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PREFACE

This Memorandum i{s one of a series of studies of
Viet Cong motivation and morale undertaken by The RAND
Corporation for the Office of the Assistant Secretary of
Defense for Intermational sSecurity Affairs and the
Advanced Research Projects Agency of the Department of
Defense

The author, 4 professor in the Department of Politi-
cal Science it the University of Chicago dand 4 consultant
to The RAND Corporation, has derived some of his ideas on
Viet Cong techniques for persuasi&h and coercion from
points made by RAND colleagues To these he has added
his own conjectures dand formuldations, which are frankly
impressionistic The Memorandum deals with kinds of
VC behavior without regdard for chdanges through time. The
policy significdnce of the findings is implicit rather
than explicit.

The study is divided into two pdarts Part One,
"Patterns,'’ containg the author's analysis and comments
together with a limited number of quotations from the
sources. Part Two, ''Illustrations and Elaborations,"
gives further illustrative selections from the sources
and follows the sequence of observations set up in Part
One

The 328 sources of information analyzed by this
study of Viet Cong devices for persuasion and coercion
are listed in detail at the back of the Memorandum They
include captured enemy documents, interviews with prison-

ers of war dnd civilian and militdry rdlliers conducted
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by a field team of RAND analysts and interpreters, and
interviews supplied by the Military and National Intelli-
gence Centers.

However careful the procedures followed by the RAND
interviewers, the responses they have elicited are sure
to be influenced by the circumstances of the subject's
detention, by higs hopes, his fears, and his expectdtions
There is a ndtural tendency for the subject to attribute
to the interviewer the power to influence his future.

The statements of many persons, therefore, consciously or
not, are bound to be self-serving or sycophantic. The

author hds tried to pass over all such suspect testimony.
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SUMMARY

1. FORECASTS AND EXPECTATIONS AS DETERMINANTS OF ]
POLITICAL PREDILECTIONS

The Vietnamese Communists, even more than the

f Bolsheviks, stress the inevitability of victory. They 3
dwell more extensively on the events, portents, and fore-
casts pointing to such 4an outcome than they do on the
nobility of their cause or the nature of their goals.

The author sees in this emphasis a survival of the
Confucian concept that the legitimate authority possesses
a '"'mandate from heaven' and thus the assurance of virtue.
With a victorious course as evidence of legitimacy and
with legitimacy implying righteousness, it becomes super- 1

fluous to affirm and discuss the merits of specific aims;

the propagandist need only convince the people that his
side -- in this case the Communist Party -- {s winning.
The certainty of victory is indeed the dominant theme in
every attempt at persuasion by the Viet Cong, including
all military and political instruction. Clearly afraid
of what might happen if this certainty were shaken by

the people's awareness of all the hazards of the war, the
leadership attempts through silence or denial to divert
attention from the distress}ng ;spects of the struggle:
the likely costs and dangers as well as the defeats,
casualties, and damages already suffered. Historical
accounts may omit entire periods of setbacks; the dead
are carried from the battlefield at great risk to avoid
the morale-damaging effect of their being seen; the death

of a military cadre may be concealed even from his own

.-
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men. Where the admission of disconcerting facts is un-
avoidable, the recipients of the bad news -- be it the
death of a fighter or the loss of land -- frequently are
first conditioned for the resigned acceptance of their
loss by an elaborate alternation of ominous rumor and
hopeful reassurance. The well-indoctrinated mil{itary
cadre is taught to avoid mention of anything that might
endanger his men's morale, such as talk of families or
of the enemy's weapons. At the same time as the VC tries
to hide its own losses, it makes much of all damage
caused to, and casualties suffered by, the GVN forces
Though the ""hardships' that the Front fighters must
endure are talked about, they are generally understood
to be those inflicted by nature and by the men's separa-
tion from their families. Some potential threats to
morale are so represented as to appear exhilerating
rather than frightening; thinking about the ''beauty of
the jungle,'" for instance, is designed to make men for-
get its terror. Many of the Front members interviewed,
loyal as well as disaffected, though aware of the decep-
tion that had been practiced on them, nevertheless
accepted it as useful, some even said necessary, to the
effective conduct of the war.

The heavenly mandate and the moral sanction it
implies form a concept familiar to the Vietnamese, who
expect it to be generally understood and accepted. Thus,
some of those interviewed gave as their sole or main
reason for joining the Front their conviction that it was

the winning side, and others cited the reverse opinion

to explain their rallying to the GVN.
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1 ATTITUDES TOWARD AUTHORITY AND ITS BENEFITS

The attitude of the Vietnamese toward authority, and
their historical experience with past rulers, help to
account for the very "Asian' character of this Communist
revolution, for it would be hard to explain the outbreak
of rebellion in Vietnam, rather than in other parts of
Southeast Asia, simply on the premise that poverty and
inequality are the main causes of every revolt. In the
Confucian tradition, good or bad conduct is associated
with the authorities rather than with institutions, and
the quality of those {n power is maasured more by their
ability to avert damage and abuse to the citizens than
by the active benefits they are able to bestow on the
population. So long as the reigning authority makes few
or no demands on the people, permitting them to ignore
and forget the government, they are dapt to see in this

*

virtue evidence of the "mandate of heaven'' and to be
relati{vely patient, therefore, about their social and
economic betterment (Indeed, some ask no more than that
the authority refrain from abusing its subjects.) Only
when the virtue, and thereby the mandate, is placed in
doubt by the too-frequent intrusion of the ''bad official,"”
or the authorities' {nability to protect the peasant frum
the oppressive landlord, will patience give way to in-
tolerance. Once they are ready to question the legitimacy
of the established power, people become susceptible to
the arguments, social criticism, and promises of {ts
challengers.

Several phenomena suggest that the leadership of the

Front {s not deeply concerned with establishing a new
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order, or indeed with soclo-economic ends in general
The supreme pronouncements of the Party tend to rocus il
large political concepts rather than on specific programs
And denunciation of the "bad GVN official,” fuar more than
of the basic social inequities, plays a large part in the
movement's informal contdct with villagers T. the
sympathizers, supporters, and low cadres of the Viet G,
the opposition between :nat movement and the GVN 1Is not
only one between attacker ana defender of a certain social
order, but also thut between unworthy and nexicus men in
power dand better men dspiring to repldce them. (Numerous
fnformants adduced misconduct of GUN (fficials as thein
single redscn for embracing the Viet Cong, others cited
the good conduct ot the cadres as the only redscvn.)
Although the Party seeks to play on the peasants’
experience of abusive authority and to incite their
indignation to the polnt wnere they dre wiiling to Joir
or support the rebellion, {ts ¢ nduct vis=d-vis the
pedsdantry since 1945 reflects its verv modest estimate
of pre-existing discontent, and {n this resrect reveals
another, crucial ditterence between the Vietnamese and
the Soviet revolution., Although Party spokesmen in
Vietndam pay lip service to the Commnist dectrvine of the
leadership of the working class, thev themselves recoy-
nize the peasantrv, rather than the wirkers, as the
"main force of the revolution " Yet, unlike the soviets,
they hdve not cdtered to the land hunger of the poor by
mdassive, ruthless expropridtions of all landowners and
the distribution ¢f land to the pedsants The Party

clearly does not favor such "instant' dgrarian revelution,

possibly becduse it regdrds 1t u4s toc advanced a concept

B st e o e il il L
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for many pedsants aid too gredt an upleavar in their
society . [t attempt: tnstedd (o dlodtl anrarian relod

to the confiscation f land of only very ricn or politi-
cally undesirable owners, permitting rhe more acceptable
landlords te stay on and cellect rent much as tetfore, and
remdining vague in it srowlres of aa eventudl oaprdrian
revolutien,

Apparently the legdershi, belleves that the Joss -
curred through the wratn of dispossessed (andlords --
especially the maryv "middle farmers” -- would ve greater
than warranted by the degree of peasant discontent.
Thoug!l one encounters some more rdadical views and cco-

casionally measures that seem to depart froo such

modevdte course, thev are, 1 r the mest part, attributable

te overzealous 1ower cadres Not unti. 1965, when tne

enlarged Avericac efrort and signs of the (nponent’s

3

supericr vower  rearef the need o4 s anescat ) wds

there ait «altery Jdrdinst. toe eotive codss O lanidl s,

part of the short-11ied, mns.es:ru” Tters 10 the let: |V
The int rmduts enco urdleret i the AAaND saty le borve

out the Partv's seening estimate 1 the pojuiar moeod

Though edger for the promised Land reforms, they were ot
unwilling to walt {1 then Nor JHd most o of tnhem exhiie

4 strot sense of inequa.oly, Yor it ust bhe o ted thal
1]

Y e g P Rty

fin many villuages the pvraci Vexteadin: trom the haves (!
& t ¢

| the apex to the ndave-tols 4t the base (s velatively flau,
and there is considerable socidal intercourse between top
and bottom

Far more obvicus was the {ndigndation with which

villagers recalled the acts and pervsonal slights of bad

officials. The resented government functiondary is




representdtive of the detericvrati nan the relationship
of the local Vietnamese community toward those gover ooy
it, a steadv decline that beguan with the arrival ot the
French and continued under DHiem [t earlier tices, s
vdrious commentdators hiave poaate !l onat, the villase
notable spoke for the amanity and serced an Jls cons
science, and tne viliaie o il was the o oot
powerful and respecied exe utice holdy I8 8 IR SR WY
rule, the rural notables ~Jere withdrawn fron seblic
affairs, and the village councils, stripped cf their
original powers, were burdened instedd with the execution
of policies devised at the center dand resented in the
countryside. Authority, formerly vested {n the village
notables, pdssed to «fficials dappeinted from above and
dfar, poorly paid men whe lacked public spirt and were
not answerable to the local ommunity. With the present
challenge to the established system and 1t clim ot

"the patient endurance of what had seened too

"mandate,’
divine crder «t things rds 10 mdany Lastances gilven wiv
to the admission of pent-up anger aud ot 4 desire o1
change which VC cdadres are ahble to exploit with the i
of their deliberdte propriety dand considerateness of
conduct

The testimony of VO pris iers an: valliers permits
no doubt that peuple's moral und emoticnal neelis are at
least as strong 4 tactor (v thelr motivation t. rebel uas
dre their economic wants, and that either side in the

struggle, if {t ls to solldity {ts authorirty over those

under {ts contrel, must concern itself with their dignicy

as much as with their mdteriil weltare.
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IIT., THE STRUGGLE AGAINST INDULLENCE

The C memunist<' insyster oo o0 Lean, Penest, oans
frugal living -- an coatrast t tre Gebaacnery thonght
to be aore typical ot s dhrers Lo time 1 owir o-- end owe
membership in the Cormmunrst rario, wish o e o the -
dcteristics ot 1 oriesine b T o hlices Cudrtes Land
party members to sel exitaples by othelr disinlerestednena,
courdge, dbstinence o comnn o pndalypenses, g G-
differen e ¢ the privoieres o1 e and Dositl oo, o
the view of g surprising iy large a3iority o ioformants,
including defecters, most cadres 40 {uldeed live up to
this impressive imaye -- reminiscent of some exacting Jdad
virtucus fathers -- ¢ rusing men and evern lower-leve!l
cadres 4t times to cnafe ander tne nercus example ot o
much virtue. The cadres tneanselves carry eon oan unen oy
struggle against wrat thev - oaoider be thoir hHane:
instincts (such as e Ve or ettt kolaed, preed
lewdness, and tne pledasares 1 eatlia, nd drinking’, o
orddain heavy pendltie, 13 wubii- ol o tor th se
who yield to theit a0 iven. ey Lostingais’t betweer,

their owu wind ot “reveiat:onary {iheriv, ' whlicn taes
present d4s orderlv and ooble, and tnat o f the GIVN, wiioh
they equdate with unbridien andulience This b lier-than-
thou attitude toward the o vent v retlecies {n the
stdtements «f many pric necs ol aciiers. The bpeliet
that GVN scldiers idck ot oniv the vivtues of the V7

but dany uspiration towa:d her s evident also in the
fact that many ralliers exoloin theiv Jdefectin: by "un-

willingness t. pgo o0 enduring nardshins (whether itric

or not, they (bviously expect this to be deemed a sound

0%
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reason according to GVN ethics, though the VC would con-
demn it d4s unworthy ) Moreover, the high moral standards
set by the VC may serve tc explain the occasional unre-
constructed rallier, who remdins essentially pro-VvC,
though, in 4 moment of weakness, he chose tu escdpe from
the hdardships of that life or turned spontdneously
against 4 superior.

