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© EGAGBE-CO | 31 July 1970
SUBJECT: Operationel Report - Lessons Llearmed, 58Cth Engincer Battalion

1o SECTICN 4, CPERATIONS: Significant Activities

(L 1

(Construction), Period Tading, 31 Jul, 1570, RCS CSFOR-65(R2)

e d Headquar Co (K

(1) The company fimctioned in its normel mission of providing
support to the Battalion Headquarters during the period of this
report, Training was confined to the Battalion master training
schedule, Special classes were scheduled and conducted when it
was felt that additional training was needed to help us accomplish
our mission more effectively,

(2) The utilities section cantinued to improve the living
conditiong in the Battalion area by performing light construction
and minor repairs, In the Headquarters Company and BOQ area, all
existing revetments which were made of 1" lLwmber siding containing .
a core of sand vere replaced by 55 gellon drums filled with sand,

(3)e The water point at C Company in Song Pha produced 344,000
gallans of weter during the reporting period, The water point
at Song Mo supporting and element of B Company and an element
of 2/1 Cavalry, preduced 329,000 gallons of water during the
reporting pericd, :

Comrzr A

(1) During the reporting period, A Company's industrial complex
was expanded by the addition of & Picneer lModel 300 roll crusher
wnit and a Cedar Repids iPhsoil stabiligation plant, The 300
wit was required in order to produce the 1%;-"(-3 aggregate
needed to feed the stabiliration plant,

(2) Paving operations for this periocd included paving 5,45
IHlometers of doutle lane asphaltic concrete on highway Ql-11

in "Good View Fass" &nd 9,36 kilometers, double land, on

highway QI-1, A Cedar Rapids paver, modcl 3SF2, wes added to the
paving trein ard vith nminer maintemancc hias shown very good
performnce in all vypes of paving conditions, The BarbarwGreene
Si=35 paver which was used in eariier paving operations has been
retained 23 a back-up paver, For approxicately ane month during
the reporting period the SA-35 was loaned to the 577th Engineer
Battalion (Construction) for use in their AR, It has been returned .
since that time and is now planned to be used with the paving train
operating out of B Company's industrial crirlex.

(3) The asphalt plant has been operational for practically the
entire reporting period, It was inoperative for three days while
screens were replaced in the grndation control wnit, Continwus
vibration and heat fron the aggregate had worn or broke these
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EGACEF-CO _ “ 31 July 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report ~ lessons Learned, 589th Engineer Battalion
(Construction), Period Ending, 31 July 1970, RCS-CSFOR-65(RZ)

screens enough to render them ineffective in gradation eontrol,
During the last half of the period when frequent rains hampered
road construction, more time than usual was availabls for plant
maintenance, Efforts made during that time to improve the
efficiency of the plant included enlarging of the aggregate

feed hoppers by welding extensions to the flanges, This resulted
in reducing the spillage of aggregate during the loading process,
It was found that the edge molding on the pugmill door and paddle
tips in the pugmill could be fabricated fron steel stock on hand,
These fabricated parts were used to replace worn parts as replace-
ment parts were not on hand, The malfimctioning of a pressure
rellef value in the hydraulic system was solved by substituting
a fluid with higher viscosity (OE 30) for the previously used
hydraulic fluid (CH 10), With an increase in precipitation, the
need to keep the aggregate piles dry (especially the 4"(=) or
fines) was observed, Membrane surfacing (36'x100?) 18 now being
used to protect the aggreagate. ' '

(4) Because of a shortage of M7 and availability of other
cutbacks, a substitution for MC70 has been made, 200/300 has
. been used to finish the shoulders on QL.11, The 200/300 was
-dedrumied in one melter at the asphalt plant and heated to .
- approximately 250 degrees F to facilitate loading and distribution,
However, it has been noted that all equipment must be cleaned out
irmediately or the 200/300 hardens sufficiently to clog both pumps
and spray bars of the distributors. g

(5) An agphaltic soil stabilization plant has been erected at

the industrial complex site, Assembly of its components was
completed prior to the emd of the reporting period, Initial
calibration of the plant was supervised by an’edvisor from the
Quintom-Budlong firm; samples were collected and tested by the
quality control laboratory of the battalion S=3 section,
Additional tests will be conducted before full scale operation

of ‘the plant beging, Local civilian hire personnel are assisting
In the dedrw:iing operation, 4s night shift dedrumming will be - »
pequired to support increased plant operation, lights are belng
Installed for that activity, .

(6) During the reporting period btlast rook was crushed into the
following amounts of aggregate:

Bese Gourne (33"(-)) | 19,479 u

dgphalt aggregate (1"(~) 4"(+) 2,485 ou yd
Asphalt aggregate (3" (=) .4?783 cu yd
TOTAL PRODUCTICU 56,747 cu yd
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EGACBE-GO 31 Ty 197
SUBJECT: Operational Report ~ Lessons Learned, 589th Engineer Battalion
(Construction), Period Ending, 31 July 1970, RCS-CSRCR-65(RZ)

Eerly in the period a sipgnificant amount of wnscheduled rmain.
tenance was required which slowed production, JAmong the notable
items requiring down time were readjustmont of shaker box and
replacanent of V=belts on the secondary wmit, The V=8 engine on
the 42 wnit was replaced and new batteries were installed on all
engines, Now pheck plates fof thc socondary unit were made to
replace worn-ont plates snd the crusher!s rolls were built up
by welding with the Stoody Automactic Welder., New belts were
ingtallei on three conveyors, An enlarged and more corplete
PLL has been established for the quarry which should help to
cliifriitc  down time waiting for high mortality parts to become
available,

(7) During June night shift operations begrn at the quarry,
Whereas there had been one day crusher shift and one night=time
mrintenance shift before, now both shifts operate approximately
9 hours each with 2 hours maintenance time for each shift, 4
quota system hzs been implemented so that when the weekly quota
is met, crushing operations cease and an eight hour mintenance
period beging. This allows mejor maintenance to be done at least
once a week,

(8) & new air intake system is in the process of being installed
at the quarry, One central intake stack, measuring 17" dia. by
60 £t high has been erccted, This stack will scrvice the engines
of the primary, socondary, and tertiary crushers and will double
as a pole for lighting fixtures. The control box for clectrical
corponents at the quarry has been nownted ir a conex to provide .’
shelter fren noisture and dust, DBlast rock is temporary being
pushed by a D9 dozer to within scooploader operating distance of
the primary feed hopoer. This ensbles tho blast rock to be loaded
into the hopper without the usc of the Buclid durp trucks of
which two of the threce on hand are deadlincd,

(9) The 300 crusher unit which has been installed at the quarry
sity has been modified to meet present requirements by by-passing
the screening unit. Beads have been welded at six-inch intervals
on each of the stiorth rolls teo wnable the rolis to pull larger
A" ggprogate througn and tvherefcre prevent bulld=up of aggregate
ebove the rolls,

