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AVIR-LED 15 April 1947
SUBJECT: Final Report - Lichtweicht Jungle Hammocks (ACL-56/A71)

f. Many users commented on the lisht weight of the hammocks,
and mentioned that sleeping in a hammock was better than sleeping in the
mud or on wet ground. The hammocks dried quickly and kept leeches and
crawling insects; such as red ants; off the user. One user stated that
the hammock probably would cause casualties if used on combat operations.
An individual would be more exposed to grenade and mortar fragments when
sleeping in a hammock than if he were on the ground or in a foxhole.

7. In setting up their hammocks, some users inserted locally
procured sticks or bamboo sections in the ends of the nylon fabric ham-
mock, Some nsers liked the way the hammock molded to the body and the
way it provided a better rest than sleeping on the ground.

h, Winetv-five percent of the users recommended that either
the net or fabric hammock be issued to S troops in Vietnam, with greater
numbers recommending the nylon fabric hammock for issue. In the comments
about the harmock, users stated that buttons or other protrusions of their
equipment terded to snag in the net hammock. Some responses from those
who evalnated only the net hammock indicated that the net was used to
pack and carry items of sguipment.

i. There were no sicnificant recommended changes to either
style of lizhtweisht hammock,

6, TINDINGS

>. Both styles of lightweight nylon hammocks generally fulfil-
led all o7 their intended purposes.

b. Both styles of hammocks were durable and withstood usage in
the R environment.

c. The dimensions and the design of both styles of hammock ap-
peared o be satisfactory. but users generally preferred the nvlon fabric
hammocl, !

d. The hammocks provided better rest and protection acainst
crawlin~ insects and leeches than standard issue items, such as ponchos.

7. OCONCLUSIONS

2. The lightweight nylon fabric hammock is a desirable item
for issve to IS troops operating in the Republic of Vietnam,
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