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EGE-CO
SUBJECT: C-arationed Report of 79th Engineer Group (Construction)
for veriod Endirig 30 July 1970

Secvion I, Significant Organigation Activities

A. Headquarters aud Headquarters Company, 79th Engineer Group

1, Generalt

a, The 75th Enginetr Group (Construction) command post vemained at
the Flantation Compound, long Binh, RUN, throughout the repérting period,

b, Enemy-initiated sctivity throughout the Group Area of Operations
remained relatively light throushout most of the peried,. The primry
reason for this was the combined operations into Cambodia during the period,
The enemy generally remained despersed and conducted only indirect fire
attacks with the exception of the areas adjacent to and in Cambodia, During
the closing period of the Cambodian Campaign and immediately thereafter the
eneny made heavy attacke against isolated element~ of ‘the command, During
the period, the Group suffered 215 casualties (12 XIA, 203 WIA) of which
139 (7 KIA, 132 WIA) occurred during the Cambodian Cempaign,

2, Command and Controls

- -& Tha 79th Enginesy. Orenp continued to be commanded by COL Ernest
J. Denz, During the period three of the p's battalions received new
commanders, Gn 11 July 1970 LTC Richard H, Cray assumed comnand of the 31lst
Engineer Battglion (C)(A) from ITC Owynn A, Teague, M 5 July 1970 ITC
Robert P, Monfore assumed command of the 62nd Engineer Battalion (IC)(P)
from ITC Paul C, Driscoll, (n 14 May 1970 ITC Nelson P, ‘Conover assumed
commnd of the 588th Engineer Battalion (C)(A) from LIC Thomas A, Stumm,
Other persommel changes in the Group Headquarters Staff ‘inclided MAJ
Edward R, Janues who assumed duties as the Executive Officer, MiJ Williaw
E, Moeller replaced MAJ John H, Vickers as S-3 Officer,~ CPT Richard B,

Kepner replaced MAJ Hugh P, Stevenson as Sl Officer. . ‘

3. Personnel, Administration, Morale and Discipline:

. a, Poersonnel: During the reporting period there were no significant
personnel activities, Some strength shortages in MOS 94BLO (Mess Steward)
continue to exdst without- immediate sign of velief, The Cambodiun operations
caused no significant perscmnel problems, Continued emphasis placed on
proper personnel management  alYowed the 79th Engineer Group operations to
remain at its usual high levé) of performnce, ' '

b, *Morales lMorale was mintained at a high level theoughout the
cammnd, as evidenced by the continued high rate of promotions and excellent
Espirit de Gorps. The Group had 331 extensions and 53 reenlistments during
the period., The high level of morale was parbicularly significant in the
successful completion of all assigned operations during the Cambodian
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of 79th Engineer Group (Construetion)
For Period Ending 30 July 1970

Campaign despite unusunl hardshipe and extremely-long working hours.

¢. JAwardse A total of 1094 decorntions were awarded during thé pér:lod.
These included 2 Silver Stars, 40 Bronze Stars with "', 7°/rmy Commendation .

Medals with "Vn, 188 Ronze Star Medals, 3 Legion of Merits, 686 Army

Commendation Medals, 13 Adr Medals and 155 Purple Hearts,

ds Diselplinary punishment remained essentially the same with a
moderale-increase of Article’ 15's'for minor offenses and no change in the
number of Gourt-Martials, "Marijuana .cases continue to be at a lower level
than vrevious auarters, ) '

e, There were 2l Congressional Inquiries during the period, The
inquiries received during the period covered a wide spectrum from people
seeking support’ from a service member, EM accusing the Army of violating
his rights as guaranteed under the""Bill of Rights", to various requests
for special conalderation for Compassionate Discharge or Reassignment,

The majority of tane reovests were in the area of Compassionate Discharge ’
and Reassignment, HNine of the inquiries received were initiated by

individuals other than the individual involved, None of the inquiries

received during the period carried raci~l overtones. ' The continued commnd
emphasis placed on the reduction of' congressionals through frequent education
and informdtion classes delineating the available sources of assistonce
centributed eonsiderably to the twenty~nine percent redvstion of inquiries
during the period, : ) .

L. Intelligenee and Counterintelligences®
a. The 79th ilngineer Group Headquarters cort inues to receive am

di tribate intelligence documents’and informition from 20th Engineer

¥- .« de, II Field Force, Vietnam, and cther higher headquarters. Spot’

fsg rty 1t eneny activity are required of all units within the commnd,

These are Lromptly forwarded to 20th Engineer Brigade Headquarters,

b, Initinl-security briefings for all newly arrived personnel‘who are
assigned to HHC, 79th' Engineer Group, 66th Fngineer Company (TOPO), 1Oith
Enginecy Company (DT), and 79th Engineer Compiny (Bridge)(Provisional)
were cortimied by this headquarters, The daily intelligence briefing
continued to give the Group Staff a current picture of the military and
cperatiornl highlights throughout. III Corpes Tactical Zone,

¢, The Group continues to handle security actions for persomne). assigned
tc HHGC, 79%h Engr Gp, 66th TOPO, 104th and 79th Companiés, This: iricludes
validation of elearances up to and including TOP SECRET, Perspnnel security
actions for the Group!s battalions and their attached companies are ndminist:ered
by the Battalion S-21!g, T S
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SUBJECTs Operational Report of 99tk Bngineer Croup (Corstruction)
,?or Period Ending 30 July 1970

'ty o

56 P}ans,'Opefnp_gom and Trainings -

a, Generals’ The 7)th Mgineer Group's Quality Control:and Construgtion
Maagement Programs continued to recesive cormrnd emphasis,'’ This,. together *:
with assistance®wnd guidance in design ~nd planning frem the Croup Staf?,
hag resulted in®tiie ‘mintenance of both quality and quantity. of construction
by 211 of our battalions, Cortinued emphasis was pl-ced on assistance
visits to 111 eletents of the command, .

b, Operations: During the months of May and June the largest portion
of the Group's availnble resources were.utilized in support of the Cambodian
Campalgn, The Group supplied assist-nce to all elements of the task force
in the Fishhook area of Cnmbodia, /Att-ached as an inclosure to this report
is the .fter .\ction Report for the Cambodian Canpaign, As'a result of
the incrpased emphasis on support of this operaticn, other operatioml
rissions and projects were deemphisiged, The LOC Program contimed (o
rcceive emphasis during the period and suffered no significant setback
24 a result of the Cambodian Campaign. During the month of July, construction
on varied combat and operational support missions continued as the Group
maintained its high standards of support to the 25th Infantry Division,
the 1st Air Cavalry Division, and other US and ARVN units in the III CTZ,

¢. Land Clearing: ‘

(1) The 62nd Engineer Battalion supported the 25th Infantry Division,
the lst Air Cavalry Division, the 18th /RVN Division and II Field Force,
Vietnam with land cleiring operations dyring this period, it the present
time, the 118th Land Clearing Company (ARVN) is undergoing an OJT training
program conducted by the 62nd Engineer Battalion, The 318th land Clsaring
Company (ARVN) successfully corpleted the training program during the period,
and is currently conducting s own land clearing operation,

(2) The 60th land Clearing Compnny (U8), 984th land Clearing Company
(Us), and the 318th land Glearing:Corpony (ARVN) continued to eiiminate the
enemy's cover and concealment 28 they cleared a total of 27,688 acres during

‘the reporting period, Opsrations were conducted throughout the III Cor'pa

Tactical Zone. Clearing operations were held in the vicinitv of Mhon
Trach, Minh Thanh, the Renegade Yoods, the Dog's Head iren, and Bear (nt,
During the Canbodian Campaign, operstions were conducted in the vicinity
of Thien Ngon, Bu Dop, and the Fishhook region of Carbodia,

(3) During the period, 62nd Engineer Bittalion received four DSG
Caterpiller Tractors with Rome Plow Kits for tgsting and evaluation. The
D96's proved to be well adapted for 1nnd clearing, They consistantly cut
three to four times ns much jungle as the same number of D7E!'s, The most
significant problem encountered was difficulty in transporting the D9G!s,
The 60 ton lowbed proved to be the only suitable means of carrying the
L9G8s. These trallers are scarce in this commnd,
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of 79th Engineer Group (Construction)
For Period Ending 30 July 1970

d. Airmobile Equipment: The 3ist Engineer Battnlion continues to
provide airmobile equipment support throughout III Corps Tactical Zone.
Equipment support missions during the period continued to be miinly limited
to the provision of doser and backhoe support to isolated fire suppart bases
and CIDG operitioml camps,

e. Training: The 79th Engineer:Group continued its weekly trairing
in Army and USARV mandatory subjects, as well as weekly officer classes.,
The training has been expanded to include intensive training in physical
security as a result of the reduction in availabie security forces from
outside agencies. All newly arrived replacements are now receiving initial
in-country orientation training at divisional tactical training centers.

6. .isti t

a, Supply!

(1) During the reporting period work w-s contimued on tr~nsfer of the
necess'ry equipment to the 318th land Cle~ring Comprny (/RVE) in order to
properly equip the unit,

(2) Mrjor items of equipment were receivéd at an Accelernted rote to
f1il requirements for the Carbodinn Oper~tion, Due to the urgency of the
- requirements for additional items of equipment not readily available, tem-
porary loan actions were necessary in miny instances, Ls a result of these
transactions, certain items of equipment in excess of TCZ Authoriz-~tiom,
but required for current operations were obt-ined for retention on a tem=
porary bnsis (i.e., 2 en MLBALIE tanks w/mine rollers, 2 en commercial fork
1ifts, mineswcep jecps, etc.).

(3) Dwring the Carbodinn Operation prestock-ge of construction mterisls
~t forward locations was developed to relieve the pressure on transportation
recuirenments from US .rrmy Depot, Long Binh to job sites, Extensive wse of
S~igon Support Command Transportation units 2ssets enabled organic trans-
portation assets to remuin in forward ~reas for moverment of materinls and
equirnent to the various work sites, Intensive nmnn~gerert-of construction
mterinls at Group level by expediting releases from depot, monitoring on
hand items at forward lacations and arr~nging for, tronsportation contributed
a great deal to the success of the Group during the operation,

b, Reports of Surveyt The valuc of reports of survey processed during
the reporting period increascd considerably fron the previous reporting
period to a value of $185,500,00, The primry cruse of the lirge increase
in the 9ollar value of surveys was the failure of the individu-l units of
this command Lo perform the necessary adrdnistrotive ncticns for Combat
Losses in the required time perjod. The tactical situaticn, ard in sme
cases communication prcblem, were of such ~ nature ihnt the vwning organi-
zations werc no. aware of the final determinetion of ccrbat loss before
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EGE~CO
SUBJECTs Operational Report of 79th Enginesr Group (Construction)
Por Period Ending 30 July 1970 ' .. r ..

the administrative period hid elapied, In ~ther than Combet Losses, the
contributing factor comtinued to be reports of survey for vehicle atcidents,
Stringent controls contimmed to be applied to this area, and security of
government property contimes to receive cormand emphasis,

¢, Pooll Servicess - o

(1) The first two months of the reporting period (1 ¥ey=30 June)
were devoted in their entirety to Cambodian Operations, ‘Of the four
battalions nssigned to the Group, thres ~ the 3lst, 62nd, and 588th Engineer
Battalions were extensively engaged in all phases of Engineer Activities
in the Cawmbodian Campeign, Class I support. for these battalions during
Miy and June were’ provided by the Quan loi, Cu Chi, Tay Minh, and Katum
ration breakdowns, with Quan Lof and Toy Nirh (lst idr Cavalry Division -
and 25th Infantry Division) bearing the brunt of the sppport requiremts,
Due to the constant shifting of locations. of the compmnies and detached
platocns, direct provisioning of many of:our umits by gupporting elements
was no feasible, Although both of the supported divieicns subsisted
primarily on "C* rations during this period, our -englneer companies, where
possible, elected to have their mess sections *y6sompany them in° forvard areas
and use organic transportation for-resupply. Without exception, at least
two hot meals were available -daily, along with the luxury of ice,

(2) July was a month of transition as all units retumed from the
Cambodian operations and relocated themselves, Kew mess accounts were
opened, excesses disposed of, shortages requisitioned and equipment cleaned,

d. .l'hirxtenmces i.verage Dead-line statistics for the three -onth
period are as followss.

Category - - . g%gﬁ
Oritical (Selected Engineer Ordinance Equipment) .
MCA/10C Equipment 13,3

The division of deadline between items requiring organizational and direct
support maintenance et the end of the reporting period was 46,77 of dead~-
lined equipment in organizational maintenance and 53.3% in direct support
maintenance. The incrensed deadline rote during the quarter was o direct
result of the C~mbodiin Operntion. During the reporting period all Battalion
Maintenance Officers were changed. These chinges, combined with a large
number of unit moves (8ome companies moving five times) and unit frace
tionaliming, contributed substantinlly to the disruption of the normal
minten-nce routine, . . : . .

6. LOC Program: No new items of LOC equipment were received du:d.ﬁg

the period, The Group!s density was reduced to 57 items on hand during the
period as the result of transferring one transit-mixer to another organization,
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EGE-CO
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 7%h Engineer Group (Construction)
For Period Ending 30 July 1970 .’

