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FOREWORD

This techni.al report documents the results of a Helmet Mounted
Display/Sight System Study conducted under USAF contract number
F33615-69-C-1191 the objective of which was to determine the applica-
Lility of a helmet mounted sight/display system to a high performarce
air superiority aircraft of the F-15 type.
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sion, Air Force Flight Dynamics Laboratory, Wright-Patterson Air
Force Base, Ohio. The work was sponsored by the F-15 Systems
Program Office, Project 328A and directed by Mr. Eldon M. Bobbett
(FDCR) as Task Engineer,

The work was performed by the Display Systems and Human

Factors Department, Hughes Aircraft Company, Culver City, California

with Mr. Robert S. Jacobs serving as Project Engineer for Hughes
Aircraft Company. The authors wish to acknowledge the assistance on
the project of G. K. Slocum, W. L. Carel, M. L, Hershberger,

G. Wolfson, and W, C, Hoffman.

This report covers work conducted during the period 15 Dec 1968
and 15 July 1969, It was released by the authors in April 1970.
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ABSTRACT

This report describes a study effort to deiermin« the applicability
of a helmet mounted sight/display system with eraphasis on applicaticns
to the high performance F-15 aircraft. The missions of that aircraft
were analyzed to determine pilot functions where such helmet mounted
systems could be used to advantage.

Alternative approaches to the problem of helmet angle pick-off
were evaluated in order to select the imost suitable angle measuring
techniques. An evaluation of selected helmet mounted disp.ay charac-
teristics was carried vut both in the laboratery and in flight test,
These studies included viewing F-15 type sensor imagery that would be
presented in the helmet mounted display. Results from these studies
led to recommmendations concerning future experimental nrograms.

A preliminary design of a combined helmet sight/display device
was based on the findings of the analytical and experimental
investigations.
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SECTION I

INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY

PROGRAM OBJECTIVE

The development of helmet mounted cathode ray tube diaplays
and methods for measuring a helmet line of sight has opened up the
possibility of a combined helmset control-display system. The pur-
pose of this program was to determine the applicability of such a
system for an advanced tactical aircraft of the F-15 type,

PPR.OGRAM SCOPE
The study program included the following major accomplishments:

o The configuration and operational sequences postulated for
the F-15 weapon system were analyzed to determine pilot
functions where the helmet mounted sight (HMS), helmet
mounted display (HMD), or combination helmet sight and
display (HMS/D) could be used to advantage,

e A survey of human factors data associated with helmet
mounted displays was conducted. The principle parameters
reviewed were monocular versus biocular presentation,
occluded versus see-through dispiays, binocular rivalry,
visual subtense of the display, ambient and display illumi-
nation, and frame of reference,

@ The helmet mounted diaplay was evaluated in the laboratory.
The laboratory studies centered around measurement of
HMD performance parameters (brightness, contrast,
resolution) and evaluation of the HMD for display of various
types of sensor data, Tests were performed upon CRT's
suitable for HMD  pplication to measure operating charac-
teristics under subjectively optimized operating conditions.

e To gather information relative to performance of the helmet
mounted display in an airborne environment, a brief series
of flight tests were conducted., Alternative display mech-
anizations were used to evaliate the potential of the helmet
mounted display for flight control, terrain following, ter-
rain avoidance, and landing.

® An evaluation of three helmet pick-off and sight devices was
performed. This consisted of an error analyeis and a con-
sideraticn of other ~=ritical factors important for selection
of the sight technique.




¢ A preliminary design of a combined helmet sight/display
device was performed based on the findings of the analytical
and experimental investigation, Included in this design was
a trade-off of optical techniques for the helmet mounted
display/sight,

e A program for future research was developed,

In addition to the above accomplishments, a HMS requirements analysis
using a computer dogfight simulation was conducted to ascertain the
tactical advantage gained by an aircraft system equipped with a helmet
mounted sight, and ore-man and two-man aircraft crew reguirements
for advanced tactical aircraft were reviewed. The results of this

work contains classified information and can not be reported here. A
separate classified supplement to this report contains the HM?5 analysis
and crew size information.

PROGRAM FINDINGS

Helmet Mounted Sight/Display Applications

Analysis of the F-15 mission revealed a number of potential
applications of a helmet rnounted sight, a helmet mounted display, or
a combined sight/display, The results of this analysis are summar-
ized in Table [. The dominant display parameter requirements to
satisfy these applications are summarized in Table II,

Laboratory Evaluation of Heimet Mounted Display

HMD image quality was fcund to be adequate for viewing symbol-
ogy and detailed pictorial informmation, At the present time, HMD
image quality is considered about equivalent to conventionally sized
panel mounted CKT displaye.

With an occluded HMD, very little irrage degradation occurred
with an untextured external field over a rangs of ambient brightness
from 5 to 2000 foot lamberts, With a textur=>d external visual field,
interaction bet'veen the HMD image and the :xternal field, as seen
separately by the two eyes, occurred, and as a result the HMD
information was slightly degraded. When ambient brightness was
increased above 2000 foot lamberts, the pictorial scene became
"washed out' and contrast was significantly reduced. The optimum
occluded HMD highlight brightness was found to be 20 foot lamberts,

Fvaluation of low and high transmissicn see-through HMD's
revealed that the maximum acceptable light transmission through the
see-through optics was | percent for daytime use (approx. 4000 foot
lamberts). l.ow transamission optics (15 percent transmission) was




Table

I, Applications Summary

Heimet Device

¢ - Recummended application

Mission Segment I
Disnlay Sight Combination
Take-off 0 0
Cruice 1 (Reference 0
Material)
ILS and Lanc 1 (If Pattern 0 1
Sensor Used)
Nav. Update
Visual Flyover 1 (Keference 0 0
Material)
Visual HUD 0 o 0
Radar 1 0 2
B-Scan Search/Attack 1 0 1
TV lIdentification 2 0 3
Visual Air Search/
Acquisition
Boresight 0 0 0
HUD/Auto 0 0 0
LCOS 0 0 0
HMS 0 2 0
Air-to-Ground Attack
CCIP 0 1 1
Visual Aided 0 i i
Manual 0 C 0
Radar 1 0 2
Maverick 1 0 2
Walleye 1 0 4
THWS 2 0 !
Key: 0 = No applicaticn, 1 = Potential applicaticn,

e




Table II. F-15 Display Requirements

T 1V A/G Electro-(

Parameter THWS | Ident, optical | Radar A/G
Resolution {I'V Lines 450 . 850 | +30 { 512 |
Per Diameter) ‘1 | 1 |
: : !
Shades of Gray 2 10 ! 10 ‘ 8 }
Frame Rute (Hertz) 60 30 30 | 30 ‘
Apparent Display 3 10 5 5 ’
Size (tnches) at |
25 1nch viewinyg :
distance )
i

acceptable for ambient conditions less than 80 foot lamberts. High
transmission optics (44 percent transmission) was acceptable for
ambient conditions less than 1000 foot lamberts. For both low and
high transmission cptics, the optimum tube highlight brightness was
50 foot lamberts.

Comparison of 19-, 34-, 48-, and 63-degree visual sub’enses,
obtained using different HMD optical systems, indicated the 34-degree
subtense was most pleasing., Generally, exit pupil size was a
problem. The 4-mm axit pupil was too small for even the smallest
19-deprec visual subtense display.

Viewing radar, 'V, and aiv-to-air targets on the HHMD showed
pood detail was usually discriminable, and there was no picture
deygradation for high contrast pictures. There was sorme competition
between a textured field to the open eye and detailed information in
the I{MD, a=s noted previcusly. In sume cases, the competition
interfered significantly with the ability to extract detailed information
from the IIMD. This finding was not observed with symbolic infor-
mation presented on the HMD or with low detail photographic
informaztion,

l.aboratory evaluation of brightness, contrast, ind resoiurion of
three vathode ray tuves yielded adequate performance, and all three
tubes were judged acceptable, liowever, the electromagnetic tubes
can deliver higher brightness and still maintain amali spot size. They
also have the capability to operate the cathode near ground potential
and to change and adopt the deflection yoke to the def.ection signal
and cable requirements. Marnifacturer stated characteristics of
these tutes are given in Table [il.




Table IIl. Characteristics of Three Small Cathode
Ray Tubes Applicable (0 Helmet
Mounted Displays

Sso g S v Total Brightness
Max Max =g Resolution High-
Tube 0.0. |Length Screen Bse | g | o {Shrinking light Notes
% ¥ § g Raster) Inscribed
QO | mie|(Por MIL-E-1E)| Rester
CR3¥018 1.111In. (5.01In, |0.751n. Diaj] M| E |800 lines/Dia 178 Ft-L |Encapsulated
at 7T KV with Deflec -
tion Coil
Pl,P44,20s
WX-4527-P[1.128 In.[| 7.0 In. [0.6 In, Dia M| E |800to 1000 35 ., (P20
|Lines /Dia at 3.170s

8 Kv

I K2 7P20 0.9In, [(4.761In.[64.76In.Dia| E| K {800 Lines/Dia |20 Ft-L |[P20
at 2.3 KV at 1,:3 On
2,5Kv

Flight Test Evaluation of Helmet Mounted Display

Five flights were made in an Aero Commander. Four of the
flights were made during daylight hours; the fifth flight was flown
during dusk and at night, A Shibaden TV camera was mounted on the
left side of the pilot's helmet with the HMD on the right side as shown
in Figures ] and 2.

Under normal daylight brightness, difficulty was encountered
using the HMD when the other eye was axposed. Retinal rivalry
effects were marked under these conditions, and it was found neces-
sary to wear an eyepatch covering the left eye. During the nighttime
flight, there was no need for an eyepatch or filter over the open eve.
With the see-through HMD, a 9 percent transmission filter proved
suitable under all daylight conditions, except when flying west into the
late afternoon sun. The 9 percent filter did, however, make cockpi*
{nstrument reading difficult. A variable light transmission filter
was recommended as a soluticn to this problem. A definitc reed for
aircraft reference information on the 1IMD image was discovered,
With no reference other than the image in the display, subjects were
unable to separate motion of the scene due to head orientation from
motion due to aircraft attitude and azimuth heading, and they experi-
enced disorientaticn. A partial solution to this problem was obtained
by placing herizontal and vertical opaque strips of tepe on the air-
craft windshield. Peripheral visual cues which provide information
on the angular position of the head with refereince to the axes of the
alrcraft were also found to bv lacking in the HMD system. These




Figure 1. The See-through Display on the Experimental Helmet

cues are present in normal vision but are absent from the HMD
because of the restricted field of view,

Flying terrain following and terrain clearance with the HMD
revealed that pilots could judge lateral distance with reasonable
accuracy, but altitude judgements were less accurate., Repeated
landings accomplished with the HMD showed that altitude and drift
control was not as precise as normal contact flight, but landing could
be satisfactorily accomplished. In general, the flight tests indicated
that reasonable accuracy of aircraft control in complex ground
referenced maneuvers could be accomplished using an HMD.

Helmet Mounted Sight Evaluation

Evaluation of rate gyro, pantograph, and photo-optical HMS
line of sight pick-off techniques showed the rate gyro approach to
produce an error of 2 degrees and requires frequent alignment, The
pantograph and photo-optical approaches meet a 10-milliradian
accuracy requircment — 6, 05 and 8, 12 milliradians, respectively. A
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Figure 2. Cockpit Scene in Aero Commander Aircraft Showing
the Helmet Apparatus and the Subject's Location.

drawback of the pantograph technique is the mechanical linkage
required which could be a safety hazard in high pe:formance aircraft
in the event of emergency ejection. The photo-optical HMS was
recommended for high performance aircraft of the F-15 type. It
meets the accuracy requirements, does not present a safety hazard,
and is considered to be a moderate development risk system, /

Recommended Helmet Mounted Display/Sight System Design

In arriving at an optimum design for a combined HMS/D, elec-
trical and mechanical design, CRT, optics, and line of sight pick-off
techniques were evaluated., Safety, weight, accuracy, and field of
view considerations were an integral part of the evaluation.

The recommended HMS/D design is illustrated in Figures 3 and
4, 1Tt consists of a photo-optical light source and sensor pick-off
device for measuring the helmet line of sight, a CR 3015 CRT f{or the
display device, and on axis reflective optics for presenting the dis-
play to the pilot.
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System Configuration

Recommended Future Research

A program for future reseazrch was developed,

mended program has three phases:

1.

The recom-

Laboratory study across a broad range of FM3/D param-
eters and advanced tactical aircraft functions.

Design optimization study of electrical, mechanical, and

optical configuration design, and

Flight test evaluation of selected designs with qualitative
and guantitative data collection,




Figure 4, Recommended Helmet Display/Sight System Configuration




SECTION II

BACKGROUND

Considerable work has been accomplished on helmet-mounted
sights and displays over the past decade. Hughes Aircraft Company
with its introduction of the Electrocular display concept early in 1958
(Hall and Miller, 1960) was instrumental in developing hardware that
made possible the examination of the merits of this clas: of device,

As nearly as it may be determined, the notion of introducing a
small CRT display as a head-mounted device was suggestead earlier
by the Navy during the course of th- 'IP program. A mockup was
constructed for the Navy by the Var. Corp of Garland Texas who used
a CRT developed by the National Union Electric Corp. Unfortunately,
this unit was destroyed by a fire at the Varo plant, and the program
was subsequently dropped. Other early work, oriented more toward
device development than toward the requirements of the human
observer, was the construction of an optical fire control system by
the Farrand Optical Co, This was a head-mounted periscope which
operated as a gun sight and did not contain a CRT display.

At this juncture, Miller and Hall at Hughes Aircraft Company’s
Ground Systems Group began a series of human factors experiments,
using an optical bench, to determine the best means of introducing a
display image to the pilot without conflicting with his natural forward
vision. These early experiments permitted only a monocular view of
the target.

Although each eye of the subject received different visual inputs,
it was demonstrated that this did not prohibit perception of both sets
of information, Further results from these experiments pointed out
that the information should be presented in a bright format against a
dark background, with the focal plane of the displayed imagc no closer
than 10 feet.

In 1960 as an outgrowth of their previou: work, Hall, Miller,
and Musselman (1960) tested 2 Hughes developed model »f the
Electrocular. This unit, for the first time, permitted field tests of
a portable head-mounted CRT display system under prolonged periods
of observation in order to evaluate its possible effects upon the
observer. This anparatus provided for viewing the virtual image of
a CRT display at focal distances ranging from 20 inches to 20 feet
with the image subtending an angle of 22 degrees. The equipment
provided a ''see-through' feature which was accomplished by intro-
ducing the CRT image tc the observer via a partially reflecting
eyepiece. Experiments were conducted to determine the mean detec-
tion frequency of subjects monitoring a radar using the Electrocular

11
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agains: a second group monitoring a conventional console. Although

the results of this particular experiment were inconclusiva, it was
found that the subjects experienced little visual fatigue and that the
display was seen as distinct and separate from the surrounding environ-
ment, not occluding other visual tasks or displays in the subject's line
of vision. Further studies were conducted on operator fatique and
birncular rivalry using prolonged periods (2 to 3 hours) of observing
commercial TV via the Electrocular against various background
conditions,

It became of interest, during the ANIP program, to examine the
possibility of synthesizing a display device that would provide both a [
"head-up'' and a ''see-through' capability, Of primary concern was "
disorientation during the transition from VFR to IFR in helicopter
flight, A study was conducted by the Bell Helicopter Comnpany
(Fedderson, 1962) which resulted in the introducticn of a contact
analog display into a head-mounted display device. It was concluded
after extensive testing on a moving-base simulator that pilot perform-
ance using this display was independent of head orientation.

[n 1963, the Display Systems and Human Factors Department at
Hughes (Culver City) designed and constructed a Helmet-Mounted
Display for flight test evaluation by the Naval Air Test Center,
Patuxent River, Md. The results of these flight tests included infor-
mation concerning the following:

1. Head room

2. Comfort

3. Vision obstruction

4. Ejection

5. General pilot functioning

b. Visual problems

7. Mounting and dismounting of the display to helmet

8. Storage and accessitility.

A helmet-mounted disrlay assembly designed for the in-flight
evaluation of several TV image sizes was recently built and delivered
on Contract F33-615-68-C-1657 for the 6570th Aerospace Medical
Research laboratory, Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio, A diaplay and
interchangeable optics attachment were developed which provide
in-flight adjustment and ready installation or removal from either side
of an Air Force AG1U'-2A/P Flying Helmet. A copy of this display was

used for the evaluation of the HMD both in the laboratory and flight
test portions of thte program.
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Meanwhile, advances in the technology of measuring eye and
head motion were being made. The Autonetics Division of North
American Aviation presented a conceptual scheme for the measurement
of head motion at the Third National Symposium of the Society for
Information Display (Synder, Ungar, and Sweeny, 1964). The device,
which was one of the first combininy a sighting system with a display,
was called the Heime! Mounted Optical Projection System (HOPS) and
tiie Helmet-position Sensing System (HEiLPS). This combination pro-
vided a ground-stabilized, collimated CRT display for both eyes which
was reported to be visible against operational ambient lighting condi-
tions, Coupled to the helmet was a single-axis polaroid reference
system which detected the phase difference between a reference beam
and one which was rotated due to head azimuth motion. Study results
showed that the head sighting system was comparable in performance
t0 a hand actuated joystick operating in the position mode.

Other helmet sighting systems that have been developed have
Leen slanted primarily toward solving the problern of hands-free
ope:ration for gun training and tarzet tracking in helicopters. These
systems have concentrated on the accuracy of measuring head line-of-
gsight and consequently are constructed with quite simple optical sight
reticles. A technigue in this category of device is the "nivac (former.iy
the Sperry-Utah Co.} helmet sight (Aviation Week, 1966), an electro-
mechanical linkage system that permits the pilot to move freely while
measuring his head motion relative to the aircraft's axes. The sight,
which is in the forward field-of-view cf one eye, may be flipped out
of the way when not in use,.

Hughes Aircraft Company investigated the feasibility of using
rate gyros in a helmet optical target sighting system. The helmet-
mounted portion of the system consists of micro-miniaturized rate
gyros, associated buffer electronics, a helmet indexing system to
provide alignment, and an optical sighting mechanism. An accom-
panying aircraft-mounted system consists of computation concerned
with transformation of coordinates, current aircraft position, and
compensation,

Minneapolis lHoneywell has developed a unique method of
rmeasuring the helmet sight angle., The method makes use of
wavelength-selective, solid-state photosensitive devices mon:nted at
diverse locations on either side of the helmet, Light incident from a
fuselage-mounted scanning source periodically activates the photo-
sensitive devices on the helmet. The precise helmet sighting angle
is determined by a time-divisioa pulse measurement scheme.




