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Chapter VI
THE AIR FORCE AT S.E.A

The critical bias which characterized the

Force in the late 1950's and the first half of

115

portreit of the Air

12 1¢20's has persisted

even more strongly in nonfiction since the war In Southeast Asia has

become the predominant rational concern. But fic

dealt extensively with the Air Force role in the wvar.

feeling of netional frustration and disillusiommer

experience in Scutheast Asic as that which charac

a period which alsc producec relatively few ficti

the often bizarre realities cf the Vietnam wWar heve

news that would-be writers of fiction feel that ©
truth is to relate actions =nd motives which are
than fiction--and often far uore incredible than
imagination could conceive anc create in a novel.

dealing with the Air Force ir Southeast Asia has

thus far has not
Perhaps the same
hos pervaded our
ized the Korean Var,

:1 works. Or perhaps
so dominated the

;imply tell the

every way stranger

en the wildest

r rate, fiction

teen sparse to date.

Two relatively important authors have dealt with the national involve-

ment there, but tieir works heve little or nothing to say about Air

Force matters.

Gratam Greene's The Quiet American (1055) end Morris

West's The Ambasseior (1965) zre both political novels dealing with

the early stages ¢  Americen . WO

what the authors t._Zeve to tc th

whid » +
L

often vland assurz.ce

mistakes in its de .’ ings with “he

. 8., into increesing

-2rious forces at work i-

vement in Vietnam and portreying

. s .
.ivete, the sanguinity, and the

- serious

Irdo=China.









































































































































