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P Annex B, -Appendix 4.
Instr 13/66 (Op COOKTOWN ORCHID) of 25 llar 63.
0 7/68 COOKTOWN ORCHID) of 2912UVCH lar 68,
668 dated 30 Mar 68,
/60 dated 2 Apr 684 .
Op0 1/68 datod 4 Apr 68,
0p0 1/68 datod 4 Apr 686
Rogt Op0 1/66 dnted Apr 684
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Operetion cdomrom-t ORCIID, o sorios of ocompany group . r-ticns,
oonduoted by 2 RAR which oonsistod of:

55

B.;

Reoonnaissanoe in Foroe operations.

b, Land Cloaring operations.
o Ambush patrolling.
d. Minefield olexring operations.
Datos of Opergtion
2 Commoncod 010800K Apr 68, tormdnatod 241200H Apx 3.
Loogtion
3. Soe Annex P attachod, Unit and Sub-Unit Awea of Operations.
09 Ho Q;
s HQ 1 ATT.
Sogk Opsanisation
5. . ZRAerith
e In Direot Support
Repaining in DS - 108 F& Bty 4 Fd Rogt.
In DS fron 010800H = One H13 161 (Indep) Rooco Flt.
= Additional H13 ac as roquired.
be U tio \J
From 01080CH A 68 = Aust Land Cloaring Tean roinforced
by Rome Ploughs fron 34 (US) Engr Gp.
« Combat Engr Teans 1 F4 Sqn.
= Suoh olms of C Sqn 1 Arud Regt and
A Sqn 3 Cav Rogt as woro roquired
. for oaoch oporation.
6. Dotails of the task organisation for cach separate ocompany group

operation is given in para 17.
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(1) In Oporetion COOKTOWN ORCHID I a troop of ianks, sunported
by & platoon of infantry mountod in M408 vehicles were uscd te
oloar through an aroa for land olearing operaticns. The arca,
acoording to intelligonce was supposcd to bo licavily nined vith
M16 antieporsonnol nincs. No mincs wero onocountercd and the
route was clcarcd successfully.

(2) © Sqn 1 Amd Rogt, supported by W Coy 2 RAR and a tp of

4 Sgn 3 Cav Regt wore used to oondust o roconncisaziee in force
operation (Op COOKTOWN ORCHID IV), This was the first infantry
/zcuﬂ:/APC rooonnaissance in force operation conducted by 1 AL
and was suoccessful, Moohaniocel broakdowms and tuank refuelling
times tondod to restrioct the hours of operztion. Hoviever the
task was oonploted in the tinme allotted.

(3) A tank was used to tow o hoavy ohain mat tc detoncto o
ninofiold of M16 anti-personnel mines during Oporation COCKTOWMN
ORCHID V. This was not successful as the detonstion of tho
nincs oonsistontly ocaused ninor donage to tho tanl: mal the
oporation was torminated on tho second dny.

(4) A troop of tanks supportod 4 Sqn 3 Cav Regt and S Coy 2 RAR
during Opcration COOKTOWN ORCHID VI, o rcoonnalssance in force
oporation, In this oporation the tanks worc marginally offcetive

duo to tho thiock nature of the vogetation and neohanical
broakdowm,

b, APCge APCs wore usod for 4ho following taskss
(1) Oporghion COOKTOW ORGHID i
(aj .Road'. oom;oy proteotiéz;..'
(b) Land Cleering Teen protoction.
(o) Carriage of iroops from NUI DAT tc oporational nrca.

(2) Oporgtion COOKTOWN ORCHID IV

(a) Carriage of a rifle oompany supporting C Sgn 1 Lmd
Rogt in a reconnaissance in foreo sporation.

(v) Carricgo of troops to and from the oporntional area
fron NUI DAT, ’

(3) Operation COOKTOM! ORCHID VI

(a) Carrlage of a riflc company in an APC/infantry
rooonnaissanco in foreo operation.

(b) Carriage of troops ta and fronm tho operational srca.
In all operations tho APCs worked officiontly and woll.
Artillory
Support was officient.
Buglnooxs
a.. Speoially proparcd Australian bulldozors cnd Anmerican Rauo
ploughs oconduotod land clearing in Operation COOKTCWN ORCHID I
efficiontly, )
b'." Combat onginoer toans were used in Operation COOKTOWN ORCHID I,

IV, and VI for the destruotion of eneryy installations loocated and the
oloarance of mines and booby traps. 4As normal these toome worked

_efficiently.
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os A owmbat engincer tean was used to opon and closo gaps in tho
ninofiold fonoe dwring Operation COOKTOWN ORCHID V.

ds Englneor mini toans were cuployed with armd elements throughout
the oporations.

10, ixiation .
oo 161 (Inden) Recog Fit. Support was officlent,
b,  US Ay Avighion. CHAT holicopters wore usod throughout tho

oporations oarrying fuol to the armourcd olemonts nnd onginoer plant.
As usual this support was punctual and offiociont.

os 9 Sqn RAAF, Rosupply of oconpardoes was oapably oarricd out during
the oporaticns.

Inbelldgonco

11, ’ The onery situation in A0 BURGUNDY wos as glvoen in Annex A to roforonco
B, Soc nlso Annex P to this roport.

12, Dotalls of oneryy oontoots and finds aro given in sud unit oporational
analysis attachod. :

13, The operational arcs oonsisted seoondary jungle, oreac of lov sorub,
paddy fields and sand dunes,

14, The woather wes nainly hot and hunid,

Misojon .

15 The niesion given to 2 RAR by HQ 1 ATF was to oonpletc the tasks givon

to 2 AR in AO BURGUNIY.,
16, 2 RAR doduced mission wasy 4s & followeup to Op PINNAROO 2 RUR was tos
ae Corry out land olearing oporaticrs in aroa contre cf nooss YS
460550 in accordoncc witlh prioritics previously givon to 1 Fd Sgn
by Conmd 1 ATE.

b. Clear the nines botwoen tho rultiple conocerting fonces frou
HRSESHECE {11 Y8 496617 to the coastline ot YS 525538.

os Dostroy VC installations locatod by 1 ATF durinz Op PLNNAROO
in AD BURGUNDY.

" ds: Reoce 4n forco in LIGHT GREEN, oentre of nass YS 540570,
0+  Reooe in foroo in LONG GREEN, oontre of ross YS 560600.
f. Conduct intensive patrols in 2 RAR Patrol A0.

b €+ Conduct oordon and soarch ops within A0 as direcind hy HQ 1 ATF.
Songopt of Opergkions | :
17. . " The operation was to be conducted ans a sorics of conourront coupany

group oporations during tho period 1-30 April as follows:
Qe % COOKTCWN ORCIOD I, Land olearing oporation in area contre of
nass 460550 fron 1«30 Aprs Seo Annox P - Area 1. Tho initial task
organisstion for this operation was as follows:
(1) ©C Coy 2 RAR withs

(a) Undor Comd = one mor soot
= throoc oombat ongr tocw

(b) In26 « onu H13 161 (Indep) Roooc FLt
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(o) Undor Op Control - ono tp 4 Sqn 3 Cav Ro:t
~ %wo nor APCs
« three ongr nini tcmns
= Aust land oloarin:: toon vith olms
US land oloaring 1 -~ undor op contrcl

(2) Comd. 00 C Coy 2 RAR.
be Cp COOKTOWN ORCHID II. Intensivo patrolling in 40 DULGUIIDY North
of Routo 23 during.poriod 1=7 Apr. This oporation was t¢ he planued
and oonductoad by OC A Coy using & Coy 2 IR,
os Op COOKTOWN ORCHID ITI. Intonsive anbush patrolling in 2 RAR

Patrol L0 out to Lino ALFA during poriod 3-30 Apr. This op was 0 he
plannod and oonducted by OC V Coy using V Coy 2 RAR.

de % COOKTOTT ORCHID IV. Rococo in Foroc in LIGHT GREEN oontro «f
nass 540570 during poriod 6«9 Apr. Soc Annox P lroa 3. Tosk
organisation was to bo

(1) © Sqn 1 Amd Rogt with:

In IS = one H13 161 (Indep) Recco F1t
Under Op Con - one tp A Sqgn 3 Cav Rezt
= W Coy 2 RAR

= two oombat ongr toans

(2) Operation was to be plamnod and conduotod by CC C Sgqn 1 Arnd
Rogt.

e, Op OGOKTOWN ORCHID V. Clearance of tho nines betwoon the :miltiplo
oonoortina fonoos fronm HORSESH(E Hill YS 496617 to the coactline YS
525538, During tho poriod 10=20 Lpr, Task organisatic.. was to bes
(1) ¥ Coy withs
Undox Op Con « tp C Sgn 1 Lmmd Rogt
« 3 x 1103 4 Sgn 3 Cav lost
= one oonbat ongr tomn

(2) Tho oporation was to bo plannod and oonducted by OC 77 Coy.

Te % ooom ORCIOD VI. Rocoe in Foroce in LONG GREEN, contre of
nass 00 .or ocomplotion of Op COOKTOWN ORCHID IV. Tasl organisation

.wes .to. bes
(1) A S¢n 3 Cav Regt with:
In DS ) - one H13 161 (Indep) Rooco F1t
Undexr 03 Con = ono tp C Sqn 1 Amd Regt

= B Coy 2 AR
« one oonbat ongr teon.

(2) The oporation was to Do planned and oonducted Ly CC 4 Squ
3 Cav Rogt,

8+ Secparato oporations were to bo nounted at o later dato if tasks

glvon in para 210, and ¢. woro still nooessary after Op COOKTOWN ORCHID
I.VI.

Exooutdon :

18, . 0 ORCHID I proceded as plenneds C Coy wore relicved by

W Coy on 18 Lpr. 1 .AKU roliovod.W Coy on 22 Apr to releasc W Coy for Op TOLN THANG.
For dotails sco Oporational Analysis by OC C Coy and W Coy attached.

19, . ! OROFTD IT was oonduotod a3 plannods Ops worc oxtondod
until 17 Apr. .4t Y8 525626 at 2000 hrs on 10 4pr 1 F1 4 Coy contaoted 3 VC rosulting

'



in 1 W K1A. There wore no friondly oasualties. MNo Oporation dnalysis io
attachod,

20, Op COOKTOWN ORCIIID III was oonducted as planncd but wes torninated
en 23 Apr to release V Coy for Op TOAN THANG, Sco attachad Oporatiun fnolysis

21, Op COOKTOWN ORCHID IV was oonduoted as plannode Soe Creruticn
dnnlysis by OC C Sqn 1 Amd Rogt subnitted soparately.

