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Section S — Introduction and Summary

S-0

OBJECTIVES AND SCOPE OF THE WCCM STUDY

The objectives and scope of the WCCM Study Phase emphasize the requirement
for selection of practical and cost-effective waveform and modem design concepts
for achievement of a jamming-resistant command and control data link for
Remotely Controlled Vehicles.

The total Wideband Command and Control Modem (WCCM) program
consists of two distinct phases. The first or study-phase of the program is
devoted to the performance analyses and conceptual (block diagram level)
design of the waveform and modems employing that waveform to provide a
jamming-resistant command and control data link for unmanned, remote,
multiple airborne vehicle control and position location, The second or experi-
mental model phase of the overall program is to be devoted to the detailed
design and fabrioation of experimental models of the equipment and agsoc!ated
test units which will permit demonstration and Government evaluation of the
full performance capabilities of the design. As an element of the Final Report
of the WCCM Study Phase, this topic will concentrate on the objectives and
acope of the first phase of the total program.

Throughout the program, there is an emphasis on the practicality and
cost-effectiveness of the design approach. This emphasis is clearly evident
in the statements of the study phase objectives and scope, which appear in the
presentations on the facing page. Practicality is understood to mean that the
seolcoted design approach must bhe reducible to deliverable experimental models
within one year after design approach approval and that the approeach caa be
implemented with currontly available state-of-the-art dovices or components.
Rescarch or development of new technigues would eatail too much techaical and
schedule riek in a one-year equipment development effort. Practicality also
vefers to a design which can be implemented within suitable physical dimen-
sions, woight and power drain characteristies for installation in unimanned
aircerafl, in the case of the RCV modenms.

The cost-cffoctiveness objectives are clearly indicated by the cost goal
of less than $10,000 por RCV modem in production gquantities. While less
explicitly stated, cost-cffectiveness is also an important congideration in the
sclection of the design approach for the ground station modem. Here the cost-
effectiveness objoectives will be best served by careful chaice of equipment
modularity characteristics to permit selective implemeniation of the particular
magnitude of ground station capabilities which ave required to service a given
class of field deployment reguirements,

The summary of the scope of the WCCM Study as presented on the
facing page lists the key factors or stucy considerations and conrstraints which
were defined ag applicable to each of the major areas of concern or investiga-
tion during the study, The quantitative listing of specified WCCM performance
requirements, as well as descriptions of the approach and methodology used
in performing the study ani summary of study resulls, are contained in the
topice immediately following in this section,
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OBJECTIVES OF THE WCCM WAVEFORM AND MODEM
CONCEPTUAL DESIGN STUDY

o
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i;f e Design a waveform and develop conceptual designs of modems employing that
ﬁi waveform to permit achievement of a practical and cost-effective implemen-
i\f tation of a jamming~resistant command and control data link utilizing

& spread-spectrum modulation techniques for unmanned, remote, multiple

gg airborne vehicle control and position location capabilities.

%

i SCOPE OF THE WCCM STUDY

&

% e System Employment

i\*{ — Range limited to line-of-sight operation without use of relay

8 aircraft

~ All information required to control RCV part of communications
problem

— Detailed consideration of sensor data interfaces and antenna
problems excluded

¢ Overall Performance
— Selecticn of spread-spectrum modulation techniques to achieve
required AJ protection and position location by ranging

— AJ protection against CW, swept CW, pulsed and Gaussian noise
sources; antispoof capability desired

¢ Detailed Performance
— Data rate (including digitized downlink video) and updating
requirements
— Guard time techniques to overcome range differentials
= Ecror protection techniques

- Muximum, adaptable AJ protection and multiple access capability
within state-of-the~art and propagation constraints

- Uplinks and downlinks may be nonsymmetrical

e U SR IR AN IR 4, AR AT

e Cost and Implementation

s s R W AR T

- Implementable within 1 year after design approval with current
state~of-the-uart components; no R&D of new techniques

— Cost-eifective (goal $10K/RCV modem in production) iinplemen-
tation in minimal physical dimensions, lightweight and low power drain,

Depth of design detail sufficient to permit cost estimates

e s

IR AP PG
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Section S - Introduction and Summary
SUMMARY OF SPECIFIED WCCM PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS

The key challenges in the selection of the WCCM waveform design and modem
concepts were to satisfy the detailed perfcrmance requirements while retaining
the minimum RCV modem complexity as required to achieve cost objectives and
to satisfy the physical characteristics objectives within current state-of--the-art,

System Performance Requirements ~ The principal performance
objective of the WCCM development effort is the achievement of a cost-
effective approach to ECM-registant communications for command, control,
and position location of up to 25 RCVs from a single ground control facility.

In order to accommodate up 1o 25 RCVs dispersed over a 250-nmi range, the
capability for RCV downlink multiple access to the single control facility is
particularly important, Thus, development of the optimum waveform design
required adeqguate consideration of the network control and coordination aspects
of the communication system, as well ax design for a reliable and efficient
communication link, For RCV deployments in regions of difficult terrain,
line-of-sight communications at the specified 250-nmi range may require
careful ground temna site selection io achieve anienna heights compatible
with this capak’ .tv. The variability of propagation time of signals from RCVs
distributed over the 250-nmi range requires system accommodation of guard
times of approximately 3 msec, or a design approach to control RCV trans-
mission times to reduce the guard time in proportion to the distance between
the two ground stations required for RCV position location.

Position Location Implications for System Design — The requirement for
RCV position location accuracy to within 100 feet does not impose an additional
burden on the bandwidth requiremsents of the WCCM waveform. The nominal
250-ns waveform time resolution required results in keying rate requirement
of only 4 Mpps for ranging. This is well below the 50 Mpps minimum keying
rate required on the uplink at a processing gain of 30 dB. Since only a 500-mile
round trip range ambiguity need be accommodated, the waveform code length
required is not a significant factor,

The major RCV communication system impact of the position location
requirement is the need for at least two ground control facility receivers
located at some distance from each other to permit position computation from
several range measurements and RCV altitude reports. However, availability
of this second receiver can enhance the ECM invulnerability of the system

Command and Status/Response Communications Requirements — The
requirement for 2,000 bps per RCV command and status/response data results
in a total information rate of 50,000 bps for this purpose. At the specified
minimum 30-dB uplink processing gain, a transmission bandwidth of greater
than 50 MHz is required in order to accommodate addressing and error-control
coding overhead. The requirement for a 10~5 undetected error rate is indica-~
tive of the critical importance of reliable command and response data communi-
cation for control and successful retrieval of the unmanned vehicle, Maximum
practically achievable processing gain is particularly important in the RCV
uplink receiver in view of the greater potential range advantage of a jammar
during the objective phase of the mission in opposition territory. Development
of a simple, cost-effective means of achieving modularly adaptive processing
gain to provide higher processing gain when fewer RCVs are deployed presents
waveform design challenge,

Multiple Access Requirements — The multiple access capability of the
WCCM is particularly important in the downlink where 25 status/response
data sources and § wideband digitized video sources scattered over a wide

5-2
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range require access to a single downlink receiver in the ground control station.
'The range spread of the RCV transmitters from 1 to 250 nmi results in a ground
receiver dynamic range requirement of approximately 50 dB. The approach to
implementation of the downlink multiple~access capability must be chosen with
adequate regard for RCV transmitter complexity resulting from transmit timing
coordination and other signal processing implications.

Video Transmission — The 100-MHz information bandwidth required for
simultaneous downlink transmission of five 20-Mbps digitized video signais
establishes an upper limit on required WCCM data rate performance capability.
Fortunately, the additional handwidth above this information bandwidth for
errcr-control and processing gain is less stringent than that for command and
status/response data. The requirement for only 10=3 undetected errcr rate is
consistert with the inherent redundancy in uncompressed video. Additionally,
the downlink anti{amming threat is less severe than that for the uplink, resnit-
ing in less need for downlink processing gain.

SUMMARY OF SPECIFIED WCCM PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS

Specified Performance Parameter Dasign Requirement
P o
Overall System/Deployment:
¢ Basic Function Command and control of up to 25 RCVs from
a single ground terminal
e Communications Range Up to 250 nmi line-of-sight (use of rulay
aircraft not to be considered)
e Position Location 100 feet
Accuracy
e Link Configuraiion Uplink for continuous RCV C&C; downlink

for status/command respense reporting and
20 Mbps digitized video from cach of § RCVs
o Physical Considerations Minimal physical dimensions, low power
drain, lightweight

e Types of Components for State-of-the-art components but no R&D of
Implementation new techniques; imnlementable within 1 year
after dosign approval
e Cost Considerations F.aphasis to be ot RCV modem simplicity;
goal is $10K/RCV modom in productica
Uplink
¢ Throughput Data Rate 3, 000 bps/RCV with a satisfactory number of
command periods per socond
¢ Spread-Spactrum 30 dB minimum; sdaptable to provide
Processing Gain additional precessing geir if < 25 RCVs are
used
Downliak
¢ Throughput Data Rate 2,600 bps/RC Y with number of response per-
{ods per second to be determined by study; 20
Mbps of digitized video from each of upto RCVs
¢ Bit Error Rote 10-5 for response data; 10 2 for video data
e Spread-Spectrum Maximum pructical; to be determined by study

Processing Gain
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Section S — Introduction and Summary
SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDED WAVEFORM DESIGN

Tke recommended wideband command and control modem waveform dosigns have
been developed for efficient and effective multimode, ECM resistant, two-way com-
niunication between a ground control station (GCS) and a number of remotely con-
trolled vehicles (RCVs). The resultant designs are fully compliant with the specified
performance requirements and objectives and with a number of additional derived
performance characteristics to enhance system cost-effectiveness for use in a wide
variety of cperational situaticns and RCV deployment levels.

Waveform Design Rationale — The forward-link waveform design devel-
oped in this study has resulted from emphasis on simplicity — yet operational
effectiveness — of the RCV modem. Return link waveform and ground control
station modem designs Fave stressed flexibility and modular design for cost-
effectively meeti ; a wide range of RCV deployment levels and mission types.
Thus, the recommended design is consistent with the objectives of relatively
iaw~-cost RCVs, when producsd in quantity, while permitting each deployed ground
coutrol station configuration to be optimized for specific operational require-
ments. Inclvded are many derign features which are aimed at a high degree of
communication reliability for ICV operation worldwide over difficult terrain
while alsc enhancing tL.a ECM effectiveness of the system.

A gated carrier wavefoirm is employed wherein every sixth PN code kuying
iaterval is unmodulated by the transmitied data, This arrangement improves
modam signal tracking performar.ze by permitting mocdem signal tracking cir-
cuit optimization fov iink dynamics, ratier than being tied to a number of moduiar
data rates which the design accommodates. A 60-Mpps keying rate pseudo noise
code sequence {8 employed for arti~;amming spectrum-spreading. This sequence
is modulated at a 300 MYz iF by a binarv contirious phase-shift modulation
{2 CPSM) to mroduce a "noige-like, " consta.t-amplitude waveform.

Tho waveform designs for beth the forward link and the TDMA channel on
the return link accommodate n.odular utilizaticn of additional processing gain for
enhanced antijamming protection when fewer than 26 RCVs u-e deployed.

A message-orientad appreach to trrnsfer of cormand and telemetry data
between tha GCS and RCVs includes provision of positive RCV acknowledgement
of succorsful forward link command reoc.,.. to the GCS viu the return link., This
foature, combired with capability for variable update rates for individual RCVs
permits use of retransmission technigues ‘o further enhance communication re-:
liability in a tactical ECM environment. As a result, additional effective process-
iag qaln is realized by the system. Incorporation of the measurement of data
quality tn both RCV and iC8 modems produces higher performance signal
tracking and rencquisition. Further, use of theso quality measures provides
a very low probability of false mesaage accaptance without employm .at of an
axceasive degree of error-detection coding redvndancy in the waveforms.

Forward-Link Waveform Design Highlights — The forward-link waveform
design for GCS-to-RCV communication of command and control data employs a
60-MHz channel bandwidth, continuous transmission, addressed time division
multiplexed waveform. This forward-link waveform accommodates variable
rate transmission of up to 2490 Lps command data rates to each of 26 RCVs
with 30 dB of spectrum-spreading processing galn, at update rates of 30 com-
mands per gecond per RCV, The waveform and modems accommodate trans-
mission and processing of link commands which provide for GCS coatrol of
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E RCV transmit frequency, return-link transmission mode, antenna pointing, and
S ' return-link burst transmission initiate time.
‘ . The continuous forward link transmission from the GCS is continuously

. received by all deployed RCVs, In this manner, all forward-link signal energy is
A 9 used by each RCV for reliable signal tracking at low signal-to-noise ratios and
o 3 ) for receiver reacquisition of the signal when necessary. Provision for command
R " message addressing to individual RCVs provides for increased flexibility of com~
mand and control rates to each of the RCVs in accordance with the rate dictated
by the mission phase. Decreased ECM vulnerability results from the use of
addressed commands in the continuously transmitted signal, and opposition ex-
ploitability of signals by relating forward- and return-link traffic is significantly
hampered.

Return Link Design Highlights — Up to six 60-MHz bandwidth channels may
' be used in the hybrid frequency division multiple access/time division multiple
- ' access (FDMA/TDMA) return link. One TDMA burst transmission channel pro-
: vides for GCS reception of up to 2400 bps of status/response telemetry data from
K f each of up to 25 RCVs at 27 dB cf processing gain, A nominal guard time of 300
us between bursts accommodates differentials in time-of-arrival at the displaced
(up to 50 miles) ground receivers required for RCV position location capability
in the system. Simultaneously, from one to five 60-MHz-bandwidth, continuous
transmission return-link channels may be employed for transmission of 20 mega-
bit per second video or sensor data and 2400-bps telemetry from each of one to
five RCVs, respectively. In this video and telemetry mode, telemetry data is
multiplexed a: the spread-spectrum chip level with the video data to eliminate
any requirement for RCV storage, or buffering, of digitized video data,
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Message Timing Structures. These timing structures are described fully in
Section 3 of this report.
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Section S — Introduction and Summary

OVERVIEW OF SYSTEM CONFIGURATION FOR RCV COMMAND, CONTROL, AND
POSITION LOCATION

The waveform and modem designs developed in the conduct of this study provide for
optional inclusion of RCV position location capability in the command and control
system by providing a second ground station, The second station (termed the Ground
Slave Station) incorporates a demodulator section of the RCV modem to receive range
measurement timing coordination information by reception of forward link signals
transmitted by the Master Ground Control Station.

When the forward link transmit and return link receive PN code timing
difference measurement capabilities of the GCS Modem are to be employed for
RCYV position location, two ground staiions are required. The Master Ground
Control Station (MGCS) will house the full mission control personnel, remote
control consoles, and data processing equipment required for RCV command
and control, Additionally, a receive-only Ground Slave Station will be required
to process return link signals for RCV ranging measurements. As shown, the
master station can measure the round trip time differences between its contin-
uous forward link PN code transmission and each of the unique RCV return link
PN code sequences which are synchronized to it by virtue of the RCV modem de-
sign utilization of locked receive and transmit PN code generators. In this man-
ner it can perform two-way ranging between the master station and each of the
25 RCVs,

At a remote Ground Slave Station (GSS) displaced at range Rg from the
master statlon, PN code timing differences can also be measured to determine
the range Ry + R, from master-to~-RCV-to slave for each of the RCV's, Trans-
mission of t]iese measurements by external data link to the master station pro-
vides the master with sufficient data to calculate the position of each RCV, if
RCV altitude data is provided via telemetry on the return link,

Measurement of PN code timing differences at the GSS requires that it
receive code timing synchronization information from the MGCS. This can be
most simply achieved by including an RCV receive RF assembly and RCV Modem
demodulator assembly in the GSS. These are shown in the second figure as the
Command Receiver and Command Demodulator in the GSS. Thus, master timing
synchronization of the slave from the master is achieved by GSS reception of the
gsame continuous forward link transmission which is transmitted to the RCVs by
the MGCS.

Mini-computers included in each ground station can perform ranging
computations for each RCV from the PN coding timing differences supplied by
the modems through the computer input/output buffers. The results of the rang-
ing computations at the slave can then be transmitted from its mini-computer
over a low speed external data link to the master station mini-computer for RCV
position location computation,

As a result, in a two ground station system incorporating position loca-
tion capabilities, additional WCCM modules are required at the GSS beyond the
normal duplicate of the multichannel Demodulator section of the GCS Modem.
These are the command receiver and demodulator modules shown. No increase
in MGCS WCCM equipment is required for inclusion of the two-station position
location capability. In both the master and the slave ground stations, the number
of GCS Modem modular Channel Demodulator and Message Decoder Assemblies
required will depend upon the number of FDM RF channels employed in the sys-
tem. The number of Timing and Control Modules employed in each station's
GCS modem will depend upon the maximum number of RCVs which the stations
will be required to accommodate.
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Section S — Introduction and Summary
' SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDED MODEM DESIGNS

A high degree of modem performance is achieved at low cost by maximum utiliza-
tion of digital signal processing techniques, A modular design approach to imple-
mentation of the Ground Control Station modem permits the modem configuration
to be cost-effectively matched to the operational user requirements for the sround
station in which it is employed.

Key Features of the GCS Modulator for the Forward Link — The modu-
lator section of the Ground Control Station modem is straight forward, It trans-
forms the sequence of forward link RCV command message to a continuous 60-
Mpps keying rate, spread-spectrum, constant-amplitude signal at a 300-MHz
IF. Forward link command messages for transmission to the deployed RCVs
originate at a ground station data source. Each of these messages is addressed
to a specific RCV by that data source. The modulator section of the GCS modem
sequentially time-division-multiplexes each of these messages onto the con-
tinuous forward link data stream, Each message is block-encoded with error de-
tection parity bits by the modem, and the resultant parity bits are appended to
the information portion of the command message. Spread-spectrum PN encod-
ing of the message data at a 60~Mpps keying rate is then followed by binary
continuous phase shift modulation (2 CPSM) of the PN code message bit stream.
The modulator output to the external GCS transmit RF assembly is a constant
amplitude 2 CPSM signal at a 300-MHz IF.

Key Features of the RCV Demodulator for the Forward Link — Simplioity
in the design of the RCV Modem is essential to cost~effective deployment and
application of remotely controlled vehicles in future military operations. Since
spread-spectrum, anti-jamming signal demodulation is a more complex process
than modulation of suchsignals, this is particularly true of the Demodulator
section of the RCV Modem. Employment of a continuously transmitted forward
link signal for command transmission to the RCVs aids simplification of the
RCV Demodulator design.

Motre importantly, however, highly reiiable and effective performance
with relatively simple and low-cost circuit implementation results from maxi-
mum utilization of digital signal processing techniques in the Demodulator design
in both the RCV and GCS modems, Analog-to-digital (A/D) conversion of the re-
ceived signal {s performed at IF in the 2 CPSM spread-spectrum demodulator
cirouit, and all subsequent RCV Demodulator signal processing functions are
performed digitally, Many of these digital signal processing techniques have been
implemented and proven in prior spread-spectrum modem development programs,
and all may be implemented with digital integrated circuits which are currentlv
available. They are partioularly effective at negative S/N ratios where reliable
performance in a jamming environment is most important., Thus, no critical or
high-risk components are required to implement the design and circuit drift or
alignment problems are eliminated. Higher equipmen* reliability and reduced
production and support costs result from digital implementation. Most signifi-
cantly, subsequent to the A/D conversion, no implementation losses occur which
would result in degradation of signal processing performance or reduction of
effective spread-spectrum processing gain.

Key Features of the RCV Modulator for the Return Link — Simplicity of
the modulafor section of the RCV modem is its most notable characteristic, Fur-
ther, the modulator's design places no difficult performance requirements on the
RCV terminal's RF equipment and requires no RCV storage of prime mission
equipment sensor aata. These advantages are direct results of the selection of
the hybrid FDMA/TDMA return link waveform, and they countribute significantly
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to reduced overall cost of the remotely controlled vehicles.

The modulator section of the RCV modem produces one of two basic types
of waveforms for return link transmission to the GCS. In vehicles not requiring
prime mission equipment (PME) sensor data (such as digitized video) transmis-
sion, or during the non-objective phase of missions requiring suck transmissions,
the RCV moduiator operates in the burst TDMA telemetry transmission mode., In
this mode, the RCV time shares the single TDMA channel with up to 24 other
RCVs. During transmission of digitized video, or other digital PME sensor data,
the RCV modulator operates in a continuous transmission mode on one of five
RF channels dedicated to that RCV during the phase of its mission requiring such
transmissions. In either mode, the transmitted waveform is a 60 Mpps keying
rate, constant amplitude, binary continuous phase shift modulated (2 CPSM), 300
MHz IF waveform,

Key Features of the GCS Demodulator for the Return Link — Because of
employment of up to six FDMA downlink channels, the six channel Receive RF
Assembly supplies six independent IF signals simultaneously to the Demodulator.
Thus, six identical channel Demodulator and Message Decoder Assemblies
(CDMDASs)areprovided. Five of these assemblies service the five channels devoted
to the up to five RCV downlink transmissions of multiplexed status/response data
and 20 Mpps digitized prime mission equipment sensor data. Each of these five
CDMDAS is connected to a Timing and Control Module (TCM) which provides re-
ceive PN sequence generation of the unique PN code employed by each of the five
RCVs operating in the video and telemetry (V&T) or continuous telemetry (CT)
mode. The sixth CDMDA services the burst transmission TDMA return link
channel. It demodulates the burst transmissions received from up to 25 RCVs
operating in the TDMA mode for telemetry-only return link communication. Due
to the short-burst nature of these transmissions and to the range differentials
of the 25 dispersed RCVs, PN code tracking must be independently performed
for each of thege RCVs. Thus 26 TCMs, each containing a PN code generator
which generates the return link PN sequence unique to one of the RCVs, are
connected to the single CDMDA assigned to the TDMA channel.

The partitioning of the GCS demodulator functions between the CDMDA
modules and the TCMs has emphasized incorporation of all possible demodulation
functions in the CDMDASs, since only six of these modules are required in a full-
capacity GC8 modem, Only those few functions such as PN code generation and
tracking which are unique to each RCV are performed by the compact, but more
numerous, TCMs. In this manner, the repetition of circuit functions is mini-
mized, resulting in lower cost of the GCS8 modem.

This modular design concept for the GC8 modem readily accommodates
reduced cost configuration of the modem for employment in ground stations
servicing RCV deployments requiring less than the specified maximum return
link communication capacity.

Sactfon 3 of this report provides a more detailed overview of the key de-
sign features of the GCS and RCV modem. A comprehensive functional block
diagram description of the modems {8 provided by Section 4.
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Section S — Introduction and Summary

COST ESTIMATLES AND PHYSICAL CONFIGURATION FOR THE PRODUCTION MODEL
OF THE RCV MODEM

A configuration analysis of the experimental RCV modem and a comparison of the
complexities of the RCV modem with a modem currently in production show that
production RCV modems in large quantities should cost substantially less than
$10,000 each,

Analysis of the circuit configuration of the RCV modem has shown that
the experimental model modem contains fifteen point-to-point wired plug-in
printed circuit cards and two modular power supplies, All logic circuits are
implemented with discrete small scale integration (SSI) and medium secale inte-
gration (MSI) devices. IF analog circuits are implemented with a combination
of hybrid modules and discrete components. A total of 301 discrete SSI/MSI logic
integrated circuits (ICs), 17 analog hybrid modules, and 463 discrete components
(resistors, capacitors, inductors, transistors, diodes, and transformers) are
required to implement the proposed experimental RCV modem.

The production RCV modem is estimated to contain a total of ten plug-in
printed circuit card assemblies and two modular power supplies. The reduction
from fifteen cards in the experimental modem to ten cards in the production
modem is accomplished by designing special purpose plug-in etched circuit cards
for all circuits, hybridizing the majority of the 60 MHz logic circuits, additional
hybridizing of analog circuits, and utilizing three large scale integrated circuits
(LS]) for the majority of the slow speed logic timing and control circuits. The re-
sulting ten circuit cards contain 110 discrete SSI/MSI logic ICs, 21 IF analog
cirouit hybrid modules, 9 high speed logic circuits, and 206 discrete components
largely consisting of bypass capacitors and resistors. The total estimated power
dissipation for the RCV production modem is 48 watts,

The table on the facing page provides a breakdown of the planning purpose
cost estimate for production RCV modems in quantities of 100, 1000, and
10,000 units. The cost estimated for the various categories of items were de~
rived from historical cost data on the HC-278 TADIL-B modem which is current-
ly in production, The TADIL-R modem is enclosed in a 3/4 air transport rack
(ATR) short case which containg ten plug-in printed circuit modules and a mod-
ular power supply. Overall modem packaging is comparable to that required for
the RCV modem. The TADil~B modem does not contain hybrid modules or LSI
circuits, Estimates for these devices were derived from current manpack radio
equipment development, The RCV modem is estimated to be approximaiely two
times as complex as the TADIL-B modem, In quantities of 100, the TADIL-B
modem costs approximately $7, 000,

The figure on the facing page shows a production RCV modem contained
in a 3/4 ATR short enclosure. The total required volume is approximately 700
in3. The modem could be packaged into a different form factor if required by
vehicle oconstraints, The total estimated weight of the 3/4 ATR short package is
approximately 15 lbs.
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PLANNING PURPOSE COST ESTIMATE FOR PRODUCTION RCV MODEMS

Average Unit Cost ($) Total Cost ($)
Qty | Qty Qty Qty Qty Qty

Item Quantity | 100 | 1000 | 10,000 100 1000 | 10,000
' P/C Cards 10 30 | 20 15 300 200 | 150
IC's 110 2.6 2 1.5 286 220 165
Discrete Parts 206 2 1.5 1 412 309 206
: Hybrid Modules 30 240 |175 160 7,200 5,250 | 4,800
LSI Devices 3 175 40 27 525 120 81
i Power Supply
i Modules 2 350 ]250 200 700 500 400
| Misc, Hardware 1 Set | 200 |150 100 200 150 100
! Enclosure,
‘, Chassis Assembly 1 400 250 200 400 250 200

Subtotal 10, 023 6,999 | 6,102

Assembly and Test Labor (50%) (40%) | (33%)

5,012 2,800 | 2,020
Total per Unit $15,035 | $9,799 ! $8,122
2030114

1 CASE

2 COVERS

3 MOUNY

4 FRONT PANEL

8 POWER SUPPLY MODULES

& TEN P/C CARD ASSEMBLIES

T AIR EXHAUSY

RCV Modem Major Subassemblies. The RCV Production Modem can be housed in
2 3/4 short ATR or 1/2 long ATR enclosure with a weight of approximately 15

K N
3 4 pounds
3
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DOD IMPLICATIONS OF THE STUDY RESULTS

The results of this study have the potential of wider-range DoD implications in the
areas of multipurpose use of the WCCM design concepts, standardization of
wideband, and anti-jamming data link characteristics and in terms of the require-
ments for compatible crypto security devices and RF equipments,

While this current study has been directed at a waveform design and
the conceptual design of a modem to satisfy Remote Control Vehicle (RCV) data
transmission and position location requirements, the results of the study and
the related Phase II effort to design and build the equipment necessary to
demonstrate performance of the data link can clearly have wider implications
regarding other DaD requirements and programs in the general technology area
of wideband, antijam, data communications links. The potential for a wider
range of DaD implications arises from the possible use of the WCCM design
concept to satisfy multiple DoD data link requirements. It is also possible to
identify areas of patential interactions between the results of this study and
broader DoD requirements for cryptographic and radio frequency (RF) equip-
ments with the characteristics necessary to support operation of wideband
antijam data links. These areas of potential DoD implications of the study
results are summarized in the table on the facing page and discussed in further
detail in the following paragraphs.

The waveform design characteristics and RCV and Master Ground
Control Station (MGCS) modem design concepts produced ag a result of this
study are particularty responsive to the requirements of a jam-resistunt,
multipie~access command and control communications svstem to suppoart RCV
operations. It is, however, apparent that many of the requiruments of an
RCV command and control communications gystem are similar to the basic
techanical characteristics of other types of wideband, antijam data link systems.
The similarity of basic technical characteristics spans a wide variety of data
link applications which employ spread-spectrum modulation techniques to
achieve jamming protection, position location capability through range mea-
surement, and multiple access capability, The types of applications include
not only communications data links in a strictly limited sense bat also applica-
tions which integrate or combine communications, navigation, and identification
functions in a single data link system. The various types of applications which
require wideband, antijam data links tond to differ more in terms of (1) through-
put data requirements, (2) the amount of jamming protection required, (3) the
ranging acouracy required, snd {4) the sumber of network users or participants
than they do in terms of necessary differences in basic modulation technique and
fundzmental waveform design characteristios.

The DoD implication of these factors is that the wavelorm design and
modem desigh concepls developed under this study can be considered as a
means (cither direct or madified in a relatively minor way) of satisfying a
much wider range of requirements for data link capability. This potential for
multipurpose use of the basic WCCM design concept also has DeD) implications
relative to an ultimate need to establish a degree of military standardization
of wideband, anti-jamming (AJ) communications links in a manner similar to
the standardization functions performed by the M1L-STD-188 series documents
for other types of data links. It is definitely not being suggested that develop-
ment of the WCCM concepts be dependent upon the establishment of such stand-
ards nor that the WCCA concepts necessarily become the wideband, AJ data
link standard. It is, however, recommended that the WCCM concepts be
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considered as part of an effort which is directed at the ultimate establishment
of military standards for wideband, AJ, multiple-access data links.

Another area of wider DoD implications concerns the availability of
crypto security devices suitable for use in secure/antijam burst-data links.
The WCCM design concepts presented in this report illustrate the general
signal flow interfaces which would be available for the use of security devices,
in conjunction with the RCV and MGCS modems. If use of crypto security
devices is contemplated in some of the actual system applications of the WCCM
concept, it is recommended that actions be taken to determine the availability
of security devices with characteristics appropriate for use in wideband, A7,
burst-data networks on schedules compatible with planned implementation of

systems employing WCCM concepts.

Another area of potential wider implications of the WCCM study concerns
availability of RF equipments (power amplifiers and receivers) of appropriate
characteristics to support the pulaed operation of wideband, AJ, burst-data
links. As pianned use of such types of data links becomes more commonplace,
requirements for a family of compatible RF equipments will develop. It is
recommended that development of such equipments be actively followed in
parallel with the WCCM concept development.

SUMMARY OF DOD IMPLICATIONS OF STUDY RESULTS

=t N

Area of Potential Implication

Specific Elements of

e _»Within boD ] . .
Potential for Multipurpose Use ¢f WCCM
Dcsign Co. Cﬁp{

e ey s

Relation ship to Establishment of
Military Standands for Wideband, AJ
Communications Links

Cryplo Requirements for the Burst Type
of Communications Links

R¥ Eguipment Requirements to Support
Burst-Type, Wideband AJ Communications
Lisks

the Implication

WCCM concepts can be considered as a
means (divect or with modifications) of
satisfying a wide range of requirements for
widchand, AJ, multiple-access data links,

Recommended consideration of WCCM con-
cepts as part of an effort which will ulti~
mately establish standards for wideband, AJ
data links.

Action required to determine the availability
of sccurity devices with characteristics
appropriate for use in wideband bursi-data
networks.

Development of R¥ equipments ipower
amplifiers and receivers) with appropriate
characteristics to support pulsed operation
of wideband, AJ data links is required.
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER EFFORT

| Further efforts beyond the experimental model evaluations in Phase 1! of the

{ present program can be of potential benefit in the investigation of system improve-
ment alternatives, system application flexibility features, and detailed definition
of system application interfaces.

: __ The essential area of further effort relative to the WCCM waveform

| design and modem de.'gn concepts is clearly the continuation of the program

'3 3 into Phase II to accomplish the detailed equipment design and fabrication,

formulation of test plans and procedures, and actual conduct of the field test

: and evaluation efforts to demonstrate the validity of the design concepts, There

are, however, a number of other areas where further effort could prove to be

! particularly beneficial to the application of the current design concepts in RCV

; control systems and to other types of wideband, antijamming command and

control communications system applications. These areas of possible further

i effort and the associated potential benefits of the activity are summarized in

g the table on the facing page.

3 Three specific areas of potential further effort can be identified under

g . the overall category of investigation of design alternatives which offer the

\ potential of improvements in system operation in certain deployment situations.

: The first of these efforts would address the potential problem of implementing
full return-link security, Achievement of return-link security through use of
cryptographic devices may present many problems in RCV applications and
may be difficult and expensive to implement, especially for video links. How-
ever, incorporation of a remote RCV modem PN pattern change capability
under MGCS command control could make oxtraction of information from the
return link difficult enough to be an impractical tactic in normal field
operations,

Another effort could address the inclusion in the modem designs of
automatic rotch filter eircuits to combat the interierence effects of rarrowhand
emitlers on frequencies within the command channel frequency band.  This

3 further effort will be particularly appropriate if a review of the planned fre-

: quency allocation for the comimand chanbel reveals a need for operation in field
deployments with essemtially co-located narvowhand emnitlers within the same
band. The remaining area of investigation of potential system improvement
alternatives involves an evaluation of the cost-eifectiveness of ihe modification
of the modems to incorporate a capability to remotely command stepping of the
RCV modem PN pattern clock to facilitate doppler tracking.

Avother category of petential fuzther efforts invelves the investigation
of features o characteristics which are not necessary for compliance with the
specificd requirenicnts for the RCV cotmand and control application, but which
would enhance the flexibility of the design for potential use in other applica-

3 tions, Investigations in this category include 1) the use of relays to extend

3 operation beyond line-of-sight, 2) adaptation to other data rate/bandwidth
A requirement applications, 3) automatic channel assignment switching capability
in the MGCS, 4) increased remote terminal capacity of the MGCS, and 5)
modifications which would provide ICNI capability. Investigation of these
alternate application features prior to commitment of the WCCM design to
production is recommended to identify those system application flexibility
features which could be implemented or specifically planned for a very iow
impact on production costs of the equipment,
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The remaining area of potential further effort concerns system
application interfaces. Since it is anticipated that development of botk the
MGCS control processor and the tracking antennas will proceed in parallel
with the WCCM concept development, it is recommended that particular effort
be devoted to a detailed definition of interface requirenients to insure the
compatibility of the paraliel developments. In regard to the MGCS control
interfaces, the interface definition could very usefully proceed to the point of
definition of the control algorithms. Once the algorithms are defined, control
interface compatibility could be achieved even though the control function might
be performed within a variety a different processors in different specific sys-
tem applications.

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENLED AND CANDIDATE AREAS FOR FURTHER EFFORT

Potential Benefits

Areas of Further Effort

Experimental Modei Evaluation
o Detailed equipt. .1 Cesign and
fabrication

Provides field demonstration of the
implementation feasibil:‘y and performance

o AT INS T Sy e et

A et Ty Gl P e e ST Y BN AT B AT ot APV it - e

ot e, e iper s

e

F e L IR

B R TNC NI R

® Test plan ‘~rocedure formulation
e Conduct ¢ iield test and evaluation

Investigation of System Improvement
Alternatives
& Pemc‘e con*vo! PN pattern change
capability

© Automatic tracking notch filters
o Remote control doppler tracking

Investigation of System Flexibility Features
o Use of relays to extend operation
beyond line of sight

e Data rate/bandwidth adaptation

» MGCS automatic channel assignment
awitching

e Increased remote terminal capacity of

MGCS
e Modifications for ICNI capability

Investigation of Systerm Application Interfaces
e GCS control interface requirements/
algorithms

v Tracling artenna control interfaces

characteristics of the modem design.

Improve link security characteristics
without imposing requirement for
gsecurity equipment in RCV,

Decreases interference susceptibility to
standard (narrowband) emitters at
frequencies within the uplink and down-~
link chanmels,

Commanded stepping of RCV PN pattern
clock to inexpensively facilitate Doppler
tracking.

Early evaluation of design implications
of operation in systern where relay is
required.

Early definition of minor design changes
required for operation where limited
bandwidth channels are available.
Potential system application flexibility
of automatic MGCS channel assignment
capability,

Potential for control of more than

25 vehicles,

Early defimition of the mi.or design
changes required to provide basic ICNI
system capabilities.

" Definition of Ground Station Control

processor interfaces and control
algorithms will facilitate compatible
developments. )

Early detailed deflinition of interface
requirements will facilitate compatible
parallel development
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Section 1 — Analysis of Requirements and Technical Guidelines

SUMMARY OF SPECIFIED PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE WIDEBAND
COMMAND AND CONTROL MODEM

The Wideband Command and Control Modem is required to provide for effective
simultaneous digital data communication between a single Ground Control Station
and up to twenty-five airborne Remote Control Vehicles dispersed over a 250 nmi
range. The communication links waveform design must accommodate command,
control, and position location of the 25 RCVs in a tactical ECM environment.

The waveform, modem, and system design implications of the Wideband
Cormmand and Control Modem (WCCM) performance requirements (see figure
opposite) are the subject of several subsequent topics. The specified require-
ments which lead to these design implications are summarized in the following

paragraphs.

Specified Requirements for Data Communicatior Capacity and Error
Control — The forward link (or uplink) from the Ground Control Station (GCS)
to the Remote Control Vehicles (RCVs) must provide for transmission of RCV
command and control data at 2000 bps per RCV. Comparably, the return link
{or downlink) from the RCVs to the GCS must provide for multiple-access com-
munication of RCV status/response (or telemetry) data at 2000 bps per RCV.
Additionally, multiple-access communication of 20 megabit-per-second digitized
video transmissions from up to 5 of the 26 RCVs, simultaneously, must be
accommodated by the return link.

The specified requirement for a8 10™° (or less) undetected bit error rate
on the uplink command and downlink status response data {s indicative of the
critical importance of reliable communication for control and successful re-
trieval of unmanned vehicles.

The 100-MHz {nforinalion bandwidth required for simultaneous return link
transmission of flve 20-MHz digitized video signals {s a major factor of required
WCCM performance capability. Fortunately, the additional bandwidth above thig
information bandwidth for error coutrol and processing gain is less stringent
than that for command status/response data. The requirement for only 10™ un-
detected bit error rate is consistent with the inherent redundancy in uncempres-
sed video,

Specified Requirements for ECM Protection —~ Specified ECCM require-
ments for the WCCM Include protection agalnst jammers of the CW, swept CW,
pulsed noige, and gaussian nolse types. Inclusion of an antirpoof capability is
also desirable to minimize the likelihood of opposition control of the RCVe or of
simulation of the RCV command and telemetry signals. The ECM threat expected
to be encountered by the RCVs or the ground stations are not specitfied. However,
baecause of the importance of this jamming immunity for remote control of an un-
manned alr vehicle, a 30-dB minimum preocessing gain is spaeified for the for-
ward lina which carries GCS commands for the RCVs, Maximum practtcal proc-
essing gain on the return link telemetry is specified and ia highly desirable,
Maximum. .- ctically achie »able processing gain is particularly important in the
RCV uplink recsiver in view of the greater potential range advantage of a jam=-
mer during the objective phase of the mission in opposition territory,

Specified Requirements for Modularity of Data Rates and Processing
Galu = The modem design tor multiple access capabllity la required to perinit
modular adaptation of the waveform to provide additional processing gain for
fewer users when fewer than 26 vehicles are deployed. This design would pro-
vide additional ECM protection for critica®’ missions wherein maximum deploy-
ments are not required. Economic achievement of this capability will enhance
the utility of the system to adapt to a wide range of operational requirements.

Specified Requirements for Position Location Accuracy ~ The major sys-
tem impact of the requirement for position location capability in the WCCM
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waveform is the need for at least two ground station receivers located at some
distance from each other, However, availability of this second receive site will
enhance the ECM invulnerability of the system, The waveform coding design im-
pact of the 100-foot position location accuracy requirement is not appreciable.
However, multiple access return link transmission by 256 RCVs to the two ground
stations will require adequate provision for guard times between individual RCV
transmissions to prevent overlapping receptions at either of the displaced
ground stations,

32138-3
SLAVE GROUND RX\ UPLINK: 2
STATION i *
2000 BITS/SEC PER RCV .
50,000 BITS/SEC COMMANDS .
30 dB PROCESSING GAIN .
*
L ]
[ ]
[ ]
UPTO 25
DATA RCV's
RCV LINK .
CONTROLLER :
DOWNLINK: .
2000 BITS/SEC PER RCV e
50,000 BITS/SEC STATUS/RESPONSE .
20 MHz DIGITIZED VIDEO FOR .
EACH OF 5 RCV's .
MAX PRACTICAL PROCESSING GAIN .
MAJOR MULTIPLE ACCESS \ .
REQUIREMENT .
MASTER 29 TM =
GROUND \
CONTROLl
STATION | 250 nmi MAX RANGE -

Overview of Specified Performance Requirements for the WCCS. Provision is made for data
communication capacity and control, ECM protection, modularity of data rates and processing
gain, and position location accuracy.
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Section 1 — Analysis of Requirements and Technical Guidelines

ANALYSIS OF FORWARD LINK AND RCV MODEM PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS

The Wideband Command and Control Modem development program is aimed at
achievement of effective jamming-resistant communication for real-time command
and control of unmanned remotely controlled vehicles. Consideration of this class of
application, coupled with careful attention to achievement of a fully effective low-
cost RCV modem, stongly influences forward link waveform design.

Waveform and Modem Desgign Impact of Forward Link Performance
Requirements — The forward link carries the flight control cornmands for un-
manned air vehicles. Thus, reliable reception of these commands is essential to
successful RCV mission performance and to controlled return and recovery of
the vehicle upon completion of its mission, Additionally, the uplink is subject to
a greater ECM threat than the downlink, RCVs carrying uplink receivers will be
required to penetrate deep into opposition territory where received signals will
be subjected to very significant path loss, Correspondingly, a jamming trans-
mitter well located in this opposition-controlled territory will possess a signifi-
cant distance advantage over the RCV ground control facility uplink transmitter.
Thus, because of the major importance of the uplink command data and the
severity of the uplink jamming threat, achievement of significant Wideband
Command and Control Modem (WCCM) uplink waveform processing gain is
critical to system performance.

Achievement of the specified minimum processing gain of 30 dB (cor- -5
responding to a bandwidth spreading ratio of 1000) will provide the required 10
undetected error rate at a jammer/signal ratio of greater than 20 dB. Fortunately,
the relatively lower information bandwidth of the uplink lends itself to practical
implementation of sufficient uplink processing gain to achieve effective uplink
ECCM capability, The 50 Kbps information rate required to accommodate up to
25 RCVs at 2000 bps each dictates a minimum uplink keying rate of 50 Mpps to
achieve the 30 dB of processing gain, However, a keying rate of greater than
50 Mpps is required in order to accommodate message and error control coding
overhead above the specified information rate.

RCVs will be required to penestrate far beyond the FEBA and well into
opposition territory where a jamming transmitter deployed against the Ground
Control Station (GCS) to RCV forward link receivers in the RCVs will possess a
significant distance advantage over the GCS transmitter. Yet, for effective con-
trol, guidance and recovery of an unmanned vehicle, reliable communication
on the forward link is most essential. Antispoofing capability is also critical
in the command link for an unmanned RCV. Thus, a waveform and modem de-
sign which minimizes false command message acceptance by an RCV and maxi-
mizes its signal tracking and command communication reliability is of para-
mount importance to effective deployment of RCVs in an ECM environment. A
waveform design which minimizes signal interceptibility and exploitability is
desirable to inhibit potential jammer evaluation of its effectiveness against the
RCVs for maximum operational success.

Waveform and Modem Design Impact of System Application and RCV
Operational Considerations — Current operational studies envision up to 50 RCVs
assigned to a single tactical air squadron, with simultaneous control of up to 26
RCV missions from the GCS. This ratio of 50 RCVs per GCS indicates that a
design approach which minimizes the complexity of communications electronics
in the RCV will result in the most cost-effective design.

Modem complexity and, therefore, cost is significantly influenced by the
selected waveform design. Since modem receive signal processing functions
are required for signal acquisition, tracking, and reacquisition at considerably

1-2
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negative signal-to-noise ratios in an ECM environment, the demodulator is sig-
nificantly more complex than the modulator in a spread-spectrum modem. There-
fore, realization of high-performance at minimum cost in the RCV modem re-
quires particular emphasis on forward link waveform design to be responsive to
these considerations. Further, for minimum cost of overall RCV electronics,

the waveform and modem designs should account for {and not result in a detri-
mental influence on) the total cost of the RCV, Thus, reduced RCV modem cost
should not be achieved at the expense of increased performance requirements

for the RF equipment, prime power source, and other avionics equipment in the
RCV, :
The WCCM development program is aimed at achievement of effective
jamming-resistant communication for real-time command and control of un-
manned remotely controlled vehicles. The forward link transmissions convey

the GCS commands which control the flight of the RCV and the operating modes

of its avionics equipment. Therefore, forward link waveform and RCV modem
design should place emphasis on achievement of a very low probability of RCV
acceptance (and thus execution) of an erroneous or false command message
rather than just acocomplishment of a low, undetected bit error rate. This fea-
ture is particularly important during poor radio propagation conditions and
during heavy jamming of the forward link receiver in the RCV. Thus, the design
approach should be oriented toward highly reliable communication and processing
of individual RCV command messages rather than toward low, overall, forward
link undetected bit error rate. This is a subtle, but very important, distinction
in error-control philosophy.

In order to be most effective in providing timely, reliable, and respon-
sive control of the unmanned vehicles under unfaverable forward link communi-
cation, the GCS requires return link feedback from the RCV modem which desig-
nates whether or not each forward link command message has been reliably
received by the interded RCV. Thus, the return link wavefcrm and modem de-
signs should provide a means of accommodating RCV positive acknowledgement
of successful receipt of valid, error-free, command messages. This will facili-
tate GCS retransmission of commands which have not been successfully re-
ceived by the RCVs.

It is evident that forward link command rates to specific RCVs will be
highly variable, depending upon the mission phase and effectiveness of communi~
cation for each RCV deployed. Thus, the forward link waveform design should
incorporate an effective automatic means to simultaneously accommodate unique
command rates to each of the RCVs at any given time, as determined by the GCS.




