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I chose this subject because I think it is the most outstanding
action that my regiment participated in in dorld dar IT. I think it will
illustrate again some of the capabilities of infantry units; that the
principles we have been Studging do apply at all levels; that sometimes
what appears to be violations of accepted doctrine will work with a little
luck and,determined execution,

~ Now, brieily, the background of this picture. The 30th Infantry (2nd
Inf Div) landed on Umaha Beach in Normandy on D plus‘l, fought through
Normandy with V Corps, and as part of VILI Corps helped reduce BREST to a
pile of ruoble--tien woved by rail and motor across France to relieve the
Lfon int Uiv in toe Siégfried iine in the SCHiNBx BIFFsL region east of
51 VITH in early October,

The normal supporting units were the 36th Fi Battélion; Co. Cy 2nd
Engr Bn; Co. C, 2nd lied Bn; Co. ¢, ol8th TD Bn; Co. C, 741 Tk Bn. The nature
of this support was such’that tnere was never any question of whether
they were attached or supporting. There was always the closest cooperation—-
-=110 argument as to whether or not a unit should be attached.

After A two month period in a defensive position in the Siegfried
iline (The division coverea a twenty seven mile front,) in which the time was
spent improving the position ana Living conaitions, patrolling, and being
patrolled against, tne UiV was relieved by the nrand'new 106th Div and
amid great secrecy was sent north to vicinity BLSENBURN, BSIGIUM, to launch
an attack to the northeast through the 9yth Uiv to secure the dams on the |
ko Kiver at the junction of the nusil and UREL kivers. (See Map 4 for obj-
ectives. neference - V Corps History.) Lue to'the uncértainxy of the sit=
uation and the cLoée tefrain the Uiv attacked in column of regiments, the
3oth being second in column. The leading regiment attacked on 13 Dec and
all day ana night éoughtvto penetrate a Ifortified position around the custom
house at WEnLEﬁSUhEID gObJectivé 2) on the BEL&IQW—GERMAN frontief——a road
junction that was later called "Heartoreak Junction', bécause we had to give
it up after a oitter struggle to get it. This was the first belt of the
Siegfried iine and consisted of pillooxes protected by wire, mines and

obstaclese
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Attacking on the norin Qf the Uiv was the 7dth Uiv to seize the high
ground west of the bams. OUn the south one regiment of the 99th Div was to
secure tne uldy draw west and north of HulLldNTHAL.

The terrain over wiich this opération té&es place is along the Belgian-
derman border on the western edge of and in the MUWSCHAU FORuST--about 30
miles south anda slightly east of AACHEN and about 20 miles northeast of S%
ViTH. It is on the nortiern edge of tnat rugged, almost mountainous area
through wiaich the Uermans launched their AXUENNES counteroffensive. In
this area, although it is all of fairly high altitude, the slopes are not
steep and the terrain is or a rolling nature., The extremes in elevation
diifer less than 100 meters.

Ine principal terrain reatures are the open high ground around
ELSENSUnlN and nUCHML‘h-ﬂ:meﬁBE,» the MUNSCHAU FOREST, the open high ground
east of the Wonschau rForest in the vicinit, of UR&ZLIBUKN; the lakes formed by
dams on the UKrT and nlin Kivers; and the OLar River which pounds the
URELBOKN-HANPEKSCHELD area on the S and K. 1he road net is limited to one
go@a road tarougi BuiuﬁNﬁACH, BubbLeNGEN, KoINKSLL, RUCHERATH, up through
the MONSCHAU FUREST 0 HARPERSUHELU and UiiklsUnd.

The MunSCHAU POR®ST consists malnly of closel&‘planted pine trees
20 to 30 feet in heighth. as with most of the forest land in Burgpe it
had been well kept ana was free of underorush. Although it provided excel-
lent cover and concealment, it did so for poth sidés. These trees also
provided excellent obstacleS‘when felled every few feet across the roads
for stretcihes of bhundreas of yards,. -

The dams on tne Uns'l and Ukx were critical in that the, permitted
the eneuy to £icod the kUit ab will to hinder our offensive in the North.
(Ninth Army and VLI Corps were just short of the KUER K. to the Narth and the
Germans_were withd?awing & of the river. The laKes ouilt up by the dams
held enough water to flood the lowlands across tneir entire front.)