22, Op COOKTOWN ORCHID V was terminatod on 12 Apr aftoer consictunt rinor
danage to tho tank by dotonabion.of 16 nines. .

23, Op COOKTOWN ORCHID VI was conducted os pluxmod.- Sce attached

Operation Analysis by OC B Coy.

24 One cordon and scorch operation was oondustod by W Ccy on conpletion
¢f Op COCKTOWN ORCHID V coting on information given by Det 1 Div Int Unit, This
op was ocnsidorod nost suocossful by Dot 1 Div Int Unit. Seo W Coy Cperntion
Jnalysis attachod,

25. Operation COCKTCWN ORCHID wge terminated on 23 Apr to rolonso 2 Ul

for Op TOAN THANG.

26. For dotailod scquonco of ovents and results seo Bub Urit Oporation
Analysis attached.

Co ors sis

2.7-' This type of oporation is nost interosting for battalions to Le given,

Tho serios of oompany sizod taslis allows oompany cormendors tho ohonce to conduct
oonpany group oporations in a given tinme frane. In pdditicn where $ho going for
APCs and #anks was considored an important faotor squadron oonnanders woie given
the task of planning and oconduoting the operation. The degroe of osoperation

on thoso opcrctions showed the groat possibilitios of APC/tank/infantry ercuping
and should bo used rore often, It is sonsidored that striko foroe cf APC/Tnfantry
ooy with some tanks oowld be erployed on nany such cperctions North of loute 23
whero apeed and internel firo support wro roquiroeds This type of forec oca be
nounted quiokly. It is not absolutoly essential to have artillory firc support os
this oan be provided by tenizs cnd nortars. The phagsos of tho opercticne whioch
involvod oooporation with armioured clenents worn oxtronoly gratifying cond this tyne
of opcration should Lo repeated,

Hibdodn épf
Lieutofiont Colonel

Connonding fficer
2 rAR/Mz (L21ZAC) Bn

Annexes: A. oy Cporation Analysis
N E B, oy Uperation Analysis

BC
cce
C. V Coy Oporation Analysis
W Coy Cperation Lnnlysis
E, W Coy Oporation Jnalysis
F. ¥ Coy Cporation Analysis
P, Unit and Sub Unit Operation iArces and Enony Situation.
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AVFBC-RE-E (5 Jun 68) 1lst Ind
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Reports

DA, R II PFORCEV, APO San Pranoisco 96266 g3 JUN 1968

TOs Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D.C. 20310

1. Subjeoct report is forwarded.

2+ This headquarters has reviewed the attached After Action Report of the
1lst Australian Task Force, Operation Cooktown Orchid, and concurs with it.

JOR THE COMMANDER: . .
" WARREN J. ENQLJSH i i
: CPT, AGC

Asst AG -~




AINEX A 4R

¢
OOMBAT OPLR,TION
CPORT
OP COGKTOWN ORCHID g%ﬁm

SUB UNIT OPER'.TION Y8IS

1 Sub unjt s B COY 2 R

2 Oporgtion ¢+ COOKTOWN ORCHID V1

3 Commpnder ¢ 27330 Maj WK CARTER
4 Durptioy + 12 Apr 60 - 16 Apr 68

5 Taak t+ To conduct a roconnaissance in forcc in A0 BURGUNDY.
6 Seguonce '
. Apr 120700 ~ Mount APC
120930 =~ Force conoentrates in assy aroa
(us5057)
121000 = Leading elms cross §1,.

161400 = Reconnalssance ocmploto.

T Composition of Forcos

Force commander 3 OC A SQ@F 3 CAV REGT

Force ¢t A SQN 3 C.V RECT (w)

1!1 m : 3 Ono H13, 161 Roc“ nto

under op ccn 3 Ono tp C Sgn 1 irmd Regte
Two tk dozors C Sgn 1 Armmd Regt.
One ARV and one fitters vch C Sqn
1 Arnd Regt.
One sect Aslt Pnr P1 2 RiR,
One mini tean 1 Fd Sqn RiE.
B Coy 2 RIR with FO Party ~nd MFC,
One sect Mor P1 2 RAR.

0. Commontst &+ Comnand ¢
. oo The .oporation was commanded throughout by

OC A SQf 3 CAV REGT. The Inf Coy Cond moved with the
Arnd cond except for onoe phaso vhich was basic:lly
infantry terrain when coy comd moved on foote I
donsider the command arrangcuent was the best possible
for a forco of this kind, in the type of torrain
encountored,

b Ioyraln ' :

The LONG GREEN at this time of the year is wvery

. dry end exceopt for patchcs of thick undergrowth or

long grzss is suitoble for mounted operationss The
exception to be preocoding is the arec in MS 5660,
5760, 5861 which is thick sorub, through which veh
novement is-slow and ounberaom.
e C G 0

Tho .inf scotions wore o.11 at a strength of 8 and
cach pl HQ has a strength of 5 plus on some occassions
2 eslt prrs, This made o total of 31 to be carried by
a scotion of APC'e, This strength is normal for opcrations,
Some difficulty wes exporienced in fitting a platoon
on to a section c¥ APC's for the following reasons:=-

(1) Rations and oqpt for APC orews is carricd
in the body of the vehiclo and ¥OT stored on
sholves, This was correctod during the op but
prineiple mutt be cstablishod that the body of
tho vehicle belongs to the infantry.

(2) o infratry had large packs which cannct be
*. worn whilst mognted. This difficulty can be overcome
with expoeriemoc in loading.
ANVEY A
. 7 ess/The H113

- e -.-_P-J_h:ﬂ-



(3) The H113 4a Qesigned to carry 10 inf »lus
oqpt and the platoon strength of 31 oxceeds this
oapsoity. Nuture operetions of thie naturc I
considor that seoctions oould be reduced to 7 men
without loas of effective fire powor.

(4) The infantry were carried inside the APC
exocept for the G number in tho section. Ho
sravolled standing with woapons at the ready in
oase of oontact. I oonsider it more important
for the MG numbexr to be orientated and informed
of the whercvabouts of the onomy than the section
commander. MG numbers woro flack jackets and
steel holmets for protection,

(5) Infontry mist be given frequent rests outside
the APC to overcome the affect of h:at dnd motion
siockneas,

4 Dispounted movement syp-ortod by Armouxs

Some early problems were encounicrod by both Arms when
infantry wore digiounted and vere moving infront of the
armour. Sowo of thoso are listed, I would empholse howevyr
that All were due to lack of exverienos and were quickly -
ond satisfactorily reotified by mutual discuscion.

(1) Dffioulty was exverienced in thick conntry
when armour moving in tha rear pushing over trcos
causod some anxioue moments to infantry clearing

to the front, Thir was owvarcome by both forces
moving in tounds, the armour being controllod either
by the infantry comd in inf pl/APC seét operctions
or ty am:armour rep dismounted in inf coy/AFC Tp
operations.

(2) Some ecrly problems were experiencod by
armoured section commanders in marrying up with
infantry on each bound. This was ghickly ovorcome
by moving in short bounds and by the usv of infantry
guides on ope occcasion.

(3) Noise made by vehicles pushing thro thick
Doz.'ub also railodynou pmblg:l '1% 1nfa.u§éu and

armour tried to move ot tho same time, Infantry
scouts were distrastod by noise and would have been
unable to hoar any noise made by enemy noving.
This was also overvome by moving in bounds Thir
problea also arose when the H13 was used during

" the "Infontry leading" phase Onee the H13 h-ad
comnleted ito task it was sent out of the area to
overcome this prodblea.

o. Mobility:

Tho dogree of secrch during the operation was infinitely
greator than that achieved by an infantry forco., The increcased
mobility allowed much more ground to be searched, Greater
speod of movement was achieved however stezlth must bo
saorificad and the likelihood of oontaot with spall groups
such as the "oaretoker force" thought to cxist in the arse
is greatly decreased,

f.  Zirepower:

A force of this nature can develop tromendous firenower
agoinst o foroo of cnemy infantry. Artillexry and mortar DF
was fived ecoh evening around the harbour aroa The
potontial of the CENTURION firing canister supported by the
ocavalyy and infantzy woaronoc supported ‘in denth by artillery °
and mortars makes o foroé of this nature more than formidable,

o oo/Conznications:

¥
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8. Communioationp!

An inf/aroour/cavalxy net was established and ot a
result no difficulty in comsuniocations between arns wau
experienced, Radio diagrane are attachid at Annex L,

h.  Semtuxion Togke!
Unfortunately great difficulty in keening the tanks
mobilc was exporienced, Whilat not qualified to enter
techniocal discussion on this matter it was a~parent that the
M113 vehiole is more suited to operations of this nature than
wos the Centurion tank. Tho value of the firewower of the
Centurion would have to be weighed against the core and time
requizod to move theu through sand and scxub, Perhops o light”
gun mounted on the M113 could prove a satisfactory subsii tute.

9. Sonolusions

A force of this nature is of great value to mount operations
in open or lightly timbered terrain and I can think of any numbor of orerations
whoro it oould bo used to producc a bettor result than an infantry force
onera on its o, Thore is a requiroment for much greater eu-hasis on
infantry/armour/cavalyy training in AUSTRALIA to achieve a higher understanding
of tho mroblems encountered. Many of the nroblems which were "ironed out" on
the first day of the operation would not have arisen had previous training
been possible. This applies at all levels. I would like to emphasise that I
do not oonmider oporations of this nature are likely to nroduce contact with
small parties of VC however I think they are of value for recommaissance of
known bzse areas and for roaction to VC harrassing operations To sum up
good fun and = vnluzble exvworience at -1l lévels, For the most part beats

walking.

W K CARTER

Mo
0C B Coy 2 RAR

08 Coments

This was & valuable experience for both the APCs and infantry, I conour with
0C B Coy oomments on contaot of such & grouping with small perties of VC,

The noise 'leval is far too high, however on more speoifio targeis ageinst
larger grouns of enemy this force occumosition would be invaluable. The
ocoments on APC stowage are valid end should be cheoked periodiocally. APC
orews tend to oarry much more.than normal ocombgt requirements,
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4 TO 2 Nl
OFER\TIONS
R .CTION l'tL"POR'I'

3 CORRIoAT GiaiTD

C COY SUB UFIT OPERATION ANALYSIS

SUB UNIT C Coy 2 RAR,

COMANDER 335121 Maj G.E. WILLLAMS.
OPERATION NAME _COOKTOUN ORCHID ONE.
IUR.TION 1 - 18 Apr 68.
OUILINE OF SUB UNIT T:ASKS

0. The mission glven to the coy grour w~s to conduct lan2 clezring
operations in the aroa between Route 44 ' Route 326 and tho LOWG HAI

Mountain Complex (Centro of Mass YS 460530) in accordance with the

followving prioritiess
(1) Prioxlty One
(a) Clear the arca from YS 489541 to YB 493533.

