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The submachine gun v/as an important Soviet 
veapon during the years of /orld War II, 
Its lightness and eaot? of handling made it 
an ideal v^eaoon foi' close ccmt.rt. The 
development of the submachine gun reflected 
the d element of Soviet mass production 
tech ques demanded by the oressures of the 
War, 
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In 193^i in the wer between Pere^uay enr' -olivio, the 

Bolivian Infantry ennlo.Vv-it1 n new weauon — the submachine pun. 

Analyzing the experience of battles, the intln-4rerican soldiers 

noted that any attack can be checked at a distance of the last 

200 meters If the defense has available an adequate quantity 

of action ready submachine guns. Specifically, at close dis¬ 

tances, the light and reliable submachine run surpasses the 

hand held machine gun. 

Submachine ¿uns were created for pistol cartridges and 

they were the means of conducting fire in uninterrupted bursts. 

This foreordained the remarkable capacity of the lagazine. 

The barrel of a submachine pun is lonrtr \;han that of o Pistol. 

In this manner the bullet-s muzzle velocity i increased, and 

fire at battle distances of 200-400 meters oecones more effective. 

The comparatively small power of the cartridge permits the 

use of a more simóle automatic principle, based on the recoil 

of a free bolt. 

The forerunners of submachine guns way be considered to 

be automatic pistols with attached butt-stocks, with the helo 
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feac e«t MrawM 
A<mh«
TMtn CTpMkOw . iMa aMcrp/aMH 
•mum CMOaeCTpaMMtOCTk 
. ••• —IW aWCTp/KHM
t*»0CT» M«raaMM . 71 narpoM
NaHajikfoa rMopocra nyiw 9M m cm

KeyI 1 — PFD-40
C'^ll'^er..............................................7,6Jn:n
Weli7ht v'/o iiP, P7lne .... 3«6 I'-t':
.................................................................7*^0 "'
arte of fire................................ffilnute
Sustained rate of fii^ . . . Fhots/nln.

Kr, r7l-e cf.nrcity....................’'J rrrtrld-es
i:u7?le velocl .'........................ ^00 tiete-F,/Ffc.

of which the weapon could be ht Ld vt ry .«teady '’uria.'; lirlnt 

bursts and achieve a resultant rljch degree of firing fccurrcy.

A well known prototyoe of the submachine gun v;as designed by 

the Soviet arras maker 3. Fedorov. The model oassed military 

tests In the 1920*s. True, a more ooi-erful cartrl« -e then the 

usual pistol cartridge Is used In this weapon.

Many models of submachine guns we^-e develoned In the 1920* s 

and 1930*s by the Soviet designers F. Tokarev, o. horovln,

V. Degtyarev, S. PrllutsklY, and I. holesnl <ov, I'.asslve pro

duction of submacr.lne guns be>an In our country onxy during the 

war with the White Finns. Our forces at first net with strong 

bands of anti-tank obstacles, granite blocks. The very terrain 

of the Karel'Isthraus turned out to be dlffleyit for the 

troops deployed In operation; the terrain wen cut by scaled 

crevices and covered with forests and sr.oK obstacles. And It
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IHM*........................... ■ •*® ““.'•»n (rp*fi>,«w 1000 MKTP MMH

6MMM CHOpotTp«/lfcHOCT»
100—120 awctp/aHH

jniCMHOCTk MJirUMHa n«Tp€«tO»

HanUMiu CHopocTk
u

nynM 500 M (*M

Keyj 2 —

3 ~

4

5

3 nnc-43
HuhBp . . 7,02 Mm
Brt. e«j aarMMMa .... 2,04 nr

•lO*
Ann-. . .... —- —
Trnn crprr^m 000 aMCTp/MMH
Oorku cMopocTpnkfcMocTk ....

100—120 MKTp/t HH
EMHocTk MaruMHi 25 narpi noa
HkHkAMtaa cMopocTk nynn 500 h;c«m

JtO 50 -40 .---------------
- iJ rt M M 1 .T M • ' .> O fliMriTl, Ca

/ I , uHHMor'i Wai'lNHHa. 1 iM«H8

-• .1 e KoptVSwaToro
— B .KCJIM-'f/lo* a^lMHrt opyVUH

crtcMNyTMii npHKAaaoM. n aHaM9
^ 1 ♦.Tt-n* CO c.niJWfHHfclfci

F?'3h-4l
Caliber........................................................7.62 mn
/rif-nt v:/o ’na rr'^ine............................ 3*5 ■•;
............................................................................ '"^^0 an
R/tt^ of fire....................................... 1 JOO Phots/mln.
Sustalner’ rate 'ir^ .... ,^0^-120 shote/mln.
rafrpzlne crnacity..............................^ cartrld^ie?
Tuzzle vel^iclt,................................... .... 5’'C "’eters/sec.
i-Fo - ^3
Caliber . ............................. 7.6" nn
,,el^.ht v/o .,r zlt-.e................................3*06 Kr
Len^:!’'...........................................................
Rate o" fire....................................... 600 f.bots/nln.
Sustalnec’ rate of fire .... 100-120 shots/nln.
Fiagas'ine c-'oaclty....................................... 35 cartrlrces
Kuzzle velocity . . . . . . . . . .  500 meters/sec.

