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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 588TH ENGINEER BATTALION
APO San Francisco 96216

EGEE-3 15 February 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons hearned (588th Engineer Battalion)
for the Quarterly Period Ending 31 Jamuary 1970, (RCS-CSFOR=65)

THRU: Commanding Officer
79th Engineer Graup
APO San Francisco 96491

Cammanding General.
20th Engineer Brigade
APO San Francisco 96491

Camanding General
United States Army, Viet Nam
PN Ay

LG L N

TOs Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development
Department of the Army (ACSFOR-DA)
Washingtom, D. C. 20310

Sectiom I, Operationst Significant Activities

1, Generali

8¢ The 588th Engineer Battaelion (Cambat Army) is organized under
TO&E 5-35G., The Battalian has a Headouarters and Headquarters Campany

ard four line lettered companies. The 362d Engineer Company (Light

Equipment) is attached for all purposes and is organized under TOSE
~58G,

EFOR o -

PRUTECTIVE MARKING 158 EXCLUDED
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= February 1970
EIS%EQTz Oporational Report - Lessons Learnod

be The Battalion is assigned to the 79th Engineer Group, which 1is
locatod at Long Binh, RVN.

ce Headquarters and Headquarters Campany, Company B, Campahy D,
aml the 362d Engineor Company are located at Tay Ninh Base Camp, RVN
(XT143518), Campanics A and C aro located at Cu Chi Base Camp, RVN
(XT659152) «

do Fram the bogiming of this reporting perfiod to the 15th of
November 1969, the 544th Engineor Company (Construction Support) was
attached to tho Battalion, Tho Company was organized under TOSE 5-
114D, and was located at Nul Ba Den Rock Quarry (XT268565)e The S5ilth
Enginecer Company (CS) was transferred to the 159th Engineer Group on
15 November 1969,

es Throughout tho quarter, the Battalion comducted combat and
oporational support missions for the 25th Infantry Division. The most
significant preject comrleted during thd period was the upgrado of
Helicoptor Rofuel Aoal-y Ninh West, This projoct consisted of ralsing
tho elovation ard providing drainage of the hardstand (15,700 sy),
and constructing twolve 16° x 16' concrote pads, two 20' x 40° concrote
pads, ono 30° x 40° concrete pad, and one 23° x 30° concrete pump
station pad. This projoct includod a total of 17,300 sy of stabilized
hardstand and a 6,000 sy hovor aroca. Other projocts worked on during
this roporting period wero tho rostoration of QL-1 and QL~22, oloc-
trical distribution of Mui Ba Den, Aircraft Maintonance Ramps at Cu
Chi, Hospital Retmonts at Tay Ninh, combat -mpport missions at FSB
St Barbara and Bu Dop Special Forcos Camp, Fire Statlon at Cu Chi
Baso Camp, and several minimum essontial roquiramont fer the relocation
of units of the 1st Brigado, 1st Air Cav Division and the 25th Infantry
Division, On 6 Jmuary 1970 the Battalion initiated its part in tho
oL 3% Foroos.-Svoadary Road' Progrem.

2. Commard: The 588th Engincer Battalion was under the commard of
LTC Thomas A. Stumm throughout this reporting period. The Battalion
Sorgeant Mzjor from the boginning of tho roporting period to 15
January 1970 was SSM John A, Chubbs CSM Daniel No Tucker was assignod
8 January 1970 to tho presents Other commard assigmments wore as

followss
POSITION NAME PERID
Bn X0 MAJ Raymord A. Spunzo 1 Nov 69 - 31 Jan 70
co, HHC CPT Azthur I, Brown 1 Nov 69 -~ 9 Doc 70
1LT David R, Elmorc 10 Dec 69 -~ 31 Jan 70
€0, Co A CPT James Js Rood 1 Nov 69 -~ 31 Jan 70
co, Co B CPT Jobhn L. Motes II 1 Nov 69 ~ 18 Jan 70
1LT Raymend L. Wazny *9 Jan 70 - 23 Jan 70
CPT sadrow M. Porldns 24 gan 70 - 31 Jan 70
- FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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SUBJECT: Operational Repert - Lessons Leained