(b) Clear a-lane 200 metros wile along the oreck line
from YS 482549 to YS 472530,

- (6) Clecr a lane 200 metros wide from TAM PHOUC (YS 456574)
- YS 470540 - YS 477523 - Y8 491521,

(a) Cloax the line of the SUOI HUT THIEM from YS 462550

to YS 475568, .
(e) Clear the line of the SUOI TRE from YS 459560 to
Y8 469569.
(2) m-
To clear a lano 2l the NORTH T7ESTERN fcoco of tho
M IUNG foature from YS 456572 to YS 435551.

(b) To clear a lano between NUI HONG THUNG and NUI DIEN
DA from YS 440523 to YB 462549,

(3) Mys_ Priority Three tasks wore to clecr the
aroaa remaining botweon tho Prisrity One ocuts

b | 'Iho Compmy grouping for tho operation wos as followss

C Coy 2 RAR,

1 Tp A Squ 3 Cav Regt.
AUST Land Clearing Team (12 x D8 bulldosers).
Elements U8 Land Clearing Team (5 x Rome Ploughl)
One Scotion Mortar P1 2 RAR,
H13 161 Rooco F1t (in DS)

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS .
e  Serial Doto Bvent
1. 1 Apr 68 Movement of ooy gp from NUI I''T to FSPB
mnnc (YS 492551)s B Coy 3 RAR relieved
. FSPB HERRING.
2, 2 « 3 Apr 68 land clearing operations oonplotod in area
, of Y8 490540.
3.. .54 68. Advonoe Bose GLORIA established st YS 471541,
FSPB dismantled., -
4. 6-10 Apr 68 SOUTHERN land olearing comploted from
TS 471541 « Y8 478523 - YS 491521,
] n"

ANNEY, B
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5, 11-17 Apr 68  NORTHERN Out comrletcd from YS 471541 -
Y8 456575.
6, 18-Apr 68 C Cay melieved by W Coy 2 RAR at GLORIA.

. et W @

b,

Soopenty , :
(1) Upe of Infontzy It wam generally found best by doy to employ
one rnlatoon in tho protection of the base camp: ome —~latoon

giving intinmate protection to the day's clearing onerations and

the renaining »latoon ~etrolling and romaining overnight in the
ares o be worked on the day following. By night lue to tho sise
of the bzse camm, two rlatoons were found necessary for the

defenco of GLOMIA,

(2) Use of Covnlzy 1 Tr A Sqn 3 Cav Regt were used extcnsively
on the following toskss

(s8) Movenont of infantxy to and from the days cutting face,
(b) Protection of the land clearing bulldozers.

(6) Ready ronction force (with one nlatoon) for incidants
oocouring anyvhere along th: cuts, .

(d) Esoort of the numerous convoys of engi:neor storgs
and water neocssary for the overation,

(5) ! The H13 was used extensively by Enginver,

cavalry and antry. comuonders to chaeck tho day's.cut and to
recomnoitro thu aroa to be covored on the following dny. 8
the distance botwoon the ocutting face gnd tho base oam inoreased,”.

the H13 vne used to rrovide alr cover fer the, daily wov. formard
of tho-hoavy ;lant, ~

4) ey

() The initial asmossment of tho onemy prior to the
operation was that VC in up to squad size oould be cncountored,
In addition several VC base ocamps 2nd ninefields wure

roortod as boing in the area as a result of Operction
PINN.ROO,

(t) Contaots, findings and incidmts 1 - 18 Arr 68 w.re
os follown:

(1) On 3 Apr at 01508 PSPB HERRING rcoceived ar - rox-
imately 20 rounds of 60mn mortax. from a baso - lote
vosition in tho vicinity of YS 490560, There w=s no
casualties and no damage to vehicles.

(11) On 7 Apr 68 ono VC was contacted at YS 475535,
romulting in one AUSTRILIAN WIA (not ev~ouated).

(411) On 7 Apr 68 and again on 11 Apr 68, tho land
oclearing bulldogers dotonatcd M16 mines in the creck
budo at YS 472538 and Y8 463550, A total of four
minos wore detonatod, The blast shields fitted to the
bulldogers ~rovod to ho effective and no casualtios
rosulted to mersonnel or equi-mont, The mines had
been in position for some timo »rior to land

olearing operationn commencing, it a-rexrod,

(1v) On tho 13 Apr 68 a soall VC baso camp wos
looatod in the creek hank 4t Y8 459560, The comp
oonsipted of three bunkers, In the onmr was found
a K50 sudb mochine gun and several tins of doouments,
The oamp showed signs of having been hastily
:;;nua.tqd possidbly 4ue to artillery used exrly that

eesf/Two VC



(v) Two VC KIA were located in the aroc imuoediately
SOUTH of TAM PHOUC during the period 14 - 16 Apr 68,
Theso are thought to have rosulted froc early oontacts
during Operation PINNAROO,

(vi) In addition several base camps wore located along
the lines of the SUOI TRC and SUOI BUT THIEN., All

had been previously loocatéd by friendly forcos and
offactivoly struck by air,

Apsopapent of tho O-exation

Te From the conmrany woint of view OPERATION COOKTOWN ORCHID ONE was
oonsidered to have been very successful - espscially as the land clearing
ooncept was rolatively new within 1 ATF at the time and oonsequently in the
initial stages infantxy nrocedurcs had to be worked out from doy to day.

Fngineer daily targots wore gunerally omet and on many ococasions excooded,
The only -~roblems ancountered by oither engineers or the com-any were those

of internal administration, The need to have sufficiont APCe to -rovide
intimate support, escort duties and as & ready reaction forde to countor .
tbrushfire' contacts, osrecially whero the land clearing o-erations tro

extensive, cammot be over exphasised,

G E WILLIAMS

Yo}
0C € Cay 2 RAR

SO0s Comments I oonour with above,
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V Coy RNZIR
2 RAR/NZ(ANZAC)Bn
NUI DAT
Nay 68
32,2
2 MR/ (ANUC) B

IR DT OPERATIDNAL AMALTSIS
Maps: LBO15 Sheet 64,30 IIT SE
1.V Coy, 2 RRAZ(ANAC).
2, Maj PTA Vormop, RNZIR,
3. Operetion COCKIOWS ORGID TIX,
b 3eawés,
5. Quiline of Cey Jasks,
8. To comdict intenmive patrolling in the 2 RAR TAOR,
%, To prevent VC movemsnt from MDA IONG to NUI TMI Hills,

6. Jequence of Jvents,
Sewial Dete/Time Looation Event Remarks,
1. o370 Nul Dat o/s 51 left by IOV
2, 031800 . M Dat of/s 52,53 amd 53A left
by TCV,
3. 031828 8 403647 Loostst o/s 5%
e  O3M90- . YS 105646 ML ambush estb by
o : o/s 53,
Se 031945 T8 411656 N4 asbush estb by
\ ofs 52,
S 6. 031947 8 406637 N4 azbush posn estd
%y o/s 53A.
7. 03230 8 38067k 1oo of ofs 51,
8. o6 Y8 106644 o/s 53 sod 53A in
day posn, :
9. OhOM7 8 414654 o/s 52 in day posn,
10, OM7T® B 380674 o/s 51 move out fyom
; ; - nl loo to commence
4 petrolling foo thills
: h Bast of Nui Dinh feature,
11, 041020 8 379668 o/s 51 estb anbush
. . posn for day-and ni
3 5 Apr,
Avnex Q

L4
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12,
13.
14,
15.

16'

17.

18.

19.
20,
A,
22,
25,

25,

%,

27.

29,

.
32,

33.

041920
o927
041928
050640

051210-
051440

051930~
052015

052223
06010
060715 .
061330
o727
061730
061845
061910

061930

070644~
070720

oM &5~

071930 |

080615~
080700

080850-
081020
08090C
081837

0818 30-
081945

S 414656
YS 105616
YS 104638

3 41165
YS 40564l

TS 04638

T8 144667
T3 04638
Nui Dat

T8 104640
Nui Det
YS 382647
YS 409648
S 411656

S 382657

“ul Dad

Nui Dat

c/s 52 in ni ambush posn.
c/s 53 in ni ambush posn,
c/s 53A in ni ambush posn.

c/s 52 in day posn.
c/s 53 and 53A in day posn.

c/s 51 move from YS 379668
to 380661 to 381658 and estb
ambush posn for night 5/6
Apr. :

Pl ptls estb ni ambushes at:
c/s 52 - Y8 411656 '
c/s 53 - YS 405646

c/s 53A- Y5 404638

c/s 53A contact with 10-12
vC,

c/s 52 in day posn,

c/s 53 joined up with 53A,
c/s 53 returned by TCV,
c/s 53A in ni ambush posn,
c/8s 52A departed by TCV,
c/8 51 in ni ambush posn,
c/s 52A in ni ambush posn,
c/s 52 in ni posn,

Pl ptls in day posn at:
c/s 51 = YS 381648

c/s 52 and 52A - YS 411651
c/s 53A - Y8 405642

Pl ptls estb ni ambush posns
at

c/s 51 - YS 382647

c/s 52 - YS 415654

c/s 52A --¥YS 404647
c/s 53A - YS 406635

Pl in day posn at:
c/s 51 =» YS 382647
c/8 52A, 53A - 405642,

c/s 51 move to YS 377640,

c/s 52 returned on foot,

c/s 53 departed by TCV for
A0,

Pl ptls in ni ambush posns at:
c/s 51 « YS 379638

c/8 524 - YS 408649
c/8 53 = YS 405646
c/s 534 - Y8 405638

5

See Annex A,




DB

&,

n.

2,

LS.

48,
43,
50,

090610=

091825~
091940

100635=
100800
101220
1018%

101830-
101950

110555«
110645

111912=
112005

120620~

12063

121925=
121940

130610= .

