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be reported to ACSFOR OT RD, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days

of receipt of covering letter. I r
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

MCADQUARTERS 97TH MILITARY POLICE BATTALION
APO US Forces 96312

V AVDG~i 13 )*j 1966
SUBJTCT: Operational Report of 97th Military Police Battalion for Per-

iod Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CrWS 65 (R1)

SEE DISTRIB IION

1. Section 1. Operationa: i i cW JtLYUie.

a. agiiont The Commanding Offioer, 97th Military Police httalion,
provides Military Police direct support and Provost Marshal type services
in II Corps Tectical Zone South to Sub Area Comanders, Tactical Unit CQ-
manders, commanders without Military Police assigned support and others as
directed by the Comanding Officer, 16th Military Police Group, utilizing
personnel and oquipment resources assigned and/or attached to the 97th Mil-
itary Police Battalion. The uissions below are liated in order of prior-
ities used to fulfi3l comitents assigned to the unit:

(1) Support of tactical operations.

(2) Evacuation of PW ad control of PW's in US custody.

(3) Spocialized physical security mae es critical to accomplish-
at of ombat operations.

(4) Discipline, law and order.

(5) Physical security measure for ammitivw installations and
elausified material.

b. Ormanxjtfl: (See Inclosure 1)

o. Kit eronnel A -esignts a&W nearltur:

(1) Assigmentat
(a) LTC Robert Reinke, Da GO,.97th NP Bn; PH II CTZ South#

'M March 1968.

(b) 1LT Jerome S. McAfee, D/51at Inf, 1 March 1968.

F OT SO (c) LT Jeffrey W. Milson, D/51st Inf, 23 March 1968.

612103 (d) LUT Er T. e Jr. C/4th Inf, 1 April 19W.

1. FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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AIIKW-3 MY 1966

S W=T1 Op m7l Repor o S Battalion for Per9

(a) USi Gregryl 1M, Dun tC -21 3 2( Apil19)

(f) 2LT DwTht 1. Rottenberg, q/54th Inf, 15 Fesliry 1968.

(g) M/iS awrd F, .bith, 630th MP Co, 23 .hrnusy 1968.

(2) Do3r!tum i

(a) TO Wil m C. DeIapp Is, o 97 thu %, P]Mf r cz
South, deoeased, 8 )Mrch 1966.

(b) LTC knst 1. Talbot, 00 178th ) Dot (PM), to Ft 1Mey-
er, Virginia.

(a) MAJ John J. Flood, PM MBC, to PM Hue-Phu a,, RYN.

(d) LT Ju rgen H. Parpart, Anst S-2/3# to USATC, Ft Levis,
1 bi gon.

(s) LT William S. Strong, D/51st Inf, to Ft Hood, Texas.

(f) ILT Richard A. O'eiU, 218th *O Co, to Co B, 5)4th
)P h.

(g) UT William Z. Janous, C/54th Inf, to Infantry School,
Ft JKuiig# 0eWgi.

(h) ILT Louis Cook, D/51st Inf, to Ft Carson, Colorado.

(i) 1LT Robert Roundsavillso C/54th Inf, to Ist Cav Division.

(a) n/ISG To=w Reasons, 218th MP Co, Medevac to OON.

(k) 38/1G John Mesparron, C/54th Inf, to ITS.

d. Pennel. Moale an Welfare:

(1) The avorago daily strength during February wx 6 6, )brch
, and April in1. This compares with an authorised total strength of
ttficers, NO's and N4.

(2) Moralo remains high as evidencod by _7 voluntary oxtensions
of oversea tours.

(3) Participation zt. Savings Bond Program in % and Soldier's

and Sailor's Doposit .1I.

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
ATRG-J - 13 )y 1968
EJ]T T: OpeWational 'Report of 97th Military Police Battalion for Per-

lad biding 30 April 1968, RCS CSIOR-65 (R1)

S(4) Awrds and Decorationmi

(a) Silver Star:

(b) Bronzo Star (Valor):

(a) Bronzo Star (Merit)s

(d) Army Co ndation Modal w/.v. Dvice:

' (e) Amy Conmnndation Medal (Merit)s

ii (f) Purple Heart: I

(') 18th HP Bio Certificate of Achievomont: 0

(5) Disciplinary Actionx

(a) Sacial Courts Martial:

(b) Smary Courts Martial:

(6) All R&R alloc&tions received during the roporting period
vee utillsed.

