aeerches, 4 total of 1396 aorties were msde for all
purposcs.

This atiaok csused considerable destruction to Japanese planos,
favilities and chippinge The Jepmnese admitted losing thirty-six naval
planes, including five search planes, on Okinaws alons, and alao admitted
losing «ll army plenex in thoe objective erons The Americans, on the
other hand, lost twenty-one planes from all causses.

As 8 result of this sttuck on Ckinawa, the Japancse alerted SN0 Omw
and SHO Two for thes Base Alr Furces ounly, aund ordered (a) all operationnl
planes of CARDIV's THREE and FOUR to prepure for land-based r>~v~ticns,
(b) the SECOND Striking Foroce to prapare to sortie, and (e} . STXTH
Base Alr Force to destroy the enemy.

As a result of numerous sewrchss, the Japensse sucoevded on this
date in making contaot at 1633 on one thres-oarrier task group. and at
1640 on one two~carrior task group, which groups were roughly forty miles
aparte The Japsrese were uunable to exploit theas contaots.

While T: 38 was naking the sbove strikes, th: [irst wvolt of th
Allied amplibious forces, the mioeswoeping group, departed Munus fo. Leyte.

Durlaog this time the Allied submarines sank seveiul meichant shipse
The Japunese submerines were generally in port and the Cew at sea mude
nc oontactse

(2) Operations on October 1lth mgainst Aparri, L rone

COMTHIRDFLT on this date fusled Ti 38 and lauxr‘':ied oue
sourch of eight planes and an afternocon air sttack of sixty-cie planes
against Aparrie The attack om Aparri, which gained surprise, “wus suc-
cessful, destroying by Americen olaims, since Japanese reports are sot
availeble, fiftcen Japenese plenes and dumaging facilitioss Th: Awericens
lost seven planes, of which six wore operationsl lossese. The scwrch wes
negatives

While TF 38 was accomplishing the above, Tractor Groups ABLE and
BAKER ¢i the Southern Attack Force of the mmphibiocus forces dejaryed
¥anus for Leyte. ’

During this day the Jspanese received a number of reports loonting
the task groups of TF 86 with reasonmble acowacye Since these loue=~
tions were genorally in the direction of t{he Fhilipplussz, the Japanese
cancelled the sortie alert for the SECOND Strilking Force, and ordered
coertain submarines to sea to atteok TF 38 off Formosa, The first nube

marine did not depart om ¢his mission until twe days laters

The Allied submurines, on this date, made several conteotm ou con~
voys and sapk several merchant shipsw. The Japanose submurines were gen-

erelly in port and the few at sea mnde no contacts,
SQUAEITIAL ™
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(3) Operatious on Octotnr 12th, 13th and 14th (Battle off ;
Formosa ). .

(a) Operaticn= ou (stober 12th,

COMIHIRIFLT on this day comme:ced his cperations ]
sgainst Formosae The American attecx, as on Oc:ober 10th, consisted
primarily of four large sucoessive «air strikes preceded by & fighter
sweep and supported vy several small a!r searches, A total of 1378
sorties were made for all purposcse

This eltisck did not effeot surprise, tinco the Japanese hsd been
alertrde The American pilots met determined sir oppositiog but acheiv~ {
ed vsry sucoessful resultss They lost in this atteck furty-eight planes
from w11 caures,

As 3 ocondequence of this attaok, the Japanese activut+1 Sli0 One and
SHO Two or the Buse Air Foroes onlye This was « aerious cuviation from
the SHO plans for the Comiined Fleet, ahich plans oslled {or the retire-
ment of tls principal air forcus from the objective area during the earli- 1
er phases (f oarrier attacks mo ti.at they would be svailabls for the
vimultaneow' all-out atteck of al' forces. Such simulteaneous employment
¢f all forces both surfesce and air, inoluding land and carrier-based air-
craft, was t¢ be uased only against an Allied landing at the time of land-

11\8.

In additisn to thie, the Jupanese pisved the operutional airoraft of
CAIDIV's THREE snd FOUR and the entire fighter strength of the China Alr
Fleet under the operational vomiand of their Base Air Force Commander in
Formosas They 11lsu attacked YTk 38 with their ™I™ Force (1Cl attack plaoes)
and slaimead ten ships set afire, of which four (oarriers) sanke Tha Jap-
enese lost in thia attack aomm forty-two planess However, they beliuved,
beciiuse of these clairs, that their land-based aircraft was erfective
aga. not TF 38¢ .otually, no ship of TF 38 received any dammge whatsoever.

A 1isd submirines made soms merchant ship contacts and torpedoed
one deniroysre Japanese rubmsriues at mses mads no important contaocts,

During this day the San Riocurdo Attack Group of the Northsrn Attack
Force departed Manus for Leyte and the Diuagwt Attsok Group departed
FHollandim for Leyts.

(b) Opvrations on Dctober 13the
COM"HIRDFLT successfuliy attacked Formosa in a manner
cluvilar to that of the preceding dsy excepting that he lauuched three,

rether than four, vucoessive air sirikes, supported by several limited
‘v searchess A toutel of 974 sortivs were mades

TF 356 lost twelve planes in there attackse

~covrTom T~
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s During tho day the Jupanese transferrsd the cperational amircraft of )
; CARDIV's THREE and FOUR to Formosn, This practically insurod that these
plaaea would rot be returned to the currlerse

i Also during ths day the Japanese High Commani evaluated tho preoced- \
i : fag doy's atiack on TIF 38 by the "T™ Force us "twu enemy ships sunk; two '
l ! moderately dusugud-® Thi: was well belouw the uriginal ostimste.
|

; The Jepenases uad. nwneroua c¢ontucts on the task groups of Tk 38
! thioughout the duye vurlnyg tho day thuy launched a 170~plane atiack
group corposed of both Army and Navy plenes from the Philippines to at-
tack the Amsriosn tnek force, but the attack was not made. At evendng '
twilight the "T™ Fovco (forty-thres plenos) atiscked TG's 3841 and 38e4
ond olsimed huving s'wk three cerriers, ouve battleship, one cruiser, and
haviny, damajed twe . urrivrue Tho Japsncso High Commund eveluated this
P stimck as “eix shipn surk or set safires™ actuslly they hud torpedoed
! the CANBLRRA wrd had infliotsd sli Mt demiige to the FRANKLINe The Jap=
enese admitted losing in this asttack, fromwrious causes, twenty out of
" the forty-throe pluneose Beccaso or' the reported succoss of this attack \
' ond because o the American attaciza on Formosa, the Japanese decided to

; launch s general air oi'fensive on the followiny doy ageiost T} 38. Moan~
I vhile, COMIHIWDYILY decided tu save the CANBLRRA, formsd a protective

r group, tho CANBERRA Group, to oscort it to safety, and oovered it with
threo task groupa. Il ordored the fourth tesk group, TG 38.d to attiook
northern Luzoue

Durirg tho day the tale Atteck Group, the Earbor Entrance Fatrol
Group, and certein witu of the laumou Aituck Group, ull of thu Northern
Atteack Force, plus the Close Covering Gruup of the Philippiues Attmck
Force, doparted liollundiu for Leyte.

The Allied yubnerices :ountucted & numter of merchant shipus and sunk
Sovorale Japanuse submm:-lnes st sea made no important countwotr. One
submarine departed Yn'e:1 Sews fuor oporations ugalnst Tk 386

Vo {0) Cperetions on Outober lith.

P tn this day COMIHIRDIMLYT mttmcked vormcsu with throee

. out of four task groups but made ouly oune strike, This strike, conuist-
ing of 246 plenes, wos deniyued to reduce the possibility of effective
air attaok againet the CANUEHRA Group which he had designated as TG 30,3
: £t thlis uwame time the Luszon task group, TG 3844, attacked Aparri with
i twenty~four planvse A similar attack agairst Laovag failed btecause of
Lol bad weathor,

Upon completion of the strike on Formosa, TG's 2842 ond 38,2 retired
tovurds thelr fueling renderzvous, TG 3841 remained to cover TG 30eZe

During and becnuse of the attack, TF 38 lost (&) on Formosa, twentye
three planes, and (b) on Aparri, six planes. T
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Meanwhile Yormosa war attacked about midday by 10¢ B-2G's of the f
TWENT1ETH Bomber Ccmmand operating from China. These F .2G's did con- '
siderable damage in the Takao aren losing two planes operatlonally.

The Jepanese maintained contact on TF 38 thrcughout the day. Com-
mencing in the late forenoon, planss to assist in the general attack
commenced departing their bases, In addition the SECOND Striking Fo:ce
Ly was ordered to seu to destroy enemy ships which might be crippled by the
general attack., Including the reconnalssance planes a totsl of 360
plnaes were launchsd oy the Japarese for a daylizht attack against TF 38,

Some of thece planes, in poor weather, attacked TG's 38.2 and 38,3 .
inflicting slight damuge on HANCOCK, However, many units fulled to !
N moke contact,

e An sdditional fifty-two planes of the "T" Force were launched for a
! dusk attack. These planes struck TG 38,1 ss scheduled and callmed sink-
! ing one lerge carrier, one smali carrior, one escort carrier, one bat-

’ tleship, one heavy cruimer, Most clelms were made by Army pilots. Actu-
ally the only demage done wAs the torpudoing of +the HOUSTON. COMTHIRDYLT
decided to save the HOUSTON, and formed a protective group, the HOUSTON
Group, to escort it to aafety,

I The Jupanese, in u revised estimnte of dumage inflicted by “"T" Force
i on October 12th and 13th, claimed having sunk (a) October 12th, six to

[ eight carriers, and (b) October 13th, three to five carrlers. Thls was
. a total of from nine to thirtecn carriers.

During this day Attack Groups ABLE und BAKFR of TF 79 departed
" Munus for Leyte,

The Allied subwarines on this date made a number of coatacin on
merchant shipping und sank several ships. Jupuanese submarines sl sea
made no important contacts.

(d) Sumnary:

CTF 38 believed that hu haud destroyed in the Battle
off Formona 655 Japanese planes in the alr, on the ground or in the
water, Japanese datu indlcatss a probability thut they lost 492
planes, including 100 Army planes of all types. In addition thera
was heuvy damage Lo shipping and aircraft facilitles but records
available as to the nature und magnitude of this damage provide

A S SN
WeageT information,

(4) Operations on October 15th,

The Japanese on this date commenced a series of broadcasts
wheroin thoy claimed the destruction of virtually all of the THIRD Fleet,
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At thies same time COMTHIRDILT recsived word thnt the Japsuese bhelioved
TV 38 tc be retiring because of thelr aiyr attacks and had ordered car-
riers and surfeco vessels opersting in cooperstioc: with tho base ai.:
foroes to deutroy the enemye COMTHIRDILY Jecided to comply with his
bagic instructions tc “destroy major portion of the snemy fleet®™ and,
omploying TG 304 as & lure, endeavored vLo obimin s fleet actions At
the ssmy time he advised COMSOWESPAC thot uc fast carriers would be
available to support KING II until further noticees He ordered TG's
3%.2 and 3843 to complote fueliny and then to assume a covering posi-
tion over the reatiring foroes and to lsuach senrches on the following
mornl ng e

Meanwhile COMIUEVENTHMLT dwoided to jroceed with KING IT, CINCPQA
roedisposed hls submarines to provide reconnalssance, and CTG J0.3
closed tho HOUSTON Group and merged with it making it a couposite
TG 30l e

On thias day CTIG 3844 attacked Luron (Manila area) and claimed
huvigg destroyod forty-four planese The Japenese couztur-attacked aud
thought thet {u twou attancls they had sunk one caerrier, set afire two
oarriers, und hit one batileship and ore crujser. Actually, the only
dumage they had done wes to damagsa slightly the FRANKLINe In making
thure attacks, the Japanese lcat an additional fifty-six plsness

The Amoricen submarine HIESUGC on this date made contaoct at 0746
on what she reported later as three hesvy orulsers, one lipht crulser
(1t was actually two heavy ociruisers and four destroyers) passing
through Bungo Suldo, &nd at 11C7 on ove heuvy cruiser and one destroyer
(actually thrae destroyers) also psssing through Bungo Suido., These
two contacts composed the SECOND Striking Jorce. The Commandiug Officer
BESUGO, owinp tc the fact that it wes necesssry to roemain submerged, did
not make agr contect reports until 1914« The Japaness subwarines st sea
made no imptrtant contuctss, Three of them departed this dute from the
Inland Uea for operations against TF 38

The Japaavse mede a number of vital ccutacts on Allied task forces
throughout the day which, when evaluated with the rosults of the attacks
by thilippine planes on TG 3804, --howed that there were two ocarriers
off Formosa and more than six off Luron, or & total of at least »ight
carrierss

Aleo on this dsy thu Jupenese loarned, quite incorrectly, through
reconual usance thot there were four carriers, three basttleships, four
orulsers, thirtean destroyvrs, and twenty trensports anchored in
Admiraity Ialsadse This yesssured them as to the prospects of en jm-
modiete landing even though eizht carriers had been ohserved off Formosa=
Luzone

During this day the Fleet Flagship Unlt departed Hollandie for
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{5) Operation: on Ootober 16th.

