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Your paper, entitled Delayed Diagnosis of Iliac Vein Injury: A Severe Complication
After Retropubic_Mid-Urethral Mesh Sling Placement presented at/published to
American Urology Association South Central Section, Naples, FL, 4-7 October 2017
(Poster) in accordance with MDWI 41-108, has been approved and assigned local file
#17267.

Pertinent biographic information (name of author(s), title, etc.) has been entered into our
computer file. Please advise us (by phone or mail) that your presentation was given. At
that time, we will need the date (month, day and year) along with the location of your
presentation. It is important to update this information so that we can provide quality
support for you, your department, and the Medical Center commander. This information
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and black and white photos). We cannot pay for reprints. If you are a 59 MDW staff
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Scientist’s Office, Ms. Alice Houy, office phone: 210-292-8029; email address:
alice.houy.civ@mail.mil.
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DELAYED DIAGNOSIS OF ILIAC VEIN INJURY: A SEVERE
COMPLICATION AFTER RETROPUBIC MID-URETHRAL MESH
SLING PLACEMENT

Pansy Uberoi MD, MPH; Forrest Jellison MD, San Antonio Uniformed
Services Health Education Consortium

Objectives: Tension-free synthetic mesh midurethral slings is the most
common treatment for female stress urinary incontinence. Perioperative
vascular injuries during placement of a retropubic mid-urethral sling are
uncommon, but have been described.

The objective of this case report is to describe a complication of delayed
presentation from vascular injury not previously documented in the
literature.

Methods: Case Report

Results: A 69 year old woman with stress urinary incontinence
underwent placement of a retropubic mesh mid-urethral sling and
subsequently developed persistent left abdominal, groin, and leg pain
postoperatively. The patient had no vascular symptoms related to her
sling placement. Sling revision with partial removal of the suburethral
portion was attempted at an outside hospital, but her symptoms failed to
improve.

After evaluation she underwent removal of the remaining suburethral
portion and left arm of the retropubic sling. During her second revision
surgery, she experienced catastrophic bleeding from the sling located in
her left external iliac vein. The life-threating injury required saphenous
vein patch repair by Vascular Surgery.

Conclusion: This is the first description of a delayed diagnosis of
vascular injury without urologic symptoms following retropubic mid-
urethral mesh sling. This life-threating complication should be
considered and patients appropriately counseled prior retropubic sling
revision.

Financial Disclosure: None
Disclaimer; The views expressed are those of Drs Pansy Uberoi and

Forrest Jellison and do not reflect the official views or policy of the
Department of Defense or its Components.