POSITION NAYE PERICD

CO, Co C CPT David W, Pierce 1 Nowv 69 = 3% Jam 70

€0, CoD 11T Rodney Co Kroeplin 1 Now 69 ~ 5 Nov &9
; CPT Lynn Partington 6 Now 69 = 31 Jan 70

CO, 362d 1LT Russel F, Oberlarder 1 Now 69 ~ 1 Dec 70

CPT James H. Willdams 2 Dec 69 -~ 31 Jam 70
CO, 544th CPT Louis Griecs Jr 1 Nov 69 = 15 ¥owr 69

3+ Persompel, Administration, Marals amd DMscipline

a. During the last month of this reporting period the number of EM re-
placements significantly increased in comparison to the preceding two
months. Approximately 170 EM replacements arrived during January 1970.
Host replacements were transported from Headquarters, 79th Engineer
Group by truck dispatched from this location on a daily basis for most
of the month. The average EM strength for this reporting period was 809,
During the next three months 335 EM are scheduled for rotation to
CONUS. The end o7 January found this battalion with four shortages
in our commissioned officer strength. Current vacancies exist, one
each, in Headquarters Company, A Company, D Company, and the 362d
Engineer Company (LE). Six officers will rotate during the next
three months. On the 15th of November 1969, the 544th Engineer Company
was detached from this battalion and assigned to the 169th Engineer
Battalion. All personnel records were transferred to the gaining unit.
No significant personnel problems arcse during, or as a result of, that
action.

During the quarter the following awards were presenteds

Sllver Star 1
Soldier's Madal 0
Bronze Star w/V device 1
Brange Star 50
ACM wfV device 0
Ar Amy Camerdationm Medal 153
Alr Madal 0
Purple Heart 5
79th Group Certificate 125

20th Brigade Certificate 125

b. At the end of the reporting period, we were still experiencing
difficulty in establishing a continuous flow of distribution with 79th
Engineer Group Headquarters. Hopefully, the temporary arrangement made
with the 187th Aviation to bring distribution down to their ¢

roup Head-
quarters and also pick up distri

Lution for us will become a permanent
operation since the 12th Aviation Group Headquarters is directly opposite
79th Engineer Group Headquarters now that we have a direct land line
connection.
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St ZCT+ Operational Roport - Lossons Learned f -

¢. The battalion now s able to show movies almost every night of
the week due to the rocpening of the 362nd Engincer Company®s Spocial
Services Movie account. Tho mail deliveries to the Battalion have im-
proved towznis tho cnl of tho quarter once tho huge amount of Christmas
mall was dispersod. Campany A has closed out its Othor Sundry Fund
CSi#013 duo to its shortago of porsomel and, pow utilizes Company C's
enlisted mons club at Cu Chi, The Battalion continued to make full ;
use of its R & R allccations as a total of 136 men wont on R & R k-
during the quarter. Church attendance dropped off fram 6% to 31% duo :
mainly o the fact that the Battalion went Lo a full 7 day work woulk,
Even thouszh we went to a 7 day work wook, morale is still very good
as 1s reflectod by tho 149 individuals who wtendod during the quarter.

de Thern were O gii.ral, 11 spocial, ari 0 summary courts-martial
during the quarter. Thers were 9 Fleld Grade and 39 Company Grado
Article 15°:=,

bo Totclligerso and “ousloy=intoiligenco

dao The 588th Engi.s.r Bettalion roceived daily intelligence sum-- 1
maries from 1st Brigad., 25th Infantry Division at Tay Ninh and tho 25th ko
Infantry Division at Cu Chi, Intelligeuce and oporations bricfings i
at 1st Brignde, 25th Infantry Divicion aro attorded daily by the S$-2
officer or his represontative., Wookly intclligenco up date briefings
aro attendeu at MACV, Tay Ninh Provincoe by the S=2 c¢fficar or his
roprosontative, Intelligence summaries, terrain studies, and rclated
matorials aroc received from headquarters, II Field Forces.

