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COMMAND AND GENERAL STATF COLLEGE
Department of Operations and Training
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas
31 May 1949
- File NWo., 2-117
SUBJEG?: Air dperations in the China-Burma-India Theater
T0: Director, Department‘of Operations and Training, C & GSC
1. PROBLEM. -- To determine the need for, extent and results
of air operationsvin the China—Burma~India Theater. |
2. FACTS BEARIG ON THE FPROBLEM. -- a. The critical condi~-
tion of the Chinese prior tq‘World War II. | |
b. Strategic importance of China ﬁb the United States
after hostilities with Jepan opened. |
¢. The inadequacy of the Chinese Air Force to support
her ground forces or provide adequate protection to the supply
liﬁes agéinst Japanese aif attacks.
Q; Seriouéness of the sunply situation in China after
- the Japanese blocked the‘BurmavRoad and tightened'herlblockade on
’the East‘and South of China, |
g} India and China were in danger Qf being overrun by
the Japaneée after conguest of Burma.
| £. Importance of strategic locations of Burma and India
to the United States.
- £. The employment of air transport to overcome terrain
obstacleé in movement of supplies.
h. The oﬁly Ameriqan units committed io combat in the
China Theéter were air force organizations..
:L. Air operations were conducted in the China~Burme-
aIn&ia theater by the United States Army Air Force,
N d. Impoftant contribution of air power in the China-
Burﬁa—lndia Theater.to the ultimate defeat of Japan.
3., DISCUSSION, —- a. China's critical condition, as 2 re-
sult of Japanese aggression, motif&ted the extension of aid to

"China. Credits first granted 1n 1933 and 1934,were renewed in



1938 for $25,000,000 and, with additional loans, reached & total
of $170,000,000 by the end of 1940. qunomic support which the
United States withdrew frém Japan was extended on = growing'scalé
to China; |

b. The a;téck on Pearl Harbor and subsequent capfure.
of islands in the Pacific, denied us the natural bases for an
offensive‘againstiJapan from the mainland of China. It made
India, at bésf, a difficult and possibly temporary way station.

&. Overland transgqrt’into China)rather than oceanic
shipping.td’Bufma aﬁd,India)proved to be the bottleneck of China-.
" Burma-India supply. The Burma Road was China's life line to the .
outside worldjafter Japan had occupied.éhe coast and established
& naval blockade in 1938. The distance by air from Lashio,- the
failhead’in Eurma fed by the porf of Rangoon, to Kunming in »
Yunnan Province,is 260’miles. The Ghinese,began.to build it¥¥$w
late in'l937 to cirénmventvthe’sapanese blockade. The first
Ctraffic in 1939 brought suppliés into China aﬁ the rate of Z,B00
tons 2 month. risine to 12.000 tons monthly in 1941 with the
introduction of American methods of maintenance thoagh'a largé
propqrtidn of the tonnage went for gzsoline to fuel fhe trucks.
From the middle of 1941 to the fall of Burma,_whicﬁ closed the
Rpad; it was protécted by the‘Fljiﬁg Tigers, officially the |
Ameticanovoiunteer Gfoup,under Brigadier Genersl Claire L.
Cheﬁnault. Thié small group,éhot down 286 Japanese planes with\
thé loss ofbcnly eight pilots. |

| d. Realizing the importance of the China, Burma and

 India area,and the magnitude of the suESequent operatioﬁs to be
con&ucted-thereih, the China-Burma—fhdia Theater was eétablished
‘early in 1942. Lt. General Joseph Stilwell was placed in command
of the United States troops.
| “e. Concufrent with the formation of the GhinéﬁBurma-
India Theater, plans were made for the expansion of air effort

in the India-Burma and China Theaters. The Tenth 4ir Force was



activated and became overational in the Theatér; in the summer of
1942.>

L. The Tenth flew from Indié bases with a three fold
mission of guarding the "Humé Line" of the Air Tranéport Command ,
into China; and attaéking enemy supply in Burmé and Thailand
It bombed 150 targets, including Rangoon, the Moulmeln and A&yak
. docks, Lashio and Henzada storehouses, and the rail junctions
of Langoon, Mandalay and Sagaing, almost denyingvﬁhe enemy use
Of rai1 lines in Burma. ‘

’In its career, the Tenth Air Force destroyad 622 enemy air-’
craft 1051ng onlv one glane to every two plnnes destroyed. It
flew some 96,000 sortles and dropned eporox1matelv 47, 600 tons
of bombs on the enemy,,sqccessfumly dlsrupblng Japanese supoly
lines in,Burma.éhd'ﬁreventiﬁg the enemywd?ivé towardvIndia.

- Prior‘to tﬁe acti%ation’of fhe;Tenth Air Force,
the'Chinesé!wefe being su@portéd by the Ameri can Véluntéer
Group, which‘became operational in December 1941.
| © With the termination §f their contraEts with the Chinese
Govermﬁanf on 4 July 1942  they wéfe replaced by the China Air
Task Force. Althoubh a part of the Tenth Air Force, excessive
dlstance and lack of adecuate communlﬁatlon Drpcluded close
“supervision by the Tenth Air Force. Operating independently,
'with@the same missionfas their\predecéggoré, they-destroyed 182
enemy aircraft ahd yrobaﬁly destroyed 87, vDuring,their o?era_
tions they dfopped 55bbtonsxof:bombs and sunk 50,000 tons of |
enemy shipping., . |
L. On 10 Merch 1943, the China Air @ask Force was
redesignated the Fourteenth Air Force, operatingvdirectly undef
the Theater.
nTh&ugh numerically émall, the responsibility of the 14th
'Aif‘Force was a manwéized job. It had toAconduct effeétive
fighter and bombef oyeratioﬁs along aVB,OOO miie front,ﬁhich

extended from Chunking and Chengtu in the north, fo IndosChina

o



to the sdﬁtﬁ; from thevTibefan Platéau and the Salween River
(in\éurma) 1nwthe west ) to the Chins Sea 2nd the Islend of
Formosa in'thelgast. , |

:'Taking fullladVantage of theii interior position, the
'_?ourteenth‘jabbed thé:enemy off balance and kept him guessing

A;though extfemely handicapped, due to 1ack)9f adequate
supplies, the results df'ﬁheir oﬁeratioqs indicate the degree
’of success attainéd.

i. From the birth of the China Air Task Force in
July 1942 to the end of May 1945, the United States forces ir
Chin%_destfoyed 2,248 Japanese aircraft,‘with another 778‘
nrobably dgmaged. Japangse shipping losses smounted to
2,267,289 tons. They destréyed or dameged 3,918 loéomqtiVes
and a 1arger nﬁmber of railréad cars. |
“‘ J. During the oPeration§,<the Air Tranéportycomﬁan
protected by the Tenth and Fourteenth Air Forces, transportéd
‘troops,‘supﬁlies.and equipment to 211 paftS‘of the Theater..
k. The‘Twentieth Bombef Comménd, based ?n‘India an
China, oyefatedktheir'B—ZQS to”étrike at targetskoutJOf reach
~of the other air forces. - v .

4. RESULTS. -- a. Contribdution of Air Bower. & partia
indicatibn'of’air yoWer's cdntribuﬁioﬁ toiﬁhe victo?ious.resu
attained in the China-Burma-India Theater is listed above. I
spitevof fheir‘impfeséiVeness, tﬁe listed data does not preée
the ovéfall objectives gainedlas a result of the victoriés
‘indicafed;‘ The;following presentation poveré these objective

ﬁ. Air'Powef in India-Burma. |
‘v (1). Air power not only playe& the major role
preventiﬁg‘Japanése océupation of India but éompletély isola£
thévarﬁa battle fiélds. 'Thié'acfion proved démoralizing to
venemy and had an adverse effect on‘his war making cépability.
N (2). The Air trénSport operations on Whicﬁ :

suivival of the ground depended, and the forces operating on



.éhe ground, wefe renderéd free from air attack by the enemy
with ﬁhe attainment of air-superiority in the IndiafBurma area,
| (3). By dirécf attack on enemy troops, installe-
tions, equipment end 1ines‘of communi cation, ai£ power aided in
the destroyal of Japanese forces in Burma.
.(4). From Indié-Eurma, air power supplied the
military effort in China in the greatest gir tranqurt ;ffort
of its time.
;Q. Air Power in China.
(1). Air péwer was instrumental in preventing the
¢ccu§atidn and control of all'of‘Chinabby the Japanese armies.
'(2). ‘Strikes on shipning and interdiction of
rﬁorthAGhina‘s reilways and highways, and very heavy bombardment
attacks on Japaﬁese home islands by Chinaibésed aircraft,
maferially assisted in the disru@tipn of: the entire Jaganese
war econémy and war making poteﬁtial. F ’ .
(3). Operati&ns oﬁvchina based air power forced
:the/Japanesé t; dissipate\logistical potential to campaigns
in China; which otherwisg might havé been more effectiVely‘em—
~ployed in the Pacific. By aﬁtaining air superiofity,‘Ghina
baéed air power assured the allied forces and oPerétions DI O~
'tectionﬁfrom'enemy air‘attack. |
(4). China based air power contributed heavily
to the attrition of jépanesé military power;
-45.3‘COKGLUSIQNS.‘;~:Q. Air operations in the Chiga»Burma;
Indié Theater héve givén rise to the fofmulation of new doctrine
'énﬂ provided:strategié~planners with 2 ﬁfder range\of thought in
determining Opefations for the.fuiure. |
2, The Poﬁentiélity of Air Transpoft Cdnclusively
ﬁémonstratéd.y frior to;1942, air‘trangport wes confined in the
»ggain;‘to cérrying passéngers, limiﬂed supplies, usuelly of an
emeréenéy naturé,‘mail, aid for;cargq,transport on a limited

A
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scale. The situstion in China demanded thet some form of aerial
transport be initizted since the terrain snd the enemy prevented
use of the conventional lsnd and sea lanes of communication.

&. Initial successes soon proved that only the numbers

—

of available aircraft'and_airfields limited the,amount'of cargo
thet could be air 1ifted. As these planes were supplies, new |
airfields éonstfucteﬁ and mersonnel maée svailable, the intensity
of the grogndvand air operation increased.

"i. The abilityyéf air transport to adeqnétely‘provide
for combat forces isolateé from land znd sea lenes of cbmmunica—
fion was amply demonstrated.

£. The acceptance of,this-new»doétrine,’néw becaﬁse it
wés not'accepfed,by strategic pianners‘prior to 1942;vgivés rise
to three ideaé; . )

(1). ‘Land or sea lines of communication to battle
éreas:af? not'essential, though the size;force su@porfe& will be
governed by limitations discussed oreviously. _The;éérial line of
commuhication 1s varticularly aﬁaptable to oﬁerations iﬁ aréas
where: (a). difficult terraiﬁ forms a bafrief'tb land lines; .
(b).‘sea lines or waterways are not avéilable dr enemy controlled;
(¢). 2 combination aforementioned conditions; (4). the use of an
eeriél‘line of-cqmmunicatiop maygbe reqﬁire@ where s?eed rather
~ than eéohgmy‘ié the governing factor.

(2). TPForce may be messes, supplied and sustained
‘_énywhefe°in the world. |

(3). Air transport will provide flexibility in
the defense of an extensive‘area; where thg‘resources of a
nationaprecludes.the establishment of a defense of the eniife_

area, and the exact location of the enemy strike ig unknown.

EDWARD M, HUDAK
o " Major, Field Artillery:
Student o
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COMMAND AND GENERAL STAFF COLLIEGE
Department of Operations and Training
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas
- 31 May 1949
File No. 2-117
SUBJECT: Air Operations in the China~BurmahInéia Théatef
70: Director, Department of Operations and Training, C & GSC
| 1. PROBLEM. -- To determine the need for, extent and results
of air operations in the China-Burma-India Theate:.
2. FACTS BEARINGAON THE’PBOBLEM. -~ a. The critical condi-
tion of the Chinese prio; to World'WAr II.

. Strategic importance of China to the United States
after hostilities with Japan opened.

c. The inadequacy of the Chinese Air Force to support
her ground forces or provide adequate protection to the supply
lines against Japanese air attacks.

, 4. Seriousnesé of the supply situation in China after
the Japanese blocked the Burma Road and fightened her blockade on
the East and South of China.

&. India and China were in danger of being overrun by
the Japanese afﬁer conquest of Burma. | |

£. Im@ortance of sfra£egic locations of Bnrma and India
‘» to the United States.

