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DEPARTHENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 43RD SIGNAL BATTALION
AP0 9631E

SCDPV=NG-PK~C 10 August 1969

SUBJECT: Operational Report Of 43rd Signal Battalion for Period
Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

delcrineces 1 L 5 1y,
st e i

el eiocde e 1-19, dated 12 Ji i
L5 CorOn-65) (RL

.1
ot Romort Lensocs Le rmed ( ]

1. Section 1}, Operations: Sigpificant Activities

a. General:

(1) The battalion was operational in the Republic of Vietnem
for the entire reporting period of 92 days. Major effort was con-
centrated in the following areas: improving the quality of in-
stalled communications; raising the level of personnel proficicnc
through the use of in-country schools, OJT, and self-instructional
programs; raising the standards of all categories of ecuipment
maintenance to include vehicles, power generators, and signal
equipment; and improving the living end recreational focilities for
all assigned personnel,

(2) The 43rd Signal Battalion was reactivated in August of
1966 ang organizationally structured to prov1de communications sup-
port to Military Assistance Command advisors in the II Corps Tactical
Zone. All elements were formed under TCE 11-50C0D, Subsequently,
the organization mission was supplemented to add corps area com-
minieation support for U.S. Army organizations over three and one-
half provinces of the Central Highlands to RVN, Tue original TOE
did not fit the current mission, Accordingly, several original
compenies (B,D, and E) have been detached and others (278th and
586th Signal Companles) attached, Additionally, the internal or-
ganization of the remaining units was rearranged to match unit re-
sources with mission requirements. An extensive modification to
the existing TOE had been submitted through 2lst Signal Group and
lst Signal Brigade but wcs disapproved by Department of the Army.

A new TCE modification under the Golf Series, including TDA's for
fixed station facilities was submitted in December 1968. This
ehange is intended to tailor the orgenization to its long-term
nission as now known.
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SCCPV-N G=PK=C 10 August 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Li3rd Signal Mattalion for Period
Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFCR.-65 (R1)

be Organization: The following listing vrovides up-to-date
information for organic units of the Li3rd Sirnal Battalion. In-
closure 1 thru 5 provide additional information concerning attached
units and units under the operational control of the Li3rd Signal
Battalione

UNIT LOCATION  LTOE USASCC  UIC

HHD, L3rd Sig Bn PKU 11-500D 2L /67 WDQZTO
Co A, L3rd Sig Bn PKU 11-500D  25/67 WDQZAO
Co Cy, L3rd Sig Bn KT 11-500D  26/67 WDQZCO
278th sig Co, L3rd Sig Bn  CPE 11-117D  02/67 WICF 3AA
586th Sig Co, L3rd Sig Bn  AKE 11-117D  oL/67 WCF6AA

Ce Activities:

(1) Company C, L3rd Signal Battalion underwent a C*:T by a
six-member team from 21st Signal Group. The inspection was con-
ducted during the period 29 June 1969 to 2 Julv 1969. The over=
all rating was satisfactory,

(2) In July 1969, a 2le-man platoon from the S578th Signal
Construction Company was attached to the L3rcd Signal Battalicn
to support cable construction and rehcbilitetion projects, 112~
ments of this platoon have been assigned to HHD, Pleileu; Co C,
Kontum; 278th Sig Co, Camp Enari; ond 586th Sig Co, An Khe.

(3) ilajor General Pepke, Commanding General, Fourth Infantry
Division; Brigedier General Albright, Deputy Commanding Ceneral,
1st Signal Brigede; Brigadier Genercl Sheeffer, Assistent Deputy
Commander~Alpha, Fourth Infantry Divisionj o~nd Colonel lMusgrave,
Commending Officer; 21lst Signal Group visited various sites and
facilities of the battalion du_ ing the laost rcporting period.

de Personnel and Administration:

(1) During this reporting period there were 22k gains and
283 losscs for a net decrcase of 59 personncl. The present
authorization for this battalion is 1135 personncl. The cssigned
strength of this organization as of 31 July 1969 was 851 personnel
or 73.2% of authorizcd strength.

(2) The following arc personnel shortoges which eritically
~ffect the accomplishment of this battrlion's missions

MOS AUTH RQRD  ASGD TITLE

1J 12 18 11 Teletype Reprirmon
PF 1 8 3 Ciphony Repnirmen
32D 11 15 5 Technicrl Controller

Inclosure 2
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SCCPV-1iG=PK~C 10 August 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the Lird Sign~l Battalion for 3
Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR=65 (R1) jJ

72F 0 I 0  Date Communicntions Tcrminel Specialist

1 (3) Therc werc twenty-ninc (29) Bronze Ster Medals; two (2)

‘ with V-Devices; onc (1) Air Medel; two (2) Purplc Hearts; forty-
cight (L8) Army Commendation Medals awerded to personncl of this
battalions Twenty-onc (21) Bronze Stor and twenty-four (2L)

Lrmy Commendetion Medels have been forwnrded o higher headgquerters
and ore pending approvel,

Ce Security:
(1) HHD, L3rd Signal Battalicn, Pleiku, RVN:

(2) Constructed threce guard and obscrvetion towers along the
MACV/TROPO Hill L3rd Signal Battalion perimctera |

: (b) Instclled chainlink vchicle and personnel gates ot en- -
Q; tronce to compound where berricrs were formerly uscd.