The Party protests -- and by conduct tries to prove --
that {t (s nobly disinterested, whereas the enemy {s
basely self-seeking. Thus, while the ARVN pays to enable
its soldiers to maintdain families in their absence,
service with the Viet Ciong (s unrewarded. Noncombatdants
are prdised for sharing in the sacrifice of their fight-
ing relatives and are compensdted only for the most in-
tolerable losses, while mater{al rewdards must await a
future beyond victuory.

Despite dll such denials of selt-interest, however,
and the sugpestive exaltation ot Ho Chi Minh for his
selfless service of the interests ¢! (thers, the Party
does not hesitute tu appeal tc perscnal considerations
in {ts recruitment, selectiun, and training. (The
coincidence of individual and Party interests at the
lower economic levels {s no doubt ameng the reasons that
those strdatd yield the preferred recruits.) As the
statements of informants shew, pure dedication to im-
personal goals is fdar less coamon in the motivation of
fighters than {s a combinaticon of fdeals regarding the
country's good with concern :or the weltare ot vne's
family and the thought +f personal ady antage,

Renunciation of familv ties Is cne of the sdacrifices

the Party exacts trom its cadres, 1n the apparent bellet
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that there {5 o« negative correlation between 4 man's
interest tn by fandly and his eftectiveness as o Lhhted

(best exemplitiea 10 (he selflessness and dedication o

bachelor Ho) The Firont tneretore makes every ettort t

<eep tighters away v oo thedlr tamilies as macn as '
pessibie. At the same time, 1t stromly disco uraees

within sts unint s any Ll se personal friendstaips onony

peers LNl miyn! sevve Lo Care the oiace o ], toee.

Locwims oo osacdh v te te gt cnsnins s o e b

facti aluse, it trtes to cater to the need they are

medant to Satistv wit! the institution ot such “safe’” 4

Asscclalions as the tatee-man el
In additicn to enhancin, tighting abirlity and addiog
to the priestls daage of the cadres, the separation tros

families and Conumrmilies serves o wsetul nolitical pur-
' }

ase: in a torm o aorae biackmail the Front exalts
A

this and other hir isivtos assame d by s members and, e

dppealing, to people’s Compassion and their sense of
cbligativn towardd tite tew Wi Sufter o1 the sake ot Un

aany . ouses then tooelocrt nepalar cooper stnon,

IV USTUDYING. AND TATHIEVING

Ancnik the cirtues associdate!

with servive as a VC
cadre are "peace o sind” (by which the Viet Cony unde: -
stands the dabsence ot str g negdative sentiments, suach
ds fear o1 dejection, that would interfere with 2
fighter's pert. rmance) nd also such positive feelings
4s enthusiasm and camaraderie, provided the latter does

; not lead t o exclusiveness The cchesion 4and camaraderie

of the VO unit, trequently stressed approeviagly in the
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interviews, dare strengihened bv commen hatred of the
enemv -- the “"traltors and aggressors’ -- which tne Vo
promotes, {n doctrine and in practice, as the prerequisite
to dedicated service (In the words of an informant, wh
wds asked to name the most important factor in VO propa-
varda: "They alwavs promote hatred, because without
hatred o bodv would taght ") Having 4 legitimate tarpet
tar thelr natred alse serves as a4 s.afety valve \Y¢
members tend ot to fight among themselves and can pursue
o nogtms Without o anternec tne strite of the kind tna:
plagaes the GVN.

An additional outlet for hestility is the "mitual
criticism session.” Countrolled by cadres, it drains oft
whitever quat relsomeness may ex{st and provides Front
members with i vehicle tor hoth aggression and expiation
These sessions, moresver, serve to encourdge disputdation
and dinguiry, md inoo Jdeing turther the all-important

activity & Ustudving odas @ means to o dattaining knowledye
ana certalnty.  The Vietnamese Communists attach the
predlest jmportance to study oand investigation It means
te them understanding b trine, historical detatl, and
the decisions, documents, and dire tives o f higher
echelons; it is the wioo to "knowing the enenv.”  Their
stress on the detinitlon of attitudes, onocateg rization
and classitication, and oo the utie st precision iy part
¢f the "scientitic methoed” that informs Communist planninyg
and action, But it s in harmeny also with the Confucian
tradition, and thus appedis readily toe the Vietnamese

The Jure of cbtarninge inside hnowledye, ot lesrninmg in
dadvance of big decisiens and likely events, is one of the

incentives that informants name for icining the Communist

Party
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Investigation uand orientation are, of course, the

prerequisites for action, and the stress on "studv' is

paralleled by insistence on "achievement. Action ~--
that {s to say, experience -- {tself the result of study,
then becomes the subject of further dndlysis tor the
benefit of future action,

The great premium that the VC places on maximal
dchievement {u the era of the cong ("common action") is
reflected in the cunstant, unrelieved activity expected
of tts followers and in demands for physical performance
that often reach the limits of their endurance. A coun-
comitdnt of this exaltation of action is the use of
forced tnaction as an effective punishment

Action, being geared entirely to the good of the
movement, {8 dccompanied by a constdnt tight against
waste -- of ammuniticn, of ""lives that belong to the
Front,'" (t money spent to excess mn traditional cere-
monies. (ARVN soldiers are self-righteocusly condemned
for allegedly being slothful dnd for wasting valuable
resout "es, )

e f the drawbacks of rigld adherence to the view
that study dand indoctrindation must precede action is
that 1t hampers ifapr. visation, for any unexpected turn
tn a4 situation that calils for a change in conduct first

requites 4 period of "reorientat{icn

V. V€ CUERCION AS AGAINST ALLEGED GVN "CRUELTY'"

There are many ccaments testifying to profound differ-
ences between the conduct of VC cdadres dnd that of GUN

perscinnel towdard the populdtion, particularly in the

L o e e RdEdi g e e o e Ak e s 0 e e 4 i b kb

fuidd 3
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manner in which each side ddmingsters, and justifies, the
Jamage, coercion, or injury that it inflicts, be it acci-
Jdentally, deliberately, or unavoidably In a4 significantly
high consensus, the daccounts, redctions, dand interpretd-
tions of loval and disaftected VC followers suggest that
GVN personnel often indulge in seemingly senseless bru-
tality and appear to take pledsure in trampling crops an!
pratitying persconal resentments or the desire tor private
paln in still more painful ways Even if resort to co-
ercivn mignt be expldained 4s the unavoidable means of
obtaining needed intelligence, the GVN soldiers' frequent
tarlure o toilow up o information forcibly exacted would
Invalidite such a claim some Informdants dttributed tle
willtul crueltoy o0 s many ot the GUN forces to their
yCitse Lo trustration dt the elusiveness ot their enemy
whicty, for lacr of a4 legitimiate target, mdkes them otrike
cotoat tre pe ple and thelr property.

Ire V7, Hy cuntrast, stresses propriety of conduct
1. deraes ther vindictiveness and other persconal feelings
euel e ter inte the damage 1t inflicts., It discourages
and oo oncenns the abuse of power by 1ts cadres tor thein
private o or pleasare, concerned as it is not only
thout tae Hikely popular reactivns to patent injustices
butl aise about tne darage that such improper conduct
mivhe 4 r0 tne spirit of rightecusness frem which the
adres draw uch ot theltl strength,

Yevause tre Coamunist Party insists that everything
bappens s o result ot laws and known norms, not through
gvcrdent r {mpalse, the VC is apt to construct quasi-

juticial contexts (such das the "pecple's tribunals')

Jithin wich it seeks to justify its ruthless or violent
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actions, though often the disguise is transparently thin

People's {ndignation being governed less by the magnitu e

ot damage suffered than by the extént to which it seems

to them inappropriate, darbitrary, and incomprehensible,

the VC's violent dacts dre more readily dcceptable for

seeming explicable dand justified by some known, intelli-

nible standard.  (Many GVN agents, by failing to demon-

strite wherever possible that they are honoring and

executing their government's laws, miss the opportunity

to cdter similarly to this human penchdnt.) |
The conduct expected of VC cadres demdands the constant

exercise of self-discipline. Attested to by many infor-

mants, it i8 In most cddres the result of a4 long fight

drdinst the natural propensity toward violence As part

ot their hard-won restrdint, cadres dre tdught not to

strike unless they hdve first stated their demdands, fol-

I'wed by dan explicit warning, d4and to stress clemency us

well as punishment In keeping with this precept, they

dramatize and try te legitimize their more drastic
sunitive medsures by issuing (or claiming to have issued)
! wirnings to the otfenders They may also force dan
; intended victim publicly to make 4 promise, the visible
violation of which thereafter will make his punishment
1hnedr s just

[ufirmants describe the slow and delibervite accelera-
ticn of pendlties by the VC (though a few striking
departures from the rule have also been rep.rted). First

vf fenses may go unpunished, with only a warning as a4

E reminder, and even threatened penalties may n. t be carried
vut {f the offender repents dand conforms. For the more ]

serifous violdtion, punishments range from admonition to
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execution, When the VC f{rst dassumes power in 4 given
area, it Is likely quite suddenly to raise the level of
ils thredats and punishments dnd execute d4 large number of
people, intending by such 4 show of violence to render
the nopulation fearful dand docile. Once the VC is firmly
established in the locality, the penalties mdy lessen, or
4l ledst become more predictable dand thus more easily
avolidable, Conversely, where its control is weak or
Front forces dare few, the VC may intensify i.s efforts
just to credte the illusion of great strengtih and numbers

As to damage it has caused and coercion used, the VC
tries to show its good conscience and pure purpose by
being frank, legalistic, and self-righteous about what it
has done, in contrast to the GUN's tendency to be furtive
on that score.

