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I. INTRODUCTION

A problem of considerable current interast is the modeling of laser
propagation through inhomogeneous media. Of particular interest is the
case where the index-of-refraction inhomogeneities are induced by high-
energy beams interacting with the medium. The self-consistent modeling
of the problem requires the modeling of the hydrodynamics of this inter-
action, the effect of the hydrodynamics on the index field, and the
influence of thic induced field on the propagation. Such models have
been derived from first principles by a number of authors.l-6* The effect
of the phenomenon has been examined by use of analytical approximations’:
and by numerical solution employing a number of algorithms. -21** The
most successful algorithm now used by several of the large-scale computer
codes is the so-called Implicit-Galerkin-Spline (IGS) technique devised
by Herrman and Bradley.9 Even more important than the numerical algo-
rithm, however, is the form in which the model is preprocessed for compu-
tation. Experience indicates that focused beams of high Fresnel number
require the model's being specified in an adaptive coordinate system;
otherwise, as the marching computations approach the focus, spatial reso-
lution is insvfficient for any numerical scheme utilizing a reasonable
number of grid points. Furthermore, the focusing (defocusing) strategy
must allow for the fact that the beam will be distorted and spread to an
extent usually lying somewhere in expanse between the cxit-plane spot
size and the so-called diffraction-limited spot size at the focus. For
high Fresnel numbers the transformations to adaptive coordinates must be
accompanied by an appropriate phase transformation; otherwise, phase
oscillations cannot be sampled adequately. Transformations previously
used to overcome this difficulty either partially removed the 1n1t1al
phase oscillation and allowed arbitrary coordinate focus (defocus) 2,3,5
or removed all the initial phase but were limited tgﬁg*focus1ng strategy
following the behavior of a beam focused in vacuum.

The generalized transformations derived herein contain the best
features of both these cited methods and are shown to be a convenient
point of departure for solution by a class of numerical methods. Two
computer codes utilizing these iransformations have been developed and
compared, one using a modified form of the Herrmann-Bradley algorithm
and the other using a Fast Fourier Transform (FFT) approach described
herein. /he formulation cited above is shown to lead to an FFT solution
that does not require a Nyquist accuracy criterion, allowing the numeri
cal procedure to march the solution forward in a more economical fashion.
Numerical experiments indicate that the IGS method is slightly faster on
a per step basis when identical grid spacing is used. The FFT approach,
however, yields greater accuracy for identical spacing of mesh in the

Refbrences are listed on puge 41.

Thza ligt i8 representative but by no means complete.
**See note after Reference 9.
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transverse plane and, because of larger allowable propagation steps, it
is overall faster. This factor, in conjunction with the greater ease
of implementing an FFT algorithm, ara the requirement for less core

storage (when symmetry is not assumed), makes the method superior to
algorithms currently used.

The algorithms described herein concern themselves primarily with
the solution of the propagation equation. The class of problems
addressed is represented by hydrodynamic equations which can be solved
essentially in closed form within each computing step. This is the

type of problem to which most attention has been directed in the
literature.

Stimulus for the FFT portion of this report arose from a three-way
consultation between the author, Dr. J. Wallace of Far Field, Inc.,
Sudbury, Massachusetts, and Dr. J. Lilly of the US Army Missile Command.
A related FFT technique for the wave equation and hydrodynamics for
repetitively pulsed lasers is described in an Army Missile Command
Reportzz which is in preparation. The nature of this collaboration is
described in Section V and the Acknowledgment.

II. MATHEMATICAL MCDEL

We consider the model applicable to continuous-wave operation of a

laser in steady-state conditions. We assume that the laser is propagating

through an atmosphere with a time-independent cross wind V(g) and is
being rotated (slewed) at an angular rate Q through an axis passing
through the exit aperture. We assume that the hydrodynamics can be
represented by the steady-state heat equation with the laser acting as a
source term, that the wind and slewing produce forced convection, and

that conductivity is negligible. Under these assumptions the governing
model is given by

. 2ik W/ag + (3%W/3E2 + 32W/an?) + k2(n? - nW=0, (2-1)

n? - n?= (n,? - 1oe/o = -(n 2 - 1AT/T, (2-2)

3 (4T) b2
oocp(v * ) SE =0 e wl™, (2-3)
K(E,n,0) = (P/ar?)F(g,n)exp[i¢ - i(k/R) (€% + n?)/2]).  (2-4)

Equation (2-1) is the paraxial approximation to the wave equation.
Equation (2-2) is obtained from the Lorentz-Lorenz law expressing the
change in the index of refraction as a function of the change in tempera-
ture or air density where small deviations from ambiert are assumed.
Equation (2-3) is the expression of the heat balance for the conditions

8
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stated above. Equation (2-4) expresses the amplitude and phase of the
launched beam. In (2-4) the two quantities in the complex exponential
represent the phase arising from the laser cavity and the focusing
optics, respectively. It should be noted that in Eguation (2-3) we have
neglected the so-called kinetic cooling phenomenon,43 since this effect
is insignificant for ground-based lasers. This effect can nevertheless
be brought into this model without change in the basic nature of the
algorithm, since it merely affects a quadrature formula.ls3,5