(¢) Constructed new personnel bunkers ndjacent to barracks
buildings.

E (d) Rehobilivated revetments around barracks buildings ~~d
improved revetments at ammunition snd POL storage sitese.

(c) Instelled additionsl lights on access routes to the cone
toncmente

(f) Postcd sign werning of provisions of untry to compound.

# (g) Constructed rcvetment for the battolion helicopter pad. .
(h) Prepared 2 revised Alert Plen.
(2) Compeny A, L3rd Signal Bottelion, Pleiku, RVN: 3

(2) Completed construction of » sccurity fence, (combination 4
barbed/concertine wire) around thce Pleiku North Signsl Site. 3

(b) A chein link fence with barbed wirc topping was con-
structcd cround the Pleiku North Communicotions Center., A single
gate provides accessand a turglar systen has boen instdlled to :
alert thosc in the Comm~Center of anyone's prescnce ~t the fence X
gotce

(c) Two defensive fighting bunkers werc constructed at
Compony A VHF Site on Tropo Hill Plciku, RVN.

v
A

(d) L blest well consisting of fifty-five gallon drums filled
with send was clso constructed ~t the Tropo Hill VHF Site to pro-
tect personnel enroute to the bunkers from the operations building.

3

|
|
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Siuw Tt Gperational eport of the 3¢ 5% ual “attelion for 3
Period .mcing 3 July 1969, "33 8570e=05 (M)

(e) Tue trojo 'Mill LSKW Back-Up Ceneraior was relocated away
from tiue perimcter chain link fence to an erce afjacent to opera=- :
tions building; this was done to eleminraie the threat of sabotage :
becauge of the close proximity to the perimeter fence znd to per=
it better fielcds of fire fror a mechine gwr nosition in this area.

(3) Company C, L3rd Simal Batitalion, Kontum, RVN:

(2) A1) cdefensive bunkers along the company headquarters per-
incter have been rebuilt,

(b) Uefoliant obtained from loccl ARVN vnits vas used to cone ¢
trol wnderemouth and foliage alone the prrircter of the company,

(L) 27&th Signal Comoany, Camp Encri, Plzilv, RVN: '

(a) During the reporting period anmproximately 32,000 man-
hours were expenued on sentry duty, petrols end defensive ovperations,

(b) EBEieht anti-infiltrction bunkers werc constructed around
the company headquarters ares to provide betier protection curing
sapyer attockse

(c) Work on the Canp Enari perimeter defensive bunkers was
completea in July. Improvewents included consiruction of rocket
cerlection screens, drainage ditches, scresned slceping arsas and
new brlletin boards.

(5) 5C6th 3Signal Sompeny, Cawp ReCeliff, An Khe, RVNs

(a) A cyclone fence was construc%ed to cnclose the DNO and
Comm=Center Sites. Cates for their fencing will ve installed as
soon as they arc completed by tie An e PA™E clevent,

(b) An extensive program to defoliste the company perimeter
has becn continuea by burning, cutting, end the vse of herbiciale.

(¢) The 1lst Dripade/ljth Infantry Nivicion Engincers are in the
process of defoliating Hong Cong Mounteine. !

(d) A& now cntrance way far the company motor pool was cone
struocted anc o heavy patc installec. The new entronce vway opens
inte e comany ares rather than on ths rosr eccess road, thereby
irmroving physcial security end reduveing the possibility of
vandzlisn or theft,

(e) ©n 1 June 1909, canpeny persorncl perticinated in a come
pleve swee) of the Camp Raceliff compound to search out and clear
possihle infiltrators or hidden c¢xplosives,
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SCC o my (mPEwC 10 August 1969
3. 3d (S's Operational deosort of tac 3¢ Si:nel 3attalion for
Perioc Encing, 3L July 1939, 203 £SF0=65 (1)

(8) Rocket, mortar, snall ariis ¢ sadder suvtacks that occurred
cduring tae guarter follows

(2) ILocations and Dates:

(1) ™n Hos % Comwany A, TACV/T2020 7ill cowpounc, PXU, RV¥:
] oany A, P ’ ’
ey 13 and June 10,

(2) Company A, PKI' Det: June 18, 2, July L, and 15,
(3) Compeny A, P¥! Det: None
() Comrany A, CPI' Det: May 12, June 12

(5) Comweny C, KTii, RV
16, ana July 17.

Mz 5, 6, 18, 20, and 31, June 7 anc

(6) Compe y C, TCH Det: Mey 9, 1y, 18, 27, July 1 and 1.

(7) Coupeny C, DTO Let: iay 9, 10, 11, 13, 15, 16, 1, 19, 20,
22, 23, 25, anc 26, June 1, 3, L, 5, 7, 10, 12, and 13.

