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DEPiLHTMENT OF THE /iRI-IY 
HEADQUiUITERS 97TH MILITARY POLICE BATTALION 

APO San I^-ancisco >o312 //l//?4&(£'& 

Ik November 1966 

r~) 

SUBJECT:    Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 
Reports Control Symbol CSF0R-6i> 

TO: 

iber 1966, 

>- 
C_ 

CJ) 

LLJ 
 i 

Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of 
the Army, Washington B.C. 20310 

Coranander in Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPCP-MH, 
A?0 US Forces 96558 

Boputy Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN: 
AVC-DH, AI^O US Forces 9630? 

Cormanding Officer, 18th Military Police Brigade, APO US Forces 
96307 

Comnanding Officer, loth Military Police Group, APO US Forces 
962UO 

f£Z2 

of*- 
'■■ ■ .  ■-•i u U •—IU 

I«    Section 1,  Significaiit Organization or Unit ActivitiesVL"'''■"■■"" "'""^""' 

a.    COXUS Training and Embarkation:    Headquarters and Headouar- 
tcr.n Dotaclmient,   97th Military Police Battalion is organized under TOE 19-! 
500J, Teem. AD,  and v:as activated at Fort Lev/is, T;.Tashington on 1 June 1966, 
Ab the sainG timo, three separate military police companies and one mili- 
tary police detachment were activated and temporarily assigned to this 
headquarters for coranand and administrative control while undergoing POM 
at that installation.    Concurrently, seven infantry companies, minus their 
weapons platoons, were activated and a provisional battalion headquarters 
»as established to exercise ccrmand and administrative control over these 
units while they underwent their POM at Fort Levris0    This commander was 
aware that three of these infantry companies would be a portion of the sub- 
ordinate units assigned to this battalion for the performance of its mis- 
sion in Rvil,.    Every effort to identify those companies and gain their im- 
mediate assignment to this headquarters in order that the greater part of 
this battalion could train and ship together, was to no avail,,    By 30 July 
1966, the headquarters and headquarters detachment concluded its training 
cycle vritih the successful completion of its ATT a    For the next twenty- 
seven daysj beginning 1 August 1966, this headquarters continued to draw 
its authorized equipment, prepare it for shipment,  deliver it to the port, 
rotate its personnel on fourteen days leave, and maintain command and ad- 
ministrative control of the heretofore mentioned military police units,, 
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Reports Control Symbol CSFOR-65 

On the night of 27 August 1966, the headquarters and headquarters detach- 
ment departed Fort Lewis, flew chartered commercial air to San Francisco, 
and embarked from Oakland Army Terminal aboard the USNS Patrick on 29 
August 1966, After a smooth voyage of eighteen days, this headquarters 
disembarked at Cam Ranh Bay, RVN on 16 September 1966,, 

b« Current Operations2 On 19 Saptombor 1966, this headquarters 
assumed command and ad-ainistrative control of its only subordinate unit 
in country, the 630th Military Police Co.Tipany, which supports the provost 
marshal operations at Cam Ranh Bay,, This headquarters is currently re- 
questing additional equipment, preparing company areas for the arrival of 
its remaining subordinate units, and planning for the construction of se- 
curity fences around piers and critical areas,. This headquarter1 s immedi- 
ate concern is to establish an RTT communicaticas system with its higher 
headquarterso 

2, Section 2, Commanders Observations and Recommendations, 

a« Section 2, Part I, Observations (Lessons Learned): 

(1) Training and organization. 

Subordinate Units 

T_;:'i: This headquarters lost the opportunity to train its subordinate 
infantry units for their overseas security mission, and prepare them for 
concurrent c- oloyment as a battalion,, 

discussion: Initially, this headquarters was scheduled for activation at 
Fort, Bcnning, Georgia, Tills was changed to Fort Lewis because the subor- 
dinate infantry units were activated there concurrently. However, these 
■unite were not assigned to this headquarters, and this headquarters train- 
ed units that were not assigned to it overseas. This resulted in a two 
months i-jlay in the deployment of the assigned infantry units. 