SECTION III

MISSION AND INFORMATION ANALYSES

INTRODUCTION

In this section, the potential applications of a HMS, a HMD, and
a combined HMS/HMD to the F-15 aircraft/avionics system will be
considered. For purposes of this analysis, it is assumed that a HMS
provides significant advantages for target designation and acquisition by
virtue of its large field of view and rapid response capability and that a
HMD can provide comparable display quality of the best state-of-the-
art panel mounted display with the additional features of a mcing
head-up frame of reference and a controlled ambient lighting environ-
ment. The discussion which follows will encompass the complete F-15
mission; however, those phases of the mission which may profit by the
particular qualities of the HMS/HMD in visual tasks will be emphasized.

F-15 CRT DISPLAYS

The F-15 aircraft will be a one-man air superiority fighter with
secondary air-to-ground capability, In its primary air-to-air role, it
will carry guns, short range missiles, and medium range missiles.
For air-to-ground missions, it can carry various types of bombs aand
TV guided missiles. The sensors will be radar and TV, The avionics
will include cemmunications, inertial navigation, and tactical elec-
tronic warfare subsystems in addition to sensor, computation, and
weapon delivery capability. The single-man F-15 cockpit may contain
as many as four cathode ray tube displays —a head-up display (HUD),
a vertical situation display (VSD), a horizontal situation display (HSD),
and a threat homing and warning system (THWS) dieplay.

Head-Up Display

The HUD provides a collimated image centered about 4 degrees
down from the armament datum line {ADL) of the aircraft. One of the
purposes of the HUD is to provide suitable information for flight con-
trol in the area where the pilot normally lcoka in order to permit
head-up operation and thua facilitate easy transition from visual to
instrument flight. Because the image is collimated at i1nfinity, the
pilot's eyes can accommodate to both the outside world and the infor-
mation presented on the HUD.

¥For air-to-air and air-to-ground weapon delivery, the HUD is an
optical sight with an extended field of view. The determination of the
field of view appropriate for the F-15 weapon delivery mission is
determined by flight control considerations, the gun lead angles
required, the air-to-ground weapon inventory carried, the off-axis
launch envelope of the air-to-air weapons, and tactics.

15
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The information requireinents for the HUD can be categorized by
system modes such as navigation, air-to-air combat, or air-to-ground
weapon delivery. Table IV shows the information required and the
associated aymbol for the various F-15 modes.

Vertical Situation Display

The VSD/ADI must provide to the pilot: conventional ADI infor-
mation (attitude director indicator); aircraft attitude (pitch and roll); and
steering commands for navigation, air-to-air weapon delivery, air-to-
ground weapon delivery, and landing. In addition, the VSD/ADI is the
primary sensor display (radar and TV). The VSD/ADI must, therefore,
be comipatible with a wide variety of data input formats and data rates.
VSD information requirements by mode are provided in Table V.

Horizontal Situation Display

The tLoriznntal situation display (HSD) provides to the pilot atl
the functions of the conventional horizontal situation indicator (HSI) -
Zourse, approach, distance, and bearing. In addition, the HSD serves
as the baciup sensor display. The symbolic information requirements
for the HSD are essentially a duplication of the information that appears
on a "hard" HSI. A summary of the infermation requirements by mode
is shown in Table VI.

THWS Display

The primary function of the THWS display will be to warn the
pilot of the presence of a threat and provide information of its direction.
To the extent possible, the following are required: direction of threat,
range of threat, and type of threat.

MISSION SEGMENTS AND HMS/D APPLICATIONS

A representative, but greatly simplified, F-15 mission fromn
takeoff through air-to-air and air-to-ground attacks and landing is
described and potential applications of the HMS/HMD are briefly
discussed in the remainder of this section.

The mission phases that will be described are as follows:

1.  Takeoff

2. Cruise

3.  Navigation Update

4. Air-to-Air B-scan Search and Attack

5. Long Range TV Air-to-Air Target Id2ntification
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Table [V. HUD Mode Symbols
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Table V., VSD Mode Symbols
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10,

Takeoff

Prior to takuvoff, the pilot has selected the appropriate aircraft/
avionics subsystems modes for the mission and the takeoff phase and
During takeoff, the pilot's primary visual
task is to rmonitor both the runway through the HUD and the flight data
projected on the HUD combining glass from a CRT. Although it is

has taxied to the runway.

Table VI. HSD Mode Symbols
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UNLESS USED AS BACKUP,
TV £ \CKUP « SAME AS V'S0 L

Head-Up Air-to-Air Search and Acquisition
Head-Up Attack

Air-to-Ground Weapon Delivery

THWS Countermeasures

1LS Approach and Landing
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pogsibie to use a combined HMS/HMD to present the information
normally shown oa the HUD, it 18 not considered desirable because a
fixed frame of reference to the aircraft boresight is required for
takeoff.

Cruise

Once the aircraft has attained cruise altitude and speed, the
primary task is to steer to a selected destination. The F-15 provides
five enroute navigation modes: destination steering, TACAN, data link,
manual heading, and basic navigation.

Cestination steering is used to navigate to a preset latitude and
longitude. Steering is based on a great circle course from the present
position to the cocrlinates of the se'ected destination. The destination
can be either a target, an initial point (IP), or a waypoint. Command
heading is displayed on the HUD and the HSD. Command bank angle is
displayed on the HUD and VSD. The pilotis task is to null out the head-
ing and bank angle steering errors. In all the navigation modes. Mach,
altitude, pitch, roll, and heading are displayed on the HUD, and =-oll
and pitch are displayed on the VSD.

TACAN steering is enabled by tuning to the TACAN channel,
setting in the heading of the desired radial on the HSD and selecting
the TCN mode. The HUD and the VSD display bank angle error and
the normal flight data (altitude, air speed, pitch, etc.). The HSD
displays a fixed aircraft symbol, the direction of the selected course,
and the deviation from the selected radial via a course deviation bar,
a set of arrows, and course deviation dots. A mechanical rotating
compass card scale appears on the HSD in all operating modes. The
pilot's task is to nuli the steering error so that the center portion of
the deviation bar is aligned with the ends of the tar and against the
lubber line. The appearance of the three digplays ir this mode is
shown in Figure 5,

Data link steering commands are selected by tuning to the data
link frequency and selecting the data link mode. The HUD displays
command Mach, conymand heading, and command altitude. A pointer
showing heading to data link offset destination and a time-to-go circle
are displayed on the HSD. The pilot flies the aircrafc to follow the
comnian-is.

The manual heading mode is provided so that the pilot can steer
to a self-selected heading. The HSD heading marker is set to the
desi.ed heading on the compass card scale, and the MAN HDG mode
is selected. The HUD and VSD provide command bank angle, and the
HUD shows command heading.
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Figure 5,

HUD, VSD, and HSD for TACAN steering »fade
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If none of the navigation modes has been selected, the pilot
receives no steering commands and stecrs the aircraft using the HUD,
the VSD, the speed and altitude tapes, and the aircraft track indication
or the HSD.

It can be seen that the HUD and HSD are the major displays for
the navigation modes. The VSD displays pitch, roll, and command
bank steering, but the same inforrnation is presented either on the
HUD or the HSD in the same modes. The navigation modes can, there-
fore, be accomplished without using the vertical situation display. The
HMD could conceivab:y be used to display either the HUD or HSD data.
However, the use of a HMD to display horizontal situation information
is undesirable because of the variable frame of reference resulting
frony moveinent of the pilot's head. Studies have shown that a pilot
can become highly disoiiented when a display of the horizontal situation
is located in a position that does not correspond to the pilot-aircraft
frame of reference,

Display of flight data and ADI] information on the HMD appears
to be a feasible utilization. It provides the added capability of being
able to look anywhere in the cockpit and still have this information in
the immediate field of view. It is difficult to say whether or not there
would be any performance differences between a fixed panel mounted
display of flight ADI information and the moving frame of reference
HMD. Simulation will be required to answer this question and thereby
determine more fully the potential utilization of the HMD as an ADI
display.

Navigation Update

Three methods of performing airborne position fixes are avail-
able to the pilot: visual flyover, visual HUD, and radar (blind). For
all three methods, the pilot first selects the fix point preset number
for which latitude, longitude, and altitude data have been preset. A
FIX pushbutton is then depressed which sets up the subsystems for
proper operation and signal routing for position fix.

Vigual I'lyover  The pilot flies the aircraft over the fix point on the
ground. When the aircraft is directly over the fix point, the pilot
presses a lockon button which initiates update. No potential HMS/
HMD applications exist for this navigation update mode.

Visual HUD. For the case where the pilot flies the aircraft to get the
fix point in the HUD field of view, the HUD cursor is called up, and
the pilot positions the cursor over the fix point and presses a lock-on
button, thus causing update. The radar is slaved to the cursor in this
mode and at the moment of update measures range to the fix point.
The range combianed with other data are used to calculate the naviga-
tion error.




Y

fix point. When the fix point is within the 40 n. mi. radar ground map

The HMS could be used in place of the HUD to accomplish this
navigation update mode. The sight provides the advantages of offset
designation capability with a large field of view. The [{UD provides
a field of view approximately +4, -12 degrees in elevation and
49 degrees in azimuth. A HMS may provide up to +60 degrees eleva-
tion and +60 degrees azimuth field of view. This large field of view
provides the capability to make offser navigation updates. By so doing,
a greater number of fix points are available for update, and the pilot
is less likely to be forced to change course in order to make an update
because cloud cover occluded some ground areas. The large field of
view provides greater flexibility of mission planning with respect to
navigation updates. This application is recommended for the HMS.

Radar. For radar fix, the pilot flies the aircraft toward the selected

range, the pilot seiects the radar ground map mode. A radar ground
map is displayed on the VSD, and the pilot searches for the fix point
on the radar map. As soon as the pilot recognizes the fix point, the
VSD cursor ie called up. The cursor is placed over the fix point, and
a control is activated to expand the radar ground map around the
designated fix poiat. The pilot redesignates the fix point and presses
a button to command update.

The HMD could be used in place of the VSD to display the radar
ground map. The advantage of so doing is that the pilot could maintain
a head-up orientation while viewing the ground map whereas the VSD
requires the pilot to assume a head-down position for an extended
period of time. Although this is a potential application of the HMD, it
should not be recommended without laboratory and/or flight test. A
flow diagram illustrating the fix optiona and a possible use of the HMD
is shown in Figure 6.

Air-to-Air B-Scan Search and Attack

The VSD is the primary display for long range air-to-air search
and attack. In the search mode, the radar returns are displayed on a
B-gcan azimnuth range rate or range format. After detecting the target,
the pilot calls up the cursor with the acquiaition contrel and places the
cursor over the target return. The VSD, with target returns and
attitude, is shown in Figure 7. He then commands radar lockon at
which time steering commands and launch zone data are displayed on
both the VSD and HUD. Steering and launch data are presented on the
HUD to permit easy transition to a visual head-up attack should condi-
tions warrant, and to allow the pilot to maintain visual surveillance
during long range radar attacka. Figure 8 shows attack steering on
the VSD.
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Displaying B-scan radar on the HMD has the advantage of
permitting the pilot to maintain a head-up orientation, Thus, the pilot
could maintain a search for close range visually detectable targets as
well as long range radar detectable targets without having to change
his visual accomimodation or adaptation level,

The B-scan forimat, which is in essence a horizontal (azimuth
versus range) situation presentation may cause the pilot a frame of
reference problem in a HMS/D. As a best estimate, this seems
uniikely as the pilot is primarily interested in detecting and designating
a target in order to convert tc an attack rather than interpret relative
positional information. There is, however, a possible problem in
designation of the target with a cursor and hand control because of the
relationships between the display frame of reference, the head position,
and the hand contro! axes of movement. Laboratory study will be
requ:red to answer these uncertainties and the potential utility of the
HMD for a B-scan search display.

If the HMD was to be used as a B-scan search display, it would
be desirable to also use 1t as the "head-down'' attack display to present
steering and launch zone information. To use separate displays for the
two consecutive search and attack functions would be ill conceived.
Therefore, a HMD should only be considered for -B-scan attack in con-
junction with its potential application for B-scan search and the
converse. The display of the B-scan attack or visual identification
symbology on a HMD does not in itself cause any problems or result
in any significant advantages. The functions for which a HMD could be
utilized in a head down radar attack are shown in Figure 9.

loong Range TV Air-to-Air Identification

The television identification and tracking system provides a long
range method of visual identification of a potentially hostile aircraft.
In the standard radar-slaved TV-ID mode, the pilot first establishes
radar lock. After radar lock on, the pilot lepresses a pushbutton.
The TV-ID systenn is slaved to the radar line-of-sight, and a wide
field-of-view television presentation is displayed on the VSD. The
pilct activates a switch on the acquisition control to stabilize the TV
image and slews the TV camera to position the target within the limits
of the narrow tield of view. A control is activated to get the high
power narrow field of view. The pilot slews the TV camera to position
the target wathin tracking gates and commands lock. The pilot then
monitors the VSD until the target can be identified. After identifica-
tion, the pilot re-depresses the switch on the acquisition control to
simultaneouvsly break TV lock and return the VSD to the radar steering
presentation. Lockon is possivle in either the wide or narrow fields
of view. A manual track capabiiitv is provided when the radar is not
operating.
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The HMD could be used to display the TV video. The advantage
of using the HMD is that the radar B-scan presentation could be retained
on the VSD throughout the identification. In this manner, the pilot
could keep track of the target's range and progress as well a» looking
out for new targets. The same potential problem of multiple frames
‘of reference and using a hand control exist here as they do for the
B-scan search application.

Head~Up Air-to-Air Search and Acquisition

The primary modes of head-up attack are based on establishment
of radar track (angle and range/doppler) of the desired target. The
radar derived angle, angle rate, range, and range rate values are
used in solving launch (or firing) equations and in generating steering
commands. Four head-up air-to-air modes are available in the
represented F-15 denign for gun or short range missile attack.

Boresight. In the boresight mode, the HUD reticle and the radar
antenna are slaved to the aircraft boresight. The pilot steers the air-
craft to bring the target within the reticle. Upon pilot command, the
radar locks on to the target. An alternate technique is to use the
acquisition control to place the cursor and the radar over the targat
and then command lock-on. In either case, steering commands,
launch zone data, and breakaway signal are displayed on the HUD.

HUD Auto (Supersearch). For situations where the target appears
within the HUD field of view, the radar can be made to operate in a
wide azimuth beam mode (HUD Auto) to rapidly scan the HUD field of
view and to automatically lockon and acquire the first target encoun..
tered in range. At lockon, a cursor appears on the HUD, indicating
the radar line of sight and, presumably, ove..ays the acquired target.
Steering and launch zone information are displayed on the HUD, and
the pilot flies the aircraft to complete the attack,

Lead Computing Optical Sight (LCOS). The Lead Computing Optical
Sight (LCOS) mode is included in the avionics subsystem to achieve
air-to-air attacks when the radar is not in use or is inoperative, ‘L'he
Central System Management Computer {CSMC) computes lead angle
based on own aircraft turn rates and a fixed value of range. Stadia-
metric ranging is used by comparing the target size with the 30 and
50 mil circles on the HUD reticle.

Helmet Mounted Sight. The F-15 design has included the HMS as a
basic air-to-air combat mode for offset target acquisition,

The radar antenna and missile seeker are slaved to the HMS line
of sight and pointed at the desired target. Upon pilot command, the
radar automatically locks on and tracks the first target encountered in
range along the line of sight. The pilot may reject the target being
tracked by appropriate control action and command acquisition of otker
targets as desired. If the pilot is unable to achieve -adar lockon in this
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mode, he may launch the short range missile while pointing the reticle
at the target, The short range missile seeker line of sight will have
been aligned with the HMS line of sight, and missile preparation will
have occurred prior to launch. If the target is within the launch zone
at the time of lockon, a small indicator light in the helmet sight
illuminates, and the pilot can launch immediately. If the target is

out of the launch zore at the time of radar lockon, steering commands
are also displayed on the HUD for the pilot to steer the aircraft to the
launch zone of the missile, :

In all of the head-up acquisition modes, the pilot's task remains
essentially the same after radn- lock., The aircraft is flown to place a
steering reticle over the target aircraft when it is within the HUD field of
view. An annulus on the steering reticle with two tic marks represents
maximum and mininwuum range to the target. A breakaway symbol
appears on the HUD at the appropriate time. Figures 10 and 11 show
the HUD during a short range missile and gun attack.

The boresight, HUD auto, and LLCOS modes are not applicable to
HMS or HMD because of the fixed aircraft frame of reference which is
basic to these modes. The HMS mode is a selected application as opposed
to a potential application, This application of the HMS for air-to-air tar-
get acquisitionis specifically for extended off-boresighttarget acquisition.In
effect, the HMS more than doubles the acquisition envelope provided by
the ficld of view of the HUD, An effectiveness aralysis which analyzed
how the HMS could enhance F-15 weapon system effectiveness by provid-
ing off-boresight designation capability in close quarte.s air-to-air
combat is contained in the Confidential supplement to this report,

It is inappropriate to consider using the HMD in place of the HUD
to display aircraft steering and launch firing information, Even if the
HMD could be used for the attack steeri..g, it makes no sense to switch
from tne HUD to a HMD in the middle of the task s2quence. The con-
verse, however, is not true. In the F-15 HMS acquisition mode, the
HUD is used to display the steering and launch data., The F-15 HMS
mwode provides for the capability to complete a missile attack using only
the HMS for the case where the target is within the launch zone at the
time of acquisirion. A small light in the sight illuminates when this
situation exists. A combined HMS/HMD could conceivably be used for
the F-15 HMS acquisition and attack sequence (the sight for acquisition
and the HMD to present attack steering information). The advantage
of a combined HMS/HMD is that if the radar lock is broken it could be
quickly reestablished with the HMS.

Air-to-Ground Weapon Delivery

The F-15 avionics subsystem model used provides visual and
radar (blind) delivery of standard air-to-grouna weapons (bombs,
dispenser nmwunitions, gun, rockets, etc.), and delivery of TV guided
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electro-optical weapons (Walleye and Maverick). Five basic air-to-
ground modes are provided depeunding on the target, weapon desired,
and environmental conditions. A manual backup depressed reticle is
also available,

Visual Continuously Computed Impact Point (CCIP). The Viesual Con-
tinuously Computed Impact Point (CCIP) mode uses the radar for
ranging on the ground area within the CCIP HUD reticle, the inertial
platform for velocity measurements, and the central computer for
computing the CCIP position based on the weapons selected, velocity,
etc. The CCIP mode is applicable for all gravity weapons and for
guns and rockets. The pilot steers the aircraft in heading and dive
angle to position the CCIP reticle over the target. A picture of the
HUD elements in this mode is shown in Figure 12. The reticle indi-
~ates the point the weapon would impact if released at that particular
instant. Also shown on the HUD are the aircraft velocity vector, an
artificial horizon, predicted bomb impact line (PIL), slant range to
CCIP, and breakaway symbol. The pilot releases the weapon nianually
by depressing the weapon release button on the flight stick,

Visuali Aided Weapon Delivery. The Visual Aided mode is used if the
CCIP is off the field of view of the HUD as for a high drag weapon or
for visual IP delivery. Cortrol logic is modified for this mode from
the CCIP mo-e by the pilot calling up a designation cursor on the HUD.
The pilot places the cursor over the targev and depresses a lockon
button. A steering reticle now appears at the same elevation az the
cursor and the pilot flies the aircraft to keep the steering reticle and

curscr (target) superimposed. Weapon release is automatic. The
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Figure 12. HUD, Air-to-Ground CCIP
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pilot can redesignate the target should the cursor drift off the target.
The aircraft altitude, speed, and attitude are not limited except by
cenditions imposed by safety, The aircraft may be pulled up or
maneuvered before and after deaignation.