130643

131220

13

131635

13180
131925
131955

Nul Dat
Nui Det

Nui Dat

S 403647
. Y8 405637

18 112662

‘ofs 53 and 53A = Y3 LOLGL3

7

Pls in day locs at:

o/s 59 - YS 377639

o/s 52 = Y¥S 410650

o/s 53 amd 53A = YS 40564,

Pl ptl estd ni ambushes

ety

o/s 59 - YS 379638
o/s 520 = YS 411656
o/s 53 = YS LOLELT
o/s 53A = Y3 403639

Pls in day locs at:
o/s 520 = Y3 410650
o/s 53 and 53A - YS WOLGL2Z

v/s 51 returned by TCV,
o/s 52 depatbed by TCV,

Pl ptls estb ni ambushes at}
o/s 52 « YS 411656
o/s 524 = YS LOBE5S
o/s 53 =~ Y3 LOL6L?
o/s 530 » YS LOLE3B

Pls in day loos at:
o/s 52 and 527 = YS 411654
o/s 53 and 53A - YS LOLSL3

Pl ptls in ni ambush posns)
o/8 52 = Y3 415654
o/s 524 - 13 LO7649
o/s 53 = Y3 LOLE4T
o/s 53\ = YS 405634

Pla in day loos:
o/s 52 and 52\ = YS 411651
o/s 53 and 53A = YS LOLEL3Z

Pl ptls in ni ambush posns,
o/s 52 = Y3 415654

of/s 520 = Y3 w7§g

o/s 53 - YS 402

/s 53A = YS 401630

Pls in day loocs at;
of/s 52 emd 52A = YS 16657

o/s 53 and 53A returned to
Nui

l:tl ptls in ni snbush posns
' .

o/s 52 - Y8 414656

o/s 52A = YS 410648

o/s 5 and S1A departed by
CV for X,

o/s 59 in ni smbush posn,
o/a 51A in ni ambush pom, .
® 52 sighted 6 VC approx Bty fire mission

netres from loc mov
West to East,

/16
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51,

52.

53,

62,

- 63,

140635
140645

140726
w2
111906
WIANL
150647
151815

154835-
151952

160619=
160700

160831~
1M935

170621-
170636
1H220
171826

171921 =
171940

180610~
180635

181920~
181930

190606=
190630

1Nn215
19182

S 405642
S 4166

T8 116657
Nui Dat
YS 404647
YS LO3637
YS 405642
Nui Dat

Nui Dat
Nui Dat

Nui Dat
Nui Dat

o/a 51 and 51A in d=y loc,

¢/s 52 and 52\ carricd out
sweep of arca of bty fire
mission, Negciive results,

o/s 52 anl 524 ...  zy loc,
¢/s 52 rciurned by TCV,

¢/s 51 in ni amhnsh posn,
¢/s $A in ni aubush posn,
o/s 51 ard 5'A inday loc,

¢/s 53 aul 34 depaZted by
TCV.

Pl ptls ia ni ambuch posns
e/s 51 - ¥S 103047
c/s 51A - YS 404633
¢/s 53 - Y5 L10656
e/s 53A ~ Y3 107052

Ples in day locs at:
c/s B end 5ii . Y5 405642
¢/s 53 wnd 531 - Y5 409649

Pl r4ls “n »i arbush posns
ats

c/s 51 = YS LOL6LT

c/s 51A = Y5 LO1638

o/s 53 = YS 1094555

c/s 530 - TS LO56L9

Pls in day lccs ab:
¢/s 51 and 51A - Y3 405642
¢/s 53 and 53A ~ YS 409659

o/s 51 end 51A return by TCV,

See serial 5Q

o/s 52 and 52\ departed by TCV.

Pl -tls in r! ~~imch posns:
o/3 52 = Y5 L0162
o/3s 52A = Y3 WO7HLE
o/s 53 = Y¥S LOJES
o/s 530 - Y¥S LO56M9

Pls in day locs at:
o/s 52 and 52 -~ YS LO6640
of/s 53 and 53A - YS LO96L9

Pl ptls in ni ambush posns:
c/s 52 ~ YS L05A32
o/s 52 A = VS 409645
c/s 53 = T3 L0655
o/s 530 ~ YS LO56L9

Pls in doy locs as for
serial 66.

¢/s 53 and 53A return by TCV,
¢/s 51 end 5iA acpzt by TCV

for ‘A0,
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M.

12,

s

e,

B

16,

.

..

”.
6o,

82,

83,

&.

1.

8,

194910=
191922

20303

2006 7=
00M2

01847=
1936

202235

22235
202239

211103
211214
211845

2116,5-
21927

220603~ -
220640

221808
221910

230606«
230640

230910
231001

251835 |

8 386639

YS 3863

Y8 LOB6LS

T3 1407649

8 LO7649

Y8 LOT76L9
Nui Dat
Mui Dat

Pl ptls estd ni ambush
posns at:

o/s 51 - YS 408653
/s 51A = Y3 110647

“ofs 52 « Y8 390639

o/s 52A = YS LO3643

o/s 52 sighted 6 VC  Tgt engaged by arty.
.O'iw NW.

Pls in day loos at o/s 51 and 514,

Y8 LOT6L9
o/s 52 and 52A = YS 392640,

o/s 52 carried out search
with negative results,

Pl ptls in ni anbush posna;
o/s 51 « YS 107649
o/s 51A = Y8 L4OB6LS
o/s 52 » Y3 391638
o/s 520 = Y3 LO364L3

o/s 5tAmade contact with
unlnown no of VC, VC mov
North towsrds o/s 51,

o/s 51 stood %o,

o/s 51 in contact with See Annex B,
L VC moving East to Vest,

¢/a 51 and 51A in day loo,
o/s 52 and 524 return by TCV,

o/s 53 and 53\ depart by TCV
foxr AD,

Pl ptls in ni ambuszh posns
at;

o/8 51 « Y3 403647

o/s 51A « Y3 10647

o/s 53 = Y3-406637

o/s 53A = YS 401635

Pls in day loos at:
o/s 51 and 51A = Y3 LOT649
¢/s 53 and 53A ~ YS 405641

Pl ptls estb ni ambushes at:
o/s 59 = YS 403047 .

o/s 51A = YS WO96LS

o/s 53 = Y3 390639

o/s 53A - Y8 104638

Pls in dsyloos at:
o/s S and 51A - Y3 LO76LI
o/s 53 and 53A - Y3 394639

Orders recoived for all
ocallsigns to return to base,

o/s 51 returned to base,
o/s 53 returned to base,
c/s 52 and 527 moved to A0,
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1. Asses 0 tion:

.

a, Summary of Results: VC KIA (BC) - 10
Weapons Captured: Rifle Garand - 1

M4 Carbine - 1

RPG2 - 1

Thompson SMG - i

PPsmehmom MG) - 3

b. This operation probably did much to upset the morale and
fighting efficienocy of tho Hoa Long Guerillas and the Chau Duc
District Coy. .

BTA Vorenop

Major Officer Coumanding
Y Coy
8, - "€0's Comments. As shown by the results of this operation and

Op FORREST, sustained ambushes in areas of genoral VC moverunut will alwayc
pay off. A company used this way enables a more detailed upprociation of

the pattem of enemy movemont to be made, A .company alloited a task around
any village in the provinoe can obtain similer results, The rgreat roquirement
for comds in this type of operation is patience.
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Annex A to V Coy 32,2
of 2““ B,

SONLICT AP TER ACTION REFORT

4, Operation COOKIOWY ORGHID III,

2, Repart by 579613 Sgt WITWORTH JR.

3. 6 Platoon, V Coy, 2 RARNZ(ANZAC) Bn,

b Strength of Patrol in Contact: 14,

5. Date of action, 2230 hrs 5 Aprdl, Duretion 10 .minutes,
6, Iloocation; YS 104638,

7. Patrol Task: Ambushing,

8. Desoription of eotion: A party of 16-12 VC walked into ambush from rubber
i to- the South, Ambush was triggered by sentry.

9. Desoription of terreain: Low sosttered sorub on edge of rubber, visibility
about 100 metres,

10, Distance to emny when first sighted: 3 metres,

11, mu.dx soldier first saw enemy: Sentry,

12, What was soldier doing: Sentry auty,

13. Yhat caused enemy to be motioced; Noise of movemnt,

14, VC strength and type: 10 = 12, Looal Foroce, dreas assortod black, green
and 'bll‘l.

15, Yho fired first: Apbush perty, range 2 mtres,

.46, What section weapons fired; Claymores, N79, M6O,
17. What was emeny's immodiate resction: Drop dead,

18, ™hat was the sections immediate resction; Stand to,
19, Emay camalties; 6 VC KIA (2c). ‘

20, culbod by_: Claymore,

21, Friendly casualtiss; Nil, .

22, Approx amwo expenditure: 7 Claymores, 22 rds i0m M79, D0 rds 7,62um mixed

23, Docamnts/Weapons captured: 4 Garand Mi, 1 RPG 2, 1 Thompson SMG, 3 PPS(Chic

2, Other points: Enenmy never returmed fire, There were no dlood trails, wut
footprints of fast moving VC were found next moming, to the South of the
anbush , .

movex A 1s ¥ coy
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Munex It V Coy 50.¢
of ) May 68,

CONTAC T APIER /CTION REFORT

1. Operstion COOKIOWN ORCHID ITI.

2, Repart by 39042 Lt Howell AG,

3. L4 Platoon, V Coy, 2 RAR/NZ(ANZAC)Bn,

4, Strength of Patrol in contact; 15,

5. Dste of action: 2239 hrs 20 Apr 68, Duration: 2 howrs including swee; .

6. looation: Y¥S 407649,

7. Patrol Task: Ambush,

8, Desoription of action: My ratrol wgs alerted by the firing from 51A s
position amd I stood the patrol to, My attention was drawn, by the sentry,
the movement pf L persons, They were moving Fast to viest, I ordercd a
hand-held flare to be fired and vhen this was done the ecnomy were cleariy
seen, The patrol engaged with NGO, M16 end olaymores, All the encmy fell
to tho ground end after an intexrval of suppressive fire I led out a scar:h
party. A1l bodies and equipment were recovered during theot search, Next
morning I again searched the area but found nothing.more,

9. Desoription of torrain: Clear rubber with a section of bush to the Soutk,

10, Distance to enemy when first sighted? 100 motres,

11, ¥hich soidier first saw enemy: Seatry,

12, 7hat wmas oldier doing: Sentry duty.

