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1. Sction f t-rpticns: Srr.3fict Aztivities

a. (ro'mwnd: The 6M Rnar'er Bta'io, (land (rh-aring) is camrandpd by
LTC Paul C. Driscoll, w.o assuld command from LTC Max P. Janairo on 7 July 1969.

b. M :,sion. The rdrson of the battalion is to proviiA direct support to
tactical u-rite by clearing heavy forested and Jungle areas.

c. Unit bnoloyment: The battalion is located on Long Binh Post, Re'iublic
of Vietrn.m. The battalion area of responsibility is the entire 20th EnRineer
Brigade area of responsibility, consistine of Il an' 4 IT Corpm TActical Zones.

d. Ormarization: The battaion is organized under WMrC 5-116G (VRC), 5-1170
(Co A) modifimd and tailored for lend clearing battalion concept and 3-500C (60th,
301st and 984th Rnpineer Companies (Mo) assigned. Recoment-ions for revisions
to these MTOs were drafted and subrittod during the last roportine period. As of
this date these recormendations have neither been accepted nor re.iected.

e. Attachments and Detachments: During this period a cor*at engineer squad
was placed in the field with each land clearing comppnv. Tests and evaluations
are being made to see if these squads can facilitate the operstions of a land
clearing coe 'pW during the rainy season. rbuiprnt used by the combat engineer
squad includes a 5 ton dump truck, chain sas and other tools orgwdc to a con-
bet engineer sqWi's TM&".

f. Personnel: The personnel strength of the battalion was as follo's.

31 fty 69 30June 69 31 Jul 69
OF'F (28) 30 (28 27 ( 28) 26

V0 (7 6 L7 5 (7) 6

M:IC: (Auth) Assifned

S. Critical Personnel Shortages. The followi.ng are critical shortages by
grade and MS in tb. battalion. The shortages are critical by 1Oq imbalance,
despite the overstrength at the end of the reporting period.

MO GAMAUF ASG ITOJ4 TITlE

Wo 02-03 1 0
1331 01-02 VA (short 2) Platoon Teader
05C20 IA 2 0 RTT Operator
05C40 V15 1 0 RTT 0oerator
31040 B5 4 1 T.C Come Chief
36K20 V 7 3 Field Vireman
62B0 3 25 13 E 'Ineer Enuipment 1e1pirman
62P20 FA 23 17 E -neer rouirment Repairnen
62120 B5 5 2 Enurieer FDuIpvent Repairman
76Y40 E6 6 3 Unit Supplv Specialist
62N50 e8 4 2 1st SerRPeant
62P50 I8 2 0 Yint Opns Sgt, Pit Spt
62N40 V 10 6 Platoon SergeantsI OFFICIAL USE ONLY
Inclosure
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h. Morales

(1) The battalion received an average of 42 rest and recuperation leave
quotas each month, of which 75 percent were filled. The battalion also received
four in-country R&Rs to Vung Tau each month, all of which were used.

(2) The 62d Engineer Battalion (LC) has a variety of facilities avail-
able for the troops' enjoyment during off-duty hours.

a. EM /CO Clubs

1. The club is large and nov centrally air conditioned.

2. A minimum of three live entertainment shows are booked each
week, and a three hour live show is always booked for the second night after aland clearing company returns to Long Binh for stand down.

b. Swimming Pool: The troops continue to enjoy ;he swimming pool

adjacent to the battalion area, and they take advantage of its long hours of
operation.

c. Movies: Movies are shown five nights a week in the battalion's
excellent open-air theater.

d. Sports: Despite the arrival of the rainy season, the troops

still enjoy playing baseball, basketball and horseshoes. A boxing ring is being
erected in the battalion area.

1. Disciplinary Action: The number of disciplinary actions increased over
the previous report period. During this period, the battalion had six Special
Courts-Martial, one Summary Court-Martial and 26 Article 15s.