Ine Key verrain features with wnich we are particularlj concerned
in this aiscussion are tihe MUNSCHAU FORs&ST, the road from RUCHERALTH to
URSIBOKN, the road junction in the forest, and the towné of ROCHERATH and
KkInKELl, These tw§ villages are actually only one, It sits on the end of

a ridge wnich runs to tne northeast along the wain road. The houses are
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all of stone with thick walls andaare huddled closely togethervwith Just
room emough Ior the streets to pass turough. It is identical to thousands
of muropean villages. Iv is dominated b& the tall church tower in the center
of town. |

The'weather had been around freezing and snow was on the grouﬁd, averag-
ing about six inches at tne start of the operation. 4 partial thaw had render-
ed cross country movement ror venicles and tanks very difficult,

I should like to emphasize that this weather was extremely bad for
offensivé operations in that the snow was just on the verge of mélting
~ ana was very wet.k ihen a soldier crawled or fell he would soon be soaked,
anc oelng near ireealng, tnat was extfemel; unpleasant. wWounded went
rapialy ianto shock and the ones who were not wounded became fatigued much
quicker than normal,

The weather at this time and the terrain in this general area have
pbeen ver, completely aescribed by Col. Osmond in his coﬁference on the
Ardennes Counteroireusive. as you recall the weather prevented our aerial
reconnaissance and close air support and allowed the Germans to achieve
surprise in the ofifensive operation,

B, the loth of Decemoer the 3oth nfamtr, had followed the 9th through
the gap in the lnitial minefields and barbed wire (Obj. 2) and by ten
olclock was attacking on the south of the 9th astride the road to DREIBOEN
‘with the Second sattalion on the right and the first Battalion on the left
(North). The third Battalion was in reserve west of the road junction.
Lue to the restricted road net and the impossibility to move vehicles cross
country tihrough the Lorest, only essential vehicles were being moved forward.
These consisted of apbout 15 per on ana a few for Kegtl Hg and Medics. To
further relieve the congestion in the area, Antitank Co which was equiped
with 57 mm toﬁeq‘gﬁns was left ia position along the road north of Rocherath,
not to oe movea riorward tilld we had cleared the forest., Cannon Co had been
required to furnish 244 men to Co G, 2nd kied Bn as additional litter beareré,
since there was such a great aeal of hand carry of patients necessary. They
also furnished 33 wen ©o tune 30th Fa Bn as wiremen since it was most difficult
to waintain cosmunications turough the forest and vehicles could not be used
to lay wire. The remainaer of the company was attached to UiV Arty, to

remain in vicinity KALTERHERBERG until the, could be moved through the forest
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and placeda in position in supporting distance, The Cannon Co_Was equipped with
the M3 towed Inf Hows.

At this time hegtl hq was in the process of establishing a CP just off
tne main road in the rorest. (see map) wost oi the company was being used
1o lay wire and dig in the CP. In addition to the normal T/0 the company had
a provisional WP platoon composed of a lieutenant, a Sergeant, and about
2l men, <they were being used to countrol traffic, guard prisioners and local
security, augmenteu oy a porivion of the Igk platoon.

| The uedical et was operating normally with a section with each Bn and
one with megtl hg. ‘

ipe Service vo was set up in the north edge of ROCHEKATH with Co, C,
2nd ied. |

ihe 30th FA Bn was under ULv Art; control and were in position north
of the road in the edge of the forest. Part of Co C, 2nd Engr Bn'was
supporting the regiuwent, the rest being used'with‘the'remainder of the Bn
on road maintenance and were constructing a réad between NXRTZFELD and
BLSENBUIN o

Co &, Tu4l Tk bBn, had supported the advance of the Yth Inf and Waé
attached to tine 30th to continue the attack.

lesistance was still stuoborn although the first line of pillboxes
had veen penetratéd. 4t this time, on the morning of tne 1lOth, reports
were received of heavy Arty, fire on the DIV LSR back as far as uiv Hg, which
.should have indicated something. &s a matter of fact, the 99th and 106th
Livs were beginming to take a oeating. However, there were no further orders
from nigher headquérters, so the attack continued.