13, Yhat caused erenmy to be notioced: Movemont against a flare,

1k, VC strength and fype: 4 Local Forco, dressed in black,

15, What section weapons fired: All,

16, ¥hat was ensmy's imiediate reaction: Fell at first cngagemest,

17. That was the sections immediate weaction: Open fire as target was identific

18, Enemy casusities: 4 KIA (BC) (1 malo, 3 fomale),

19, Caused by; All weapons,

20, Friendly ocasuaities: Nil,

21, Documents/Weapons coptured: 4 MY carbine, 5 instantaneous fuse grenades,
- miscellaneous documents, 41 pack,

Aouex B 18 ¥ O o
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SROANZ(ANEAC) R,
Fud Dat
24 Apr 68
“015
2RAR/NZ(ANZAC)Mn,  (12)
Infot
1 RrZIR

1.  SEUINNCE OF EVENTS
Date/Tine Evegt Sement
1706006 Rell:f of O Coy by W Coy commenced. In loo at SPB GLORIA were &

180720

18090CH
181120

181315H

1816028

1817308

1017408

o/s T3 and an advanoe party heli-1ifted oombined US/AUST land Qlearing
to FBP GLORTA,(Y5471541) o/s T3 was Tean, 3 Cor'et Engr teems, o
deplayed to relieve & pl of C Cay who seot of Mortars and & tp of
were in aabush at the end of the days out. AFCws, :

ove

The remaindex of the coy commenced flyout Long time of changeowex dus to
from EAGLE JARM in & Chinook. o/s T1 the failuxe of the hydmulio
despatohed on arrival to protect move out system on the helicopter, A
of Land Clearinf Team. Relief not complets xelief 8/c was oalled in to
until 1030 hrs, complete the 1ift.

o/s T3 provided protection for Land Clear- -
ing Tean. o/s 71 commenced patrolling

- from Y8465566 to olear the ares for the
" following days out.

'Amuonztmoomodtﬁ'_ﬂ-bnnﬂst Nind destrayed by engre.

Y8476570. '
4 single shots heaxd from vioinity of These oould have been ARWN
Y8476570, patrole,

A U3 engr injured when he fell aoross a-
doser blade. Evacuated on & maintdeam
heliocopte:. :

Jurther SA shots from the vicinity of ~ Problably W waming shote.
8465365,

Iand Qlearing Team retumed to SFB GLORIA Primary out completed to
with o/8 73, &/ 71 moved into an ambush YS469569, Windrowing oompleted

. posn &t YB469567, - ~ ¥o YB463565.

o/8 71 zeporied 4 burets of SA fire from The 1O at DAT DO oonfimed

the ares of YB4T45T1. m :uv no friendly patrols
axres,

ﬁWﬂ(]s o a8 . / 1907XE. ...




1910150

1917308

1919248

192151

2007308
2008158

2009358

- 2010408

-

of
Ivent Soument,

o/s 72, land Clearing Team and & sect of A preliminary bombsrdment along
moved out to commence & mew out to proposed cut was conducted by
SW between the Fui Hoa Thung hills Ooy JO from a helicopter.

the Mud mon Ba hills, Windrowing

8 T2 looated a camp complex oonsisting The following items were found
of 8 bunkers wi.th inter comneoting trenches, in the area of the oamp:
wory partially oollapsed as 150 1b.polimhed rice
e ared had been hit by a B52 strike. A Medical Kit containing eumpty
-] had been smcated for about one bottles, 3 anti toxin ampules,
th. A calendar was loocated with days ocotton wool and two hypodermic
crossed off up to 3 Mar 63, needles.
Some documemts.
A dameged loud speaker.
17 x M16 mine initiators
4 x 79 oasen.
5 x M5 switches
3 Bangalore Torpedoes(LP) 3 i
long x 2" Da,
1 Weapon
5 ClUs
1 x T5mm airoraft rooket(blind)
7.62 agmo of diffexent types
16 Thompson mags
20 Browning magse
1 Cirouler 'Chicom' magagzine
2 x M26 gronades
2 US pineapple grenades
1 VC grenade

o/s 73 and Jand Clearing Team retumed  Pilot cut completed to
to base. o/s 72 moved to an ambush posn YB455546, Windrowing only just
at YB459548. commenced in the area,

o/8 T2 reported SA fire from the ares of
Y8482519.

o/s 73 (SPB GLORTIA) reported two strong Initial clearence given by
spot lights and an explosion from the  Sector to engege with Arty but
ared of YS482519, Lights remained on for was later oanocelled as ARVN
2 mins. patrola were close to the ares.
: . Seotor oould not detexmine if

; ARWN had used lights or heaxd
the explosion,
o/s 73, Land munnc Tean and APCs
moved out to commence ops. o/s T2
protected land clearing ope.

o/8 73 looated & blind 75mm a0 rocket at Blind was destroyed by engrs.
YB456545.

o/8 73 located an cld VC oamp at YS455540

which had peevicusly been destroysd by ‘

friendly foxoes. :

A% 8454539 o/s 73 looated and destroyed
4 CBUs,

" Elements of land Clearing Team and APCs The osap had been wacated in

doing the pilot out located a YC oamp the previous 24 hrs, Problably
oomplex &t YS454540. ‘There wexe 20 bunkers affer the preliminary bomb-
with & tumel oomplex. bardment the previocus day.

- - /Mires in the ares.. ....
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Date/Time Event Oomment

201040H  Fires in the area were still warm, A qty The oamp was destroyed by the

oontd of ammo (30 oal short and long) wes also dosers.
found hidden in the oamp.

2012008  o/m 73 looated & grave at YS457540 approx
4 months ol4,

2013208 o/ 73 located fresh irecks at YS455538
for 2 « 3 people. Tracks were followed in
& North Ensterly direotion but were lost
on haxd ground. Tracks wers about 24 hrs
ola. .

201402H At YS8457538 o/» 73 looated & number of  One unit despatched by heli
C8 bomd ocannimter trits which had not to 1 ATF for identifiost’on
exploded. purposes,

2017058 A bulldoser uncoversd an &mmo oache Explosive was later tested by
containing approx 3,000 rounds of 7.62 the engre. Considered to be
ammo (short) and 12 1b of plastio twice as powerful as C4 and
explomive of looal manufasture, much more malleadle, Ammo and

explosives returned to tn for
‘ ' checking.

201725 At YS452538 o/s 7) looated & bomb orater Explosives were later used to
vhich was full of water and fish, A fish kill the fish and destroy the
trap was dug into the side of the orater tmap., There were over 4,000
and there was also & bunker on the small fish J>und desd in the
peximetexr of the hole, Tracks 2 = 6 hrs pool when inspeoted the follow':ng
0ld were also found in the ares moving in day.

. & Kortherly direotion.

20173 Land Clearing Team and o/s 72 retumed to Pilot out completed to

base, o/s 73 moved to an ambush posn &t YB454542. Windrowing completed
' 8453539, to Y8456545.

210740E  o/a 71 and land olearing team moved out
to oontinue land clearing. o/s 73 moved
from ambush position to protect land
olearing ops. '

211200H At YS459540 o/ 73 located & pl sise VC  Camp destroyed. Found in the

- oamp oconsisting of 6 bunkers with comm- oGmp weret
unioation trenches. Some of the comm-: 1 x 16 mine and initigtor
unication trenches had cho. The oamp had Doocuments (one dated 12-4-68)
been weoated for about one week, Diaxy
Elevated fire placés had been btuilt
inside the bunkers,

211355 At YS454542 & doger uncovered a box
containing apnrox 200 rds of M{ ammo
(both rimmed and rimless) and two sub
machine gun magesines,

2114308 At ¥8456532 o/s 71 found & well used

track rumning North to South, There were
some signs of recent use. The treck was
followed to YS8456528 where two 0ld
bunkers were located, In the ares of the
bunkers were Ho Chi Minh sandal maxks

2 - 3 days old,

/21143“0 (XXX
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Date/Tise Event

2114358

2114498

2116408

2117408

21174cH
2120108
220730
2210104

221030H

2214154

2215208

At Y8459541 o/ 73 looated & further
oamp oonsi:'‘ng of 9 bunkers which had
besn re-ococupied in the last 2 woeks,
M16 mines were found on the perimeter

the oamp « only one being fused, the
seoond was in the groynd but thers was
0 initiator. Also found wes 100 £t of
green eleotric oable,

25.yaxds further east was a further
cesplex of seven bunkers in good con-
dition but these had not deen used for
approxz 6 monthe,

g”

]

At 5FB GLORTA santries proteoting an
Ingr Bde helicopter reported hearing

ngises of mov in the soxud to their EAST,

Ehortky afterwards a person in black
was seen duoking back into the sorub,
The area was engaged with SA and & sweep
followed. Only & psooble OP was found.

At Y8445532 o/s 71 found the remains of
CBUs which had been dismantlsé,

20
Conment

There were no commnioation
trenches, Both ocomplexes were
destroyed the following day.
These camps had not previously
been visited by friendly forces.

OP provided good oban over
GLORIA,

YC had removed the explosive
content,

At Y5543539 & doser uncovered & green tin Pack contained:

containing an AFVN type pack,

o/s 73 and Land Clearing Team retumed
to base. o/8 71 in ambush at ¥5450533,

A series of explosions and bursts of fire

heaxd in the vioinity df YS479519.

" o/s T2 aid land Clearing Team left base

odmp. o/a 71 moved to ares.of windrowing
to proteot Iand Clearing Team.

At Y8448527 o/s 72 looated & number of
signs nailed to trees, These were later
trenslated as VC propagends signs.

o/s 73 and & jaxty of engineers departed

the base to destroy the two remaining
odmps located the previous day. The
advance party of UARU also arriwed,

An engr received slight shrapnel wounds

. to his right knee and hands when & OBU

detonated as it was being dimmantled.
Soldier was omtgd by helioopter,

1 AR arrived at GLORIA and relief

commmoed, One platoon ARU wes despatcled

to relieve o/s 71 on proteotion duties.
o/s M.& T2 retumed to GLORIA on APCs.
/8 73 1ess cone seot Tretumed to Nui Dat
by helioopter. The remainder retumed to
Mui Dat on APOs ik

2 plecta of material

4 Diaxy

1 Pkt oxystals

1 Pkt white powder

39 pages of figs(typed)

1 plastio bag containing
doouments

1 spring back folder containing
2 ox books & doouments

1 soap dish containing med sups

Pack back loaded to Bn HQ.

The CBU wes discovered inside
the base ares, Unly the
detonator section exploded
after it had been removed,

‘Das to the dreak down of two

APOa the ooy 414 not arrive
beok in Nul Dat until 1930hrs

/ASSESSMENT OF OPERATION,...