Z+ The employment of air tfansport to overcome terrain
obstacles in movement of supplies;

h. The only American units committed to combat in the
China Theater were aig force organizeations. |

1. Air operations were conducted in the China-Burma-
India theater by the United States Army Air Force.

4. Important contribution of air power in the China-
Burma-India Theater to the ultimate defeat of Japan.

_ 3. DiSOUSSION. -- Part I. Oritical Condition of China Prior
to World Wer II. |

2. Period 1937-1938. Beginning with the Marco Polo




Bfidge outbreak on 7 July’1937, China steadily iost her fight with
the Japanese, Ill—eqﬁipped, and having loét hef best armies and
meager air force in the initial engagements, she offered little
effective or sustained resistance to the Japanese advances.

By the end of 1938, superior Japanese forces overran Shanghai,
Nanking, Hankow, Canton and the strategic Pearl River Delia. Japana
now controlled China's northern railroads; had sealed off the
Yangtée and Yellow Rivers; controlled ninety-five percent of China's
ﬁodern industry§ had possession of the major seaports and heid key
‘areas in eleven Chinese provinces. |

Secure in the belief that they now held strategic and economi-
cal control of Ghing,'the Japaneé% séttled down to a gradual attri-
tion of China's resources as tﬁe)most convenient means of achieving
their objectives in China.

Knowing that China did not‘pesséss sufficient armed strength
to counter-attack,.the Japanese expected an early cépitﬂhation by
the Chinese Government due to the strangulation effect imposed by
the blockade. | |

The Chinese were ablé to hold out, however, on the meager
supplied Qoming in on the Burma Road, through Northern Indo—China,
the Trans-Siberian Railway and via. their lbné airway from the coast
to the interior from Hongkong. '

b. Period 1939, 1946,_1941. Little ground was given up
by the Chinese‘during 1939, 1940 and 1941, but she still suffered
losses.” Her economic difficulties increased in scope as Japanese
pressure tightened the blockade which limited China's contact with
the outside.world. This limited éontact.was further curtailed
when the‘Japanese gained control of Northern French Indo-China and
- the British, acting under Japanese pressure, closed the Burma Road.
- War between Ruésia and Germany in‘l941; cut off the trickle of
suppiies coming in on the Trans-Siberian railway and the northwest
Russian highway. The fall of Hongkong in Decemﬁer 1941, eliminated

the only air route between the Chinese Coast and the interior.



Though the Burma Road was reopened in October of 1941, the
Lend-Lease supplies that dribbled in, about 15,000 tons a month,
were inadequate to materially effect the scale of China's war
effort.

g.';Situation in China at the End of 1941. The Chinese
army was stalemated along a broken 2,000 mile front, and forced
to operate on very meagér rations and extremely limited amougts
of all type supplies and’equipmeng. Morale was at a low ebb.
The Nationalist Government; established at Ghunéking, was
rapldly losing prestige as her péople were subjected to mounting
economic 5ardships. Her air force was reduced to practicaily a
paper organization. The Ame:ican Volunteer Group iﬁ China pro-
vided the'only 2ir defense available, but this small force was
not aaequate to drive the Japanese out of China. (See Appendix I,
Annex é.) | |

Part II. -- American Interest in and Aid t§ China Prio& to
World War II. _

a. General. -- The attitude of the United States towards
Jagen‘s ageression hadlbeen one of moral disapproval rathe? than
overt opposition. As China's position became more critical, how-
ever, there was a growing tendency to stiffen those measures which
implied a wérning of more concrete action if Japan persisted in
‘her course, | ~

b. Aid to China. -- Japan's 5lockade of China in 1938,
crystallized the thinking of the United States and prompted the
extension of aid to thha.

Credits’firét granted China in 1933 and 1934 were renewed in
1938 for $25,000,000 and withiadditional loans, reached a total
~of $170,000,000 by the end of 1940. The economic support which
the United States withdrew from Japan Qas extended on a growipg
scale to China. Small as this aid wss it helped Ghina‘to sustain
its resistance to Japan. (See paragraph 1, Ap?endix II to

Annex 2.)



c. Military Mission, Lend—Lease{ and Technicians to Aid
of China., ~- In August 1941, the United States sent a military
mission to the aid of China. The mission included technicians to
assist in improving the.Buima Road and a staff of military |
advisors.

Lend-Liease was extended to China in April 1941. Small initial
shipments of Lend-Lease itéms afrived in China in the summer of
tha£ yeaf;

China's appeal for American engineers and pilots was answered
by a number of United Staﬁes citizens who volunteered their ser-
vices in various categories. Among the latter was a retired Army
Air Force Officer named Claire Lee Chennault. Under his able
lea&érship, the American Volunteer Group, known as the Flying
Tigers, was‘formed in 1941, and provided Chinafs first air defense
'againstvthe Japanese since the loss Sf her own air force early in
1938. (See Appendix III, Annex 2.) .

Part III; ~- Strategic Importance of China to the United States
after Hostilities with Japan Opened.

a. The importance of China in the conflict with Japan
resolves itself into the following considerations. |

(1). If China were to capitulate, her resources
of men, materiel and food, and her geographicai location would be
of material assistance to Japan. |
(2). If she remained free, her.strétegic location
on the flank of Japan's extended line of communication would pro-
vide a base for air operations against thé‘life lines of the
Japanese'Empife. i
(2). Similarily, if China remained in the war
against Japan, a base was available for attrition’operatibns
against a considerable portion of the Japanese war machine.
| (4). Toss of baseé in the Pacific, eariy in the
war, placed the United States:in a position remote from Japan's

home bases, thué creating a requirement for an operating base from
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ﬁhich to strike at and cripple iapén‘é industrial potential.
2.; In brief, the United States was éommitted to kéep
China fighting, to deprive Japan of her assistance apd to providé
- & base on the enemy's flank from which to attack his war machine,
Part IV. —- Alliéd Plans for Air Operations in Support of
China,

2. Need for Bases in China. To strike at the Japanese
homeland, on thé groun& or from tﬁe air, the United States re-
quired bases within aircraft operating ranges and additional bases
 from which %o leunch ground 6perations, concentrate supplies and.

in generai provide eitensive logistic support for sizeable opera-
tions. It‘appeared quite evident that a corridor into»Ghina'from
;India and Burma mﬁsf be kept open so that supply to bases in China
would be insured. With the tempo\of Japanese air attacks on the
Burma Roa& increasing, firm steps were taken to increase the air
defénse of thg Burnma Road and increése the air operatibns in sup-
port of China, (See Annex 3.) |

b. India and Burma as Strategic Pactors. With the‘
ports of China under Japsnese control, supplies would have to be
.broughtvin at the available portsAon the Burma and India coasts.
‘There is little about, either‘Burma or India to recommeﬁd them‘
as theaters of operation. Théir chief disadvantage is their great
~distance from thé United States. No available sea route is less
ﬁhan 13,000 statute miles. Available porﬁﬁ facilities are limited.
Transpoftation and communications facilities are inadequate. The
railroad system, lacking‘sﬁfficient roliing stock and éomplicated
by the?eiistance of various gauges, ﬁould prove of little useful-
ness. The climate,subtfacts ffom their desireability, running
into excesses of temperature and humidity. Burmﬁ is the gateway
to China's roads. donquest of all of Burma would be most dan-
gerous 5ecause of the threat'to the land routes from India to
China,

The following cdnsideratigns are of added significance in



determining the importancé of India and Burma to the’overa11v0péra—
tions in the theater: |

(1). ‘If India and Burma were overrun; their com-
bined resources and potential would be made available £o the
Japanese and similerily denied to the allied war effort; the
value of China as a base for air operations against Japan woﬁld
be lessened to a great degree if not completely nullifie@; the
ability of China to maintsin sustained resistance against Japan's
advances would be jeaprodized.'

(2). 1f one'or‘both remained free, allied opera-
‘ tions could be condu¢ted according to plan.

It is therefﬁre apparent that their geographical proximity
to China andvallied considerations, coupled with the téctical situa-
tion, declared India and Burma to ie of/vitalbimportance to the
Allied Nations.

<g. Tormation of the China-Burma-India Theater. The
Jap advance in the early months of 1942 toward the southern
apéroaches of China, penetrating into Burma, threatene@ the 1ife
lihe of China. The loss of this rqﬁé would not only be disastrous
" for China but would seriously hamper the entire allied effort
against Japan.  Plans were therefore made for creating the Ch%pa-
-Burma-India theater of operations, with Chinese, British and
American officials occupying command positions. In Februafy,
Lt. Gen. Joseph Stilwell was ann01nted Commander of Unlted States
Forces in the new theater. (See Annex 4.)

At the same time, Japanese penetration into the Netherlands
Tast Indles foretold the dissolution of the ABDA (American, Bri-
tish, Dutch, Australian) Command operating in thet area. Faced
with these expected losses and the growing seriousness in the
CBI, plans were méde td establish an air force in the%India—Burma
‘region‘and Australia. The India-Burma force would supplement the
assistance China was now receiving from the American Vdi;nﬁeer

Group and the Royal Air Force operating in China.



4. Activation of the Tenth Air Force in the China-Burma-
India Theater. With the decision made to establish an air force
in the India-Burma region, Headgquarters United States Army Air
Porces, India-Burma, wss established at Delhi in March 1942. This
location was selected to effect betfer coordination with the
British.

A planning group, headed by General Brereton, started making
plans for increased air operations.in the thester. Their material
assets consisted of $250,000 in American currency, one LB-30 and
five war weary B=l7s.

- Their gigantic task was made more bleak by Japanese advances
throughoutFSoutheast Asia, toward the subcontinent of Iﬁdia, where
they could deliver a severe biow to the Allied cause in the Orient.
(See varagrsphl, Annex 5.)
| ‘Demands from other theaters and ﬁhe policy of concentrating
first on the elimination of Germeny gave the CBI a low priority.
This situation formed an obstacle in the obtaining desired per-
sonnel and‘equipm;nt for the Tenth Air Force. Though it was
activated on 12 Febquary 1942, at Patterson Field, Ohio, it was
not until 17 May 1942 that the Headguarters and Headgquarters
‘Squadron arri#ed in India. (Seebparagraph 2, Annex 5.)

&. Mission of the Tenth Air Force.' In addition to de-
fending India from the skies, the Tenth Air Forcé would also be
required to: ?rovide‘an aerial supply line to China; assist
" General Stilweli's forces in Burma; develop India, apart from its
own defense, as‘a base for striking the Japanese wherever they
may‘be within bomber range.

| f. Barly Operational Difficulties. With its force now
consisting of six B-17s, two IB-30s and ten P-40s, limited vatrol
and transport operations were underteken without any appreciable
delay. ZExtensive operations had to await the arrival of more
planes, procurement pf suitéble type of aifcraft, training of per-

sonnel, and provision for facilities.



Requests for bédly needed P-38s equipped for photograpﬂic Work
were turned down. Lacking adequate fighter protection, bomb%ng
‘attacké had to be made at night under very unfavorable condi;ions}
(See paragraph‘4; Annexb5.) |

During this early period organizationel difficulties were
corrected to the extent possible, with the major portion of the
time spent in training, developing techniqﬁes and preparing Qlans'
for subsequent operations.

2. Meoteriel Difficulties. Most of the aircraft arriving
from the United States were'in need of major repairs and, in some
cases, complete overhaul before they could be put into comﬁat.
Many of the planes brought tb Karachi in need of engine replace-
mgnt'had to wait for weeks before replacement spares arrived.

h. "Personnel Problems. The unsatisfactory blimate,
absence of recreational facilities, sporadic delivery of mail
from the Uni%ed States,all had an adverse effect on the moraieg
of the ?ersdnnei. The inactivity resulting from lack of proper
equipment for operational and training activities did little to
bolster their spirits. The prospect of being overrun by.the :
advancing Japanese further aggravated an undesireable situation.

