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; a DEPARTHENT OF THE ARMY
HRADQUARTERS 97TH MILITARY POLICE BATTALION
APO US Forces 96312

AVBGP-J 13 May 1968 °

T T o "
L ha
-

SUBJECT: Operational Report of 97th Military Police Battalion for Per-
iod Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)
Ly
R SKE DISTRIBUTION
i
1. Section 1, Opersationss Signiticant Activities.

a. Mission: The Commanding Officer, 97th Military Polics Battalion,
provides Military Police direct support and Provost Marshal type scrvices
in II Corps Tectical Zons South to Sub Area Cormanders, Tactical Unit Com-—

i nanders, commanders without Military Police assigned support and others as
i directed by the Commanding Officer, 16th Military Police Group, utilising
personnel and oquipmont resources assigned and/or attached to the 97th Mil-
itery Police Battalion. The missions below are listed in order of prior-
ities used to fulfill commitmenta assigned to the unit:
f (1) Support of tactical operations.
7 (2) Evacuation of PW and control of FW's in US custody.
' (3) Spocialised physical security measures critical to accomplish-
nent of combat operations.
E (4) Discipline, lav and order,
(5) Physical security messures for sensitive installations and
Qlassifisd material.
b. Organigation: (See Inclosure 1)
o. Kay Personnel Assizmments snd Depariures:
i (1) Aseigmentss
(2) LIC Robert Reinks, Mn C0,-97th MP Bn; PM II CTZ South,
(b) 1LT Jercme S. McAfes, D/51st Inf, 1 March 1968,
' FoR OT RO (c) 11T Joffrey W. Milson, D/51at Inf, 23 March 1968,
6B210d> (d) 1LT Ernest J. Wallace Jr, C/54th Inf, 1 April 1965,
; e e .. .-
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AVIOP-Y 13 Wy 1968
SURTECT: Operatiomal Report of 97th Military Poljce Battalion for Per
i0d Inding 30 April 1968, RC8 CSPOR65 (R1)
(o) 1LY Gregory M. Dunn, Asst S-2/3, 24 April 1968,
(£) 21T Dvight E. Rottenberg, G/54th Inf, 15 Pel:uary 1968,
(g) ®8/1SG Bdward ¥, Smith, 630th NP Co, 23 February 1968,
(2) Departurse:

(a) LTC William C. Delapp IIT, 00 97¢h MP Bn, PM II CTZ
South, deceased, 8 March 1968,

(b) LTC Exrneat E. Talbot, 0O 178th MP Det (PM), to Ft Mey-
o, Virdnh.

(¢) MAY John J, Flood, PM CRBSAC, to PM Hue-Phu Bal, RVN,
(d) 1LT Juergen H. Parpart, Asat S-2/3, to USATC, Ft Levis,

(e) 1LT Wlliam S, Strong, D/51st Inf, to Ft Hood, Texas.

" (£) 1LT Richard A, O'Neill, 218th MP Co, to Co B, S04th
Bn.

(¢) 1LT William J, Janous, C/54th Inf, to Infantry School,
I Bemning, Georgia.

(k) 1LT Louis Cook, D/51st Inf, to Pt Carson, Colorado,
(1) 1IT Robert Houndsaville, C/5ith Inf, to 1st Cav Division,
(§) E8/1SG Tommy Reasons, 218th MP Co, Medevac to CONUS.
(x) 28/1SG John McSparrom, C/54th Inf, to ETS.,
4. Personnsl, Morale apd Welforas
(1) The avorage daily strength during February was §86, March
, end April §51. This compares with an authorized total strength of
pfficers, NCO's and EM,

(2) Morslo remains high as evidencod by 17 voluntary oxtensions
of overseaa tours,

(3) Perticipation in Savings Bond Program is §1% and Soldier's
and Sailor's Doposit 368,
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AVBGP-J - 13 Way 1968
7 SUBJICT: Operational Report of 97th Military Police Battalion for Per-
4 f0d Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSPOR-65 (R1)
(4) Awards and Decorationss
(a) Silver Star: 2