Observation: Subordinate units should be assigned to their parent.unit, 
trained, and deployed together, 

(2) Logistics» 

Red TAT "Equipment 

Item:    Loading, unloading, and marking of red tat equipment. 
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discussion:    This headquarters arrived at Can Ranh Bay with nineteen red 
tai conoajiers aboard ship.    Only five containers could be located and 
unloaded at this port»    Tne remaining containers were unloaded at the next 
port.   ^ung Tau,   and had to be transshipped back to Cam Ranh Bay0 

C'.-isorvation;    All of one unit's red tat equipment should be stowed together 
in the same hold of the ship»    For easier identification, the tops of each 
container as wall as all four sides should be stenciled with the UICo 

Hater Tank Truck 

Itoii    This headquarters has no capability of supplying its subordinate 
units with non potable water for showers and laundry. 

Discussipn:    IJhile unit water trailers are sufficient for supplying pot- 
able drinking water,  there are no provisionc; made to authorize units an - 
additional water transport capability for xheir non potable water require- 
m.-;ntö.    Further there are no units organized with the mission of supplying 
t ic requiremento 

•"   r.cr- rvti-rq;    Battalion size units stationed in Viet Nam should be auth- 
ori'.'od -^uo equipment to transport water and supply its subordinate units, 
Preferably a water tank truck with pump should be considered, 

1-T.\BT0G Package 

."t-:.■.:■ The issuing of UABTOC packageso 

.y.SGus.Tion: Fressat procedure is to issue the VJABTOC packages to the de- 
p.uGying unit in CORuS to accompany or follow the deploying unit. The in 
country sponsoring unit could be of greater assistance if these packages 
arrived prior to that of the deploying unit« 

Observation: Issue vJABTOG packages in country to the sponsoring unit or 
the ooploying unit's advance party., 

(3) Operations and Logistics a 

Communications 

T-/■..-.: Improvement of internal and external communications, 

Disemission: Inadequate and indirect radio communications presently exist 
oetween the military police security sentries aboard ships in the harbor 
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Observation:    Additional'radios have been -GcuG-r-l +n   ■ 
curroy capability of the sentries aboard -V^        1    ^nCrease the se- 
was subletted to add a RTT caSbilSj ^ Ä-P , :Ln the harbor^    ^ ^3 
cate with its higher headquSS^ 0'':iS hc^^rs to comuni- 

be    Section 2, Part II, P^co-endations: 

(1) Trainins and Organization. 

I ■abordj.nate Units 

Eecosnnicnäation;   Headquarters USARV notifv ^o?I^pp    ^ 
Si^SHt oT^Hits whenever possible. 01 n0St Probable as- 

(2) Logisticso 

Red TAT Equip:.-ent 

^i5~^0- C0ntainer3 ^ ^d tat equipment be marked on all four 

UAKiüo Package 

?-onrr..-n 
unxx. xs i/O o 

■rtic^^    ISGUO V^BTOG equipment 
s oo a sponsoring unit when that 

assxgnea or organic to the incoming unit. 

Ko  I» PITCHPORDr 

Commanding 

»■iMtf.ti»-it-wii^~^"^--^^«~^'"^^'--- ^^^ nil min   r irn'-in'iifTii ■•Jiiil
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Wm-W^^-w P^^TTj^w^s^rr irTTMrr.^"»'^'1:^^"^"- -, i H' '..^l^Siffim^-:'. *-•■'■■■ •^*- rrr Lfrr^-VRW^f»? w^V'^^Sr^,»«, Kffl*!VHM^ M"«!^WM-l8y!'.-.^'li]*-.,,*?V-1 ^^X^T^^ryw w- •! 

AV:i;}i7  (llj ^iovciabar 1966) 1st Ind 
SJaJZCT:    Operational Ueport for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1966 

itoporta Control Symbol CSFOIl-öS 

ticadquarterGj  loth Military Police Group,  APO 962^0^,  23 November 1966 

TO:    Joi-rnanding Orficer,  l8th Fdlitary Police Brigade, APO 96307 

i-     ^■'■c Cperationcjl Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 
1;'..)6 oi' the  97th Military Police  Battalion is  attached as  Inclosure 1. 

2.     I tool that this report is generally adequate and the recammend- 
ntiens valid,    A svmuaarization and specific co^-ents regarding areas of 
auiconcurronce are contained in the fcllovmig paragraphs.    All corrjnents 
are keyed to specific sections, paragraphs and ite^s  of the basic report. 