J. Awards: During this report period, officers and men of the battalion

have been awarded 33 Bronze Stars, 7 Air Medals, 34 Army Commendation Medals,
39 Purple Hearts and 14 Brigade Certificates of Achievement. Recommendations
for awards submitted during this period which are pending are as follows: 22

Bronze Stars, 4 Air Medals, 10 Army Commendation Medals, 7 Purple Hearts and
36 Brigade Certificates of Achievement.

k. Visits and r,,i~s:

r)A VTIT M"~'~ _______0

l4"ay6°  901st Pons Tor I 1,ol lqrk 00 79th r!lo
1 7aY6O r,01 at Dong Tal- 1I Col rlTI rrk CO 79th np
22'ay69 501vt or. ?a TT Col Prfitt (f Poth de

rCol M.ark 0 O 7Qth On)
25Msay69 501 st Dons Tam ITT Col ClMark CO 70th ft
3Mav69 501 St Don; Tam III Col Clark CO 70th '-p
31!'ay69 501st Vong Tar II Col ,lark CO 79th ("m

4Jun69 984th est L i Khp Col Clark CO 79th N)
7Jun69 501 at Don$ Tam III Col Clark CO 7Qth (-p
7Jun69 984th Whet Lei rhe Col Clark CO 79th rm
7Jun69 9.,th Vest ela The Gen Talbott OG lot Tnf 1)v

8Jun69 501st Dong Tam III Col '.ilson r)p CO 2Oth Ft%
I FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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11Jud9 5nt o Tam Inr ColClark C 79th Op
15un69 5Clt T)on Tar m1 Col Clark CO 79th tp
17Jun69 984th Trapezoid Col ftuner

col Clark 00 79th Op
1PJ&Tn69 Q84th Trapezoid Col Parfitt OG 'Mth .

Col Clark CO 79th "p
19Jun69 501st ')on Tam Il Col Clark C 79th p
0um6 984th Trew-etoid Cl Clark 00 7Qth np
4JM.69 984th Trapeild 15. Parker CG TrW Trps VS

Col Prfitt C. 20th Pde
5Ju169 M84th Trovoid Cal Clark CO 70 th Op
9Jul69 60th Crejscent Col Parfitt Cr 2Otb T1e

Cl Clark CC 70th Gp
10J.69 60th Crescnnt Col ClArk CO '79th 1)
14Jul69 60th Crescent Col ClArk C'o 70th r-
lJul,69 501st Pat Tdch Jol Clark Co 7" -v
15u69 60th Orpscent Cot Clark Ce "th 'p
18Tu169 501 et *Ppt T cb Co. Pjafitt C- C P..P

Col Clark CO #17th ft
27Jul69 60th Oserwood VCl. Ven'4rpm T eD Cr- 25th Tn"P niv
29Jul69 501 trt R,-t 1 ch Ir let'w T)up CE! IIVM

.... ... PGPeArson C - of let kubtrplian Task Forcp

1. Intelligence: Current intelligence information is obtained on a daily
basis from IIFFV and BHTAC. A weekly intelligence briefing on enemy activity
in the II Corps Tactical Zone and in particular areas of operation of the com-
panies is given by the Battalion S-2 for all commanders, staff members and 1st
sergeants. Units in the field receive local current intelligence from their
security elements. All personnel in the line companies are briefed by the com-
pany commander on the enemy situation prior to deployment to the field location.
Land clearing companies in the field prepare spot reports on all enemy actions
and incidents and forwarded them to battalion and higher headquarters.

m. Training: Training was conducted during this period on 13 Sunday morn-
ings for troops in garrison. Two hours each Sunday morning vas devoted to man-
datory training subjects prescribed by DA and USARV. The remainder of each
Sunday morning was devoted to maintenance of equipment. Units in the field inte-
grated training such as safety, sanitation, maintenance and OJT with the field
operations. Formal training was scheduled for mandatory training subjects for
units in the field. Provisions were made in the units maintenance stand down
schedule to make-up mandatory subjects missed because of operational requirements.
During maintenance stand down, training was conducted on D7E tractor operation
and maintenance, 10 Ton tractor operation and maintenance, TAERS and weapons
familiarization. Maintenance instruction on DE tractors was provided by a
representative from the US Army Mobility Command. Replacement training was con-
ducted for all new personnel. This training was conducted at company level and
included weapons safety, security and sentry duty, mines and boobytraps, convoy
procedures and drivers safety and orientation on Viet Cong/NVA tactics and
techniques.
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no. Proj1"cts CaripetpA anA Trritiate~d Durinw t)-n 'Re-nmt vriodi