COMTHIRDFLT ocontinued preparations for fiset acticne TG's
38,2 and 3843 had arrived at their morcing reundervous at Latitude 22°.00'N,
Longitude 128°-00'E and had launched morning air searchos from the BUNKBR
HILL, BANCOCK and ESSEX. At about ncon, since {ihe mornlung searches wore
negative, COMTHIRDFLT decidsd that the poscibility of fleet action re-
quiring ell task groups of TF 38 was remotss He therefore issued inatruc-
tiona to certain of the oarrier task groups directing them to oarry out
operations agalnet “lie Philippiness However, during the afternoon his
air sesrchos contacted at 1826 the SECOND Striking Force (two hesvy cruis-
ers, one light cruiser und seven destroyers) which they reported as two
battleships, one 1light oruiser and seven destroyera,

COMTHIRDFLY received this report in such a garbled form that he
loat one howr and thirty-five minutes in oclarifying it. This saved the
SECOND Striking Worce from air attaclke

Meonwhile COMTHIRDFLT direoted TG 38e1 tn prooesd to support TG 3842
aud 3863, but later cancelled these orders and dirscted TG 38.1, who had
fueied, to proceed to Latitude 21°.00'N, Longitude 127°-00'E where he
was to launch a search to ths west and northwest the followlng moraings
lle alao direoted the INDEPENDENCE to launoh night air searches to the
porthward to pick up the enermy, but the assarch wus ineffootives

His fourth task group, TG 38.4, fusled and received replacemunt
alroraft snd pilots and then heamded for a strike positiuvn off central
Luzron for the following morninge

TG 30e% continued on towards Ulithi.

On the morning of this day the Japanese CinC, Combined I1set learned
that there werev not laasas than twelve oarriers in the Formosa-Luzon aren,
of which six were off Formoss aud six off Luzon, In view of this un-
satisfuotory situstion he shifted his headquarters from Shinchiku to
Takaoe At Takao he received other contact reports which showed thirteen
rather than twelve carriers. This indicated that the bawse sir forces
had failed in their efforis to destroy the Americen carrier force. How~
evor, despite this, the Japunese ordered the FINST Striking IMoroce to pre-
pare for sortl, from Lingga for possible action againast TF 38,

Nennwhile the Jupanese launched s seventy-plane dusk attack against
TG 3043, of which twenty-seven planes were roported shot downe This mt-
tack torpedoead the HOUSTON for the second time,

Duriang the sarly evening Japanese Imperinl Headquartors advisezl,
in & groasly exaggerated report, that the Japansse forces were con~
tinuing to pu-sue the flewing enemy task furce, that they had sunk
eloven carriers, two battleships, three oruijsers and one destroyer aud
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hed demaged six carriers, two battleships, four oruisers and twelve
ships of undetermined type.

During the day fifty-nine B-29's of the TWENIIETH Bomber Command
operating from China attacked southwestern Formoea, doing considerable
danna, 0.

Also during this day the Cruiser Unit of the Flagship Group, and
Reinforoement Group ONE departed Hollandia separately for Leyte.

The Allied submarines made a number of contacts on small enemy units
euch as destroyerse The BESUGO damaged the SUZUTSUKI with tarpedoess
Japanese submarines st tea made no important contaots,

(6) Operations until 0719 Ootober 17th.

During the early wmorning of the 17th, and until 0719, the
Japanese were engaged primarily in reorganizing their shattered alr
forces and in endeavoring, by night ssarches, to regain contact oun TF 3IBe
However, their searche:s were all negative, which may have ccuvinced them
that TF 38 wes in fiaoct retiringe Aotuelly, the searches were poor and
folled to discover the three task groups (TG's 3841, 3842 and 384%) whioh
were in the areun searched,

Meanwhile, COMIHIEDFLT, iu view of the faot that his intelligense
indicated that there was little probability of a fleet action since
ouly limited foroes had been observed and those were without carriers,
decided to go aheud with his covering responaibllities for KING I ard
commenced preparing dirsctives in acoordmi ce with this decisione

At this seme time, SEVENTH Fleet navel @ vces were approaching the
entrance to Leyte Gulf, At 0719, October 17th, the Dinaget Attack Group,
the Minssweeping Croup snd the Escort Carrier Group were in p~omition to
seire Suluan Island,

-xlviii-



e ey

-

CHAPTER I
RIRATEGIC AREA®

(a) GENERAL DISCUSSION

The strategic area involved in both the combat and support opsra-
tions for the capture of the Island of Leyts, Prilippine lslands extend-
ed roughly from the Inland Sea in Janun southwaird ¢o northern Auatralia
and frcm the Marianas, Palau, snd Admiralty Islends westward to the
sastern shores of the Agiatic continent.

The strategic area involved in the actusl combat operations general-
1y embraced the Philippine Islands, the water surrounding them, the two
easit-wost wvater rovtes through them and the alr space over the islands
and the waters contiguous thereto.

The Philippine Islands consist of some T0O0 islands stretching
upproximately 1150 miles north and south and some 680 miles east and west.
They lie as a barrier betweéen the east coast of Asla and the Pacific,

The northernmost tip of Luzon is less than 200 miles from Tormosa while
the asouthern coast of Mindanao is forty-three miles north of the Island
of Kawlo, Netherlands Fast Indies, The northern coast of Luzon is only

405 miles from Hong Kong.,

The absolute necassity of controlling thls area ocnd the sea ureas
to the westward was apparent to the Japanase hafore tho start of the war,
for it was clear o them that whoever controlled the Philippines con-
trclled thoee areas of the South China Sea within range of Phillppine-
based fighter aircralt, A prime reason for the wer, from the Japanese
visupoint, was the necessity for imprcving the Japanese eccnomy by ob-
taining the vast natural resources of Southeast Asia, called the
Southern Resources Area. This had necessitated not only the selzure
of the Netherl nds East Indies, Malaya and Burma, which were ihe prin-
cipal sources of vital strategic materlals, but also the keeping upen
of the sea lanes from these areas to ths homeland itself, These two
raquirements had necessitated the capture of the Philippines also.**

* A considerabla portion of the information contained in thls chapter
was obtained from United States Coust Pilot, Pnilippins Islands,
Parts I and II, Third Edition 1939; from Naval War College
Strategiec Area Stuly of Southeast Asia, August 1st, 1950,

%% The Campaigns of the Pacific War, USSBS Naval Analysis Divisiom,
1946, page 3; also Summary Report (Pacific WayK USSBS, July lat

1946, puges 1 and z.
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If this was so at the commencement of the war, how mach more was it
! 80 in Oc’%c *er 19447 At this time, the Japanese were in serious straits,

' Owing to the operations of Allied submarines and of Allied carrier and

n shorg-based aircraft, chese sea lanes were becoming less and less secure,
: This had affocted both the Japanese economy end tha Japansse military
machine with a creeping peralysis, The Japaneso realized that should the
Phiiippine-Formosa~-fansei Shoto 1ine be pierced, these linea of communi-
cation would be completely severed.x

Shortage of ~il alune had already had a serious effect on the
) division of Japanese naval forces at a most inopportune time., Owing to
: the fect that the Japaneae oil stocks in the Ewpire were very low, it had
) becomd necessary to base the principal units of the Combined Fleet at
fd Linggs Anchorage, Netherlcnds East Indiss, where thore was an abundance
: of oil., However, this could not be dons with the Japansse carrier
L forces at this time because thoro was a Shortage of trained carrier
‘ pilots and of replacement aircraft. Until these pilots had completod
i theiy trulninpg, and the replacemeut airoraft could be obtained, the
: carrier forco would heve to remain in the Bmpire. CinC, Combined Fleet
: was thsrefcie forced Lo divide his fleet so that the carrier fovsces re-
muined in the Inland Sea while the heavy surface forcos based at Linggza.*
g As a consequence, theso uwo principal forces wore at the time cof the
e Battle for Tayte Gulf, roughly 2600 miles apart.

f. Thereforo, in order that the lines of communication wight be held
opei., Lt becams vitally necessary for the Japanese to coutinue to hold
the stratupioc area of the Philippines,

To the Allies, the capture of th¢ Philippines would be sn important

step in the conqueat of Japan. Herm the two prougs of the Central
Pacifio torces and the Scuthwest Paoific forcos would come together to
provide a base sultalle to suppori Lauer operations either against the
China soast, or directly toward Japan itself, The Allies realized that
posgession of the Philippinea would not ouiy completely out off Japan
v from her southern sources of materiel, but would isolate the remaining

. Japanese garrisons in Southoast Asia., They further realized that re-
CL ocoupation or the islands by American furces was necessary if the pledge
P of independense made to the Filipinos prior to the war was to Le observed,

e e g e

a It should be clear then that, a3 the holding of the Philippines was
' of the utmost importance tc the Jnpanese, and as its seizurc by the

- Allies was pert of the Allied stratepic plan, the strategic area of the
L Philippines was destined to beocme vne of the major battle ereas of the
W o

% Thy Cewpaigns of the Pacific War, USSBES, July 1st 1946, Chapter XIT,
page 280.
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The looation of the prinoipal  ipanese and Allied naval and air
forces relative to Suluan Island at the eastern entrance to Leyte Gulf
was, in air miles, as follows:

Peleliu Island, Palau Islanda (A) S56
Manus Islend, Admiralty Islands (A) 1490
Hollandia, New Guinea (A) 1200
Formoss (J) 750
Ulithi Islands (A) 825
Biak Island, Netherlande East Indies (A) 920
Morotal Islard, Netherlands East Indies (A) 520
Lingga Anchorage, Netherlands East Indies (J) 1430
Bungo Suido (NE of Kyushu) Japaan (J) 1375
Manile, Luton "sland, Philippine Islands (J) 375
Darwin, Australia (A) 1410
Saipan, Marianas Islaands (A) 1200
(A) Amsriocen

(J) Japansse
(b) LEYTE GULF

Leytoe Gulf ia bounded on the west by Leyte Island; on the uorth by
Samar Tsland and on the south by the northern tip of Dinmgat Island and
the northern entrance to Surigao Strait., It is roughly a square forty
miles ou a side and is of moderate depth ranging from fifty to seventy
fathoms at its center. To the north snd west, its ten fathom curve ls
within one to three miles of the beaoh,