Generally speaking, the populace, which assocliates
vapue and sinister warnings, constant suspicion, and
repedated minor harassment with the style typical of the
GVN, prefers what it regards as characteristic of the VC,
whose cadres try to confine themselves to clear threats
and spell out, tor the individual's choice, the conse-
quences of complidnce and noncomplidnce '

Ceercion, a4 highly refined instrument in VC hands,
takes many forms The familidr one, by which 4 target is
given to understand that his failure to cooperdte could
damnage his family (a persuasive argument in a culture
with strong kinship ties), cdan be extended to comrades
and peers. Those who disobey VC orders may be punished
or sent to exposed positions. Or they may be subtly
compromised with the GVN, which is thus prompted to ad-

minister the penalty One of the more obvious defenses
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is tu force 2 man into 4 locse or inadvertent dssocidation
with the VC -- sometimes to seduce him with the promise of
4 persondl ddvantage -- and then to convince him that he
has thereby compromised himself with the GVN past the
point of no return.

Every tdrget of coercion {s carefully chosen and his
backgrcund fully investigated, documented, d4and classified.
As a4 result, there uappedr to be few accidental victims and
tew cases of hdphdzardly inflicted damage, two errors of
which the GVUN is said to be frequently guilty and which
dre sceen as evidence of pceor intelligence and of the
goverument's remoteness from ''the people " The VC has the
ddvantdpe on both counts dnd is thus equipped to step in
and exploit any resentments caused by the opponent's
tfunmbling.

Cadres dct on the principle thdt instruments of threit,
persuasion, and propagandda become more powerful through
repetitivn, and become still more effective if the manner
ot their application {s varied Thus, they mdy start with
4 long period of gentle pressure and low impact, 4and then
raise these, gradudlly or by sudden spurts, after the
moderdate approdch has served to dispel people's initial
wariness and, in recently "liberated' areds, has accustomed
tnem to the presence of the VC

(m balance, the duthor believes, the Party hurts the
innocent less often than does the GVN. Where {t does, or
where it seems to inflict disproportionately heavy penal-
ties (4s for conduct coming under the general chdrge of
"spying tor the GVN'' -- which conjures up terrible retri-
bution), it frequently gives victims the option of spariny
themselves such severe punishment by pdaying 4 price for

theilr security

FeDRe
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Yet the cadres' reldations with villagevs are pro-
toundly attected by suspicion. [t is expressed most
tellingly in the dllegation of "spying for the GVN" (un!
people’s tedr of being suspected of spying) and, more
generslly, in the sinister construction that the Party
pldaces on innumerdble phenomena of innucent appedrdnce.
Thus, anycne whe has a girl friend may be accused ot the

kind ot illicit relationship on which the Pdarty frowns,

aincr o crrticism ot policy or prdctice, even dan {nnocent

slin ot the tongue, may cduse 4 mdan to be labeled pro-
GVN/U.S., sick Front members dare daccused of being malinger-
ers, and 4 "malingerer’” who coughs is sure to be signaling
the enemv Sickness is dismissed as being only in the
mind and, if it affects performance, is thought to reflect
wrony, political thinking. A man's seeming misfortune

(suchi 45 his losing the Party's money) is assumed to cover
4 delitherate crime (that of dabsconding with it) A person
Wi censplcuously survives where others perish Is suspected

£ beiny, 1 agent deliberdtely spared; and anycene's poor
pert raogcce is interpreted das the prelude to his defectiin,
[ronicaily and inevitably, suspicions and accusations
cften provoke the innocent into the very disloyaley that
the VO means to prevent. But the cuadres appdrently find
this an acceptable loss when weighed agdinst the deterrent
eftect they derive trom their pervasive distrust and froem
people’s awarzness of the severe penalty thev may incur
thiouen the smallest criticism or 4 seeming lack of
enthiusiasm and cooperativeness,

The 1elative predictability of the VC's expectaticns

ot ¢ nduct, and of the price one must pay for departing

from the expected, 1s 1n contrdst to the whimsicality of
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the GVN, whose punitive actions dappedr to be the wmore
strongl, resented Many compldin, in particuldr, about
the GVUN's preclivity to pendlize entire hamlets (rather
thars caly the families of suspects, d4s the VC tends to
do) for having "relations with" the Viet Cong, which
ctten means no mere than allowing its forces toe pass
toroaa s Peonle also complain stronely that the GUN
treats the i bt o1 the teariul as an act o hostilite,
in! they are rore iadignant at the GVN oftficials’ practice
ol extorting vribes for private gain thdn they are at tue
Vi's pen blackmdil for the benefit of the Front

In 1tnstances o f ingadvertent injury to {ndividuals,
the VO appedrs to make more of an ettort than the GVN to
allav the bad teeling engendered by the incident 1f need
ov, e cdadres will resort to eldborate lies, designeld :
strip the victim of the gppedrance of innocence and tnhepe-
Byt rtenc e s tate plausible At ther times, they na,
Tane the risk o of admitting mistakes and offering compen-
vatt ool I ocases of collateral damage, thev are likely .
mdr ¢ e tengits, whereds the GVN has been reported to
senalize the victims for even requesting compensdtion

lo contrast to thelr [ntulerance ot acncontormance
witini their own rdanks, the cadres mav yvield to popular

riticisn or Jdispleasure, even te the detrinment  the

Party, narticulariy, where such negative redactiocns are
expressed collectively. (People's dawareuess that the
Front may back down in the face of fldagrant collective
resistance may actually provide the hope that can inspire
such resistance wherever there is a ~tv nyg cause.) kLven
individuil resistdance tou serving the VC will occasionally

succeed it the cost to the Party is slight dand the plead

PE——
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seens redsondble (It is likely to be prompted only by
such overriding self-interest as the needs of 4 sick
child, ¢or the demands of an otherwise neglected farm or

medical practice )

Vi CLOSENESS TO THE PEOPLE

The Cadres’ conduct toward the population is in
keeping with the uarty's insistence on constdant sclici-
tude 1or the people's weltare, even in the tace of
initial distrust and hostility The effect of thair
concern tor such good relations is reinforced by the
tact that in soc1al and geographic origins, in dress, in
behavior, and in standdrd of living the people identity
thewseives more reddily with the VC than with represent.-
tives «f the GUN. Whereas GVN officidals and «fficers
often seen U trest their underlings in the willtul and
dutos ratie manner of many Vietnanese fathers, the cadres
are taught to enulate their hero and ledader, the pgentle
and cdest "Uncle’ Hooo Many informants testify, often
provinply and sometimes critically, to the friendly,
evalitarian ways of the cadres Some, to be sure, tal-
about the edsygoing, even convivial, wdys of some ARVN
soldiers, which thev find more appealing than the selt-
cons lously restrained and seemingly distant behavicer ¢
cadies Whieodre  cnscl o us of thelr high status or atraid

ot tiving up e the VO's ripid expectdtions Yet
there 1~ dtttle indication that the intormality and
frienaliness ot GVN troops imply sclicitude tor the
propies interests Nor, appareatly, do thev preclude

such untdesirable acts s petty thievery by the scldiers

and tne witadrawas ot GUVN protection
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Among the qualities that informants stress frequently
as distinguishing most cddres from the typicdl GVN
officials is the former's endeavor geauinely to communi-
cate with the people Rither than merely issue dand
enforce . rders thev will try te "explain' the contest and
rationdale of actlons, including the purpose of impending
operaticns, the reasons for past setbucks, the need for
burdens imoosed on villagers, and even the harsh judg-
nent > meted out by the VC,

In tostering 4 close rapport between its dgents and
the population, the Front exploits the Vietnamese' pro-
tcung tear of isolation.  Part of the strategy of playing
on this desire for closeness is the threat of popular
(1f stlent) disdppreval, of withdrawal of Front support,
and, worst of all, of 4 man's sepdration from his family
and clese friends It is alwdays accompanied by the
expifcit comuunication of the price of liberation frem

suct, 4 prospect.

vil [idr. EFFECT OF INSULT AND THE ROLE OF "CRITICISM'

he high sensitivity of the Vietnamese to dany form
of insult causes them, among other things, to be keenly
voncerned for the sensibilities of others In the gently
stratified society of the village, where the (lasses
mingle feadily and dare hard to distinguish by dress,
appearai e, and style of living, "arrogance’” is as great
1 vice ao cruelty, and serves to describe almost any
ibuse ot guthoritv,  The arrogant mav evoke memories of
early hueiliation by tyrannical fathers and . lder
brothers [ndeed, associaticons with a childheod cver-

shadowed ny fear of physical dand moral abuse sometimes
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become the overriding motive for joining 4 movement that
forswears the humilidation of others

S vulnerable a pride and ego mdy warrant drastic
action, including the changing of sides in wdar, to undo
injury to one's self-respect and restore dignity. The
case ot the man who burnt down his own house because in
his ausence his friends had abused it illustrdates the
extreres with which a4 Vietnamese (s capable of reacting
te a slipht. The Viet Cong's injunction agdinst fist-
fighting and similar expressions of impulsively hostile
behdviir within the ranks is most frequently violated in
response to an insult.  And most revealing is this remark
of a rallier about the dlleged rudeness of GVN officials:
"I wouldn't compldain if they beat us if we said something
that wasn't accurate, but I wish they would refrain from
cursing us."

I 1ts education of the cddres the Party spends much
effort on curbing rudeness, shouting, d4nd the use of buad
Finguaye, and stresses the importance of restrdaint even
in the issuance of threats A conslderable part of the
cadres' training is devoted to cultivdating refinement of
speech towdard comrades as well ds civilians, and learniny
to refrain from all expressions of hostility and even
trom physical, albeit nonhostile, horseplay.

Many informants have described the alleged dispo-
siticn of GVN agents to humiliate those at their mercy
Beating the weaker is said to be their most common habit,
an extension perhdaps of the tradition set by fathers and
landlords Though respondents admit that the VC, too,
resorts to the practice, they ippear to accept it more

readily from that source, for a beating by the VC tends
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to be related in the victim's or witnesses' eyes either
to a tangible offense or to an immediate and necessary
objective (such d4s prevailing on reluctant soldliers to
fight)

One aspect of the GVN agent's characteristic habit
of inflicting insult, in the opinion of mdny respondents,
1s his own violent response to slight. Front members who
hdve offended 4 person, it is said, are likely to toler-
dte a hostile reaction (if not actudlly to mdke damends)
4S d4 wdy to evening and easing the relationship. They
mdy even {invite his criticism, or ask him to attend a VC
self-criticism session

Being themselves opposed tc the use of insult and
violence in human discourse, the cadres are able success-
fully to exploit in their propaganda and recruitment the
GVN personnel's known drrogance and lack of manners To
mdany, the VC's respect for others is the major reason for
joining the Frent, just as a single Instance of a cadre's
contrdry behdvior has been known to proempt 4 mdn to rally
to the GVN