(7) Civic Action:

"JIi (a) The ajor offort of the hkttaliont s Civic Action Pro-
pea during the reporting period has been directed towards aid to refugees
and victime of the "TMT" aggression. During this perlcd the following ws
4onateds

1. 720 pounds of foodstuffs to orphanages at Ba Ngoi
ad Phan Rang, conoisting of cereal, flour, f)rit, potaoes, rice, cake,
and cand.

2. $15,962 VN contributed to the Cam Ranh Bey "TLT"
Relief FunA. Money was obtained through voluntary contributions fro
xmbers of the Battalion.

3. 300 pounds of soap and comfort items, i.e., cloth-
ing, etc., was contributed to Tan An Halet near Phan Rang by members of
the hkttalion.

4. Ninety (90) gallons of gasoline, filty-five (55)
gallons diesel and fifty-five (55) gallons of oi1 and lubricants were
contributed to National Police during the "TET" period.

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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s OW tionAl RaWrt Of 97th Mil:i.7 Polio* Battalion for Per-
: 4 Sid 30 4wi" "1968 s S -63 (RI)

(b) The 218th Miltary Police Ciapn requested mid re-
oltVd to mingle National Policaw to live with the u-tt at Camp Me-
IDWott# Xha Trang. These policamm livt end wrk vitth the M{ilitary

Polio*, and their presence and friendship with the men of the 218th NP
CmpJW vi mke a lasting contribution to US/VX relationships,

(a) Self-Help:

(a) Complete renoution and painting of the fttalion Head-
quares vu completed on 4 April 1968.

(b) Compary supply rom. were removed from troop bi1let.
and placed in abt~o tents to provide more living space for the men, Unit
aM ro We"e c6nstructed in the orderly room quonsets to provide better
security for weapons and add additional troop living apace in the barracks
ars where the arma mom were formerly located.

(c) Unit day rooms vere rmodled and partitioned to provide
separate TV, riting ar Game Room.

(d) Work wa started to remodol a quonset hut locatd aoross
frca Battalion leadquartors into a BOQ for company comanders and staff.
The centralized D)Q at Ow Ranh Bay is located too great a distanco from
the attalion area to allow rapid rosponso by the comanders and staff in
mwgency situations. The quartering of comanders and staff in the Bat-
talion area wl decrease the reaction time of units of the Battalion lo-
cated at C Rah Bt y.

e. InUJSonco ard Countor-Intellizonca:

(1) Countor-intelligonce inspections wore conductod at this head-
quartrs and at al of it. subordinato units during the reporting period.

(2) No administrative socurity violations occurred within this
headqurters.

" (3) Intolligencs Spot Roports procossed:

(4) Security Actions procossed:

(a) Socrot cloarmnce validated: 0

(b) Confidential clearances granto!:

(c) Crypto Aocess clearances granted:

(d) Rfetpma fCor clearance initiated: fl

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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S AVDJ 13 Nor 1968
SMUR3CTI Operational Report of 97th Military Police Battalion for Per.

iod kiding 3o April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

(5) Intelligence is collected frc the following sources:

(a) Intelligence Spot Reports from subordinate units.

(b) Intelligence Summaries from higher headquarters.

(c) HAV Advior Team on QL #1 from Phan Rang to Phu Hiep.

(d) Weekly intelligence briefing conducted by Cam Ranh Bay
ftport Comand.

f. Pleas. Overationa and Training:

(1) This Battalion was engaged in nire (9) days of combat opera-tions durin the period 31 January to 8 February 1968 mid was engaged in
eighty-one (81) days of normal operations and training. Zero days move-
ment wa eporienced by this headquarters.