To ths northwest from the Gulf are San Pedro Bay and San Juanico
Stralt, whioh separate Leyte from Semar. The Bay, which is actually a
portion of Leyte Gulf is about sleven milea across at ita entrance,
is shallow and snoumbered by many islets, reefs and shoals. The Strailt,
whioh conneots the Bay with the Samar Sea north of Leyte, is about
twelve miles in length ani one-guarter to one~half miles in width,
narrowing ia two places tu 200 yerds, It varies in depth averaging be-
twoen five and fifteen fathoms. Due to its width and its shoals, it can
scooumodaie only minor veasels and amall oraflt,

Thero are two chamnels inio tus Gulf from the Pacific, The north-
oast ohannsl between Samar Island and Homonhon Island is nine miles
wide with depths of at least nine fathoms, Rip-tidea and overfalls are
present, The southesst ochaunel, also known as Surigao Strait East,
whish 18 the preferable channel, is fiflesn miles wide with depths
gonerally of twenty fathoms or more,

-
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(¢) ~ASSAGES THUROUGH THE PHILIVFIVNE

Tho two principal passes from the South China Sea into the Pacific
Ocean through the Philippiucs are: (1) Northern Route and (2)
Southera Route. Both of thuse routea are suitabls for large ships,
although eacn has areas of restricted wators too narrow tc permit ,
passage of formations other than column,

(1) Yorthern Route

Ships using this route pgenerally enter the Sibuyuan Sec either
north or south of Mindoro., Entering north of llndoro the route pasases
through Verde Island Passage and south of Marinduque Island, Enbtoring !
south of Mindoro, the route transits Tables Strait. After passing through
the Sibuyan Sea tho route passes betweon Masbate and Burias wheroe the Pass
(Masbate Pass) has a minimum width of seven miles; {hence north of Ticae,
and through Ticao Pass into the southorn entrance of San Bernardino
Strait. The southorn entrance of this strait is the most restricted
arca on the route. Tals is bucause the stralt euntrance has three chan-
nels; one between Luzon and Capul Island; one betwoen Capul Island and
Dalupiri Tsland and one boetween Dalupiri Island and Samurs The usual
pesa is betveen Luzon and Capul Island. Waters in the strait, as olse-
whore along the routs, are deop but Juring the northeast mousoon,
usually boginning in QOctober, heavy seas and rip-tidns are encountered,

(2) Southern Route

In traversing the southern route, vensels may enter the Sulu Ssa
elthor north or south of Palawaa. In the south the primcipal channel
is through Balabvao Strait passiug just south of Balabac Island thence
through Nasubata Chaannel into the Sulu Sea, In the north the priucipal
channel is through Hindoro Strait which is divided into twu wide passes;
through Apo East or West Pass and into the Sulu Sea, Thence, the route
enters the Mindanao Sea through a fif'teen mile opening south of Negros
Island and passes eastward throuzh that sea to the south entrance of
Surigao Sirait. This entrance ie the narrowost part of the strait,
b3ing nine miles from the southeast coast of Panaon 1sland to the
nearest tip of Mindanao., The Strait runs approximetely thirty-fi-e
miles north to Hlbuson Tasland which divides the north entrance into
Leyte Gulf into two pascses, The pass between Leyte and ilibuson Island
is about twolve miles iu width; that between Hibuson and Dinagat is
three miles, Surigao Strait is deep with the shores on either side
steop~to., During the period of the northeast monsoon, winds in the
strait may be strong, but usually cease during the night. With such
a wind, rain is frequent. In pgencral there is uo very bad weather iu
Surigao Strait., The oharacteristica of *his strait will be discussed
more fully during the study of the Battle of Suripgao Strait.

1
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(d) WEATHTR

Westher in the Philippine area is predominantly maritime in character
and primarily arfected by three different air ocurrents. During the
months of March, April and often Fobruary and May, the trade wind carries
a moderate broeze from the cast, This is eassociated with generally fair
woather and clear skies although thunderstorms are frequent. For six
months, from May to QOctober, the trade wind is displaced by the south-
wost monsoon which is a deflection of the southern hemisphere trade
winds, Thie 1s +thec seasou of cloudy weather and rein, although most of
the rain is dissipated on the west side of the Philippines and relative-
ly little reaches the 9ast coast., It is also the seamson for typhoous,
During October the southwoest monsoon pives way to the stronger and more
coustant northeast monsoon which prevalls from Novemher until sarly
arch, This wind brings cooler temperatures, the annual minimum ranging
from 61°T to 62°F., It also brings rein to vhe east coast with maximum
rainfail at Leyte and Samar occurring during Novombsr - March. The
Yransition period between the {wo monsoons is of about two weeka duration.

(1) Typhoons

A woather sleoment having nignificant influence in the Philippine
aroa is the ocourrence of typhoons, Although they may be sncountered
throughout the year, most of these atorms appear during the period of the
southwest monsoon from May to November, with September beiny the month of
most frequent typhoons followed by October and November, Winds can attain
a velooity of 70-150 knots, and these storms are accompanied by violent
seas, hoavy rain and very heavy surf, In October, as many as three pass
over the Philippines while in November as many as two may do so, Fre-
quently, such storms forming either ian the China Sea »nr lan the western
Pacific may reocurve so as to pass clear of the islands, but their effect
in high windas and surf cen seriously interfere with operations,

Since prectically all typhoons which affect Philippina weather
move toward the islands from the ecutheast, shilpping moving from western
Pacific bases should have warning of the existance of a trphooan approach.
ing the Philippinos in sufficient timo to modify plans as necessary.

(2) Weather In October

The month of October is one of variable weather on the enst coast
of the Philippines. Uuntil %heo northeest monsoon develops, the equa-
torial front, lying aoross Mindanao, will produce cloudy overcast skies
with frequent showers wnd poor visibility, As this front is meved south-
ward by the strengthening of the nurthwest monsoon, weather will be
partly cloudy with acattered showers and good visibility. During the
latter part of the period, the rainy season mey cormmence on the east
coast, brought on by the moist air of the northeast monsoon. About

twonty days with rain are usual in the Leyte ares, causing an averagse
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CONPERRNT I

of nine inches of rainfall during the month, There are alimost no clear
days in the Leyte area during October; about twoaty being cloudy and
only eight partly cloudy. 1n general, visibility is good. (See Plate I)

(3) Winds In Ootcber

Exocept during the %yphoon or storm conditions, winds along the
east coast in Ootobar mrs light and variable. Sea and land broezes pre-
vail with frequsnt early morning calws. Operations from small carriers
are diffioa’t at times due to lack of wind, The most probable wind is
northeasterly.
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HAFPTER JI®
ALLIED ARRANGEMENTS

(a) ALLIED COMMAND RELATIONS (PLATE II)
(1) General Discussion

The entire Pacific area had been designetod as an orea of U.S.
astrateglc responsibility. This ares had been divided inte thrac large
areas: The Southwiyst Pacific, the Southeast Pacific and the Pacific
Ocean; the latter velng furthev subdivided into the North, Central und
Soutl Pacific areas,®%

The boundery between the Southwest Facific area and the Pacific
Ocean arsa wag the same ag it had been when originally established in
1942 with the excepiion that the modification made in July, 1942 in con-
nection with the seizure of Guadalcenal still remained. The original
boundary ran from Cape Kami (Luichow Peninsula) south to Latitude
209-00'N; thence east to Longitude 130°-00'E; thence south to the Equator;
thence east to Longitude 165°~00'E; south to Latitude 10°-00'S; south-
westerly to Latitude 17°-00'S, Longitude 160°-00'E; thence south., The
Guadalcanal modification changed the toundary 165°-00'E to 159°-00'E, %%

(a) Pacific Ocean Arsu (POA)

The Pacific Ocesn ares was under the command of a Commander-
in.Chief, CINCPOA, who had been assigned basic tasks on April 3rd, 1942
as followags®*

(1) Hold the ipland positions between United States and
Southuest Pacific ares nocessary for security of line of communications
betwoen theso regions and for supporting paval, air and amphibious
operations aganinst Japenase forces,

(2) Support operations of forces in Southwest Pacific area.

* The time of receipt of many AlVA.a dispatches has been generally un-
avallable to this analysis. > ften the time of receipt is dmown for
one command but is not ¥nown ‘or other cormands, In order to com~
pensgate for thla, it hes beon assumed from an average time of receipt
of a number of imporiant dizspotches that, unlssa otherwlse stated,
impcrtant dispatches concerning cperations were received by action
addressees in ons half hour. Such assumed times of receipt are in-
dicated by the phrase ™at about.* While this assumption may seem
somewhat generous, a study of this unalysis will show that the result
of later receipt {such as one hour or more} would have ceusud littla
or no change in the basic atudy.

##% SECNAV Letter (3C) A16-3(28), April 20th, 1942, Enclosure (B).

L%% SECNAV Letter (SC) A16-3(28), Aprlil 20th, 1942, Annex to Enclosure
(A), as modified by SECNAYV Letker, Seriel 029100A, July 1942,
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‘ (3) Contaia Jipeunose forces within tho Pacific Theater. "
E (4) Support the defense of tho continent of North America,
i .
ﬁ% (5) Protect esse~tial sea and alr communications. {
K i

{
g\ (6) frepare for e.ecution of major awphibious offensives
A against positions held by Japan initlally ts be launchod from South
i Paoific and Southwest Facifio areas.
|
5K| in oomnection with the above, he was ordered to exercise direct

sommand of the comwbinod armed forces in the North and Central Pacifio ;

. areas.* The Battle for Leyte Gulf was “ought alwoai entirely ia the

R Southwest Pacific avea in a position due west of the Central Pacifio

R arsa. Pacific Ovean Area foroes engaged ‘n the battle entered the South-
\ west Paoific arvs. fron the Central Pacifio in acscordance with cocordina-
tion agreements betwsew COMS(AWESPAC and CINCPOA. These Central Pecifio
forows remained under tuw direct cvommand of CINCPOA.

CINCPOA was Admiral Chestor W, Nimitz wh> oa May 8th, 1942 had
. ! assumed command of all lanl, sea wnd air forcees in the Pacifio Ovean
L Area exsept the land dalensvs of New Zealund.** His headquarters waro
: at Pearl Harbor,

(b) Southweat Pacific Area (SOWESPAC)

The Southwest Panific aurea was under the command of a
Suprome Commander, COMSCWESPAC, who hed on April 3rd, 1942 = iu the
same dispatch which had assipgned tasks to CTNCPOA - beon assigned basic
tacku a8 follows:* ‘

e g

(1) Hold the key military regions of Austrulla as bases for
futuro offensive ection againit Japan and in orcder to check Japanese oon- i
quest in his area,

N (2) Cheak envmy advance toward Australia end its essential
' lines o’ communication Yy Jdestruction ¢f enemy combatant troops and
supply 8. ips, air-raft sud bases in Easvern Malayuia and New Guines,
lismerok, Solomons Islands reogion.

(3) Exert economic pressure on enemy by destruction of
shipping tra.sporting materials to Japan,

. {1) Mainteis cur positicn in the Philippines.

* CQMINCH Dispa‘ch 051905, April, 1942, ©o CINCPAC.
** FHar Diary CINCAC, Muy 1942.
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(5) Protect communications within Southwest Pacific area
and its close npproaches,

(6) Route shipping in that area, U

} (7) Support opsrations of frierdly forees in Pacific Ocean
! area and Irdian theater,

(8) Prepare to take the offensive.