—
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A spent 0 t1

a. Tho Land Clearing Toam are to bo commonded for their fine
offort. Tho conditions under which they work aro atrocious and
in ordor to koep thoir vohicles on tho road come of them have to
work from dawn to dusk,

b. Although tho operation might be extensive, when the task is
complotod tho arca will no longor bo suitable ns & VC basc, Dven
if not completod, the work dono so far will make it much harder for
tho VC to hide thoir movements and rcaction by fricndly foreces will
be ocasicr.

¢, Somo difficulty was oxporionced in the CP whon more than onc
not was oporating at the same time. Tho ongr renr link, 108 Bty
not, Coy inturmal and bn air net werc all within orc or tuwe m/z
of cach other, Conscquently thore was sorious intorfercnce on all

‘nets,

d. Judging by the number of ncw camps found during the land
clearing ops many camps must have boen missed during Op FINNAROO.
In a senrch and destroy op more timo must be allowed i'or deotailed
searches - if nccessary grid square by grid squarc.

Rocommandantions

a. Land clearing ops should be extondod to include the 'Light'
and 'Long Groons'.

b. More time must be allowed battalions when *hoy cre given a
soarch and destroy task if thoy are to cover thc arca zcmpletely.

c. The presont allocation of frequoncies should bo ro-oxamined
80 a8 to allow o biggor gap botwcon froquencics used within the
same unit,

DG Hotop
laj
0C V Coy
€0's Commemts, I oconcur with 0C's comuonts on tiaings. Although

not a part of PINNAROO, tho ocamps ctc found were otviously micsed by the

companies .during that oporaticn,

27
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W Coy
2RAR/NZ(ANZAC)En.
Ly Apr 68

60.15

ZRAR/NZ(ANZAC)Bn, (12)

Infos

0 8¢gn 1 Armd Regt iu;

A 8gn 3 Cav Regt (3

1 RNZIR . .

‘ ¥_COMPANY OPERATION ARALYJIS

8UB UNIT : W Coy

COMMANDER : MaJj P.G.Hotop RNZIR
OPERATION 3 OCOOKTOWN ORCHID IV
DURATION ‘3 4 - 9 Apr 68

1.  QENERAL

&8s, W Coy was undoer comd C 8qn 1 Armd Regt for this operation
and the full Operation Analysis will be gubmitted by C Sqn.
Full details of the op are not included in this report.

be Due to operational committments it has not been possible
for the OC W Coy and the OC C 8qgn to get together to discuss
this oparation. This report covers only the infantry aspects
and is submitted to assist in the compilation of the finsal

report,
2.  QUILINE EEQUENCE OF EVINTS
Rate/Iine Exent Compent

Ol07008 W Ooy mounted on APCs from 3 Tp
; A 8¢gn 3 Cav Regt moved to FSPFB
HERRING (Y8492553). The morning
was spent establishing a night
harbour outside the perimeter
of the FSFB on the North Eastern
\ gorner.

041300~ All officers and senior NCOs- A very necessary period
O41700H - attended a series of lectures by of imstruction.
J "the OC C 8gn on the org, ,

characteristics, enployment and

compunications of the armd sqn,

The remainder of the Coy spent

the afternoon with the tanks on

familiarisation and mov through

open and close country.

041945~  Familiarisation and practice in
oy20L 58 the use of Infra red and White
light eqpt on the tanks.

050800~ W Coy moved in APCs to a live
051031 firing area where the OC C 8qn
- demonstr ated the methods of
Inf/Tk tgt indication. Most
officers and NCOs engaged tgts
using all natures of ammo.

)05133@1.. .o
ANNEY . E
. S 2¥
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Date/mme Event Sooment

051330H The armd sgn/inf coy/APC gp This move served as a
moved to a new base at YSU9954li. 'shakedown' to test comm-
. and practise the ooccu-
pation of an inf/tk/APC
night har, No prodlems
were encountered.,

060730H Op COOKTUNN ORCHID IV commenced. No mines were hit when
1 TpC8m wita 1 P1 W oy ~ tanks cthossed the North-
mounted in APCs moved to their ern gap. Approx 7 - 12
8L at the mincfield at Y8509555. mines were detonated in
2 Tp C 6qn with 2 Pl mcunted in the Southern gap.
APCs moved to thelr BL at Because of the mine
Y8517543. The minefence in both threat inf remained
areas was breeched using cannis= mounted in APCs end
ter, Sqn HQ, Coy HQ, SHQ Tp and followed the tanks,
3 Pl followed on the Northemn Preliminary bombardment
axis. was fired as tanks
orossed the minefield.
There were signs of
many old pits on doth
axis

061 04 5H 1 Tp C Sqn located a camp at
Y8525567 consisting of two
bunkers and a weapon pit. Bome
clothing, fish and rice was
destroyed and ashes in the fire
were still warm. A set of dlack
pyJjamas, scme documents and two
ex books were also located when
the canp was searched by 4 Pl,
6 mine signs were also located
in the camp.

061515H During a clearing patrol round
a har estb at Y§8526559 for 8HQ
and SHQ Tp a possidble camp
complex was located 60 metres .
North of the base., 3 Pl and SHQ
Tp moved into *he area to
" investigate. 3 Pl dismounted
and located a camn for approx
50, Thete were L large bunkers,
3 = L small bunkers and several
" 2 man glit troncheos as well as
cooking ereas. 3 ammo boxes were
. found buried in the bottom of
a 2 man slit trench., These
contained 7.62mm rimless and
rimmed ammo, 3 BAR mags, 2 rain
coats and one surgical mask,

l Tp and 1 P1 located a camp at
Y8535567. The camp had not
been ueged for a long time., The
one remaining bunker in good
condition was destroyed by the
engineers.

0615378 At YS52986¢ 2 Tp it an M16
mine. Wegligible dAamage.

061 525H

. /064630H,...
' . a9

R
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Wm Comment

061630H :

L

071015H

0711008

0715008 -

At YB8532564 the APCs with 1 ¥p The tk was not badly
received 8A auto fire, The fire damaged and was towed
was returned by tanks and APCs, back to the base, It
There were a series of explosions was mobile again the
near the APCs and tanks and one following day. The
APC crew member was slightly damage had been caused
wounded, During a sweep back by a 0.5 in round, Some
through the area of contact by of the explosions may
1 Tp, the reserve fuel tanks of have becn mines but there
one of the tks was hit and were some unexplainable
caught fire, One VC dressed in explosions in front of
black was seen crossing the and behind tks and APCs
treck in front of the tks, which could have been
During the extractién of the RPGs
wounded APCs they were again

engaged by SA fire and there
were two explosions behind the
APCs as they moved out, As the
APCs entered the har area at
Y8526559 there were a further
four single shots from just
gutnide the perimeter of the

ase,

Night har eatb at Y8526559,

1 P1 found two ammo bbdxes ocon- Documents were returned
taining documents on the South- to 2RARANZ.
ern perimeter of the base camp,

1 Tp and 1 Pl remained to Because of the mine threct
otect the base, 2 Tp and SHQ the two tk tps led
with 2 and 3 Pls mounted in forming a hollow square
APCs commenced a sweep towards and the inf mounted in
the kmown en caumps at Y8534568 APCs moved behind the tks.
and Y8531568. The following When a camp was located
camps were scarched during the the inf dismounted after
days passing through the camp.
as At Y8532566 a camp contain- The colm was controlled
ing 5 bunkers and 4 fire trench- by the 0OC C Sgn who

: es with sleeping bays was travelled in a helicopter.
located. 3 M46 mine initiators,

5 CBUs and some old clothing
were found in the area.

be At Y8534569 there was a
further old cam? contiining 1
large bunker 12°'x 10', 4 2 man
bunkers, 2 further bunkers
with connecting crawl trench
and 2 x 2 man fire trenches,
The camp had not been used for
wid months and was 3 - 5 years
old. :
Oe¢ A number of fire trenches
were obgerved throughout the
area, None of these had been
used for al least two years.

1 Pl searched the camp at ]
¥8525560( Just Nopth of the bese
area)and located one M16 mine
and & box conteining black
trousers, a gas mask,2 pleces

of last:[c ,a note book and
mbber thongs for Ho Chi Minh

sendals. . 30 /WIGHSH(GPPI'OR) 'y
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0716458 (Ap;mx) At ¥8530565 one of the tks detonated
& further M6 mine.

0811158 2 Tp and 2 Pl remained to protect the  Method of mov was tho sane
base. 1 Tp, SHQ Tp, 1 and 3 Pl oommenced as previous day.
a reoce in force to the NE of the base.
The following camps were loocated:

y@e Y8535565 = 3 bunkers not in use.

be Y8538567 -~ 4 bunkers, 4 trenchod at
loeast 5 years old. Not used for 6 months.
Ce YS546°T4 = 3 to 4 weapon pits with-
out oho. Vexry old.

4, YS545567 ~ checked two round holes
and one oblong hola. Appeared to bo old
graves whioh had deen dug up in tho last
month.

o, YS8547565 - 3 bunkers and a large @P
destroyed by airstrike. Some o0ld olothe-
ing and shsets of plastic wore found in
the area. Therc wora signs of a large
force having moved through the area
from E to W in the last 3 - 4 months.

£, YS538565 = Soveal old wpn pits =

4 yrs old but not ured for at least 6
months.

g Y8536563 ~ 5 slit trenches partially
filled in.

he Y¥Y8531557 = 3 bunkers and a oooking
avea 4 to 8 moniths old. Fresh tracks

for 3 people heading SE and then SW
found on a track near the camp.

Jo Y¥8529556 - 2 destroyod bunkers,
tumel entrances and 2 wpn pits. Good
OP over paddy to the SW. A set of fresh
tracks heading Noxrth.

090800H 1 and 2 Tp with 2 and 3 P1 moved to
check area to the of base. 1 Tp
moved on soparate axis tc Y3552562. .
The remainder moved in the directiom of
Y8553567. Tho following oamps were

. locateds '
8. Y8537561 =~ 6 bunkers and a oooking on one oomtainor
area. Somo blothing, plastiv bags, (groen) were: '

empty drug bottles and 2 containers PG= 38
for RFG 2 & 7 charges. 3-66-CCT
12-66-2

. bs ¥8548566 ~ There wero li.m of
s further very old oamp,

091100H CS gas was noticed at YS5546566. As one 3 Pl loocated a érum of CS gas
of the APCs threw a drack and required ' to the North of the oolm.
assistance 1 Tp was recalled from tho
SOUTHERN axis as the fitters veh was with
them. 2 and 3 B dismounted and ocontinued
on foot to the East and SE.

