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1, In accordance with the provisions of AR 525-24, the following report
is submitted:

SEQTION I
SIGNIF ICANT CRGANIZATION CR UNIT /CTIVITIES

a, ORGANIZLTION: During the reporting period the 13th iaviation
Battalion inclded:

(1) Headquarters and Headquarters Dctachment with attached
53d Guartcrmaster Detachment and 13th Security Detachmernt.

(2) Company i, 1018t Aviation Battalion (ML) with attached
167th Transportation Dotachment (iircraft Mointenance), 41st Medicnl
I()ctuch;xcxst., 277th Signal Detachment (Aivionics) and 76th .rtillery Detachment
Radar) .,

(3) 1iuth Jiviation Company (/ML) with attachud 544th Trans-
partotion Dotachmont (idrcraft Maintencnco), 96th Signal Detachment (Lwvionics)
83d Mudical Dotachmont and 624 Quartormaster Detachmont (POL),

(4) 1218t Lviation Company ( ML) with attached 80th Trane-
portation Dotechuont (.dreraft Madntenance), 257th Signal Detachnont (.avionies)
5th Guortornaster Dotachront (POL) and 69th Infantry Dotachient (Radar),

P

(5) Ccupany 4, 5023 iviation Battalion (i}L) with attached
150th Transportation Detachnont (aircraft Maintonance) and 26th Signal
Dotachuont,

(6) 221st Aviation Company (8.l).
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b, SIGNIFIC,NT CH.JGLES: During the reporting period the 325th
Signal Detachuent z.'.vionicss was released froo attachnent to the 221st
;viztion Conpary and assigned to 34th Gonoral Svoport Group (iMS), In
ipril 1966 the 13th .wviaticon Battalion lost to LEROS, 52 officers and
] #arrant officers ond 164 cnlisted uen, This loss is cquol to tho osscts
3 of on¢ airrobilec coupony ank was ccusca by the first anniversary dato of
the departuro fromn CONUS of Go i, 10lst .Lvintion Coupany. .o infusion
nrogran for exchanging officcrs and warrant officers with the 1st Cavalry
] Jivision resulted in a transfer of nine officers and warrant officers to the
1 1st Cav and roceipt fronm the 1lst Cav of 39 officers amd warrant officcrs,
This in offect reduced the ipril DEROS hup and tronsfers it to .wgust, which
puts the 13th aviction Battalion in competition with 1st Cav for aviation
porsonncl crriving in ccuntry in the nonth of iugust., It also builds the
idugust and Septenber projected aviator losscs to 107 or 45% of authorized
heliccpter aviator stren;th.

c. OPER.TIONAL .JD . DIINISTR.TIVE .. VI.TION SUPPORT.

Ty

The Dclta iviation Battalicn and cssigned units contunucd to
provide oper~tional and adninistrntive suppart to the JIWVN IV C.rps, its
subcrdincte wnits, and other cgencios operating in the IV Corps tactical
4 zone, Operationsl and ~dudnistrotive support nissions inclulc, cormnnd
E liaison, outpost resupnly, mediend evacuction, airlemicd rosupply, radio
reloy ond Cefoliction cscort and survey, Statisties generate! in support
of these nissicns are as follows:

Jan Feb Har .Lpr Total
Hours Flown: 10,178 9,873 10,939 10,832 41,822
Scrtics: 20,435 15,38, 18,901 16,669 71,409
Passcngers loved : 31,960 42,891 33,826 130,107 138,784
Carge Tons Myved: 259 497 L27 318 1,501

Figurcs inclwlc perfornonce data of 134th wviction Conpany (MM FU7) under
vperational contrel of 13th sviation Battalion,