Increased dendline of equipment during the period was primrily caused by
increased haul distances nnd working periods for the 12 cubic yard dump
trucks, Problems in the repair of this equipment. contimme. However, close
supervision, extensive’ follcw-up, and 2 controlled mnintenance program for
the MGA/IOC equipment’ continues to pay dividends, The addition~l mintemanee
work on the 12 cubic yard durp trucks continue to create some problems #ith
the reduction of the number of Dyna-mectron Corporation personnel availsble
to perforn maintenance,

B, 66th Engineer Company (’l‘opogr'zphic)

1, Generzl: The 66th Engineer Comp'uv remained located ~t the Plantation
Compound, Tong Binh, RVN,

2, Cormnd: No significrmt commnd changes took placed during the reporting
period, The company remrined attached to the 79%h Engineer Group and under
oper~tioml control of the M Division, US/RV Engineer Section,

3. Personnel, Mog:.ge )y F.dr:iii{istmtignJ' ~nd Discipline:

a4, Persormel: Although the unit is presently over its authorized
strength, a shortage of certain type of personnel continues to exist, The
Cartographic and Reprodiction Platoons continue to be short ksy NCO personnel,
A large turnover of personnel will occur in the month of fugust with o
subsequent reduction in strength,

b. Morale: The mornle of the unit continues to be high, 4 significant
frctor hag been the various letters of appreci~tion received’ commending the
unit for its outstanding support of the Cambodisn Operations,

¢, Discipline: The unit had a tot2l of 13 irticle 15's and no court
mrtinls during the period, This is 2 reduction of 38% over the last period,
and is a direct result of continued cormnnd emphasis cn assistance amd
counseling by 2ll personnel in the Chain of Cormind,

L, Intellirence and Counterintellipences The 'unit continues to provide

support in this field through prinding and distribution of mapping intelli-
gence and survey data,

5. Operations:

a, This reporting period saw a large increase in activity throughout
the unit as a direct result of the Carbodian Compaign, During My and
June the unit was called upon to supply all the necessary meps for ground
operations in Cambodia, The 547th Mp Depot Detachment vorked around the
clock issuing in excess of one million maps to combat units,
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EGE-CO
SUBJECT: Operatimal Repart of 79th Mineer Group (Conatmction)
For Period nnding 30 July 1970

b, During the period \men depctt stocks were in dahger of dopletim,
the Reproduction Flatoon produced over 50,000 base maps during cne £vo. week
period in My as well ns prirting mosiacs and tactical data mrl'\va.

o, In addition‘to the \mit‘fa support .of the Crmbodinn Operation ahher
mJor projects‘undertnken included base planning rosaics, Diring this period
8aigon, Cu Chi, Fhan Rang and Tuy Hoa photomaps were printed, Other projects
:é.goﬂxded the revieion of II and, IXY Mlitary Regions Ronds and Airfields

rts,

d. The Survey Flatoon continued its major effort in support of engineer
construction activities, A survey of eight ndditional nirfields from Quan
Tri in the north to Vinh Iong in the Delta was updertaken t$ provide information
tobe used in planning extensions or modifications of existinz rummys, In
support of the I0C Program a complete survey was perromod at 35 posaible
bridge sites throughout the Delta, . . .

o, The unit contimed direct support of. USAI-‘ Task Force Alpha units
located in Thailarnd, This support consists of printing.and overprinting
colected topographic maps in support of their missions,

‘C. T9th Engineer Company (Bridge) (Provisional) N

1, Generals The unit remained atationed at the Inng Binh Fost in Camp
Fren:ell Jones, RVN,

2, Command: The unit rerained under the cormand of CPT Torb;jorn Qmmdem
during the rerting period,

3+ Persormel Administration, Morale and Diacigldne: During the reporting
porlod, the 79th Engineer Company continued to maintain high- individuel
morale with few disciplinary problems, There were no :Court-Martiils and
11 punishments under Article 15, Unifornm Ocde of Military Justice for the
per:lod.

L, .Intelligence and COunberint.elligence: The T9th Engineer Company (BP)
receives continuous distribution of intelligenca documents from the 79th
Engineer Oroup Headquarters and higher echelons, Remests for granting,
validating and upgrading of security clearances are aubnﬂ.ttted to the 7%h
Engineer Group as required.

5. Flans erations, and ’rra.in
4, During the reporting perlod the 79%th Engineer Company (B - ~ . 4n
both its primary mission of providing panel and float bridge suppo_. .nd

technical assistance, and in its secondary rdssion of prowiding dump truck
support to the 7%h Engineer CGroup and other units in IIY Military Region,
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EGE-CO
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 79th Enpineer noup (Consttuction)
For Period Ending 30 July 1970

b, The company completed 19 separate bridge support missions during .
the period -
¢s Total haul'for the period was 6 810 tons of rock, 3 ,205 tons of
asphaltic concrete, 8 pallets of cement, 1500 drums of peneprime, 24 bridge
truck loads of lumber, 210 tons'of sand ard 9 rolls of concertina fence,
For the quarter, a total of 542,607 miles were traveled, While the haul ,
tonnage was reduced, the number of rdles driven was appro.ximtely déubled ] '
due to the extended support rendered uring the Cambodian Campaign .

d. Training: Weekly refresher training in military skills was caatinued:
with attendance mndatory for all personnel, Reoired replacement and orien-
tation training vas accomplished for ‘all replacenent personnel,

6. Logistice: At the presont time, the 75th Engineer Company (BF) consists
of two panei bridge: platoons, tuo float bridze platoons , one reinforced
maintere.nee platoon, and one headquarters platcon. The corpany is continuing
its support missions with panel bridge; footbridge, light tacticnl raft, dry
span bridge and material transporatation, There are currently available
thlrty five~-ton dumps and thirty-six five-ton bridgze trucks in the unit,

D, 104th Engineer Corpany {Dump Truck)

1. General: The 1O4th Eng“ineer Corpany rernined strtioned at Long Binh
Post. in Camp Frenzell Joncsx RVH.

2, Coimands CPT Bruce E, Brockway remnined in cormand during the reporing
period, :

3+ Personnel, Adninistration, Moraie, and Discipline: During the period
Lhere were’three Special Gourt-Martials and 31 men received punishment under
Article 15, UCMJ,

4. Intelligence and Counterintelligence' The 104th Engineer Company (DT)

rcceives continuous distribution of intelligence documents from the 79th
Engmeo'c Group Headquarters, Requests for granting, validating and upgrading
seewrity cJ.earances are submitted as required, .

5 Plans, Operations, and Training:-

a, Operations:

Q1) During the reporting period the unit continued to fulfill its primry
rission of ooer*t:mg dump trucks for the movement of bulk materinls in support
of the T9th Engineer Group (Construction),

(2) During the period, dump trucks‘of the 104th Engineer Company (DT)

amassed 775,873 rdles driven hauling 50,141 CY of rock, 4,943 CY of sand-
laterite and 29,937 tons of ~spha tic concrete.

* FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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EGE~CO

SUBJECT's Cperational Roport of 79%th Engineer Group (Construction)
For Period FEnding 30 July 1970

(3) The two tactical five ton dump truck platoons were heavily comitted
during the months of Moy and June in support of the Cambodian Operation,

b, Training: Required replecement training is given to all incoming
personnel at the 199%th Light Infartry Brignde Training Center, The wveliicle
operttors retraining was continued in order to insure all safety and mintenance
recuiremsnts were being met. These classas are part of a continuing program
established by the unit Maintenance Officer,

6. logistics: Thers nre no serious equipment or mterial shortages w.thin
the unit, At the end of the reporting period there were forty-eight five~ton
durps and 28 IOC dump trucks on hand,

7. Clvic Action: During the month of June seventy-five cubic yards of
£111 material were supplied to the Bien Hoa Mental Hospitel to facilitate
construction of a fill area for «# new classroom,

Section II, lossons Learned, Commander!s Cbz;ex'vn.t.ionJ Fyaluation, and
Recormendations

S ———
g

A, Personnel: None,

B, Intelligence: None.
C. Operationss None, _
D, Orpanization: None.
E, Trajuings None,

F, logistics:

Critical Shortage of Map Shipping Boxes:

a, Observations Map shipping boxes are a critically short item. A
check of ICCV revesled that there are no map shipping boxes in Vietnom, _

b, Evaluation: Map shipping boaxes are a low demand item in Vietneonm,
Presertly, as a stop-gap meisure, map boxes received from TTHICP Hawail
are being re-used for in-country shipments, Reouisitions were submitted to
CONUS recuesting that boxes be shippud directly to the map depot,

¢, Recomiendatioms: Requisitions will be submitted on a monthly

basis to establish demand, Sufficient stocks of boxes will be mintained to
meet any eventuality in the future, )
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EGE=CO
SUBJECTs Operational chorb of 7%th Engineer’Group (Consbmction)
For Period Ending 30 July 1970

G, Communication: None,

He DMaterial: None.

i I, Other: ?MNone g

I S
PR N o [

Y1 inal ERNEST J. DENZ
’ as Colonel, CE
Commnding
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AYBI-OS (15 Aug 70) 1st Ind

5UBJ..CT: Operational Revort of the 79th:Engineer Group
(Construction) For Period Ending 30 July 1970,

DA, HuAD: UM%'&‘LRS, 20TH =N3T e BRIGADL, }\10 96491 ;

TO: Commanding General, United Statec Army Engineer Cornva:d
Vietnam (Provisional), ATTN: AVCZ=MD, ARO 96451

Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Denartnent
of the Armv, 'Jashington, D, C. 20310

1. Subritted in accordance with Letter, AVCC-lC, Uuinl¥(i),
‘ated 15 July 1970, subjects Oterctional Rerorts - Lecsons
Learned (CRLL's) and USARV Regulation 525-15, duted 12 April 1968,

2+ This headauarters concurs with the submitt=d rezort.

Z‘ //7/ {t

Do Lo }C ) I':t

FCR THE COMNANULRS

UL, \l

Ascistant Adjutant

Coryr furniched:
CO0, 79th Enar Gr
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AVCC-MO (15 Aug 70) 2nd Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Leasons Learned for 79th Engr Gp 1. SEP 197

DA, HQ, US Army Engineer Command Vietnam (Prov), APO 96491

70: Commsnding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATIN: AVHGC-DST,
APO 96375

Subject report is under review in tris Headquarters. Comments for
inclusion in the Headquarters, USAF indorsement to CLNCUSARPAC will
be forwarded to your Headquarters by separate cover,

. FOR THE COMMANLER: /?z Z :

ROZERT E. SHEA
CPT, AGC
Assistant adjutant

LAl

SO
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PR AR RIS SES AL OY R

16 0CT 1970
AVHDO-DO (15 Aug 70) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 79th Engineer Group (Construction)
For Period Ending 30 July 1970

Headquartuors, United States Army Vietnam, APO San Francisco 96375

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATIN: GPOP-IT,
AP0 96558

This Headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-~Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 31 July 1970 from Headquarters, ?79th
Engineer Group (Construction)and comments of indorsing headquarters.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

.E. mompsou}'

CII, AGC
Cy furns Avas an \djatant General
USAECV(P)
79th Engr Gp
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GPOP-DT (15 Aug 70) 4th Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned, HQ 79th Engineer
Group (Construction), for Period Ending 30 July 1970,
RCS CSFOR~65 (R2)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 27 0CT 70

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department
of the Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

L.M. 0ZAKI
CPT, AGC
Asst AG
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 79TH ENGIWEER GROUP
AFO San Francisco 96491
43 15 Anguot 1970
SUBJECT:  After Action Report for Operation Toan Thung 43, 230-5560-0-20

in which this unit participated during the pericd I May 1370
through 30 June 1970,

Commending General
20th foginser Brigade
ATH: AVLI-OS .

AFO 96490

the following s the After Action Report for Operation Tosn Thang 43,
160..5569-0-20 in which this unit participated duricg the period 1 ii»y 1970
through 30 June 1970,
1. NANE OF CPERATION: Operation Toen Theng 43
2, DATES OF OPERATION: 29 April 1970 through 30 June 1970,
3. LLCATICN:

a. Ronte TL~-4 South XT2678 to TI~4 (12154)

b. Katum Airfield (XT330905)

c. Snuol, Caubedia (XU498399)

d. Thien Ngon Airfield (XT083€25)

e. Qoute QL~22 (XT1950) to QL-22 (X70881)

£, QL-22 (170881) to Route 78 (Cambodie) (XTO7€9)

g. Route 78 (Cambodia) XTO79 to Krek (Camhodia).XUOLOL.

he TL-4 North (Cambodia) XU3006 to TI-4 XT3389

1, TL-4 South (XT3389) to FS3 Garolyn (xr267€)

jo ‘Prek Klok (XT268078)

k. Bu Dop (XU975252)

1. FSB Blaster (7045895)

Incl 1 FOR [lI-‘I-‘ICI/AéL USE ONLY
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EGE- . 15 August 1970
SURJECT: After Action Heport, 190-5569-0-20, Operation Toan Thang 43

m., FSB West I (XU342943)
n. FSB West IX (XT344932)
o. FSB Carolyn (XT277788)
p. FSB X-Ray (SU359009)

q. Nuil Ba Den Quarry

», FSB Busll (XT222564)
3, ¥3B Sabre (ZU5734)
t. NSB Jerri (XU960221)

u, 1'SB Sisson (XU656285) ?
v. FSB Brown (1U071374) _ g
e FSB lyror (YJ069436)
X, ©'SB Colorado (XU.24320)
y. FSB N. Dakota (XU489033)
z. Doemsday I (XT7781)
au. Doomsday II (Xu7218)

ab. Area 12 Kilometers north of Du Dop on Highway 14, in the vicinity
of FSB Brown and ¥SB Myron, (Srok O Rang Camhodia

ace FSB North I
ad, FSB North II
ae, Minh Thanhe- Poute LT1-13 from Chor. Tharh (West) to Minh Thanh

(East and Road intersecting QL-13 at XI766720 ruining southeast to
XT652CL4), '

af, Fishhook area within the bowrd:ries XU450000 and XU550000,
{U450100 and XU550100,

¥

age Northwest corncr of the SPK Rubber Plantation near Snoul, i
Czmbodia (XU500397) west and torth to the Prek Chhlong River, vicinity

XU402413, {

ah. Cambodia, area from %U461010 to “U490019 b

si. Cambodia, area from XU490015 to XT480990.