Against the ARVN's alleged practice of punishing an
offense without expldaining the ndture of the vffender's
error, the Frort i{s scrupulous dbout accompanying the
pendlevy with such a4 critical explanation. Indeed,
"criticism'" mdy itself become the scle punishment
Though oppesed to insulting 4ny man and thereby diminish-
ing his entire person, the cadres skillfully concentrate
on the specific offense or weakness, and their power and
reddiness tc expose dnd publicize it, thereby shaming the

guilety in the eyes of family, community, dand comrades

(even if sucihh exposure remdins confined to the

T—
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self-criticism session) serves 4s 4 useful deterrent to
transgressiuon  The principle of preventing future in-
fraction of the rules by publicizing those of the pdast is
illustrated dlso by the practice of criticizing the dead;
in one case the VC is reported to have expelled a4 mun

from the Party 4t his buridl service

VILI COERCING TO PERSUADE

The VC's avowed policy of receiving captives with
clemency and welcoming dnyone redady to be converted to
its side, including even still-active GVN dgents, is
supported by its practice of forcibly recruiting enemies
dnd re-enlisting defectors to the GVN (The Front may
even level trumped-up charges dgainst innccent persons
to make them appedr ds dantdgonists dand thereby justify
their forced recruitment.) The assumption is thdt the
conditivns of life shape 4 man's beliefs, and that, once
he has been caught in the VC net, persuasion -- either in
small, constant doses or in concentrated fashion --
supported by an effort to win his trust, will inevitably
lead to his conversion

Educetion, persuasion, and indoctrindtion dre credit-
ed with powerful feats, and both the persuader and the
persuided consider them indispensable tools. In any con-
test of political wills, for example, it is understood
that the degree of 4 man's political and general educa-
tion can be decisive; the man who first runs out of
drguments dutomdtically dccepts defedat and must submit
to the view of the other

A major part of the pattern of educdtion for conver-

sion is the enforced listening to the cadres' persudsion,
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with the threat of disdgreedble pendlties ensuring atten-
dance. In classical fashion, this indoctrination, like
the criticism sessions, relies heavily on monotonous
repetition, and any {nitidl interest of the listeners is
likely to give way to boredom  When boredom redches the
level of pain, complidnce becomes the tempting wdy to end
the crdeal, much as {t does after prolonged interrogation,
In uan area newly controlled by the VC, to "volunteer' is
known to be the only means of escdping protracted indoc-
trination, which, moreover, thredtens to take place at
re-educdtion centers in the mountdins -- a gloomy pros-
pect, particularly for the people of the plains, some of
whom liken it to forced labor. In sections where the
Front expects to exercise only temporary control, it is
less likely to invest in a major effort at indoctrination.
It may merely try to win friends by providing entertain-
ment nd pledsing the populdation in other ways

The cadres appdrently dre not unduly concerned dbout
the Jdanvers that may drise from people's resentment at
having been ccerced. Their fdith in repeated exposure
4s 4 medns ot persudsion is summed up in this stdtement
from 4 VC document: "After oppression, continued indoc-
trination should be maintained to let the POW. admit
our oppression was right.'" Thev are prepared, however,
for re-education te tdke time -- the more difficult the
conditions, the longer -- during which period the target
will remain inactive

Persudasion may be used dlso in conjunction with
plainly coercive devices (which actually leave a person
no alternative to following the VC), so 4as to make him

think, when he formally commits himself to the movement,
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that he is freely yielding to persuasion rather than
succumbing to force or trickery. In some, this illusion
coexists with an awareness of the reality, 4as is evident
from the daccounts of informants who sdid that they had
joined "partly becduse they wanted to and partly because
they were forced " h

Mdany targets of persuasion have expressed their

fascination with the cddres' adeptness at what is known

as "'sweet talk.'' Some hdve commented on the disparit;
between this persuasive skill and the manner of GVN
officials and ARVN forces who, with the exception of some
specidl propagdandd units, tend to have fdar less contact

f with the populdtion dand to make little attempt at per-
suasion. Emphasis on the art of ''sweet talk' and people's
susceptibility to it may help explain not only their
general partiality to the VC but also the exceptional

! “productivity' ot particular cadres.
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1. FORECASTS AND PREFERENCES

SECULARIZING THE MANDATE OF HEAVEN

lnterviewers sometimes dattempt to dscertain how

iewees feel about the possible outcome of the war.
Res, »5 to such queries often suggest that things dre
going well, that the movement's effort will be concluded
successfully.,

The usual answer does not seem to be that the South
will have "socialism,'" but rather that the VC will win,
whether the wdar be long or short, whether 1965 be decis-
fve or, 4s dany other yedr, simply ''the year for prepar-
ations for the coming years.”(l)

One factor, I would surmise, which makes the
Vietnamese Communists stress, even more than did the
Bolsheviks, estimates of outcomes rather than evaluations
of worth is the possibility of thereby infiltrating into
modern beliefs Confuclan ideas on the indicators of an
authority possessing a ''mandate of Heaven."

In this respect, however, the Pdarty cdan hardly dup-
licate in the mid-sixties its performance of the mid-
forties. It is the suddenness, rapidity, edse, and com-
pleteness with which one regime replaces danother that
raises the strongest presumption of Heaven's manJdate's
having been transferred. A case in point was the brief
"August revolution'" of 1945 thdat culminated in Emperor
Bao Dai's handing over the Great Seal to President Ho.
While the French conquest might dppear to have some
claim to legitimacy by virtue of the very weakness with

which it was opposed, the French return in the fall of

e N o —
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1945 wculd surely seem wrong in view of what had occurred
in the winter (the elimination of the French by the
Japanese) and then {n the summer (the effacement of both
the Japdanese and the Emperor by the Party). ''Just as the
Vietndamese had resigned themselves to cur rule,’ recalls
Paul Mus, ''the rules of the game," as perceived by them,
"required that we, in our turn, recognize the decree
putting in end to it." Thus "our relidble friends of
yesteryedr turned dgdinst us when we redppedred. in
1945: they were indignant becduse we vivlated the rule
which they had scrupulously applied.“*

1 have not been able to ascertain whether, twenty-
two yedrs later, a similar reaction does not obscurely
subsist 43 numerous governments {n Saigoun, mighty France
and mightiest Americd hdve been undble to subdue the
authority born tn the August Revolution

Whatever role Confucidan {deas pldy in the matter,
those interviewed may overtly derive thelr choices from
their predicticns, as the cadres might expect them to do.
Indeed, 4 direct connection between victory dand possession
of virtue mday be proclaimed ‘''We will," resolves a4 VC
agency, ''educate these people, and inculcate {n them the
f{dea thdt the Revolution will surely win the findal victory
su that they may become good people n(2)

Thus 4 conclusion pertinent to operdations emerges
The VC {s not simply 4 movement devoted to good, however
that value may fare in the world. To reduce the VC's
prospects of victory i{s, therefore, to diminish the power

of Lts {deas

*
Paul Mus, Viet Nam, sociologie d'une guerre, Paris,
1952, p 251.
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But, 4s Michael Arnsten has suggested, there mdy be
d polarization in this respect. Cddres may link the fate
of an enterprise with its worth: the just cduse cannot
lose, the Reveolution cannot die. They may strengthen
their belief in this by recalling how the Party, in the
country 4t large or in a certdin village, so often sank

to near-dnnihilation, only to rise again.

APPREHENSIONS OF FEAR AND DESPONDENCY

Just d4s an ageing Vietnamese peasant may keep with
him the coffin he expects to be buried in, VC fighters
are suppused tc repress or surmount fear of death, accept-
ing the glory of falling in battle At the same time
the Party's leadership seemingly dreads what would happen
if the cost and the vicissitudes of its "
fully faced.

"Each time my unit defeated the GVN forces,' a

struggle'' were

prisoner recalls, '"the people slaughtered pigs and catt.e
and prepdred a4 big feast for us. But {f we were defeated

(3)

they...didn't like us oune bit." Becduse the

Vietnamese pedasant's general beliefs may be determined to
a very high degree by his private perceptions, each local
and tempordry reverse mdy put into question that overdall
perspective on which the Party so decisively depends. The
same penchant, on the other hand, mdy have sdaved the
Communist movement in the South from being as much damaged
by events Iin the North as the West German KPD has been by
the Ed4st German SED. Even a rallier hostile to the VC may
decldare to the interviewer questioning him on matters
beyond his senses: "1 don't know anything about the

n (%)

Communist regime in the North, not having lived there.
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'an infcrmant recalls about

"When things were calm,’
the rural poor, "they liked the Communists a lot.'" But
4
when government forces attdcked the h. let, ''they cursed
”(3)

the Communists 4 lot. Such a hig! sensitivity of

pdartisdnship to damdage may, 4t least in the estimates of
the Party leddership, not be limited tu mere sympathizers
Hence the effort to divert attention awdy from distressing
subjects, to meet setbacks, even cdsudlties, with silence
dnd denidl -- a device which mdany agree tc be necessary
if catastrophic redctions to the truth are to be avoided
Some truths dre edsier to bear if authority does not
specify all their particulars. Thus "hardships,' which
one is proud to endure, concern nature and one's own
side (e g , separation from those one loves) rather than
the damdge one suffers from the enemy

The potentially distressing may even beccme exhiler-
ating! A young rallier of upper middle class origin
recalls 4 "reorientuation course'" for VC cadres from the
Delta w'o had to lead a life "'full of hardships' in the
jungle:

Befcre I joined. .they had studied the beaduty

and the riches of the jungle in Vietnam to make

the scoldiers like living in the jungle I myselt

found the jungle not beautiful at all. [ only

saw mosquitoes, jungle leeches, etc

. The counclusion pertinent for operations has of course
been drawn long d4go: the reluctance of cadres to admit
specific damage to particular people -- a reluctance
masked by the proud and bitter insistence on hardships

in general -- offers opportunities to opponents who cdn

appear d4s purveyors of the stark truth,

Ak MAEAC tsaiis.
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11 PROPER CONDUCT OF AUTHORITY AND
BENEFITS BESTOWED BY 1T
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INEQUALITY, POVZRTY, AND THE BAD OFFICIAL

It i+ often tdken for granted that poverty and in-
’

T

equality hive been the mainsprings of revolt in Vietnam,
though it then becomes difficult te explain why the in-
H ternal balance ~f nower in that ccuntry has for the last

twenty yedrs heen so much more fdvordble to the Communistis

than has been the cdse elsewhere in southeast Asid or,
for thdat matter, in the entire "underdeveloped" world
outside the "sicralist” soherve

Tou be sure, there is probably 4 substantidl medsurwc

of truth fn the widely accepted belief thdt poverty an

1 inequality were 4 necessdry condition for the Partyv's
rise and continued popularicy Poor farmers are, indee i,
better Jdisposed towdrd it than any cther group in the
population, and they receive favorable tredatment from the
cadres. 1t aay be, however, that Vietnam's expiosive
mixture resulte! from 4 combination of misery and exploi-
tation with opnressicn, the beating landlord flanked by

the beating tficial. (See Secticn VII )

Poverty and inequality dre not the most popular
explinations amcng ralliers and »risoners of war. If,
according to an informdant, it is because of "the villagers
that the Front hds beccme what it is today,"” one must act
forget that "the villagers didn't know anything about the
Front." But "they were dissatisfied with the way a cer-

n(6)

tain number of GVN (fficials behaved and less dis-

pledsed with the (adres they came to know. That is, what
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may first come tc¢ mind when one undertakes to judge un
dauthority is not its grand progrdam but the behdvior of
fts agents,

0f course many informants flatly affirm that the
civilian and military dagents of the GVN whom they had
occdsion tu cbserve were of impeccable conduct and were
liked by the people. While a4 significant fraction of
such statements dre made in gcod faith, ‘many of them must
stem from expedience -- in short from hypocrisy The
hypocrites together with the overt critics of the GVN may
well -- this {s my hunch, which as yet fdalls short of 4
testable hypothesis -- constitute 4 substantial majority
of the informants expressing themselves on the matter.