{10) The direet support maintenance platoon complotod 223 job
orders of a totel of 284 job orders for the reporting period
leaving 61 job orders not corpleted at the end of the period.
‘The increese of job orders left cpen comparad to 34 at the end
of the last pexriod is duc to a large mumber cf requisitions that
are still in the "dus out" category, Parts which have remrined
eritical throughout the reporting J)eriod are?
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EGACBR.CO

31 July 1970

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 589th Engineer Battalion

Ce

(Construetion), Period Eniing, 31 July 1970, RCS-CSROR-65(RZ)

Engine, 10 ton 2815-910-.8218
Engine, 440 HA Grader 2815-071=-7904,
Engine, 3// ton - 2805-649-8545
Transmission, 5 ton durp 2520-973-4036
Transfer case, 5 ton dury: 25209734087
Carrier w/bcaring, 10 ton 2520-602-6304
Repair kit, D-7B dozer 5330-948-4039
Transnission seal, track drill 3820-898-4791
Engine, 4 ton 2805-678-1820
Transnission, 4+ ton ' 25206781808
Differential, + ton 2520=678-3123

{(11) The battalion ASL section is 2OW authorized 4578 line items
with a gero balance of 11,8% (539 itens). 4286 fringe itoms are on

~ hand, This is an increase in ASL line items and is due to pick uwp

376 itens in the IMG program, There have been 202 red ball requests

- submitted with 57 fillsd, 122 due out, and 23 cancelled.

Corrany B

(1) During this reporting period, Company B continued to put primery

effort into completion of their imdustrial conplex set up and final
greding and organization of their base camp, Nuwrous operaticral

-support rissions were assigned to. the company, most of which have

now bcen completed, Effort towards upgrading of highway QL1 was
reduced by the priority of other projects but the company was able

to continue culvert construction and to return to fill and base course
work at the end of the reporting period, Due to a change in TOE

-and the fornation of a 31 man provisional esyphalt platoon, B Company's

personnel strength increased from 115 nen on 1 May to 173 men on 15
July 1970. Tho increase in parsomnel provided adequate staffing in
2]l platomms and sections except tho First anl Secomd vertical '
construction platoms, which are cwrently 66% and 41% understrength,
respectively, frequently causing culvert and other vertical
construction to bo delayed.

(2) Base cemp development encompassed improvihg drainage, construction
of a 192'x40' metal frame raintenance building, interior road and
noter pool shoping, and devolomient of a fuel supply storege area,
Construction of the motal frame rmintenance bullding was started on 7
July 1970, L totel of 758 yards of select £i11 and 235 yards of base
course was pla.cod to prepare the site. Twenty-two footers, using 18

_yards of ccnereete, heve becn placed, 411 stecl beams and roofing were

erected and 98 cubic yards of conerete was pleced for the floor,
Developnent of® the base canp access roads and 1otor pool was
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EGACBF=CO 31 July 1970

SUBJECT :

Operationel Report - Lessons Learned, 59¢ Oth Engineer Battalion
(Construction), Period &iding, 31 .Iuly 1970 RCS.CSRMR-65 (RZ)

accompliched by placing £00 yards of fl..l and 1000 yardc of the base
cowrse, To case critical fuel re-supply yrellens, a 30,000 gnllon
diescel fuel storare tank farn was constructed, The fam consists of
two 10,000 gallon steel bolted tmks constructed on site and one
iobile 10,000 gallon wheclmmounted tank. The pipe systen provides a
coimon manifold for the tanks with 3 each refueling stan-pipes as
reguired,

(3) The majority of the company effort concentrated on finelizing

the industrizl site cperation, On 19 May 1970, construction was
started to install a 75 TIH sccondary roller mill to produce asphalt
aggrerate, TFiftecn yards of concrete were placed to provide a pad
for the wmit, In crder i feed the 75 TPH wnit a "splitter bex" was
constructed to divide the produce of the 250 TH Cedor Rapids wnit
intc a base course strecam and a 75 TFE unit fecd stream, The splitter
box is constructed of 5/16" plate etal and ccrsists of two rock
ciutes welded together in an inverted "V" with an adjustable "flcpmate'
at the center of the "W, The 75 TH becarmo operationel cn 12 Jwme
1970, GConstruction at the asphalt plant involved placing of 128 yards
of concrcte to cormplete proparation of the plent pad, A1l of the
ccmponent wnits of the 180 THH continous udx plant have beon
installed, The aggregated processing units of the plant have been
checked nochanically, Asphalt and hot oll plumbing has been
installed, Also constructed was a 48! timber bent de=drwgung
platforn, In conjunction with the de-drumiing pletfomn an eartf.

remp to tho height of the dedrmring platforn wes constructed to
facilitate loading of the de-druming platforn, The ramp also |
scrvices as onc side of the asphalt storape area protective berm,

A wmique feature of thie plant is the autoratic ageregate feed,

This is accomplished by means of a tumnel fced buried in the base

of the stock nils whicn feeds o stenderd 54 £t Larber Greené oconveyor,
The feed tunnel was constructed from a reciprocating feeder, FSN
3820-930-0508, housed in a frame constructed of 3" angle iron and
5/16" plate metal. The reciprocating feeder feeds aggregate onto a
horizontal conveyor which is housed in a 72" corrugated metal

pipe. The horizontal feeder feeds the 54 ft Barber Greene conveyor
which elevates the aggregate to the feeder bine of the asphalt

plant. Two separate tunnels were constructed to feed 1" minus

and ¥ minus aggregate. Other construction at the asphalt plant
included a 18! by 60' splitter wall to separate the asphalt

aggregate stockpiles. The splitter wall was constructed by

sheeting creosoted polas with 2" by 12" lumber. A frame shed to

house the hot oll heater was also constructed. The scheduled test

run of the plant will be in the second week of August.
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EGACBE-CO , - . A ~ 31 July 191
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 589th’Engineer Battalion
(Construotion), Period Ending, 31 July 1970, RCS~GSF(R-65(RZ)

(4) Production and use of construction meterial oconsisted of
43,920 oublo yards of 2" rock, 141 oublo yards of 1" rock, and 120 .
owbic yards of 4"(~) rock while the quota fop erusher production
was 99,000 yards of rock for the period, 28,427 cubie yards were
issued to the 61st ARVN ENGR BN and to oompany B projects, Eight
days of crushing time were lost due to installation of the 75 TFH
unit, Difficulties in keeping thetracked rook drills opcretional
continued to be a serious problem in attaining quote produotion,
Crusher feed mterial frequently contalned excossive overburden

and surfece rotk, This material made emcellent baso course, but
the ovarburden, especiaelly when wet, tendod to choke the jaw crusher
and sereening units, It was found that surfroo rocks, with rounded
surfaces and no partial fractures, would not pass through the
orusher as easily as equal sized blast rock, oausing exoessive

down tirme needed for clearing the jaws,

(5)° Progress on construction of QL 1 was retarded somewhat, with
50,386 cubic yards of seleot £111 being plaged, reising 6,2
kilonmeters to grade, 1,11 kllometers of base gourse were placed
and compactod, using 3065 yerds of base oourss, Four 3-barrel,
48-inch, oulverts; one 2-barrel 48.inch oulverd; and onc single
barral, 36" culvert with conerete headwslls were constructed
during this period,

