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1. Subject report is forwarded for' review and evaluation in accordance 
with paragraph 4b, AR 523-15.  Information of actions initiated as a 
result of subject report should be forwarded to ACSFOR OT UT within 90 
days of receipt of covering letter. 

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure appropriate 
benefits in the future from lessons learned during current operations and 
may be adapted for use in developing training material. 
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DEPARTMMT OP TIE AKMT 
HEMJQ,UAHTEES,  169TH EUGDEEIl BATTALION 

APO 96491 

BSBE-O? 12 May 1970 

SUBJECT!    Operr.tional Report of 169th"Engineer Battalion, APO 96491, for 
Period Ending 30 April 1970. 

THRU:    Commanaing Officer,  159th Engineer GTroup, ■ ATTN: EGB-OP, APO 96491 
Comiaanaing Officer,  20th Engineer Brigade, ATTN: AVBI-COS, APO 96491 
Commanding General, US Army Vietnam; ATTN: AVHGC-DST, APO 96575 
Commanding General, US Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-OP, ATO 96588 

TO:        Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development 
Department'of the Army  (ACSPOR-DA) 
Washington, D,  C. 20301 

Section 1.    Operations 1    Significant Activicies 

1.    COMMAND 

a,    ORGANIZATION:    This report covers activities of the 169th Engineer 
Battalion from 31 Janiiaay 1970 to 30 April 1970.    The Battalion was commanded 
"by LTC Nick J. Andre from 31 January 1970 to 30 April 1970. 

h.    Mission: The mission of the 169th Engineer Battalion in the theater 
of operations is:    to construct and rehabilitate roads and airfields, pipe- 
line systems,   structures,  and utilities; to provide combat and operational 
support; and to assist in emergency recovery operations as directed by the 
159th Engineer Group.    In addition to the TOE mission as stated above,  the 
Commanding Officer of the 169th Engineer Battalion is designated as sub- 
sector commander and has the rpsponsibility for the security of a 2700 meter 
portion of the Long Binh Post perimeter, 

c. Area of Responsibility; The 169th Engineer Battalion's area of 
responsibility includes the provinces of Binh Tuy and Long Khanh.    Additional 
responsibilities include missions in the Long Biniyiien Hoa complex. 

d. Assignment: The 169th Engineer Battalion has been assigned to the 
159th Engineer Group'since 30 May I966.    The Battalion headquarters is 
located at Long Binh, EOT, 

FOROTUT     FOR otticmL USL oMLy 
702091 ' 
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BGBB-OP •     12 May 1970 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report of 169th Enginoer Battalion, APO 96491, for 

Period Ending JO April 1970. 

o.    Movements, Attachments asid. Setachrientst    During the quarter the 
169th Engineer Battalion had nine attached units.    They are the 544th 
Engineer Company (CS)  (6 Officcra and 165 EW authorized), 43rd Engineer 
Company  (BT)  (4 Officers and 109 Eli authorized);  22nd Engineer Detaclimont 
(VJB)   (SEMk  38th aigineor Detachment   (Iffi)  (2EII).-156th Engineer Detachment 
iWDl   (2E!'1)>  551st Engineer Detachment  (V/D)   (2EM), 917th Engineer Detachment 
(WD)   (2E11),"i3'I platoon,  517th Light Equipment Company  (l officer and 25 El-l) 
and EH platoon,  92nd Engineer Battalion' (l Officer and 34 EM).    On 17 March 
1970,  the 22nd Engineer Detachment  (TO),  50th Engineer Detachment  C-T)), 
156th Engineer Detachmont  (V/D),  551st Engineer Detachment  (VT))  and 917th 
Engineer Dotaoliment  (vffl) were attached to the 92nd Engineer Battalion 
(Construction). 

Headquarters, A Company and the 43rd Engineer Company   (DT)  continue to 
ho located at Long Binh Post in the 169th Engineer Battalion cantonment 
area.    B Company continues to bo located at their base camp near the vil- 
lage of Phuong Lam, on QL-20.    C Company remained at their base camp on 
QL-^O near the Village of Xa Binh Hoa.    D Corapr'jiy remains at theix base 
camp on QL-20 at the La Nga River.    The 544th Ehgtooer Company (OS) romaina 
at their industrial site and base camp located on QL-20 at Hui Soo Lu.    Tho 
92nd Eii platoon is attached to D Company,  and the 517th EM platoon is at- 
tached to B Company, 

f.    Visitors and Awards; 

(l)   During this reporting period the work sites and base oamps of 
the 169th Engineer Battalion were visited by LTG Mildren  (Commanding General 
TJSABV),  MG Dillard (Comanding General,• USAECV  (?)), BG Yates  (IAC-DC L0C),; 

BG Tarbox (Conmanding Genera", USAECAV), 3G fiorris  (Commanding'General,  I8th 
Engr, BDe.), BG Sclirader (Comrarvnding General, 18th Engr. Bde.),  Col E. T, 
O'Donnell (CO,  20th Engr. Bde.),  Col E. J.'Puller (D?TY CO,  20th Engineer 
Bde.),  Col Sterling (CO, 34th Engineer GP),  on-il Col Denz   (GO, 79th Engineer 
GP). 

(2)'   During this reporting period,  tho battalion has awarded 24 
Bronze Stars,   201 Commendation Medals,  and 1 Air Medal,    Breakdown for 
the three months are below 1 

Bronze Star- ARGON                 Air Modal 

PEB                                                 7 20                          1 

MAR                                                 10 55 

APR                                                 7 128 

/^    Of'Fic/Al bs$.  ofrly 
INCL (2) 



EGBE-OP - 12 May 1970 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report of 169th Engineer Battalion, APO 96491,  for 

Period Ending JO April 1970. 

2,    Personnel. Morale and Disclplino^ 

s..    Personnel; 

(l)   General Order No.  609 reorganized the 169th Engineer Battalion 
effective 25 October 1969 under TOE5-II5G, with a total authorised strength 
o.f 58 officers and 869 Enlisted men.    One of the two major attached units, 
the 43rd Engineer Company  (DT)  is orgraiized under TOE 5-1240 with a total 
authorized strength of 5 officers and 1 warrant officer and 109 Enlisted    ' 
men.    The other,  the 544th Engineer Company (CS), attached 31 Octoher 1969» 
per General Orders 53i Headquarters 159th Engineer Group, dated 31 October 
1969,  in organised under TOE 5-II4I) plus an augmentation of two Qnaxry 
Sections assigned per General Ordert   61, Hoadquaxtors,  159'th Engineer Group, 
dated 27 December 1969, bringing their total authorized strength to 4 of- 
ficers,  2 warrant efficers, and 165 Enlisted men.    The personnel strength 
of the 169th Engineer Battalion and attached units for the reporting period 
were as follows: 

(a) As of 28 February 1970. 

OFF. WO EM TOTAL 

Authorized       40 10 

Assigned 40 11 

(b) As of 3 March 1970. 

Authorized 40 10 

Assigned            27                  10 

(0) As of 30 April 1970. 