7
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EGE~3 ‘ 15 August 1970
SUBJECT: After Action Report, 190-5569-0-20, Operation Tosn Theng 43

| 4e COMMAND HEADQUARTERS: II Field Forces Vietnam
5. TASK ORGANIZATTON:

a. Organic linits:

(1) Hic, 79th Engr Gp (Const)

(2) BHC, 588th Engineer Batialion. (Combat)(Army)

(3) A Co, 588th Ingineer Battalion (Combat)(Army)

(4) B Co, 588th Engineer Battalion (Combat)(Army)

(5) © Co, 538th Engineer Battalion (Combat)(Army)

[ (6) D Co, 58¢th Engineer Eattelion (Combet)(irmy)
(7) 1HC, 31st Frgineer Battalion (Combat)(Army)
(&) A Co, 31st Engineer Battalion (Conbat)(Army)

"(9) B Co, 31st Engineer Zattalion (Combat)(Army)
(10) C Co, 31st Engineer Battalion (Comwbat) (Army)

(11) D Co, 31st Engineer Battalion (Combat)(Army)
(12) 1KC, 42nd Engineer Battalion (IC)

(13) A Co, 62nd Engineer Battalion (ILC)

(14) 984th Engineer Compery (LC)

(15) 60th- Engineer Company (LC)

t (16) 595tk ‘Iagineer Compsny (LE)

(17) 362ad Engineer Comeny (LE)
i (12) & Co, 554tn Engineer Bettalion (Const)

(19) mth ':?néineer Cempeny (B) (P)

&: (20) 104th Ingineer Compeny (DI)

(21) 557tk Pngineer Company (LE)

(22) Task Force Parker: (Prd platoon, 60th Engr Co)

l_ ! (23) Task Morce Wright (1st pletoon, GOth iner o)
it

1 S
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BGE=3 ) 15 August 1970
SUBJECT: After Aotion Report, 190-5569-0-20, Operation Toan Thang 43.

b, Attachrentss

B by AT~ ot gt cvat

(1) Ecuipment unit with operators attached from 34th Encineer Group:
6 trucks, tractors, 10 ton w/25 ton trailers,

(2) Equipmert with operators attached from 1fth Engineer Frigsdet
15 Trucks, tractors, 10 ton w/25 ton trailers,

(3) HHC, 92nd Engr Bn (=)

(4) B Company, 92nd Engineer Bettalion (+)
(5) D Company, 92nd Engineer Batialion (-)
(6) One platoon, 510th Mairtenance Company (Engr ).(DS)
(7) One platoon, 118th Engineer Company, ARVN (1C)
(¢) Cne platoon, 67th Engr Co (DT)
(9) Equipment with operators attached frow-159th -iEngineer Groups
(a) 50 trucks, trector, 10 ton w/25 ton trailers
(b) fTractor, full tracked, D7E~ 2 ecach
(¢) Roller, sheepsfoot - 2 each
(d) 1 truck, trrctor, 10.-ton w/é0 ton treiler -
¢ Supporting Forces:
(1) A Troop, 1lst Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment.
(2) B Troop, 3rd Squ~drom, 11th Armored Cevalry Regiment,
(3) L Troop, 3rd Squairon, 11th Armored Cavelry Regiment,
(4) ¥ Troop, 3rd Squedron, 11lth Armored Cavalry Regiment.
(5) C Troop, lat Scuacron, 1llth Armored Cavelry Regiment.
(8) G ?roop, 3rd Squedron, 1llth frmored Cavalry Regiment.
(7) 4th Battalion, 23rd Infantry Erigade, 25th Infantry Division,
(8) 1st ¥rigade, lst Cavalry Division {(AM)
——— (9) 23rd Artillery Group
(10) 8th Engr Bn (C) (AM)

| " FOR‘OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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EGE-3 15 August 1970

SUBJICT: After Action Report, 190-5569-0-20, Uperation Toan Theng 43
d. Detechments: None
6. INTELLIGISICE:

a. ‘errain, Vegetation, Sojl: The terrain in ¥ay ¥inh, Binh lonrg,
and Phuoc Long provinces of the Republic of Vietnam and operationsl areas

of Cambodia is gently sloping from north to south with only two major

high points, Nui Ba Den mountsin and Nui e Ra mountain, Streams viere

low at the start of the operation but started rising with the onset of
the-reiny season, ‘The area is generally agriculturel. Dense triple csnopy
jungle containing broad lezved trees 80 to 120 feet high predominate the
non-agricultural sreas. Some areas have been cleared with Rome Plows ard
defoliation agents, Soils are moderstely cstoble supporting militery traffie
when dry but deteriorating rapidly vhen wet., In several areas as the

roin increased soil instability created severe problems,

b, Ypewmy Forces:

(1) Encry forces at the inception of the operation were known to
h=ve the capability to launch large scale direct and indjrect fire attacks
and artushes, and to extensively place mines and booby tropse ‘“he senctuary
nrees to be invaded were vitel to enemy operations and it was assured they
would be defended at all costs,

(2) Due to the rapidly changing situation the specific enery units
were not readily idettified., Positive contact was made with elcments of
following units:

(a) 174th NVA Infsntry Régiment

(b) 27th Reconneissance Bsttalion

(¢) Militery Region 10 lleadquarters

(@) 275 VC Infentry Regiment

(e) 7th Sopper Battalion

(f) 101st NVA Infantry Regimant

ce Engincer Flementg:

(1) Significant amounts of laterite were used from the follouinp
borrow arcese ‘hese borrow »its could prove to he velurble mssets to-
any future engineer operating in these arers:

(a) XT3597

(b) 13390

(¢) Xxr32689

g

20
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BGE-3 D 15 August.1970
SUBJECY: After Action Report, 190-5569-0-20, Operation Toan' Theng 43

(d) 212560
(e) XTi358
(£) xrm
(g) Xr0689
(h) Xxv2861
(1) X70975
(2) The following items of enginecr type ecuipment were c;bsemd"by' B
the 31st Engineer Battalion in the Smuol area of Cambodia at the-indicated

co-ordinates, All items appeared to belong to the Cambodian Government,
unlass otherwise indicateds No recovery or extraction operations were

undertaken, ‘
(2) Uoter distributor, 2,000 gnl Xﬁ552343
(b) Truck pickup, 3/4 tom ' XU580451
(¢) Body,Truck, 14 ton . . XU580451
() Truck, dump, 10 wheel ' . XUSEOASL
(e) Tractor TD 25B with bl-de XUSE"‘U.5‘6
(f) Crane, truck mounted, 8 ton _ ’ XU584456
(g) Tractor TD 25 without blade mﬁu56~
(h) Truck, Skoda, 23=5 ton (D/L) - XU584456
(4) Distributor, asphelt, 1,000 gal XU584456
(j) Saw, band, diesel operated XUS¢ 44,56
(x) Generator, 10 KW XU5844,56
(1) Generator, 100 KW XU596457
(m) i:uxer, concrete, eleci, approx 16S XU596457
(n) Theodelite ' XU520451
(o) Tractor, D-4, w/dozer (Property of XU5€0451
plant-tion)

8, COLCEPYT CF OPENATIONS: Pricr to the Camhodian Csmpeign, the 79th
Engineer Group (Const) uss involved in improving the liner. of cobrrne
ication, providing combat support and operstional support for US

FOR UEBIII&A,L USE -ONLY
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SUBJECT:  After Action Report, 190-5569-0-20, Operation Tocn Thang 43

v

tactical units in the JIT rd.litary Region, Initiel thrist.into

Cambodia was mde by Task Force Shoemeker, lst Cavalry Division (AM)

on ¥ay 1 1970, At this tine the requirement f0or massive Engineer support -
wvas renlized and the 79th Engineer Group was celled upon to provide
combet support to this operation. .

Worward airficlds and supply points end main supply routes were to be
developed and improved »s required, As the operation progreszed nnd the
exis of advance wos determined, the required support was also incrensed,

Bridging materials were stockpiled at predetermined loc:tions ehd
- relocated as the dxis of advance changed to Insure that all re: uiro—
ments for avenues of approach and evacu:tion could be met in an adecuste
] end tinely monner. Available support was furnished for evecurt. ion ﬂnd/
: or destruction of captured enery meterinls and base camp areas, Inomy
areps of sanctuary, routes of approech and ambush sites were denjcd
through the use of jungle clearing.technicues, Various other types of
conlbat support were provided o8 dictated by the tactical situation,

l Unce the Cambodicn operstion was in full swing, the mejority of the Group's
assets were conmitted to the support of the operation,

é .

9. E'iZ'ZCU'i ION:

: . D e
a. _Pre—operational Plerning: Mue to the extremely shert notificaiion
time, the pre-operstion plamning was very limited end in many coges non-
existant. The flexihility of worling forces engaged in Operstional support
18 ' missions cnabled them to quickly deploy and prov1de the needed combat
susport, Upon receipt of instruclions from 20th Engineer Brigzde on
29 April, bridge stockpile vere initiated., Plarning cortimied as -adde
tdonal requirements were received.

I E s I, SV

b. D Corzany, 588th Ingineer Battzlion (D/588) cnd the 362nd Engireer
Company (LE) were already comsitied to construction at Thien Mgon airfield
when the Camtodinn operation cormenced, lYorking in this area since 16
| Aoril 1970, the engineers accelerated the rate of construction at the
: requcst the 25th Infantry Division, By & May 1970 & 991 ft. runwey wes
{ opencd for essential resupply troffic, Elcrents of the 9nd Engineer
T Battzlion arrived’ at Thien hgon on 11 May 1970, They irrediztely begen

vork on the logistics fscility which was to he ~ble to support a brigede
logistics base, Worl on this project moved quickly and the majority of
the facility was complcted on 16 Fay 1970,

Y T TR T TR

Continucd meintenance was performed by D/588th until 5 July vhen they
displaced to Cu Chi, During that period 200 squere feect of runway surface
vas priched using 104 cubic yards of asphaltic cold mix, The extensive
nunber of rircr=ft sorties st Thier Ngon czused failures to the notted

i surfaces, Extensive welding of jo'nts was required to keep the runway in

y us-ble condition. Utilizing equiprment support from PHC/58¢th ar the
362nd Engr Co (LE), D Compary w~s able to complete the interior rond
pehwork in the logistical bzse and the byoass by 20 June 1970,

" FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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EGE~3 . : " 15 August 1970
SUBJECT: After Action Report).190-5569-0-20, Operation Toan Thang 43

Ce $0 2 y The lsrgest
portion of the road effort expended by the 578tk Engineer Battalion wes
tho extension of Tl-4 north from Katum to Memut, Cambodis,  The 1lst Cevalry
Division (AM) initially alerted elements of the group on 1 Yay 1970 to .
the requirement for upgrnde and maintenance of TI-4 from Tay Ninh to the .
. Cambodian Border, ' b

TI~4 through Katun to liemut , Combodia was the initiel penetration route
used by the lst Cavalry Division (AM) and becamethe MSR for resupply .in

the Ketum, Memut, FSB Coloredo erea, This portion of TIim4 was 1o be de-
veloped in three phases: Phase #l- open a road from Katum to FSB X-Rioy,
Cembodie, passable to truck vehicles by & Msy 1970; Phese # 2 = the rond
from Katum to Route 7 would be made passable for trocked and wheeled vehicles
by 15 kny 1970; Phase #3 - “he TI~4 Extension would he upgraded to 2n all
weether roed,

On5 May 1970 A Company, 588th Mgineer Battalion (A/588) moved from Cu

Chi to Katum to begin construction on Route TL-4, On 6 May 1970, with
supporting elei.e;'ts from C Company, 588th Engineer Battalion, 595th Enginecr
Com:eny (LE) ard five Rome Flows from the 9R4th Engineer Company, 62rd
Engineer Battelion (LC), A/5CEth begen cohstruction of the roed through
heavy jungle, The tictical road wos opered for track vehicles to FSB X-Ray,
comnleting phase #1, one plrtoon of A/58€th remained et FSB-X-Ry, On 9.
May 1970, a borrow pit was opened just rorth of the Cembcdian border
(¥13597) and remnined in use until 29 June 1970.

At the same tine work was progressing north. of Katum, one and.one holf
pletoons of B Cenpany, 56fth Enginesr Battalion relocated from Kadid to
FSB Carolyn (XT277788) on 4 M.y 1970 to bogin restoration of the rodd:
between Prek Klok and Katum, )

On 10/kay 1970, A/580th was auguented by five 290M acrepers and o 35 ton
compictor from the. 595th Ingr C6 (LE), Between 6 May and 16 lay 1970,
22,000 cubic yards of clay topping mterials was plrced, compected and
shaped into a usaoble road surface, On 16 Mey 1970 the 17,9 kilometer road
from Katum to the road junction with Route 7 (XU305065) in Csiobodia was”
ready for- eonvoy treffie,

Two bridges viere required on the extension of TL-4 into (ambodir, Cn 14
Mgy 1970, an existing btridge in the Memt Rubber Plant~tion was reinforced
to Cluss 50 'with M4T6 trestle, (n 18 May 1970, a 28! A" fixed dry

span was placed on tlie Memmt bypass (XU306057), completin phase II and
III,

On the northern leg of Tl~4 from Prek Klok to Katum two additional bridies.
vere placed, In May 1970 4/588th installed a 90 foot triple-single Boiley
Eridge just south of Katum: (XT306856)., 'To avoid closing the MSR‘to Katum,’
all work on this bridge as performed at night, On 19 May 1970, A/508th
clso placed a timber deck on the 40 foot span adjecent to the Kntum vater
point, L .

On 12 May 1970, C/588th moved from Kafum io FSB Buell nnd assumed re-ponsibility

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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SIBTECT:  After Actdon. Report, 190-5769-0-20, Operation Toan Mg 43

for mrintensnce of the southorn leg of TL-4 from Prek Klok to FSB Buell,
Mine sweep ard clienring responsibilities from FSB Buell to FSB St Berbora
and the operctional control of the quarry site at the b-sé of Nui Ba Den
pountain was also as:igned to C/588th, Working in conjunction with the
595th Fngr Co (LE) at FSB Barbera, C/5' £th perforred continuous reintenence
of Tl-4 from XT215530 to AT306850, A continuous tack force evolved with
elenents operating out of Tey Ninh Bage Camp, FSB Bucll, FSE St Parbera,
FSB Cerolyn, Katum nnd FSB X~Ray,

Letueen 19 May and 1 July 1970, 40,000 cubic yrrds of l:terite were placed
ad 315 linear fect of culvert installed on Tl-4. All loteritic materirls
ula lized were obtained fro.: borrcw pits loc~ted at XT2560, 1{T3289 rnd
XT3596,

By the terninotion of the operation the entire 64.5 kilometors of Tles
from Ycy liinh to Merut, Cambodia wes all weathe: tactical rocd, During
the ertire operation TL-4 wes one of the prinary routes of supply end
evacuation in the lMemmt-i'ishhook area,

Encry action 4in this area was primarily limited to ninirg incidents with
very few direct ond irdirect fire attocks, A brief list of the enemy
initiated incidents are cs follows,

5 Yay 1970 -~ NDF at Prek Klok received an indirect fire attack, Three
82Mh mortars lended in the NDP resulting in 1 WIA and no demsge to
squinnent, -

d. loute QI-13 An Loc North to Snowl, Cambodia:

On- 7 May 1970 Company C, 3lst Engineer Battalion (C) (A), (C/3lst) was
alerted to open Route QL-13 north from An Loc to Snoul. This operation

was necessary to assist the passage of armor units that had been sweeping
through the, fishhook area up to Highway 7 at Snoul and were now attempting
to proceez southeast along QL-13 to return to Vietnam. G/3lst, located

at Doomsday, was the only unit in a position to rapidly respond to this
requirement. C/3lst moved northward to establish a new night defensive
position (NDP) at XU7217 within two hours after initial notification.

The mission entailed clearing the road of brush, repairing bomb craters
and installing a 38'4" M4T6 dry span bridge. This bridge was preassembled
at Quan Loi and flown to the bridge site in two sorties by flying cranes.
C/31st finished the road repair by the following afternoon and the elements
crossed the border moving south to Vietnam. The visual reconnaissance
performed by the S-3 Section, 3lst Engineer Battalion was one of the
primary reasons for the timely completion of this mission.