&. T,CTIC.L .VI.TION SUPPORT: Tnactical sunport was renlered to
the BVN IV Corps, its subordinatc units, and speeisl forces units opernting
" in the IV Curps tactical zene, Such susport during this nericd inclwiled air-
londed ..seoult rdssions, cogle flights, reconnaissmece, swrveillonce, lenflet
dissc.instion, arned cseort, aoromedical evacuntion, nipht armed surveillonec,
canal curfow onforcenurt (Lightning Bug) onl riot control agent “ispensing,
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. ':Stgtirat.:rlca‘ gonoratod in support of thosc nissions arec as follows:

Jan Fedb Mar Apr Total

heldborme /Assault Missions 2 3 22 34 103 1

| Hours Flown 5,390 5,193 4,202 4,982 19, 767
? ~ Sortios 7,10 6,2% 12,250 8,353 33,987
| Troc;8 Movod 17,892 16,784 16,531 17,201 68,408

Dan Chi 199 28-30 Jan 19656,

Oporzaticn Dan Chi 199 was initiated at 0600 hours with a lift of two
f VN battalions (842 troops) 28 Janu:ry 1966 into an corea 12 milos south-
west of Vi Thanh, 43 helicoptcrs of the 13th .iviation Battalion supported
the 21st Division search and deostroy operstion in the area where the VC D=2
Reginant had boon ropartod opurating, No significant contact was nade the
first day of tho throe ley opcration, however cne armerl UH1B wos hit and
one pilot roceived a foot wound, During the socareh phase, significant
stores of arms anc amnition werc found, Threc ARVN soX'icrs held
mwisoncr by the WO since October were racovored; The secom’ aary of the
operation was a continuation of tho search, During the night, o VC
battalion mounted an attack against the 33rd Regirwnt, which was ropelled
with the assistance of arned holieoptore and resultod in heavy losscs,
28t Division troops were aextracted fron the area on 30 Jmuary., i tot-l
of 830 troops were oxtracted, Results waro greater than any previous 21st
Division oporstion. 108 VC KIA (68 KIA clained by armed helicopter) and 11
VO cptured,

Follwing oquipmont capturod:
.28 nachinc ;uns
T4 riflos
4 60un nortars
30 casos of _renodes
20 tons of suall ams arro, mines end assorted equijrint
1500 1bs of 1wdical pupplice
1600 16 caches of ricc (destroyud in place)

Friondly losscs wore:
12 4RVN KL,
4, RV WL.
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i;ggort of Spueial Forces Oubnost 15 ilpha (Forward Operating Base) 10-11 April

it 2307 hours, 9 ioril 1966, Specinl Forces Outpost 15 Alpha (FOB)
45 200825 came under attack by the 261st an! 267th lnin Force Battnlions,
S;:ceial Forees Detachment B-41 at lMoc Hoa, requestced air suprort through
7o Division Headquarters, .t 2342 hours an JACL47 "Spooky" aircraft wns over
the outpost droppin: flores and took the sttacking force wmler fire, At
C35 howrs, 10 4pril, the first flight of fighters had arrive:l and put
 in scveral strikes arounc the owpost. By this timc, a mumber of Viet Cong
" nad succecded in ponctrating the walls of the outpost itself, B-A4l Dot-
achient eslled for adiitional air support ond 7th Division recorrended an
aracd platoon he sont to suppart the owtpest. At 0230 hcurs, the "Cobra
amacd Platoon of the 1l4th .viation Company was scrembled, The "Cobras'
caparted Virh Iong with two heavy fire teams, a total of six aircraft,
it 0310, one fire tcan arrived at 15 alpha ond immediately engaged the
sttacking VO, The cther fire tean woceeded tc Moc Hoa to refuel and
vick up aimunition ant radios being flown in by 2 CV-2 circraft for
ot post resunily. 4t 0340 hours, the "resupnly” fire tcon departed
Moc Hoa for 15 alpha, Uhilc the first fire tesa suppresscec aemy fires,
the otier asttampted to lend an? drop off the load of supplies, Heavy
automotic weanons fire was rcceived less than 100 umcters from the out-
nost, ifter twe attunapts, the fire tean under blackout conditions, nen-
ozl to lam inside the outpost aml delivercd the badly nceded supilics,
The two fire toms then joined forces and disruptord the VC attack, The
VC co.monced o withdrawal to the northwest, leaving their dead ond weunded
behind, Becausc of darkness, the heliccpters lost contact with the VC.
While one fire team continued to scarch for the VG, thc other fire teon
besan cvacuating wourded frou the outpost to Moe Hoa. 4t sprroximetely 0645
hours, onc of the arcd aircraft spotted three smapans ant five VG, 1500
neters northwost of the outnwst ond took them under fire, In this smne
arez, the fire toan discovered nurerous, freshly cug foxholes occupicc by
fron two to three men each., The armed platosn irmedintely took these posi-
ticns undor fire. No firc wss returned by the occuponts of these foxholes
cven thoush the helicopters were hovering directly above thenm, Fronm 0730
until 1120 hours, thc "Cobras! kept five of the six armes ndreraft ovor the
arca, senlin: a single aireraft back to Moc Hoa at a time to ream ad
rcfucl. Durin; this period, n colurm of VC troops 150 roters long, in
wniforn, were observed walking down a trail in single file toward the (¢
~wsitions, .n amed aircraft took this column under fire oyl dispersed
thon after scvorol firing imsses, .t 1115 hours, two arred platuoms ond