(b) Bronzo Star (Valor):s §

CopgmTTTTE

' (o) Bronszo Star (Merit):s 12
(d) Amy Commendation Medal w/"V" Davice: 2

s s s
-

4 {e) Army Commondation Medal (Merit)s 27
(£) Purple Heart:s 11

(¢) 18th MP Bdo Certificate of Achievamont: 2
{(5) Disciplinary Actiont

(a) Spacial Courts Martials 2

(b) Swmary Courts Martial: 4

(e) Articlo 151 64

(6) A1l RAR allocutions received during tho roporting period
vere utiliszed,

(7) Civic Action:

(a) The major offort of the Mattalion's Civic Action Pro-
during the reporting period has been directed towards aid to refugees
axd victims of the "TET" aggression., During this pericd the following wes
Aonateds

1. 720 pounds of foodsiuffs to orphanages at Ba Ngoi
and qumn‘, consisting of cereal, flour, fruit, potacoes, rice, cake,
and candy.

2, $15,962 VN contributed to the Cam Ranh Bay "TET®
Relief Pund. Money wz3 obtained through voluntary contributions from
wembers of the Battalion.

3. 300 pounds of soap and confort items, 1,e,, cloth-
ing, sto., was contributed to Tan An Hamlet near Phan Rang by members of
the Mattalion,

4. Yinety (90) gallons of gasoline, fifty-five (55)

gallons diesel and fifty<five (55) galions of cil and lubricante were
contributed to National Police during the "TET" pericd.

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 3
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AVBOF=y 13 My 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 97th Military Police Battalion for Per-
iod Inding 30 Apri) 968, RCS CSPOR-65 (R1)

(b) The 218th Military Police Company requested and re-
osived two single Nationmal Policemen to live with the unit at Camp Me-
Dermott, Mha Treng., These policemen live and work with the Military
Police, and their presence and friendship with the men of the 218th MP
Company vill make & lasting contributicn to US/VN relationships.

(8) Selft-Help:

(s) Complete renowtion and painting of the Battalion Head-
quarters vas completed on 4 April 1968,

(b) Company supply rocms were remcved from troop billets
snd placed in Wabtoo tents to provide more living lp‘c. for the men, Unit
ATRS rooms were constructed in the orderly romm quonseis to p:ovidc better
security for weapons and add additional troop living space in the barracks
arsas vhere the arms rooas vere formerly loocated.

(¢) Unit day rooms were remodled and partitionsd to provide
separate TV, Writing ard Gano Rooms,

(d) Work was startod to remodol a quonset hut locatod across
frem Battalion Headquartors into a BOQ for company commanders and staff,
Tho centralised BOQ at Cam Ranh Bay is located too great a distance from
the Battalion area to allow rapid rosponsc by the commandors and staff in
emargency pituations, The quartoring of commanders and staff in tho Bat~
talion area will decroasa tho roaction time of units of the Battalion lo-
cated at Cam Ranh My,

Intellizence apd Countor-Intelligoncot

(1) Countor-intalligonce inspections wore conductod at this head-
quartars and at all of its subordinato units during the reporting period.

(2) No administrative socurity violations ocourred within this
hesdquartors,

(3) 1Intolligenca Spot Roports procossed: 93
(4) Security Actions procossed:
(a) Socrot cloarances validated: O
(b) Confidential cleararces grantcl: 4
(c) Crypto Access clearances grantcd: 5

(d) Remuasks for clearance initiated: 11

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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AVBar-J 13 Mey 1968
SUWXCT: Operational Report of 97th Military Police Battalion for Perw
iod Bnding 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

-

(5) Intelligence is collected frcm the following sourcess
(a) Intelligence Spot Reports from subordinate units.
(b) Intelligence Summaries from higher headquarters.
(c) MACV Advisor Teams on QL #1 from Phan Rang to Fhu Hiep.