Section 1 — Analysis of Requirements and Technical Guidelines
ANALYSIS OF RETURN LINK GCS MODEM PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS

Analysis of the return link requirements and systems applications of remotely con-
trolled vehicles discloses that the return link waveform design, and attendant Ground
Control Station demodulator design, should be adaptably responsive to a wide range
of user operational needs in terms of: 1) classes of return link data, 2) the number
of remotely controlled vehicles accommodated by specific system configurations,
and 3) the degree of ECM protection provided.

The principal performance objective of the Wideband Command and
Control Modem (WCCM) development effort is the achievement of a cost-effective
approach to ECM resistant communications for command, control and position
location of up to 25 Remote Control Vehicles (RCVs) from a single ground con-
trol facility. In ord~r to accommodate up tc 256 RCVs dispersed over a 260-nmi
range, the capability for RCV downlink multiple access to the single control fa-
cility is particularly important. Development of the optimum waveform design
requires adequate consideration of the network control and coordination aspects
of the communication system, as well as design for reliable and efficient spread
spectrum communication links,

Waveform and Modem Design Impact of Return Link Performance
Requirements — The WCCM return link for the RCV command and control com-
munications system is a multiple-purpose link, Unmanned vehicle status and
responses to forward link commands at 2000 bits per second per vehicle require
50, 000-bit-per-second information rate for simultaneously handling these signals
from 25 vehicles, Additionally, the return link must carry 20-megabit-per-
second digitized video signals from each of § vehicles simultaneously, resulting
in a 100-megabit-per-second video or other prime mission equipment sensor
data information rate. Operationally, religble transmission of vehicle status and
command responses on the return link is probably more critical to successful
mission performance than the video, This status/response data is required for
the unmanned vehicle monitoring necessary to effective forward link control by
the Ground Control Station éGCS). This relatively greater importance is re-
flected in the specified 105 undetected error rate for the status/response data.
Because of the importance of the status/response data for effective Ground Con-
trol Statfon (GCS) monitoring of vehicle periormance and responsive vehicle
command generation it is specified that maximum practical degree of process~
ing gain be achieved for downlink status/response messages. This would fm-
prove system reliability with balanced ECM protection for uplink commands
and downlink status responses.

Incorporation of the required distance measurement capability in the WCCM
waveform {8 desirable for RCV position location by the ground control facility.
Thus, the downlink waveform coding required for this function should be in-
corporated in the status/response transmissions, since these signals will be
available full-time from all deployed RCVs. It is important to note that system
utilization of the ranging properties of the WCCM waveform for RCV position
location will require employment of return link receivers at two or more ground
stations suitably displaced from each other, Due to potential utilization of multiple
ground stations in system configurations where RCV position !acation capability
is required, the return link multiple access waveform design must account for
the guard times required between consecutive transmissions from any two RCV's
to prevent overlapping reception of these signals at elther ground station. For
position location at 250 mile range, the typical distance between any two ground
stations should be in the order of 50 miles, resulting in a nominal guard time
of approximately 300 microseconds or more. Worst case guard time allowances
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are not required to accommodate the 250 maximum mile range differential for a
pair of RCVs if the waveform and modem designs accommodate an effective
means of ground station control of RCV transmission times,

Return link waveform and modem design is driven by the maximum traffic
requirements for simultaneous multiple-access communication of telemetry data
at 2000 bps from each of 25 RCVs and, additionally, to accommodate simultaneous
multiple-access of 20 mbs digitized video from 5 of those RCVs, The resultant
bandwidth requirements approach 200 MHz if significant processing gain is to be
achieved on the telemetry data. The 50 dB dynamic range resulting from disper-
sion of the RCVs throughout the 250 mile range specified prohibits effective
employment of a code division multiple access waveform design for the return
link,

Waveform and Modem Design Impact of System Application and RCV
Operatioral Considerations —It is important to recognize that many applications
of RCVs may not require accommodation of video transmissions. Further, cer-
tain classes of tactical operations with RCVs will emphasize deployment of a
minimum complexity, highly portable ground control station devoid of all-but-
essential automatic control aids and requiring capability for simultaneous control
of only a small number of RCVs, Certain critical and discreet operations may
stress deployment of only one RCV, but with provision for a very high degree of
processging gain on the command and telemetry links for maximum ECCM
effectiveness.

These considerations for flexibility to meet a wide variety of operational
needs and specialized mission capabilities dictate a GCS demodulator design
approach which can modularly adapt to a wide range of operational needs and
deployment levels iu a cost-effective manner, For example, the return link
waveform design approach should not be based only on the maximum capacity
specified. To do so would impose a requirement on the RCV modulator and its
associated RF equipment for operation at greater bandwidth than that required
by any individual RCV for its own return link data transmission. Similarly,
since many operational uses of RCVs will not require wideband prime mission
equipment sensor data transmission, or accommodation of more than a fow
RCVs simultaneously In flight, the GCS modem should not be configured only for
the maximum traffic requirements.

The ground control station configurations in which the ground version of
WCCM will be operated have not been specificd for this study. However, the
ground station requirements are expected to differ widely from one application
to another. For example, eventually many ground stations will be highly auto-
mated In order to provide simultuneous real-time control of up to 256 RCVs,
Hownver, minimum system configurations in tactical environments may well be
aimed at essentially manual contrel of one, or several, RCVs, Therefore, the
return link waveform design and GCS modem doesign should facilitate economical
syatem configuration for small, relatively unsophisticated RCV operations, as
well as accommodating a highly automated full-capacity RCV command and con-
trol system.

These considerations strongly indicate that the design effort should
adequately evaluate waveform and modem design approaches that offer both
modularly increasable return link channel capacity and modular accommodation
of varying quantities of RCVs,
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Section 2 — Selection of Network Configuration and Waveform Parameters
Subsection — Network Configuration Selection and Trade-Offs

COMBINED VERSUS SEPARATE FORWARD AND RETURN LINKS

Use of a single chanrs: for both forward and return link traffic was found unfeasible
due to the excessive RCV complexity, cost, weight, and power requirements -
imposed by this concept.

A first step in choosing a transmission structure for a multi-user com-
munication system is to determine the number of channels to be used to satisfy
the information transmission requirements. Generally, this selection follows
directly from the specific connectivity requirements of the system, combined
with evaluation of hardware feasibility and spectrum availability. The top-level
choice for the WCCM program is represented by the use of either a combined
channel, carrying both forward and return link traffic or the use of separate
channels for forward and return link transmissions.

The key consideration in this trade-off as well as in most of the wave-
form and modem design trade-offs was to stress the over-all simplicity in the
RCV equipment, thereby minimizing the RCV equipment cost, power require-
ments, and weight; while achieving a high level of modem performance.

The concept of combining all forward and return link traffic on one chan-

nel was rejected as a result of various considerations. First, there is no system
operational requirement for RCV to RCV communication, i.e., one RCV does not

have to listen to transmissions originating from other RCVs. This implies that
the designer has the freedom of selecting a scheme where the RCVs transmit and
receive over different channels. Secondly, there is a great imbalance in the
traffic requirements between the forward link and the composite return link
traffic. Assuming a 30 dB processing gain on both the forward link and the
return link data, and no processing gain on the video, the forward link traffic
requirement equals 60Mchips per second, while the return link traffic is
160Mchips per second, Thus the loading ratio is about one to three. Thia
ratio as such does not provide immediate grounds for dismissal of the concept,
However, combining this ratio with the fact that two-thirda of the above number
for the return link traffic ts imposed by the video, which is only transmitted
over a limited duration of the mission, the inefficiency of the combined scheme
becomes apparent.

Two ground stations are required to accommodate RCV position location
by range measurements. This means guard times must be incorporated batween
RCV message transmissions, permitting any transmiasion to be received at two
physically separated locations free from {nterference from transmission from
another RCV. For auy given disperaion of RCVs there is a upper limit to how
densely messages can be packed, determined by the relative geometry of the
RCVs and the ground stations. Due to the high data rate of the video trans-
missions (& i8 beneficial to transmit the video data at frequent, short lotervals
in order to avold excessive video storage requirements. A high repetition rate
fn the transmission of the video bursts implies that the telemetry transmisstons,
occupying the channel between the video bursts, must also have a short duration,

which means that the telemetry is also transmitted at-a high channel access rata.

Since each burst {8 assoclated with a guard lime requirement, the shorter the
burst the larger is the composite guard time and the higher s the instantansous
transmission rate and the less efficient is the use of the channel,

A table in a subsequent toplc in this section shows the design impact if
all return link data is trasemitted over a singie channel, using time-diviston
multiple access. The table shows that to eatisfy the guard time requirement, an
{nstantanecus transmission rate of 200Mchips /scc. must be employed to handle

2-0




T L O

ST RS I W R R ST TS S

o

HUGHES-FULLERTON

Hughes Alrcraft Company
Fullarton, California

the return link average traffic equalling about 160Mchips/sec. Since incorpora-
tion of the forward link traffic will not only add 60Mchips/sec of traffic but also
add to the total guard time requirement, a scheme where all forward and return
link traffic is transmitted over a single channel must operate at a keying rate of
at least 300Mchips/sec.

If separate channels are employed for the forward and return link traffic,
the forward link traffic requirement is 60Mchips/sec. Comparing the two ap-
proaches, the implications on the RCV hardware resulting from the combined
channel approach are obvious. The complexity of the modem design lies pri-
marily in the receiver/demodulator portion, i.e. it 18 the forward link keying
rate that determines the complexity of the RCV equipment. Todays logic circuit
technology readily permits the design of a demodulator keyed at 60Mchips/sec.
However, operation at 300Mchips/sec not only requires a complstely different
clasa of components which are more coatly and have very high power dissipation,
but also imposes an unrealistic level of complexity on the modem design. Due
to these considerations the combined link approach was rejected.

One additional, but perhapa strongest, single factor in the rejection of
any concept involving a combination of forward and return link traffic is the cost
and complexity of the RCV signal PN code synchronization acquisition oircuitry
imposed by the use of burat transmissions on the forward link, As is indicated in
the following topica, use of separate forward and return link channels suit the
WCCM application well. The RCV signal acquisition function is simplified by use
of a coatinuous forward link transmission scheme, which not only permits re-
duction in the RCV circuitry but also results in overall improvemeat in the
forward link transmission rellability.

ADVANTAGES OF SEPARATE CHANNEILS FOR FORWARD
AND RETURN LINK AS OPPOSED TO A COMBINED
CHANNEL FOR ALL TRAFFIC

e Implementation of the RCV demodulator with 60 Mpps logic as
opposed to 300 Mpps logic required for the combinnd approach,
resulting in:

-~ Considerable reduction in RCV cquipment cost, weight, com-
plexity and power regquiremont,

~ Reltable operation with basic state-of-the-art logic clrcultry.
o Relaxed transmit control timing requirements.,
o Considerable slmplification in the RCV signal acquisition circuitry,
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Section 2 — Selection of Network Configuration and Waveform Parameters
Subsection — Network Configuration Selection and Trade-Offs

SELECTION OF FORWARD LINK TRANSMISSION SCHEME

The critical design aspect of the forward link is the acquisition and maintenance
of synchronization. A continuous forward link transmission scheme maximizes
. available tracking signal energy and at the same time minimizes the RCV
equipment complexity.

The performance of trade-offs between transmission schemes for the
forward flight control command link stressed the selection of a scheme that
provides an optimum combination of the following features: 1) optimum data
decisioning in noise, 2) optimum resistance to electronic countermeasures,

3) traffic security, 4) reliable signal tracking even under weak signal conditions
and during fades, and 5) simplicity of the RCV equipment. Constraints applied
to the trade-offs were that the link had to furnish data transmisgion capability

k of 2400 bps (2000 bits of information, 400 bits due to overhead) to each of up to
% 25 RCVs, provide 30 dB of link processing gain, and that the gelected scheme
should lend itself to modular adaptation of processing gain when fewer than the
maximum number of vehicles are in use during a mission.

The first choice consisted of selecting between approaches that provide
either continuous or intermittent reception of the forward link transmission by
the individual RCVs. The noncontinuity in the reception of the intermittent
forward link schemes may either he due to rapid antenna directivily switching
or due to some time/frequency signaling assignment of such a Rind that an RCVY
processes the received sigral only at given time/frequency combinations. All
intermitteat approaches were rejected on account of their complexity, poor
flexibility, and most important lack of good signal tracking properties. The
particular emphasis given to signal-tracking properties arises {rom the fact
that in an operational environment the forward link communication can be
axpected to be interrupted because of atmospheric propagation anomalies or
because of the flight profile being pursued by an RCV over varied terrain, Con-
sequently, to maximize the commuaications reliability, the maximues amount
of signal energy should be available to the RCV {or the acquisition and main-
tenance of receive signal synchronization in order o miaimise the time
requived for signal synchronization and to minimize the complexity of RCV
hardware.

Code-division multiplex and frequency~division multiplex transmisston
techniques represent degenerate cases of contihuous forward link transmission.,
Neither of these schemes allow the RCV o continuously receive and process
the full esergy contained in the forward link signal. DBoth scheiaes iovolve
unnecessary equipment complexity without furaishing any unique payolls.

The sclected approach uses a single channel for the forward link trans-
mission. Consecutive messages are transmitted on a contituocus basis with
regard t the transition between two messages, and cach message catries an
address specifying the destination RCV. Since the forward link employs a
single PN code for spectrum-spreading, every RCV can continuously extract
tracking information from the received signal, making all the signal energy
available for avquisition and tracking purposes. This fealure speeds up the
initial acquisition and reacquisition process, and hampers the jammers capa-
bility to determine the optimum time to burst jam in order to interfere with the
message receptions by a specific RCV. Continuous sigral reception also permits
utilization of narrower tracking loop bandwidth, providing additional benelicial
effects against jamming. Further the signal exploitability is minimizad in that
the undirected and continous propertiesof the transmitted signal preveat the
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jammer from extracting information about the system loading, the number of
messages transmitted to any given RCV, and the effectiveness of electronic
countermeasures.

Use of addressed mesgages as contrasted with the use of a dedicated time
slot for each RCV in the forward link furnishes additional advantages in that it
facilitates employment of variable message rates to the individual RCV. The
capability of adaptively adjustirg the message rates to better suit the prevailing
operational conditions is extremely useful, In addition to making possible better
use of the available resovurces in that adaptive traffic adjustments as a func-
tion of mission phase can be accomplished, this capability permits signifi-
cant improvement in the averall measage transmisssion reliability when com~
bined with positive RCV acknowledgement of valid measage reception. Message
addressability also hampers the jammer's effectiveness in concentrating burst
jamming on a epecific RCV,

Ia order to provide 30 dB of procesaing gain to & continuous link designed
to convey 2400 bps to each of 25 vehicles, the PN generator must be clocked at
60Mchips/sec. In this mode, the selected continuous scheme transmits 550
§0-bit message blocks par second, thereby providing an average access rete of
30 messages per second per RCV,

ADVANTAGES OF THE CONTINUOUS FORWARD LINK, ADDRESSED MESSAGE
TRANSMISSION 8CHEME

All Sigaal Evergy Available for Tracking

No Transmission Overheoad for Syne Acquisition
Rapld Rozequisition if Syne is Lost

Signal Exploitability Minimized

Incorporation of Message Addross:

s o o 0

= Allows adaptation to mission phase traffio roquirements for sa
fndividusl ROV

- Provides tmproved performance under high raw arror rate
conditions when used in conjunction with RCV positive
scknowladgement

+ Reduces effectiveness of buret jamming concmutrated oa a
shecific RCV
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Section 2 — Selection of Network Configuration and Waveform Parameters
Subsection — Network Configuration Selection and Trade-Offs

SELECTION OF RETURN LINK TRANSMISSION SCHEME

Of the several candidate schemes for return lirk transmission which where con-
sidered during this study, the hybrid FDMA/TDMA schemea was selected because
it provides decreased RCV modem complexity and cost, and permits the GCS
modem to be modularly configured for a wide variety of RCV deployment levels.

Various multiple access approaches were investigated to find a scheme
which efficiently handles the return link transmissions originating from up to
25 RCVs, dispersed over a 250 nmi range. The problem of selecting a scheme
is compounded by the fact that the return link traffic is composed of two types
of data: (1) telemetry from each RCV, and (2) high speed video {rom a maximum
of any Tive RCVg. An additional consideration, pertaining to the transmission
of the video, is the fact that video is only transmitted during certain phases of
a mission.

Code div.sion multiple-access can immediately be rejected by the 50 dB
dynamic range problem corresponding to a 250 mi propagation difference. This
figure i{s mainly applicable to the telemetry transmissions since it can be
asswaed that the vehicles transmitting video at any instant are normally all at

-3 distances of the game order of magnitude from the ground statiors. However,
. due to the high nominal data rate of the video, 20 Mbps, very limited processing
' gain can be applied to these links. Thus, even without any range difference, the
normal assumption oa which the code division multiple access appreach ig based,
{l. e. lurge link processing gain) g not satisfied.

Gf the remuining possibilities, the straight FDM approach can be rejected
on the grounds of the linpractical hardware requirements associated with recep-

¢ 3 tion and demodulation of the large number of return channels for 25 RCVs, The
3 two surviving candidates, TDMA and hybrid TDMA/FDMA, were subjectod to
o detailed comparigons.
3 The use of treilateraticn for RCV position dotermination imposes a
constraint on the selection of the return link maultiple access transmission

gsehame in that the chasen technigue must accorr modate return link receptions
at two physically separated ground stations without mutual interference betweon
transmitted messages originating fram differext RCVs., For return link paths
- that are separated {n froguency, thig consteaint of course represests no prob-
lem, For time division maitiple access, however, this requiremewt implics
that some guard time must be incorporated into the return ok message trans-
mission structure. It shouid be streesed that ihe purpose of ibcorporation of
guand e 1 (his case is not the same as the use of guand time in TDMA
o systoms in goneval, where the guard time dutations eould basically be reduced

s to gero if one was willing to include sufficient complexity and sophiatication
¥ ittoc the system. The guard time reguired to previde interfereitee free recep-
tion 8t two 2eparated locations is alwavrs non-zero, depends on the velative
P geometry of the vehicles and the two ground stations, amd is relative in the

; 3 sease that # is a function of whete it is being vhaotved.

Sinen guard tithe is required ohly betweet trangmissions originating from
different RCVs, the problem is rmost severe wanen a single channel TDMA
relurn link approach i8 utilized, and is lesscned as more froguency separated
chaanels are incorporated in a hybrid FDMA/TDMA approach,

‘The lable on the facing page indicates the relative system impact of a
single channel TDMA versus a hybrid FDMA/TDMA approach, where the hybrid
scheme employs ore TDMA chanrel {or transmission of the telemetry from all
RCVs, and up to five additional frequency scparated channels for transmission
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of the return link video. In addition te the severe cos* impact imposed by the
high speed lcgic required for a nominei 200 Mpps PN keying rate by the single
channei TDMA appreach (see the iable), this scheme is associated with exces~
sive video storage requirements, high RCV transmnitier peak power require-
wents, and generally with critical timing coordination and complicated high
apeed signal processing, The comparison shown in the table is based on a burst
rate selection that enabies iuterburst PN code tracking withcut need ior ground
station receiver reacquisitiou at the beginning of each burst. Otker reasonable
assumptions relative fo the TDMA burst charactaristics would furnish very
similar results. Decreasing the burst rate relaxes the permissible average
guard time but compounds the serious video storage problem, One additional
consideration pertaining to the single channel TDMA scheme ig that this scheme
does not lend itself to modular design to the same extent as the FDMA/TDMA
approach would, Thus, the single channel TDMA approach can be expected to
impose a much higher relative cost, when deployed with legs than the maximum

- number of RCVs or wheve less than five video channels are needed,

The bandwidth requirement of the hybrid FDMA/TDMA will in general
exceed that required by the single channel TDMA operation, However, the
FOMA/TDMA sckzme, when operating in certain reduced deployment modes,
will result in a decrease in the required bandwidth, and can even under certain
conditions operate over narrower spectrums than required by the TDMA approach,
given the same chip rate is al'vays utilized in the TDMA scheme,

The critical design reliability and cost impact associated with the TDMA
approach resulted in favoring the hybrid FDMA/TDMA scheme, where all telem~
etry returns are time multiplexed onto a single channel, and each videc retsrn

transmitted over a separate channel,

COMPARISON OF SINGLE CHANNEL TDMA VERSUS HYBRID FD'MA/TDMA
FOR THE WCCM RETURN LINK

tem Single 'TDMA FDMA/TDMA

PN Keying Rate 200 Mpps €0 Mpps
PN Tracking Accuracy Required 0.6 npec 2 ngec
PN Coxreotion Rate 2000/sec 800/88c
Burst Rats per RCV 200/ sec 60/sec
System Burat Rate 5000/sec 1500/sec
Purst Lougth | Telemetry | 80 usec 370 psec

Video & Telemetry | 550 pssc —————
Average Guavd Time . 50 usec 300 usec
Video Storage Required 100,600 Bits None
Reacquisition Complexity Significant Minor
Peax RF Power Required 10 dB Above Average| Average




Section 2 — Selection of Network Configuration and Waveform Parameters
i Subsection — Netwark Configuration Selection and Trade-Oifs

SELECTION OF RETURN LINK CHANNEL PARAMETERS
Commonality with the forward link and commonality and interchangeability between

the return links support selection of six 60 MHz channels for return link transmis-
sion: five of these for video and one timeshared for return telemetry from all RCVs.

The previous topic documents the rationale for selection of a return link
transmission scheme, where the return link telemetry from the RCVs was trans-
mitted by means of TDMA, and frequency separated channels were employed for
the video transmissions. What remains to be determined is the number of TDMA
channels to be used for carrying the return telemetry, and the characteristics of
the FDMA channels.

One ofthe objectives used in making this selection was tofurnishthe return
link telemetry with maximum reasonable anti-jamming (AJ) protection. This ob-
jective is justified by the fact that for successful vehicle control and effective use
of the RCV positive message acknowledgement concept, the return link should
possess a communication reliability of the same order of magnitude as the for-
ward telemetry link. A second objective, postulated in the statement of work, is
to give consideration to equalizing the bandwidths of the forward and return links,

With the same message overhead on the return link telemetry as on the
forward link telemetry (i.e. an effective data transfer of 2400 bps per RCV),
the composite return link telemetry from 25 vehicles equals 60 kbps, which is
the same as the forward link composite data transmission rate. Aiming for
identical processing gains on the forward and return links, it becomes clear
that due to the necessary incorporation of an irreducible non-zero amount of aver-
age guard time per message transn:ission (necessitated by the requirement of
obtaining interference free transmission at two separated locations) the return
telemetry TDMA, if only one channel is employed, must be keyed at a higher
rate than the forward link, or alternately two channels must be employed to
carry the return link telemetry. The required PN keying rates for these
schemes as a function of the average guard time are shown in the facing figure,
by the curves denoted by A and B respectively. The curves are based on each
RCV transmitting the 2400 bps equally divided over N bursis per second. Four
overhead data bit intervals are added to the front of each burst to provide time
for receiver carrier tracking refinement.

An average guard time of about 300 microseconds represents a good
compromise between the accuracy with which the RCV {ransmit timings must
be controlled, the complexity of PN pattern search, and the position location
determination accuracy. Curve A shows that a single TDMA return link with
30 dB processing gain must, for vhis average guard time, be keyed in excess
of 80 Mpps. With reference to the present logic circuit technology, the compo-
nents operating reliably at this speed are considerably more costly and have
much higher prime power requirements than components functioning reliably
at 60 Mpps. The impact of these considerations on the RCV modem design and
the equal bandwidth objective were grounds for rejecting the approach of using
a sing.e channel with 30 dB processing gain,

The return link telemetry can readily be transmitted over two TDMA
chamnels, each keyed at the instantaneous PN code rate of 60 Mpps. The aver-
age guard time for this scheme would exceed 1 ms as can be found by extrapo-
lating curve B, This approach was chosen during the early phases of the study,
but subsequently rejected. The disadvantages of this approach lie in an
increased vequirement for bandwidth and in inoreased ground station receiver
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equipment complexity, if flexibility in RCV assignment to any one of the two
TDMA channels is to be provided.

Reduction of the maximum processing gain to 27 dB (rather than 30 dB)
makes it possible to place all return link telemetry on a single 60 Mpps PN
keyed TDMA channel (see curve C), The resulting instantaneous maximura data
rate for this structure is 120 Kbps, allowing for an average guard time of 300
microseconds when each RCV transmits the telemetry at 60 bursts per second,
The resulting reductions in the spectrum requirement and circuit complexity
were deemed to be of significant value to compensate for the 3 dB decrease in
processing gain, leading to the selection of a single TDMA return link for the
telemetry. The single channel approach is also much more suitable for modu-
lar ground station design, in that no unnecessary major function must be in-
gorporated into the basic system for handling various quantities of RCVs up to
a total of 25,

In order to have a simple integer relationship between the PN keying rate
applied to the video data and the cne used on the forward link and return link
telemetry, the selection for the video channel is between 30 and 60 Mpps,
since the video data when multiplexed with the telemetry data has a rate exceed-
ing 20 Mpps. No strong arguments exist for either choice. The 60 Mpps keying
rate is supported by aiming for commonality between all return link channels,
rosulting in equipment simplicity and a 3 dB AJ advantage (when transmitting low
speed video). The 30 Mpps keying rate would result in preservation of bandwidth.
Based on future systems employing data reduction units to decrease the video
rate, the 60 Mpps scheme was adopted.
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Required PN Keying Rate Versus Average Guard Time for Single and Dual
TDMA Return Link Channel Implementations. Use of two ground stations
necessitate incorporation of guard times into the TDMA telemetry return link
transmissions. However despite this requirement all users can be accommo-
dated on a single 60 MHz channel with only a 3 dB reduction in processing
gain relative to the forward link.
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Section 2 — Selection of Network Configuration and Waveform Parameters
Subsection — Network Configuration Selection and Trade-Offs

COMPARISON OF CANDIDATE SPREAD-SPECTRUM WAVEFORMS.

Among spread-spectrum waveforms, the viable candidates can be reduced to three
generic forms with a continuum of variations and hybrids, namely stored-refer~nce
pseudorandom frequency hop, time hop, and phase shift keyed. Of these, phase-shift
keying offers the simplest implementation for the Wideband Command and Control

Modem. _

For the Wideband Command and Control Modem (WCCM), a stored refer-
ence technique is recommended, i.e. one in which the spectrum spreading wave-
form (or the key required to generate the waveform) is stored at both the trans-
mitter and the receiver. The uncertainties in the received waveform are thereby
limited to start time, center frequency (due to Doppler and oscillator offset), and
data content.

The three commonly employed generic waveforms for spread-spectrum
are frequency hop, time hop and phase-shift keyed. Each of these is described
briefly below,

Frequency Hop — In simplest form, frequency hop (FH) involves the trans-
mission of a sequence of short contiguous pulses of discrete frequencies as
indicated in Figure A, The pulse element bandwidth, which is inversely related
to the element length, is much less than the spread channel bandwidth. For un-
coordinated FH, thr element length is normally selected to be shorter than the
information bit length to reduce the loss due to coincidence of frequencies from
two separate transmitters, However with sufficient data encoding, the bit rate
and element rate may be approximately equal, as in the TATS system,

Time Hop — A time hop (TH) waveform, as shown in Figure B, is distin-
quished by short pulses of energy with relatively large off periods. The pulse
repetition rate is normally much higher than the information bii rate but clearly
for a fixed information rate and a constant energy per bit, the peak power must
be increased in inverse proportion to the duty factor,

Phase-5Shift Keyed — Phase-shift keying (PSK) is the most commonly em-
ployed modulation for spectrum spreading. As in TH, the element length in PSK
determines the spread handwidth, However, the PSK pulses are contiguous, as
shown by Figure C,

The three basic waveform types described above are representative, but
many variants exist, For example, continuous phage-shift modulation might be
substituted for the discrete switching of the PSK modulation, Also, more com-
plex waveforms (such as a frequency chirp) could be substituted for any of the
elemental pulses.

Comparisons — Discussion of the performance of these schemes under
various ECM conditions as well as discussion of the feasibility of employing the
techniques on the various WCCM links are deferred to the next topic, With re-
gard to their implementation, it can be stated that the PSK technique offers, in
general, the simplest iraplementation. PSK does not require the multiple fre-
quenoy generation, as in FH, or the high peak power, as in TH.
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Figure B. Time Hop Concept. Short, full-bandwidth pulses are transmitted with a low duty factor.
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Section 2 — Selection of Network Configuration and Waveform Parameters
Subsection ~ Network Configuration Selection and Trade-Offs

TRADE-OFF BETWEEN PARTIAL AND FULL OCCUPANCY MODULATION
TECHNIQUES

Frequency hopping and time hopping were rejected because of deficiencies in anti-
jamming performance, inferior performance in Gaussian noise, and excessive com-
pexity implications on the RCV hardware,

Optimum forward and return link transmission schemes not only must
accommodate all ground-RCV information transmission and furnish the neces-
sary multiple access properties on the return link, but also must sensibly use
the frequency spectrum and transmitter power, Spectral utilization becomes im-
portant when potential sources for interference are considered while anti-
jamming protection is provided concurrently,

The discussions in the previous topics of forward and return link trans-
missiun schemes are closely associated with the selection of ECCM techniques
for the forward and return links although this fact was not stressed explicitly.
Before arriving at the recommended link schemes, the links were investigated
from the ECCM aspect. For instance, the choice to employ continuous forward
link transmission excludes pseudorandom time hopping as an ECCM technique
applicable to the forward links, In this topic some general comparisons of ECCM
techniques are discussed,

The applicable spread-spectrum modulation types can be subdivided into
the two categories 1) partial~ocoupancy modulations and 2) full-occupancy modu-
lations. The first group includes pseudorandom time hopping and psuedorandom
frequency hopping, hybrid time-frequency hopping and hybrid frequency hopping-
PSK. The full-occupancy modulations are represented by various direct-
sequence phase-shift modulation schemes.

In order for a frequency hop system to have performance equal to a
phase-shift keyed direct-sequence system, the hopping must be coherent, dras-
tically complicating both the receiver and the transmitter. Even if noncoherent
frequency hopping is used, the process of signal generation and decoding are in
general more complex than for a PSK system,

From an ECM point of view, a simple frequency hop system {n which the
mark and space frequencies are chosen pseudorandomly is more susceptible to
specialized forms of jamming than the direct sequence system. In particular,
multitone jamming, in which the jammer concentrates most of {ts power fn a
few frequency slots, can be very effective. To counteract such a strategy,
multiple hops per information bit must be used with noncoherent postdetection
processing which degrades performance fn a flat Gaussian noise environmént.

If a large subset of the avatlable frequency hopping tones is used by each
recelver (on a pseudorandom basis), then anti-jamming performance and sus-
ceptibility to intercept are improved, hut the recelve equipment becomes very
complex. If only a few tones are used by each receiver in order to decrease
complexity, the signal becomes more susceptible to intercept, to signature
analysis, and to multitone jamming,

A simple time hopping approach has some of the same difficulties as the
frequency hopping approach: it is characterized by a high peak power, low duty
cycle, wide bandwidth signal, and it is very susceptible to intercept and special-
fzed forms of jamming such as short pulse burst jamming,

As was discussed In a previous topic, to maximize the forward link com-
munications reliability, the maximum amount of signhal energy should be avail-
able to the RCV for acquisition and maintenance of received signal synchroniza-
tion. This objective in conjunction with the emphasis ont RCV cquipment
complexity, viewed from the performance coansiderations alveady stated,
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indicate that time or frequency hopping does not possess any distinct sdvantage
over a direct sequence approach for the forward link,

Because of the high composite return link data rate (in excess of 100
Mbps), it is not feasible to apply a common ECCM technique for the combi-ation
of video and telemetry transmissions, Treating the return link video and teleme-
try transmissions separately, because of the high data rate of the “ideo itself,
it is clear that no practically implementable ECCM technique will furnish a
large amount of protection to the video transmissions. The high rate of the
video data also implies that the video transmissions should employ a modulation
technique furnishing the maximum amount of noise immunity ai*ainable, an
implication which makes continuous transmission direct sequence phase modu-
lation the best choice for the video links.

The complexity associated with implementation of a froquency hopping
system for the return link telemetry is compounded by the large number of RCVs.
A very large number of frequency hopping tones is required, and the circuitry
for coordinating the {requency hopping among the RCVs te avoid mutual interfer-
ence is complex, Utilization of frequency hopping in conibination with time
division multiple access or the use of time hopping would alleviate some of the
complexity associated with straight frequeacy hopping but would introduce other
implementatios problems. The complexity of these hovping schemes and their
lack of any performance improvement over a divect sequence phase modulation
technique were grounds for their rejection,

There is one interesting aspect assootated with the hybrid frequency
hopping-PSK scheme. Depending on the jammer assumptions, this scheme may
have some merit when employed on the return link video, which basically ex-
hibits no useful processing gain at video rates of 20 Mbps, By hopping at a slow
rate, for instance at 1/30- or 1/60-sec intervalz among the five video channel
frequencles, it is possible to roalize a limited amount of gain. The concept,
however, was not pursued further since it was concluded that the situations
where one could depend on obtaining gain wore too hypothetical and restrictive.

PERFORMANCE LIMITATIONS O' NONCOHEKENT FREQUENCY
HOPPING ANE TIME HOUPPRING (FH AND TH)

{ Evalngtion (Cdmpamd with Direct
Performance Area Sequerce PN)

AJ Performance FH and T are more susceptible to special-
ized forms of jamming (such as multitone
or short-pulse hurst jumming). Perform-
ance against Guussian flat noise is poorer,

Interceptibility Fii and TH are more suscoptible to inter-
cejk whan direct seguance because of
higher radiated power density and more
pronounced signature,

Equipment Complexity Signal generation and decoding are more

complex for frequency hopping systems,
in general,

2-11

R ot R R AT



Section 2 — Selection of Network Configuration and Waveform Parameters
Subsection — Waveform Parameter Selection and Trade~Offs

EVALUATING SPREAD-SPECTRUM SIGNAL TYPES

A comparison of applicable spread-spectrum, phase-ghift keying techniques indicates
that the most effective form of jamming signal is center frequency continuous wave,
There are, however, nc* sufficient differences in their relative susceptibility to
specify an absolute selection,

2-12

It was concluded in the previous topics that a direct-sequence, phase-
modulation technique provides the optimum combination of communication perfor-
mance and hardware simplicity for both the forward and return links, The most
popular approach in the past has involved the use of 2- PSK modulation of the
carrier by the pseudo noise (PN) code mixed withthe data, The 4-PSK modulation
technique has been used to a lesser extent, mainly because of the additional
receiver complexity. One additional phase modulation technique which has been
employed by Hughes and found to possess several desirable characteristics for
spread-spectrum applications is the binary continuous phase-shift modulation
(2 CPSM). Other direct-sequence phase-modulation schemes can be devised,
but the three techniques mentioned represent the known schemes applicable to
the WCCM program.

Since jamming represents a serious threat for the WCCM application, it
is of interest to determine the susceptibility of these forms of modulation to dif-
ferent jamming signals. The types of jamming signals considered were 1) con-
tinuous wave (CW) at the center frequency, 2) CW offset by one-fourth the key-
ing rate, and 3) broadband gaussizn noise. A review of other jamming signals
revealed them to be either equivalent to the three types considered or less effec-
tive. For example, phase modulation by noige near the center frequency is nearly
as effective as center-frequency CW against 2 CPSM, while any amplitude modu-
lation is slightly leas effective,

The resultant analytical expressions for signal-to-noise improvement
factors (or jammer-suppression factor), if matched-filter reception is assumed,
are shown in the table on the facing page. The parenthetical entries in the table
were derived by comparing the signal~to-noise improvement factors for equal-
bandwidth operation. Thus, the chip time of 2 CPSM was taken to be two-thinds
of that in the PSK modulation design. This division resulted in equal band-
widths and data-bit integration times for the three modulation types being
compared.

The case of a contered CW jamming signal against 4~ PSK modulation was
taken as the 0-dB reference. The humbers in parentheses thus refer to relative
receiver performance for the specified jamming sighal, Two numbers appear
when performance depends on the relative phase angle of the CW jammer, The
first number refers to the average signal-to-noise improvement for a totally
random phasc angle, while the second refers to worst-case improvement (jam-
mer phase perfectly aligned).

The table entrics show two things. First, in the presence of white
gaussian noise, all three modulation types result in the same signal-to-noise
improvement factor, Since matched filter reception is aspumed for all three,
this result is to be expected. Second, CW jamming is more effective than
broadband jamming and, on the average, centered CW jamming is the most
effective,

In conclusion, it should be noted that from a susceptibility standpoint
alone the three modulation types considered do not differ from one another
sufficiently so that a clear choice of modulation type can be made. Therefore,
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other operational considerations such as ease of implementation, low detecta-
bility, code tracking capability, and minimum sidelobe level must be inciuded
in the selection process. These aspects will be discussed in the next topic.

COMPARISON OF DIRECT-SEQUENCE PHASE-MODULATION
SCHEME JAMMER SUSCEPTIBILITY

Modulation Type
Jammer Type 2-PSK 4-PSK 2 CPSM
Centered CW Nk 2
= g
Wjam Wo cos2¢ 2N, 2N ( 4)
{0, -3dB) | (0 dB) (=0.3 dB)
2N 22N N
Offset CW ~~——-1‘~4 ---—-—1'5-4 __I!La___
co8 ¢
(Wiam = Wo) = 2/(2T) (+0.9 dB) (+0.9 dB) (+1.75, =1.25 dB)
T = Chip Time
ggti;g Gaussian 2Nk ’I‘k B 2Nk Tk B 2I~Xm Tm B
(+3 dB) {+3 dB) (+3 dB)
Where

Nk = Number of PN chips for PSK modulation
N, = Number of PN chips for 2 CPSM modulation = (3/2) N
kK ° Chip time in PSK modulation schemes
'1:m = Chip time in 2 CPSM modulation scheme = (2/3) T,
B = Broadband noise jammuer bandwidth

¢ = Relative phase angle between CW jammer and eignal during
chip interval




Section 2 — Selection of Network Configuration and Waveform Parameters
Subsection — Waveform Parameter Selection and Trade-Offs

SELECTING THE MODULATING WAVEFORM

A comparative evaluation was performed on tiree spread-spectrum, phase-shift,
modulation schemes for the WCCM application., The selected technique, viz.,
binary continucus phase-shift modulation (2 CPSM), not only provides the moat
efficient performance but also possesses a power spectrum which minimizes adja-
cent channel interference,

It was concluded in the previous topics that pseudonoise phase modulation
renresents the most suitable modulation technique for the WCCM application,

The three phase modulation techniques chosen for detailed trade-off analysis were
2-PSK, 4-PSK, and 2CPSM. The first two are well-known basic techniques,

while 2 CPSM denotes binary continuous phase-~shift modulation, in which phase shift-
ing occurs continuously rather than discretely (see Appendix A). The latter was in-
cluded in the comparison because of some very attractive porperties of this scheme.

For facility in comparing the performance of 2~-PSK, 4-PSK, and 2 CPSM
modulation schemes, several parameters had to be equal. Identical 3-dB signal
bandwidths were assumed, Furthermore, the message error rate, together
with the energy per bit to noise density ratio (Eg/N,) required for equal perform-
ance in a benign environment was fixed for all three modulation schemes, This
step could be taken since ali three schemes provide optimum Eg/N, performance.
The table summarizes the modulation trade-off for the set of pertinent perform-
ance criteria,

The jamming susceptibility characteristics of the three modulation tech-
niques were discussed in the previous topic. With rcspect to their susceptibility
to worst-case jamming for each case, and by using 2-PSK as reference, the
4-PSK modulation may exhibit as much as 3 dB more protection, while 2 CPSM
will exhibit performance up to 2.7 dB better than 2-PSK, The disparity in per-
formance between 4~PSK and 2 CPSM Is insignificant, consequently other factors
must be constdered to select the modulating waveform.

Intercepting a 2-PSK signal i3 easiest because of the double sideband
structure and the man-made appearance of the biphase keying. A 4-PSK signal
has similar spectral power density, but its four phase positions render 8 more
"noise-like.” Similarly, the continuously varying phase in the 8 CPSM modula~
tion method will look loss man-made than biphasc keying in the 2-PSK and, there-
fore, loss dotectable.

One disadvantage in practical implementations of biphase modulation,
and to a lesser extent quadrature modulation, Is that it is subfect to side-
band re-creation. This condition results from the nonconstant amplitude char-
acteristics of their time waveforms, When a nonlinear circuit (limiter, non-
linear amplifter, ete.) is used to process a signal with zero crossings in the
envelope, sidebands will be regenerated even though they may have been com-
pletely filtered out prior to the nonlinearity. The 2 CPSM waveform on the
other hand, being characterized by constant amplitude and continuously shilting
phase, does not exhibit this property.

The de-power input comparison indicated in the table ig related to the
sideband re-creation trade-off. Again, because of the constant amplitude
nature of the 2 CPSM envelope, a much more efficient iransmit amplifier
(Class C) can be employed in processing the signal.

One significant advantage of 2 CPSM when compared with other phase
modulation schemes lies in that the spectral sidelobe level of 2 CPSM s much
lower, assuming the 3-dB bandwidths of the systems to be the same. The spec-
tra of 2- and 4-PSK techniques have comparable sidelobe structures, the power
spectrum varying as {8in x/x)2. ‘The sidelobes of 2 CPSM, however, decay as
(8in x/x)4, implying that 2 CPSM contains much less energy in the sidelobes.
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Translated to the WCCM application, this observation means that utilization of
2 CPSM will result in less adjacent channel interference, a fact which is a

key consideration in the light of the selected WCCM return link transmission
scheme,

The precision with which the received signal can be tracked depends
primarily on the shape of the correlation functior of the spread-spectrum
modulation. The shapes of the correlation error functions for botk PSK
techniques are identical triangular waveiorms, while the shape of the £ CPSM
autocorrelation function is such that for a delay-lock loop tracking impiementa-
tion, the loop tracking error functien has a slope of greatur maguitude near the
zero crossing than for 2-PSK or 4-PSK, ‘This implies that the 2 OPEM provides
improved tracking and time of arrivai {ranging) estimates,

An important area for comparison is equipment complexity. The trans-
mitter implementations for all three of the modulation schemes are relatively
simple and essentially comparable. The receiver for the 4-PSK system or
the 2 CPSM system is more complex than the receiver for the 2-PSK system
because of the quadrature signal components. However, the 2 £PSM receiver
is slightly less complex than the 4-PSK receiver since PN cade piattern removal,
data integration and decisioning, and tracking in the 2 CPSM receiver can be
implemented as in a 2-PSK receiver.

In conclusionr, although the differences among these modulation schomes
in any given category are small, all the minor points add up to a definite recom-
mendation to incorpotate 2 CPSM as the WCCM spresd-specirum modulation

techniques.
TRADE-OFF AND SELECTION OF
WCCM SPREAD-SPECTRUM MODULATION TYFE
Evaluation*
- Criteria 4-P3K | 2 CPSM Selection
Adjacent Channel Interference 0 + 2 CPSM
Side Band Re-Creation + ++ 2 CPSM
Transmit DC-Power Input 0 + 2 CPSM
EB/.N , Worst-Cage Jammer Modulation 2 * 4-PSK
Complexity:
Transmitter Implementation 0 0 0
Receiver hinplementation - - 2-PSK
Signal Tracking Capability 0 + 2 CPSM
Eage of Intercept + + 4-P8SK/2 CPSM

LEGEND: - poorer, 0 equal, ¥ befter, +* best
*Evaluations are referenced to 2-PSK,

i TSN A AN LTI £ Bt 0 i
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Section 2 ~ Selection of Network Configuration and Waveform Parameters
Subsection — Waveform Parameter Selection and Trade-Offs

PERFORMANCE COMPARISON BETWEEN COSTAS LOOP AND GATED
CARRIER PHASE TRACKING

The difference in performance hetween the Costas loop and the gated carrier phase
tracking schemes is so small from a practical standpoint that the decision as o
which technique to use should be based on other congiderations.

The proposed modulation scheme for WCCM is 2 CPSM with a coheyent
(as contrasted with differentially coherent) method of detection. The 2 CPSM
modulation scheme, like PSK, possesses a continnous spectrai density, pre-
venting direct extraction of a reierence carrier. Thus one of the two kasic
approaches for creating a carrier reference at the receiver must be empleyed.
One approach iz based on nonlinear operation and includes the Cestas loop and
the mathematically equivalent squaring loop methods. The second approach
makes use of a suhcarrier, transmitied togetner with the data signal in such a
mannet that the subcarrier can be extracted without interference from the
modulated signal.

A practical way to implement the subcarrier tracking method is to use
the gated carrier approach. This method is tha recommended carrier
regeneration approach for WCCM and is implemented in sueh a way that at
predetermined times a portizn of unmodulated carrier signal is gated into the
phase look loop. In the WCCM application, the predetermined times were
chosen to be locked to the PN pattera with the guration of avery sixth chip repre-
senting a gated carrier pulge. In addition, the eecurrences of the gated carrier
chips are locked to the PN generator frame Uming, removing the necessity
of a sync search between the transmit and receive gated carvier chip timings.
The gated reference contains oaly carrier infermation aud dues nol transmit
any other information.