(a) During the period 29 Janwury to 8 February 1968 elements
of the .97th Military Police Battalion participated in combat actions dur-
in& the 'TET" aggression (Sea Inclosure 2).

it (b) The 218th Milit=-y Policc Company moved its headquarters
and tuo platoons to hha Trang to replace A/504th MP Bx on 29 Fofruary 1968.
One squad, 218th MP Co, stationed in Dalat, and one squad, 218th NP Co-
stationed in Ban Me Thout, vera withdrawn from those locations on 29 Fob-
rmary 1968 and 14 March 1968, respectively, to join company headquartors
in Nha Trang. Ono platoon from 218th HP Co assumod the mission of one
platoon A/504th HP Bn in Phu Hiop on 1 April 1968.

(c) The 630th Military Police Coqnpeny assumed tho rosponsi-
htlity to furnish one squad of 2itlitary Police at Delat to replica the
equad of tho 218th P Co which was vithdrawn. Squad of 218th IV Company
in Ban He Thout was replaced by a squad from B/504th HP Bn in a realign-
mnt of Battalion areas cf rosponsibility. The 504th MP 1h assmmod rospon-
oibility for the vest and northwost protions of II CTZ, and the 97th NPBn assumed responsibilif., for the south and southoast portions of II CTZ.

(d) The Battalion utilized five (5) armored 1/4ton trucks
I and fiftoon. (15) mon to assist convoys resupplying Bon e Thout from 17
1 to 23 February and 15 to 23 rch 1968. These convoys ware combined yen-

tures held in conjunction vith the oopening of QL /21 by ROK and ARVN For-
coo. The Battalion supplied four U) armored jor-s por convoy and ore (1)
armored jeep at Due My for traffic control during ontiro operating per-
iods.

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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SU1=1 Opeational Roport of 97th MlitAry Polico Batt 7on for Per"

W Win X April 1968, RCS C R-65 (1l)

(e) On 19 Jebruar 1968 the 178th Miltary Police Detaah-
aeut vas assigned to the 97th Milita"ry Police Battalion. The Bttalion
Ccmmoder of the 97th NP Ba thus beam the Coem ag Offioer of the
17th MP Dot and Provost arsmal of II CTZ South. The principle adwn-
tap of the Coinander/Provot Marhal concept liw in the opportunity
for the Coaander to control all available resources. Thee resources
W than be employed aooording to deduced and/or established priorities
that pivvids the best organization of Military Police services for the
oawzd. This concept enables the rapid shift of resources to meet lo-
oal emergenoies and requirments on a selective and priority basis, thus
providing for a timely, a&:xiz Military Police effort at critical loa-

-onsa. In this connection, a major function is the olose and oontinuous
liaison with supported ccmanders, installations and activities.

(f) LTC William C. Deolapp III, Battalion Ccander/Provost
krshl X! CTZ South, wa killed on 8 March 1968 in Phu Hiep, hile on

an inpetion tour in his capacity as Provost Marshal, II CTZ South. LTC
Deapp was obterving 81mn mortar fire directed at suspected eny elments
b the 5/27th Artillery, Phu Hiep, Three rounds were fired - one illuminat-
14 f end two rounds to settle the base plate of the mortar. The
third round landed M eter short of th taret area, tr
vtcnity of LTC DeLapp LTC House (/Zthe Arty ar, CW Bouki Vear the
Art). LTC DeLapp was pronounced ,dead at the 91st Drao Hospital (S%),
Tvi Soa, &a a result of schrapnel wounds to the neck.

LTC Robert Reinke assuned command of the 97th Military Police Battal-
ion on 11 March 1968.

(g) On 8 April 1968 one squad of Miltary Policemen froa
the 218th Military Police Company participated in a conbined cordon and
search operation in Phu Hiop. This move was implemnted to redfce black
marketing and to detain suspected Viet Cong in the area. In addition to
being a physical measure taken against black marketeers and Viet Cong,
the operation had a psychological impact on the local population, de-
onstrating LJS/ cooperation and interest in the security of Phu Hiep.

(h) The 63Oth Military Police Company providod an addition-
al four (4) P's and tuo (2) vohicles for socurity at the opening of MY
Ca Bridge on 17 April 1968.