0911158 At Y8549566 3 Pl found signs of poople VO oould have been farming
fishing in a borb orater within the these fish.
last 24 hra, There were still many fish
in the pool. At Y8550566 & further drum ‘
of CS gas was looated. .

0911428 . 2 P1 loosted one bunkor and three trenches
« ot Y8546564. It had not bean used for ) '

some years. o /0912008, ... _
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Date/Tige  Event Comment

0912008 At Y8553568 3 P1 found foot prints less

than 24 hrs old. Pors was moving North
on o traok.

0915008 Sqn/Coy Gp commenced move back to tho

3.

4,

Horseshoo and Nui Zat. W Coy's return
was delayod wiien ono of tho APCs lost
its rear idlex.

OF ARATION

a. The presence of mines in tho area dictatod that the infantry had to
remain mountcds The op would have caused casualties had it been done by
infantry alone.

Y. The extent of the damage to the tks was suprising and a few hours of
daylight must be allowed each day for maintenance,

o, In relatively olose country the APCs could move faster than the tanks,
Some difficulty was experieonced by the APCs when travelling in the paths
flattened by the tanks,

d. A Tp of APCs may be able to lift a Coy of inf when they are not carrying
their full eqpt, Even though seots were reduced from 10 to 6 men it was
dmpossidble to fit everypne in the APCs when carrying all their kit, If other
ams e.g. FOs party and engrs are to be att to the ooy additional vehivles
must be provided for them,

e, Without inf on ths ground tanks can not search close ¢ountry in detail.
However if the mission is to recce in force and there is § time limit

imposed which precludes the use of inf alone, then a memted op is acceptable,
The method of search whereby the inf moved back into a.ny camps loocated did
pxove. successful,

£. In spite of the time limit imposed, and the mine threat, it is oonsidered
that the op was successful and boph inf and amd learnt a great deal, The
working relationship estb between W Coy and 3 Tp A Sqn 3 Cav was most pleasing.
The coy had little difficultu working with the tke, ,

a, When other arus are att.to an inf coy for an op additional APCs should
be provided, conn:lderation should be given to the estb of a small pool for
this purpose,

b. Where possible the same coy and the same APC $p should work together.
This saves time during the marrying up phase,

c. When tks are employed the tempo of ops must be governed to allow time
for tk maint each day, POL should be delivered the day before to allow for
refuelling in the evening.

d, At least one day should be allowed for thd marrying up of inf and armour -
before an op rspecially when the tps have not worked together before,

e, If time permits W Coy would like to ocarry out further trg on ops with
3 Tp A Sqn 3 Cav Regt to develop and confirm drills and teohniques,

32
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37 5 CO'S Commonts., I concur with OC'e comments. Truc cooporation
and marrying up is essential. Until all coys of a battalion arc traincd in
tank cooporation, flexibility will bo lost.
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¥ Coy
2RAR/WZ(ANZAC)Bn,
Rui Dat
15 Apr 68
60.15
2RAR/S(ANZAC) . (12)
Infos
0 8qn 1 Armnd Regt
4 8gn 3 Cav Regt
1N 8en
1m_
¥ CQMPANY OPERATION ANALYSIS
SBUSIT.. s+ W Coy
OCOMANDER, ] MP.G.HOtopm
OPERATION s OCOOKTOWN ORCHID V
DURATION ¢ 10 =13 Apr 68
1. SMUENCE QY WVENIS
Date/tiae Event Ecagent
1013008 /s 73 departed W Coy lines with 3 seot Under oomd were:
I3TABE3CarSegt o RVwith 2 Tp  One tp C Sqn 1 Ammd Regt
1 Amd 8qn at Tan Phuoo(0S ¥84558) This One tp A Sqn ) Cav Degt
group then moved direct to the Coy base 2 Combat Engr tesms
area at Y8517542,
1015008 The xemainder of W Ooy, att engrs, emgr Two engr oombat tesms(One
vehs and 3 Tp A 8qn 3 Cav Regt departed being made up of Aslt Pnrs)
W Coy lines. " were att to the Coy.
1016158 .Coy Gp oomplete én bdase 3res., Deploment

-

or oooupgtion of def yoom commenced.
1017300 While a sect of o/s 72 was aoving onto  All members of W Cay were

a knoll to complete the perimeter a woaring stecl helmets and one
soldier tripped a booby trap consisting of the soldiers helmets was
of a trip wire and a grenads, panotured by the gremade, The

soldiers were injured and cvacuated bty shrepnel came to rest against
helicopter, Ingrs cheoked tke¢ ares but the leather headband and no
oould find no further mines or dbooby wound resulted, An interpreter
+ However the seot was withdrewm visited the nearest PP post
fxom the axe-as it oould be covered ty which was only 250 yds from
fire from other pisns. the ooy base but the ocomd

{

\

1100008 OC W Ooy with tk ¢tp oomd and engx offr  Some mined were visible from
ocmmenced detailed recoe of sinefield.,  the
At the smme time the mine mate were
attached to two of the tkes and drivexe /

Yested the eqpt. /001 RNIZIR and 00 40000
4
ANNEY E



37" Dave/Tige Event OScoment '

110800E CO 1 RNZIR and 03 1 Fd Sqn visited the

oontd, . area during olearing ops., While attomt-
ting to got the comd AP0 oh to high ground
8o as to bo able toopbserve the mov of
the tk in the minefield the APC threw a
track, As this took 2 - 3 hours to oxtract,
the tk tp cord decided to guide the mine
cleaxring ti from his own tk which ho pos~
itioned on high ground just outside the
mineficlld fense.

1109158  Engr offribriefed esch tk driver on the
lay out of the minefield and the proposed
mothod of clearing the fisld,

1109300 The first ik cleared the gap previocusly The tk exploded a mmbor of

out in the mine fencea durirg On niner i»: tg‘gz each time it
COOKTOWN ORCHID IV, ofs 72 and 73 mobed  ocrossed ™ previously
in APCa to positiens on high ground used by tks and APCs,

approximatoly 300 netres to *he EAST of
the minefield. o/s 71 vemainad to protect
the Wostern flank,

1109458 The first tk corpleted a2 run dom the Lpproximately 26 mines wome
Western fecnoe and hack v the Eastern detonated 12 going of under
fenca, The tp comd endeavoured to guido the tracks, The damage was
the tank senthat his tracks straddled extensive to toth tracks ard
the nire olusters..This wes only partially roadwheeln, One suspension
successful, The area of tho run was from unit was punotured in a
YS516543 SE to ¥S520542, The tank then number of places, Suspensirn
osme back out through the Westorn gop so rods were also twisted and -
that damage could be aseessed. grease nipples and mits were -

also blown off, ]

1110158 The second tank then oompleted a run Although exact details are
. over the area pravicusly cleared and held by 1 Fd 8qn and C Sqn
there were further detonaiions, A second 1 Ammd Regt, outline damage
oircuit was then oomploted ome tank width was as follows:
inside the previous runs, Although an a. The total No of mines
effort was sado to mive gorg quickly in  expoded was 76. Approx 24
second or tiird zcar the grpund was too of .these went off under the
rough to keop up o constant speed, tanks,
Howover it was noted that more mines b, Approx T2 links of track
- exploded behind the tank vhen travelling had to be replaced, One track
" at 8peed, Aftor the second run the tank being torn almost halfway
oame out of tho hminefield for further through,
inspection. Again the darpge was extensive. o, One suspension unit wac
0C W Coy was not propared to let the tkes pinctured and a mmber of
deturn to the minefield in their present suspensic rods were twisted.
X oondition in case of breskdown or track d, Tén road whecl required
. failure while in tho mineffeld, rophmt. Same were tuckloed,
‘Many grease.nipples and
1111158 00 C Sqn 1 4m 4 Regt arrived by heli- nutll wre blowmn off suspension
copter to irspect the dzipge. He was also systems,
not prerared to put *he tanks back into f., Bins, serials and & gun
the mireficld, sight were dameged.
. 8. Soms radioc eqps was
119308 APCa less one seot retummed to Nul Dat effo0ted by the Blast,
. for anothor task, The thixd sect ferried h, The stesl I beama on tho
of/s Ranc 73 teck to the Yese omp and  mine mats were twisted and one
then also rctumod %o Nui Mat, hdd n 6 inch tear in it,

1114008  Tie two dommged tarks were moved +o an *-, . <.

area of hard géanding at Y5515535 where :

some renairs wewe carriod out, ofs 72 5 8
provided proteotion parties, 1143580 oo0ne

- 35




Date/Ting Event

1114358

1200006

21000H

approx)

1211

1214358

1215008

* 4217158

'1‘30990&

1311308 ‘

Half of each pl/tp were permitted to go
swimming at YS528540, One member of the
Cav tp wes stung by & sting ey and wes
later evacusted on & maintdem helioopter.

o/8 72 estb & cheok point at Y5515538 in
oonjunotion with the two tks whioh were

4

bDeing repaired on the roed. 5 people were )

detained for the leck of ID Oards during
the moming, These were 2ospatched to the
Polioe Station in Lang Phuoo Hai bus
relatives arrived with tho:l.r ID OCaxds mo
they wexre released,

Three M100s (105am SP) arrived to replace
the APCs

Oxders xeceived that the task was not to
be oontinued and that gaps wore to be
closed. Engr Combat teams wexe despatched
with inf, armd and M108 proteetion to
oomplete the task,

At YB507557 l.n ongr mini team located an
M26 gren with an unfamiliar switoh. This
was destroyed by ruming an M108 over it,

(holutmmdmﬂlold er were
killed instantly, A further five were
injured, only one of these being & member
of W Cay. A11 were evaounted by heli.
oopter and all mines lscated were des-

wo

The tp of tanks and o/s 77 and 73 moved
to & new base at Y5507522 where further
maint was oarried out an the tanke as

standing was available.

good haxd

Engrs completed the closing of the gap
and after uplifting Coy HW, o/s 71, M108's
:nd3tbo engineers moved to join o/8 72
A

13.

light wes observed on the Lang Hai
Hills st approximately YS481514. As
friendly tps wexe in the area the light

.oould not be ensaged.

icqopm-am-nncmtho sen,
W Cay Op (minus o/ 71, 3 M106s and 2 Typ)

moved to KV with road omvoy at Y8515535
for retum to Nui Dat,

: J¢

(See AnnexB) The enginecers

were clearing the Western gap
in the minefield at ¥S5509555
with mine detectors prior to
olosing it, The M108s backed
up to tank tmoks made when

tanks and APCs moved through
the gep six days warlier. The
first team from the weh where
the incident coocurred oleared
from the veh Noxth to the gep

-over
ocleaxr South to the next M100,

Yoxry pleasant!

