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EG.LCBFCO 30 April 1670
SUBJECT: Operational Report - lessons leerned, 579th Engineer Battalion
(Construction), Period inding 30 April 1070, RCS CSFR-65(R2)

1., SICTIA" 1, OFCRATIONS: Significent Activities

a. H C HHC

(1) The compeny performed its normal mission of providing support
to the battalion headquarters and line companies dwring the period
of this report. Training was confined to the battalion mster
training schedule, Special classes were scheduled and conmiucted
as task assigments dictated ' '

(2) The Utdlities section continued to maintain the battalion
headquarters area by performing light construwotion ard minor
repairs. All revetinents in the company aree were repcired and
refilled vith sand, Orossbreoing weas strengthened in bunkers
-and siding was repaired in revetments around billets,

(3) The water points at Sonz “he (Co C, 5¢9t:) amd Song Mao (2/1
Armored Cavalry and 5/27 Art&llcry‘ produced 372,000 and
267,000 gallons of water respectively, during the reporting
period.

b. Cgigany .

(1) Sreapization: The organisational structure of Canpeny &, dwring
the reportig period remained basically the same, Hovever, the
unit assuied responsibility for oporation and reintenance of
the Barber-Greene Batchpr.c asphalt plant at Phan Rang Air Dase
on 4 February 1570. No persomel space authorizations have bsen
provided for the crew, Fersomel rumning the pHlant are being
carried as excess. - '

(2) Ravings The entire length of @-~11 fron Tan Wy to Song bha,
2011, vas capped with a 2" 1ift of asthelt during the peried.
In addition, & Campany poved 5.44 kilonsters of dovble lane in
the "Good View Pass", of Ol.11.

(a) & ucipany took over the operation of the aspholt plant
fre: 554th Civil Engr Souadron (Red Horse) on 4 Tebruary
167C. The crev consists of one B.7 vho is school trained,
and five EM he is training on the job, Richteen losal
mticmals ave used for dedrumring 21d clean-up, Red Horse
pevsonnel eontinued to provide technicel assistance
threughout the reporting period. The Alr Force was
vrovided 3002 tons of asphalt after the plant was taken
over, Total asphalt Production for the period was 27,77
tons,

(b) Tho Barber-Greone Si35 paver which is on loan from the
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BGACBF-CO

30 April 1670

Operational Report - Iessons Learned, 5¢9th Engineer Battalion

i, (Constructionj, Period Ending 30 april 1970, RCS CSFOR-G:(RZ;

SUBJECT;
()
(4)
(5)
INCL

54Tth Engr Bn was used for nll of the paving., The only
mjor problem with the paver was the failure of the win
clutch ani throw-out bearings. This caused the paver to ic
. deadlined on 14.Mar and 15 Mar 1970,

QUABRRYDIG: During the reporting period the folloving amomnts of
aggregate were produced:

22595 cubic yards of base course (34" :vnus)

8311 cubic yards of asphalt apgregate
10019 oubic yards of asphalt agzregcte (i' minus)

. 40925 Total Production

The power take off problem continued dwring the reporting

- pariod, The FTO on the 5/ secondary unit caused “any problais.

The lack of a vilot bearing allowod .xcossive vibrotion in
the PIO, thus causing eurly failure. This problem vas solvod Ly

-obtaining a pilot bearing and rebuilding the PTO, The enine

(V12) wos placed on a ped beside the crusher to eli:xinate
vibration caused by the shakor box.

‘The Stoody auto:ztic welder is being used to build wp a rell
per veek. The increased -vintemance in roll bearing surface
has increased the production of 4" :unus cggregate.

Barly in the roportint period the fesder clutch on the 153
prinary unit vas a sowrce of imuch trouble cnd lost production
tine, Tids problem was aclved by the rcplaceiient of the clutch
adjusting ring ard correct adjustront, Correct adjust-ent has
been reinteined through extensivo operetor training and
supervision,

At the bepginning of this period t:e operating schodule wzs
0730 to 1200 and 1245 to 1830, There was o 45 minute pericd ot
the begiming of the day for start-up and warm-up and ther c 45
rdnute period for lunch an? 45 ninutes were allowed for after
operations check amd rdnor repeir at the ond of the day. On 6
liarch the shift was split to allow the overation of 153 amd Z4
unit through the noon period., The crew was fed in two shifts.
This - rcoulted in the sdditiomal prdductison of approdmately 12;
CY per oporational dey. . .

BIRECT SUPPORT: The Direct Sunport Meintenunce Platoan ca:pletad
324 job orders of a totel 358 job orders, leaving 34 jobs open
at present, Again third shop rosources were utilized _xtensi-.ly
in repair of the crushing plant.

4SI: The battulion ASL section now has 4174 authorized linc
items, Of thot mmber 30.3% are at sero belance, and 581 are cuc
out. 4121 fringe items are on hand, 205 rod ball rcouvdsiticas
have boen submittod (a 100% incroase over the l-st rcporting
period) vith 76 filled, 85 dus outs, and 48 cancelled.
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SUBJECT:

Ce

30 April 1270

Operational icport - leasons learned, 589th En
I . neer Battali
(Construction), Period Ezdins 30 April 1270, Ré‘S CSFG?~652R2°)n

(1)

‘Conreny B
During tho reporting period the caiwany :ioved from Phon iiang to

1Z last Chance (near Vinh Hao) and be
' ‘ gan operating frou th
notr locatibn, Their effort was divided inIi,'.o threz yedn ar::::

. base canp construction, industrial area development and upgrading

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

of highway 01-1, Tho company also asswed res ;
. S ponsibi’ity for the
contdnuous repair of the Song iino airfield and completedytwo
AN

Civic Action Projects.

Effort within the cantom ent.area included construction of
a.ppro:c&mtely 3,000 feet of berns 4 feet high and fifteen fect
vide, Tortified fighting positions, 11 bunkers, iless Hall, one
Xater tover, shower and latrine facilitios, anl maintenance tents.
total of 11 bunkers, which required 190 cubic yards of concrete
uer:hcompleted. The totel U.8, and Vietnc:ese an hours e:q)clﬁ.c;:‘-.’
;:unctsat.:;eﬁa,? ér'e’x:e‘ 26,.83.0 and 670/ hc.:urs repectivaly, Equiizient

The locatinn of tho Asphalt Plant end Rock Crusher at 1Z Iast
Chance was developed diuring tho reporting period. The security
fence was set in place, guard towers were constructcd and the
lix;;advall and concrete for the 250 T?H crusher were built,

e crusher was installed and bogan operation mrior to the ond of
tho reporting veriod. Tho installation of the asphalt plant pad
has begun, U.S. :wn hours totaled 5,240, Vietnancso wn hours
totalod 508, and equient hours totaled 1736 hours. 103 cubic
yards of concroto werc utilized in tho imdustrial area
develomaont,

Tho company began carthwork on highway (I=1 on 17 Februery 1970,
Tho oarthmoving plitomm moved 70,750 cubic yards of scleot fill
(1 &287 U.S. erd 271 Votnamese en howrs wero utilized along

vith 6483 ecvipent hown), During the roperting period worlk was
also strrted on the culveris &nd brid-ss. Thirty-two cubic yords
of concrete were placed amt ono corrugrted :otal pive culvert
wag co'pletec during the period.