?-     (Eactlon^l,  para la)    The 9?th Military Police Battalion 
a3S^;>;^d to the loth i-dlitary Police Group on 26 September 1966. 
fi'acial relationship ercisted between these units prior zo that date. 

wa: 
he 0 

b.  (?—•- [Section 1, para lb) The concern expressed over the present 
Inck of .IT't' ccKinunications is s;:ared by ne and :,y staff, TCZ 19-500D, 
unaor •.;.,.eii the battalion headquarters is crgani;^....^ does not authorize 
•TV oru^p:.".e».u. iloKovcr, every effort is being made to reorganize that 
^'■■^"■■■-•-OL-S uadcr TOE 19-5002, v/hich would authorize the necessary AN/GEC-^6 
;;::' ' ■'■'■''' partially alleviate this probier'- An I'Ti Communications 

Tiy being established between the battalion and group c.' V.-üU 

a./Lcr 

r  (Tecticn 2, Part 1, para 2a (2), v/ater Tank Truck) I do 
:.ot cencur ..'j.th the observation that a water tank truck be authorized for 
ussuo 00 each ba^ualion-size unit for the purpose of supplying non-potable 
water Tor showers and laundry. This problem is peculiar to the unit's 
a •;a of operations and is a service responsibility of the area supoort 
corvnana. Local improvisations have provided a temporary solution to the 
problem; however, the continuing requirement should be resolved through 
tr.c hcadquari-.ers charged with the responsibility for providing this support. 

d.  (Section 2, Part 1, nara 2a (3), Communications) It is 
recogaiacd uaaü currently authorized communications equipment is neither 
a r ;ua..c to meet the internal needs of the unit, nor is it sufficient to 
si. ...ort mlsslcn require.-;cnts. This head quarters has concurred in all 
i'voaejvj ^c.1 autnonaation zo  obta.in the ad.iiticnal communications equipment 
a.a ,v,r-,oanel essential to mission accomplishment. An T.TOS has been sub- 
•■ ■-"• - --'E approved for the company charged with the mission of harbor 

T/j tnureby increasing its communications capability. ■ ;^ .~J. _ u, 

s 
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.UB^GT:    Operational Report Tor Qu^trly Period Endln/ l^S ^66 

iteporLs Control Symbol GSFGIl-65 uc.ooer l^oö 

c.    (Soction 2, Part II, nara 2b,   (i )v.    Concur      Fnr.iv»^+^^     +• 

r.     (lection 2,  Part ir    nn-m o\   r^"'       - ■ -■/-, -,    . \ 

b^acr'^-i--        ^. lJ:-1 con^^c^ on ail lour .iaas and the too snould 
^ ^^-'V-'1-1--^ tor ca';c in iüentir^-cation or containers v;Mle still 
stowed in i-nc chip's ..old. 111 

g.     (Section 2. Part II.  np-'c ?h  f'?1'      -•-rnrr,   ,    , ^     ., 
Since •,.:;l^C Paci:a,ec a^e iaenUlikith  the^it G^S ^7* 

a_e ool^erca ^o Lhe unxo Tor wnich they are issued,     b'ovever    it in 
recorr^aendoa that those packages oe red disk TAT. n0-eVcr>  ^ ^ 

3»     The Corrj.'iandir"■ Orfippr    QVi-v, '/-n-;+ -.-^-,   -> ^ •       ■-.,,, 
provined with a copy ol ^^^^^^^J^™ 
■i u.oro^a explanation 01  all nonconcur re ncos ha. also been provIdS! 

/ 
'y 

^      LCiJIS J.   aLi'CA^ 
V     Colonel rP- 

Conmandin:: 

^.vj^t^r 

2 
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AVEGP-J  (14 Nov 66) 2nd Ind 
S'.üßJ^CT:    Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 

1966 Reports Control Symbol CSFOR-65 

IC^DQILUT^RS, VlTll IIILITARY POLICE BRia/lDE, APO 96307, 13 Dec-66 

TO:    r.-uty Ccmanding General, United Staton Amy Vietnam   ATTN:    AVC-DH 
A.'O 96307 

Military 
fonrardod here\d.th 

The ^Operational Report-Lessons Learned submitted by the 97th 
Police Battalion for the quarter ending 31 October 1966 is 

2.    This headquarters has reviewed the report and the first in- 
dorsement end adds the following co:.. ■cnts: 

n.    Reference Section 1, paragraph lb, oo.ge 2 and oara<Tanh 2b, 
Is^xnd:    Tliis headquarters directed that the 97th l-alitary'Police'Bat- 
talion take necessary action to reorganise under 19-500E. 