Lo It will be observed that the basic tasks aasigned CINCPOA in April

: 1942, while still applicable in 1944, were in the process of becoming .
oosolescent, and that those assigned COMSOWESPAC were, in fact, obsolets. !
It is not clear why the Joint Chiefs of Staff did not asaign to both
CINCPOA and COMSOWESPAC new busic tasks more suitable to the strategic
situation which existed in the Pacific in the early fall of 1944. The
Joint Staff Planners and the Joint War Plans Committee were fully aware
of this need and had recommended new basic tasks as early as February
1944* but the original diroctives remained unchanged at the t{ime of b
the Battle for Leyte Gulf.

: COMSOWESPAC was Geperal Douglas MacArthw: who had assumed command
' of that area on April 18th, 1942. His headquarters were at Hollandia,
New Guinea,

The Supreme Commander, Southwest Pacific Area (COMSOWESPAC) had
organlzed his theater forces into a number of components: naval, air
and ground, each under a commander who reported directly to him, He had
28 his naval commander a United States naval officer,** designated Cow-
mander Allied Naval Forces Southwest Pacific Area, who was vested with
all powors customarily granted to the Commanders-in-Chief of Fleets.
Under this commander were all of the naval forces of the Ailiad Natioans
: in the Southwest Pacific area,®** He had as his air communder aam officer
P of the Alr Corps, U.S, Army**** yho was designated Commander Allied Air
: Forces, Southwest Pacific Area, Thia officer commanded all of the
land-based air forces attached to SOWESPAC, As hls ground commander,
he had a general officer of ths Australian Army**#%% yho wae designated
Commander Allied Land Forces, Southwest Pacific Ares, This officer,
C however, unlike the commanders of Allied Naval Forces and Allied Air
¥ Forces, did not commund all land forces in the theater, The U.S, SIXTH

o e e —— - m————— v ——

* Joint Calefs of Staff 732, Joint Planning Staff Repori "™odification
in Basie Diyectives to Supreme Communder. Southwest Pacific Area and

' to Commander-in-Chief, Pacific Ocean Areaa,® February 25th, 1944.

4 ** Vice Admiral Thomas C. Kinkaid, USN,

_ %%% SECNAV Letter (SC) A16~3(28), April 20th, 1942, page l.

, a#x* Lieut, General George C. Kenney (AC), USA,

k%u#% (Qeneval Sir Thomas Blawmey,
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Army, tho U.S, BTGHTE Army, and the Australian FIRST Army all roported
directly to the Suprems Commander whu, in fact, algo acted as Commuandor
Alliod Land Forcos cof tno theater,

It 1s of interest that whon task forces attachoed vo CINCPOA or to
COMSOVWBESTAC operusted oulasidu thoir rospoctive wrewss, coordinuatiovn with
forees in tho new oporabing uroa was to bo offcetod by the Joint Chiefs
of Staff or by the Combinod Chiefs of Staff, ay apprepriate.+

The commuw:d of comhinod oparations with Australian forces was as
follows: If carrior units wure involved, the senior Amorican vaval
officor would bu iun command bvecausn of the nature of oarrler cprrations;
otharvwice, whon the naval forces of the two powers wore oporating to-
gothor and no emrrier oporutions wero imvolved, the sunior of ficor of
oithor power wauld bo in command.** For this rouson, at the Battle of
Suripao Utrait, an Austratian officer led one of tho Allied destroyer
altucks, No Australian ships woroe with tho Pucific Fluot caerrior task
forcas which supportod COMSONESPAC'a cporntibdns,

{¢) China-Purma~Indin Arca (OHT)

The China~Burma=-Incisa Area desipnation was used only by
the U.8. Arnmy, uwnd did not ropresent a slople thoater, Actuunlly, the CBI
arcn rovorad thrau saparute thoater commandeirsr

(1) The Chinu Thoater undor thu ccmmand of o Supremo Comsatid-
or*+s+ who, as tho Heoad of Ststo, was rivon no tusks. His Chief of Staff
was Gonorel J, . Stilwell, USA.

(2) Tho 3outheast Asia Command undor a Supremo Cownunder, * =+
who operatod undor the Britich Chiofs of Staff. His Deputy Commander wns
Gouorul Ja. W, Stilwnll, USA.

(3) the Indis Comnend under a Commander in Chiof,«sw«** who
wus responsitle to the Govermmont of India.

U.Se Forces in the CBI Arcea wero commandod by Genoral Stilwell
us Commanding Goworel, Y. S, Forces, CBI, directly under the

* SHCNAV Tetbtor (SC) A16-3(28), April 20th, 1942, Enclosure {A).
** Wor Dlary CINCPAC, April 16th, 1942,
*+x Roport to the Combinod Chiefe of Staff by the Supreme Alliod Com-
mendar, Southenst Asia, 1943-1945, London: His Majesty's Station-
ery 0ffice, 1951, para. 19.
*«r» Gouoralisslmo Chieng Kai-Shok,
w++x¥ Yice Admiral Lord Louis Mountbatten,
*wxyxx General Claude Auchinleack, British Army.
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Amoricon Joint Chiefs of Staff, Thoy wore, howcvor, under tho opsaration-
conbrol of the respuctivo tnoater commanaerc.* Thus, in Chiva, .Y,
FForens wore under tho cormand of Gonoral Stilwell as Commanding

Goneral, T.3. Forces, Chl, and under the oporational control of the
Goneralissimo and his Chiof of Staff, Goneral Stilwell.

In China the FOIRTHEHTH Air Yerio and tho TWEBITINTH Bomber Command
ropresented American combatent forcos operating 1n that thoator, The
primary obLjoctive of the WOIRTBENTH Air Morce wus tactical suppourt of
Chinose pround foroes.** However, tho Gonoralissimo permitted tho
Commanding General, FOURTWENTH Alr Force*** almost completuv freedonm in
tarrget selection.**

Tho primary objective of the TWENTIETH Bomber Cowmmand was theo
destruction of Jupunuso militwry and industrial systoms by stratogic
bomboardmont and mininge.*x+*  In wccomplishing, thie objoctivoe, tho
TWNTIATH Bomoer Command oporated dirocetly under tho Jeint Chicfs of Staff
and not under tho Genoralisolico, nor undor tho C.G., U.5. Aoy Forcuas,
CBI. Tho coordination of its activities with othor forcos iz dissuscod
undor "Coordinalion of Operations with Adjucont Thoater Commanders."

Thoro was also operating within the China Theator an organizution
known as Navul Group, Chinue***+* Thiu proup, in October 1544, operated
directly undor COUINCII. It accomplishod many snd varied tasks in the
prosecution of the ware During the Battle for Loyte Gulf it was employed
by Pacific navul commandors as a liaison agency to disseminate iuformation,
and to coordinate vequests for cooperation from *he China Thoator., 1%
was also employsd to disseminate to intercstod navul commanders in the
Pacific important contacts und intolliponge informuation ysathored vy
Allied units operating, iu Chinacxxt*x#

On Octobor 20th, Goneral Stilweil was relieved in Chine by lujor
General Albort €. Wodemoyer, USA, and the U,5, Arny dosipgnation
of CBI was chanped from one to two geopraphicul arous: China and

% Heport Lo the Conbined Chiels of SCAlE by the Suprame Alliod Gom=
mander, Southoast Asia, 1943-1145, London: [{ls Majesty's Stution-
ory Oftrice, 1361, para. 20.

** Diractor, USAAF Lizrary Division, Air University, Lettoer,
November 3Lh, 1950, Lo President, Haval Nar Collepo.
*+* ljajor Goneral Clalro L, Chonnault (AC), JSA,

*+«r+ The Stratogic Air Operations of Vory Hea-y Bombardment in the lar
Agoinst Japan - Military Analysis Division, army and Army Alr
Section, United Statos 3tratopio Bombing Survey, Finsl Roport,
Septemuer 1st, 1946,

44x4x Commandod by Commodore M. b, Miles, SN,
=#ksx% COUMAVGRPCIINA Leottor Serial 2020, June lst, 1945, (Operations
of UsS. Naval Group Chiaa,)
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Burma-India. Major Seneral Nodomeyer became Conmanding Genoiui, V.S,
Forces, China, and Chief of Staflf to the Suprome Commander, China, while
Major Genoral Daniel I. Sultan, USA, Lecame Commarding General, U,S,
Forces, Burma-Indiae.

Although the ocommand setup for the CBI area soems reascnably clear,
it did net, in fact, operato well, for the various Allled Cormanders
were so olomely interlocked as tc cause considerauble confusicn in tho
mind of the Commanding General, U.S. Forces, CBI, who stated ... "The
command setup is a Chineso puzzle with (tho varicus Alliod covmandsrs),
and me intorwoveon and mixod beyond recopgnition,"*

* k x w %

Such wore the command orgenizations for the Pacific, Southwest
l'ogcific, and China-Burma-India Areas in October 1944.

On September Ath, 1944, the Joint Chiefs of Staff issuod thelr
directive for the capture or Leyte. Thia capturu wes to bo accomplished
by CONSONESPAC, who was to bo supported by CIHCPOA, The latter wus
dirccted to "furnish nocossary fleet support and ayment assault ship-
ping for the Southwest Paoific Operations,'*+* COMSOWESPAC and CINCPOA
wore to arrange for ocovordinatior and mutunl support.

The plun for the cepture of the Leyte Gulf - Suriguo Strait area
hod long bown oconsidored by COMSUNWESPAC, and had beon riven the title
K145 11, COMSOWESPAC, in his Werning Instructions Number §, had stated
the misgion as follows:

KING II - Seize control of the Leyte Gulf - Swripso Stralt area
and eglablish major air, navel, and loplstics bases for tho cupport of
subsequout operutions to reoccupy tho Philippiuves. Tarpget date--Dacember
20th, 1044, x+v#

In the Joint Chlefs of Staff's dispatoh directinp tho capturc of
Loyte, COMSCYMSPAC was dirsctod among othor things: fTo occupy the Leyte-
Suripjao area with a target date of Docember 20Lh, 1944; to seize and
devolop bases and install forces in tho Central Philippines to support
8 further advance directly to Formosa by Pacific Usean Area Forces,
target date - March lst, 1945, or to seize Luzon - tarret date -
Fobruary 20th, 1945,%«

Inc., New York, 1948, page 218.