Authorized       40 10 

Assigned 39 11 

(2)    The following are critical over^strengthc and \mdot~crtxongthe accord- 
ing to TOE, 

(a) Fourteen HOS overstxeng.ths are as follows: 

HOS DISCRIPTIOW HAUK AUTHORIZED/AS SIGHED 

5rjI20       Water Supply Spec E-3/4 4/9 

62B30        En;ri?.eer Equip Repair E-4/6 2l/35 

INCL M 
FOR ö^icifiL wa5£. ovZ.y 

1155 1203 

1091 1142 

1153. 1205 

1043 1090 

1153 1203 

1080 1130 



JGBE-OP • 12 Hay 1970 
SUBJECT:    Oporatinnnl Report of 169th Engineer Battalion, /JO 96491i ^ov 

Period Ending 30 April 1970i 

62E20 Engineer Equip Repair E-4/5 28/46 

62G20 Qjiarryman E-4/5 47/52 

62J20 General Constr Mach Oper E-4 28/30 

62K20 Grader Operator S-5 18/20 

65D20 Wheel Vehicle Repair ' E~5 35/53 

65G30 General Vehicle Repair E-5 9/11 

64AIO Light Vehicle Driver E-5/4 28/39 

64C4O Truckmaster E..6/7 8/9 

76A10 Supply Clerk E-3 9/11 

76Q20 Repair Parts Spec E-4/5 11/14 

76Y20 Unit Supply Spec E-4/5 3/6 

82B20 Constr Surveyor E-4/5 4/8 

(b) Significant areas of -undorstrength 
supervision, and maintenance.    These include: 

include construction 

MOB DESCRIPTION RANK AUTHORIZED/ASSIGHED 

44C20 Welder ■     E-4/5 13/11 

51110 Constr & Utility Work E-3 25/1 

51B20 Carpenter E-4/5 72/65 

51C30 Structure Spec E-4 6/3 

51D20 Mason E-4 12/3 

51G20 Soils Analyst E-4/5 4/3 

511140 Constr Foreman E-6/7 32/24 

62B10 Engineer Eriip Appreiitioe E-3 41/17 

62B20 Engineer Equip ilepalx E-4/5 50/40 

(4) 

FOR omci#/L usr OA)Ly 



EGBE-OP • 12 fey 1970 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report of 169th"Engineer Battalion, APO 96491,  for 

Poriori Ending 50 April 1970. 

621)20 Asphalt Equip Operator E-4/5 26/17 

62P30 Crane Operator E-4/5 26/24 

62G50 Quarryraan E-4/6 12/2 

62G40 Quarry Foreman 5-6/7 7/3 

62L20 Reeled Tractor Operator E-5 49/55 

62K40 Constr Ifcch Supervisor E-5/7 23/17 

62K50 First Sergeant E-8 2/0 

65A10 Mechanic Maint Apprentice E-3 10/8 

63C4O Motor Maintain 3gt B-6 5/2 

64B20 Heavy Vehicle Driver E-3/5 ' 149/72 

71T20 feint Data Spec E-4 8/3 

82A.10 Rod   and & Tape man E-5 4/0 

(5) The imbalance in MOS strength is a result of the difference 
■bctwoon the rcquiroincnts listed in the TQ3 end the present mission of the 
battalion.    Roplccements having different MOS arc given OJT in the needed 
HDS.    For exawplo, plumbers (51K) who axe not essential to the present 
mission are being trained as construction foreijien, truck drivers,  and 
equipment operators, 

b.    Health and Sanitation; 

(1) The physical and overall health of the personnel axe 
excellent.    Good personal hygiene,  cleanliness and personal protective 
measures are emphasized continuouoly, 

(2) The mess halls and sanitation facilities are inspected 
regularly,  and have been found to be in satiafactory condition.    De- 
ficiencies <.":d recommendations are reported to the respective companies 
for corrective action. 

(5) 
FOR  OtflCiQL   USC OMly 



KfflE-OP •     12 iiay 1970 
SÜBJiXTs    Operational lloport of 169th Engineer Battalion, A?0 96491, for 

Period Ending 50 April 1970. 

(3)   Voneral diaop-se remains n major problom within the battalion 
although the rate han docl.lnod slightly ninco January,    Personal protcotivc 
measures arc continuously stressöd to the troops,    The battalion doctor 
vicits each isolated base camp once a vook, 

0, Morale; 

(l) With the exception of March, the battalion chapel attondanco 
has remainod above 30^'D, The battalion chaplain visits each base caap once 
a wed; to present character guidance olassoc and give religious ocrvicos. 

week. 
(2) The battalion theater continuoB to show movioc 7 nights a 

Each of the four company base camps also show movies 7 nights a week. 

(3) The isolated companies C, D and the 544th Engineer Company 
(CS), all operate Obhcr Sundry Funds for the purpose of serving beer, soft 
drinks and snacks. Company B is in the process of applying for permission 
to establish an Other Sundry Fund, 

(4) Presently the PX facilities for the isolated companies in- 
clude a stock of essential items provided by imprest funds from lACEX, 
There is no Mobile PX service to the isolated companies, but a request 
has been forwarded to the 20th Engineer Brigade to provide this service. 
The 544th Engineer Company (CG) base oawp has a gift shop, 

(5) R&R allocationn for the 169th Engineer Battalion avoraged 
65 per month, Out-of-country R&P. allocations are suffioient to accomodato 
all personnel that wont tc participate. Host iccoivcd the country of their 
choice. In-country P-äR'G are no longer available. The battalion has estab- 
lished an n&R program at HHG, 169th Engineer Battalion on Long Binh Post, 
Each isolated company Ecnds two men per week to Long Binh for R&R, The 
battalion R£S program is used to reward deserving enlisted men who perform 
their duties in an exonplary manner. 

d, Dipcrplino; During the reporting period there have been 8G company 
grade article 15's given and 31 field grade article IS's. The majority of 
thone article 15'c v/ore for failure to report for duty and disobedience of 
orders. Iline special court martiais have been convened during the report- 
ing period, 

e, Camialties; During the reporting period the battalion lias suffered 
the following casualties: 

(1) Killed: One (l), Self-inflicted wounds. 

(2) ■.■founded in Action: None 

foX   of-f/o&l use  OA/ly 
(6) 
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B3BE-0P 12 fey 1970 
SUBJECT!    Operational Report of 169th Bngineor Battalion, APO 96491, for 

Period Ending JO April 1970. 

(3) In^'jrios, ncn-hoEtilo cauces:    I'he battalion nufforod 15 
perconal injuriof; during the pci'lod.    Six  (6) romiltod fron accidental 
or intended weapons incidents:    Three rruXforod injurioa from vohiclo ac- 
cidents,    Tm rcnainder ucro austainod while on duty  ctatuo, 

(4) The battalion liad 7 people evacuated frora Vietnam for injurieQ 
incurred while on duty.    One vrao evacuated for pcychiatric disordora« 

3.    Intc'lli,?onco,  Counter Intelligence, and Eno-ny Activity; 

a, Intell.yTcnco end Counter Intelligenoe: 

(1) The battalion irvn porfoi-ned no Conbat Intelligence functions 
during the pant reportiix; period other than reporting to higher headquartars 
all incidontc involvijag enemy activity in the AOR that involve cither units 
within the battalion or cocurity forccc provided for the battalion. 

(2) The battalion receives intelligonccc infornation concerning 
the Long Birih area and Long Khanh Province in the fom of Intelligence sun- 
npjriec. fron Lorg Binli Poet,   II Field Force, and Long Khanh Irovinoe Advicory 
Teanrj,    These HTSIMS are received daily. 