(d) Weekly intclligence briafing conductod by Cam Ranh Bay
Support Command,

f. FElags, Operations and Training:

(1) This Battalion was engaged in nire (9) days of combat opera-
tions during the period 31 January to 8 February 1968 and was engaged in
eighty-one &1) days of normal operations and iraining. Zero days move-
men’ was expsrienced by this headquarters,

(a) During the period 29 Januery to 8 Fobruary 1968 elements
of the 97th Military Police Battalion participated in combat actions dur-
ing the ®TET" aggression (Sea Inclosure Z),

(Y) Tho 218th Militsry Policc Company moved its headquarters
and two platoons to Nha Trang to replace A/504th MP Bn on 29 Fobruary 1968,
Ono squad, 218th MP Co, stationed in Dalat, and ono squad, 218th MP Cos
stationed in Ban Me Thout, wore withdrawn from thoso locations on 29 Fob-
ruary 1968 and 14 March 1968, respectively, to join company heedquartors
in Nha Trang, Ono platoon from 218th MP Co assumcd the mission of one
platoon 4/504th MP Bn in Phu Hiop on 1 April 1968,

(¢) The 630th Military Police Company assumod tho rosponsi-
rQity to furnish one squad of Milltary Police at Dalat to replaco the
tquad of tho 218th MP Co which wes withdrawn. Squad of 218th MP Company
in Ban Me Thout was replacod by a squad from B/504th MP Bn in a roalign-
ment of Battalion areas cf responsibility. Tho 504th MP Bn assumod rospon-
#ibility for the west and northwost protions of II CTZ, and the 97th MP
Bn assumod responsibilii for the south and southoast portions of II CTZ.

(d) The Bettalion utilized five (5) armored 1/4 ton trucks
and fiftoon (15) mon to assist convoys resupplying Bon Mo Thout from 17
to 23 February and 15 to 23 Mexrch 1968, Theso corvoys were combined ven-
tures held in conjunction with the opening of QL #21 by ROX and ARVN Xor-
cos, The Buttalion supplied four (4) armored jor»s por convoy and ore {1)

armorod joep at Duc My for treffic control during ontirc oporating per~
iods.

5
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AVDAr-J 13 Moy 1968
SUNKT: Operational Roport of 97th Militery Polico Battalion for Per«
1od Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

(¢) On 19 Fetruary 1968 the 178th Military Police Detach~
nent vas asaigned to the 97th Military Police Battalion. The Battalion
Commander of the 97th MP Bn thus became the Coemanding Offiocer of the
178th MNP Det and Provost Marshal of II CTZ South., The principle advan-
tage of the Comsander/Provost Marshal concept lies in the opportunity
for the Commander to control all availakle resources. These resources
may then be exployed according to deduced and/or sstablished priorities
that provids the best organization of Military Police services for the
ocamand. This concept enables the rapid shift of resources to meet lo-
oAl emargencics and requirements on a selective and priority basis, thus
providing for a timely, maxdmm Military Police effort at oritical loca~
ilous, In this connection, a major function is the close and oontinuous
lisison with supported commandera, inatallations and activities,

(£) LTC William C, Delapp III, Battslion Coemander/Provost
Harsha), II CTZ South, was killed on 8 March 1968 in Fhu Hiep, while on
an ingpeation tour in his oapacity as Provost Marshal, II CTZ South, LTC
Delapp was obcorving 81pm mortar fire directed at suspected enemy elemerts
by the 5/27th Artillery, Phu Hisp, Three rounds were fired -~ one illuminat-
ing found end two rounds to settles the base plate of the mortar, The
thixd round landed 520 meters short of the target aros, str near the
vioinity of LIC Delapp, LTC House (5/27th Artyrmd CW Boguckd (5/27th
Arty). LIC Delapp was pronounced dead at the 91at Evac Hospital (SMBC),
Tuy Hos, as a result of schrapnel wounds to the neck,

LIC Robert Reinke azsumed command of the 97th Military Police Battal-
ion on 11 March 1968,

(2) On 8 April 1968 one squad of Military Policemen from
the 218th Military Police Comnany participated in a combined cordon and
search operation in Phu Hiop. This move was implemented to reduce black
marketing and to detain suspectad Viet Cong in the area, In addition to
being a physical measure taken agsinat black marketeers and Viet Cong,
the cperation had a psychological impact on the local populaiion, dem~
onstrating US/VN cooperation and interest in the security of Phu Hiep.

(h) The 630th Military Police Company providoed an addition-
8l fow: (4) MP's and two (2) vohicles for socurity at the opening of My
Ca Bridge on 17 April 1968,

(1) On 25 April 1968 a warning ordor was roceived to move
one platoon of C/54th Infantry to assume responsibility for the Ammuni-
tion Supply Point in Pleilku. The platoon closoc in Pleiku at 2230 hrs,
27 April 1968, The platoon is atiached to Company B, 504th MP Bn for
administrative and logistical support.