** Jolnt Chiefs of Staff Dispatch WARX 27648, September 8th, 1944 to
CQ{SOMISPAC and CINCPUA.

kk CCGUSONMESPAC Warning Instructions Number 5, August 3lst, 1944,
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On Scoptember 1&th, 1944, the Joint Chiefs of Staff directsd that i.he
targot date for Leyte-Surigao overation be advanced to October 20in,*

COUSHTHSPAC then, on Septemher 21st, 1544, issued his "Oporations
Instructicns Numbser 70" wheroin 18 directed that:

"¥orses of the Southwest Pacific, covercd and supported by the
THIRD Fleet, will cortinue the offensive to re-occupy the Philipoines by
seizing and occupying objectives in the Leyte and Western Sanar aroa,
aud will establish therair naval, air und legistic facilities for the
support of subsequent operuticns, Target date--October 20th, 1944,"««

(2) Chain of Comrund within SOWESPAC (Plate II)

COMSONESPAC, by agreement amonpg the Allied Powmrs, was not
eligible, as Supreme Commander, to cenmand diroctly eny national force.e*x
This did uut prevent him from directly commanding the joint forcos en-
roged in tho Leyte operation, which he did, 1In this, he f'illed the role
of & joint task force commander, As Supreme Commander, COMSUNISEPAC
designated Allied Nuval Forces, SOWSGPAC Area, Allied Air Forces, SUWHSPAC
Arca and the SIXTH Army as thoe compouents of the joint force to executes
the Loyte campaipgn. In his Operaticas Instructicng Number 70 he directed
that Commamders of Allied Wavael and Air Forces submit thsir plans for
general support of the overation to the Supreme Commauder. lle further
directed that "for the coordinabtiun of planniang, the Comnander Allied
Maval and Alr Forces will csuse their resypootive clcse support commanders
to report to the Commanding General SIXTH U,S5. Army who is charged with
tho coordirvation of plaus,** and also that the Comuanding General SIXTH
U.Se Army prosent tho Supreme Commandoer with a brief of the coordinsted
plan of operaticons,**

This mothod of obtalning coordination cof planning Ly employiuog the
commander of one unilateral service to coordinate the plans of the other
servi _es on the same echelon of commund is not considered advicable us
it may lead to too much emphesis on the requiremerts of the coordiratiung

comr:and,

1t will be observed that this was an unusual situation and was not
in complets accord with the approved procedures in effuct in October 1944%
for the joint action of <he Arm. snd the Navy, Norwally, the plans of
the commanders of the Allied Army, Navy, and Air Forces would havo been
ccordinated and exccuted by a Joint 'Task Force Commander, who would have
cxercised unifiad command under the Supreme Commander. However,

* Joint Chiefs of Staff Dispatch 150746, September 1944, to CINCPOA
and CONSOWESPAC,.
** COMSOWESPAC Operations Instructions Number 70, September 2lst, 1944,
% SECNAV Letter (SC) Al6-3(28) April 20th, 1942, Enclesure (A).
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COMSOVSSPAC did no* desire to set up such a task forece commander, but
preferred to rotain such cormund himself. Ho appeurt to have folt that
he sould obtain equally satisfactory results by omitting tho Joint Task
Force Commander esnd by operuating direotly with the Commanders of the
Allied ¥aval and Air Forces aud with the Commanding “euneral SIXTH Army
whom he clevated to the sume eohelon of command as the above Commandors
Allied Naval and Air Forces. In urder to accomplish proper coordination
he not only issued detailed "Operations Instructions" to hie forces, but
he also designated the SIXTiH Army as a unlt separate from his Alliod Lund
Yorcos.* Although this ossten opeiated satisfactorily bocause of the
characters of the gommavders councerned, it is not recemmended as standard
proceduro.

It seems clear that, excoept for particular situaticns, it weuld bo
wiser to establish a Joint Toask Force Comrandor who would not only
ooordinato the basic plans of those components of the Army, ¥avy and Air
Forces which wore involved in this operation, but who would also bhe in
cemnand in the objective arca and would be empuwurcd to muke decislous
coneorulng the uniluteral seorvicos under his cormand, ¥*

As it was, Commandor Alliod Yaval Forcos, for rowsons of hig own,
felt that it was advisable for him to assume comnand of the Contral
Philippines Attack Foree (TT° 77), By sodoing ho not only became in-
volved in the tactical operstions in the objective area, but he also
assumod command respensibilili=s on three separato schelons viz,, Commund-
er Allled Nsval VForces, Commnndor SEVEITH Fleot, and Comnander Central
Philippinas Attack Force (CLY 77). While thiu sssumption of tactical
comnand Ly Commander Alliod tavel Forcos was not aecossarily unsound, it
could have rocsulted in his bLecominp, oo enprossed in the tuctiocal detalls
of the operation as to overlook possibly his basic responsibilitles as
Commander Allied Javel Foraos SUWEEPAC. Would it not have boun more jn
keeping with his command responsibilities had he dosipgnated his next in
comnald = in tinls cago CTF 79 - to commnrd TF 77 while ho retainod com-
mand >f Allied Naval PForces SONUGPAC and tho SEVENTH Floet?

Actually, althoupgh not so desipnnted, the Commundor of tho Ceutral
Phllinpinos Attaock Force was in fact a joint task force com.ender during
the amphibicus movement and lunding. For COMSONBSPAC directed in part
that:

* COMSOWESPAC Oprrations Instructions Yumber 70, Septombor sist, 1944,
#*% Jolnt Actlon Armcd Feorces Septembor 1951, Departments of the Army,
|28

Nevy and Air Force, Chaptor 3, Section 2, Sub-soction 5 - Joint
Task ¥Forco,
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s will nover and support Corces of tho Southwest Pacifin Arcalsexvss

S NI

"During the amphibious movement and landing, the Commander
Nav..1l Attack Forces is in command of the amphibious operations;
his sommand continues until the lending forces are estsablished

x oo
; ashore."*

It ig of interest that alter 1723 October 18%th, CO/SOVESPAC in the
- YASHVILLE was in theo same task grecup with the Commander Central Philip-

pines Attack Force,

! (3) Coordination of Operations with Adjacent Theater Comnanders

(n) COMSOWESPAC and CIMCIOA

The coordination and mutual support ordered by the Joint
Chiefs of Steff for the Leyle oporation was accomplished in two ways.
Fivst, CINCPOA's Plans Officor** in conference with COMSONESPAC's
Assistant Chief of Staff*+» for Operations (G=3) agreed on September

-
. ! 2let, 1944, ou & plan of operations for the TUIRD Fleet commencing at
) D-10.**+% This was approved by COMSOWESPAC on September 25th. Actually,
F . ué this plan of aperations discussed also ths employment of land-based
H ¢ naval bombers from falau, it is presumed that this agroement covered the
% Western Pecific Tusk Forces***xx more than it did the TUIRD Fieet, which
Secondly, CIIICPOA in his

wes a part of the Rostern Pacific Task Forces,
Operation Plan 8-44, directed that "Necessary measures for detai ed
coordination ¢ uperations betwoer. the Restarn Pacific Task Forcos and
forces of the Bouthwest Pacific will be arrangod by their rospective

i commandeys,"**x***+ This was accowplished at Hollandia, Vew Guinea,

: during, the period September 28th to October 1st, whers the Conmander
Wostorn Pacific Task Torces (Commander THIRD Fleet) complatad his cone-
forences with COSUTESPAC and Commandor SEVINTT Wlent, and made plans* fx ke
fur the employmeut of Tustorn Pacific Task Forces in supnort of XING If.

Tn paragraph two - the genoral plan paragraph of the above mentioned

. J i AR .. N . . )
Operation Plan =TUANTrwi, directed that "Worces of the Pacific deean Area
Tt

* COHSOMISPAC Oparations instractions Swmoer ;90, Darn. 3(x) 4,
*+ Roar Admiral rforrest Sherman, 10,
& Hajor Tenerai S.J. Chamberlin, USA.

*++v Momorandum, Sophoabor 21st, 1944, from Kear Admiral Forrest
Sherman, 1USY and MHajor Genoeral Josoph Chamberlin, !ISA to
COMSONESPAC and CINCPOA a Coordiantion of Opsrations,

xxxed Tne Wostorn Panific Tusi Forces were these Pasitic Ocean Arean
forces in the Weslera Pacific vwhileh were opgrating uandcre the com-
mana of Adwmiral ¥.0. ialooy, USH and cunsisted essontially of the
TiIRD Fleaot also sownanded by Admiral falsey, SN and the Worward
Arsa, Central Pacif'ic, comasnded by Viae Admniral J.H. Hoover, 'iSH.

#%sexx CINCFOA Operation Plan 8-44, Jerial 001851, Septembor 27tn, 1944,
rarea-4 War Diary COUTHTWDEFLT, October 1944,
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seemd quite clear from this general plan paragraph that CINCPOA’s cbjective
for the peneral effort of the whole force was a double one embracing both
"protection™ and "support," He alsc directed in paragraph three - the

task assigmment paragraph -~ that the Western Pacific Twsk Forces were

to destroy enemy naval and air force# in or threatening the Philippine
area, This was a "destruction™ objective, which limited the destruction
to those enemy naval and air foroes in or threatening the Philippine ares.
He farther directed in thia samo paragraph, hut under suv-parsgraph X-ray,
that "in case opportunity fcr destruction of msjor portion of the enemy
fleet offer or can be creatsd, auch destruction becomes the primary task."»
This was alsc a "dostruction™ objective, but here the destruction objec-
tive was no longer liwitea %o naval and air forces in or threatening the
Phillppine area, but instead, enemy naval and alr forces almost anywhere,
80 long as treir destruction contributed tn the protection and support

of the Southwast Pacific acrea, automaticaily became proper targeta for

the action of the Western Pacif®ic Task Forces,

That this is 4 correoct ianterpretation ol CINCPOA's views is olear
for in CINCPOA's report of hils operations during Ocilcbeor 1944 he stated
very definitoly:

" An understending of tho uperations off Formosa during the
middle of October requires that the basioc task assigned the THIRD Tleet
bo kept iu mind. Thet task, as alroady mentioned, was to oreate an
opportunity to engage and destroy major portions of the enemy fleet, A
secondary object was the destruotion of enemy aircraft, and temporary
neutralization of Formosa as a base for staging Japanase airoraft to the

Philippines.™*x

It is significant that Commander THIRD Fleet, (COMYHIRDFLT) in his
Operation Order, piaced the "destructiou of enemy fleet" objective in his
general plan paragraph as the primary effort to be accomplisned by his
whole foroe,x*%

COMTHIRDFLT also im his Operation Order 21-44, statud in part that,
after fuoling ocn October 19th, his four carrier task grouss whish com-
posed TF 38 would join off Sama:* "From where all groups (would) support
landing operations Leyte as later dirocted, and as coordinated by
Cormander SEVENTH Fleet."s++ (COLSEVENTHFLT )

This wa: iu accordsnce with tho agreemont ontored into by CINCPOA
and COKSOWESFAC through their reapective plenners, wherein it was agroed
that the THIRD Flect, includineg the four carrier grours, would cover and

* CINCPOA Operation vPlan 8-84, Serizal DUOBRL, SepLomber 27th, 1944,
** Jperaktions in tas Pacific Ocoan areas, October 1944, CINCPLC-CINGPUA,

Ny Slst, 1045,
#xe COMTHIRUFLT Npersation Ordey 21-44, Dispatoh 031600, Jotover 1944,
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support the KING Il Operation by certain definite action prior to and
during D day, and that "Beginning on D/l, and thersafter, will operate
in strategic support of the (KNG II) Opseration effecting strikes as
the situation at the time requires."x

Nothing in CINCPOA's Operation Plan 8-44 or in COMTHIRDFLT's
Opsnration Order 21-44 roquired that Commender THTRD Fleet obtain the cone
currence of COMSOWESPAC in executing any of hic operations or of oven
advising him as to a change in plans., This omission is particuiarly
important when "the da«truction of the enemy fleot objective™ referred
to above, 1s considersd, For by issuing this directive without, at the
same time, requiring that the Commander Western Pacific Taesk Forces cotain
the concurrence of the Comsander of the forces being covered and sup-
ported, or, at the very leaunt, inform that Coummander of his change in
plans, CINCPUA madoe possible a breakdown of that detailed coordinatien
necessary for the guccess of an operation of the scope of KING II, Did
he not thereby jeopardize the intogrity of the Allied basic plan by making
it possible for his supporting and covering forcos to be drawn away from
their basioc rcls and, thereby, allow other powerful enemy forces to iu=
terfere with the SONESPAC operations? The ideas here exuresanrd are not
new, Years agce the British naval historian, Corbett, ¢xpressed a simi-
lar idea when he said the "paramount function {of a covering forece) is to
prevent intorfervnce with the actual cumbined operations - that is, the
landing, support aand supply of the Army." «=*

This was not the firat occasion whea CINCPOA had employed this
"destruction of the enemy fleet"™ objective as an objeotive which might
well supersede the originally assirned protootion and support objectives
as promulgated iu paragraph two. He had issued exactly tho same ine
structious, word for word, to nis Commander Western Pacifioc Task Foroes
in his Operation Plaan for the ocoupation of the Ulithi-Palau line pro-
nulgated some two months earlier.*** Bul thore was e marked difference
in thess two oporations. Yot only were thvo operations for the assizure
of the Ulithi-Palau line much smaller in scope than were the operations
for the seizure of Leyte and the atrategic implications of failure far
leas, but (end this is vital) the former operation waz completsly under
CINCPOA with limited aseistance nscessary from COMSONSSPAC, wheress the
latter operation was under COMBUWESPAC with great assistance neoessary
from CINCPOA, under whom was the fast carrier task force, In consider-
ing the Ulithi-Palau operation, it is apparent that the possibility cf
destroying a major portion of tho enemy flaet, whon weighed agatust the

* Memorandum Seplemver 2lst, 1944 from Renr Admival Forrost Sherman,
USN, and Major Genoral Joseph Chamberlin, USA, to COMSOWNSPAC and
CINCPOA on Coordination of Operations,

** Some Principles of ifaritimo Stratezy by Julian 3. Corbett, pub-
lished by Longmans, Green and Co,, 1911, page 291,
*x& CTNCPOA Operation Plan 6-44, Sorial 00B83, July 2lst, 1944.
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possibility of failure of tho seizure operations, offored a calculated
risk wnich, if succeasful, could imnirove considerably the Allied situa-
tion in the Westeru Pacific. fven if the seizure opoerations fauiled, it
is quite 1likely that the Allied strategic plan would not have been
geriously affecstsd therely, although tho timetable for its various
phases would probaoly have been upset. Can the same remorks be made
concerning the effect that Allied failure in the lLeyite operation wmight
nave hsed on Allied stratepy in the Pacific?