(3) Periodic intelligence briefings axe given to officers of the 
battalion by the 13th ARVN Division,  the districts alonp QL-20, and the 
199th Light Infantry Brigade.    By necne of close personal contact with the 
ARVK and districts,  the battalion ia kept abreast of the tactical situation, 

(4) Hecons in the fom of  sweep    ieanc are conducted throe {5) 
tines a week in front of the Battalion's oub-sector of Long Blnh Post peri- 
meter. 

(5) Periodic swoops have been conducted in areas on Long Binh 
Post within the battalion's cub-sector which were suspect areas. 

b. Eneny Activity; 

(1) There were no construction days lost due to onery activity 
d-oxing the period, ' 

(2) On 3 February 1970 at approximately 2130 hours Company C 
received two (2) mortar rounds just outside the perimeter of their base 
canp (YT 386262). There were no casualties or flanage. 

(7) 

FOR OPRC//^ use OA/LSI 



ETTBE-OP 12 M-.y 1970 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report of 169th Engineer Battalion, ATO 96491, for 

Period Ending 30 April 1970. 

(3) On 5 March 1970 at approximately 1000 hours, throe (3) NVA 
suBpocts wore  spotted in the vicinity of YT 604434  : y Gonpany D end AHVH 
porsomiol.     Shots wore firod at suspects,  however.thoy fled.    Ho casualties 
or damgo. 

(4) On 12 March 1970 the 544th Engineer Gonpany (OS) found two 
(2) hand dr^wi naps on two Viotnanoco enployeGs,    Both Viotnanese escaped 
with one uap.    Individuals have been identified since that tine. 

(5) On 15 March 1970 Gonpany C reported four  (4) nortar rounds 
being received in vicinity of YT 397263.    Three Vietnanese Civilians were 
wounded.    There were no US casualties or danage, 

4.    Operations Plans Training; 

a.    Projects completed during Reporting Period, 

(l)    Combat and operational Support 

(a)    109-l3465-0-2ö, Dozer Support, D Co, 169th Engineer Batta- 
lions Constructed berms and gun pits ESO DAH,  starting date 27 February 
19^0, comple+ed 3 March 1970. 

Cb)    189-5485^0-20,  Construction of Heavy Gun Pads, FSB DM, 
C Co, 169th Engineer Battalion;    Conr.tracted two Iioa-/y Gun Pads and under- 
ground fire direction center.    Starting dato 24 March 1970, Completed 31 
March 1970. 

(c) 243-6213-0-20, Equiprnont Support, 79th Engineer Groug, 
A Company. 169th En,-:incnr Battalirn; Provided two 25 ton trailerd with 
10 ton trac~tors.    Starting date 22 March 1970.    Completed 25 March 1970, 

(d) 243-6120-0-20, Equiünont Support,  79th Engineer Group, 
A Company, 169th Engineer lia.ttalicn:     Provided tv.*o 25 ton trailers with 
tractors,     ötartin,^ Cüto 3 February 1970.    Completed 6 Pebru-ry 1970. 

(e) 275-6265-0-20, Equipmcrt  Sup-port,  79th Engineer Group, 
A Ccmppmv.  169th Enrinocr Battalion:    Prcr.'idod one 20 ton Crane,  Starting 
date 24 April 1970,    Completed 28 April 1970, 

• (f)    289-6070-0-20,  Liying Fi^htin.^ Bunkers, 544th Engineer 
Company   (OS).   Gomppj-iy C 169th EVwineer Battalion:    Constructed 10 ea 20'x 
40! Bunlajra ?nd 1 ca 4t)'x40,  Command Buiilccr,    Starting date 16 December 
1970.    Complotod 4 February 1970. 

(0) 

FOR OFnc//7L U^SE o/viy 



SSBE-OP 12 Kay 1970 
SUBJECT!    Oporaticmal Report of l69thThc-ineor Battalion, APO 96491, for 

Icriod aiding- JO April 1970, 

(G)    291-6P24-0-20.  Enulprncnt gaPfirt,  79th Dv;rneor Croup. 
A Company, l69th Sr.gir.eor fivfatalion:    Ä-ovided one 25 ton trailör with 10 
ton tractor, "starting date" 1 April 1970, Completed 6 April 1970. 

(h)    291-6232-0-20,  Equipment Su^ort,  79th Sngineor Croup, 
A Cornpa-ny,  159th Engineer Jfattalion;     Provided 0110 2"5 ton traiibx' with 10 
ten'traotor." Starting date 4" April 1970. Conpletod 6 April 1970, 

(2)   FACT Adyisor FaoilitieG!    None 

(5)   MniTium Essential Requirementa! 

(a^-  TO 389-5304^-0-20,  Hardstand,  Open Storag-e Area, Ifesajfell 
Burnout Latrine, Eiel^^l5^3^.ä]^^_tta JLiqn^^Si? .-rtillory. D Ccajanj;, 
I6^th Engijioer battalion:    Starting date 9 March 1970.  Coapleted 11 l-iaroh 
1970". 

(^)    Linos of Conununicationa; 

(r-)    ^143-0302-0-20, love trestle grea.ac rack,  D_G;-."1panyj. 169th 
aigiheor Battalion;    Starting date 21 February 1970. Completed" 23 Febrmry 
1970. 

b.   Aotive Projeots 

(l)    Combat Support and Operational Suppoirb 

fa)    24-3-5729-P-23, liaintenance Base Camp Perimeter, Long 
Binh Post, fflDC, l6'9th äigineer Battallcäi;   Repair bunkers and install 
conoertiiTv wire and trip flares.  Continuous. 

(b)    2ej}-6l09rO-2O_f Kaintenance Bay Canp Perimeter ,544^11 
■J&glPi-Sg Compa-ny/CcS^"," "544th" Engineer" "c"o3pa.ny~Tcs) •    R~e"pair burdcers and 
instr-ll concertina wire and trip flares. Continuous, 

(0)    289-511-0-20,  r-faintonanoe Base Caag PerimeteT^ B Company 
169th Engineer Battalion; Repair bunkers and install concertina wire and 
trip flaros. Continuous, 

(9) 

FOR   OFF-/C(^/-    U5£   OvLi 



IEBE-OP ' 12 Ttoy 1970 
SUBJECT:    Oporaticn,?! Report of 169th Engineer Battalion, APO    9649I, for 

Poriod Ending 30 April 1970 

(d) 289-6112-0-20, Maintenance Base Camp Perimeter,  0 
Coapany 169th Er-ginocr Battalion; Repair bunkcra and install concertina 
vire and trip flarea, Continuoua« 

(e) 269~6113-0-20,    riaintenanoe Base Canp Perfceter B 
Cosprny,  169th Engineer Battalion; Repair hühkera and install concertina 
wire and trip flares. Continuous, 

(f) 789-0307-0-20, Dost Su-^ronGJon syston, gonano. QiLairy In- 
dustrial Conpley., B Conpany 169th Sti^lnccr Battalion:    V/atcr storage tower 
constructed ICf/o oonplcto.    Starting date 1 iiay 1970.    Expected ccnyletion 
date 20 May 1970. 