(6) An oparational support project for constructicn of Fire
Base Mike Norton, serving the 5/27 Artillery Battalion, ims
under taken involving preparation of a 74 metar dianeter,

6 = gun position atop a granite hill, Approximmtely 3,000

yards of rock wore blasted and pushed off the poak of the hill
to fam a base for £111, The hill top was videned to 74 meters
by placing 5100 yards of £111 to bring the sioped sides within the
74 neter circia to grade, 4dditionally, a 300.meter road was
constructed to provide access to tho fire bass, Other
construrtion at the fire base incluled placing a 20'x80! ness
hall slad ard oconstruction of a 100! nan shower and’ lataino
facility, Tho effort during this period involved 3,102 mne
hours and 1',1464 oquijment hours, An vperational support
projact invcolved ropair work fer a 5/22 Artillery Battalion
fire base a.t Song Mao was also complsted, 1,840 yaxds of f£ill
was placed .and conpactod to reconstruct 2 parepets for € inoch
guns and 2 parapets for 175m gms, In addition the ready
reserve amrunition Lunkarc wore reconstructed and properly breced
to stand thwe shock of Jarge bors gunsfiring over them,

Drainage comstruction at Camp Blaclhawk hone of the 24 Squadron,
1at Cavelry: wes also included in tho sane vreject,
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Operational Report ~ Lessons Learned, 5¢9th Mngineer Dattalion
(Construotion), Period Erding, 31 July 1970, RCS-CSFCR-65(RZ)

The effort exponded during this period ineluded 1467 mmn hours
and 454 equipment hours, Continous repair of the Song Mao

18A1 matting airfield was accomplished during the périod
requiring cormittnent of Corpany B's 600 amp welder, (this
ocormittnent delayed the availability of a welder for the 3
Company industril area wntil 1 July 1970 when an additional welder
was aoquired), Because of subgrade fallure in several sections of
the airfield, B Corpony reccntly has cormitted additianal
persornel to this effort, During the period two 100 ft

scoticms of the airfield wero stripped and replased, Effort
included 12164 ran hours and 179 equipnent howrs during this -
reporting perlod; the work 1s oontinuing,

Corpanyr C

(1) Dwring the reporting period 1 May 1970 through 31 July 197,
Company C of the 589th Engineer Battalion (Const) was engaged in the
wpeorading of the "Good View Fass" on highway QL.11 fron coordinates
IP 466097 = Dridge 38,26, to coordinates BP 462103 - Bridge 39.00,
and :nintodndrp traffie on QL.11 from coordinates B 619957 =
Bridge #16 to B2'462103 - Bridge #39 (31 kilometars of roadway)
through mintenanco operstions, Dwe to erosion of the showlders aid
ditches betwecen Iridge #16 and Dridge #27, a simnificant anownt of
effort was applied toward reconstructing the ditches and oxpanding
the existing shouwlders to eight feet width in final preperetion for
turning the rood over to tie Ministry of Public Works., Recovery of
¢isabled Allied and civilian vehicles in the AGR continued during
this period. During the reporting period, Ccmpeny C wes also
engaged in the improvement of the buse camp and aaintentiice of
perineter defenses. The "™Mowmtain Movers" of Cawpeny C, were involved
in trodning and opercticns for a totzl of 02 deys,

(2) The upgreding of QL-11 in "Good View Pass" hes been a corbined
effort of the Iorthmoving Mlatoon ani the #wo Goneral Construction
Flateens, During the reporting pericd a total of 14,035 cu yis of
select mterial werc pleced and compacted, 2,080 cu yds of
wmsultable mtoarial removed, 17,110 cu yds tasc course placed and
cupectod, 19 culverts consiructed and laced, and 13,538 cubic feet
of rctaining wall built, The mjority of the culvert construection

was cone by thc First Construction Flatoon, The Second Consiruction
Flatoon, augnented by Vietnamese parnanent hire personmiel censtructed
nost of the stone masowry retadning walls, Zffeorts to incroanse the
roadway width in the "Good View Puss" by lLlasting were continued during
tis reperting poricd, 4 totel of 142 eirht foo! holes were drilled
ad a tetal of 3240 pounds of dynanite was usad. The recorded rain.
f211 for the nonth of Mry was 2,5 inches, for June was G,65 inches,
ard for July was 2,55 inches. The tetal rainfall during the reporting
poriod was 14,70 inches,
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SUBJEX)T Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 589th Englneer Battalion
(Construction), Period Ending, 31 July 1970, RCo-C"FQL-é’j(RZ)

(3) 4 continued raintemance program has been enployed to insure
thet QL.11 between Dridge #16 and Eridge #39 is kept open to
facilitate an increasing flow of commersial and private traffic,
This reintenance progran has consisted of repairing culverts and
headwalls dumagsd by heavy rains, the cleaning of ditches in "Good
View Pass" and retrieving disabled Free World Military Forces and
¢ivilian vehicles, The deteriorated tinber decking on Lridge ;16
continued to be a constant mainterance problen as 10 large holes in
the lridge had to be repaired plus decking had to te replaced quite
frequently.

(4) The upgrading of shoulders and ditches on QL=11 betwecn Brilge
#16 and Bridge #27 involved extending the shoulder width to cight
fect 8.10ng a length of roodway 5.45 kKilomoters long and placing and
ccrpacu:.na base course along the shoulders from Bridge #16 to Bridge
#2217,