Manual Visual Weapon Delivery. A manual visual delivery mode is
provided to permit noncomputed weapon delivery in case either the
central computer or the HUD CRT display is inoperative. The pilot
turns on the standby HUD reticle, depresses it to the desired angle,
establishes a desired delivery flight condition (speed and dive angle},
lines the target up with depresaed 1eticle, and releases (or fires)
based on pressure altitude.

A combined HMS/HMD could oe uged in place of the HUD to effect
the visual CCIP and aided air-to-ground weapon delivery modes. It is
questionable whether the HMS/HMD offera any significant advantage
over a HUD, and there is the unanswered question of how well the
performaance of a HMS/HMD would compare with the proven HUD
approach. Possible advantages of the HMS/HMD approach are the
ability to acquire the target outsidz the HUD field of view when navi-
gation error results in significant deviations from the planned flight
path and the ability to use visual offset points when the target cannot
be found. A HMS br HMD has no application for the manual visual
mode since a fixed depressible reticle referenced to the aircrait ADL
is required.

Radar Blind Bombing Weapon Delivery. An all-weather blind bombing
mwode is provided by utilizing the attack radar in a forward sector
ground map mode. The pilot selects this mode which causes the VSD
to present a sector scan radar ground map as shown in Figure 1% and
sets up appropriate signal routing and computation. When the pilot
recognizes the target on the radar map, he calls up the VSD cursor
and places the cursor over the target., On command, an expanded radar
map appears on the VSD, The pilot redesignates the target on the
expanued scale radar map and initiates lockon. This causes the radar
to point to the designated point on the ground. leading error, target
designator, horizon tabs, and bomb release line are shown on the VSD.
Heading error is also shown on the HUD. The pilot flies the aircraft to
null out heading errors and, at the appropriate time, depresses and
holds the weapon release initiate button on the flight stick until auto-
matic weapon release occurs. A breakaway symbol appears on the
HUD.

The HMD could be used in place of the VSD to display the radar
ground map and steering information. As was the case with the radar
navigation update, the advantage of this is thai the pilot could maintain
a head-up orientation while performing the radar bomb delivery,
whereas the VSD requires the pilot to assume a head-down position for
an extended time period. Use of the HMD for a radar ground map
dispiay is a potential application, but not a greatly advantageous one,
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Figqure 13. VSD Radar Ground Map

Electro-Optical Weapon Delivery. Both Walleye and Maverick attacks
are included in the F-15 avionics armament inveatory. Selection of
the Walleye or Maverick modes activates the missile TV camera for
display of a TV ground map on the VSD and enables a caged reticle

on the HUD. The pilot maneuvers the aircraft to place the target in
the HUD reticle and observes the TV video on the VSD to recognize
the target

The combined HMS/HMD may provide a significant performance

; improvement for electro-optical weapon delivery, particularly the
Maverick. In Walleye weapon delivery, the pilot must recognize the
target through the canopy and then maneuver the aircraft so that the
TV sensor on the missile is pointed at the target. He must then
recognize the target on the TV video. Maverick operates similarly
except the missile TV sensor is slewed via a hand control rather than
maneuvering the aircraft. In both instances, the pilot must go from
a head-up to a head-down positicn which may occur several times
until he finds the target on the TV display. This is compounded by a
fairly severe time limitation imposed by the visual target recognition
range and aircraft speed. By using a combined FMS/HMD for the
vigual and TV video presentations, the pilot does not have to look back
and forth between the HUD and the VSD. This should reduce operator
task time and reduce the probability of not finding the target on the TV
video. Although both Walleye and Maverick represent potential appli-
cations of a combined HMS/HMD, the Maverick is better suited
becau.e use of the HMS/HMD is largely independent of aircraft control
and the powered Maverick missile allows for offset attack using the
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HMS/HMD as a pointing/acquisition technique, FElectro-optical weapon
delivery, therefore, appears to be a significant application of a com-
bined HMS /HMD,

Threat Hominjjnd Wa rning

Threat Homing and Warning System (THWS) display is provided
in the representative system for the purposc of warniag the pilot of the
range, azimuth, elevation, and type of threats,

Since the size of the THWS CRT is not critical from an informa-
tion display standpoint, the unit was optimized to best fit the cockpit
ingtallation constraints,

In the design, the THWS display is located to the right and
approximately midway between the HUD and VSD, Normally, the pilct
will not monitor the THWS display unless a visual warning via ALERT
and LAUNCH plaques on the HUD parel and /or an aural warning thrcugh
the headset directs his attention to it,

The HMD could be used to display both the warning and the THWS
gituation information, The major advantage gained by this approach is
that the THWS information would always be in the operator's field of
view regardless of what the pilot rmmay be doing or where he is looking,
A second benefit is that a panel mounted display could be deleted to
provide additional panel space as well as cost and weight savings.

An application closely related to THWS is tail warning, The HMD
provides a convenient display by which a rear mounted TV camera could
supply a view behind the aircraft, e.g., 6 o'clock low, to prevent sur-
prise tail attacks,

ILS Approach and Landing

The HUD ie the primary display used for aircraft landing in
either VFR or IFR conditiona, When the pilot has selected the ILS
mode, the HUD displays localizer and glideslope scales and commands,
pitch and roll commands, KIAS, low scale altitude, heading, and pitch
angle. A combined HMS/HMD could be used to display the same infor-
mation as the HUD, However, there does not appear to be any signifi-
cant advantage in such an application over the HUD or direct vision,

A potential application for aircraft landing, not part of the F'-15 system,
is a display of low light level TV on a HMD to accomplish landings on
unmarked airfields at night,

Applications Summary

A summary of the applications based on a model F-15 configura-
tion is provided in Table VII, The dominant display quality requirements
needed to satisfy these applications are shown in Table VIII,
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Table VII.

Applications Surmnmary

Helme. device

Mission Segment
Display Sight Combination
Take-off 0 0
Cruise 1 (Reference 0
Material)
ILS and Land 1 (If Pattern 0 1
Sensor Used)
Nav. Update
Vigual Flyover 1 (Reference 0 0
Material)
Visual HUD 0 2 0
Radar 1 ¢ 2
B-Scan Search/Attack 1 0 1
TV Identification 2 0 2
Visual Air Search/
Acquisition
Boresight 0 0 0
HUD/ Auto 0 0 0
LCOS 0 0 0
HMS 0 2 0
Air-to~-Ground Attack
CcCIpP 0 Pl 1
Visual Aided 0 1 1 l
Manual 0 0 0
Radar 1 0 2
Maverick 1 0 2
Walleye 1 0 2
THEWS 2 0 1

Key: 0 - No application, 1 = Potential application,

2 = Recommended application
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Table VIII, F-15 Display Requirements

A/G Electro-
Parameter THWS | TV Ident. optical Radar A/G

Resolution (TV Lines 450 850 450 512

Per Diameter)
Shades of Grav 2 10 10 8
Frame Rate (Hertz) 60 30 30 30
Apparent Display 3 10 5 5

Size (inches) at

25 inch viewing

distance

ONE-MAN, TWO-MAN AIRCRAFT CREW CONSIDERATIONS

In the preceding mission analysis, critica2! tasks ‘vhich could
make use of the HMD/HMS were identified, and HMD/HMS display
requirenments were developed for the tasks identified. These¢ analyses
have made no assumptions about crew size, viz., one or two u.en.

A study which weould be desirable to conduct is the comparison of
one man versus two men with and without the HMD/HMS. The central
question of interest is as follows: If one man cannot meet F-15 per-
formance requiremente because nf task-time loading whereas two men
can, would the addition of the HMD/HMS reduce task-time loading to
the extent that one man could meet the performance requirements” To
adequately answer this question requires a detailed and exact task-time
line workload analysis. Unforturately, such a study is beyond the
scope of this contract. There is also a lack of *ime data for which to
bage such a study. If a definitive study of this nature is required for
evaluation of HMD/HMS, part-task siimulation of selected mission
segnients will be required to obtain the data.

Although it is not possible tc conduct a one-man, two-man HMD/
rIMS study at this time, there have been some recent crew size atudies
conducted in support of the Navy Multimission Fighter/Attack Aircraft
concept and the proposed Air Force F-15 air superiority aircraft which
may provide some partial answers. These are described in the
classified suppleriient to this report.
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SECTION IV

HELMET MOUNTED DISPLAY

INTRODUCTION

A brief survey nf the human factors literature relevant to helmet
miounted displaya is presented, and considerations of perceptual phe-
nomena encountered with such displays and the visual mechanisms
underlying these phenomena are discussed. A discussion of some
relevant e.iperience with display magnification and display -control
compatibility is aleo included. The literature survey is followed by a
discvssion of laborstory and flight test evaluations of helmet mounted
displays.

Moat of the laboratory and flight test evaluation was devoted to
cbtaining subjective impressions of perceptual effects and evaluating
displayed image quality., During the laboratory study, a wide range of
sensor imagery was examined. The types included were radar, electro-
optical, ard symbolic imagery,

The available displays were also flight tested to give an estimate

of the feasibility of such displays at an operational level, to identify
problem areas, and to evaluate the various configurations.

SURVEY OF HUMAN FACTCRS DATA ASSOCIATED WITH HELMET
MOUNTED DISPLAYS

Binocula:s Rivalry

A HMD can result in different images being presented to each
eye., In this case, fusion of the two images cannot occur because of
binocular rivalry, The problem of binocular rivalry has long
interested experimentai psychologists and has been subject to
reanewed interest cver the last several years. Much of this work has
been concerned with the study of simple visual fields, Rivalry between
very complex visual fields has not been studied. Some general rules,
however, can be stated from the literature as follows:

1. Rivalry may be a complete alternation of the two visual
fields or a mosaic consisting of parts of both fields which
varies, Usually in the latter case, one field will tend
to dominate.

2. The fieid with higher contrast will dominate during rivalry,
i,e,, suppression of that field will be for shorter time
periods than will be suppression of the less contrasted
field,
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3. A field with the greater contour density will be the dominant
- field,

4. The brighter field will dominate over the less bright.

5. Rate of alternation tends to increase as the difference in
size of items in the two fields increases,

6. Alternation is not under complete voluntary control,
7. Time on task reduces the alternation rate,

Several theories exist that attempt to account for the phenomenon
of rivalry. Helmholtz in 1886 suggested an attention theory where he
considered that competition took place in central processes. There
are two perceptions, and attention determines which one wil) come to
awareness, This theory tends to be circular, as what determines
attention can only be empirically determined. An alternative theory
is that of Hering in 1864 who considered that the binocular impression
arises from a mixture of monocular excitations, where the excitations
from coiresponrfing areas are not summative, In otaher words, each
retina makes a contribution, but the amount depends on the nature of
the image. In Hering's view, contours always dominate, and this is
the hard core of his rivalry explanation. Thin theory does not depend
on experimental factors or the mental st i Lhie observer, Another
theory, bascd on the Gestalt achoo!, sagzusted that the important
factor was that a figure is either pe.coaved ~uatirely or not at all, and
that this requirement leads to competitinm,

More recently, Levelt (1965) has discussed these theories in
detail, and has presentad an alternative theory which considers that
rivalry is a result of conflict between two visual mechanisms, namely
binocular brightness averaging which operates so as to average out
the brightness for corresponding points of the two eyes, ond the second
is a contour mechanism which acts so as o leave the area in the
vicinity of a distinct contour unimpaired., This means that {or the
particular situation where symbolic information is preszented to one
cye, and a textured field (such as a ground map) to the other, the
textured ficld is going to be particularly degraded at the contours of
the symbolic information, This may be undesirable if the symbolic
display is being used to mark a location or to track a point on the
textured field,

One property of the binocular rivalry situation is that the
operator's reaction time to a critical signal in the suppressed eye
will be slowed (Fox and Check, 1968). This reduced responsiveness
of the suppressed eye is further demonstrated by the fact that no
pupillary reflex is found when an inhibited eye is stimulated by a
flash during binocular rivalry (Bokander, 1967).
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Image Superimposition

In the case of a see.through HMD, two different fields are
superimposed and presented to one eye, The possibilty exists that
there will be confusion between the field the pilot wishes to see and
the remaining fleld. Although the see-through case is similar in this
regard to Head Up Displays (HUD), the HMD differs in that display
brightness is lower than that obtained in a HUD, Furthermore, a
EUD usually indicates only symbolic information; whereas an HMD
may present literal sensor information such as grrund map radar.

There is not a great deal of intormation reiating to the effect of
superimposition of different images. Hall and Miller {1963) carried
out a series of pilot studies to examine the operator's limiitations with
respect to this problem, The experimental design was such that the
observer was presented with a monocular virtual image of various
slow moving targets whic'. appasared at preselected random positicns
across the visual field. These targets were seen by the observer,
with one eye, via a reflecting eyepiece. They appeared io be super-
imposed on different static backgrounds at a distance of 10 feet, The
speed of the targets was 8, 76 degrees per second, and the exposure
time was 0.28 sec. The other eye also was open and was able tc see
the background scene but not the targets. The task of the cbserver
was to detect and identify the targets, which had high enough contrast
so that they could be distinguish=d easily from the background The
subjects also were asked questions concerning the contents of the
background scene to ensure that they actually were paying attention to
it as well 23 to the targets,

The results showed that subjecta were able to detect and ideutify
a very high proportion of the targets, as well as onserve detiils 1n
the static background.

In that experiment, the bulk of the information presented to the
observer was seen by noth eyes. The observer was not shown a
highly detailed additional image for the target, Thus, the circum-
stances usecd were not ones that would produce retinal rivalry as the
images to each eye were so disparate that fusion could not taxe place.
However, the study does show that auperimposition of image=- can
yie!d good information to the observer {ron: both diaplay sources,
This is not to say that they were actually seeing two fields sumui.ane-
ously. Rather, they were able to divide their attention efficiently
between the two sets of information., Further experimuntation vith 3
similar experimental procedure indicated that no .atigue efl~cts
occurred wlhen the subject was instructed to pay attent‘on to a film
presentation and to identify a pattern ui dots over a pe-iod of reveral
hours,
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Because the display is head mounted, with see-through optics,
the image moves through the surrounding environment as the observer
nioves hia head, As a result, the displayed information should be seen
as distinct and separate from the surrounding environment due to
relative image movement. VWhen display surfaces are superimposed,

a nuimber of optical conditions can affect ucw these surfaces are
perceived. Some variables of interest are the following:

1. Relative brightness between the two surfaces
2. Relative focus between the two surfaces
3. Relative motion between the two surfaces

4. Distribution and shape of the elements comprising the two
surfaces,

Carel (1961) found that the two inost important cues in separating the
displayed images were relative brightness and relative focus, He also
found that motion helped separate the two systems into unified wholes,
while element size did not.

Gencrally, figure-ground confusion effects between the two fields
is not very marked if a random visual pattern is superimposed over a
structured image. Man is relatively impervious to the effects of such
visual noise (Roberts, 1962). On the other hand, contoured visual
noise is more objectionable than random nois2 to the human chserver
(for example, cuantization noise}. The possibility then exists that
superimposition of irmages in a cornbining glass system might lead to
degradation of performance. In some respects, this situation
parallels the auditory binaural listening situation studied extensively
by psychologists interested in the selective attention abilities of the
human, Unfortunately, this general interest has not included the
visual modality.

Biocular HMD (Image Alignment)

In Biocular presentation of HMD information, the displays must
be aligned so that the operator can fuse both images into a single
picture. But it is not necessary {or two displays to be perfectly
aligned in order to fuse the two images, A small amount of
discrepancy can be tolerated, This defines the so-called fusional
arecas of Panuni areas, The angular extent of these areas in both the
horizontal and vertical direction has been measured, and it has been
found that ithe Panum area is smaller in the fovea than in the
periphery of the eye, Ogle (1950) found horizontal foveal fusional
areas of 6.8 min of arc, Levelt (1965) suggests, that the fusion of
parallel contours within Panum's area may be understocd as the
inhihition of the contour presented to one eye by that presented to the
other,
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Display Magaification

When the diaplay is presenting a sensor imagery instead of a
direct view of t!'1 real world, the question of display magnification is
raised, Data relevant to the effect of display rmagnification was
gathered cduring a study of flight by periscopa. It is relevant tc the
HMD in that field of view (FOV) is limited, and the display is tae only
source of outside visibility., Roscoe et al (1966) investigated the use of
periscope displays in making takeoffs and landings with variable image
magnification, Three different magnificaiions were studied: 0,86,
1,20, and 2,00, The results showed magnification affected the constant
errors of pilots in point of touchdown, The mean point of touchdown for
periscope landings was an inverse linear function of image magnification,
Variable errors in point of touchdown were also affected. The
smallest errors occurred when the image magnification was such that
objects appeared the same distance away as they would when viewed
with unrestricted contact visibility, The optimum image magnification
was found to be 1,20 for the particular periscope used, but the authors
cautioned that this would not necessarily be the value of any other type
of periscope. It was found that magnification less than 1, 0 distorts
the view of the outside world in ways that may seriously affect the
safety and the accuracy of a pilot's performance of ground referenced
maneuvers, Angular distances from the center-line cf the periscope
appear too shori, and linear distances in the horizontal plane appear
too long. These illusions apparently affected the landings made by
pilots in a number of potentially serious ways,

A reason for an optimum magnification of just over unity may be
contsined in the observations of Imber, Stern, and Vanderplas (1954)
who found with restricted FOV devices an apparent minification for
objects at larger distances,

Frame of Reference

The interpretability of HMD displayed inrnformation when the pilot
has his head turned to the left or right is a riajor potential problem,
This question relates to the possibility of interpreting and responding
to a roll error as though it were a pitch deviation,

In an effort to answer this question, Bell Helicopter Company,
under a joint Army-Navy contract in 1962, performed a minimum
effort simulation ard evaluation study,

In the Bell study, subjects were instructed to control the attitude
and heading of a helicopter so as to maintain a hovering position rela-
tive to information presented on a contact analog display. The display
consisted of a 1-inch CRT mounted face down on a standard military
helmet, A mirror was mounted at a 45-degree angle in front of the
right eye and just below the face of the CRT

43




Following the completion of pre-test training, five subjects were
given seven sessions of 12, 2-minute trials, Three viewing conditions
were evaluated, These were as follows:

I. A forward-looking view in which the subject's head was
claimped in a forward-looking position and coincided with
the field of view presented in the display,

2. A condition in which the subject's head was clamped in a
position 50 degrees to the left of the mediana plane with a
forward-looking view presented in the dispiay, and

3. A condition in which the head was clamped in a position
50 degrees to the right of the median plane with a forward-
looking view presented in the display,

Following completion of the seven experimental sessions,
the subjects were given eight 2-minute trials on a condi-
tion in which the head clamp was removed, and they were
free to move their heads both to the left and the right.