(2) MCV Advisor Facilities: 

(a)    43-?59-Ol-l'39 HI C?Z Provihcc Advisorg. ^n Trji. Binh 
Tuy, A Company.  169th Biffinecr Battalion;    Well abandoned 2 February 1970. 

O3)    812-0301-01, Water voll  fcr HACV advisors at Trang 
'BOXKX'.    Project Trcnsforred to 92r.d Engineer Battalion April 1970. 

(3) Mininun Essential Requixencnts:    None 

(4) Lines of Connunictation: 

(a) 417-53C1-0--20. Water Well  for 92nd Engineer Battalion; 
Project transferred to 92nd Engineer Battalion April 1970. 

(b) 489-^315-0-20. O-poration  and Maintenance of Quarry. 
Crunher and Asphalt riant.  54/lt'.'. i^nrineer "ööi.TC.-.-'Jiy (CSf;    Started 10 Decem- 
ber 1969.    Expected completion 31 July 1970. 

of SL-gQ frt 

ST of clearing & grubbing, place 903,732 CY of subbase, placed 133,956 
CY of base oourse rock, paved 53.36 El 1st lift and 19.96 Hi End lift 
using 89,658 tons of asphalt concrete,  placed 1257 LP 35" culverts,  746 
LF /e" culvert,  568 LP 60" culvert,  490 LF 30" culvert.    Project 65^ 
complete.    Started 15 September 1569  ,  estimated completion 31 July 1970. 

(d) 489-^312-0-20, Maintenance nr_Base Cans for Banana Quarry 
Cantanraont, 3A4t:i En/Uncor Coi.Tpany; I6gtli Enr.lnoqr Battalion; i'linor repair 
to mess lia.ll sliowcr, burnout latrine,  eiec-cricajT wiring.    Continuaus. 

rOl^    OPPlC/flL. U5£   OAJty 
(10) 
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BGBE-OP ' l? May 1970 
SUBJECT!    Opor.-.vtioral Report of 169th Engineer Br.ttallon, APO 96491,  for 

Toriod EtidLUG 50 i^pril 1970. 

(e) 4G9-'3307-0-20, Kaintonr-nco of Banc Cr.uv for B Cor.pany 169th 
§TgteooT Bp.ttn.] i on! i'lijior repair to racns Jnll, r.hower, burnout latrine, 
olootrical wiring.    Continuous, 

(f) 4S9-s;Q8-0-20, ?hintcn.?Jr.CG of Banfc Cagp for Oor-pPAY C 169th 
En,--:torer Bp.ttalior.; riinor repair to neaa liall, shower, burnout latrine, 
eloctrical wiring,    Continuoue, 

(ff) 439-5309-Q-20. Maintcnajicr; of Bacg Gang for B Conpany 169th 
Eiyrinocr Battalion; Minor repair to noan hall, nhowor, burnout latrine, 
electrical wiring,    Continuouc, 

(5) MLCY Advisor Facllitior;! 43-3S6-01-159.  IH C'JZ II/.CV Bietrict 
Facilities,  Binh g-qy "irovincc;    Trjih Linh water well trancforrod to 92nd 
Engineer Battalion April 1970,    Veil 100;^ conploto, waiting on punp to in- 
stall in well, 

(6) Base Construction: 

(a)    43-gBQ-01-,r-7S  (BflJ)) Outdoor Hocro-vhion Facilitir.r:. Long 
Binh Font, Coripany G. 169th Siyliiecr Battalion:    Project consists of con- 
structing four softball fields,  four tennis courts,  four basketball courts, 
and thirty volleyball courts.    Projects has not been started due to low 
priority. 

Cb)    MSzS22t&^Li.}MlSI-lSlls-135}h ^--'■ht Infantry Brigade; 
Project transferred to 92nd Engineer Battalion April 1970, 

(c)    r)43-O3Q8-0-l, Head prvinc:.   Lcnrr Binh Post,  Conyrny A, 
169th Engineer Battalj.on:    Consists of paving arterial  streets on Long 
Binh Post, project to bo started after couploticn QL-20, 

d. Engineer Plans;    During this quarter the battalion received the 
lOO/a drawings for Q, L-20,    Field changes to the plans contiraied to be ef- 
fected in the northern section of QL-20 due to extensive surface and cub- 
surf aco rock. 

e. Plant Operations;    The crusher conplex at Gia-Kien produced 117,476 
cubic yards of 2"   (-), 43,008 cubic yards of 3/4"   (-),  and y.,"lA tons of 
asphalt. 

F,    Training; 

(l)    Fornal training is conducted in the battalion on Sunday ruid 
Tuesday evenings.    Mandatory üi ejnd ÜSAHV svibjects are taught.    The major- 
ity of the training is carried on at the coupany level in conoandor'n loc- 
tiu-cc and regular claccoc, 

(11) 
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HJBE-OP 12 May 1970 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report of l69th Engineer Battalion, APO 964911 £0* 

Period Ending JO April 1970. 

At battalion level, a class in Counter-Sapper tochniquos is conducted every 
two weeks by the S-2 staff and officers from the companies.    The class is 
given to all new personnel and includes the skills that relate to perimeter' 
guard duties such as weapons familiarization, artillery fire and adjustment, 
enemy  sapper tcchniqucp,and star-light scope operations. 

(2) Company A,Direct Support Maintenance Section conducts OJT for 
ARVif mechanics. There is an average or ten ARVH mechanics per class. The 
classes are run on a rota/tion basis with each mechanic getting a chance to 
become familiar with both engineer and ordnance equipment. The program is 
working well, but a lack of Tu's in Viotnamose m?kes the task more diffi- 
cult and detracts from the over all effectiveness of the program. 

(3) The 45rd Engineer Company (DT) has employed Viotnaraesc drivers 
to suppleaent their effort in obtaining maxir.nm utilization of the GfiC diunp 
trucks that were received under the HCA/LOC buy program, 

5.    Logistics; 

a. Equipment Status: The following- list reflects Mission Essential 
TOE/iITOB equipment shortages for this battalion, which impact upon mission 
ac c ouplishment. 

NOii'XGLATUHB 

Semi-Trailers, LB 25T 

Welding Shop, 300 AMP 

Shop Maint, Contact Trk 

Distributor, Bit. 800 Gal 
(544th Engineer Co) 

Truck Utility, l/4T M151A1 

Trudc, Tractor 10 Ton 

Truck, Cargo 2| Ton 

Lubricant Service Unit 

Pnoumtic Tool & Compressor 

AUTH 

19 (l6 unserv) 

SiIORT 

24 21 

7 3 4 

6 5 1 

2 1 1 

24 22 2 

27 25 4 

40 36 4 

1 0 1 

/•Of?   CFfiaM USE ONL/ 
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B3BB-0P 12 May 1970 
SUBJECT:    Opcratioaial Report of 169th Ensineor Battalion, APO 96491, for 

Period Ending ^0 April 1970. 

b.    KCA/LOC Profgrsai; 

During this reporting period the battalion,  and the 45rd Engineer 
Gocpany  (DT) had on hand the following items of HCA/LOC equipment: 

ITEM ON HAM) 