The theoretical performances of subearrier tracking (gated carrier)
and Costas loop or the squaring loop ara comparad in the facing tadle gn the
basis of providing an error rate of 102 and 10™2 for threo transmisston rates.
Although 2400 bps signaling speed is included, the porforpances at 12 aml 60
kbps are considered as the key functional medes for the WCCM, and the region
daetermined by these iwo rates should be used in evalvating the relaiive quality
of two approaches. The comparison is baged on the work by W. C. Lindrey*,
and on employing 3 phase lock leop with a loop basdwidth of 109 Hz, which is
sufficient for an optimum second arder loop (o track a linear frequency tate-of-
chaage of & kiiz/see, The latter figure represents the maxitium Doppier change
for WCCM, assuming a 10 GHz transmission frequeney and 12 g maximum ac-
celeration. Another assumption is that ohe-sixth of the camposite power is 2lle-
cated to the gated carrier tracking function,

The results show that the difference between the two techaigues for car-
rier reference recovery is negligitle in the region of interest but slightly i
favor of the Costas loop scheme. Taking into account the additional performance
dogradation resulting from the differcantial data encoding process required to
resolve the 180 degree phase ambiguity associated with this techatgue, the two
approaches are from a practical standpoint about egual. This consideration is

Pbaac-Shiﬂ-Keyed Signal Detection with Noisy Reference Signal, " IEXE
Transaction on Aerospace and Electronic Systems, Vol. AES-2, No. 4
(July 1958).
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stated just for the sake of completeness and is not included in the comparison
tabie since the degradation pertains to bit arror probability; iis impact on a
system traasmitting information in form of message blocks depends on the error
correction/detection code being employed.

The choice of the ratio between the subcarrier syne power and total
power of one to six for the WCCM application represents a compromise between
iraplementation simplicity, performance and tracking capability. Although
allocation of a smaller fraction of the total power into the subcarrier sync
woulid have resulted in a few tenths of a dB improveinent at error rates per-
mitting quality data decisioning, the system operational advantages would be
more than offset by the higher probability of loss of phase !ock during fades and
of other circumstances causing a temporary short-term decay in the received
signal poweus.

It shaguld be noted that the perfermance difference indicated in the table
applies only to an ideal loasless implementation, When implemented in a
practicsl manner by using digital circuitry, the implementation loss asscciated
with the Costas l6op is expectad to exceed by about 1/2 dB the loss associnted
with lhe gated earrier technique {refer to the next topic). Thus the resulting
performance difference is reduced to less than ene-half dB, a difference that
¢ an be ignored in a practics! system. The complexity, however, of the Costas
loop implemontation (alsc discussed in the next topie) strongly surpasses the
complexity of the gated carvier scheme, a fact whinh leads to the adoption of the
the gated carrier tochnique W perform the phase t soking {unctions for the
WCCM.

CONPARISON BETWEEN GATED CARRIER AND
CQSTAS LOOP PHASE REFERENCE TRACKING METHOLS

Theoretizal Loss fin dB) of ldeal

Iiugxx ementation Refativa to Optimal

> m&? R’a ‘0 ‘ . (&ehfretm Reception P«;’r&’fwmamg ‘
o { Kbjs) Gatest Carrier Costas Lowp

vl 4.8 Negligibie

10°% 12 0.8 Negligible
g.. 4 1.3 =0.5 dB

60 G. 5 \ Negligible

107® 12 0.: Negiigible
2.4 0.9 =0.} dB




.»'\ I Section 2 — Selection of Network Configuration and Waveform Parameters
: Subsection -- Waveform Parameter Selection and Trade-Offs

IMPLEMENTATION COMPARISONS BETWEEN COSTAS LOOP AND GATED CARRIER
PHASE TRACKING

Comparison of the two candidate phase tracking schames w'*h regard to implementa-
tion complexity and performance favor the gated carrier technique for the WCCM
application.

As was concluded ia the previous topic, the difference in performance
between the Costas loop and the gated carrier approaches to signal phase tracking
.3 is, fromn a practical standpoint, so miror that the decisior as to which scheme
C, to adopt for the WCCM application should be based on other considerations. Thig
: topic compares the implementation difierences of the techniques and the impact
of subouiimal implementation on the transmission performance.

A block diagram representation of the two schemes is shown in the figure
on the facing page. The phase tracking loops are shown connectsd in parallel to
the 2 CPSM demodulstor to facilitate comparison. The 2 CPSM demodulator is
. ignored in this toplc since its implementation impact is common to both ap-
A proaches.

The only functions, excluding the loop filter and the VCO, required to

‘ impicment a gated carrier tracking scheme in a spread-spectrum system are

a time controlled gate and a PN pattera removing exclusive-OR circuit. The

control driving the gate nperates in synrchrenism with the PN pattern geaerator.

{In tihe WCCH applicstion the gate is activated on every sixth PN chip.) A sim-

ilar gating functien is included in the transmitter for incorporation of the gated

carrier into the modulating data sequence,

The Costas loop implementation in the receiver on the other hand, re-
quires two PN pattern removing exclusive-OR circuits, two filters with hand-
widths an the order of the data rate, and 2 multiplier. Although a minor con-
sideration, the Costas loop requires fneorporation of differential data eacoding
.8 or gome otheyr scheme to resolve the data pelarity problem reaulting from the
. phase ambiguity inheront with the Costas loop. This fupotion is not shown in
. the figure,

s 4 Muitipliers by nature are cousiderubly more complicated thaa linear

; * 3 cireuits, In order to aveld excessive degradation at low signal-to-noise raties,
3 whero dogradation is most critical, the multiplier of rouit becomes very com-
ples in both analog and digital forms of implementation.

g The filters must bave adjustable bandwldths to enable the WCCM recoiver
i to operate at various data vales, or a degradation in the performanca will be
realized, Thus either a bank of analog filters or a variable bandwidth digital

¥ filter iz required. The former approach can be eliminated since its use would
8 e inconsistent with the emphasis or maximum staplivity in the RCV hardware
3 and on the objective of maximum use of digital implementation. Even the com-
> 3 plexity of digital filtérs is such that the only reasonable implementation of a
"3 variable baadwidih filter is to use a summer, with the bandwidth selection ac-
complished by varying the number of samples over which a sum is formed.
The gated carrier scheme operation is ‘ully indopendent of the data rate.
3 3y Thus, the loop can be designed to oplimally function in all wodes of trursmis-
3 ston, requiriag o adjustments whea n mode change is performed.

Gl
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In the Costas loop, however, the bandwidth of the filters must be adjusted
to match the bit data rate for the loop to furnish che perforn:ance indicated in the
previous topic. In a practical implementation, this variability in bandwidth not
only increases the filter complexity but also imposes incorporation of gain ad-
justment features required to maintain the multiplier operating in the amplitude
region that provides the best performance. Also there are practical problems
in the derign of a multiplier where the output dc bias must be kept very small,

In a phase lock loop, a bias term has the effect of offsetting the phase tracking.
Allowing for all of these design considerations, the Costas loop is expected to
suffer about a one-half dB higher implement.tion loss than the gated carrier
scheme.

One additional disadvantage associated with the Costas loop is the pos-
sibility that the carrier loop may lock onto a sideband under certain circum-
stances. The likelihood of this occurring in a system like WCCM, where the
Dopeler offset can exceed the data rate, is quite high. This event can geperally
be detectad and corrected when phase lock is derived over very long messages.
In the burst TDMA return link mode, howaver, this assumption is far from being
valid.

é;
£

A secondary svantage of the gated carrier scheme is that the imple~
mentation of the FN code tracking function is sir:plified in that no data decision-
ing or absolute value functions need be incorporated into the tracking loop.

In conclusion, although the Costas loop is sligitly superior on a theoretical
basis to tha gated carrier approach, the laiter was adopted for the WCCM appli-
cation because the ga*ed carrier !s considerably less complex to implement.
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Section 2 ~ Selection of Network Configuration and Waveform Parameters
Subsection — Waveform Parameter Selection and Trade-Offs

FORWARD LINK MESSAGE TiIMING STRUCTURE DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

Control of a remotely piloted vehicle requires as many as 10 commands per second,
In order to satisfy more general system requirements and imuprove ECM registance
and communication reliability, it is desirable to have two to three times this update
capability,

The second step after having chosen the forward link transmission scheme
to employ a single channel with continuous structure, which is subdivided into a
number of message slots for providing time division multiple access to the RCVs,
is to determine the length of each access, The alternatives are to use bit-by-bit,
character-by-character, or block~by-block transmission, where the word
"block' refers to an access length not equalin;, a bit or a character, Character
length access can readily be dismissed since the commands are not text-oriented
but consist rather of variable field-length digital data, Bit-by-bit transmission,
wherein sequential single bits are transmitted to the different RCVs, is too rigid
a structure and can not furnish the advantages (mentioned laier) of a block
transmigsion structure, The problem of selecting the optimum block length is
tied in with the access rate for a given desired data throughput to each RCV per
second, The choice was made as a result of the following considerations.

The Wideband Command and Control Modem should be applicable toa gen-
eral class of unmanned, remotely controlled vehicles requiring rapid response,
Within a given class the design should also be flexible in order to apply to a wide
range of deployment levels, As generally applies to the design of communications
systems, the communications link must not slow down the overal! system per-
formance speed. Studies have indicated that 10 cominands per second are suf-
ficient to control an RCV, even during the most active phases of the mission,
Since this number assumes that each control command is received and success-
fully demodulated by the controlled vehicle, the communications system should
permii transmissions at a rate of two to three times the number stated in order
to account for rapid variations in the propagation effects and to counter an ad-
versary employing ECM tactics, Thus a rate of two to three times the given
number is desirable, leading to the selection of a frame rate of 30 frames/sec.
This frame rate results in an 80-bit block leagth when combined with a 2400
bps transmission rate to each RCV, This message block length, has been de-
termined to represent a desirable length as far as permitting incorporation of
the various command functions is coucerned. It should be noted that the selected
length does not prevent the transmission of longer messages, By proper message
header, the user can transmit any message length by subdividing the message
into blocks fitting into the 80 bit length structure.

The structure of one frame of tho chosen forward link transmission
scheme is shown in the figure opposite. The mode shown represents the nominal
forward link mode, having 25 message slots/frame. Each message slot contains
80 bits, The number of blocks into which the 1/30-sec frame is subdivided is
variable and can be chosen to suit a particular mission, an arrangement which
permits better utilization of available signal power and adds processing gain,

The 80-bit block consists of a 6-bit address, 64 bits of data, and 10 bits
for error detection coding, (The error detection code is discussed in a sub-
sequent topic,) The address of the destination RCV is included in each forward
link message to permit the ground station dava souvrce to make a decision on the
priorities of messages to be transmitted, The alternate approach would be to
employ a fixed time slot agsignment structure wherein one message slot is
assigned for every RCV per frame. Even if it is possible to make the latter
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approach flexible to a limited extent by incorporating a time slot reassignment
capability, the only advantage of this scheme lies in that no m~ssage address
overhead is required, a negligible advantage that is readily defeated by the sig-
nificant benefits of an addressable system. First, the message addressability
enables the ground control to make maximum use of the forward link resources
in that the traffic can readily be adjusted to suit the evolution of the mission,
Secondly, when used in combination with positive acknowledgement, the address-
ing capability allows simple adaptation to high raw error rate conditions, im-~
proving the performance under ECM and poor signal-to-noise ratio conditions.
Positive acknowledgement refers to the fact that the return link telemetry mes-
sage from an RCV contains information on the event of this RCV's receipt of a
correct message subsequent to its last previous return link burst transmission,

Depending on the content and priority of the forward link message, the
ground station may continue to transmit the messages until the acknowledgement
has been received, it is very difficult to relate the advantages of this feature to an
equivalent signal-to-noise improvemeni for realistic deployment situations,
because in a dynamic system the conteat of the command message may change
even if the commands are not received by an RCV, This fact constitutes the
difference between the positive acknowledgement concept and the basic auto~
matic retransmission request technique (ARQ), in which the same message is re-
peated until acknowledgement of reception is obtained. The value of this concept
should, however, be obvious, The feature also defeats any attempt by a jammer
to selectively jam a given forward link.

28266-60
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Forward Link Message Timing Structure, The selected forward link transmission scheme can adapt to a
particular mission and provides better utilization of available signal power.
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: Section 2 - Selection of Network Configuration and Waveform Parameters
| Subsection ~ Waveform Parameter Selection and Trade~Offs

RETURN LINK MESSAGE TIMING STRUCTURE DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

< A Use of a TDMA return link burst rate of 60 bursts per second per RCV improves
3 : the effect of positive acknowledgement and makes possible interburst PN code
- - tracking without a search in the beginning of each burst.

o ' In order to fully realize the potential advantages of the positive acknowl-
5 edgement concept, the return link should employ a transmission rate per RCV ex-
ceeding the forward link frame rate, i.e each RCV ghouid transmit more than

$ once per forward link frame. If this is not the case, the ground control will have
3 to wait a full frame length for each successive '"valid message received" con-
B firmation, Even if the message addressability feature furnishes performance

4 benefits under this condition, much of the power of the addressability/positive
acknowledgement combination is not being fully ohtained.

The figure in a previous topic (""Selection of Return Link Channel Param-
eters") indicates that an RCV transmit rate of either 60 or 90 transmission per
B gsecond per RCV for 27 and 24 dB processing gain, respectively, provides an

. average guard time of 0. 3 milliseconds in a system keyed at 60 Mchips/second.
The 60 transmissions/second approach was selected because of its 3-dB proc-
essing gain advantages and the slightly simplier implementation,

, The major advantage of a transmission scheme wherein each RCV trans~

mits 60 times per second (or more) is realized in the code tracking scheme, in

) that the high transmission rate enables code tracking when 2 CPSM modulation
is used, without the necessity of a search in the beginning of each burst in the

N TDMA mode.

The structure of the return link timing is shown in Figure A, One 40-bit
b block is transmitted per half-frame or per 1/60 second. In order to maintain
3 nomenclature consistency with the forward link, the term ''frame' refers to the
;,,» frame duration of the forward link frame, equaling 1/30 second, The figure
shows only the maximum RCV deployment structure, Reduced modes, furnish-

ing improved performance, are shown and discussed in the next section,

When an RCV operates in the video transmission modes, the video and
telemetry are multiplexed in accordance with the timing structure shown in
Figure B, The structure is rigid with regard to the video, telemetry, and gated
carrier chip pattern sequence and does not depend on the video data rate, The
integration times in the ground receivers are adjustable, providing freedom in
the selection of the video data rate. The significant advantage of this "equally
distributed" multiplexing approach is that no storage for video data is required,
-as would have been the case If the .clemetry data were transmitted on a per
telemetry data bit basls, for instance,
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2926663

® TDMA CAPACITY: 25 RCVs ON ONE RF CHANNEL
¢ 60 BURST TRANSMISSIONS/RCV/SEC

® NOMINAL 3C0 ySE- (50 nmi) GUARD TIME

¢ HIGH BURST RATE REDUCES BURST TO BURST TRACKING ERRORS
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: ] Figure A. TDMA Mode Return Link Message Timing Structure. This figure illustrates only the maximum
j RCV deployment.
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multiplexing approach eliminates the need for storage for video data.
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Figure B. Video and Telemetry Mode Return Link Message Timing Structure. This equally distributed
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Section 2 — Selection of Network Configuration and Waveform Parameters
Subsection — Waveform Parameter Selection and Trade-Offs

SELECTING THE PSEUDO NOISE SEQUENCE LENGTH

The selection of the pseudo noise pattern length represents a trade-off between the
speed at which synchronization is acquired, anti-jamming protection, cost, size,
and weight. The selected 33 millisecond length (2 million PN code chips) is three
orders of magnitude longer than the data interval.

In order to demodulate forward and return link data, proper pseudo noise
(PN) code lock must be maintained. Therefore, the loss of modem synchroniza-
tion due to temporary loss of signal from short term fading or to RCV flight be-
hind terrain causing severe signal attenuation necessitates signal reacquisition.
Since the RCV flight path is controlled from a Ground Control Station (GCS), it is
imperative that fast reacquisition be performed. The PN pattern length selection
for the WCCM was based on the above facts and the fact that the longer the select-
ed PN pattern, the more difficult acquisition and reacquisition becomes. (Diffi~
cult in that it requires increased modem complexity to obtain the acquisition and
reacquisition times comparable to that time required for a shorter pattern.)

While it is simpler to reacquire a short PN code sequence as opposed to
a long one, short codes do possess two distinct disadvantages. These disad-
vantages are 1) an intercept station can more easily break the PN code and 2)
a repeat jammer could record the signal over the pattern length duratfon and
then retransmit it in a subsequent code interval for effective jamming or spoof-
ing. Therefore, longer sequence codes provide better protection against jam-
ming and spoofing. On the other hand, long PN code sequences result in in-
oreased cost, size, and weight due to the necessily of a parallel synchronous
acquisition correlator for the necessary acquisition and reacquisition speed.

Since the major design constraints associated with the RCV modem in-
cludes cost, size, and welight; a long PN code cannot be justified. This fact is
supported due to the extreme amount of cost, size, and weight impaots of using
parallel synchronous acquisition cireuitry (Refer to Review of Current State-of-
the-Art Parallel Correlation Hardware Technology Topic.) Therefore some
form of serial pattern search for acquisition must be used. The problem then
remains to determine a PN code length that represents a length over which it is
reasonable to search. There is a constraint on the minimum length of the PN
pattern (which is clocked at 60 Mbit/sec). This constraint is due to the approxi-
mate 3 millisecond round trip propagation time associated with the specified
250 nautical mile RCV deployment range. Any PN code length less than approxi-
mately 180 kilobits could potentially result in range ambiguity resolution
problems.

An optimum cholce for the WCCM PN pattern length was determined
to be 2 megabits, This length was chosen partly because its 30 millisecond
oycle {8 long enough to force potential jainmers to use costly, sophisticated
hardware to record the resultant 2 million bit 60 MHz rate patteran for playback.
The selection of a highly non-linear 60 megabit length PN pattern which is non
repeating within 4 WCCM transmission frame interval results in ca effective
mean time to acquire (during a full search mode) of less than 20 seconds. Due
to the use of a maximum code tracking adjustment rate in the RCV modem PN
code tracking olrcuitry (which {8 in turn used to slew PN timing by 1/8 chip
intervals per sample), spoofing would take a minimum of approximately two
hours to effectively conduct a full PN pattern sweep. The 2-hour full PN pattern
sweep requirement effectively negates any deceptive jamming threat. The 2
megabit PN pattern length also matches the selected frame Intervals resulting
in additional system benefite such as easy derivation of frame timing pulses for
the selected ranging concept.
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Use of a PN code length which is several orders of magnitude longer than
the data incerval very efectively eliminates the possibility of acquiring and
falsely tracking any time sidelobe of the code. Short codes which repeat at or
near the data interval can readily have aperiodic time sidelobes which allow a
receive correlator to track the code with a mismatched time and/or frequency.
In some systems this could result in false receiver lockup at high signal to noise
ratios, However use of codes which are at least an order of magnitude longer
than the tracking time constant eliminates these potential difficulties.

'. FACTORS AFFECTING PN CODE LENGTH

A medium code length has been selected which maintains accept-
able acquisition times and effectively provides all of the long
code advantages.

Long Code Advantages

¢ Eliminates Potential Tracking uf Time Sidelobes
e Reduces Potential for Effective Repeat Jamming:

- Simple Jamming

~ Information Deception
- Range Gate Pull-Off
e Reduces Code Breaking Potential
e Eliminates Range Measurement Ambiguities

Short Code Advantages

o Shortens Time to Acquire PN Code

o Improves Processing Gain during Signal Acquisition

o Reduces Equipment Complexity
- Size
~ Weight

- Cost

2-25

b vt St el Y03t e ¥
\\\\\\\\ sramia i Sl it B adaad




Section 2 - Selection of Network Configuration and Waveform Parameters
Subsection — Waveform Parameter Selection and Trade-Offs

SELECTION OF MODULAR PROCESSING GAIN INCREMENTS

Nominal values of spectrum-spreading processing gain increments of 1 or 2 dB
assure near-maximum amounts of processing gain for any given number of users,
Processing gain of up to 37 dB is to be provided on both the forward and return
links,

The Statement of Work for the WCCM requires that the spread-spectrum
modulation is to provide the uplink with a minimum of 30 dB of processing gain,
and that modem multiple access capability is to be modular in the sense that if
less than 25 RCVs are used, the waveform can be suitably adapted to provide
additional processing gain for the remaining users. A further guideline used was
that the modularity should be effective for any number of RCVs between 5 and 25.

With fewer than 25 RCVs, the command data rates on the forward link and
the telemetry data rates on the TDMA return link yield reduced composite link
data rates. However, processing gain per user can also be increased by reducing
the insta’.taneous data rate per user (that is, more PN code chips per data bit)
while tne same average data rate per user is maintained, The question of what
data rate step sizes and, therefore, respective spectrum spreading processing
gains, should be usec can be based on the concept of providing the maximum
amount of processing gain proportional to the number of users being deployed,
However, the economic feasibility of this concept does not totally justify its
implemeiitation, As a result, the specific data rate step sizes used must also
be selected for implementation convenience, The forward and return link clock
rates and message capacity tables shown on the opposite page reflect incremental
data rate selections which provide the required processing gain modularity with
negligible modem cost impact. It is highl. desiruble to obtain modular spectrum-
spreading processing gain increments of 1 or 2 dB to insure that a near-
maximum amount of processing gain is developed for the given number of users,
This has been effectively achieved for both the forward and return links, The
return link TDMA mode processing gain increments differ from the forward link
gain increments because of the requirement that a 300-microsecond (50 nmi)
minimum average guand time be used between the various return link bursts to
prevent transmission overlaps.

The implementation convenience concept has been realized by using a
low cost decade counter for the divisor function, This arrangement allows a
minfmum number of messages per frame of 5 and 4 for the forward and return
links, respectively, One message per frame is equivalent to 2400 bps, When
fower than 5 vehicles are active, greater effective processing gain can be ob-
tained by using multiple transmissions over the forward link, This time diver-
sity approach is augmented by the RCVs ability for pesitive acknowledgment by
which the GCS is informed of valid message reception by the RCV. This repeat
message concept can — and should — be used in any of the data rate modes to
increase the effective processing gain per user. This positive acknowledgment-
repeat transmission technique is very effective in a fading signal or burst
interference environment,
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TABLE I, FORWARD LINK (UPLINK) CLOCK RATES AND
MESSAGE CAPACITY

Spectrum-
Spreading
Data Clock Messages Processing
Divisor (Kpps) Per Frame Gain (dB)
— = — #:_—————————...—___.—__.

1 120 50 27.0
2 60 25 30.0
3 40 16 31.8
4 30 12 33.0
5 24 10 34.0
6 20 8 34.8
7 17 7 35.4
8 15 6 36.0
10 12 ) 37.0

TABLE II, RETURN LINK (DOWNLINK) CLOCK RATES AND
TDMA MODE BURST CAPACITY

Maximum®* Spectrum~

TOMA Spreading

Data Clock Accesses per Processing

Divisor (Kpps) Half Frame Gain (dB)
] 120 T* 28 27.0
2 60 16 30,0
3 40 11 31.8
4 30 9 33.0
) 24 T 34,0
6 20 6 34.8
8 15 5 36.0
10 i2 4 37.0

*Maximum spcesses i with respect to maintaining a
minimum average guard time per access of at least
300 microseconds (=56 nml}
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Section 2 — Selection of Network Configuration and Waveform Parameters
Subsection — Waveform Parameter Selection and Trade-Offs

SELECTION OF ERROR CONTROL APPROACH

The error control technique employed has been designed to emphasize minimum
probability of accepting a false message. This could be accomplished by using a
code with a high level of redundancy, but the recommended approach, based on mes-
sage quality detection, is more efficient.

The critical factor in selecting an error control technique for a com-
munication system for a remotely controlled pilotless vehicle system is the
probability with which the communication system outputs a false message. The
forward link is the most important of the two links, since this link carries
action commands, including potential weapons release commands. However,
the return link must also possess a high degree of reliability, since the gener-
ation of grourd control commands is to an extent based on, and in response to,
the RCV data received over the return link, It is recommended that the forward
link should exhibit an error protecticn cagability furnishing a probability of
false message transfer not exceeding 10-8, while a value of 10-5 for the same
parameter should suffice for the return link. Naturally these capabilities should
be accompanied by a reasonable probability of correct message detection to
avoid excessive sluggishness in the system response.

These values can be obtained with a variety of error detection/correction
schemes. In order to make maximum use of signal power, the scheme selected
for WCCM provides the desired reliability by using a combination of an error
detection code and message quality detection. The positive acknowledgement
concept and the forward link message addressability provision add to the effec-
tive over-all message detection probability, because they enable the ground
control to intelligently allocate its transmission resources as function of the
priorities of the commands to the various RCVs,

The lengths of the error detection nodes (number of parity bits) were
chosen to be 10 bits for the forward link and § bits for the return link, applied
to the 70 and 35 bit message block lengths of the two links. The specific strue-
tures of the codes were not selected, but the codes will be linear codes. Linear
codes arc rapidly generated and detected by a feedback shift register structure,

Messagu block oriented code as opposed to a convolutional type code
was chosen due to operational considerations. Even though the convolutional
codes are more powerful, they involve a decoding delay. Convolutional codes
also invoive a significant penalty in the implementation complexity of the decoder.

Considering coding alone, the 10 bit exrror detection would furnish the
forward link with a protection against false message acceptance of about 10°3
ip a random noise environmeat. More exactly the false message probability is
nearly 10~5 against random noise, since the forward link employs a 6-bit
address, the satisfication of which is also a prerequisite for message accept-
ance. The benefit of the address is ignored however, since the dependence of
it would limit the gencrality of the claims of the over-all error control
scheme, when considering a limited signal bias or fading.

The forward link false message probability (i.e., that random noise
will cause the RCV to decode the received signal into a2 message satisfying the
error dotection code) is considered a valid criterion, since the receive signal
may, due to fading, suddenly disappear completely. This represents the
extreme to which a error control scheme should be designed, since in general
a given amount of receive signal will be available, furnishing a favorable
decision bias.
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In order to furnish a probability of less than 10~8 of accepting a false
message by coding alone, at least 27 bits of redundancy would be required. A
much more efficient approach to attain the desired performance is to employ
message quality detection. There are several schemes possible to implement
this function. One is to test the level at the end of each bit integration time
against a threshold and accumulate the number of times the decision failed to
satisfy the threshold quality test. If the accumulated count exceeds a preset
number, the message is rejected, independent of the error detection code test.

The message quality detection should furnish a degree of protection
against false message acceptance of at least 10”5 for the forward link and 10~4
for the return link telemetry for the composite protection gbtained from com-
bining error detection and message quality of 10-8 and 10-5 respectively for
the two links, The figure below shows for the indicated parameters the perfor-
mance of the quality detection concept. The paramster selection is not an opti-
mum choice, but does illustrate how readily the quality detection scheme can
assume the sole responsibility of dismissing a false mwessage, while still allow-
ing a high probability of vali ' message detection.

The above approach to message quality evaluation does not represent the
most powerful approach, but its implementation is simple and its performance
is more than adequate for this case. In addition, the modem is equipped with a
threshold detector to facilitate acquisition and code search anyway, so incorpora~
tion of message quality deteciion representsno aignificant impuct on complexity,

The above discussion pertains mainly to non ECM conditions. As is
shown in another topic, incorporation of an error correction code as apposed
only to error detection capability can be very advantageous, furrishing about
a 1 dB improvement against continvous jamming and 4 dB agains. burst jamming.
Incorporation of error correction coding is left as & design option,
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Section 2 — Salection of Network Configuration Waveform Parameters
Subsection —~ Waveform Parameter Selection and Trade-Offs

LINEAR ENCODING AND DECODING

For providing a high degree of error-detection capability without regard to error
correction, the recommended linear encoding i the simplest solution,

A linear encoder (sce facing figure) consists of a shift register and a few
standard logic gates. The decoder is identical with the encoder except for the
input connections. The length of the shift register needs to be only as long as
the desired number of parity bita. The feedback connections are not critical but
can be geleoted to maximize encoded word separation,

Error-detection encoding in the WCCM system contributes a significant
improvement in antideception capability, since any message must match the
error detection parity as well as match the PN apectrum-spreading code, A
degree of freedom exists in the shift register preset, in addition to the feedback
tap connections. Thus, to spoof or deceive the receiver, the spoofing signal
must simultaneously match PN code timing, data message timing, error en-
coder feedback and preset, as well as contain valid address and message type
indicators wherever applicable.
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Section 2 — Selection of Network Configuration and Waveform Parameters
Subsection — Modem Design Feature Selection and Trade-Offs

SINGLE VERSUS DUAL RCV PSEUDO NOISE GENERATOR TRADE-OFF

The use of two pseudo noise generators in each RCV modem as opposed to one
represents a cost impact. However electronic counter-countermeasures consider-
ations make it highly desirable to use dual pssudo noige generators for reliable
WCCM system performance,

The use of a single pseudo noise (PN) generator within the RCV modem
would force the simultaneous slewing of both transmit and receive functions of
the modem during any synchronization loss condition that requires a search
mode for reacquisition. This condition would result in the loss of critical telem-
etry and video data being sent to the Ground Control Station (GCS) until the RCV
receiver regains synchronization,

Using two PN generators within each RCV modem (one for the transmit
and one for the receive function as shown in the facing figure) results in some
ircrease in modem cost. However upon forward link signal loss, the RCV can
continue to transmit video and/or telemetry during forward link reacquisition
search. Thereby the GCS can continue to receive RCV responses regardless of
forward link status. In addition, degraded rarging can be performed during a
forward link synchronization loss condition. The resultant ranging accuracy will
be a function of the forward link outage duration.

When using two PN generators within an RCV modem, additional system
benefits in the form of 2lectronic counter-countermeasures can be derived. Thia
is accomplished by automatically unlocking the receive and transmit PN gener-
ators when a reacquisition search is initiated. In this manner, the receive PN
genarator can be slewed (search involves slewing of the receive PN generator)
while maintaining constant transmit PN generator timing. Therefore, effective
jamming, due to coincident PN code slewing cotncident with effective jamming,
cannot be detected by the jammer.

if relocking of the transmit and receive PN generator is automatically
performed upon reacquisition, a jammor could again recognize the effectiveness
of his action (due to the transmit PN generator offsct correction). To prevem
this, a singlo status bit in the downlink message is used to inform the GCS of
reacquisition. Subsequently, the GCS can command relocking of the transmit and
receive PN generators at some convenient time, In this manner the forward link
command control of the relocking procoess increases effective anti-jamming
protection.

Each of the PN genarators recommended should be on one printed circuit
card, plus a few assopiated controls, Each of the PN generai »rs would be of
idontical construction,

In conclusion, the henefits derived from using Separate receive and trans-
mit PN generators with the capability of being iocked or unlocked depending on
system status represents the desirable concept to be used. The use of a single PN
generator, although deleting one or two relatively inexpensive printed circuit
cards from the modem, reduces system effectiveness and increases clecirome
counte rmeasure vulnerability.
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Dual PN Generator Control. The recommended use of separate transmit and
receive pseudo noise generators in each RCV modem provides additional elec-
tronic countermeasure protection.
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Section 2 — Selection of Network Configuration and Waveform Parameters
Subsection — Modem Design Feature Selection and Tradeoffs

SELECTING THE RCV MODEM FORWARD-LINK SIGNAL ACQUISITION/REACQUISITION
APPROACH

A serial search approach for forward-link signal acquisition and reacquisition re-
sults in acceptable acquisition times (less than 20 seconds), with minimal RCV
modem cost impact. For short-outage times, the serial search technique provides
correspondingly fast reacquisition with full anti-jam capability.

The selected WCCM design employs a continuous transmission forward
link from the Magter Ground Control Station (MGCS) to the deployed RCVs. Thus,
all RCVs will continuously receive the GCS forward-~link transmission. There are
several methods which can be used for signal acquisition and reacquisition of
this continuously transmitted signal by the RCV modem. .

initial sync acquisition, which will normally be performed athigh signal- -
to-noise ratios (S/N), could be performed by usging a short parallel correlator.
In order to acquire or reacquire at greater distances, a long parallel correlator
would be desirable because of low S/N conditions. The PN code used on the for-
ward link will vary from deployment to deployment. As a result, if parallel cor-
relators are used, they must be programmable to allow for a cost-effective
modem design, For short-teim outages of up to several seconds (because of
short-term fading or effective jamming), it is highly desirable to reacquire with
full anti-jammiung capability, Since the RCV modem has the capability of accept-
ably demodulating data at a noise-to-signal ratio (N/S) of 30 dB, 40 dB of
processing gain would be desirable during the cited short-term reacquisition
phase, The 40 dB processing gain would provide acquisition capability compat-
ible with the 37 dB maximum modular spectrum-spreading processing gain
associated with the minimum RCV deployment mode data rate,

Analog or digital parallel preamble acquisition correlators, with 40 dB
processing gain, possess major disadvantages for WCCM application. Fully pro-
grammable analog devices (acoustic surface wave) are presently unavailable and
would result in high-risk development. A 40-dB, fully programmable digital cor-
relator, aithough feasible, would be cost-prohibitive (costing several times that
of the total modem). As a result, if parallel correlation techniques are imple-
mented, a shorter correlator must be used, Digital parallel correlators having
25 dB of processing gain could be developed, which would not severely impact
RCV modem cost, size, or weight, However, the 25-dB processing gain would
be insufficient for some needs as already noted.

Regardless of the acquisition and reacquisition concepts used, a serial
correlation process must be implemented within the RCV modem PN code track~
ing loop. In addition, the PN code~tracking, serial correlation circuitry must
operate under full dynamic conditions of /N and system modularity, This re-
quired serial correlaticn circuitry can be used for acquisition and reacquisition
by incorporating a relatively small amount of additiona! modem circuitry for
controlling a search process during the acquisition and reacquisition phases,
One disadvantage associated with a serial search approach is that the relative
speed of sync acquisition is slower than for parallel correlation. Therefore, if
roasonably short acquisition times are to be maintained, the PN pattern length
must be limited. The 2-megachip PN pattern length selected for use in the
WCCM gystem allows fur the use of a serial search approach. The use of a 60-
Kpps (readily available in the RCV modem) search rate will allow a full PN pat-~
i :rn gearch to be conducted within a mean time of less than 20 seconds. This
resynchronization time would be applicable to initial acquisition as well as to
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reacquisition after any long outage. A long outage is defined as lasting more
than 105 seconds, as discussed in the RCV modem reacquisition technique
(search mode implementation) topic in Section 4 of this report. The 20-second
initial acquisition and long-term outage reacquisition time is reasonable for
RCV deployments. For short-term outages, reacquisition times will be signi-
ficantly less and will be proportional to the outage duration. A major advantage
associated with the serial search approach is that acquigition and reacquisition
can be performed with full anti-jamming protection at very reasonable cost. In
addition, the concept of commonality between the RCV and GCS modems would
be maintained since the GCS modem utilizes serial search for signal acquisition
and reacquisition.

RCV MODEM FORWARD-LINK ACQUISITION/
REACQUISITION TRADE-OFF ANALYSIS

Serial Search Approach Parallel Correlation Approach

20-second mean time for initial
acquisition

Initial acquisition time within one frame
interval (1/30 second)

High RCV modem cost impact for paral-
lel correlator implementation capable of
operating under full dynamic conditions
of 8/N and system modularity

Minimal RCV modem cost impact
since serial correlation circuitry
is already available in PN code
tracking loop

Acoustic surface wave device for WCCM
application represents high-risk
development

Serial search concept time proven
on previous programs

Reacquisition as soon as signal is strong
enough to reacquire

Reacquisition time will be a func-
tion of outage duration (refer to
reacquisition technique topic)

Reduced anti-jamming protection for
reacquisition

Allows reacquisition with full
anti-jamming protection
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Section 2 — Selection of Network Configuration and Waveform Parameters
Subsection — Modem Design Features and Tradeoffs

SELECTING THE GCS BURST TDMA RETURN LINK SIGNAL ACQUISITION APPROACH

A serial search concept was selected for use in the RCV modem in lieu of a parallel
correlation technique. Serial search allows for acquisition and reacquisition to be
performed with full anti-jamming protection during short outages, provides a rea-
sonable acquisition time, and results in the lowest implementation cost of any
search technique,

The time division multiple access (TDMA) return link mode consists of
short intermittent messages transmitted from each of the RCVs, This results
in only a fraction of the pseudo noise (PN) code being transmitted from an RCV
during each burst interval, Therefore there will be no continuous signal for ac~
quisition or tracking. Due to the selected modularity concept used for the WCCM,
the most critical modular case for acquisition and reacquisition is the reduced
RCYV capacity mode in which five (5) RCVs or less are deployed. The problem
associated with the reduced capacity mode stems from their associated higher
processing gains, To remain compatible with the data processing gain of 37 dB,
the burst acquisition circuit would need an effective processing gain in excess of
40 dB. This amount of processing gain imposes severe problems on the imple-
mentation of acquisition correlation techniques,

One method which could be implemented.to obtain signal acquisition is to
employ a parallel synchronous acquisition correlator at the Ground Control Sta-
tion (GCS), which is programmed on a time division basis. The programming
would be required since each RCV employs a different PN code (or a different
portion of the same PN code). The correlator could be either analog or digital.
However both of these types of synchronous acquisition correlators possess
major disadvantages, A fully programmable analog preamble acquisition corre-
lator (such as an acoustic surface wave device) is presently unavailable and would
require long high risk development (due basically to the 60 Mpps PN chip rate and
the desired large number of taps), A programmable digital preamble acquisi-
tion correlator can be developed, However both development cost and production
cost would be high for the GCS WCCM (probably over $40,000 per ground station),
Also it should be mentioned that the effective bandwidth of a 40 dB parallel cor-
relator operating at the 60 Mpps chip rate is less than 6 kHz, This bandwidth is
somewhat less than the frequency uncertainty at C-band due to the +5 kHz max-
imum doppler frequency. Therefore, a correlator with 40 dB or greater proc-
essing gain would require a two dimensional search program (frequency and
time) which would complicate modem design.

Regardless of the type of acquisition circuitry used, serial correlation
will be used within the GCS modem PN code tracking loops. The GCS modem PN
code tracking loops must operate under full dynamic conditions of S/N and sys-
tem modularity. Since the PN code tracking loops do not function to maintain
correct PN timing during initial acquisition or reacquisition phases, they can be
used for signal acquisition and reacquisition, Therefore, this method of serial
search (using existing PN code tracking circuitry) would be the most cost effec-
tive signal acquisition technique for the WCCM. The serial search approach also
has the advantage of heing able to maintain anti~jamming protection during
reacquisition phases which could not be performed with cost effective parallel
correlation techniques. One disadvantage of the serial search technique is the
slower acquisition times relative to parallel correlation techniques. However,
at the selected 60 Mpps PN chip rate, a full PN pattern search can be conducted
within a mean time of 20 seconds. This search time is reasonable for long dura-
tion outages, For short duration outages — due to short term fading or effective
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jamming — limited PN search modes can be employed which result in signifi-
cant reductions in reacquisition times (refer to RCV modem reacquisition tech~
nique topic in section 4, ,

Initial acquisition using serial search during a TDMA burst transmission
mode can be facilitated by insertion of RCV ranging predictions into the GCS
modem PN code tracking loop. The ranging information will be required due to
the limited PN search which can be conducted by the GCS modem during an RCV
burst interval. If the ranging information used for initial acquisition is in gross
error (more than approximately 15 nautical miles) initial acquisition will have
to be conducted in a continuous transmission mode. This amount of error asso-
ciated with RCV ranging prediction is highly improbable,

The serial search concept was selected for use in the GCS modem based
on the above facts, that is: lower cost, reasonable acquisition and reacquisition
times, and the capability to maintain full anti-jamming protection during the
acquisition and reacquisition modes.

IMPLICATIONS OF BURST TDMA RETURN LINK MODE FOR
ACQUISITION/REA CQUISITION

e Non continuous GCS modem signal reception requires inter-
burst error prediction for acquisition and reacquisition

i e Sync acquisition at the GCS requires time division programming
{ to accommodate the different received RCV PN codes (or a
different portion of the same PN code)

; e Initial acquisition using serial search during a TDMA burst
' mode can be facilitated by insertion of RCV ranging predictions
into the modem search process.
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Section 2 — Selection of Network Configuration and Waveform Parameters
Subsection — Modem Design Fealure Selection and Trade-Offs

REVIEW OF CURRENT STATE OF THE ART PARALLEL CORRELATION
HARDWARE TECHNOLOGY

A review of parallel correlation implementation technology techniques (matched
filters) indicated that no analog correlators currently exist which can produce
close to the 40 dB processing gain required in a field environment, Digital
correlators are feasible, but they are expensive and consume large amounts of
power,

During the first half of this study a search was conducted for practical
matched filter correlation techniques which could perform the burst acquisition
function at signal to noise ratios down to -30 dB (i. e., noise 1,000 times
greater than gignal). To produce reliable burst acquisition requires at least
a 10 dB output signal to noise ratio. Thus, 40 dB of effective processing gain
was desired,

Another key desired parameter was to provide a match to a PN (pseudo
random) pattern at a keying rate of at least 60 Mpps, Also, it was considered
necessary that the correlator be provided with the ability to electronically
reprogram the PN pattern to be matched,

After considerable review it was concluded that no analog techniques
exist by which this capability could be produced in an acceptable length of time
(one year or less) and at a reasonably low risk. The closest analog devices
found use the surface wave acoustic technology. In addition, devices with
30 dB or more processing gain appear very risky at present,

Digital devices are available and techniques have been demonstrated
which would allow the desired processing gain, but the 60 Mpps keying rate is
higher than that produced in any known digital correlator of practical processing
gain, These speeds are achievable at low risk using any of several varieties
of emitter coupled logic or by use of Schottky TTL (transistor-transistor logic).
However, the power levels and quantity of components required to perform
this function with presently available circuit types is prohibitive, See the facing
table, Tapped delay line preamble acquisition techniques using both digital and
analog parallel correlation are disoussed in more detail in Appendix B,

An alternative digital implementation which offers lower power, size
welght and cost is the use of large scale integration (LSI) using complementary
metal oxide semiconductor (CMOS) techniques. An internal Hughes development
program has indicated that a fifty stage bi-phase correlator is practical in a
single integrated cirouit, The keying rate for these devices would be limited
to 10 Mpps, however., Techniques have been developed for multiplexing the
60 Mpps PN sequence into 6 parallel 10 Mpps chains, which would allow use
of these relatively low power LSI circuits. By using this CMOS-LSI approach,
it is estimated that a 40 dB effective processing gain could be produced at a
production cost of about 40 to 50 thousand dollars per correlator. This is
considerably higher than desired for use on the WCCM,
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HIGH SPEED DIGITAL CORRELATORS .— EACH APPROACH PRODUCES

APPROXIMATELY 40 dB OF EFFECTIVE PROCESSING GAIN

e B e e it e e a

Estimated
Integrated IC Packages | Circuit |Estimated | Production
Implementation Circuit (IC) Required Card Power Cost
Technique Type (thousand) Quantity kW) (K dollars)
Single 15,000 Stage | Schottky 15 (plus 750 5 70
Correlator at transistor- 30,000
60 Mpps transistor Resistors)
logic (STTL)
Six parallel Complementary | 1.8 60 0.2 45
15, 000 stage MOS - large
correlators at scale integration
10 Mpps (CMOS-LSI)
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Section 2 — Selection of Network Configuration and Waveform Parameters
Subsection ~ Modem Design Feature Selection and Trade-Offs

SELECTING THE APPROACH TO TIME DIFFERENCE MEASUREMENT FOR RANGING
AT THE GCS

The management of GCS transmit and receive PN generator time differences — in
lieu of a time of arrival technique for ranging — has been selected due to its relative
ease in circuit implementation and cost effectiveness.

in the recommended Hughes approach, the recetve and transmit pseudo
noise (PN) code generators in both the RCV and GCS are continuously in opera-
tion (even during the RCV TDMA burst mode), Also, all PN generators are
synchronized relative to each other. Therefore, the difference in GCS transmit
and receive PN timing will represent the round trip time difference for RCV
ranging calculations, The four PN code generators associated with the RCV and
GCS modems are illustrated on the facing page., The PN generators are illus-
trated as clocks in which a 360° rotation occurs each full frame interval, If
the GCS frame timing pulse is as illustrated, the RCV receive PN generator
timing will be delayed some time interval (a) corresponding to the propagation
delay between the RCV and GCS, The RCV transmit and receive PN generators
are normally locked together and the GCS receiver PN generator timing is
delayed some tims interval corresponding again to the instantaneous propagation
delay between the RCV and GCS (A). The total timing delay between the receive
and transmit GCS PN generators therefore will be equivalent to the round trip
propagation delay (24).

In the return link TDMA mode, each RCV bursts at a rate of twice per
frame interval (as illustrated in the facing figure), The bursts are initiated at
variable times controlled by the GCS, The fact that the burst initiate times are
variable has no effect on the ranging acouracy, The bursts are only used (as
far as PN code tracking and ranging is oconcerned) to refine GCS receive PN
generator timing during the received burst interval and develop error prediotion
signals which are used for interburst timing correction. In this manner,
acourate time differences can be generated for the desired ranging, Ranging
acouracy will be a function of many system parameters, however, as far as
the GCS modem is concerned, it can be shown that ranging error will be a
function of the carrier to noise density ratio at the GCS modem IF amplifier
output, and will not exceed approximately 2-3 feet.

An ulternative considered for time difference measurement was the uge
of a time of arrival (TOA) approach, This method would be especially applicable
to the RCV TDMA mode in which ranging could be derived from differential tim-
ing between the burst initiate times (controlled from the GCS) and corresponding
GCS burst receptions. However, the TOA technique could not be easily imple-
mented when the RCVs are operating in a continuous video/telemetry transmission
mode, This is because it would be necessary to add additional RCV modem
cirouitry to incorporate return link overhead in the form of timing information
from which the GCS oould derive relative TOA values,

In conclusion, the selection of GCS PN generator differential timing
measurements (with GCS PN generator burst correction during a TDMA mnde)
in leu of individual burst TOA measurements was adopted for the Hughes WCCM
ranging approach due to its resultant acouracy, relative ease in circuit imple-
mentation, and cost effeotiveness,
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Approach to Time Difference Measurement. The dual PN generator used in the
GCS and RCV allows for a cost effective, easily implementable concept for

derivation of round trip time differences.
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Section 2 — Selection of Network Cconfiguration and Waveform Parameters
Subsection — Modem Design Feature Selection and Trade-Offs

RANGING AND POSITION LOCATION ACCURACY EVALUATION

Accuracy of the selected WCCM modem range measurement technique will be better
than 2 to 3 feet. Since the modem's only contribution to position location accuracy
is range measurement accuracy, the modem's contribution to the position location
accuracy requirement of 100 feet is essentially insignificant,

2-42

The WCCM position location philosophy uses two ground stations for the
determination of precise range measurements. The range measurement accuracy
must be such that RCV position location can be determined within the 100-foot
design requirement.