In relating rebellion te the duthorities' misconduct
rather than t. infquitous institutions, the informants
continue 4 Confucidn tradition "Where we say 'system,'"
notes Paul Mus, "the Far kast prefers to think of

‘virtue. Confucianism, c¢bserves Lucidan Pye, provides
a clear-cut 1nage «f the model authority, but not of
model "institutions

Propriety of conduct on the part of those in power
dppedrs to be not so much a4 matter of conferring benefits
(though, das [ shall recall, this daspect is nct absent
from the concent{ion of the ledder of the villuge council)
ds of avoiding the infliction of Jdamage.

It is in this context that [ should like tu restdte
the following puess: to the sympdthizers, supporters,
and the lesser caldres, the difference between the VC and

the GVN is ae than that between the attacker and the

defenfer ot 4 .ertain social order 1t is also the

difference petween unworthy and noxious men in power anl

"
Viet-*ac, p /8
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better men aspiring to replace them. (Had Vietnamese
Communism been largely an expression of discontent with
rural inequuality, it should, as Bernard Fall has ob-
served, hdave been weakest in the North and strongest in
the Scuth. The inverse reldationship has obtained ever
since 1945.)

several phenomena might be adduced to support this
view -- apart from Leon Gouré's finding that subjects whi
are generous in their prdaise of the VC frequently declure
that they had little dissdtisfaction with their socio-
econemic situation, or their hdamlet or class, prior to
joilning the awvement.

First, while the informants here quoted do not
hesitate to voice their hostility to the GVN, it is rare
for them to show much interest in 4 new socidal order. In
my «pinior - ne hedrs only infrequently that ''there were
some people wh ... liked the Front becduse the VC sdid
that the Front would transtorm scuth Vietndm into 4
socialist state.” What the term medans to the speaker
becumes evident when he refers to ''. .North Vietnam,
where o citizen could 4t least finish the seventh pgrade,
and the cadre could at ledast finish the eighth cor ninth
grade.”(7)

Correspondingly, the supreme proncuncements of the
VC daccord little place to socio-economic mdtters They
focus rather on pure politics but avoid ''revolutionary"
overtones. Ot course this moderation is studied Per-
haps discontent (4s estimated by the VC) with the socio-

econunic status gue is not much mere intense than the

fashicn 1n which the VC tries to exploit it

Tyt o




While the theme of the bad GUN official is not

especially featured in the pronouncements of the VC, it

{s of great importdnce {n encounters between the movement

The '"denunciation of crimes" may well
dships that

and the villagers
overshadow the complaints against the har
society imposes on the poor.

It is the Party's policies on land tenure, 1945 to

date, which furnish the most striking evidence for its

vdilable discontent.
that is ''the mdin

modest estimate of the 4

The matter concerns the peasantry,

*
force «f the Revolution.”  Has the Party recruited that

by catering to the land hunger of the rural
olution

"main force'

poor, by advocating and carrying out an instant rev

in the countryside, without any regard for the compensa-

tion of those expropriated? In other words, has 1t

adopted the stance to which the Bolsheviks owed their

ascent Lu power’
There are villages, or districts, perhaps even

provinces, where this did happen. But in many other

places, 1 have the impression that the Vietndamese Pdarty,

whenever not yet in possession of the State, has been

more moderate thdn the Mensheviki and Socidlist-Revolu-

tionaries were in 1917. Take, for example, the founda-

tion charter of the Front, the Ten Points of late 1960,

which outlines (in puint 4) a set of measures that in

some respects gou beyond, and in others fall short of

e enunclated and in process of realization under
..Farmers will be

thos
Diem: ''We will reduce land rentals..

guaranteed the right to till their present plots....

*
Vc-Nguyen-Giap, People's Wdr, People's Army, Prager,

New York, 1962, p 135
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Land reclaimed will be guardanteed to those whou reclaim
{t.. .Farmer ownership of ldnd dalready distributed will

be insured... By medns of negotidation and by paying an
equitdble .price, the State will purchdse land from land-
owners having more than a certain dmount of rice-fields,
the amount to be determined according to the land situ-
ation {n cach locality This land will be distributed to
landless or land-lacking farmers. The farmers receiving

the 1ind will nay nothing dand will not be bound by any

Evern when drastic measures were taken, they might be
incomplete:

Dic the Front kill the landlords and the rich
tarmers tn vour hamlet? .. They did chop o ff

ne lanilord', head, sdaying that the ldandlords
uppressed the pecple. But I don't know whether
thdt was the reason, . r whether they took per-
svonal revenge dpainst him, There were a4 tew
rich, reople suill living who had 4 couple of

AL Tes (83*

Behind this moderation is an assessmen’. ¢t the reld-
tive maynitudes of at least two facteors: the cost to
4]
potential beneficiaries of radical measures (the "poor

farmers'") and the return to those who weuld be losers or

made apprehensive ot loss ("rich farmers,” "landlords”

and -- lecisively -- "middle tarmers') The Party ledader-
ship, ¢ften in the tace of "ultra-left" mistdkes committed
by its unde:lings, has alwdys concluded that the level ot

discontent ameng the rural poor was low encugh, or their

control by the Party firm enough, to nake the return

named exceed tne (ost gqu ted

* q "
Eophiisis added,
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The Party leddership's calculation may well have been
14
correct. Radical medsures in the dgrdrian affairs of the
South may have been motivated more by the doctrinal zeal

of lower cadres than by the impatience of pedsants

In ny hamlet ..the Front said {t would give
land to the landless peasants. While I was

in that hamlet, 1 didn't see any evidence of
lan.! distribution. 1 had heard about it, but
I didn't see the Front implement it The vil-
lapers saird the Front had been chedating them
for a long while now. (9)

Mire trequently, and with convincing implicitness,

what is expressed {s the willingness to walt:

Wwhat were you told dbout the daims of the
Front’
They said that the aims of the Front were
te liverate the South, drive the Americdns out
bothe South, and distribute land te the neople
What wis the most fmportant aim from vour
peint o view?
I wias ;ocr, se when I heard them sd. that
thev would Jdistribute land to the people, when
the ~ iti wis liberated, 1 liked it tremendously, (luL)*

Sooample and cbvicus 1s that willingness to see gains
deferred thit the Party mdy exercise candor about the
estimated time at which the condition named will be ful-

filled:

Did vou tell the people when they would
receive their land?

We told them that would happen when the
country was unified.

Suppuse they ask vou when the unification
will come about; what do you tell them?

When we have driven all the Americans cut
of the country. .

Emphas i, adied,
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Did the people ask you when you thought
the Americans would be driven out of the country?
. .we tcld them it might take five or ten i
. T twenty yedrs. It might continue to the next
generation or the one after the next one (11)

It the potential beneficiaries of an agrarian revo-
luti.n are that pdatient, the Party may dispense with d4ll
specitications of the mement 4t which ft will gratity
them, (r even omit the promise altogether

Given the limits of the discontent to be fdaced, this
mdy be just the right thing to do. '"Whdat appealed to me
mest,' e<plains cne intormdant about the VC, "'was their
land-to-*he-farmers progrden.  Every farmer likes to have
land. ey baven't vet carried {t out, but it dappedls
te evelry .‘o-."lin ' be sure, But what the peasant mayv
really wans o not that the landlord disappear but that
he be o0 d, by cherce or force, not se much to own land

4s to be able 1w Tk, at redsondable veuts and with

encup’. tloe (o show foar his pains There (s, 1t seens,
P cegnett ey g toom botendney ot land drising trem
Lne oty ouse and lraiting the landlord's freedom i
L SE ST Ty t ot an the VO may, instead ot expropridti .
pruperty ¢ wealthy fdrmers, Induce them to rent more «t i

thelr 1 uo! to poor villagers, for example by preventing
them tr - 2iring iaborers

Unie: su n ocenditions, the {ded «f an agrarian rev. - H
lution @iy strike the Party a8 scmething to which the
rurdl masses have to be brought slewly and painfully.

After all, the pyramid ¢f income and wealth in the

typlcal village is rather flat. When 4 rare cutspoken

conservative damong the {nformants rejects VC equalfitarian-

fsm, ne 1llustrates it thus: "They sald that later all ]
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the wealth would be equally distributed; the families who
had 10,000 plasters would have tu share with those who had
only 5,000 pldstcrs."(13)
Such limited inequality and the failure of the "revo-
lution of expectations” to drrive in the countryside --
dt least prior to the massive dappedrdnce of Americdans --
mdake tor acceptance of poverty
Did your family have enough food?
Every yedar we lacked focd for three or
t.ur menths,
Why? Were you exploited? Were you dis-
satisfied..
We didn't have good crops. No one exploited
us. We weren't dissatisfied with anyone  Every-
one 1n my hamlet wds ds poor d4s we, Nou one had
au h land (1)
Indeed, it took the American intervention of 1965 to

mdxe the Party leddership reconsider the worth of attack-

ing "ricnh neasants” and "landlords.” "In the country,’
reported an intellectudl rallier in the fall of that year,
“"the VC have begun tu exhort people to recollect the
causes ot their poverty dnd enumerdte their hardships, tou
pave the wdy for 4 denuncidtion cdmpdaign dgdinst the
landlords n(13)
a4 VC prupagdanda cdadre who rdallied in the ldate fdall of 1465
reported about the early part of that season, "the chief
of my section dafter a meeting with his superiors let his
section members know the new line: 'After twenty yedrs

of fighting, the caa »s and the mass cdn't help being

bewi ldereJ . having erronecus ideas .. While the enemy

{s increas.ng alr and dartillery attacks, people hardly
understant us when we sday that we dare strong dnd the

enemy [s wedk Becduse of this we must restore their

"Before my dJdepdrture to Long An Province,"
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contidence und. .help them to have a clear view of their
enerny. he mass knows only that the enemy is imperidliso
and the (llegitimate authorities [GVN]  They don't know
yet that cur enemy 1s among us -- he is the landowner ...
Peasants have been fighting for land We must overthrow

rn(16)

the ldan'! owners and bring land to them Even then,

not all landlords were enemies:
Thev divi ded lindlords inte many categories:
e vacillatine landlords...whose land they
would borrow and promise to return in three
v four years, and the cooperative landlords,
wii we land they would buy with bounds, (17)
However, the turn to the left of 1965 soon fdiled

"At the veginning of 196b," a cadre recalls, 'the VC

plannet t - saspend efforts to 'win over the rural popula-

' tion' hecaase this campaign was desiygned to destroy the
landlor ds and the rich farmers . This is why they had t.
swit ot "tle three ldarge-scale movements' [the name of

| the nest urpaign] which encompassed all social clusses .

{

I The tastructors [in a4 recrlentation course) now urged us
te invate the landlords and rich farmers to dttend indoc-
trination o oursnes, 1 favor of which they were deprived
betore Lanidlords and rich farmers ..will be praised as

benefact rs «f the Front, who have contributed 4 lot to

_ . _ w(18
fes activities treom 196U to the present (8

Y ou said that this cdampaign wds a sub-
ietive error. Did the Pdarty admit this after
*he canpaiygn was over?