(5) Vork in the Comrany C cantonment area corsisted of cleaning of
high arass ard brush fron around the perineter, placing additional
claymore nines, repair and replacerient of perineter wire, and the
construction of armo storage areas in each guard bunker,

es Coppeny D
(1) During this roporting period, the prirary effort of D Conpany
was placed on LOC upgrading of QL-1, construction of an additional
off loading facility for rail heul of base course fron Fran Rang,
culvert and bridge construction on QIL-1, and repair of culverts on
QL-11 damaged- by enery cetivity, Rel octicn of borrow pits and
corpletion of the sepwnt of QL1 in the rice paddy crea have

contributed to a narked increase in the linear »ate of roed
constructi n,

\2) The earthroving platoon placed and caipactod 87,415 cubic yerde
of select mtorial and 10,970 cublc yerds of spoil mrterial were
Oxcavrted in opaning new borrow pits. 10,335 cubic yards of sand
welo hauled in support of the rico paddy fill operation, 4 total of
15,297 cubic var's of taso course was pleced on road south of Phan
Rang, A totel of 148,70 gallons of water was used on road. The
vertical construction effort on QL-1 consistod of the construction
of two bridges and one 3-barrel culvert. The construction of an off
loading site (BN7C1616), wns halted terporary because of repairs
rocured when the oneny damaged two culverts on QL-11. The oorthe
roving platoon constructed by-passes at the twe damaged culvart sites,
The vertical platocn repaired the extensive damago’ MY constructing one
2-barrel, 48" CHP and one 5-barrel, 60" CNP culvert inclwling ncw
footers :'.nd hatdwalls., A total of 910 foct ol culvert was placed
during tids pceriol, Approxirately nine kilomoters have been paved
fror: BN80OY766 to BNT3ITRO.
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Operntional Reort - lessons learned, 509th Enrineer Dattalion
(Construction), Period Ending, 31 July 1970, RCS-CSFOR-65(RZ)

(3) During thds reporting reriod D Conmpany again had the

" opportunity to train and groduate 9 ARVii Engineer soldiers,

f.

Their training was conducted aliost entirely "On The Job",
because of corvunication difficulties, classes were given by
an interpreter, but the majority of the learning vane through
supervised operation of equijrient, .

513 __Enrineer Co fDT!

(1) During the report period the iission of the 513th

Engineer Conpany (DT) was to support the 509th Engineer Dattalion
(Const) in the building of highway QL-11 throush the lower half

of "Good View Pass", highwmy Q-1 south of Phan Rang, and the 577th
Engineer Dattalion (Const) in the building of QL-11 cn the upper
half of "Good View Pass", Thc first platoon stationed at Phan Rang
Air Force [ase, had the task of hauling to the lower half of the
"Good View Pass™, whilc the sccond platoon, attached to A Company

577th Engincor Dn, (Const), supported that Lattalion's effort

b, hauling to the top half of the "Good View Fass", fron Don Duong,

(2) The First Platoon hatled 9,562 cublc yards of base course

to C Company, dunping it on the lower portion of the "Good View
Possh, 1,134 cubic yards of basc course to D Company, and 17,454
cubic yards of basc course to the railroad loading site located

on Phan Reng Air lasc, This gave the 1st Flatoon a total of
28,156 cubic yards of basc course hauled during this period.
Furthermore the 1st Platoon also hauled 2,754 tons of asphaltic
concrets to C Company and 1,600 cubic yards of sand and basc course
to a variety of other locations,

(3) Te Sccond Platoon, located at the top of the "Good View Pnss",
hauled 38,473 culic yards of base course, 18,324 cubic yards of
crushod rock and 17,857 tons of asphalt to tho upper half of Q.11
in the "Geod View Pass" and QI-21L, They also hauled 700 barrels
of asphalt products =nd 450 cubic yards of sand to i Conpany

577th Ingineer Lu, (Const) during this periods

(4) Ten MCA 12 cubic yard GMC dunp trucks werc attached frog the
577th Engincor in, (Const), giving the 1st Platoon a total of
twenty=-five 12 ¢y dump trucks in operation at tho beginning of
this poriod., Ou 26 Jun 70 the tcn 12 cy duap trucks (orniy

L drivers wore loft) attached fron the 577th Engincor i. (Const)
returned to their hone unit, During this period, the First FPlatoon
rocoived thirtecn five-ton dump trucks and closed the poriod with
fiftecn 12 cy dunp trucks and cishteen 5-ton duap trucks assigned,
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gl 585th Fngineexr Co@anv (DT)

(1) During the period of 1 May to 31 July 1970 the 585th ,
Engineer Corpany (DT) supported the 20th Engineer Battalion (Cbt),
589th Enginecr Battalion {Const), and the 577th Engineer Battalion
(Const) in Lines of Commmication construction projects,

(2) During the period 1 May 1970 to 15 June 1970 while supporting
the 20th Battalion Weigth-Davis Quairy, south of Fleiku, the unit
hauled stabilized soil, base course, decorposed granite, and asphalt,
4 total of 45,360 tons of stabilimed soil were hauled accumilating
133,322 miles, Only 20% of the effort was used to haul the bese
course, deconposed granite and esphalt, A ommtact team fron the
62nd Maintenance Battalion, in Fleiku, RVN, was attachod to the

wmit from 1 Moy 1970 wtil 15 Jwe 1970, All major item corponents
were set up on a walk through basis at DSU, thereby nearly - .
elininating delay in waiting for major item components, During

this period the unit mintained a 10% deadline rate,

(2). On 15 June 1970 the 585th Engineer Company (DT) was attached
" to the 35th Engineer Growp (Const). The wit subsequently cormenced
- a five day maintenance standwdown fron 16 Jime 1970 wntil 20 June
1970, perparing itself for a wnit nmove from Welgt-Davis to the
589th Engineer Battalion (Const), &t Fhan Rang Air Base, RVN,
On 20 June 1970 an advance party of 14 vehicles moved tho unit's
- 8supPly conexes and mess equipnient, arriving in Fhan Rang on
23 June 1970, The main body, consisting of 35 vehicles, arrived
at Phan Rang on 25 Jwe 1970, Both sections traveled the 300
plus miles between ngg‘b-Davis and Phan Rang without incident,

(3) On 27 June 1970, this unit made its initial base course

haul for the 589th Engineer Dattalion (Const) to "Good View Pass"
on highway QL-11, The company continued hauling base oourse

ou’t of Phan .Rang for Co "C", 589th Engineer Dattalion (Const),
wntil 1 July 197, when We received a directive to send 30 dup |
trucks for tignporary duty to the 577th Engineer Battalion (Const).
This detachment departed Phan Rang cn 2 July 1970, arriving at
Don Ducng, RVK, that afternoon, During the period 3 July 197 to
26 July 19700, this detachment rersined with the 577th Engineer
Battalion (Const) hauling base course exclusively fron the
Industrial Site at Don Duong down into "Good View Pass", on
highway QL~11, supporting both D Cormpany of the 577th and C
Company 589th, 4 total of 18,175tons of base course was hauled
during this .operation. On 26 July 1970, the 30 truck detachment
returned to Fh,n Rang Air Base and began an intensified three

day mintenmnce stand-down period.
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Operational Report -~ Lessons Learned, 589th  Engineer Battalian
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(4) On 29 July 1970, the wnit received a @irective to send
one platoon of 24 dup truwks to be attached to 19th Engineer
Battalion (Cbt) in construction support of National Highway
Ql-21, On 31 July 1970, the 2nd Flatoon departed Phan Rang
Alr Dase, with 23 durp trucks and all of .its personnel, -
During the reporting period the mmber of five-ton durp
trucks varied fron a rdlmun of 41 to the full authorization
of 48,