During the month of March, the company was committed to the
continual repair of Song Mao airfield. The repair consists of
welding the deteriorated matting to preclude tire failure of the
aircraft; 700 U.S. man hours were expended towards this effort.
This mission will continue into the next reporting pericd.

Two civic action projects consumed 180 equipment hours and 240

man hours. These jobs involved the minor repair of a village
access road and site preparation for a local market place.
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EGACBF-CO . 30 Aprid 1970
SUDJECT: Operationsal Report -  Lessons learned, 569th Engineer Battalion
(Construction), Period Enting 30 imril 1570, RCS CSF(R-65(R2)

d. Cogpany C

g (1) During the roporting period Canpany C was ongnged in upgrading
the "Good View Pass' on €111 fro: Bridge i31.2 (BP 507075) to

’ Bridge 138426 (Bp 456097) and in yaintenance on QL-11 frau
f Bridge /16 (BN 619957) to Bridge #41 (BZ 453084) (32 kilo:wters
of roodway), Due to subbase failures of the completed rondway
between Bridgo ;16 and Bridge #27, a seall avwunt of effort was
apnlied toward repairing the roadway. Recovery of disabled
civilian vehicles in the ACR continued during this period.
During the reporting peried, Conpany C was also engared in
improvement of the baso canp and reconstruction and unintenance
of perimeter defenses. 4 facility was constructed at Song Fho
to permit unloading of crushed rock from side=dinip railroad cars,
During the reporting period, "Mountain lovers" of Coupany C vore
involved in training and operatdons for o total of &9 Zays.

(2) During the roporting period 15,6420Y of select f£i11 and 20,04/
€T of base course was hauled, placed, -~raded and cowpacted.
33,124 CY of unsulta®lo mterial was reioved and spoiled.

The reo~rded reinfall for the :bnth of Februvary 1970 was 0.0C
inch, for l~rch wrg 1,00 inch, and for ipril 'mg 2,75 inch, The
total rainfall fram 1 February through 30 Lpril was 3.75 inches,

(3) The wvertloel construction platoons installed e totel of 34
culverts during the reporting period. These 34 culverts conaisted
of both entire culverte ind meny extonsions of old Franch concrete
culverts vhich were in goodl condition,

The mjority of the culvert construstion vas done by the ist
Construction Platoon., The 2nmd Construction Ilatoon, . ade up of
Vietnanose nornent hire amd US ingenuity, constructed ms-ive
stono-resonry rotaininz walles in tiie "Good View Pass", During
this rcporting period ~pproxi-atcly $,C00 square feet of stone
rasonry retaining walls verc counstructed, '

Efforts to widen. the readwey in the "Good View rass" by
blasiing large rock achanknonts centinucd dwring this reportinz
pericd. The blasted rock was then used to construct stone
msonry retaining walls on the downhill side.

(4) Cantomnemnt Lrea: Work in tho cantonout arca conaisted of
cloaring the high grass amd brush from around the perineter usin-
a dozer and daily hire civilian parsomicl. Also, roconstructica
~ of bunkcrs and guard towers ysing 55 gallon éruns filled vith
earth was completed during this reporting period.

(5) taintonanco of 0l-11: Contimudng mintenance is boing employed
to insuro that QL-11 betweon Dridge #16 ood Bridro #41 i3 kept
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EG.CBF-CO 30 Lpril 1970
SUBJECT: atdonal Rgport ~ lessons Learnod, 589th lngineer Battalion
o (Bonstruction), “2rici Dndinc 30 Aprl1™1970, RES CSFOR-65 (R2)

.open to traffic. This 'zintenance mograil consisted of repairing
soft spots in the already u{)grc.d,ed.roadmy, retrioving discbled
U.S., y ond civilian vehiclos in.Coneny C's LR, and
repairing pot holes in the "Good View Zass, 4lso, the tiibor
bridge declk on Bridgse #16 continued to be a constant maintenance
froblem during tho reporting peried; eight holes in the bridge
dock had to be repeircd,

(6) Construction of Railroad Off-loading Sito: On 25 iarch the
Tirst Constriuction Platoon coupleted comstruction of a rajlroad
offeloading aite at coordinataeg BF503077, aedjacont to Ql=11 at
Bridge #27., On 3 April the Vietnameso Matiomal Railway Systen
began hauling base course from Phan Rang to Sons “ha. fs e
result, the arotmt of base course supnljied to Company C doubled
. to 420 tops a day. . . o o O, .

Y

o. . D . . ; ..' . . ';
MT. . o $ A
(1) Significant construetion activities dirdng this quartor have
boon the contimmtion of IOC upgrading on QL-1, completion of the
Song liro Operational Support ilission, and constructdin of
reilrcad ldading and off-londing facilities.

(2) The mrjority of the 1OC upgrading offort wae concontrated on
0L-1 south Phu Cuy (BN.738740 to BM.7205S4). ''ork has progressed
_ slowly as "his entire soction consiste of widening the road
. through rice paddic arcas. Until rocently sand had becn h~uled
{ran the river, near Fhan Reng, aspro:dmately 8 kilo oters away.
. Cyclo tino amowtod to over ono howr, thus liniting average
daily haul capebility. to approximetely 400 cy. These 400 cy
covered. 2 linodr distancs of only 100°fook, This was entirely
too slow avfi ot was apparent that a now samd pit had to be
located, lats in tho period an aroe was discovered at 3N724719,
A plopser road was construoctod and cycle time was roduced to
epprod vtely 20 minutes,

As the sand 111 procecded south, cycle tinmo for solect
material also incrcased, Barth moving and constructing platoons
upgraded a haul read w open & nov borrow pdt for selact raterials.
Cycle time was reducod from over one howr to approxi rtely 25
dnutes.