Yee,  When the Province Party Committee
and the orstrict Committee met they admitted
that at the resent time the situdation does
not permit a campaign of "winning over the
rurel o oulatien.” There must be 4 nativnal
rev lutooa firse.... (18)
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"There must be a4 national revolution first': the Bolsheviks
! in 1917 invented this strategy. Then a revolutionary

stance on land tenure made {t possible for the Party to
sefze power; now it {s the conquest éf power which will
render such 4 stance feasible. Locally, its premature
adoption may even lead to loss of power. And when agrari-
an revolution is undertaken, it {s, in Communist language,
"from above,' by a decision of whatever Party level,

rather than in conjunction with inftiatives '"from below,"

by "the masses’ themselves.

WHY SUCH INTOLERANCE FOR BAD AUTHORITY NOW?

Presumably the behavior of those in authority toward ﬂ

villagers has deteriorated since the beginning of the

French conquest.

The discontent observed by Gerald Hickey in the late
I fifties may have become progressively rarer: ''Wealth, in
most instances, mdkes the villager a more responsible mem-
ber of the soclety....The affluent are very active in the
political life of Khanh Hou... .They can afford the con-
siderable time and the cost of participating in village
affairs. He whu holds office Iin the Village Council must
be relatively free from farm responsibilities, and he also
must have dan outside income to permit periodic outlays of
his own money. Public figures are expected to make im-
pressive persondl cash and food contributions to village
celebrations and village projects, and they also must be
able to support themselves during the recurring periods
when there are f{nsufficient funds for village officials'’

salarfes."”

*Gerald Hickey, Vietnamese Village, Princeton, 1963,
pp 236-239.
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"There {s much truth,"” Paul Mhs affirms, "in the
picture drawn by conservacive‘Vietnamese nationalists ot
4 8itudtion in which the conscience of the village was
expressed by the notables, under everybody's surveillance.
...Everything happened among people who had lived together
for generdations....The judgment in a suit brought before
him invelved the village judge fully; there was no dis-
tance between the community and him "

But the French and then Diem fostered the withdrawal
of the rural notables from public affairs, reducing the
powers of the villaye councils, and burdening them with
the execution of pulicies resented in the countryside.

In the hamlets and villdages there multiplied -- also in
respunse to the Party's activities -- officials appointed
from abcve and afdr, not responsible to their wards, not
recrufted treom amony them, of little public spirit, badly
pald And tor these various reasons they hdve been less
inhibited by consclience, shame, or fear from committing
abuses, unore Jdriven to them by need, greed and lust, mcre
neglecting aund intlicting thdn cdring for and bestowing,
as the notdble had to be Thus, as Michdel Arnsten has
pointed out, Sdigon's early reaction (after 1954) to the
Party may hdve set in motion a vicious circle «for Safgon)

While officials were perhdps acting worse, villagers
were probibly becoming touchier; why, is fdr from fully
knowni  The very improvement in rural standards of living
(:ften noted by "regrounees” becoming ''returnees’'’) may
have had this effect. The serlous attempts of VC cadres
to behave properlv (see Section 1V) dare apt to have
raised people's demands toward their (methodically de-

nounced and even defamed) rivals. The reduction in the

*
Viet-Nam, p 13,
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legitimacy, power, and prospects of Bao Dai and his suc-
cegsors mdy have had something to do with changes in re-
actions towdard their local representatives.

That connection can be exa;gerated. "After each
sweep operation by the ARVN," recalls an informant about
his hamlet, "the VC cadres organized a study session.
They used damage caused to the villagers so as to incite
hatred against Americans 4and Diem, but not very success-
fully. The villagers didn't go far into the matter; they
dalways blamed the units or the individuals for their acts
Sometimes they said the Americans and Diem didn't tell
their soldiers to rob the people's poultry, only the
soldiers behaved badly.”(lg)

villagers will blame Saigon for the grievances they suffer

More frequently, it seems,

at the hands of Saigon's representatives. On the other
hand, as nouted dbove, loss of respect for the center ren-
ders {ts local representatives more vulnerdble, as Paul
Mus noted during the wdar with the French: 'The peoples
moulded by Chinese civilization are {n ordinary times
[when the supreme authority appears to continue enjoying
the mandate of Heaven) disposed toward coming to terms
with abuses committed by local officials...though not
without denvuncing them: petitions for redress submitted
to higher duthority were customary. . But when a virtue
(Westerners would say, a system) seems spent, and danother
one {s perceived d4s redady to replace it . ..intolerance re-
places patience. Until then, everything was endured.

Now nothing mcre can be suffered This is how the civic

morals of the Far East, usually more relaxed than ours

T E—
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with regard to the abuse of power...suddenly become in-
trdnsigenc.”*

From all of which a conclusion pertinent to operdtions
follows: competing with a vigorous rebellion, a precarious
authority should be concerned with respect for the people's

dignity at least as much as with the level of their income.

N e

*
Viet-Nam, p 27
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II1, THE STRUGGLE AGAINST INDULGENCE

"The predilection of some insurgent leaders for
either brandy or girls," suggests Sir Robert Thompson,
""can provide plenty of scope for psychological warfare
experts and officers. One political commissar in Malaya
made...the.. . remark: 'The only way to liberate women is
to loosen their trouser belts!'“* A rallier might have
given the opposite advice as he disconsolately recalls
how "the VC told me that people living under the GVN
regime had all become scoundrels, ruffians, and gamblers.
Under the Front regime, everybody had to be clean, honest
and hgrdworking ...Since I was a gambler, I was forced to

1 (20) ”WHen times are ordinary,' Paul

work for the Front
Mus points out, "disinterestedness, conspicuous poverty,
an agscetic life and a physiognomy expressive of it have
low propaganda value The kind of virtue which in popu-
lar conception belongs to the cycle of fire, penitence
and purification then yields to another system.. that of
abundance and normalcy . In Viet-Nam the si{lhouette of
power in 4 pericd of stability is the opposite of emaci-
ated The Chinese character yuan, medning 'round’
designated things respectable, particularly the manddrins

But & contrasting virtue.. .presides over revolutions."

Ho i8s opposed to Bao Dai as ''the sharp angle of the flame"

is opposed to "'the 'roundness' and plenitude of water."
"If a man had guilty relations with women, he would

be punished 1f we drank and sang, we would be

*
R K. G. Thompson, Defeating Communist Insurgency,
Chatto & Windus, London, 1965, pp. 94-95.

**paul Mus, Viet Nam, p 28

Preceding page blank
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d.”(21) Thus runs a characteristic report of an

criticize
informant about his VC unit, an account difficult to match
from the files of the government's armed forces.

Fighters, it seems, not infrequently defend their
right to pleasure loudly and elaborately, and to little
avail

And the cadres extend the fight against pleasure to
the populdation at large The question, ''What were the
village guerrilla's missions?" may elicit, in part, this
answer: ''They kept an eye on the villagers to see if they
took to gambling for money or cockfighting, which had been

n(22) In short, 'the guerrillas

n(23)

prohibited by the Front
dcted as if they were fathers of everybody. Infuri-
ating, but also impressive.

Consciously the cadres do not admit that they may
be seeking and imposing virtue whgn thwarting the senses.
They rather allege, in the Bolshevik manner, the existence
of a "Who [will annihildate] whom?'" relation between work --
for the Party -- and the natural man.

The cadres seem -- on good and conspicuous grounds --
preoccupied with whether such 4 relation does not 4also
exist between dedication to the Party and devotion to the
family. The best fighter is the one who hdas no worries
dbout how his family fares without him. Family will
neither weigh him down with obligations nor lure him with
comforts nor absorb his affection. Ho Chi Minh {s a
bachelor. Hence, what the Party desires, without alwdys

daring to press for it too hard, is a cadre's ''clean

break' with his family (which will, to be sure, ultimately

benefit from his wurk for "'the people’):
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Why do you think your brother was fully
indoctrinated?

Whenever he came home, he did not care
about family problems His thoughts were only
for the werk . of the Front. (26)

"Being {n the Communist ranks,”" a rallier may recall with
dismay, "'is almost like being a priest....In the GVN
people think of their families first before their coun-
try I knew I couldn't live with the VC, because it is
natural that 4 man must think of his family first."(3)
But do ng that, and, to boot, being concerned with what
one's fami{ly thinks, may entail forsaking the Party:

Who convinced you to rally most strongly?

My mother.. .She argued that I had served

the Front for yedars, and that it wdas now time

to come back to the family (25)

Hence the Party's attempt to hdave cadres renounce family,
and its half-way effort to {mpede,contdacts between mem-
bers of its drmed forces and their families. In multiple
and varying ways d4n dttempt is made to find the point
where the sum of damage from dllowing such contacts and
from obstructing them is 4t 4 minimum.

On the other hand, {1 the Party's {deal world the
families who have members connected with {t will become
and remdin devoted 'VC fanilies" (responding to the
argument thdt their menfclk's welfdre depends on their
support to the movement):

Were they [the villagers, glad to see
you [the VC] around?

Fami1tes who had children working for
the Front often helped us; they gave us

things to edt, for example. Families who
had no one serving the VC were indifferent, (26)
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But for all that, the children and husbands thus fondly
remembered and indirectly helped should not be deflected
from serving the Party alone. The cadres, [ would guess,
are preoccupled by the incidence of reactions such as
that of the infurmant who, when queried, ''What did you
think of the local government officials?" responds, ''In
fact, my relatives hadn't been arrested or mistreated, so
I didn't have any bad feelings toward the GVN."(27) It
is the feared prevalence of such orientations which seems
te call for 4 ''clean break" with the family

But the worth to the Pdarty of such a stance should
not be reduced by the emergence, within the movement, ot
intimate ties between peers other than those fostered by
the Party itself (mainly, the three-man cell). Close
friendships, where they are not expected, have deleteriocus
effects and dare to be strenuously forbidden.

* k F k ¥ K

y ] E

When a4 loyal subject of the Northern regime is
queried, '""What do you think about your Uncle Ho?" the
immedidate answer is that '"he isn't working to foster his
personal interests, but the interests of others.”(zs)
And when informants respectful of the VC or even uncon-
verted hard core talk about VC motivations, be it on
upper levels or their own, it {8 not rare to find personal
motives mixed with sheer attachments to the cause.

Correspondingly, the Party, in {its recruitment,
selection, and training by no means avoids appeals to

personal interest. The rationale for preferring persons

of lower-class origin over individuals from upper strata

as cadres i{s not only that class determines conscloussness,
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but also that there is harmony between personal and Party
interest in the former case, conflict in the latter --
where personal concerns are likely to win.

These, however, are aspects of the Party's conduct
which {t is eager to obscure. For "everybody's ambition,"
affirm two authorities on traditional Vietnam, ''was to
merit the title of quantu, that is, gentleman...and to
escape the designation of tieu-nhan, that of a vulgar man
seeking his own dadvantage in all mnttersa"* "In periods
of crisis,' observes Paul Mus about traditional beliefs in
Vietnam, ''manifest signs of one's being disinterested...
carry great divinatory power [permit ascertaining that
here are the future rulers).''#w¥

Hence the Party endeavors in a variety of modes -- by
allegation, but also by conduct -- to present itself as
nobly disinterested, and its enemy as basely self-
regarding.