(38) Compeny C, CRO Det: June G,
(9) 276th Siy Company (C2C): May 17, 18, June 7, 8, end july 2,
(1L0) 5086th Sig Couwpanye iay 12, June 6, 20, 23, and July 19,

(b) Personnel WIA and KIAs

(1) ¥ anc¢ Company A at Pleikus None

(2) Couyery Cy Li3rc Sicnzl Batizlion b Yontum: None

(3) Dak To Sitnal Site, Company ©, h3ré Signal Battelions 'TA 1
(L) 270th 3ignel Company at Carw Enrris None

(5) Draron Mountain 3irnal Site (362nd 3ignel Tet): T4 1

(6) 536th Signal Coripany at An The: None

(c) PBguixicnt Damaces

(1) Dek To Sifnal Site, Compeny O, L3¢ Signel Battalion: On
23 Moz 1969, one 2°; ton vehdcle received sirepacl end the windshield
wvas damageds /lso, thac detecivient shower cnd latrine were heavily
danaged by concussion and shrapnel, '
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SU 0Tt Oxerational Report of tic ! rd sirnel latbtelion for
Period rncing 3L July 1909, 6.3 C30R=6Y {11)

(2) Léek To Signal Site, Cowpen: G, Lrc 3ignal Bottalion: On
1 June 1959, one 3L ton truck suiicred ¢ec.c.e o the risht front
vincow as a result of concussion,

(3) uak To 3isnal Site, L3rc Signel Daticlion: On 3 June 1969,
one 2/li ton truck tool shrapnel thirough the wincshieluj one 23 ton
ton truck wiandshield and tire was Camaped by shrapnel; one 600 gale
lon weter pod was dameged by shraanel and en fiprovised shover tater
tan': ves corletely cestroyeds In accition, one locally irnrovised.

latrine structure was Cestroved, e

- (') Traron Jountain 3Jignel Site, 362n¢ Sirnal Compeny Det: n T
26 ey 1209, one billet uas destroyed by satchicl chargmes olaced by

sconers and. throee rooms vere GewolisiieCs Mne VL=97/3 structure s

severls Cawc-ed by a BLO rocket, anc thic TC=27/3 Van receivec shrap-

nel demage. 1’0 sifnal ecuinnent cs desiroreds e TRC-97/7 antenna

anc onz wast scction itas sheared in vell b setchel charrese Also

tro scetions tere blom cub of the onterinc (ish, Sebotare of the

wire head wras renorted bub not coufiricds Tarze of four circuvits

streps ore broken into pieces, the one rovcining in tect cerried cll -..

the circritse.

(1) Command e:phasis on safe worling conditions end helits conw
tinves com to e lovest eclielon in gll onerctionsl arcas of taids
orjchnizavions Safety posters, ceily bulletins, anc the publication
o scveral cormand letters concerning snccilic safety procedures re- 2
sultec ir iicreasec ei Jnasis end avercness i thc salety proraite

(2) Ssafcty regarcing the use and nalnicnance of eapons and
acaunitions continues to be an arca of spccicl comuanc emphasise

(3) Safe Crivin: practices, an srves of weriicular concern, arc

[oX0 -

continuelly stressed through the veriows news mecia available to 3
commendors aiX. Safety Cfficerse Duiing thc reporting verioc, this 3
battalion sustained two (2) reportable vehieular accidentse. ’ :

(1) Te Datialisn 3afety Cowacil hos beosn instrimientsl im fore

mlating and pursving an arsrcssive selety program throuphout the . &
battalion,
‘7":*..,’:«:.,1-

ge Trainine:

(1) The Tettelion Training Scetion hes persevered in meinteining
high asancerds in all facets of trrinings “hnercased cimhasis has
bean plocec on USASTRACOM Torm 115, "Training Qualification Necord",
Funct onal sudcde packets are being proered and ept current eccorcing
to apnlicable rzrulations and directives,
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SCOWe (wPi=C 10 iu;ust 1969 3
SUdutTs  Qoerctional leport or the .. %h a1l Sattadlion for :

Period ncing 51 Julr 1,59, T35 CS0 =05 (R1)

(2) :adinue use of gnotas foir conwses oficrcd by the lst 3ignal
Sriracets U3LTY Continuea auring tie lcetv reporting veriode 4 'ootal
of wairteen (13) courses were vtilized with Tortiyeone (L1l) personnel
attending, Persons in the numbers indicate comdletec the folloriy