(3) During this report period, the Earthwoving Platoon placed anc
compacted 79,828 cy of seloct material. 8,492 cy of spoil
1atorial wap excavated. in the oponing of new borrvow pits,
23,00 cy of send was hawled utiliziog 5 ton dugp trucks. A
total of 3,512 cy of base course wos haulted to the Phu Quy area,
of vhich approximtely 2,000 cy were placed on tho road. The
retainder wss stockpiled,
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EGACBF-CO 30 4pril 1970
SUBJEOT: Operational Roport - lossons iearned, 589th knginoer Battalion
(Construction), Poriod Zicing 30 Lpril 1970, RCS CSFGR-65(R2)

The vertical construction effort on Ql-1 consisted prirarily
of culvert axtensions and headwzcll construction, G40 linear feot
of culvert wore assamblod and placed, Concrcte collars wore placed
to join corregated metal pipe culvort to the existing concrote
box culverts, Sevan headwalls were constructed on the culverts
north of Fhu Qe

(4) The 1BR construction :ussion at Song lino, which began last

quarter was corplated late i March, This consisted of threo

. individual project direetives; (1) MER Construction, B/5/22
ARTI, (2) MR Comstruction, ©/2/1 Cavalry, (3) MER
Construction, Artillory Fire Basa. HMaintenance of the Song Mao
Mreiald eontinues nto the noxt reporting period. A combinod
total of 45,117 ran hours, and 10,431 equipient hours were
expondad., i mejor problen involved 4n this partieular wdssion
was the lack of reliasble cammuwdoation between ’rhe element
ectlly do:lng the work and ﬂu parent unit, -

(5) In preparation for the rail hawl of Baso Course, D Coripany vas
- assiznod the jobs of tudlding & railroad bed for spur line 2t +
"On Icad" facility on Fhan Rang Eir Bago, and construction of
two "Off Toad" facilities at éoordinates B: 41751 and BN7N1616,
€7 :an haurs end gpproxi:ntely 50 squipont hours were expended
in preparing the. "Qn Ioad" facility. 'This consistod primarily
Y uf an earfuoving fagk, o probloms were encounterad. The
Yoo TUNOre Thadh facility at cookiinatan mw 1751 prosentod mmoerous
v proble.u. Tnstial deaipn cA1lod for steel sheet pdling to be
-driven oh each side of the tracks, , The first problan vas .
atte'lpting to, throa& tlie. !heot piling ints the conventional
" pilo driving ;.eu!n "Effoctivae width of this perticular piling
Whs 24 dnches. Imside width of the loads was only 25§ inches,
After varlous atigmpts it hecand apparont that with conventional
Iqb.dl and o rop himmer "tho job vould be exttanaly arduous and
conswing, ‘' Next, a diescl ha:mer was securod, It was
plannod that e single H pilo would be utilized as a 1lgad for the
dleadl havef and a guide for the sheet piling, Hero agdn
aftor sevoral attopts, the attept frdled dm *bo the ve:lgh{
' m aukwo.rdneu of the entires systen,

" The off-load facil:l.ty w8 re&esi(gned enﬁ constructed
'utilisir.g reinforeed concrote.’ 902 ‘mi hours were expendod and
48 cy.'of concrots utilized in construction of the rotaining
valls, Congtruction of a d:ﬂ.‘l.ar fecility at coordinates

- B¥701616. has noy begwn.
(1) During the mporting period, the 513th .mgineer Comany (Dump

providod hual aupnort to tho 58%th Engincor Battalion
(Construstion), utilisin TGE 5 ton dwap trucks and MCA 12 cy

dugp trwgls, ;
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LGACBF-~CO 30 April 1970
SUBJECT: Operatiinai roport - lLesscns locrnod, 589th Lnginoer Battalion
(Cotstructicn), Feriod Lrdin+ 30 Aprdl 1970, RCS €SF(R-65(R2)

(2) At the start of the nericd and up to £ Feb 1970, the 513th Engr .
Co (DT) was involved in o :ission in support of the 864th Enpr
Bn (Const), It fivolved svnding thirty-Iive 5-ton dwap trucks
and the uaintonance s2ction to Hot Rocks on QI-21 noar Ban lie
Thwt, On 1 Fob the conpany had a one day :mintenance standdovm
aftor four dirficult deys os hauling to the!Special Forces camp
at Duc Iap. On 2 Tob 197C, the conpeny iloved near Fha Trang
vhere the 513th suiorted D/864th and the 610th Engzr Co by
hauling asphalt for 4 days along QL-21. On 8 Feb 1670 the 513th
returned without ineident to Phan Ranz., (h 9 Feb 1970, the 2ud
Flatoon wont to Don Duonp, with 19 trucks to support the 577th
Engr Bn (Const), T™o Mrst platoon re;ninod in Phan Rang,
During thie roporting period 4 I'CA 12 ev trucks froir the 577th
Engr Bn (Const) woro attached to the 513th for work in the “han
Rang area, On 9 Feb 1970, 6 more !iCi trucks canc down fron the
577th Ingr Bn in support of the 589th Engr Bn in Phan Rang.

(3) Lt tho ond of this rcporting period corpany hoadcuarters, 1st
Hlatoon and part of reintonance continue in support of the 58Sth
Engr Bn (Const) ~t thon Rang. The 1st platoon consists of six
5 ton dwip trucks, 15 organdc MOM duip trucks, and 10 NCA quip
trucks attached from tho 577th Engr Bn (Const). o reintencnce
gection consists of the muintonanco officor, meintenance NCO,
PLU clerk, dispatchetoolroon leoper, ond two mechanics. Tho
2nd platoon, consisting of twonty-fowr 5-ton dump trucks with
four wechanies, wrockor and weldor continue in support of the
577th Engr Bn (Const). Tho 513th deadlino rate for this
roportiny period startod at 7¢. It t-on droppod to 0% by rdd
Fobruary and rose to an .vortge of 9% for tho entire wonth of
iiarch, It thon dropped to O% by the bogiming of April whero
it has rouained ovor since. The deediine r-to is presontly 0.

(4) During this poriod tho first platoon heulod epproxi-etely
32,000 tons of asphelt, 37,200 cys base courso, and 6,000 cys
of othor mtorials whilo tho second platoon haulod 12,000 tous
of asphrlt, 11,000 cys baso cowrsc ard 8,500 oys of other
‘atorial. Ovor the .ntirc roporting period, the 513th Engr
Co (DT) has had six ..ccadents, two with tho 2nd platoon and
four vith tho 1st plaioon. Tho total nu:ber of :dlos drivon
aro as {ollows:

1st plotoon 1iIGL trucks 90,150 :iles
577th EBC iiCA t-ucks attachod 53,637 ‘1iles
1st pletoon 5-ton dups 18,202 :dles
2n:d nlatoon 5-ton dups 109,850 -ilea

Total nubor of :dles driven 271,069 :iles
g+ Eqraopnal
(1) LTC Donald A, Raimy reridnod as Battalion Corzandnr throughout
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EGACBF.CO

30 April 1970

SUBJECT: Operational Roport - lessons lLoarned, 589th Engineer 3attalion
(Construction), Period Endinc 30 4pril 1970, RCS CSFCR-65(R2)

(2)

(3)

)

(5)

the roporting poriod. 1IT Josoph A, Houck assimod corrand of 4
Co fron CPI Robert !, Xyle on 19 iiarch 70 and was npro-oted to
Captain on 9 Apr 70, CP? Xylo becaio Engineor Ecuip-ent
liaintenance Officcr on 20 iiarch 70, On 12 Feb 70 CPT Josceph
Foast Jr. assuiwod co:viand of 3 Co frour CPT Deniel S. Nuintard
Jr., who rotatsi to CONUS on 16 Fobrvary 1970, CFT Frencis J.
Lowo was replaced ns udjutant on 17 iarch by 1LT Russoll Baient,
11T who had proviously b.on a platoon leader in D Co, On 22
March 70 CPT* Lowo apsumod coimand of tho 513th Ensr Co (DT) Irc:
CPT Richard 4, Peace who doparted for CG™S on 26 :ar 70,