b, Englineor rocongdssance of roads, bridges, culverts, airficlds
and natural construction materials is performod rogularly by the Bat-
talion Intelligence Section, Irformation derived fram rcconaissanco
is compilod and forwardod to 79th Engincer Group, tho ADE of the 25th
Infantry Division and the MACV (Tay Minh) Provinco Engincor.

c~ Bngineor base camps and work sitos rocoived small amms firo,
3 x 122 mm rockets, and 4 x 60 mm mortors for a total of 7 hostilo
rourds roccived during the poriod. 5 vehiclos hit mines, and 4 minos £
wero located nnmd destroyod by battalion swsop teams.

de The battalion provides 39 onlistod mon and two 2ificers por
ni; ht for porimetsr socurity nt Tay Nimh Baiso Camp (normal corndition) _
and 24 ¢rlistud porscrnel at Cu Chi Basc Campe Tho batt~lion retainad 4
conmnnyd <f tho Tay Ninh Baso Canp Roacticn Forco,

S oans, Oporaticns an. Tradnings ?
2, Cambal Supoorts oLurirs the punrtor whe SSeth Loooor Bavu LS ;(
wns piven combot suppert Uesetlves L Supurt 0 DL Uy k-
FSB 24 Barbarn, consistir, O ota oroanbildoctioc 0 T e L e k-
pads, and read repairs L o o Lagyioru r ot g5tk D lanuy, Lvi- ;
sion consistins of 465 Eilts . -l1l westh.r Latrito eargl? e, i
Thuose projeets were oo L Lol vl Sveone 0 o Lo e mbor 4o e - |
spreliv.ly, Adlition.l sy o wums vrovios U L TS oL e - ,
trlion ard the 25th Infaitey Lovist onoor b w0yt i oot U on ke
(Lar! Clearirn., in thoir bet i) e, ]
o I
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E@d=3 15 February 1970
»UBJECT: Oporational Roport - Lessons Lesraod

be Oporatioma) Supporti The averago battalion effort or opera-
tional support missions was 32% of the available offort during the quar—
tere The weekly percont varied fram 108 to 429, These missions con~
sisted of soveral aireraft revetment typo projects, bunker construc-
tlon projects, ard the secondary road construction,

c. lines of Communications: The 588th Engineer Battalion is in-
volved in the ropair of Q-1 & QL~22 from Cu Chi to Tay Ninh., An -
average of 20% of the available effort was upgraded on thia project
during tho months of November, Decamber and January, The project
consists of patch work, overlay and wldening of shoulders to MACV
standards. The weekly effort varied from 12% to 55¢ and requires
aextensive coordination and cooperation wiihin the entire Battalion,
LOC offort expanded for maintenance ard repair of the roads in the
ACQR consists of grading and shaping the road surfaces ard rapairing
crators amd culverts destroyed by enemy action,

d» Inse Construction: Due to a freezo on approvals fo:' Base
Construction directives to Battalion effort on base construction
varied from 2% to 15% during the quarter. These missions consisted
of a 40' x 96° Pascos. typoe building for a fire station at Cu Chi and
an Airfield upgrade project at Tay NMinh Base Cami,

8s Trainingt Using an extensive program in weapons famijiirdna~
tion has improved our socurity on the roads as well as our perimeler
socurity, Through extra training in basic weapans each individual can
ncw put more offective fire on enemy personnel encountersd during
working hours and night security. Spoclal classos are being corducted
in various construction manggament and equipment utilization for sonio#
NCO's and officers., Cross training is boing strosscd at company lovels
to improve effectiveness of the units,

6. Civic Action: During this Toporting poriod, the Battalion surgecon
held MEDCAPS twice wackly at near by villages and medical assistanco
s given at the Cac Dai Tomple grourds hospital in Tay Ninh, The Rt~
talion Chaplain makes wackly visits to local orphanages,

7. Lozistics:

a, All classos of supplies woro requisitioned through the 228th
Supply and Scrvice Company, which is located at Tay Ninh Basce Camp,
dodical supplios wore requisitioned from the 25th Medical Battaljon,
#opalr parts wore roquisitioned through the S48th Lt Equipment Main-
tenance Company excopt for A and C which arc leccated at Cu Chi amd
requisiticn repair parts from the 94th Lt Equimont Maintenance Carpany,