€. Mbgia Areg Operations and the Snuo) Bvp:sg: (bap 3)
Or 14 May 1970, G/31st uoved fron Camp Deomsday with 3/1)th Armored Cavelry

Regiment end opened FSB Sabre, Tauitial work consisted of the construction
of bypasces around the town of Snuol which had beer devestoted durirg pre~
vious heavy fighting. The first btypess opened was on the east side of
Sruol linking highway 7 and QI-13, These rot:ds were required Lo vpermit
lzteral and axinl noverent of armor colwms “itrout “he recessity of
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reentcrlig the town of Snmuol which hed been declsred off limits to US troops.
The upgr:de consisted primerily of pleeing a laterite csp on existing light
traffic roads through the rubber plantatioh around the eity, C/31st olso
rirdcred jeneral combol support to all three squadrons of the 1lth Avncred
Csvalry Reginent with nmissions beirg received directly from the tactical
ceirnrder, This work ihcluded the corstruction of FSB Sisson, On 27 lay
1970 C/31st noved to XU4939 on the northern corner 6f the Snucl Plentation
and construsted a defensive perineter and preprred & road in the existing
Roms Flow cut runring to the Chhlong River, west of their defense positions,
ulvert preasserbled by D/3lst in Song Le wns airlifted to the jeb site

an'l instelled for h-sty stream ond gully crossines. The culvert proved

Lo be aerodysaidcally unst-ble and only 50% of it crrived at the corstruction
site. The byphss rosd proved highly effective in supporting both tacticel
and lugisticsl operstions and prevented corgestion in the city of Snuol,

f. Xatum Airfield and Logistical Conplex (Map 1):

Te properly alignh the existing priorities, repair of t'c¢ airficld was executed
as o two ph~se operation, The first phese wea the repsir of the runwsy
surfsce and the loying of the metting, The second phase was the cortinued
reiitenance cf runways, perking aprons and adjacent dr:inzge siructures.

Or 2 Moy 1970, C/588th nuved to K~tum to hegin construction. The rext day,

wstpported by elements of the 362nd Engineer Company (LE), C/5¢8th hegen-
soil cemdnt gtrbiliznticr of “he runway'ard w~rking apron, By the morning
of 5 iny 1970, ne rly 500 b g8 of cement 2nd 3300 g-llons of MC-70 zsphalt
had been consuncd and ihe runwey -was ready for mztting,

The sirfield could siot be closed during daylisgit hours due to the urgency
of the serial recupply at fatum, &£s o consequence -1) constructicn on the
rurvey h:d to be nerformed at right.

To dirsct the work in the Xatwun crea, he-dquorters 588th Engireer Hattalion
establichcd a forward conmand post at Katum on 8 May 1970, The foruzrd

CP resnitied hers until 21 lay 1270 at vhicl: tine it vas reloestod =t Tay
Lirh, vhere it revained wuntil the cperation terminated,

On the night of 8 May 1970 the ¢irfield wvoe attecked br irdircet fire.re~
sulting in the death of o forklift operstor, the -riundivg of 8 enpineer
scldicrs and the destruction of & forklift,

On 11 May 197C, D/588th mioved to ¥atwm from Cu Chi to assist ir 1--ing
rmetting on the rurnunye A total of €000 scu'rc yords of :~ttune s pl-ced on
the 1200 £t runway. )

A/588th mairteined the cirfield until the terniration of the oper«tions

in Cembodia, The nmajority of the uniihensice effori corsisted of prtching
potholrs, leveling cirer.ft off-lo&ding; &re-s, L:rr:ving airfield drainage,
securirg r ttirg ~rd painrtirg the MBAL nntting with non-skid p-int,

A/580th assuized the construction responsibility of tiie Foruard Logistics
" Cerplex ~t K-tum, %his focility was ugpgd. to support iwo (2) US Army
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Brig:des and one ARVN Airborne Brigade, The construction included a
logistics area (Class I, II, III, IV, V), an airficld bypass rond, a

st ginging arenr, 2 road io the cli'ss V storage area,e bern for aireraft
protection, vehicle refueling areas, -.singing /perting aree for tr-cior
trailers, and an zericl rcsupply hookout pdd,’

A/5: €th remained at Katum after US Forces returned from Canbodia to suppore
U8 elenents still in the horder arca and to construct fire support b>ses,

On 2 July 1970 an unknown size ene'n force attacked Krtun airfield. The
enery penetr ted the vire and caused coraidercble d+: ~ge with sntchel charges
and gren~dess Two (2) eiiineers were killed and 16 ounded, Except for

one PRC 25 radio, all comrunicaticns equipnent was Cestroyed as well ns
damege to a 1/4 ton vchicle, a 3/4 ton vehicle and electrical generator.

Six enviy were killed and three captured. Seversl blood treils les-ing

to Crubodia were also found,

g. Route QL-22 and Csmbidjsn Route 78 (lap 2):

D Co 97n¢ Engincer Battslion (Const) was assigned irnitirl respensibility

for maintencuce of QL-22 shortly after their sttachirent to the 79th Engineer
Grcup on 6 May 1970, D/92ud was jeined by D/587th at Thien VPgon on 21 Mey
1970 for a coubined effort on the project, D/92nd was responsible for

thet portion of the road from XT162553 to XT115710 while D/50¢th worled

from XT115710 to the C~mbodizn border. 'he combined effort of these two
compesides on 46,3 kilometers of Ql-22 cousumed 18,250 cubic yards of laterite
£i11 and cepping peterial. D/92nd rcturred to Operatiorel Contreol of its
parcnt unit on 15 Jure 1970,

Tvo izjor bridges were built on Route £1~22 gouth of Thien I'gone At
XT097763, D/58&th was ficed with the problem of sprning = 165 foot g p.
ifter reconncissance 2and eviluntion of hoth the site ard ~vailable mrterieal,
a 140 foot triple-double Beilcy Bridge with 40 foot doublemcingle railey
su,ported by an intermedirte pier was erected. Ceonsiruction was initiated
on the rorning of 22 lay 1970 and by the rorning of 27 Mry vw=s open to
cortinucus tr-ffic. B/5/8&th furnished construction crews to augment the
widely dispersed elements of D/508th,

On 30 I: y 1970, D/92nd initiated constructich of n 30 foot steel sirinier
brid;e at XT115708, It 'ms opencd to co- i.innous traffic by 4 Jure 1970,

In Cirbediz, Rouie 78, the extension of €7~22 frow the border (XT075879)
to its junctiocn with Reute 7 (XTO15011) at Krek required considerable
repeir and upgreding, On tay 1970 two plet. ons of B/5E8th relocr.ted
fron #SB Carclyn to FSB Blaster (XT045895), A borrow pit was developed
at XT072695 with 6,700 cubic yards of fill n-terial being extrzcted by
the corpletion of the upgrade,

h. _1lth irmored Cevelry lJepiiient, (131ACR) Suoport in the Fishhook:

ifter tihe Comb:idizn operction was lounched, elerents of the 1lth ACR
swept north from FSB korth I rrd Horth II Ang rerched Highway 7 east of
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Memut, In order 'to inaure their cobtimied mcmentun-nerth to NVA store
pointa at Snuol; it becane evidenc that a river crossin: would be:necessary
at XU5023, Reccnnnissnnce by nenbers of the 1st .iir Crvelry Division (AM)
(1st 4CD) led to a plan to airlift bridge mrterial to the a:lto and to
execcute a r pid river cirossing operstion, -

Prestocked M4T6 bridgirg moterials at Quan Loi were preassembled into two
30 oot renp sections and one 15 foot certer trestle section, On 3 kay

n »latoon feon C/31st was inserted at the bridge site by a CH-47 helicopters
Aicirobile dozer support for the preparation of obutnents was provided by
the 8Lh Eagineer Bettalion, 1st ACD, The center trestle and romp sections
st.bs '—*rucmtJJ flowm to the site zrd pl ced into their finnl configuration

by CH-54 ‘ér-nes,.™ The bridge was coriplefed &ight hours after the firet
e.gineer troops arrived at the site and rerwnined in use thrcughout the
canniigne

On 5 June 1970 C/57{th ncved fron XU498399 to est~blish n new defenaive
position with the 11th ACR at XU04106, The purpose of this nove wes to
provide ehnginecr support to upgrade existing trails to iuprovide the rncbility
of the 11lth ACR units as i.ey extended their seerch for enemy persorrel

and crche sites to the southeast, Progress was slowed considerobly by

the orset of the rniny season end the subsequent poor trrficability of

“he soils, Despite these h:ndicaps, signifié-nt iuprcvenent was.obede in

the arepn. The nonentur: of the 11th ACR's thrust s riat henpered,

On 14 June 1970, C/31lst ncved to FSB Cclcr'do on Highway 7 in antioipntion
of bridge.constrnction at two Armored Vehicle Launched Bridge (AVLB) .sites,
XU5019 and XU5020, The steady deterioraticn of the AVBL crcssing, brought
ebout by heavy traffic and continued rain precipit~nted the need for immediate
repair, initizted on 15 June 1970, Although he’ vy r«ins slowed progress )
at the start, the nost significant obstncle was a sudden incresse of enemy
nctiviiy in this area.

On 16 June 1970, 23 trucks from the 104th Engineer Co (DT) and 7 dump
trucks frou 79th Bngr Co (BP) crrived at FSB Colorndo with rock for the
bridre sites, Due to the crowded conditions within the FSB it was
necessary to perk vehicles in partially exposed positions, During the
nizhi hezvy rains developed and »t a~proxirately 0330 hours the FSB was
attacked with RPG encd spall arms fire, 13 Engineer personnel were
wounded and a large nunber of vehicles received minor shrapnel damages

Cne track, 1/4 ton, one 3/4 ton ond one bridge truck received cousicerable
deinge.

The bridge, a 110 foot triple-single Bailey was corpleted on 16 June 1970,

Cn the ':orning of 17 June elerents troveliny to the bridge sites were tcken
under fire and foreced to remin within the fire support base for the remainder
of the dny. It was at thia tiize that operational trends yere reversed.
end retrograde sacverents were initinted by US Forces,

On 19 Jure 1970 work was initistcd on the disassenbly of the 110 foot
triple-siigle bhridge and the 75 foct dry span, Work schedules arnd security
requirements were initially predicated on the premise, that the enemy still

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
A1




-

t
'

EGE-3 | 15 August 1970
SUBJ.CT:  After Acticn Reprrt, 1905569-0-20, Operation Tozn Thang 43

retained sufficient can~bilily to disrunt the opera’sion, ., This was
further subst~ntisted by tho ambush of working p-rties or theix way to
the bridge site on 1€ June in vhich 8 individunls vere wounded,

Ingpite of these problems, tuo seperate sectious of 75 feot dry svan vere
ertr-cihed by air ~nd the 110! triple-single Bdiley wes dismentled and

ev cunted with the exception c¢f its launching ncase.. The remirder of the
dry spen wes mired in the mud, preventing ex“raction in the aveilable tine
linits. As a result, the dry span remnining was blown in place nnd the
launching nose vas destroved by US Lir Force fighter-bombers. On 26

June all elenie:ts working in the aren includirg 62nd Engr Bn and 1lth ACR
units returned to 'South Vietnem through Katun,

i. "Cache Cjtr Road" (Ma :

(n Hey 1976 immedintely after the opening of QL-13 to Cambcdie, C/31st
received the nission to construct a rc-d to "The City" - a cache site
vhich w's to becone ihe nost infemcus ceche site o ihe war, Aerind
reconnaissonce revealed sn unused treil vhich led from C/31st camp at
RUT72217¢ to the city at ZU656215, licing a conbin-tion ¢f mineswzepers,
bulldozers and graders, Thé route was opeved in twe Adsys, This route
was te hecone: very egsenticl for the extracticn of enemy materirls and
supplies, Both orgrnic engineer equipuent and vehicles of local trinse.
portation units were used in the extraciicn of the discovered uaterirls,
Since rainfsll had not yet become 2 fastor in the opertficn and the dry
wvesther permitted the utilization of hasty fords without the requirerent
to irnstnull culverts -nd large orount of £i111, At the corpleiion of this
nission C/31st returned to Doomsday,

3o . North of Ev Dop (g :

Cn 11 vey, one platoon of B/31st, on¢ team of Fome Plows from the 67nd
ingireer Bott.olion and one Pzrel Bridge Ilntoon frow the 79th Engireer
Corpany depurted Suan Loi for Bu Dop to oper: Route CI-14A, Yidesvreod
nining oresenicd o severe problem to the work force duc on this section

of Ql-l44, Tuweniy-five enery inst2lled ninus were disccucred on the {irst
day and onc five ton durp truck wvas destroyed vhen it detonnted & mine

on the side of the roads As a direct result o these incidents, the units
overciscd extrene caution snd perfori-d {horough irinesweeps 2 they ndv-nced,
Feruard progress was slow ~nd the first night was spent ir TSB Jerri, ~bout
vive »iles scuth of Bu Dop, On 12 My 1970, ile task force, with sscurity
piuvided by 1/11th ACR, adveiced to a KDP about 300 meters south of +he
Camboci-n border, Reconnissence and aznalvsis of the £0 foot gop 2t the
herder was nde on 12 Moy 1970 and o decision was riade te push out crusevays
frcit each bank end to sp'n the grp with a 38'4" M4T6 dry span. O 13 voy
tiie rrecsserbled dry spon was airlifted frem Qusin Lol and impl-ced, The
coiwvoy, spear headed by Rome Plovs, crossed ‘he gep ¢ onemed the rord

to FSB Frown YUO637., This ro~¢ operation was & vivid illustration of the
advences through thick jungle growth, 'ithout the lori: Plows this ro-4
woull. have token 6 acditional days to complete, Opcrating first from FSB
Ir wn id then FS5 Myron the t sk force iust:lled two additional Bsiley
bridges, one 38'A" dry epan 'nd several culverts along ¢1-14 north to YUO05/8,
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Uith ’\}*e onss.at.of the roiny senson and the subseguent incresse in strean

flae, ore original expedient crossinz utilizing the M4T6 dry support

fs;lx‘f_u- beeane untenable, It was repleced vith an BO' deuble-single Bailey
l‘.‘(geo

ke Upgrading of CI-14A (lnp A};

"During the periocd of 26 My to 1 June one of the nost successful MSR

operations in the eustern portion of the Area of Operations (A0) was
perforried by the 31st Engineer Battalion,. {I~14A vas upgrrded to withe
st id the heavy losds necessory to resupply the forward tocticel elements
with a2anition and raticns, =nd the rapid evreuation of enptured
n:terials and supplies, '

Two coipnies, A/31st und D/31st were rcinforced with eguiprert from

the 557th Engr Co (LE) and the 554th Fugr Bn (Censt) with two troops cof
the 11th. ACR furnishing security. To facilitote operztions and rvoid
de~d tine for trnvel, two NDP's were established ot XUS617 (iiDP #1) and
XU9622, Task forces worked along the ro:d in bith directions iupreving
drainage, filling potholcs, correcting alignment and iustolling culverts,
One bridge at XU9421 was replaced by prenzsembled multi-plete pipe arch
culvert (MPPA),

This proved to be o very effective lechnique and continued use of IMPPA
on other missions decreased road opening tines consicderably, Inecry
activity during this phnse of the operation was negligible, but mining
incidents occured periodicslly. D/31st maintained this route until mid
June to insure a suitable retrograde romte for B/3lst.