The results indicated that pre-test performance on a panel-mounted
contact analog display was far superior to that exhibited on the helmet-
mounted display, This was to be'expected because the panel mounted
display was near optimum in terms of resolution, clarity, comfort,
and subject experience, Such was not the case with head mounted dis-
play, Although the subjects performance deteriorated when using the
head -imounted display, the deterioration appeared to be distributed
across the three head-position conditions and was not restricted to any
particular oricntation, As determined by the Walsh test of signifi-
cance, none of the performance differences between left and right head
position were significant when comipared with the condition in which
the forward-looking display view coincided with the orientation of the
head,

Campbell et al (1955) installed a perisccpe device with a hand-
operated direction-pointing control in the nose of a B-17 aircraft,
Pilots were required to perform straight-level flying, turns, climbs,
descents, patterns, final approaches, and landings, Varying orienta-
tion of the display during flight caused difficulty of aircraft control,
This suggests that a restricted field of view display which does not
display the direct forward position can result in marked spatial
disorientation,

Kibort and Drinkwater (1964) in a flight study of landings using
panel mounted television displays found that some confusion could
arise from placement of the TV sensor, This occurred when the
spatial movement relationships between the camera and that normally
experienced by the pilot did not correspond,
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DISPLAY DEVICES USED IN EXPERIMENTATION

Occluded Display

Five different occluded HMD opticai systems were evaluated in
the laboratory. These are shown in Figures 14, 15, and 16, The
display system is shown mounted on a flight helmet in Figure 17,
Thes. display systems were developed in conjunction with previcus
programs,

The optical system works as follows, A primary image of the
face of the CRT is formed near the eyepiece via a relay lens system,
The eyepiece (eye lens and field lens) produces a virtual image at
the proper diameter for the eye, First surface mirrors fold the
opticai system into the desired geometry. The aperture stop located
between the relay lenses determines the exit pupil diameter
(approximately 4 mm for all occluded optics). The eye relief is
somewhat affected by the position of the aperture stop. The stop
position was primarily chosen for best optical performance
{minimum aberration conditions). A field flattener lens is utilized
over the face of tha CRT to compensate for the field curvature inherent
in the relay systems,
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Figure 14. Optical Layout of an Occluded HMD
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(48°) IMAGE

Figure 15. Overall Layout with Optical Details for 63° and
48° Visual Subtense Displays

Weight Analysis. Calculations and actual weighings indicate the
ollowing:

WeiLht (ounces)

Latch Assembly (Shown in Figuie 41) 3.50
CRT and Tube Assembly 7.13
Alternative Optical Tube Assemblies

Visual Subtense

63° 3.77
48° 3,38
34° 2.70
28° 2.70
19° 2. 44

Fotal HMID weight rnly varies from 14,40 to 13,07 ounces.
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Figure 16, Overall Layout with Optical Details for 34°,
28° and 19° Visual Subtense

See-Through Display

A see-through display is shown in Figure 18, Only a single
system of this type was available, It is simple in design, consisting
of two reflecting surfaces separated by a compound lens system,
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Figure 17, Occluded Display Svstem Shown
Mounted on a Flight Helmet
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Figure 18, See-Through HMD Configuration

The FOV of the external environment available to the viewer as
seen through the combining glass is 399, The CRT image of the HMD
only fills the center of the combining glass with a visual subtense of
20¢, as shown in Figure 19,

LABORATORY EVALUATION OF HMD

The purpose of the laboratory study was to proviide an under-
standing of the perceptual phenomena associated with the use of an
HMD and to evaluate selected display parameters. It should be
peinted out that these results and conclusions may be dependent in
part on the display-camaera electronics system used for the study,
particularly image quality factors. Much of the laboratory and flight
evaluation reported here was carried out with Hughes Aircraft
Company funds. This in-house work supported the development of
HMD equipment used in the studies,

Both pictorial ground map and taryet test patterns were used in
the laboratory evaluation. The imagas were obtained via a Fairchild
TV Camera TCS-950 equipped with a high quality vidicon, 525 line
raster, 2:1 interlace, ard 1 13° camera FOV., The external
environment was either an untextured uniform white field or a
structured pictorial scene. The brightness of thess external fields
was varied by changing the ambient light falling on the scenes. The
highlight brightness for the CRT face was approximately 50 foot
lamberts when the picture was adjusted tor optimuia quality.
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Figure 19. View at
See-Through
Eyepiece
Occluded Display
The optica. efficiency . HMD occluded optics was foura to

be approximately 4C percent. each display subtense optics. The
highlight brightne: : of ths image at the eyepiece was optimized at
20 foot lamberts,

The degradation = the HMD pictorial imiage was negligible
over the range of external brightress generated in the laboratory, that
is, up to 2400 foot lamberts. It war observed that when viewing
significantly higher brightnesses (e:ternal daylight) the pictorial
scene tends to be ''washed out'' and the contrast appears to be reduced.
The important point is that the effect is not significant until very high
external ficld brightnesses are used. These data approximate thoae
of previous investigations in which the thresholds in one eye were
found to be dependent upon stimulation of the other eye. Crawford
(1940) found little binocular interaction. Bouman (1955) extended this
work and showed that absolute and incremental thresholds for vision
in one eye are independent of contralateral stimulation wher. this is
measured during periods of dominance of the seye under concern. The
impression obtained in the laboratory indicated the same result; very
iittle interaction occurred, However, some rivalry effects were found,
and there was at times a marked latancy before a judgment could be
made., Another relevant experimental factor invclved ‘1 this situaticn
is the fact that ambient light can stimulate the occiuded eye sven if
there is no light leakage in the eyepiece. There can be internal light
transmission in the head which can visuaily influence the eye. This
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can be easily demonstrated by switching on and off a small flashlight
shone inside one's riaouth while in a semi.darkened rcom, Stimulation
from ambient light in the unoccluded eye and on the observer's face
may influance the judgments made by tho occluded eye, because of
change in the dark adaptation level of the occluded eye,

In a structured external field, interaction between the two
differant images becomes more marked, and the HMD information is
apparently degraded. Nevertheless, usable information still is
available in the HMD until quite high external anvironment brightnssses
(2000 foot. lamberts) are reached, It takes longer for a percept of the
HMD to form completely, Classical binocular rivairy of either one or
the other image completely dominating the visual field v.as not found.
With syrbolic information displayed in the HMD without the gray shades
required for a literal dieplay, the degradation of the IMD due to
rivalry would be much less.

A Retma Resolution chart was preseated via the HMD and the
brightness of the external environment v.as varied, It was concluced
that the number of gray shades that can he seen by the cccluded eye
is only slightly affected by ambient brightness presented to t'.e other
eye. The slight degradation cccurred when a structured background
was used. No degradation was measured when a plsin background was
used. A slight decrease in the number of gray shades that can be seen
occurs with textured backgzounds brighter than about 1000 foot
lamberts,

Movement of the head so that the unoccluded eye scans across a
structured field interferes significantly with perception of the HMD
image, particularly with high brightness external scenes,

See-thirough Display

Two sets of combining glass optics were used to evaluate the
visibility of see-through displays. These are referred to as low and
high transmission combining glasses, respectively., The ''high
transmission’ glass reflects 2Z percant of the CRT light to the display
eyepiece, and 44 percent of the external brightness reachee the eye.
The "low tranamission' combining glass yieilds 56 percent reflection,
and ]S percent ot the extsrnal ambient is transmitted to the eye. In
the overall optics system (from CRT to eye), the high transmission
glass has an efficiency of 11. 2 percant and the low transmission cise
an efficiency of 37. 4 percent.

High Transmission Combining Glass. The best HMD picture quality
s achleved when the tube highlight image brightness is approximately
50 ft. lamberts after passage through che HMD optics. With
moderate background trightness (200 {t. iamberts', the CRT display
tends to wash-out. At higher ambieat intensities, the CRT display
cannot even be detected despnite the distinctive green color of the P-1
phosphor, When the HMD preseniation is visidble, it appears tia the
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observer can sclect either the external or CRT disulayed scene for
attention and expericnces little, if any, difficulty ir. alternating his
selection, When he directs attention to one scene, it domirates the
field of view, When he switches to the other, the first sc:ne retreats
and the second comes into view. This action is voluntary and in this
respect is different from the somewhat uncontrolled switching of
retinal or binocular rivalry, This switching is not possible, however,
if the two scenes differ greatly in brightness. Subjectively, switching
occurs by concentrating upon features of a scene. In some respects,
this is the visual analog of the well known cocktail party effect in
audition {after Cherry, 1954), It suggests even in a strong=er way the
active process of perceptual construction an observer uses to develop
a percept, lle uses hia prior information of what is being viewed and
the properties of the acene's structural unity,

The switching hetween scenes may be facilitated by the different
spectral composition of the two scencs (the green P-1 phosphor con-
trasted with the outside scene), In auditory selective listening experi-
ments, diffecrences in auditory characteristics are known to facilitate
switching listening back and forth between two channels (Broadbend,
1958). If the spectral cromposition is indeed a significant factor in
;acilitating perceptual separation of the scenes, the introduction of
dichroic combining glass systeme which reflect and tranamit different
spectral regions might also augment the ease of switching between
scenes,

Movement of the scenes relative tc each other resulting from
rapid head movements tends to hamper observation of either scene.
Slow relative movernent, however, does not cause significant
interference,

LLow Transniigssion Combining Glass, With this combining giass, the
best HMD picture quality of pictorial textured images is also achieved
when the tube highlight brightness ai the eyepiece is approxiraately

50 ft, lamberts, This approach produces a picture superior in

quality to the h.gh transmission combining glass, The low transmission
combining glads can be considered to be quite usable for extarnal
ambient conaitions lese than B0 ft, lantberts (conditions at duak).

With the high transmission glass, the number of gray shades
that can be acen initially with dark background {namely 10) decreases
steadily as the external brightness increases until they become
washed out at about 1000-Ft. lamberts ambient. This applies to both
plain and textured backgrounds. Resolution was not significantiy
degraded until the picture begins to be washed-out around 1000 ft,
lamberts.

Further examination with neutral density filters indicated that
for daytime use (approxunately 40C) {oot lamberts), tne maximum
acceptable filter transmission in the see-through cptics ie 1 percent.




Visual Subtense

In the occluded display, several sets of optics wure available to
provide different visual subtenses, There were four different sets
available: 199, 349, 48° and 639,

The smaller visual subtense devices form the image at a greater
distance from the eye and yield an annular illumination from internal
reflections off the CRT around the image, This spuriovs light presents
no information and tends to be distracting. This applies to the 19°
optics, particularly.

When a smaller display image was presented in the occluded
display, local high brightness areas in the external field produced
interference which reduced the detail.

As image siz~ increases, the effect of these bright areas on the
HMD quality does not tend to be as marked. This is because less
detail is beiag obscured (as the detail per unit area on the displayed
image is reduced). On the other hand, as image size increases, it
tende to interfere more with the external field. It was the impression
of the observer that the overall feeling of rivalry is more marked and
distracting when the fields of view of both eyes are of the same extant,
Also, with larger visual subtense «..lics, the raster lines of the CRT
will tend to be quite prominent,

Rivalry appears to be greater when both eyes are accommodated
to the same distance. This accommodation may also have played a
part in switching from scene to scene in the see-through display.

Comments on Optics Exit Pupil for the Occluded Display

Based on the laboratory observations, the impreassion is that the
63° display has too small an exit pupil (4 mm) for the display size, and
its raster line array is too prominent, The most pleasing display
appeared to be the 34° display. Although the 34° display produced
an annular ring of light around the display, owing to internal
reflection in the optical system, it was not as prcaounced or as
distracting as with the 19° display. With all of the displays, the exit
pupil tended to be too small, and even the 19° visual subtense optics
wat subject to interference from movements of the eyepiece relative
to the eye. Arn important quality of satisfactory display optics is a
large enough exit pupil, which has to be matched to the visual
subtense being used.

The exit pupil of the see-through optics (10 mm) was such that

no interference was found with the display during laboratory evaluation
due to movements of the device relative to the eye,
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L.aboratory Viewing of Typical Display Imagery

Imagary was obtained from equipment already developed at
Hughes., A video tape was prepared with a number of radar display
modes by interfacing a Sony PV-120V tape recorder driven by a
Shibaden HV-50V camera with imagery from the laboratory digital
scan converter, Radar imagery from Philadelphia and the Delaware
River (including return from urban complex areas as well as areas
of low return) wae obtained for Plan Position Indicator (PPI), Passing
Scene, and Snapshot modes, Air-to-Air target imagery was included
for the B-Scan mode. Typical F-15 HUD symbology and VSD imagery
were also recorded on the tape,

An additional tape was obtained of Holloman AFB Maverick Test
Imagery with diverse targets including tactical ground targets, factory
complexes, and air-to-air targets of T-33 and F-106 aircraft. A
detailed list of these targets is provided in Table IX,

These recordings were viewed both with the various HMD
configurations and in a standard TV monitor in order to make
estimates and comparisons of image quality, When viewing the
occluded HMD, the image quality was generally preserved quite well,
and the quality was not markedly inferior to that obtained with the TV
monitor, Good detail in the radar pictures was usually discriminable,
and there was essentially no picture degradation for higi: contrast
pictures, such as display of symbology. Targets were discriminable
from a longer range with the standard TV monitor, but the differences
were not very great, Airborne targets on the Holloman tape <gainst
a low detail background zppeared to possess good quality,

When viewing the occluied display with the left eye open to out-
side view, or viewing through the see-through display, degradatiors
in the visibility of some of this imagery was found. The diiplays
most affected were those with {ine detail, such as the ground map
radar and photographic targets with high detail. Subjectively, with
the occluded display, a competition batween - textured field to the
open eye and dotailed information in the HMD interfered sigaificantly
with the ability to extract fine information from the display. This
was not observed with symbolic informatio:. presanted on the HMD
or with low detail photographic targets, The same genaralizations
can be made for the see-through cases., Switching between the HMD
scene and the external snvironment ‘vas sasily periormed as
described previously in the laboratory experiments. The high detail
fields were mrst affected by isolated high brightness areas.

FLIGHT TEST EVALUATION OF THE HMD
'ntroduction

Evaluation in flight was intended to expand the experience
gained in the laboratory evaluation. The applications of interest for
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Table IX. Holloman Test Target Tape Details

Reference AFMDC/ Holloman

Recorded on Sony PV-120U, S/N 1019, G-005712

Counter [Number| Holloman
Start Stop |[Terget No.

Subdject

0 L1 LTI-8H
$S L LT3-24H
% 164 LT3-26H

164 22 LTI-N2H
P12 270 LT3-9H
¢70 328 LT3i-4INH

24 ] 382 LT3-%)H
382 364 LTS-87H
4 194 LTS-67U
394 410 None

410 424 JA

424 441 4A

44) L1 P SA

M2 s10 42A

510 560 ¢4A

560 600 47A

600 610 118C
610 929 120C
29 638 121
638 (13 123A

Barrels (blk)

Bridge (wht)

Ore Carrier (wht)
Chicken House (wht)
Factory (whit) (blk)
B-47 (blk)

Truck Mor. (blk)
Truck Vert, (bik)

VC House (wht) (blk)
Indian Mead Pattern (Nes. Test Pattern)
T-3) Alr/ A1y

T-33 Air/ Air

T-33 Alr/Atr

F-106 Air/Air

F-106 Air/Air

F-106 Air/Air

Dam

Factory

Bridge (low :ontrast)

Factery Complen

64) 688 1238 Factory Complox

[ 23] ohS 127TA Factory (bldg. hall blach, half white)

668 on7 133A Ship at Pior (white super structure black
hull)

(11 703 1 J4A Pewer Plant

708 Tie 1A Bridge

Ti6 182 131A Factery {blach bldg. belew smehe)

e 130 13 Factery (bldg. left of tall stack-dust
bayend leag low flat bidg)

730 T42 107A Bridge. traffic. and Birds

142 147 120A Factery (smake and hass)

747 ™2 1208 Factory (emehe aad haae)

T8¢ Tae l 144C Muitiple Bridges ané Pipeline
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the flight test were flight control and navigation, terrain avoidance and
following, approach and landing, and searching for targets of
approximately known location as a navigation aid, These applications
require the presentation of pictorial information of the ground scene
via the 1IMD,  During night flight, this would probably be obtained from
an infrared sensor or perhaps a low light level TV system. Sucha
system would provide a pilot with day type VFR visual information,
During daytime f(light, electro-optical sensors could be used,

All the HIMD equipment development and costs associated with
flight timwe were Hughes Aircraft Company financed,

Apparatus

In order for the pilot to obtain a pictorial view of the terrain,
a hcad slaved sensor system must be developed. In a sophisticated
system, this would require use of a helmet sight system and a
servoed sensor drive. However, for this flight test evaluation, the
need for such a complex system was circumvented by attaching a TV
camera sensor directly to the pilot's helmet, In this case, a light-
weight Shibaden HV-50U camera weighing 3 1/2 1b, was mounted on the
left side of the pilot's helmet as shown in Figures 20, 21, and 22, A
llughes Aero Commander aircraft was used for the flight test because
of its pgood ground visibility, large area windshield (see Figure 23)
and a suitable load carrying capacity,

The installation of the equipment in the aircraft is illustrated in
Figurc 24, In the specially constructed mounting rack, power supplies
and inverters nccessary for supplying 110V, 60 Hz and 110V, 400 Hz
power sources; two display electronic boxes (see Tech Report No,
AMRI1,-TR-68-181); camera electronics box; a Sony two-inch video
tape recorder with audio channels; and a TV monitor for displaying
the HHMD scene to the experimental observers were mounted,
Flectrical load check with all apparatus working in the aircraft
demonstrated that the cquipment drew 31 amps of current from the
28 volt DC clectrical system of the Aero Commander. The total
weipght of the experimental gear was 347 1b.