(i) On 25 April 1968 a warning ordor was roceived to move
one platoon of C/5/+th Infantry to asse respoix.ibility for the Ammini-
tion Supply Point in Pleiku. The platoon osoc in Ploiku at 2230 hrs,
27 April 1968. The platoon In attached to Comz:a.ny B, 504th HP Bn for
adainistrativo and logistical support.

6

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
AVW-, 13 May 1968
SUBJCT: Operational Report of 97th Military Police Battalion for Por-

iod Wding 30 Apr£.! '968, ROS CSFM-65 (Ri)

t o)o During the reporting period the Battalion uust.inod
two operational fatalitios. PFC Nagy was killod when a cornered de-
natod mino was explodod undor tho convoy nscort vehicle ho was driving.
PF0C Nagy was killed instantly, with tho other two personnel in the vehi-
cle regoiving third degree burns ovor 35 per cant of their bodies. PFC
Cafrelli was killed on a routine patrol when his vohiclo overturned at
Cox RLuh By.

(2) Sorious Incidents Reports procossnd: 2

(3) Convoys Escorted: 8

(a) ZhDber of M man-days expended: 1236

(b) Average nuber of kmfs per convoy: 318

(c) Average nmber of MP vehicles used: &13

(4) Detainees and PW's Escorted:

(a) Number of detainees processed: 108

(b) Nuber of N's evacuated: 5A

(c) Number of man-days utilized in IN escorts: 8

(5) Number of joint patrols and checkpoints in operation: 24

g. C .mncations Activities:l

(1) Number of massages processed: 108

(2) On 5 March 1968 the 69th dignal Bttalion, from ihom the
97th NP Bn had hand receipted its RTT, requested and obtained the re-
turn of their ANGR/46. On 20 March 1968 the 97th HP Bn was hand receipt-
ed an ANGR/46 from Cam Ranh Bay Depot to replace the RTT that was return-
ed to the 69th Signal EBttalion.

h. logistics and Mlintensnco: Total equipment mileage for report-
- period was 065J3.- miles.

7
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IWWT: Opeaticnal Report o 97th Military Police Battalion for Per.
led W~ing 30 April 1966, 10C3 CSVOR5 (Rl)

2. JSuction 2. Igessona ILeared CgManderts obf~iilMMt

a. Personnel: None

b, Operations|
(1) Cin~micatioms with Cov Esorts "

(a) OBSERATION. Because of the excecive distances in-
volvedp Battalion Headquarters cannot maintain commcations with units
scoorting convoy.. The average oue way distance traveled on convoy es-
corts is 156 km (31 kr round trip), whioh is wll beyond the range of
the radios assigned to the hattali m. Cizrent procedure is that the Mil-
itary Police escort wi.l be provided the frequency and call signs by the
unit being supported. Because of the number of convoys the Bat+alion es-
corts, it is normal to have three different convoy escorts operating at
the sae time on three frequencies azO an equal number of call signs. Af-
ter departure from the home station, all comuuications between Battalion
Neadquartarz and the escort is lost.

(b) MALUATION. Oonvoys operating on QL 1 11 and 21 are
v,.thin operating radio zpn with MAV Advisor team stationed along
their routes. Though each sector oporatei on a different frequency, the
teams -€ c-.e to corunicate with their adjacent sectors. The obtaining
of the frequenciea of tb.# MACV Toams allows commicaticna through relay
thoughout II Corpa Taotical Zone that can be used tt ,P1. on convoy es-
cort duty. Contacthaa been made by the 97th MP D with the Advisor Teaus,
and frequencies have been exchanged between the advisors and the Military
Police, allowing co=nicationw along the convoy routes in the event of
any megency or hostile action.

(o) RECO: 2IDATION. Rooormend that units conducting aim-
ilar type operations contact MACV Advisor Teams along their frequently
traveled routes and ostabliah a rapport with those toams, ach patrol and
convoy escort should have available to it the froquoncies and call signs
of dust off, gun ships. area PMe and all MACV Advisor Teans located with-
in their aroas of oporattions.