Part V. — Air Operationsr\‘

g} For évolution‘gf air organization in the India-
Burma ~China Theaters see following Annexes:

(1). Annex 6 - China Theater
(2). Annex 7 - India-Burma Tﬁeater

b. Americen Volunteei Groﬁp. -- (1). Operations. The
American Volunteer Group provided the first organized air resist-
ance the Japaﬁese had faced sincé the beginning of the Sino-
Japanése War in 1937. Beginning operatipns on 21 December 1941,
the American Volunteer Group kept jébbing at the Japanese whenever
and wherever they could. f

The combined effort of the American Voluﬁteer Groﬁp and the

Royal Air Force kept the important Port of Rangoon open for



: almost three months after the first enemy assaults began.,.
| (8). Besults of Oberatlons. During its sxx'months
of operation over Burma and thna,‘the Amerlcan‘Voluﬁteer Group |
destroyed 297lenemy aircraeft in'air,comﬁat, while losing 14 of
their_own.?-40s. The air supply route over thé Hump was success—
fully défended, as well as thevsupplyibéses denots in Kunming.
(See Appendix III, Annex 2.) |
c;~ Tenth Air Force. -- (1); ‘Early Operations, Air
opérations by-the Tenfh Air force were officially*inéugurated‘on
the 2/8 April 1942, in anwaftack bj B-17s on shipping atlfort
Bléir, Adamaﬁ Islandsrin the Bay of Bengal. This and»similar
operations entailed;fhé uée of an advance basé near Calcutta, a
distance Qf 1200 air miieé from‘the home base et Karachi, Sub-
seéuent cperations wefe.characterizeﬁ by the same difficulties of
'distance and the shorfage of airéraft; as ﬁell as uﬁfavorable
- weather conditions. Consequently these early missions were
llttle more than haraSQ1ng missions, | |
(2). Durlng this same period, the Indla-Ohlna
'Ferry (See Annex 8), conducted operations transporting suynlles
'from Indla to Burma and Chlna. Serv;ce facilities and supply
and maintenance installations were éléo in the process of.being
built. (See Annex 8.) |
0perat10ns, in the maln, were still of a defensive nature .
due to the inadequacy of equipment, personnel and sunplles, counled
with Japanese capabilities which indicated sti1l furthervadvances'
in the Ohlna-Burma—Indla Theater.
Improvement of the Allied situation in the Indlan Ocean
permltted movement of air bases eastward.

Late in June, the 23d Fightef Group and elements of the 11th
’Bombaf&ment Séuadrbn were asseﬁbling in China. This régrduping
‘was partially in anticipation of<replécipg.the Americén‘Voluntéer
Group whose contracts would expiré on 4 July 1942, but mainly to

provide, increased air support for British and Chinese forces



operating in China. (See Amnex 9.)
' Q; China Air Task Force. —- (1). Overations. The

China Kir Task Force became operational on 4 July 1942. In order
to bring impértant enemy targets in Southern China within bomber
and fighter range, operatiqns were conducted from é‘string of
bases running in a northeast-séuthwast line starting from Henyang,
followed by Lingling, Kweilin, Liuchow and Nanning. To guard the
ferry over the Hump, aircraft operated from Yunnanyi, in Western
China, and Dinjen in Assam, |

Bomber strikes included attacks on importent Japanese air-
fields at Nanchang, southeast of Hankow and Tien Ho airdrome, at
Canton, in an effort to reduce Japanese numerical superiority.
Pighter aircraft bhallenged eVery Japanese bomber raid over Free
Ghiha, accounting for a‘nnmber of enemy aircraft during every
engageﬁent. (See Annex 10 for*detaiiéeaf operations.)

(2.) Results. Dﬁring their eight months of
operation, ffom 4 July 1942 to 10 March 1943, the claims of Hesd-
quarters‘china Air Task quce included 182 enemy aircraft des-
froyed, and 87 probably destroyed. During the operations, 350 tons
of bombs were dropped on Japanese installations and 50,000 tons
of enemy éhi?ping sunk, During the same period 24 American aircrafi
were lost to enemy action.

8 Igdia Air Task Force. -- (1), Operations. The
India Air Task Fo#ce organized in October 1942, had very little
available éomhaf power during its orgenization periéd. To add
to their difficulties, the equipment required for an adequate
early warning system was not available. |

f. Late in October word was received that the‘Tenth
“Air Porce was to be relieved of‘responsibility:of operating the
Ferry, effective 1 Dé;émber. (See paragraph 1, Annex 11.) Be-
fore any of the forces could be deployed, the Japanese attacked
Dinjan‘on‘25 October. Approximately 100/p1aneé bombed and strafed

the field at Dinjan, as well as the newer fields at Chabua,
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Mohanbari, and Sookerating. Due'to fhe inadéquacy»of the early
Warning‘sysfem, the Aﬁerib&ns suffered heavy losses. Five trans—\
ports; five P-40s and two P-43s were‘destroyed, while four trans-
‘ ports and 13 fightérs were bédly damaged. On the mext day and
tﬁe 281th, howevér,‘when the enemy ceme over again, the India Air
Task Force squadrons were able to destfoy fifteen Japanese raiders
with 1ittle démage to themselves. \
For several weeks while the Indis Task Force was being built
TP, General‘Haynes_employed his forces défensively with only
-océasional offensive missions‘by smali flights of heavy bombers.
g.‘ The.opening attack of this camﬁaign occurred on
November 20, when eight B-24s carrying 40,000 pouhds of bombs
attacked the marshalling yards at Mandalay. Ffom Myitkina in
Northern Burma, to‘Bangkck in Thailand, and Port Blair in the
Andaman Islands, the India Task Force strafed at low lévelland
bombed from high altitudés.'AIn 17 heavy bombing raids between
November 20 and December 31, they dropped 414,000 pounds of high
explosives on enemy targets¢ |
‘Fromwﬂprii to December 1942, heavy bombers flew only 179
sorties and dropned 299 tons of bombs;“Medium bombers from
July to December flew 331 sortiesfénd drogpeds346 tons of bombs.
Fighterg from July to December 1942 flew 791 sorties and dropped
24 tons of bombs. Total tonnage dropped was 669vfoﬁs, (See
paragraph 1, Annex ll.} | ‘ ‘
2 Air Operations In‘Indié and Burms During 1942. —- a. Dur-
ing/i943 the'India-Air-Task Force, concentrated on active defense
of the Ferry Route betweenblndia and China and ﬁhe airfields and
equipment in the Assam area. | | | |
.- Dﬁriﬁg 1943, bbmb\totéls'of the India Air Task Forcev
had been stépped up %o an‘unuéual degree?‘ In January, the total
"~ of bombs dropped was about 200 tons; by May, it réachedvl,400
tons. ‘Froﬁ'NOVember 1942 through September 1943, heavy and medium

bombers pefformed 714 missions, flew 4,792 sorties, dropped 6,158



tons 6f bombs . and destroyed 44 enemy planes, with 29 probable:
déstroyed. In 211, fhe India Task Force lost énly 12 pianes.
£. By Novenmber 1943; the Ténth Air FTorce was meking
‘headway:in géining limited air‘superioritj Qver Burma; That
November, the Tenﬁh joined General(Stratemeyer's Bastern Air
Command, which in turn was a part of the Southeast Asia Command
under Lord'Louis Mountbatten.
‘7 d. Heavy bomber sorties for the year 1943 mounteé to
2,751, with 4,651 tons of bombs dtoPped. Light hombers flew.é,OOS
sorties and dropved 4,243 tons of bombs. .(See paragraph 2,
Annex 11.)
| £e. Loeal superiority, geined in the latter part of
1943, was maintained in 1944.’ | |
g&» Air Operations in India and Burme Durihg 1944, —;_g.
'During January and Febrﬁary céunter air force opération were mainly .
defensive in nature. This was primarily due to tﬁe fact that the
newly activated Eastern Airp Cémmaﬁd was iﬁ fhe ﬁrééess of planning
its operations., o
b. In Februery 1944, in attempting to attain local air
superiority in supp&rt over the Battie area of his Arskan offen-
sive, the eﬁemy expended a major effort against %he.allied air
forces. However, the newly acquired Spitfires of one group fook
such & heavy toli that he wasvforced‘to.abandon the effort. Veri-
 fied Allied claims for January and Februsry were 40 enemy aircraft
destroyed,~19 proebably déstrqyéd aﬁd 102 damagéd. During March, ’
“April‘and May offensive fighter action‘by=Army Air Forée'units
over Japanese bases, substantially broke the Japanese dominaﬁce*'
_ of the air.over Burma, destroying 224.aircraft,‘probably destrdy-
‘ ing.29 and damaging 58. (See varagraph 3, Annex 11.)
2. ‘The combined Army Air»Forée and RoyalvAir Force
score'during Maréh, April and May was 309 ehemy aircraft destrbyea,

56 probably destroyed’and 193 damaged.

v
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g. In June 1944, a markedvchange'in Operational‘policies
by the‘Japanese was evidenced. The enemy seemed to have turned to
a form of hit aﬁ& rﬁn guerilla warfare. As a reéult, thevnumber of
enemy aircraft destroyed by thé Allied Air Force, in the last half
of 1944‘never.réached the totais amessed during the period March,
April and Mey.

e. The enemy did;}however, con&uct nuisance raids during
this period and continued to send out photo and visﬁal reconﬁéissance
missions. The latter very seldom were permitted to return to their
bases. Thisylack of eir reconnazissence intelligence eventualiy led
to complete Japanese disorganization aﬁd utter ignorance of the |
penetration movement which captured Meiktila,

£. By the end of 1944, as a result, air superiority in

Burms had Béen’supplanted by air supremecy. o -

ﬁ# ~Air Operations in Indgé'and Burma,During 1945. —— 2., 1%
wa%iéb#ipus‘that the main Japanese air strength had been withdrawn
to Siam. On 15 March, 40 P-5ls of the American Second Commando
Group, flew a 1,600 mile round trip from Coﬁ‘szazaar and attacked
Don Mousng Airfield, 12 miles ﬁofth'of Bangkok. - They achiéved
complete surprise and destroyed 26 eneny aircraft, probably des-

" troyed 6 and damaged Bl, for a loss of one P=51. Allied bombers
continued to bomb Rangoon and the Don Moaang érea with iittle or
no q§position. ‘

b. By the last of April.1945, there were only 12 enemy
aircraft, fightérs; in Burma and theyi were based;in,the Moulmein
area. These, plus a few that could be brought in from Siam, |

‘ oééasionally showed themselves‘over the fighting front,'but'were
ineffective.as a defensive or offensive force. (See ?aragraph 4,
Annex 11.) v | | |

c. The Eastern Aif‘Oommand,»which included,the Tenth
Air Fofce for a period;'deétrdyed,zprbbably destroyed or damaged

1114 enemy aircraft between 15 December 1943 and 1 June 1945, in



.'f ndi a-f.'Burma .

‘ 5; Tenth Air Force Operstions In China. —~‘§.Y<Role in China.

In addition to opefating with its major forces in the Indis-Burma
area as discussed in thé pfeceeding paragraphs, the Tenth Air

Force wasvresponsible for ce£tain’oyeratibns in Chins. (See para-

graphiﬁ, Annex 11.) |

‘ b. Air Operations on the Salween Eiver. During the
period September 1944 to January 1945, the Tenth Air'Fofce’
.fighter-bombers,,flew ap@ro;imately 1,800 sorties from Burma
bases againsf Japanese positions Qn'the’Sa1Qeen front.

&. The China Offensive. In Apfil, Headquarters Tenth

Air Force was ordered to China. Thefadﬁanced.detachment was
iocate&(in Luliang when a change,of deéision was made 2 May 1945,

- removing the Tenth from China and stan&ing it down from combat
operations aﬁ fiardoba,AIndia.: In the last week in June the ;
decision»was chgﬁged and thé’Tenth Air Porce was again ordered
to China;*closing at Piardéba and'épening at Kunming on 23 ngy’
1945, | *

4. The basic'concégtion of the reorg&nization in

china, established ﬂhe.Fourteenth Air Force as the‘strategic

‘air force to operate generally north of the twenty-seventh parailel
on Jépaneée lines, Qf.communications an& strategic targets, andr
the Tenth Air Force as the tactidai air force to cooperate with -
thekchinese;grouhd armies opergting south of the ﬁweﬁty—sevénthrau‘
paraliel..v(See pafagraph'B, Annex 11.) o

[*h Postﬁar'Occupation, Evacuafion and Supply. --<g.’ With
the end of the war, the Tenth Air‘Fofcevwas selected by the com-
mahding geneial, Army Air Forces,AChina Theatef, as the operating
agency fbr all intra—Ghiné éirvtrahspdrtatiﬁn.v Headquartgrs Tenthb
~ Air Force, moved baék'to Kunming on 25 Aﬁgust 1945, (Sée para-'
graﬁh»G; Annex 11.) | |

: 2; .EES§$ﬂS; -~ 2. ‘Contributibn of Air power. A paftial

indication of air power's contribution to the victorious results



 attaiﬁed in the China-Burma-India Theatef\i;\grovided in a tabula-
tion of statistical data based oﬁ claimé~gﬁbﬁ;tted by'the dperating
air forces. (See Annex 15, india snd Burma; and Annex 16,thina.)
;/Q<g>@11n spite of their impressiveness, the listed data does not present
the overa1l objectives gained»as a result of the victories iﬁ&icated.
The followihg presentation covers these objectives..
b. Air Power in India~Burma,

‘v(l). CAir péwef not only played the major role in
preventing Japanese occupation of India but compietely isolated
the Burma battle fields. This action proved demoralizing‘to the.
enenmy and had an adverse‘effect on-his war nmking'capability.