6 .
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AVBGP-J 13 May 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 97th Military Polico Battalion for Pore
iod Ending 30 April 1968, RuS CSFOR-65 (R1)

m(ai) During tho roporting poriod the Battalion susteined
two operational fatalitios, FPFC Nagy was killed whon a command deto-
nated mino wes exploded undor tho convoy eoscort vohiclo ho wes driving.
PIC Nagy was killcd instantly, with tho othor iwo porsonnol in the vehi-
cle rogoiving third dogroo burns ovor 35 per cont of thoir todies. PFC
Cafrelli was killcd on a routino patrol whon his vohiclo ovorturned at
Can Ranh Bay,
(2) Sorious Incidonts Roports processnd: 223
(3) Convoys Escortod: 85
(2) huxber of MP man-~dayz expended: 1236
(t) Average nunmber of km's per convoy: 318
(¢) Averezgs mmbor of MP vehicles used: 2,13
(4) Detainens and FW's Escorted:
() MNumber of detaineecs proceased: 108
(b) Number of Fi's evacuated: 54
(¢) Mumber of man-days utilized in PW cscorts: 84
(5) Mumber of joint patrols and checkpoints in operation: 24
g Soxpunications Activitioes:

(1) Number of mossages processed: 108

(2) On 5 Merch 1968 the &9th signal Battaiion, from vhom the
97th MP Bn had hand rec2ipted its RTT, requested and obtained the re-
turn of their ANGR/46. On 20 March 1968 the 97th MP Bn was hand receipt-
od an ANGR//6 from Cam Ranh Bay Depot to replace the RTT that was retwn-
od to the (3th Signal Enttalion,

h. lLogistics and Maiptemapce: Totul equipment mileage for report-

-ing period was 450,332 miles.

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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AVIOP-J 13 May 1968
SUNECT: Opepational Report of §7th Military Police Mttalion for Per-
104 Mding 30 {prid 1968, RCS CSPOR-65 (R1)

2, dacilon 2. Iesecns Lesrned: Cosmander's Obesrvatdons. Eveluations,
and Recommenda tions.
A, Psrsonnelt None
. by Operations:

(1) Comnications vith Comvoy Egcorts .

(a) OBSERVATION. Because of the excecsive distances in-
volved, Battalion Headquarters oannot maintain communications with units
esoorting convoys, The avarage oue way distance traveled on convoy es~
oorts is 156 km (318 Joz round trip), which is well beyond the renge of
the radios aasigned to the Battaliom. Current procedure is that the Mil-
itary Police escort will be prcvided the frequency and call signs by the
unit dedng supported, RBecause of the number of convoys the Btialion em-
oorts, it is normal to have thres different convoy escorts cperating at
the same time on thres frequencies and an equal number of call signs. Af-
ter departure from the home station, all commnications between Battalion
Headquarters and the escort is lost,

(b) EVALUATION. OConvoys operating on QL 1, 11 and 21 are
vithin oparating radio rengs with MACV Advisor teams stationed along
their routes. Though each sector operater on a different frequency, the
toans 22 2hle to commmicate with their adjacent sectors. The obtaining
of the frequencies of tha NACV Toams allows commmicaticns through relay
thr ut II Corps Tactical Zone that can be used hy MP!'s on convoy es~-
cort o Contact has beea made by the 97th MP Bn with the Advisor Teams,
and frequencies have been aoxchanged between the advisors and the Military
Police, allowing communication: along the convoy routes in the event of
any emergency or hostilo action.