Lo Supplics ~re picksd up on Tay Nirh Bisu CGump by crpanic 54
vehiclos. When additional h-ul capability is ncoded t¢ hawl oquiy -
ment and matorisls from the Leng Binh arsz, the units orsanic 1w -

nd e Towhvs srovido Ly tne Cthor 7tk e UPaUSCUS LT L5,
wuring the reporting eri oy tn. L2th Trans; ~rtetd s Tl hae
orne cfaaterdo iU i Batinlion,

Co i Anble wator 1 ey Aot vounits oo vy i osd g
Lthrough wells 3 ocated on the Brss Campse  Thu =it lin neei tw -
i nal water Cints in the field during thic TerIriing pers od,
rodncod o teber of 784,000 rallans of PLubls water,
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EEE~- ¢ 15 February 1570
SUsJECT:  Oparational Roport - lassons Learned

8. Forco Dovelopmentt Noneo

9. Command Managaementi

8, Projects and missions assignod to the Battalion are supervised
by the Battalion Commardor, under the staff supervision of the Opera=-
tions Officer, The Intelligonce and Operations Sections operate to-
gether to plan and manage projects ad missions. Equipment resources
of organic and attachod companies are allocated daily to insure effic-
ient utilization,

be Base construction policics are establishod by a Base Develop-
ment Planning Board, under the supervision of tho Post Commandor,

This hoadquarters implements the policy within the framework of Mil-
tary Construction Armmy ard Operations and Maintenance Amy funded pro-
Ject directives. Management of projocts in progress which are cone
structed on a self-help basis is further implemented by strict control
of issued materials. All solf-holp constructiun is supervised by
ongineer personnole When projects are assingod tc the Battalion's
units, 1 mcoting is held by the S-3 and tho constructing unit command-
or to discuss the projoct. Bofure initdation of construction, 2 pre-
construction conferoenco is hold by the Battalion Camandor with the
Operations Officer, Construction Umit Comm~arder, the Flatoon Leador
assigned to the project, and the using agoncy. On all major projocts,
a roprepresentative from the 79th Engincer Group alsc attends, This
briefing is to discuss completely all aspects of the proposed construce-
ticn and to permit comments to be made prior to the initiation of
construction. After construction actually begins, the senior parson
present at the job site is prepared to brief visitors on construction
progress,

ce Dally operations meetings are héld to discuss construction
for the coming day. Management indicators used in committing effort
ard controling progress includo Daily Troop Disposition Reports,
Equipmment Deadline Reports, and After Action Resports,

Section II, Cogmarder‘s Cbservations, Evaluations and Recammerdationss

1. Personnel: Substitution of Personnel:

a. Observation: During the quarter as excessive amount of per-
sonnel have been lost because of the large rotation factor experienced
in Vietnam.

b. Evaluation: Infusion Programs are not always the best solution
and at certain times are not practical. However excessive losses in
specific MOS can sometimes be replaced by non-engineer personnel.

c. Recommendation: When there is an excessive loss of personnel

in anv MOS of a generally lesser skilled category (i.e. Pioncer Engincer) the
vacancy can be successfully filled by non-engineer personnel (i.e. Infantry-113).
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15 February 1970
SUBJECTs Operational Report - Lessons Learned

2, Intelligence: Information given by Vietnamese Civilians

ae (bservation: While conucting reconnaissance throughout. the
ACR, the S-2 section has found that local civilians are very reliable
sources of informaticn,

be Evaluations Corditions of roads during all seasons as well
as the uses of the road and type of traffio the road has supported
can be determined by questioning lccal residents,

Ce Recommerdation: Whilse operating in unfamiliar arocas the use
of bon&fidd information given by civilians is invaluable,

8s Erosion Control on Secondary Roads

(1) Observation: When constructing secordary roads an effective
pallativo must be used to stop pulverization and consequent wimd ero-
sion duo to vehicular travel.

(2) Bvaluation: As much as one inch per day can be lost from the
roadway thickness if it i
spplication of a pallative.