(2). ‘The éir transport.bperationsvon which éurvival
“of'the ground.depended, gnd ﬁhe'forces oﬁérating dn the ground, -
wefe rendered free from air attack by the enemy with the attain-
ment of alr superioriﬂy in the India=Burma area.
(3). 3By direct attack on enemy troops, installa-
- tions, equipment and'lines ofvcommunication, air power aided in '
the de§troyé1 6f Japanese forces in Burma.. |
“(4). From India—?urma; air power éqp§1ied the
‘military effort in China in the greatest sir transport effort of
its ﬁime. |
g. Air Power ih China, -
(1). Air power ﬁas instrumental‘in prevénting'the _
occupafion and éontrol of all offChiné by the Japanése armiés.
(2). Strikes on shipping and interidiction of
; North thna‘s railways‘aﬁd“highmays, and very heévy'bombardmeat'
attacks‘on Jaﬁanesé home islends by China based,éircraft, materially
assisted'in the disruption of the entire Japanese war econdmy and
war making potential. |
| (3). Opefétions.éf China based air power forced
the Japanese tp“dissipate iogisfical potential to cémpaigns in

China, which otherwise might haveibeen more effectively employed
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in the Pacific. By attaining air superiority, China based air
power aséured the alliéd‘forces and operations protectioﬁ from
enemy air aftadk. |

| (4). ‘China baéed air power contributed heavily
to the attritioﬁ of Japanesé military power.

5, CGNSLESI@HS.~-T a. Air operations in the China-Burma-India
Theater have given rise to the formulaﬁion of oew’doctrine,and
provided s%rategio planners with a wider range of thought in
determining operations for the future.

| b. The Potentialityvof Air Transport Conclusively
Demonstrated. Priof to 1942, air transport was confined in the
main, to carrying passengers, limited supplies, usually of an
emergency nature, mail, aid_foo‘cargo ﬁfansport on‘a limited soale.
The situgtion’in China demended that some form of aerial traos—
'port be initiated since the terfain and the enemy prefonted use of
the conventional land snd sea lanes of communication.

Q, Initial sﬁcoeéses soon‘proved\that only the numbers
of'évailable aircraft and airfields 1imited the amount of cargo
that could be air 1iffed."As these planes were supplied, new
, : O
airfields constructed and personnel made available; the intensity
of the ground and air operation increased.

4. The ability of air transport to adequatoly provide
‘fof coﬁbat forces isolated from»land and oea laoes of comﬁunica—
tion was amply demonstrated.

 §. ‘The acceptance of this new doctrine, new because it

- was nof accepﬁed by strategic planners prior to_1942,'givesrriso
to three ideas. |
(1). Lend or sea lines of communication to battle
areas are not essentizl, though the size force supported will be
.goveroed by 1imitations discuééed_ofe§iously.’ The aerial line of
communlcatlon is partlculerly adaptable to operations in areas
', where: (a). dlfflcult terraln forms a barrier to 1and liness; (b)

sea. lines or waterways are not avallable or enemy controlled;



~{e)., a comﬁiﬁétion~aforementioned conditions; (d). the use of an
zerial line of communication ﬁay be requiréd whefe speéd rather
thén economy is the governing factor.

(2). Force may be mgéged, supplied and sustained
anywhere in the world.

(2). Air transport.wiil provide flexibility in
the defense of an exténsive area, whére the resources of a natibn
precludes the establishment'ofia defense of the entire area, and

the exact location of the enemy strike is unknown.
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SUBJECT: Air Operations in the China-Burme-India Theater.

REFERENCES: The Campaign in Burma; Eldridge, Wrath in Burma;
Ayling, 014 Leatherface of the Flying Tigers; White and Jacoby,
Thunder Qut of China; Belden, Retreat With Stilwell; Bellah,

Ihe Password was Mandalsy; Burchett, Bombs Over Burma; Rolo,
Wingate's Raiders; Rumsey, "Air Supply in Burma," The Army Quarterly,

Oct. 47; Russell, Forgotten Skies; Mims, Chennault of the Flying
Tigers; "Chennault and His Flying Tigers," Readers Digest June 1942;

"Burning Man," Time 4 Mey 42; Mazet, "How to Beat the Japs in China,"
flying, June 43; Craven and Gate, The Army Air Forces in World War II.

NOTE TO STUDENTS:

1. The references above are furnished to give the student

- enough material with which to begin his research. It is antici-
pated that the student will meke use of all other available
sources in order to give adequate scope to his subject and, when
appropriate, to complete development of the subject to date.

2. The scope suggested below is’intended as a gﬁide only,
and is not to be construed as a limitation on the student's perusal
of the subject.

SCOPE:

1. American interest in, and aid to, China prior to World War II.
&. Lend Lease.
b. Technical assistance to Chinese Air Forces. ‘
c. Formation of the American Volunteer Group (Flying Tigers).

2. Strategic importance of China after hostilities with Japan
opened. )

3.  Allied plans for air operations in support of China.
a. India and Burma as strategic factors. ‘
b. Formation of the CBI command. ‘
¢. Handicaps in early planning:
(1) Materiel. A
(2) Personnel.

4. Air Cperations.
5. Results.

6. Conclusionms.
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AIR OPERATIONS IN THE CHINA-BURMA-INDIA THEATER

AVMERICAN INTEREST IN CHINA PRIOR TO WORLD WAR II
Appendix I to ANNEX 2

1. GENERAL, -~ a. In the yeaFs preceeding 1940, the United
States and Great Britain tried, by appeasement, to settle the
turmoil creatéd by Japan in the East. Though each recognized the
danger to her interesfs,ineither was in a position to back
diplomatic reproofs by a threat of armed forces. ZRecognizing the
predicament these two powers wére in, and}motivated by individualv
but paralleling desires, Germany, Japan and Italy culminated a
difection of strategy by drafting and signing the Bérlin Pact on
Septbember 27, 1940,

b. EHitler, knowing that American 2id was injecting
steel into Britain's continued resistance, felt that the Pact
would force the United States to divert her attention and-re-
sources to the Far Bast. Britain, left to her own devices, would
then bécome easy prey for the Nazi talons. Japan, on the other
hand, was certain the combined'strength of this powerful coalition
would be sufficient to cause the United States to‘cease interferr-
ing with either the Euroﬁean or Bastern situation, History ﬁ;s
proven the error in their judgement.

ge The real effect was to reveal how fundamentally the'
ocutcome of the Eﬁrqpean conflict was bound up with American sur-
vival., If the Axis were defeated in Europe, Japan would ceaéé to
be a memace. But if Germany and Italy won, the United States
would find herseif}menaced not only in the Pacific, but possibly
even on the American Continent. It was on the Atlantic side‘that

the real menace lay, and only the desperate struggle of Britain fof
survival kept it from becoﬁing an immediate threat. If Britain
went under, America and the dictators would stand face to face in
deadly and implacable conflict.

4. 3By April 1941, the American Government had reached’

a position which was short of war only in a nominal sense. A stand

AY




. was taken that denoted clearly an intention to foreibly prevent a
German.victory eﬁeﬁ to the extent of resofting to arméd conflict.,
Their actions, howéver, indicated-that they'hoped to contribute to
a'Nazi defeat without going to this iast extreme. This hope evén
resulted in certain steps, such as thé continued shipments of oil
to Japan and the sending of supplies to French Africa, which repre-
sented a lingering faith in the poséibility of appeaéing the minor
‘ memberg of the Axis. But if there were contradictions in Washington's
policy, they were conéerned with the ultimate»aims, rather than
with the means.

2. WAR IN CHINA, 1957-1938. —- g. Since the Marco Polo
Bridge outbreak, 7 July 1937, the ﬁhinese lost ground éteadily to
‘the Japanese. Facing little effective of sustained reSistance,
the Japanese Army pushed inland south and %est along the North
China main rail line to the Yellow River;

b. By the end of 1938, the superiér forces of the
Japénese had seized controi'of_china's northern railroads, had
sealed off the Yangtzéyand Yellow Rivers, controlled ninety-five
percent of China's modern industry in the ares, had possession of
the maj§r seaports end held key areas in eleven Chinese provinces.
- QOnly the absenée of roads and railroads to the vast intericr of
China and the difficult‘terrain preventéd(further advances by the
invading forces.

{g. The Japasnese now‘believed‘they held strategié and
economic control of the country. Expecting China to capitulate
when the strangulation effects of the blockade were felt, they
settled down to a war of waiting. Knowing’China had lost most‘of
her best fighting,forces and what air force she had in the initial
engagements, no counter attack was feared.

3. AMERICAN INTEREST AROUSED. -- a. Chinma's critical
situation made itself felt in the‘State Department of the United
States. It was readily.realized that Ohina could not hold out

against the Japanese without oulside assistance.

-



b. As a result, the policy of the United States toward
China changved.‘ China must not be lost to the Allies. Aid, how-
ever, was to be limited, since the attitude of the United States
had ﬁot as yet fully crysfcallized to an extent sufficient to prﬁ-

duce an all out effort. (See Appendix II to Annex 2.)
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AIR OPERATIONS IN THE CHINA-BURMA-INDIA THEATER
AID TO CHINA, INCLUDING LEND LEASE
Appendix II to ANNEX 2 \ i
1. AID TO CHINA. -- a. The attitude of the United States

toward Japan's.advance héd been one of moral disapproval rather
than overt opposition. There was a growing tendency to stiffen
these measures which implied a warning of more concrete actién if
Japan persisted in her course. | |

b. In 1938, the credits first granted China in 1933
’and 1934 were for $25,000,000, Further indirect aid was given
Ghina'when the State Department brought pressﬁre to bear on manu-
facturers ﬁo impose an embargo on the export of various supplies
such as aircraft parts. The dequnciation of the trade treaty in
July 1939 opened up the possibility of more official steps. In
July 1940, the Presi@ent applied licensing provisions‘to cover a
list of commodities which included ferrous-metals, ammunition,
aircraft equipment, aviation gasoline and certain categories of
scrap steel., This did not as yet constitute an embargo, for the
licenses continued to be issued; but it did raise the prospect
that 26 percent of America's export of war materials would be cut
of f at any moment by executive order.

. During the summer in 1940 and prior to the signing
Qf the Pact between Germany, Japan and Italy, it was quite'eviaent
to the State Depértmént that such an agreement was ﬁending. Based
on this knowledge and after a revision of foreign policy which was
dictafed, the United States took steps which constituted a reply.
On September 26, the export of scrap, so vital to Japan's steel
industry was embargoed on 16 Obtober} At the same time a loan of
$25,000,000 to China was announced, to be liquidated by American
purchases of Tungsten. In Octobér, further warniﬁg measures were
taken in strengthening of America's forces in Hawaii. Fﬁ:thér,
the State Department advised Americans in Japanese controlled
territories to retg:n h&me as soon as they couid arrange their

affairs.,




4. China's rising hoves were further elevated by
Britein's announcement to reopen the Burma Road on 18 October
after having to close it three months previous as a result of
diplometic pressure exerted by Japan. Eussia had made it clear
that she would continue to send aid to China. The Netherlands
Indies, heartened by the stands taken by the United States and
Great Britain, strengthened her defénses. In spite of an agree-
ment increasing oil deliveries to Japan, they were effectively
resisting her more extfeme demands.

&. December brought further hanpiness and 2id to China.
Washington extended credits to her totalling $100,000,000. This
was followed by an eXtension of export license provisions to an
important range of iron and steel products. Canadas had 2lready
placed a ban on the export of copner to Japan. 3Britain, on
lO‘December, granted to China credits of 10,000,000 pounds sterl-
ing.

f£. It was becoming rapidly amparent to the Axis powers
that the strategy of the Bgrlin Pact, instead of forcing a new
American retreat, had sctually led to‘a reversel of the retreat
which had formerly been in progress.

2. MILITARY MISSION AND TECHNICIANS TQ AID OF CHINA, —- In
August 1941, the United Sfates sent a militery mission to China
under Brigadier General Megruder. The mission included technicians
to assist in improving the Burma Road. Arms and other suppliés
were being sent to China, while Japan credits were frozen, and the
shipment of oil and metal supplies were cut off from the United
States and the Netherlands Indies. Individual assistance was pro-
vided in the form of American citizens, all qualified technicians,
engineers and pilots, who, over a course of years, offered their
- services to China. Among the 1attér‘was a retired Air Corﬁs
Officer, Claire L. Chennault. Under his 1eadershi§q the Chinese

fought the Javanese Air Force until Russian entry into the Furopean



war in June 1941 cut off China's mein source of aircraft supply.
Faced with a dwindling air force, and almost a complete lack of
resupply, he evolved a plan in creating the First Volunteer Group.
The spawning of this group was the start of what was later to
become the Japanese Nemisis in their aftempted conguest of the

Orient. (See Apvendix III to Annex 2.)