Rock Island Roads Mo H

Cne of B/ 3lst'a nissions north of Bu Dop wes to construct a tacticnl
rozd toc Rock Island East, o large coche site locoted at YUO344. Initiel
reconitnissance and evaluation cf the ~rea indiczted that the nost
expediticus approrch would be to move North alorg QOl-14 to Sh See Prech,
(1UC447) and then southwest alorg =n existing trail, Further reconnnissence
hoyever reve:led a more suittble rcute leedins west fron Ql-14 in the
visanity of YUO64L. When engineer trocps ncved into the area ord sturted
conziruction, thic ares was found to be a rain eneny supply route, This
area containcd'several classrooms, messhalls;”shd meter pools. Some

Flews were utilized to widen the rurd to furnish ¢ route for enginecer units
cad krengportation units to evacuate seversl handred toins of enptured
supolies and materizls, Full explcitation of tie existing trail in

this aren assisted in the ropid completion of tiis phase of the operation,

n. _Ap Loc Thanh Beeby Trap Village (XU7414) (Mep 3)¢

The large number of Cembodirn refugees flcwing down Route QL-13 in
vicinity of Smiol ir early June created 2 s ricus tactical probler.
Tiiey were without shelter and were susceptilile to aceicdertsl injury cr
attack: by friendly forces, The lst ACD:decided that o refugoo village
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should be built to vrctect the refugees and to avoid loeal repercussions
if they penetrited too dseply into RWN, .: ... )

The site chosen was Ap Loc Thenh Village which had beer previcusly
booby trapped by friendly forces, Between 11 and 14 June 1970 -
elements of .A/31st used bangalore torpedoes to clear the booby -trapped
villages This alsc served as a test area for using a D-7 dogzer with
protective c:ge to clear antiperscnuel mines and booby traps. The
tcchnigues utilized in launching bongalere torpedces is discussed at

length in paragraph of this report.
N Foprce M \ c nd aring 0]
Chulong Rivers Area of Can 2 H

In the middle of May it becrue evident that if the 11th ACR was to
niintain its nonentunm and initictive in the Smuol Cambodis area.
bssist~nce in opening rcutes of tr-vel through the jungle was recuired,

A task force .from the 60th Engineer Corpeny (IC) consisting of 28 nen

ond nine Rome Plows. joined elerents of the 1lth ACR convoy at Chon Thenh
on 26 ¥y, The convoy moved north on 27 Muy to the SFK Rubber Plantztion
surrcunding Snuol, Cambodia, The first NDP, FSB llamrerstone was built
at {05093, Clearing wes initinted on 28 May 1970 and continued through

3 June 1970 with moves to New NDP's on 30 Mey 1970 (FSB Henry XU4639),

~ on 3 June 1978 (NBR-#9;.XU41/0). On /4 June the tcsk force returned to
FSB Hermerstone, locded all equipment and proceeded scuth into the

I/11th ACR's area cf operations. ' They offlosded at FSB Coloredo, rejoining
the balance of the 60th Engr Co (LC), A total of 7 days culting resulted
in clearing 155 acres, ' '

An eneriy force of unknown strength was operating in the cut aren
throughout the operation, wita significant contacts being mede each
daye. These contacts included ambushes, bocbytreps, RPG's and AK-47
fire, Following is a list of the daily contacts:

28 May 1970~ Anbushed several times in the cut by RPG's and AK-47 fire.
(nc Rome FPlow sustained slight damage enc the operctor received minor
voundase Cne NVA vras killed. by mechanical ambush west of the: NDP gt 1830,

29 kay 1970- One light observation helicopter was shol down west of the
cut, One VA killed in mechanical ambush,

30 May 1970- Advance security elements were taken under fire by an
unknown enery force using RPG's, s12ll orms and grenades, One nenber
of the security element was wounded, Twe NVA were killed by air strikes
and ortillery, A six ton rice cache discovered,

31 lny 1970~ Two NVL killed by mechanical ambushes in the evening,

1 June 1970= Five NVA (including one officer) killed by mechsnicel
armbushas in evening, :

2 June”1970~""%Kdvance ‘seéurity agnin token under fire by an unknown sigze
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erery force using RPG's and Al(-l.?'g. No darage or casuslties,
3 June 1970~ Gi:cvi;nfl attack outside the NDP a:b' 2100 hours, ‘Negative

results,
os Tggk Ferge: Pe.z}g' ) 0 n ‘of LCR Ca
Onenin d jactju:) Pro .

During the period 10 dMay; through 5 June 1970 the 2nd platoon, 60th
Engincer Coupeny (LC) supported the 31st Engineer Battslion and 3/11th
ACR by develcping ronds to czche sites 2nd reconnaissnnce by clearing
riissions, .o )

Initinte work progressed fron intersection of Route 307 nnd QL-144, north -
of Bu Dop. 3oth sides wers cle:red for approxinctely 25 meters, to the
entrance of o trail at YU052467,.°

The trail located at YU052467 was the entrance to the Rock Island
Enst Cache and wns opened to YU010435, In meny instonces the plows
were responsible for actuclly uncovering the coche sites. A totzal of
spproxiiately 40 ememy huts, 100 bunkers and 100 fighting positions
were destroyed during the operations

The operation was initinted with 6 Rane PlGir»nd one tull blade,
Gentary to the norial procedure: in jungle clecring it vas found that

3 Rerze Flows and one bull blede werc: the best coubination to use in
‘this srea, The norral neasurcment of jungle clearing is in mober of
scres cloared, but for this type operction the stotistics do not.

give 2 clecr picture of the actucl work accomplished, There wcre 19
clearing deys during which 750 acres were clecred for en averrge of 39,5
acrcs per- day,

In the course of this oper=tion a total of six by-passes and three
culveits wero placed by the elemeni.s of the 6(th Ensr Co (LC),

4
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ps. Rome.Flow. ngggige in the @_nh Thanh Fishhook Areat .

On 15 My 1970 the 60th &m Co (L0)(-) moved from Long Birh to a NDP

#1 at X17500706, Qn 16 Moy: 1970 they cut along botd sidem of Highway
ITL-13 from Chon Thahh (Wesb) to Minh Thanh (East) and along both sides
of the road intersecting Ql-13 at XT766720 running southwest to XT65866..
Additonal NDP!s were. established on 21 ¥ay.1970 (XT65866h) at NDP #2

and on 29 May 1970 (XT684637) «at NDP #3i ,

Beth indirect fire and mining incidents took place on each day in the
Minh Thanh area, A detailed. list of the incidents followes '

16 May 1970 « Iead plow in cuh detonatecl a 40 1b mine resulting
ih two 18 ’_’:n,glneer personnel wounded and one plow moderately dameged,
Security forces accompanying the cutting elemenf found the body of a
prevaoisly killed NVA officer, with documents and medicine on his
person,

18 May 1970~ Cne-REG round wan ﬁru a u-sae resultirg in no

. damgo or casualties,

w - The 1ight observation helicopter flying far the
cutting force received . smll arms fire while flying'a traee route,

Thexe w13 moderate damage to the helicopter, but no casualties, A
security APG received-smll arms fire-from an- -unknown sisze. enemy force
in the ecut.. This action resulted 1n mlnor dam:\ge to the M’C and no
casualtics,

1970 - (ne REG round was fired ot a Romé Plow resulting
in one wounded US Engineer and heavy damge to the plow,

22'@ 1970 - Cne Rome Plow def.omted an 80 1b mine resulting
in one WIL and heavy dam-ge to the plow.

2L M;y[ 1970 - The LOH received small ams fire resulting in
no casualties or damge, One security APC detonated a 40 1b mine
resgl:iing in no casualties, but heavy damnge to the ATC,.

26 May 1970 - Oné REG round was fired at secwrity farces
APC with _ negative results,

27 May. 1970 -~ One Rome Flow sustoained a4 hit from a2 RIG round
resulting in one %$ with no damage to the plow, A 2% ton truck utilized
by the security element detonated a 40 1b mine resulting :hl 4 VT, and
heavy damege to-the vehicle. .

28 My lm - I.n element of the security force received small
arms fire in their NDP with negative results,
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29 Moy 1970 - Elemsnts of the security force discovered an
80 1b mine in the road ond were able to detonate it in-place,

20 lay 1970 - Elements of the'secu;‘i.t,y force 'd.iscové.red an
80 1b mine in the road and were able to dotanate it in-place,

ls 2 result of the intensive effort expended by tha enemy forces,
cutting techniques were varied extenaively to avoid the establishment
of a specific cutting mttern,

O 2 June 1970 the unit started its journey to the Fishhook ares; they
stayed in Quan 1ol that night, EBEanroute to Quan Lol two vehicles -
detonated mines, resulting in 2 WIA and heavy damge to the vehicle,

On 3 June 1970 the unit left ‘Quan. Ioi and-set up a tempogary NDP at XU 6624
Departing the temporary NDP on 4 May 1970, they traveled directly to
XU451080 and established an NDP in the Fishhook nrea. Additiorel moves  °
vere made 3 June 1970 (NDP #5 - XU477071), 20 June 1970 (NDP #L - XU451080),
21 June 1970 (NDP #6 “ XULGLOLB), and 22 June 1970 (NDP #7 - XUL16076).

The purpose of the mission in the Fishhook aren was to loerte and to
destroy encry fortifications, places of refuge,supplies, and equipmert.
The results of this operation were as follows: '

June ‘1970 ~ Security”elements found 50 bunkers with overhend

cover, 2l lbs of ‘explosives, 1 bandolier of- M-16 ammyisk.n amd 1
rucksack of medicine, Several enemy dend were locsted as wail s 20
tons of rice,

6_June 1970 - Security elements-loc-ted a bunker eorplex, .
approximately 1 square kdlometer in arex, bunkers, and 10 to 20 enemy
personnel (¥VA) were seen running through'the somplex, but nc actunl
contzet was mide, The sccurity elements searched approxcimately 20
burkers finding warm rice bowls and wet laundry still hanging on the
ciothes lines, ) y )

7 June 1970 -~ The LOH operating in conjunction with the cutting
force was fired upon with small arms 4 times during the day with no
casualties, During the last “inmcident: the LOH received moderate dampge,
The secuarity elements continued the search of the bunkér complex, locating
75 bunkers with two feet of overhead cover and 50 huts, During the
search security- elnments killed one' NVA and captured his weapen, The
folléwing enemy mmterinl wae' captured diring the search: ‘400 - 82mm
mortar rounds, 100 Chicom grenndes, 2 crew’served weapons,3 AK-47
rifles, 1 14.16 rifle, 1 Chicom mrchine pgun, 2 tons‘of rice, 1 X-ray
machine, 1 AM/FM radio, 3 clips of M-16 ammnition, several packs
containing medical supplics -nd documents, 50 - 23 gallon containers of
medicine’and medical instruments. ind 6 = 50 lbs sacks of medical
journals. !
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© 9 Jung 12@4— Dm-ing the day the Rome !’lows were token under
fire on 3 erent ‘occassions, One plow was hit by a B-40 rocket

with 2'WIA and moderate’ damige, In the bther-two cecassions, KFG

rounds and smadl 'arms fire were encounteted resulting in no-damage

or casunlties, 'During the day the security force, was contirunlly
harassed by enery elemerts, One AFC from 1/11 /CR was heavily

demged by an RFG resulting in one KIA, B/1/11 /CR received bothdirect
cnd’ indirect fire during the days The initial attack on B/1/11 ACR
occurred-in their NDP and resulting in no casualties or damege; Iater
that day, B/1/11 ACR received 3 mortsr rounds and 2 RFG rounds resulting
in 3 WIA and henvy damage to a. Sheridan tonk, The security LPC!s in the
cut area were fired on with 2 RFG!s but no damage or casunlties were
sustained, Mining incidents contimed to be a problem throughout the
doy with one plow and two security Sheridans detonnting 40 1b mines,

The two Sheridan incidents, resulted in two WIA and only noderste damige
to the Sheridina, The Rome Flow was not affected by the tdne, The
security force locatéd and destroyed 150 bunkers and huts,

10 June 1970 - During the search of a bunker complex the .
security force was ambushed resulting in 2 WIA »nd no damge to equipment,
During this bunker search the followingenely materinl was‘cantured: -2
X~ray machines, 1 gencrator, 1 Honda engine, 1 typewriter, 1 claymore
mine, 2 rifle grenades, 300-400 1bs of medi¢al supplies and instruments,
10 bicycles, a sirll. quantity. of ammnition, numerous cooking ~nd e"ting
utensils and several pounds of documents,

12 June 1970 - Fifty bynkers with 2 feet of- overhead cover
were discovered and destroyed, Enroute to the NDP at the end of the
dayts cut, the work force received mortar and smll arms fire but no
damge or casualties were sustained, A/1/11 ACR and B/1/11 ACR had

contact with the enemy in the same general ares which reaulted in'l:
KIA and 18 VIIA,

13 June 1970 - Locnced ~nd dastroyed 150 ‘mnkers, 30 huts ’
8 bicycles, and several eating utensils,

15 June 1970 ~ During the day secwrity elements located and
destroyed 50 bunkers ard captured the following enemy mterinls: 1
printing press, 1l-typewriter, 15 1lbs of medica2l supplies, 40 1bs of
nmedical textbooks, 1 - 9mm machine gun with 3 clips of ammnition,
several hundred feet of hose and several articles of elothinez, The
security unit’s IOH was firéd on,hut sust~ined no damage or casualties,
The en2wy again atterpted to disrupt the cut with RFG and smll arms fire
resulting In no casunltics ~nd mos dernte- dam:ge to one Rome Fléw., Security

“elements sweph the contact area and located 6 enemy dexd (NVA),

16 June 1970 - The cnemy intensified his attacks on the entire
cutting force with a total of 70 individual attacks on Rome Plows with
RIG's and sm:1l arms fire resulting in 3 operators being wounded and 2
rlows being lightly dameged, The LOH used to locate the cut trace,
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recelved smll arms fire during the day without austqining gasualties
or damge, One Rome Flow detonated 'a smll mine resulting in. one
WIA and moderate damnge to the plow, During the contnct the security
killed 1 NVA soldier and captured 'l RFG-7 lmumncher nnd round, During
the doy 150 bunkers with oferhead cover and 50 huta (sti11 under
construction) were located,

17 June 19"((_) -~ During the dmf the secm‘i.ty eloments located
and destroyed 75 bunkers and captured the following enomy mrterialss
1400 1bs of rice; 1 printing press; 1 SKS rifle, 1 AK-47 rifle, 1 ~ 22
caliber US rifle, 8 bicycles, numerous medital supplies, 100 lbs of
deeurients, meps of Ten, Son Mhut Airbnse amd Tay Ninh City. pluas and
rostors, pictures of NVA officers and leaders, pictures of anti-war
demonstrations in the US and numerows other propaganda material.
Durung the return mrsh to the NDP the column was taken under fi re by
an unknown sisze eneryy force., The'lead Rome Ylow received 100 AK-47

hits and 1 RIG resulting in 1 KIA, 1 WlA, and moderate d arrge to the
plow. .