(3) Recommendations The most easily obtained pallative is water
which may be 4pplind by any method availahle, Caréful controi must
be used when using water as logal borrow material becomes difficult
o compact when the moisture content varies more than 2% from MC,
Peneprime/MO—'ZQ is the best pallative in that it 15 the longest last~
ing and most weathereproof, Diesal is an excallent pellative, but
liko water it i= not permanent, A mixture of diesel and RC~-80Q mixed
in equal amounts is found to be long lasting and easily obtainahle,

b, Pouring large Cancrete Pads
(1) “Coservations Recently Mipha Campany had a project of con=

structing concrete twm pads an Ql-l, Ths pad was so iarge that it
had to be poured on two days, .

2) Recommendations A keeway was needed between the pours,

3) A fast and oasy method used was to drill three holes in a
Standard 10' long and 8" high stoel form and bolt ona22xl, Apre-
caution to be taken to facilitate ease in removing the fomms is to
tapor all the odges of the 2 x b,

ce Canventional Sway Bracing not adequato

(1) Obsorvation: While constructing a pascoo building (40! x
96°) for the Cu Chi Fire Station, it was noted that conventional sway
bars for lateral bracing could not be used bocause tho front of the
Fire Station was to be left open for the entrance and exit of the
firc apparatus,

(2) Bvaluation: This situstion was remedied by tho use of knee
braces,
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NOT REPRODUCIBLE

ERE~3 15 February 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Losscns Learnod

(3) Recommendationt Tho four soctions of inglc iron woro wolded
from tho col =+ to the ocaves which gave tho lateral support needed

while still ' iy tho vohieles to pass

de Roimi  -ont of . = Culvorts and Hoadwalls

(1) "Obse:~ i.ns Wl .02 a dralnago ropair mission at a fire
support base, - discovere! that tho ends of culverts wore crushad

due to the narr . wss of tnn road and the wido turning radius of 23
ton resupply ve 7 "

(2) Evalua - Wi L¢ 1 it noither sandbagged hoaadwalls nor
lengthening the .S §r ' tho sclution,

(3) Recammor. © . K oo ool that lonithoning the cul-
vert from 24° to ¢ a0 plae o ermen aecdwalls using R U=Plck.ots
driven into the gr . s rel © rovel ostrong enough to pro-
vent crushing by the v hic os. .. & ..o t'wse reinforcod headwalls
on the narrow roads »: >.uad Lt o 1 ots held up much better

and improved the eff..:*iveness 1 “ie- wis o one
0s DBunkers next t. /rtill.:y ‘docoa

(1) Observationt I r.s unit rad Lo construct several fighting-
persomecl bunkers that wore directly under the muzzlo blast of 175mm
artillery.

(2) Evaluationt The presont bunkors on the FSB had boen damagod
and werec uns~”c bocauso of the concussion of the artillery picces.
Sinco our new bunkers would be similarly stressed the usual design of
the bunkers had to change to provide satiafactery roinforcomente.

At evory possible joint, vertical and hordzontal, two drif . pins werc
used instead of the usual one. The siding was fastened with longoer
spikos then the 30M called for to provide extra holding force., The
bunkers constructed in this manncr have withstood the damaging con-
cussion of the artillory.

(3) Rocommondations Bunkers built close to artillery piloces
should be doubly reoinforced with drift pins and spikes.

f. Asphalt Patching

(1) Gbsorvatiunt Pothales in asphalt MSK®s have boun ovsorv .
to be caused by (1) unstable baso courss and (2) insufficiont !:th .f
original asphalt 1ift, often 13 inchos or loss.