(¢) REOMIENDATION. Rooommend that units conducting sim-
1lar typs operations cortact MAGV Advisor Teams along their frequontly
traveled routes and ostablish a rapport with thosc toams, BEach patrol and
convoy escort should havo &vailable to it the froquencics and call signs
of dust off, gun chips. aros PM's and all MACV \dvisor Teams located with-
in their arocas of oporztionsa,

(2) ilizstion of Personnel 4n 1B MOS in MP Pattaliops

(a) OBSILRVATION, Infantrymon assignod to tho Battalion are
socured primarily from hospital channols after having sorved in an infantry

“"FOR OFFICIAL TSE ONLY
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AVBar-J 13 May 1968
SUBJECT: Oporational Roport cf 97th Military Polico Bettalion for Por-
iod Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

1ino unit, Thoso porsonncl must perform atatic security duty, which
has little rolationship to their former duties and requirements, The
mainterance of high morale under these circumstances is extremoely dif-
ficult, since the men fesl that tho atandards of a spit and polish com-
bat support branch (Military Police) are being imposed on infantrymen,
vhom are combat troops, This, added to the fact that they feol that
the MP!a get the glamourous jobs while they work the dull, monotonous
stationary guard posts, adds to the resentment of the infantryman,

(b) EVALUATION. A suocesaful attempt haa been made to
integrate the infantrymen of the Battalion with the Military Policemon
on as many occasions as possible, The vehicle used to offect this ap-
proach is convoy escorts, Infantrymen are employed as machine gunnors
on convcy eacorts at avery opportunity, The results of this program
have been threo-fold., First, the infantrymon are working with the Mil-
itary Police, which dovolops comradoship detween members of two dissim-
ilar undts working togother for a common gorl. Sacondly, infantrymon
are eager to volunteor as gunners on convoys and do so at overy oppor-
tunity, lastly, tho utilization of two infantrymon and four MP's on
the average escort makcs additional Military Policomon aveilable to por~
form on special commiimonts and those commitments thet sccurity guards
are unablo to parform.

(c) RECOMMENDATION, Rocommond that other units experionc-
ing the condition as oxprossod abovo considor integration of Infantry
personnol into activitiecs which would allow tham to work closer with tho
Military Polico.

(3) Additional Armor Plating for 1/4 Ton Trucks

(a) OBSERVATION, This organization has cxporionced dif-
ficulty in sccuring armor kits to hardon its 1/4 ton trucks that aro used
on convoy cscorts and highway patrols. Whilo kits may bo fabricatod from
2 1/2 ton truck hardoning kits, sovoral arcas of tho truck aro loft ex-
posod, tho most notablo of wiich is tho gas tank, Explosion of & command
detonated mine under th: gas tank will cause the gas tank to rupture and
the gas to turn, as ocv.red to a truck of this Battalion on 22 March 1968,
resulting in one man killed and two men receiving third degree burns over
35% of their bodiass.

(b) EVALUATION. Bolting of a piecs of ermor piating 1o
the fender carriage of the vehicle will deflect the blast away from the
gas tonk and absorb tha majority of the heat tha" accompanies the blast,
Though the blast will sear the bolts cn the plating, the presence of the
plating will greatly reduce the probability of a fire and absorb the ma-
Jority of thu blast and schrapnel.

9
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AVBGY-J 13 May 1968
STWJECT: Operational Report of 97th Military Police Mattalion for Per-
10d Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSYOR-65 (R1)

(6) RECOMMENDATIGN, Reccrmend that additional armor
plating be added under the ges tank, Additicnal locations for place-
nent of armor plating are the back of the driver and passenger seats
and the passenger floor board.

¢+ Training:t None

- d, Intelligence: None

e. logistice: None

£, Organisationt None /

2 Incl
1. Organigational
Chart

2, TET Hoatilitles

DISTRIBUTION:

2 - Co-;x‘}d; in Chief, United Statec Army, Pacific, ATIN: GPOP-DT,
APO 965

)= Go-!gding Genoral, United States Army, Vietram, ATTN: AVAGC-DST,
AP0 96375

5 ~ Commanding Officer, 16th Military Police Group, ATIN: AVBGF-B, APO

10

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

‘,eb AVBGF (15 May 68) 1st Ind .
AN SUBJECT: Operational Reports - Lessons Learned for the Juarterly Period
S Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (97th MP Bn, W-FNV-AA)

i DA, Headquarters, 16th Military Police Group, APO 96240

L TO1 Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
o Army, (ACSFOR, DA), Washington, D.C. 20310

e Commanding General, 18th Military Police Brigade, ATTN: AVBGC,

' AP0 96491

S 1. (U) The Operatimal Reports for the Quarterly Period Ending 30 April
A 1968, from the 97th Military Police Battalion, APO 96312, is inclosed.