It is the VC which allegedly steels itself to, or
even thrives on, hardships, which are stressed as much as
damage is denied, and then used to justify demands on the
population.

"The subject,” an interviewer comments on a prison-
er,(zg) '""'said he would never work for the VC again, and
he promised to move his family to a strategic hamlet when
he 1s released. If life would be too hard there, he would
have his 18-year-old son join the ARVN to support his

family." Soldiering for the government may be a means for

*
Pierre Huard and Maurice Durand, Connaissance du

Viet-Nam, I. M. Primerie Nacional, Paris, 1954, p. 85.
ek
Viet-Nam, p. 339.
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increasing one's family's income, while fighting for the
VC is more apt to reduce it; it is for the future after
victory that rewards are promised. There is no pay for
the fighter which could be bestowed on the family, and no
privileges enjoyed by the latter on account of having a
delegate in the armed forces There are only undertakings
to compensate families for intolerable losses of pro-
viders -- promises often, it seems, unfulfilled -- and
even additional burdens The non-combatant members of a
family should add sacrifices of their own to those of its
fighters (e.g., paying taxes punctually and fully), so as
to enjoy the informal honor of being a "Front family."
But what about the privileges enjoyed by those above
the rank-and-file in the VC? ''The guerrillas,' one in-
formant remembers, "had to mount guard so that the cadres

 (30)

could take tea quietly. "You would be criticized

for the least little thing if you were not a high-ranking
cadre. 1 never saw a high-ranking cadre criticized e
But statements of this sort are surprisingly rare. The
majority view is that '"cadres haye to be the best men in
their section by slaving all day to set a good example
for the rest of the Front members. Only by slaving all
day can they be in a position tc criticize the other cell
members and to force the others into working hard, just
like a locomotive pulling the cars ..Party members. .die
before the people, and enjoy fewer privileges than the

n(32) According to another rallier, "Party mem-

people.
bers...must know when to go ahead to sacrifice themselves
for the good of the other men. They had to undertake all
the difficult jobs before other men. Suppose a unit was
engaged in a battle, the Party members had to go ahead

and lead the men through the enemy's fire,"(10)
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When a cadre arrogates undue privileges to himself,
it is apparently far from certain that he will get away

with it:

Did the fighters in your platoon respect...
the platoon's leader?

They didn't respect him because he was
greedy. ..

Please explain.

During the march he always ate more than
the fighters. He always wanted the best of
everything. During the march, the moment the
cook finished cooking the rice, he ate it,

He ate it betore us, su that he could eat
more than his usual ration,...He was a cadre
and yet he was greedy....(33)*

There thus emerges an apparently widely held concep-
tion of the "interested'" GVN and the ''disinterested' \C,
precisely what the Party has aimed at. When questioned
about the conduct of GVN forces in his village, a rallier

readily admits that 'they were nice to the people,' but
adds that 'most uf them were very afraid of death. They
said that they were just waiting to get paild each month,
and that they were in no mood to fight.”(B)

Both prisvners of war and ralliers apparently feel
that it will please their interrogators if they express
a dislike for the hardships of life in the VC, exalt the
comforts enjoyed by the government's forces, and show a
preference for abundance over austerity, for safety uver
sacrifice.

What were the reasons for your rally?
I could no longer endure hardships, 1
rallied in order to find better living.(3%)

*
Emphasis 4added.
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The point, again, is not that these were 'the reasons,’
as one would expect them to be for a large fraction of |
ralliers in any situation resembling the one in South
Vietnam. The point is rather that this reaction, which
the VC would condemn, appedars to those who display it as
ove which will not sheck or incur the prejudice of the
GVN. They thus subscribe to the VC's holier-than-thou ]
attitude towdrd its opponent.

As to ralliers in particular, there thus exists an
important type of unconverted defector who has not sub-
stantially changed his view of the VC at large in an un-

favorable sense. He has merely given in to what he him-

self regards as a weakness with regard to "hardships'; or
he has acted fror rage which a specific injury or insult
inflicted by a particular superior has unleashed in him
(see Section VII).

The dsymmetry between cuonceptions -- realities? -- of
the VC and the CVN which 1 have sketched finds striking
expression in current images of the respective leaderships.

What did you think of the GVN...when
you were with the Front?
I thought that the GVN leaders onl
think of their individual Privileges.(3§)
Having observed that in times of crisis manifest signs
of one's being disinterested carry great divinatory power,
Paul Mus, speaking in the early fifties about Bao Dai's
regime, notes that 'this point works against our enter-

prise.' For while the charge of selfishness against that
establishment was widespread, ''accusations of this kind

have never been made agiinst the enemy ‘leaders.'" When
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one considers ''the country's characteristic sensibility, "

} . . . ¥
he concludes, ''the import of this remark is fearsome."
p

®
Viet-Nam, pp. 339-340.
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1V. '"'STUDYING'" AND "ACHIEVING'

Asked to indicate whether GVN propaganda is effective,
an intellectual rallier specialized in persuasion notes
that the government's staffs, not being dedicated, '‘work
not as cadres but as officials.”(lb)

A cadre transforms himself so as to change the world.

"I, the undersigned, Vo Van Be, 28 yenrs old, pro-

tationary Party member,'' gues a characteristic application
for full membership, "have the following strong and weak
points:

"I. Strong points:

.. .Have always had a peaceful mind when
accomplishing official missions...'(36)

""Peace of mind" is the absence of dismaying sentiments,
such as fear or dejection, which would interfere with activ-
ity (see Section I, p. 3) "All [youth] group members,"
notes a VC document, '"'felt secure....As all of them had

peace of mind, they achieved and overfulfilled requirements

set forth by group resolutions....No comrade was de-
pressed »(37)
But everybudy was also "enthusiastic': 'The relation

between officers and soldiers,' observes Giap, ''between
higher and lower echelons, between one branch [of the armed
forces) and another, 1is...based on...class love....Our
officers and men have loved each other just like blood

brothers.... But bonds of affection must never cross

lines of organization (see Section II1I),.

If fervor -- perhaps so as to make sure the overcoming
of rancor -- be a necessary condition ,for successful working
l
* ' v ! Y ®)
Peuple's war, Pe ple's Arev o opp. 120120,

Preceding page blank
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together, 'hate'' too plays a role, as Lucian Pye has noted
for the Chinese Party, and Douglas Pike for the Vietnamese
Communists. Hating the enemy, I make sure that I do not
hate myself, that I do not succumb to sadness.

"'Since we both have the same ideal of exterminating
(38)

the enemy,' as the writer of a letter puts it to a
friend, internal bickering must be avoided. With the help,
to be sure, of another outlet for hostility: mutual
"eriticism,'" confined to "sessions'" and controlled by
cadres; sessions which, on the one hand, drain off quarrel-
someness, and, on the other hand, may be used to combat
it, as well as employed for settling quarrels, which have
nonetheless erupted:

Our team conducted kiem thao sessions every

day. 1 was often criticized for quarreling

with the other girls. Tam Van presided over

these se?gions, and taught us to love one
another. (39)

Nor does the cadre conduct disputes w~ithin himself.

'"" recommends

(40)

"Avoid...expressions such as 'may or may not,
a VC document. ''Doubt should be rooted out."

To the question '"What did the fighters do when they
did not have to fight?'" the proper answer is: 'They

d.”(al) A rather considerable amount of time is

studie
devoted by all kinds of personnel to ''studying,'’ which
may mean anything from being put to sleep by the inter-
minable drone of the instructors, to real specialized
training and retooling.

One ''studies' doctrine as well as details of the next,

or the last, battle; one 'studies'" the decisions which have

been ''sent down' to one's level, and which it needs skill
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to understand as well as to make understood. ''He was
very intelligent and talented,” a hard-core lower cadre
reminisces about his corpany commander. ''He understood
all the documents sent down from above and could summaricze
them for our benefit. When the high echelons sent down
some directives for our units to tollow, he was the man
who explained them to the mumhvrs.”(éz)

The cadre is thus the successor to the Contucian
master, one of the big tour (heaven, king, master, 1a(hcr)*
who may reward virtue in a naster's fashion:

Did yuu get any comrmendation while serving
in the Fruont?
No. But a ccomrade in my unit got one for

his high fighting spirit. He was rewarded by

the plat.oon leader, who gave him a fountain

pen and a nutebock, (™
-- which recalls 'the four precious things' of the student
in traditional Vietnarm: ink-well, ink, paper, and brushes,

Much pleasure is derived by new members of the Party
from coming to know more -- through their superiors' dis-
closures -- and, particularly, learning about everybudy's
future earlier than pecple outside.

The rewards from '"'studying' are many. ''Cleverness
and flexibility," notes a VC docurent, "do not originate
from genius but fror retlection,..; therefore we should
constantly ltudy,”“A progressively dcquiring insight

and, hence, skill from the intellectual treasure ¢f the

Party, "'the most intelligent organization {n the world,”

*
Conndissdnce du Viet-Nam, p. 85.

ik
Ibid.
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(5)

as a perceptive rallier notes. "When Party members
go to study sessions, they are helped.. .The people
respect them; the people...consider non-members d4s not
very advanced....lf someune does something stupid, the
Party member criticizes him.”(as)
Recalling that a4 "scientific method" is necessdry to
"make the Revolution,” 4 VC document reminds its redders
that "the revolutiondry mission” consists of "five steps,”
of which the first is "investigdation'": '"Before doing
anything.. importdnt or not, we should seek to understand
the work we dre going to do That is investigation.”" As
the saying gees: "Know your enemies and know yourself --

n (46)

one hundred battles, one hundred victories. In

fact, according to 4an informant, an ordindry man, ''When

the VC told you tu do something for them, they hdd

studied it. They knew you well."(47)

Proper studying leads to precise positions "They

only had 4 vapue idesa about enemy and friendly forces,"

reports 4 VC document about 4 hapless unit; "therefore

n(48)

they were easily demoralized. "Su, please consider

his case,' 4 VC officidl urges 4 superior, "dand take a

clear-cut attitude toward him, becduse so far we do not
have dany definite attitude toward him."(ag)
Precision is obtdined by clussification, a powerful
tool with a4 Confucian background. Speaking about hostile
elements, 4 VC document characteristically declares: "It
is our responsibility to classify them by type and to re-
educate them dccordingly."(z)
Classificdation, in turn, invclves 4 whole series ¢f

sub-categories, whether they be the "five' steps of the

revolutiondary mission quoted dbove ur the "four"
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fundamental goals tor 1965 (a full enumeration would fur-
nish dozens of sets).