For a typical deployment of a 20-degree angle between the lines of sight
from an RCV to the ground stations, a range error in one of the legs results in
an uncertainty of approximately 6:1 (1/sin 10°) for the maximum error com-
ponent which lies along the perpendicular bisector of the obtuse angle formed at
the intersection of the legs. Since independent measurements are made at the
two receive sites, an approximate 4:1 (6A/2) multiplying factor results. There-
fore, an RMS ranging error of approximately 25 feet represents the tolerance
required to maintain the specified 100-foot position location accuracy.

The 25-foot ranging accuracy tolerance will be only part of the total error
contribution to position location accuracy. Obviously, the degree of accuracy
associated with the true positions of the ground stations will impact the re-
quired bilateration calculations for position location. RCV altitude sensor accu-
racy and propagation phenomena will also enter into position location accuracy
determination.

As far as the modems are coacerned, they can contribute only to the
range measurement accuracy components of the position location accuracy.

The facing graph illustrates the relationship between the carrier-to-

noise density (C/Ng) at the RCV IF amplifier output and the RMS timing error.
The graph was derived by taking into consideration the selected gated carrier
approach which uses the 1/2400-second integration time, with applicable null
zone decisioning circuitry. The important point to note from this graph is that
a maximum ranging exror of approximately 2.3 feet is all that would be expected
from the RCV modem. Similar exrrors will occur at the MGCS and GSS. How-
ever, the total amount of error represents a small portion of the total allowable
error in order to maintain the desired 100-foot position location accuracy.

The RCV and ground station modems have been designed so that during
an RCV TDMA burst transmission mode, interburst PN code tracking error pre-
dictions are gonerated to assure a minimum error correction requirement
during subsequent RCV burst transmissions. Interburst exrror prediction cor-
rections are not envisioned as being required for position location purposes,

The reason is that even at maximum RCV velocity (Mach 1), the maximum inter-
burst error accumulation would not exceed approximately 17 feet. Accumulated
position location error, due to RCV dynamics during interburst time intervals
can easily bo reduced - if desired - for improved position location accuracy,
Accurate time of arrival (TOA) of RCV bursts, along with heading and velocity
data extracted from previous RCV bursts, are known and thereby allow for
extrapolated interburst position location.
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Section 2 — Selection of Network Configuration and Waveform Parameters
Subsection — Modem Design Feature Selection and Trade-Offs

SELECTING THE APPROACH TO TDMA RETURN LINK GUARD TIME
MANAGEMENT

By remotely assigning RCV transmit times, guard time can readily be reduced to
an average of 300 microseconds. A unique approach to changing transmit timing
while using continuous pseudc noise generator operation is recommended,

Because of the large range dispersion of the RCVs in the TDMA mode,
it has heen assumed that the time of arrival of all TDMA signals at the Ground
Control Station (GCS) will be controlled to avoid overlap. By using this assump-
tion, much of the GCS demoduiator and data decoding circuitry can be time-
shared. To allow for uncontrolled variation in signal time of arrival, guard
time is allocated.

Two philosophies of guard time allocation were considered early in this
study. First, TDMA transmit timing assigaments (and thereby guard iimes)
could be set prior to RCV launch. This arrangement would require very large
guard times to allow for ranges up to 250 miles and, in turn, would force a very
slow reporiing cycle and very inefficient use of time. Second, the transmit
timing allocation could be performed via the command link. By use of this ap-
proach the guard times can be much shorter since they have to cover only the
uncertainty in signal arrival times. The major factors affecting guard time
selecivion under this second approach are listed on the facing page. Because of
its more efficient use of time, this second approach has been chosen for the
WCCM baseline, .

The average guard time selected for use with the TOMA mode was 300
psec, equivalent to approximately 50 nautical miles. The WCCM wide-range
search mode encompasses a range of £16 milea, Therefore, any two GCS timing
and control modules (TCMs) associated with adjacent veceived TDMA burats op-
erating in wide-range search modes will include an effective guard time equiva-
fent to 18 nml (between the respective maximum search excursions), In this
manner, the 3MQ-psec average guard time allows the GCS TCMs te aperate in
any of the limited search wodes without fear of generating mutwal interference.
The use of a 300-psec guard time also dllows for a low update requirement for
reassigning RCV burst initiate times. For an ROV traveling at Mach 1, the 250-
ami range can he traversed in approxinately 20 minutes. On the assumption that
only one RCV is traveling at this velocity, a maximum of 14 updates will be re-
quired to provent the interference (15 miles traversed betweon each wdate).
Similarly, two RCVs traveling in opposite directions would roguire a maximum
of 28 updates durigg the 20-minute excursion. In actuality, thiz ypdate rate could
be higher (for example, two updates por minute) to ensure more than adeguate
guand space.

There are basically two methods which were considered for the main-
tenance of guard times between RCV bursts for the provestion of mutual inter-
ference. These include (1) control of RCV frame offselting (and thus PN timinag)
from the MGCS and {2) the control of RCV burst initiate times within a frame
interval from the Master Grouid Control Sation {MGCS).

The control of RCV frame offsolting from the MGCS requires that each
RCV modem be capable of receiving uplink timing commands from the MGCS
for control of transmit PN generator timing to an accuracy of a chip interval,
The 1-chip interval value is based on the fact that the GCS modem's PN code
tracking loops will not trackout PN timing offsets more than a 1-chip interval
without an associated PN search being conducted. This type of resoiution {1-chip
interval or 16.7 nsec) requires complex timing circuitry within the MGCS for
the control of up to 25 RCV transmit PX generator offsets to within the required
chip interval, In addition, timing coordination between the Gound Slave Statioa
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(GSS) and MGCS (which is required for range measurements) requires a high
degree of precision timing cisculiry both in the GSS and MGCS.

The contrel of RCV burst infiiate times within & frame interval from a
MGCS is a method which allows RCV PN generators to continuously operate
without PN offsetting requirasments. Also the controlled RCV burst initiate times
can be controlled to within a bit interval (8.3 usee) instead of the chip interval
(16. 7 nsec) requirement of the RCV trapsmit PN generator offsetting method.
Since RCV transmit PN gencrators gre not offset, coordination requirements
between the MGCS and G834 are simplified. In addition, the resolution required
for accurate ranging is desrzasad by a factor of at least 500 (500 chips per bit
under a full deployment mode).

As mentioned in previous topics, the burst rate from each RCV during a
TDMA mode is twice per 1/30-second frame interval, or oace per half-frame
interval. By allowing each RCV te Initiate its respective burst on any of 1000
pocitions during a half-frame interval, quite sufficient resolution will be present.
In addition, the timing associated with this scheme already exists in both the
RCV and ground station modems, Therefore, minimum additional circuitry would
be required for the ming funetion,

The theorctical ranging accuraecy obtained from the two return lok
puard time approsches already discussed are compatible, The reason is because
both systems would use time difference measurewmanls assodiatad with the basie
chip Luterval for the destred ranging,

In conclusion, because of 2 relative timing and rasging problams
associated with controlied offsetting of ROV transmit PR gererator liming, the
control of RCV hurst initiate times {o2ch RCV transmit PN generator continu-
ously operating withuut interruption for incremental offsctis) o an obvious se-
iection for the TDMA retury link guard time managument,

FACTORS AFFECTING THE GUARD TINE REJECTHK

¢ Trassmitier Turn-on and Turn-off Times

- Respoase Umes of a few mivresseosds veguire electronie
switehing with high on-oil ratics.

e Multiple TDMA Receive Siles asd RCUY Geometry

-~ Guard times mvst allow for nonoverispping signals at all
desired receive sites.

e ROLY Dyvamies and Traasmit Timiay Correction Rate

- Fast movisg RUVS require more rapld correction or larger
guatd time allocation.
¢ Commarnd Link Dutage Time and Clock Drift Rates

- Mainienance of the return TDMA link durlng sustained forward
{ink outage regules larger guard time allocation,

o Resoqulsition Search Range at GCS

- If the GCS TDMA dgemodulator circuil is to be time-shared,
guard times must be sufficieal to preveat overlap in the
rescguisition mode.
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Section 2 ~ Selection of Network Cenfiguration and Waveform Paramsters
Subsgection — Modem Design Features Selection and Trade-Offs

DETERMINING THE OPTIMUM APPROACH TO ANALOG/DIGITAY QUANTIZATION

The combination of gain control and analog-to~digital conversion eliminates the
speclal effectiveness of short-pulse jamming. The use of medium speed gain con-
trol (attack and decay rates of a fraction of a dB per chip), so that a major change
in signal or interference level is compensated over a number of chips, gives opti-
mized performance against all types of interference.

" The advantages of using digital, baseband signal processing is apparent
in the improved performance achievable over a broad range of conditions as com-
pared with tranditional analog processing. The penalty that is paid with the digital
approach is to sccept a slight loss incurred b the analog-to-digital (A/D) conver-
sion. However, with the slight predictable lo.., reliable performance is achieved
under unfavorable conditions. The heart of digital signal processing is the conver-
sion of the signal into digital form and the control of the A/D loss threugh auto-
matic gain control {(AGC).

In order to clarify subsequent npomenclature, Figure A is included show-
ing the transfer diagram of the two-bit A/D converter. The A/D eircuitry in-
cludes an input signal sampler operating at the chip rate B0 Mchips/second).

The two-hit A/D converter furnishes four discrete outputs and provides the
ability to contro] the threshold, which corresponds to the input level value where
the outer output levels are enzaged. The quantization levels are indicated as
V', and £3V for the purpose of iHlustration. If the =3V outputs come into effect
cloge to zevo input volts, or if they coms into effect al very high positive and
negative input veltages, then the resstizant oulput is equivalent to single-bit N/
2 fact which makes it important to cantial the thivsheld level. In practice, the
thresholds ape set at 2 convenien? level and then the proportion of the time the
input signal falls into each of the four categarices s monitored to control the
gaie of 3 preceding amplifiey. Thus, the desired proportion among the output
levels is maintained to minimize the AZD losses.

The selliag of the threshold has a broad minimum 8 the region of nega -
tive 8/N. The A/D loss, as defined in Figure A, will be minimized by control-
ling the IF rms joput voitage so that the ratio of threshold voltage to video volt~
age is in the vange of 0.5 to 1.5,

Pigure B shows the conversion Joss for two-hit A/D conversion fer 2
threshold of 0.85. Although the two-hit A/D eyrve shows a loss above an input
S7N of 3dB, the avlput 87X is positive and increasing. Fot large nogative S7X,
the loss approaches asypmplotically a value slightly less than 0.6 dR. The thres-
hold of 0. 83 corresponds for 2 CPSM to the probability baing equal to 3/% that
both the 1 and Q channel output samples fall botween the positive and negative
thresholds. This threshol! value provides optimum tracking.

In conjunction with a previous contract (the TOMAS* study), an extensive
investigation, including compuler simulation, into the effeets of AGC and limit-
ing on preamble acquisition and data petformance was conducted. R was deter-
mined that the combination of gain control and ASD couversion is very valuable
in elimminating the special effectiveness of short pulse jamming. The simulation,
further, produced the result that the employment of medium speed AGT afiack
: and deeay rates {a fraction of a dB per chin! vesulis in optitaized perforvance
3 agaiast all types of interforesice, Thus, a major change in input signal, noise,

ey

*Hughes Alrerft Tueiany, "Technics! Sisceptibility ta ECM of Time-Ordered
Multifuncii~z: Avionics Systo s (1OMAS) (L), Final Report, March 1971,
BOOM < -F, Confidential.
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3 or interference level will be co~apensated for over 4 several-chip period,
1 resulting in minimum signal distortion.

Use of two-bit A/D conversion is recommended for the WCCM forward
link, and three-bit conversion fur the return link, The two-hit conversion scheme
represents an attractive compromise for the forward link between the A/D loss
(less than 0. 6 dB) and the hardware impact on the RCV. Three-hit A/D is used
on the return link mainly for the sake of the video transmission. Each video bit,
when transmitting videc at a 20-Mbps rate, is processed only by two chips. Thus
only two quantized samples of each bit are available in the detection process for
i bit decisioning, When using two-hit A/D, the probability that these sampies are
: of equal magnitude but the opposite sign is large enough at low S/N to affect the
video perfor:nance. Use of three~-bit A/D reduces this probability at a cost which
has a negligible impact on the total complexity of the GCS.,
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Figure A. Definition of A/D Conversion and A/D Loss.
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Section 3 — Waveform and Modem Design Characteristics
Subsection — Overview of WCCM Design

KEY FEATURES OF THE WAVEFORM AND MODEM DESIGN

A high performance RCV Modem design which emphasizes modem reliability and
simplicity has been achieved through digital signal processing of an addressed,
time~-division multiplexed, continuous transmission forward link waveform, Em-
ployment of a six channel hybrid FDMA/TDMA return link waveform design stresses
maximum electronic countermeasure protection of critical telemetry transmissions
and facilitates modular configuration of the GCS Modem for cost-effective imple-
mentation of ground control stations which can be configured for a wide range of
operational objectives and RCV deployment levels,

The recommended waveform and modem designs delineated in this and
the following sections of this report have been developed through objective con-
sideration of the specified performance requirements, technical guidelines, and
system performance objectives described in Section 1. Within the framework of
these requirements, guidelines and objectives, the tradeoff and design selection
analysis summarized in Section 2 have resulted in adoption of forward and return
link waveform designs which facilitate simplicity of RCV Modem design and a
GCS Modem design which may be modularly configured for a range of operational
needs. '

The facing figure depicts the recommended waveform time-frequency
plan for the forward and return links. The forward link waveform design utilizes
a 60 MHz channel bandwidth continuous TDM transmission approach to commu-
nicating command data from the GCS fo the deployed RCVs. The 3 dB bandwidth
is approximately 36 MHz with binary continuous phase shift modulation utilized
at a 60 Mpps PN code keying rate. All forward link transmissions exhibit at
least 30 dB of spectrum spreading processing gain, an? if fewer than 25 RCVs
are to be accommodated, the processing gain may be increased in convenient
steps, The hybrid FDMA/TDMA return link waveform design utilizes six
60 MHz frequency division channels. Five of these channels provide for contin-
uous transmission of time-division multiplexed video and telemetry from each
of five RCVs operating in a video mode. The sixth channel provides for TDMA
burst communication of telemetry data with a minimum of 27 dB of processing
gain from up to 26 RCVs to the GCS. A modular design approach to the return
link receive section of the GCS permits its configuration to be flexibly adapted
to a wide variety of operational needs for operation on any number of channels
from one to six. Similarly, it can be modularly adapted to sccommodate any
number of RCVs up to thirty; where up to 26 RCVs in the telemetry mode share
the single TDMA channel and 5 additional RCVs each utilize a unique channel
for multiplexed video and telemetry.

To maximize hardware commonality, each of these channels uses a 60
Mpps PN code chip rate and each video data stream is independently variable,
by prior arrangement, from a 20 Mbps data rate down to 2 Mbps. By assigning
the video portion of the signal to telemetry (CT mode), about 44 dB of speotrum
spreading processing gain i{s available from a single RCV. A sixth channel may
be used for a burst TDMA mode whereby each RCV may transmit once during
each half frane (to be defined subsequently). There is sufficient guard time to
enable simultaneous non-overlapping reception at two ground receivers and this
can be accomplished without excessive forward link traffic required to control
the transmit time of RCVs spread out over a 250 nautical mile range. If fewer
than 26 RCVs are utilized during a mission, then all burst transmissions may
be lengthened, by prior arrangement, in convenient steps to increase the spread
spectrum proocessing gain. In & minimum configuration only a forward and one
return channel are required for WCCM operation.
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In order to accommodate Ground Control Station remote selection and
control of the return link channel and transmission mode employed by each RCV
during given mission phases, the RCV modem includes provision for reception,
decoding, and execution of link commands received from the GCS on the forward
link, By this means, the forward link waveform design accommodates a number
of remotely assignable RCV return link functions. These include remote selec-
tion of a) one of six transmit channel frequencies, b) one of four modes (TDMA
telemetry, Video and Telemetry, Continuous Telemetry, and Off), ¢) RCV trans-
mit timing within the return link frame to within one telemetry data bit interval
for ground receive guard time control, d) RCV antenna pointing to nearest 110
increment, and e) receive-transmit timing lock for each RCV. These five classes
of link commands are employed to actively change the RCV modes of operation,
only when such mode changes are operationally desirable.

GCS . ~ RCV
> { RCV COMMANDS =60 MHz } RX

GUARD BAND 2500 MHz

29266-59

B NTTT QL ot T

VIDEO AND TELEMETRY MODE =60 MHz

} VIDEO AND TELEMETRY MODE =60 MHz
i
3

] VIDEO AND TELEMETRY MODE =60 MHz

VIDEO AND TELEMETRY MODE =60 MHz ROV TX
X

> REASSIGNABLE

VIDEO AND TELEMETRY MODE - 60 MHz ALY

FREQUENCY

. , GUARD BAND 60 MHz

TELEMETRY [ TELEMETRY £ <60 MHz
(TDMA MODE) /] (ToMA MODE) [

TIME
T———-—-.'

Fully Compliant Time-Frequency Plan. A modular design approach accommodates up to 30 RCVs,
where up to 25 RCVs in the telemetry mode share the single TDMA channel and 5 additional RCVs
each utilize a unique channel for multiplexed video and telemetry.
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Section 3 — Waveform and Modem Design Characteristics
Subsection — Overview of the WCCM Design

3-2

SYSTEM CONFIGURATION FOR RCV COMMAND, CONTROL, AND POSITION LOCATION

The waveform and modem designs developed in the conduct of this study provide

for optional inclusion of RCV position location capability in the command and con-
trol system by providing a second ground station. The second station (termed the
Ground Slave Station) incorporates a demodulator section of the RCV modem to
receive range measurement timing coordination information by reception of forward
link signals transmitted by the Master Ground Control Station,

When the forward link transmit and return link receive PN code timing
difference measurement capabilities of the GCS Modem are to be employed for
RCV position location, two ground stations are required. The Master Ground
Control Station (MGCS) will house the full mission control personnel, remote
control consoles, and data processing equipment required for RCV command
and control. Additionally, a receive-only Ground Slave Station will be required
to process return link signals for RCV ranging measurements. As shown, the
master station can measure the round trip time differences between its con-
tinuous forward link PN code transmission and each of the unique RCV return link
PN code sequences which are synchronized to it by virtue of the RCV modem de-
sign utilization of locked receive and transmit PN code generators, In this man-
ner it can perform two-way ranging between the master station and each of the
25 RCVs,

At a remote Ground Slave Station (GSS) displaced at range Rg from the
master station, PN code timing differences can also be measured to determine
the range R1 + Rg from master-to~RCV-to slave for each of the RCV's. Trans-
mission of these measurements by external data link to the master station pro-
vides the master with sufficient data to calculate the position of each RCV, if
RCV altitude data is provided via telemetry on the return link.

Measurement of PN code timing differences at the GSS requires that it
receive code timing synchronization information from the MGCS. This can be
most simply achieved by including an RCV receive RF assembly and RCV Modem
demodulator assembly in the GSS. These are shown in the second figure as the
Command Receiver and Command Demodulator in the GSS, Thus, master timing
synchronization of the slave from the master is achieved by GSS reception of the
same continucus forward link transmission which is transmitted to the RCVs by
the MGCS. ’

Mini-computers included in each ground station can perform ranging
computations for each RCV from the PN coding timing differences supplied by
the modems through the computer input/output buffers. The results of the
ranging computations at the slave can then be transmitted from its mini-computer
over a low speed external data link to the master station mini-computer for RCV
position location computation,

As a result, in a two ground station system incorporating position loca~-
tion capabilities, additional WCCM modules are required at the GSS beyond the
normal duplicate of the multichannel Demodulator section of the GCS Modem,
These are the command receiver and demodulator modules shown, No increase
in MGCS WCCM equipment is required for inclusion of the two-station position
location capability. In both the master and the slave ground stations, the number
of GCS Modem modular Channel Demodulator and Message Decoder Assemblies
required will depend upon the number of FDM RF channels employed in the sys-
tem, The number of Timing and Control Modules employed in each station's GCS
modem will depend upon the maximum number of RCVs which the stations will
be required to accommodate, '
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Figure A. Two-station Concept for RCV Position Location.
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Figure B. WCCM System Maximum Capacity Configuration for Command, Control and Position
Location of 25 RCVs. The Ground Slave Station includes a forward link command receiver and
command demodulator identical to those in the RCV to accommodate inter-station timing transfer
for range measurement.




Section 3 — Waveform and Modem Design Characteristics
Subsection — Forward Link Waveform and Modem Designs

FORWARD LINK WAVEFORM CHARACTERISTICS

The forward link transmission from the Ground Control S*ation to the RCVs pro-
vides for a minimum of 30 dB of processing gain at a 60 Mpps pseudo noise code
keying rate and is simultaneously received by all RCVs. Thus all signal energy is
available to each RCV for signal tracking while employment of addressed time-
division multiplexed command messages on the link permits utilization of variable
command rates to the individual RCVs.

The selected WCCM design employs a continuous transmissgion forward
link from the GCS to the deployed RCVs. Thus, all twenty five RCVs are contin-
uously receiving the GCS forward link transmission. This approach contributes
to reduction in RCV receiver complexity and enhances the ECCM effectiveness
of the forward link since all forward link energy can be used sinmultaneously by
each RCV receiver. Improved forward link carrier and pseudo noise (PN) code
tracking at high jammer-to-signal ratios is facilitated by the continuous avail-
ability of the signal to the RCV receiver since the receiver tracking loop can
IR be operated at reduced bandwidth while maintaining lock on a continuous signal.
i In the event of RCV receiver loss of lock due to tempoxrary propagation path ob-
struction, reacquisition of the forward link signal by a simple serial search
technique is facilitated by the continuously transmitted signal. In this manner,

: complex parallel signal acquisition hardware is avoided, contributing to RCV
T electronic simplicity.

- . A gated carrier signal structure is employed whereby every sixth PN
k chip interval of the transmitted signal is not modulated by the data, but is trans-
3 mitted as a sample of carrier modulated only by the spread-spectrum PN code.

E: This enhances receiver tracking performance and slightly simplifies receiver
3 circuitry, by making the tracking independent of the data content or data rate.
L The 60 Mpps keying rate PN coded data signal is phase-shift modulated
at a 300 MHz IF, employing Binary Continuous Phase Shift Modulation (2 CPSM).
The 2 CPSM waveform possesses constant amplitude and lower sidelobes than
conventional phase-shift keying (PSK) modulation. This reduces RF design com~
b plexity by facilitating more efficient class C operation of the power amplifier
3 and relaxing performance requirements on transmitter bandpass filters. Impor-
tantly, the 2 CPSM waveform reduces signal interceptability because of its more
. "noiselike'' appearance, and thus hampers signal exploitability.

Decreased opposition exploitability of WCCM signals also is provided by
employment of the continuous transmission on the forward link, Knowledge of
command ratec tc unique RCVs is denied by this approach. Thus the jammer
3 cannot relate return link traffic from an RCV to forward link traffic, making
his determination of jamming effectiveness more difficult.

4 A compound highly non-linear PN code is employed on the forward link.
- . 3§ The forward link PN code generator in each RCV is i{dentical, and is generating
L. the same code during a given operational period, However, provision for readi-
S ly changing the code from day to day, or from one tactical operation to another,
is included in the design.

Command messages from the GCS are explicitly addressed to a given
RCV. Thus, each RCV detects and decodes each command message transmitted
on the forward link. Subsequent to address decuding, the addressed RCV's modem
outputs the command message to its associated avionics or flight control system.
Employment of addressed command messages on the forward link enhances the
efficiency and flexibility of tho RCV command and control system. It provides
flexible command message rates to each deployed RCV and permits an RCV's
command rate to be adjusted in accordance with operational and mission
phase needs.

3-4




R S Gty R Lol o s L e S s P e e AR AR GRS

HUGHES-FULLERTON
- Hughes Aircraft Company
Fullerton, California

The required 2000 bps information rate for each of 256 RCVs can be ac-
commodated by a combined 50 Kbps information rate on the forward link. A 60
Kbps data rate is employed on this link, providing 2400 bps per vehicie including
error detection coding redundancy. 30 dB of spectrum-spreading processing gain
is employed in the forward link, resulting in a 60 megachip per second direct
sequence spread spectrum signal transmission rate.

Forward link message transmission is based on a 1/30 sec frame inter-
val. This facilitates a very adequate command update interval of 30 commands
per second per RCV. At 2400 bps per RCV, this permits transmission of one
80-bit command to each RCV in each frame interval, as illustrated by the sum-
mary of the WCCM forward link message timing structures in the following
topic, .

The design includes provision for forward link commands designated for
RCV Modem terminal control functions on occasions where required. These com-
mands are employed to control 1) return link channel frequency selection, 2)
RCV antenna pointing, if required, 3) downlink burst transmission initiation
timing when in the TDMA telemetry mode, 4) selection of one of four return
link transmission modes and 5) relocking of the RCV Modem transmit PN gener-
ator timing to the receive PN generator timing.

KEY FORWARD LINK FEATURES

¢ Continuous transmission with TDM by Ground Control Station ana
continuous reception by all RCVs

- All forward link signal energy utilized by each RCV for sigral
tracking and reacquisition

- Reduced signal exploitation possibilities

o Increased commana flexibility and reduced vulnerability through
individual addressing of RCVs

¢ Single PN code for forward link to all RCVs

e Extremely low probability of false message acceptance.




Section 3 — Waveform and Modem Design Characteristics
Subsection — Forward Link Waveform and Modem Designs

FULL-CAPACITY FORWARD LINK MESSAGE TIMING STRUCTURE

The modular message timing structure employed for forward link RCV command
transmission provides for a maximum data rate of 2400 bits per second to each of
25 RCVs with 30 dB of processing gain,

In the full capacity mode for forward link command information transfer
at 2000 bps to each of 25 RCVs, the forward link transmission frame (1/30 sec)
is divided into 25 time division multiplexed message slots of 80 bits per message
(see the facing figure). Each message is individually addressed to increase com-
mand flexibility and reduce vulnerability. This feature simplifies net entry and
provides greater freedom in making adaptive changes in the forward link message
sequence to individual RCVs. Nominally, 30 messages per second can be sent to
each of the 256 RCVs. However, because of the addressing flexibility, more than
30 messages per second can be transmitted to one or more of the RCVs should
criticality of the mission (or mission phase) make this desirable. Of necessity,
fewer than 30 messages per second could then be sent to the remaining RCVs.
Any mix of message rates to the RCVs, not exceeding an instantaneous forward
link data rate of 60 Kbps, can be employed in this full capacity mode with 30 dB
of processing gain realized due to the PN code keying rate of 60 Mpps employed.
This results in a data rate of 2400 bps per RCV, including error control
redundancy.

A fraction of the 80 bits per message is allocated to overhead such as
user address (6 bits) and redundancy designed for error detection (10 bits). Thus,
up to 64 bits of command data may be transmitted to an RCV in a single forward
link message. This message, or block oriented data transfer method simplifies
error control decoding in the RCV modem and permits application of message
sighal-to-noise quality measurement in the RCV modem to achieve a very low
probability of false message acceptance by the modem (approximately 1 in 108
messages). Previous studies of tactical command and control systems for RCVs
have indicated that up to 50 RCVs may be assigned to a single squadron, Thus,
six bits of address have been assigned within the message structurs to accom-
modate up to 64 RCVs per Ground Control Station forward link, although the
system is required to accommodate a maximum of 26 RCVs simultaneously in
flight.

As shown in the figure, each data bit in the 60 Kbps command message
stream i{s subdivided into 1000 PN coded chip intervals to realize 30 dB of
spectrum-spreading processing gain at a 60 Mpps keying rate, Every sixth PN
coded chip i{s unmodulated by the command data to accommodate gated carrier
transmission, The inclusion of signal energy for carrier tracking in this man-
ner permits the use of coherent detection with its attendant advantages and allows
carrier and PN code tracking independent cf the data or data rate. Application of
the binary continuous phase shift modulation to the PN coded sequence at the 60
Mpps keying rate at a 300 MHz IT results in a constant amplitude pseudo-
quadriphase signal for forward link transmission,
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Example Reduced Data Rate Mode Message Timing Structures for the Forward Link. Up to
37 dB of spectrum spreading processing gain can be realized by modular reduction of

instantaneous data rate.
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Section 3 — Waveform and Modem Design Characteristics
Subsection — Forward Link Waveform and Modem Designs

FORWARD LINK MESSAGE TIMING STRUCTURES FOR REDUCED RCV DEPLOYMENT
LEVELS
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By modular reduction of instantaneocus data rate for deployments of less than 25
RCVs, up to 37 dB of processing gain 18 realized for command transmissions tc
5 or less RCVs.,

A number of reduced data rate modes of forward link operation are ac-
commodated by the waveform and modem designs. These facilitate employment
- 1 of increased processing gain by utilizing lower instantaneous command data
b 3 A rates to fewer RCVs at the 60 Mpps PN code keying rate. The facing table lists
-8 the processing gain and data rates which result from transmission of fewer com-
3 mand messages per frame.
T The facing figure illustrates the message timing structure for a sample
. reduced data rate mode. Each frame (1/30 sec) is divided into five message
L o slots each five times longer than the moninal mode previously discussed. There
SR are still 80 message bits sent to each RCV during the frame, thereby maintain-
= ing a 2400 bps data rate per RCV, but now there are 5000 PN code chips per bit
3 - rather than 1000 chips per bit resulting in 37 dB of processing gain. The other
] data rate modes which provide decreasing amounts of processing gain, as the
N number of message slots increase, permit the use of 6, 7, 8, 10, 12, 16, and
25 message slots per frame (1/30 sec), If fewer than 5 RCVs are employed, the
data rates are reduced no further on the forward link, but unused message slots
may be used to send an addressed message more than once to increase communi-
cation reliability, if it is needed.
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FORWARD LINK MESSAGE CAPACITY AND DATA RATE MODES

Instantaneous Messages Processing
| Data Rate (Kbps) Per Frame Gain (dB)
* 120 50 27.0

60 25 30.0
40 16 31.8
30 12 33.0
24 10 34.0
20 8 34.8
17 7 36.4
15 6 36.0
12 5 37.0
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Forward Link Message Timing Structure for the Full Capacity Mode. 30 dB of spectrum spreading
processing gain is realized at 2 60 Kbps instantancous data rate.
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Section 3 — Waveform and Modem Design Characteristics
Subsection ~ Forward Link Waveform and Modem Designs

KEY FEATURES OF THE GCS MODULATOR

: The modulator scction of the Ground Control Station modem transforms the
i sequence of forward link RCV command message to a continuous §0~Mpps keying
; rate, spread-spectrum, constant-amplitude signal at a 300-MHz IF,

Forward link command messages for transmission to the deployed RCV's
originate at a ground station data source, (See diagram opposite.) Each of these
messages iz addressed to a specific RCV by that data source, The modulator
section of the GCS modem sequentially time-division-multiplexes each of these
messages onto the continuous forward link data stream. Each message is
block-encoded with error detection parity by the modem, and the resultant
parity bits are appended to the information portion of the command message.
Spread-spectrum PN encoding of the message data at a 60-Mpps keying rate is
then followed by binary continuous phase shift modulations {2 CPSM) of the PN
coded message bit stream. The modulator output to the external GCS8 transmit
RF assembly is a constant amglitude 2 CPSM signal at 3 300-MHz IF,

A command message Multiplexer, a forward link Transmit PN Genarater,
and a 2 CPSM Modulator comprise the modulator section of the GCS modem
Provision is included for incorporation of an optional security device il the system
application of the medem dictates employment of full information security of the
forward link command messages.

The multiplexer unit continuously supplics message and data clocks to
the Ground Station data source, Slaved to these timing inputs, the Ground Sta-
tion data source furnishes assombled messages to the multiplexer for transmis-
sion. The asscmbled message contains the address of the RCV for which the
message iz intended and the command data, Thus the centrol of the update rates
for control messages to any RCV is determined by the GCS data source - not by
the modem. The multiplexer gonerates the ervor detection code redundaney,
appends it to the message, and ciocks the composite messuge through a security
deviee if ane ig being used,

The Transmit PN Generator produces a highly noalinear compound preudo-
noise (PN) pattern at the 60-Mpps keying rate employed for spectrum-spreading
of the command data. Data bit and frame timing control signals are automatic-
ally derived within this generator and distributed o the remaining functional
blocks within the medulator. All receive and transimit PN code generators
employed in the GCS and RCV modems are identical in design, By automatic
development of data bit and frame timing within the PN generators, forward-
and return-link receive-signal frame and data bit synchronization is automatic-
ally achieved upon receiver acquisition and tracking of the signal PN code tim-
ing synchronization.

A spread-speclrum encoder in the 2 CFSM Modulator mixes the incoming
data stream with a PN pattern clocked at the rale of 60 Mpps. The resulting 60M
chips/sec sequence is 2 CPSM modulated onto a 300-MH= carrier, which is
translated by the Transmit RF Assembly to the allocated RF transmissioa band.
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Section 3 - Waveforia and Modem Design Characteristics
Subsection — Fforward Link Waveform and Modem Designs

KEY FEATURES OF THE RCV DEMODULATOR

Receive signal processing and demodulation of the continuous forward link
command trznsmissions are performed by the Demodulator section of the RCV
Modem. Superior modem performance and high system reliability will result
from the maximum utilization of digital signal processing techniques and effective
employment of a measure of received signal-to-noise quality in the demodulator.

Simplicity in the design of the RCV Modem is essential to cost-effective
deployment and application of remotely controlled vehicles in future military
operations. Since spread-spectrum, anti-jamming signal demodulation is a
more complex process than modulation of such signals, this is particularly true
of the Demodulator section of the RCV Modem. Employment of a continuously
transmitted forward link signal for command transmission to the RCVs aids
simplication of the RCV Demodulator design. More importantly, however,
highly reliable and effective performance with relatively simple and low-cost
circuit implementation results from maximum utilization of digital signal pro-
cessing techniques in the Demodulator des:ign in both the RCV and GCS modems.
Analog-to-digital (A/D) conversion of the rezeived signal is performed at IF
in the 2 CPSM spread-spectrum demodulator circuit, and all subsequent RCV
Demodulator signal processing functions are perform:2d digitally. Many of
these digital signal processing techniques have been implemented and proven
in prior spread-spectrum modem development programs, and all may be
implemented with digital integrated circuits which are currently available.
They are particularly eifective at negative S/N ratios where reliable perform-
ance in a jamming environment is most important. Thus, no critical or high-
risk components are required to implemsnt the degign and circuit drift or
alignment problems are eliminated, Higher equipment reliability and reduced
production and support costs result from digital implementation. Most
significantly, subsequent to the A/D conversion, no implementation losses
occur which would result in degradation of signal processing performance or
reduction of effective spread-spectrum processing gain,

As illustrated in the facing figure, forward link RF received at the RCV
antenna is supplied through a diplexer to the Receive RF Assembly for down
conversion to the recommended 300 MHz IF. This IF output is converted to a
sampled, digital baseband signa. in the 2 C PSM Demodulator and supplied to a
Data Demodulator, a carrier Phase-Lock Loop, and a delay-iock PN Cede
Tracking circuit. All subsequent signal processing functions are performed
digitally., Within the Data Demodulator, a measure of received signal-to-
noise quality is obtained at the end of each data bit integration interval and
compared against a preset threshold value. This signal-to-noise quality
measure is employed in a number of automatic modem decision functions,
resulting in superior signal tracking and reacquisition performance. In com-
bination with a modest level of error detection decoding, a measure of message
S/N quality is employed to produce a very low probability of false command for
control message acceptance by the RCV Modem.,

The Data Demodulator processes the baseband signal to redevelop the
original multiplexed data bit pattern, The Data Demodulator output is routed
through a security device (provisions for incorporation of security equipment
are included for modem growth capability) and then to the Comamand Decoder.

The Command Decoder circuitry determines whether an incoming mes-
sage is valid or invalid, A valid message is considered to be one with
1) correoct address, 2) no parity error and 3) high data signal to noise quality.
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i If a valid message is detected the Command Decoder then determines if the

message is a link or RCV command, and routes that message to the appropriate

‘ destination. RCV commands are routed to the RCV avionics, while link com-
mands are routed to the RCV modem's Modulator Assembly.

In addition to allowing normal PN code time tracking, the PN Clock
Control circuit functions to initiate a PN search by slewing the Receive PN
Generator clock timing anytime several frames »f improper parity or message
quality vccur. The actual PN search is generated by the PN Clock Control
circuitry by slewing the Receive PN Generator clock timing in one of four modes.
The four search modes associated with the modem reacquisition technique are
designed for controlled slewing of the Receiver PN Generator to produce a
narrow, medium, wide and then full PN pattern search. The multimode
reacquisition technique allows for faster signal reacquisition because the search
range is matched to the uncertainty in receive timing.

During a normal locked PN tracking condition, receive and transmit PN
generator timing will be locked together. However, during any search mode
the PN clock control will unlock the receive and transmit PN generator timing
so that while the Receive PN Generator is being slewed, the Transmit PN
Generator timing remains fixed. In thiz manner, effective jamming cannot be
recognized by a jammer due to observed changes in RCV (ransmit timing
coincident with the effective jamming. Re-locking of transmit and receive PN
generator timing will be performed only after an appropriate up link command
from the ground control station,

29266-54
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RCV Demodulator. Highly reliable and effective forward link transmission signal processing is
achieved by making maximum utilization of proven digital signal processing techniques.
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Subsection — Return Link Waveform and Modem Design
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RETURN LINK WAVEFORM CHARACTERISTICS

Return link transmission of telemetry from up to 25 RCVs and simultaneous trans-
mission of prime mission equipment sensor data or video from up to 5 RCVs is
modularly accommodated by a six channel hybrid FDMA/TDMA return link config-
uration. Since telemetry data from those RCVs transmitting video is time division
multiplexed with their video data, up to 30 RCVs can be accommodated by the
return link,

- r e o e s+ S IS e o

A hybrid FDMA/TDMA return link waveform design has been selected for
the WCCM. RCV terminal transmit section complexity is reduced by this ap-
nroach, and the GCS terminal may be modularly configured to match a wide
variety of deployment and operational requirements as a result of this waveform
choice. Up to six 60 MHz bandwidth return link channels may be utilized for the
configuration required to meet the maximum down link data transmission re-
quirements, but fewer channels can be employed when operational requirements
permit.

Only one channel, a burst transmission TDMA channel, is required tc
accommodate maximum telemetry data rates for the maximum deployment of
25 RCVs. Processing gain of 27 dB is provided on this channel at the maximum
data rate and user capacity. Higher levels of processing gain are modularly
achieved on this TDMA channel at reduced capacity. A gated carrier signal is
employed on the return links, just as in the forward link, with every sixth PN
chip interval unmodulated by data to enhance GCS receive terminal signal t{rack-
ing performance. Binary continuous phase shift modulation at a PN code keying
rate of 60 Mpps and an IF of 300 MHz is employed on each of the 6 return link
channels, as in the forward link.

When required by operational and deployment needs, from one to five
continuous transmission channels may be utilized to accommodate 20 Mbps video
transmissions from one to five RCVs, respectively. For RCVs operating in the
video mode, their telemetry data is time-division multiplexed at the spread-
spectrum chip level with the video data as detailed below. Thus, this mode of
operation is termed the '"V&T Mode" (video and telemetry). By multiplexing the
telemetry at the chip level, buffer storage of digitized video in the RCV is not
required. This will reduce RCV avionics cost,

Since up to 25 RCVs transmitting telemetry data can be handled by the
TDMA channel, and both video and telemetry from 5 additioral vehicles is
accommodated by the five continuous transmission channels, a total of 30 RCVs
can be handled by the return link,

Where mission requirements dictate emplovment of additional processing
gain for maximum anti-jamming effectiveness for telemetry data from a single
RCV which is not transmitting video, one of the FDM channels may be employed
for continuous telemetry (the CT mode) from that one vehicle at 60 Mpps chip
rate, resulting in greater than 43 dB of spread spectrum processing gain.

Thus, three basic transmission modes (in addition to OFF) are accom~
modated by the RCV modulator and the GCS demodulators: 1) continuous video
and telemetry (V&T mode) from an RCV, 2) continuous telemetry only (CT mode)
at very high processing gain from an RCV, and 3) burst telemetry transmissions
from up to 26 RCVs in the Time Division Multiple-Access mode (TDMA mode)
at various levels of processing gain from 27 to 37 dB, depending upon the num=-
ber of RCVs assigned to the channel, The first following topic delineates
the message timing structures employod for the TDMA channel transmissions,
while the second following topic describes the message timing structures for
the 6 continuous transmissfon return link channels.
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In normal operation, the RCV modem's forward link receive and return
link transmit PN generators are locked in synchronism, The same PN code is
employed by all RCVs on the forward link, but each RCV generates and transmits
a unique PN code on the return link, This provides for implied addressing of
RCVs on the return link, and eliminates the need for inclusion of overhead for
RCV address bits in return link transmissions. Locked opeiation of the receive
and transmit PN generators in each RCV modem simplifies return link signal
tracking at the GCS modem on the TDMA channel, and accommodates ground
station signal tracking derivation of ranging information for RCV position loca--
tion. In the event of forward link signal tracking loss by an RCV (due to exces-
sively long signal fades or intensive jamming), the RCV modem automatically
disables the locking of its receive and transmit PN generators. In this manner,
down-link video and/or telemetry transmission can continue and be tracked by
the GCS modem while the RCV receive PN generator is being slewed for re-
acquisition of the forward link signal. When forward link reacquisition is achieved,
a status bit so designating is set in the RCV's return link status report to notify
the GCS. The GCS may then initiate a link command to relock the RCV's trans-
mit and receive PN generators.

KEY RETURN LINK FEATURES

e Remotely Assignable RCV:
~ Transmit frequencies (any one of 8) .
— Transmit modes (any one of 3)
= Transmit timing (to nearest data bit time)
— Antenna pointing (to nearest 11° increment)
— Receive — transmit timing lock

¢ Modification of the frequency, mode, timing, and antenna selec-
tion by commands

e Selectable 27 dB to 37 dB processing gain on TDMA telemetry
¢ Hybrid TDMA and FDMA link

e Equal length for all RCV burst transmissions for a single
deployiment

e Unique transmit PN code for each RCV,
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Section 3 ~ Waveform and Modem Design Characteristics
Subsection — Return Link Waveform and Modem Design

RETURN LINK TDMA CHANNEL MESSAGE TIMING STRUCTURES

A singl: 0 MHz~-channel provides for TDMA burst transmission of telemetry from
25 RCVs, at 27dB processing gain, with modularly increasing processing gain up
to 37 dB for deployments of fewer RCVs.

In the full-capacity Time Division Multiple Access (TDMA) mode each of
up to 25 bursts of 44 bit intervals may be transmitted within a 1/60-second half-
frame period as shown in Figure A. The first four bit intervals of each burst
contain no data but consist of PN encoded carrier. The purpose of that element
; of energy is to provide time for the GCS downlink receivers to re-acquire the
g carrier phase each time a burst arrives at the GCS. The data clock rate within
i each burst is 120 Kpps. A 60 Mpps keying rate 2 CPSM structure identical with
8 that of the forward link is used. Each data bit contains 500 PN coded chips for
s 27 dB of spectrum-spreading processing gain (as opposed to 30 dB for a 25
RCV forward link). As in all WCCM transmissions, every sixth chip is PN en-
coded carrier, containing no data modulation, for the express purpose of re-
ceiver carrier tracking in order to permit the use of coherent demodulation, The
¢ guard times are sufficient in this mode to allow relatively loose packing geometry
3 of around 50 nmi, Therefore, liitle control traffic is required by the GCS to com-
mand the RCV to change its burst transmit timing point within a half-frame, For
the 25-burst half-frame, the burst message length is 367 us and the average
guard time is 300 us. In each of the selectable reduced data rate modes,
the number of bursts per half-frame is fewer than 25, For each of these modes,
the bursts are longer, while the guard times remain about the same.

A number of reduced data rate modes, which provide increased spread-
spectrum processing gain for reduced RCV capacity in the TDMA channel, are
provided by the waveform and modem design as shown in the table below. The
TDMAs per hali-frame are defined as the maximum number of accesses with
a minimum average guard time per access of 300 us (50 miles).

RETURN LINK MODULAR ACCOMMODATIONS FOR REDUCED CAPACITY
AND INCREASED SPREAD-SPECTRUM PROCESSING GAIN

¢ Instantaneous TDMAs per Prooessing
. Data Rate (Kbps) Half-Frame Gain (dB)
] 120 26 27.0
60 16 30.0
40 11 31.8
4 30 9 33.0
24 7 34.0
20 6 34.8
k 15 5 36.0
; 12 4 37.0

Figure B {llustrates the message timing struoture for an example of
reduced data rate TDMA mode for a given deployment which results from length-
ening each burst message (b in this case) by a factor of 8 as compared with the
burst for the nominal TDMA mode of 26 bursts. There are still 40 bits of mes-
sage sent hy each RCV to the GCS, thereby maintaining a 2400 bps gross data
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rate; bul now there are 4000 chips per bit rather than 500. The guard time
average is 0.4 ms or about 65 nmi, while the burst message length is 2.9 ms.
The other data rate modes which provide decreasing amounts of processing
gain, as the number of message bursts increase, permit a maximum use of 4,

6, 7, 9, 11, 16, and 25 bursts per half-frame (1/60 second); thus the return and
¢ forward link share compatible modularity with respect to the number of RCVs
deployed in reduced data rate modes. The guard times for the aforementioned
modes are maintained at a minimum of 300 us or 50 nmi.
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Section 3 — Waveform and Modem Design Characteristics
Subsection — Return Link Waveform and Modem Designs

MESSAGE TIMING STRUCTURES FOR THE CCNTINUOUS TRANSMISSION RETURN
LINK CHANNELS

. Employment of a separate continuous transmission channel for each RCV operating
in a video data (or other prime mission equipment sensor data) transmission mode
simplifies the RCV modulator and transmitter while also eliminating the need for
buffer storage of digitized video in the RCV.