Tho major staff changes for the period arc that Chaplain (:..J)
irnold T. Zllsworth dopartod for CAHUS on ~ TFeb 70 and wes
rorlacod by Chaplain (C:T) W.T. Perienter on 13 Fob 70, 1LT
Zluor C. Hoepker bueamo Pipeline Bngineor in the Operations
Scction on 9 larch 70, CPT Edward D, Haggorty bocaio thie Civil
Engineer of tho Operations Scction on 9 ipr 70. CPT David
Darwin, former Civil Engineor, departod the Battalion on 6 ipr
70, roassirnod to the 19th Engr Bn (Coubat) amd CPT Tod Baver
bocanie Civilian Persomel Officer on 18 Amril 70,

During the poriod 1 Feb 70 to 30 Apr 70 the avorapo strensth of
tho tnttalion decroased from 97.7% to 94.8. of author!zod
strongth, Tho persommol losses/gains are cttributod to:

a, The early DERGS Ioss Progran

b, The stoppod-up flow of roplacerxnt nersomncl rccoived fro.
higher hoadquarters.

The following critical MOS8 shortages continuo to oxist within
the battelions

ﬁ‘ AUTHORIZED + 35 IGNED
1H40 32 24
62140 20 12
64B20 90 %

Units voro roquired to :laco additionsl enphasis on tho QIT
progran sinco the 1i0S of replaco:wnts ofton did not ;intch those
of tho leasoa.

h. Ralleious ictivition

(1)

During the roport poriod, attondanco at religlous scrvicos for
porsonnol of the 589th Engincor Battalion (Const) decrcased
over thao provious roporting poriod - 5 opportunitios for
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EGACBF-CO 30 ..oril 1970
SU3J CT: Operational Report - Lossons Icarnod, 589th Znginocr Battclion
(Construction), Period Bading 30 ipril 1970, RCS CSP(R-65(R2)

worship showod 1310 mon in tho battalion attending.

(2) A wookly Catholic mess was conductod in tho battalion chapel by
a Catholic Chaplain froi: Than Rang Air Base, Catholic coverago
for tho outlying units was schedulod weekly and inecrcased
opportunities for worship wero sroatly apmrceiatod by the troops.
Jewish sorvices wore conducted weckly at the Phan Rang Air
Bage by a lay loader of tho Jowish Feith, Other denodnational
sorvieos which personnel of the 589th worc encourazed to attend
were held at tho Than Rang 4ir Baso Chapel,

(3) 1Inipril, a now chapel boll was installed and dedicated. The
Tho bell was a gift fron the Congregaticon of the United Church
of Christ, Edwardsville, Illinois and was arrciged for by 11T
Jaiws West of 4 Coupany, who dopartod dwring this rcporting
poriod,

1. Iatellizence and Soqurity

(1) Eneny activity decreased significantly in all sreas during the
period excopt in the Conpany D area of Rcsponsibility, which
showod a slight increasc, Rocket amd mortar attacks on the “han
Rang (PRAB), where the battalion headquarters is located, also
inecroosod over the previous pcriod. Battalion production was
not significantly affocted.

(2) Except for o peak of enomy activity during the night of 30 Mar -
1 Apr 1970, tho overall activity was scattored ovor thc poriod
consistod basically of harrassment tactics and attenpis to
disrupt tho LOC progrom.

(a) At 0045 hours in tho morning of 11 Fobruary 1970, a six
man VC forco attonpted to pentratrate the southern perimeter
of PRAB, Bago security engapgod the anamy ldlling two VO
and vounding and capturing anothor, 4lso ecapturcd wero
two ak rifles, seven hand grenades and numerous other itenms
of military oquipnont including = bundlo of :odical sumplies.
Thore vero nogative fricndly casuslitios.

(b) At 5711 hours, 11 Fcbruary 1970, PRAB recoivad two roundas
of 107+ rocket, Thore was no dataro or injury to persenrel
of this cormiam.,

(¢) PRAB rocoivod ninc rounds of 82m: mortar ot 2350 howrs,
16 ®cb 1970 with ncantivo rcsults.

(d) On 27 Feb 70, throc jeeps frou Canpary C travoling oast

on 7L-11 near Bridgc #22 encountored what appcared to be a
co':zand dotonated claynoro trype ine. Coipery C persomncl

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Jo




EGACEF.CO | 30 Anrdl 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Roport - lLossons learncd, 589th ingineor 3ottalion
(Construction), Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSF(R-65(R2)

roturnod firo with a 14-7¢. Thore wore nemtive fricndly
casunltios of daingos. :

(a) Nine rounds of 82m nortar foll short of the Coipany D west
perinoter at 0120 hours, 28 Fob 70, o casurlities or dawnje
roaultOd.

‘(£) At 0805 hours, 5 tar 70, & Conpany D 2% ton truck roceived
nodorate danage whon it backed ovor 2 idne boldcved to bo o
"155tm round. Tho oxplosion daaged the left rcer dunl whicels

- and shattored a window on the vehicle. 4t 1020 hours, a
Viotnanoso child detonatod another :dno at tho saie locatl n.
Tho child rocoivod abdaninal wounds, The incident occurcd
approximtaly one ¥ south of tho Concny D Base Canp, There
vore nogativo caswlties to :werbers of this coizand,

(g) On 13 Mar 70, Company D Base Camp received small arms sniper
fire along the west perimeter at 0113 hours with negative
results. .
(h) PRIB receivod ono round of 101 rockot fire at 0740 hours
on 13 Mereh 1670 and seven rounds of 82um uortar at 2125 hrs,
14 Mer 70, Thero was no dago or injury to personnel of
this cormand.

(1) Twelve rounds of 82m: iortar roceived by FRAB at 0024 hours
was tho first incident during a night of oxtonsivo enawy
activity in tho Battalion ACR on 1 dpril 1970, Tho .vortar
attack rosulted in nosative darfge or casualiios to this
corrand,

(3) Tho Cenpany D base carp roceivod twenty rcunds of g21m - ortar
durin, two soparate attacks at 0136 and 0300 hours, 1 \prril
1970, 411 rounds foll botwoon thc wiro eml bem: i th
nogative results,

(k) During tho night of 30 liarch - 1 April 1970 tle center pi-r
of Bridge #63 on OL-1 was dostroyod by cieaiy oxplosivos.
Conpany D constructed a ono-laine b ~-pass on 1 April to
yadntain traffic flow.