18 Junc 1970 - Two Rome Flows received hits from RFGls
resulting in 3 WIA with one plow lightly damaged and one moderately
domged,

20 Jufie 1970 --The convoy of advance elements returning to
home station detonated a xnine resulting in 3 WIA amd 1 plow moderateély
domaged,

21 June 1970 - Personnel taking vehicles to“home station.
stopped at FSB Colorado which was attocked by mortar, rocket, RIG!s,
and a ground probe, Two members .of the wnit were wounded,
On 24 June the elements of this unit departed Cambodia vie Katum and were
one of the last forces to cross the border,
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q. Toctical Iand Clearing Cut in Canbodia. ‘XUL61010 to M
XUL90015 o XTLB0990 8

On 13 June the 98Lth Engineer. Company: (Lc) morved from F_SB Tanee to Xatum
prior to entering Carbodia, On i June the 984th Engineer Company departed
Katum for Cambodia, Due to poor soil trafficability the unit was. not

able to close on their NDP at XU423053 until 2020 hours; One erpty low-
boy in the convoy hit a mine at XU3701 resulting in no casualties and
moderate damge to the trailer, On' 15 June the unit closed its first
operational NDF (XU464010) without ineident. .

On 16 June the NDP received two RPG rounds which resulted in five WIA,
The tactical cut‘was initiated and, resultedin the capture of apnro:d.mtely
3000 Ibs of rice, medical supplies and clothing,

Clearing operations continyed on 17.June with: enemy pressurc on the
cutting crews increasing in tempo, During the day 4 separate enery smll
arms fire and RFG  attacks took place. These attacks resulted in

1 ARVN sccurity personmnel wounded, 'l ARVN Engineer wounded, 2 securiiy
persomel wounded ‘and 1 NVA killed, During the day!s operations 10,300
lbs of medical supplies and ‘800 '1bs of rice were captured while 1200

lbs of rice and 18 bicycles were destroyed due to lack of extraction
capability, )

During this cut the. hardest blow denlt to any element of this commrnd
occurred, On the night of 19 July 1970, at approximitely 1700, two NVA
soldiers fired at plows on their wny to the NDP, /An inknown size enemy
force attacked the NDP four tings during the night, finally brecking
contact at 2300 hours, During the attack six 122mm rockets, twenty
82mm mortar rounds, and an unknown nunber..6f RFG rounds impacted inside
the NDP, s 2 result of the attack the “984th had 3 personnel killed
and 18 wounded, Casualties inflicted on the security force were §
wounded. » . )

On 21 June 1970 the 984th Engineor Compary continued its cutting operat-
ion, At approximtely 1145 the unit uncovered a cache and bunker
complex at XU494001, Approximtely one hour later contact ‘wos mde
with the enemy and cne Rome Plow was strick by an RFG damnging the

¢ob and wounding the operntor. "Fnemy contact continued in such force
that the unit was pulled out of the cut and a2ir strikes and artillery
were called in on the area, _

On 22 June 1970 the enemy's harassing attacks ‘continued resulting in3
WIAts, The 984th was.again pulled out of the cut and ~ir strikes

and artillery called :!.n. .

On 23 June the unit located and aptm'éd 1 machine gun, 3 B=40 rockelbs,
20 R¥G rounds, cight 60mm rounds, 300 lbs of medical supplies, and

Se
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2000 rounds of smll arms ammunition, That ovening the NDP received
a grourdl ahtack again by an unknown sive eneny. .force, supported by -
REG and small arms fire, The attack resulted in 8 engineers WIA. 'and
1 sccourity WIA, The 984th concluded its land clearing operatica. :Ln
this area on 23 June 1970,

On 2k Juna 1970 the 984th started its march from C‘unbodia. Enroute
the colwm was aghasked by an unknown size force using RFGis and
smll arms, This abtack resulted in 1. -engineer WIA, 1 secw ity WIA
and damage to a 10 ton tractor,

S T S T R N e

.

On 25 June the 984th Engr Co (IB) traveled to Katum to awnit
outlond of equipment, No contact with the enemy was made on'this
fincl day, . e '

r. Tactical and Security Cut, Vicinity of Thien Ngon (Task
Force Yo*.\ng;iz Map 2

On 18 May 1970 a task force consisting of 7 Rome Plows from the
984th Fngr Co (iC) jcined the 588th Engineer Battalion in Thien Ngon.
tc assist in clearing possible ambush. areas'and in securing Routa
QL-22. from interdiction by the enemy,

Cn: 22 ¥y 1970 an additonal six Rome Flows departed Long Binh to |
join the tnsk force bringing its available work force to 13 Rome Plows.

The initinl mission wns to clear the area adjecent tc both skles of -
QL-22 to prevent arbushes and to clear fields of fire in the Thien
Ngon area. During the period i8 May - 25 Miy 1970. cutting was
accomplizhed along bolh sides of QL-22 without incident, The first
Flovs entered Cambodiz on 26 Miy 1970, One plow detonated 2 40 1b -
wine rasalting in no casualties and moderate darnge to the Rome Flov,
By 27 Yay 1970 a 100 meter strip had been cleared on each side of
0L-22 from XT082818 north to XT061909, (n 27 May portions of the task
force cleared field of fire on the western side of Thien Ngon.

Operations along QL-22 south of Thien Ngon were initinted on 28 Moy
1970 with 2 30 meter ‘swath cut on ench side‘from Thien Ngon to the
streanm located ab XT098763, 0On'29 May 1970, prexriously cut arex was
extended to a. width _of 80 méters, -

During the period of 30 My through 3 June 1970 the unit continued -
cutting south on QL-22 without incident. On 3 June 1970'a falling tree
detonated a mine withput' any effect on the cutting Torce,

On 4 June 1970 the unit initiated a cut ~long Route LT1~20 from Thien
Ngon west to XT970751 This task was completed on 6 June 1970, ‘

« T
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O 6 June 1970 two plows were utilized to cut an area around the laterite
pit at XT1170, ' A1l elements of the originol Task Force Young departed
Thien Ngon on 8 June 1970, During this operation 763 acres were cleared,

s, Direct and General Bridre Suppart Furnished by the 79%th
Eygr Co (B%):

The 7%h Engr Co (BP) (79BP) furnished direct and géneral suppart to
all elemerts of the 79th Group during the operatdon,

On the 27 April 1970 the 79%th Engr Co (BP) was alerted to combat
load one 80' DS Bailey Bridge ond one (1) set of MiTé flont bridge
and be preopired to move NIT 0700 on 28 April, with an additonal set
of M4T6 to be loaded and ready for movemertt NLT 1200 frs 2¢ Lpril.

When this rdssion was received, there was no MiTé available in‘the’
bridge parks 48 a result, the bridge was picked up from depot, assembled
and ‘combat loaded,

The first platoon was assigned the mission with the 80! DS Bailey
Bridge, After it was delivered to Quwn loi the first platoon returned
to the bridge park and loaded and additional 80! DS Beilcy for delivery
to Quan IOio

The second platoon was assigned responsibility for the MAT6 whih they
roved to Quan Ioi where they remnined to support the 31lst Engineer
Brttalion, During the initial portion of the campaipgn the second platosn
remdined in Quon Loi where they prensserbled MiT6 dry spans for airlift,

The third platoon reccived the mission for loading the set of MAT6 for
1200 ‘28 fipril deadline,to stand by to deliver it to Cu Chi,

The fourth platoon was assigned the mission of preparing another
80t DS Bailey Bridge for Quon Ioi,

Throughout the operation the 7%th Engr Co (BP) w~s further taslel to
remove 6 Armored Vehicle launched Bridges (iV1B) from depot, .
asserble them nnd prepsare them for use in the 588th Engr Bn and 65th
Encr Bns KO, PR

The unit also ordered two (2) s:ats of MyT6 float bridge for the éSth
Engr Bn and coordinnted pickup,

The 79%h Engr Co (BP) was supported by other units of the 20th Engineer

Brigade including elements of the 159th Engineor Group, 34th Engineer
roup and 79:n Engircer Group, These units fumished transportation
for bridging anterials to allow certain portions of the 79%th Engineer

Genpany's assots to remin combat loaded for repid response to require- -
merts, The 588th and 554th Engineer Battalion furnished assistance
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to assemble bay loads of Bailey and M4T6 bridging in the bridge park..

The first and fourth platoons moved into Cambodia at FSB Brown with the
J1lst Engineer Bn and operated from that location. They supported the

lst Cavalry Division (AM) with trucks for retrograding rice and materials
located in the various cache sites within Cambodia.

The second platoon loaded a 140!'TS Bailey Bridge and one (1) 90! pS
Bailey for a mission on Route 7A in Cambodia. The b#idges were transe
ported, installed, and removed by the 79th Enge Co (BP) and elements of
the 31st Engr Bn. g

The third platoon supported the 65th Engr Bn and the 588th Engr Bn with
a number of Bailey Bridges in their ACR. These included several Bailey
Bridges and four 45' dry spans with trestles.

Upon conclusion of the operation the 79th Engr Co (BP) returned all
bridging materials to the Long Binh area.with the exception of two sets
of Bailey Bridge which are in emergency stock at Cu Chi and Phuoc Vinh.

t. Emergency Repair, Tonle Chan Airfield:

Tonle Chan Airfield develcped several soft spots due to the increase
in rain. On 19 June, one platoon from the 557th Engr Co (LE) relocated
to that area and completed repairs by 28 June 1970.

u. Loc Ninh Airfield Parking Ramp: (Mep 4)

Early May 70, D/31 (-) moved to Loc Ninh to undertake one of the larger
airfield projects of the campaign. To provide better off loading
facilities, it was necessary to construct a 500! x 210! parking ramp.
Auxilary facilities to be constructed included a perimeter road,
ammunition berms, a sling out pad for resupply operations, helicopter
refuel facilities, repair of an old parking ramp and maintenance of the
airfield itself,

The airficld mrking ramp'was constructed of a soil cement base course
covered with MBAL matting, .

v. Mintenance at QL-13, An Loc to loc Ninh:

During the capeirn, elements of B/31, C/31, and D/31 and the 557th
Enge Co (LE) performed recurring maintenance on this importint ISR,
This road was the min route in the eastern portion of the AO.

w. Fire Swport Base Preparations
Theoughowt the campaiga, continual equipment support was given to

scveral FSB!s, Providing this support-wes often extremely difficult
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becz-use of the ra.pid displacenent of -u*billery elements.

In the westem portion of the Area of Operations, the 588t.h Engineer Bn
furnished dozers and operators which remined with the .artillery units.
Approximtely 4O fire support bases were constructed or improved,

x. Upgrade of Route ITI-1A:

D/31 spert approximetely 10 days upgrading the northern leg of ITL.1A
bc;tween QL~1) and the Song Be River,

10, RESUITS:

a« Enemy Persomnel Iogses: Unknown,
b. Friendly Personnel losses: 7 "KI., 132 WIi '

Mortai and rocket attacks nnd lend mines coused the mrjority of casual-
ities, The mrjority of the camualties occurred during the period of

16 through 19 June in the Fishhook aren of Cambodin, On 16 .June on

attack on FSB Colorado resulted in 13 Engineer personnel being wounded,
On 18 June a work party enroute from FSB Colorado to a bridge work.

site wos ambushed, resulting in 8 WIA. The hardest single blow denlt
to any elément occurred on the night of 19 July 1970 when the 984th
Engr Co (1C) wrs attncked in their NDP and had 3 personnel killed and
18 wounded. The remaining casualties were suffered in sporadic eneny
actions or mine detonation incidents throughout the campaign period,

¢. Enemy Equipment ~nd Miterinl Captured:

1) ‘Rifle, AK=47 15 ecch
(2) Round, RFG 26 each
(3) Round, Mort'\r, 60MM 18 ench
(4) 1fchine Gtm,‘Chicom 3 each
(5) Spre Barrel, Chicom lechine Gun 1 exch
6) Hond‘Grenndes', Chicom 106 ench
(7) Rifle, SKS 21 exch
(8) _Rifle, .22 Cal (US Mrde) ' 1 each
(9) Louncher, REG 1 each
(10) ané,l'bitzr, g2 L4O each
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E‘ {11) }ﬁne, Glt}?nore (s lhde). ' o7 P 11 each

(2) Brplostve, G-h (BMWde) < " 25 peanam

)’ (L) Imunition, 17'.&21:-{ R "+ 31 clipe
(14) Mines, 80 1b N .. 2 each
(15) Riflc Grenades : % 4 each
(16) Inuncher, Gremde, ¥-79 . 1 each
(17) Pistol, Chicom, K54 | 1 each
(18) Medicol Supplies " 15,422 1s
(19) Rice R 767;000 1bs
(20) X-Ray Machines R : 3 each -
(21) Printing Prees _ - L 2 each
(22) Typewriters L T | 2 éach
() Raito, /P L e
(24) Packs of Hedienl Supplies i 2l esen
(25) 2% Gollon Contriners of Medieine and * . 50 exch

Medieal Supplies : _
(28) .Gasoline, 5 Gallon Cans 15 each,
en Genarat:or 1 each
(28) Engine, Honda 1 each
(29) Journals, Medecl N " 300 pounds
(30) Bicycles . 26 each | .
(31) Rubber Hose 100 ft '
(32) Propag nda }hter‘hls, Docunerts and Yaps . 150 p;;;_md:s _
(33) Truck, 2% Ton 6 esch
(34) Truck, £ Ton - _‘ 3 each
1
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(35) Differential for 3/) Ton Truck

(36) ixle, for 2% Ton Truck

d. Friendlx Equipment losses::

(1)
(2)
@)
(»)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8) 1
9)
(20)
(1)
(12)
(13)
(L)
(15)
(16)
an
(18)
(19)
(20)
(21)

Truck, 5 Ton Dump

Tractor, D7 w/Dozer
Tractor, D7 v'v/Rome Flow Kit
Galvanometer, Blasting

Demolition Equipment Set, Blasting

Rii‘le, 5,56MM, M-16
Pis’ool, Caliber A5
Immcher, Grenade M—79
Machine Gun, 7.62MM, M-60
Mnsk, Ix;dividwil Protective

Detector Set, line, Portable

Bayonet-Knife, Rifle, 7.62MM
Intenna Radio

Truck, 2% Ton Cargo

Trailer, 25 Ton, Lowbed
Radio Set FRC-25

Radio’ Set GRC-125

Crane, Rough Terrain

Radio Set PRR-9.