Integration of the high data rate prime mission equipment (PME) sensor

3 data transmissions into the TOMA burst transmission return link channel would

increase the cost of each RCV in several ways. A keying rate of 200 Mpps or

more would be required, which would increase the RCV modulator cost. Achieve~-
ment of sufficient energy per bit on this high data rate sensor data for reliable
transmission in a burst mode would have a severe impact on the performance
requirements and cost of the RCV transmitter power amplifier and power sup-
ply. Further, intermittent burst transmission of digitized sensor data, occur-
ring &t an average continucus data rate of up to 20 Mbps, would require provi-
sion of considerable buffer storage (in the order of 100, 000 bits) in the RCV

: avionics equipment which supplies this data to the modem, Further, many RCV

operational uses will not require the capability for high duta rate PME sensor

data. The overall system cost penalty for these increased performance capa-
bilities in each RCV would be high since as many as 50 RCVs may be assigned
to an RCV squadron ground control staijon,

Employment of a scparate continuous transmission return link channel
for interieaved video and telemetry transmission from an RCV eliminates these
nost impacts an the RCV. While en route whore only return link telemetry
transmission 18 required from the RCV, the TDMA burst transmission mode
dosoribed in the previous topic would be employed by that RCV on the single
‘TDMA channel shared by othor RCVs. Upon reaching the mission objective
arez where vidoo ot other PME sensor dita transmission is required from the
RCV, a link command message transmitted over the forward link from the
ground contxol station would be used to switch the return link channel frequoncy
and transmission mode for that RCV, The returo link mode accommodating con~
tinuous transmission of video and telewmetry from a single RCV {s termed the
VE&T (video and telometry) Mode.

: As shown in Figure A, the VET Mode waveform design imerleaving of the
vidoo data and telemetry data is performed at the speetrum-spreading PN codo
cloment (chip) lovel to aliminate the noed for video bufier storage.

A full 80 Miiz channel is used for semding the video data, 30 bits of
telonoiry being semt each half-frame (1/60 second) to give an effective 2400 bps
ielemeotey rate and over 4000 telometry chips being sent per telemeotry data in-
terval. This action resuils in 36 AR of processing gain for the telomotyy data.

At a video rate of 206 Abps, two chips ave sent for each video bit; then a
tolometry chip {a gent: two more video chips {1 video bit); and then one chip o*
gated carrier. This process is continued on a G-chip eycle, If a 10 Mbps video
signal were to be sont, 4 chips of video would correspond to 1 video bit, The
fnclusion of video rates of 5 and 2 Mbps in the moedem degigns corresponds to
sending & and 20 chips for each video bit, respectively,

Although not specificu. as performance reguirement, a return ligk mode of
continuous telemetry {(CT) is availablé as a divect consaqguence of the V4T mode,
Here a full 60-MUEz channel is employed, ara! the timing is identical with the V&T
mode, excepl that the enuryy that was used for video is now uged for telemetry
(see Figure B). Thus every sisth chip is for the gated carrier and over 20, 0600
chips are used for telesne.ry during each Wwlometlry dala interval, The half-frame
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is the same as in all return link modes (1/60 second), wherein 40 bits of telem~
etry including error control redundancy are sent from the RCV. Availability

of thic mode is particularly useful for achieving maximum processing gain

{(x44 dB) on the telemetry data from an RCV on a critical mission where the

ECM threat may be severe.
29266-64
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storage of video data is required and 36 dB of processing gain are provided on the telemetry data,

-Timing Structure for the Video and Telemetry (VAT) Return Link Mode. No RCV buffer
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Section 3 — Waveform and Modem Design Characteristics
Subsection — Return Link Waveform and Modem Designs

KEY FEATURES OF THE RCV MODULATOR

Simplicity of the modulator section of the RCV modem is its most notable character-
istic. Further, the modulator's design places no difficult performance requirements
on the RCV terminal's RF equipment and requires no RCV storage of prime mission
equipment sensor data. These advantages are direct results of the selection of the
hybrid FDMA/TDMA return link waveform, and they contribute significantly to re-
duced overall cost of the remotely controlled vehicles.

The modulator section of the RCV modem produces one of two basic types
of waveforms for return link transmission to the Ground Control Statior., In
vehicles not requiring prime mission equipment (PME) sensor data (such as digi-
tized video) transmission, or during the non-objective phase of missions requiring
such transmissions, the RCV modulator operates in the burst TDMA telemetry
transmission mode. In this mode, the RCV time shares the single TDMA chan-
nel with up to 24 other RCVs. During transmission of digitized video, or other
digital PME sensor data the RCV modulator operates in a continuous transmis-
sion mode on the one of five RF channels dedicated to that RCV during the phase
of its mission requiring such transmissions. In either mode, the transmitted
waveform is a 60 Mpps keying rate, constant amplitude, binary continuous phase
shift modulated (2 CPSM), 300 MHz IF waveform,

Reduced performance requirements (and thus lower cost) on the RCV
modulator are a direct result of the multichannel hybrid FDMA/TDMA waveform
design selected for the return link and also enhance the cost effectiveness of the
entire RCV. In fact, much of the RCY modulator circuitry is identical to that of
the GCS modulator. This contributes to reduced cost of the GCS modem, since
it can use circuit modules developed for use in a relatively large quantity of
RCVs,

In the Timing and Mode Control function of the RCV modulator, the RCV's
transmitted message format and transmission mode are controlled. A link Com-
mand Register containing link commands received by the RCV over the forward
link provides the basis for gcneration of the timing and mode control signals,
These commands, received from the Ground Control Station, determine which of
the return link modes of operation and RF channels are used by the RCV for
downlink transmission, Additionally in the TDMA burst transmission mode,
transmit timing control information received from the GCS for return link guard
time management, determine which of 1000 instantaneous data bit intervals within
the downlink half-frame will be used for initiation of the burst, This feature per-
mits very effective, yet simple, management of multiple RCV burst transmis-
sions to account for dynamic¢ variation of RCV-to-multiple ground station ranges.

The Multiplexing and Error Encoding function performs the functions
which precede spread spectrum modulation for return link transmission, In the
TDMA mode, RCV status/response data {s multiplexed with modem status data
and error contro!l redundancy is generated and inserted in the message. Sub-
sequently, gated carrier intervals are multiplexed with this data at the 60 Mpps
chip rate.

In the Video and Telemetry (V&T) mode, digitized PME sensor data is
interleaved with telemotry data at the spread-spectrum chip level, In this man-
ner, the incoming PME sensor data may be processed immediately upon input,
with no buffering required. Thus, no temporary storage of PME data is required
and cost of such storage in the RCV {s eliminated.

This Interleaved and multiplexed stream is mixed with the 60 Mpps spec-
trum spreading PN pattern from the Transmit PN Generator in the 8§ Encoder
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and 2 CPSM Modulator, Binary Continucus Phase Shift Modulation of this encoded
chip stream is performed prior to output from the RCV modem to the Transmit
RF Assembly. Both the Transmit PN Generator and the 2 CPSM Modulator are
identical to those employed in the GCS Modulator,

The RCV Modem's Transmit PN Generator is normally locked to its
Receive PN Generator. Although the RCV transmits only short intermittent
bursts in the TDMA mode on the return link, the RCV's transmit PN code con-
tinues to "run' between these bursts, since it is locked to the continuous for-
ward link PN code. This facilitates range measurements at the ground control
station by measurement of time differences between GCS transmitted and re-
ceived PN sequences.
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Modulator Section of the RCV Modem. This multiunode modulator develops 60 MPPS keying rate
continuous signals for Video and Telemetry mode or Continuous Telemetry mode transmissions, and
produces short burst signals at chat keying rate for transimission in the TOMA wode.
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Section 3 — Waveform and Modem Design Characteristics
Subsection — Return Link Waveform and Modem Designs

KEY FEATURES OF 'THE GCS DEMODULATOR

A wide range of ground station capabilities will be required in future RCV systems

to meet specific operational needs and deployment levels. The ground station

demodulator has heen modularly designed to be economically and very effectively
configured to satisfy the particular requirements of any of this range of system

operational needs.,

Architecture of the GCS Demodulator — The return link waveform design
described in the previous topics employs six RF channels for RCV-to-ground
station communication in a maximum capacity network. Five of these channels
accommodate continuous transmission of up to 20 Mpps digitized prime mission
equipment (PME) sensor data from each of five RCVs. A sixth burst transmis-
sion TDMA channel provides for multiple access communiocation of telemetry
data from up .0 25 additional RCVs. Thus, in its maximum capacity configura-
tion, the GCS demodulator processes signals from six independent return link
channels and from up to 30 RCVs.

Because of employment of up to six FDMA downlink channels, the six
channel Receive RF Assembly supplies six independent IF signals simultaneously
to the Demodulator. Thus, six identical chamnel Demodulator and Message De-
coder Assemblies (CDMDA's) are provided. Five of these assemblies service
the five channels dovoted to the w to five RCV downlink transmissions of multi-
plexed status/response data and 20 Mpps digitized PME sensor date, The sixth
CDMDA aservices the burst transmission TDMA roturn link channel,

Each CDMDA extracts the trunsmitted data, performs carrier tracking,
and derives PN cade advance/retard corrections, ‘The COMDA clso performs
error detection decoding and generates valid message and receive data quatity
indications, Although identical in design, there are functional difforences be-
tween the CDMBA® associated with the continuous channels and the COMDA
serving the TDMA channel,

Whan the CDMDA is assigned to perform demodulation of & return link
channel used for continuous transmission from a single RCY, the CDMDA ig in
continuous interface with one (and only one) Timing and Control Module (TCM.
The TCM provides necossary timing references for appropriate message derowd-
ulation, and a synchronized roplica of the PN pattern employed by the continu-
ously transmitting RCV for moessage PN encoding.

The CDMDA which operates a the TDMA mode {i.e. domodulates burst
transmissions for different RCVS received separated in tive), is intorconnseted
with 28 TCMs. Each of these TCMs is associated with 2 unique RCV, gencrating
the PN code of that RUV, The connection between the COMDA and cach of the
TCMs is coplinuous. However, determination of the time when a specific TCM
is to rake use of the CDMDA outputs and when that TCM is to inject timing and
PN code data into the CDMDA for meaningful demodulation is performed by eich
individual TCM.

As in the RCV Modoem, a compound PN Sequence Generator in each TCM
automatically derives receive data bit and message synchronization timing, when
PN code tracking is achieved. In addition to conlaining a PN gencerator, cach
TCM also contains PN scarch and slew control eirecuitry, required for acquisi-
tion and maintenance of synchronization hetween the ground and RCV generated
PN patterns. A TDMA Switch Control circuit incorporated into each TCM deter-
mines, under the control of the Ground Station Control, the time of initiation and
duiation a specific TCM is to have active interfzce with the TDMA CDMDA.
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Advantages of the Modular Design for the GCS Demodulator —~ The parti-
tioning of GCS demodulator functions between the CDMDA modules and the TCMs
has emphasized incorporation of all possible demodulation functions in the
CDMDASs, since only six of these modules are required in a full-capacity GCS
modem, Only those fow functions such as PN code generation and tracking which
are unique to each RCV are performsed by the compact, but more numerous,
TCMs. Inthis ma - “er, the repetition of circuit functions is minimized, result-
ing in lower cost « the GCS modem.

This modular design coneept for the GCS modem readily accommeadates
reduced cost configuration of the modem for employment in ground stations
servicing RCV deployments requiring less than the specified maximum ceturn
link communication capacity. For example, if no digitized video or other prime
missicn equipment sensor data transmiagion is required, only one Channel De-
modulator and Message Decoder Assembly is required to service single channel
TDMA telemetry transmissions from up to 26 RCVs, Additionally, the number
of Timing and Control Modwles provided in the GCS modem need only equal the
maximum humber of RCVs expected to be controlled from tha! ground station,
plus one additional TCM for each continuous channe! required to accummodate
PME sensor data recepiion.

Much of the cixcuit design utilized in the CDMDA and TCM modules is
identical with the cirsuit designs for the corresponding functions of the demod-
wlator in the RCY Modem. This commonality with the circuits of the relatively
large number of RCV Modomes which will be produced enables reduced produc-
tion cost for the GCS Modems which will be required in significantly smaller
quantities. Further, nearly all GCS demodulator signal processing is porformed
digitally. Thus, the improved reliability, enhanced signal processing, and re-
duced production snd support costs associated with digital implementation are
also realized in the GCS modem Jdosign.
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Demodulate: Section of the GCS Modem. This multichannel demodulator employs a mvodudas
desigh approach with optimusn allocation of functivns to the two module types.
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[ Section 4 — Functional Deseription of the WCCM Terminals
Subsection — Ground Control Station Terminal: Transmit Section

! OVERVIEW OF THE GCS MODULATCR

Employment of a continuous forward link transmission waveform permits simple,
straightforward implementition of the GCS modulator,

o3 The GCS modulator is quite straightforward in design because of the
Y employment of a continucus transmission forward link waveform, (Refer to the
= facing figure), The modulator encodes messages furnished by the Ground Station

Data Source to the modem for transmission, provides necessary message timing
to the Ground Statior Data Source, and PN encodes and 2 CPSM modulates the
'Y transmit data siream. The Transmit PN Generator, and the 2 CPSM Modulator

3 employed in the modulator are identical in design to those in the RCV modem.

i The Transmit RF Assembly, which is not part of the modem, frequency trans-
lates the 30¢ MHz IF output of tha modulator to the RF transmit band,
The Multiplexer unit provides message and data clocks to the Ground

L Station Data Source continiously. Slaved to these timing inputs, the Ground Sta-

3 tion Data Source furnishes assemhled messages to the Multiplexer for trans-

s,/ - misgion, The assembied message contaius the address of the RCV for which the

. mesasage is intended. Thus the control of the up~data rates for control messages

e to any RCV is determined by the Ground Station Data Source, not by the modem.,

The Multiplexer generates the error detection code redundancy, appends it to the

messag , 2nd clocks the composite message through a securiiy device if one

& is beirs isc., .

T The Spread Spectrum encoder, which is part of the 2 CPSM modulator,

. mixes the incoming data stream with a PN pattern clocked at the rate of 60

E ) Mpps. The resulting 60Mchips/sec sequence is 2 CPSM modulated onto & 300
T MHz carrier, which is translated by the Transmit RF Assembly to the allocated
f. - 3 RF transmission band,
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k. | Ground Control Modulator, The Transmit PN Generator, and the 2 CPSM Modulator employed in the
9 GCS Modulator are identical in design to those in the RCV modem.

N

S YA . N

k'
f o
9 4
4 -
k! 4
.
,' ;!
. kK
.~ i
R T by
e ‘
43 E
h s
. £
o By
f' '1.
B B
& 2
e "
R N
N 3
P )
K !
kL i
i 3
4
. i
N £ K.
R, $:
k 3
<
R i,
3 I
b b
E. K
iy * &
B k.
A
: s 9
E v 8
p . :'
p ‘3
§
. 3
R et S
. 3
3
13




j Section 4 — Functional Description of the WCCM Terminals
Suhsection ~ Ground Control Station Terminal: Transmit Section

; PSZUDC NOISE CODE AND BASIC TIMING GENERATOR

A three-element compound pseudo-noise (PN) generator is employed to produce a
highly nonlinear compound spectrum-spreading code. The lengths of the individual
sequences which produce the compound sequerce are chosen to match the link data
bit and frame timing intervals. As a result, data bit and frame timirg are auto-
matically acquired by the demodulators upon acquisition of PN code synchronization,

An identical PN generator desgign is employed in the modem designs for
1) the forward link PN code generators in the GCS modem modulator and the
RCV modem demodulator and 2) for the return link PN code generators in the
RCV modem modulator and the GCS modem demodulator. Each of these four PN
generators is comprised of three individual sequence generators. (See sche-
matic opposite.) The three-element compound generator provides modem data
bit and frame element timing clocks, as well as a spectrum~-spreading PN code
sequence. (Refer to the table opposite.)

Each of the three generators is a nonmaximal length generator, and
each generates a slightly nonlinear PN sequence. The individual sequence
lengths are chosen to provide convenient generation of timing pulses for control

: of modem functions, By development of transmission frame, message, and data

' oit «imi~: signals from the PN sequence generators, the receive modems auto-
matically develop these timing pulses upon acquisition of PN code synchroniza-
tion. This development sirplifies receiver synchronization circuitry,

One ger.erator develops a 501-chip sequence, while a second generator
develops a 4000-chip sequenze, The product of these two sequences is a pattern
slightly greater than 2 ratlion chins in length. At the 80 Mpps chip rote, this
arrangeme it results in a transmitted compound, highly nonlinear, PN sequence
which is nonrepeating within each 1/3C-sec frame interval. The third sequence
generator (+2Z) is employcd to introduce an additional randomizing component
into the compound soquence, External, manually entered preset of the initial
state (or feedback connections) o this generator provides for convenient change
of the generated compound sequence trom ohe mission (or operation) to anothar.

The retusn link PN gonerators are identical in structure and cirouitry
withh the forwerd link generators, lLowsver, for the return link, the preset of tue
+Z generator is different fcr each duployed RCV, permitting implied RCY
addressing through employment of a different PN code for each.

The 120 Kpns signal is applied to a + N eircuit to develop the desired
data cluek for modular pracessing gain adiustment with veduced RCV deploy-
ments. The chart lists the posstble ducd clock frequencies cocresponding to the
specirum-spreading proceaging gaint and the number of messages transmitted
b the GUS per uplink frame interval (1/30 second). Since 25 KCVs repres-at
the gpecificd maximum nuinber of vchic'ess pur deployment, the 120 Kpps <l:xk
(corrasponding to 50 messaﬁes per frame) will nornally not be used,

The 120 kpps sigral is d;vided by 2 to develop 3 60-Kpps clock which, in
turn, is divided by 25 to deveiop a 2, 4 Kpps clock, These clock frequencies.
aleng with the 60 Mpps and data clocks, are uged for general timing functions
throughout the modem.

The +501 and ~ 4000 shift register outputs are mixed with the « Z output to
generate a composite PN pattern. The Z vaiue might typ'ally be 64, which
would allow 64 independent PN codes to be generated, Sixty-four independent
PN codes wouid result in 64 degrees of fireednm by varying the start poiat of the
+Z circuit in any one of €4 positions,

Presently the Z value selection is envisioned as being implemented with
thumb wheel switchas nn the PN code and basic timing generator rodule, Both
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the GCS and RCV Modem Z values will be set to some common number prior to
RCV deployment. The external reset signal can be used for the manual resetting
of all timing functions in the PN code and basic timing generator, The reset func-
tion is performed by the frame clock during normal operation,

DATA CLOCK RATES DEVELOPED BY FORWARD LINK PN CODE GENERATORS

Spectrum-Spreading
Divisor N | Data Clock KPPS | Messages per Frame | Processing Gain -dB
1 120 50 27.0
; 2 60 25 30.0
, 3 40 16 31.8
i 4 30 12 33.0
! 5 24 10 34,0
! 6 20 8 34,8
’ 7 17 7 35,4
8 15 6 36.0

10 12 5 37.0
i
§ 292669
i ——y
| N — :ocmc‘o; KPPS
i ISNSt0 RESET
; tonees 120 KPPS 4
' N
: }—r - FRAME CLOCK

/‘[\ |
00 KPpS
AXTRANAL ALSET
[ \ 1 8 — 24 KPPS
? neseY ”‘:‘,'"'"‘W

AESEY

PN Code and Basic Timing Generator. This same design is employed for the transmit and receive
PN code generation in both the RCV and GCS Modems; the gencrator develops frame and data bic
timing, as well as the highly nonlinear spectrum-spreading PN code sequence.
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E Section 4 — Functional Descr.ption of the WCCM Terminals
: Subsection = Ground Control Station Terminal: Transmit Section

GCS TRANSMIT MULTIPLEXER

R N T RO T S R O

RCV commands generated by the Ground Control Station for control of up to

25 RCVs are multiplexed onto the serial continuous transmission forward link data
stream by the GCS transmit multiplexer., Each command message is block-
encoded for error detection parity and is clocked into the 2 CPSM modulator at the
60 Mpps spread-spectrum chip rate.

Forward link command messages to in-flight RCVs originate at the
Master Ground Control Station (MGCS) RCV controller consoles and/or are
automatically generated by the computer in the MGCS. Approximately 50 RCVs
are expected to be assigned to «n RCV squadron associated with a MGCS,
although a maximum of 25 in~liight vehirles are required to be simultaneously
accommodated by the WCCM, Thus, each command message includes 6 bits
for the RCV address, as well as up to 64 bits of command data, Each 70-bit
command supplied is bit-serially clocked into the modem by the data clock
(nominally at 60 kbps) generated in the modem, It is then block encoded for
error detection in the GCS transmit multiplexer function of the modem, As a
3 : result of this process, 10 parity bits are appended to the command, to develop
¢ : an 80-bit RCV command message for forward link transmission, Individual com-
mand messages are thus sequentially multiplexed into a 60 Kbps forward link
: continuous data stream, At the output of the multiplexer, this data stream is
. combined with a gating pattern at the 60 Mpps spread spectrum chip rate, such
4 that every sixth chip is not modulated by the data. This results in a "gated
: 3 carrier" signal for transmission.

: : The Error Detection Encoder receives assembled 70-bit command data

8 messages from the Ground Station data source in synchronism with the meseage

¥ timing and data clock supplied to the Ground Station data source from the Multi-
plexer (see facing figure), The data bit timing, used internally in the multiplexer
and supplied to the Ground Station data source, is manually selected, and can ..

TGRS

rnn e b 1 s A

. assume any of the values indicated in the previous topic, The message is clocked
4 through the error detect encoder which adds the error detection code redundancy
3 bits to the information resulting in ar over-all encoded message length of 80 bits,

This encoded sequence is encrypted (if the system employs a security device)
before being furnished to the 2 CPSM modulator.

The multiplexer receives the mission selected data clock from the trans-
mit PN Generator and the message timer divides this clock by 80 to obtain mes-
sage timing, The message timer operation is locked to the frame timing, which
is generated by the compound PN pattern generator, Since the RCV utilizes an
identical PN generator for message reception, the data bit and frame timing of
received messages are automaiically derived by the RCV modem demodulator,
once it has acquired PN code lock.

Before the encoded data is furnished to the 2 CPSM Modulator it is com-
bined with the 60 Mpps carrier gate timing sequence, This sequence, also
generated in synchronism with the frame timing, inhibits the data modulation
input to the 2 CPSM modulator during each sixth PN code chip interval multiple
following the frame timing pulse. The carrier gate sequence is generated by
dividing 60 Mpps clock by six.
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Functions of GCS Transmit Multiplexer, Time-division multiplexing and error detection encoding of
RCV command messages are the principal functions of the Ground Control Station transmit multi-
plexer.
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Section 4 ~ Functional Description of the WCCM Terminals
Subsection =~ Ground Control Station Terminal: Transmit Section

BINARY CONTINUOQOUS PHASE SHIFT MODULATOR

The 60 Mpps keying rate, pseudo-noise-encoded, spread-spectrum WCCM signal
is produced by the modulator circuit, This Binary Continuous Phase Shift Modu-
lated signal is a pseudo-quadriphase constant amplitude waveform,

The modulator circuit for Binary Continuous Phase Modulation (2 CPSM)
is shown in the facing figure. The waveform characteristics of 2 CPSM are
described in the following paragraphs, while a detailed description of 2 "PSM
is presented in Appendix A.

Forward link command messages which have been interleaved with gated
carrier intervals are digitally niixed with the 60 Mpps pseudo-noise spectrum
spreading code at the input of the 2 CPSM Modulator circuit, The resultant
sequence is then alternately gated into two delay flip-flops which are clocked at
a 30 Mpps rate. This gating procedure effectively stretches the incoming se-
quence by a factor of two. As a result, the PN coded "chips" of this sequence
are split into a pair of 30 Mpps keying rate sequences, The first of these se-
quences containg the odd-numbered chips of te PN coded message bits, while
the other contains the even-numbered chips. The odd-numbered chip sequence
is then mixed with the in-phase component of the 300 MHz I'F which has been
amplitude modulated with one phase of a cosine shaped 15 MHz waveform as
shown by the figure. Simultaneously, the even-numbered 30 Mpps chip sequence
is mixed with the quadrature component of the 300 MHz IF which hag been am-
plitude modulated by a 90° phase shifted cosine shapod 15 MHz waveform, The
result is a pair of cosine-shaped waveforms with 90° relative displacement of

_ their nulls, Since the delay flip-flops and 15 MHz waveforms are both clocked
1 fram a common 60 Mpps source, the delay flip-flops will change states coinci-
: dent with the nulls of the cosine shaped 15 MHz modulated waveforms.

The in-phase (I) channel 300 MHz {F has been biphase modulated (0° or
180°) by the odd numbered chip sequence, while the quadrature (Q) channel has
been biphase modulated (90° or 270°) by the even numbered chip sequence, In
a final summing oircuit, these two waveforms (I and Q) are combined to pro-
duce a "pseudo~-quadriphase’ constant amplitude 2 CPSM signal at a 300 MHz
IF which has a 3 db bandwidth of approximatoly 3¢ MHz at the 60 Mpps keying
rate. The linear phase shifting within each 16, 7 nsec chip interval and the
constant amplitude envelope of the composite waveform are produced in this
final summing process,

The divide by four circuit provides four 15 Mpps outputs derived from
the 60 Mpps clock, all sepas ted by 90°. Two of the four outputs are filtered
to generate cosine shaped 156 MHz signals. The 15 MHz signals are then mixed
with in-phase and quadraturc phase components of a locally generated 300 MHz
IF to create a pair of suppressed carrier double sideband waveforms. The
result is a 30 MHz IF which is amplitude modulated by the 16 MHz cosine

shaped signals. Due to the in-phase and quadrature phase mixing, the twn
¢ waveform nulls, which both occur at a 30 MHz rate, occur at 90° gpacing cela-
: tive to each other,
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Section 4 — Functional Description of the WCCM Terminals
Subsection — Ground Control Station Terminal: Transmit Section

$-8

GCS TRANSMIT RADIO FREQUENCY ASSEMBLY

Although the GCS Transmit RF Assembly is not a part of the modem, its design
characteristics are influenced by the selected modulation waveform design. The
RF assembly benefits from less stringent performance requirements in the
employment of Binary Continuous Phase Shift Modulation for WCCM,

The 300 MHz IF output of the 2 CPSM modulator is frequency translated
to the allocated RF transmit band by mixing the IF gignal with a carrier which is
generated by frequency multiplication of the ground station 60 MHz Master
Oscillator. The RF signal is power amplified and filtered before being applied
to the transmit antenna. Optional control of the forward link transmit antenna
pointing from the ground station control facility will be external to the modem
function. Refer to the facing figure,

Employment of the Binary Continuous Phase Shift Modulation (2 CPSM)
technique in the modem design relaxes the performance requirements on the
Transmit RF Assembly in two ways: (1) the constant amplitude 2 CPSM signal
facilitates very efficient Class C operation of the power amplifier (PA), and
(2) the reduced sidelobe amplitude of the 2 CPSM frequency spectrum simplifies
the design requirements for the bandpass filter (BPF). These are two examples
which illustrate the concern given during the waveform and conceptual modem
design study for modem design impact on overall system performance
and economy.
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GCS Transmission Assernbly, The ground control station radio frequency transmission design
characteristics are influenced by the sclected 2 CPSM spread spectrum modulation technique.

4-9

R




A Section 4 — Functional Description of the WCCM Terminals
% Subsection — Remotely Controlled Vehicle Terminal: Receive Section

OVERVIEW OF THE RCV DEMODULATOR

Nearly all forward link received signal processing in the RCV Demodulator is
performed by digital circuitry. This provides for enhanced reliability of the RCV
modem, reduced signal processing implementation losses, and lower modem
production cost,

RF Agsembly — The RF Assembly should contain a chip matched filter
srating at 300 MHz IF for optimum signal-to-noise at the input to the modem's
U ~modulator Assembly, Additionally, the IF Assembly should contain provision
-ur fast, tight automatic gain control (AGC) with soft limiting to enhance the
dynamic range performance and short-burst jamming protection offered by the
receiver, It is recommended that provision for one, or more, narruwband notch
filters to minimize in-band narrowband interference be inciuded in the design,

2 CPSM Demodulator — Development of pseudo-quadriphase components
of the binary continuous phase shift modulated signal is performed by conven-

: ._ tional quadrature mixing at IF in the 2 CPSM Demodulator. Two-bit (four level)
E ' analog-to-digital conversion at 60 Mpps of these two IF compouents has been
selectod for improved signal detection performance. The resultant digital
samples of the signals are coaverted to a pair of biphase signals by a digital
commutator. All subsoquent RCV Demodulator sigral processing is performed
by digital technigues,

Carrier Phagse Lock Loop — The B component of the commutator output
is supplied to a gated Carrier s8¢ Lock Loop carrier tracking circuit for
sampled oxtraction of a carrier tracking error gignai. This loop cireuit is
designed with narrow loop bandwidth during tracking to minimize jammer
¢ influence on signal tracking. Loop bandwidth is automatically broadened upoa
: loss of carrier lock to enhance reacquisition performance,

, PN Code Tracking - The PN Code Tracking ol -cuitry employs a delay-
lock tracking loop design ‘The error sigeal for this loop {a also derived from

( the B output of the 2 CPSM Demodulator during the ron-data modulated chip
intervals of the gated-carrior signal transmitied by the GUS modem. Employ-
ment of the gated-carrior design for signal tracking permits RCV maintensnce
of received signal tracking at signal to noise ratios below those required for
error-froe data demodulation, This minimizes the likelihood of roceive terminal
logs~of-lock during jamming or signal fading which may be of sufficient gsoverity
to cause errors in the received forward link comniand messages.

Data Demodulator < The Data Demodulator mixes the locally generated
receoive pscudo nofse (PN) pattern with the A output of the 2 CPSM Demodulator
commutator, and integrates the resuit over the full data bit iaterval to provide
the forward link spread spectrum processing gaia. The Data Demodulator
design includes a circuit for monitoring of data inlegration quality agaiast 2
preset threshold, This measure of data quality ie emiploved i the modem to
1) contro! the bandwidth of the Carricr Phase Locked Loop during tracking and
reacquisition, 2) reduce vulnerability of modem PN code tracking to januning,
3) aid in detection of PN code syhchronization loss, 4) ithprove the response
of PN code reacquisition, and 5) provide an increased measure of false message
acceptance protection without an excessive message error deteition coding
rodundancy, This diverse and extensive use of a data quality measure in the
receive section of the modem greatly enhances its performance in a tactical
ECM eavironment, It provides improved communicetion reliability, sigaal
tracking and resoquisition, and enhanced ECM piotection,
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Command Decoder — The Command Decoder provides for 1) recejved
message assembly and storage, 2) error detection decoding, 3) forward link
message RCV address recoguition, 4) false message detection and discard using
accumulated data quality and/or detooted message bit errors, and 5) message
type decoding and routing to supply RCV commands to the RCV avionics and
WCCM link commands to the RCV modem and antenns controls, The error
detection decoding function of the Command Decoder also provides a message
error signal to the PN Clock Control function for ald in detection of loass of PN
code synchronization,

PN Clock Control — The PN Clock Control functions primarily to 1) main-
tain lock between receive and transmit PN generators while tracking the received
signal PN code, 2) control the slewing of these two PN generators using Advance/
Retard signals from the PN Code Tracking functina, 3) detect loss of forward link
received PN code synchronization, 4) dissble the locking of the Transmit PN
Gencrator to the Receive PN Generator upon loss of forward link code tracking,
5) performs fixed-rate successively-increased-range rapid serial PN code
sezrch during reacquisition, and 6) relocking of the Transmit PN Gonerator to
the Receive PN Genarator after reacquisition, upon comamand {rom the Ground
Control Station via & WCCM link command.
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RCV Demodulator Assembly. The extensive use of digital ciscuitry teduces signal processing mphmenw;;u

losses.
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Section 4 ~ Functional Description of the WCCM Terminals
Subsection — Remotely Controlled Vehicle Terminal: Receive Section

DESCRIPTION OF RECEIVE RF ASSEMBLY

Effectiveness against burst jamming is enhanced by combining fast, tight automatic
gain control and soft limiting, Chip match filtering is used for improving output
signal to noise ratio.

Received RF from the diplexer i8 routed through a bandpass filter and
translated fown to a 300 MHz IF in the Frequency Translator. (Refer to the
facing figure.) The 300 MHz IF output of the translator {s passed through a Chip
Matched Filter to the IF Amplifier., The Chip Match Filter is a passive filter
with a time response matched to the pulse shape of a single PN chip. The chip
match filter thus improves the signal to noise ratio before 1F amplification. The
output of the IF Amplifier is applied to the 2 CPSM demodulator circuitry, Pro-
visioas are included for the insertion of a notch filter or notch filzer bank for
the suppression of narrow-band interference, This may be a highly desirable
: growth capability for the system. A combination of fast automatic gain control
(AGC) of the IF amplifier and soRt limiting (which takes place in the 2-bit A/D
; circuitry which follows the Receoive RF Assembly) is used to effectively improve
‘ short burst jamming protection. In addition the fast and tight AGC minimizes
the signal dynamic range inpuz to the 2 CPSM demodulator,

A S A 3
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RCV Receive RF Assembly. A chip match filter whose time response matches the pulse shape of
a single PN chip ‘- :sed to maximize §/N ratio in the Receive RF Assembly.
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Section 4 — Functional Description of the WCCM Terminals
Subsection ~ Remotely Controlled Vehicle Terminal: Receive Section
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DESCRIPTION OF 2 CPSM DEMODULATOR

Digital biphase sampling components derived from the pseudo-quadriphase I¥
signal by the 2 CPSM Demodiilator allow for subsequent digital signal processing.
Digital ~ in lieu of analog — signal processing results in improved modem
performance.

The 2 CPSM Demodulator functions to translate the received pseudo-
quadriphase analog IF signal to a pair of digital biphase sampled signal com-
ponents which contain the n2cessary information for subsequent PN code tracking,
carrier tracking, and data demodulation. The analog-to-digital conversion pro-

- ceas allows subsequent signal processing to be performed digitally, a procedure
which results in 1) elimination of requirements for circuit alignment, 2} improved
modem reliability and maintainability, and 3) decreased production and system
support costs. :

As shown in the 2 CPSM Demodulator block diagram (Figure A, opposite),
the 300-MHz IF cutput from the Receive RF Assembly is mixed with in-phase
and quadrature phase 300- MHz signals developed by the carrier phase lock loop.
The mixer outputs are then filtered before being applied to the 2-bit A/D con-
verter. Figure B, Part A illustrates conceptually ithe type of signal appearing
at the low pass filter outputs. For convenience, only the I-channel waveform
is shown. The waveform is 4 chip intervals in duration ai:d can be either posi-
tive or negative (with a 50 percent probability), depending or the instantaneous
dats and PN coding used at the modulator. The shape of the filtered pulse is
the autocorrelation function of the transmittod half-cosine~-shaped pulse. The
pulse shape is purposely contributed by the chip match filter (which precedes
the 2 CPSM demodulator) to maximize the signal-to-noise ratio at the center of
the pulse. If chip match filtering were not used, the low pass filter output
waveform would be 2 chip intervals in duration (corresponding to the same time
duration o the transmitted waveform) and appear as illustrated in Figure B,
Part B.

Figure B, Part C, illustrates possible I-channel, low-pass filter outputs
during an 8-chip time intervel, It can be shown mathematically that if the peak
output is scaled to a level of 1, the crossover points Letween succeeding pulses
will occur at an amplitude level of 1/7, The dashed lines represent the possible
180-degree phase shifts of each pulse pattern,

Figure B, Part D, represents the I-channel, low pass . 'ter output dur-
ing an 8-chip time interval where it is assumed that the center pulse is posiciva.
K the center pulse is always positive, carrier phase as well as PN code tracking
information can be derived from the 8-chip time interval pattern, as explained
nei:is

Let it be assumed for the moment that phase tracking has been obtained.
If sampling is performed during the times indicated in Figure B, Part D,
sample S1 will yield a level which is algebraicially equal to the +1/r level from
the centered pulse and a +1/r level from the early pattern (depending on the
sign cf the early pulse). Similarly the S3 sample will yield a 1/r + 1/r sample
level. As mentioned earlier, the pulses have a 50 percent probability of being
plus or minus. As a result, over many sampling intervals, the B and B signals
will both yield & 1/r average sample level. Subtracting these two sample levels
will then yield a 0 composite average sample. It is this composite average
sample level which is used for the PN code tracking loop.

If the sampling times are skewed as shown in Figure B, Part E, the
composite average sample level from the S5 sample will be slightly more
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Figure A. Functions of 2 CPSM Demodulator. The 2 CPSM Demodulator develops biphase sampled signal
components which can be used concurrently for carrier tracking, PN code tracking, ans data demodulation.
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than 1/7, This is due to the fact that the average sample value from the early
pulse is zero, while the average sample value from the centered pulse (aasum-
ing it remains positive) is slightly more than 1/7, Similarly, the composite aver-
age sample level from the S6 sample will be slightly less than 1/r, Substracting
these two values then resuits in a net error signal for PN timing correction, If
the sampling times are skewed to the left, it can be seen that an average com-
posite error signal will be developed, which will be opposite in sign to the error
signal developed when sampling times are skewed to the right.

Up to this point, all discussion has been related to the low pass filter,
I-channel output. Sampling of the Q-channel output is performed in the same
manner. Figure B, Part F, illustrates the Q-channel signal with appropriate
timing for correct phase and timing alignment. Because of the quadrature
relationship between the I- and Q-channels the A, A, B, and B sample peaks
and mulls appear at twice the rate as for a single I-channel. The digital com-
mutator circuit functions to take the 2-bit digital samples of the A, A, B, and
B levels from the A/D converters and shuffle them so that the B and B signals
from both the I and Q channels are routed to the B output, while the A and A
samples are routed to the A output. The A output of the digital commutator is
used exclusively by the data demodulator circuit.

Sample *imes §1 through S4 (Figure B, Parts D and F) represent the
sampling which will occur during perfect carrier phase and PN timing. As
explained previously, the S1 and S3 samples are compared, and the results of
the comparison are used for developing time tracking signals. The 82 sample
is used for data demodulation, The S4 sample, as can be seen in Figure B,
Part F, will have a composite averagoe level of zero. It can be shown that a
deviation from phuse lock will result in u bias in the 84 sample. The sense of
the bias is such that it can be used for driving the phase lock loop back to its
phase lock condition. Part F also shows that if 54 is skewed (n either direction
because of a timing error, a zero phase error signal still results, Therefore,
the timing and phase error tracking loops operate independently. Because of the
commutator acticn, the roles of the I and Q channels will change on the poxt
chip interval.

An assumption has been made during this discusston that the centered
pulse has remained positive. This is achieved within the modem by activating
the carrier phase lock and PN code trackiog loops only during a gated carrier
interval, In both loaps, the gated carrier pattern is correlated, and the asso-
ciaied PN code is stripped {rom it; resulting in the required positive
centered pulse.

4-17

R




Section 4 — Functional Description of the WCCM Terminals
i Subsection — Remoetely Controlled Vehicle Terminal: Receive Section

DESCRIPTION OF CARRIER TRACKING LOOP

By allowing carrier tracking loop activation only during gated carrier intervals,
carrier tracking will remain independent of data modulation. This results in
‘ reduced modem design complexity and improved signal tracking at low S/N ratios.

Employment of gated carrier signal structure for WCCM enables
carrier tracking to be performed independently of the message data bit interval.
This facilitates optimization of the carrier tracking loop circuit design for the
dynamics of the communications link between the transmit and receive terminals,
Optimization of the tracking loop circuit design results in improved signal track-
ing at low signal to noise ratios where modem performance is most vulnerable,

The B output of the digital commutator within the 2 CPSM demodulator is
used to develop the carrier tracking error signal. An explanation of what the B
signal consists of and conceptually how it is processed to develop the carrier
tracking error signal is included in the 2 CPSM demodulator discussion. The
remainder of this topic discusses the implementation of the carrier phase lock
loop as depicted in the facing figure.

The non-delayed B signal is considered by the modem to be coincident
with an early version of the rececived signal. The B signal is delayed one chip
interval () resulting in a B signal coincident with the centered version of the
received signal. The output of the one chip delay circuit is mixed with the
PN pattern offectively stripping off the PN pattern from the B signal. The
mixer output is then gated through a variable bandwidth loop filter to the VCO,
By activating the carrier phase lock loop only during a gated carvier interval,
the loop filter output will have a time average level of zero under perfect phase
locked conditions, and a positive or pegative bias corresponding to the sense
of any relative phase errors. The loop filter bandwidth control functions to
fnorease the carrier phase lock loop bandwidth for faster reacquisition and to
narrow the losp bandwidth during normal tracking for improved signal to noise
performance.
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Carrier Phase Lock Loop. Employement of gated carrier operation allows for optimized carricr
tracking loop design for improved modem performance at low S/N.
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Section 4 — Functional Description of the WCCM Terminals
Subsection — Remotely Controlled Vehicle Terminal: Receive Secticn

PSEUDO NOISE CODE TRACKING

S e ot i e

R S et Tt bl

i Tracking of the received signal pseudo noise code sequence is periormed by a
digital delay lock loop which is optimized for the dynamics of the communications
link, Use of the gated carrier signal structure allows integration over a iarge
number of data intervalg, thereby providing more processing gain. The added
processing gain permits RCV maintenance of received signal tracking at signal-
to-noise ratios below those required for error-free data demodulation.

The Pseudo Noise (PN) Code Tracking function of the modem derives
control signals which cause the modem's Receive PN Code Generator to track
the spectrum-spreading PN code imbedded in the received signal, A digital
delay lock loop circuit is employed for the PN code tracking error signal
development, Error signal sampling for digital integration is performed only
during every sixth chip interval where the signal is unmodulated by the data.

. Thus, the code tracking loop design is independent of the data rate employed

, on the link. This independence simplifies loop design, particularly in a sys-
: tem such as this where a modular set of different data rates are employed for
' maximum achievable processing gain with a given RCV deployment level.

More importantly, the loop response is optimized for the link signal
dynamics. Hence, integration of sampled code tracking error signals is
carried out over relatively long (1/2400-second) intervals, rather than at the
shorter instantaneous link data bit intervals. As shown in the subsequent
discussion of the PN Clock Control function, the maximum code timing advance/
retard correction made in each 1/2400-sec integration interval is 1/8 of the
16, 7 ns code chip interval and corresponds to a maximum code timing correction
rate of approximately 5,000 nanoseconds/sec. Thus, an RCV velocity of up to
L 8, 000 ft/sec, maximum can be tracked. This velocity Is well above those which
will be realized. However, limiting the correction rate to this value will result
in effective discouragement of fntelligent jammer attempts to use a high slew
rate jamming signal to pull the demodulator out of code synchronism with the
received forward-link signal.

As a further advantage, employment of the long integration interval for
PN code tracking permits effective RCV modem code tracking at signal-to-
nofse ratios below those necessary for error-free data demodulsation, Thus,
cven during signal fading or jamming conditions which may be severe enough
to cause errors in received command messages, receive terminal loss of PN
code lock is less likely.

3 The B output of the digital commutator within the 2 CPSM demodulator
is used to develop the PN code tracking error signal. An explanation of what
the B signal consists of and, conceptually, of how it is processed to develop
the carrier tracking error signal is included in the preceding 2 CPSM Demodu-
lator discussion. The rest of this topic discusses the block diagram level
implementation (see figure opposite) in terms of the concepts already cited.

. The B signal from the 2 CPSM demodulator is delayed twice (1 chip
interval cach) to develop ecarly, centered, and late versions of the received
signals. The early and late received signals are summed and mixed with the
PN pattern before being applied to the up~-down counter. The mixer circuitry
cffectively strips off the PN pattern from the received B gignal. The up-down
counter is activated only during a gated carrier interval (every sixth ship)

and employs the illustrated gating waveform. The contents of the up-down
counter then represents a time integration of the difference between early and
late B patterns (with the PN pattern removed) which have occurred only during
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gated carrier intervals. This integration process results in a composite
average error signal which is used for the necessary PN timing cor rection.
The contents of the up-down counter are dumped at a 2400-pps rate, at which
time the threshold circuitry determines if the accumulated counter contents
represent a PN code tracking error signal for advancing or retarding the PN
timing, The resultant advance-retard signals are routed to the PN clock
control circuitry for the actual PN timing corrections, The 2400-pps timing
represents a PN code tracking update rate which is fast enough for maximum
Doppler tracking and slow enough to reduce vulnerability to both deception and
brute force jamming., The 2400-pps timing is slow enough so that correct
timing generation for effective spoofing would take a jammer a minimum of
approximately 2 hours to effectively conduct a PN timing search.