The total weight of the helmet with camera and displays was
9 1, with the heaviest condition, The holimet was initially unbalanced
with left-side heavy, ‘The effect was quite noticeable during the firet
tlight; although, it did not appear to influence performance, A
counterweight of approximately 1, 3 lb, was added to the right side of
the helmet prior to the subsequent flights, and this considerably
rclieved the iimbalance problem, No adverse effects or significant
fatigue relating to helmet weight were reported when wearing the
helmet for periods up to 45 minutes, Aircraft maneuvers such as
steep turns did not cause any transitory discomfort,
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Figure 20, Cockpit Scene in Aero Commander Aircraft
Showing the Helmet Apparatus and the Subject's
Location,

Flight Details and Routes

A total of five flights were made, The first four were flown
during daylight, and the final flight was made at night. In each flight,
the experimental subject was located in the right-hand pilot's seat.

A safety pilot occupied the left seat. Two experimenters were present
as observers. Video tape recordings were made of the HMD image
throughout all flights, along with subject commentary on the audio
channel, The tasks performed by experimental subjects varied
widely, ranging from full 3-axis control of the aircraft to viewing the
display without control of the aircraft.

Flight 1. Flight 1 covered the following areas: Long Beach Harbor
area, along the harbor breakwater; overwater flight to Catalina

Island, and a right-hand circuit around the island approximately 1/4
mile from the coast; across water flight to mainland; over Los Angeles
suburbia and landing at Culver City. Segments of the flight were
conducted at 1000 feet altitude, The altitude was at 400-500 feet the
majority of the time,
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Figure 21. The Occluded Display on the Experimental Helmet

Experimental Subjects. Two experienced pilots served as
subjects,

Conditions Studied. Single-eye occluded display with 359 visual
subtense, and 480 visual subtense conditions were evaluated. With
the occluded displays, a camera lens FOV of 352 was always used.
Weather was 2200 feet overcast, 5 miles visibility in haze, with no
distinct horizon,

F“thl 2 and 3. Local circuits of the Hughes Cuiver City Airport,
including two low approach passes cver the runway were flown,
Maximum altitude was approx: nately 1000 feet,

Experimental Subjects. The first sub’sct had flying experience;
the second was not a pilot but had human factors experience in judging
displays.

Conditions Studied., A single-eye occluded display, 352 visual
subtense optics was studied. Weather was clear with low smog,
ground visibility 4 miles, improving to 15 miles at aititude.
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Figure 22, The See-through Display on the Experimental Helmet

Fiight 4. Flight 4 covered areas northwest from Culver City to
Malibu along cuastline, direct across mountains to Thousand Oaks,
westwa.d along Ventura Freeway to Oxnard, then east via Santa Paula,
Fillmore to Newhall, then south over freeway to San Fernando Valley
direct to straight in approach to Van Nuys Airport Runway i6R., The
flight then proceeded west to landing at Ventura, and finally southeast
to Hughes Culver City via coastline. This flight covered the following
types of terrain:

1. Flat-populated,

2. Over-water,

3. Canyon and mountain terrain, and
4. Rural Valleys.

Both high and low-level terrain clearance was flown,
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Figure 23. External View of Aero Commander Showing Windshield
and Window Visibility, with Experimental Subject
L.ocated in the Right Seat

tixperimental Subjects. Three subjects were used in the flight,
an experienced test pilot, a private pilot, and a psvchologist with some
flying experience,

Conditions Studied. A single-eye see-through display with
98/2 combining glass with and without an additional 1 percent neutral
density filter was evaluted. The ficld of view of the rcal-world scene
as secn through the combining glass was 39°. The HMD CRT scene
was 20° of visual subtense. The weather was generally clear with
average 6 mile ground visibility, improving to 20 miles at altitude
with well-defined horizon.

Flight 5. Fligzht 5 was the night flight trom just after dusk to full
darkness. It cover-d rural and urban areas in the vicinity of
[Los Angeles., Altitude ranged from 1000 to 2000 feet,

Experimtential Subjects, The same test zubjects as Flivht 4
were used,

Conditions Studied,  Single -eye occluded and single- and two-
eye scee-tarough displays (low transmission combining glasses, 29
visual subtense were studied, ['he weather was clear with 20-ruiles

60




Figure 24, Experimental Equipment Rack
Mounted in the Aircraft

of visib:iity, The HMD display the subjects saw in this flight was
from the Hollomion AFB target set, because the TV camera could not
present a useful image under nighttime conditions,

Test Results and Discussion

The results are based on subject debriefings and recorded
comments made during flight.

Fitting of the Displays. The mounting design of the see-through
displays was found to be the more satisfactory arrangement. It
provided a stable mounting to the helmet and a satisfactory exit

pupil (10mm). The mounting for the occluded display proved to be
difficult to adjust and was somewhat unstahle, These factors
combined with a small exit pupil (4mm) caused this mounting arrange-
ment to be judged unsatisfactory. Subjects at tines found it necessary
tu steady the display with one hand,

Head Motion and Field of View out of the Airplane. No restrictions to
head moverment wete found owing to the internal zeonetry of the
airplane, The ficld of view available to the catiiera proved to bhe
sufficient to give good coverage of the terrain forward and to the

ol




right-hand side, There was some tondency for subjects to #it forward
in order to increase the downward field of view in an apparent effort
to obtain a more complete picture of the terrain, and at lower
altitudes, to obtain a more accurate estimate of line-of-sight rates
used to form an estimate of aircraft direction,

Visual Subtense of Occluded Display., The two visual subtenses most
preferred in the laboratory were compared during Flight 1, The optics
with a visual subtense of 35° had a magnification of 1.00, The optics
with a 48° visual subtense had a magnification of 1. 37, The opinions
of the two pilots were in disagreement as to which gave the most desir-
able display. One preferred the larger magnification display because
there was nnot so much of an impression of 'looking into a tunnel”. The
other pilot preferred the smaller visual subt:nse optics, because the
small exit pupil did not interfere with the image as much and the mag-
rification seemed to be nearer what he expected. This variable should
be prime concern in any future flight tests.

Arrbient Brightness, Under the normal daylight brightness
hpprox:mataiy 8000 foot lamberts) which was encountered during the
daytime flights, subjects generally found great difficulty in using
HMD when the other eye was exposed to the high ambient brightness.

Retinal rivalry effects were marked under these conditions. In fact,
most flying was done with an eyepatch covering the left eye.

Some subjects claimed that the display was unusable unless an
eyepatch was used to cut out high ambient brightness. In later flights,
it was found that reducing the ambient light to the open eye by use of
a one percent neutral density filter allowed subjects to gain satisfactory
information from the HMD, Rivalry was considerably reduced with this
technique. During nighttime flight, even when flying over urban areas,
there was no need for a filter over the open eye.

Combining Glass Optics for See-Through Display. For daytime flight,
it was necessary to use a combination ol com%mmg Jlass and neutral
density filte: to attenuate the external brightness so that only 0. 09
percent was transmitted through the HMD. With gr.:ater light trans-
mission, the CRT is washed out against a brighter background. This
value of 0, 09 purcent was satisfactery for all situations except when
the aircraft was headed west into the late afternoon sun. With this
armount of liltering, usable information {rom ths terrzin could be
obtained with direct vision using the sec-through capability, but the
light from the cockpit instruments was too much reduced to allow the
displays to be easily read. A variable traasmission filter arrangement
would facilitate evaluation in future experiments and would reduce the
problems associated with this type of display.

For nighttime flight, a low tranemission (15 percent) combining
glass was satisfactory, except when viewing the most brightly
illuminated urban areas where the very low transmission optics was
needed (9 percent).
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It should be pointed out that the amount of filtering that is
necessary is very much determined by the brightness of the display
CRT,

Spatial Orientation. The results of Flight 1 indicated a great need for
having some aircraft reference information included in the HMD image.
With no reference other than the image in the disniay, subjects
experienced disorientation. They were unable to satisfactorily
separate mction of the scene due to head orientation from those due
to aircraft attitude and azimuth heading, For example, there was

no means of telling whether the aircraft was banked or the pilot's
head was tilted, as each had the same effect on the display. In

Flight 1, there was the additional handicap of a pooriy defined

horizon due to poor visibility conditions; in this case, there was no
good way of relating the pilot's head, the airplane, and the real

world frames of reference,

The ir.inortance of these factors was shown by the flight along
the harbor breakwater. Tue continuous tracking task of flying directiy
over this line using the HMD indicated that the display provided little
aircraft heading information. The task was actually performed by
taking note of the aircraft lateral rates and using these to supply cues
of heading. Peripheral visual cues which provide precise information
on the angular position of the head with refersnce to the axes of the
aircraft were lacking 1n the HMD system. These cues are present
in normal vision but are absent from the HMD because of the
restricted FOV of the sensor., Another finding was that without
precise bank angle or azimuth angle information, unintentional turns
sometimes occurred.

After Fiight }, aircralt reference cues were added to the display
by adding horizontal and verti-al opaque airips of tape to the windshield.
Although these were out of focus in the display, they were at least
partially successfuly in adding the necessary cues to the display.
Several test subjects stzrted tha it added significant information to the
display, particularly after a number of turning maneuvers. One non-
pilot subject experienced motion sickness as a result of using the
display. A possibility exists that this was due to the lack of orientation
cues through the display. Normai flig it did not bother the subject.

Terrain Following and Clsarance. Flight around Catalina Island and
in mountain and gorge terrain demanded more compler flight cuntrol.
Terrain following required estimation of range to obsiacles, the
anticipation of turns, and terrain clearance. Flight around the island
indicated that subjects could judge lateral distance with reasonalle
accuracy, but altitude judgments tended to be less accurate. One
subject suggested that because the only view with the HMD was tc the
inside of the turn, misinterpretation of relative motion occurred.
Objects on the inside of the turn moved slowar than expected, and this
yielded the impression of being higher than the actual aititude. To
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reduce this 2ftect, the pilot's head (and the TV camera) was kept
pointed as near to the aircraft longitudinal axis as possible, Practice
using the HMD in turns should decrease these illusions somewhat,

One period of terrain following in gorge country was accomplished
using a sve -through diaplay, The pilot made use of both the HMD
image and information from the outside environment. Turning was
accomplished with reasonable accuracy, but once again the lack of
completely defined aircraft reference information in the display
proved to be a hinderance. Thesc flight conditious indicated that
reasonable accuracy of aircraft control in complex ground referenced
maneuvers conuld be accoraplisheqd using the HMD,

Landing, Many landings were viewed by subjects through the HMD.
As a result of this, confidence in the visual cues yielded by the display
was developed., Larding (at Van Nuys Airport) was accomplished under
an experimental subject's control with supervision of the safety pilot,

A straight-in approach resulted in the 150 foot x 8000 foot runway
being clearly visible in the HMD at a distance of 4 miles. A see-
through display was used, but the nilot-subject made almost exclusive
use of the HMD infor:naticn during final approach and tou:hdown.
Altitude and drift control was not as close as would be expected for
normal contact fiight, but the landing was accurately performed,

Two-eyed See-Through Display. The use of two HMD's, one for each
eve, was evaluated in Flight 5. it was found that the two CRT images
could be aligned wiichout much difficulty, With the two tubes alignecd,
the hrightness of the HMD images was enhanced,

Therc is some theoreticai evidence that detection mechanisms
in the eye act independently (Crawford, 1950; Wolf and Ziegler, 1955).
There is usu:aily a slight lowering of threshold in biocular as compared
to monocular conditions which can be attributed to the statistical inter-
action of independent processes, This increased sensitivity suggests
that target detection and recognition performance should be augmented by
the use of two aligned displays. Whether this could justify the
added complexity and weight to the helmet is arother question,

CONCI.USIONS BASED ON LABOGRATORY AND FLIGHT
EVALUATION

The HMD image quality in this evaluation was adequate for
displaying symbology and/or detailed pictorial inflormation. At the
present time, this image quality is considered to be at a level just
below that of conventionally sized CRT displays. The picture bright-
neee with complex images was adequate, and the resolution and
shades of gray representation was comparable to other CRTus.

The study indicaced that interfacing the cccluded display with

the huiman perceptual system results in interference ia the rate of
‘nfarmation transmission, This type of display leads to probiems of
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ratinal rivalry which in the daylight flight domain were found to be
significant, Perception of information from the HMD may occur only
after extended latencies, When using see-through displays, given a
satisfactory balance between brightness entering the eye from the
outside environment and the CRT brightness, alternation of attention
between the external scene and the HMD scene can apparently occur
at will. Despite the advantage of independcnt dark adapiation of the
eyes in the occluded case, the preliminary and tentative indication

is that the see-through device is preferred. This is because selective
attention to each channel is less impeded in this system. This
apparcnt superiority of the see-through display was probably
heightened by the separation of the images arising from the diffcrent
spectral composition of the HMD image and outside environment and
the different focal plane of the two images.

A more detailed and systematic evaluation of such systems
covering a range of system variables is warranted before these con-
clusions can be firalived,

HELMET MOUNTED DISPLAY MECHANIZATION

A discussion of the elements of a helmet mounted display
i chanization is presented here., An analysis of CRT parameters
(trightness, contrast, resolution) previously performed by Hughes

on these devices is included first, This is followed by a description
of a helmet mounted display optics tradeoff where different design

approaches are compared, The CRT evaluation also includes a further
investigation of the brightress characteristics of the selected tube.

An electrical circuit design for driving the HMD CRT frorn a remote
control box is then described. Finally, an existing Hughes mechanical
design is described which includes discussior of the mounting of the
display to the helmet, the latch arrangement, and the mechanical
adjustments.

CRT Evaluation

Recent increases in resolution with a reduction in size and weight
of the CRT's enable an HMD to be developed which will provide
excellent image quality for TV imagery, The results of a previous
evaluation performed in this laboratory (WFAFB Tech. Report No.
AMRL-TR-68-181) are sumimarized here,

Some desirable design goals are as follows:

1. 1000 TV line resolution and 20 {oot lambert brightness.

2. Minimum weight and size.

3. Complete electrical safety to the wearer,
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The major performance parameters (brightness, resolution,
contrast, etc,) defining the image quality of the display are determined
by the properties of the CRT. As such, laboratory evaluation of

CRT's is a most important phase of preliminary design.

Selection of

a CRT should be dependent on size, weight, and ease of operation, as
well as its display characteristics.
CRT, one difficulty is to achieve the required resolution at an adequate
brightness level,

Because of the small size of the

The doscription and results of an ovaluation of three CRT's are

now desc

the 1E 27 P20, and the WX-4527 P20.

ribed,

This evaluation was carried out on the CR 3015,
Important CRT parameters

for these three tubes are shown in Table X, The size characteristics
of these tubes are shown in Figures 25 and 26,

Because of the requirements for high altitude operation, the
location of the CRT near the operator's head, and lower deflection
power, it is desirable to use the lowest voltage that provides an
For the electromagnetically deflected display tubes,
it was found by testing that adequate brightness and resolution can be

adequate

obtained with less than maximum final anode voltages,

picture.

For the

CR 3015, this voltage could be reduced from 8. 5 kv to 5 kv; and for
the WX-4527 P20, from 10 kv to 8 kv,
800 and 1200 volts, respectively.

The focus voltages used were
For the electrostatically deflected

Table X. Characteristics of Three Sinall Cathode
Ray Tubes Applicable to Helmet
Mounted Displays

- ' D) v Total Hrightnesa
5 ghtnes
—— e ] 221 3 Reselution High-
. Max Max . - . X
Tube | vrion Size [9E | (Shirinking ligit Notet
o.n. Lengh v sl 30
| SV 83 Raster) { Inscribed
| 1 Qa5 | myPer MIL-E-IE)|  Raster
b r e acpuc— . oo FonaRd SRR VAL 7 e TS AN SR AR 3
CR3I0)S 1.11In, {$.01In. [0.751n, Dia] M E {400 lines/Dia 175 Ft-L |Encspaulated
at 1 KV with Deflec-
tion Cell
PlL,P44.20s
WX -4527-P(1.125 In.1 7.0 In. |0.6 In. Die M E 1800 to 1000 38 Fi-l. |P20
Lires/Dia at 3.10s
s XV
—— - ..—{
YF27)°20 (0.91n. [4.76 In.{4.76 In.Dia| E | E 800 Lines/Dia |20 Fr-l. P20
at 2.5 KV at 1,13 Oa
2.8 KY
- -— A e ———— ~-——-AL—«-— - vl o —— o er————
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Figure 25. Small CRTs Considered for HMD Application

1E 27 P20, the focus voltage was approximately +600 volis for the
mode of operation used, namely +2, 5 kv post accelerator, +2.5 kv
near ground deflection plate, and -2. 5 kv cathode operation.

Brightness Measurements, Brightness measurements were made
with a 525-scan-line TV raster inscribed in the useful area of the
CRT. The brightness of the two electromagnetic CRTs studied, the
CR 3015 and the WX-4527 P20, ranged from 50 to 200 ft, lamberts
for a final anode voltage range of 5 kv to 8,5 kv, and 8 kv to 10 kv,
respectively., The brightness of the remaining tube, the IE 27 P20,
was 20 ft. lamberts.

Resolution Measurements. A double slit analyzer was used to
measure the resolution of two of the tubes -~ the WX-4527 P20 and the
1E 27 P20, This technique could not be used with the CR 3015 tube,
because of the persistence of the P-1 phosphor. ThLe resolution
measurements for this CRT were made using the shrinking raster
method. The spot size for all three tubes tested was approximately
0. 001 inch.

Contrast Measurements, The amount of gray shade information that
can be displayed on a CRT is related to the degree of contrast that
can be obtained on the CRT's screen, Contrast is defined as the ratio
of maximum screen brightness to minimum screen brightness. Low
contrast ratio means that the CRT will be capable of displaying a
small number of discernible shades of gray. The contrast ratios of a
CRT can be divided into two geueral classifications: large area con-
trast and small area or detail contrast,

The large arca contrast of a CRT is the ratio of brightness
(luminance) of two widely separated areas on the CRT's screen,
The CRT's beam excites the screen to a particular brightness level
in one area, and the bean is cut off in the other area,
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Figure 26, Size and Weight
Characteristics of CRTs
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The small area contrast of a CRT is the ratio of brightness of
adjacent areas on the screen and is closely related to the resolution
capability of the CRT, All three CRTs tested had the capability to
display eight discernible shades of gray,

Large and small area contrast was measured as shown in
Table XI. These mecasurements were madc in a dark laboratory,
A 525-scan-line raster of normal height and one half width was used.
The measurements were made on the screen at the places shown in
Table X1, The contrast ratios are also listed in this "able,

Conclusions. All three tubes yielded adequate performance and were
judged acceptable, However, the electromagnetic CRT#2 can deliver
higher brightness and still maintain small spot size. [n addition, the
electromagnetic CRTs have (1) the capability to operate the cathode
near ground potential without complicating the defiection circuits and
(2) the capability to change and adapt the deflection yo' e to tne
deflection signal and cable requirements,

The major advantage of the electrostatic CRT over the electro-
magnetic tubzs is that the electrostatic CRT, including shield and
potting could be 2 to 3 ounces lighter, The electrostatic tube would,
however, require more high voltage wires with the associated problem
of coupling the video signal in a depressed cathode (-2.5 kv) or
deflection signals in elevated deflection plates (+2.5 kv). Thus, the
potential weight advantage of the electrostatic CRT would be partially
offset,

The teat results and the menufacturer's specifications shcw the
screen and the electrical characteristics of both electromagnetically
deflected CRT3 to be almost identical. The CR 3015 was the only unit
available with the CRT and deflection yoke potted in the shield as an
integral unit, The mechanical requirements for the helmet-mounted
display make this an iniportant consideration, andas such the CR 3015
was considered to be the most satisfactory evaluated.

