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The participants in the Air Force Academy Assembly at the United States Air
Force Academy, Colorado, Aprii 1-4, 1959, on INTERNATIONAL STABILITY AND
PROGRESS, reviewed as a group the following statement at the close of their dis-
cussions. Although there was general agreement on the Final Report, it is not the
practice of the Assembly for participants to affix their signatures, and it should not
be assumed that every participant necessarily subscribes to every recommendation
included in the statement.
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Conclusions

- B In terms of the scope of United States policy interests, the
total cost of military and economic assistance has been remarkably
small, accounting fo1 the past few years for only cne percent of our
gross national product. Since the bulk of our foreign assistance has
gone for military purposes, it should be appraised on the same terms
as our domestic defense program. Thus appraised, the military
assistance programs have helped to create and maintain a substan-
tially larger and more effective defense posture around the Soviet
Union than a similar dollar investment in our own defense establish-
ment could have produced.

23. e Mutual Security Program is therefore recognized as a
cornerstone of our national policy and must have the vital support of
the American pecple.










Welcoming Address

MAJOR GENERAL JAMES K, BRIGGS
SUPERINTENDENT OF U,S, AIR FORCE
ACADE MY

GENERAL BRIGGS:

Mr. Nitze, Dr. Wriston, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentle-
men:

It is my very great pleasure to welcome you to the Air Force
Academy and to this first Air Force Academy Assembly, and in bid-
ding you welcome, 1 am especially pleased for two reasons. First,
because this conference is a symbol of our membership in the Ameri-
can community of colleges and universities--a symbol, if you would,
of the academic spirit and tradition that binds us not only to our
sister academies, but also to those of you who sit here tonight as
representatives of our neighboring civilian colleges. And second,
I am especially pleased because we have associated with us in this
undertaking, The American Assembly, known and respected through-
out the country as a program whose influence on national policy is
very great.

Here at the Air Force Academy, our missionis to prepare Cadets
for a lifetime of public service dedicated to the preservation of
national security. If I could, I would underscore the words ‘‘public
service.’’ These words are the key to our great interest in national
policy. We know that all of our graduates will be charged with the
task of executing national policy in all of its many facets. We know
too that some of our graduates will be policy makers within our
traditio—al constitutional concepts, and that perhaps many of the young
men and women participating with us in the Assembly will also some
day be framers and executors of national policy, or instrumental in
molding public opinions in your own communities.









United States Policy & Foreign Azd

PAUL H. NITZE:

Mr. Carns, General Briggs, Ladies and Gentlemen:

During the unext three days, the members of this Assembly will
be surveying the full range of U.S. foreign policy and our foreign
aid programs. This evening | am asked to give a keynote address;
I am not certain what should properly be contained in a keynote
address. | think the usual formula is that the keynote speaker should
survey the broad field, and should point up certain of the issues that
gseem to him to be important, but that he should keep his own con-
clvsions more or less in the background. 1 do propose to survey
the field, at least inmyown terms, and to point up some of the issues
which 1 think are important; but I also propose (0 give my answer
to those issues. The further I stick my neck out, the more fun the
members of the Assembly will have in batting down my suggestions
during the next two oOr three days.

Preceding page blank
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THE SECOND PLENARY SESSION

International Stability and Progress -

Problems and Prospects

COLONEL POSVAR:

Delegates to the First Air Force Academy Assembly, Cadets
of the Wing, Ladies and Gentlemen:

We wish to welcome you to the Second Plenary Session of the
Air Force Academy Assembly: a panel discussion. Your moderator
this evening is Colonel Christopter H. Munch, Professor of Law
and Chairman of the Division of Social Sciences at the Air Force
Academy. Colonel Munch:

COLONEL MUNCH: ---Thank you, Colonel Posvar. Ladies and Gentle-
men, we are privileged tonight to have four very distinguished
gentlemen--as experts of one sort or another--on a quite broad
question-- ‘‘International Stability and Progress: Problems and
Prospects.”’
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MR, JAMES M, SMITH AND

BTUDENT PANELISTS

that keeps hitting my mind is that we have never traired a corps of
people to do this job. Now we sit here in this great Academy which
is just launching itself, and you people here in this room are being
given the finest education in the world. Yet we have never sat down
and decided that we must train people, and it would take a very few
in number, compared to the military side--possibly a total of 10,000
people to undertake the job of helping other countries in their
economic development.

