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The Evolution of the Multinational Corporatiion
Although much has been written about the awesome power of the

corporatien, perhaps none have merited the mantel of authori-
tarianism so extensively as the great early MNCs. Britain's

East 1ndia Company, although an early archetype of the modern

MNC, ruled a fifth of the world's population nearly two and a
half centurles.7 In the 1930's , United Fruit Company(now

United Srands), commanded so enormous a presence in Latin America
that it could topple povernments, control l4 million acres of land
from Guba to Ecuador and earn the title,"el pulpo:(the octopus).
While all this somehow seems a Jistant past, the more recently
alleped episode of IT&T involvement in Chile, or the protest con-

tinued in The American Challenge Y reveal at once the currency

of the protlem,
A glance at the following list? of rhe biggzest 1MNCs will quietly

dispel any notion of their relative unimportance to the economy.

7 Newsweek, lovember 20, 1972, p. 90,

¢ Jean-Jacques servan-schreiber, The American Challenge (New Yorl:,
Athenium , 1963).
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Company Base Sales* | Company tase Sales*
 General Motors __us. $28.3 (1Y us. __ $73
Exxon _us. 18.7  Guli OM us. 5.9
Ford Mator us. 16.4  British Petroleum Britain 5.2
Royai Dulch/Shell__ Britain-Netheriands 127  Philips _Netherlands 5.2
General Electric Us. 9.4 Volkswagen _Sermany 5.0
138 us. 8.3  Westinghouse Electric Us. 4.6
Mobi 0l __us 8.2 DuPont us. 3.8
Chrysier us. 80 Siemens  Gemany 3.8
Texacq N5 7.5  imperial Chemical Britain_ 3.7
U Britase-Rethertands 75 RCA us. 37
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