The objective of tae negiment was the hill mass 3000 yards to the east
at the junction of tne roaas from Ureiborn and Harperscheid (Ubjective 3).
‘The Ninth Infantry was Swinging to the north to take the town of ROHREN. (Obj=-
ective 1)

Upposing our aavance were elements of the German 277%h Volksgrenadier

Uivision ana 320 Infantry Livision.
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Un the aiternoon of the loth the hegiment had adVanced'about 1000
sards east of tne road junction, The situation was beginning to become‘a
pit coniusea, with reports oi an enemy atback in the vicinity of MUNSGﬁaU-r.
and heavy iighting o the south and reports of paratroopers to the rear, In
view of all this tne regiment conédlidated its’position t0 the front and
moved the thira battalion upon the west flank of the Ninth Infantry,

Jn the morning of the 17th tne situation was getting bad---worse than
we realized. uueh of tae information we were getiing was very vague, obut
evidentl, the situation was critical. The enemy was reported to have broken
torough with tanks and infantr, as far as BULLINGEN and our liaison air strip
Wwas captured. Tn¢ Uiv CP at WIRTZV&LD was attacked vy tanks and Inf and
all the available persomnel were used in its defense. A battalion of the 23rd
Inf with tanks and Tu's moved in to protect tne uiv CP. The remainder of
the 23rd had'been attécned to the 99th iv,

Arounc noon on the 17th tne corps commander ordered the Division to
establish a line north of ﬁuunERATﬁy—&hImﬁﬁlm--WIRTZFELD to the lake east of
BUTGENBACH. (V corps Rmistory) “ Y

- The 3rd Bn of tue Joth from iﬁs reserve position was ordered to move
back to Arinkelt and take up a defensive position to protect the withdrawal
of the remainaer or the biviSion. At this.time the regiment was about six
miles northeast oif siilikwmil. The 3rd Bn moved into this position with little
difficulty.

The remainder of the regt was to remain in position at "Heartbreak
Corner® and provect the witharawal oI the 9th Infantry;

The order of witharawal was lst Bn to follow the 9th Inf and 2nd Bn¢
with Co 4, 7ul ik Bn follow the lst. The lst 5n svarted moving about 1530,
closely followlng tae lst Bn 9th Inf. |

antitank Co was placed in pSsition on the most likely approaches into
Kocherath and srinkelt.

The uvivision Artiliery had witndrawn Lo positions in vicinity of
ALS.AMEOHN and bhe leadiug Sns of the 9th inf clgared-through Krinkelt and
went into position south of #irtzfeld,

Apout 170V there was a heavy concentration of Arty and Tank fire on

HUCHHHATH and the road leading o tne nortn, Service Lo was blocking an
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approacn irom the east (see map) and was having a ocad time. ,The lst Bn, 9th
inf, tnen on the road,was attacined to the 38th Inf and put into position
northeast of nocneratn to enaole tne 1st and 2nd Bns to compiete their
withdrawal, +his was in vecewper, rememoer, and it began'to get dark about
this time, The 3rd 8n was engaging an enemy attack from the South and the rem-
nants of Service Lo were neaVil, engaged. Stragglers from other units were
Iinding ®heir way through our lines anead of the Uerman thrusts. At this t.ime
the Germans attack seemed to bDe a series of thrusts with armor at various
Qoinﬁsvalong our lines. Certainly at this time a strong coordinated German
attack coudd hafe gone tnrough. <Yhe Service Co commander endeavbred to
assemble as many or‘tne stragglers as ne could to holster his own defense.