() Evaluation: Thoroforo, tho most important considoritl ng
should bo properly compacted and stabiiizod basc c urs., prof .r-bly
11 minus rock with & thin layor of sand on the butt moand a5 woll as
rmixed with the agrrogate to seal and £iil void sinco.  The Lust ox-

picnt mothod to compact is with a lowiol 5t w Dump and the s
mcthod to seoal and compact is a pavement troeckor with an 1ipinant £
attachment,

(3) Recommerdation: asphalt in catcoes shoad ©ooo ~ipdeaum of

f-ur inches in dupth and compacted in tws oqual 1idts. L0 th o S
an absenco of propor cimpacti.n cquipment, 7 loendsr O ton Dump vy b
usod, Roll tho patch slowly and from tho odiss *oward the middles, A
layor of fine sand can bz placo?! over th finishal atehe This pr -
vents traffic from iicking up the fin. nterinl froe the top of tho
satch and loaving a rough surfaco. It will s 1bs . rh any f th
tack coat that Llods through tho ~tche

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



EGEE~3
SUBJECT: Operatiomal Rgport - Lossens Learned

e Organization: Motor Stables

ae Observationt It was fourd that during motor stables that
only major deficiencios woro glvon attention and that many things
that could be dons, woran®t due to lack of offective use of time al--
lotted.

" b, Evaluations A system was nesdod to imploment command contral

without actually doing the maintenance for oach oporators

Ce Rocommondation: Bach unit corducted motor stables "by the
numbers" in platoon size units. Each squad leader will eall out %he
various itums to bo cheeked during, befors and after the inspoctinn,
By strict sujsrvision by the plato-on leadors and platoon sorgoants,
the maintonines poriod will beaamoe very offoctive ard productive,

15 Faebruary 1970

S5e Trainingt Radia Operations

8e (bsorvatiom It wns notod that it might bueomo necossary for
porsomael unfamiliar with the use -f radios t5 call for modicot ovae-
uation, artillory and air strikes, or infantry assistanco.

bs  Evaluations A schoduled form of instructions is necessary to
insuro that all personnel be familiar with the usc and operation of
rariios and thoir nots,

Ce Rocommondation: Instruction in the <se of various radic o=
sulinant, corrscet radio procedura, proper procadurs for calling for
r crartillory strikes, and pracoiurcs for calling medical ovacua-
ti»n halicupturs, should be schodulxd,
"+ Logistics: Weathar Detordoration of Construction Matorials

8c (Obsorvation:t Due to the oxtrome climatic cond
ivneud in Viot Nem, a I rge amount of lumber is wastod bocausc of opon
“lorages Haln and hoat combin. ts cause the lutbor  to water rot,

Bs Evuluation:  Thore is a naod fer oxtonsive roscarch in this
arva o find an effeetive moth.d Tor mrotecting materials from woa-
thir deteriorati ona

Ce Ruc.mmondaticon:

itions exper—

That dunn: ;s betwesn bunlles of matlerials
slovitid 1" an ono side s
to allow the wntor to run of
2 the materinl,

=

> that tho lumbor 1is stacked at at malie
f frocly and to prun-t. immodiato dryirg

7« Comnunicationsy Nano

He  Materisl:  Nono

s Uthur:

Aol 55.0R%. {1 oo oLt was tound that inadequate seeuring of battery
seat e Setons durg tracks aliowed the bhox to fall out Juring operation
cf the vericic,  Thus, proper instruction of operator. and supervisors

about the need to check periodically all fasteners with increased attention

to vital parts was emphasized.
. ’1‘»( "1- | : N\ 3 Al
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SUBJECT: Oporational Report = Lassoas Learned

c¢e Modical:

(1) This battalion had a VD rate of 350 cases/1000/annum, The
battalion surgoon did coordinate a class in D jointly with tho bat—
talion chaplain, -

{#) Thore have been sevoral cases of drug abuso in the battalion,
Tho battalion surgeon, the battalion chaplin and legal officer conducted
a joint seminar on tho danger of drug abusg, Saminars wore corductod
for cach companye

d. Safetys While in convoys, many personncl have thrown candy
and food stuff from moving vehicles, condangering civilians.. Ia the
onsuing scrambles, many Vietnamese have been injurod. A training pro-
cedurc must be sot up to insure that every soldier is aware of the
dangers in following practices such as this. Bach commander should
sricnt all incoming personnel immediatoly upon arrival in country.
Poriodic briefings should be given to all po¥scnnel.