^      , ,      b'    -^eforonco Section 2, Parb I, pai-acTaoh 2a (2,   (Water Tank 
ivao^j, pa jo 3 rund paragraph 2c,  Ist Ind:    Concur with consents of 1st Ind. 

c.._ Reference Section 2, Part I, paragraph 2a (3), nage 4 and 
pc.-agrrpa ^a, 1ST. Ind:    The 1ITGE for the 630th i-alitary Police Goiroany 
was s~. ranted prior to the arrival of this headquarters and is currently' 
v'v   /'■-;v:;ont ,or the Aitny,    USARV, however, has "requested by letter 
cat ..12 Decorabcr 1966 that justification be revic\;ed and resubnitted.  ' 
-:c>y zo uS/JIV letter vail bo forwarded IILT 1 January 1967. 

_d.    Reference Section 2, Part II, paragraph 2b  (l), page 4 and 
paragraph 2e, 1st Ind:    Concur with coEaent of 1st'Ind. 

e.    Reference Section 2, Part II, uaragraoh 2b  (2)   (Red TAT 
-cuip-acnt), page 4 end paragraph 2f, 1st Lnd:    Concur \ath coaaent of 
1 S'u    X.'.O, , 

f.    Reference Section 2, Part II, paragraph 2b (2)   (WABTOC Packape), 
page 4 anc paragrapa 2g, ist Ind:    Concur vdth cenaent cf "ist Ind. 

PC.. THE CQ2-L11CDER: 

"CLAUDE S. CVKIl 
CPT, MPC 
Adjutant 

?' 
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AVHGC-DH (14 Nor 66) 3d Tnd 
SUBJECT:    Ooerational Report-Lessons Learned fot* the Peric.-; Ending 

3i  October 1966    (ECS GSFOR-65) 

KIllDQU.'.RVERS, UNITED STATES ARMY VIET::^y  A?0 San Francisco    96307    gjAfj 157 

TO:    Cora-andcr in Chief, United States Arr.7, Pacific, ATT:!:    GPOP-OT 
JV.-0   96553 

1o    This headquarters has rovierued the Onorational Report-Lessons 
Learned for the period ending 31  October 1966 iron Headquarters, 97th 
Kilit:-Yy Police Battalion as iirlorsed» 

2o    Pertinent cor-cnts are as follows: 

a0    Reference Paragraph la, Section 1, Page 1; Para^ranh 2aCl), 
Part I; Section 2, Pa^e '*.; Farar.ranh b(l). Section 2, Part 71, Pap-e   +; 
Paragr^n!i 2e, 1st Indorner.ient; and Paragraoh d^ 2d Indorseiont:    It would 
be desirable to have subordinate units assigned, trained, and denloyed 
\.lth tl:-.ir parent unit providing time, geogranhic location and an 
estcblish .J command relationshin permits, 

b»    Tn this specific irutance it docs not apoear feasible to 
'■ .re the infantry companies assigned to the l-Iilitary Police Battalion 
;..-.:;-dc-;.,;;:rter3 in G0!IUS because of the tii.äng and uncertain status of 
the ri.'~r- co-tpanies at that time. 

FOR THE COKKANDEEJ 

/'    W. R.^uTRev ;4,       / 
Cpt,   AGG '"'"* 

i, Asjt  Adjutant   General '. 

-■.■-J....^.^.-..—.^-■..^..■ftll„r[(r-l(IM.11l.l, . . rri-'-tivii^rNiiiiMiMiaiiiigiiifiiriiMiiBinir^niiiriiirfiiiii-iifr   
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GP0P-0T(14 Nov 66) 4th Ind 

^UBJiiCT:  Operational Report-Lessons Learned for the Period Ending 
31 October 1966 (RCS CSFOR-65), HQ 97th M? Bn 

KQ, US  APuMY, PACIFIC, A?0 San Francxüco 96558 ,V 7 p£3 ]967 

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the 
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310 

This headquarters concurs in the basic report as indorsed. 

FOR THE CORIANDER IN CHIEF: 

L T ,, nr 
C?T, AC-G 
/.sat AG 

■ . .■..,.:--^..^Jv,^V>.-,.^.-.'>...:.,l.t^i!.M_...^^■y.i-.i.aMstJ.iMlufii^ut^A^M-^M^t.^.Y''"J,-.Nrf;^,it(Mi^lih^l»^^*:ji^^^^.1lf^it'JriU*B.ViiWl.
v^'L^ -l-ii.^iVii'i'i --r Mr 
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