Additional Evaluation of the CR 3015

-y

Introduction, The purpose of this evaluation was to determine values
of tube brightness {or usable pictures under different ambient viawing
conditions. it is conceivable that thesc values csuld differ from
manufacturer's claims or {rom those brightness values obtained with
just a TV raster. Brightness was measured after it had been
adjusted by experimental subiects to give subiective optitnum imaye
quality of usable pictures (test pattern and coalextual view). !t is
possible that the adjustments for optimum viewing conditions could be
affectsd by the light adaptation level of the subjects, and as such the
adjustmients were carried out under conditions of partial dark
adaptation (5 minutes of dark adaptation), adapted to 200 foot lainberts
(room brightness), and light adapted to BGGO foot-lamberts (bright
daylight brightness).
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Table XI. Contrast Characteristics of CRTs

DO @
Contrast
Place of Measuremaent

Brightness (Ft - L) Large Small
Area Area
1 2 3 4 L=1/4 S=2/3

CR 3015
10.5 10.5 0.4 0.04 262 26.2
30 30 1.1 0.15 200 27.2
68 68 3 0.4 170 22.6
125 125 9.05 1.05 119 13.8

IE 27 P20

—

5 5 0.55 J.028 178 9.1
10 10 1 0.057 175 10
15 15 1.45  0.089 168 10.3
20 20 1.8 0.15 133 11,1

wWX-4527 P20

6 6 1 0.13 46 6
24.5 24.5 4 0.5 49 6
68 68 9.2 2.0 34 7.4

100 100 13 3.0 33.3 7.7
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Procedure. The CR 3015 tube viewed through 5 power magnification
optice was set up in an ambient controllable experimental room, The
tube was driven at a final anode voltage of 7 kv, and the images were
obtained from a flying spot scanner., A standard EIA television test
pattern and a contextual scene of San Pedro Harbor was used for the
imagerydisplayedona 525line T\ raster. The subject was provided
with controls for adjustment for both brightness and contrast of the
display. Four experimental subjects were used. Each subjects
received the three adaptation levels and the two types of scene, The
adaptation time to each ambient brightness level was 5 minutes, and
the subject was instructed to complete his brightness and contrast
adjustments within a 30-second interval,

Results, The inter-subject and intra-subject variability for adjusted
highlight brightness was high., However, the generalization can be
made that the subjective optimum brightness level was less for the
contextual scene than for the TV test pattern. (See Figure 27). An
optimuin highlight brightness of more than 200 oot lamberts was
obtained from the CR 3015 tube before transmission through an optical
system. The cffect of dark adaptation level of the subject was not
clear, and more extensive experimentation wou.d be necessary to
effectively 2valuate the effect of thig factor.

This study indicates that for patterned fields typical of those
obtained from sensors such as radar, IR, and Low light level TV, the
range of optimum highlight brightness is between 50 and 120 ft
lamberts.

Qe TV PATTERN
— 0= CONTIXTUAL iCING

¥
T

8
T

INGHLIGHT BIGHTIESS, FOOT -LAMBESTS
|
1

0’ e i 4

W00 Qe
O FOOT LAMENYY) B008 $ OO -LAMBRLT S)

CRMEVEN'S ADAPTATION LEVEL
ATTER 3 MINUTES 1N LACKH ENVIROMNMENT)

Figure 27. Operator Adjusted Optimum Brightness for
Various Operator Adaptation Levels and Type of Scene
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Helmet Mounted Display Optics Tradeoff

The problem of determining the optimum optical design approach
for a HMD system is functionally similar to that of a conventional
fixed HUD, The HMD must provide a collimated image of the CRT to
the operator superimposed on the real world, The design constraints
of low weight, iarge exit pupil diameter, maximum display brightness,
and minimum interference with other operator functions are applicable
to both types of displays. As a result of this similarity, much can be
drawn from the applicable HUD optical technology in arriving at an
optimum optical design approach for the HMD.

Since the HMD adds weight to the pilot's helmet and is a
potential problem in a high ''g' environment, consideration must be
given minimizing its weight while providing a system with a field of
view of approximately 4 degrees (apparent display size).

Reflective Versus Refractive Optics. Two basic types of optical
systems can be used to present colliimated images of a CRT to the
operator, refractive and reflective. A survey of existing HUD
systems indicated that the refractive optics technique is the most
widely used. On-axis and off-axis reflective optics systems have
also been developed but have had limited use in airborne systems,
The refractive optics systems are characterized by low distortion,
low cost, and high weight for a limited field of view. Tha reflective
option systems are characterized by high cost, low weight, large
field of view, and in some cases, complex optical elements resulting
in significant distortion errors.

Refractive Optics. In a refractive system, a refracting lens is used
for image collimation and a flat partially reflecting mirror (combined)
combines the CRT image with the real world. First surface

mirrors {fold the optical systemn into the desired geometry,

The instantaneous field of view is limited by the lens diameter
and the eye-to-lens distance and is expressed by the following
equation:

lens diameter
2 x eye-to-lans distance

o= 2 arctan

where
a = total angle subtended at the pilots eye.

It is apparent from the above equation that the field of view is
directly proportional to the diameter of the collimating lenas. The
weight of a lens is approximately proportional to the sq:are of the
diameter so that increases in diameter produces a ver: pronounced
increase in total optical system weight.
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Figure 28 is & folded refractive system designed for the hein.st
mounted display. Due to the size and speed required for prime optics,
where the beam splitter is between the observer's eye and the eyepiece
optics, it is not a practical approach, The major disadvantage of
systems of this type is the required large diameter of eyepiece optics
for a field of view greater than 15 degrees. A 40-degree field of view
would require a diameter of approximately 2-1/2 inches,

The optical system illustrated in Figure 29 is also a folded
refractive type, The design is unique in that the prism/beam-splitter
has been configured on three sides to reduce the number of optical
elements required. This results in a weight reduction and a larger
field of view, Opposing ends of the prism/beam-splitter are configured
to form a unit magnification telescope. This system requires a large
prism/beam-wplitter for a 40-degree field of view. In addition, large
apcrturc rclay optics arc required for a system of reasonable speed.
Reducing the eye relief will reduce the prism/bcanm-splitter size,

Eye relicf reduction if not acceptable.

Reflective Optics. It is possible to achieve a significantly greater
instantaneous field of view by utilizing reflective cptics rather than
refractive optics. These techniques use curved combining glasses

BEAM
SPLITTER

COLLIMATOR

RELAY
orncs

Figure 28. Folded Refractive System
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Figure 29, Folded Refractive System with Beamsplitter

that perform image collimation at the reflecting surface of the com-
biner, curved mirror, or » sequential combination of the two, There
are two basic types of reflective systems, on-axis and off-axis,

The systen: illustrated in Figure 30 is basically an off-axis
reflective type incorporating an aspheric combining glass which
supplias first surface power in addition to performing the combining
glass function. An aspheric surface is required, because off-axis
systems introduce astigmatism, among other optical aberrations. This
kind of correction, due to the use of aspherics, resuits in non-
uniform distortions in the field of view, Thease distortions are
anamorphic in nature and form images in the field of view that are

unreal in appearance. This approach is, therefore, considered
unacceptable.

The most promising approach from an opto-mechanical point of
view is an on-axis reflective system as illustrated in Figure 31. The
advantages of such a system are large exit pupil, low distortion, small

size, large field view, light weight, and efficiently manufactured
optical elements.

The sye looks through the system with undiatorted visicn. The
light remains collimated through the combinirg glass and alsc through
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the spherical semi-transparent mirror, The field o view is
restricted to 40 degrees but can be changed within reasonsable limits,

The unique feature that makes it possible to design and build
workable optics rests prirmarily in the nupil »«lay system, consisting of
a single spherically curved reflector «id a singie {I»t combining glass,

Looking at the system in reverse order to the light path (to
facilitate description) reveals the following optical characteristics, The
eye is placed at the center of curvature of the pupil relay reflector and
is consequently imaged by the refiector back on itself. Due tou the
interpoeition of the flat combining glass, another image of the pupil is
formed beiow at a right angle *o the direct vision path if the Lombining
glass ia at 45 degraes. Tne pupil relay reilector focuses parali-! Hight
at a point silightly bz:low the combining glass. At this position, t.:re
wili be formed an intermediate {inage of the CRT. This image wiii be
highly aberrated but is corrected by the following optical systems. A
Cook iriplet collimating lenz placed at the pupil image recollimates the
image which is then imaged through a relay lens similar to an eyepiece
in construrtion. The final image is then fornied upon the CRT. How-
ever, to 1.t the constraints imposed by the packaging requirements, the
system is capable of being folded between the two lenses, and should it
be thought desirahle, an extra reiay lens may allow another fold to be
incorporated within the space following the last lens in the vicinity of
the CRT,

The on-axis reflective system charactsrized by 40-degree field
of view, large exit pupil, low distortion, and low weight is the recom-

mended optical design approach,

Electrical Circuit Deaij_r_\

Ail electronic circuits and controls except for the video driver
may be located in a panel-nmounted elcctronic control box. The bias
vultages and signal voltages from the electronic control hox are applied
to the CRT through a cable. The electronic control box should have
three outside controis, They are power on-off switch, contrast, and
brightness, Additional coatrols such as vertical and horizontal hold
need not be oxterzally available, This design is cxtracted frem a
previcus report (WPAFB Tech Ref No. AMRL-TR-68-181).

Deflection Circuit, An operational-type iinear deflection amplifier with
emittsr follcwer output stage (Figure 32) was chosen for horizontal and
vertical dejlection of the CRT's beani, The use of the linear deflection
amplifiers simplifies the switching between the 525 and 945 TV scan
line displays and heips to achieve better linearity of the dispiay. The
same deflection amplifiers are used for toth 2xes because of the
symmetrical 100 yH deflection yoke used with the CR 3015 CRT. The
retrace time of this deflection circuit will be less than 10 usec. The
deflection amplilier converts £ | ampere output. The current output of
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Figure 32, Deflection Amplifier

the deflection armplifier is sensed by a pnosphor protection circuit
which cuts off the CRT's electron beam in case of sweep failure,

Video Amplifier. The videoamplifier must tc capable of providing a
CRT control grid with a 30-volt P-P signal having a bandwidth of

20 mHz. Assuming the normal minimum video output signal of

0. 5-volt P-P for closed circuit TV cameras, the maximum voltage
gain oi the amplifier must be 60. Additional blanking must be per-
formed in the video amplifier rather than at the CRT cathode, because
it is difficult to blank a CRT using the cathode. When the circuitry is
remotely located, the blanking signai has to travel over a long length
of cable and terminate into a low impedance,

The video chain (Figure 33) is broken into two distinct sections:
(1) the output amplifier, mounted in the headset, and (2) the medium
level amplificr, mounted in the control box, It is impractical to drive
a 30-volt video sigra!l to the CRT grid over a terminated coaxial cable.
The currents involved would be too large. Therefore, the video signal
is amplified to a 3-volt level, then coupled with coax to an output
amplifier mounted in the headset where the video is amplified to the
required 30-volt level. To minimize the dynamic range of the output
amplifier, the signal 1s D-C restored prior to coupling to the output
amplitfier (OCtherwise, the dynamic range of the output amplifier would
have to be 60 volts to avoid saturation or cutoff in going from all white
frames to all black or vice versa).
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Figure 33, Video Amplifier

Sync and Sweep Circuitry, The sync and sweep circuits (Figure 34)
must be capable of pr’ﬁ%ing the monitor with a 2:1 interlace sweep
when standard EIA composite sync signals are present at the input,
This is accomplished by first amplifying and stripping the composite
signal to obtain sync pulses.

Horizontal synchronism is maintained by differentiating the sync
pulses to obtain trigger signals that synchronize a free-running multi-
vibrator to the line rate, A one-shot is activated by the multivibrator
and provides a signel to the swesp generator that results in a 2-volit
sawtooth with a 10-ps flyback time at the sweep generator'!s output,

Vertical synchronism is obtained by passively integrating the
sync pulses present at the stripper's output. The integrator's output
will rise to voltage Vy only during the vertical blanking interval.

When this voltage is reached, a comparator senses it and changes
state, The comparator's output is gated with the horizontal sync
pulses which trigger a free running multivibrator. Due to tha pre-
cisely controlled half line delay in sync pulses during vertical blanking,
the gate's output will provide properly timed trigger pulses to insure
exact 2:1 interlace.

Power Supplies. The requirements for secondary voltage forms are
as follows:

1. +5 Vat 0.1 mA or less (CRT anode)

2. Adjustable +800 VDC to +1500 VDC at 0,15 mA
(CRT focus)

3. 6.3 VAC at 300 mA (CRT filaments)
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Figure 34. Sync Separation and Sweep Generation
4, +25 VDC at 1, 3 amperes (2, 3 amp peaks)
5. =25 VDC at 1.2 amperes (2.2 amp peaks)
6. +300 VDC at 0.1 mA

Item 4 above supplies deflection amplifiers, high vcitage power
supply (HVPS) inverter, and the rest of the circuitry.

Item 5 above supplies deflection amplifiers and the rest of the
circuitry. The deflection amplifiers and the HVPS inverter introduce
transients that are deterimental to cach other and to the rest of the
circuitry. This leads to the following power supply configuration.

1. A raw supply producing %32 VDC, 6, 3 VAC and +300 VDC,

2. Series regulators (5 in all) to supply #25 VDC to the
deflection amps, 25 VDC to the other circui*ry, and
+25 VDC to the HVPS inverter, and

3. An eancapsulated HVPS fed by an inverter. This supply
includes two transformers. One operates directly with
the inverter to produce (with diodes and capacitors) +5 kv.
The other transformer is slaved to the inverter via con-
trol circuitry to produce the adjustable +800 VDC to
+1500 VDC focus voltage.

The total power dissipation is approximately 90 to 100 watts.
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Mechanical Design

Mounting Configuration. Mockupes have been built and tested with Air
orce and Navy helmets and their respective oxygen masks. Fig-
ures 35 through 40 illustrate the three basic configurations considered,

The top-mount configuration (Figure 35) was potentially the
lightest but offered serious objections with respect to line-of-sight of
the left eye. Cable dress problems (to the rear of the helmet) would
add excessive weight, and the moment of inertia about the vertical
axis of the head would be high. There are potential canopy interference
problems with certain types of aircraft.

The side-mount configuration (Figure 36) cures the line-of-sight
problem for the left eye but causes serious operator adjustment
problems (horizontal sdjustment requires lengthening and shortening
the optical tube), Also, the latch location would interfere with the side
canopy with certain types of aircraft,

The under slung configuration minimizes interference with all
types of canopies and reduces moments of inertia about the spine. Fig-
ures 37 and 38 illustrate the Air Force mask, Figures 39 and 40
illustrate the Navy mask. The location of the headset receptacle with
respect to the helmet is shown in these figures and best fulfills all the
design goals. It places the attach and release device in a good location,
it keeps all parts of the headset close to the axes of movement of the
wearer's head, and it allows the left eye maximum usable vision,

Mechanical Adjustments. Accommodationa for the wearer's eye
position are as follows:

1. Vertical adjustment via vertical adjust slots on the hanger
(se2 Figure 41),

2. Lateral adjustment by rotating the tube assembly. This
swings an arc across the eye and interacts somewhat with
the vertical adjustment,

3. Fore and aft adjustment by moving the tubs assembly fore
and aft. The tube assembly is locked in place via the tube
clamp,

4. Raster angle !with respect to the wearer's eye) by rotating
the CRT via the raster angie adjust knurled nut, and

5. Minor accommodations to anatomical variation betwaen

wearer's and a light seal are afforded by a compliant
foam rubber eyepiece,
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Figure 35, Top Mount

Figure 36, Side Mount

Figure 37. Air Force Mask —
Underslung (side)
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Figure 38. Air Force Mask —
Underslung (front)

Figure 39, Navy Mask —
Underslung (side)

Figure 40, Navy Masgk —
Undersluny (front)
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Figure 41, Latch Layout

Electrical Interface, The CRT high voltages, deflection signals,
and video signal should be delivered from the electronics box to the
headset on shielded wires and terminate directly into the CRT. The
other required voltages (CRT filaments, etc.) may be on unshielded
wires.

Latch Design. A preliminary layout of the latch design is shown in
F{gun 41, Thisisa self-centering device and is designed for posi-
tive release. This release action will override all latching and holding
mechanisms and free the headset. It works as follows. The cone
shaped end of the latch hub engages the headset receptacle and self
centers. The cone-shaped portion u! the release sleeve then contacts
the headset receptaclie. The latch hub moves in with respect to the
release sleeve and compresses the latching spring. The pawls are now
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clear of the inside ridge of the headset receptacle and are snapped into
place by the pawl springs, [There are three pawls equidistant about
the perimeter of the latch hub.) The headset is now attached to the
helmet,

To release, the operator pulls on the release sleeve which moves
with respect to the latch hub against the latching spring. The inner
bottom edge of the release sleeve than engages the sloping edge of the
pawls and forces them down out of the gr2ep of the inside ridge of the
headset receptacle, and the headset is released. The latch assembly
attaches to thc cathode ray tube via the hanger and tube clamp.
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SECTION V
HELMET MOUNTED SIGHT

INTRODUCTION

Studies of the representative F-15 avionics system suggest that
a helmet mounted sight might be employed to advantage in certain
mission applications, In this section, functional design requirements
for such a sight are established, Three alternative sighting pick-off
techniques are considered in order to arrive at the best choice.