He had litvle luck however, ©he CP oI tne T4l Tk 8n was in RUCHERATH. Upon
request they sent several of their command tanks to help Service Co. I

think all the tanks were Knocked out.

The lst on, 30th ini, was caught in a heavy concentration of arty
lrire just after darx ana as the, were approacihing Kocherath. The sn suffered
many casualties and one company was badly disorganized. By 1900 Go 4,

Co B and part of (o U had peen pul into their assigned positions. Co C and
Aone NG Platoon occupied its position apout 2000, <Lhere was no firm contact
establisiea between companies nowever until daylignt, At about 2000 five

enemy tanks with some infantry broke through the lines and reached the Bn CP

but were repulsea oy Hq Co and a platoon of B Co and the mortar platoon of U

Co. )

it about 2100 hours the 2nd on arrived at kocherath in the order of
¥, & ana G Companies ana went into position with F Co tying in with the flank
of the 1lst Bn, 9th int and with G Co in negtl ﬁeserve and protecting the
kegtl CP in nuuﬁmnAwh. & Co was ordered to take over the position held by
Service Go. -

All tnese positions, excluding the 3rd Bn and Antitank Co had been
occupied at night wita livule aadlighp reconnaissance, and under artillery
fire., Lateral contact between units didxnot exist in many cases. The enemy
made repeated thrusts at our lines and small groups infiltrated tnrough,

An esbimatea group oI 5 tanks and an estimated 100 infantry oroke through and
assembled at the courcn in Kocherath. At daylight they were attacked by G Co

supported by tanks of the T4l Tk sn and Tu's of Co G, 6lly TL Bn which had
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been attacnea to tie regiment, The bn tanks were knocked and most of the
infantr, Kilieu or captured. 1lhree of tne tanks were knocked out within 100
Jgards of tihe negimental CP. N

So far most oi tne attacks haa peen neavily supported by armor. Identi-
fications includea eleménts oL the ist 55 Pz wiv, 12 35 Pz Liv, 277 Div and
loth Liv and 3fa Yz urenaaier uUiv, apparentl; the enemy was trying to roll
back this shoulder oi his penetration. |

During the loth of Lec. contimued attacks were made by the enemy at
various points ol our perimeter. We had lost contact with the unit to our
norvh., we Keplt patrolilng to estapblisn coabact, out our patrols could
locate nothing put tne eaemy, vne attuck rforced i Co back about 200‘yards.
The pattalion commanaer counter attacked with I Co from their position to
the north and successiully repulséd the eneﬁy.

The lstiﬁn‘or the 9th inf had taken a severe beating on our left flank
and now numbered onliy less than 2V00 men. ‘they were relieved from attachment
and withdrawn through KnliKsLl to rejoin their regiment, G Co was placed on
our north rlank, defenaing to the norta and nofthwest.

L Co was withdrawn frou position and attached to the 2nd Sn to bolster
‘a weak spotv in thelr line on the rignt of & Co. 4 provisional company of
stragglers commanaed oy our “u" Co Commander occupied the original position
of 1 Co.

Some of the enemy attacks succeeded in penetrating our lines, but the
gaps were gquickl, closed ana the enely destroyed within our position., On
one such occasiin a Pantner tank witi some infantry got throughj; the infantry
were all killed ana the turret on the tank jammed. The tank raced down the
méin street of Krinkelt, clipped ofr a few telephone poles and ran down the
&egti S-i's jeep which was stanaing outside the 3ra Bn CP, (The S-l and
driver bailed out in time) and travelled aopout lUU»jardS furtner before it
was completely knockea out by one of our Tb's, |

It was reported that an orficer in the lst Bn herded some cattle out
of a barn into tane path of an enemy tank on a narrow road, temporarily
halting tne tank so bnal a bazooka team Qoula knock it out. (You can take
that or leave it.) ‘

The regimental CP movea from UCKERATH o KWINKELT in anticipation

of a shorteninyg of our lines to form a tigut perimeter ard&ﬁd/ﬁRINKﬁﬁT if we
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were forced to do it.