Pt et VA e crii e S T AR e Wt

corrses
G0 UHBER
= -
Teledaonc Znstalletion and Repaiy--cewrse 7
FG=25.7 Relresher course 6
20~ System maintenance course 2 :
~Cable Ssliccr refrgsher courge L S 4
_Rf,cwo ‘Relsy maintencnce course GRG-0Q . 1 ;
353 mgintenancs” covrse CRL~106 Gl 1 :
~Jele: ohone Kav Systern nuintwnancu coNrse e | 4
TS C/}{m:,.aan.ptcna.nce conrse . e T i
Pulsn. Goce i .oC Uatiwm-s; rq;pur. 0ICTT uo;c_ c'fmmc 2 3
”:.m:, 3
PLL r‘w"“.l_nlneﬁ COmrEe-.. ”‘*mu-- - 1 ,
Projoctionists Training. 5
Syonew Control course L ;
36H Refrsher course 6 §
‘ (3) Shor'i;c.;p whicli fizve been J..llbd e ud stenCercized foriael -
Wi Trediudng ars in Mos L, 30C,.718, end {25, This OJT Crogrom 1
insures conbinuity o(‘ cou%c.; throvghout vhe brttalion,
- k
v 1
(1) During tie last mportmp prwioc, %he DIAL TELEPHORE EX ;
CIAIES at CPi anc. AIE coincucted an eriensive OJT Prorrem for per- .
somwl in MC3 350 ang 30He A 26-hour blocl: of instruction, concuctec i
oy GHO personnel, vas necessar;--” e to o torminction of the CHC =004 / 1
.. Corirect on 1 July 8% Tae batielinn now has tie resnonsibvility to
oxrale and maiatain whe DFAL TELEPhOME EXCHANGSS and to trein pers- )
sorncl necled.
(") Uit Commeanders conbinued to provids o1l persomnel with the
requiircd commepd informetion, Tre Batoolion Thienlain condvcted
classes or Jhirceter Goidance TAW USARV . ° &70=30. init Corrancers
arc 2150 charged with the respousihilic 4o couduct Charceter Cvidance
treininge
(5) mc Patielion Stelf condvcmd vraining ins )"ctw ons curing,
e veporting period &s rcqrired, 3 e e :
‘ »."I'.'.‘"ww. T e
'.1. Jerctions: . 2 y oy EEERAS "‘.,m -
(1) **M oo 1959 the H'a’IJD Sywbau, was activo d netiten An ITe
end v Sot ¢ SR ids- intd Lh e s st (27C to 1Z7 )
and p"ow—.df*s 8 Frisgu- gzt ‘ﬁ}ﬂ@m c: with lending zone
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gcztj\ e 10 Aurust 1969
S0 O Loerationel Reoort of Hhe M 2e¢ 3icnel kitolien Tor
v A 9 Qon oo - N7 T ey
Peried moing 31 Jul:- 19469, 88 537(1=55 (1)

(@) Ca L izy 69 the BBM 12 s 5uci:  ns ~ctivated betrcen Plei'n
an¢. Cez Tnexd provicain:, 'S chiznnels ol 2o enelity corunicotions.
This brouzit rhout i Ceactivetion of 4o (2) .oras Arez VOF sstelse

(3) Jming the lasy reportin: poridd,. the 772D gystcm (PKU to CPE).
yes UnEraced fron a 2 to a L5 cheaimel idcrovave sster. This incresssc
=1 aceep o Pl o ~NL "\ Y CE « . \ .--" ’ o ’ -
the f_lf‘L.ﬂJ%ﬂo- LCS Chamnels to CPL ard cllo=d tue decctivation of
onc UCS T 8ysten Lo Cile

) (l.!.) .J.)urin:, ‘i‘.l.le quarter tiere tierc & totel of sixn (6) systen
ccactivations vo include the 3307 56 betizen Al: and I73s Y o7 g9
BRW 11, TTUH 3B, 3 €5 b T enc O¥y anc. 5 LD beticen

i1 (?,4 H 3B, I3i etueen P.U enC C2i3 and 371 LD betieen CRO
asic. .

. g) A t.otel of L3 circuits were sctiveied, 55 circuits deactive ted,
L Circvits were rcerovied,

(6) Burial of the overhead noriion of tie 200~.air cchle linldar
Cezpp mari end Dra;on [ ountein wras cccor il shed during the last quarter.
Iue to terrain features the entire 5000-toot section had to be buried by
hand. The project was completed on 13 Jun 49.

(7) The Pleiku Minor Relay, operated by Co A, L3rd Signal Pattalion,
processed a total of 156,585 messages, an increase of 5,5L49 cv.» the
previous reporting period.

(8) On 20 July 69, the Mode I (UNIVAC 100L) terminal wes activated
replacing the existing iode V circuits at Pleiku Communications Center.,
Serving subscribers in the Pleiltu Area, it passes an average of 16,100
cards a day, and 400 messages per day.

(9)7 The Pleiku SECORD switch was activated 3 July 1969, to provide
AUTQSEVOCQY service to certain subscribers within the Pleilmn area and
immediate vicinity. Pleiku subscribers can call any other AUTOSEVOCOM
subscriber in Vietnam or if authorized, throughout the entire Pacific
area with equipment operated and maintained by Co £, L3rd Signal Bat-
talion,

(10) A cable extension project instelled by Co D, LOth Signal
Battalion (CC) was accepted by the 278th Signal Company ot Camp Emeri
on 10 July 1969. A totol of 16,900 fect of ccble was installed pro-
viding U400 additional pair of cable to be distributc’ to verious
areas of the base camp which previously could not be given ~dequate
telephone service without installing excessively lon;; runs of WD-208
drop wire,

(11) 1In order to provide grecter ~lterncte routing capability
for the Dragon Mountain Signzl Site (278th Sig Co), the circuit paths
of 211 of the 3$2nd Signcl Company Tropo Channels were reengineered
ta pess through the SB-61l Patch Panel ot the VHF Site. The cubt over

t i
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SCCPV-NG-PK-C
SUBJECT: Operational Report of L3rd Sipgn~l Zattrlion for Period
Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (K1)

took placc on 26 June 1969, and only minor problums were cxperienced.