(2) Util!;1:on of Personnel in 113 0.5 in MP Battalions

(a) OBSIRVATIOMf. Infantrymen assignod to the Battalion are
socured primarily from hospital channels after having earvod in an infantry

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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AVBWJ 1 -Y 1968
SUBJCT: Operational Report cf 97th Military Police Battalion for Por-

iod Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

line unit. Those porsonnel must perform static security duty, which
has little relationship to their former duties and requirements. The
maintenanco of high morals under theme circumstances is extTemely dif-
ficult, since the men feel that the standards of a spit and polish com-
bat support branch (Military Police) are being imposed on infantrymen,
whom are combat troops. This, added to the fact that they fool that
the HPIs get the glamourous jobs while they work the dull, monotonous
stationary guard posts, adds to the resentment of the infantryman.

(b) EVALUATION. A successful attempt has been made to
integrate the infantryman of the Battalion with the Military Policenon
on as many occasions as possible. The vehicle used to effect this ap-
proach is convoy escorts. Infantrymen are employed as machine gunners
on convoy escorts at every opportunity. The results of this program
have boon three-fold. First, the infantrymen are working with the Mil-
itary Police, which develops comradeahip between members of two dissim-
ilar units working together for a comon Coal. Secondly, infantrymen
are eager to volunteer as gunners on convoys and do so at every oppor-
tunity, Lastly. the utilization of two infantrymen and four HP's on
the average escort makes additional Military Poicomon available to per-
form on special commitmonts and those commitments that security guards
are unablo to perform.

(o) RECOMMfDATION. Recommend that other units exprionc-
ing the condition as expressed abovo consider integration of Infantry
personnel into activities which would allow them to work closer with tho
Military Police.

(3) Additonal Aror Plating for I/Z Ton Trr: s

(a) OBSERVATION. This organization has experienced dif-
ficulty in securing armor kits to harden its 1/4 ton trucks that are used
on convoy escorts and highway patrols. While kits may be fabricated from
2 1/2 ton truck hardening kits, several areas of the truck are loft ex-
posed, the most notable of which is tho gas tank. Eplosion of a command
detonated mine under thj gas tank will cause the gas tank to rupture and
the gas to burn, as ocu 'red to a truck of this Battalion on 22 Mrch 1968,
resulting in one man killed and two men receiving third degree burns over
35% of their bodias.

(b) EVALUATION. Bolting of a piece of armor plating to
the fender carriage of the vehicle will deflect the blast away from the
gas tank and absorb thn majority of the heat tha accompanies the blast.
Though the blast will sear the bolts on the plating, the presence of the
plating will greatly reduce the probability of a fire and absorb the ma-
jority of tho blast and schrapnel.

9
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13 )h 196/
83=Ti Operational Reprt of 97th Military Police bttalion for Per-

iod biing 30 1il 1968 RC8 CM -65 (R1)

(a) P0(OHHID TIGX. eoommend that additional aror
plating be added under the gam tank. Additional locations for place-
sent of armor plating are the back of the drivor and passenger seats
and the passenger floor board,

a. Trainingi None

d. Intelligenost Yong

e. logistics: None

f. Organisation None

2 izol
1. Organinational LTC, )PC

Chart Cmadn2. TE. Hostilitles

DISThIwrIONt

2 - Cmander in Chief, United State& Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

3 - Comndng General, United States Arm, Vietrim, ATTN: AVGC-DST,
APO 96375

5 - Comanding Officer, 16th Military Police Group, ATTN: AVBGF-B, APO
9624A

10
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AlEC? (15 Yky 68) lit Ind
•1-- SLTJECTt Cerational Reports - Lessona Learned for the quarterly Period

Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (97th MP Dn, W-FNY-AA)

DA, Headquarters, 16th Military Police Group, APO 96240

TOi Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, (ACSFOR, DA), Washington, D.C. 20310
Commanding Generaly 18th Military Polio. Brigade, A'NN: AVBGC,
APO 96491

1. (U) The Operati.ial Reports for the Quarterly Period Ending 30 April
* 1968, from the 97th Military Police Battalion, APO 96312, is inclosed.