FUNCTIONAL REQUIREMENTS

Functional requirements for a helmet sighting system are
developed in the classified supplement of the report. These are
summarized below;

Field of View #3000 or more (polar) with respect
to ADL
Accuracy Better than 1° RMS dynamic

HELMET SIGHT TRADEOFF
Introduction

The target designation process consists of communicating to the
sensor or armament the target location referenced to the aircraft
boresight in line-of-sight angle cocsdinates., The pilot must maintain
continuous visual contact with the target until lockon. Several tech-
niques have been developed or investigated which can provide the
required line of sight coordinates, The techniques most agplicatle
are 1) a rate gyro system, 2) mechanical linkage, and 3) '*ght source
and sensor system. Other approaches such as the oculometer and
IR scanner were not considered because of high development risk or
cost effectiveness.

Rate Gyro System. The system mechanization described herein
resulted from an 1avestigation into the feasibility of using rate gyros
in a heimet optical sighting system. The object of the mechanization
is to accurately measure the helmet position relative to aircraft axes
so that a missile seeker may be slaved to the helmet and its optical
sighting system. The system rnay be divided into two parts: (1) the
portion which is helmet mounted and (2) the remainder which is air-
craft mounted. The helmet mounted portion consists only of rate
gyros and buffer amplifiers. Two or three rate gyros are employed,
dependiag on whether single or two axis gyro designs are used.
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Although preeznt technology can produce gyros of 2 ounces maximum
weight, it 1s expected that micro-miniature sensors of less than

1/2 ounce in weight will be available within the next year (5 experimental
units have been made). Each gyro and self-contained buffer amplifier
are directly mounted on the helmet and aligned to the helmet axes,

The helmet contains an index alignment projectior which at the pilot's
selection may be momentarily inserted into an alignment socket on the
aircraft to normalire the system and establish initial conditions.

The aircraft portion of the system consists of a dernovdulator, a
low pass filter, a bias storage circuit to compensate for gyro null
offsets, an integrator, an Euler angle computer, and a summing
amplifier. The summing amplifier combines aircraft and helmet
information and provides a signal to which the missile s:eker gyros
or guns may be slaved,

An error analysis based on existing production sensor hardware
and thick film electronics techniques indicate system errors between
1.5 and 2. 5 degrees for operating times of up to 5 minutes. After 5
minutes, the pilot would be required to reestablish the initial condi-
tions. A block diagram of the system is shown in Figure 42.

thar gh T4 TOMWNG ANPLIIZR

Figure 42. Gyro Helmet Sight Attitude
Measuring System
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stem). A second system which can
P 0 g s been developed by Sperry for use
with a helmet mounted eight. With this approach, the pilot's line of
sight is determined by measuring deflection angles of a mechanical
linkage hetwaeen the pilot's he!met and the airframe. A receptacle,
consisting of a permanent ma gnet on an aluminum housing, is mounted
on the helmet and =ecures the linkage with a force of 8 to 12 pounds.
The receptacle adus 2. 2 ounces to the helmet weight. Full freedom of
movement within the cockpit is afforded to the pilot through a gimbal
system and carriage slide. The gimbals are instrumented with
resolvers to provide the transformation {rom the sight line to the base
set coordinates.

The accuracy of the system is determined largely by the man
using it. Alignment of the system at the time of installation can be
made to within 2 mils without resorting to complex eGuipment, Pre-
flight alignment by the pilot can be made to within 3 mils once he
becomes familiar with the procedure. The remaining errcr is due to
the man wearing the helmet. This ¢rror is difficult to estimate and
will varyv from operator to operator.

The major drawback of this system is the coupling technique.
The mechanical linkage could constitute a severe safety hazard in the
event of emergency ejection or mechanical lockup.

Light Source and Sensor System. Minneapolis tHioneywell has developed
i'fﬁnm that does not require mechanical linkages. The elevation and
azimuth angles defining the attitude of the pilct's line of sight are deter-
mined by an electro-optical surveying technique. Two photo sensors
are mounted on the side of the helmet and are scanned by a light source
assembly (LSA) mounted or the airframe. The LSA generates two thin
wedges of light that rotate at a constant angular rate. The ungle
between the light source plane and the helmet mounted photo sensors
(HMPS) is given by the time delay between light detection by thie LSA
reference sensors and the HMPS pulses. The difference betwee.: the
measured angles and the elevation and asimuth sight angles is a simple
trigonometric relation:ship that is solved centiruously during operation.
The system will function correctly with any normal head motion and
body motions providing the piiot's head has rotated less than

%60 degrees in asimuth and 230 degrees in elevation.

The HMPS assembly can dbe added to a starndard flight helmet

without modification. The assembly is designed to break away from
the helmet either upon ejection {from the aircraft or upon impact.
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The system will measure the attitude of the helmet within
12 miis at rates up to 30 deg/sec. This figure does not include the
human error of designation and tracking. A block diagram of this
system is shown in Figure 43,

Errcr Analyses

The three transducer systems for measurement and iransforma-
tion of helmet sight angles described in the previous section were
analyzed. Each of !hese systems measures helmet attitude and,
subsequently, tracking line of sight,

The miniature rate gyros system measures angular rates about
the helmet coordinate system. The Sperry pantczraph system uses
direct mechanical linkage to measure four angular degrees of freedom
and one linear degree of freedom. The photo-opiical (Honeywell) sys-
tem uses light sources and mirrors to measure helmet attitude.

Helmet-Mounted Rate Gyro Coupling System.

Error Distribution. The error distributions are shown in
Table XII. These take into account only one gyro at a time and
represent both fixed and dynamic errors. They were determined by
analysis of existing devices and the proposed mechanization,
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Figure 43, lioneywell System
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Table XII. Error Distribution for Gyro System
Subsystem Unit Error (worst case)
Helmet 1. Gyro (60 deg/sec full
scale including vibration) .. 08 deg/sec
Acceleration sensitive drift
(input and spin axes) 20.02 degree/g
Scale Factor 12.5%
Linearity £0. 3 deg/sec
Zero Set Stability = | e---ee--
2. Alignment
Inertial Axis to Gyro Case 0.25 deg
Gyro Case to Helmet 0.25 deg
3. Amplifie:
Scale Factor 1. 0%
Linearity 23 2%
Aircraft 1. Demodulator
Transfer Function(Gain) +5¢
Linearity *1%
Drift Stability | ---s--
Zero Qutput | ese-e-
2. Integrator
Drift 0.05% /hr
Accuracy 21, 0%
Linearity 0. 2%
3. Euler Angle Computer (Determined via
Analysis)
4. DC to AC converter
Transfer Function 1%
Linearity 0. 2%
5. Torquer Amplifier
Scale Factor 1. 0%
l.inearity £0.2%
6. Alignment
Helmet to Aircraft Axis 20.5°/ax1s
7. Reset Accuracy 20.5%
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Sifnal Steady State Errors. No helmet or aircraft motion ie
assumed. e errors here are due to gyro zero set, and scale factor
and linearity of gyro, preamplifier, and demodulator. Gyro zero set
error, as- \ming the low pass filter storage bias combination will
provide 6 bits of correction, is given by

‘yero = (0 08°/sec)(60 sec/min)/64 = 0.075 deg/min.

Scale Factor and linearity errors are given in Tabhle XIIL The
total RSS error due to linearity is 1, 06 percent, and the scale factor
RSS error is 5, 7 percent, The total RSS error due to linearity and
scale factor is 5, 8 percent,

If the assumed look angle to the target in 30 degrees in either
axis, then the integrated angular error due to electrical steady state
errors is given by

= = o
‘“ = 0.058 x 30 = 1,79

Since this is larger than the total allowed system error, the only
way to effect this type of a system is to trim the scale factor of each
unit such that the overall scale factor is the order of 1 percent. The
total RSS error due to scale factor and linearity then becomes 1. 4 per-
cent, and the error due to steady state components for a 30 degree look
angle in azimuth or elevation is

G 0. 42 degrees.

Alternately, if it is assumed that the system (helmet and aircraft)
can be normalized sometime prior to a target sighting, then errore

Table XIII. Scale Factor and Linearity Errors

Device Scale Factor Linearity
Gyro 2.5% 0.3%
Demodulator 5.0% 1.0%
Amplifier 1. 0% 0.2%
RSS Total 5. 7% 1.06%
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generated at 30 degrees elevation and 60 degrees azimuth (worst case
measurements) would be

0.014 x 60

max 0. 84 degrees

0.0i4 x 30

'nmax 0.42 degrees.

Errors Due to Mechanical Misalignment. Mechanical mis-
alignment results in two types of errcr. rst, the actual input is
reduced by the cosine of the misalignment angle in one axis and is
increased by the sine of the misalignment angle in the other axis
(azimuth and elevation). Secondly, the sine of this angle generates
cross coupling between axes. Since the first error is small with
respect to scale factor errcrs, it is neglected in this analysis, For
condition A, the error is

€ = 0.54 degrees,
CC30

For condition B the errors are

Pitch: ‘CCY = 1.08 degrees

0. 54 degrees.

1]

Yaw: J
CC“

Acceleration Generated Frrors. To determine worst case
acceleration errors, it was sssumed that worst case constituted
45 degrees roll and 30-g-seconds net during any one period. Since
the acceleration sensitive drift is 0. 02 deg/sec/g (Table XII), the
error is

‘= 0.02 x 30 x sin 45° = 0, 42°,

Total Errors at Integrator Input. These errors are shown in
Table XIV. For condition A (system normalized after target sighting),
the total RSS syetem error at the integrator input for a 30° angle in
asimuth or elevation is

E = 0,69 degree.
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Table XIV. Total Errors at Integrator Input

Source Error (deg)
e S S ==
r Case A (Azimuth and Elevation)

Steady State (30 sec) 0.037 !
Scale Factor and Linearity 0. 42
Mechanical Misalignment 0.54
Total RSS Error 0.069 ‘
Case B Elevation Azimuth “
Steady State (5 min) 0.38 0.38 j"
Scale Factor and Linearity 1.2¢ 0.84
Acceleration 0.42 0.42
Mechanical Misalignment 1.62 1.08
Total RSS Error 2. 13 1. 48

For condition B (system normalized bhefore but within 5 minutes of
target detection), the RSS system error for angles of 60° and 30°
(worst case), respectively, is

- bd o
.tot = &.13
elev

Ctot = 1. 48°.
ar

Since these errors are greater than the £10 miiiiradians (0.58°)
allowable for system error, and since integrator, Fuler angle computer,
and torquing amplifiers were not considered, this system was not
deemed feasible for continuing analysis,

Other System F.rrors. Before termination of this section,
several statements regarding cther errors and sensitivities should
be noted. Euler angle computation is a necessary part of this scheme.
Such computation is necessary because of the three deyree-of-freedom
of head motion used to point the helmet along a two degree-of-freedom
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vector in space, The ability to roll the head about the aircraft
coordinate system forces some sort of transformation between head
attitude and aircraft coordinate system, The resulting line of sight
in azimuth and elevation is measured by determining the direction of
the head, i.e., the transformation between the head i vector and the
aircraft coordinate frame, Errors in the gyros, alignment, and
amplifiers located before the integrators in the eystem will then be
spread into all three axes in the Euler angle computer and appear in
the computed azimuth and elevation angles. To these must be added
the errors in computation of azimuth and elevatior angles and gyro
torquing amplifier errors.

To overcome the excessive errores developed here, attitude
gyros of a type whose accuracy is comparable to body mounted
attitude gyros used in strapped-down attitude refererce systems would
have to be developed. The goal of such a design is to successfully
miniaturize the gyros for mounting on a helmet without loss of attitude
accuracy. Along with gain in accuracy, dynamic error caused by the
three integrators would be eliminated. However, mounting errors
would still play a significant roie in such a system.

Mechanical Linkage (Pantograph) System, Errors in pantograph
[inkage system can be attributed to three sources:

1. Linkage errors,
2. Helmet-to-aircraft coordinate transforrnation errors, and
3. Installation errors.

An error analysis was performed at Sperry (Univac) by physical
measurement of errors in the pantograph and theoretical errors in the
coordinate transformation device,.

Installation tirrors. These errors are determined by physical
alignment of the reticle in the sighting device with the receptacle at
the rear of the helmet. This was determined to be adjustable to
within 2 milliradians by the manufacturer.

Pantograph (Linkage) Errors. The linkage contains four
resolvers. Measurement of positioning data was made via tneodolite
and a special test fixture. To facilitate the reading of the angles
resulting from positioning the theodolite to some angular position in
space, two follow-up servos were used to duplicate the deflection and
elevation sightiiigz angles. They in turn positioned dials from which
the linkage elevation and deflection angles were read. [naccuracies
of the theodolite, linkage adapter, and focllow-up servos are inherently
included in the data.
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The volume of space in which the linkage can operate is quite
large, For instance, a longitudinal movement equal to the length of
the linkage raiis is possible, Lateral movements equal to the length
of the linkage arm and verticle movements equai to the length of the
arm are possible. To obtain a measure of accuracy for a typical
volume of space, the theodolite was positioned to five diffierent loca-
tions., Figure 44 indicates the relative positions of the theodolite.

The standard deviation for any angular position within the volume
was calculated to be

1/2

n
3 (xi- %8
=1 = 3.95 mils

v, . .
l.inkage = ol

Computer Errors. The only error considered here was analog
to digital conversion error, since errors due to computation are
included in the pantograph system test fixtures. The analog to digital
converter has a 13 bit register with a 3¢ accuracy equal to 0, 1 percent
of full scale, z1 bit truncation. The deflection register will have a full
scale value proportional to 90 degrees or 1600 mils, therefore,

(0. 1%) (1600 mils) 1. 6 mils and

"

¢ A-D converter = 0.533 mils %1 bit.

The least significant bit has 1 value of (1/4096) (1600 mils) = 0.392
mils if one bit is reserved for the sign of the angle, hence,

oA-D converter = 0,533 + 0.392 = 0.925 mils, and

XA-D converter = 0.
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Figure 44. Volume of Space
for Sighting Operation
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Total System Errors. Combining all these deviations, we can
find the total system standard deviation. This represents the RMS
error of the Sperry helmet sight system as follows:

dz'l‘otal cAfD + rrz Installation +az Linkage,

(0.925)2 + (2.0)% +(3.95), and

o Total 5. 44 Milliradians

Light Source and Sensor System

Introduction. This section deals with the error analysis of the
Honeywell helmet sight concept. It has been abstracted from Honeywell
Document 12536-05-046-001-D(A) — an error analysis which was
developed for Lockheed, California Company as a portion of Honeywell's
work on the Cheyenne helicopter helmet sight. Although the helmet
sight concept has evolved since this analysis was made, it is felt that
hardware changes since that time do not significantly alter the error
analysis. This analysis includes errors contributed by both coupling
and sight devices,

Figure 45 shows the helmet sight system and its five major
subsystems:

1. Man,

2. Helmet Sight and Sensor Assembly (HSSA),

3. Light Source Assembly (LSA),

4, Sensor Electronics Assembly (SEA), and

5. Angle Conversion Unit (ACU),

The desipn specification for the system requires that the static
error of the azimuth and elevation angle outputs, in aircraft axes,

shall not exceed x10 mrad. The error budget for the system has been
set as follows:

HSSA 3 mrad.
LsSA
Internal Errors 9 mrad,
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Figure 45. Error Sources in Helmet Sight System

F.xternal Errors 1.5 mrad. /axis

Second Order Effects 2.5 mrad.

tielmet Sight and Sensor Assembly Frrors. The HSSA errors
are two-{old:

I. Mechanical repeatability error associated with unstowiny the
reticle projection combiner and

tw

Sensor potition error due to misalignment between eyepiece
line of sight and § vector (see Figure 46).

Repeatability error is a function of the snap-to-fit tolerance of

the combiner relative to the helmet sight bracket. The resulting error
is defined as

96

rr— —




LOS

Figure 46. Eyepiece Alignment

Ith=2", w=0.5", and a 1| mil maximum ezror is desired, then
tolerances on h and w are 0. 002" and 0, 0005", respec:iively. Note that
increasing h and w decrease the repeatability error.

Sensor position error depends on finding the active centers of the
photo sensors. The magnitude of the error is the positional tolerance
divided by the distance between the photo sensors. That is,

1 N
_ Az 4Xa . aY -9.9 b,
Beo = =5 +93 8v= =g~ *°75 Cos e
where
1
sma:-zns—al and sin ¥ ='§§?.":: :
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Note that increasing sensor separation S decreases sensor position
error, As an example, if vensor separation S = 8'', a= 300, ¢= 30°,
and location of active element and mounting accuracy = 0, 008" in each
direction,

0.008" 0.008"

Ao = SES- 4 - = 0,001 +0.0005" = 1.5 mil

, . 9,008" 0.008" ) ,

av: 8" + 2 x 8" x cos 300 = 0,001" +0, 0057
< 1,57 mil,

Light Source Assembly Errors. The LSA provides the reference
betwoen alrcralt axes and the pilot's line of sight. LSA errors are
two-fold:

1. External mounting error due to misalignment between air-
craft 2xes and intendead location of the LSA and

2. Internal LSA error due to mirror alignment error (highly
critical), angle measurement error, and source locaticn
errnr,

In Figure 47, axis Z is vertical and in the plane of the rotating
lights, Axis Y is at the midpoint between and parallel to the axes of
the rotating lights, Axis X is perpendicular to the Y-Z plane and is
at the intersection of the Y and Z axes.

Recall that the maxirmum alignment error is 1. 5 mrad about each
axis, yieiding a one-sigma errcr of 0. 5 mrad. The one-sigma errors
in ¢ and o due to alignment errors about each axis of the 1LSA are

Angular error about Z axis:

A\Pl" 0.5 mrad.

L]

AO!’ = 0

Angular error about Y axis:

As"l = 0
o

3
ylo

0.5 |1 - Cos (¢ +45) mrad.
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Figure 47. LSA Ccordinator
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Angular error about X axis:

Al = 0

A

) 0.5Cos ( * 45) mrad.

Internal iL.SA errors arise from the manufacturing process anad
ar= basically due to errors in mirror alignment. angle measurament,
and scurce location,

The mirro~ alignment errors is the Achilles Heel of the helmet
sight system, based on realizable tolerances. Mirror errors are
defined in terms of a rctation from the mirror normal 4s shown in
Figure 48 where,

ANGX = misalignment to top mirror about axis between -Z and
+X,

ANGY = misalignment to top mirror about LoA Y-axis,

EXXX - misalignment of bottom mirror about axis between, and
-X and -2

EYYY = misalignirent of bottom mirrcr about LSA Y -axis.

These rotations are measured aizout the cen*er point of the mirror
which are cirectly in line witls the light beamn when the motor is at
zero angle., These mirror errors arise during manufacturing due to
indexing from the 1.SA refere:ce surface =5 obtain the 45° mirror
angie. This corresponds to errors ANGY and EYYY of the top and
bottom mirrors. Angular ¢ rors ANGX and EXXX of ti.ese mirrors
arise due to the run-out of the machine as it makes a traverse cut
a'ong the vV axis.