(1) An eneny oxplosivo placed on or wder tho surfzcc of the
road during the night of 30 iicrch - 1 Aprd) croated a 20! x
25! erater and denaged culvort 38.23 71-11 and o retaining
wall., Compeny C -ede ropairs on 1 Aorddl to redntudn trolfic
flow,

(1) At 0930 hours, 1 ipril 1970, PRAB rccaivod two rourds of
107 rockot, Thoro was no de:age or injury to porsomnc.
of this camand, '
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(n) On 5 April 1970 at 1515 hours, PRAB received one round of
107mm rocket. At 2325 hours, 7 April, PRAB received six
rounds of 82mm mortar and again on 9 April received one
round of 107 at 0830 hrs. None of the attacks resulted in
damage or casualties to members of this command.

(o) While traveling north from their base camp, a Company D
work party discovered a mine field on QL-1 at 0830 hrs, 9
April 1970. The field proved to be phony mines consisting
of buried 20mm cartridges. In the same location, VC propaganda
leaflets were found on both sides of the road. A mine sweep
of the area found no mines.

(p) At 0845 hours on the morning of 10 April, Company D personnel
found a 107mm rocket due west of their base camp. The
rocket was aimed at MACV district headquarters in the
adjacent compound. Explosive Ordnance Disposal personnel
were notified and disarmed the rocket.

(q) At 1800 hours, 10 April 1970, a Company A five-ton tractor
received one round of unknown type small arms fire through
the radiator and into the power steering reservoir. The
incident occurred approximately l5km north of PRAB on QL-1.
Damage to vehicle was light and there was no injury to
personnel.

(r) PRAB received one round of 107mm rocket at 0657 hours, 20
April 1970. Damage and casualties to the command were
negative.

(s) D Company 5,000 gallon water tanker backed over a mine at
1030 hours, 21 April 1970 approximately 4% km north of their
bsse camp on QL-1. The mine was located on the shoulder of
the road and believed to be a 105mm round. The spray bar
and ladder were blown from the rear of the vehicle and a
2" x 6" hole was blown in the tank. There were no
casualties.

(t) The only incident in the B Company AOR during the report
period was the discovery of a mine on QL-1 approximately
4 lm nocth of their base camp at 1130 hrs, 23 April 1970.
The mine consisted of a 105mm round and was blown in place.

(3) By the close of the reporting periol, enemy activity in the
battalion AOR had decreased to the lowest point of the period.

j. Operations and trainiﬁa

(1) Battalion effort continued to be concentrated on the LOC program
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(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

during the period. The relocation of B Company to Vinh Hao, on
QL-1, 70km south of Phan Rang air base was accomplished during the
period, with obvious progress already evident on the road. The
crusher became operational by the end of the reporting period

and should greatly increase rock production for the next period,
with subsequent gains in road construction.

On 24 April 1970, all paving operations on QL-11 between Phan

Rang and Song Pha were completed. Shoulder work and minor surfacc
repairs remain for completion of the project. Paving operations
in the "Good View Pass'" were begun during this period, with a total
of 5.4km completed by the end of the period. Paving operations
are expected to begin on QL-1 early in the next reporting period.

The Battalion's major operational support mission for the period,
an artillery fire base in Song Mao was completed on on 26 March 1970,
the same day the artillery pieces arrived.

ARVN training continues at a steady pace. On 28 Feb 1970, 33 members
of the 63d ARVN Engineer Battalion were graduated having completecd
OJT courses on various items of Engineer Equipment. From 2 Mar

until 2 Apr, D Company trained 12 ARVN soldiers on the operation

and maintenance of the 290-M wheeled tractor, and from 4 Apr until
the end of the reporting period, 22 additional ARVN soldiers were
training with the construction companies on various pieces of
engineer equipment. They are expected to graduate from their OJT
Training Courses in May.

Normal training activities were carried out by units of the
battalion during the reporti-g period. Emphasis and special
instruction were given on weapons training and safety.

Maintenance

(1)

(2)

The maintenance requirements throughout the battalion increased
with the inception of the 18th Engineer Brigades' "Project Last
Chance." The program was initiated 1 Jan and increased the daily
operational time of all equipment. The increased equipment
utilization has resulted in higher deadline rates on all types ot
equipment.

The addition of equipment at industrial sites, without adding
maintenance personnel proved to be a detrimental factor in keeping
the deadline rate at an acceptable level. The importance and
emphasis placed on this equipment required that the skilled
mechanics available work many long hours to render these sites
productive. This effort diverted capability from the regular
maintenance effort. Additional mechanics and - -uipment have Leen
requested to help solve this problem.
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(3) A three man Dynalectron team is on site at LZ Last Chance to
support the 250 TPH Crusher and other MCA items on hand at that
site. Minor problems have been experienced in getting MCA repair
parts to this site but this will be improved as convoy frequency
increases. The 250 TPH Crusher has experienced problems inherent
in any new plant and appears headed towards good reliable
production. The established Dynalectron team at Phan Rang is
still experiencing some difficulty in obtaining good supply from
their logistic system. The MCA program has been operaricnal long
enough that their supply system should be functioning efficiently

by this time. There is a great deal of command emphasis on this
problem.

(4) A definite upward trend in the deadline rate has been noted in the
last eight weeks of the period. The primary contributing factor
is felt to be the unresponsiveness of the repair parts system.
"Operation Last Chance" requires a much greater effort on the part
of the men and equipment. Maintenance time has been increased
(Preventive Maintenance - Motor Stables) to 13 hours daily.

This increased effort must be complemented by a steady flow of
repair parts for critical equipment.

(a) Repair parts that were not obtainable during this reporting
period were:

10 ton tractor Engine FSN 2815-910-8218

Ldr scoop, 645m Injector pump FSN 2910-111-2626

l. Medical Activities

(1) This Medical Section provided primary medical support for elements
of HHC, A, B, C, and D Companies, the headquarters and one
platoon of the 513th Engr Co (DT) and one platoon of the 73d
Engr Co. This section also provided medical care for units in
the Phan Rang area having no organic medical support; among
these are D/35th Signal Bn and HHT 2/1 Cav.

The total number of outpatients seen during the period 1 Feb
to 20 Apr was 1265. Of these 68 required hospital care or
quarters to treat their illness.

During this reporting period there has been a turnover of
greater than 50% of the personnel in this Aid Station. Many
activities have taken place to improve the function of the
Battalion Aid Station. The entire Aid Station was painted both
inside and out. A suspense file has been started which lists
all personnel in the Battalion requiring immunizations each
month for the ensuing six months. To start this system properly
it was necessary to bring every shot record in the Battalion uvp
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to date. Also, a file of all Vietnamese personnel was started
to insure adequate medical clearance at all times.

(2) The Army units in Phan Rang have become very dependent on
facilities located at the 35th Air Force Dispensary on the Air
Base. This dependency is mainly for such things as X-ray,
Audiometry, Chemistry Lab and EKG. The Air Force has been very
cooperative in this effort. However, an area which definitely
requires improvement is that of Dental Care. At present all the
dental work for the entire Air Base including three army
battalions located here, is carried out by overworked Air Force
Dentists. It has been recommended to the 6lst Med Bn that an
Army Dentist be stationed here in Phan Rang. This dispensary
has adequate room to set up a Dental Clinic and for providing
quarters for those personnel.