. ten UHID aireraft arrived at Moc Hoa after being rolessed from 2 9th

(%]

Division operatic:n, The two amwed *latoons rolieve! the "Cobras" and
continwd o attack thu VC positions, '
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it 1145 hours, the ten UMID udireraft, oscorted by the arned plstoons,
liftoc two coupanics of .HVN and CIDG troo.s into twu landin.: zonos just
wost of the VG positicns. Onc "Oobra" aircraft was shot “own on the first
-1ift, its erow m. cquiitent buine ovacuntod immodiately, . CHL7 later
svacucted the downed adreraft, On the socond 1ift, a "Vikdne" alreraft

-—~roccivod 19 hits, It's crow chiof was wountle’, Such hoavy firo was ro-

- eolved from the objoctive arca that the JUVN ~nd CIDG componicss could not
nount an attack, The armed platoons continucd to strike tho arca the ro-
nadnior of the day, .Jir strikes cclled in to the north of the objective

, cwsad socemiary oxplosions, 4t 1800 hours tho JRVN ardd CIDG componics

wore axtractod, 411 adreraft woro releascd wpon cormiletion of the ox-
traction, <t 1005 houre, 11 ..oril, intellponce rurorts received at 7th
Jivision imdicatod that a nuber of WO had returncd to tho arca to cary
“off the dead thuy wore forcod to leave behind tho previous day. .t 1025
hours, onc C&0 alreroft from Sce Tren:, on armed platcon an?' ton UHLD air-
craft frow a 9th Ddvision oper~tion, were sent to Moc Hoa for a quick ro=-
action 1ift, 275 JQWVN ond CIDG troops were again lifte intc the operational
arca, No contcet was wnde with the W, Howowor, 23 a’ditional VO beics
wuro ddscoverod, 4t 1€0 hcwrs, the JRVN and CIDC troole worce oxtracted

md 211 aireraft woro ruloascd,

PN g

incl rosults of the opurastion:

a, Encryy:
191 VC XB.. (0 of thesc ldllcd by armcd hclicoster),
19 soens sunk (21l by armoed helicoters)
100 (cst) VC VI

N b, Friomily:

' 1 s K1,

2 US V1.

22 JLWN and CIDG KIL.

18 JLWN ond CIDG VIi

1, AVH and CIDG ML,

1 oruod helicopter shot down cue to groun® fire (loter rceeovered),
9 other helicottors rocoived hits

3 troop carriors

6 amixd holicojters
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Dan Chi 219C 23-24 . ril 1966,