 The 395th int \99tn’uiv wnich was attached to 2nd Div) on our north
was consolidating its position northwest of ROCHERAIH, The 26th Inf (1st Uiv)
had been put in position around BUTGENBACH. The 9th Inf was holding in the
vieinity of WIRTZFZiD,. Elements of the 23rd inf were organizing a second
line of defense on the BASENBORN ridge. | | |

Our MoK had been tnrsugh Butgenback and BULLINGEN, but now BULLINGEN
was in the hands of iie enemy, L have mentioned before that the engineers
were working on a road from WIKTZFELDU to BEkG. It had been completed>but’

was barel, trafiicable due to the mud., This was our only means of ingress

In addition, tne road was constantl, under arty fire,
Service compary, along witan all the unit tield trains was moved to
CawP ELSENBUKN. The service compan, ammunition vehicles had been parked
behind houses in the nortn eage of wirtzfeld and had been disabled by arty
iire. roritunateiy tihe 30th FA Bn with ULv Arty was pack in the vicinity of
Elsenporn wnere they had better supply routes, yet were still able ﬁo cover -
our entire front with artillery fire.
The regimental S-i establisned a Claés V Supply point across the
street irom tne Jrd bn UF. Uasualties were evacuatea by litter and jeep
t0 a collecting station in Krinkelt and tae surgeon utilized hié ambulances
or any truck availaole to evacuabe them to Camp Elsenborn. There was no
opportunity to evacuate the dead, although a large number of bodies were
collected in thé viciamivy of the ald station,
I have saia ver, little about the supporting arms. The artillery
had given ug ﬁninterrqpted support and was very effective in stoppihg the
enemy thrusts. The 30tnh ri Bn firea over 5000 rounds on Dec. 18. The tanks
and TU's were scatﬁerea throughout the town. The 741 Tk Bn had its CP in
hocherath and had elements of at least two bank companies, The Bn Commander
of the 64iith TD Bn was also in Rocherath and Co G plus possibly a few more
TD's were helping defend tne town. I don't know ir there is énywhere'a comp-
lete list of tnebunits and elements of units tuat were defending this corner
and unofiicialld, at least,‘wére under command of the C. 0. 38th Infantry.
A group compoéea of remuants o one oL tne regiuents of the 99th Uiv whaich
had been cubt oii ana’infilteratea back ‘through our lines had been collected
and hastily organized and put inbo tne jrd Sn sector to take the place of
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L €o wnich had been attached to tne 2nd Bn.

Wire commumication was walntainea effectively, but with'difficulty;
due to the artillery rfire and the tanks and Tu's,

Since our greatest tareat was from enemy ‘armor s all available means of
tank defense were employed. The rirst line of defense was the artillery
which to my surprise was very efiective. It kept the tanks buttoned up,
knocked off the infantry support, which enaoled our bazooka tearhs to fire on -
the tanks when they came in range and in some cases 155 mm howitzers set the
enemy tanks on fire., The next line was our bazooka teams spread all around
our front lines. Vur defensive position was based on the built up area of
the town and tne fences ana hedgerows adjacent to the buildings. Our fié;ht—
ing was done from the pasements and wiadows of t.hé stone houses and in the
fence row positions near the houses.

At this time the snow had almost completely melted and the ground was
very muddy. This Kept the enemy armor for tiae most part on the roads, Our
bazooka teams operatea generally irom covered positions in and behind houses,
allowing tihne tanks 10 come very close beiore opening fire. By noon the 18th
there were a considerable number oi destroyed tanks on the roads on the edge
of town which prm}ided excellent road olocks. On one road leading into the
area occupied oy G co ana part of Al Co one tank was knocked out on the road
and as another attempted to go around it, it too was knoc’ked out. From then
on that road was oblocked. | ,