Re.dio'Set PRC-4

Truck, Tractor, 10 Ton

YA
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(22) 'Bont ‘Reconneissance SN I |
(23) Ditching Machine o et o
o. Inemy Structures Destroyed: o
Appraximtely 815 bunkera; 130 huts and inmumérable 2-men ﬁghti‘ng -

positions were destroyed during the operatioh, Numerous dnes and
booby traps were also located and destroyed, TR

t

f. Significant e c s
(1) New Roads Openeds o ,
Cache Road off of QL-13 o 18 Ky
Rt 246 Tonle Chan to Katum 38X
Cache Roads off of Rt 14 . 12 XM
Cache Road M of Srmol RSN ., 20 KM
Rt 7 Krek to Smuol ' L KM
TOTAL 163 KM .
{2) Rond Mhintenwnce and Upgrading: O
QL-13 in Loc - Srmol 60 KM
Rt 14, QL-13 to Ph Sre Freah ) o 5TKe
Rt 246 Tonle Chan to An Loc _ 3 - O
714 Tay NMinh to Memut . . 60 KM,
QL-22 & Rt 78 Tay Ninh to Krek . boK
TOTAL 265 KM

.

(3) Constructed Katum Logistical Complex, capable of supportl
two (2) U8 lrmy Brigades and one (1) ARVN idrborne Brigade, .

(L) Constructed Thien Ngon Logistical Complex capable’of '
supporting one (1) US Army Brigadc and numercus ARWN units, .

(5) Established and operated a ;c;ck quarry and crusher site
producing 12,311 tons of various size rock,

43
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(6) Performed necessary eirthwork to include berms and firing
pads for 36 fire support bases,

(7) Retrograded over 3 tons of captured enemy Supplies,.

(8) 103,784 CY of laterite was extracted, transported and pk ced
on road surfaces and logistical areas,

(9) Culverts: . 2008 IF Flaced

Corrugated Metal Pipe 18v 376 IF
| Corrugated Metal Pipe 12" 2 1IF
; Corrugated Metal Pipe 240 365 Ir
Corrugated Metal Pipe 36" ' L7 IF

L Corrugated Metal Pipe 48" - ' k98 IF
E Corrugted Metal Pipe 72" ' 102 1F
? Wooden Bax Culvert; léﬂ . L 86 IF
M.alti-'-PL'xte Pipe Airch 5tgn L 72 1F

(10) 1,800,000 gallons of water were produced by 9 water points,
, ’

(11) 3706 acres of -jungle were cleared for fields of fire, opening
of cache roads and denial of sanctuary areas to the enemy.

(12) Flaced one 384" MYT6 dry span at YUD22345 on Route QL1 /.,

, (13) Placed one 170! DS Bailey Bridge w/Bailey Pier at XTO97763
3 on Route‘QL-Z& .

(14) Placed ane 100! DS Bai:ley Bridge at YUO52473 on Route QL-LLA.
(15) Flaced one 130 TS Bailey Bridge at XUL96180 on Rowte 7,
"(16) Placed .<->ne 110t TS Bailey Bridge at XU501193 on Route 7,
(17) Placed one 110t DS Bailéy Bridge at YWSLLTh on Route QL-l.

(18) - Constructed one 36! steel -stringer bridge at-XT1269 on Route
QL-22, : .

(19) Assembled, transpobed and retrograded the fcllowing amounts
of brkige materials:
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Bailey Bridge: TN L “ o
7 4a"Bot DS w:.th 62 qxtra panels ‘ "\_‘:' ")
. hen ‘\.omplebe sets e
M\T6 Dry Spons
6 ea 45! Dry Spamw/'l‘ruatles
L .ea 481" Dry Spans w/Trestles
1 ea 75' Dry Span w/Trestle
M;iT6 Float Bridge:
3 Complete Sets _
(20) Meintained and upgraded 11'8,6358 SY of airfield surface,
(21) 1Loyed 11,778 SY of M3AL mtti;ng on airfield surfaces,
(22) 12,132 CY of fock were hauled and placed on LOU!s,

(23) 298 tons of asphalticecold-mix were hauled and placed as
emergency patching on airfield and rad surfaces,

11, ADMINISTRITION AND LOGISTICS:
" 8. Administration:

. (1) Courier: The battalions estoblished re’gular courier service
from the field locations to the' forward CP, .

© (a) 588th Engineer Battalion: Due to the nature of the area
covered, the 588th Engineer Battaliosn was able to mdntain road courier
services for each location, Each individual company provided a 2% ton
truck daily to keep their unit supplied with supplies, mafl, and all
nther necessitics that were not regwlary available in the field,

. (b) 31st Enginzer Battalion: The operational arez in vhich
31st cpernted wns of such natire that rond contnct was not possible between
all elements of the fattalion, Moxitim utiiisation of aireraft was made.

(c) 62nd Engineer Battelien: A1l comboct with elements of the
62nd Enginecr Battalion was by ~ir only.

(d) Daily adrernft was furnished from the resourtes of ‘the

20th Engineer Brigide to all elements of the-cormnd for control, resupply
an'l reconnzissance,
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(@) Casualty Reporting A1l casunltics were reported directly to
the 8-1, 79th Engineer Group by the most expeditious means, They were
received rapidly and with generally little or no difficuldy.

(3) Cheplain: Chaplain services were generally good throughout
the operation, The 588th Engineer Battalion did no have an assigned
chaplain during the operation. This obstacle was overcome‘through
cooperation between chaplains of the 20th Engineer Brigade, 79%th Ehgineer
Group, the 92nd Engineer Battalion and the 65th Engineer Battalim.
With the help of these chaplains, the men in the operational area were’
able to attemd services or spenk with a chaplain several times a momth,

%) Proma“ion and fwardst Mo significant changes were mde during
the -operation to existing procedures,” Retormendations were relayed to
the appropriate promotional authority, Promotion boards were hell in
the field to insure all eligible personnel would have equal opportunities
for pmmation.

(5, Pay: Clase A agents payed all elememts in the field, Money
order and soldierts deposit facilities were avail~ble to 21l personnel
in the fieold,

(6) Comrmunication: Both'land lines and radio commmnications were
used throughout the operation.’ The 588th Engineer Battalion established
a net control station at Katum, The net control station for 3lst Engineer
Battalion wns loeated at Quan Ioi, The 588th Engineer Battalion
established a relay on Nui Ba Den Mountain which was utilized for direct
volce commnications by all elements in the western portion of the Area
of Operations.

(7) .MEDC.PS: The Battalion Surgepn of the 588th Engineer Battalion
performed numerous MEDCARS while in the Katum and Thien Ngon areas,
On several occassions when the need for assistance became readily
apparent the surgéon crossed over the border into Cambodia to asal st
the' local poplace, A total of 720 indigeneous persons were treatd at
various times during the operation, '

b, Rations: .

(1) 588th Engineer Battalion: Resupply of rations generzlly
posed no significant problems becnuse of the proxirdty of the Tay Ninh
Base *Camp, Messing facilities were established at Katum /4drfiéld and
Thien Ngon Airfield and adequate facilities at other locations, While
C~rations were extensively used, most individuals received one hot meal
per day,

(2) 3lst Engineer Bottalion: No significint resupply problems

oczarred in the 3lst Enzineer Battalion's Area, The wider dispersion
¢ elements of the 31st Engineer Battalion required rore extensive use

He
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of C-rations.,

(3) Task Force Parker: For the first 8 days of field operaticns
C-rations were used exclusively. During the period 18 May to 4 June
1970 the 512th Infantry Battalion furnished hot meals from their mess

facilities. During operational missions outside the FSB, I/311 ACR
furnished all rations.

(4) 60th Engineer Company (LC) (Minh Thanh - Fishhook Area): mAn
rations for breakfast and supper and C-rations for the noon meal were
furnished by the 25th Infantry Division during the Minh Thanh Cut and
by the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment in the Fishhook Cut.

(5) Task Froce Viright (60bﬁ Land ‘Clearir‘Ig Company)s "AW ratio_ns
for breckfast and supper and "C" rations far dinner were provdied by the
11th Armored Cavalry Regiment,

(6) 984Lth Engineer Company (LC): Rations were suppliedeby the
security unit, Hot "A" rations were served for breakfast and evening
meals each day, "C" rations were issued for the dinner meal.”

¢. Amnmnition: _ .
lrimnition resupply created no. significant problers, Class V supply

poihts were sufficiertly close in most instances with the supported
unit furnishing resupply in all other cases,

d; Uniforms and Equipment s *

(1) Uniforms: No special items of uniférm were issued other than
that normally carried by troops in the field,

(2) Eouipment: ‘No significant shortages of equiyment develope'c_i
during the operation, Items of equipment not readily available from
organic resources were supplied by other 20th Engineer Brigade units
in a timely manner, .

e, Construction Meterials:

No significant shortages occurred during the operations, Rapid planning
and adequate stock piling:at forward areas significantly reduced reaction
time, When necessary, aerial resupply was furnished by Urited States

hir Force elements; organic aircraft of supported units:and 20th Engineer
Brigade airecraft, °

f. Real Property Facilities: .

Mo construction or work was performed which required reai prrperty
accourtability,
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12, SPECIAL BQUIRMENT. /ND TECHVIGUES:' - ° -
| ’ . teo,

a. Miltiple Flate Pipe Arch: . '

Multiplate pipe‘arch shelters consisting of corrugated steel sections
bolted together, were used as expedient protective shelters, During the
Cambodian operation extersive use was made of MPPA for expedient culvert
requirenents, Prefabhing and stockpiles located in the immedicte
tactical operation sone, pérmitted rapid Qcployment by air. The MPPA

. Pproved more effective than normal preasserbled culvert for airlift due
tg,_i.gl',s rigidity and weight,

‘b, Mine Clear 3

During the operation two'M-48 tanks with front rollers were utilized

for minesweep operations, These were utilizied strictly for minesweep
operations with the oply active armament being the M-60 and ,50 calibef
machine guns, The tanks were used for both road and area minesweeping,
This technique proved highly successful in rapid road cledring for convoy
travel and reduced tHe required time by approximtely 508, 4 singlé
disadvantage with this technique is the possibility of driver-error.

411 vehicles must follow the exact trace made by the mine clearing tank,

¢. Foryard Stockpile Points:
Extensive usc of stockpiling bridge sets/components, MSAL matting, bridge
1 tinbers, peneprime nd culvert was made, These stockpile points contributed
\ to the success of the mission by reducing the required reaction time
by 60 to 70 percent, The only problem.encountered was the necessity for
erecting 2, 3, or 4 bridges in the time general time frame, This was
partially allsviated by airlifting required items from one site to
another;,

d, Prengserbled Culvert s

‘Culvert was preassembled in 12 and 15 foot lengths at several lomtions
within the AQR for rapid cmplacement vwhere required, This technique
proved highly successful when the preassembled culvert was transported
by vehiclu, To date, elements of this cormand have not been able to

‘ overcome the asrodmamic instability of the culvert, Several sorties

3 of culvert were lost in the jungle when lift pilots heceme concemed

1 .over the oseillating loads and ejected them,.

e, Prensserbled Bridges:.

Use of M4T6 bridge supplied by air insired rapid opening of roads and
mininum delnys to the advancing troops, A 384" dry sp-n can be 1lifted
to 2 bridge site in two sorties. Assembly time for the 384" dry span
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after arrival on site is about 45 minutesy A 75! dry span with trestle
was air lifted in three CH-54 sorties,

13, COMM'MNDER'S /(MNALYSIS AND LESSONS IEARNED:

a. Rome Plow Operation&?

(1) Task Force Wright (Snuol Plantation Area):

() Due to the smell number of plows available for clearing
(usually 6 or 7) and the extremely dense bamboc undergrowth encountered
in this area, a varied method of cubtting was used, It was quickly
determined that the standard echelon-formntion was not. feasible,
& single plow could not push over a bamboo thicket résulting in a
trace too norrow and cluttered for security clements. An effective
alternative was developed by serxling the lead plow approximstely
50-~100 meters into the jungle on a desired aximth with the remaining
plows splitting up and similtaneously pushing to the left and right,
Once’the direction of the cut was determined, the lead plow rejoined the
pack. Vhen the point of deepest penetration was renched, then the entire
process was repeated, This method allowed the plows to double amd
triple up for removing the bamboo, and left a 30-40 meter wide corridor
completely frec of downed trees and debris, While this slowed the cutting
and reduced the number of acres of production per day, it had the advantage
of giving the security a mch wider route and faster reaction time,

(b) Deeper penetration of engémy- sanctuaries, the cutting
formaticn and increased enemy contdct, made it necessary to reevaluate
and change the cutting methods, .

Mter initial enemy contact, * it was evident that the security!s
reaction time wos excessive, The plows were required to clear the cut
before the track vehicles could move forward to engage the enemy.

The security elements divided its forces and sent’ elemgfits info the -
Jungle 50-100 meters ahead of and on both flanks of the plows., They
also kept another element to the rear of the plows, This method proved
hizhly effective as potential ambushes were broken up and.the plows
vere given maxirmm protection, This method also proved to be extremely
slow ag the security vehicles encountered considerable diffulty in
troveling through the jungle.