Bucket, Concrete 1 

Compactor, Segmented 2 

Curbing Machine, Extruder 1 

Distributor, Bituminous, 2500 Gal. 1 

Distributor, Water, 5000 Gal. 1 

Drill, Hock, Pneumatic tractor 1 

excavator, Hydraulio 2 

Grader Sloper 2 

Paving Machine, Asphalt 2 

Roller, Self-Propelled, Vibratory- 2 

Roller, Self-Propelled, 8-15 Ton 2 

Jersey Spreader 1 

Taaper, Has Type 5 

Sweeper, Rotary, Towed 1 

Tractor, Utility W/Oackhoo 2 

Truck Dump, 20T, 10CY, CMC 71 

Welder, 400 AMS 

c. Maintenance Float Items: Of the 52 assorted pi 
light equipment authorized under Maintenance Float, the Battalion has 
received the following: 

FoH Gmci/U(15) U5£ OA//./ 
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EÜBE-OP '12 May 1970 
SUBJECT:    Oporational Report of 169th Engineer Battalion,  AK) 96491, for 

Period Ending 50 April 1970. 

c. I'hintcnanco Float Ito-nn!    Of the |52 aytortod piecoo of hoavy and 
light equipment authorized under Haintcnance Float,  the Battalion haa red- 
eived the following: 

(a) D7E Tractor 2 ea. 

(b) 830M3, WHLI) Tractor 4 ea. 

(c) 29011, WHLB Tractor 2 ea. 

(d) 2   1/2 Ton Truck 4 oa. 

(e) 5 Ton Tr?.ctor 1 ea. 

(f) 5 Ton Buiap Truck 10 ea, 

(g) Scoop Loader,  2    l/2 Cu, Yd. 2 ea. 

The remaining itenn are on requicition tiy Company A, Tecl-jalcal Supply, 

d. Ammunition: 

(l) During thic reporting period demolition cupplien were in chort 
supply. On one occacion to continue quarry operations this unit had to go 
to the 277th S;;S Bn AS? at Tay Hinh to obtain military dynamite, A contin«" 
ed high ucage rate of damolition supplies is expected md these items should 
be stocked in '0110 Long Binh storage facilities, 

e. Maintonancct 

(1) The battalion deadline rate for the past quarter averaged 12,2;i 
for USAKV critical items ?-nd 12,C^ overall.    The critical deadline was af- 
fected adversely by an abnormally high deadline rate at the begirming of 
the quarter which has been lovorod to approximately 9,Ofo d'^iriiig the last 
several weeks of the quarter, 

(2) The extraordinary demands placed on equipment for the con- 
struction of QL-20 has increased the neod for effective maintenance pro- 
grams which can be supported only by having qualified personnel and the 
Required parts on hand,   'The former have demonstrated outstanding spirit 
and performance, however,  the most significant problem area continues to 
be the needless tine lost awaiting repair parts. 

(14) 
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BSBE-OP • in Hay 1970 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report of 169th'Engineer Battalion, APO 96491» for 

Period Qiding 50 April 1970. 

(3)    The nnticiprvted rapid influx of' repair parta for the rock 
orucherD and'aoplialt plant at Banann.   ;.Quarry, vuider projecta EiO and DIE 
rocpoctivo],y,  liaa not bean raaliacd.    Tlie current percontayon of lino 
itcnD filled are 357Ü for IIC and 11^ for DIE. 

f. Construction Material a; 

(l) Ho project wac otoppod during thio reporting period for lack 
of construction natcrialc, 

'   (2)    Sosie conctruction materials remained in ohort supply, mainly 
lumber, and certain sizoc of culvert. 

(3)    An additional problem encountered during thio period wac the 
change (?ypr between FAi-E and t!ie Amy Depot in the roaponaibility for stock- 
age of certain conctruction natorialo.    This problen wac chort-livod and 
wac ovorcone when roquir.ätioning procedureo were ectabliohcd. 

g. Mineral Productc; 

(1)  OICC .contracts   for PJK-BRJ-cupplied acpholt and baco rock were 
not utilized for this quaxtor.    However, bane rock will be picked up daily 
beginning in Hay in order to utilize truck haul and to make up the dif- 
ference in rod: produced at Banana Quarry and the Rock needed to complete 
the baoc courco on QB-SO by 30 June. 

h.    Contract Roaourcoa: No civilian trucks have been provided to the 
Battalion thin quarter.    The haul requirement was met with TOE and MCA/LOG 
equipment. 

i.    RVIT.'LF Improyemont; During the reporting period the 169th Engineer 
Battalion continued its participation in the RY1TAP improvement and moder- 
nisation program by transferring one cemi-trailer,   25 ton,  to the Republic 
of Victnaaa., 

6, Force Development;    The l69th Engineer Battalion and eubordlnate Com- 
pany AOR'a remained unchanged over the reporting period.    The 544th Engineec 
Company (CS) continued to operate the inductrial uite at Gia Kiera, conciat- 
ing of a quarry,  cruchcrc and asphalt plant. 

7. Cormand Mana.q-e:viont:  Continued enphacia hr.a been plaied wpon the accur- 
acy in preparation of the project data requectc.    The increased emphauia 
haa resulted in inprcved nanagenent of the construction projects. 

(15) 
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B1BE-0P 12 I Lay I97O 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report of 169th Engineer Battalion, APO 96491,  for 

Period Ending 30 April 1970, 

8, Innpoctor General Activitios;    The battalion actin,1; Inspector General 
Invorrbieatod 15 conplainta during thia reporting period,    /ill conplainto 
wore local and were roaolvocl at the unit level, 

9, PIO;    During the pant reporting period the battalion aubmitted 24 fea- 
ture ütorico and 545 hone town newa releaDca,    12 feature ctori.?s were 
p-oblinhod in joumala circulated within VIT and one in joumalo with cir- 
culation outside VN, 

10, Civic Actioni 

a.    Social V/olfare; 

(1) The 169th Engineer Battalion spent a total of 20 uan days on 
Civic Action projectc during the paat quarter, 

(2) Accictance was given tc one (l) orphanage, one (l) church 
organization, one (l) IIACV aubcector, and villpgen around the conpany 
baao canpn along QJi-20. 

' •      b.    Specific Prelects: 

(1) The chaplain contributed thirty (JO) gallono of canned 
food to the Gia Kien Orphanage on 11 March 1970, 

(2) Contributions of 52;';' of food and 100# clothing were dictrl- • 
buted by the battalion Cliaplain on 28 April 1970 aaong various orplvmagCG, 
cliuroh groiipo and cchoolß, 

SECTIOII • 2:    Significant Leason Learned! 

1.    Peraonnel!    Hone 

■ 2,    Intolliffcnco;    None 

5«    C-pcrationG! 

a.    By paco Utilisation« 

(l) Obaervation:    Continuous traffic over aubbn-se and base course 
rook damage the finished   grade of thess courses.    Traffic also nakes con- 
struction of the latter oxtreuoly difficult,    A bypass road aids in speed 
of construction by eliuinating congestion caused by traffic in the con- 
struction area. 