1o thes plans for the employment of tho Western Pacific Task Forces
in support ot KING II, ‘the Commard2r Western Pacific Tesk Forces opera-
ting in the SOVESPAC area in support of COHSOVESPAC, wss not under the
ordors of COMSONISPAC evon to the remotest degrse. He was st all timos
under CIRCPOA. In a similar fashicn tho Commander Allied “aval Forces
SOTESPAC was under COMSONRSPAC and not under the orders of CINCPOA or of
CILCPOA's Comnander Mestorn Pacific Task WForees,

This comnand situaticn has been highly criticized as having besn
responsible for the near disaster to the Allied arms which occurred during
tho battleo of Octobar 25th. Tt has beon strongly svzprosted in some
circlos that this misght have been aveidod had Cormander Western Pacifio
Task Forces teen ordcered to report to COUSOIESPAC through Commander Allied
taval Vorces SOWESPAC. This is not considered to have been the correct
sclution sincc the "covering" responsibilitics of Comiaender Wostern
Pocific Task Worces ombraced cporaticns over vast poographic areas which
were often far removed from lho areas of his "suppoert" responsibilities,
Althourh it is roalized that political as well as nersoual facters prob-
ally prevented a propoer solution it is bolieved that a possitle solution
would hrve beon to have lLiad CONSGYESPAC report to CINCPOA for this opera-
ticns  In such case CILNCPOA could well have designated COUS(ATESPAC as
the joint task force commander, supporied by and covercd by Commander
Western Paciflc Task Forces. The activitics of Leth commanders would
then have been coordinated by a mutual supericr who could require cloao
cecllaboration in the accomplishment of the tasks incident to all opera~
ticns invelved in the outire Western Pacific during thi: period. Under
such a command seiup only s single strategic comrander would have been
respensille to the Joint Chiefsa of Staffs for tho prosecutiorn of this
cemplex and crucial phase of tho war, For the proper strategic control
of ithose wide spread operations 1t would have beoan most advantageous for
C1uCPUA to have exeroised this comrand frem Guam rather than Pearl Harbvor,
ovea 1f this had required the setting-up of Lomporarv advanced operation-
al headquarters,

(b) COMSOTESPAT and BT (Plate I1)

No formal aerrccomen® eristed betweon COMSITMSPAC and the ¢4
.8+ Army ¥orces in the CBIT Theater, concorniny the coordination of the
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C21 operations with tha XKING II Opuration.* ‘levertheless, it should be
pointod out that the Souvtheast Asia Command, of which certain of the

U.S. Forces in the CBl Theater were, at times, a part, was concerned

with the KING II Oporation; and had plaaned operations in its own aroa
which were designed to provido considorable diversionary supvort to
COMSOMESPAC. These planned cperations were to consist of (1) air attacks
on the Japanese lines of comnunication from Banpkok, Siam, to Voulmein,
Burma, (2) an air attack on the Rangoon arov, (3) increased ground and
air overations in Burms, (4) and, [inally, Ly a 3ritish naval bombard-
ment and cerrier strike apainst the Nicovar Islands, which 1ie just nortn
of Sumatre.** This latteor operation was designed to mislead the enemy
into Lhinkiny that landiugs wore imminant.*+* Tiese arrungements appoar
to have bcen 1rade as tollows: The Tinited Stetes nade a request through
the Combined Chiefs of Staff, on Grewet Britaln to carry outl operations

as fuasible in sapport of KING TT.*+*+x Tho British “hiefs of Staff

then directed the Supreme Allied Commander (SAC) Souticust Asia to com-
-1ly; that commander determined what supperting cperations he could
accomolish wnd advised COMSOYLSPAC of his plans, COMSONSSPAC in turn
advised his iaterested commandors by diapatch,

'"he Southeast Asia Command carried out all of the abuve planned
operations with the excevtion of Item two, ths air attack on the Rangoon
arep, walch operation docs not appear to huve been uncerteken, The attack
on the Nicobar Islands which occurred botweon fctober 17th and Zlst was a
"sustained operation with attacks lasting for more than vhreo days."sx*
Actuelly, in Lhe opinion of the SXAC, those diverslonary operations were
ineflfactive for Japawesc reaction was slipght, aud instead o holding the
fleet in the Lingga-Singapore area, the Japansse departed for Brunoi Bay
and tho Battle for Leyte Gulf.+%# This opinion of SEAC was correct for
the Japaneso roalized that the oporations were aiversicnary,k* vk

However, as the only oporations with which this study is concoarned
are {a) the air operations in direct support of KNG TI, conducted oy
the 1,5, Army Forcos in the CBI Theeter, and, in particular, by the

* Cffice of Chiaf of ™{litary History Letter, Februury Gth, 1951, to
Prasident, Naval War College, signed by Orlando Hurd, Majior onorsl.,
.5« Army, Chief of Military History.

** COLSCWESPAC Dispntch 151255 October 1944 to CINCPOA, COMTHTRDRIY,
CTF 77 and CT 6tk Army,

*+¥ Raport to the Combined Chiefs of Staff by the Supreme Alled Com=
mandar, Southeast Asia, 1943-1945, Lc~dou: Iiis Majeaty's btation-
ory Office 1951, para. 283,
s¥*+ Tbid, paras. 280-283, ipclusive.
xaiak Tar Diary DeSROW 1, Octobsr 13t-31si, '944, WDC Document 161638,
NA 11739,
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FOURTERNTH Air “orce, and (b) the air operations, in the sams theater,
conducted by the TWENTIETH Bomber Command, further reference to the
Southeast Asia Comnand will be omitted.

In oconnection with those air operations, it should be noted that
the CG, U.S. Army Foroces in the CBI Tueater* was advised by the Joiat
Chiefs of Staflf as ocarly as Septomber 18th, 1944, of the imminence of
KING II.** He was also advised that CINCPOA, whose Waestern Pacifio
Task Foraes would be cporating off the Nansei Shoto, Furmosa, and the
Philippines, i1 support of KING II, would requost nim by radio for air
support from the CBI bases,.,** Thuarefore, it should be olear that a
cooperation and coordination ohanmnel did exist from that date forward.

The FOURTEBENTH Air Forcs, commanded by Mejor General Claire L.
Chennault, U.,5. Army, was under the opsrational oontrol of the CG, U,S,
Army Foroes in the CBI, who kept his CBI command abreast of CINCPAC's
wishos regardiug KING II.»s

The TWENTIETH Bomoer Command, on the other hand, operated directly
under the Joint Chiefs of Staff, through the CG, U,3. Army Air Forces in
Washington. The CG, U.S. Army Air Forces advised the interestsd com-~
mAnders on September 29th, 1944, that operatiouns of the TMENTIETH Bomber
Command in support of KING II, would be directed by the Headquarters of
the TWENTIETH Air Forsce in Wushington in the sams masnser that astrstegioc
operations were directed. He further advised that coordination would
be effected a3 follows: (a) local ocoordination to provent oconflict
batwsen the operatious of the TWENTIKTH Air Foroe end tho WOURTEENTH
Air Force, and which consiasted largely of an exchange of flight informa-
tion, would be the rosponsibility of the CG, U.S. Aruy Foroes in the
CBI; (b) coordination with CQISGWVESPAC would bo acoomplished by direct
exchange of information between COMSOWHSPAC and the Headquurbars
TWENTIETH Alr Force; and (o) coordination with the THIRD Fleat (TF 38)
in the Formosa area was to be accuuplishad through the Deputy Commander
of the TWENTIETH Air Force in the POA.*»**

As a ocousequence cf thags instructions, the CG, U,S. Army Foroces
in the CBI made oertain coordinating arrangements whicn followsd the
above instructions closely, with the principal exception that he
designated the ©G, FORTEENTH Alr Foroe as the coordinating agency of

# General Josuph W, Stliwell, USA.

*» Office of Chief of Military History Letter, February 6th, 1951, to
President, Naval War College, signed by Orlando Ward, Najor Genoral,
JSA, Chief of Military ({istory.

*** CG, Army Alr Foroes Dispatch WARX 38830, September 29th, 1944, to
COMSCAESPAC, CINCPGA, CG, U.S. Army Forces CBI, Deputy Commander
CBI Theater, CG, TWENTIETH Bomber Command,
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the CBI Theater, and directed that officer to coordinate his air atrikes
with those of CINCPOA, COMSOWESPAC and the TWENTIETH Bomber Command,*
That the CG, J.S. Army Forces in the CBI Theater felt a heavy responsi-
bility for the soordinaticn of hie air strikes is apparent from his
unpublished diaries for OQotober .4th and 186th, 1544, whioh show that he
not only took a psrsonal interest in the TWENTIETH Bomber Command's
activities, but in faot, visited certain of that command's airfields to
witnesa the departure of the bombing groupe, and, in addition, studied
the photographio results of the bombings,+*

(4) Air Coordination

The air situation was highly confused, for operating in support
of the same awmphibious landing operation were five distinot alr orpganiza=-
tions over which there was no single commander. Thess air organizations
operated through cooperation and coordination, They wers : (1) Certain
air components of the Army Air Forces (FOURTEENTH Air Force) operating
from China bases; (2) the TWENTIETH Bomber Command - portion of the
TWENTISTH Air Force - also operating from China basss; (3) certain air
conpouents of the Westoru Pacifio Task Foroes whloh lncluded the carrier-
based airoraft of the THIRD Fleet, and the land-based airoraft of the
Forward Area, Central Pacific; (4) certain air componeuts of the Allied
Air Forces SONESPAC, and (5) the carrier-based aircraft of the SEVENTH
Fleet, which were based in the escort carriers, and the anti-submarine
airoraft of the SEVENTH Fleet. Actually, the alr components in (4) and
(5) were under COMSOWESPAC, but, eveu here, as will be shown later, these
groups operated under separate task force commanders and had no over-all
commander in the objeotive area, at least prior to the arrival of
COMSOWESPAC in that area on Ootober 20th,

(5) Summation

In summation *“hen, it is clear that the command sltuation for
the Leyte operation left much to be desired. Although unity of commaad
oexisted within SOWESPAC, this unity of command was on occasions more
illusory than real. It was in the persou of COMSOWESPAC who did not
exercise such command except possibly after he had arrived in the ob-
jective area off Leyte, Instead, he delegated ths soordination of all
plans to the Commanding General, SIXTH Army and the execution of these
plans to the cooperative and coordinated ocmmand of the commanders of
his Army, Navy and Air Forces,

Of the five separate air organizatiouns involved in the operation,

¥ CG, Uels rrmy Forcos Dispatoh CRA 15561 CM~iN-2830, October Ird, 1944,
to U.S. Aty Chief of 3taff.