(¢) A third method-wns developed and followed for the duration
*f the Snuol area cut, Here, the security would recon by fire o randon
intervels of 5 to 45 minutes apart, Also, on‘the way to the cut area in
the morning, and-on the return mrch at night, the plows would cut smell
chunks of jungle, end the security vehicles would move to the fromt,
niddle and rear with the plows movine to the center at random intervals.
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At this time the security't%ié;xidrecon"b"):*"'fii';e'"{;::c;”'c".iae i;;ont and flanks,
This metho! combined with the chunk.style;of cuttifig proved to be the most
effective as no contact was made with jenemy forces,

. (2) - "Autometie frbushes": Automatic ambushes proved to be a very
effective meins of protecting citting elements, both in the working cut
and in the NDPF, The attached securlty units wonld set out "eutomatic
ambushes" (trip wire ncross frail commected to a battery and a bank of
five or six claymores) ot the completion of the dayts cutting, While -
this proved extremely effective in refucing enemy activity in thé area,
it also involved the loss of time in the next cutting day ~s those which
hzd not Been activited during the night would have to be clenred from
the area, This proved to be a delicate nnd time consuring trsk requiring
approxdmitely 2% to 3 hours per day, However, the results in terms of
security and reduction of casualties far ovtweighed the loss of cut -
acreage, ) 2

(3) Small Size Task Forces: During this operation smnll size
Rome Piow Task Porces were used for the first time since the incepticn
of the L nd Clewwring Battalion, The use of Rone Flows in platoon size,
or smeller clements is an effective tool for probineg argas.-nd providing
toctical avenues for armored units trring to rench o key position in
hewvy jungle. In addition the enpebility to build pioneer ro-ls suit-ble
for hewy trucks was proven during the cperation., The use of sm:ll size
unite of fiome Plows must be balanced very carefully agninst the objective
‘to insure that unnecessary splintering of operational forces does not
occur, The land clearing company as ~ whole perfcims more effectively
and usefully than the sam of the attachedunits: Problems develop in
the arca of mnintencnee, repair parte resupply, and totnl acrenge cut.
Land clearing companics should never be split into-smaller element:?
unless it is a vory clear tactical necessity to accomplish the assigned

mission, '

b, FSB Plonning:

While it is realized that the lccafj.ogi_ of. fire support bases for he~vy
artillery units is predicated on the tactical unit, it 1s felt that
they should be more closely qoordimt{a:‘. with the local engineer comm:nder
on the ground, This will ingure the selectinn of suitable ground arens
ond 21low sufficient time to construct an operatioml fire hese prior
to the unit moving to the site. This is particularly important giuring
the rainy senson vhere the difference in location of as little =8 AQQ
or 500 yards con delay a project for a considerable period due to soil
instability, The local engineer commandér on the ground shoulA al. so
be consulted 28 early as possible before a contemplated rove i.s begun.
Fngineer efficiency is reduced by over 50% if ronds and pun pils are
censtructed after the artillery is in place, .-

50

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY




20 S Canacasan

Tt T

AE Sricasiiy v ol

e

T

ted Torray

Ehce sl e

T,

v g

NOT REPRODUCIBLE

0l Afhor Acllon Report, 190-5509-0.20, Teration Toan T -

. ‘lne of Cold My Asrani .or Renzirse

"

e eold mx asphalbic concrete proved to be a very effeciiic
Lot wf 2apil repair for potholes in nirficld surfoces, Cold mdx aophilt
rrepared Ly Lhe 150th Zne*ne:» CGroup was used in severol Jocations,

i great dend of caution muir he used in mixing and handling cold mix
agphalt during the rainy <morn, A1 ageregate utilized mst be
throughly dricd prior to production of the eold mix and covered while
Leing transported,

d, Depot Pack Bpidging:

The 79th Engineer Company (BP) drew all bridging from stockpiles and
prepared it for:forward movement., In most cases this entoiled removing
frem depot mick, preparing combat loads and moving it to the {inal stock-
rile loecation, VWhen it was not possible té remove it from dedot pack,

it, ‘we.s shipped intuct, A review of this practice shows that it 4s

highly undesirable (i.e., Corponents are often miseing from the = ckages),
It is recormended that in futire operations of this nature, 2ll bridging
be unpacked and corbat loaded,

e. Repair Fartss

During the operation, ropair parts for some items of equipment were
eritical at various times, However, they posed no hagwd to the
operition as the supporting and orsahic mintenance persomnel exerted
every effort to locate and obtain parba.

1, CGICUJSIOR-IS:

a, flthough initi-l informetion concerning the operation was,
rather sketchy, the enginecer elements reancted rapidly, The initial
warning order for th> operation (Inclosure 1) did not furnish the
nature of the operation or thema tcr:l.xls required,

«8 the situntion developéd, rapid stockpiling of bridge supplies and
matericls were undertnken, Transporation became 2 criticnl problem
beczuse of the large amount of materials requiring movement, and the
cont.inuous relocation of units and their elements, Considerable assistance
was furnished by the 20th Pagincer Drigade for ad-litional transportation
requirements,

b, Security provided by the 1lth fLrmored’ Cavalry Regiment for moct
~f our 1ond clearine elements was outstaniling,

¢. Ilerents of the 92nd Engineer Battnlion and the 67th Engincer
Comprny (DT) provided outstanding assistmnce in the completion of the

mdssion, They reacted rapidly to ~1l situstions and gove unstintingly
of their time and effort,
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d, Commnications equipment, systems nnd coordination require some
improvement, In many cases land lines were of little or no use in
direct commmications However, in most ctses volce and teletype radio
commnication were estnblished without delay. The 588th Engineer
Battalion operated a relry point on Mui Ba Den lountain which assisted
in cormunications in the western nnlf of the /Area of Operations,

e, In 21l future operations of this nature the Group Corm~nder
of the Engineer Unit providing the support shoulc he rend into the
overall plan as early as possible in order'to insure that his resources
can be adequately distributed and utilized,

£, A1l elemerts of this command exerted the moxirum available
effort in making this operation successful and once 1g2in proved the
versatility and flexibility of the engineer troop units in tzetical

operations,

. ." /-?
>~ MR
#or 7P o

8 Incl ERNEST J. DENZ i
as Colonel, CE o
Incl 1 &2 wd HQ DA Comrending
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AR A M AL

N DEPARTMEST OF THE ARMY . .
HEADQUAITERS 62D ENGINEER BATTALION
APO San Francisco 96491

EGEB-3 16 July 1970

SUBJECT ¢ Lessons Lesrned in Preventing Casualties as a Result of the
Cambodian Operation,

THRU: Commanding Officer
79th Fngineer Group
ATTN: EGE-3
APO SF 98491

TO0: Comnanding Officer
20th Engineer Erigade
ATTH: AVBI-3

1. Reference: Unclassified lMessage 13034 EGE-3, 7 July 70, Subject:
Losses To Land Clearing Company of 20th Engr Bde.

2, Ozerations of the 60th and 984th Land Clearing Com anies in Cambodia
emphasized the toctical aspect of fome Plow onerations. In addition, the
independent operation of nlatoons illustrited the value of small land
clearing teems in the nrobing of suspected bunker wr ‘cache areas, and the
nre: eration of pioneer roads for armor and trucks to evacuate ceptured
enery sunplies., The nurpose of this study is to exnlain what.procedures
were adonted to offset the: intense enemy resistance and resulting casua-
lties and what lessons were leasrned from the mission requirements of the
Cambedian Operation, '

a, Hature of enemy resistance: Intelligence reports indicated that the
165th and 209th NVA Regiments were operating in the region of the Fish
Hook cut by the 60th and 9¢4ith., Furthermore these rcgiments were the
‘strongest and best ecuipped units the NVA hrd in the area, Most of their
efforts were delsying tactics to prevent access to their-major cache areas,
nerformed with team size ambush elements, The enemy never engaged in a
sustained contact with the elemonts in the cut, The RPG was the most
damaging weapon employed by the NVA in these contacte. /Although the contact
was broken almost as soon as security returned fire the eniémy did not
hesitate to position himself close to the armor column and meke several
(a maximm seven) contacts, in one day, The NVA opersting in this area.
were the most adept utiligers of the RPG the 60th and S€4th have rece-
ived to dete, In many cases the RPG was nlaced precisely in the cab of
a nlow, The enemy was also cepable of demaging indirect and direct fire
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SUBJZCT: Lessons Learned 1 Preventing Casualties as a Result of the
Cambodian Operations,

attacks on the NDP, Although the 60th LCC was 2ever hit in the NDP, the
984th suffered the mnjority of its casunlties (3 KIA and WIA 4in one
attack) while in the NDP,

b, lature of the mission: The 4 elements of the §2nd Engineer Battolion
that operated in Cambodia(Task Force Wright, Task Force Parker, 60th LCC
end the 9E4th LCC) were essentially in the cormon mission of providing
an avenue into suspected enemy supply areas, that could be traversed by
armor and easily observed from the nir, The very nature of the mission
cutting into the heart of MVA bunker and cache complexes, provides some
answer to the questioning. of increased casunlties, teken by the units,

¢s Techniques employed to secure the cutting operations

(1) Platoon sizo operrtion: The task force lenders of the 60th onerations
and their resnective security Troop Cormmanders of the 11 ACR employed
techniques thet nroved sutocessful in preventing serious casualties while
in the cut. ’

(a) The fire and cut method: In addition to roconnadsence by fire
to and from cutting area, it was found that ocutting for a #andom ( 15 to
45 min) period followed by a saturation by fire of the -~rec being out,
and immediste resumption of cutting was effective in preventing the enery
fron netting up chead of the plows, The drawback to this method is the
tine required to halt the:out-and have the security move into position
for firing and then regrofiping again for the cut. Ten minutes per cutting
hour was lost in this method, however, the time lost proved worth the
sccurity geined, ‘

(b) Use of armored vehiclos as point vehicless In light jungle, or
when a trail was being followed, armored vehicles were nlaced ahead of
the lead plow tp loccte trouble snots and triv suspected ambushes,
Furthermore, in some inctaric~s armored vehicles were placed well to both
flenks of the plows in the out. Again, the major oonsiderztion is the
type of jungle,

(c) The "Wedge"s The plutoon size overations (Trsk Force Prrker &
Wright) found 1t useful in some instances to avoid the gtaudard echelon
forni:tion used in normal lend clearing. The wedge was found to be an
1deel formation when a smcll width cut was desired and only 4 to 5
plows were employed, The, echelon is switable for securing ons flank and
cutting a troce, however, im onerations where & small avenue 1s needed
to re~ch enemy strong holds, the cchelon is not a secure formation. The
lowe in the lerd do not receive adequate protection if hit since only-one
security vehicle is able to react, L addition, the security vehicles
cannot e~sily manevuer over fallen trees to reach the exnosed flank of
the echolon formation, since security vehicles fravel a path provided by
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Cambodian Operations

8 bull bleade, By nldeing plows in the wedge formationi, more fire power
concentration is available to each piow and the distance to the extreme
flanke 4s greatly reduced, The wedge is not as efficient in clearing jun-
gle as the echelon, ..t when operating with 4 to 5 plows on a probing
mancvuer it is decidely more secure, )

(2) Com.any size operations:

(a) The system used in gerforming the cuts was the construction of a
scries of rays extending from the FDPy In cutting into cache areas it was
found that 10 plows were cipable of providing a sufficiently ocleared
poth, while being a suitable number of wehicles to secure, Two Cav
Troops oould have eesily been supported, and significantly increased the
nroduction of cache finds and 1lrnd clearing had more security been
aveilable. .

(b) It was found thot leaving a probe cut wfinished, that 4s not
reaching the objective in one day, neorly alw/ys resulted in eneny contact
the following day as the dut was resumed where the previous day's had
ended, To proclude this problem the nlows by passed all l-rge trees and
cut as quickly as possible, This enabled the element to comnlete the
mission within 7 - 9 hours,

(¢) In nlatoon and company sisze Rome Flow operations reconnaisance
by fire proved to be a main enemy deterrent, This connot be done while
in the cut, however, in moving to and from the cutting area, which nroved
to be the most wulnerable time, recanraisance by fire wrs employed with
nuch success,

% The requirement of flak jacket and steel not has not been mentioned
in the tnctical discussion, however, it should be noted thrt all
onerrtors wore flak jackets and steel pots in the Cambedisn oueration,
This SOP saved severe ocsualtiss and lives in several instrnces,

de The Night Defensive FPosition:

(1) The 9€4th received the grentor mumber of casuclties of the two
Rome Plow companies opercting in Cambodia, Most of these casualties wore
a rosult of indirect fire on the liDP, On the night of which 3 men were
killed end 18 were wounded, the first few incoming rounds took the
groctest toll, The NDP, the 9€4ith moved into on the day of the heavy
indirect fire hnd been pre:rred the day bofors for use by another Cav Troop.
The sesurity moved to this NOP becouse intelligence revorts indicated that
their present NDP was to be hit by a concentroted enemy effort ond the
Cav Troop who was going to use it had a chenge of nlans, The move may °
heve nrevented losses in one area, however; moving into a nosition
comvleted a day prior to use could have provided the NVA time to coordinote
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the indirect fire which resultod in the most chsualties of any dey in C
Combodin by this unit, The 9€4th had no alternntive to moving dnto
srcviously wr parcd NDP since the sceurity dirccted the operation,
however, in the futurc it is recommended that if a move is raquired it
should be to an arce where a new HDP must be established rather then eon
-rea where work was done previously to prepare a dcfensive nosition,

{2) As soon as a new NDP ir established the construstion of overhead

cover tust begin., If it 4s durk beforo "digging in" can be indtieted and

tactical requircments are sush that noisc end light disciplinc must be
enforced worsonnel should be told to slcep under dozers or heavy

equipment. The 60th LCC followed this procedure whore digging in was not*,

fersible bocause of the. time factor. Although not as comfortable as a
bunker, the dozer: nrovides adequ-te nrotection to nersonnel sleening
under ‘fte

3. The employment of mechrnical or "autonatic! aubushes was successful.
in preventing ground probes to the NDP, Troop Commenders differ on

nethods of using these devices, however, each-method provided an efficient

deterrent to eneny ground forces attempting to anproach the NDP,
FOR THE COMMA!IDERs

s/Richerd O, Miller
t/RICHARD O, MILLER
ALY, CE
Adjutent

A TRUE COFY .

/,’;o\ ., ".'. 4z ../.
FRANCIS E J/MES
Cpt, CE

hsst S-3

79th Eagr Gp




]
7

——UNCLASSIFIED
Security Classification

DOCUMENT CONTROL DATA-R&D

(Securlly classllication of title, body of abstrect and indering wmntation must he entered when the overall repcr o ¢%wse v od

V- ORIGINATING ACTIVIT'Y (Corporate author) 28, HCPOAT SECURITY CLA3S12154 100
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
HQ, OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310 2. cmouP PROTECTIVE MARKING 1S
XCLUDED FROM AUTOMATIC TERMIN-
3. REPORT TITLE ATION.

Operational Report - Lessons Learned, HQ, 70th Engineer Group

4. DESCRIPTIVE NOTES (Type of repert and inclusive dates)

{_Experiences of gai; gnFaggd in countcrinsurgency operations, 1 May to 31 July 70.
8. AUTHOR(3) (Firet nome, middle initial, leat nome)

C0, 79th Engineer Group

6. AKPONRYT DATE 78, TOTAL NO. OF PAGES 7. NO. OF RErS
15 Aygust 1970 64 l .
] ., CONTRACT OR GRANT NO. 98, ORIGINATOR'S REPOKRT NUMBER(S)
i b, PROJECT NO.
N/A 703126
3 <. 9. OTHER REPORT NOI(S) (Any ether numiers thal ey b assined
1 hie repert)
{i 12 OISTRIBUTION STATEMENT
§
kL
*5
j 11. SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES 12, SPONSORING MILITARY ACTIVITY
i N/A OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310
; ¥

“F—-——
' 13. AGSTRACTY
]

S

e o~ R
P TNE E et SR ML

| BT

T

62

DD 1'::\:‘"1473 ’ UNCLASSIFIED

Secunty Classification