1' 2. (FOUO) This command considers the report adequate. The following
comments refer to parts of the report as indicated:

a. This headquarterr, -concurs with the observation, evaluation and
recommendation made in Section 2, para b (1). All elemants of the
command have implemented the recommendation of the 97th Military Police
Battalion. As a result, military police patrols and convoy escorts
have increased their capability in providing responsive support to the
highway user.

b. 'This headquarters concurs with the observation, evaluation and
recommendation made in Section 2, par& b (2). 'The utilization of
assigned infantry personnel on convoy duty serves as a field expedient
measure which can be utilized to overcome a shortage of military police-
men. This measure serves to give a battalion of this type a greater
degree of flexibility with respect to its resources. The 97th lilitary
Police Battalion, with Its two military police companies, is restricted
in its military police resources. This command has givon the 97th
Military Police Battalion permission to fill the machine gunner posi-
tion on convoy escorts vith their assigned infantry personnel.

c. This command concurs with the observation, evaluation and
Srecommendation made in Section 2, para b (3). The 97th Military Police

Battalion is currently modifying existing armored I ton trucks as
recommended. In addition, this modification program has been e.p:inded
to include all elements of this command. The use of armored I ton

.'trucks is an interim measure pending issue to the 18th Military Police
BrIgade of the V-100 armored car which has been proven in the field
far superior to the armored ton truck.

JOHN D. 
.

Colonel, WC
Commanding

DISTR{IBUTION =

2 cy - ASFOR, DA /1
1 cy - CG, 18th MP Bde FOR OFFICIA USE ONLYTib TJ
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/1/
ATUO (03 i)y 68) 2nd ind
SUIJIOI Opertiml hbpow - lasaong Imuinsd for the Quarterly Period

ZInin 30 April 1968, AM 070A - 65 (R1)

Di, AQA" T XTX=LTARY POLIC BRIAM, APO 991 1i Jia

TO: Cimadin oosenral, United State. Az., Vietnw, ATN AVHDC-DST,

14 ]iofo.,nce item o erning comnnioationw with convo7 escort., Section II,
pao 8 and par 2a, lot lndt Concur vith recoindation and lot Ind. This
intfOltion wl be furnished to subordinate unita of this oomand.

2e Isfer.noe ite owmorning utiligation of peosonl in 11D HM in Military
Polioe hattaliam, Section n, pap 8 and pars 2b, lIt lndt Concur with
reoomandation and let Ind. This infarmation will be fowrd d to other
battalions asiped infantry companies.

3. Rferenc u item concerning additional a platt fo n t truck,
Section 11, pape 9 and para 2o, let lndt Concur with re4oondation and
lat Ind. The ROE Standardiztion submitted to USARV, 19 Oct 67, inoluded
18 19-370 1P Coanies. Also, 18 armor kits ( ton trucks) wee r"qsted
for each of those companies.

r% TIE CCHUNY Kt

CT, AOC
Ast Adjutant
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AVHGC-DST (13 May 68) 3d Ind CPT Amo dhga/UM 445
SUBJECT: OperationalReport of 97th Military Polie Battalion for

Period Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (Ri)

HEADUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 14 JUN 1968

TO: Co=iander in Chief, United States AriW, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. This headquarters ha3 reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1968 from Headquarters, 97th
Military Police Battalion as indorsed.

2. Concur with report as submitted.

FOR THE COMANDER:

JOHN V. GETCELL
Captai,, AGC

Copy furnished: AamLatP . Adjutt

HQ, 18th MP Bde
HQ, 97th MP Bn

13
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CQtIP- (13 a y8) 4th lad
3UUICTz Operetifsl Rapert of 3Q, 97th )W a for Period lading

30 April 198, ICS COIL-65 (I1)

Iqg U Amy, Pacific, APO Son Francieco 96558 7 JUN 1368

TO Ausiutant Chief of staff for Force Dvelopment, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters ba evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
mats &nd concurs in the report as indorsod.