AIR OPERATIONS IN THE CHINA-BURMA-INDIA THEATER
FORMATION AND SUBSEQUENT CPERATICNS OF THE AMERICAN
VOLUNTEER GROUP (FLYING TIGERS)

Appendix III to ANNEX 2

1. EARLY DIFFICULTIES. -~ a. In the middle of 1940 President
Roosevelt announced that Lgnd«Lease 2id wag to be extended to
China. This announcement came sfter the Japanese had invaded Indo-
China and were in a position to threaten Burma. To the Chinese
Government, pitifully week in supporting air forces, this addi-
tional aid orovided a much needed stimulant. _The first thought,
of Dr. T. V. Soong, China's Minister of Foreign Affairs, located
in Washington, was pilots and plsnes.

b. He immediately called for Claire Lee Chennault, Who‘
was then Chinals Director for Aviation Training, to advise him in
the matter. Chennault had previously attempted to obtain planes
and crews from the U. S. but had not been successful. This trip,
he felt, would provide a resligzation of a dream, and implementa-
tion of a plan that he had been working on for three years. Succéss
wa s not‘immediately his, however, since China was low on the 1list
of priorities. Those planes that were not being shipped to England,
were earmarked for United States pursuit squadrons. To add to his
problem, the United States officials refused any aid in the form
of qualified pilots.

c. The problem of planes was finally partially answered
by a release to China of a hundred P-40's turned down by the Army
znd refused by the Royal Air Force. Though they lacked engines,
an adequate quantity was mede available by the General Motors
Allison Factory, who had a supply of engines on hand that had been
rejected by the Army for minor faults.

4. A radicel chenge in the attitude of the United States
Government opened the door to the answer on the gquestion of nilots.
With the needed authority provided, the Centrel Aircraft Manufac-

turing Gompany of China, was designated at the intermediary for




the Chinese Government in engaging pilots and ground crews. The
Army, Navy and Marine Corps were instructeﬁ to release pilots who
would like to volunteer for this service. This included ground
crews and technicians,

2. ARRIVAL IN BURMA AND ADDED TRAINING, ~-- a. ZRarly Septenm-
ber 1941, the first group of Americans, dressed as civilians,
arrived at Rangoon, Bu;ma. The group included pilots, mechanics,
ground crew men, doctors and nurses., Since practically 211 had
received combat training with the United States Harines, Wavy and
Air Force prior to volunteering for this mission, they were ready
and eagér to do battle with the Japs. They reckoned without com-
plete understanding of a harsh taskmaster who was to be their boss,
Col. Claire Lee Chennault,

b. Realizing the full value of this recently acquired
comparitivé weaith in peréonnel and egquivpment, he was reluctant to
employ them agasinst a capable eneny who outnumbered them by a
tremendous margin., Ianstead, therevfolléwed several months of
added training under the tutelage of Chennault a2t the airfield
located in Toungoo, Burma. Considerable time was devoted to
learning Japanese technique; a study of his aircraft, varticularly
from the standpoint of vulnerabilit& and fiight cheracteristics;
serial discipline and combat tactics. The,men were trained to
mateh the strong points of the P—éO's against the weak points of
the Zero. Above ali, they zcquired en appreciation of the value
of trained pilots and operational aircraft in this part of the
world where both were at a2 premium. It was during this period
that the shark faces apneared on the noses of the P-40's. This
was done, when it was‘learned that the Japs had a2 lifelong fear
of the shark,

c. Three and 2 half months after the arrival of the
first planes in Burma, the AVG wes ready to go. ‘Of the original
100 planes and pilots 90 planes remeined and a few over 20 pilots.

The remainder were lost during training.



&. The primary mission of the American Volunteer Group
was the defense of the Burma Road, Chinal's last femaining evenue of
communication with the outside world.

8. TIGERS IN ACTION. -- a. The Americen Volunteers' first
reconnaissance missions, preparatory to combat with the Japenese
Air Force, took place even while Americe's ships and planes in
Hawaii were still smoking from the Jap's sneak attaclk agzinst the
United States. For seven months thereafter, the Flying Tigers were
glmost the sole hope of the beleaguered forces, which for more than
four years had been fighting desperate battles with 1little material
help from the Allies. In fact, the American Volunteer Growp pro-
vided the first organized air resistance the Japanese had faced
since the beginning of the Sino-Japsnese Wer in 1937.

b. Under Chennault's guidance, the Flying Tigers
hurled themselves agaihst overwhelming odds. Thei£ motivation may
have been the rezlization that now the battle was not alone for
China, but for the United States. ILimited only by the available
supply of gasoline andbammunition, they relentlessly attacked
Japanese bomber flights, shipping, installations, frooP concentra-
tions and sup@ly lines. '

c. The Japns seldom sent fighter escort with their bomber
flights. Their almost complete freedom of operation from air
attack and the distance they operated from the bages, had pro-
vided them with a security they were soon to lose. This fact,
coupled with the tactics developed by Chennault in employing his
fighters in pairs,_inflicfed a heavy toli on the Japanese bomber
flights.

4. Between 18 December 1941 and 4 July 1943, the
American Volunteer Group piled up the astonishing total of .297
confirmed air Victofies, teking a Japanese personnel toll con-
servatively estimated at 1,500 pilots, navigators, gunnérs and
bombardiers. This mass of damage caused by the American Volunteer

Group was accomplished with minimum loss to their own ranks.



&+ Increased shipments of ammunition, planes, gasoline
and snare parts permitted more extensive operations, however, the
- group was still relatively smsll compared to the enormity of the
task they faced.

f. The problem of short sunvly was ever prevalent. In
spite of increased shipments,lthe supnly could not keep up with
the demand. The inadequacy .of suitable linesAof communications
into China was a serious detriment to the operating air forces;
Due to excessive use, and a lack of adecuate snare parts znd
‘ maintenance crews, the engines wore out and planes were grounded
until replacement parts arrived. |

4. END OF THE AMERICAN VOLUNTEER GROUP.’-— a. After a color-

ful period of operations the Americen Volunteer Group was disbanded
4 July.194é. As a windup, they bombed Hankow,‘Japan's mein war
base in Wéstern China; sank an enemy war ship, two transports,
set ablaze a river warehouse and bombed militery establishments.
b. During their period of operations they hed successfully

accomplished the mission of providing air protection for the Burma
Road. They had achieved limited local superiority to such an
extent that the Japanese High Comﬁand made repeated attempts to
wipe them out of existance but without success. With the assist-
ance of the Royal Air Force in China, they kept the important port
of Rangoon open for 2lmost three months. In stoppiﬁg the enemy
push, temporarily, into Southern China through the Salween Gorge,
~and in giving certain Chinese areas their first relief from enemy
bombing, they bolstered both Chinese and a2llied morale.

’ . The members of the Americen Volunteer Group were
given an opporﬁunity to be induéted into the Army Air Force and
remain in China as pert of the 23d Pursuit Group. ioét of the
pilots decided to go back to the United States for a brief rest,
others, who originally came from the Navy and Marine Corps went
‘back to those services; still others‘elected to teke positions
with commercial sir concerns.b Only five pillots and a small number

of ground men were inducted into the Army Air Force on 4 July, but



approximately 20 additional nilots remained on duty until renlace-

ments arrived,



AIR OPERATICNS IN THE CHINA-BURMA-INDIA THEATEE
| EVCLUTICN CF SUFPLY SUPPORT‘TO CHINA

ANNEX 3

1. DURMA ROAD AND SUPFLY LINES TC CHINA. -- &. Overland
transport into China rather then oceanic shipoing to Burma‘and
The Burmae Road was China's life-line to the outside-world after
Japan had occupied the coast and established a Naval blockade in
'1938. The distance by air from Lashio, thebrailhead in Burma fed
by the Port of Rangoon, to Kunmihg in Yunnen Province is 260 miles.
Yet the country is so mountaiﬁous thaet the Road actually twists
over seven hundred miles of hairpin curves and steep grades; part
of it is fit 5n1y for one way traffic and none of it is over six-
teen feet wide. The rdéd wag literally clawed out of the mountain-
side by an army of workmen numbering over a hundred thousand. The
first traffié in 1939 brought sﬁpylies into China at a raté of
3,500 tong a month, (the.Bérlin air 1ift ié delivering an aversge
of 8,000 tons each day), rising to>12,000 tons monthly in 1941
with ﬁhe introduction of American methods of maintenance. A large
proportion of the tonnage went for gasoline to fuel the trucks.
From the middle of 1941 to the fall of Burme, which closed the
Roéd, it was profected by the Volunteer Group.

b. The closiné of the Burma Road, first by Japenese
diplomatic pressure, then by the Japanese conquest of Burma, left
China stranded for sunplies. The only land routes to the country
from India were pack animal trails over the mountaiﬁs, one from
Dar jeeling, northeast to Lhaso in Tibet and thence east to Chung=-
king, and another from Sadiijs to Tsli and Kunmiﬁg. -The trip into

_Ghina over %hesé trails took 2 months, and the country‘was S0
rugged that only light supplies such as medicines could be carried
oﬁ the backs of porters. |

2. SUPFLY BY AIR, -- 2. In this crisis Lt. General Joseph

B. Stilwell, appointed the American Commander of China-Burme-India




early in 1942, resorted to an sir ferry over the Himalasyas. The
Ferry System was pioneered by the United States 10th Air Force
. under Major General Lewis H. Brereton and then transferred to the
Air Trensport Commend in order to free the 10th's bombers for
raids on enemy targets in Burme. At first air traffic wes limited
because the plenes consumed a large part of the gasoline they were
trying to carry into China. The systeﬁ grew steadily, however, and
by the end of 1943 a greater tonnage waé moving into China evefy
month by air than had ever gone overland by the Burma Road. These
supplies supported the operations in Ghiha of the United States
14th Air Force, established early in 1943 under General Chennault
to carry on the work of the Flying Tigers in defense of China.

b. This dangefous passage by alr over the Himalaya
Mountains, became known as the Hump., The pilots ran a gauntlet
of enemy fighters in Burma and the other geuntlet of extreme
latitude and dreadful weather across the world worse térrain. TFor
us to get help of any sort to our Chinese Ally must have looked to
the Japesnese to be an impossible task. Here again the error of

their thinking wes proven in the period to follow.

-2



Flze @Pz‘ﬂ.ﬂ | 2 Tn THa CHiwA-duveMA- ITNO JIA THEATER

AN Nex 4

)\ . J¢ ‘f" INE Y&
"-_: e\flou.“. Par e,f'( f’;on

o

Te— ’ ‘f-
ST -’" km:c- ’ N\
‘M‘ L’-,Q '
‘.\f -l" ) \‘c‘*l“uﬂi\ EA
n unmms

! Be ’.!I % 4‘;.
N -\‘ ‘?
Thm\anl ‘t,

--"'

: \Bam' 9‘

mn-euzmﬁ-ruma N L

THEATLR S8

T General Area o -

~ W ~ perat ums,_

MRP Q.B-L
T Hewtaes







AIR OPERATIOCNS IN THE CHINA-BURMA-INDIA THEATER
ACTIVATICN, EARLY OPERATIONAL PROBLAMS AND DIFFICULTIES

OF THE TENTH AIR FCRCE

1. GENERAL. -- With the decision made to esteblish an air
force in the India-Burma region, General Brereton and a small
group of officers flew to Cevlon, India. He carried $250,000
in American currency wranped in & blanket to assist in financ-
ing the venture, one LB~30, five war wesry B-17s and orders. to
take commend of the Tenth Air Force. It wes 2 time of danger.
The Japanese were pushing through Souiheastlﬁsia toward the
spravling sub-continent of India, where they could deliver a
severe blow to the Allied cause in the Orient. Théy were able
-to increase the forces used in the Burma and Chins offensive with |
units drawn from the comnleted Malayan campaign. With the Jepanese
successes in cutting the Rangoon-Lashio railroad North of Pegu,
it becsme apnarent that Rangoon would shortly fall and the use of
the Bay of Bengeal would be denied to Allied shipning. Facing
this situation, General Brereton began to meke plans for establish-
ing the Tenth Air Force in India. At New Delhi, where headcuarters
had been located to effect better coord?nation with the Britisch,
General Brereton, formaliy zssumed command of the new Air Force on
Merch 5, 1942,

2. ACTIVATION. -- Demands from other theaters and the policy
of concentrating first on the elimination of Germany gave India a
low »priority. This situatioﬁ formed an obsteele in obtaining
desired personnel and eguivpment for the Tenth Air Force. Though
it was activated on 12 February 1942 at Pattersop Field, Chio, it
was not until seversl months later that the Headqqarteré and Head-
guarters squadron could be sent from the United States. The Port
of Karachi, on the Arabian Sea, wss designated a2s the American Port
of entry, 1000 miles away from the center of combat activity. The

firet large shipment of Air Corps troops arrived at this port on




&

12 March in & convoy sent from Australia. >Origihally scheduled
for Java, the troops had beenvdiverted to India. Included in
this shipment were the 5lst Pursult Group, 5lst Air Base Group
and the 9th Bombardment Sgusdron and the 88th>Recoﬁaissance
Squadron (ground echelon) of the 7th Bombardment Group. These
units brought the total strength of the 10th Air Force in India
to 174 Officers and 3,036 enlisted men. The ten P-40s arriving
with the group were sugmented by six B-17s thet were aiverted from
Jave. Thevaircraff strength of the Tenth nbw amounted to six
B-17s, two light bombers and, ten P-4Cs.