The d omvey waa approximate
=1y 2 hours late and tps did
not retum to Nui Dat until
approx 1545 hre,

A§1m000
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Date/Tine

1313002

3.

4.

Event Comment
G/S 71 undex comd of 2 Tp C Sqn 1 Armd

Regt moved to FSPB GLORIA (Y8 471542)

mounted in the three {108s to prepare

for the olearing op the following day.

AS OPERATT

a. The op was & failure as very fow mines were destroyed and
the task could not be conrleted.

b, Although an effort was made to close the gaps in the minefield
there ap-eared to Le little point in losing mrther rnen a8 the fence
oan be orossed in many places.

0. A few mines were not destroyed by the ta.nkl or ~~i and these

bacame exposed. Only a few of these oould be destroy«d.

BECOMMENDATI ONS

a, Centurion tanks should not be used in the minefi¢id until
oconsiderable stoocks of s-are parts are available and then they oan
only be used if extensive damage is acceptable,

b, It is obvious thot the VC are still nmoving minos in the ares
of the minefield. Every effort should be made to destroy the few
remaining nines bofore the wet season,

0. One -ossible solution would be to first tear the fences
dom using tank dosers and some form of grappling hook from
outside the minefield, Two tanks could then travel sutsile the
minofield dragging o heavy chain between them, Becuuse of the
rough teirain inside the minefield several passes would hxve to be
mode over the same Grea. A olear path could then be cut by dosers
for the rebuilding of the fenoce.

d. If nothing elso can be done, the nines in the ninefield
between iang FPhuoo Hai and Hoi My should be c¢liminated fiist,

Q0's COMMNTS
1 oconcur, In gy opinion this minefield could only be cleared

properly with o machine such as o flail tank. Ad hoo equipments oould be

- dovised but o further study is roquired. The possibility of & curved/roofed

domor blade with additional proteotion on & D8 doser may oe one feasable lolut:l.cn.'
The possibility of 1lifting the mines by hand is in my opinfon dangerous and
would be & leng 8rduous and fxusirating o-eration

>




JOOBY TRAP REPORT REPORT
¥ Soy 2RAR/NZ(ANZAC)En, 1 ATF. 101738 (Apx) 18 517 542
(Undt) , (Date/Tine Gp) (Location)

HOW DETECTED Detopation  TYPE EXPLOSIVE' CGgenade ORIGIN OF MABUPACIVEE TS

SIRE OF GEARGE O - 10 1be TYPE FIKING IRVICE Pull Release
LAST FRINNILY PASSMIR Oyer two deys OIV IN AREA NQUFFERENT TYPE VEH N/A

EXTENT OF DAMAGE  J/A TOTAL CASUALTIES 3 WIA
CASUALTY DATA: Man %o.1 - ¥IA Hands/Ams. No body ammour

Man No.2 - WIL Hands/Ams. No body ammour
" Man No.3 -~ WIA Upper Toxso, Abdomen/Groin. No body armour

Sketoh of device, wires etc, and their relationship to ground level.

iFr

" Sketoh indicating loocation of device in relation to personnel, terrein, T-M
features, ; :

)

L
M
%Pr- E‘
N N Lowy Scpud
16> AND £ PmMowns \” \ In:
| s
| |

2 d

VO waming indicators in area NIL
Has this ares been mined frequently? YES
Yas Ml.u'u. likely tord.ninc‘_? Yes, VC and PF bave both used mines in axres.

Subsi tted by: P.G.Hotop Maj. W Coy ZRAR/NZ(ANZAC)En, -

Avoex A s Weoy
OpLrAT IOOAL AoALYSIS

15 Rer 3. ¥y
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w \-‘ '.‘1-.-.‘.,.... -
LE - - --"-i-‘

Mt Doty \

Amet B to W Coy Operational
Agalysis dated 15 Apr 68

MINR EEFORE . .
¥ Coy 2RARAZ(ANZAG)Rn. 1 ATP 121435 (Apr) 18 509555
(Unit) (Date/Time Gp) (Looation)

HOW DETECTED Detonation TYPE EXPLOSIVE Mine ORICIN OF KAMUFACIURE US
SIZE OF CEARGE 0 - 10 lbe TYPE FIRING IEVICE Pressure

LAST FRIENILY PASSAGE Over 2 days OIV IN AREA Ipdifferent TYPE VEH M{08
EXTENT OF DAMAGE 41 TOTAL CASUALTTES 2 KIA, 5 WIA

CASUALTY DATA: Man No.1 - KIA Majoxr injury loos Head/Neck. No trdy axmoux.

Man No.2 - KIA Major injury loos Head/Neck. Body axmour.
Man ¥o.3 - m Foot/Logn . No body ammour.
Man No.4 - WIA Jeet/Legs No body ammour.
- Man No.5 « WIA Upper Toxso No body ammour.
Man No.6 - WIA Hesd/Neck No body armour.
Man No.7 - WIA

REMARKS: Mine detomated by engr while clearing the approaches to & minefield gap.

Mine had been laid in tank txecks,

Sketoh indicating location of device ih relation to persomnel, terrein, mammsde
features.

,' "ﬁm\t
LS \%N.vs

‘ -";f h“"l
es( F’j \ s
n'* 'i Gog Cubees

'-n\

Has thia ares been mined frequently?

Was this & likely ares for mining? Yes, puodlix.dIVlﬁru.rbyﬂhmdAPG.

Subad tted tys P.G.Hotop u .W Coy 2RAR/NZ(ANZAC)En,
powex B G W eceoy =

OpLrATIONAI POAIY EYL 1

DATL) 05 Apr GY
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NUI DAT

16 Apr 68

60.15

MARNZ(ANZAC) M. (12)

Infot :

1 IR
¥_COMPANY OPERATION AMALYSTS

SUD UNIT + W Coy (=)

OORUNYER: Maj P.G.Botop RNZIR

OPERATION s oomomz A

IURATION ¢ 14 Apr 68 ‘

1. SEGEENCE OF EVENTS

Die/Npge Bvent Comment

1406558  Departed ¥ Ooy lines in APOs and TCVa for 1 Tp A Sqn 3 Oav Regt provided
oordgn and sweep of the villages of Zm.moﬂumpltorﬂmop
I Hoi Y8503556) and Ap Lo Gom o/s 74) was made up of members
(Y8512544). OC of Det 1 Div Int Unit, of Alat Pnr Pl and Anti.tank Pl
Dai Wee, interpreters and members of the This F1 was commanded hy the
Dv Int Uni¢ were upliféed en route, RSO (also & New Zsalander).

! Tvo Combat Engr teams were also
under comd for the op.

14081086  Coxdon estd Yy o/8 T2 round Lo Gom. A
2oad block was also estadblished on Route
44 at the Southem end of the village.

411 APCs then moved back to o/# 73 to As there were known t0 de mines
assist in the coxdon of Hoi My. A further round Hoi Iy all txoops remained
road block was estd North of Hoi My, Coy mounted until the areas had been
HY oestd the soreening centre and a checked,
holddsig oage for suspects,

14082E  o/s 74 oommenced the sweep of Lo Gon Intexrpreters used & loud hailer
frem the Bouth,, ) : to tell the villagers where to

‘o-

141000K Initial sweep of Lo Gom completed. 158
males and 203 females were soreensd. S 4 of the suspeots were pointed
suspects, 2 dmft dodgers and 1 refugee out by Hoi Chans and the fifth
wore detained, The National Polioce also was on the Hack list.
detadned one suspeot. )

1410100 8 T4 commenced sweep of Hoi My from the
oxrth. o/s 72 carried out 8 quiok search
of all houses in Lo Gom. : ,

1410258  o/p 72 looated one M16 mine, 1 CNU, 2  The house ws oheoked by Div
peire of hoockey boots and two 01d ammo Int Unit pers and the owmors
hoxes in a house on the NE edge of Lo Gom.were looated and questioned.

&3 . The CIU was destrayed.

1410 2 APCs ohased & mAle sho broke out of the This male was detained as o

udmmlﬁhmﬂ'm«lm suspeot.

/141035K, ...,



Inte/Time Bvent Somment

1410352  As & suspect wos knom to 1iwe in & house
at Y8511546 this house was seaxched in
detail, The suspeot was & tailoress tut
inoluded in a'measurements’book was the
neme of at least one mom YC, The book
and some photogzephs were oonfisocated.

1411008  Initial sweep of Hoi My cospleted by o/s
74, o/s 73 then commenced & further seaxch
of all houses, 4 blood stained hat was
found in one house which the interpreter
thought was & VO hat, A detailed sedxoh
‘of the house was oarried out nothing
further was found,

1413008 Initiql soreening was oompleted. 447
females and 292 males were soxesnsd
(total 739 sdults). Detainees were shen
‘resoreened and some were releAsed, Final
figures were:

17 Suspects (14 female and 3} males
. 611 oonfimed bty Hol
Chans).
1 Draft dodger
7 Suspeots were almo detained by
the National Polioe. Suspects wexe handed over to
Dat Do Sud Seotor.

1413458 Convoy departed for Mui Dat,

2. ASEESOENT OF OPERMIION
&, ‘nﬁ&q this operation was mounted at short notice and only a vexy
sinple soreening centre established, the results wexe quite good,

b, It was obvious that the Div Int P1 had completed their'homewoxk' before
the op and knew exactly wvhat they were looking for. There were approximately
95. nemes .on their ‘wanted! 1list,

0. APCs axe ideal for deplaying & coxdon quiockly.

d. Due to lack of pers and insufficient briefing some people who had not
been moreened almost mansged to mingle with those who had been soreensd.

).  EECOCENDATIONS
8. A representative from the Det Div Int Unit should attend the oomds O Gp,

b  The briefing of all troops working in the soreening ares sust be detailed.
They aust all understand the system deing used by the Int F1 and their exsot

4 's QUENTS

I conour with compony commander, A quiokly initiated or smop
coxdon and search of & known area will generally produce more positive results
compored to the more oumborscme highly organised operations,

4
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