F% TO COWANDRA IN CUDII:

C.L Shon
CPT, AOC
Aat AG
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1. QM M RAt At 0230 bra, 30 January 1968, information was received
that the air base at Dong Ba Thin wvs under mortar attack. All pots op-
erating on the mainland were reinforced with additional personnel and auto-
matic veapons. L, 0530 br this headquarters was notified that there was
fighting in Nha Trang and throughout the major cities of South Vietnam.
A request for additional amition was received from CPT Hadlock, C A,
P04th IMP D at 0930 hro. At 0945 hr MA MacDor~ell (S-3, 16th HP G)
notified this headquarters to have the 218th MP Co assemble one platoon
with ocbat equipment for movement to Nha Trang, on order of CgAnding
Officer 16th HP Group. LT Blankenship (00, 218th NP Co) and one platoon '

of the 118th HP Co was airlifted in serial to )ha Trang with the addition-
al =munition requested by Co A, 304th HP Ba. At 1700 bra this hoadqai-
term kecoivo4 a ropoit fr6m Dalat that all was quiet. At 0500 hra 31 Jan-
uary 1968 a reported squad of VC had landed at Cam Ranh Bay and was occu-
pying caves near Alaska Barge and Transport Co. A platoon of Infantry and
MP was dispatched under the tomand of LT Cook, D/51at Infantry. A twelve
hour search of the area met with negative results. At 1300 hra throe ar-
mored jeeps were dispatch&l to Cam Ranh City to operate road blocks with
National Police and ARVN Forces.

In the early rorning of 3 February 1966, the Military Police security
guard it the transformer site spotted a avismer coming ashore near his
post. The swinmer disappeared into a rocky grove, and a search of the
area met with negative results.

At 0330 hra, SP4 Kover, Dalat Detachmont, notified the Battalion that
the Dalat Detachmont was undo.- attack from heavy automatic weapons fire
and that they had notified MACI.

On 3 February 1968 a request ias received from the NP Detaohmont in
Dalat and from 16th Mlitary Polico Group in Nha Trang for amzzition -
10,000 rds 7.62 and 300 rds 40m wore sent to Dclat; 2.4,000 rds 7.62 link,
44,00 rds 7.62, 720 rds 4mO a, 200 M-26 grenades, and 360 Whito Star Clus-
ters voro aont to Nha Trang. A 1700 hra 3 February 1968, this hoadqur-
tors receivod a request from the mayor of Cam Ranh Vi~lago for four (4)
two man patrols to work with National Police. The Battalion was able to
provide two of the patwols requestd.

On 4 February 1968 'uo mon and 10,000 rds 7.62 were sent to Dalat to
replace the casualties and supplies lost or expended by the squad in De-
lat,

2. lOA TRAG: On 29 January 1968, at approximately 1400 hra, information
was received from inteiligeace sources that a large enemy force was ex-
pected to move on the city of Nha Trang later that night. This informa-
tion was apparently received from a reliable source in or near the city
of Nha Trang. During the afternoon and evening of 29 January 1968, ele-
xents of the enemy force apparently infiltrated into the city, but no
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY'Iot on va; obsezved through 2400 hra that day. At approximately 0100.
br 0 J30 nuary 1968, the central C& Sat headquarters located in Canh
&t Circle in downtown Nha Tn ng was taken under fire by an undetermined
nuber of enem. During thi firm fight, two NP patrols consisting of
eight an on regular patrol wnt to the asistanco of the Canh Sate and
at the oepletion of the fire fight, three ne vwro known dead and an
undetessined number had escaped the scene. Prom this point until approx-
imntely OX0 bra, numoous sniping incidents took place throughout the
city, mainly centered in or around tho train depot, main h stationp
and at moveral of the convents throughout Sha Trang. During the poriod
df those sporadic incidents, * large 9n force consisting of thirty to
forty NVA and Viet Cong mado a major attack on Roberts Compound and the
compound of the 272d NP CMpany aoroe the street from Raborts Compound.
Prom 0245 hr until 0730 hrs the 272d NP Co wa able to hold off the on-
aw without assistance. After receiving maoral oasualtioa, the unit
wan aubsequently pinned down behind a concrete wall at the front o: the
compound by fire from en located in a house across the street. Part
of the enemy force was successful in infiltrating the compound. Msain-
tance was called for to repel" the ensey and was answered by ambers of
the 504th Wf Ba, Co A, and 218th MP 0o personnel who were at that time
soattered throughout the city. On arrival of supporting units, the on-
1to location was taken under fire. Supporting units arrived at approx-