Pergonnel

(1) On 22 May 1970, IIC Byron ¥, Schriever assuned cormand of
the 589th Engineer Batalion (Construction) fron IIC Donald 4, '
Ramsay, ITC Ramsay left for CONUS on the sarmo day, @20 iky,
Capiain Gerald R, Thiossen assured "od:rund of "B Company fron
Captain Joseph Feast Jr, who left for CONUS, On 15 June, the
585th Engineer Company (DT) was attached to the Battalion bringing
1IT Thorms L, Barron as Cormanding Officar, On 11 July, Captain
Byron L, Snith was succeded in cormand of Corpany C by Captaln
Anthony R, Kropp, Captain Kropp departed the postion of Assistant
S=3 with the Battalion, 1IT larry W, Owen assumed ocormand of

A Corpany fron Captain Joseph A, Houch on 15 July, . Captain

Houch went to 35th Engineer Growp Headquarters to head vp their
Industrial Complex Control Center, 1IT James G, Goetz, past
Corpany D construction officer, succeeded . Captain Frank 4,
Robertson in cormand of D Corpany on 31 July, '

(2) Major ataff changes included the assigment of Captain

Byrcn L, SrLth ag S-3 Officer on 18 July, replacing Major

Pnilip J, Galanti Jr, who departed for CONUS. On 17 July

Captain Mark L, Weiss, the Se4 Officer loft for CONUS, Captein
Welss was sweccoded by 2T Ednond Drown Jr, on 22 July 1970, The
Battalion Signal Officer, 1IT Donald E, Llsted, left the Dattallon
oh 12 July ficr EFS, His duties were assumed by the Adjutant, 4IT
Russell Cenemt, III.

(3) On 15 Jime 1970, General Order 124 authorized a change in
the Battaliom's classification fron type B to type 4 wder
M'CE 5-115GR05, Due to the change, the enlisted authorised
strength incrreasod from 95% (790 men) to 96,8% (1119 nen)

of authorizex! strength, The projected lossea for the next 90
days zve 19 -officers and 140 enlisted persomwl,
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(4) The following critical MOS shortages exdst within the

Battalion:

MCS AUTHCRI ZED ASSIGEED 60 DAY LOSSES
51H40 32 21 3

62120 45 13 0

64820 194 134 14

7640 9 6 3

(5) A pajor difficulty which this section continues to

encounter is receiving replacenents in certain overage MOS's,

For ins*ance, we are authorized twelve 44C20%s and assigned 22;
authorized four 51N20's and assigned 13; authorised fifty-two .
62B20's and assigned 69; authorized seven 91820's and assigned 14e

(6)s In order to alleviate the afore mentioned shortage and

overage M0S's, this section endeavors to impress upon wnit cormanders
theprocedure to crosstrain and cross-level persomel of :05's
concerned, Under present ciretmstances, the proccdure of cross-
training has proved sufficiently effective to mnintain the

nigsion of the Battalion,

i. “Roliidous Activities

(1) The total number of nen in attendance &t services has
increased by 35 per week during this reporting period, Part of
this increase is due ti the increase in the nurber of personnel in
the wnit and also due to the additional services conducted by

the Cheplain., The Chaplain spends one day and night at each of
the three outlying units each week,

(2) Catholfc coverage continues to be a protlen dus to the
shortage of Catholic Chaplains within the 35th Engineer Group.
However, we havo beon able to provide threc rmsses per weck -
one in the headquarters area, one in C Corpany, and one in B
Conpany, This coverage was provided by the Air Foree Catholie
Chaplins fron the Base Chapel, Phan Rang Air Force Base, and
by the Catholic Chaplain fron the USA Support Cormend, Can Ranh

Bay,
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jo In n Seourity

(1) Enemy activity in all parts of the 589th Enginocer Dattalion
(Construction) ACR decreased during the reporting pericd with an
excoption of road and culvert damege which ocourred along high-
way QL-11, Corpany D was tasked to supply most of the effort
applied to repair of those damages, No effort other than the
construction of bypasses was provided in the repair of Ql-11
between Phan Rang and Tan My as that section of road had been

transferred to the Ministry of Public Works at an earlier date,

(2) Bnemy activity during the report period consisted primerily
of darege to LOC and rocket attacks agrninst the Air Force
facilities at the Phan Rang Air Base on which the Battalionts
headquarters and four of its compamies are located,

(a) On 23 May, ono 290M tractor fron D Corpany ran over
e mine fabrieated from TNI or G-4 explosive, The :ine
caused heavy darege to the ploce of equipment, On the
sane day, also in the D Corpany aren, a 5-ton durp truck
hit a nine while backing into a sand pit area, The -
truck suffered one flat tire and othar light damage,

(b) Culvert QL11-15,1, east of Tan My, wes 100%
destroyed by a detonation at approximately 2400 hours,
30 May,

(¢) On 1 Jime, B Corpany reported that both spans of
bridge QL1-41 worc blown at the center pier. The tridge had
been unused previously; by-pesses existed,

(@) On 2 June, a reilroad bridgo near QL11 - 12 was btlown,
The damage intcrfered temperarily with the rail haul of base
course to C Conpany,

(¢) Fhan Rang AB rcceived 2 rounds of 10%m rocket at 1045
hrurs, 6 June; no injury and only minor darkge rusulted,

(£) On 10 June, Phan Rang 4B rocoived one 107m round and
later the same day, two nore rounds., There were no
casurltios and demmge was ninor,

(g) Denage at twec culvert sites was reported by C Conpeny
on 12 Junc., QL11 - 17 suffered all five barrels danaged and
roadway and headwalls cracked. Tho headwells at QL11 - 16,10
were 100% darcged and the two tubes also had to be replacad.
Shaper! charges appeared to have been used.
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(h) On 29 Jure, culvert QL11~12 was completely darnged by
encuy charges, & by-pass was built.

(1) Than Rang Air Base reccived two 107im rocket irpacts
near the Air Force Quarry on 2 July. 4in 4 Company 10~-ton
tractor in the vicinity was hit by shrapnel eausing four
flat tires and = punctured gas tank, but no casunltics,

(§) Two meters of railroad track between Phan Rang and
Conpany C were dameged by explosives on 6 July.