1 Incl THQAS A. STUMM
as Iisuteonant Colonel, CE
Commarnding
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uGE~3 (15 Feb 70) 1st Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learncd (588th ingineer Dat-

talion) for the (uarterly Period Einding 31 January 1970
(1.C5-CSFOR-65)

Divy, HZADZU.LTERS, 79TV LL.CILL.DR GROUF, APO 96491 25 February 1970
TO: Cormanding Officer, 20uh Engineer Brigade, 4TTI: /VBI-G5, AFO 96491

1. The Operational Leport of the 588th Enginecr Battalion has been
reviewed and additional comren‘s ~re as follows:

Reference Section II, 3, T, page 8: The 58-th has a maintenance iiis-
sion on an unacceptably-paved 1SR - _L~1. [he objective is to retain
the highwey in fuily operational status .41l next cornstruction season,
Therefore, with: the s.wrtasc of conpaction equipment - all the Group's
steel - wheel rollers zre comnitic . to L1-22 restoration, l-13 con-
struction, ari airfiel! corstructiocr. and repair (DU.T and pavenernt and
soil cerent . [he 587t ‘as bmprovet! U is met':od as an expedient for
corpaciion of pothole paiches. Cthervise, t'is met: od would notl be
consiiered acceptable,

2. This report is consicerec to be al ~dequ:ite summary of the Bat-
talion's operational experience during the repert period. Thc report
1s subritted in accordance with U3V e 525-15, d.ted 13 .pril 1949,

FOR T!L COlI.JDLR:

L, X —
A Jihant

CF:
CO, 52nd Zngr Bn
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AVBI-OS (15 Feb 70) 2nd Ind
SUBJECT: Opsrational Report of $BBth Engineer Battalion (Combat) for the

Period Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)
DA, HEADQUARTERS, 20TH ENGINEER BRIGADE, APO 96491 101 70

T0: Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC-DST,
APO 96375

1. Submitted in accordance with USARV Regulation 525-15, dated 13 April 1968,

2, This headquarters concurs with the submitted report with the following
comments

8. Section II, paragraph 1, page 61 Due to the loss of Pioneers, and
Combat Engineers, and the limited availability of trained replacements, USARV
is filling losses with non-engineer uve+sonnel (Infantry-11B), based on man-
power fill priority established for this command,

b. Section IT, paragraph 5, page 91 The Brigade Commander emphasized the
need for this training in a letter to all Group Commanders dated 21 Jamuary

1970. Instructors can be provided by units from their own communications
sections,

¢, Section IT, paragraph 9, page 91 Battery boxes must be checked daily
in accordance with the technical manual,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

lnnecl D Jochlh | ctee

H. V. GOSWEILER IIX
(L 117, cE
Assistant Adjutant
Coples Furnished:

CO, 588th Engr In

PROTECTIVE MARKING IS EXCLUDED
FROM AUTOMATIC TERMINATICN

/& (PARA. 13, AR 340-16)
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AVHGC-DST (15Feb70) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned (588th Engineer Battalion)
for the Quarterly Period Ending 31 Januaxry 1970, (RCS—CSFOR—65)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 963752 3 MAR 1970

TO: Commender in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

This headguarters has reviewed the Operational Report - Lessons Learned

for the guarterly peried ending 31 January 1970 from Headquarters, 588th
Engineer Battalion and concurs with the comments of indorsing headquarters.

@:wg%_%

FOR THE COMMANDER:

C. E. MICHEL

MAJ, AGC
Cy furni Assistant Adjutant General
588th Engr Bn

HQ, 20th Engr Bde
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GPOP-DT (15 Feb 70) 4th Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 588th Engineer Battalion for Period
Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSFOR-65

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 1 APR 7p

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D, C., 20310

l. This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding
indorsements and concurs in the report as indorsed,

2. The report was received in this headquarters without Item B26
(Relocation of 100 Tower - 212~6040-0-20). US Army, Vietnam, has been
requested to furnish the item which will be forwarded when received.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

.r » ,/ ’] 17
ﬁiﬂ‘/xéai
F0. cLIng

3LT, AGC
Asst AG

CF:
CG, USARV




. ORGANIZATION, HQ, 588th Engineer Battalion (dated 1S February 1970)
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