Angular measurement errors are random, and their effect upon
system accuracy is depr 2nt or the cockpit confipuration. These
errors are due to uncer ties in the LSA motor speed, finite detector
size, variations in rise time, variaticns in light beam edge definition,
and variation in mirror surfaces., E+Tor sensitivity expressions
relating y and o to 6, €, 83, €4 (angles between !1.5A reference axis




ERROR SOURCES FOR MIRRORS AND SIOE VIEW OF LSA SHOWING
MCTOR AXIS L OCATION OEFINITION OF INTERNAL
ERRORS

45 « ANGLE X

, S2E ()

\ SZE (1) + ANGLE X
(_90 + EYYY nz
4

LSA Y

Figure 48. Error Sources for Mirrors
and Motor Axis Location

and HSSA photo sensors) may be obtained by partial differ.ntiation
which yieidas:

2
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Dz tan Oz
aod, =} ——m—=. AO‘-

KS cos o

2
_ A -1 '
A"'Ol " KScosa [co-¢+ tan Y tan @ tan 6, A8,

z r
Lyg - B ! -
82  KScosa cos § tan ¢ tan a tan 94J oLF R
2 [ ]
A‘P = C - 1 -
6, KScosa |cos ¢ tan § tan o tan BIJ AB3. and
Ay D2 -1
84 ° KScosa | cos § + tan Yy tan a tan Bz] A84'

é

where A and B are the distance from the lower light source to the fore
and aft photo sensors, respectively, and C and D are the distances from
the upper light dource to the fore and aft photo detectors, respectively.
Note that decreasing the iight source distance to the helmet (A, B, C,
D) decreased angular measurement urror,

Laboratory experiments have shown one-sigma error on 48] =
462 = A®3 = AB4 = 0. 408 mrad. The above equations were evaluated
for K=6". S=8", 0s¥ 590° and the results arc shown in Figure 49.

The last major LSA contributor is the source locatic error,
which is the error in locating the motor axis. An error in locating the
motor axis by an arnount CX along the LSA X-axis (Figure 50) results
in an error of 2 CX, i.e.,

K! - 2¢cx+K

The system error is then

2CXe
4 = g

2CX¥
a K
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Figure 49. Error Equation Soluticn

Figure 50. LSA Side View

If the motor axis is positioned along the LSA Z-axis, such that the
motor is not centered between the two mirrors, the effect is equivalent
to a misalignment of the LSA about its Y-axis. This misalignment is
an angle equal to 2 CZ/K and results from the position error cf the
virtual sources,

A simulated LSA error model has been analyzed by Honeywell.
Table XV gives the error coefficients used in the analysis,

The elevation error for the various error sources is

Ao = (-0.1+0.135 is) SX - 0.675 (—9—-“—5)“

+[-0.4+03 & (Laii)]Ax 1.35 («‘LJ‘—S-) AY
+ o4+o4f5(“"5)
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Table XV, Designation of Error Sources

h

Nameao

CcX
HEP
HEY
EPMP
EPMY
ANGX
ANGY

EXXX

EYYY
S1E(1)
S1E(2)
S1E(3)
S2E (1)
SZ2E (2)
S2FE (3)
SAXX
SAYY
SAZZ
FILASE
COMPE

2.CD

Corre-
sponding

Error Source

Coefficient

Y23

b o e - — - -

S T AT R S T S b

LSA lens holder positicn error in X

Human error in pitch

Human error in yaw

Eyepiece in pitch

Eyepiece repeatadility in yaw

Top mirror misalignment abocut LSA X-axis
Top mirror misalignment about LSA Y-axis

Bottom mirror misalignment about LSA X and
Z axis

Bottom mirror misalignment about LSA Y axis
Sensor 1 mechanical position error in X
Sensor 1| mechanical position error in Y
Sensor 1| mechanical position e¢rror in Z
Source location error in X

Source location error in Y

Source location error in 2

L.SA misalignment about X axis

LSA misalignmeut about Y axis

LSA misalignment about Z axis

LSA motor speed error

Computer truncation ervor

Zero reference detector position error
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) a :_;‘}_5_)
+[o.3 2.25 3% 0.78(45 ]EY

4+ 0.48 FLSAE + 30 (-?-4‘5 45 ) ZCD

which can be written
Ada= (0.1 ¢+ 0.003»«’)\‘18 - (0.675 + 0.0lS-a)‘,‘lq
+(-0.4 -0.0la + 0.000220»»)\‘6 +(1.35 - 0.0Ev)‘t’,]
+(0.4 - 0.01330 + 0.000300« )YQ
+(1.08 - 0.0752 - 0.0175«)\‘10 + C7.48Y21

+(-30 + 0.66,7;)‘/)3

+0.1330Y .
The elevation error for the LLSA 15 of the form

Ao - \ - .
l+x20 +x3v+\40’
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This model can be seen to include the eff
SEA error. Itis a complete characteri
error. A summary of system errors i

ects of HSSA error and
zation of the system azimuth
8 given in Table XVI.

The azimuth errcr for the various LSA error sources is

Ay =

2
2.2 4 1.5(“4‘5“5) ‘AX +2.3 £ Ay

2
L« 45 o [y - 45
+lz.4+1.5(—1———45 ) + 30(45 )Jax

+('!.6 - 7.2 -;;'15 +0.9

V- 45 a
+ 54 (‘-‘TS——) FIL.SAE - 4.8 30 ZCD

v - 45 o
+7.78(45 )CX-O.% *3-6- Ccz,

which can be written

Ay = lz.z + 0.00074 \Pz - 0.06664 + 1.494 ’Y() + (0.0760)Y7

+

(2 aw
2.4 +6.00074%" . 0.666v + 1.498 + 1350 - 0.0330}\/9

+(716 - 0. 154 + 0.030) Yio

$L2e - 54)Y, - G160 (zCD)

0173w - 7.785)y . 0.032, Yiq

The azimuth error for the [.SA 13 of the form

a- piopzooﬂjv'»u";.
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Sensor Electronic Assembly Error. Relative to the remainder of the
system, the SEA is nearly error free. SEA errors are

1, Error in digitizing the pick-off signal and
2. Error in rounding-off computed output angle.

Errors Resulting from Use of Display or Reticle, In this section,
the errors developed in pointing the helmet with reticle at the target
are examined, Included in pointing errors are line of sight errors
generated by the sight and human errors due to head tracking. For
the sight errors, two devices were investigated - a helmet sight

of the type proposed by either Honeywell or Univac and the Hughes
helmet mounted display.

Helmet Mounted Reticle Errors. Errors generated in the
Honeywell Helmet Sight and Sensor Assembly were discussed pre-
viously, The errors were shown to be caused by mechanical
repeatability associated with unstowing the reticle projection combiner
{Aa) and sensor position error due to misalignment between the eye-
piece line of sight and the S vector (AY). Results of this analysis
showed that:

Aa 1.5 milliradian and

Ay 1. 57 milliradian,

1}

The Sperry sight reticle was not subjected to a detailed analysis.
The manufacturers claim that alignment can be made to within 3 milli-
radians by individual adjustment of the reticle (which is focused at
infinity) and another infinity focused reticle mounted on the fixture
holding a magnetic latch between the linkage and the helmet.

Helmet Mounted Display Reticle Errors. In the optics design
for a HMD discussed earlier, an on-axis reflective system was
determined to be best. The reticle can either be permanently fixed
on the eyepiece or projected on the eyepiece via the CRT and optics.
Errors for sighting using either approach are of the two types seen
in the reticle systems: 1) unstowing and misalignment errors and
2) parallax errors. If the reticle is fixed on the eyepiece, errors
will be the same as those previously discussed. Worst case
parallax errors for a displayed reticle were determined to be 1.1 milli-
radians for vertical error and 0. 02 milliradians for horizontal errors.
Using data for the Honeywell unstowing and misalignment errors, the
worat case RMS errors become

2 2 1/2
‘VI-IRT = (1.57° 4+ 1.19) = 1,86 milliradians

2 2 12
‘tiorpz, = (1577 +0.02%) = 1.57 milliradians
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Therefore, the addition of display parallax errors do not significantly
contribute to overall system error, A CRT generated reticle would
also incur deflection system errors,

Other Errcr Sources Not Covered in This Analysis

Human Tracking Error. This error source does not vary among
the three techniques for angle pickoff or the twe techniques for sight.-
ing. In all cases, the sight is used to position the helme: x axis aiong
the line of sight vector to the target. Static errors contr.buted by
helmet misfit were not studied. lHelmet attitude can be picked off by
any one of the three angle pickoff techniques and converted by a suitable
scheme (Euler angle conversion) to aircraft coordinates. Thus, the
direction of the helmet x-axis (the i unit vectsr) in aircraft crordinatos
yields azimuth (1) and elevation (¢) angies (see Figure 51). Human
tracking error is dependent or. how well the human can 1) position the
helmet over the line of sight vector to a target and 2) track the target
(or the line of sight vector).

This is a dynamic error dependent upon target angular rate.

Results of tracking studies are shown in Figures 52 and
53. They illustrate the relationship between radial sighting error

b4

- L9Y

v

Figure 51. Helmet and Aircraft Coordinate Systems
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and target angular rate, Figure 52 shows the degree to which results
of flight test data correspond to laboratory studies. Figure 53 shows
the differences between experienced and inexperienced operators.
Worst case tracking error is of the order of 0.3 £3,0 degrees. This is
from flight tests with total hardware error included.

Windscreen Errors. These errors have not been investigated
as windscreen dats is not available for analysis.

Pointing Accuracy of Sensor Devices. Since errors generated
in Euler angle conversion to azimuth and elevation were not determined
for this analysis, errors of this nature are not included. Errors
Renerated in computation of command azimuth and «levation line of
night errors for a sensor sys‘em are of two types. First, there

exist errors due to compuiation, that is, errcrs arise due to roundoff
of compuied numbers (the choice of Euler angles sets from among the
12 possible sets and eiements in the computer). Secondly, ihere are
crosscoupling errors due to the conversion from helmet to aircraft
coordinate aystems. These errors depend directly upon the pick-off
device used.

Results and Conclusions

Helmet Mounted Rate Gyro System. £Earlier in this Section, it
was shown that the system error amounted to approximately 2 degrees.
This large errqe plus the requirement for fraquent realignment of the
system clearly demonstrates the impracticality of this approach when
compared to the other two systems.

Pantograph Technique. The total =rror for the pantograph,
or direct coupling, scheme is given by

1/2

€ = 1
tot

)

. + + o .
iinkage 'comp installation

; 1/2
= (3.95% 4+ (0.925)% + 29

5.44 milliradians ( le¢)




Photo Optical Technique, Taking into consideration the practical
limits of mechanical tolerances, alignment accuracy, and the electronic
timing and computer accuracy, the system will measure the attitude of
the sight within 8, 05 milliradians (30).

Sight‘.n}System. When sighting systems are considered with
helmet attitude measurement sy tems, the errors are found to b«
similar for both the pantograph and photo-optical systems. For the
pantograph technique,

1/2

Z+32)

(16. 39

‘ror

6. 20 milliradians,
For tho Honeywell technique, the error was shown to be

‘TOT = 8. 05 milliradians.

Addition of a helmet mounted display adds 1. 1 milliradians to the
vertical axis, causing the total error to increase to

"I’OT = 8.12 milliradians.

As a conclusion, the direct coupled and plito-optical systems meet the
10 milliradiane requirement of the system, and selection must be based
on other criteria. The results are oummarized in Table XVII,

Table XVII, Error Analysis Results

i e e e < e e e o <o 1 ———

System Azimuth Error Flevation Error

Gyro Technique > degree > ! degree
6.20 mils

Photo-optical Technique H.05 mils H.05 mils

Pantograph Technique $.20 mils 6.20 mils

Additional P rror Due 1,12 mils 0.02 mitls

to Display

(Parallax Only)

O SSUN RO S -
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Recommendations

Of the three candidate line of eight pick-off systems investigated,
the light source and sensor syetern is recommended. Table XViil
sun ‘narizes the relative meri’s of the devices considered.

The major drawback to the rate gyro system :s the large error
which varies with time and would require frequent reestablishment of
the initial conditions. Since a gyro is referenced to the earth’s gravi-
tational field, aircraft flight parameters such as pitch, roll, and yaw
must enter into the calculations which would contribute additional
errors.

The mechanical linkage system developed by Sperry is simple in
design and is appropriate for applications where pilot ejection from the
aircraft is not a consideration (such as a helicopter). For a high per-
formance aircraft, the linkage could constitute a severe safety hazard
in the event of emergency ejection.

The light source and sensor system ([Joneywell) meets the

accuracy requirements, does not present a safety hazard, and is
considered to be a moderate development risk system.
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SECTION V1

RECOMMENDED HELMET MOUNTED DISPLAY/SIGHT
SYSTEM DESIGN

In arriving at the optimum system configuration for a combination
display and sight, the following elements must be considered:

1. CRT,

2. Optics,

3. Electrical and mechanical design, and
4, Line of sight pick-off technique.

Within each element, tradeoffs and analyses have been conducted as a
means of arriving at the optimum configuration,

The recommended helmet mounted display/sight is illustrated
in Figures 54 and 55. It consists of a Honeywell-type light source and
sensor pickoff device for measuring the helmet line of sight, a
CR 3015 CRT for the display device, and on-axis reflective optics for
presenting the collimated display to the pilot. Figure 55 is an artist's
conception of the physical configuration,

All of the CRTs evaluated met the basic ps:iformance
requirements and were, therefore, acceptable. The CR 3015 was the
only unit available with the CRT and deflection yoke potted in the shield
as an integral unit. The mechanical requirements for the systemn make
the deflection yoke size and weight as important as the CRT charac-
teristics. On this basis, the CR 3015 was selected,

in arriving at the optimum optical configuration, primary
emphasis was placed on field of view, large exit pupil, light weight,
and low optical errors. The preliminary optical design indiccted that
the on-axis reflective type was the only approach that would fulfill all
of the requirements.

Primary consideration in the selection of the line of sight pick-off
technique was given to accuracy and safety. While both the Honeywell
and Sperry tochniques meet the accuracy requirements, it is felt that
the Sperry rystem utilizing mechanical linkages and a bar constitute
a potential safety hazard in an aircraft such as the F-15,
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SECTION VII
RECOMMENDED FUTURE RESEARCH

This study has analyzed and studied general designs, applicaticns,
and problems of a helmet mounted sight/display system. The results
of tiris work point favorably to the potential use of such a system in
advanced tactical aircraft, Both the applications, analyses, and labor-
atory/fiight test evaluations have bounded the questions which must be
answered for the development of a HMD/HMS system to proceed to
operational employment, The next step in research and development
for such systems must evaluate specific design parametars as they
relate to the projected applications. To accomplish this goal, Hughes
recommends a laboratory research program which can investigate a
number of paramaters across a broad range of values within the con-
text of real world tasks, and a design optimization study for HMS/HMD
clectrical, mechanical, and optical configuratioa design.

LABORATORY RESEARCH

It is recommended that the research not be tied to a specific
helmet sight/display. The reason for this is that using a specific
helmei Jdisplay or displays would seriously limit the variables and
range of values that could be studied. Furthermore, if specific dis-
plays were used, it would be extremely difficult to determine the
interaction effects of the variables that need to be studied. For
rescarch of this type, the interactions are often more important taan
the main effects with respect to event..al system design. In order to
provide the ranpe of variables and interactiona among these variables,
the apparatus must provide fiaxibility not afforded by existing helme?
mounted cathode ray tube displays.

The parameters and their range which should be atudied are
listed in Table VII-1. The iaboratory studies would provide data to:

1. Determine HMS/HMD optimum design values,

2. Provide preliminary performance data on the use of a
HMS/HMD, and

3. Evaluate basic psychological aud psychophysical questions
concerning the use of a HMS/HMD.

All the potential applications developed during the study (27 separate
potential applications) could not be individually investigated in a
laboratory research program because ({ the magnitude of such a
program. Moreover, the program should not be specific to & particular
aircralt system; it should have general application to any numbaer of
aircraft systems which could profit by a helinet sight/dieplay system.
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Table XIX,

Study Parameters ior Recommended
Laboratory Research Frogram

Pararaler

Monocular versus
biocular HMS/HMD

Degree of HMD
occulsion

CRT brightness

Brightness contrast

Gray Scale

Color and color
contrast

Depth of Fo-us

Field of view and
Magnification

Parameter Range

Monocular versus
biocular

Completely occluded
to 50 percent light
transmission

1 to 1000 ft. lamberts

2:1 to 30:1 (Highlight
brightness to black
level}

2t 12

Dichroic lens effect
Phosphor color

Collimated from e
te 1 ft.

25° - 60° diaplay
FOV, lower limit
on magnification 0.8

Comments

Biocular may be
better fo- low level
signal detecticn tasks

Optimum amount of
occlusion is dependent
on tube brightness and
arabient light

Vary ambient light
intensity 10,0600 ft. L
to 0.01 ft. L.

Dependent on CRT
brightness contrast
factors

Separation of images
by hue contrast may
may reduce brightness
ccntrast requirements

May affect tendency
for binocular rivalry
to occur

Upper limit on mag-
nification dependent
on the type of task

[t is, therafore, recommended tha: general classcs of applications or

tasks be studied with the parameters listed in Tal.le XIX.

general taais should encompass:

These

1. Use of the HMS as an acquisition and tracking device as for
head-up air-to-air and air-to-ground acquisition,

2. Use of the HMD as a sensor display as for Walleye and
Maverick TV dispiay,
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3. Use of the KMD as an information display as for tactical
electronic warfare data display or a chart/map information
display, and

4. Use of a combined HMS/HMD as a sensor pointing device
and sensor display as for low altitude riavigation and landing
using FLIR or TV, or as for Maverick weapon delivery,

The recommended laboratory research would provide basic design
and system capability data fcr general applications. This research
should be followed by a second research prograr.a using specific
HMS/HMD equipment based on the design duta developed in the first
program, The objective of the second research phase would be to
evaluate particulayr HMS/HMD designs for specific advanced tactical
aircraft system tasks. Finally, selecied design(s) should be subjected
to flight test evalusation for final verification and collection of periorm-
ance data in the actual operational environment,

DESIGN OPTIMIZATION

As a result of the analysis and tradeoffs, a recommended design
approach has beer presented. While a preliminary design does ¢ xist,
it remains to be optimized for maximum performance and suitable
mechanical configuration, In particular, the areas that require a more
detail design for the purpose of optimization are 1) optics, 2) exit
pupil, 3) distribution of the weight, 4) latching device, and 5) retrac-
tion device. The interplay of the mechanical, optical, and human
elements must result in a final configuration which has minimum
weight, minimum complexity, minimum adjustments, and maximum
utility.
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