(k) @ 10 July, one 107tm rocket irprcted on Phan Rang Air
Base, Therc were negative casunlities or domage,

(1) O 17 July, B Corpuny reported that culverts QLi=i3
and QL1-45 had received enemy damage, One was repaircd the
sane day but thg other required a by-poss,

(n) On 21 July, Phan Rang Air Basg received one 107m
round in the vieitity of. tha lnin [, Qne USLF rnn wns killpd;
light darnge was -causod to the BX building,

k., Operations and Training

(1) Battalion effort continued to be concentroted on the I0C
progran during tais peried, although 124,02Q, 1enhours were
diverted to operational support nissions, 4 total of 815,547
cy of £111 was hauloed and placed on Q-1 and 10,204 oy of fill
wore placed an QI-11, On QL-11 & totel of 80,095 cy of undesirable
mbterial was romved, DBase ccurse placod and compacted durdng
the poriod totaled 38,282 ey, Thirty-four oulverts and two precast
bridgos were construcied by the Dattalion durdng this tine;
10,728 sf of retaining wall were built in "Good View Pass" on
QL-11. Paving during tho period extend 13,74 kn double lane,
utilizing 15,65, tons of asphaltic concrete,

(2) Consideratlc offort was expended in inking additions to the
industrial ecomploxos at A and D Companies, s nentioned earlicr
in this repert, Paving of C Company's 10 lkn section of Q.11 ‘
in the "Goad Viow Pass" was 95% corplete at the end of the period,
D Company continued paving through their rice paddy seotion of
QL-11, south of Fhan Rang, and noved on south of Fhu Cuy,
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(3) Loenl mational hire contimied to effectively supplerent
the work foree of the line companies and also provide a tean of
dedrurmers to assist in operation of A Corpany's new stobilization
plant, Iocal hirc personnel have continued te be an asset to the
Battalion, Crews have been formed elong platoon lines which have
rcreined fairly stable in composition, gaining fron their

" experience of many monmths on the job, They have proved to be
fully capable as carpenters end nasons under US supervision,

(4) Treining of ARVN engineor soldiers has continued dwring this
poricd, Bocause of a lack of interpreters and inherent language.
problens, the baest nethod of training these soldiers has been one
the=job, mn=to~-man, This technique allows first hand experience
in both equipnent operation and maintenance, Of the ARVN soldiers
who began training with the Battalion in April, 12 were graduated
in May and 4 were graduated in June. Because it was falt that
sare of the soldiers needed nore training, the latter ones were
held over mntil they reached a higher level of proficiency., On
the 13th of July a new training period started, It is’scheduled
to contimue wntil 3 October 1970, In this last perdod, 27 trainees
are receiving instruction on the operation of D7E dosers, graders,
front loaders, gencrators, cranes, air corpressors, end 16S rdxers
anl in rnechanicl's gkills, :

(5) Normal traiming within the Dattalion has been carried out by
the corpanios on a regular schedule developed by S3, except when
a company has determined that special additional training rmst
be conducted in addition to that required, Cross-training has been
utilised by the companies, particularly in the company mintenanoe
area, Special erphasis has continued to be given during this
period on tyaining in wecpong safety and sofe driving and
operating techniques, .

1, Meintenance

(1) During this period the Engineer Zquipnoent Maintenanoce Offioce
continued to opernte without the services of an authorised
Master Sergeant, MOS 62B40, The lack of this experienced NCO
greatly hargperxl the effectivaness and diversification which could
havo been offered by this office, The ERMO function was lirdted
during the period to reaction to current problems, and their
solutions; &nd not cnough in the field of assistanee and advics
was available to be offered. The desirad type of function, of |
course would serve to avoid many of these reaction type efforts.
There will e a continuing effort made to ohbtaln a qualified
senior NCO 4o fill the slot.
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(2) Increcsed daily operation tinms, introduced through
"Operation last Chance" and mpintained to a slightly lesser
degree at tho end of that operation, took a toll of increased
deadline rotes of TOE and MCA equimient, Although tire alloted
for raintemance at company level was also increascd, shortages of
operational equipment, particulsxly 10-ton 'bractors, graders,

end bucket loaders have remained eriticel, MoA oguipnent,

such as 6 cy Hough loaders, Raygo vilratory compactors, and

MCA and TQRE pneurmatic tracked drills have also had excessive down -
tine, Even thorgh meintenance tine was oxtended, lack of actunl
operator?s mintencance and reintenance expenence at all levels
of company operation are belleved to have added to equipmant
failures in addition to the heavy work load,

Medica) Aotivities

(1) This medical section provided privery nedical support for
elenents cf HHC, 4, B, C, and D Corpanies, cn platoon of the

513th Engr, Co. (DT) and one platoon of the 73rd Engr. Co.

During June the 585th Engr. Co. was also attached to this Batta]ion.
Other Arny wnits in the Phan Rang area, a platoon of D Corpany,
36th Signal Dn; a detachnent of the 55'71'11 Lt, Maint Co; and a
detachnant of Military Police attached to MACV have been

provided with nedical care fron this 414 Station, Vietnnnese

- civilians working in the 589th area and olvilian engineers fron

PARE also usc thesec facilities, The total mmber of outpatients

- seen during the period was 1443, Of these, 99 required hospital

care or quarters to treat their illneas.

(2) Medical porsanncl in this section ranainel the sane since
the bogiming of this reporting pericd, Included in this growp
is ons E-6 Staff Sergeant, ond SP5 Clinical Speclalist, one

SP5 Senior Aidmn and 11 nedical aidmen, There aro throe line
compenies away fron Dattalion Headquarters and cach hag it's
own fiid Station with two of the above mentioned aidnen,

(3) Statistical figuwres for the reporting period are:

MAY JWNE JULY TOTAL
OUT PATIENTSS 430 593 505 1527
HOSPITAL ADMISSIQHNS 33 4 40 114
AND QUARTER:S
IMMUNI ZLT ICINS 220 200 220 640
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LABRAT (RY 265 330 3 %6
| PHARMACY 231 282 290 837
VIETNAMESE

PATTENTS 28 39 3B 100

(4) Support for this nedical section comes from reny different
wmits, Tho 35th AF Dispensary is cooperative in providing X-Ray
and Isboratory facilities. A Medovac mnit looated on Phan Rang
Alr Base provides excellent evacuation serive to this Battalion,
Tho 483rd AF Hogpital cares for those needing intensive treatment
and the 934th Mental Hygiene Clinic in Can Rahn Bay provides
Psychiatric Consulation service,

(5) Although reguler visits to a Vietnanese Hamlst have been
impossible in tho past threo months, due to an increase in work
Joad at the Battalion Aid Station, a number of visits wore mde
during the nonths of May and Juno. Many Vietmariese patients are
brought into the A1d Station at ‘Phan Rang by outlying MACY units
and are troated here,

n, Compunigationg

(1) The soction functioned in its norral nission of providing |
signal support to the Battalion dwring the pariod of this report,
Radio and teletypo operators and repair technicians have been in
adoquate supply and corpetent in thelr jobs. Ropair parts have
been souething of a problens difficulties in this arce have resulted
in the establishnont of a PIL mintained in tho Commo section, '
Radio cormmications with the companies: have been satisfactory,
except on frequencies bolow 55 MHZ, 4s long as a frequenoy above