The 8th Field Hospital in Nha Trang has been reduced in sizec
and no longer is able to offer support to this area. As a result,
the 589th Engr Bn is relying solely on the 12th AF Hospital in
Cam Ranh Bay for its support.

(3) A program of Medical Civic action has been set up in the Hamlet
of Bao Truc located off QL-1 about 6 miles South of Phan Rang.
This program has been approved by the Province Medical Chief and
by the MACV Advisors in Phan Rang. A weekly visit is made to the
hamlet and patients selected by the hamlet medical worker are
seen in the dispensary there.

Various projects such as building a fence around the
dispensary, replacing worn out water tanks, and possibly digging
a new well for drinking water have been initiated. D Company
of the 589th Engr Bn has been helpful in pursuing these projects.

(4) Statistical figures for the reporting period are:

FEB  MAR  APR TOTAL

Outpatients 444 501 320 1265

Hosp Admissions

and Quarters 25 23 20 68

Immunizations 364 104 295 763

Laboratory 251 347 242 940

Pharmacy 320 340 270 930

Vietname se

Patients 35 30 25 90
15
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m. Communications

(1) During this period KY-8 Secure Voice systems were installed in
the Battalion Communications Section and in the commo sections of
B, C, and D Companies. This equipment gave the Battalion the
capability of transmitting classified messages between the
Battalion headquarters and the isolated companies without fear
of the enemy being able to monitor the transmission. This capability
has been invaluable in getting classified information such as
convoy schedules, VIP schedules, SOI changes and spot reports to
and from the battalion headquarters in a minimum amount of time.

(2) Overheating of electronics equipment has become a serious problem
during the last of Mar and throughout the month of Apr. With the
summer afternoon temperatures now averaging 94 degrees,
insufficient ventilation and cooling caused breakdowns in several
radios and teletypes in the Battalion Communications Section and
at B Company, where the radio section is located in a CONEX
container surrounded by several layers of sandbags. At the end
of April the Battalion Commo Section obtained a refrigeration
unit which was mounted on the side of the commo building. Ducts
running from the blowers of the unit into the radio and teletype
rooms have eliminated the wventilation and cooling problem almost
entirely. Ventilation of the B Company commo bunker is currently
being worked on.

(3) 1In general, the quality of communications within the battalion
has been improved since the Brigade Signal Officer has allocated
FM frequencies down to the Group level, where the Group Signal
Officer assigns frequencies according to the recommendations of
the Battalion Communications Officer. We now have clearer
communications with all our outlying companies since the
frequencies are allocated with regard to the terrain in which the
companies operate and the distances involved.

n. Losistics

(1) For the reporting period, the main activities of the 589th
Engineer Battalion (Const) S-4 section have been the logistical
support of the five line companies of the battalion; procurement
of construction materials for the newly built B Company base camp
at Vinh Hao, and support of the 6lst ARVN Engineer Battalion
(Const).

(2) The procurement of supplies and materials has presented no
difficulty other than sparse hauling capabilities. The continued
use of an expediter based at Cam Ranh Bay has considerably

16
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3)

(4)

(5)

decreased the requisition-release time for materials and supplies.
Equipment availability is high with critical shortages existing

in only the following items: Boom, Crane 30' (FSN 3815-752-9022,

3 of 6 on hand); Boom, Extension, Crane (FSN 3815-197-7311, 4 of

7 on hand); Generator Set, Gas eng, lOkw (FSN 6115-792-8260, 5 of

9 on hand); Mixer, Concrete 16S (FSN 3895-835-4512, 2 of 6 on hand);
Semi-trailer, 25 ton (FSN 2330-317-6448, 18 of 24 on hand);

Welding shop, tlr mtd, 300 amp (FSN 3431-287-5404, 1 of 6 on hand).
In the field of class IV supplies neither 24" nor 48" CMP

culvert were available from the depot. Mosquito netting is another
item in short supply.

Prior to 1 Feb 1970, B Company, 589th Engr Bn, began construction
of a new base camp located at Vinh Hao. The requisitioning and
procurement of materials presented no insurmountable problems.
Construction included the erection of 6 guard towers, l4 living-
fighting bunkers, 1 Mess Hall, plus shower and latrine facilities.
In addition, the new camp includes an industrial site to house a
250 TPH rock crusher and an asphalt plant. Acquisition of the
asphalt plant components required close, constant coordination with
the sending units. Many components are still not on site.

Transportation of rations from Phan Rang to Vinh Hao was
coordinated thru the 2/1 Cavalry, 5/22 Artillery, and the U.S.

Air Force. The B Company element remaining at Phan Rang palletized
the rations, after which a scheduled Air Force aircraft flew the
rations to Song Mao. There, they were picked up by a CH 47

working for the 5/22 Arty and flown to Vinh Hao. POL products

are delivered by transportation convoys, amounts being requested

by this office based on daily consumption reports from B Company.
Fuel storage was initially a problem but has been corrected.

In accordance with MACV letter, AVH®4-SM, Subject: USARV Support
for ARVN LOC Program, 14 March 70, the 589th Engr Bn (Const) was
tasked by the 18th Engr Bde to provide logistical support (Class
IV Construction Materials) for the 6lst ARVN Engr Bn (Const).
Initial meetings were held to determire and help alleviate
possible obstacles that might arise. Representatives from 35th
Engr Gp (Const), 589th Engr Bn (Const), 6th ARVN Group, and the
6l1st ARVN Engr Bn (Const) attended and discussed the bill of
materials (BOM), the need for additional personnel, and the need
for transportation for the materials once released from depot.
After acquiring-a transiated BOM, the requisitioning began. The
administrative work was accomplished by the S-4 personnel and
three soldiers supplied by the 6lst ARVN Bn, utilizing this
organization's Unit Identification Code (UIC) and an 18th Engr
Bde supplied Construction Directive number (CD 455-0309-0-01).

17
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To expedite the requisitioning of the materials, a second expediter
remains at Cam Ranh Bay, attached to and quartered by HHC, 35th
Engr Gp (Const). The expediter's sole purpose is to speed up the
release of ARVN construction materials. These materials are

being released from the U.S. Army Depot, Cam Ranh Bay, and are
transported to the 61lst Bn by TCMD. This was necessitated due to

a non-availability of sufficient tractor-trailers from this unit
or the 6lst Bn. Close coordination is maintained to insure a
smooth running operation.

2. SECTION 2, LESSONS LEARNED: Commander's Observations, Evaluations, and
Recommendations.

a. Personnel: None

h. Intelligence: None

C. Ogerations:

(1) Rock Crusher Dust Suppressive System

(a) OBSERVATION: Operation of rock crushers generates large
volumes of dust. The dust increases maintenance problems, causes safety hazards
by limiting visibility, and causes respiratory health problems.