(16) 
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ETrJlE-OP '12  Ifcy 1970 
SUDJüCT: Operational Ruport of 169bh'Engineer Dattalion, APO 9^491, for 

Period Endinc 30 April 1970, 

(2) Evaluation: An orfoctive oeanc of controlling traffic during 
construction and ' liaitL-ii' tjraffio on the cubbaae and base course nust be 
inctitutcd, 

(5) Reconnendation: VT.icre poociblo, a two lane bypafia road ohould 
be ectabliched. Thit3 road ohould, an a ainlcun requirement, be able to 
handle the traffic even when reasonably wet DO that traffic will not at- 
tempt to use the newly constmeted roadways. The actual lengths of bypass 
should be hold to a nininun with numerous entrances and exits able to be 
constructed as rock and paving operations progress, 

b. 5000 Gallon Water Dictributoro: 

(1) ObDorvntions:? The TOE 1000 gallon water distributors oannot 
adequately provide enough wr.ter for a large road construction project 
which roquirea compaction of subbase riatorial and basjo course rock, 

(2) Evaluation: During the dry season increased water hauling 
capabilities are required in the conrjtruction'company. On an average 
day it is necesnaxy to haul 60,000 to 80,000 gallons of water per company 
on a large road construction project, 

(5) Roconnendation: Th .• addition of 5000 gallon water tankers 
would greatly increase the construction units water haul capability, TIJQ 

number of tankers needed would depend on the distance of the constructing 
unit from the water source. A guideline on the number of tankers required 
would be two for every 5 kilometers distance froa the construction site to 
the water soiirce, 

0. V/ater pumps: 

(1) Observation: The TOE lOOGPM pumps in the construction company 
do not have an adequate capacity to provide quick cycle time for water dis- 
tributors between the road construction site and the wator aourcej 

(2) IValuation: It takes a lOOGSM pump approximately 1 hour to 
load a^OOO gallon water tanker. The cycle time caused by this loading 
time makes v/ater haul the critical element in subbase and base course 
compaction. A loading time of 10-20 minutes is required. 

(3) Recommendation: The addition of two oOO GPIT or equivalent 
capacity pumps to the construction company TOE would greatly increase 
water haul capability of the construction company. 
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KIBE-OP 12 Hay 1970 ■ 
SUBJECT!    Operational Report of 169th Engineer Battalion, APO 96491, for 

Period aiding 50 April 1970. 

d, 40 Foot Roadways; 

(1) Observation;    The congection and r?-rrow width in tho Viet- 
muncse Villages make construction of highway; drainage in tho village ex- 
tremely difficult. 

(2) Evaluation;    Tho narrow width of Vietnamese villages tasks 
construction of draincgo ditches impossiblo without denolishing a part 
of the village.    An effective moans of draining the roadway is nocessaxy 
to prevent flooding of houses and bueinessos v;ithin the village, 

(5) Rccoramondation;    By paving the roadway to a width of ^0 feet 
and then providing a shoulder roll or curb,  tho roadway can be drained to 
wherever drainage eon be provided.    This mothod of road construction el-    ' 
iminates flooding in areas where no drainage can be provided.    In addition, 
the extra width of pavoncnt in the village provides a good shoulder surface 
for parking of vehicles, 

e. Einish Grade Construction: 

(1) Observation;    Traffic on finished subgrade tends to destroy 
the finished surface of tho subbase, 

(2) Evaluations    Depending on local conditions,  subgrade 
construction methods will vary widely.    Of prime importance is the nain- 
tcnancc of adequate compaction and proBoction of the subbase from degrada- 
tion caused by traffic. 

(3) Recommondation: Wien tho water capabilities of the construc- 
ting unit' are adequate to provide water to both the finished grade and 
w-)rlc site, hauling of subbase fill over the finished grade can be bene- 
ficial as each load will aid in conpacting the subgrade.    Extreme care 
Eiust be taken,  however, to insure the proper noisturo content is main- 
tained and vehicle speed is reduced to prevent damage to tho surface. 
Whore water' capabilities are not adequate it is best to wor": towards tho 
borrow area, thereby keeping all traffic off the corpleted   subgrade.    It 
is also advisr.ble to surface treat the finished surface with 110-70 to 
prevent damage by any vehicles which nay wander on the completed surface 
or from rain damage, 

f»    Hight Construction Operations; 

(l) Observation;    VAien constructing roads through villages and 
tho construction of a bypass is not feasible,  zna volume of traffic and 
maintenance of traffic control make operations extremely difficult. 
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EQBE-OP 12 May 1970 ■ 
SOBJSGTs    Operational Report o£ 169th Engineer Rittalion, A.FO 964;!, to 

Period Ending JO April 1970. 

(2) Evaluation:    The const mot ion of rop-dt,  tteough villcges where 
a 'bypana road ia not feasible is a very time cuns-ouiny process because of 
the lofit construction tina due to traffic cor.gx^stior.,    Tliis unit lias trac- 
cocsfully constructed or is conotructing 13 E'i of olana A road on nccond 
shift night operations, 

(5) Reconmendation:    Night construction operations in villages 
greatly increase the urLits capabilities.    Traffic at night ia virtually 
non-oxictent,  and the road can bo conpletely closed if noces.-.arj-,    Se- 
curity ronuircnontc in the villages can be minimal due to the normal pre- 
aonce of regional forces in the village a.rca.    Night operations aunt be 
carefully planned to ensure that all materials are on site so that work 
can proceed, 

g.    Culvert Headwallst 

(1) Observation'.    Sudden rainstorms cause extensive erosion at 
the upstream end of culverts which have not had the headmLlo constructed, 

(2) Evaluation:    When there axe a large nuraber of hcadwallo to bo' 
constructed,  speed of construction is of utaost inpcirtance.    Gontrcruction 
effort and naterial available normally require soae phase of the operation 
to slip to a later date, 

(3) Roconnendation:'  By concentrating the construction effort on 
all upstream headvrallc first, they can ho constructed in a miminun tiiae, 
thereby reducing the dasiage to the culverts caused by runoff from heavy 
rains. 

h.    Base Rock Compaction: 

(1) Observation:    Coiapaction of base course rock vrith a 10 ton 
stool wheel roller is a very slow process.    Also,   the results obtained 
ore unsatisfactory when poorly graded base course material is to be com- 
pacted, 

(2) Evaluation! In a-road construction project of the proportion 
in which this unit is engaged, a faster, more efficient compaction method 
nuöt bo used to oompoct the .base course propcrlty, 

(3) Recommendation: A vibratory roller is ideal for compacting 
base oouxae. This unit found the vibratory roller to be as effective as 
throe 10 ton stool wheel rollers. The effect of replacing three rollers 
with one reduces the naintonance and logistical problems associated with 
thiü equipment and reduces the number of personnel requirod.in the .rook 
compaction process, 
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mBE-OP ■ 12 I uiy 1970 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report of 169th SnGincer Battalion, Aj.30 96491, for 

Period Ending 50 April 1970. 

i.    Attached Horizontal Platoon, 

(1) Observation: 

a. The najor advantage of an Attached iior:'.zontal platoon -60 
dt' conctruction.conpany is that it provides tvioe the horizontal construc- 
tion capability without the costs asnociated with setting up a completely 
sopaxato coapanjr, 

b. The disadfeantr^es of an additional horizontal -olatoon is 
that it requires extra surveyors to keep pace with the added horizontal 
■oapability,  and it places twice the workload on the engineer naintenanoe 
section of the cor.rpany, 

c. The addition of cm attached platoon will not double the 
work output because of reduced naintenancc super/ision and'nupport, 