Dan Chi 219C, the fifth day of a 21st Infamtry Divisicn five doy
cperaticn, was suy ortod by 35 1lift helicojtors plus three armed »latoons
o the 13th wviaticn Battalion, Onc battalion wns helilifted ints the lo)p o} o
atranal arca, Three other battalions were laxied by river assault boats
in o attempdt to squeeze an estimated reinforeed battalion azainst a river,
+aieG ships suppartel throughout the day mid provided narcitularly effective
firs support, When the V6 had been compressed sufficicntly that the ground
tracps could no longer advonce, a locally fabriecated CS srenade disnenscr
srooo DHID was cnployed at trectop level in four torset passes, This is the
i recent use of gos in the Delta, but had linited success becouse the
5% Divisions trocns were slow to follow up the gos attack, although the
vo iire wos silent for at lecast a half howr, Essentisl resupply was corie
cewed oftor dark, cvacuntion of cosunltices was hindered by heavy VO sniper
Jare in the vieinity of pick-up sites, That night, "lLischtnin: Bug" was flown
by armed plotoons which had fourht all gy to reduce cnory exfiltration of
the arca, A hcavy concentration of tactical air was applicc throushout the
night which undoubtedly colicated the VC cvaauation of the area,

i scarch of tho arca on 23 and 24 .yril revealed 42 den’ VO, Six
were eoptured nd an cestinated 230 were killed, of which 150 were credited
by ARVN to armed helicopters, Subsequent intelligerce has inlicated that
the kill is on cstinctod two battslions and » regimont 2l herlquarters and
nay eccach 400, [iVN losscs were 28 KLi, 134 WI., [ll wounderl were evac—
uatec by helicoter  and C¥-2¢ 12 weapons ~nd two rodio's were capturced,

Seven circraft were hit by encry fire anx! six crew menmbers werce wounded,
nonc seriously,

c, T.CTICS,

Dwring this reportin; period, the 13th .wiation Bnttalion has
been pert of o apcressive cripaizn on the part of IV Corps to seck out the
VC mnd keep hin off balance, Operaticns have been cemiucted on a sehle
not approached before, Four hundred ren lifts supr-orted by four armed
slatoons opercte over three ond four day ;eriods in arceas oncc consicderced
untenable by JGUN, The confidence ARVN has gained extencds into usc of
su;Lortin; weepens, It is now cormonploce for lifts to bo eonducted in
closc proxinity to controlled 20rm strafing runs by US.F, .rued ship
sunrort tuctics have doveloned to the point that the groun! corminlors
have pgained conficdencc in using the oried helicopter as his closest suj-
sortin: weapon, On all grouni asscults, on amed platoon provicdes close-
in supporting firces allowin: tho infamtry to maneuver,
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- Lngoged troope depend on holicotor fites ami request thon noraally,

Durin; the ruportin; 1ericd, tWo now weaons systors have beorn com=

. uleyed by the Dolta Battaldion, In carly iwril, tho .uVE “ivisions began

o show an Intorest in the uso of CS ildut Contrel (ot in an of fort to
ddela’- ¢ VO out of dug in positions, Dclta Battallon resvomied by pro-
vicing two typos of cispenein; cquinwunt; an issuc systar which utilieos
the XM3 rockot launchor adaytod for S8 gronade deldwury, The declivery
systoL ;Toved to bo vury offoctive once the proper tinmirn scquenco was
fourr', In tost, oxcellent coveraze 100 X LOO ncters was ~chicved, but

this syston rc'ucoa the armed ship stronrth available for opernations,

- The socund dolivery meane is a 1ocal]y nmufactured system utilizine

’

2,75 rocket shipping tubes viortically wounted on UHID with a sprine
loadcd trap Coor rolcasc systew,

To dato only the hone mnde devico has been used egainmst the VO,
Govera,:o was ood but ground troons ic not oxploit the fas by attacking
end lost tho avemtare of CS cpamt offcets, Dolta Bottalion continucs to
cxpand and imrove on its pas ‘s pensing copability in o attempt to avoid
tyine up amed or troop carrier aireraft wrmenently,