- 2. (FOUO) This command considers the report adequate, The following
i L commente refer to parts of the report as indicated:

JE a, This headquarterrs <oncurs with the observation, evaluation and
¥ recommendation made in Section 2, para b (1). All elemsnts of the
comeand have implemented the recommendation of the 97th Military Police

Battalion. As a result, military police patrols and convoy escorts
{ lave increased their capability in providing responsive suppozt to the
i highway usex,

T

» b, Thls headquarters concurs with the observation, evaluation and
! recommendation made in Section 2, para b (2). 'The utilization of
: sanigned infantry personnel on convoy duty serves as a field expedient
measure which can be utilized to overcome a shortage of military police-
; men, This measure serves to give a hattelion of this type a greater
E : degres of flexibility with respect to its resources, ‘The 97th lilitary
i

ct

Police Battalion, with its two military police companies, is restricted
in its military police resources. This command has givion the 97th
Military Police Battalion permission to £1ill the machine gunner posi-
tion on convoy escorta with their assigned infantry personnel,

! ¢. This cormand concurs with the observation, evaluation and
! recommendation made in Section 2, para b (%), The 97th Military Police
% Battalion is currently modifying existing armored ! ton tiucks as
: recomnended, In addition, this modificaticen program has been expunded
to include all elements of this command. The use of armored } ton
. “trucks is an interim measure pending issue to the 18th Military Police
y  Brigade of the V-100 armored car which has been proven in the field
far superior to the armored % ton truck.

JOHN D, SHENKLIN
Colonel, MPC
Commanding

DISTRIBULION:
2 cy - ACSFOR, DA /l
1'cy - CG, 18th MP Bde

- | FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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AYBOO (13 May 68) 2md Ind '
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons learned for the Quarterly Period
Ending 30 April 1968, ROS CSYOR - 65 (R1)

DA, HRADQUARTERS, 18TH MILITARY POLICE HRIGAIE, APO 96491 38 JUN 1988

T0: C Gsneral, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHOC-DST,
APO 9637

1. Meference item oconoerning communications with convoy escorts, Section II,
page 8 and pare 2a, lst Indt Conour with recommendation and lst Ind. This
inforsation will be furnished to subordinate units of this command.

2, Meference item conoerning utiligation of personnsl in 11B MOS in Military
Palioce Battalions, Seotion IX, page 8 and para 2b, lst Ind: Concur with
recormsndation and 1st Ind. This infarmation will be forwardei to other
battalions assigned infantry companies.

3. Msfersnce item concerning additional armor plating for ¥ ton truck,
Section II, page 9 and pars 20, lst Inds Concur with redommsndation and
lat Ind. The MTOE Standardisation submitted to USARV, 19 Oct 47, included
13 19-370 MP Companies. Also, 18 armor kits (% ton trucks) wers requested
for each of these companies.

FOR THE COMMANTRR:

Jo W. MITCRELL
crr, AQC
Asst Adjutant

1R
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AVHGC-DST (13 May 68) 3d Ind CPT Arnold/hga/LBN L4E5
SUBJECT: Operational .Report of 97th Military Police Battalion for

Period Ending 0 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)
HEADQUARTERS,, UNITED STATSS ARY, VIETHAK, APO San Francisco 96375 g, . 50

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATIN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-lessons Learmed
for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1968 from Headquarters, 97th
Military Police Battalion as indorsed.

2, Concur with report as submitted,

(}OQJ@@ZD

FOR THE COMMANDER:

JORN v. GETCH
Copy furnished “Cl"lda, AGC =
Sopy : tant
HQ, 18th MP Bde ot Adjutant Gemerw

HQ, 97th MP Bn
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CPOP-DT (13 May 68) 4th Ind
SUBJECT: Operatiemal Repery of MQ, 97th MP Bu for Period Rmding
30 April 1968, RCS CSYOR-65 (R1)

I, US Army, Pacific, APO San Frameisco 96558 3 7 JUN 1368

T0: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Arwy, Washingtom, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report znd forwarding imdorse-
ments and concurs in the repoct as imdorsed.

