


REPORT DOCUMENTATION PAGE o AoV

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 1 hour per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data
sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing this collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other
aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden to Department of Defense, Washington Headquarters Services, Directorate for
Information Operations and Reports (0704-0188), 1215 Jefferson Davis Highway, Suite 1204, Arlington, VA 22202-4302. Respondents should be aware that notwithstanding
any other provision of law, no person shall be subject to any penalty for failing to comply with a collection of information if it does not display a currently valid OMB control
number. PLEASE DO NOT RETURN YOUR FORM TO THE ABOVE ADDRESS.

1. REPORT DATE (DD-MM-YYYY) 2. REPORT TYPE 3. DATES COVERED (From - To)
28-06-2016 Master’s Thesis JUN 2016 — MAY 2017

4. TITLE AND SUBTITLE 5a. CONTRACT NUMBER
Wartime Transitions: Historical Case Analyses Applied to the US Campaign in

Afghanistan (2001 to Present) 5b. GRANT NUMBER

5c. PROGRAM ELEMENT NUMBER

6. AUTHOR(S) 5d. PROJECT NUMBER
LCDR Mathew Randolph

5e. TASK NUMBER

5f. WORK UNIT NUMBER

7. PERFORMING ORGANIZATION NAME(S) AND ADDRESS(ES) 8. PERFORMING ORG REPORT
U.S. Army Command and General Staff College NUMBER

ATTN: ATZL-SWD-GD

Fort Leavenworth, KS 66027-2301

9. SPONSORING / MONITORING AGENCY NAME(S) AND ADDRESS(ES) 10. SPONSOR/MONITOR'S
Advanced Operational Arts Studies Fellowship, Advanced Military Studies ACRONYM(S)
Program.

11. SPONSOR/MONITOR'S REPORT
NUMBER(S)

12. DISTRIBUTION / AVAILABILITY STATEMENT
Approved for Public Release; Distribution is Unlimited

13. SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES

14. ABSTRACT

For the past seventeen years the United States has been at war in Afghanistan and has committed significant
resources in developing the Afghanistan National Security Forces (ANSF). Is the US transition of security
responsibilities to the ANSF politically driven? This question is examined as the US campaign in Afghanistan is
compared to three other wars in which superpowers trained local security forces: the British Malayan Emergency
(1948-1960), the US War in Vietnam (1963-1975), and the Soviet War in Afghanistan (1979-1989). This study tests
four hypotheses: (1) more time is required to develop and transition responsibilities to a local security force in a
host nation with weak infrastructure; (2) several interrelated transitions occur at the tactical, operational and
strategic levels before local security forces are able to operate independently without external nation support; (3) a
custom approach is necessary in security forces development based on political requirements established by the
external nation; and (4) host nations with a heterogeneous population take longer to transition than nations with a
homogenous population. Further, the security dilemma is analyzed to discern if rival groups arm as a host nation
builds its security force. This paper concludes that time spent on an advisory mission is much longer than what is
generally recognized. As the United States continues to develop and transition responsibilities to the Government of
the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan and the ANSF, a long-term US commitment of at least 30-years is
recommended to achieve a full transition.

15. SUBJECT TERMS
Local Security Forces Development; Transition; Stability; Security Dilemma; Afghanistan; British Malayan
Emergency; US War in Vietnam; Soviet War in Afghanistan; Afghanistan-Pakistan Hands.

16. SECURITY CLASSIFICATION OF: 17. LIMITATION | 18. NUMBER | 19a. NAME OF RESPONSIBLE PERSON
OF ABSTRACT |OF PAGES | LCDR Mathew Randolph
a REPORT | b. ABSTRACT |c. THIS PAGE 19b. PHONE NUMBER (include area code)
V) V) V) V) 50

Standard Form 298 (Rev. 8-98)
Prescribed by ANSI Std. 239.18























































































































































	RandolphM-2017May25
	RandolphM-SF298