We convert the model to a form containing all variables in dimen-
sionless form by letting

U= WP/, (2-5)
X=¢/r, Y =n/r, (2-6)
Z = t/L, (2-7)
a=al, (2-8)
8 = kr?/L, | (2-9)
Y= (2 1) P/(TopyepViv), (2-10)
u=2kim? - n?), (2-11)
w = QL/V, (2-12)
£(X,Y) = F(Xr,Yr), (2-13)
6(X,Y) = o(Xr,Yr). (2-14)

Here we have assumed that r is a convenient scale length in the
transvers? (¢,n) plane. For a _aussian beam a convenient choice for r
is the e~ folding radius. For focused beams the characteristic length,
L, in the ¢ direction, is conveniently chosen to be the focal cistance R.

In order to make one set of equations valid for focused beams and colli-
mated beams (R=«), L is defined by

R, focused beams
L= (2-15)
kr2, collimated beams.

For this choice of dimensionless variables the model takes the form

2iB3U/3Z + (3°U/09X% + 22u/aY?) + 28uU = 0, (2-16)
X
(X,Y,2) = -ave ®%(1 + wZ)'lfw(x‘,Y,Z)lzdx', (2-17)

9
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U(X,Y,0) = £(X,Y) exp[i¢ - iB;(x* + Y?)/2], (2-18)
where kr2/R, focused beams
g = (2-19)
1, collimated beams,
: and B, frcused beams
2 By = (2-20)
1 0, collimated beams.
e

The solution to the model expresses the dimensionless irradiance
|U| as a function of the rfour dimensionless parameters «,B,y,w and
X,Y,Z. If we seek the maximum irradiance or a characteristic average
irradiance in the focal plane, then the solution is seen to be dependent
only on a,8,y and w.

a2 TR TN coa o

Equation (2-16) is of parabolic type, and the algorithms success-
fully utilized for solution have similarities to those employed for
numerical solution of the time-dependent heat cquation. The Z variable,
representing the propagaticn direction, is analogous to the time variable
in heat transfer. The various methods used thus fuar '"march" the compu-
] tations forward in Z as is done in the classical explicit and implicit
: difference schemes. Equation (2-18) is used sor specifying the initial
3 plane of data. At each step the index distribution is recalculated,

y utilizing the most current values for U where AT, as will be shown, is
evaluated by numerical quadrature. Despite these similarities to the
heat transfer problem, the algorithms referenced above have, of neces-
sity, been uniquely tailored to the propagation problem and are somewhat
H more complicated than the techniques used for sclving the classical heat
ﬂ equation. Factors of computing efficiency of 10-i00 can be gained by
transforming the above model into a form more suitable for computation.

These transformations are essential regardless of the numerical algorithm
ultimately used.

ITI. TRANSFORMATIONS

Adaptive coordinates are generally required for focused beams of
high Fresnel number but have also been found necessary for collimated
beams when significant beam spreading occurs. The transformations uti-
lized for adaptive coordinates and phase removal are as follows:

x = X/a(Z), y = Y/a(Z), (3-1)
U= [B/a(D)] exply i8 (X% + ¥?) (3a/02)/a(2)], (3-2)
Z 1
z =/ (2a%)”'dz, (3-3)
ZO

10
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The application of these transformations to (2-16) results in

2i 3B/d3z + (3%B/3x? + 32B/3y?) + g(x,y,Z)B = 0 (3-4)
3 where 2
g(x,y,Z) = 28a%u - B%(x% + y2ya3aZa/az”. (3-5)

» The choice of the term (9a/3Z)/a in the phase transformation (3-2) makes
3 possible the maintenance of a simple structure for the transformed propa-
gation equation for any subsequent choice of scale length a(Z). All

¢ first-order derivatives Bx’B that would otherwise appear in the trans-
formed equation have been eliminated by this particular choice of vari-
ables. The transformations (3-1), (3-2), and (3-3)_are a generalization
of transfo.mations used by Wallace,< Aitken et al.,3 and Herrmann and
Bradley.® By appropriate choice of a, these cited transformations result
from the above generalization. In a later section we will show how cer-
tain advantages peculiar to each of the cited system of transformations

b can be obtained by appropriate choice of a(Z).

The solution to (3-4) is highly oscillatory in z, portending diffi-
culty in numerical computation due to the Nyquist criterion. The oscil-
lations arising from the term containing g are removed by use of the
Herrmann-Bradley9 transformation

T

] D = B exp(-il/2) (3-6)

where

hgw |
L]

A
jf g(x,y,2)dz. (3-7)
2o

This leads to the equation
2i aD/3z = -exp(- %-ir)(a2/ax2 + 3%/0y?)[D exp(- 3 in)]. (3-8)

: If we envision the approximation of (3-8) by finite differences, where
; all difference operators are centered at z = zo = z + Az,/2, then all

terms containing I become unity. The resulting difference equation is
then identical to the difference equation arising for a collimated beam
in vacuum. The difference approximation to Equation (3-8) is then indis-
tinguishable from the approximation to