Late in .;ril, 13th Jwviaticn Battaldon roceivec one of two X31 20mn
cun systars in country, for a 30 day test, Jlready the systen hns boon
tcstod in combat with oxecellenmt reosults, No functional cifficultics hovo
beon cneountcrecd, The rance of the 20m weapon pives the amod heliespter
a woayon with sufficient roach to cngric the inereasins number of Cal 50
machinc funs usel by thoe VC against holicopters,

f, SWVSILL/NCE: Durin: ilarch and .pril, a test was con'ucted of

oir Forcs ojerational control of .my Ol's, The tost was tc deternino if

consoldi:lation would leaxl to better utilization thus roducing stated roquire-
.ionts £or woro aircraft. The taost was conductod in tho IV Corps tacticnl
zono corbinin: the assots of tho 221st .viation Compony (Sil) - the 22
Tactacal Adr Su.port Squadron, €0 221st .viation Company was appointed
doputy test Circctor under a test dircctor ajpoimtod by 7th .ir Force,

.t tho conclusion of the test, results were bricfod to COMUSILCYV with

the followiry, fimings an' resulting action:

(1) Consolicdation undor US,F control ¢ic not improve util-
ization. UWtiligation actunlly foll off., Ground advisors folt thrt resvon-
sivonoss a2lso wrs decroascd durdins the test poriod as a result of W.F
{080l rrioritics and reaction to requircmonts,
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(2) Goneral Westriorelon! directed that cach service would
nointain control over it's own Ol sireraft and that cross-training of
FiC on’ Srmy O1 aviators would bo acconplishad to allow cross-scrvicing
¢l aireraft amd nmissions. iy Ol pilots now nay ideitify and mork
anviets for fishter strikes where a US/F FiC is not available, Jrmy
ohihs oare being schooled in this by USAR.,

r. VC ACTIVITY: VC cctivity in IV Corps has been characterized
L a trend back to Pmase II of insurgency. In only threc cases hove the
Y eome out in battalion strencth and on two of those occasions, he was
creraecd and defeated by combined AilVN, ond amed helicopter action, For
ik fares time VG units were scen to break and run, with loss of control
~= 1acders, Thore has been a reduction in VO initiated attacks end o~
a3n0s With an incrcasc in lower phase insurgency activity (Harassrent, .
road sahotoge ond mining, kidnapping, assinntion, propagencda incidents
< denonstrations)., acts of terrorism have replaced larpe unit operations.

h, TRLINING: Durin; the reportin period, all helicopter crews
woere trained in the tochniques of flight with the protective nmask in order
to cxploit with irmedicte nirlanded foarces, friencly use of riot control
agents, :

In .pril, fourteen crews of the 25th Division .viaticn Battalion
were placed TDY with the 13th .wviation Battalion for trainins in conbat
operaticns, Feur troop corricr and 1Q ammed ercws were inte~rated into
the daily oprr-tions of 13th Battalion units an? comploted their oper-
ational training on o five day ccubat ioperation.

In responsc to COMUSM/CV requirerents, IV Corps ond 13th avintion
Batt..lion, joincly, heve constituted on Immediate istecction Force (IiF)
capable of rapid reaction to VC activity, ot night, anywhere in the v
Corps tactical zone, This is in addition to normal daytime reaction
provided by recall of airlift, The aviction portion of the LIF hos been
tosted far recction erpability md foun! to Le cansble of providing
trocy carricr ond orixd helicopter support of ground forces well within
the plamned recction time of 15 minutoes,
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ONS _ID.JRILD

a, FRISOMIIL:  ccormwnd:

(1) That the aviator dnfusion Jropram be ‘iscontinucd,
cividual ro.loccrrnts recuived with ninocty dars to DSOS cnly assist the
v o8 a3 eton ja) moaswro, Processin: aml strndardization rosuit in
todiately seven dgys non-procductive tiiwo which will btoe dublicate” in
in “.r qys Ly thoso inddvicunl's roplaeoronds, It would scan n nwore
3 iz.odeal uso of man pdior to Peblaco DERCGS horeonnol with nowly arrdved

w=country Horsonnol,

(2) Th:t irmc?iato action be takon to org-nizo md dovloy
instcllation oxroting detachuonts, stafful Uy noneavistion rtod of ficers,
The L3th .victicn Battalion operates throo wnjor insto-llations, all cf
which royuirc 2 full tirc Installatioca Coorcinator plus m aclitional thrao
* officcrs pur instsllation dn a part tino basis, .11 of thosc officers core
g out of the adrmobile cc.pony aviator stroncth and cocrease the cockpyit “osu-
lation of thosc riruchbilc coipanies, The o,crction of ~n irstallstion
suportin, uymnrds of 1000 officors an’ onlisto! ncn 48 not a part time
cuty, nar con the units offord to docroasc oven part tinc, the alrea:
short avictor stremyth,

b, IOGILTICS: liccouxmi:

(1) That tho IV Curps aree bo siven & higher oriority on iove-
nmert of sur.lics Ly Scuth Bast ..ein .drlife (St.h «crinl Port), Tho avern-e
back 1oy, of tornare in Vune Tou for the Dolta ovor the past 90 s is 50
tons, 13th .wviation Bottalion has found it nocesswuy to wst~llish a liaiscn 3
wffice ot Vung Tau to coordimate ond oxpedite nmovoement of supplics to the 3
Delta, Lurin- the aonths of March and .. ril, $5 toms of swulivs worc nove!
by oriimic .y cdreraft into tho IV Cars oxre-.

sl B e sl

(2) Thet tulk JP4 fucl stara-u facilitics in the IV Coaros
srotical zore Lo uxrnded to ineluto Vi Thanh .drficl located in Chuny
Thicn Sceter, Forty porcomt of the mnjor ~irnobile opor-tions in the
221tn are si~ged fron Vi Thmh, This adrfiold is canalle of 1nfin -
in_ the C-130 odrer~ft ~nd if bulk fucl star~ o ax tronsfer couitent
is ;rovided, will Lo c2oblo of reccivin: fucl ddrect fr 2 the C-130
6 has beon dono ~t Sce Trong, ' !
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c. OWG.JHS.TI0N ub TinINIIG: Rocomion: that a conroenmy size sec-
urity unit be assi ne:’ to 13th avirtion Battalion, This comnony shoul! have
itls own cormvin’ ~nd eontrel structurc -nd cnly be lo endent on the aviation
Lzttalion for atidnistration of lsrsonnol rccords os arc the airmobile cone
vanics, The jrosont sceurity det-chremt does not have the nceessar rer-

rnel to adeguotely irovide twonty four howr protoction of criticnl rrens
2% three airficlds, nor docs it Drovice the necessary officer -n' non-cone
losicnes officoer ursonnel to train enl supervise these porsonncl, A 1TO:
-25 Loen sulmitted by 12th avintdon Group to stanlarcize its ossi~nc! avintion
triolions but doos not inelude the sccurity dotachmat,

¢, LESGONS Lo uWED:
(1) Affcoet of “ust on UH=1 helicter cn-ines,

() Discussion: Durin this past quarter, an niruobile
cori.ony of the 13th .wiztion Batt~lion hatl an wfortun~tc oxpcricnce at 2
vorticularly sondy strqoficld durines an operation, b the conclusicn of
the operaticn, seven UHID heliconters recuired onyine chances ue to the
ancunt of s=c tuken in,  Thore arce positivo stens that e Lo tiken to
prevent reccoaurrance of sirdlor incdlents,

1. ‘tnenever jessiblc, wet cown s-ne'y creos with water
trucks,

2, Space aireraft on opprousnch sc 2s to 1low ‘ust
to scitle Lefore next aircr~ft loncs,

3. Linimize hoverings in custy =arecs,
4. Moke oD roaches to round,
5. Usc ervino intcke filters if ~v-ililtle,

(b) oOkscrvation: ..lthourh this corciticn cidsts ~rimor-
ily “uriny the <ry screscn, the preventive measurces su restos aiove con Lo
squally aolic’ to operttions in loosc ravel, straw an” othor forein
cl.jects,