imately 0800 hrs, and at approxiately 1030 hra, after a heavy fire fight,
the enemy force was silenced. Observation showed eighteen ens had been
killed, five wounded, and seven taken prisoner. Several small arms, -
nades, automatic weapons and satchel charges were confiscated. Almost
imdiately ofter leaving the scene of this incident a call was received
that the Canh Sat hoadquartorn had again been taken under fire by ene
forces. Three MP patrols consisting of tw:elvo men answered the call for
assistance, and upon arrival at the scone, gave assistance in the fire
fight which resulted in throe onnq killod.

On 30 January 1968 at approximately 1230 hrs a platoon of MP's from
the 218th NP Co, Cae Ranh Day, arrived on orders from 16th MP Op, to
reinforce the X units already in Nha Trang. This platoon was met at
the air base and given transportation to Cam McDermott, at which time
they were billeted in the trans'gnt berracks operated by the 54th Sup-
port Cor.pany For the remainder of ihe day until 1800 hra sporadic
sniper fire was rnportecd throughout the city, and was responded to by
various MP units.

At 1800 hrs ?0 January 1968, 20 personnel from. the 2d platoon, 218th
IT Co, were se nt o the PHO to provide security, An additional 10 per-
sonnel were sent to the King Duy Tan Hotel as security. At approximately
0100 hrs 31 January 196%, the personnel at the King Duy Tan Hotel came
under fire from c-n unkn,)wn sized enemy force located in a convent ad-
Jacent to the hot-il. At the ,.,mo te a ditional enemy fire was received
from the beach on the opposite side of the rood. The cnomy force was
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tAken under fire, but no determination could be made as to snow cap-
uaities. Duing the fire fight, one 10 was wounded and evacuated to
the 8th Field Hospital, Nha Trang, by ambulanco. For the remaining
hours of darkness both tho P and the King Duy Tan Hotel rocoirod
sporadio smipor fire which wa returnod whon possiblo. No further
osaltios were siatsinod by friondly forces. Enamy casualties yoro
imwnom. At approximately 0600 hr. 31 January 1968 ARN woro movod
into the city to ostablish martial law. HP =nits in Nha Trang contin-
ued tho responsibility of safogarding tho PHO, King Duy Tan Hotol, and
other oompoumds occupiod by US Forces.

3. _ A At approxinatoly 0130 hra 30 January 1968 Military Policcion
board gunfiro coming from tho toar of thoir villa. All porsonnol auod
defensive positions and at 0200 hs they were attacked by an estimated
oarn of Viet Cang. SMT Corner, N(OIC of the detachment, called MACV
to advise then thsy were under attaek. He was informed that no annis-
tanco ws available. Military Policmen continiAd to hold off the Viet
Cong advance from 0200 hrs until 0630 hra uhen SGT Corser made a net rad-
io call for assistance. At 0730 hra a reaction force from the 362d Sig-
nal Campany arrived tnd assisted the MP:a in the evacuation of the villa.
During tho five hour fire fight the Military Police sire subject to auto-
matic wearxpns f:Lx and rocket fire. One rocket rourA hit the second
floor bathroom, -oMuiting Ln three men wounded (t.o man from the 218th
1W' Co ind one man from the 981st L. Co (SD)).

After evacuating thoir wounded, the Military Police provided security
for the US Army Dispensary at Dalat and oscorted ambulancos from the dia-
pensary to the hnlipad riear tho 362d Signrl Company.

It was uhil escorting an a=bulance that SGT Corser wa wounded on
5 February 1968. Eatiuted one' casualties inflictod by Delat Military
Police Detachoantt 40 onor KIA; unknown onomy WIA.
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