(12) During the reporting pcriod, 107 new mainlines end 60 new
extensions werc instelled from the Camp Enari Dial Telephone Exchange.
This represcnts an increasc of 185 percent for the quarter. It is
now cstimated that optimum f£ill will be rcachcd in December of this

yeiTre

(13) Due to the termination of the (HO controct on 1 July 1969,

this Battalion assumed the rcsponsibilitics to operate, maintoin,
and repalr the Dial Telephone Exchanges ot Ceamp Enari and An Khe.

(1) During the past reporting period, Company B, LOth Signal
Battolion (CC) irstalled 38,500 fcct of 25, 50, 100, and 200-puir
crble in the Kontum Arcz. This greatly imoroved the telephone
service given to subscribers by Compeny C, L3rd Signnl Battelion.

i. Logistics:

(1) Mcss Mplls within the brttclion hove improved immensely
during the rcporting period. Compeny A reccived new mess hall
cquinbment such cg oven stoves, deep frnt frycrs, stcem tobles and
cold trbles. Most of these items arc gos opercted, therceby roe--
ducing thc load on the cemtoncrment generctors The oven heat
affords better preparation of food. Some new cquisment hes
also been received by Company C and the 278th Signol Compeny.

The Latter has clso nrde vest improvencents in the mppCrrance and
sanitetion of their mess hall.

(2) The battelion obteincd a temporecry lonn of eight (8)
cach 15 KW gencrators from USARV. These were distributcd to the
units thus ¢liminating meny of thc generator prcblems. 01d
gencrators thet were in need of overhrul werce replaced and/or
turncd in for maintenoncce.

(3) Ten (10) cnch air conditioncrs vere ncouired through
supply chrmnels ard ollcented to vorious sipnnl sitcs within
the battalion.

(L) An ANAMRC-85 pover van Lcerme opcr-~tion-1 on Trono Hiil
nt Pleikue The two (2) 150 XKW gencr-torsg power the sipnal sitc

of Comp~ny &, L3rd Signal Bottalion, 362né Sim-~l Commny, and 516th
Sirn~l Company ~nd the cantonement arca for the PKU Det,; Company C,

st Signel Battalion. This action reduced the lond con the
IWCS power plent and ersed the meintennnce problem.

10 August 1969
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SCCPV=N G=PK~C 10 August 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of L3rd Signsl Battolion for Period
Ending 3t July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

Je Aviation:

(1) This battalion is authorized an aviation scction by TCE;
however neither aircraft nor aviation pergonnel are assigned.
Support is obtained from the 21st Signal Group at Nha Trang,
appreximately 200 KM away. Tho air support provided by higher
hcadquarters as well as acheduled Air Force and Army flights
meets the requirements of this battalion. The L3rd Signal
Battalion cnjoys the use of an aireraft four (L) days per wecke.

2+ Section 2, lessons learned: Commander's Observations, Evaluations
and Recommendationss:

a. Personnel:

(1) Need for Data Communications Terminal Spccialists.(72Fy%)

() OBSERVATION: With the introduction of thc Mode I operation,
a nced for persomnel in MCS 72F has been csteblished. It is difficuld
to conduct proper OJT and produce satisfoctory results withor?
qualified instructorsg.

(p) EVALUATION: A1l personncl assigned primary duties wi‘: the
Mode I terminal require formal training in the operations and pro-
cedvres of the 100kt sasptter.,

(c¢) FR-COMMENDATION: That school trained personnel in MOS 72F

be assigned to this battalion in order to enhance the operation of
the Mode I and assist in training personncl currently assigned.

(2) Necd for Fixed Station Technical Controllers { ¥D):

(2) OBSERVATION: Replacements rcccived for necded Pixed
Station Technical Controllers arc Tactical Circuit Control Specialists
(31N) and arc not familiszr with the Fixed Station Technical Control
Center.

(b) EVALUATION: The proposca MTCE calls for Tactical Tech Con-
trollcrs (3WN20) and, therefore, all replecements received must
undergo a lengthy and time-consuming training p-mram before they
con be of any value to the gaining unit.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: ‘het o determined effort be made to obtain
morce Fixed Station Tech Controller in thils command to meet the ever
inorcaging need for personnel in this MOS (32D).