(M Lsnd Clrsring Cv rations: TMrect Ocabat .9iWDortIA. 60th Zr4neer '1omparrv ('C,)* On I Pay, the 60th Tngineer C66.-
peny (WC) was cl'-aring iungle in th- rockect 1het wst of lId Kb', in support of
the lpt Infantry M~viin. The on'-ration pest of r~i D hestrte on ?5 tpril.
On 15 ty, the comppny rpe'p.ove to the 13oi Loi "oods, :L-- suomort of the 25th
Irfantry Division, vhere it remained until 9 June 1969% c1'-rinw a total of 6974
Acres (A~fter 'ction Report, inclosure 1), From 10 June to 24 Jure, the 60th was
t Long Pinh cc-Auctirip a 15 'Av -silntrrnn stsmd 'Aown. Cn 25 June, thr coiaix'
:oc~loyed to the Cr',scent arc&, northwest of ')su Tla.,ng, in suD~ort of the 25th

Infantry T)ivision, where they reraineri until 75 July, ci earing 4774 acrp% On
25 July, the cam'env rel ocated its operption into the are,- around Fire .9urmort
%ase Crook, north"'P~t of T*7 !'inh, to clear radar surveillaknce lanes. 4t close

Df this renort period tihey Wer cle,'red L274 acr-es in this Ara

b. 401st ' npineer Cowioany (Tr.):. ON 1 YWa, the 501rt 1nirnecr Oa'm-
Dany (MC) wpe pt !.W' Pin!' cond~ucting a' 15 A;%' r'aintenpnce stand down, corclu-
fiing the tong KinhPien Pop~ (rertion Pno the Poi Loi "oods (beration as stAted
on the last rwoort ('ft-r 'ction 'Reoort, inclosure 2). On 12 Yav, thr- unit do-
Dlorc-d from Long PIn to t'-e roel cloharin o'wrqtSons 'lonky Tat" III (Plhase III),
in su',oort of t1he Irt Infpntr- "4ivision,, along t 1-14, northeast of riono' Xosi.
'"his nroirct ves cornoiletpd on ';6 Jun', Pftpr c1.'prino 66.3L acrea (Pitpr 'iction

Incrt Alosure 3). T11, 5r'1st r-tvrne" to honv stAtion for a "iaintensarce
st~qm. damn fro- 917 June tl-rourb 1V Jul". rh 13 Jul", the ';01st 1rcirec' to TPhouc
r'ifh ari cut elonir tbcy 3,-Ar-t~r of tbjat bpor cn,"o in auooort of the let 4ir r".e
rrl)vision. The co"'oepv s.tp~-d In this locAtion s --in dpvr And 6ceerokre P064 acr'.
Or ;1 JulyI it rp~rioovnd to s 1 oeation -a-t of Lontz 1inh An4 cl(,nre- A9~onM thc
r'flra in tlat arem r'nr a1 *o c1^arMr in pn airs.a northtast of 'Piei Pon, known
its th'o f'an'i Toi lorket -It, clearine 17Tr acres in' 9 #4.--. (b 27 ulthe:
c,'ranv deatoved to thr "ot ')4 Ch Armp.. in wu')Dort of the 1st 'ustraliAn Task Force
P-A h1AQ clepred P59 acres.

c. 084th %Wdneir Caoi'niy ('tr): (In 1 Y'9y, t1- 9P4th '1npineer Ca'n-
c-n, (1.1!) wAs workinp ilore L-4 north-sast of l)ong void, on Operptlori 'ong Tamj
III (Pwaa-e TI), in support of tie 1 et Tnfpntrv l)iiion. The uwit competed
their rnortion of the pro~rct on 1 Vay, clpArinp 2750 Pcrrs. The co"'pan7 rtwTsrm