Z. MISSICH OF THE TENTH AIR FORCE. —- In addition to
defending Indiz from the skies the Tenth Air Force wes also re-

st

e

quired to:vl. Provide an serial su»ply line to China; 2. Ass
General Stilwell's forcee in Burme; and 3, Develop India, spart
from its own defence, as a base for strikingbthe Jananese where-
ever they may be within bomber range. To aécomplish these tasks,
they required and uvrgently reguestgd more men, planes gnd suypiies.

4, TARLY OPFRATIONAL PROBLEMS, -- The meager, available
forces were pﬁt to work immediately. The first mission involved
the delivery of 29 tons of supplies and 2 battalion of native
Fusiliers from Asensol in India %o Magwe in Burma, and evecuat-
ing 422 civilians{oﬁ the return trips. This action occurred be-
tween 8 and 13 March, utilizing seven B-17s and one LB-30. After
completion of this mission, they returned to Karachi for patrol
dutiesvwhich continued to A@ril.'

Extensive operations had to awasit the arrival of more planes,
« procurement of suitable types of ailrcraft, training of personnel,
and provision of necessary facilities. Past éXperience dictated
a need forbimprovements in matéfiel, tactics and treining. With-
in limitaetions imposed by the situation, progress, in'developing
better tactics snd more effective methods of training, was made.

However, requests for s more suitable tyne of aircraft could not



be met because such plenes were not then aveiladble. Reqﬁests for
P-38s, equipred for vhotographic work, brought the sane enswer,
Due to the long distancés involved, fighters could not be employed
in providing the long range bombers with the required nrotection.
Ag & result,’such bombing had to be confined to night Operatioﬁs.
Lack of edequate photogrephic sircraft, and unfavoréble atmosvheric
conditions, caused high eltitude nrecision bombing to be déclared
impracticable. Medium bombers were feit more suitable for this
type operations. Late in April, arrangements were made for assign-
ing two medium bombardment squadrons to the 7th Group, changing
~the unit from a hesvy bombardment to a composite group of two
heavy and tw§ medium squadrons. |

5. MATERIEL DIFFICULTIES. -~ Materiel difficvlties were en-
countered. Most of the sircraft arriving from the United States
were in need of mzjor repairs and, in some cases, complete over-
haul beforé they could be put into combat. Many of the planes
brought to Karachi, in need of ehgine replacement, had to wait
for weeks before replacement spares arrived. Need for engine re-
placéments wag increased due to the excessive dust conditicns in
the area. o

6. PERSONNEL PROBLEMS., —- Morale of the pefsonnel suffered
greatly. The unsatisfaétory climate, absence-bf recreational
facilities, and lack of mail from the United States had & depress-
ing effeét on their mentsl state. The inactivity reéulting from
lack of proper eguipment for operational and training activities
did little to bolster their spirits. With the Japanese pushing
througb Burma and their forces 6perating in the Indien Ocean, the:
prospects of an enemy attack on Karachi further aggravated en
undesireable situation.

This was just the beginning for the Tenth Air Force. Al-
though later sctivity and a build-up of base fecilities was
to bolster the spirit of the operating personnel, they were still

to ererienCe & lack of adeguate numbers of latest design aircraft,

o Bomn



gualified personnel and difficulties resulting from short supply

of all classes,



‘AIR OPTRATIONS TI THE CHINA-BURNA-TNDIA THRATIR

AIR CRGAVIZATION, INDIA-BURMA

2. India Air Taek Force.

b. Ohina Air Tagk Force.
¢. Karachi Americen Bese Commend,

ce Commend.

e

d. The Tenth #ir Serv

ry Commend.

o/

d P

e. India-Chins Fe

b

2. October 3, 1842 - December 15, 1943. -- a. Rowval Air
Force and Army Air Force sir units onerated under separate
command. OCoordination wes by mutusl sgreement.

Following changes in Army Air Torce wmits:

h‘
(1). 1 Dec. 1942; The Indiz-China Wing of Air

Transport Command activated st Chabus, Assam and took over Fumm

onerations,
= e - aAn m 7 La m ~
(2). 10 Mer. 1942: The Fourteenth Air Torce wss

-

activated from the China Air Task Force, and beceame an independent

air commend.
(3). 29 July 1943} Hezdguarters Army Air Force,
India~Burma Sector was activated.
5. December 1%, 194% to June 1, 1945. — g. Southeast
_Agia Command was created for the

J
orosecution of the wer in Asia. Following mejor commends resulted:

'‘b. Tsstern Air Commend. ;
g. 2224 (Coastal) Group, RAT.
d. 225th (Coastal) Group, RAT,
g. Air Transport Command.

£f. %mﬁiﬂﬁBmmM'%mmmL

g. Fourteenth Air Force.

h. Hq., Army Air YForce, India-Burma Sector, Chins ~Burma-

Indiz Thester.
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AIR OPERATIONS IN THE CHINA-BURMA-INDIA THREATER
TENTH AIR FORCE FERRY AND SERVICE UNITS
ANNZX 8

1. THE INDIA-CHINA FERRY. -- As part of its mission, the
Tenth Air Force contributed heavily to the early Allied effort in
the ChiﬁaQBurma-India Theater by its ferrying Operafions. Though
confronted with‘shortages of personnel and equipment, lack of
suitable fields and adéquate protective facilities, the lst Ferry-
ing Group, continued operations, transporting supvlies into Burma
and Ghipa. While the Japanese were closing in on important bases
along the route, they evacuated wounded soldiers and civilian
refugees to the limit of their capacity. Due to operational diffi-
culties, the originalyplan of establishing two commands, the Trans-
India, to operate from Karachi to Dinjén in Assam, and the Assam-
Burma-China, to operate from Dinjan to Kunming, China, was discarded
in'fé&or of one command, the Inaia—China;Ferfy.

.The‘Assam-Burma-China Ferry; ﬁnder the commend of Col. Caleb
V. Haynes retained its identity, however, for several months.
Immediate aﬁtention was given this route due to the necessity of
transporting supplies to China, whose morale had sufferéd a serious
setback with tﬁe fall of Rangoon. The carrying capaciiy of the
Ferry Command was incréased by an addi%ion of ten Pan-American
D0-3s from Africa. Early in April, these planes were utilized in
vtran3porfing E0,000‘gallons of gasoline and 500 gsllons of oil to
airfields iﬁ China. This fuel will be used by sixteen B-25s which
wefe moving acrdss the Pacific aboard an aircraft éarrier, prepara-
tory to exécuting.a,dariﬁg attaék{on'the'Japanese homeland. (The
Doolittle Tokyo Raid.)

Later these transports were employed in accomplishing.gréater
‘tasks. When the Japanese mejor advance through Bprma threatened
to overrun the British and Chineée defgndérs, thevDC—3s car?ied
ammunition and supplies into the battlefield area and evacuated

the refugees and wounded personnel. After the fall of Mandalay on




May 1, the planes were loaded to capacity evacuating és many
passengers as possidle before the Japanese could close on points
along the ferry route to China. Though the planes were unarmed
and subject to enemy attack, not one transport was lost in these
opérations.

The susceptibility of Dinjan to Jepsnese attack, forced the
pilots and crews to get the pianes off the field at dawn. Planes
and pilots were working‘to a maximum, éven after the fall of
Myitkina, on May 8, in dropping food and supplies to the retreat-
ing defendérs of Burma,

The fall of Burma dictated é chaﬁge in the air and ground
.plans of operationg. Heretofore, the Ferry servicé was considered
merely as 2 supflement to the regular supply lines. It was now
necessary to build an air cargo service with Cépacity eﬁough to
vreplace the Burma Road.. From this standpoint,.the»ferry opera~
tions during April, May and June provided an experience which
later aésisted in developing aerial cargo sefvice over the Hump
on a much larger scale. The loss of bases in Burma and the heavy
rains of the monsoon season reduced tbe amount of supplies carried
over thevHimalayas'to about 800 tons a month. The Japanese would
be ready for the big push into India when theyheavy‘rains ceased to
fall. ‘

2. ESTABLISHING SUPPLY AND MAINTENANGE INSTALTATIONS, -- The
initial work on the establishment of‘ground services essential to
air combat was aécomplished during the Burma operations, utilizing
the few reinforéements arriving at Kerachi for fhe Tenth Air Force;
On May 1 the Tenth Air Service Command was activated under Brigadier
General Elmer E. Adief. :Necessary cadres were taken from other units
of the Tenth Air Force. The maiﬁ depot was 1ocated‘at'Agra, approxi-
mately 700 miles east of Karachi.

Later in the month‘the 2rd Air Depot Group arrived at Karachi;
The 234 Air Depot was established at Agra on 28 May. The immediate

task was the construction of barracks and an airdrome, in which



native workers assisted. To provide front line service to the
combat units, thex59th Materiel Squadron was divided into smell
base units and located ab Allaha.béc’t, Kunming, Agra, Dinjan-Chabua,
Chekulia and at Bangalore, where an aifcraft manufacturing plant

was being converted into a repair and overhaul depot.

B



AIR OPERATIONS IN THR QHINA—BURMA—INDIA THEATER
TENTH AIR FORCE OPERATIONS

ANNEX 9

1. FARLY OPERATICNS OF THE TENTH AIR FORCE. -- a. While
elements of the Tenth were involved the pfeparation of supply
depdt;fécilities and transpbrtingbsupplies and evacuating
refugees, the bombardment groups_were\pre@aring for air strikes
ageinst the enemy. |

L. The night of 2/3 April 1942 marked the beginning of
bombing missions.‘ A flight of two B-17s and one LB-30, led by
Generél‘Brereton, attacked shipping at Port Blair, Adamen Islaends
in the Bay of Bengal. Another attack was séheduled for targets in

 the Rangoon, but wasn't completed due to difficulties ébcurring
during the take-off, These opefations entailed the use of an
y'advanced base near Caleutta, a distance of 1200 air miles from
Karachi;- Subsequent operations were characterized by the same
difficuléies of distence and shortege of aircfaft, as Well as by
unfévorable weather conditions. Consequently these missions wefe‘
little.more than harassing missions; Bombers operating from the
‘.advénce bases at Asanbl and Dum Dum, Burma bombed Rangoon shipping
and air facilities.  Due to lack of spare parts and major repairs
required, bombing missions were restricted to the limited opera-
tional aircraft aveilable., During this period operations were
suspended for a two week period while ﬁecessary repairs were‘being
made. Operations were further hémpered‘during thé'summer.pf_1942
due to the adverse weather, at times grounding all bombers for
weeks.,

g, Taking édvantage of this respite the Tenth improved
early warniﬁg and antiaircraft facilities in the Assam”aﬁd Calcutta
areas, Improvement of the Allied situation in the Indian Ocean

permitted movementjof airbasés eastwerd. The 436 Bdmbardment
Squad:oﬁ by the 1lst of June was moving té Allahebad, joiningithe

9th Bombardment Squadron, Headquartérs of the 7th Bombardment




Group moved to Barrackpore, near Calcutta. The BIStIFighter
Group was moving‘units into Kunming and Dinjan, while the 23d
Pighter Group and the 1lth Bombardment Squadron were assembling
| in Ohina. This latter move wes partially in anticipation of re-
placing the AmericénVVolunteer Group in China whose contracts
would expire on 4 July 1942, but meinly to provide increased air
suppdrt for the British and Chinese forces operating in China.

d. The situation for the Tenth was taking on & brighte;
hue by June.. Definite policies had been esteblished in defining
the mission of the air force.‘ Relations'between the théater Comman=
dér and the air force and dispoéition of forces in China had been
decided upon. As stated befdre,vferry and service organizations
were operating and the badly‘ﬁeeded combat units with personnel
and equipment were due in.