(3) Mal-zssignment of personnel in a critical MOS:

10
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SCCPV=N G~PK~C 10 August 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of lLi3rd Signal Battalion for Period
Ending 3t July 1969, RCS CSFOR~65 (R1)

(2) OBSERVATION: & number of personnel were mal-assigned to
the Pleiku Communicationg Center, specifically in MOS 3C and D,

(b) EVALUATION: These personnel underwent lengthy and thorough
training on equipment not organic to this unit, Their knowledge,
experience, and training can be utilized in an organization where they
are needed,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That personnel presently assigned within
this battalion be transferred to unite that can properly utilizer
their talents. That higher headquarters ecreen these individuals
more carefully and assign them where needed.

be Operations:

(1) Installation of Mode I:

(a) OBSERVATION: A Mode I Terminal was installed at the Pleiku
Communications Center on 3 July 1969 and cut over to traffic c» 20
July 1969,

(b) EVALUATION: Comm-center personnel, completely unfamil‘ax
with the installation ang operation of the Mode I, expended = great
deal of time and effort during the installation. Delay and con-
fusion would have been avoided had qualified personnel been avail-
able for ° - 4  %“allation,

(c) RECU~ ™ UATTON: That a qualified installation team be
made availabiy for future installations.

(2) Installation of Trunk Hunting Device:

(2) OBSERVATION: Prior to the installation of the trunk hunting
device in tie Camp Enari Dial Telephone Exchange s the Fourth Infantry
Division's Tactical Switchboard - FAMOUS - was given subscriber
service rather tham trunk service, This resulted in the DTE having
to dial up to fourteen (1) different numbers before finding an
open line to FAMOUS 8witchboard,

(b) EVALUATION: A trunk nunting device was installed,
Subscribers now have to dial only two numbers to gain access to
the FAMOUS trunk Circuits, thercby improving the service to Camp
Enari subscribers. This scrvice is provided by utilizing the
trunk hunting connectors wired in groups of nine and four number
corrcasponding to the FAMOUS Class C assignment.,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That any dial telephone exchange providing

1




SCCPa CoptmC 10 August 1969 y
SUBJECT: Operationzl Report of the Li3rd Signal Battalion for :
Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR~-65 (R1)

dial service rather than trunk service to 2 mamual switchboard i
utilize the trunk hunting fezture if possiblc. :

(3) Raising of Outside Terminol:

(a) OBSERVATION: A high percentage of Disl Telcphone Scrvice i
at Camp Enari is disrupted during heavy rains due to wet cable %
in the termiunal cans.

(b) LVALUATION: Terminal cans ot Camp Enrri were originally
instelled ot the base of stubs which ~llows watcer stonding in de-
pressions to enter the terminal. This czuses disruption of service 2
until the cable drics.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: That in futurc installations terminals
be instelled at least ten (10) feet above the ground. This will
not only stop the watcr problcm but will also help eliminate
unauthorizced personnel from tampering with the terminel.

Ce Treining:

RN S

(1) Replrecnent trainings

(a) OBSTRVATION: It is extremely difficult for o company g
sizc unit to conduct the proper replacement training for =11 ]
incoming personnecl,

(b) FEVALUATION: Instructor personncl and facilitics are
either lacking or insadequate at the compeny level,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That incoming personncl reccive the
necessery replacement training vhile still in o transit stotus.
This would ~lso 2llow thc Bn Training Section to monitor thot
progrem cffectively.

(2) Training of Data Communic~tions Terminsl Specialists:

(a) OBSERV.TION: At the cnd of this ruporting period no '
school-trained Dota Communications Terminel Spocinlists (72F) ’
were assigned,

(b) EVALUATION: At prcsent, Comm-Centcr Specialists cre
used to opcrate the Mode I Termimal rccently put in opcration.
Due to a lack of qualificd instrictor personncl, this training
is a time consuming proccss and not as edeguatc as it should be.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: That a coursc be sct up within the
command to expedite and assist thc battalion in the training of
nccded T2F personncle

12




SCCPV=N(G=PK=C 10 Lugust 1969
SUBJECT: Opcrational Rcport of the L3rd Signal Bettalion for
Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

de Intelliggncc: Nonc

es Logistics:
(1) Nced for Distortion Anslyzer (DAS-10).

(2) OBSERV.TION: The Pleiku Tech Contrel, Pleiku Army Area
Communications Center and the Pleiku AUTOSEVOCOH facility are
still in need of Distortion Anealyzcrs (DAS-10)

(b) EVALUATION: Information on the DAS-10 hes been forwarded
to higher headquarter on numerous occesions, verbzlly and in
writing. They have been requisitioned under threc (3) different
FSN's per instruction of higher headquorters. The itom heas been
approved on the CCIL and a rcquest for ossistnnce hzs been sub-
mitted. Requisitions have been hand-cerried to lst Signal Bde
Log Section per lisg 1lst Signal Bde Unclas Cite SCCPV-LG-S, 3342
SUBJECT: REQUIREMENT FOR DISTORTION INALYZER (D/.S-10) DTD 10
July 69. The lack of this item scriously hempers the performance
of this battalion's missinn.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: Thet commend emphasis be placed on the
acquisition of the Distortion Analyzcr (DAS-10),