All our 57's were in position around critical road junctions. Although
they weren't too eitective, they did damage sowme enemy tanks. The incident
1 mentionea of the tank with its turret jammed rumnning over the S-i4's jeep
had been caused by one of our 57 mm AT guns,

The iinal punch to our defense was ‘phe tank Co and TD CGo which were
scattered throughout tiae town, NoO ememy armor succeeded in going completely
through., e lost a large number oI our own tanks and TD's however, particul-
ar.lg' on the evening oI tne l¥th ana ﬁorning of the luth.

fhe situation remainec the same throughout the 18th and morning of
the 19th, On the 19th a provisional battalion 'ﬁas formed by the bivision

from the rear echelon personnel, It was commanded by the Livision Special
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Service Officer ana composed of all the Personnel Sections and service pér—
sonnel which coula pe taken from their duties. Their job was to organize
ana dig in a deifensive position extending irom the lake east >oi' BUTGENBACH
~ to a point about 2000 yds northwest of WIKTLFELD, The plan was for the
36th Infantr, to witharaw ©o this line on the night of the 19th. The 9th
Inf was then to witharaw, from vicinity WikLZFsli through the 38th and the
30th would complete the orgauization of this ground and hold it.
vuring the day all vehicles except those absolutely essential were
withdrawn jo CamP sbSENSUKN. The plan of withdrawal was for the battaliﬁns
to peel off from sast t0 West in order 2, 1, 3 and withdraw in column through
WIRTZFELD up our makeAshift Sk to our defensive position. Thé 1st Bn
which was the most depleted was to continue through to a reserve position
NE of BikG; the 2nd ﬁn'aoula odcﬁpy the MLk from the road to the lake;
and the 3rd Bn wouda occupy tne MLk from the road north to tie in with the
99th Uiv's rignt flank. |
‘ sach Bn as it withdrew west was to cover i£s own withdrawal until the
Bn was covered by the next Bn in thé line, Bns were to use a few Tanks
ana Tb's protected by inrantrg to provide their own reaf guafds. About a
half Gozen tanks protected b; the hegtl I and i platoon with some Engrs to
lay mines behind tuem as they withurew were to protect the withdrawal of
the last elements of the regiment.
| This operation went oIf as plammned after cark on the lyth. Oy about
mionight all units were in tieir new pOSltlonS. As the tail of the lst
Bn and the head of the 3rd passed vhrough WIATAFELD the column was caught
by a heavy concentrat:.on of arty and nebelwerfer fire which caused a number
of casualtles ana some confusion. Utherwise, the plan worked perfectly.
I believe the enemy was aware of our movement as evidenced by the artillery
fire on the road, out ne made no determined efrort to keep pressure on us
until daylight on pneYZOth, by whnich time the 9th inf had completed its
withdrawal througn our new position.
I think this wivharawal was unique in that it was more of a sideslipping
ratper than a witndrawal to the rear. e had peen facing south and east