‘g., Operations in the main were still of a deféﬁsive
nature due to the inadequecy of equipment, persomnel and supplies,
coupled with Jspanese cépabilities which indicated still fufthefv
- advances in the China-Burma-India Theater.

Late in June 1942, the British h‘s,'qffered a major defeat in
the Battle of Knighfsﬁridge; in‘Cyrehaica. General érereton,'
with;all available,bombers, Was ordered‘to the Middie East. He
left India on 26 Juﬁe with kej officers to establish operations
in the Middlé Bast. This left a’seriously crippled Tenth in

India under the command of Brigadier General Earl L. Narden,



AIR OPERATIONS IN THE CHINA-BURMA-INDIA THEATER
TENTH AIR FORCE Iﬁ CHINA
ANNEX 10

1. CHINA AIR TASK FORCE. -~ Initially the China Air Task
Force was composed of the 23d Fzghter Groun, the 16th Squadron
of the 5lst Fighter Group, one flight of 9th Photo Reconnaissance
Squadron, and several flights of the 11th Squadron (M) of the 7th
Bombardment Group. Operational aireraft numbered approximately
seven B-25s and thirty P-40s. This force faced the problem of
conducting a 5,000 mile fronﬁ extending from Chungking and
Chengtu to the Indo-China Red River in the South, the Tibeten
Plateau and the Salween River in fhe West and the China Sea in
the Bast. In order to bring the importanf enemy targets in
Southern China within range of‘the B-25s and P-40s, onerations
‘were conducted from a strlng of bases runnlng in a northeest-
southwest line starting from Hengvang, followed by Lingling,
Kwellln, Leuchow and Nanning. In order to guard the ferry operat-
ing over the Hump, aircraft operated from Yunnanyi, in Western
China and Dinjan in Assam.

Although operating against numerically superior férées, the
American flyers continued to inflict ioSSes onvthe enemy wifh
minimum loss to themselves.

Bomber strikes included‘attacks‘on important Jépanese air-
fieids at Nanchang,\Southeast of Hankow, and Tien Ho airdrome at
Ganton, in an effort.to reduce the Japsnese numerical superiority.
Fighterfaifcraft challenged évery Japsnese bomber raid over Free
Chiﬁa, accounting for a number of enémy aircraft during every |
engagement.

‘,The excellent warning system developed in China was an invalu-
able aid to this eir war in China. Fighter planes were given ample
time to become airborne and gain an advantageous’position for inter-

-ception thereby depriving the Japanese of their chief weapon of

surprise,




As with the American Volﬁnteéf Group who preceeded them, the
‘»China'Task~Force was forced into periods of inactivity due to un-
favorable weather, combat fatigue, exhausted supplies of bombs and
fuel and need for aircraft repairs.

These périods‘were uéed‘to improve their weapons, devéloping
operating ﬁechniqué and plenning future operations. ‘

On the 9th of August, five 3—253 and three P-40s attacked
an importantllndo—ghina Port of Haiphong, marking the first time
the task force had reached~outside of China or Burma to hit the
enemy. A 4,000 freighter was sunk in the harbor, large fires
which burnedifor three days were starfed in the dock and ﬁare—
house area, while direct bomb hifs on Jenanese headéuarters caused
a number of casualties variously eétimated at from 100 to 400.

The'task force waé Successfulljfempioyiﬁg guerilia, hit and
‘fun, tactics against the Ja@ énd'keepingvhim guessing. -Time
after time the enemvaould bomb a strip and létér disedver that
the plenes had Previously moved to another fieldf In one of these
'mdves, léte‘in August, the bombefé“were'transferred to Yunnanyi
in Southeaét China to bolster the Bu?ma Campaign. During the last
week of the month, the B-BBs»twice bombed Lashio, important fail
center and air base. They crossed the bordervof Indo-Gh}na to
atﬁéck enemy Supply‘dumps at Hoang Sﬁ‘Phi and Phu Lo; and on the
'"1as£ two Qays'of‘Anguét they bombed Myitkyma, a northernmnost depot
of the. enemy in Burms.

@ollowing this series of tasks, the bombers returned to
Hepyang and Kweilah, leaving the Burmese operastions during Septem-
ber and October to the two B-25s and a feﬁ fighters which had been
stationed at Dinjan. Tﬁe main part of the task force, in the mean-
tiﬁe, cérriedfout raids o%er occupied China, haréssing shioping on
the‘inland waterways, disrU@ting‘rail communications and destroying
enemy aircraft on the ground and in the air, Earlj in Octobe; the‘
bombers turned their aftention sonthward in order to aid the Chinese

who were opposing renewed enemy attemﬁtg-to cross the Salween River.
‘ . o



. Eleyen missions were flown against enemy targets in Northeast Burma,
and Liéhiapo.

Witﬁ the_énd of the mbnsOon season the enemy was expecbed to
increése his air oppositidn to the ferry service particularly along
the weétefn end of the route which terminated zt Dinjan. The Tenth
Aif Force, charged with both operstion and protection of the ferry
service, was barely in a position to cerry out either task. Some
improvement had been brought about in the cargo service by leasing
transport planes from the China Katioﬁal Aifways Company. In order
to pfovide more effective defense of the ferry and to aid Chinese
resistance along the Salween, all the American combat units in
India were organized as the India Air Task'Force. (see péragraph

1, Annex 11.)



AIR OPERATIONS IN THE CHINA-BURMA-INDIA THEATTRS

AIR FORCES IN INDIA, BURME‘AND GHIEA THREATHERS

ANNEX 11. | | .

1. INDIA AIR TASK FORCE. -- a. The India Air Task forée
wes organized on 30 October under Brigadier General Calib V.
Haynes as commander. With ﬁhe major units of the Tenth operating
in China; or with General Breretbn in the Middle Easﬁ, the
initial stréngth\of the India Air Task Force was almost negligible;
To provide a measure of protectioh, thé 26th Spuadron and Head-
quarters 5lst Fighter Group weré moved to Diﬁjan. Difficulties
were encountered in éstablishing aﬁ early warning system due to
a 1a.ck‘./of adequate equipment.

b. Late in Octéber word came that the Tenth Air Force
would be rélieve@ of the responsibility of operating fhe‘Ferry,\
effective 1 December. bThe First Ferrying Group was to be teken
over by the Air Transport Commeand. Ferry operations were to Dbe
taken over by the India-Ghina wing of the Air Transnmort Command
with Col. B. H. Alexander as head. The Tenth Air Force was
"st11l to have fhe respénsibility'of providing protection for the
aerial life line to China. Before any of the forces could be v
depléyed'the enemy attacked Dinjan onv25 October. Approximately
100 enemy planes,.equippe& with belly tenks for»the lbng flight
from thekdistantlair.base at Lashio, théy bombed and-stréfed |
Dinjan as well as the newer airfields at Chabua, Mohanbari, and
Sookerating. The Americans received little warning, consequently
suffered heavy losses. Five transports, five P-40s and two P—éZsi
were destroyed, while 4 tranéporﬁs and iSvfighters were badly
damaged.‘ But on the next day and the 28th when the enemy‘came

over agein the India Air Task Force Sguadrons were able to des~

troy 18 Japenese raiders with little damage to themselves,
c. These asseults had 2 telling effect on the dire
need for the return éf the heavy bombers which had accompanied

General Brereton to the Middle Bast, and sdded emphasis to his



requésts t@ét théy be returned to Assam.

: Q. During the month of October, B-25s which had re-
placed some of the older B-17s, conducted bombing operations
north of the Yangfze. The presence .of the long range Liberestor
in the China-Burme-India Theater geve the Tenth Air Force a‘<v
‘ widér choice of tafgets and made it increesingly difficult for
the enemy to ?rediét where the next blows would fall. For
several weeks while the India Task Forée wa.s beihg built ﬁp,
Geheral ﬂaynes emplqyed his forcés defensively with only
occasional offensive missions by small flights of heavy bombefsi

L. This‘period marked the beginning of a six month
campaign against the enemy which ended only with the errival of
the monsoon. The opening attack of this campaign occurred on
Wovember 20, when eight B-24s carrying 40,00Q pounds of bombs
atﬁaéked the marshélling vears at Mandalay and caused great
damageftheré. E;om Myitkine in Northern Burma, tokBangkok in
Theiland, snd Port Bleir in the Andsmen Islands, thé India‘Tésk
Force strafed at 16w level and bombed from high altitﬁdeé.- In
17 heavy bombing faids between ﬂbvember 20 and December 21,
they dropped 414,000 pounds of high exploéives on enemy targets.

B £. If mey be said, thet the Americen war effort in
Burma was kept‘alive'by the India Air Task Force. The port of
Rangoon and the approaches to it were-attacked’by our heavy
bombers, which e1s0 begen a patrol of the Gulf of Mértaban as
far éouth as Tavoy Island and as far west as thé Andaman Islands.

2. AIR OPER&TIONS IN INDIA AND‘BURMA TURING 1943. - a.

During 1943 the India Task Force concentrated on active defense
of the ?erfy ﬁoute between India.2nd China and the airfields
and équipment in the Assam area. This included the méihteﬁancey
and operatibn'of an adequatevair warhing system, continuops.
fightei protection fcr'the'érea, offensive patrolé in Norghérn
Burma with a concentrated effort to neutraiize enemy airdromes,
patrbi of the Air Trensport COmménd route through Burma, and

escort of the Air Transport Commend plenes when necessary.
! ' .



b. Americen plsnes operating during the wet monsoon
months in 1943 ptoved that onérations could go on npgar&leéé of
the weather. As a result, up to October, almost 65 vpercent of
the rail facilities of Purms were destroved, = ereat amount of
éhipping was sunk, whole areas of Jananese installations were
de?astaﬁed.

&. 3By November 1943, thé Tenth Air Force was meking
headway'in gaining limited zir superiority over Burma.

Thet November, the Tenth joined General Stratemever's
Bestern Air Command, which in turn was a »nert of thé Southeast
Asia Command under Lord Louis Mountbatten. Its bomb@; forces
;wefe integrated with the Royal Air Forée bomberg to form fhe

strategic Alr Force, while its fighters united with the British

fizhters to form the 3d Tacticél Air Force., In Juen 1944, the
Tenth Air‘Force reassumed direct onerational control of~all its
tnits. |

2. During the interim perioﬁ, the Japaneée really
begzan to feellthe weight of Americam.bombs. The strategicv
targets selected for the Tenth Air Force, whgée headquérters
nad moved to Calcutta, were merchant shim?ing, dbgks, end. stor-
age and‘repair'facilities, includihg éerminals,‘railygehters,
iﬁportant bridges, river shinoing, rolling §t00k (with particular
émphasis;on locomotives) and barracks. Insein, approximétely
15 miles north of Rengoon, one. of the biggest reilroad yerds
ahd the only one of its siée left to the Jans, was destr@yeé on
27 Novemﬁer 1943, |

8. Heavj bomber sorties for the.yéar“1943 mounted.to
2,751, with 4,651~tons‘of bombs drépped. "Light bombers flew *
4,003 sorties and dropned 4,243 tons of'bombg.'~C§mmenbiag€inhthé
- £gll-ef 1948; thé Tenth Air Force offered aerisl yrofection to
Ailie&'grouhd forces in-North'Burma. These forées, originally
Generasl Joe Stilwell's American—trained Chinese forces, were
later joined by the famoué American Jungle Fighters known as

&

Merrill's Mersuders.



L. The high degree of mobility end secrecy which
résultediffbm alr supply‘was bne of the chief feasons for the
success‘of the Maraudefs; Casueities were evacuated by L-4s and
L-Bs based.aﬁ Ledo. Lanéing on drop areas, rice paddies or gravel
bars along the river, these light plenes flew the wounded %o
rear ecﬂelon air strips or to collection and clearing companies
elong the Ledo River. |

& In ?ebrﬁary‘1944,,in attempting to éttain local
sir superiority in support -over the battle area of his Araken
offensive, the enemy,eXpended'a major effort against the Allied
Air Forces. Hoﬁever,ﬁthe newly acquire& spitfires of one group
took such 2 heavy toll that he was forced to abandon the effort.
In pressihg countgr—air sction, Alliéd fighter cover soon dominated

'_the Arskan battlefield, vermitting hundreds of transports to fly

h ’

in‘suyplies to the besieged Seventh Division. A votentisl defeat
was répidly,changing into a decigive viétory.

h. ,OnvMarch 27, 1944; the Japanese Air Force made its
last major effort againsﬁ North quma, the Assam aif_béses, and
the Hump. route £0 China.» Tighteen enemy bombers and ﬁwenty |
fighters, in attempting to raid the Assam area, were~intercepted
by P-40s and P-5ls of the AAF 5320th Alr Defgnse Wing. In the
nesulﬁiné?éir Béﬁtle, 1i eneﬁy‘bombers, and 13 enemy fighters
were confipmgd destroyed, at a loss of two American fighters.