LA -t a2

s 2i aD/dz = -(3%/3x? + 32/3y?)D. £3-9)

In sequence with the transformations leading to it, Equation (3-9) is

the point of departure for numerical solution using both the IGS and FFT
me hods.
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IV. IMPLICIT-GALERKIN-SPLINE METHOD

The IGS algorithm is designed to advance the solution of Equation
(3-9) from the plane 2, to the plane z .\ =z + Az. The algorithm, in
conjunction with the initial wave function specification, is applied
repetitively, along with phase initializations at each step, to march
the solution to the point in z of interest. Since we have assumed the
wind to be along the x-axis, we have a line of symmetry along y=0. We
use this symmetry to reduce the calculations in haif. In the rectangu-
lar propagating tube

Xy

X

1A
te]
A

M’
0 sy <Y, (4-1)
0 £z¢ 2

we superimpose the threc-dimensional grid

x5 = Xy + (3-1)ox, § = 1,2,...0
Yk = (k-1)ay, k=1,2,...K (4-2)
Zoer T %t Azn, n=1,2,...M

On this grid we approximate Equation (3-9) by a Crank-Nicholson type
stencil in z and the resulting difference equation by a fractional
step-alternating direction approximation. This Jeads to the two
equations:

(1 - L is202/0x20™% = (1 4 L aze2/x2y0", (4-3)
L
(1 - %iAzaz/ayz)DnH = (1« g i0222/3y2)0™F, (4-4)

where the superscripts denote the wave function at the n, n+%, and n+l
z levels, respectively,

The linear spline approximation9 is given by

DD = i%,m wp (X)w_ (¥) (4-5)

where £=1 m=1

12
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0, x ¢ Xpy OF x2 Xpo1 41,7

NL(X) = ) (X'x‘c-l)(xt‘xl.l)-lg x‘t_l S x g XL, UI,J (4"6)

(x£+1' x)(xzﬁl-x‘)'l, X, $x ¢ Xp,1° 241,35

0, (x) = exp 3 (x;° - %), -=

A
tad
A
»

(4-7)

= exp & (x.2 - x2
wJ(x) exp 3 (xJ - x4, x

A
»
A

8

. (4-8)

A similar definition applies to wm(y).

24

Applying the Galerkin method®" to (4-3), one obtains

-4

/wj x)[Qa - % i0z32/ax)B ™% (1 -} 1823%/3x2)P "]dx = 0, (4-9)

with a similar expression resulting from (4-4). After performing the
integration, one obtains two sets of coupled linear equations given by

(=i @] ¢ 058 ¢ (e 210
(4-10)
= (1+da) 0y ) +Dj,) )+ (4-21a1)0)
a- 1a1)(og*i , ?*i+l) . (4 2131)0
(4-11)
= @) OYTE R ) e (e 21a00],
where
1 = 3/2 Az/hz, (4-12)
h = ax = by. (4-13)

It should be noted that the cffect of using the Galerkin-Spline procedure
as opposed to the more conventional central difference method has been to
yield a finite difference stencil of similar basic structure but differing
coefficients. The central difference approach would yield (4-10) and
(4-11) with the coefficients (1 ¢ ia;) being changed to (%ia,) and

(4 ¢ 2ia;) being changed to (6 * 2ia;). The use of the Galerk1n -Spline
is reportedly” morc accurate.
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Equations (4-10) and (4-11) are of tri-diagonal form and are solved
by the recursive relations obtained by an adaptation of the Gauss elimi-

nation method. The complete set of equations for both the x and y direc-
tions are:

x Direction

A=C=1-ia (4-14)
By = 4+ 2ia;, j=2,3,...0-1 (4-15)
By = By = 2+ 3(1 - 0.50,72)/x h) (4-16)

+ 3)(1 % 0.5%h + 0.25h(1 - o.st“z)xM’l)i,

. n n . n
Gj = (1 + lal)(Dj-l,k + Dj+1,k) + (4 - 21a1)Dj,k’ (4-17)

E, = -C/B,, (4-18)
F) = G,/B,, (4-19)

Ej = -CAE_ + 87, =23, (4-20)

Fo= (6 - AR, JAE; Bj)'l, j=2,3,...0 (4-21)
u?i?.k =0, (4-22)

D?:t = EjD?:?’k +Fj §o=d,0-1,.00, (4-23)

The sequence of relations, Equations (4-14) to (4-23), when performed
for k = 1,2,...K, comprises the first half of the fractional step method.
It should be noted that all quantities are complex and that complex
arithmetic is implied throughout.

y Direction

The algorithm for the y direction is similar to that for the x direc-
tion with changes arising due to the assumed line of symmetry.

A=C=1-ia, (4-24)
Bk = 4 + Zial’ k = 1,2,.00K"1 (4-25)
By = By Eq. (4-16) (4-26)

14
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E, = -2C/B, , (4-28)
Fl = Gl/Bl’ (4-29)
-1
Ek = -C(A Ek-l + Bk) » k=2,3,...K (4-30)

-1
Fe= (6, - AF _JAE ) +8)7, k=23,..k (431)

+]
D?,K*l =0, (4-32)

n+l n+l
Dj,k EkDJ'k*l + Fk’ k = K.K-l’ootl. (4-33)

Upon completion of this second half of the alternating direction method,
the array D?K has been replaced with D?;l. When combined with the phase

initialization, Section VI, this operation advances the solution one
step. A FORTRAN IV subroutine for this algerithm is listed in Appendix B.