. i
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PN Code Tracking Function. The pseudo noise code tracking loop, long-term integration process results in
additional processing gain for improved signal tracking during low s/n conditions and provides additional
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z Section 4 — Functional Description of the NCCM Terminals
& Subsection — Remotely Controlled Vehicle Terminal; Receive Section

DESCRIPTION OF THE DIGITAL DATA DEMODULATOR

: ' Digital processing is used to extract RCV command data from the pseudo noise

- ' coded input. Data quality measurements, performed by the Data Demodulator in-
_ tegrator circuitry, are used in subsequent modem receive circuits to improve

E. communications reliability, signal tracking and reacquisition, and enhance ECM
: portection,

: The Data Demodulator provides the necessary digital processing to ex-
4 ! tract RCV and link command data from the sampled pseudo noise (PN) coded
output of the 2 CPSM Demodulator. The digital processing technique readily

, adapts to changes in forward link data rates. By digitally integrating the in-

5 dividual chip interval decisions over a full data bit interval, the spread spectrum
processing gain is realized. Both sign and amplitude components of each pro-

i cessed chip are determined. The integrated sign component is used for data bit

E . decisioning, The integrated amplitude component provides a measure of the Data
i Demodulator output signal to noise ratio quality. The data quality measurement

3 § is used in subsequent receive sections of the modem for improved code tracking
3 : and signal acquisition,

‘ The A output of the digital commutator within the 2 CPSM demodulator is
used by the Data Demodulator for data bit decisioning and for developing data
quelity indications, Refer to the facing figure., The A input to the Data Demodu~
lator circuit is delayed one chip interval (T) and then mixed with the centered

PN pattern, The T-~delay allows the A input which is coincident with the early
version of the received signal to correlate with the centered PN pattern in the
mixer circuit. The mixer cirouitry essentially strips off the PN pattern leaving
only the original data and gated carrier chips. The resultant signal is thon
applicd to an up~-down counter which integrates the data chip inputs over a data
interval before dumping the resultant cutput into the data decisioning eircuit,

The up-down countor (integrator) is deactivated during a gated carrier interval
(every Gth chip) so that only demodulated data effects the integrator contents.
The sign of the Integrator output {8 used for data deocisioning at the end of cach
bit interval, The magnitude of the Integrator output is used to determine if data
quality is acceptable for modem operation, The data quality indications are used
in the PN Clock Control circuitry for valid measage detormination and PN search
contro! functions.

ain
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Digital Data Demodulation Technique. This technique readily adapts to all modular changes in forward link
data rates; and by digitally integrating over a full data bit interval, achieves the desired forward link spread
spectruin processing gain.
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Section 4 - Functional Description of the WCCM Terminals
Subsection — Remotely Controlled Vehicle Terminal: Receive Section

PSEUDO NOISE CLOCK CONTROL FUNCTION

"The Pseudo Neise Clock Control circuitry functions to control pseudo noise gener-
ator timing to within a 1/8-chip interval. In addition, circuitry is included to
initiate a pseudo noise search upon recognition of several frames of invalid mes-
sages. During a PN search mode, the pseudo noise clock control circuttry responds
with fast deactivation of the search concurrent with high data signal to noise ratio
quality, which may represent proper phasing.

The pseudo noise (PN) clock control circuitry uses the advance/retard
signals developed in the PN code tracking loop to digitally control the receive
and transmit PN generator timing to withinol?B-chip interval., During acyuisition
or reacquisition phases, simple digital logic is used for slewing the receive PN
generator timing for developing various search patterns. Data signal-to-noise
(S/N) quality measurements and parity error indications are combined and used
as criteria for initiating and terminating a search mode. The PN clock control
circuitry controls locking and unlocking of the receive and transmit PN gen-
erators, This controlled PN generator locking feature negates effective jam-
ming recognition by intelligent jammers because of recognition of RCV trans-
mit PN generator slewing coincident with the effective jamming.

The 60 Mpps Master Clock output (see figure opposite) is applied to a
tapped delay line which provides eight 60 Mpps outputs, each separated by ap-
proximately 1/8 of a PN chip., The Phase Memory and Tap Selector circuitry
function to select one of the eight taps for use as the transmit and receive 60-
Mpps clocks, Each phase memory cirouit transmit and receive) functions to
convert the Slew Control output commands to 3-bit logic in order to control the
Tap Selector circujtry. The Slew Control Circuftry, under normal tracking con~
ditions, receives the advance and retard pulses from the PN Code Tracking Loop
to simultaneously advance or retard the transmit and receive cloock timing.

The Sync Deteotor Logic circuitry functions to detect a sync loss condi-
tion. A sync loss condition will exist any time poor mossage quality or parity
error (as dotermined by the error-dotection circuitry within the Command -~
Docoder) exists for scveral frames (six frames for example), Data bit quality .
indications from the Data Demodulator circuitry are used as an {aput to the
Message Quality Accumulator, The accurnulator functions to count the number
of poor quality bits in a message, I the number of poor quality bits in a message
excoed a fixed number (eight for cxample), a poor message quality indication s
routed to the Sync Detector Logic. Upon detection of & sync loas conditioa b, the
sync detector logic, a signal is generated to inftiate a PN search mode for
reacquisition. Simultancously, a reset signal is sent to the Transmittor Lock
circuliry to unloack the Transmit and Recolve Phase Memory Circults, The PN
Search Control logic gencrates five PN gearch modes (discussed in detail in the
following topie). The PN scarch modes continue until reacquisition is obtained.
Reacquisition s confirmed by the simultancous occurrence of good message
quality and proper parity. When reacquisition is obtained, the Transmit and
Receelve Phase Momories will remain unlocked until an uplink command is re-
cotved by the RCV, commanding relocking of the transmit and receive timing.
The purpose for this is to aesure that effective jamming is not recognized by a
jammer because of slewing of the RCV transmit timing coincldent with the
applicaticn or removal of effective jarming.

The Dsta Quaiity Accumulator circuitry functions to contrcl the Carrier
Phase Lock Loop bandwidth during both the normal tracking and search modes.
In addition, it {s used to temporarily disable the PN slew during a scarch mode
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any time the Dats Quality Acoumulator content is more than zero (0). The
accumulator consists of an up~down counter with a zero lowar level and some
fixed upper level (15 for example). A low data quality indication forces the
acoumulator to count down; a high data quality indication forces the accumulator
to count up, At any time when the Data Quality Acoumulator content i8 zero, the
PN gearch mode (if sotivated at that time) will be enabled. Whenaver the Data
Quality Accumulator coantent is anything othcr than zero, the PN search mode
(if activated at that time) will be disabled. In this manner, the reacquisition
oircuitry will react very quickly (one-bit interval) to high data quality inputs,
which may represent proper phasing. Alternately, the system will include a
built-in delay (up to 15 bit intervals) to nullify any random cases of poor quality
due to short~term fading or spurious random noige.

The Data Quality Acoumulator oircuitry controls the Carrier Phase Lock
Loop bandwidth 80 that an increased loop bandwidth results any time a low data
quality condition (Data Quality Acocumulator coatent equals zerg) exists, In this
manner, higher 8/Ns will exist during sormal tracking (because of a narrow loop
bandwidth), while a wider loop bandwidth will allow for faster rescquisition times
during low deta quality conditions. During the normal tracking mode, the PN
Code Tracking Loop maximum correctica rate will be approximately 5400 ft/e,
well above maximum RCV velocity capahility.

The manual search fnitiate signal, which is shown as an fnput to the PN
Search Control block, is used for initial acquisition purposes. The manual search
initiate mode {5 discussed in detai] in the following toplc.

2328429
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Comtolled Slewmgof Recciver PN Generator During Acqu.siluoa snd Re#quisitiou by Suuple Digital
Logic. Acquisition and reacquisition modes are initisted and terminated, with data quality, awessage
quality, and parity error critetia a3 a bauis.
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" Section 4 — Functional Description of the WCCM Terminals
Subsection -~ Remotely Controlled Vehicle Terminal:
Receive Section

RCV SIGNAL ACQUISITION AND REACQUISITION TECHNIQUE

. Limited search modes activated concurrently with synchronization loss recognition
! allows for reactivation time which matches synchronization uncertainty.

The RCV modem reacquisition technique consists of five modes for PN
pattern timing search control (see figure opposite). The first mode consists of
a fixed constant level output which is used during a normal tracking mode in
which slewing of the recelve PN pattern generator is not required. If a sync
loas is detected, the system goeg into a narrow-range gearch (mode 2) which
covers a search range of +1 mile. Assuming that a search time of 5 saconds
has elapaed since sync loss, the syatem will go into its third mode, Mode 3
: consiata of a medium-range search which gonerates PN glewing to effectively
cover a +4-mile search range. The medium-range search mode continues (as-
suming nonreaquisition) until 25 seconds have elapsad since aync losa. At this
time a wide range gearch {(made 4) is activated which effectively covers a +16~
mile gearch range, If reacquisition is not obtained within 106 seconda from ini-
tial syec loss, a full ¥N pattern search will be generated until reacquisition is
obtained. The full PN pattern search actuatly represents a critical condition in
this, that if the fifth mode is reached during normal RCV deployment, the prob-
ability of RCV survivability Is assumed to be in question bocausa of the long
period without coutrol inputs. For this reason, the full PN pattern search will
bo performed at a Mgher specd with slightly redueed processing gain for faster
reacquisition. During mode 5, effective processing gain oa the order of 27 dB
will exist as contristed with a minimum of 30 dB used for modes 1 through 4.
Effective mean time to0 acquire during mode § will be less than 20 seconds.

The total PN pattern search {(mode 5) i also used for initial acquisition
prior to RCV deploymient. In this mannher both the RCV and GCS can be quickly
syachronized and checked out (f desired) prior to mission deployment,
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Section 4 — Functional Description of the WCCM Terminals
Subsection — Remotely Conirolled Vehicle Terminal: Receive Section

DESCRIPTION OF COMMAND DECODER LOGIC

Cownbining mes:age quality measurements with parity errvor detection and addrese
recognition for valid message determination provides an increased measure of
false message accepfunce protection without excessive message detection coding
redundancy.

A very low probability of false command messages by the RCV modem is
accomplished by baging the criteria for valid message recognition on the gimul-
taneous occurrence of no detected parity errors, adequate S/N message quality,
and RCV address recognition, These three events result in a probability of
false message acceptance of less than 10-8,

It should be noted that most commands frorn the GCS will be directed to
the RCV avionics, A relatively smali amount of link commands will be generated
by the GCS since link commands are required only to change modem status,

As shown in the facing diagram, data from the Data Demodulator is
routed through the Security Device to the Message Storage and Error Detector
Decoder cirouits, The Security Device represents a growth capability for the
modem in that planning for security device incorporation is included. Message
timing applied to the Address Recognition circuitry is used to initiate a compar-
ison between the RCV address stored in the Address Recognition circuitry and
the address porticn of the message stored in the Message Storage circuitry. The
Error Detector Decoder is used to check for parity bit error. The Address
Recognition and Error Detector Decoder circuit outputs, along with a message
quality indication (from the Message Quality Accumulator within the PN clock
controi circuitry), are used to determine if a valid message has been received,
Assuming the simultaneous oceurrence of address recognition, correct message
parity and high message quality, a valid command signal will be generated, The
uplink raessage format includes one bit of information for differentiating between
RCV and link commands, This information is sent to the Valid Command
Message oircuitry which~-~agsuming a valid message has been detected--will
route the stored meassage to the RCV or modulator portion of the modem as
required. Parity error information is also sent to the PN clock control
oirouitry for use in the Sync Deteotor Logic cirouitry.
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Section 4 — Functional Description of the WCCM Terminals
Subsection — Remotely Controlled Vehicle Terminal: Transmit Section

OVERVIEW OF THE RCV MODULATOR

The modulator section of the RCV modem generates two forms of the 300-MHz IF,
constant-amplitude, 60-Mpps keying rate, return-link 2 CPSM signal, Periodic
short bursts of the signal containing RCV telemetry data are generated for trans-
mission on the multi~user TDMA channel; while a time-continuous signal, which
fully occupies a return link channel, is generated in the Video and Telemetry or in
the Continuous Telemetry mode.

The RCV modulator is comprised of four functiona! elements, (See figure
opposite,) Two elements, the PN Generator and 2 CPSM Demodulator, are
identical with the comparable functions in the GCS Modulator. The third, the
Multiplexer and Error Encoder function must accommodate periodic telemetry
message data only in the TDMA mode, interleaved continuous 20 Mbbs video
and low data rate telemetry data in the V&T mode, or continuous telemetry
data only in the CT Mode. The fourth element, the Timing and Mode Control
Unit, processes Link Commands to control the operation of the Modulator dur-
ing each of these three return link transmission modes.

Timing and Mode Control ~ For most effective and reliahle ECCM com-
munication of return link video, as well as for forward-link commands and
return~-link status-response data (telemetry), it is anticipated that a steerable
directional antenna will be employed in the RCV, Thus, provision for remote
antenna control from the GCS is included in the system concept and accommodated
by the modem design inclusion of link command capability.

In the Timing and Mode Control function of the Transmit Section of the
RCV modem, the RCVs transmitted message format and transmission mode are
controlled, A link Command Register containing WCCM link commands received
by the RCV over the forward link provides the basis for generation of the timing
and mode control signals, These commands, received from the Ground Control
Station, determine which of the return link modes of operation (described in the
previous subsection) and RF channels are used by the RCV for downlink trans-
mission, Additionally, in the TDMA burst transmission mode, transmit timing
control information received from the GCS for return-link guard time manage-
ment determines which of one thousand 16,7 ps intervals within the downlink
half-frame will be used for initiation of the burst, This feature permits very
effective — yot simple — management of multiple RCV burst transmissions to
account for dynamic variation of RCV-to-multiple ground station ranges.

' PN Generators — Two PN code generators are employed in the RCV
modem: one for transmit and one for receive. The two generators are identical
in design and are locked in synchronism during normal operation of the modem,
Both PN Code Generators are comprised of three non-maximal length sequence

S generators, each of which produces a slightly nonlinear sequence. The outputs

- i of the three sequence generators are combined to produce a 60-Mpps compound,

b & highly ronlinear PN sequence whiol is non-repeating within a WCCM transmis-

3 3 sion frame Interval. Thus, the sequence length is greater than 2 million bits.

3 The Individual sequence lengtho are chosen to provide convenient generation of

N timing pulses for control of modem functions. By development of transmisston

L frame, message, and data bit timing signals from the PN sequence generators,

recelve modsms automatioally develop these timing pulses upon acquisition of
PN code synchronization. This action simplifies modem receive signal synchro-
nization oirguitry.

' Multivlexer and Error Encoder — The Multiplexing and Error Encoding

function performs the necessary baseband functions which precede spread-

spectrum modulation for return-iink transmission, In the TDMA mode, RCV
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status/response data is multiplexed with modem status data, and error control
3 redundancy is generated and inserted into the message. Subsequently, gated
o carrier intervals are interleaved with this data at the 60-Mpps PN code chip rate,
4 2 CPSM Modulator — This interleaved stream is mixed with the 60-Mpps
spectrum-spreading PN pattern from the Transmit PN Generator in the SS En-
coder and 2 CPSM Modulator. Binary Continuous Phase Shift Modulation (2
CPSM) of this encoded chip stream is performed to generate a pseudoquadri~
nhase, constant-amplitude, 60 Mpps keying rate signal at a 30¢-MHz IF.
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The Modulation Assembly. The four funczional elements are the Transmit PN Generator, 2 CPSM
Modulator, Multiplexer/Etror Encoder, and the Timing/Mode Control.
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Section 4 — Functional Description of the WCCM Terminals
Subsection — Remotely Controlled Vehicles Terminal: Transmit Section

MULTIPLEXER AND ERROR ENCODER

Positive acknowledgment of modem status to the GCS increases effective processing
gain of the system,

The primary function of the Multiplexer and Error Encoder is to multi-
plex video and/or telemetry data onto a single bit stream at the 60-Mpps spread-
spectrum chip rate. The 60-Mpps multiplexing rate allows up to 20-Mpps video
or other prime mission equipment data to be used without the requirement for
data storage. The multiplexed telemetry data includes parity encoded RCV status
and telemetry data, as well as modem status information. The modem status
information will be used by the GCS for positive acknowledgment that 1) the RCV
has received a valid message command since the GCSs last transmission and
2) the RCVs PN generators are locked or unlocked (and, therefore, are an indi-
cation of forward-link reacquisition status). These positive indications of modem

status to the GCS are worth many dB of processing gain.

As shown in the figure opposite, multiplexing of the RCV status and telem~
etry data with modem status data is accomplished in the Telemetry Multiplexer,
The Telemetry Multiplexer output is sent through a Security Device (if used) to
the Error Detector Encoder for parity bit generation, The resultant multiplexed
telemetry signal, as well as the RCV video (or other prime mission equipment
data outputs) signal is then multiplexed to form one of two composite chip pat-
terns, The final multiplexed data patterns are generated by using the gated car-
rier timing developed in the Transmit Timing and Mode Control eircuitry, The
gated carrier pulse development is performed by providing no data to the 2
CPSM Modulator during the gated carrier interval. The gated clock signal routed
to the RCV is used to control the application and timing of RCV status and telom-
etry data into the Telemetry Multiplexer. It is assumed, then, that RCV instru-
mentation external to the modem provides any necessary data buffering
and formatting.
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Section 4 ~ Functional Description of the WCCM Terminals
Subsection — Remotely Controlled Vehicle Terminal: Transmit Sectiva

TRANSMIT TIMING AND MODE CONTROL CIRCUITRY

' Multiple mode and data rate selection assoclated with the RCV modem is efficiently
‘ controlled by Transmit Timing and Mode Control circuitry,

The function of the Transmit Timing and Mode Control circuits is to
control return-link transmission, A Link Control Register is used to store
forward-link data for control of 1) TDMA burst transmiz:;sion time to within 1

.3 data bit interval, 2) video and telemetry (V&T) and continuous telemetry (CT)
o mode selection, 3) transmit frequency, and 4) antenra selection and positioning,
' Video rate selection circuitry is included to allow video or oth.r prime mission
equipments with data rates up to 20 Mpps to be used wih the sysiem, Message
timing control circuitry allows system users to trade data rate for processing
gain, thereby providing the desired system raodularity,

As shown in the facing figure, link commanes from the command decoder
are routed into the Link Control Register. Link con:mands are wsed only to
change the register contents so that link parameters remaining unchanged until modi-
fied by forward-link commands. Twelve bits withia the Link Control Register
are used in a binary coded decimal (BCD) form to represent numbers from 0 to
999, These thousand numbers are used to controi the time during a half-frame
when the RCV will initfate its TDMA burst transmission, Since each half-frame
duration i8 1/60 of a second, the initiation of each RCY TDMA hurst transmis-
sion can be controlled to within 16,7 us (approximately 3 nmi). The transmit
timing bits are applied to the +1000 and Comparator cirocuit which functions to
count from a 0 reference point at the start of each frame at a 60-Kpps rate, The
counter continues counting until its count niatches the contents of the transmit
timing portion of the Link Control Regisier, At this time a transmit-initiate
signal is gencrated, and the counter is reset to zero to repeat the generation of
a transmit {nitiate signal during the second half {rame interval, The generated
transmit timing signal {s used by the Message 7iming Control circuitry to
gencrate timing signals to activate the Power Amplifier, Telemetry Multiplexer,
and Error Detector Encoder oiroults. The activation timing is staggered to allow
for sequential turn-on of the modulatur functivns., For exarmple, the PA will be
biased on prior to ihe applicatior of any mcedulation to it; in this way constant
level full-power amplification of the Injected signal is ensured.

The data clook rawe appiied to the message timing control circuitry is
manually adjustable on the ground prior to RCV deployment. The data rate is
controlled so that the spectrim-spreacing processing gain can be increased
when {ess than 25 RCVs are -wployed. The Return Link Clock Rates and TDMA
Mode Burst Capachy chart includes ¢ 115t of data clock rate versus maximum
TDMA accesses p.r frame and processing gain, The moximum number of ac-
cess per frame ware derived by using & mintn.um average guard time between
burst transmission of 300 us., The 300-us grard time (approximately 50 nmf)
allows for incrporation of the limited PN search modes without any resulting
transmission c¢verlaps, In addition, the average 300-us guard time is high
enough to ensure that & relstively s.nall smount of GCS updates are required to
maintain suff:clent guard times between the vartous RCV burst transmissions,

The I'N Multiplexcr timing clrcuitry functions to generate gated carrier
timing patterns for use {1 the multiplexer cirouitry, The generated timing pat-
tern will be a function of the mode (continuous telemetry or video and telemetry)
selected,

: Video timing {s manually selected on the ground prior to RCV deployment,
3 Submultiples of 20 Mpps, from 1 through 10 (20, 10 ... 2 Mpps), are selectable.
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- The generated timing is sent to the RCV for gating the video data (or other
mission equipment data output) into the multiplexer circuitry. The video gating
commande are generated by the PN Multiplexer timing circuitry,

The frequency control portion (3 bits) of the Link Control Register is
used for controlling the six possible output frequencies of the Frequency Synthe-
sizer within the Transmit RF Assembly, The synthesizer output frequencies are
in turn used to generate the six possible RCV transmit frequencies as dictated

: by the GCS.

i Five bits of information are used for antenna commands, which include

the RCV aninna selection (omni versus directional antennas) as well as com-

mands for directional antenna sector positioning,
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Ezzucngmml Rggiucr contents so th(:u link parameters rcminymchargcd until modified by forward
commands.

RETURN LINK CLOCK RATES AND TDMA MODE BURST CAPACITY
Spectrum spreading processing gain increments agsure
near maximum gain for the given number of users.

Maxtmum* TDMA

Divisor Data Clock Accesases per Spectrum Spreading

N Kpps Half Frame Proceseing Gain -dB
1 120 25 27.0
2 6o 16 30.0
3 40 11 31.8
4 30 9 33.0
5 24 7 3.0
6 20 6 34.8
8 15 5 36.0
10 12 4 37.0

*Maximum accesses {8 with respect to maintaining 3 minimum average guard \
time per access of at least 300 microseconds (=50 nmi),
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Section 4 - Functional Description of the WCCM Terminals
Subsection ~ Remotely Controlled Vehicle Terminal: Transmit Section

DESCRIPTION OF TRANSMIT RF ASSEMBLY

Reguirements for components of the Transmit RF Assembliy are straightforward
and therefore should pose no major design problems,

The 300-MHz IF output from the modem is converted to RF, amplified,
and filtered before being routed to the diplexer. (See figure opposite, ) The
power amplifier will be required to operate in a pulsed mode during RCV TDMA
burst transmissions,

The IF input from the 2 CPSM Modulator is frequency-translated to one
of six possible GCS assigned transmit frequencies. The Irequency Translator
output is amplified and routed through a bandpass filter to the diplexer, Trans-
mit timing from the T'ransmit and Mode Control circuitry is used for control of
the Power Amplifier. The Power Amplifier (PA) will remain on continuously
during the continuous teloemetry (CT) and video and telemetry (V&T) modes.
During the TDMA mode, the PA will be biased on and off at the burst transmis-
sion rate. The frequency synthesizer will develop any one of six possible fre-
quencies. The actual frequency developed is controlled by the frequency control
logic within the Link Control Register (part of the Transmit Timing and Mode
Control cirouitry).
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RCV Transmit RF Assembly. The power amplifier will operate in a pulsed or continuous mode,
depending on whether the RCV modem is operating in its TDMA burst or a FDMA continuous
transmission mode.
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Section 4 — Functional Description of the WCCM Terminals
Subsaction - Ground Control Station Terminals: Receive Section

4~38

OVERVIEW OF GCS DEMODULATOR

The Demodulator processes and receives telemetry from up to 25 RCVs and video
from up to 5 RCVs. The design is fully modular, takss maximum advantage of
digital signal processing techniques, and uses the same building blocks as employed
in the RCV modem design.

The key functions of the Ground Control Station receive subsystem are to
down-convert the six frequency-divided return-link channels, extract the data
from each channel, and operate on the recejived waveforms to derive and main-
tain code tracking. The code timing irformation is used for range determina-
tion. To accomplish these functions the ground station is eyzipped with six
down-converters and IF processisg strips, six Channel Demoduiator and Message
Decoder Assemblies (CDMDA), and 30 Timming and Comirol Modules (TCM).

(See figure on facing page.) The down-converters and IF strips are contained
in the Receive RF Assembly, which is not pari of the modem.  All circuitry
subsequent to the 3~bit A/D corwarter {n the 2 CPSM dumoduiator in the CDMDA
is digital; thus all signal processing and decisioning are performed digitally.

The design is modular in the sense that if a ground station has to handle
only deployments tnvolving less than 256 RCVs or those in which the demand for
5 simultaneous video return links will not arise, ithe receiver equipment de-
scribed can be readily reduced accoraingly. The modules are functionally identi-
cal with the corresponding modules uged In the RCV modem.

The distribution of functions between the CDMDAs and the TCMs was
performed on the basis of obtaining the optimum combination between simplicity
and system reliability. Functions that could be time-shared wore assigned to
the CDMDAS, because of the lower number of CDMDAs as compared with the
number of TCMs, as long as the operational reliability was not compromised or
the complexity of the interface between the CDMDAs and the TCMs was not
noticably affected.

The GCS Terminal is assumesd (o be eguipped with six receive antonnas:
one directional antonna for each of the five continuous (video) transmission
retira link channels and one omni-horizontal antenta for the TDMA redarn link,
The output of cach antenra {s down-converted to 300 MHz IF before being supplicd
to the appropriate COMDA. Ono CDMDA is provided for each roturn link chan-
nel; it extracts the transmitted data, performs carrier tracking, and derives
PN advance/retard corrections. The CDMDA also performs error-detection
decoding and generates valid message and receive data quality indications.
Although identical in design, there are functional differences between the
CDMDAs associated with the continuous channels and the COMDA sewving the
TDMA channel.

When the CDMDA is assigned to perform demodulation of a return-1ink
channel usied for continuous transmission from a single RCV, the CDMDA is in
continuous interface with one (and only one) TCM. The TCM provides neceesary
timing references for appropriute message detrodulation and a synchronized
replica of the PN pattern employed by the continuously transmitting RCV for
message PN coding. The ground station modem i8 equipped with one TCM for
cach of the five contimiovs transmissicn CDMDASs. Since any RUV can transmit
in the contimious moade, the five TCMs connected to the continuous mode
CDMDAs contain PN code generators incorporating external PN pattern select
features, enabi{ng the Ground Station Control to command the TCM to generate
any of the (unique) RCV PN codes,
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The continuous mode transmissions generally contain video and telemetry
data in a multiplexed form. The Moda selector on the CDMDA determines the
video data integration time, while timing information generated by the associ-
ated TCM furnishes reference timing for correct demultiplexing.

The CDMDA, which operstes in the TDMA mode (i.e., demodulates burst
transmissions from different RCVs received separated in time), is interconnected i
with 25 TCMs. Each of these TCMs is associated with a unique RCV, gonerating
the PN code of that RCV. The connection between the CDMDA and each of the
TCMs is contimious. Howaver, determination of the ime when a specific TCM
is to make use of the CDMDA outputs and when that TCM is to inject iming and
FN code data into the CDMDA for meanicgiul demodulation is performed by each
individual TCM. Information or correct time for each TCM to access the
CDMDA is furnished by the Ground Staticn Contrel. The telemetry data demodu~
lation rate for TDMA mode reception ir inserted intc the TCMs, which transfer
the telemetry data clock to the CDMDA for burst demodulation.

The demodulated video data from the five contimious mode operating
CDMDAs {s individually outputted together with video data clock for external
use. The telemetry data cutmuts from all COMNAs are aupplied to the Recsive
Message Buffer for message foymatting and multiplexing.

The recetve PN generator frame timing is supplied to the Ranging and
Time Transfer unit{not part of the modem), where it is cosnpared with the ground !
station transmil PN generator frame timing. Since in the normal mode of aper- '
atlon the RCV transmit PN generator is lockad o the aszociated RCV receive
PN timing, the Jifference between the two {rame timing inputs into the Ranging
and Time Transfer Unit represents a direct measure on the round trip propaga-
tion delay. The Ranging and Time Transfer Unit slso makes possible insertion

~ of a desired time delay lato any receive PN geueraior, a coavenicace which is
useful for rap:d PN pattera acquisition.
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Ground Coatrol Demiodulator Components. The GCS is equippe with 6 down.
converters and IF processing strips, 6 channel demedulaior and message docoder
asemblies, and 30 timing and control wodules.
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Section 4 — Functional Description of the WCCM Terminals
Subsection ~ Ground Control Station Termina!: Receive Section

GCS RF ASSEMBLY

Six parallel, identical IF signal processing strips are employed in the RF assembly,
These IF strips include design features cortributing significantly to the modem
performance.

4-40

The Ground Control Station RF Assembly consist of six identical, parallel
RF-IF branches, each extracting and processing a.e of the 60 MHz bandwidth re-
{urn link chunnels, transmitted by means of frequency division multiplexing.
(Refer to the facing figure.) Prior to down conversica and selective fiitering, the
signal is bandpass filtered to reject interference frem the forward link trans-
mit RF carrier. The filtered sigral {s mixed with a carrier, furnished by the
Carrier Generator, to obtain six 300 MHz IF center frequency signals, which
are processed by the IF strips. The outpw of each IF strip is supplied to a
separate Channel Demodulator and Meseuge Decoder Agsembly for data deci-
sloning and sigual tracking.

The six 300 MHz IF strips employed {or signal processing are all alike
and identical to the IF wtrips used in the RCV modems. The IF signal processing
performed by these strips contribute significantly te the over-all communication
performance., The passive sprezd-spectrum chip matched filter optimizes the
gimal ~to-noise ratio beforw the signal is applied to the IF-amplifier. The time
response of the chip matched filter matches the puise shape of & PN chip. The
IF-Amplifier and Gain Ceatrel employs & fast, tight, automatic gain coatrel ¢ir-
cuitry which in combination with the soft limiting performed by the 3-bit A/D
conversion in the £ CPSM demodulator eahances the dynamic range performance
and) short-burst lamming protection offeres by the receiver, The automatic track~
{ug notch filter provides rejection of azrrabhand interferences, It is recommend-
e that provisiona far ane or more of these soleh filters be included in tha de-
sign, The noteh fiiter is deseribed in detail in a special tapic,

It is secommonded that the branch that processes the TDMA channel be
connacted o an cmnl -havizontal antanpn, while each branch sevving the contin-
ueus stugle RCY transmission chansels be connected o a Qrectisnal amm for
Improved gain on roceipt of videu.
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Section 4 ~ Functional Description of the WCCM Terminals
Subsection — Ground Control Station Terminal: Receive Station

CHANNEL DEMODULATOR AND MESSAGE DECODER ASSEMBLY

All key functions performed by the Channel Dejnodulator and Message Decoder
Assenibly are identical with functions performed by the RCV demodulator.
Demodulation functiona not pertaining to the pseudonoise code generator were
allocated to this agsembly to minimize the overall GCS demodulator complexity.

The Channel Demodulator Message Decoder Assembly (CDMDA)
performs 2 CPSM demodulation of the receive IF signal, carrier tracking,
video and telemetry data decoding, data quality evaluation, and error-detection.
(See figure opposite,) There is one CDMA for each of the six RF return link
frequencies. Five of these assemblies service the five channels devoted to
five (or fewer) RCV downlink transmissions of multiplexed telemetry and video.
Each of these five CDMDASs is ccnnected to its own associated Timing and
Control Module (TCM), which provides the unique PN code employed by the
video/telemetry transmitting RCV and the necessary timing functions for
demodulation, The sixth CDMDA services the burst transmission TDMA
return-link channel, demodulating the burst transmissions received from
25 (or fewer) RCVs operating in the TDMA mode for telemetry-only return-
link communication, This CDMDA is interfacing with 256 TCMs, where each
TCM is associated with a specific RCV, on a time division basis. The inter-
face is active between the CDMDA and a specific TCM during the time when a
message i.~ansmitted by the RCV associated with the specific TCM is received
at the GCS, The six CDMDASs are idantical in their design,

With the exception of some minor timing functions, video/telemetry
de-intesleaving, and video data demodulation, all functions performed by the
CDMDA are identical with functions performed by the RCV demodulator,
Demodulation functiors, not pertaining to the generation of the PN code pattern
and PN code timing, are allocated to the CDMDA and used on a time shared basis
when the CDMDA services the TDMA link, This allocation minimized the
overall hardware requirement since there are only six COMDAs while there are
30 TCMs in a maximum capacity GCS,

The 2 CPSM Demodulator is identica: with the 2 CPSM Demodulator used
in the RCV, with the exception of a 3-bit instead of a 2-bit A/D conversion, Use
of the 3-bit (eight-level) A/D convorsion results in improved video data trans-
mission performance at high video rates. All circuitry beyond the A/D conver-
sicn is fully digital,

The 2 CPSM Demodulator output signals are applied to four circuits. The
aperations of the Carrier Phase Lock Loop, PN Code Tracking Loop, and Te-
iemetry Data Demodulator are described in detail in the RCV demodulator de-
soription, The Video Data Demodulator is similar to the Telemetry Data Demodu-
lator, but involves summation of a smsller number of samples.

The Receive Message Timer, activated by the Receive Message Initiate,
operates in one of two modes: the TDMA mode and the continuous mode. In the
TDMA mode of operation, the occurence of a receive message initiate pulse
causes the Receive Message Timer to generate a reset pulse. The reset pulse
(in addition to rosetting other system functions) resets the Data Quality Accumu-
lator. Simultaneously, the Recciver Message Timer begins to count the number
of data bit intervals in the received burst message. After an accumulated count
of four data bit intervals (corresponding to the first four data bit intervals used
for carrier phase and timing refinement), a pulse will be generated to 1) reset
the Error-Detector Decoder, 2) reset the Message Quality Acoumulator, 3)
enable the data clock to be. supplied to the Security Device (if used), and 4)
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. enabie the telemetry clock to be supplied to the Receive Message Buffer (external

SRS to the modem). At the end of the information bearing portion of the parity encoded
o message, the Receiver Message Timeyr inhipits further supply of the clock to the
E Security Device and Receive Message Buffer. At the end of the encoded receive
¥ - message the Receive Message Timer generates an end-of-message pulse. The
v Reccive Message Timer also furnishes an active busy indication to all TCMs
E - when the Channel Demeodulator and Message Deceder Assembly is receiving a

burst message from an RCV. The Message Quality Accumulator, as well as
the Data Quality Accumulator circuits, is functionally identical with those

previously described for the RCV modem., The Data Quality Accumulator
k. functions to provide a data quality indication to the associated TCM for use in
the search mode circuitry.
- When in continuous receive mode of operation, the sequence of outputs
E - of the Receive Message Timer differs from the sequence mentioned in that the
L functions leading up to determination of the time of occurrence of the first data
. bit after the Receive Message initiaie pulse is received are deleted. In addi-
e tion, the Data Quality Accumulator reset and the Busy Indicator output are
. inactive,
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Section 4 — Functional Description of the WCCM Terminals
Subsection —~ Ground Control Station Terminal: Receive Station

TIMING AND CONTROL MODULE FUNCTIONS/GENERAL DESCRIPTION AND
CONTINUOUS MODE OPERATICN

The GCS demodulator is capable of simultaneously tracking pseudo noise coded
return-link transmissions irom up to 30 RCVs, These functions are performed on
an individual RCV basis by the Timing and Control Mcdules,

The ground modem is equipped with 30 Timing and Control Modules
(TCM), all of identical design, Twenty-five of these TCMs are servicing the
TDMA receive channel, while each of the remaining five is connected to one of
the five continuous transmission channels on a one-to-one basis. Since the maxi-
mum number of RCVs to be serviced simultaneously is limited to 25, the GCS
demodulator could have been implemented by using only 25 TCMs, In that case,
however, a switching matrix would have been required between the 25 RCVs and
the 6 CDMDASs since any RCV can transmit on any of the six return-link channels.
Use of 30 TCMs, distributed as already stated, completely eliminates the need
for assignment switching between the TCMs and the CDMDAs. Because of the
large number of timing and control information conveyed over the interface
between a CODMDA and a TCM, the switching matrix and the associated control
functions required would impose considerable complexity and cost. A TCM mod-
ule, on the other band, consists basically only of a PN code generator and rela-
tively simple control circuitry. Performance of hardware complexity trade-off
betweei: the two approaches clearly favored the recommended approach.

Each TCM is designed to provide four basic functions. These are 1) PN
code tracking and search; 2) generation of appropriate PN pattern anc timing for
demodulation of the associated RCV signal; 3} determination of time when to
access the CDMDA servicing the burst transmission TDMA channel, when in
TDMA mode of operation, and activation of the TDMA switch during this access
time; and 4) estimation of interburst PN code adjustment required in the TDMA
mode to alleviate the need to go into search mode at the beginning of each new
burst, and incorporation of the predicted correction into the receive PN clock,
Since all the TCMs are of identical design, the five TCMs associated with the
continuous transmission channels are designed to satisfy all the features des-
cribed even though functions 3) and 4) are not utilized as such by these TCMs.

The functional description of the TCMs interfacing with the continuous
channels {s presented in this topic. (See figure on facing page.) The additional
functions performed by the 25 TCMs associated wich the TDMA channel are
discussed in the next topic,

Except for some very minor differences, the combination of a continuous
channel CDMDA and its associated TCM performs the same functions as an RCV
demodulator, Contrary to the RCV demodulator, however, where the PN genera-
tor outputs a fixed pattern that remains unaltered over the duration of a mission,
the TCMs associated with the continuous mode CDMDAs must have the capability
of generating a number of different PN patterns since these TCMs are not in a
predetermined equivalency to any specific RCVs, and since each RCV employs
a unigue code. Under the control of the Ground Station Control, a TCM will be
commanded to generate the PN codc and timing unique to the RCV that is at any
given time transmitting over the continuous channel that is associated with this
TCM., Over the duration of a mission, each of these TCMs may be assigned to
a number of different RCVs,

For a continuous mode channel, the TDMA switch is maintained con-
tinuously activated over the time during which a video mode transmission re-
mains in progress, This is accomplished by the Mode input which effects opera-
tion of TDMA Switch Control. The Mode input originates from the Ground Station
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Control, which also originates commands to the RCV to transmit in a continuous
mode and informs the TCM regarding the PN pattern to be generated.

A gingle 60-MHz Master Osciilator provides all the TCMs with the eight
(45-degree separated) phases of the 60~-MHz reference used for receive timing
slew control. In the continuous mode, the operation is identical with PN tracking
employed in the RCV. The PN Advance/Retard commands, generated by the asso-
ciated CDMDA, are fed to the Slew Control afier passage of the Slew Estimator
and Memory, which is inactive in the TCMs paired with continuous mode
CDMDAs. Similarly, the PN Sync Decision and Search Control functions
identically with the corresponding units employed in the RCVs.

i}
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Section 4 ~ Functional Description of the WCCM Terminals
Subsection — Ground Control Station Terminal: Receive Station

TIMING AND CONTROL MODULE FUNCTIONS IN TDMA MODE OF OPERATION

The TCM automatically accesses the channel at the time of arrival of each return-
link burst from the particular RCV to which that TCM is assigned. No external con-
trol of the TCM is required except when the GCS computer directs the RCV to change
its burst transmit time assignment.

The functions performed by a TCM were listed in the previous topic. As
was stated, two of the functions incorporated into the TCMs are not used by the
TCM which are associated with continuous mode reception. This topic addresses
the additional capabilities of the TCMs that interface with the CDMDA assigned
to service the burst transmission TDMA return-link channel (see figure opposite).

Because of the short-burst nature of the TDMA return-link transmissions
and because of the range differentials of the 25 dispersed RCVs, it was deter-
mined that the necessary PN code tracking was performed best by using 25 in-
dependent PN code pattern generators. Thus 25 TCMs, each containing a PN
code generator which furnishes the return-link PN sequence unique to one of
the RCVs, are connected to the single CDMDA assigned to the TDMA channel.

Since 25 TCMs are connected to a single CDMDA, but only one TCM can
be in active interface with the CDMDA at any given time, the GCS demodulator
must include a timing feature that enables the appropriate TCM to access the
CDMDA during the time span when the burst transmitted by the corresponding
RCYV is received, This problem is readily solved by making use of the relation-
ship between the PN code generator timing and the Message Timing Allocation,
and having each TCM determining its own time for accessing the CDMDA and
compieting the access operation.

Information on the start of the reception of the associated RCV trans-
mitted message is furnished to the TCM by the Ground Station Control via the
Message Timing Allocation interface. This information is the same as the Trans-
mit Timing Command transmitted to the RCV, and since in either case the allo-
cation is referenced to the PN frame timing, thc Ground Control Station has
exact knowledge of the message recention timing when the associated PN genera~
tors are in synchronism. The Counter aud Comparator unit uses this information
to generate a Set command to the TDMA Switch Control, which activates the
TDMA switch and thereby establishes interface connection between the burst
channel COMDA and the TCM. In addition, a short pulse is transmitted over the
Receive Message Initiate to the CDMDA,

The Busy Indicator, originating from the CDMDA assigned to the TDMA
receive channel, conveys information to the 26 TDMA TCMs as to the demodula-
tion status of the CDMDA operating in the TDMA mode. A busy indication is
provided during the time this CDMDA is processing a burst receive signal. This
input is employed by the TDMA Switch Contrnl for two purposes., First, itis
used as an inhibit signal if the TDMA mode CDMDA is already in process of
demodulating a signal at the instant the Counter and Comparator unit of a TCM
transmits a Set Command to the TDMA Switch Control., (This feature prevents
"double'" demodulation of the received signal.) Second, it furnishes rclease
timing to the TDMA Switch Control at the end of the received burst message.

When operating in the TDMA mode, the PN Advance/Retard corrections
generated during the receive burst interval are processed in the regular manner
by the Slew Control of the TCM, which is associated with the message origin-
ating RCV. At the end of the receive burst, however, the Slew Estimator and
Memory unit inserts into the Slew Control an additional number of correction
corresponding to the best estimate of the number of corrections necessary to
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compensate for the interburst timing change to be incurred by position changes
due tc constant RCV velocity, This estimate is derived by the Slew Estimator
and Memory unit by observing, memorizing, and continuously updating the num-
ber of interburst corrections required to maintain accurate PN code tracking
between bursts.

The PN Sync Decision and Search Control unit functions identically with
the corresponding units employed in the RCVs, with the exception that when the
Mode input to the TCM module indicates TDMA made of operation, full pattern
search is inhibited. If full pattern search is necessary, a continuous channel
must be used. This is accomplished by the ground station transmitting a com-
mand to the applicable RCV to switch to a continuous channel, where the search
is performed. Once PN synchronization has been established, but prior to the
release of the continuous channel, the frame timing of the PN generator of the
continuous channel TCM is transferred to the applicable TCM that is connected
to the TDMA channel. This transfer is performed via the Ranging and Time
Transfer Unit through use of the External Reset feature of the PN generator.
The External Reset is also utilized to insert a given delay into any receive PN
generator relative to the ground station transmit PN generator. This feature is
used to dial in (at the Ranging and Time Transfer Unit) an approximate round
trip propagation delay to the associated RCV, thereby enabling pattern acquisi-
tion in the TDMA mode.
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TDMA Mode of Operation in the GCS TCM. The GCS demodulation has a timing feature to enable the
approp;nate TCM to access the CDMDA when the burst transmission by the corresponding RCV is
received,
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SECTION 5
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Section 5 — Design Alternatives and Growth Features

NARROWBAND INTERFERENCE REJECTION BY AUTOMATIC TRACKING
NOTCH FILTERS

Analytical results show that a significant improvement in WCCM performance can
be realized through the incorporation of tracking notch filters to provide narrow-
band interference rejection.

A potential problem area for WCCM is the presence of very large
narrowband interfering signals within the WCCM operating bandwidth., The
source of these narrowband signals may be jamming but is more likely to be
non-ECM transmissions from emitters not falling urder the direct control of
the WCCM users. Narrowband interference is a threat both to the GCS, since
its antenna is likely to be pointed at an uncontrolled area, and to the RCV whose
flight profile may carry it close to in-band emitters. The spread spectrum na-
ture of the WCCM allows it to discriminate against narrowband interference
which is much stronger than the desired signal within processing gain limitations.
For those narrowband interferers which are toc strong to be processed out, the
use of automatic tracking notch filters to perform predetection filtering of the
interference has been found to contribute significantly to system performance.
This conclusion is based on analytical results as well as observed experimental
results of a tracking notch filter bank which was developed as a part of a spread
spectrum receiver,

Several techniques for mechanizing a tunable notch filter have been
investigated. The facing figure is a functional block diagram of a tracking filter
currently being investigated under a contract from RADC (F380602-72-C-0390).
1t is anticipated that at most two or three filters will be required for WCCM
application. The configuration shown can readily be cascaded in small numbers
to form a multiple filter bank and apnears to be well suited to application on the
WCCM. In the approach shown, simple high pass filters at baseband are trans-
formed into band reject fliters at the RF interference frequency by mixing the
input RF down to baseband in~phase and quadrature channels and mixing the
baseband signals back up to RF after high pass filtering., Shaping of the RF re-
sponse to give the desired shape factor for the notch filter is easily accomplished
with realistic element Q values in the high pass filter, Automatic acquisition and
tracking of interfering signals is readily accomplished with standard tracking
loop design tachniques,

Analytical results relating to the effect of notch filtering on the desired
spread spectrum signal and to the improvement in system performance to be
galned from notch filtering have been obtained, Some of these results are pre-
sented in greater detail {n Appendix D,

Briefly, the results show that notch filtering introduces very little dis-
tortion of the spread signal, In particular, if the ratio of 3 dB notch bandwidth
to 3 dB signal bandwidth is less than 0,2, then the loss in peak signal to noise
ratio is less than 1,2 dB in a wideband noise environment. In a narrowband
interference environment, the signal to total nofse ratio is improved signifi-
cantly through notch filtering, If the number of interfering signals is less than
the number of filters, then the narrowband interference can cffectively be com-
pletely eliminated. In addition, computer simulations have shown that in situa-
tions where the number of interfering signals exceeds the number of filters, a
median {mprovement in the signal to noise ratio on the order of 10 dB can be
obtained, These resulte, and consideration of the environment in which the
WCCM will be operating, {ndicate that serious consideration should be given
to the incorporation of a amall number of tracking aotch filters in the
WCCM concept.
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Section 5 — Design Alternatives and Growth Features

ECCM BENEFIT OF ERROR~-CORRECTION ENCODING ON THE FORWARD LINK

An easy and effective way to improve both benign and ECCM performance on the
WCCM forward link (at additional cost) is to add error-correction encoding with
simple interleaving. The operational penalty is a delay of approximately one 80-bit
block length before the data/command is available to the RCV,

The Hughes WCCM includes error-detection encoding as an integral part
of the forward link transmission in order to protect against acceptance of mes-
sages with errors and acceptance of spoofing. No ECCM benefit is obtained in
terms of improved signal-to-jammer ratio performance, with this encoding., In
particular, a burst-jamming strategy is quite effective when no error-correction
encoding is employed. Incorporation of error-correction encoding as a growth
feature of the WCCM will provide, when installed, protection against burst-
jamming by reducing the special effectiveness of the burst-jamming strategy
while at the same time improving performance in a benign environment.