(b) EVALUATIONS: Most industrial sites have attempted to design
and install dust suppressive systems on their rock crushers. Results indicate
that the best suppressive technique is a high pressure water system that will
produce a suppressive fog over the dust generating areas. The suppressive
systems have not been completely successful due to difficulty in obtaining the

storage tanks, pumps, nozzles, valves, and other plumbing fixtures required to
build an effective system.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: Current available dust suppressive systems
should be evaluated and a system efther purchased or designed that can be
provided to industrial sites for installation.
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(2) Traffic Control:

(a) OBSERVATION: Uncontrolled and undisciplined civilian
and military traffic reduces road construction efficiency when roads must
be kept open during construction.

(b) EVALUATION: Most roads being upgraded under the LOC
program cannot be closed to traffic to obtain maximum efficiency of con-
struction forces. Military traffic can be controlled by road guards and
MP support can usually be obtained in conjested areas. These measures
are often not effective in controlling VN traffic. Coordination at Pro-
vince and District level often doesn't obtain continuous and effective
police support.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: Coordination with VN authorities at
all levels is required to obtain VN police support in controlling VN
traffic. To be effective, the control must be bi-national when overseas.

(3) Cellular Teams for Major Industrial Site Components.

(a) OBSERVATION: Often major industrial site equipment such
as rock crushers, asphalt plants, and soil stabilization plants are
provided to units without adequate support equipment or operators.

(b) EVALUATION: TO&E 5-500C provides GB, GJ, and MP
cellular teams for operating major industrial site equipment. When major
equipment is added to a unit without an appropriate cellular team, the team
must be formed from available resources. This decreases a unit's TO&E
construction capability because operators must either be taken from TO&E
equipment or from sections that provide vertical construction or
maintenance capability. Under these cii .mstances, the receiving unit's
capability is not increased so much as it is changed by trading capability
in one area of construction for another.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: TO&E 5-500C GB, GJ and MP should be
reviewed to fit the current types of equipment augmentation provided
industrial sites. Cellular teams should be assigned to units tc operate
and support major industrial equipment concurrently with the equipment
authorization.

(4) Continuous Maintenance Expedient Surfaced Airfields:

(a) OBSERVATION: Units are required to provide relatively
long term support, usually welding, to airfields with expedient surfaces.
This reduces the unit's maintenance capability.

(b) EVALUATION: Many airfields in Vietnam were originally
built as forward area airfields; however, changed conditions have dictated
their use beyond their designed life expectancy. Usage or ~perational
considerations often prevent upgrading the airfields into more permanent

installations. These considerations often mean that engineer units are
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tr.aked to previde welding and other mmintenance suppert to airfiaelds in
thady ares of opatations, Assignment of a welding teen, usmlly on a
continuwous basis, seriously dotracts fron the meintenancc capability of the
umit, TO&E 5-.500C provides for a welding team that ocould adequately mrovide
this suppert, These teams could either be aassigned to the enginesr unit
that has airfield maintenance tasks or the tear could be satellited on the
headquarters that has cperetional control of the airfield to give then an
organic mintenance capabllity,

(o) RECOMENDATION: ‘Thet TOMR 5-.500C callular teanms be
satellited on headquarters having operational centrol of expedient surfaced
airfields to give then an organis maintenance capebility.

.. {8) Qiglata lefsrances

. (a) OBSERVATIQN: Construction wit book sets contain meny
ouidated references.

(b) EVALOATION: Comstrustion units ape awihoriged Book Sei,
Combad GP, FSN 7610-664~0435 and Book Set, Construgtion OP, FSN 7610-664-0437.
Theso booi sete contain many outdated reference books without an effective
neans of updating individual texts. Current troop camatvucilon pregrais
require the design and eregtim of rodern stryctwres such as pre-cast and
rrestressed concrete wvhich diatates the use of ocwrent refcroncos,
Spocifications often reference civilian design and construction stamdards
and practiess which are net covered inthe book set references.

(o) RECOMERNDATION: The bock sets be reviewed to pruvide
aarrant texts, The book sets should alse be expanded te cover all the
design anxd censtruction fields ef ewrront enginser Wweop interest,

(4) Organisation: See 2a(1) amd 2b(1).
(o) Training:
(£) legistdcs:
Bokayp af Material {xom Derck
(1) CBSERVATION: 84 sections froquently have
diffionlty in picking up relessed mterials from depol dus to & lack of
sehicilar transportation.
(2) BVALDATION: Individual battalions are constantly
required to transnort large quantities of mterials from Depot to meet ti:t
oonstructien schedules, Mush of this material cannot be TQD'cd dus to tine

delays caused by haul priorities or waccoptable pilferage amd shipment
damage, TOSB hawl capability is required to support job production.
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(3) RECOMMENDATION: In areas of central supply locations
vhere wni4 pick-up 1s required, a transpertation section of at least 5 ea
5T traotyrs with S 8 P trailers should be authoriwed as a TR augpentation
to the “ section. ,
(g) Commmicatiens: None,
(h) Material: Nene.

(1) Others Nome,

DQAID A, RAMSAY
' IIC, CB
Cepmanding

1 ino-Qrpandsatien
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usA=Cu (30 April 1970) 1st Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned of the 585th Engineer
Battalion (Construction), Period E=ding 30 April 1970, RCS
CSFOR-65 (R2)

DA, Headquarters, 35th Engineer Group (Const), APO 96312, 23 May 1970
T0: Commanding General, 18th Eagineer Brigade, APO 96377

1, This Headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
T-~arned for the quarterly peried ending 30 April 1970 fram the 58%th
“reineer Battalion (Construetiom)and concurs with the camments and
coservations of the cammi.nder, with the following comments added:

2¢(1) Concur: A dust suppression system to be included as a component
of crusher systems would be beneficial from both the maintemance and
orerational point of view,

2¢(2) Coneur: Both battaliom and group have participated im district and
province coordination meetings with fairly good sucecess on the poliesy
level, The actual working level - that of local national civil pelice
and U,S, and Vietnamese military poliee - hewever requires continued
monitoring en the part of local field units te insure follow through is
made by all concerned,

2¢(3) Concur: The augmentation of construction units with MCA-LOC
equipment has been most beneficial to the LOC program, The failure

to augment units with additional personnel either through augaented

MTOE or by attachment of TOE 5-500C teams to major pieces of equipment
such as crusher complexes has diluted the effectiveness of the MCA buy
of constructien equipment and has required ad hoe organigational changes,
Coo-dination between various staff sections to provide both equipnent and
r~sonnel to run the equipment would hive enhanced the program consider-
ably and would ave provided a much higher return on tts investment make
in MCA equipment.

2f Concur: Augmentation of a construction unit by addition of a
construction material haul eapability is a worthwhile consideration,
It would be especially valuable where haul requirements are needed for
projeets which are off of the normally trevelled MSR convoy rcttes,

P
/

o ."* )
7 D Ate
s *RICHARD A. CHIDLAW

coL, CE
Commanding
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AVBC-CG (30 Apr 70) 2nd Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the “€9th bngineer Battalion (Construc-
tion) for the period ending 3C April 1970, RCS CSFCR (R2)

DA, HEADCUARTELRS, 18TH ENGINEER BRIGADE, APO 96377 19 JUN1970
TC: Commanding Generel, U.S. Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC-DST, APO 96375

1. This Headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report - Lessons
Learned for the 589th Engineer Battalion (Construction), as indorsed
bty the 35th Engineer Group (Construction), The report is considered
tc be an excellent account of the Battalion's activities during the
reporting period.