55 MHZ i3 usod, therc arec no difficulties in obtaining the
reoquisite range,

(2) Teletype comnmicotions have somutiies boen interrmupted by
failirre of aedng oquipmont or of tho nicrowavo link between
Phan Fang ard Cam Ranh, Air Forco technicians have been a
frequont aid in rephiring faulty telotype oquipment, In the
furture 1t ey bo possible to work out and arrangenont with the
Adr Force whorcby they will alse give us direot support on
mintanance of erypto oquipnent, At present the nearest direot
support facdlity or crypto cquiptiont is at Ma Treng and while
thair work fins teon offoctive the long travel tinme has medo the
use of t'is facility inconvenient,
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d. logistica
(1) For tho reporting period, the rain activibies of the S-4
Section have beeh the logistical support of the line corpanics
of the Battalion, procurment of construsction mmierials for
the newly installed asphalt plant at Vinh Hoa and the newly

installed Soils Stabilization Plant at Than Rang, and support
of the 61st ARVN Engineer Battalion (Const),

(2) Equipnent availability is high with oritical shortages
existing’ in the following items: Boom, Cfame 30! (FSN 3815
7525022, 3 of 6 on mnd?; Boon extension, Crane (FSN 3815-197-
7311, 4 of 7 on hand); Generator Set, Gas Engine, 10 KW (FSN
6115-792.8260, 5 of 9 on hand); Mixer, Concrcte 165 (FSN 3895 -
835-4512, 2 of 6 on hand); Serd.trailer, 25 ton (FSN 2330-317-6448,
19 of 24 on hand); and Welding Shop, Trailer Mownted, 300 amp

(FSN 3431-287-5404, 1 of 6 on hend), In othar areas during this
period, the availability fron depot of 24" and 48" CMP was non
cxistent,

(3) The shortage of bedding items has oreatad a problen within
Battalion, There appear to be no bedding itens for issuc fron
the depots for the inereasc of 225 persomnel authorized by MI'E
5~115GI05 dated 26 Tob 70, ¥

(4) The lack of technically skilled supply sergeants has crooted
& hardship on the Battaliorn Froperty Book Officer, as well as a
bresk in the continuity of the logistical support cffort,

(5) Transpartation of mtorial fron Cam Ronh Day to Hoa Da for

support of the é1st ARVN Engincer Battalion (Const) has greatly
improved in the past quarter, There is no apparent problen at
the present tine in the support of this progran,
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2, SECTION 2, LESSONS LEARNED: Cammander!'s Observations, Evaluations

.and Recamendations

a. Personnel: Nene

b. Intelligence: None
Ce %ratims

(1) Wear of Screens in Asphait Plant Gradation Control Unit

(a) OBSERVATION: The constant vibration and heat inberent
in this unit causes the screens to weaken repidly, meking them more
susceptable to splits or holes, thereby rendering gradation control
ineffectiva.

(b) EVALUATION: These screens rest upan a lattice wark
of steel bars., The constant pounding of the screen aga:Lnst these bars
tends to damage them beyond efficiency,

(c) RKJMENDATION Thot small sections of xubber hose
be cut and split length-wise end fitted ovor the steel bers to act as a
buffer for the screen, :

(2) Hydraulic System of Asphalt Plant

(a) OBSERVATION: The pressure relezse valve of the
hydraulic system would not function properly after the plant hed been in
constant operation for an hour or so,

(b) EVAIUATION: The hydraulic fiuid being used (OH 10). -
secmed to suffice while the oil woas still relatively cool; however,
efter operating for & while the heat genuretsd in this system had
changed the viscosity of thc fluid to allew the release mechanism to
functim improperly.

(c¢) RECOMMENDATION: A lubricoting oil (such as OE 30) be

substituted for the OH 10 because OE 30 oil meintains a proper viscosity .

at these higher temperstures,

(3) Convoy Procedures

(a) OBSERVATION: Even in zreas of low key enemy activity,

running single trucks in a dump truck operation coften leads to cases of
speeding problems and serious cccidents due to carelessness, as well cs,
major problems of cantrolling vehicles when a change in operaticns is
employed, Considerable down time for individuel trucks has been exper=
ienced when trucks have waited on the side of the road for mechanicel
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(b) EVAIUATION: It has been experienced that small convoys
of six to eight trucks afford maximum utilization of haul capebility, by
decreasing loading and unloading times and decreasing the number of control
vehicles and personnel. Recent experience dictates that this is not a
hard fast rule since small convoys cennot be properly utilized in areas
where traffic control is a major factor, such as mountain passes or built
up areas, In these instances large convoys are more practict_l since all
trucks clear the congested zrea at one tinme,

(c) RECOMMENDLTION: Small convoys of six to eight trucks
should be utilized for maximum control, except in areas that present
special traffic control prdolems,

de. Organization
(1) Manning of Additional Asphelt Equipment

(a) OBSERVATION: This battelion is operating & 300 ton
per hcur Barber Green Asphalt Batch Plant, a 300 ton per hour Cedar
Rapids Scil Stabilizaticn Plant, and & paving train from the Phan Rang
area; and 2 100 ton per hour Barber Green Continuous Asphclt Plant and a
paving train from the Vinh Hoa area,

(b) EVALUATION: The authorizaticn of a twenty two men
Asphelt Sectiin (intended only as & pot hole crew) in A Campany and a
thirty«twe men provisional asphalt platom made out of battalion assets
is not sufficient to man the three plants and twc peving crews and
additiunal personnel must be assigned these duties to accamplish the
nission, Many individuals do not have ths opportunity to be pramoted in
the MOS that they are working because of a lack of vacancies ¢nd an
. entire plant or paving crew is frequently being supervised by &n
- inexperienced SP5 or Acting Sergeant,

(c) RECOM/ENDATION: An additianal 2sphclt platocn should
be attached to operate the asphelt end stabilization plant at Phan Rang,

6o Tra:lning: None
fc =Z7'T.‘Fil stics: Ncne

g£s Camunicatimns: Nme
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h, Material

(1) Wrecker cr Recovery Vehicle

(a) OBSERVATION: With.the increasing flow of traffic and
number of disabled vehicles on the "Good View Pass," the recovery and removal
of the disabled vehicles without benefit of & urecker, became 2 critical
problem,

(b) RECOMMEND.TIONS: When & 10 ton tractor with winch is
aveilable, it can easily and quickly be cunverted to a satisfactory
recovery vehicle by fabricaticn cf a removable wrecker frame., This freme
can be readily manufactured fram a sheet of 3/8" steel, a 25 tan trailer
pin, angle iron or pipe and a roller pulley. The pin is welded to the
steel sheet so that it cen be attached to the f£ifth wheel and the plate
has to be bent slightly to conform to the configuraticn of the tractor,
The angle iron is uszd to form an £ frame with the roller pulley attached
at the apex and is then weldsd to the plate and braced. The wrecker
- frame can then be boited tc the tractar for further rSgidity.