It has been determined that a center-frequency CW jammer is most effec-
tive against the 2 CPSM waveform used in the WCCM, Equally effective is most
any jammer modulation which is concentrated in the center of the WCCM channel
with a keying rate much slower than the 60-Mpps WCCM rate. However, a jam-
mer who can trade average power for peak power, without losing any energy,
will be several dB more effective than by jamming a full message or 80-bit block,
For example, a constant energy jammer can have 1 watt of continuous power
over a message, or 2 watts of peak power over one-half a message, or 10 watts
of power over one-tenth of a message. Since a jammer need only cause one error
to have the error-detection code reject tho message, the optimum strategy is to
concentrate available jammer energy in the duration of just a few bits. There is
an optimum jammer burst length, as seen in Figure A, which is a function of
the received signal-energy-to~-jammer-energy ratio (SE/JE), the type of signal-
ling and detection employed, the message length, and the static and dynamic
operation of the Automatic Gain Control (AGC) and Analog to Digital (A/D) con-
version combination. The gated-carrier transmission method permits the use of
antipodal signalling and coherent detection. The curves in Figure A are labeled
in a consistent manner by jammenr energy and by signal energy. Thus, at full-
message jamming, the SE/JE is actually a continuous signal power to continuous
jammer power ratio. As a particular jammer begins to trade average power for
peak power (by bursting), the effect on the probability of receiving a completely
correct message is immediately apparent. That the curves show minima or
optimum burst lengths as a function of SE/JE is explained as follows: the longer
the Jammer burst ig, the leas chance there {s of causing an error because of the
reduction of jammer energy applied to any particular bit; at tho other extreme,
at very short jammer burst lengths - noglecting end effects, a jammer bursting
over only 1 bit can have at best a 50-percent chance of causing an error, and
over 2 bits, at best a 76-percent chance of causing an error and thereby effect-
ing a message rejection. For example, for full-message jamming, an SE/JE of
about -24.7 dB at the receiver input should result, theoretically, in about a
50-percent probability of correct message reception. However, at a 15-percent
jammer burst length, a jammer 4.7 dB less powerful will produce the same
result, The rearon for choosing a 15-percent duty cycle as optimum ts that the
jammer most likely does not know within 10 dB {(propagation loss uncertainty)
what the SE/JE at the RCV is, If the jammer bursts too short, there will be
less chance of causing an error because too few bits are covered. Thus a longer
burst is prudent, while losing little effectiveness, since the object is to vause
more than 90-percent of the messages to be rejected.
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By breaking each message of 80-bits into 8 blocks, each 10 bits long, by
encoding each 10 bit-block into 14 symbols capable of correcting a single symbol
error per block, and by simple interleaving of the 8 blocks in a uniform manner,
an ECCM and benign performance improvement is obtained. The cost of some
additional hardware and an operational penalty of a one-message delay for error-
correction decoding before error-detection decoding will result., However, a
benign performance (full-message jamming at 50-percent probability of correct
message decoding) improvement of about 0.8 dB may be seen in Figure B. Sim-
ultaneously, the curves are considerably flattened, thus showing reduction of the
special effectiveness of burst~jamming. In fact, at a 50-percent jammer burst
length, a jammer gains only about 1.2 dB of effectiveness over fuli-message
jamming, an amount which is hardly worth the bother, The ECCM burst-jamming
benefit is thus 4, 2 dB because of the addition of error-correction encoding.
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Section 5 — Design Alternatives and Growth Features

ECCM BENEYIT OF ERROR~-CORRECTION ENCODING ON THE RETURN LINK

The return link, as well as the forward link, will receive an ECCM and benign
performance benefit with the addition of error-correction encoding and simple inter-
leaving. Some caution, however, is advised in attempting to compare dB improve-
ments between the forward and return links,

The return link of the WCCM also includes error-detection encoding, ex-
cept that a 40-bit TDMA burst message is covered rather than the TDM 80-bit
message for the forward link error-detection encoding. The previous topic con-
cerning the generalities and meanings of the burst-jamming strategy and the SE/
JE curves, respectively, is referred to. Although there will inevitably be a per-
formance comparison between the 40-bit retum link block length and the 80-bit
forward link block length, a fair evaluation is at best difficult, Since forward and
return links operate at the same bit and chip rates and since it may be assumed
for comparison that the transmit power is the same, the energy per message is
6 dB less for the return link than for the forward link. (Three dB comes from
40 bits rather than 80 bits, and an additional 3 dB accrues because only 500
chips are used per bit on the return link as compared with 1000 chips per bit on
the forward link.) Thus, is a jammer with a CW power rating of, say, 100 watts,
which shows up on the forward link curves as a -23 dB SE/JE, a -29 dR SE/JE
jammer or a -23 dB SE/JE jammer on the return link curves shown in Figure A
opposite ? Dopending on point of view, the jammer referred to, can be rated
efther way. For the present, the philosophical argament will be ignored, and the
EGCM benefit of error-correction encoding on the return link will be examined
separately from the forward link.

For a full-message (40-bit) jammer of -22, 7 dB SE/JE, a §0-percent
probability of receiving all 40 bits correctly {5 attained. Only at full-message
jamming is this SE/JE also a continuous signal power to continuous jammer
power ratio. At a 25-percent duty eycle, the jammer needs 3.1 dB less energy
to do the same job, i.e., a -15,6 dB SE/JE jammer, By breaking the 40-bit
message into 4 blocks of 10 bits each, by encoding esch block into 14 symbols
capable of correcting one symbol orror per block, and Ly simple iaterleaving
of the 4 blocks in a uniform manner, an ECCM and benign performance improve-
ment is obtained, Importantly, the 56-symbel message is transmitted with the
same power and energy as the 40-bit message, f.e., same length of time, There-
fore, the energy per symbol is less in the 56-symbol message than the energy
per bit in the 40-bit message code, iiowever, the “power" of the code is such
that a 0,7 dB SE/JE improvement results for full-message jamming at the 59-
porcent probability point in Figure B. The flattening of the curves is nuteworthy
and shows a reduction of the special effectiveness of burst-jamming. In this
case a irst-jammer a8 a 50-perceu! duty cyele requires 0,7 d3 less energy
than a full-message jammer. The results of error correction coding zre an
ECCM burst-jamming benefit of 3.1 dB (~19.6 at the 25-percent burst length in
Figure A minus -22.7 at the 50-percent burst length in Figure B), and a benign
performance improvement of 0.7 dB,

A poimt to be stressed is that a fair comparison can be made between a
given message without error-correctinn encoding and one with error-correction
encoding. But the comparing, fairly, of the performance of a 40-bit message
with an §0-bit message — where the energy per bit is not the same - requires
care, In any event, the incorporation of error-correction coding in eithor the
forward link or return link or both will provide improved benign performance
and improved burst jammer protection over the links without error-
currection encoding,
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Section 6 — Recommended Experimental Model Configuration
Subgection — Scope and Rationale

OBJECTIVES AND SCOPE OF THE EXPERIMENTAL MODEL PHASE

DAL A e A et R it g aam s s

The objective of the Experimental Model Phase is design and developient of experi-
mentai models of Wideband Command and Control Modems and associated test units
{ which will permit demonstration and Government evaluation of the full performance

capabilities of these modems.

The objective of the Experimental Model Phase is to develop experimental
models of the RCV and MGCS modems which will demonstrate, and permit Govern-
ment test and evaluation of, all of the design features and performance capabil-
ities of the Wideband Command and Control Modem designs conceived and refined
in the conduct of the waveform and conceptual design study. The MGCS terminal
experimental model(s) should include provision for demonstration of system ca-
pacity through incorporation of a load simulator, Capability for demonstration
and evaluation of the range measurement features of the GCS modem for RCV
position location should be included. At the Government's option, a Ground Slave
Station (GSS) modem could be provided to permit demonstration of the RCV posi-
tion location capability.

Detailed design, fabrication, assembly, and delivery of experimental
models of the RCV and MGCS modems will permit full demonstration and evalua-
tion of all of the design features of the WCCM (vefer to Table I). 'The scope of
the Experimental Model Phase is described in Table II,

A waveform and conceptual block diagram design for the Wideband Com~
mand and Control Modem (WCCM) has been achieved under this contract. The
resulting waveform design employs a 60-MHz-bandwidth continuous transmission
addressed TDM forward link approach to digital command data communication at
2400 bps to each of up to 256 Remotely Controlled Vehicles (RCV8) from a Master
Ground Control Station (MGCS). The waveform design incorporates six 60 MHz
channels in a hybrid FDMA/TDMA return link for status/response telemetry
transmission at up to 2400 bps from each of 25 RCVs to the MGCS, and for 20
Mbps transmission of prime mission equipment sensor data from each of 5 RCVs.

Detailed conceptual block diagram designs for both the RCV modem and
the MGCS modem have been completed during this design study. The resulting
RCV modem design emphasizes modem simplicity consistent with provision for
a high degree of forward link reliability and ECM resistance. Flexibility of appli-
cation through modular design of the GCS modem permits most cost-effective
employment of the system in a wide variety of operational configurations for
different RCV deployment levels and mission requirements. System cost-
effectiveness is further enhanced by maximum utilization of common circuit
modules in both the RCV and MGCS modem designs. Furthermore, the modem
for a second, receive-only, slave ground station for incorporation of RCV posi-
tion location capability in the system is configured by combhining the receive
gections of an MGCS modem with that of the RCV modem to include a timing
transfer link between the two ground stations.
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TABLE 1. DESIGN FEATURES OF THE WCCM TO BE
DEMONSTRATED BY THE EXPERIMENTAL MODEL SYSTEM

8 Forward link data-rate capacity and communication reliability
s Forward link signal initial acquisition, reacquisition, and track-

ing by the RCV modem
Forward link ECCM performance capability

e Forward link data rate/processing gain modularity
¢ RCV command decoding and WCCM link comimand processing by

the RCV modem

Return link TDMA telemetry and/or prime mission equipment
sensor data rates and communication reliability

o Positive feedback features of waveform and modem designs

RCYV burst transmission control for TDMA return link transmis-
sion under control commands from the master MGCS

o MGCS modem time difference measurement for RCV ranging
¢ GSS terminal timing transfer and synchronization for time dif-

ference measurements for RCV ranging (if the Government
chooses to fund development of the slave station modem)

MGCS modem capacity to separate and demodulate 25 telemetry
signals by emplcyment of a return link RCV loading simulator

¢ Return link data rate/processing gain modularity
¢ Return link ECCM performance capability

MGCS modem modular configuration features,

TABLE II. SCOPE OF THE EXPERIMENTAL MODEL PHASE

Completion of final circuit, logic, and physical packaging design
of the MGCS, GSS, and RCV modem experimental models

Fabrication, assembly, and pre-delivery test of the following
deliverable items:

-- One to five RCV modem experimental models, including
special test panals

— One MGCS modem experimental model, including
special test panels

~ One GSS modem experimental model {at Government
option), including special test panels

— One loading simulator to simulate return link transmis-
sions trom up to 24 additional RCVe. The loading
sirmulator will be an integral part «f the MGCS.
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Section 8 — Recommended Experimental Model Configuration
Subseciion ~ Scope and Raiionale ‘

OVERALL RATIONALE FOR DESIGN OF THE EXPERIMENTAL MODEL SYSTEM

The Experimental Model system design should permit full demonstration and evalu-
ation of all significant design features and performance capabilities of the modems,
while minimizing the development cost by maximum utilizaticn of standard test
equipment and deemphasizing fully compliant system physical characteristics.

It is imprudent to consider development of a maximum configuration
WCCM system with an automatic computer controlled Ground Control Station
Modem in order to meet the objectives of the Experimental Model Phase, The
interests of the Government and the Contractor can best be served by developing
a minimum cost system configuration on a relatively short development program,
which will still facilitate demonstration and evaluaticn of all of the significant
design features and performance capabilities of the modems.

The RCV modem experimental model(s) should be electrically and func~
tionally equivalent to the eventual fully compliant model. However, it need not
be physically equivalent in terms of achieving the optimum packaging density,
form factors, and full military specification compliance which will eventually be
required for operational deployment in RCVs, Procurement of associated RCV
avionics equipment to demonstrate the command, telemetry, and prime mission
equipment sensor data communication capabilities of the modems should not be
required. Rather, development and delivery of simple inexpensive test units
which simulate the modem's interfaces to such avionics is to be recommended.

A single return link RF channel capability is expected to be utilized by
the government for the following phase of the experimental model program.
Thercfore, the full six-channel downlink configuration of the maximum capa~-
bility version of the MGCS Modem design need not be developed. All of the sys-
tem functions and performance features of the fully compliant MGCS modem
can be demonstrated with a single return link channel version of the modem,
utilizing only one Channel Demodulator and Message Decoder Assembly. This
would permit non-simultaneous return link operation of the modem in either the
burst TDMA telemetry mode, or the continuous video and telemetry mode. A
small number of MGCS Modem Timing and Control Modules will suffice for de-
monstration of unique capabilities provided by that modem design feature,

Again, no special effort should be made to physically configure the MGCS
Modem in its eventual, tactically~deployable configuration. For experimental
model test purposes, conventional commercial grade 19~inch rack construction
of the modem will suffice. Similarly, experimental model cost and schedule re~
quirements can be reduced by minimizing development of specially designed
printed circuit cards with custom etched circuitry patterns. Rather, wherever
possible, standard breadboard printed-circuit cards should be employed for
modem fabrication, at some increase in modem size and weight.

The capability of the MGCS modem to handle maximum return link traffic
capacity, and effectively operate with a wide dynamic range of received signals
from widely dispersed multiple RCVs, can be adequately proven using a simple,
specially designed load simulator incorporated into the Masier Ground Control
Station Modem cabinet.

Ground Control Station modem data sources and sinks can be effectively
provided by simple, specially designed deliverable test units. Standard test
equipment can be employed for most MGCS performance monitoring and mea-
surement purposes during the experimental model test phase. Time-difference
measurements made by standard test equipment on modem outputs for ranging
purposes can permit full evaluation of the ranging capabilities provided by the
modem and waveform design.
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In a full capacity network of high performance RCVs, real-time range
measurement and position location computations will require employment of a
small general-purpose computer in the MGCS. This computer would also per-
form the computation and generate control output commands for forward link
command of individual RCV burst transmit time in TDMA mode operation. How-
ver, it is anticipated that the postdelivery tests of the experimental model sys-
tem will employ one or more light, low-speed aircraft as "RCVs". Therefore,

a small specially-designed, manually-operable transmit time countrol unit in-
corporated in the GCS terminal can accommodate this function. Use of a simple
office calculator, or manual computation, will accommodate determination of
ranging accuracy. In this manner, procurement of a computer, and development
of special-purpose software for it, can be avoided for the experimental model
phase.

The experimental model terminal and test unit descriptions in the follow~
ing topics of the section illustrate the experimental model designs adopted in
consistency with this rationale.

KEY ASSUMPTIONS INFLUENCING RECOMMENDED EXPERIMENTAL
MODEL DESIGN

e A single~channel MGSC modem will suffice for the experimental
phase

¢ The physical construction of the eventual tactically-deployable
configuration need not be duplicated

¢ Modem data sources and sinks can be effectively provided by in-
expensive, specially designed test units

¢ Standard test equipment can be employed for most MGCS perfor-
mance monitoring and measuring purposes.




Section 6 — Recommended Experimental Model Configuration
Subsection — Recommended Configuration cf the Experimental Model System
Model System

i EXPERIMENTAL MODEL SYSTEM CONFIGURATION

All of the essential performance characteristics of the eventual fully~compliant

LY Master Greund Control Station (MGCS) and Remotely Controlled Vehicle (RCV)

3 _ modems recommended in this report are incorporated in the experimental models
: configuration. Through use of the method of proof-by-logical-induction, demon-

5 N stration of the modular expansion capability of the experimental modems will

N assure the proper operation of the eventual fully compliant GCS and RCV modems.

E The primary difference between the capabilities of the experimental model
P modems (GCS and RCV) and the eventual, fully-compliant modems is one of
3 capacity. The figure on the facing page shows a system configuration comparison.
E 3 Except for not providing the capacity of the eventual, fully-compliant GCS modem,
R all significant characteristics will be demonstratable in the experimental model
modems, Certain functions that would normally be externally supplied to the
modem by the MGCS computer and the RCV data sources will be supplied to the
3 - 3 modems by control panels, voice coordination, and human operators. These
= 4 functions include data input, RCV link control commands, and ranging (but not

- position location).

The IF filtering and IF AGC functions will be supplied with the experi-

3 mental model modems, while the RF sections are not supplied since it is under-
E stood that the Government will integrate these modems with RF equipments at a
3 ' later date. The IF sections are considered to be critical to the proper operation
R of the modem, thereby dictating that the iink-modem interface be at IF. Since
SN all transmit and receive modem IFs are the same, the experimental model

: g modems provide an IF interface for laboratory testing of the MGCS transmit-to-
RCV receive and RCV transmit-to~-MGCS receive links without need of any RF
equipment. Thus all modem features may be tested without need of on-the-air
tests,

The primary function of the voice coordination link between the master
GCRS and the Ground Slave Station (GSS) is to cross-tell such operational data as
time~-of-iransmission assignments and advisories by the slave station that two
Time Division Multiple Access (TDMA) mode receptions are about to overlap.
Voice coordination between the GCS and the RCV operator is used as a conven-
ience in conducting test data transmission. The RCV modem operates in a
strictly hands-off mode independent of the RCV operator. The operator is re-
quired to monitor operation and insert test messages at prearranged times in
the test sequence, if there is no voice coordination, or upon command of the
MGCS operator if there is voice coordination,

Test panels should be supplied at both the GCS and RCV as part of the
experimental modem delivery to facilitate data entry, contrel, and testing.
Standard test equipment such as scopes, event counters, and voice coordination
equipment as needed for complete testing need not be supplied by the contractor.
More detailed characteristics of both the MGCS and the RCV experimental
modems as well as the furnished test panels will he found in succeeding topics
in this section. _

The method of proof-by-~logical-induction can be employed to demonstrate
that the eventual, fully~compliant modem will operate as intended because the
experimental modem operates successfully. A general illustration of proof by
inducation is as follows. Show that the modems successfully operate at the
lowest modular capacity capability, Then, if the modem's capacity can be in~
creased by the modular amount and the modem successfully operates, there Is
no reason to believe the modem will not work successfully at full modular
capacity. In this instance, it is proposed that it be shown that an RCV can be
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commanded to operate in the Video and Telemetry (V&T) mode, then the Con-
tinuous Telemetry (CT) mode, and then the TDMA mode. Further, it canbe
shown that more than one RCV can be handled in the TDMA mode, Therefore,
the eventual, fully-compliant ground station modem should be able to handle
25 RCVs ‘n any combination of TDMA, V&T, and CT modes,
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Figure B. WCCM Experimental Model System
The experimental model allows control and demonstration of all primary, eventual-modem character-
istics; however, in the eventual, fvlly-compliant modems the routine operations are expected to be

performed by computer control rather than by a human operator,



Section 6 — Recommended Experimental Model Configuration
Subsection - Recominended Configuration of the Experimental Model System

CXPERIMENTAL MODEIL MASTER GROUND CONTROL STATTON CONFIGURATION

The experimental model master ground control station consists of modules,
functionally identical to those of the full-up ground terminal. The configuration is
kept to the minimum required to demonstrate all of the essential features of the
ground terminal modem.

The experimental model ground station consists basically of modem
units that make up a reduced-capacity WCCM ground terminal capable of
providing information exchange with up to 5 RCVs using one RF channel. The
major difference between the experimental model ground station and the
full-up system lies in the level of automation employed. Since the experimen-
tal set-up does not include a computer, certain control functions are accom-
plished by human interaction.

Referring to the facing figure, it can be seen that the experimental
model modulator is identical to the ground station modulator assembly shown.
Since RTF equipment is external to the modem experimental models, no
transmit RF assembly need be furnished. Similarly, on the receive side only,
the IF portion of the Receive RF Assembly discussed in the next topic, can be
provided without the optional notch filter. Since only one return link RF
channel will be available for the test, one IF assembly and one channel
demodulator and message decoder assembly (CDMDA) are incorporated. The
CDMDA and timing and control modules (TCM) are functionally identical to
the units of the fully compliant WCCM.,

The experimental model master ground control station can be equipped
with any number of TCMs up to & maximum of six, with five of the TCMs
serving one RCV each. In order to verify that the modem can receive, demodu-
late, and time-separate up to 25 RCVs, a load simulator ig incorporated.

The load simulator operates in conjunction with {ts own TCM, The load simu-
lator, functionally described in detail in a subsequent topie, provides the
feature of feeding back segments of the transmit IF into the receiver 1¥, thus
simulating the reception of messages from an arbitrary number of (up to 25)
RCVs. The start time of each simulated RCV burst is manually selectable.
The duration and repetition period of each simulated mesgage segment oqual
the corresponding characteristics of an RCV originated mesasage. The power
level of the signal feedback through the load simulator is adjustable to simu-
late the effect of the near-far reception problem.

The transmit time assignment for the nonsimulated RCVx ig insorted
manually on the timing and control wnits. These units provide the means of
manual operator control of functions normally originating in the ground station
computer. Thus, for each TCM, there is one timing and control unit. The time
assignment and mode selection, also performed on this unit, are entered into
the associated TCM and into a link command message upon depression of the
INITIATE button. Tho telemetry and video data rates are selected at the TCM
and CDMDA respectively, with the same rates allowable as in the full-up
system.

The time transfer unit of the ground control test unit is included to
demonstrate the external PN pattern reset feature, which is useful for rapid
code pattern acquisition and direct initial acquisition in the time division
multiplex return link mode. The time transfer unit represents a functionally
simplified version of the ranging and time transfer unit of the full-up system, in
that the external reset is effected by manually connecting one TCM at the time to the
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time transfer unit, and in that the range measurement can be accomplished
using standard test equipment to measure time difference between modulator
frame timing and the applicable TCM frame timing.

The receive message error comparator of the ground control test unit
enables measurements of correctly and incorrectly received telemetiry messages
for evaluation of the efficiency of the error detection code, and of bit error
rates during video transmissions, Outputs from the TCMs and the CDMDA per-
mit measurement and recording of message error rates either on an individual
RCV basis or on a composite basis, The busy-indicator output of the CDMDA
readily permits display of all receive message times in the TDMA return
link mode.
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modem is functionally ideatical to a reduced capacity terminal
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Section 6 — Recommended Experimental Model Configuration
Subsection — Recommended Configuration of the Experimental Model System

EXPERIMENTAL MODEL RCV TERMINAL CONFIGURATION

The RCV experimental model terminal is functionally identical to the fully compliant
modem configuration.

The experimental model RCV terminal functional capability is identical to
that of the eventual, fully-compliant modems. Although format provisions (includ-
ing storage of received link commands) would be incorporated to accommodate
the link commands for antenna and irequency control, the external terminal hard-
ware to accomplish these functions need not be provided. Figure A (opposite) is
a block diagram of the RCV modem, showing both the equipments to be supplied
and those not to be supplied as a part of the experimental model RCV terminal.,

Figure B (opposite) shows the RF/IF split of assemblies to be supplied.
The IF chip-matched filtering and IF fast gain control should be supplied as a
part of the modem because they are critical to achieving maximum performance.
The matched filtering maximizes the signal-to-noise ratio at a periodic series
of points in time (chip durations) when the primary background is white, gaussian
noise. The AGC functicn and its associated loop time constants are carefully
matched to the thresholds of the analog-to-digital converter (A/D) in the 2 CPSM
demodulator. The combination of the AGC and A/D provides soft limiting and
provides the ECCM feature of minimizing the effectiveness of any burst or im-
pulsive type of interference. The notch filters are optional items and need not
be supplied with the experimental model,

The RCV terminal operates automatically; however control panels would
be supplied to permit an RCV operator to monitor incoming traffic and to permit
{nsertion of appropriate telemetry and video data as desired for testing. Auto-
matic indication and counting of correctly/incorreotly accepted messages can
be accomplished by the provided test panel; recording of these results (if desired)
can be by standard test equipment.

Beoause the modem-link interface is at an IF, repeatable, laboratory
demonstration (without RF equipment) of all modem charactoristics, including
near/far capabtlity, is possible. Thus, the MGCS and RCV modems may be
linked vack-to-back to provide round-trip data collection,
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Figure B. RCV Receive RF Assembly. IF filtering and gain control are to be supplied because they
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Section 6 — Recommended Experimental Model Configuration
Subsection — Recommended Configuration of the Model System

EXPERIMENTAL MODEL GROUND SLAVE STATION CONFIGURATION

Inclusion of a Ground Slave Station (GSS) into the experimental test configuration is
needed to verify the attainable accuracy of the proposed position location technique
using trilateration, If a complete demonstration of the akility to obtain interference-
free reception at two ground stations is to be demonstrated, using the transmit time
reassignment concept, the test should include at least two operational RCV's in addi-
tion to the MGCS and GSS ground terminals.

The function of a slave station in the WCCM test configuration is to verify
the position location determination concept using trilateration. The slave config~
uration employs a demodulator, which is functionally identical to the experimental-
model master terminal. The key difference between the master and the slave sta-
tion is that the latter contains no modulator, but includos a receiver section which
is functionally identical to the RCV receiver portion. The demodulators of the two
ground terminals are functionally identical. Clearly, since the slave station con-
tains no transmitter, functions associated with the transmitter in the master sta-
tion, such as the Load Simulator and Transmit Message Generator, are not in-
cluded in the slave configuration.

In order to determine RCV position to within the 100-foot precision
specified, the slave station must generate an accurate time measure that {s
relatable to the RCV location. Knowing the position of the slave station and the
distance between the slave and the master terminals, one such measure is ob-
tained by having the slave determine the difference in PN code timings between
the master and the RCV transmitted messages as they appear at the location of
the slave station. The ditference can be recorded for subsequent position location
verification, If real-time position location determination is desired, the voice
coordination link can be used to convey the timing difference readings. However,
dynamic position location capability will not be fully demonstratable, bacause a
real-time data transfer link and computer would not bc provided.

In order to derive n stable time base, relative to which RCV range mea-
suroments are made at the slave station, the slave terminal utilizes a receive
channel, which is used solely for the purpose of continuous monitoring of the for-
ward link transmissions that originate at the master station, In the experimontal
configuration, this channel would only be utilized to extract and tract master sta-
tion PN code timing. In the full-up configuration, the slave station would also
extract all link commands transmitted to the RCVg, therchy deriving RCV time
and frequency assignments needed for meaningful demodulation and time separa-
tion. In the experimental configuration, the voice coordination link vwould be
utilized to transmit pertinent assignment information botween the mastor and
the slave terminals,

The slave station tes:i unit contains essentially the same control units as
those recommended in the master station test unit, with the exception of the
transmit mossage generator, which is not applicable to the slave station. Sim-
ilarly, the performance monitoring features of the slave station are identical
to those of the master station, and the same outputs for external recordings
would be provided.

In addition to verification of the position location concept, the concept of
commanding changes in time assignments to attain interference-free reception
at two physically separated ground terminals would be demonstratable. This
problem always appears in a TDMA system and can be inefficiently solved by
allocating enough guard time between consecutive transmissions, The recom-
mended approach, however, is not based on use of excessive guard time but rath-
er on packing the transmissions fairly closely and readjusting the individual RCV
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transmission time assignments when the need arises. A convincing demonstration
of this approach requires more than one RCV terminal in addition to the MGCS
and GSS terminals,
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permit demonstration of the RCV position location capability, employs a0 RCV Demodulator to derive
an accurate reference for time measurcments.
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Section 6 — Recommended Experimental Mode! Configuration
Subsection ~ Recommended Configuration of the Experfinental Model Systein

CAPABILITIES OF THE MASTER GROUND CONTROL STATION TEST I"NIT

The MCCS Test Unit automatically genersies 25 messages, each of which is address-
ed for a particular RCV terminal, Front panel test jacks are provided to permit mon-
itoring of system functions with standard test equipment.

The primary functions of the MGCS Test Unit are the generation and
formation of mossages fur transraission to all deployed RCV verminals and data
ervor detection of messages received from each RCV.

The MGCS Test Unit (in conjunction with the MGCS modulator) formats
25 messages consiating of 80 bits per meossage during each frame interval.
Each message is individually addressed with a 6~bit code and encoded with 15
parity bits for error decoding.

Two types of messages are formatted by the MGCS Test Unit: the RCV
command data message and the link command message. RCV command duta is
generated in the MGCS Test Unit by a 64-bit shift register which accepts data
from 64 selector switcheg located on the control panel (Figure A opposite).

Figure B is a functional block diagram of the MGCS Test Unit. RCV
command data {8 continuously formatitad by the measage format control function
during each message time slot except! when link command i2 to be formatted for
transmission. Link commands are gonerated and initiated by the individual
Timing and Contrel Units (T&C). The link command from a T&C Unil is inputted
to the fermat ensiral function upon detection of its own address, and the link
commard message {8 transmitied in place of the RCV evinmand data messagn.

The receiver postion of the MGCS Temt Uslt consists of & telemetry data
comparator and a video data comparater. The telometry data comparator tests
the vecoived telemetry data outpretted by the Chaneel Demedulator Assemhly of
the MGCS modem against the 33 swilch satltngs located oo the MGCE Test Ualt
contrel pasel. An favalld message outpud is detested whea tha loeally penerated
patiorn falls to compare with the modem data. The video data comparaior tests
the recelved video data outputied by the MGCS modem against 4 locally generated
patters. Comparison is performed en a hit-for-bit basis and es orvor pulae is
outpulted for aach bit that falls 0 compare. Al the groussd station, Nexibility in
the type and quantity of items 1o be monitered and recondad is allowed through
the use of nondeliverahle standdrd test equipment, Nosmally one oscilloscope
and ohe or wore evest coubters will be desiresd for swaitoring of the performaace
of the systom. :
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Section — Recommended Experimental Model Configuration
Subsection — Recommended Configuration of the Experimental Model System

CAPABILITIES OF THE RCV TEST UNIT

The experimental RCV terminal includes a built-in test capability to generate simu-
lated telemetry and video data for transmission by the RCV and to monitor received
command messages for accepted, invalid, and rejected messages.

6-14

The RCV Test Unit is provided as part of each experimental RCV terminal
to simulate the RCV telemetry and video data input to the modem and to monitor
all received command mes.ages for quality, The RCV. Test Unit Control Panel,
which is mounted to the front of the RCV terminal pallet assembly, is shown on
the facing page (Figure A). A Functional Block Diagram of the RCV Test Unit is
also shown (Figure B).

In the transmit portion, the RCV Test Unit provides 33 telemetry data
selector switches to allow the manual insertion of the 33 telemetry bits contained
in each burst transmission. A load button is provided to allow parallel loading of
the 33-bit word into a 33-bit civculating shift register. The modem provides 33
gated 60 Kpps data clocks to the register to shift out the telemetry bits for trans-
mission by the modem. To change the content of the register, the switches must
be set to the selected positions and the load button again depressed. As long as
the load button is not depressed, each transmission will contain the same 33-hit
word.

Simulated video data is provided by a maximal length pattern generator
which provides a 127-bit test pattern. A 2¢ Mpps gated video clock is provided
by the modem to shift out the RCV video data.

The receive portion of the RCV Test Unit provides a set of 64 command
data selector switches and a 64-bit comparator and shift register. The RCV com-
mand data is shifted into the 64-bit shift register and is compared with the 64
switch settings. If any one of the bits fails to compare with the selector switch
settings, a gate is set and the Invalid Message Counter advances one cout. This
indicates that the modem accepted the command message and failed to detect a
bit error present in the message.

Accepted messages are counted and displayed on the Accepted Message
Counter. Rejected messages are those that were determined by the modem to
contain parity errors or were below a preset quality threshold. Rejected mes-
sages are counted and aceumulated by the Rejected Message Counter.

The Invalid Message Counter, Rejected Message Counter, and Accepted
Message Counter are mounted on the RCV Test Unit and are implemented with
seven-segment light-emitting diode displays. Three plug-in circuit cards (located
in the RCV mocem enclosure) contain all the logic circuits for the RCV Test Unit.
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Section 6 ~ Recommended Experimental Model Configuration
Subsection — Recommended Model Configuration

ey

CAPABILITIES OF THE LOAD SIMULATOR

e e et o o+ o et P Tt S ® 4

R The load simulator, in combination with an associated additional Timing and Con-
T 4 i trol Module for the simulated RCVs, allows demonstration of IF, signal processing,
E . 3 and control circuit loading characteristics, The simulator can readily provide more
. than the required 24 simulated loads to permit demonstration of the system's adap-

tion to the near-far problem, ¥

The load simulator integrated into the MGCS term‘nal can provide an
excellent test and demonstration capability. In system (TDMA channel) operation
at full capacity, potential difficulty could arise due to co-channel interference at
. either the IF or baseband demodulator circuits. Additionally, difficulty could re-

g : sult from contention for control of time-shared signal processing circuits, The
3 ' : load simulator provides the ability to demonstrate the method of solution to all
T : of these potential difficulties.

L : The approach, as shown in the facing diagram, intcrfaces with th: MGCS
in four places, First it obtains stable frame and data clock timing references
e : from the transmit PN generator in the modulator. Seconc, the start timing of

: f each of the simulated bursts is transfurred to a Timing and Control Module and
: is used by that module to attempt demedulation of an incoming burst message.
By this means, any conflict in time sharing of the demodulator circuits betwean
. the simulated bursts and a reai RCV burst will become apparent, Third, the
S simulated IF signals are generated by tapping off a small amount of energy from
TR f the transmit I, With this approach the simulated IF bursts have the same type
8 : of modulation and bandwidth as the real RCV bursts, Fourth, the simulated IF
bursts are bridged into the receive IF prior to the matched filtering and auto-
matic gain control.

The quantity and timing of the simulated bursts are estahlished by use
of the load selection switches, The start timing of a burst can be placed in any
of 100 possible positions by the setting of a toggle switch., For a burst length
of 370 microseconds (full capacity TDMA case), s many as 33 non-overlapping
simulated bursts could be generated; but this would allow no time gap large
enough for receipt «f a real RCV burst, However the generation of up to 24 simu-

i lated bursts with varied guard times and receipt of one real RCV burst is very
practical.,

The length of the simulated bursts can be changed to correspond to a
change in data rate, Also, the IF level of the bursts can be increased or de-
creased by use of a switched attenuator, By level variation the simulated bursts
can appear to be either stronger (nearer) or weaker (farther away) than any real
RCYV bursts,

Since the associated Timing and Control Module can be set to the same
PN pattern as the transmit PN generator, it will have the capability to acquire
and demodulate the simulated signals. However, unless the forward link data
rate and data message content are set to match an allowable return link format,
the demodulated message will be rejected as invalid,
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loading conditions.
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Section 6 ~ Recommended Experimental Model Configuration
Subsection - Recommended Configuration of the Experimental Model System

PHYSICAL CONFIGURATION OF THE GROUND STATION TERMINALS

All elements of the experimental Master Ground Control Station (MGCS) required :
to accommodate simultaneous control and Time Divigion Multiple Access (TDMA)
or video/telemetry reception of up to five RCV stations are configured into a single o
standard 19-inch rack. i

The Master Ground Control Station (MGCS) experimental mode! is
enclosed in a standard 19-inch by 72-inch equipment rack. The physical layout
of the MGCS is shown on the facing page. Allelectronicsare located on plug-in
cards or plug-in test modules which are accessible from the front of the rack . j
for ease of maintenance and configuration changes. The following listed
equipments comprise the MGCS.

¢ Load Simulator —~ Control panel and three plug-in PC cards.

¢ Timing Transfer Unit — Plug-in control module with two seltf-contained
PC cards.

¢ GCS Control and Display - Control panel and two plug-in PC cards,

e Timing and Control Units — Each timing and control unit is comprised
of a plug-in control module with two self-contained PC cards. The
rack is wired to accommodate up to six side-by-side-mounted timing :
and control units. The number of timing and control units is determined |
by the number of RCV terminals to be controlled. :

¢ Timing and Control Electronics — The timing and control electronics
card cage assembly is prewired to accommodate electronic circuit
cards for control of up to five RCV terminals. Four plug-in PC cards
are required for each RCV terminal under control of the MGCS. — i

¢ Basic Modem Electronics — The basic modem electronics are located :
in a card cage assembly below the timing and control units, This card !
cage assembly includes the transmit and receive IF circuits, a 2 CPSM
modulator, a 2 CPSM demodulator, and basic modem logic that is com-
mon to all RCV terminals under control of the MGCS. A total of 16
plug-in PC cards are required for these functiors,

e Power Control — Primary power controls and indicators are located
on the power control panel. The power supplies which provide regu-
lated de power to all MGCS electronic circuits are located behind the
power control panel and are accessible from the front of the rack,

¢ Blower Assembly — The blower assembly provides forced-air cooling
which is channeled through the electronic card cage assemblies and
exhausted at the top rear of the rack assembly,

The Ground Slave Station (GSS) is similar in design and construction to

the MGCS and requires a single standard 19-inch by 72-inch equipment rack,
The primary difference in the Slave Ground Station is the deletion of the load
simulator and command modulator circuits and the addition of the RCV terminal
receiver and demodulator circuits.
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Section 6 — Recommended Experimental Model Configuration
Subsection — Recommended Configuration of the Experimental Model System

DESCRIPTION OF GROUND CONTROL STATION MODULAR CONTROL UNITS

. o Ve £ SRR F PN Y R

The experimental mode! Ground Contro! Station is designed to accommodate modular
: plug-in Test and Control unity for control of RCV terminals. Each Test and Control
Unit includes self contained electronic circuits,

Timing and Control Unit — Link commands to each deployed RCV siation
are generated by the Timing and Control Unit (T &C) shown on the facing page.
All T&C units are identical in design and their physical position in the MGCS de-
termines the RCV station to be controiled. The information content included in
the manually selected link commands are the operating mode, transmit PN
timing lock/unlock command, and the transmit time assignment position. The
mode selection includes Time Division Multiple Access (TDMA), Video and
Telemetry (V&T) and the Continuous Telemetry (CT) modes. The TDMA mode
commands the RCV to tranamit status/telemetry data in a burst mode during the
specific time assignment position.

Selection of a V&T or CT mode allows the RCV to respond in the con-
tinuous transmission mode. In the V&T mode, video data at 20 Mbps and status/
telemetry data at 2400 bps are multiplexed and transmiited on the return lick.
Selection of the CT mode allows only status/telemetry duta at 24060 bps to Le
transmitted by the RCV,

Normally the RCV transmit PN generator remains locked to the receive
PN generator but during ioss of receive PN code synchronization, RCV modem
oircuitry automatically unlocks the transmit PN generator before going into the
search mode. An Uulock command can also be initisted from the MGCS through
the TX PN Generator switch, The command to relock the transmit PN generator
to allow range measurement can be initiated only through the TX PN Generator
switch. The unlock status indicator Is {lluminated when the RCV initiates a
search mode or when a manual Unlock command is initlated. The indicator is
extinguished upon initiation of a Lock command.

RCV transmit time asgignment during the TDMA mode s inputted through
the three thumbwheel Time Assignment switches. The Time Assignment switches
provide for time position adjustmoent over a half-frame interval of 16. 67 ms
(1000 bit periods) in incroments of 16. €7 us (approximately 2.8 nmi).

Transmission of link command data is initiated by depressing the Initiate
push-button switch which also illuminates the Acknowledge indicator. The indi-
cator remains (lluminated until a valid message indication is received from the
commanded RCV.

Three status indicators from the MGCS Timing and Control Module are
located on the T&C Unlt. These indicators provide visual indication of track,
scarch, and alarm status of the Timing-and Control Module associated with the
RCV.

Two BNC connectors labeled Reset and Monitor are used for ranging
timo-difference measurements. The Reset and Monitor connections provide
output to the Timing Transfer Unit and an external couater or oscilloscope,
respectively.

Timing Transfer Unit — The Timing Transfur Unit, shown in Figure B is
used to allgn the PN generator in each T&C Unit te be In expeocted colncldence
with the receive PN code from the RCV. Three switches on the face of the unit
provide a variable delay setting in increments of 8.33 us (range of approximately
1.4 nmi) to the reference frame clock of cach T&C Unit. This function, which
would normally be performed under centrol of a GCS computer enables KCV
i range information to be provided to the Timing and Control Electronics to re-
duce search time for PN code acquisition and tracking. The Timing Tiansfer
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Section 6 — Recommended Experimental Model Configuration
Subsection — Recommended Configuration of the Experimental Model System

PHYSICAL CONFIGURATION OF EXPERIMENTAL RCV TERMINAL

A palletized, airborne RCV package using a previously developed and environmental-
ly tested equipment enclosure can assure reliable airborne operation of the RCV
Modem and minimize experimental modem development cost.

The figure on the facing page illustrates the recommended packaging and
mounting provision for the experimental RCV Modem. All airborne equipment is
installed on a 20-by-20-inch shock-mounted pallet which provides shock and
vibration isolation for the electronic circuits. The modem is packaged into a
3/4 ATR short enclosure developed on a previous program involving airborne
tests of an experimental communications data link. Airborne crash safety-
compliance was previously demonstrated with such an enclosure, The dimen-
sions of the RCV Modem enclosure are approximately 7.6 by 7.6 by 12,5 inches,
A blower is installed at one end of the enclosure to assure adequate cooling for
the 42-watt modem load. The enclosure contains a card cage assembly which
retains the eighteen plug-in PC cards required for the experimental modem cir-
cuits and control circuits.

Two modular power supplies are provided, external to the modem en-
closure, to convert the +28 VDC prime power input to the +6 VDC and 15 VDC
required for operation of the modem and control circuits. The power supply
modules are designed to meet the expected airborne environment. The pallet

provides the necessary heat- area for dissipation of the power supply
heat,

A control pane! is mounted to the front of the pallet assé d con-
tains all necessary control and message ganeration switches. Three of thé
circuit cards in the modem card cage assembly provide the necessary logic con-
trol circuits, The junction panel located at the rear of the pallet assembly con-
tains the input/output IF connectors and prime power connector,

Utilization of this packaging approach for the experimental airborne RCV
Modem and controls minimizes the cost of development and assures a unit which
will meet the airborne environment requirements, The total package weighs
approximately 30 pounds and requires a total of 70 watts of prime power,
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cavironment requircsnents.

623




Section 6 -~ Recommended Experimental Model Configuration
Subsection — RF Equipment Recommendations for the Experimental Model System

RECOMMENDED FREQUENCY BAND

The C-band (5 to 5.5 GHz) is recommended for the experimental system because
it provides adequate link margins with nominal equipment coet,

To test and demonstrate the WCC demonstration system over an RF link,
two RF channels are required. One channel is for command and control signals
(forward link) from the mission control facility (master station) to the RPVs,
The second channel is for telemetry signals or for multiplexed telemetry and
video signals from the RCV to both the master station and the slave station, This
channel when used for telemetry is time-division-multiplexed for up to 25 RCVs
with each RCV operating in a burst mode. (One-half ms transmit for each 33-ms
period.) When the channel is operated in the telemetry and video mode, trans-
mission is continuous. The complement of functional RF equipment in each
facility to implement an experimental model system is tabulated as follows:
o Master Station
1 Command + Control Transmitter
1 Telemetry Receiver

o Slave Station
1 Command & Control Receiver
1 Telemetry Receiver

¢ RPV
1 Command and Control Receiver
1 Telemetry Transmitter

The equipment for link functional requirements in the three facilities is
similar, and identical components can will be used in the design of the equipments,

The C-band is recommended for the demonstration program because
components are readily available for this band and will permit conducting the
demonstration program with minimum equipment cost. The use of the C-band
algo pormits operating the system with inexpensive omnjdirectional untennas on
the RCV, A froquency of approximately 5 GHz has been selected for the return
link and one of approximately 5.5 GHz for the forward link.

The following tables show the RF power budget for the different channcls.
The video channel has the least margin-~the reason for gelecting the lower fre-
quency for the return-link channels.