.i; The 1as€ gerious effort of the.enemy to challepge
&llied eir poﬁer in Central Burme came in May 1244, when he sénﬁ
fighter sweeps, of as;many as 20 to 20 Gécaré, into the imphel
area to assist the Japsnese forces in the drive to Kohima snd to
destroy Allied transpért aircraft SU§§1ying.the beseige& Imphel
gérrison. He wes consistahtly intércepted and*camé 6ff,the loser
in the ensﬁing battleé. |

j. The combined AAF-RAT score during March, April and
Mavaas 309'enemy 2irecraft destroyed; 56 probably destrojed, and

193 demaged.

sl » ’



k. In June 1944, 2 marked chsnge in operationsl policies

by the Japenese wes evidenced. The losses he suffered in the

N
j

precgding months, coupled with air superiority now enjbyed by
the Allied forces caused the -enemy to employ conservative tac;
tics.’ Japanese air activitx'almost ceased during the monsoon
seasoﬁ. Fe&ér and fewer alrcraft were active offensively, until
finally, during the closing days of the Burma cémpaign, fewﬁenemy
fighters rose to defend even the most important installationé.
3. AIR OPEHATfONS IN INDIA AND BURMA DURING 1945. -»lg;
In the face of Allied alr pressure and ground advences the
Japanese aif activity shifted south to Pvinmana during February
1945, By advancing their air beses the‘Ailies were in bettér
positions to strike at bases &éeper into the Japanese rear'aréas.‘
Duripg Merch, Taangbo and the surrounding sirfields becéme the
moét impoﬁtant Japanese basges north of Rengoon. On 8 March
AAF P-5ls again attacked the main airdrome'at.ﬂangoon, Mingladon
'buﬁvwere uable to finﬁ and deétroy more than three enemy sir-
craft. On 9 Merch 1945, 70 B-24s 2nd a ?-4;7 escort, bombed
Hangoon agéinst-VGry weak aerial defense. The next day, 24
vB-Zés again bombed Rahg&on targets, this time without any .
fighter interception whatsoever. \
b. In pTepération for the move on Rangoon by the
Allied Porces, strikes were made against Moulmein and airfields
in Siam.  So effective wes the reduction of the Japsnese force
in this ares that not é single enemy aircraft attempted to
interfere with the Aliied ogcupation of Rangéon. At the time
Hangoon fell, the Japanese éir Force strength\in Burms, wa s Zero
aﬁd én'estimated meximum of 50 aircraft wes based‘in Siam..
~c. The role of the Tenth Air Force in China may be
divided into three headings:

\ (1). Direct asssistznce to the China thester while

based ird Burma.

t

(2). Air movement of the Fourteenth znd



Twenty-second Divisions from Purma to China, 5 December 1944
to 6 Jenuary 1945,

(b). Air operations on the Sslween River

January 1945,
| (2).  The China offensive.
(3).V Postwar occupetion, evacustion and supnly.

d. Air bperations on the Salween River. To augmeht
the support of the Chinese Expeditionery by the Fourteenth Air
Torce, the Tenth Air Force established & radio link between
their Headguarters in Burms and the Sixth-ninth Cdmposite Wing
of the Tourteenth., This enabled the Fourteenth to call for air
strikes by the Tenth Air Force on targets holding up the edvance
of the Chinese Expeditionery Force. The additional air power

oo

proved necessary since the Fourteenth £ir Force had insufficient

supoplies to proviﬂe gll of the air effort reguired.
4, OTHER TNITS., ~- Activity of following listed orgeniza-

tions discussed in referance Annex:

2. Tourteenth Air Force -~ A4nnex 12
b. Air Trenspofﬁ Command - Annex 13
c. Twentieth Bomber Commend -~ Annex 14

-



AIR OPERATICNS IN THE CHINA-BURMA-INDIA THEATER
| FOURTEENTH AIR FOBCE.
ANNEX 12 |
1. FRELUDE TO THE FDUETEENTH AIB'FORCE IN CHIN#. -~ a. Ameri-
can Volunteer Group. The operations of the Fourteenth Air Force
can conceivably be considered asrstarting with the action §f the
American Volunteer Group, which went into action in December 1941.
Por six’monthsvthereafter, the Flying Tigers were almost.the sole
hope of the beleagued Chinese forceé, whiéh for more,thén four
years had been fighting deégerate baftles.with little help from
the Allies. In fact, the American Volﬁnteer.Group provided the
bfirst organigzed air resistance the Japanese faced since the begin-
ning of the Sino-Japanese War in 1937. (See>gppendix ITI, Annex 2.)
b. China Air Task Force. (1). Te second prologue to
‘the story of the Fourteenth Air Force is provided Dby the operations’
of the China Air Task Force which was activated in battle on 4 July
1942. (See Annex 10.) Chenneult, who headed the American Volunteer
\Grouy;.was recalled to actife duty as a Brigadier General and
named as Commander of the China Air'Task Force. |
(2). Mission given to the China Air‘Taék Force
Humé air route and its China terminals; (p). to atta@k and des-
troy hostile aifcraft, shipping, personnel supplies and installa-
tions in other areas when-munitions are availablé'and when sﬁch :
operatiohs do not jeaprodige the primary objective; and (c). to
give air support to the Chinese ground forces. | |
(2). Thethﬁnaﬂ&iquaskxFérgé)waéAassigned to the
Tenth Air Forcggwbux dué to control difficulties, it was permitted
to operate indepéﬁdently in thg formulation of air plans énd in
carrying out.air operations.
| (4). ‘Thé China Air Task Force operations represented |
a-modést expansion of fhe American Volunteer Group effort. As with

the American Volunteer Group, a controlling factor which limited




operations to a great extent was the shortages of aircraft, pér-
sonnel, spare parﬁé, gaSoline and other su@plies. |

(5). During its eight months of operation the Ching
Air Task Force accounted for 182 enemy aircraft destroyed, 87
probably damaged, 350 tons of bombs dropped on enemy installations
and 50,000 tons of enemy shipping sunk.

2, FOURTEENTH AIR FORCE. — a. On 10 March 1943, the
Fouiteenth Air Force was activated from the China Air Task Force |
and beceme an independent air ‘command responsidle directly to the
China-BurmaéIndia Theater Gommander,

33 The Fourteeﬁth Air Force grew éteadily from a small
fdrcé to a relativély‘large force'with’a.strong striking potential.
~ It conducted éffective fightef and quber operations along a 5,000
mile front which eitended from Qhankihg‘and Chengtu in the north
to Indo-China on the south; from the Tibetan Plateau and the.
Salween River, in Burma, in the West, to the China Sea and the
Isiand of Formosa in the East,

Ce The.ﬁasic'over—all ﬁission of the Fourteenth Air
Force was to prevent Ja?énese gccupaticﬁ of all Chiné,and sub-
seguent capitulatidn of thé Chinese National Government. To
abcomplish,ﬁhié ambitioﬁé,ibut imperative mission; the Fourteenth
stru@k and’harasséd‘the enemy from strategically located airbases
in China, Taging full ad§antage‘of its'interior positions, which 4
were spotted on the.hub of a semiﬁcircie'stretching from Ichang
t o Hankow and down zround the coést to Canton and Hongkong, the
'Fourtéenth was in a position~to‘effectively attack thebJapeneseuf
concentrated around the ringlﬁf this‘huge tub.

| d. The Fourtéenth jabved the enemj'off balénce and kepnt
him guessing by jum@ing all ;vér the huge map of Ghina. If the
weather wés.unfavorable in ﬂortheast‘China, Ghenneult'é fighters
and/bémbers éoncenﬁrated their efforts on the :igh targets to the
South, often for deys in succession. |

&. Time and time again the Japsnese rushed reinforcements
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to\the target areaz, thinking the Americans were intent on a pro-
longed attack on that partidularv3pot. Havihg thus forced the\
ogponént's hend, Ghenﬁault wduld fhen either senﬁ his planes to
strike at a relatively undefended area, or concentrate on the
target whiéh the enemy had reinfdrced, whiqhever promised ﬁhe’
‘better results.

3. SUPPLY LIMITATIONS. -=- a. In studying the operations of
thé air forces in Chinalit‘ié evidenced that the extent of the
operations was terpered to a 1arée dégree, especially in earlier
operations, by the limitations imposed by‘laék pf adequate supply,
coupied with the extreme difficulty of transporting suppnlies from
India, and the subseguent distribution within China.

b. Sterting with 872 tons received in April 1943, the
‘amount steadily grew each month readhing 6,234 tons deli&ered in
‘May 1944; thereafter the tonnages delivefed increased from.12,537
tons in June 1944, to a peak month in July'i945 of 54,164 tons.,

c. The increase in tonnage parralled the growth in
{ . .

i

strength of the Fourteenth Air Force which.reached its peek
operating strength iﬁ‘1945.

4, OFERATIONS OF THE FCURTEENTH AIR FORCE. -- 3. Iﬁ conduct-
ing éounter—éir force'operétioﬁs, the Fourteenth Air FOrce employed
the éame units thet were charged with air defense of‘their own
‘baéés. |

b. lMNumerically inferior in aircraft to the Japanese
pntil the early vpart Of 1945, the United States Air ﬁorces proved
- more than s match for enemy, as evidenced by the eventusl gain of,
air ‘superiority in January 1945 which later was projegted to cém-
plete‘éupremacyvofbthe air oﬁer China later in thekyéar./ An example
of the disaétrous results experiénced by the Japanese in their
conflicts with the F&urteenth Air Force is expressed in an
analyéié of theifive ma. jor attacks.by the Japanese against the
airfield on Kunming in 1943, The enemy empl&yed between 21 and 30

bombers and 20 to 50 fighters in each attack. Losses sustained-
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destroyed, probably destfoyed,and dameged, totalled 150 sircraft,
Opposition to these raids esveraged twenty-five P-40s, one of which
was lost and four of which were damaged.

C. :As a result of these high losses, the Jepanese
2bruptly terminsted their’daylight bombing,program in'china. There-
after, during the balance of 1944, they attacked ot night in smaller
numbers but with greater freguéncy. Lacking antiaircraft artillenf
and night fighters, the Fourteenth Air Force employed dey fighters
in an attempt to break up these attécks,' Only rarely were the
day fighters sﬁccessful when used at night. Japanese bombing was
not accurate, however, and relatively little damage was done.

a. ﬁuring 26 November 1948 and 20 Janvary 1945, msjor
offensive strikes included attacks against the Shinchiku éirdrome,
Fgrmosa; Pailochi, China; Tsinan zirdrome, China; Tsingtao, Chinaj
Shenghai sirdrome, China. In addition to inflicting substantial
ydamage to the facilities in the aréas, partial losses to enemy
aireraft that rose in'dppbsition amounted to 209 .destroyed, Z1
proﬁably destfoyed and 116 damaged.

&. During 1943-1944 the United States Air Force encoun-
tered detérmined opposition from enemy fighters defending critical
installations. During'1945; however, the enemy shoﬁed a marked
aﬁd in¢reasing unwillingness ﬁo commit éircraft, even in the
.'defense'of,his most important installations, |

| f. By January 1945, Allied ground and air installations
in.China’wefe immune to enemy air attack, and United States Army
Air Force aircraft were ranging at will over Japanese chupied
;éreés without iﬁterception. Air superiority has been established.

2. During the period 1942 to 1945 the United States
Air Forces in China destroyed, probably destroyed or damaged, on
the ground or in the air, a totél of 4;412 Jépanese,aircfaft with
their own losses for the same period totalling 468 aircraft.

'g,. Other Operations. In addition to defghsive,and counter-

air offensive; the Fourteenth Air Force conducted extensive attacks
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on shipping, mining bperations,.railway and highway interdictions,
Abattécks on trou@ conceﬁtrétions, warehou;e facilities, . supply in-
stallations and close suvvort of the Chinese ground forces.

5. STRATEGIC ATR OPERATIONS. — 2. Attecks