V. FAST FOURIER TRANSFORM METHOD

Fast Fourier Transform algorithms have been enploged for solving
boundary value problems by a number of invest1gators These efforts
invo)ved the use of the FFT to reduce the dimensionality of certain dif-
ference equations, the resulting numerical methods requiring a mixed
procedure entailing aspects of the more traditional implicit difference
schemes as in Section IV. An FFT algorithm for solving the atmospheric
propagation problem for collimated beams was proposed by Wallace,l9 and
led to the effort being reported here and in the MICOM report22 pre-
viously mentioned. An FFT algorithm for Brogagation within a laser
cavity is described by Canavan and Phelps.o: The authors report on

one method applicable to collimated beams which utilize the Helmholtz
equation as a point of departure. A second technique is reported which
is applicable for diverging beams and which makes use of the paraxial
approximation. This latter form contains a singularity at z=0 and does
nut seem to be generally applicable. The algorithm proposed by Wallacel®
is designed for the solution of the paraxial equation for collimated
beams and is based on a forward difference approximation in the Z direc-
tion. This algorithm would march one step of the solution to Equation
(2-16) by the three-stage operation

15
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T(p,q,2) = FFT[UX,Y,Z)e B2 (s-1)
U(p.q,2+ 82) = U(p,q,2)[1 + iaZ(p? + 42)/2]7}, (5-2)
UK,Y,2 +82) = FFT;[U(p,q,2 + 22)], (5-3)

where the symbolism FFT and FFT, indicate operation on a two-dimensional
array of complex data by the foiward and inverse FFT algorithm., This
algorithm, while being competitive with existing methods, suffers the
disadvantage of requiring a Nyquist-type accuracy criterion. For

example, when u=0 (vacuum propagation), the exact FFT transform solution
to (2-16) requires that in (5-2) U be given by

-— - -3 2 2
i(p,q,2+ aZ) = U(p,q,2)e 22P7+29)/2, (5-4)

Since this solution is cyclic, the Nyquist criterion indicates that a
minimum of six samples per cycle is needed to integrate a harmonic of
a particular frequency. When Equation (5-2) is used, the Nyquist cri-
terion, when applied to the highest frequency (n/Ax = n/ay), leads to

AZ € 2Ax2/3m, (5-5)

For the IGS method Herrmann and Bradley suggest the forward marching be
governed by the step-size criterion, AZ = Ax2, which is approximately
one sample per cycle for the Nyquist frequency. As they show, however,
this criterion does lead to sizable but tolerable phase errors at the
high frequencies. Hence, in (5-5) and (5-2) one could similarly sacri-
fice the accuracy of the high-frequency components by relaxing (5-5).
From this the conclusion can be drawn that the algorithm given by (5-1)
to (5-3) requires a step-size criterion that is similar to the IGS
method but differs by a factor near unity to be determined by numerical
experiment. The two algorithms thus differ in their cost according to
their relative cost in marching the solution one step forward, other
factors being assumed equal. As will be detailed in a later section,
the single-step IGS algorithm is about 15 percent faster than the FFT
as executed on BRL's BRLESC II computer. In contrast, it will be shown

by example that the FFT algorithm is more accurate for a specified grid
size than is the IGS method.

By analogy with the algorithm to be described in a later section,
the above algorithm can be made more attractive by replacing (5-2) with
(5-4). This can be justified by virtue of the approximation

e-182(p?+ q?)/2 ~ [1 + iaz(p?+ 2] (5-6)
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or by assuming constancy of u within a step Az, By this artifice the
Nyquist requirement is eliminated; however, the algorithm can be shown

to propagate the non-linear effect to an accuracy that is first-order
accurate in AZ.

In order to obtain a more accurate algorithm, to eliminate the need
for the Nyquist criterion, and, more importantly, to handle focused as
well as collimated beams, we derive an FFT algorithm utilizing the
sequence of transformations in Section III.

The FFT algorithm is also designed to advaice the solution to
Equation (3-9) in stages from plane z, to z,.,, each stage preceded by
a phase initialization. For reasons peculiar to FFT computer subroutines
we do not use the line of symmetry but work on the rectangle

Xy £ XS Xy

< Yy

(5-7)

with :he grid points as defined by (4-2). On this region, at the arbi-

trary plane z, the complex wave function D is assumed to have a Fourier
series approximation

J K
D(x,y,z) = ;;djk(xo)'oz)t (5-8)
=] k=)
where

dyy (x,y,2) = Cjk(z) exp(ipsx + iqy). (5-9)

By assuming that each component of the series satisfies (3-9) in the
interval (z,,z,,,), we guarantee that (5-8) also is a solution. Hence,
the anplituae of each harmonic for advancing from 2, to z, ., is giver by

Cx(2per) = Cjp(ay) expl- 3 ita(p2+q D)), (5-10)

where, because of the transformations leading to (3-9), we solve the one-

step prcpagator "exactly." From the theory of finite Fourier series for
discrete data it can be shown that

Cjk(zn) = (JK)-lit D(xzoymrzn) exp('iptxj - iqmyk)’ (5-11)
=1 m=l
where

{Zw(l-l)/(JAx), £=1,2,.,.3/2
e " (5-12)

2n(L-1-7J)/(Jax), £ = J/2+1,...9
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2x(m - 1)/(Kay), as=1,2,...K/2
q = (5-13)

2n(m-1-K)/(Kay), m = K/2+1,...K.