(2) Ni‘kt .drficl! Sccurity (flarc) lissions,
(2) Discussicn: Mort~r nttacks cn inst-ll~tions ~f the

3th .wviction Battalion, jroved tie odvisalility <f randonly sclectin: time
schecules ond f1i-ht reutes for flare drepoin - aircroft,
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- AV.H-GC 12 Moy 1966
SUBJUCT: Operational Report on lesscns Loarned Puriod Erding 30 .oril 1966
~ . (05 cSG PO-28 (11)

A

"—Thc oatcblishnont of a sot tirc mattern or routinc on flare nissions pro-
vides the VO with an opnortunity of selecting a tiie when an installation
48 most wvulnerable to attock, Sone rocomemintions are:

1. Coordimate times botwoen units flying the flaro
missions to insurc no excessive ~aps or overlaps in time,

2. Very tine schecdule between 2100 hours anc 0300

ACUTS,

3., Jdwid flyin; a fixed pattern over install-~tion,
~i,e,, circlos, firurc "8"s otc,, vary flight,

4. Concentrate majority of observation on likcly
avenuog of apmroach of VG an! likoly mortar positions,

(v) Ovscrvotion: All aviation units locnted at instal-
lations where they erc requires to wovide all or o portion of their air-
! £i0ld defonsive scewity measurus, should be advised of these susestions
P loamec throwh cxperionce,

(3) .my aviation loscs it's rosponsivencss when force! to
oprete under fixed priorities,

(a) Discussiop: Durin; 2 recent Ol test, conlucted by
the U .oy mc WS Adr Force, fixed mission priaritios were cstablished and
in wost coses rifidly adheru! to. Situations aroso where aireraft could
nt tc rolsascd to jerforn o nission deaxd cssentizl by ;round elcments
witil a hirher priority rission was completed, .ny priority system astab-
lishod must bo flexible znd capable of meeting requiraiemts of the ra~idly
changing tacticzl situaticns characteristic of counterinsurgancy operctions,

- S —— —— e e —m s




MACV-IVC-3 (12 May 1966) lst Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report on Lessons Learned Period Bnding 30 April 1966
(RCS 0SG PO-28 (R1)

Headquarters, Senior Advisor IV Corps, APO San Francisco 96215

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the Army,
\‘I&shington, D. C, 20310

et LR T

l. Forwarded,

2+ The 13th Aviation Battalion has continued to be the gingle most in-
fluencing factor in carrying the war to the Viet Cong in the IV Corps area. The
3 helicopter troop transportation capability has added depth to combat and has
allowed ARVN commanders to operate in areas forrerly prohibited by lack of mo-
bility, The organic armed platoons have added a tremendous fire power in support
of ARVN operations as well as an additional security element in troop movement,
rempply and medical evacustion. The light aircraft company has given the IV
Corps a meaningful surveillance program and has materially assisted in the in-
terdiction campaign against the enemy. The CV-2 "Caribou" company has provided
the IV Corps with & vital logistical sys.em and provided for flexibility in
operational troop lift,

o FOR THE SENIOR ADVISOR:

Adn]in Officer

WY




MACV=IVC=3 (12 May 1966) lst Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report on Lessons Learned Period Ending 30 April 1966
(RCS CSG PO-28 (R1)

Headquarters, Senior Advisor IV Corps, APO San Francisco 96215

TOs Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the Army
Washington, D, C. 20310 ’ ’

1., Porwarded,

2, The 13th Aviation Exttalion has continued to be the single most in-
fluencing factor in carrying the war to the Viet Cong in the IV Corps area, The
helicopter troop transportation cepability has added depth to combat and has
allowed ARVN commanders to opsrate in areas formerly prohibited by lack of mo-
bility, The organic armed platoons have added a tremendous fire power in support
of ARVN operations as well as an additional security element in troop movement,
resupply and medicel evacuation, The light aircraft company has given the IV
Corps a msaningful surveillance program and has meterially assisted in the ine-
terdiction campaign ageinst the enemy. The CV-2 "Caribou" company has provided
the IV Corps with a vital loglstical system and provided for flexibility in
operational troocp lift,