All receivers and transmitters interface with the WCCM at an IF of
300 MHZ. The transmitter input power level is at a nominal 0 dBm, The overall
phase characteristic from the transmitter impat-e4-300-2Ha-to the receive output
at 300 MHz must not depart from linear by more than : 169,
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TABLE I, EXPERIMENTAL MODEL FORWARD-LINK POWER BUDGET

Transmitter Output Power (100 W) + 50 dBm
Transmitter-to-Antenna Feed Losgses - 2dB
Ground Antenna Gain + 6dB

~Transmitted ERP + 54 dBm
Path Loss (5 GHz, 80 nmi, Free =151 dB
Space + Vapor)

—Received Power at Omni Antenna - 97 dBm
RCV Antenna Gain + 6dB
Antenna Feed to Receiver Losses - 2dB
Length of a Bit (833 Chips at 60M - 49 dB sec
Chip/sec Rate)

e Received Energy per Bit, Eb =142 dBmW-gec

e Noisc Density (Ng = KT + 9 dBNF) =165 dBmW Hz

e Required Ey/Ng for 10~ BER + ‘

¢ Margin = =142 —(-165) -11 %

TABLE lI. EXPERIMENTAL MODEL VIDEO POWER BUDGET

Transmitter Qutput Power (100 W) + 50 dBm
Transmitter-to-Antenna Feed Losses - 2dB
RCV Antenna Gain + 6dB

~Transmitted ERP + 54 dBny
Path Loss (6 GHz, 80 nmi, Free - 151 dB
Space + Vapor)

~Received Power at Oami Antenna - 97 dBm
Ground Antenna Gain + 20 dB
Antenna Fecd to Reveiver Logses - 2dB
Longth of a Bit (2 Chips at 60 M - 75 dBsec

Chips/scc Rato)
¢ Reccived Encrgy por Bity, Ey,
o Notse Density, (Ng = KT +9 dBNI)
¢ Required E,/N, for 10-3 BER
¢ Margin = -154 - (~165) -8

TABLE Il

EXPERIMENTAL MODEL RETURN TELEMETRY LINK MARGINS

¢

TDMA Mode C (Burst Telemetry)
(14 dB more net antenna gain than forwarr, link)
(3 dB Less Time per Bit)

V & T Mode (Continuous Telemetry + Video)
(10 times more encrgy than TDMA mode since
50 times the cnergy {8 used for this mode, but
oaly 1/5 of that is used for telemetry)

CT Mode (Continuous Telemetry)
(5 times more caergy than V& T mode since
video energy is used for telemetry)

Margin = +23 dB

\_.
Margia = +33 dB

Margin = N0 dB

6-25




Section 6 — Recommended Experimental Mcdel Configuration
Subsection — RF Equipment Recommendations for the Experiment Model System

PRELIMINARY DESIGN OF RF EQUIPMENT

Preliminary design effort provides an RF equipment configuration which can be
implemented with readily available commercial components,

Figure A shows a block diagram of the RF equipmcnt for an RCV exper-
imental medel system whioh is the result of a preliminavy design effort. The
equipment consists of a cammand and control receiver and a telemetry trans-
mitter which are frequency-diplexed to operate from a single antenna,

The primary function of a transmitter filter is to prevent transmitter
noise in the receive band from appeaying on the receive side of the diplexer;
whereas on the receive side of the diplexer the purpose is to prevent the transmit
signal from driving the receciver into a nonlinear operation region,

The transmitter filter requires rejection of 70 dB in the receive band.
The transmitter noise in the receiver band is rejected to a level which is
approximately 20 4B below the receiver nolse. The receiver filtor requires a
rejection of 70 dB in the transmit band, Assuming that the full transmitter power
is in the carrier, the rejection will reduce the transmitter carrier to a level of
approximately -42 dBm at the mixer input--which is well below the noenlinear
level of this mixer. The chip-matoh filter in the modem will further reject this
gignal to a level below the minimum received signal level. One relationship
which must be avoided in the froquency allocations is a separation of 2 timess
IF (300 MHz) since it would place the transmitter at the receiver image fre-
quency and would force the total filtering to be accomplished by the receiver
input filter. The chip-mateh filter will not help for an image frequency siace
the image frequency is within the bandpass of this filter,

To meet the link budgots which are presented in the preeading topie, a
power amplifier with 100 watts (=50 dBm) of output power is required. TWT
amplifiers, which are packaged with thoir owa power supply, are a viable condi-
date for this function. Units are available which have a saturated powetr output of
100 watts. A pulse on-off control ts required for the power amplifier to tura the
araplifier on caly during the burst transmisston peried when this channel is oper-
ating in the telemotry modem. The rise and fall time of this contral is not oritical
and can be ag great as 2 ms,

The TWT input bandpass filtler is used to reject undesired mixer products,
Since the TWT is a wideband amplifier, any undesired signal will caly subtract
from the power in the destred signal. The closest mixer product is 600 MHz
from the desired signal and rejection of 20 dB (1 perceat of power) is adeguate.

The transmitter design “utilizes a high power up~cohverter to produce a
mintnwm of +20 dBm of cutput power, to drive the high power TWTA without
adding additional stages of gainh in the transmit signal path. This lovel will be
accomplished by using a varactor type of up-converter which provides conversion
gain, Unfortunately, in order to achieve gain in this type of device, a high-power
pump source in the local oscillator path is required. For example, producing a
+27 dBin of output signal requires a +32 dBm punp and a +20 dBm 300 MHz input
signal. The trade-off accomplished heve is lo remove an adiditional high-gain
{30 dB), low-reliability--and expensive--microwave amplifior from the post-
converter position and replace it with a high-power pump source and a 300-MHz2
solid state type amplifier.

For this equipment design, phase-locked microwave signal sources are
used to produce the local oscillator siznals required for the high-power up-
converter (transmitter and the low-power down-converter receiver). The units
employed for the down-converter and the up-coaverter are functionally similar.
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The high-power unit, however, will have to have an additional high-power {+32
dBm) output stage. Tae use of a phase-locked, high-frequency, fundamenta)l
oscillator type of source allows exceptional performance to be achieved without
the use of critical high-frequency circuits. RF isolatior between phase lock elaw
1 ment and the clock source eliminates the interaction preblem associated with

: tandem multiplier chains. I terms of flexibility, the unit can be phase-locked
to virtually any frequency source. However, the phase lock range is limited;
consequentiy only a limited number of transmit or reesive bands can be sccom-
modated withowt *oturning the unit to a new lock band center.

In the design, 2 doutbiy balanced mixer will be used to down-convert the
incoming low-level mierowsve signals to 300 MHz. This double-balanced type
of mixer will ke employed since its performance exceeds in this task what is
achievable by other types, such as single-ended mixers or single-balanced
mixers. Proper sslection will permil use of the identical decign in both the
airborpe receive sad ground recgive systems. Functionally, these units are
well desaribed 1o terms of neise figure, dynamic range, distortion character-
iziics, and iocal oscillstor power requirements, thereby permitting an easy
task in system design trade-offs. In order to achieve an output well isolated
from input variations and to provide IF amplifications, a converter-amplifier
is o be used. With reference to the mixer laput, the recefver will have a noise

o
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Figure A. RCV-RF Equipment fo: the Experimental Model. The command and coatrol receiver and
telemetry transmitter constituting this equipment are frequency diplexed 0 operate fram a single

antenna.
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Section 6 — Recommended Experimental Model Configuration
Subsection — RF Equipment Recommendations for the Experiment Model System

PRELIMINARY DESIGN OF RF EQUIPMENT (Continued)

Figure B ig a block diagram of the RF equipmeat for the Master Ground
Terminal, This eguipment is very similar to the equipment in the RCV, except
that separate antennas are used for the receive function and the transmit func-
tion. Separate antennas are used so that more gain can be provided in the down-
link when the link is operating in the telemeiry and video mode, Another minor
difference between the equipments in the two terminals is that the frequencies
of the transmitter and receiver are the reverse of the frequencics of the
corresponding unit in the RCV.

The equipment required for the Slave Ground Terminal will be the same
as the command and control receiver from the RCV and as a telemetry receiver
from the Master Ground Termipal.
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Figure B. Ground Terminal-RF Equipment for the Experimental Model. This equipment differs from

that of Figure A (RCV) chiefly in having two antennas.
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Appendix A

BINARY CONTINUOQOUS SHIFT MODULATION (2 CPSM)

The principal characteristics of Binary Continuous Phase Shift Modulation

(2 CPSM) are perhaps more clearly conveyed by relating them to those of the more
weli-known phase-shift keying (PSK) modulation techniques., This approach is

k- : taken here to develop a reasonably rigorous tutorial description of 2 CPSM as a

"3 : modulation process.

o Ty o
& Zdamssad fa PATE

E: ,' In conventional biphase modulation (Figure A~1), keyed at a rate of one
b 3 . data bit per T second (1/T bps), the resulting spectral density is of the form
B 4 ; (sin x/x)2 as shown in Figure A-1. As is well known, it is possible to transmit
E - 3 : this modulated waveform over a channel, together with a similarly modulated

é_ . waveform, if the carriers are given as orthogonal. One of several ways to

g ' satisfy the constraint is to choose the carriers to have a sine-cosine relation-
P _ ship with (1) either the keying speed 1/T having an integral relationship to the
B : carrier frequency or (2) T being much longer than the reciprocal of the carrier
frequency. The latter is assumed in this discussion. Thus, a string of data
bits clocked ata rate of 2/T can be transmitted over a channel by having every
other bit biphase modulate the sin (27f.t) carrier at the rate 1/T, and every
other bit modulate the cos (2rfet) carrxer with no change in the channel spectral

4 : occupancy from that of a single biphase modulated carrier (Figure A-2) convey-
B _ ing information at half this speed (1/T). The resulting modulation scheme is that
E . - 3 of 4-PSK.

The demodulation process for 4-PSK involves correlation of the com-
‘ : posite waveform with the two orthogonal carriers, The complete modulator/
o demodulator process is shown in Figure A-2, Since the carriers are orthogonal
i 9 ‘ over the keying interval (T) and since the demodulation carriers are assumed to
' have no phase offset relative to the modulation carriers, the dashed line connec-
tion, shown in Figure A-2, is equivalent to summing the two biphase outputs of
the modulator and correlating the composite with each carrier, shown as the
double line path,

Returning to the original biphase carrier modulation (Figure A-~1), the
large magnitude in the sidelobes of the spectral density can be attributed to the
rapid changes and the discontinuities in the phase of the transmit waveform at
the keying transition instants, The sidelobe power can be decreased by shaping
the input to the multiplier (the input shown in Figure A-1) in such a manner that
the amplitude ar the output of the multiplier gradually decreases to zero as the
phase transition instant is approached (from either side). One such envelope
shaping factor is the half-wave sine waveform, with the half-wave period equal
to the keying interval into the biphase modulator (T in Figure A-1), The shaping
can be accomplished by either multiplying the keying bit stream or the carrier
by the half-sine wave factor, The first mentioned case results in each keying
element being converted into a half~wave sine wave of the polarity represented
by the keying element (+1). In the second case, the multiplication is performed
on the carrier instead. Both operations are shown in Figure A-3. The equival-
ence of the two techniques is obvious since it is irrelevant on which of the two
input branches the half-sine wave multiplication term m(t) enters the multiplier
in Figure A-1, It should be noted that precautions must be taken in the latter
implementation to guarantee position synchronization between the multiplying
half sine waveform and the keying elements, which is not difficult to accomplish,
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Figure A-1. Characteristics of Biphase Modulation. The conventional biphase modulation results in
a spectral density of the form (sin x/x)2, as shown.
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Figure A-2. 4-PSK Modulator/Demodulator. The 4-PSK modulation scheme, by designing carriers
with sine-cosine relationship where T is much longer than the reciprocal of the carrier frequency,
results in a channel spectrai occupancy identical to that of a single biphase modulated carrier.

29266-3
MU _. — .
KEY STREAM

WM

WAVE FACTOR CARRIER
CARRIER i m m m i ﬂ m m
WAVE FACTOR KEY STREAM

Figure A-3. Two Methods for Half Sine Wave Multiplication. Timing alignment is not critical for

the method illustrated at the top of figure (multiplying the keying bit stream by the half-sine wave

factor), while it is critical for the method illustrated at the bottom (multiplying the carrier by the
half-sine wave factor).
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If the multiplication term m(t) is incorporated into both of the orthogonal,
biphase, modulated carriers, the result is a pseudo 4-PSK scheme. This scheme
exhibits improved sidelobe characteristics as compared with conventional 4-PSK.
Unfortunately, the combined output to the channel (output of the summer in
Figure A-2) will have a strongly varying, half sine-wave-shaped envelope, result-
ing in inefficiency as far as the transmitter power amplifier is concerned,
However, if the half sine waves operating on the orthogonal carriers are stag-
gered by 90 degrees (i.e., if at the instant of peak vaiue of one of the half sine
waves, the other one is zero) the output of the summer will be a constant envel~
ope signal, as follows readily from basic trigonometric relationships and is
shown in the following paragraphs. The staggering of the half sine wave wave-
forms also involves the staggering of the two input keying streams to the
quadrature channels gince in either case the half sine wave must coincide with
the input keying element. Since the two independent keying stream inputs to
each of the quadrature channels originate generally from one keying sequence,
clocked at twice the rate of each quadrature channel, the appropriate siaggering
is obtained automatically v alternately sampling the incoming sequence and
holding each sample for duraticn T, as shown in Figure A-2,

By denoting the two keying streams, into the sine and cosine channels by

de(t) and dg(t), respectively (Figure A-4) and the half sine wave multlphcatxon
waveforms by m(t) and mg(t), respectively, the summer output is

s(t) = t) mc(t) cos (2 wfct)

dc(
+ ds(t) ms(t) sin (21rfct).

The previous discussion about irrelevancy regarding where the half sine wave

multiplication is applied (refer to Figure A-3) follows readily from this equation.
Since both me(t) and mg(t) represent a rectified sine-waveform, they

can be written as

8
=
B

sin (”,IE) l (1)
sin [T (t +§)] co; (—%— t) l . | (2)

since the multiplicative terms are always non-negative, Inserting these expres-
sions into the equation for s(t) gives:

=

8
I
1

rt
s(t) = dc() sin—T . oos21rft+d8(t) cos-.I-: sinzrtt
'(t) 1
— t
“ds (t) . sin 2nft+d '(t) . 21?2.1‘ .t {3)

where dc'(t) and ds'(t) are defined by the relations

dc'(t) . ain 11'_1_t_ = d (t) l s -—
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Figure A4. Data Sequence Timing., Each keying stream, dc(t) and dg(t),

transitions at 1/T per second.
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Figure A-5. 2 CPSM Medulator/Demodulator. The complete concept for Binary Coutinnous Phase

Shift Madulation is illustrated including timing and output waveform annotations.
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This implies that the d(t) values have been modified to compensate for
negative values in sin x; i. e., the sign of every other element in each of the
dg (t) and dc' (t) sequences are the opposites of the signs in the corresponding
original sequences, dg(t) and do(t). If the original sequences are random,
there is no functional difference between the primed and original sequences and
the prime can be dropped.

Since d(t) assumes the values +1, and defining 1/@2T) = f, s(t) can be writ-
ten as

d.(t)
s(t) = ds(t) sinj2nrt Afc+a—(—t—)— -f 4)
A -

= tsin 2my(f % f)] (5)

[

where in the last equation the dependence on the specific values of the keying .
input as function of time has been replaced by +1 values, to obtain a general time
independent expression (with respect to the keying input).

The modulation technique performing the processing and carrier mixing
functions described is the 2 CPSM scheme, It can be viewed as a pseudo 4-PSK
system, the only difference relative to conventional 4-PSK being that the data
bits into cach of the quadrature channels have been reshaped and staggered. Al-
though it is not obvious from (5), the resulting sum signal does have constant

envelope. This equation also reveals, however, that the output can be viewed
as FSK with tone spacing equal to

1 _ 2
2f = & o.s(T)

Since T/2 is the element duration of the incoming (composite) keying stream
(Figure A-2), the 2 CPSM scheme is equivalent to continuous phase FSK with
modulation index 0,5, thus giving a constant envelope.

The staggered keying sequences dg(t) and dg(t) are shown in Figure A-4.
The example shows that dg(t)/do(t) can change sign at the rate of 1/(T/2); i.e.,
the FSK is keyed (the term (dgt)/ds(t)) « f in Eq. (4) at the rate of the incoming
sequence,

Each input keying element to the 2 CPSM modulator is of duration T'/2,
Equation (3) shows that over this interval the phase term changes by
1+ w4 (T/2)/T = ¢ 7/2, and the variation s linear. Thus, in 2 CPSM modula-
tion, each input element causes a linear change of the phase by + 90 degrees,
where the sign selection is based on the signs of the two adjacent input bits mak-
ing up dgt) and de(t). Since the duratfon of a bit in both the dg(t) and dg(t) se-
quences is T while the duration of an input bit in the (composite) input sequence
to the CPSM modulator is T/2, one of the bits in either the dgit) or the da(t)
sequence changes (but not to plus or minus) per T /2 but not both.

Before describing some additional properties of the 2 CPSM signal, a
comment will be made about the demodulator implementation, By staggering
the data bit timing at the output of the hold circuits in Figure A-2 (so that bit 2
in one branch starts in the middle of bit 1 of the sequence in the other branch)
and by incorporating the half sine wave shaping, as already discussed, the
modulator in Figure A-2 becomes a 2 CPSM modulator. The data can be
demodulated by the demodulator shown in that figure., Since a sequence of the
positive half sine waves (rectified sine wave) contains a dc component, a
condition which is disadvantagcous as far as the mixers are concerned, it is
more practical to multiply the carriers with continuous sine and cosine wave
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forms, However, as was mentioned below in equation (3), this modification
implies that the true sequences dg(t) and dq(t) have in effect been altered into the
sequences dg'(t) and dy'(t). To remove the bit sign errors, the sign of every
other bit in either sequence must be changed. This change can be made either
at the input to the mixers in the modulator or at the output of the integrators in
the demodulator,

Figure A-5 shows a modulator/demodulator assembly where the commu-
tator in the demodulator performs the sample and hold functions. Since the rec-
tified half sine waveform approach is assumed in Figure A-5, no sign alterations
need to be performed, Also, since the modulation process is staggered, the
sampling at the outputs of the demodulator integrators must be staggered.

The power spectrum for 2 CPSM is

S __ﬁ sin x z(sinz)z
) = 64( X ) y
where
X ==1rT'(f-f +“l—7
¢ 4T
y =1rT(f~fc-2];i;v)
and

T = 32 = duration of the input keying element
to the 2 CPSM modulator.

This spectrum represents the product of the spectra of two biphase PSK systems,
each clocked at the same rate as the 2 CPSM modulator, the PSK systems

being symmetrically spaced about the 2 CPSM employed carrier and frequencies
being spacing between the two PSK systems equalling one-half of the 2 CPSM
keying rate,

Figure A-0 displays the power spectrum for the 2 CPSM waveform trans-
mitting data at 60 Mbps, The dashed line is the power spectrum for a 4-PSK
waveform with tho signalling rate adjusted to 40 Mbps to give a 3-dB bandwidth
equal to the 60 Mbps 2 CPSM scheme, The 2 CPSM spectrum has less cnergy
in the sidelobes since the spectrum decreases as (sin x/x)4 rather than as
(8in x/x)2 for the 4-PSK signal,

The corresponding 2 CPSM autocorrelation function is sketched in
Figure A-7. It is a continuous function of 7 which goes to zero at about 34 nano-
seconds if the above transmisaion rates are assumed,

From the 2 CPSM autocorrelation function, the delay lock leop tracking
error function can be derived as shown in Figure A-8, The dashed line repre-
sents the equivalent function for the 4 PSK waveform, The slope of the 2 CPSM
tracking error curve in the vicinity of the gero crossing is slightly greater than
that for the 4 PSK curve. This property of 2 CPSM provides for slightly more
accurate tracking estimates, as well as more accurate time of arrival estimates
in systems with that requirement,

A-5
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Figure A-6. Power Spectrum Comparison. 2 CPSM has less sidelobe cnergy than 4PSK.
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Figure A-7. Autocorrelation Comparison. The width of the autocorrelation

function for 2 CPSM at a signaling rate of 60 Mbps is comparable to that for
4-PSK at a 40 Mbps signaling rate.

292668

€, Y

TIME (ns)

2 CPSM

“igure A-8. Delay Lock Loop Tracking Error. The slope of the 2 CPSM tracki
crcor is slightly greater than that for the 4-PSK. i
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: Appendix B — Tapped Delay Line Preamble Acquisition
§ ' Techniques

CLASSICAL CONCEPT OF PREAMBLE ACQUISITION

In WCCM the preamble acquisition function would be used to reduce the uncertainty
i in time of arrival of “he burst signal from several hundred microseconds to less
than one hundredth ¢« a microsecond. Component accuracy and stability difficulties
exist in the classical IF matched-filter implementation,

The preamble signal consists of a pulse train of several thousand equai-
amplitude, phase-coded elements (chips), Each pulse is sent in one of two phases
and has a duration of 17 ns. Thus, the entire preamble lasts about 100 us, The
receiver has a stored replica (stored reference) of the pattern used to generate
the preamble and is precisely on frequency. Bowever, the precise distance he-~
tween the transmitter and receiver is not known to the receiver, and thus the
time of arrival (TOA) of the signal has an uncertainty of several hundred us,
Additionally, the phase shift of the received signal i{s unknown, The purpose of
the preamble acquisition function is to reduce this TOA uncertainty to less than
one chip.

The classical approach to preamble acquisition is shown in the facing
figure, The heart of this technique is the tapped delay line which continuously
provides time-shifted replicas of the received signal. Each replica is delayed
precisely one chip length from that at the previous tap. In this classical ap-
proach, the delay is provided at an IF (intermediate frequency), which might
typically be centered at 300 MHz, for the 60-MHz bandwidth involved here. Con
nectad to each tap is a multiplier or switchable phase inverter. 1The phase in-
verters arc gontrolled by the receiver's stored reference pattern so that when
the received preamble s fully in the tapped line, each chip of the received sig-
nal is at the same tap as the corresponding stored pattern olement, By phase-
inverting the proper clements, at this one time, all of the inputs to the summer
are in phase agreement and will result in a large combined pulse output, At any
other time, the match between the received signal and the stored reference
pattern will not exist, and that condition will result in having nearly equal num-
bers of the summeyr inputs in each phase, The result is a very low summmer out-
put at all times, except when the preamble is just in the tapped line, This come
bination of tapped delay line, multipliers, and summer is somotimes termed a
matohed filter correlator,

The other elements ~ bandpass filter, envelope detector, and threshold
detector are important, but they are less critical than the tapped line and multi-
pliers. The bandpass filter must reduce out-of-band roise with minimum signal
distortion. The etivelope detector and threshold detentor must determine the
timing peak {or center) of the pulse resulting from the received signal, Since
the preamble detector must operate even when the signal level is Guite low —
and in the presence of noise, all of the components must be aligned to maximize
the signal compared with noise, an! the threshold must be set to limit the false
alarm rate (FAR). This operation at low signal and with varying noise or inter-
ference is a critical part of system design,

This classical IF, phase-coded preamble acquisition reguires ¢lose con-
trol over the amplitude and time-delay characteristics of the tapped delay line,
This control i¥ required both over manufacturing tolerances and over tempera~
ture and aging effects in the field enviroament. For exampie a cumulative yain
variation per tap of only one-hundredth of 1 percent resuits in over 50-percent
degradation in the pulgse cutput, Even more critical, a cumulative time delay
error per tap of less than one-tenth of 1 degree at the 300-3Hz IF (0. 001 ns)
would completely elizninate the pulse output.

]
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If Phase Coded Preamble Acquisition. This classical approach provides excellent signal detection, but
requires close control of many high-frequency components.
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Appendix B — Tapped Delay Line Preamble Acquisition

Techniques
UNDERSTANDING OF THE BASEBAND PREAMELE ACQUISITION TECHNIQUE
Component accuracy and stability requirements of the ciassical I¥ matched-filter

preamble acquisition technique are eliminated through the use of a digital baseband
technique.

The time-delay accuracy requirement of the IF preamble acquisition
technique, described in the previous topic, is much relieved (by a factor of 5)
by utilizing a basehand preamble acquisition technique. This technique (see Fig-
ure A) provides performance equal to that of the IF technique. Since the phase
of the received signal is not known, two quadrature processing channels are re-
quired. For each channel, a local oscillator at the center frequency of the IF is
used to mix to baseband (someiimes termed "phase detection'), In one case, the
local oscillator is nsed directly, and in the other case a phase-shifted (quad-
rature) local oscillator is used. Each of the baseband channels operates to match
the signal just as in the IF approach, However, each channel contains only part
of the signal and half of the noise. The square and sum functions recombine the
signal to eliminate the effect of unknown phase and produces an output much like
the envelops letector of the IF technique., Whils the time-delay accuracy re-
quired is r¢. uceu by this baseband approach, the cumulative gain prohlems still
exist, and a large quantity (several thousand) of multipliers (switchable inverters)
are required,

The analog baseband preamble acquisition technique is useful primarily
as a stepping stone for understanding the digital approach of Figure B, By con-~
verting the analog low-pass outputs to digital form and shifting these values along

-a shift register, the critical difficulties of maintaining stability of gain and time
delay are effectively eliminated, Since the values are maintained digitally, they
do not change as they are shifted along., The rate of shifting is controlled by the
stable crystal clock of the WCCM umit and is, therefore, much more accurate
than necessary for this function, While a small loss in signal-to-noise is ex-
perienced in the analog-to-digital conversion process, it is more than compen-
sated for by the elimination of stability problems,

In the digital approach, the multipliers are replaced by "exclusive or"
gates, thereby eliminating any repetitive analog components, By using the com-
plementary MOS processing, 50 stages of the shift registers and multipliers
can be packaged in one small package (about one-quarter inch square),

This digital baseband technique has been proven by Hughes in field-tested
hardware. It offers the promise of small size, high reliability, and low cost for
production components.,
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Figure A. Baseband Phase-Coded Preamble Acquisition. The quadrature baseband detector provides equal

. performance to that of the scheme shown in the preceding topic, with somewhat less critical components.
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Figure B. Digital Phase-Coded Preamble Acquisition. Replacirg analog time delays with digital shift register
elements (SR) and replacing multipliers with exclusive-OR gates (@) eliminate nearly all critical components,
promote rviniaturization, and reduce costs.
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1 Appendix C

RCV TRANSMITTER POWER AMPLIFIER HARDWARE SURVEY AND
EVALUATION

‘ The multiple channel TDMA/FDMA RCV transmitter power amplifier requirements
i can be met very easily using conventional existing components. Single channel
burst TDMA power amplifier requirements cannot presently be met and high risk
development should be expected for near term WCCM applications.

In the course of the WCCM study, considerable attention was given to
evaluating both a single channel return link which employed burst TDMA, as
well as the selecteq multiple channel TDMA/FDMA return link. Table C-I lists
the RCV power amplifier requirements for the multiple channel TDMA/FDMA
and single channel burst TDMA approaches. These requirements were derived
using the waveform design parameters applicable to the two return link
approaches,

Multiple Channel TDMA/FDMA RCV Transmit Power Amplifier — The
multiple channel TD MA/FDMA power amplifier requirements outlined in
; Table C-I were analyzed for hardware implementation using discrete solid
: state components, klystrons and traveling wave tubes,

It was determined that existing solid state technology could not presently
meet the requirements of the system. Watkins Johnson, presently working on
state of the art Electron Bombardment Semiconductor (EBS) amplifiers has man-
aged to reach CW power levels of 50 to 100 watts, but only in sub-GHz freqguen-
cies. It is projected that EBS amplifiers will have the capability of being used
as C-band grid modulators in two to four years. As grid modulators, rise
and fall times in the order of 10 to 15 nanoseconds will be realized. Typical
efficiencies for the EBS amplifier are between 50 and 70 percent,

Hughes and Sperry Rand are presently engaged in development work with
Trapatt amplifier deeign. Hughes has developed and tested a 12 watt X-band
pulsed Trapatt amplifier with 29 percent efficiency, however with limitations
of 50 microsecond pulse durations and 20 percent duty cycle. They have also
developed a C-band pulsed 20 watt Trapatt amplifier with 35 percent efficiency,
however with limitations of 15 microsecond pulse durations and 20 percent
duty cycles. Hughes is currently designing a 20 watt CW X~hand Trapatt ampli-
fier which they expect to complete before the end of this year. Expected instan-
taneous bandwidths of the 20 watt system is 2 percent with a total tunable
bandwidth capability of approximately 10 percent. Increased instantaneous

‘\ bandwidths of up to 10 percent will be attempted during the development phase.

Hughes goals include the development of a 100 watt CW X-band Trapatt ampli-

fier before June of 1973, The 100 watt system will be developed using power

‘combining techniques associated with the 20 watt CW amplifier. No data is

presently available on noise, phase linearity, or phase jitter parameters. The

feasibility of 1 kW CW C-~ and X-band systems before 1975 is very realistic
based on current strides in Trapatt amplifier design. Presently Sperry Rand is
contracted by the U.S, Navy to develop a 11 kW pulsed Trapatt amplifier with

383 percent duty cycle (1975 time frame). The parameters associated with the

Sperry development contract are classified and therefore were not available

for this report.

- The,use of Klystrons for baseline implementation is not presently real-
izable due to their severe instantaneous bandwidth limitations although tunable
bandwidths of 500 MHz can be achieved at a 100 watt average power level in
both the C- and X-bands. Instantaneous bandwidths are limited to approximately
40 'MHz. In fact the cost effectiveness of using Klystrons i{nstead of TWTs with
compatible 40 MHz bandwidth capabllity is questionable. Conventional Klystron
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amplifier parameters are listed in Table C~II, It can be seen from these tables
that both the instantaneous and total bandwidth requirements of the baseline sys-
tem far exceed typical Klyston parameters. Another disadvantage of the

Klystron is the requirement for a Klystron tuner.

TABLE C-I. MULTIPLE CHANNEL TDMA/FDMA AND SINGLE CHANNEL
BURST TDMA POWER AMPLIFIER PARAMETER REQUIREMENTS

Multiple Channel

Single Channel

Parameter TDMA/FDMA Burst TDMA
Average Power 100 W 100 W
Peak Power 100 W (Mode C) 1 kW
Duty Cycle 100% 12 to 15%
Bandwidth W/O Mechanical 420 MHz 200 MHz
Tuning
Instantaneous Bandwidth 60 MHz 200 MHz
Cooling Conduction Conduction
Gain 30 to 40 dB 30 to 40 dB
Noise Figure 25 to 30 dB 25 to 30 dB

Specification
Turn-On/Off Speed
Max. Pulse Duration
Frequency

MIL~- E~5400 Class II
100 psec (Mode C)
1-3 ms (Mode C)

C, X or KU band

MIL-E-5400 Class Il
50 psec

2 ms

C, X or KU band

TABLE C-IL

TYPICAL KLYSTRON PARAMETERS

Total Bandwidth

260 MHz

Maximum Pulse Width

Maximum Instantaneous Bandwidth
Power

Tuning

Gain

Noise Figure

Efficlency

Phase T.inearity:
K-band

KU Bund

1-60 usec
10 MHz
High Power 50~100 kW

Mechanical, Required Kystron
Tuner

30-40 dB
28-30 dB
30-40%

<8° over 4 MHz Spuctrum
at 250 W

<12* over 4 MHz Spectrum
at 100 \V




Appendix C

RCV TRANSMITTER POWER AMPLIFIER HARDWARE SURVEY AND
EVALUATION (Continued)

Another device which was discussed in the WCCM proposal was the
Twystron. This device combines the high power capabilities of the Klystron
and the large bandwidth characteristics of the TWT. The Twystron, however
is utilized exclusively with power levels in excess of 200 kW, The implementa-
tion of twystron technology to power levels less than 200 kW would gain no
o3 . advantage over conventional TWT technology, and therefore has not been con-
: sidered by tube manufacturers. In addition, Twystron efficiency reduces dras-
3 ‘z tically at reduced operating powers.
3 ; The multiple channel TDMA/FDMA RCV power amplifier requirements
3 4 can be met very easily using conventional conduction cooled helix structured
E - ¥ ' PPM-focused traveling-wave tubes. Table C-III includes technical data from
kg _ several TWT manufacturers illustrating present day conventional TWT param-
eters. Due to the high bandwidth characteristics of TWTs, typically one octave,
mechanical or electrical tuning will not be required to meet the 420 MHz band-
width requirements. TWTs built for airborne application conforming to MIL-
E-5400 Class II are available from many manufacturers including Hughes, Tele-
dyne MEC, Varian, Sperry Rand, Litton, Keltec and Cober to name & few.
Because a TWT is electrically long, its phase and gain characteristics are
sensitive to even small changes in operating voltages. Typical values of phase
linearity in X~band are 2° over a 60 MHz bandwidth and within 10° over a 500 MHz
bandwidth. Phase jitter being highly dependent on the TWT power supply can be
controlled to a high degree by power .upply design and TWT gain. The TDMA
hurst mode requirement can be satisfied by simply pulsing the CW tube on and
. off. Although the average power will drop to approximately 4 watts (assuming
a duty cycle of 4 percent), the processing gain associated with the TDMA burst
mode will more than account for the average power amplifier gain reduction. The
use of a dual-mode TWT in which the peak to average power ratio is typically
-“" 3 to 5 dB could be used to provide additional gain, however, this is not consid-
ered necessary., Another consideration that must be given to the TWT is that of
degree-of cut-off which can be attained. That is, actual suppression of the car-
rier that can be obtained relative to a peak pulse power output. Characteristic-
3 ally this value is 50 to 60 dB. The baseline system will require closer to
60 dB carrier suppression to avoid RCV carrier interference with other RCVs
operating in the TDMA burst mode. This suppression level is not seen as a
serious problem.
R Single channel burst TDMA RCV Transmit Power Amplifier — Fox RCV
applications, low primary power light weight power-amplifiers are necessary.

- Typical RCV payload capability as pointed out by the Ryan Corporation are
listed in Table C-IV. A typicul CW 1kW C- or X~band TWT with PPM focusing
weighs tn excess of 100 pounds. If solenoid focusing is used, weight decreases
to approximately 50 pounds, however at least 1 kW of additional primary power
{s required for the solenoid supply. This essentially forces the designer to
consider the relative light weight, low power pulsed TWT dovices. However,
existing TWTs ave genevally designed either for CW operation or pulse appli-
cations with typicdl maximum pulse duration of 30 microseconds and maximum
duty cycles of 8 percent. As such, the single channel TDMA RCV power ampli-
fier requirements specified in Table 1 impose a more severe requirement on
existing dovice technology.
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. TABLE C-III,

HUGHES-FULLERTON
Hughes Aircraft Company
Fullerton, California

TYPICAL 100 WATT CW TWT TUBE AND AMPLIFIER PARAMETERS

Sperry Rand Teledyne* Hughes** Varian Keltec, Inc.
Parameter STX-52252 M2705 . 279H VTC 6260A1 CA 600-100%*
Average Power 100 W 100 W 100 W 100 W 100 W
Total Bandwidth| 4.2 GHz 4 GHz 350 MHz 4 GHz 4 GHz
Cooling Forced air. Conductive Conductive Forced air Conductive
Saturation Gain 44 dB 30 dB - 35 dB 30 dB 30dB
Noise Figure 35 dB 29 dB 35 dB 35 dB
Beam Voltage 9 kv 4 kv 4,5 kV —
Frequency 8.2-12,4GHz | 7-11 GH=z 5.9-6,25 GHz| 4.0-8.0 GHz 4.9-8,0
Efficiency 16-25% 9% 45-50% 20-30% 9%
Size 16 in (length) | 16 inx 8 in 15 in (length) 2liax 7 in
x5 iIn x5 in
Weight 71b 35 1b 51b 33 1b
VSWR Input 2.5:1 3.0:1
Output 2.5:1 3.0:1
Prime Power 1100 Watts 115C W
Voltage 115 VAC 3¢ 115 V3¢
Frequency 380-420 Hz 400 Hz
Cost $15-20K $650K $5500 $12,975

*Includes TWT, solid state power supply and all necessary protective and control circuitry.

**Represents State-of-the Art TWT design. 1975 cost estimate considerably less.

TABLE C-IV. ESTIMATED AVIONICS PAYLOAD CAPABILITY FOR RCVs

Configuration
High Altitude High Altitude Low Altitude
Payload Parameters Relay RECCE RECCE
Size Volume
Normal Configuration 16 ft‘; 9.0 ft3 6 ft3
Nose Extension 208 2.4 2289
Wing Pods 2x25ft 2x131ft 2x9ft
Aft Equipment Components | 4 ftd
Weight (of Additional Payload)
Normal Configuration 500 1b 200 1b 180 1b
Wing Pods 2x1,000 1 2x7001b 2x5001b
Power Available
Normal Configuration 9.6 kW 3 kW 3 kW
4.2kVA
Larger Generator ———— 3.6 kW 3.6 kw
+4.2 kVA +,.2 kVA
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Appendix C

* RCV TRANSMITTER POWER AMPLIFIER HARDWARE SURVEY AND
EVALUATION (Continued)

C-4

The most severe requirement is the 2 millisecond pulse duration dictated
by the single channel TDMA burst requirements. The severity of this problem is
such that at present, TWTs meeting the single channel TDMA RCV power ampli-
fier requirements do not exist. Presently Hughes, Zlectron Dynamics Division,
is developing a 2 kW 40 percent duty cycle 260 MHz bandwidth depressed col-
lector pulsed TWT. This particular TWT represents a potential device for use
in the single channel TDMA return link RCV power amplifier. The parameter
data for this tube is included in Table C-V for reference only. Table C-V in-
cludes typical 1 kW TWT parameters.

Teicuyne MEC has looked into the feasibility of developing a pulse TWT
to meet the single channel TDMA burst power amplifier requirements. Present-
ly they have no TWT which will meet these requirements, however they have in-
formed the author that they can develop one to meet the requirements at a de-
velopment cost of $150K within a 10 months time frame. The Teledyne MEC
TWT will be similar to their present M5813 pulse TWT and can be built for
either C~ or X-band operation. Nonrecurring engineering costs will be slightly
less for the C-band system. Expected TWT weight is 8 pounds with 24 percent
efficiency. Teledyne anticipates a total dollar cost of $16K for production run
of a power amplifier including the above TWT with power supply, modulator and
protection circuitry.
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HUGHES-FULLERTON

Hughes Aircraft Company

Fullerton, California

TABLE C-V. TYPICAL 1KW PULSED TWT PARAMETERS

Varian Varian Hughes Varian Hughes*
Parameter VTX 6380A1 | VTC 5360A1 T4 H VTC 5261J1 Atlas-2
Peak Power | 1 kW 1 kW 1,25 kW 1 kW 2 kW
Cooling ' Conduction |{Conduction |Conduction Conduction
Saturation 30 dB 40 dB 50 dB 54 dB
Gain
|
Frequency 8.4-9,8 GHz | 5.4-~5.9 GHz{8.0-16 GHz |5,4-5.9 200 MHz BW
Efficiency 12% 11% 20% 28%
Size 12.5 in. 13.5 in.long (12 in. long
long

Weight 115 b 51b 5 b 412 b 141
VSWR Input 2,81 2,561

Output 2,51 2.5:1
Cost >$10K $4, 000 $7,500 Single qty. | $15.3K
Max, Pulse |na 20 pseo 20 usec 25 psec TRD
Duration
Duty Cycle 100% 1% 1% 40%
Beam Cycle 8.6 kV 10.5 kV TkV 12,5 kV
Peak Beam la 1.7a la
Curroent

*presently in development stage

BLANK PAGE FOLLOWS C-5,C-6
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APPENDIX D

Evaluation of Performance Improvement Resulting From Narrowband
Interference~-Reducing Notoh Filters . . o .« « v vvevivvaneveaes D=0




Appendix D

EVALUATION OF PERFORMANCE IMPROVEMENT RESU LTING FROM NARROWBAND
INTERFERENCE-REDUCING NOTCH FILTERS

The use of automatic tracking notch filters in the WCCM can be of significant value
in noise environments containing narrowband interfering signals of large amplitude.
Simulation results show a median improvement in signal-to-noise ratio of up to 9 dB
for cases of multiple interferers where the number of filters is less than the num-
ber of inteferers.

The spread spectrum nature ofthe WCCM allows it to discriminate against
narrowband interfering signals having power much larger than the desired signal
power (within processing gain limitations). It is of interest, however, to evaluate
the improvement in system performance to be gained by the incorporation of auto-
matic tracking notch filters to perform predetection filtering of narrowband in-
terference. Two aspects of the problem are pertinent, one being the effect of
notch filters on the desired signal and the second being the reduction in inter-
ference due to notch filtering,

The effect of notch filtering on the desired signal of primary interest is
the loss in peak signal-to-wideband-noise ratio at the output of the notched filter.
This quantity was determined anaiytically, assuming that the notch filter can be
represented at baseband as a simple pole-zero pair in the S-plane. Mathemati-
cally, the difference in the peak output signal-to-widehand-noise ratio with notch
filtering (SNR)NM and without (SNR)M can be expressed as follows:

2. 78(Bﬁ/a)
(SNR)M - (SNR)NM = 10 ‘08 - e_g‘ 78 (Bu7§

where By, is the notch filter 3 dB depth bandwidth and B is the signal 3 dB band-
width, The loss in peak signal-to-wideband-noise ratio is plotted in Figure D-1
as a function of the ratio B,/B. It can be seen that for notch fractional handwidth
less than 0, 2 the loss in aignal-to-noise ratio is less than 1.2 dB. As an approxi-
mation, {f the fractional bandwidth is small, the loss is signal-to-noise ratio is
directly proportional to the fractional notch handwidth, If muitiple nolches are
used, the loas is directly proportional to the ratio of the sum of the noich band-
widths to the signal bandwidth,

The second aspect of interest (s the improvement in the overall signal-
to-noise ratio which can be realized in s nolae enviroumeni ¢ontainlng aarrow-
band interference. A computer simulation was performed using a Monte Carlo -
approach to determine the improvement factor, The simulation is bascd on the
selection of N independent, idesmtically distributed random numbers to represent |
the power in each of N narrowband interfering signzls. The probability deasity
function which governed the distribution of the power was as follows:

P(x) = -x/7 0=x =80

r(l-e‘aoa ¢

r=8.65

where x is the power in dB above some reference level und v is approximately
equal to the average value of x. The selection of this distritution can be easily
justified under the assumptlion of a uniform spatial distribution of emitters. The
selection of 8¢ dB of dynamic range is somewhat arbitrary but doee not aifect
the results appreciably if the dynamic range is much larger than v,
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Appendix D

EVALUATION OF PERFORMANCE IMPROVEMENT RESULTING FROM NARROWBAND
INTERFERENCE-REDUCING NOTCH FILTERS (Continued)

The flow of the simulation is as follows, First, N independent random
numbers are sele~*ed from the distribution given above to represent the power
for each of the N interfering signals. Then the power in each individual inter-
fering sigril is compared to the total power of all the interfering signals plus
wideband noise. (For the simulation, the wideband noise level was taken to be
ten times the smallest possible interfering signal level,) If the ratio of the
interfering signal level to the total interfering plus wideband noise power ex-
ceeded the notch activation threshald R, then the interfering signal was consid-
ered to be a candidate for notching. Of those interfering signals above threshold,
M were selected randomly for notching and were assumed to be totally elimin-

« ated, where M is the number of available notch filters. For each value of N, M,
and R, the above procedure was repeated 25 times by uaing a different interfer-
ing signal set for each trial. A summary of the results of the simulation are
shown in Figures D-2 through D-4. Each point on the curves represents the
median result of 25 trials. Each of the plots shows the median improvement in
overall signal-to-noise ratio, which is equivalent to the decrease in the median
interference plus wideband noise ratio between the input and output of the notch
filter bank. The improvement factor is plotted as a function of the notch filter
activation threshold for different numbers of iaterfering signals and different
nimbers of noteh filters. Each of the curves for which the number of avaitable
filters is less than the number of interfering signals shows decreasing perform-
ance as the threshold is increased towards 1 and decreased towards 0, The per-
formance decreases as the threshold is increased towards 1 beeause the notch
filters will not be activated if the threshold is set too high, If the threshold is
sot oo low, then all the available notch filters will be activated but thoy can
then become assigned to the low level Interferers since they are assigned to any
intorforing signal above threshold on a random basis and are not necessarily
assigned to the largest interfering signals, Thus, if the threshold is sot too low,
the notch filter Bank becomes saturated, resulting in decreaged performance,
The optinum threshold setting i a function of the number of filters available;
it appears to be relatively independent of the aumber of intexforing signals, As
the number of available filters increases, the threshold can be decreased so
that lower level signale can be acted upon without sacrificing the ability to
notch out the large interferers. If one filter is available the optitnum threshold
is in the vicinity of 0,2 or 0.3, If two filters are available the optimum throsh-
old is in the vicinity of 0,05 te 0.1, For three filters it is near 0,05 and for
five filters it is between 0,02 and 0,05,

The curves show an improvement in oerformance as the number of
filters is increased, but the itaprovement is not directiy proporticmal to the
increase, it appears that the incremental improvement in dB is constant as the
sumber of filletrs is increased geometrically; that is, if increasing the number
of filters from one to two gains 2 dB, then another 2-4R improvement requires
increasing the number of filters from two to four. The ohscrved improvement
in signal-to-noise ratie ranges from § to 5 dB for oae filter up to ¢ to 9 for
five ilters.
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A/D
AGC
Ad
ARG
ATR
BNC
BPF
BPS
CDMDA
CMOS
/8
C/No
CPSM
cT
EBS
ECM
ECCM
FDM
FDMA
FEBA
FH
GCS
GsS
IC
ICNI
IF
LPF
LSI
MGCS
MSI
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GLOSSARY
(Alphabetical List of Abbieviations)

analog to digital
automatic gain control
anti-jaimmming
automatic retransmission request
air transport rack
a class of connector
band pass filter
bits per second
channel demodulator and message decoder assembhes
Complementary Metal Oxide Semiconductor
Jammer to Signal Ratio
carrier to noise density
continuous phase shift modulation
continnous telemetry
electronic bombardment semiconductor
electronic countermeasures
electronic counter-countermeasures
frequency division multiplex
frequency division multiple access
forward edge of the battle area
frequency hop
Ground Control Station
Ground Slave Station
integrated circuit
Integrated, communications, navigation, and identification
intermediate frequency
low pass filter
large scale integrated circuits
Master Ground Control Station
medium scale integration devices
oscillator
power amplifier
probability of communication
probability of false message acceptance
prime mission equipment
pseudo nvise
phase shift key
remotely contr- iiea vehicle
radio frequency
receiver
slave ground staticn
signal to noise ratio
signal to noise ratio
3small scale integration devices
Tactical Satellite Modulator/Demodulator
timing and control modules
time divisior multiplex
time division multiple access
time hop
transistor-transistor logic
transmitter
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vCO
V&T
WCCM
2 CPSM

voltage controlled oscillator

video and telemetry

Wideband Command and Control Modem
binary continuous phase shift modulation