Qa0 imt—

CL. SHORT
o, ACGC
At AG

FOR TEE COMMAMDER IN CHIRF:

I
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1. QAN RAMH BAYt At 0230 hrs, 30 January 1968, information was received
that the air bese at Dong Pe Thin wes under mortar attack. 411 posts op-
erating on the mainiand were reinforced with additional personnel and auto-
matio weapons, A% 0530 hrs this headquarters was notified that thers vas
fighting in Nha Yrang and throughout the major cities of South Vietnam.

A request for additional amminition was received from CPT Hadlock, Co A,
504th MP Bn at 0930 hrs. At 0945 hrs MAJ MacDornuell (S-3, 16th MP Gp)
notified this headquarters to have the 218th MP Co assemble one platoon
vith oombat equipment for movement to Nha Trang, on order of Commanding
Officer, 16th MP Group. LT Blankenship (00, 218th MP Co) and one platoon *
of the 218th MP Co was airlifted in serial to Noa Trang with the addition-
al omunition requested by Co A, 504th MP Bn., At 1700 hrs this hoadguar-
ters recoived & roport from Dalat that all wes quist. At 0500 hrs 31 Jan-
uvary 1968 & reported squad of VC had landed at Cam Ranh Bay and was occu-
pring caves near Alaska Barge and Transport Co. A platoon of Infantry end
MP was dispatched under the cormand of LT Cook, D/51st Infantry. A twelve
hour search of the area met with negative results. At 1300 hrs throe ar-
mored jeepa were dispatchel to Cam Ranh City to oporate road blocks with
National Police and ARVN Forcos.,

In the early morning of 3 February 1966, the Military Police socurity
guard at the transformer site apotted a svimmor coming ashore near his
post, Tho awinmor disappoared into a rocky grove, and a scarch of the
area mot with negative rosults.

il e

At 030 hrs, SP, Kover, Dalat Dotachmont, notifiod the Battalion that
the Dalat Detachmont was undor attack from heavy avtomatic woapons firo
and that thoy had notified MACY,

On 3 February 1968 a roquost was roceived from the MP Detaohmont in
Dalat and from 16th Militery Police Group in Nhe Trang for ammnition -
10,000 rds 7.62 and 300 rds /Omm woro sont to Dalat; 24,000 rds 7.62 1link,
44,000 rds 7,62, 720 rds 40mn, 200 M-26 gronados, and 360 Whito Star Clus-
2 ters woro sont to Nha Trang. A% 1700 hras 3 February 1968, this hoadquar-
1 tors roceivod a& reoquost from tho mayor of Cam Ranh Villago for four (4)
two man patrols to work with National Pclice, Tho Battalion was ablo to
provide two of tho patrols rcquestod,

On 4 Fobrusry 1968 *wo mon and 10,000 rds 7.62 were sent to Dalat to
replace the casunlties sand supplies lost or expended by the aquad in Da- -
lat,

2. NHA TRANG: On 29 January 1968, at approximately 1400 hrs, information
wvas received from inteiligence sources that a large enemy force was ex-
pected to move on the city of Nha Trang later that night. This informa-
tion was apparently received from a reliable source in or near the city
of Nha Trang. During the aftexnoon and evening of 29 January 1968, ele-
ments of the enemy force apparently infiltrated into the city, but no
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Sotion waa observed through 2/00 hrs that day. At aprroximately 0160 .
hrs 30 Jupuary 1968, the ceniral Canh Sat headquarters located in Canh
Sat Cirole in downtown Mhs Trang was token undor fire by an undetermined
number of enemy, During this fire fight, two MP patrols consisting of
oight men on regular patrol wont to the aasistanco of the Canh Sats and
at the oomplotion of the fire fight, threo onemy woro known dead and an
undeternined number had oacapod the scens, From this point until approx-
imately 0400 hrs, numorous sniping imcidonts took placo throughout the
oity, mainly centered in or around tho train dopot, main bus station,