-'to Ionr Pinh for a 1! day ,"intrnprcr starnA down from 13 1'&r' through 29 rayT,
('.fter P.ction Rexport, inclosure 4). Ch 30 Yev th- 9FIth moved to the West TA.
:mcx -Pr ir. suo.-ort of th- 1st Trfertr-y Mlvirion And clei-red 3855 acres in 15

'L~-.Cr 15 June, the comopr, relocaited into the, Tr'ppe-poid area Pnd began clear-
r-P prsdeterminerl 1encs tlhroughout thp ares. TIF ooeration. wAs comploted on

1L July, aft-r cleerinp 5347 pacrre, ('fter A'ction Rpoorts incioplure 5). The co-t
Pn- iov-i to Long vinh on 15, Julyv, to be-gin tleir naintenAnce stAndi down. Otn
31 July, thr 9e-th re.rplove to the TrapezciO PrA in support of the 1st Infmi-
try 7ivision.

ti, !Inv Corption: On "2 Mov~, tvo t'ovs w-ro dpetRcled fron" the
C j~th 'm'inper ComWny (Tr,) anA -- nt to tle 1'avi ftsktion ~t P~n Luc. Tho 'nio"'
vwrre uses to clie'v sPn t've 'Tpm Co 'lone~ Riv'-r, 1-t-.'een M'oc Fop An" Tan '.n. The
oorp~ticn ,-* conflUhY- or. 5 Jur (!.Pt-r 'ction T?--)ort, inclosure 6).
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o. Technical Improvisation, Expedients:

(1) In the areas of heavy enemy contact, RPO attacks against the plows
can be greatly discouraged by having two Infantrymen riding on the lead plow and
reconnoitering by fire as the plow mqves through the jungle. A recoinaissance by
fire by the security force APCs also keeps the enemy from coming to the edge
of the cut and firing at the plows in the cut or at the security vehicles.

(2) The use of anchor chain has proven to be a very good expedient method
of clearing small bamboo. Anchor chains have been used many times to clear rubber
trees, but recent experiments havw proven that the chain is just as effective
clearing bamboo. This method will increase production by 50 percent over the nor-
mal method of clearing bamboo with plows in echelon formation. A D7E tractor
equipped with a radio Is hooked up to each end of a 200 foot anchor chain, then
the D7E tractors move through the bamboo approximately 100 feet to 125 feet apart.
A trail dozer is usually employed to keep the chain from hanging up.

(3) Land clearing units in the field should carry a supply of fine mesh
screen and a roll of bailing wire. Pre-cleaner caps are continually being knocked
off and smashed during cutting operations. As these are in short supply and dead-
line the tractor if missing or crushed, the screening material wired over the pre-
cleaner stacks acts as a satisfactory substitute until a new cap can be obtained.

(4) While transporting DE tractors on 25 ton lowbed trailers, a #10 can
should be placed over the exhaus stack. The air rushing by the stack opening
will either go directly into the .rbocharger or create a suction on the turbo-
charger. In either case, the turbocharger blades will spin without there being
any lubricants in the turbocharger. Eventually this will cause damage.

(5) Using empty swo cans to mount PRC-25 Ladigs in DE tractors has
reduced the deadline rate of these radios considerably. The amo cans are welded
to the inside of the cab and lined with styrofoam. This keeps the radios from
being bounced around and reduces vibrations.

(6) Engine brush guards of Rome Plow Kits suffer much damage in heavy
jungle clearing operations. Due to the shortage of this repair part in the supply
system, an effective fabrication can be utilized. Crusher screen can be cut with
a torch to approximate brush guard size, then the crusher screen is bolted into
the side of the tractor using existing hardware.

(7) Extremely large trees are crushing headache bars and damaging trac-
tor hoods, stacks, pro-breather caps and brush guards. These headache bars are
constructed from pipe and are not etrong enough to absorb the impact of large
trees landing on them. This organization is currently trying to procure railroad
rails with which we will fabricate headache bars. This heavier and stronger
material should prevent most damage caused by the failure in the current headache
bars.

(8) The AVIP provided by the security force for land clearing operations
can be used very effectively as a maintenance hard stand. The bridge can be laid
on the ground and is extremely effective for keeping the operators out of the mud
while they are pulling maintenance on their tractors.