FOR THE SEMIOR ADVISCR:

C.D. KOLACHNY
Captain, AGC
Admin Officer
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. AVC=DH (12 May 66) Sth Ind

e
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SUBJECT: Operational Report on Lessons learned Period Ending 30 April 1966
(RCS CSGPO=28 (R1))

AR

HEADQUARTERS, UNTTED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96307 2 JUL 1960

THRU: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-Mi,
AP0 96558

T0: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Amy, Waghington, D,C, 20310

1. This headquarters concurs with the 13th Aviation Battalion's Opera=-
tional Report on Lessons learned as indorsed.

2., Reference Section II, paragraph b:

a, MACV Directive 55-L prescribes the priority system within RVN,
No provisions have been made to establish priorities for a given area, Pri-
orties are determined by unit and type of cargo., Effect on immediate combat
operations is the basic consideration. Establishment of priorities by geo-~
graphical areas could result in low priority cargo Leing shipped before high
priority cargo.

b. The Vi Thanh Airfield is one of sixteen locations under study in
the Delta at this time. Message this headquarters, AVD-PO requested informa-
tion from the IV Corps Senior Advisor about the airfield. A meeting is sche-~
duled at this headquarters on 1l July to consider prestock points,

¢, Tentative plans call for the 1st Logistical Command to take over -
major POL points in the Delta as equipment and personnel become avallable. :
Vi Thanh is one of these points. The 1lst Logistical Command is expected to
assume responsibility for these points during the fall of 1966, Bulk collap-

sible tankage is in short supply and 18 presently used to meet higher priori-
ties.

FOR THE COMMANDER:
WR Q5

‘r‘” _’)\AMES R. PR R¥LT AGc
g AT

e
C
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- -2 2 GPOP-ME (12 May 65) éth Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report on Lessons Learned Period Ending 30 April 1966
(Rcs CSGPO-28 (R1))

I, U.3. ARfY, PACIFIC, AFO San Francisco 9655820 AUG 1966

TO: Asasistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department o° the Army,
"Washington D.C. 20310

: ] ' 1. The Operational Report on Lessons Learned of the 13th Aviation
L Sl Buttaliou for the period 1 Jamuary = 30 April 1966 is forwarded herewith,

2. In generel, this headquarters concurs with the basic ORLL as

modified by the previous indorsements. The following additional comments
- . .are supplied:

A a., Section II, paragraphs a(2) and c¢. At DA direction, USARV is
EL presently engaged in a study to determine minimum base camp support stande
"~ ‘ards. These standards will be employed to structure base camp support

; , units that will alleviate the administrative and logistical problems of
1 .. tactical units,

b. Section II, paragraph b(2) and paragraph 2, 1lst Aviation
. _Brigade 34 Indorsement, Twenty-six mini-port systems were shipped to the
‘ "RVN with an ETA of early August. One of these systems could alléviate the
fuel handling problems of the 13th Aviation Battalion.

1 ‘ , ¢c. Section II, paragraphs d(1)(a) and (b). The dust problem has
: been referred to DA for developmental effort, and variocus items are cur-
rently being introduced into the RVN on an experiment.al test basis. These
include dust inhibitors, soil stabilizers, and flexible ground covers. The
Bell Belicopter Company, for example, has submitted experimental filters
for military test and evaluation, and these should be aevailable in the near
future. It is recognized that the preventive measures outlined in the cited

paragraphs are inadequate, but they constitute the only known solutions at
this time,

FOR TH& COMMARDER IN CHIEF:

Copy furn: D. BARRIBO‘II
. CG USARV, Attn: AVC~DH Capf- AGC
. o o Asst AG
17
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