and at soveral of tho convents throughout ¥ha Trang. During tho poriod
4t those sporadioc incidonts, & large cnemy force consisting of thirty to
forty NVA and Viot Cong mado a major attack on Roborts Compound and tho
oompound of the 272d4 MP Company acroes tlio stroot from Roborts Compound,
From 0245 hra until 0730 hrs the 272d MP Co was ablo to hold off tho on-
oxy wvithout cssistanco, Aftar rocoiving sovoral casualtios, tho unit
wa3s subsequently pinned down behind a concrete wall at the front of the
compound by fire from enemy located in a house across the street, Part
of the enemy force was successful in infiltrating the compound. Assis-
tance waa called for to repel” the snemy and was answered by members of
the 504th MP Bn, Co A, and 218th MP Co personnel wvho were at that time
soattered throughout the oity. On arrival of supporting units, the en-
wxy!s location wes taken under fire. Supporting units arrived at approx-
imately 0800 hrs, and at approximately 1030 hrs, after a heavy fire fight,
the enemy force was silenced. Observation showed eightaen enemy had been
killed, five wounded, and sevon taken prisoner. Several mmall arms, gro-
nades, automatic weapons and satchel charges were confiscated, Almost
{mmediately efter loaving tho scene of this incident a call was received
that the Canh Sat hoadquartsrs had again becon taken undor firo by enemy
forces, Three MP patrols consisting of tuwelvo men answorad the call for
assistanco, and upon arrival et tho acono, gavo &ssistance in tho fire
fight which romultod in throc onomy killod,

On 30 January 1968 at approximately 1230 hrs a platoon of MP's from
the 218th MP Co, Cem Rarh Bay, arrived on orders from 16th MP Gp, to
reinforce the MP units already in Nha Trang. This platoon was met at
the air basa and given transportation to Camp McDermott, at which time
they vere billsted in the transient tarracks operated by the 54th Sup-
port Company, For the remaincar of the day until 1800 hrs sporadic
eniper fire was roported throvghout the city, and was responded to by
various MP units.,

At 1800 hrs 20 Janvary 1988, 20 personnel from the 23 platoon, 218th
1P Co, were sent o the PMO to provide security, An edditional 10 per-
sonnel were sent o the King Duy Tan Hotel as security. At approximately
0100 hrs 31 January 1965, the personnel at the King Duy Tan Hotel came
under fire from &n unknown sized enemy force located in a convent ad-
jacent to the hotal. A% the zamo ime suditional enemy fire was received
from the beach on tho opposite side of the road. The onamy force was
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taken wnder fire, but no determination could be made as to enemy cas- *
ualties, During tho fire fight, one MP waa wounded and evacusted to
the 8th Field Hospital, liha Trang, bty ambulanco. XYor the remaining
hours of darkness both tho FMO and the King Duy Tan Hotol rocoived
sporadio snipor fire which was roturnod wvhon possidlo. No furthoer
casualtios wero sustainod by friondly forcos. Enomy casualtios wore
unkmown, At approximately 0600 hrs 31 January 1968 ARVN woro movod
into the city to ostablish martial lav, MP units in Nha Trang contin-
uod tho rosponsibility of safoguarding thu FPMO, King Duy Tan Hotel, and
othor compounds occupiod by US Yorcoa,

3.- DALAT: At approximatoly 0130 hrs 30 Jamuary 1968 Military Policomon
hoard gunfire coming from tho roar of thoir villa, All porsonrnol assumod
defenisive poaitions and at 0200 hrs they were attacksd by an estimated
oompany of Viet Cang. SOT Corser, NOOIC of the detachment, called MACV
to advise them thsy were under sttack, He was informad that no assis-
tanco vas available, Military Policemen continued to hold off the Viet
Cong advance from 0200 hrs until 0630 hrs vhen SGT Corssr made a net rad-
io call for assistance. At 0730 hrs a reaction force from the 362d Sig-
nal Company arrived end assisted the MF'a in the evacuation of the villa,
During tho {ive rour fire fight the Military Police 7:are subject to auto-
matic weapnns fira and rocket fire, One rocket round hit the second
floor bathroom, :osulting in three men wounded {two men from the 218th
MP Co and one man from the 981at MP.Co (SD)).

After evacuating their wournded, the Military Police provided security
for the US Army Dispensery at Dalat and oscorted ambulances from the dis-
pensary to the halipad riear tho 362d Signnl Company.

It was vhile escoriing an ambuleance that SGT Corsor was wounded on

§ Fobruary 1968, Estimated onemy casualties inflictod by Dalat Military
Police Detechmont: 40 onamy XIA; unknown onamy WIA,
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