The inverse finite Fourier transform at level (n+l) is given by
K

J
D(x,¥,2,,,) =; E ij(zn”) exp(ipjx + iqpy). (5-14)
=] ksl

The operations defined by the sums in(5-11) and (5-14) can be
related to the operations performed by the so-called Fast Fourier Trans-
forms. See Appendix A. In (5-11) and (5-14) we have adopted a conven-
y tion which "folds" the negative frequencies to the second half of the
] series. This form is compatible with the convention used in most com-
puter subroutines. See, for example, Brenner.28

NS

VI, PHASE INITIALIZATION

The employment of the phase transformation (3-6), (3-7) is equiva-
! lent to propagating one z increment holding the phase distribution fixed
at what is anticipated will be the distribution at the middle of the
step. This "anticipation" is implemented by assuming that the function g
can be separated into similarity type products of functions depending on
z and on x,y. In this manner the z dependence can be accounted for by
quadrature, and within the half step the x,y dependence is assumed to be
similar to the behavior at the beginning of the step. Once the step has
been taken, by application of the basic algorithm, the phase of the wave
function is now "cff" by one-half step. The phase is updated by again
assuming separability of g and similarity, this time, however, using the
1 X,y dependence of g calculated at the end of the step. This phase up-
dating can be combined with the phase initialization for the next half
] step and done in one operation. If the scaling parameter a is completely
: arbitrary--that is, its slope is discontinuous at each step--then an
additional phase increment must be included. These operations are
3 defined in the equations that follow. We let

X TTRAV T T

S ca L aeyT

z —

3 r(x,y,z) =_/ [£,(2)u(x,y,2) + £,(2) (x? + y?)]dz, (6-1)
{ where Znelg
r; £,(2) = 208va[z(2)]e™ % {1+ wz(2)]”}, (6-2)
Y
5 £,(2) = -g%a3Pa/22?, (6-3)
r and X

E(X.)’.Z) = -f lD(x,y,z)Izdx. (6-4)

-0

18




o AT R o e TS R R L
TR R TIPS U T T T R TR S N S T T AT TR TS T R LT T S AR R A R e S o s TN Y TS i il
& SAES g 2 .

gquﬁma S

MDA A IS SN PP NI A M, X I )

i"
\ 2
: ¥
& ?
; : The phase updating is accomplished by multiplying the "old" wave func- i
4 ) tion by a complex phase increment and storing the "new" wave function I
; , over the old; that is ‘
: ; i
: -ia ’
: Dnew(xo)':zn) = Dold(an9zn)e " (6-5) ;
b
: where 1-
! A¢ = 2 U(xoYszn) (En + Fn) (6-6)
% ‘ . 1 2 2 -
‘ +3 (x“+y“) (G +H + 1 +J),
: z,
: E, == £,(2)dz, (6-7)
: Zn-%bzp_)
; 2
3 Fn = f fl (Z)dz, (6-8)
3 z, bz,
: ‘n
4 G, == f,(2)dz, (6-9)
- 2p-libzp
: °n
; H = £,(2)dz, (6-10)
F zn‘)’Azn
4 In x - Ba(Zn)aa/BZ zgzn- , (6-11)

Jo = eza.(zm)aa/azIzgzn+ . (6-12)

In the computer code the four integrals (6-7) to (6-10) are done by
3 trapezoidal quadrature. When the scaling length a has a continuous
3 slope in going fiom step to step, the sum (I, + J,) vanishes.

] VII. CHOICE OF SCALING LENGTH FOR ADAPTIVE COORDINATES

T

The scale length a(Z) used in defining the adaptive coordinates is

: present in the phase transformation (3-2). The initial wave function ]
after transformation is given by .

ﬁ 1(4+4,) 3
; B(x,y,0) = af(ax,ay)e (7-1) ,
where %

| 0, (x,7,0)=-1 (x2 + y2) (80a/02],_, , 8)) (7-2)
14720 2 Z=0 + “17° 3
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Unless a(Z) is properly chosen, ¢, can become quite large away from the
center of the beam, leading to rapid oscillations in the initial data.
Such oscillations, to be sampled adequately, would require too fine a
mesh size for practical computation. The manner in which this diffi-
culty is avoided is described below for focused beams and collimated
beams.

