
  

CLEARED FOR OPEN PUBLICATION 
December 16, 2019 

 
Department of Defense 

Office of Prepublication and Security Review 



 

This report is a product of the 
Defense Science Board (DSB).  
 
The DSB is a Federal Advisory 
Committee established to provide 
independent advice to the Secretary  
of Defense. Statements, opinions, 
conclusions, and recommendations  
in this report do not necessarily 
represent the official position of the 
Depart of Defense (DoD). 



 

iii 
 

Dedication  
Robert M. Stein 

1937 – 2019 

 

Before this report could be published, Robert Stein, a Co-Chairman of this 
study, passed away after a two-year battle with cancer. Bob’s clear 
thinking, professionalism, sense of humor, and gentle coaching were 
instrumental on this study and the 33 others he chaired or co-chaired 
during his nearly 30 years of volunteer service to the Department of 
Defense. This report, on a topic of such importance to the Nation’s 
security, is dedicated to his memory.  

    

Robert Stein retired from Raytheon in 2000, after 
spending 42 years with the company. During his prolific 
career at Raytheon, he developed radar and missile 
systems, such as the Patriot, Stinger, Sparrow, and 
AMRAAM, which form the backbone of the Army’s and Air 
Force’s air-defense, air-to-ground, and air-to-air 
capabilities. He served as a member of the Defense Science 
Board since 1990 and chaired 33 Summer Studies and Task 
Forces. In December 2014, he was awarded the Eugene 
Fubini Award by the Secretary of Defense for outstanding 
volunteer service to the Department of Defense, the highest 
such honor in the Department.  
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Executive Summary 
(U) This report recommends a three-pronged strategy to gain a more defensible and resilient 
National Leadership Command Capability (NLCC). First, mitigate the limitations of the current 
NLCC while migrating to a modernized architecture and evolved capabilities. Next, establish an 
exercise, testing, and learning regimen that is sustained and provides the principal source of areas for 
continuous improvement in both capabilities and processes. Finally, streamline the governance and 
management structure at both the White House and Department of Defense to enable vetting of 
requirements and configuration control.    

(U) Additional information exists at a higher classification level available to those with appropriate 
access. Please contact the Defense Science Board Office for more information.  
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 Terms of Reference  
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