We are moving ahead; we are getting people who are better
qualified professionally; we have put a lot of money into training
people in the languages and the cultures of the countries in which
they will work. We are fortunate in having some 55 American
universities helping us in the program, but nonetheless, we do not
havc a corps of dedicated people who can see a long term future in
this work, and | think this is one of the essential things that we must
develop soon.

There are many other questions about how to do it. There is
the basic question whether the government should undertake the
full job, or leave the large part of it to private enterprise. Very
fortunately, on the humanitarian side, we have a number of founda-
tions, such as the Ford Foundation, the Rockefeller--there are too
many of them to enumerate--who are doing wonderful work. There







































international oil companies soon tire of delivering fuel oil. The
same thing happens with respect to truck tires, bus engines and
80 on across the economy. The result is that the planting or har-
vesting doesn’t get done, the factories stop, the bus lines don't
meet schedules, et cetera. This situation quickly makes for political
instability.

Parenthetically, another factor here worth mentioning is that
once a nation gets into this sort of a mess, the temptations to
greatly increase their trade with the Soviet bloc become almost
.rresistable. Once you've priced yourself out of the world’s market,
and once you're short of imported raw materials, then the one country
in the world that can quite easily make barter deals with you, in
which you both overprice your goods, becomes very attractive. This
question of the increased Soviet offensive in the underdeveloped
countries has many facets, of which this is not the most important,
but it is nonetheless worthy of note. Countries in the process of
economic development seem very commonly to be driven by the sheer
force of short run economic considerations into a greater amount of
economic transactions with the Soviet bloc.

DR, GARDNER PATTERSON WITH ASSEMBLY DELEGATES
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DR, HENRY M, WRISTON

Revolution and the American Citzeen

DR. HENRY M. WRISTON

The United States finds itself playing a great role in the world.
To a large extent, it is the inevitable consequence of the world-wide
nature of our economic activities. We require raw materials from
all over the globe; our productive capacity requires markets in many
parts of the world. Partly, however, our involvement is the result
of deliberate choice.

That word, ‘‘deliberate’’ is to betakeninboth its usual meanings.
It was deliberate in time, and it was by conscious intent. Decisions
were reached slowly, by stages. We did not make a full commitment
early, or at any one time. The advice of George Washington in his
Farewell Address is classic: ‘“The great rule of conduct for us....
is, in extending our commercial relations to have with them as little
poiitical connection as possible.”” You will notice that he did not
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decision and action passes. In summary, without specialists of vast
learning, statesmen would lack access to essential knowledge, but
among scholars there is seldom leadership in action.

The citizen who thinks about foreign affairs and helps shape the
public opinion that controls the statesman cannot, obviously, be a
scholar. But he can profit by what scholarship produces. For the
work of many scholars is summarized and synthesized by secondary
writers. They make the essentials of knowledge available in broader
perspective and in palatable form. Each citizen should learn as much
as possible in the light of his other obligations. Above all, he should
think about what he knows.

Emotion is the second approach to the issues of foreign affairs.
This road is hard packed, for it has been well traveled by youthful
idealists. No one with any sensitiveness can look out upen * e world
without becoming acutely aware of hunger, amounting to starvation;
poverty almost beyond belief; disease, misery, degradation of life
itself, which prevail in so much of the world among the great
majority of its people.

DR, WRISTON AND ROBERT H, SITEMAN,

ASSEMBLY CADET CHAIRMAN
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