Focused Beams

For focused beams 8, = 8 in Equation (7-2). Hence, if 3a/3Z = -1
at Z = 0, ¢, will be identically O as desired. The choice of

a(z) = [1-2)2 + (Z/B)2]* (7-3)

by Herrmann and Bradley9 and by Ulrichl3 has this advantage but suffers
the disadvantage of focusing as does a beam in vacuum, thus not allowing
enough grid space for severely bloomed bzams. The choice of

a=1-(1-N/B)Z (7-4)

is similar to Aitken et al. and has the advantage of being N times dif-
fraction limited at the focus. Here N can be chosen arbitrarily,
depending on the expected severity of thermal blooming. This choice has
the disadvantage that ¢1 does not vanish completely; that is

¢1(x,y) = N(x2 + y2)/2, (7-5)

Hence, if the N required to contain the bloomed beam is too large, this
formulation may lead to a poor numerical solution. This is apparent in
Problems 1 and 2 for an N of 5. The above two candidates assume that
one formula governs the z variation of a from aperture to focus. This
requires that z, in Equation (3-3) be zero. A generalization of this
choice is to advance to the focus in a manner where a(z) is piecewise
linear. In this way, a can have an initial slope of -1, thus nulling
¢,. and can be gradually varied at each step so as to have the proper
scaling according to the demands of the blooming. Here we have

a) =a +b (Z-12),2 <252, (7-6)
and , 7
2= 8 [a + b, (2 - 2,)] %42
n
86 )7 a "' - (a  + b (z-2))7'], b k0

(7-7)

2,-1 _
(82, ) (z- 7)), b0,

An additional attractive candidate for a is

20
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a=1-2+NZ%8. (7-8)
It has the desired properties of -1 initial slope and arbitrary size at
the focus. Its mejor disadvantage is that it does not permit the inte-
gral in (23) to be done in simple closed form.

The choice
a=1[0-22%+ N/BY" (7-9)

has all the requisite characteristics. This form is seen to be similar
to the Z-dependent beam waist for a focused Gaussian beam with the scale
gradually evolving to N times larger than that expected in vacuum. While
this form seems to be an obvious generalization of the previously used®
(7-3), the freedom to use the generalization is not readily apparent
until one proczeds to perform the sequence of transformations as done

in Sections III and VII. For a in (7-9), Equation (3-3) relating z and
Z becomes

z = N van~ [N2/8(1- 2)] , (7-10)
and
Z=8tan z/(N + 8 tan z). (7-11)

The (w0 equations (7-10) and (7-11) thus permit the integration or
marching to proceed in z space while simultaneously computing such quan-
tities as {,(Z) and f,(Z) which are more conveniently expressed in Z.

It should be noted that there are ''tradeoffs' among these various
choices. For example, when a(Z) is piecewise linear, its second deriva-
tive vanishes, eliminating one term in the phase function g(z), but
introduces an additional term because of the discontinuity. In Equation
(7-9) the second derivative of a, as required in (3-5), takes the form

32a/322 = (N?/82)/ad. (7-12)

Choice of Az

Marching or integrating forward in steps of fixed Az is good
strategy since, through the transformations, the effect is to use more
z planes in the region where the beam is tightly focused and fewer planes

elsewhere. It can be shown that for a(Z) chosen by (7-4) the focus is
reached when

1}

z = 1/N. (7-13)

Hence, if we elect to march to the focus in M equal steps, Az is given
by

Az = 1/MN, (7-14)
For a(Z) in (7-9) the focal z is equal to n/2N and
Az = 1/2MN, (7-15)
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In order to have a flexible code the author's codes have been designed

to allow optionally for fixed Az or fixed AZ with provisions for a ;
maximum AZ when Az is fixed. .

Collimated Beams

For collimated beams B, in Equation (7-2) is zero. If the compu-
tations are done without an adaptive coordinate system, 3a/3Z = 0 and
¢, is identically zero. If the blooming is severe enough to spread the
beam teyond the original coordinate system, the linear form of a,
Equation (7-4), is generally adequate. If the required N is not too
large (2 or 3), then the oscillations can be adequately sampled. A
seemingly better choice (though not tried) is

TSR

] a(z) = 1 + dz°. (7-16)
The term N vanishes for this choice and

2 = 7(2d% + 2dz22)"! + (2d) 'tan"!(z/d%). (7-17)

TR

This form requires marching in steps of fixed Z, since inverting of (7-14)
to reference 2z dependent quantities requires a numerical procedure. The
parameter d is free to be chosen according to the thermal blooming that

is expected.

VIII. # COMPARISON OF THE ACCURACY AND EFFICIENCY
OF THE TWO METHODS

T

£os

The two algorithms were compared employing iwo different methods

s for choosing the adaptive coordinates and utilizing different step size
Az, Two sample problems were done, one with a '"small" Fresnel number of
2.96 and the second with a "moderate'' Fresnel number of 9.3. Both

cases experience severe thermal blooming and tax the state of the art
for such computations.

i fici

Problem 1

The first problem is the so-called NRL sample problem. We assume
an ideal Gaussian beam focused at a range of 2 km. The parameters are
given by

£(¢,n) = exp[- 3 (6% + n?)/1?]
a = 0.064/m
P/V = 44.843 kw-sec/m
10 cm
2 km
Q= 0.0/sec
A = 10.6 x 10" °m
¢ =.0
22
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The parameters associated with the computations are as follows. For
both methods the extent of the grid at the exit plane was *4 beam radii
with symmetry utilized for the I1GS method. An N of 5 was used for the
coordinate system. For the IGS method the number of grid points was

65 x 33 and 64 * 64 for FFT. The actual size of the individual cells
was essentially identical but twice as many cells were used for the FFT
because of the requirements of the subroutine. With this gridding, one
step of IGS was about 15 percent faster than one step of FFT. By impli-
cation, in problems not permitting the symmetry the FFT would be over
1.5 times faster than the IGS. Alternatively, special modification of
the FFT subroutines would gain the same factor.