(2) Evslua.tion:    The goal of doubling the horizontal output of a 
conpony by attaching an additonal horizontal platoon can only be a.p .roached 
if adequate naintenance and p^mrvcyor support can bo given to the attached 
platoon, 

(3) Reconriondation:    When a horizontal platoon is attached to a 
oonstruction conpany,  the follov.'ing type of personnel package ;.iight also 
be attached to the conpany:    5 surveyors (l party chief),  9 ongiaocr ncch- 
onics and 1 equipnont reports cleric, 

j.    Surveyors: 

Vl)    Observation:    One survey crow of five men can effectively 
support one horizontal platoon and one vortical platoon placing culverts 
on a highway construction project, 

(2)   Evaluation:    On a highway construction project there are many 
work areas protressin/; concurrently which require constant survey support-' 
chooking the level circuit and verifying bench marks,  center lino location, 
placonont of slope and grade  stakes,  locating and insuring proper grade and 
slopes for culverts,' piacenont of a stringlino on the road center lino in 
the paving operation,  and replacing slope or grade stakes which nay be re- 
aovod or dana^od during construction, 

(5)    Reconniendation-.    When a construction battalion is fully com- 
mitted to road construction,  the battalion survey  section should be aug- 
mented to allow for a five nan survey crow for nach horizontal platoon. 

FOR OfFicifil ^'üsi OA'ly 



m ,m   m \t 

HSBR-OP 12 I't-.y  1970 
SUBJECT:    Operp.tibivil Roport of l69fch Enginoor Battalion, AiJC 96491,  fox 

Period Qiding 50 April 1970. 

k.    Eaxth Conpn.ction: 

(1) Otscrvn.tion:    Tho TOE cr.rth oo^pjoiion cquipaont of tho con- 
atruction oonp^.ny-shoopfoot rollers njid 55~50 ton rollorc-io   inefficient 
when the coap.-'.ny is involved in ror.d construction operations where there 
?je coraparatively large fills and efficient haul difstances for the 18 
cubic jKird haulihs units. 

(2) SvpJ.u.ation;    The towod TOE compaction equipment of the con- 
struction company has to have a prime mover,  either a dozer or a wheeled 
tractor,  in order to be utilized.    With the nornal deadline rate of P. 

horizontal platoon, this use of a prine novcr c.-.n coat the platoon the use 
of a pusher for the 18 cubic yard scraper or a prino mover for one of tho 
four ncrapers.    In addition,  the TOE cowpaotion equipment cannot adequabely 
corrpact a larce fill area whore a short haul is involved,  thus nriciiig con- 
paction tho controlling factor in work pro^csr..    fI\-fo units of this batta- 
lion employed ilystor sccuontcd compactors   (lodel C-530-'-)  -;n their road 
construction projects.    These self-pro-elled,   27 ton rollers could ade- 
quately cO'vpact, all earth hrulod by one horizontal platoon and in one 
instatice kept up vith earth co -paction on a lar^je fill with seven 10 cubic 
yard liaulinj 'units having a five minute cycle timo. 

(3) Reoonmondation:    Solf-propolled compr.ction is ideal for the 
construction conpany since it does not tie up a prime never and can provide 
greater oo--active effort in loss tine.    Self-propelled equipment also does 
not require turn a.round space ajid ca-n operate in a raore confined axea. than 
can tho TüE cquipnent, 

1,    Elcctriciajis for a Construction Support Coupony: 

(1) Observa.i'.on:    The construction Support Cor.ipaj-iy which ra,n thio 
battalion's industrial site during this reporting period ha.d no electri- 
eians authorized under its TOE,      This industrial site onployod two 500 
K\l generators to run the industrial conplex;   the electrical  system raji ■ 
electric raotors .-.ovfering at a nininum, 10 conveyors, rail a system of 
lights which were used in night opera/tiohs, a.nd provided all oloctrical 
power for tho I50TFH asphalt plajit. 

(2) Evaluation:    The extensive electrical system a.t the industrial 
conplex and the problems associated with it caused the battalion to assign 
two qualified electricajis for full time duty at the quaxry. 

(3) RcoOEüiendr.tion: Two eloctriciajis should be a-dded to the TOE 
of a, construction support conpajiy to aid tho coapany in accoHplislüjng ita 
niDsion, 
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EGBE-OP 12'Ifcy 1970    ' 
SUBJECT!    Operational Report of 169th Sncineer Battalion, A.T-0 96451, for 

Period Sulinc 50 April 1970, 

m.    Rock Stookpilcs! 

(1) Cbservrvbion:    If 'br.se course rock is stockpiled in Inxge 
quantities,  the largor rock and the fines will bocoae segregf.tod if in- 
Enifficient attention is placed on the iTndling of the rock in the ctock- 
pilo, 

(2) Evaluation:    This \anit utilized many rock stockpiles in the 
construction of QL-20,    It was found that if a dozer worked a stockpile 
and tried to raove the rock from one location to another,  the fines and 
the Ir.rger rook hecoao se/jrefjated.    Also in the lor.din^ operation, the 
front loader operator had to he instracted to insure that ho was not 
just loadiny one portion of the rock, 

(3) Reconnendation;    When utilizing "base course stockpiles,  insure 
that sufficient attention is devoted to the handling operations so that 
the rock does not becoiie secregated, 

n.    Shoulder riaoeraent on Super Elevated Curves: 

(1) Observation: hhon the asphaltic concrcto pavement is placed 
around super elevated curves on a highway, a natural dan is fornicd on the 
edge of the super elevated curve. 

(2) EvaTuation:    When it rains,  the high outside shoulder area of 
a super elevated curve foras a natural dam for the water runoff .    The 
water will work its way into the asplialt and nay eventually cause an as- 
phalt failure. 

(5) Rocommendation: When asphalt is placed on a super elevated 
curve, iwLiedi.ate attention should bo given to constructing the shoulders 
on the outside edge of the curve to eliminate water frou standing on the 
edge in case of rain, 

o.    Slope Construction: 

(l)    Observation:    It is difficult to construct and compact the 
slopes of a road at the proper grade in a small fill area. 
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HJBE-OP 12-May 1-70    ' 
SUBJliCT:    Oporatloml Report of 169th EngiBeer Br.ttalion, Ai^O 96491, for 

Poriod EndiiVi JO April 1970. 

(2)    Evp.lur.tion:    '..'hcn ennstractine rop.dn and a fill of loss thru; 
10 feet is involved, it is ckfficult to build the short slopes r.t +he 
proper grr.de end cco'.pact thor. properly concurrently.    Construotion proceeds 
faster if the road is built approximately two feet wider on each side cud 
the loose eexth shaved off the slopes after construction.    This nothod of 
construction allows the conpaction of dopes to be accoraplisod concur- 
rently with roadway conpaction rjid insures the proper width of roadway, 

(j)    Recommendation:    In roadway construction of fills less than 10 
feet,  the roadway should beconctractbd approximately 2 feet wider on each 
side of the road to allow the  elope to be cut at the proper cprade and al- 
low slope compaction to be accomplished concurrently with roadway com- 
paction, 

4.    Training:    Kone 

5•    Logistics;    None 

6,    Coa'Tunications:    None 

DISTRIBUTION: 

2 - US&EtAC, ATTN: GLOP-DT 
5 - CG, USAHV, ATfll:    AVHGG   (SDT) 
4 - CG, ■ 20th ai&T BdeJ,: ATT1I:    AT.3I -OS 
15 - CO, 159th Enffr Group, AOTN:    EGB-OP 96491 
25 - CO, 169th Ihsr Bn ATTN:    UffiE-OP A130 9649I 

NICK J/AEDRE 
LTC, CE 
Comnandiiig 
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EGE-CO (12 May 70) 1st Xnd 
SUBJECT:  Operational Report-Lessons Learned, I69r.h Engineer Battalion 

(Construction), Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65(R2) 

DA, HQ, 159th Engineer Group, APO 96491  21 May 1970 

TO:  Cornmanding Officer, 20th Engineer Brigade, ATTN: AVB1-0S, APO 96491 

1, Submitted in accordance with USARV Regulation 525-15 dated 13 April 1968. 