f. Organigation: None
ge Othcr: None

),Llffmgﬁ/&f/

-5 Tnel--
as LTC SlgC
Incls 1 - 5 wd HQ, DA Commp_ndj_ng
DISTRIBUTION:
A plus
2 - CINCUS/RPAC, ATTN: GPOP-DT, 4PO 96558
1 - CG, US.LSTRATCOM - PLC, SCH, APO 96557
3 - CG, USARV, LTIN: AVHGC-DST, LPO 96375
1 - CG, 1st Sig Bde, ATTN: SCCPV-OP, APO 9638l
15 - CO, 21st Sig Gp, LTTN: SCCPV-NG-OPT, LPO 962L0
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*SCCTV-NG=PT (10 fup 69) 1Ist Ind
SUBJECT: {oerntivnal Seoort £ 431 Sirnl *I:j.\';tr‘.]j.on fer Veried
Endin 31 July 1969, 1C3 CSI' T1=65 (4T)

Dh, HE.DW RUEMS, 213T SIGNAL RCUP, Li¥Y  962L0 27 hugust 1969
T(: ST% DISMITUTIC
1. Subject recert is forwerded IAYW 1st Sign-l Brigade Negulation 1-19,
2. This headquerters has reviewed the bosic report ond concurs with .
the informoticn conteined therein with the follewing comments and/or
excentions:
ae iura 12 (1), pa,e & The tetel group strength during this re-

perting peried deereased as DA continues to £ill approximtely 50% of
monthly requisitions, During enrly Lusust therce was o marked increase

in the mutbor o crsinnel assigned te the 21st Sipgnal Group; if this b
trend centinucs the strength situation 7ill rrently imrove. The lL3d _
Signal Bettalion has increased its total strength from 851, as of 31 2
July 69, to 936 xrscnnel assirmed, as of 20 iug¢ 69, a net increase of b
85 ncrscmel., ) A

be Dore 1¢ (2), mage 2 an! para 22 (1) and 2a (2), page 10, MN(Sts 3
31J, 32, 32D, and 72F arc critic-l throughout Groeupe. Nuthorizations 3
far these warsunel do net reflect present missicn requirements, Re- i 1

quired strengir in these X S's consistently axcceds authorized strength.
56 new {iTtE/IDL Documents, cevering units within Group, heve been fer-
warded to DA for apjroval o “hen fintl acti.n is taken, Grcup will have -
a morc realistic authorizaticne The figurcs reperted by the L3d Signal
Battalicn are in crror in that scven 32D's are authorized, not eleven;

there is one 720 assigned, not zerc, -
ce Tara 22 (3), pape 10, Dersennel itk 1 5's 34C ond 34D who ]
cculd not be properly utilized within the L3 Signal Battalicn have 3
been reassiined, 5
E

,

4



SCCPV-1"~CPT (10 Aug 62) lst Tnd
SUBJECT:  Oseraii: ﬂal oot of L3 Gd and Tatiolion for Period Tnding
31 July 1969, RC. CoFth=-65 (1)

de Pore 2b (L), paze 1l. The 2L % Sicn2) frous dees not have per-
sonnel qualificd in l.cde I installation, 1Ist Signal Irigade had an
installation super iser on site. This hoo Cqunrters provided a qualified
12F to asuist tie battalion in ~ctiveting the 100).

7y

S

THQ. AS C. iGS
Colounel, SigC
Cormanding

DISTRIBUTICN: (1st Ind Cnly)

= CC, 1lst 5i- 3de, ATTN: SCCPV-0P, ~T0 9633l

‘.Ca rQ2 D-., Washington 0.C. 203h)
File

CC, 13d >irnal Bn, AP0 96318
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SCOPV=0F-SD (10 Aug €9) vl Lo E
SUBIECYT: Operational Report of /2010 Bimal Battalion for Feried Ending 1
31 July 1969, 1CS G056 (Ri) §
DA, HQ, 1sb Signal Dripude (U700 0501000), ARG 90384 16 September 1969 i
T0: Commanding General, Uniicd Clates Awvmy Vielnam, ATIW:  AVHGC-DST, E
AP0 6375 ‘ ;
1. GSvbjeet report is forvarded in accordance with USARV Regulation 525-15, 4
2. This headquartors hes revicw d ihe 1cport and concurs in it as indorscd
with the following comments wnl/or exccptions: E
a. Paragraph 2a(1), page 10, Schoul trained persouncl in MOS 72F are 4
available or will be availabtle pricr lo installation of terminals, :
b. Paru%raph 2a(2), page 10, Proposed authnrization documents g
(MTOE 11-76G) inclulde the following Ei totals within 43rd Signal Battalion =
in MOS 32D: 3
e
E7 -2
P
O - 3 $
'
E5 ~ 12 4
k-
E4 - 8 -
In view of the above figurcs and the required figures in MOS 32D indicated G
in paragraph 1d(2), this headquarters concurs in the Group Commanders '
comment that when final action is laken the Group will have a more realistic
authorization. If additional MOS 32D spoces are required, requsst for change . .
should be made at next TAsDS update. 4
¢. Paragraph 2b(1), page 11. A quali®icd toam was provided by
Communications Systems Fnginocering and v oyement Agency (CGSEMA) to install
the Mode I terminal. The 43red Signal Batorlion was tasked to trausport, -
relocate and assist C3EMA with installotion of the terminal at the new site. -
The excess time expended i the instillotisn of the Mode I terminel at
Pleiku was due to delay in transportation of trailer mounted air conditioning
cquiprment from the old site to the new gite by the gaining unic, :
d. Paragroph 2b(3), pepe 12, Raicing of Outside Terminal: 2
;.
(1) The original outsice plant cable installation at Camp Enari was ]
mado using pedestnl type torrinals. This type of installation places 1
terminal blocks approximately 3-4 foct above ground level, This requircs -
16 ;
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G ’ o PN a ‘
i SCCPV-OP-SD
x SUBJECT: Operational Report of 43rd Sigmnl Latialion for Feriod Ending
4 31 July 1949, 103 CSrOR-65 (Ri)