around HuChshald ana KnlnKmuUl ano we moved to tne west and occupied a position

facing Southeast. 1 pelieve that the field manual solution would have

been for each front line Bn to leave a covering shell in position and pull

to assembly posivions, then form up and move out. 1

back across country
d better because

ese special circumggances our plan worke

think that under th



of the sideward mDVement instead of rearwérd and because our units were
all so badly cut up anu in some cases disorganized that I believe that a
w1thdrawal cross country by small units to assembly pOSLtlons would have
resalted in utter coniusion and great difriculty in rounding them all up
again. Maybe‘we'were Just lucky, but the whole thing went off very smoothiy;'
V Gorps in tne Lorps History states thnat this stand on the north
shoulder of tne bulge prevented tne widening of the penetration to permit
the use of the 3 nortn routesﬂpiannea to be’used by the German Sixth Panzer
ATy o |
A capturea German orricer when askea why tieir counter offensive was
unéuccessful stated tnat tneir-rignt flank ran up against a wall,
8ix months later Maj, Gen HUSBHEHR stated the Rocherath battle “will
be numberea ambng the greatest achievemenufof the Eurppean.Campaign."
| un bec. 20, 19ul, General boUnTNmI He HODGES, commanding First U. S.
armd, sent a message to the division commander which said in part, "What the
2nd Infantry wivision has done in the last four days will live forever in
the history of the United States army."
In taoree days of this operation, 17 = 19 bec, the 38th Inf sui'fered
025 casuélties; apout 2UU of which were missing, presumably captufed py the
enemy. |
The enemy casualties were very large, many of them being killed
after the, penetrated our position., 4n estimated 78 tanks and/or self
propellea guns‘weré destroyea or disabled by tie 36th Inf and the support-
ing aftiliery, tanks and TD's, 4 larée numpber of thesé were knocked out by
bazooka teams. |
The entire operation was summed up in a letter of 5 Jan, 1945,
by the aivision commander to tne officers and men of the division —- part
of which follows: ‘
WIn a span of twelve days the Uivision had undergone changes
in tactical diSposition ranging irom a relief from a defensive
area for a coordinated attack, execution of a bitter attack
against ana capture or a strongly fortified sector of the
Siegfried Line, daylignt withdrawal to a defensive position
across the front of a vigorous enemy attack, repelling of a

strong armored and ianfantry tnrustagainst the rear and flank
of the vivision, derense ol an area agaiust continuous day and
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night fanatical attacks by determined enemy armor and infantry,
preparation of a tenable delensive position, and finally a

night witharawal to occupy and defend that position."

LESSONS LisattNmps

1. The aoctrine of detailed planuing and preparation to include re-
hearsal in attacking a fortitied area is eertainly sound. w#e did not have
tne‘time and intelligence intormation in this instance and the attack was
slow and cestly,

2. 4s has veen proven wany times, we did not have the proper clothing
and equipment vo combat the weather and terrain, e were road bound with
vehicles, and improper clothing cost us many casualties. Oversnow equip-
ment and cargo vehicles of good floatation were necessary for good logistical
support.

7 3. 4s anticipated, wany additional litter bearers and communication
personnel were needed in winter warfare in murope.

L. A movement into a defenéive position at night with little recon-
naissance as we dia at nUCHMKATH 1s a costly process and might prove dis-
astérous. |

5. It takes a great ceal of time to organize a defensive position
in cold, wet weather. = If time is not available to construct adeguate
individual emplacements, then the defense must based on a obuilt up area so
that personnel can take advantage of the snelter of houseé (provided they
are of heavy stone) iuen caﬂnot survive a long period of time in opén
emplacemenﬁs in tnat kind of weather and maintain their fighting efficiency.

©. The bazooka, which héd been considered more or less ineffective
prior to this time, provea itsell to ve a Very satisfactory weapon against
enemy armor, even when used by persounnel wino had little or no training with
it,

Te llany reasons have been given for tne overall failure of the
German offensive. _l think one thing can be learned from their side of the
picture., They had wade a'penetration, put I think that here on the north
flank they failed to take advantage of their initial advantage. 4s I have
' mentioned before, L believe that a strong coordinated attack by the Germans

on the 17th of éarlJ 1loth could have taken our position and rolled up the

flank still further to tne north. The longer they delayed the less chance
ne tiue we occupied the final defensive position on the

they had and.py b h., Instead
.o tney had could have gotten through. i 4
ning taey had ‘ié.

night of tme lyth not



they ﬁpiecemealed" thelr efIort and were unsuccessiul.

6. The most important lesson 10 be learned from this operation is
a concept of aefense agaiust armor. The first line of defense was the
massed artillery of une aivision, which was very effective., The second
line was the infantry with its organic AL weapons, in tols case the rocket
launcners. Llhe addition of the present recoilles weapons would be even
more efrective. The third line was the tank and TD kept mobile to strike
from covered positions in the rear of the lilk. The infantry regiment as

now organizeda, supported by the division tank battalion, is admirably

suited ror such a ueiense.

1.
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