2. Comments are made on the following paragraphs: 

a. Section 1, paragraph 4f(2):  A letter has been submitted to 20th 
Engineer Brigade requestirtg assistance in obtaining TM's written in 
Vietnamese. 

b. Section I, paragraph 5a:  These shortages have been rcportod in 
the Commander's Critical Items List, and valid requisitions for all 
equipment have been verified. 

c. Section II, paragraph 3b, c, i, j, 1:  The primary mission of the 
169th Engineer Battalion, LOG construction effort. Because of their specialized 
need, the LOG program has been implemented witli HCA-LOC equipmer.1: and 
civilian contractor consulting personnel to assist in the fields of 
electrical work, horizontal and vertical construction, and design. Efforts 
made to provide the construction unit with additional men and equipment 
have resulted in surveying assistance from the 66 TOPO and, as an example, 
mounting 5,000 gallon fuel tanks on a lowbed trailer and using it as a 
water trailer. 

^ 

COL,   CE 
Coaraandixir 

GF: 
GO,   169th Engr Bn 
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AVBI-OS (12 May 70)    2nd Ind 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report - Loasona Learned of 169th Engineer Battalion 

(Construction) for Period Ending 30 April 1970, BGS CSFaR-65 (E2) 

DA, HEADQÜARTEBS, POOH EJGINEES fiRIGADS, APO   96491   1 4 JUN 1970 

TO:    Commanding General, United States Array Vietnam, ATTN:    AVHGC-DST, 
APO   96375 

1. Submitted in accordance with USARV Regulation 525-15, dated 13 April 
1968. 

2. This headquarters concurs with the submitted report with the commenta 
contained in the let indorsoment. 

FOR THE COMMAHDHJ: 

Copies Furnished: 
CO, 159th Engr Go 
CO, 169th Engr B i 

fil# K^6 
D. L. MC BRIDB 
1LT, CE 
Assistant Adjutant 
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,WHGC-DST (12 Kay 70) 3d Ind 
SUBJECT:     Operational Report of 169th Engineer Battalion, APO    96491,  for 

Period Ending 30 April 1970 

Headquarters, United States Army Vietnam, APO San Francisco    96375      4 J^11- 19'a 

TO:    Commander in Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN:    GPOP-DT, 
APO    96558 

1. This Headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned 
for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1970 from Headquarters,  169th 
Engineer Battalion and comments of indorsing headquarters. 

2. Comments follow: 

a. Reference item concerning 'Maintenance", page 14, paragraph 5c(2): 
concur. Repair parts support for low density engineer equipment has in many 
cases not been able to adequately fill demands, and often much valuable 
time is lost awaiting repair parts for deadlined equipment. All available 
means of expediting procurement and shipping of the most critically needed 
repair parts have been employed. The Red Ball WC  Program, specifically 
designed to support L0C essential equipment, has been implemented to reduce 
N0RS rates of critical engineer construction equipnent,Unit has been so advised. 

b. Reference item concerning "5,000 Gallon Water Distributor", page 17, 
paragraph 3b: nonconcur. HCA-LOC equipment has already been purchased to 
augment the TOE capability of construction battalions. Secondly, scored out 
field tankers drawn from PDO can be utilized to augment a construction unit's 
water carrying capability during critical periods. Although adequate water 
carrying assets are critical, short term problem caused by unique construction 
requirements does not justify a TOE change. No action by USARPAC or DA is 
recommended. 

c. Reference item concerning "Water Pumps", page 17, paragraph 3c: non- 
concur. The Engineer Construction Company, TOE 5-H8G, is not authorized 
the 5000 gallon water tanker either by TOE or KTOE. Unless authorization 
for the 5000 gallon water tanker is obtained, authority should not be 
furnished for two (2) 600 GPM pumps per engineer construction company. The 
tanks now in use were obtained from either the MCA purchase of LOG coramerical 
equipment or from PDO'ed equipment and mounted on a 25 ton semitrailer. If 
the 5000 gallon water tanker or similar item becomes a TOE item of equipment 
in an appropriate engineer type unit/organization, a compatible pump should 
be included. Unit has been so advised. 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
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AVHGC-DST (12 May 70) 3d Ind 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 169th Engineer Battalion, APO 96491, for 

Period Ending 30 April 1970 

d. Reference item concerning "Attached Horizontal Platoon", page 20, 
paragraph 3i:  concur. A construction battalion is set up to sustain 
horizontal and vertical construction with survey and maintenance support 
at battalion level. Redistribution (attachment/detachment) of horizontal 
assets does not interrupt the balance of what the battalion surveyors and 
maintenance personnel can support. However, this redistribution does 
interrupt the normal span of control over these units and makes effective 
management more difficult. When a construction battalion is fully committed 
to large scale construction, survey support can be obtained from Group or 
Command assets upon request. No action by USARPAC or DA is recommended. 

e. Reference item concerning "Electricians for a Construction Support Co", 
page 21, paragraph 31:  concur. The addition of two electricians to a 
construction support company would help eliminate serious electrical problems 
which exist at industrial sites. Consti-uction support companies are not 
called upon to perform the primary mission of augmentation but are required 
to operate entire industrial complexes on their own. With the wide spread 
use of electrically operated crushers the problem is acute. An electrical 
services contractor currently provides support to the construction battalion. 
While this support is excellent in setting up a new site it is not appropriate 
for use in day to day maintenance. Recommend DA consider the recommendation 
in paragraph 31(3) in the next TOE evaluation. 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

wmier 
Cy fum: ^ ACC 
20th Engr Bde Assistant Adjutant Generaf 
169th Engr Bn 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
27 



' 

GPOP-UX (12 flay  70)     4 th  lad 
SUBJECT:     Operational  Report  of HQ,   169uh Engineer  Battalion  for Period 

Ending  30 April   1970,   RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2) 

HQ,  US Army,   Pacific,  APO San Francisco 96558 23 m   70 

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the 
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310 

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed with the following 
comment:  Reference "Electricians for a construction support company," 
page 21, paragraph 31, ORLL, and paragraph 2e, 3d Indorsement:  Nonconcur. 
TOE generators are normally designed for loadings of TOE equipment and 
not to provide power for industrial sites.  Following this concept, the 
value of adding electricians is questionable.  If the construction 
support company is required to run an industrial site which might utilize 
two 500kw generators, as noted in the ORLL, provision of the electricians 
by MTOE would be appropriate. 

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF: 

Cy furn: 
CG USARV 

L.U. 0Z 
CPT, AGO 
Asst AG 
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