*% Office of Chief of Military iistory, Letter, February 6th, 1951 to
President, Naval War College, signed by Orlando Ward, Major Geuneral,

JSA, Chief of Military History.
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CCMSOWESPAC commanded only two. The air components of the Western
Pacific Task Forces, and of the FOURTEENTH Air Force based in China,
operated under their respsctive force commanders and supported the
Leyte operation thror h cooperation and coordination oniy, &s did the
alr components of th. [WENTIETH Bomber Command, which operated from
China bases, but under the direction of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,

There was no separate Joint task force organization set up for this
operation. Instead, the theater commander appears to have assumed direct
comnend of all forces of SCWESPAC engaped in the Leyte operation in
addition to his over-zll rosponsibilities as theater commander. Also,
his theater Navy and Alr Torce comm&nders agsumed corresponding tactical
comnand of their own forces involved in the operation in addition to
their theoter responsibilities, The Commending General, SIXTH Army,
unlike the Navy and Alr Force component coumanders in the Leyte opera-
tion, had no theater responsibtilities beyond command of the SIXTH Army;
the over-all thoater command of ground forces remaineé¢ a function of
COMSOWESPAC,

Finally, the intrcduction of an overriding objJective for the Com-
mander Western Pa~ific Task Forces - the destruction of a major portion
of the Japanese l'leet - in lieu of destroying enemy naval forces in or
threatening the Philippine area, - made possitle a breakdown of the
agreasd coordination between these two commanders, for the protection
and support of the SOWESPAC arca,

{(b) INFORMATION AVATLARIE T2 THE ALLIED NAVAL GOMMANDERS

(1) The Allied Naval Commander did not believe that major elements of
the Japanese Fleei would pe involved in opposition tc the Allied landirgs
at l.eayte, He believed *this because he considered that the damage recent-
ly dealt Japanese alrceraft, and the coverage now possitle for American
reconnaissance planes would force the Japanese to withdraw what fleet
units were within the Manila Bay sector to safer harbors in the direction
of Lingga and the Empire.

In all fairness it should be pointed out here that this conclusion
as to Japanese intentions wus not pecullsr to the Allled Navel Commander
alcne, but was alsc the opininn of COMSOWESPAC and the Commander Allied
Air Forces, SOWESPAC. This i. clearly shown as follows: (&) On Septem~
ber 24th which he later confiirmed on October Lth, Commander Allied Alr
Forces SOWESPAC stated:*® "It is belleved that the whole of the waters
of the Philippines will be hazavrdous for the movement of enemy majo.
elements of the Japanese Fleet and fleet action is leas likely than
ever,” (b) Gctober 15th COMSCWESPAC in his Intelligence Summary on
tnat date stated .., "As to the Navy, while it may movco in strength in

and out of protected stations in home or adjaceni waterc, il is doubifid

* CANFSCOWESPACAREA Operation Plan 13-44, Seriai 000224, Saptember 26th,

1944, Annex M, brought up to date by CTF 77 Dispatch 160611, October 194.
** Annex 3 to Operations Tnstructions No. 71 Headquarters Allied Air Forces

SOWESPAC, September 24th, 1944 corrected to October 4th, 1944 by
Operations Instructions 71/1.

CUNKIDENTI AL

-2




e g -

: m;:‘.

<
Lioram R L

™S

—

CORT L

if it will seek any lssue beyond the cover of land-based airplanes,®¥

(c) CUMSCWESPAC's Headquarters, amcng other things, advised CCMSOWESPAC
by dispatch on October 18th that, un Cctober 15th, the Jzpanese FIRST
Striking Force was in the Singepore-Prunei area (ectunlly it was in the
Singapore-Lingga ares), and that owing to the assignment of tankers and
their rendezvous in the Pescadores, a sortie by the FIKST Striking Force
to the north was indicated rather than an eastward entry into Fhilippine
waters.** (d) October 2ist CCMSLWESPAC in ni, Ir+elligence Summary for
this date, stated: (1) Enemy Air - Forward Area (Northerrm Luzon, Formosa,
Nansei Shoto), Defeated in the air, harassment and limited defense only
remains. (2) Enemy Naval Jaite - No aprarent intent to interfere with
our Leyte landirgs.**¥ (e) October 22nd Commender Allied Air Forces
SOWEST'AC, referring to the THIRD Fleet's devastating alr attacks on the
Nansel Shoto, Formosa, Luzon areass, and particularly to his attacks on
Manila and on the shipping there, stated: , . . "It must be recorded
apain that, in spite of extreme provocation, the Jmpanese Fleet did not
appear during these memorable days, With helpless though not indifferent
ayea, it saw the enactment of another phase in ths smashing of the Jap-
anese merchant marine, "x*#

All of the above indicates that the Allied Commanders in SOWESPAC
wvere operating on the basis of enemy intentions, rather than on the basis
of enemy capabilitles, for the Japanese reacted with thelr entire fleet,
and with major elements of thelr air force, and made an eastward entry
into the Philippines. In fact, SHO One, which was the all-out defense
of the Philippines, had been activated four doys esorlier (at 1732,
October 18th, 19445,“““‘* and, at the very time the latter two estimates
were belng made, the Japanese Fleet was well at sea en route the Leyte
ares to contest the lendinpg X&*uk¥

* Intelligence Summary, Headquarters Alllied Air Forces SOWESPACAREA,
Serlal 245, October 15tk, 1944, paragrsph 4.

®% GHQ, SOWESPAC Dispatch 171536, October 1944 to COMSOWESPAC (in
NASHVILLE).

*#% Intelligence Summary No, 20, Periodic Summary of Enemy Trends, CHQ,
SOWESPACAREA Militsry Intelllgence Section, General Staff, October
21st, 1944.

#x%4 Tntelligence Summary, Headquarters Allied Air Forces SOWESPACAREA,

Serial 246, Cctober 22nd, 1944.

#exut GinC, Combined Fleet DesCpOrd 364 (181732), FIRST Striking Force
Battle Repori, October 16th~28th, 1944, SHO Operations (includiing
the Battle off the Philippines), \DC Document 161641,

uwix¥® Ag an indication of this pgenerally accepted erroneous trend of
thought, Cuplain Raymond D. Tarbuck, USN, in G-3 GHQ SOWESPAC on
October 4th, 1944 prepared an intelligence memorandum which fore-
cast that (a) Japanese naval reaction would be limited to Tokyo
Express ruvis by light surface forces from Bruneil Bay, asslsted by
diversionary operations in the South Chinm Sea by heavy units of
the FIRST Striking Force and (b) the enemy carrier strength would
probably operate in the East China Sea-Euplre area in defense of
the homeland, and therefcre could be dismissed from calculation

as kept out of KING II operations by the THIRD Fleet.
SO T\
-
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(2) (a) He believed, on Septomber 26th, the time he issued his basio ;
plen, that the Japanese Fleet was deployed about as follows: ‘

BB OV OVL GVE CA OL DD SS
Bmpire and Northern Japan 4 5 5 1 3 7 16 50 !
- N. Borneo~Philippines 1 3 2 8 10
b
' Singaporo~Lingga 4 1 3 8 1 18 &
These estimates ware correot as regards the total number and dis- f

tributioe of light carriers {CVL);# they were corrsot as regards the
i total number of the heavy oruisers {(CA),+* they were incorrcet as
s roegards their diastribution. Actually, there were twelve hwav, oruisers
P ir. the Liungga-Singapore area, and but two in the Empire,*** They were
correoct as regards the total number of battleships, if the ISE and HYUGA,
battleship carriers (BB/XCV), arn carried us battleghips.i*e i

* The five light carriers which the Japanese Fleet pocsessed at this i
' time wetve ZUIAQ, CHITOSE, CHIYODA, RYJHO and HOSHO, They were all
located in the Inland Sea area of Japan proper on Secptember 26th,
Tebular Records of Tapanese carriers, WDC Document 160377, NA 11792, '
** Tabula. Records of Japanese oruisers, WDC Document 160623, WA 11784; !
and Sumary of Merit Reports for Warships and Spacial Service Ships, ‘
June 1lst - November 30th, 1944, Navy Poard of Merit, WDC Document
160866, WA 12040; War Diary CRUDIV 16, September 1944, WDC Dooument .
160936, NA 11720; War Diary KUMANO, September 1944, WDC Document
160162, NA 11975; War Diary TONE, September 1944, WDC Doocument '
160144, NA 11841; War Diary TAKAO, September 1944, WDC Document
Y 160141, NA 11839; War Diary CHIXKUMA, September 1944, WDC Document
b 160165, NA 11852,
P *#¥ Sources covering the distribution of Japanese hesavy oruiser strength
. as of September 26th are the same as listed in the preceding foot-
. note, Specifioc data are lacking with respect to ths location on
P this date of ATAGO, MAYA, CHOKAI, MYOKO, and MGGAMI; however, since
e other ships of the seau > units were definitely placed in the Lingge-
f Singapore area, engaged in joint battle training and maneuvers of
s : the FIRST Striking Force the prosumption ie that these five ships
: woro also in the same area,
_ *#ex Sumnary of Merit Reports for Warships and Special Service Ships,
| ad June 1lst - November 30th, 1944, Navy Board of Werit, WDC Document
! 160868, NA 12040; Revisions of Wartime Organization Imperial Nuvy,
1942-1945, FIRST Seotion, Nawal General Staff, WOC Document
j (microfilm) 216766, entiy of September 10th, 1944, recording the
: reactivation of BATDIV 2 (YAASHIRO and FUSO),
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Certainly these ships never carried carriler type planes in combat, How-
ever, 1t seems possible that they did carry seaplanes on occasions,* bvut
did not do 80 in this operation. The estimates were somewhat incorreot
as repgards distribution of these battleships. The four battleships re-
ported in the BEmpire on September 26th had, by that date, besn reduced to
two--the ISE and HYUGA.** The other two battleships, the FUS0 and
YSMASHIRO had departed for Lingga on September 23rd,+*+ The estimates
were incorrect as regards the aumber of first-line carriers, as at this
time there were but three first-line ocarriers operative. These were

the ZUIKAKU, AMAGI and UNRYU.#*#% Perhaps CTF 77 had ilmcluded in his
ostimates the new carrier KaTSURAGI wnd SHINANO whioch had not as yet
bean completed,+**«* and the converted carrier (XCV) JUNYO. All first-
line carriors were in the Fmpire,*x*x The estimates were partially
corract as repards the escort carriers (CVE) both in uumbers and distri-
bution. However, there wers but two escort carrierec remaining in the
Japanese Navy. Tlwese were the KAIYO sund SHINYO. Of these escorti carriers,
the KAIYO was in the Empire; the GHINYO was in the Lingga-Singapore
area,**+++% The estimates were almost correct as regards the number of
light oruisers (CL). Huwever, there wore sleven instoad of ten light
oruisers at this time,*x*+*++x The daistribution was incorrect as the light
cruisers reported in the North Bornso-Philippines areu were, in fact, in

* Japanate Naval Vessels at the End of the War, compilod by Shizuo
Fukui, Adminiatrative Division, Socoond Demobilization Bureau,
April Z35th, 1947.