For this problem the number of z steps to the focus was varied to
see if either method permitted more rapid advance. In Figures 1 through
4 the notations Iand Il are used to denote the strategy for chousing the
adaptive coordinate system, the notation implying

I, a(Z) determined by Equation (7-4),
11, a(Z) determined by Equation (7-9).

For this problem we have compared only the peak intensity at the various
ranges. The solid line in Figures 1-4 is the result obtained by Hogge5
for the identical proublem using an explicit difference scheme with a grid
of 121 x 121 in x,y and 247 z planes. In order to compare with Hogge's
result, we have multiplied the intensity by e®2 to conform with his con-
vention (private communication).

In Figures 1 and 2, the IGS method is seen to agree closely with
Hogge for 10 z steps, but for 5 z steps and a(Z) chosen by I the IGS
method is off considerahbly. For the FFT method, Figures 3 and 4, the
results again agree very well; but, most importantly, the solution shows
almost no sensitivity to relaxing Az to S steps when choosing a(Z) by
either I or II. No attempt was made to solve this problem with either
method for less than S5 steps. Neglecting the solutions using I, the
results for this problem are inconclusive. However, we note that we
neglected the usual step-size criterion in the IGS method. We would
therefore conclude that for this prublem the two methods are comparable
only if we know a priori that the step-size criterion can be ignored.

In Problem 2 we will show that it cannot in general be ignored for IGS
but can be for the FFT.

Provlem 2

The second problem has more severe thermal blooming than Problem 1.
Again we consider an ideal Gaussian beam focused at 2 km. The parameters
for this problem are

a, = 0.224/m
P/V = 50 kw-sec/m
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The problem was solved utilizing both methods, two strategies for the
adaptive grid, and various choices of Az. The summary of the focal plane
data and the key parameters used for each of the nine cases are listed

in Table I. Figure 5 denotes the isoirradiance contours at the aperture
piane for each of the nine cases. The focal plane isoirradiance contours
obtained by using a subroutine developed by Hartwig29 are contained in
Figures 6-14, In these figures the point of peak intensity is denoted
with an x, and the ratio of focal plane to aperture plane peak intensity
is denoted as MAX FLUX. The intensity for each contour line is in
decreasing increments of 0.1 times the peak intensity as one moves away
from the x. The dashed circle is the e-! contour for vacuum propagation
and for no thermal blooming encompasses the first six contours. In the
focal plane the extent of the computing grid is the original factor of 4
beam radii (4 times the small circle) times the factor of N=5 to allow
for blooming. The magnitude of the focal plane blooming is evident by

comparing the area of the inner six contours with the small dashed circle
in Figures 6-14.

Since the problem has no independent solution by which we can gauge
the accuracy of the numerical solution, we have taken the usual approach
of trying to find a region in mesh spacing where the solution is not
sensitive. From experience, accurate solutions can be delineated by
examination of the degree of smoothness in the isoirradiance contours.
Employing these two factors, we have made the judgment that the cases
denoted with the symbol ++ are acceptable and accurate. It should be
noted that, since the peak intensity is a quantity determined at a dis-

crete point, some discrepancy between methods is to be expected, depending
on the coarseness of the grid.

For this problem it was found that a grid of 65 x 33 was not suffi-
cient to obtain an accurate solution by the IGS method, Figures 6 and 8.
For a grid of 101 x 51 with the IGS method and a(Z) chosen by II
(Figure 9), the solution at the focal plane agreed with the FFT cases
using a grid of 64 x 64. For the IGS method it was found that using the
step-size criterion 8z = Ax? yielded an accurate solution (Figure 9),
but when this restriction was ignored and 10 z steps were used (Figure 11)
an inaccurate solution resulted. For the FFT method no appreciable dif-
ference resulted between 10 z steps and 5 z steps, Figures 13 and 14.
The contrasting behavior of the two methods when Az is increased is
attributed to the Nyquist-type accuracy criterion as discussed in
Section V. Even though implicit schemes are generally considered to be
unconditionally stable, because of the cyclic nature, the Nyquist
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criterion is needed to sample the oscillations of the high frequencies.
A similar behavior would be expected for the FFT method using (5-2) when
Az is relaxed. The difficulty does not occur using (5-10), since the
oscillations are followed "exactly'" for each frequency within the step.
This does not imply that the solution itself is exact, since the phase
transformations done at each step are obviously approximate.