removal of the cable sheath to appreximately 2--3 foet above ground level.

1 Gencrally, placing torminals in depresoions where water may risc above
2-3 feot, cin be avoided by corcful engincering planning., However,; in
certnin cascs it mry be necossery to Jocoile terninels in arcas susceplible
E ' to flooding in order to provide adeguate drop wire distribution. Terainals

. should not bc installed on short (stub) peles since drop wire distribution.
will usually require 18-20 feet grownd clearance.

(2) Future requiremonts to place pedestal type torrinals ahove the 4
, normal height will be deterndned on 2 ensce by case basis during the
4 ongincering survey of cach projoct. Tersdnals which will provile acrinl ‘
_drop wire distribution will bs mounted on polus whieh will provide zadeguate
ground clecarcnce for drop wire distribution., The problen ns steted docs not
indicate that personnel have boen tampering with the torninnl boxes and it
is not felt that ¢ blinket procodure should be cstablished to put 21l
terminal box:s at a heipght of 10 fect.

FOR THis COMMaMDER:

/_;f'/ s 4’ Vs -
. _ﬂki/ﬁgékoqé/ 4 |
3 4 Y4 FLFEANE A
1 1. E. MULLEWNIEX 4
. L1C, AG

Adjutnt, General E
l Gl 1
: Commanding General, United States Army Strategic Communicnations Commind, ]
3 ATIN: DCSOPS, SCC-OPS--RT, Fert Huachuca, hArizonn 85613 b
4 Communding Officer, 21st Signal Group, APO 96240 3
3 Corramanding Officer, 43rd Signal Battelion, APO 96318 E
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AVHGC-uST (10 Aug 69) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 43d Signal Battalion for Period
knding 31 July 1969, kUS CSFUR-65 (R1)

HeAUGUARTERS, UNITED STATRS AKMY, ViLTNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 29 SEP 1369

THRU: Commanding General, United States Army Strategic Communications 3
Command-Pacific, APC 96557 :

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATIN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 31 July 1969 from Headquarters, 43d Signal
Battalion.

2. Reference item concerning "Need for Distortion Analyzer (DAS-10)
section II, page 13, paragraph 2e(1); concur. An ECOM representative
from this headquarters will contact the ECOM Laboratories at Ft Monmouth,
New Jersey and provide the unit with the status of the requisition and i

the equipment.
A

G, A

FOR THw COMMANDEK:

Assistant Adys.wt ueoeral
Cy furn:
43d Sig Bn 3
1st Sig Bde : 1

/%




SCCP-OP (10 Aug 69) h4th ind (U)
SURJECT: Operational Report of 43d Signal Battalion for Period Ending
31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

Headquarters, U. S. Army Strategic Communications Command-Pacific, APO

San Francisco 965572 0 GCT 1969

TO: Commander in Chief, United S ates Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
AP0 96558

1. Subject report i: forwarded in accordance with AR 525-15.

2. This headquarters has reviewed and concurs with subject report
as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

s

FRANK C. MAHIN
coL, GS
Chief of Staff




GPOP-DT (10 Aug 69) 5th Ind 3
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 43d Signal Battalion for =
Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) -

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 240CT 69 3

i THRU: Commanding General, US Army Strategic Communications
;- Command, Fort Huachuca, Arizona 85613

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development,
Department of the Army, Washington, D, C. 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed. g

, FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF: 3

-

o .

| D A. TUCKER
CPT AGC

ASST AG
CF: :

DA, ACSFOR
CG, USASTRATCOM-PAC
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SCC-PO-CERA (10 Aug 69) 6th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 43d Signal Battalion for Period
Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R-1)

Headquarters, US Army Strategic Communications Command, Fort Huachuca,
Arizona 85613 1 4 NOV 1969

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of
the Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

1. Subject report is forwarded IAW AR 525-15.
2. This hcadquarters has reviewed and concurs in subject as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

Aot} Q. pn
KOBERT A. MALL

Captain, AGC
Asst AdJ Gen

CF:
CG USASTRATCOM-PAC (w/o0 incl)
HQ US Army-PAC (w/0 incl)
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