*+ Summary of Merit Repnrts for Warshipa and Speolal Service Ships,
June 18t -~ November 30th, 1944, Vavy Board of Merit, WDC Document
160866, NA 12040,

sxk Summary of Merit Reports for Warships and Spocial Servioce Ships,
June 1st - November 30th, 1944, Wavy Board of Merit, WDC Dooument
160866, NA 12040; War Diary DESRON 1GC, September 1944, WNC
Document 1609864,

***+ Tabular Renords of Japanese carrlers, WDC Dooumeni 160677, NA
11792,

**¥%+ Table showing Construotion, Launochiug, and Commissioning dates
of Japanese oarriers, Second Demcbilization Bureau, Japansge
Government, IPS Dooument No. 5263, Records nf International
Military Tribunal for the Far East,.

*xkx¥x Tgbular Records »f Japanese carriers, WDC Documeunt 160677, NA
11792; also War Diary FIRST Surface lscort Foroce, September
1944, WDC Document 151719, NA 11609.

*iokkdook Sumuary of Merit Reports for Warships and Speoisl Service Shipe,
June let - November 30th; 1944, Javy Noard of Morit, WDC Dooument
160866, NA 12040; War Diary CRUDIV 16, Septowber 1544, WDC Doou-
mont 160985, NA 11730,
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the Ling.;a-Singapore area.* The estimatos were almost correct as re-
gards tho destroyers ir the Lingga-Singapore area, as there were sevemn-
toon destroyers thore cather than sixteen, but were lncorrect as ro-
gaxds both thos Empirv and the N. Borneo-Fhilippines area.¥* There were
thirty-one dostroyors in tho Hmpire et this timo rather than sixteen,
and there were six dostroyers in tho N, Bornoo-Philippinus rather than
alphte** Tho e " natos vere considorably in error as regards the sub-
warinoes. Thoro -6 aoctually thiriy submarines in the Empire, five

in tho N. Bornrco-Philippines areus, and four in tho Lingra-Singapore area s
Porhapy twenty ~1ld submarines employsd for training purposes only in the
Inland Sea wure inoludad in JTW /778 ostimatoe,xkxs

(b) 1o oplnion us tu the locatilon of theso ships seams Lo have
underponu some changes by Octobar 16th, 1944, whioh was ono day prior to
the Allied landing on Suluan 1 land, tor on that date he stated in a dis-
patoh to the THIRD and SEVENTH Mieets that he boliasvod the Japaaoae
carrivryg woru concontrated in the Umpire, and that Lhe bulk of bat¥leshipy
and hoovy oruisors woro apparently In the South Chins Sea arva,**sxs
Thir »n8 w very looso astimnto av Lhe corcroaotness of tho ostimato wae

—

¥ Sumiary of Yerit Keporls for Warships mad spocinl service Sniph,
Juno 1lat - Novoembor J0th, 19244, Nuavy Board of korit, WDC Document
16u866, NA 12040, War Diury CRUDIV 16, Septembor 1944, WDC Documont
foored, A 119300 (These sources do not contein spoeific dute with
et ot Lo the Lovosation of OYODO on HBopbembor 26th.  Howovor, sinoo
% was flogship of Cowbinaad Vlest at thiv dato, she wus pre-
sar oly in home watern, War Diary 0YUDO for Ootobur wstublishes
Liu. Lthe ulily was ju drydonk st Yukosuka on Octuber lot),
+* Tabulur Rocoerds ot Japanose Duvstrayers, WOC Doownonts 160620,
'HGL, WA 11790, and 1C0GY6; War Diery DESKHON 10, Septembor 1944,
Wty Dooumunt 1GOOHRO-A; Wur Diury DIFSRIN 11, Septembor 1944, WNC
Moe arent 161710, N 12712; War Diwry DESDIV 80, Sephtombor 1444,
WDC Doovment V61717, NA 118005 Wur Diery DRSD- T 27, Soptembor 1944,
AT Do ovamont LEL7UVS, NA 117965 War Diary UKSRUOIN 1, Soptowbor 1344,
Yoo Documen® VEIT1R, NA 1:709; War Diwry FIRSY Surfuce ¥uecri Foroo,
bouptembor 19, Ne¢ Docunmont 16171Y, NA 11609; War Diary THUOD Suvr-
fuce Bace~t ¥ oo, Suptombor 1944, WDC Doc--ment L6L719, NA 11L9K;
Wur Divay Ol v 16, Saptembor 1944, ADC Doouanmt 160286, NA
Li7sil,
¥ e Way Dlavy SUNRON L, Senlmmber 1444, WO Dogument 161714, NA 11677,
war Diepry SUBRON 7, Saplenbor 1944, WNC Docuwmont 161714, NA 11676;
Japrnage Studios Yu World War 11, Noe 1H, Submerine Oporwstions in
Philic wwe Watsve !'944-1240, .8, Avmy Hirtorlen] Division Pile
No, B-b, JS=1Y,
wed s Jupunoss Studios in World War 11, Neo 15, Submwsrno Qpuratioms in
Philipoine Watera J944-1040, V.8, Avay Ulotorical Uivisfon, 1ile
N(). B s J:;"l‘i-
srav. COMSITWUTHNLY Dicpatels 160061, Oulobe 1 Lo THIRD wnd SRVESTL
Flaonte,
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dependent on the interpretution of the words "bulkx" and "South China

Sea." Actually, all battleghips, except the ISE and HYUGA, and all heavy

oruisers, except the NACHI and ASHIGARA, were in the Lingga-Singapore ;
Area.,* The light foroes remained as of the September 26th estimate. '

(¢) It is of interest that some days later - October 20th -
" CINCPOA had made an estimate whioh indicated that tha fellowing ships
' were operational and were distributed as followsi**

BB CV BB{ZCV CVL CVE CA CL DD

Empire-Formosu 3 6 2 5 S 4 7 20 /

Singapore 4 1 11 2-3 20

This estimate was considersbly less corr2ct than CTF 77's, for, on
October 18th the entire First Striking Foroco had left the Lingga-Singapore
area for Brunsi Bay, North Borneo, arriving there at 1210, October 20th.

. 1t was fucorrect as repeards tho first-line oarriers, as at this time

there were only four, Ono of these was the KATSURAGI whioh was commis-
sioned on Qotober 15th, 1944.+#+* It 18 not kunown what effect, 1f any,

this incorroot astlmato had on C{F 77 or Comnunder THIRD ¥leet. (COMTHIRDFL)
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% War Diaries BATDIV 1, CRUD1V &, CRUDIV 7, October 1944, WDC Dooument '
161638, NA 11739; War Diurles IHYUGA, SUZUYA, MYOKO, Ootober 1Y i4, i
WDC Document 161636, NA 11973; Wuar Diary TOHE, Ootober 1344, VL
Document 160144, NA 11841; War Diary KUMANO, Ootober 1944, WDC
Doocumont 160162, NA 11975; Detuiled Astion Roports KORGC and HARUNA,

: SHO T Oporation, Ooctober 1944, WDC Dooument 161837; NDetailed Aotion

» Reports HYUGA and ISE, SHO I Ovnsraticn, Cotober 1944, WDC Documont

"3 161006, NA 12604; Dotailed A. 1 Report CRUDIV 16, S¥n T Gperation,

. Qotuber 17th-27th, 1944, WDC cument 1610068, NA 11744; Detelled

: Aotion Reports MYOKO, HAGURO, TONE, MAYA, SUZUYA, ATAGO aad AOBA,

SHO 1 Operations, Ootobor 1944, WDT Document 161747.
w* Oporations In the Paucific Ovean arjdus, Qctobur 1944, prepured by
CINCPAU~CINCPUA, May Slst, *2*5. pape bb,
*¢% ynpacose Naval Veauols at the ¥nd of the War, compiled by Sailruo
Tukul Admionistrative Division, Swoond Domobilization Bureau,
April 2bth, 1247,
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Actually, the distribution of Japawmese avrface forces at this
time (October Z0th), was:*

BB CV/XCV BB/XCV CVI. CVE CA CL DD

——

Empire-Formosa b 2 5 2 2 8 30

Brunei 7 12 3 20

(3) Ho believod it vossible that u fast task force might rtrike the
Allied supply lines taking full adventege of darkness, surprise and land-
based air, This was a correct estimnte whioh, although it failed to ma-
terialize, lu no way lesasens its aocouracy, The Japanose orders were
that "If it is possiblo to disceorn the movements of th» unemy supply
force the Main 'orce will come down upon the onemy supply force and

annihilate it oompletoly.'"**

(4) He know that the Japanese had fifty-two operational uirfields
with' a radius of 360 miles froam Tacloban of which he olassified twenty-
one as major air bases. He alsov knew that thuere wore anumerous runways
in the area which could bs used for emsrpercy landingas and probably for
steging. This estimate appears to have Leen roatonably corruct, There
wora ap coximately sixty oporational airfields of which about twelve wore
major air bases. These twulvo wero located as follows: VYour at Luzon,
two at Cebu, two at Negros, one at Zamboanpa, threo at Mindaneo.*we

(5) He believed that therv would n,t bw many consentrations of air=
crat't south of the Munilu wrea. lowover, ho felt that the Jupaneue
would atbtompt to build up parrisons ovn sovoral of the fields in the
Visayos, notably at Cebu, llacolod, Dumaguete, La Carlote and Ilcilo.

He feit uluo that they would be stationed in streusth el Zumboumgm,
Mindanso, with smull unites at Davao and in tho Cagayan Dol Monte
rorion. As of Ootuber 16th he eutimuted that these aireraft would he

Tabulur Records Japancso Naval Vooucls,
*% Mobile Force Operutions Order No., 76, Aupust 10th, 1944, ATIS
Dooument No, 39, Part I, April 22nd, 1946 (NACHI Dooumonta),
x+% Inporial Hoalquertors Dirvctive 435, July 26th, 1944, WDC 216769
(*ticrolilm) aluo Naval Air Operations in the Philippines wrva,
1942-1946, Historiosl Seotion G-2, GHQ, FKEC, ATIS, August 1947,
uleo Doowwnts trom file kept Ly Livutenant Colonol Katsuo Sato
FOOITH Alr Army, Dopartmsut of Army Hisztorieal Division Miorofilm
8=7, Aprovoment probably made late sunmer 1944; also Philippine
Alr uporations, Phase 11, Vol. 46, from records of Colonel
Mautovunmuu, TeJeA., Filrst Dumobilizution Bowrd, Octohber 1046G.
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loocated as follows:

Twin
Inmediate Area Engine Flcat Fui/ing
of Operations VF vB VT Plenes Boats Reccos Total
Mindanao 17 10 16 5 2 4 54
Visayas 84 12 11 10 3 3 103
Luzon 16¢ 58 30 10 ) é 266

Total Philippliues 422

He estimated that the Formossn air strength was 230 airoraft of all
vypes and that not more than 1C0 of these aircraft would be drawn on for
the defeuse of tho Philippines.* These estimutes as to sircraft strengch
and iocation were generally insocurate, A detailed enalysis of the data
available indiocates that as of the morning of October 17th, planes avail-
able to Commander FIFTH Base Air Foroe in the Philippinea totalled 145;
to CG, FOURTH Air Army 1o tho Philippines 236, or a total of 360 plaoes
in the Philippines.¥* At ths eume time there were 250 operational
planes under the command of Commander SIXTH Base Alr Force in Formosa,***

The estimate as to the number of plsanes in Formosa which would be
drawn on for the defense of the Philippines was also imacourate, Omn
October 18th, Commander STXTH Base Air Force issued his SHO One attack
organication order which provided for the advance to ths philippiunes of
330 airaraft.»«+=

(6) He ostimmted that, owing to Amerilcan air attacks on Jupansse
airfields in the Philippine-Dutoh East Indiss areas, and iu fuel dumps
in the same<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>