(2) Angle Blade for D7 Dozer

(a) OBSERVATION: When cutting and removing a large amount
of material with a dozer, it becams 2pparent that a straight bull blade
required much more time end effort expended tc clear the cut meteriel

away fran the work area, whers as an angle blade could make a larger cut
and clear the work area in me comtinuous notian,

(b) RECOMMENDATION: A very satisfactory angle blade cen
be fabricated from an unservicable Rame Plow blade and ¥C" frame., The
only modifications necessary are removel of the stinger and increasing
the blade pitch by extending the horizcntal braces,

i. Other:

(1) Dental Service

{a) OBSERVATION: Dus to an incresse in the Army population
en Phan Rang Air Base, the Air Force Dental Clinic can no longer suppart
Lmy persomel., Lang celeays are incurred in cbtaining dental care at Cam
Ranh Bay also, :

(b) EVAIUATION: The dental unit at Nha Trang has sent an
Armmy dentist to Phan Rang for a2 total of two weeks in the last three
nonths which is inadequate to satisfy the vequivement. The Air Force
Dental Clinic states that they will make one of their chairs available to
an Amy dentist full tinme, 22
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(c) RECOMMENDATION: That an Amy dentist be stationed full

time on Phan Reng Air Bese.

LTC, CE
Camanding
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BCA=CC (31 July 1970) st Ind
SUBJECT: Operationcl Rerort - Lesscns Learned, 579tk @nrineer ~attaldon
(Construction),Period ©nding 31 July 1970, RCS CS™(T-£5 (R2Y,

DA, Headoquarters, 35th Zngineer Groun (Const), A™C 96712, 2L Mgnst 1077

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff fer TForce Developrent, Departrert cof tte
Army (ACSF(R}, "arhington, D.C. 20210

This Headquar'ers hzs reviewad the Cperational Te crt - lescers Jearne?
for the quarterly periocd ending 31 Mly 1970 from the 58%th Zipgireer
“attalion (Construction) and corcurs with the cormerts ard obrerwaticrs

of the cem~arder,
// s /& < /4

RICHAPD /
CCL
Comranding
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AVBC-CG (31 July 1970) 2nd Imnd
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 589th Engineer Battalion
(Construction), Period Ending 31 July 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

DA, HEADQUARTERS, 18TH ENGINEER BRIGADE, APO 96377 18 SEP1870

T0: Commanding General, U.S. Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC-DST, APO 96375

1, 'This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report - Lessons Learned
for the 589th Engineer Battalion (Construction), as indorsed by the 35th
Engineer Group (Construction), The report 1s considered to be an accurate
account of the Battalion's activitles during the reporting period,

2. This headquarters concurs with the observations and recommendations of
the Battalion and Group Commanders,

«/C. "SCHRADENR
Brigadier General, USA
Commanding
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AVCC=0 (31 July 70) 3rd Ind .
SUBJECT: Operational Leports - Lessons Learned for 589th Engineer Battalion
(Construction), for the Period Ending 31 July 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

DA, H3, US Army Engincer Command Vietnam (Frov), APO 96491

70: Commanding General, United States Arpy Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC-DST,
APG 96375

Subject report is under review in this Headcuarters. Comnents for
inciusion in the Headquarters, US/3V indorserent to CLICUSARFAC +w3.1l
be forwarded {o your Headquarters by separate cover.

hO/"*"'-‘.’.T £, 5H2A

CPT, ASC
Assistant idjutant

FOR THE COI-ANDER:

26




AVHDO-DO (31 July 1970) 4th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 589th Engineer Battalion
(Construction), Period Ending 31 July 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

Headquarters, United States Army Vietnam, APO San Francisco 96375 1 9 NOV 1970

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. This Headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 31 July 1970 from Headquarters, 589th
Engineer Battalion (Construction) and comments of indorsing headquarters.

2. Comments follow:

a. Reference item concerning "Critical Shortages," page 19, paragraph 1
o(2). Shortages have existed for some of these items. While some shortages
exist in individual units because of asset distribution, USARV has a fill
rate of about 90% on major construction equipment. Only two iters are
considered critically short; 25 ton semi-trailers and welders. Delivery
information indicates trailers are due-in late 2d Quarter FY 71 and 3d
Quarter FY 71, The welder shortage is expected to be alleviated by arrivals
of machines in 2d Quarter FY 71 and 2d Quarter FY 72, Occasionally,
certain construction materials (including CMP) are not available at a
project/job site in the size/quantity desired. Substitutions of available
material and/or redesign satisfy most requirements with no significant
delay., Recommend USARPAC and DA expedite delivery of 25 ton semi-trailers
and welding machines. Unit has been so advised,

b. Reference item concerning "Dental Service,"” page 22, paragraph
2i(1). When the Air Force could no longer fulfill the terms of ISSA 32-
68, the Commanding Officer, 934th Medical Detachment (KJ) established an
Army Dental Clinic at Phan Rang., This is a three chair clinic staffed
full time by a dental officer, an enlisted hygienist and an enlisted
assistant, This clinic became operational in October 1970. No action
by USARPAC or DA is recommended, Unit has been so advised.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

K P. COOK

CUT, AGC
Cy furn: Assist. t Adjutant General
USAECV(P)
589th Engr Bn
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GPOP-DT (31 Jul 70) 5th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 589th Engineer Battalion (Construction)
for Period Ending 31 July 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 2401 .
- 4

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C, 20310 :

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed,

Wit

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

CPT, ACGC
Asst AC
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BEGACBF-CO 31 July 1970

SUBJECT :

Operation Report - Lessans Leamed, 589th Engineer Battalion
(Canstruction), Period Ending 31 July 1970, RCS CSFOR-65(R2)

ORGANIZATION

The following uvnits were either assigned or attached as indicated to the
589th Engineer Battalion (Const) during the report period.

ae
be
Ce
de
€.

f.

Ee
h,

Headquerters end Headquarters Campany

Campany A

Campany B

Canpany C

Canpeny D

#513th Engineer Company (Dump Truck) (One platomn was detached
for tamporary duty to the 577th Enginecr Battalimn (Construction)
for the entire period).

#Quarry Platoon, 73rd Engineer Compeny (Construction Support)
#585th Engineer Campany (Dump Truck) (Attached on 15 June 1970,

Main body of company arrived on 25 June 1970, One platoon was
detached to the 19th Engineer Battalien (Cambat) on 31 July 1970).

# These were the anly attached units, The rest are assigned units.

Incl 1
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