6
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(9) Three inch angle iron has proven to be an effective material for

reinforcement of cabs. The angle Iron is welded to the outside of the cabs in
horizontal strips. By welding the angle iron onto the cab, it becomes more rigid
and less likely to collapse when bit by a falling tree.'

(10) A field expedient means of cleaning radiators that have become
clogged with mud, is to fabricate a nozzle for the air compressor hose to which a
water hose can be attached. As the compressed air passes through the water, the
water will feed into the air stream. This is very effective for cleaning radiators
in tractors that are overheating because the radiator is clogged with mud.

2. Section 2 Lessons Learned: Commander's Observations, Evaluations and Reom-
mendations

a. Personnel:

(1) OBSERVATION: As reported in the previous two Operational Reports,

replacement tractor operators are arriving with no knowledge or experience in the
operation of the D7E tractor with Rome Plow attachments. Operational techniques
in land clearing differ distinctly from the techniques employed in earth moving.
I attribute at least 33 percent of our non-operational tractor time directly to
the actions or lack thereof of inexperienced operators.

(2) EVALUATION: The problem of special training for replacement opera-
tors and the direct supervision required while they gain experience has not been
solvet wthin this organization. While we have established formal training pro-
grams, ... & ntense pressure for productive effort often is an over riding fac-
tor that severely limits our training and supervisory efforts. If replacement
operators were given at least two weeks of intensive training on Rome Ilow oper-
ation and maintenance prior to arrival, our capabilities for production would
increase considerably.

(3) RECOMMENDATION: That a training program be established in CONUS
that includes at least two weeks of intensive training on the operation and main-
tenance of the D7E tractor with Rome Plow attachments*

b. Operations:

(1) OBSERVATION: During the rainy season, special measures must be taken
to preserve the effectiveness of the Night Defensive Position which otherwise will
become a quagmire.

(2) EVALUATION: Several measures have been adopted that greatly enhance
the efficiency of operations within the NDP. First, and most important, a strict
traffic control policy must be enforced. Second, a combat engineer squad should
be attached to each land clearing company, with the primary mission of construc-
ting maintenance hardstands using logs taken from the cut. These squads can also
perform a multitude of tasks to improve conditions within the NDP. Third, when
constructing the berm, material should be pushed up from outside the NDP. The
lighter vegetation inside should be left intact. And finally, consideration
should be given to moving the NDP more often. After seven days, even a well-
managed NDP can become unliveable.

F7iFOR OFFICIAL-usE- ONLY-
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(3) RSOO ATION: , That the above information be used in the d"6el-.

opmnt of doctrine.

(1) OBSERVATION: As presently constituted, a land clearing company is

authorized a large number of wheeled vehicles, many of which must accompany the
unit into the field.

(2) EVALUATION: Wheeled vehicles are primarily road bound and have lit-
tie capability for maneuvering in the jungle, especially in the cut areas where
fallen trees present formidable obstacles even for tanks. This organization is
soon scheduled to receive sufficient tracked vehicles to test one land clearing
company in a fully-tracked configuration.

(3) RECOMMENDATION: Deferred.

(1) OBSERVATION: It has been suggested that the introduction of heavier
equipment into land clearing operations would significantly improve production
while reducing maiatenance problems.

(2) EVALUATION: Four Caterpillar D9G tractors outfitted with Rome Plow
equipment are scheduled for delivery to this organization in the near future.
Planning is nearing completion for extensive comparative testing of these tractors
against present equipment.

(3) RECOMMENDATION: Deferred.

c. Training: None

d. Intelligence: None

e. Logistics: None

f. Organization: The organization of HHC and the Equipment and Maintenance
Company (Co A) are still under review by this headquarters. The revisions pro-
posed for land clearing companies MTOE 5-500C have been submitted to higher
authority.

g. Other: A chronology of land clearing activities for the period 1 January
through 30 June 19.69, is inclosure 7.