lln t; <- ::anerator—the canaclty of the r'.run type 
>napa-,lne; i'’. tie denominator—fie box ty >e ra.-^pazlne.

^In the (.ur-ciator—the lerrth of the vieaoon vlth 
the butt-Ftock extended; in trie dene inator— 
with the -took folded.
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T^mLB. TION
Keyi 1 — Barrel

2 — Receiver arsenbly
3 — Breecli raecjianlsn
4 — Housing
5 — Return spring, housln.-
6 -- KSf'-nr.lne
7 — Recoil sprlnj.
° — PP^h-4l In cross section

was In that very situation that the excellent brttle nuallty 

of the submacnlne gunsv^as nanlfested, which fuur. had oeen re

ceived during the Great Patriotic V/ar and were called "avtomaty."

In 1940, the submachine gun, FFD-40, appenred In the Red 

Army. Vasiliy Alekseevich Degtyarev oilRinated tf;e modern 

weapon which had a high rate of fire, and yet v-as light and 

easy to handle. The traditional box type magatriiie which held 

25-30 cartridges gave place to the drum type v’lth 71 ca:'trldges. 

Granted, the disk was less convenient to use. but soldiers 

immediately appreclsted its quality because of its large capacity.

However, the FFD-40 In many ways did not meet the severe 

technological demands of wartlJae. Kany of Its comnonents were 

manufactured In a rather labor-consuming manner on metal-cutting 

machines. And yet mass production Is based on more progressive 

methods, for exa.mole, cold sts'inlnc-. Such teehnolot^y facilitates
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automation and even contributes to ..ref t economy of tine» a 

strike of the stann, and the part can start into assembly after 

the most simple flnishinsr. 

Half the time needed to produce one i-X-D-^0 went into the 

manufacture of the fFSh-'-H, the first scb.i^ chine ¿un mod< 1 of 

the remarkable Sovie t dt signert Greaori.1 Semenovich Shoe^ in. 

He managed to achieve othe~ invelurblr c! : racteristics of the 

submachine gun. Ti e FPSh-ill distinguished itself with good 

shot-grouoing and accuracy of fire« the aut^-netic mechanism 

did not break down durine, firing and the recoil did not Inter¬ 

fere in the bullet's accurate flight to the target. Shpagln 

devised a simple but effective murrio brake which served simul¬ 

taneously as a recoil compensator. The end muzzle part of the 

casing of the automatic mechanism was cut off — not in a direct 

angle to the axis of the barrel, but, oblinuelv, in such a 

manner that the upper part of the cut protruded forward. The 

gunpowder gases hit into this recess and created a force which 

counteracted the xíeaoon's kickback. In the Shoagin automatic 

there was not one screwed joint. It is enough to undo the catch 

and it is possible to tear down the whole PPSh part bv part. 

Soviet industry in a very short period of lime ^sve to the front 

hundreds of thousands of nieces of firstclass weaponry. 

In 19^3, there was launched into serial production the 

"avtomat" model of another Soviet designer, Aleksej Ivanovich 

Sudaev. His submachine gun of the 19*0 model passed the tests 

directly in battla conditions at the i_enJ.nr.md front. The 
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factories of bosle jRc Lerlrij rrcl put cut tnc- first grouu of new 

weapons. The PP3-43 helrec’ the .jovlet forces break Hitler* s 

blockade of the city of Lenin. 

The Sudaev automatic did not hove an eouel In lightness 

and small sise. It Is enuloned with a retractable metallic 

stock. The design Is adapted toward modern methods of production- 

welding and cold stamping. The exceptional simplicity of the 

PPS-43 nermitted the organizing of its orodaction In any slightly 

equloped workshop. 

To take the place of the wartime models, new perfected 

submachine guns came into our army (now they ere called MavtomatyM) 

But the veterans of the Great Patriotic Var v:.V11 elweys hí ve 

pleasant memories of their battle comrades, tLe'h'/tomaty* of the 

war years. 
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