2. This Headguarters concurs with the otservaticns and recormmendations
of the Battaliorn and Group Commanders with the following comments added:

a. Reference: Section 2, item c(3). Concur., Either vertical con-
struction personnel must be placed upon the MCA-LOC cquipment or TCE
equipment must be ellowed to sit idle in order to provide operators for
FCA=LOC equipment. Neither case is desireeable,

b. Reference: Section 2, item c(4). There are presently only two
airfields = Song lao Afld (VA 2-18) and Phan Thiet Af1d (VA 2-11) - which
receive continual welding effort, These are both }8A1 airfields which
are classified as Type II, C-130 airfields. MBA1 is not a Type II sur-
face IAW MACV Dir 415-9, After repeasted C-130 loading, the connecting
flenges of some of the pieces of MBA1 matting will breek, requiring
continual welding to prevent the edges of the matting from curling and
presenting a hazard to air traffic., If the airfield is on Installation
Property Records, PAXE should assume maintenance responsibility, Other-
wise, until upgrade of the airfield surface with cither aluminum matting
or a concrete or asphalt surface, the welding will have to be continuous.
Where this exists, the nearest engineer unit must either station a welder
on cite or make scheduled repair visits. If the airfield is controlled,
such a TOE 5-500 C cellular unit could be attached to the control head-
quarters,

c. Reference: Section 2, item c(5), If construction unit book sets
are not updated with current texts or expanded to cover current engineer
design requirements, the engineer unit must requisition required texts
individually from SC 7610/40 IL, Books, Maps, and Other Publicaticns,
dated June 1967,

d. Heference: Section 2, item f. There are few engineer battalicne
in the 18th Brigade AO which have their companics located adjacent to the
tnttalion Headquarters. Construction recuirements dictate the estsblich-
ment of separate compeny base camps located at some distrnce from thre
cattulion Headquarters, Augmentation of the Battalion S-4 Section with
S and F tractor-treilers is necessary if tie-up of organic TCE construc-
tien nzul ascets is to be precluded, USARV Letter, AVL.GC-FDU, dated 12

L3
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AT:0-0G
oL ='ECT:  Operational Report of the 589th Eaginuer EBattalicn (Conctruc-
tion) for the period ending 30 kpril 197c, PCS CSFLi-65 (R2)

vctober 1969, subjects loratorium on Processing of TDA, TDA, end .7CE,
+. placed a moratorium until further notice of all such acticns except
u.ier critical circumstances,

Brigadier General, US4
Commanding

oL, 35th Engr Gp
‘i, 583tk Engr En

a
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AVHGC-DBT (30 April '1970) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 589th Engineer Battalion
(Construction), Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

Headquarters, United States Army Vietnam, APO San Francisco 96375 13 JuL 1970

TO1 Connn(}er in Chief, United States Ammy Pacific, ATIN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

i, This Headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending go Apri) 1970 from Headquarters, 589th
Engineer Battalion (Comstruction) and concurs with comments of indorsing
headquarters,

2. Comments follow:

a. Reference item concerning "Maintenance,” page 14, paragraph k(4):
concur. Injector pumps for AC 645M scooploadei'e are curi'ently a’ zerc(>

balance in-country, but 185 of these pumps are due in. Ten ton truck
tractor engines are normally provided by a non-funded repair program under
AMC, ICCY indicates that a few Red Ball requisitions for these engines are
filled by CONUS procurements, but that there 18 no known solution to the
overall engine shortage. Action by USARPAC or DA is recommended.

b, Reference item concerning "Rock Crusher Dust Suppressive System,"
page 18, paragraph c(1): concur. A dust suppression system should be incer-
porated in rock crus.ier designs and should allow for field modification,
Action by USARPAC or DA is recommended,

¢, Reference item concerning "Cellular Teans for Major Industrial Site
Components,” page 19, paragraph 2c¢(3): concur, However, the present ceiling
on military spaces within the Engineer Command will not permit the organiza-
tion of cellular teams without the inactivation of another unit to obtain
the spaces, All contemplated inmactivations in the foreseeable future will
be to remove spaces froa the Engineer Command in accordance with the troop
reduction program. Recommend DA review the structure of the cellular teams
to insure adequate support for the differeny requirements throughout all

engineer units.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

J. Winter
PT, AGC
Assistant Adjutant General

furn:

18th Engr Bde
589th Engr Bn
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GPOP-DT (30 Apr 70) 4th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 589th Engineer Battalion (Const) for
Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 21 AUG 1970

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D, C, 20310

1. This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed with the
following comments,

2. Reference paragraph 1k(4)(a), page 1l4: Twenty-six engines were
released via Red Ball requisitions during June and July 1970, Fifty per
month (July - November 1970) are due in from rebuild for a total of 250.
A total of 150 is due in from procurement, 100 in October and 50 in
November 1970, 1In regards to injector pumps, quantities on requisi-
tions AT87FV-0148-~6601 and AT87FV-0140-6002 were shipped via air freight
from CONUS on 2 July 1970,

3. Reference paragraph 2c(l), page 18: Concur. Rock crusher dust
suppressive devices are utilized in some commercial operations and should
therefore be available for use with Army equipment, Recommend USAMC
investigate cost and feasibility of providing these devices both for
equipment in use and from procurement.

4, Reference 2c(3), page 19: Concur in the need for additional personnel,
It should be noted, however, that actions taken by the 589th Engineer
Battalion in providing personnel to operate industrial sites are in
consonance with the original USARV plan of operating the MCA LOC equipment,
The plan noted that within the existing TOE structure, there are sufficient
operators with necessary skille to operate and maintain most of the
additional equipment, Assistant operators provided in the TOE for two
shift operation of non-LOC critical equipment, skilled vertical construc-
tion personnel and/or direct hire local nationals could be trained to be
operators on equipment where there is a net increase to TOE amounts,

JG R. McLAUGHLI

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

COL, AGC
Cy furn: Adjutant General
CG USARV

ab
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BGACBF-CO 30 April 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lcssons Lenrned, 589th Engineer Battalion
"~ (Construction), Period Ending 30 ipril 1970, RCS CSFOR-65(R2)

QRGi.NIZ,LTION

The following units were either nssigned or attaahii.d 2s indicated to
the 589th Engineer Battalion (Const) during the recport period.

a, dssigned
1. Headquarters ~nd Headquarters Company
2, Compiny &4
3« Conpany B
4o Ccnpeny C
5 Compeny D
b, attached
1. 513th Engincer Conpany (Dump Truck)
2. Ouarry Platoon, 73rd Engineer Conpeny (Cobstruction Sunpurt)

al
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