IX. CONCLUSIONS

The numerical solution of the laser propagation problem can be
greatly enhanced by mathematical transformations that are applied con-
currently. Transformations previously used can be generalized to remove
phase oscillations arising from the focusing optics and still permit
beams blooming well beyond a one times diffraction limited coordinate
system. The FFT and IGS approaches to the solution of the propagation
problem are found to differ most importantly in the fact that a step-
size criterion similar to the Nyquist criterion is needed for IGS and
can be relaxed for certain formulations of the FFT. Additionally, the
FFT method yields greater accuracy than IGS for the same choice of
gridding. While single steps of IGS are about 15 percent more efficient
than FFT, the above factors led to a factor of 10 in computing efficiency
for FFT for one sample problem, while for another problem the computing
costs were about equal. Overall, the FFT method seems to be several
times more efficient than the IGS method. Propagation programs based on
the FFT method are easier to implement becausc of the general availability
of FFT subroutines. This latter advantage is eliminated, however, when
an IGS one-step subroutine is available. See Appendix B. The IGS method
requires the storage of two complex arrays while FFT requires one. This
is a significant saving of core storage for those problems that do not
permit symmetry.
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APPENDIX A

USE OF FAST FOURIER TRANSFORM SUBROUTINES

The operation performed by a so-called FFT subroutine is the very
rapid computation of the complex array

J
Cj = J'IZ% exp[vi2n(£-1)( - 1)/J] (A-1)
=1

where the C., j=1,2,...J, are usually stored over the complex array Dp.
For v = -1,”this corresponds to the forward finite Fourier transform
over discrete data. This is equivalent to obtaining the amplitudes of
the J Fourier harmonics for approximating D. The approximation for D
is then given by

J
D(x) = Z C; exp[vip;x] (A-2)
i=1
where p; is given by Equation (5-12) of the report and v = 1, If x is
replacea by the discrete values over which DL was defined, it car. be
shown that
J
Dy = D(x,) = Z C; exp[vip; (£- 1)8x] (A-3)
e
3 J

Cj exp[vi2n(j -1)(£-1)/J].
J=1

The implication of this identity is that the sums (A-1) and A-3) can be
performed by one algorithm with the appropriate change of v, as is done
by the various available FFT routines. The possible pitfall in the
propagation problem is that, in performing the integration of the wave
function as approximated by the Fourie: series, we must use the first
sum in (A-3) rather than the second. Use of the convention standardized
by the computer routines can obscure the fact that the second sum of
(A-3) is a completely erroneous representation of the Fourier series at
all points in x except the discrete points. The difficulty is avoided
by observing that all operations involving x at other than the discrete
points must treat the series as having the negative frequencies "folded"
as given by Equation (5-12). These considerations affect only Equation
(5-10) of the aigorithm. Equations (5-11) and (5-14) involve situations
where the sums of (A-3) are interchangeable.

The nature of the original Cooley-Tukey FFT algorithm and its many
variants is such that the operation is far more efficient for arrays of
length 2K, The computer code was designed to work with arrays of size
64 x 64 to take advantage of this economy.
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. LIST OF SYMBOLS §
! i B Transformed complex wave function %
5 ; p Specific heat of propagation medium at constant pressure ;
! . D  Transformed complex wave function 3
3 F(&,n) Spatial distributicn of beam amplitude at aperture %
3 k Wave number (= 2n/A) 5
g L Characteris%ic length in propagation direction (= R, focused :
; beams; = kr, collimated beams) §
§ n Index of refraction after laser heating (function of £, n, and ) ?
? n, Index of refraction under ambient conditions (assumed constant) !
: P  Total beam power 3
% r Characteristic length in &-n plane; e! folding length for a {
4 Gaussian beam ;
E R Focal distance for focused beam i
; Atmospheric temperature after laser heating (function of £, n, f
; and g)
i T, Ambient atmospheric temperature
: Dimensionless complex wave function (= WIWO)
g v Wind speed (assumed to be in the positive £ direction and may be
: ¢-dependent)
3 W Complex wave function
3 W, Normalizing factor [= (P/nrz)%]
X,y Adaptive coordinates in transverse plane [= X/a(Z), Y/a(Z)]
X,Y Dimensionless spatial coordinates in transverse plane (= g/r,
n/r)
Z Dimensionless coordinate in propagation direction (= ¢/L)
i z Transformed coordinate in propagation direction [see Eq. (3-3)]
- a;  Absorption coefficient
i o Dimensionless absorption coefficient (= ay L) é
3 B Dimensionless parameter (= kr2/L), equal to the Fresnel number i
3 for focused beams or unity for collimated beams 1
‘ Y Dimensionless thermal blooming distortion parameter .
: (= (noz- l)P/(TooochAr)]; in the atmosphere y may be g-dependent. ;
4 Spatial coordinate in propagation direction !
g,n Spatial coordinates in transversz plane
A Laser wavelength
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Dimensionless quaatity [= -;-kl.(n2 - n,%)]

Atmospheric density after laser heating (function of &, n, t)
Ambient atmospheric density

Spatial distribution of beam phase at aperture

Angular slewing velocity

Dimensionless slewing velocity (= QL/V)
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