PT'L C. T).sCCIL
85 LTC, CE
Incls 1 - 7 wd HQ, DA. Co-'Anding1)7STnRTTIO::

2 - U'PPC, 'ITT: r'.PCiy)
3-_ t1~qfjVV AfYT: AVrFlC(nqT)

2 - 'ile
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M .13(25 u 69) 3e W 22Al t t1g
I SUBCI!T Operational Deport for 62nd nmg eeLr BattaSm (uz,

clearin) for the Period 1 W 1969 through 31 J417 1969

DA.* 9EA~A8 797H Zrr NIOUW, Ai'O 96491

TO: Comznirg General, 0th EBginer Brigade, ATMN: AVBI-B,
APO 96491

1. This Operational Reort c t.'1 62Mnd Zrineer E- ttalon (Land
Clearing) has been reviewed and is subtted in accordance with
USARV Reg 525-15, dated 23 Arn 1968.

2. This report is cmside.d to be an exce3lent sumazry of the
battalionts operati±nal experene, during the report period.

FOR Tla CaQ2A

1dutHI 0



AVBI-0S (15 Avg 69) 2nd Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 62nd Iftineer Battalion (Land
Clearing) for the Period Ending 31 July 190, RCS CSFCR-65(RI)

DA, HKADQLRT2SO 2021 DEN~Zn BRIGADE, AP 69 2 6 AUG 1969

TO: Commanding General, United States AM Vietnam,
ATTN: AVHGC-DST, APO 96375

Submitted in accordance with U5ARV Regulation 525-1u, dated
Apr 1968.

2. Subject report for the 62nd Engineer Battalion (Iand Clearing)
has been reviewed and is considered adequate.

KR THE CCHK-A :

, . oAdjutant

Copies Furnished:
COs 79t Er r GP
Co, 62nd zngr Bn

7-- !-
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r" AVHtCC-DST (15 Aug 69) 3d Ind

SUBJECTs Operational Report of 62d Engineer Battalion (Land Clearing) for

Period Ending 31 July 1969 RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETIAM, APO San Francisco 96375 1 2 SEP19

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacifics ATTN: GPOP-DT
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned for
the quarterly period ending 31 July 1969 from Headquarters, 62d Engineer Bat-
talion.

2. Coments follow:

a. Reference item concerning "Personnel," section II, page 7, paragraph
2a; concur. The USARV Engineer has requL..ted that Rome Plow training be pro-
vided in CONAJS. The request was forwarded to the Commanding General, US Army
Training Center, Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri for consideration. This recom-
mendation will also be presented to the Engineer School representative during
the CONARC liaison visit in September 1969.

b. Reference item concerning "Operations," section 11, page 7, paragraph
2b% concur. The information has been noted and will be incorporated with other
material on land clearing.

c. Reference item concerning "Organization," section II, page 8, para-
graph 2f. The requirement to reorganize the land clearing companies is recog-
nized. A proposal to reorganize units under TOE 5-87T rather than modify NTOE
5-500C is also being considered. Force structure limitations placed on USARV
dictate that this proposal be held in abeyance until the force structure is
able to finance the reorganization or trade-off spaces can be identified.

FOR THE CO1ANER:

CT, AGC
Assistant Adjutant General

Cy furn:
HQ, 62d Engr Bn
HQ, 20th Engr Bd.

//



GPOP-DT (15 Aug 69) 4th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of M , 62d Engineer Battalion for Period

Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (l)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 O OCT 69

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

1. This headquarters concurs in' subject report, as indorsed, except
as follows.

2. Reference paragraph lf, page 2. Effective 9 August 1969 the 62d
Engineer Battalion was reorganized by US Army, Pacific, General Order 611
dated 4 August 1969 at aggregate personnel strength of 674 (31 officers,
7 WO, 636 enl).

3. Reference paragraph 2a, page 7. Formal instruction is being con-
ducted at Fort Leonard Wood for Rome Plow operation. The Advanced
Individual Training Course (AIT) for MOS 62 E20, crawler tractor
operators, has one hour of introduction and one hour of demonstration.
The Skill Development Base Course (SDB) for MOS 62 E's has two hours
of introduction, four hours of demonstration, and a practical exercise.
The training input for FY 70 indicates 2339 AlT and 500 SDB personnel
will be trained.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

.. . TLCKER
.'T. AGC

Cy furn: ASST AG

CG USARV

12
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