Investigation and classification prepare the way
for planning. Affirming that 'we have the necessary con-
ditions to overcome all difficulties in our country,"
Truong Chinh in 1947 asserts that 'we only require' a tew
things, among them ‘'that our people establish plans for
every task.”*

’
Proper planning results in quite specific objectives:

What did you do during the reorientation
session [of 19697

I had to study the new mission of the
Party Chapter....We were given specific ob-
jectives...tor the next year. These targets
were divided into quarterly objectives. For
exanple, during the first quarter, the Party
Chapter right be respensible for recruiting
100 youths for military service; or, in
military proselytizing, it would have to
plant five or ten penetration agents; or...
it might have t. destrouy so many soldiers,
and so on. There would also be directives
pertaining to how many Party members would
have to be recruited during the coming year,
how many Association members, and so on. The
Security Section would be told hiw many dos-
siers it would have to compile jsicl....
After this...the tarpets tor each hamlet
would be broken down into taggots for each
settlement in the hamlet,

To the question asked of a member of the Local Force,
" . . . , .
Did your unit ever enpage in an operation without study-

10(12)

ing or practicing it?" the answer is ''Never. "Gen-

erally speaking,' notes a VC docurent, ‘we never conduct

*
Truong Chinh, The Resistdnce Will Win, Foreign

Langudages Publishing Houde, Hanoi, 1360, p 162,
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unprepdred dttacks”(aa)-

- a refusal which, 4s has been
noted, may transtcrm into a virtue an incapacity to im-
provise when surprised.

Practicing, whether for an attack or a musical per-
formance, can never be omitted:

What made you decide tou rally, besides
the shelling?
...I juined their [VC] entertainment

group in order to have time to help my

family make a living. But they kept making

@g pfactgce ny guitar. What a waste of

time.

The Party speaks of '"the four 'quicks' and the one
'slow': advance quickly, clear the battlefield quickly,
withdraw quickly -- and prepare slowly."

The length «f time spent in preparation may lull the
enery into a false belief in one's weakness. 'We are
always taken in," notes Paul Mus during the war with the
French, 'by this alternation ot vivid movement and seering
passivity, false immobility. At the very sonent when the
crisis of December [19] 1946 in Han i was being prepared,
...one of our military experts affirmed to me...that after
the 'lesson' of Haiphong |[November 20, 1946] the Viet Minh
had collapsed, that it would not react anymuru.”* But
what 1is happening during such a pericd may be merely
another manifestation of the Party's resolve to avoid a
traditional overestimation of one's own forces, combined
with a reliance un supernatural help: 'When a fortune-
teller at Southern fairs, presenting himself as the

celestial emperuvr Phan Xich Long, attempted an insurrecticn

*
Viet-Nan, p. 325.
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f with asser bliay

in Saigon in 1916, he c.ntented himsel

against us uvne hundred peasants ar-ed with sabres, and

another thousand equipped with arulets: the spirits ot

raging wind and torrential rain were to decide the battle.

But now, a VC document hints, it is to be the eneny's 1ot

to destruy the ettect ot his beiny Psteony by becorming
“"careless.

Careful actin is conduct conforr.ing precisely t

lan. A propagandist recalls how he and returnee cadres
pag

used to enter houses in his village at night:

In every harnlet the returnee cadres did ndt
operate by ther.selves, but had to work side-
by-side with the local cadres like ryselt.
In ry own case the returnee cadres never
talked tu the viilagers, but always let ne
do the talking. 0Ot course, theyv always
coached me on the sort of thing to be said
tc the villagers and 1 had to say exactly
what they wanted o t.....They indoctrinated
me until I could repeat their pr.pavanda
talk as fluently as they. 1 never told the
villagers thinps that were even dipghtly
different, fir it 1 did, 1 would be inne-
diately criticiced,

After all, 1s an stensibly riner infraction, in the

reality ot the war and, even more so, 1R VC perception,

not apt to have devastat ing sequels! "] was criticisced

twice since juining the Front,"” recalls an intormant.,

"The first time happened when 1 atter pted to escape,

was arrested right away.
he criticized me for letting to

but

The political cadre criticized

me. ...The second tire

much smoke go up in cooking rice, bhe feared that enery

*
Ibid., p. 25K.
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1(52) Was the second

aircraft might detect the target.
misdemeanor not more dangercus to the Party than the
first crime?

The new epoch is that of Cong, '"which means common
action. No more reunions for sacrificing tu spirits,”
which have proved their imputencu.* There r.ust be a
maximum of action,

"The troops,’ recalls an informant, "never have a
moment to rest: study sessions, production of food and

..(53) In the VC, says one of the

fighting all day lung.
few ralliers who have been placed in gainful employment
by the GVN, ''one day's work is one day's work; there is
no such thing as working two hours a day and dreaming
the rest of the Limc.”(SQ)

"With the GVN," ancther infurmant remarks about
doing duty in the place ovne lives, 'each ovne tuok his turn
to stand guard in the hanlet, so one cculd rest three vr
four consecutive days. With the VC one had to work every
night., If it wasn't standing guard, it would be digging
a shelter, and so Un'”(SS)

Any delay may have fatal consequences and is a mortal
sin:

We were told that if we were one minute late

in our work, the sufferings of the people

would last one hour longer,

"If a man does not do his utmost,' the cadres will
demonstrate, and ''the South Vietnamese people will have to

shed more blood for the Revolution, For instance, a

*
Ibid., p. 261.
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Propaganda and Training cadre is sent to a district to
convene a meeting of local cadres to explain to them the
policy line of the Front. Since the local cadres live
separately and far from each other, it takes the Propaganda
and Training cadre six days instead of three [sic] tu com-
plete his mission. So, during the orientation sessions
[one of the types of criticism sessions] this Propaganda

and Training cadre examines what he has done, and admits

N, P

that if he had gone to the house of each local cadre tv
invite them to the meeting [and given his explanations

g only once], he could have accomplished his task within

i

three days. Then a member of the section specialized in
training analyzes the cadre's action and concludes that...
if he had accomplished his tasks within three days, the
directives would have been forwarded to the district, to
the villages and to the people three days earlier. This
means he has wasted three days' labor and contributions
of the peuple, and that the South Vietnamese people, be-
cause of this delay, have shed blood uselessly for three
days. This kind of criticism could drive the cadre to
tears.”(32)
Hence rapidity is of the perfect cadre's very
essence:
What was the morale of the VC troops?
They had pood morale.,
...what was the sign of good morale? ;
They walked fast and vigorously. They ]
looked majestic [sic|. Even though they 3
were barefoot, they walked very fast, They
weren't slow and tired like those on our

side, ’
Do you mean by this .the ARVN suldiers?
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No...I mean b; that the way people like
you and me walk,(37)

One must go to the limit of one's forces -- and

beyond:

Some people were exhausted and fell
asleep, while attending meetings. They were
severely criticized, It had not been the
same with the GVN, who, in such cases,
allowed the people to go out and get a
bottle of beer or something to dr%nk. It's
very hard to live with the vc!(58

There is a reluctance to exculpate one who has failed.
When activity is impressively extolled, prohibiting

it may become a punishment. 'For three months,' recalls

a member of a VC unit, "I was under disciplinary measures.

I was released from duty, relieved of my gun. I spent all

the days doing nothing, just eating and sleeping.”(lz)

To execute a task is to achieve. 'Today I write to

you, and I wish you the best of health and performances,

n(59)

so as to attain many more achievements. More specif -

ically, ''the purpose of this letter is but to wish you

good health and that in the Front lines...you.,..will be

n(38)

the winner of the prize for killing enemies. Perhaps

as a VC document asks, ''an

4
effective way to score merits by killing the enemy”:(bo)

you will succeed in "finding,'

you will be a combat hero.

Did the men in your village respect...
the VC fighters for their bravery?

Yes, some young men in my village
admired the fighting spirit of the VC
because of constant VC propaganda on this
subject. Whenever the Front won a battle,
the VC organized a...meeting of all the
people during which they pinned medals on
the fighters. They...built up the cult of
the...Combat Heroes.

= o
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Did the villagers hear about the heroes of
the ARVN?

No. The young men in the village never
heard anything about the ARVN heroel.(61)

| After action comes 'studying' one's '"experiences,' which ;
takes much longer than having them. Here is a simple !
fighter, formerly with the Hoa-Hoa and Binh Xuyen: i

| ' What did you do after the battle?

We spent one month studying our experiences;
that is, studying our strong points and our weak-
b nellot With the VC you had to study all the
] time, 82)
|
;

And here a cadre:

After each big battle, the battalion had
to withdraw...for reorientation. If the battle
had been won, the cadres praised the men....

If the battle had been lost...the men had to

be educated for two months in military training
as well as in political training. The leading
cadres had to attend kiem thao sessions which
lasted at least one or two weeks, Sometimes
they lasted for three weeks, especially if
there was a dispute between the cadres as to
whose fault had caused the failure. (63

The Party opposes not only a tendency towards taking
it easy, but also a disposition to waste resources --
including oneself -- as well as a tendency to suddenly
drop an enterprise in which one is engaged. Subduing
such penchants, the cadre should, like the Confucian sage, ﬁ

be ''constant {n his sentiments...truoc-san (after as

*
before)."  Such constancy, however, is owed only to

*
Connaissance du Viet-Nam, p. 85.




the Party and its members, and not to just any ordinary
human being. While ''the sage must abstain from hating
what he has loved, from harming those to whom he has been
good,”* the cadre must in his conduct towards anybody be
capable of any brusque shift which may be required in
the Party's interests,

At the same time the cadre and the Party should be
able to suffer any number of alternations between near

triumph and near disaster:

When did the Front enjoy the most popular
support in Hoi Cu village, and when did {t
have the least popular support?

From the end of 1960 to the end of 1961
the Front enjoyed the most popular support
in Hoi Cu village....Each night there were
demonstrations, and the villages that were
close to each other resounded with the sound
of drums and wooden fish, The people in
these villages met every night, and shouted
slogans and so on....Each night the people in
Hol Cu village felt all worked up and enthu-
siastic, because they could hear the sound of
drums and wooden fish, shouts of demonstrators
and gunshots in Hoi Thanh and Hoi My villages.
Starting in 1962 the people's support of the
Front began to slip. The Front movement
weakened little by little..,..The GVN destroyed
the Front forces, only five or six Front
fighters were left, and they had to withdraw
to the fields....In the wmwiddle of 1963 the
Front regained its strength...[and) once more
destroyed the GVN grip....The Front was strong
until about June 1965. Now it is weak again....
The Front dgain lost its strength....(18

ibid,
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V. COERCION AGAINST 'CRUELTY"

GVN personnel are often accused of inflicting severe
and wanton damage. This charge i{s seldom made against the
VC. It may be that agents of the GVN {nflict damage to
assuage the frustration generated by their enemy's elu-
siveness. Allegedly the GVN -- this, again, {s rarely
advanced about its opponent -- may, sober or not quite
that, strike, with hazy perception or blindly, just what
is at hand, for the sake of striking. More frequently
than for the VC, it may seem impossible to discern the
GVN's motive for doing this. Anybody, so it may appear,
might become a target right now (or never).

Even when the GVN's reason for violence has some
merit, tne action that one would normally follow in justi-
fication of the violence may not occur. Take this expe-
rience of Denis Warner's:

We had been going for twenty-four hours,

when we sat down to dinner in the official

residence of Colonel Le Van Thuoc, Chief

of Vin Long Province {n South Vietnam..

"You think now that we are brutal,' said

my Vietnamese host....'You extracted in-

formation by brutality and did not act

on it," I said....Those among the tor-

tured VC who said they had guns always

insisted they had buried them back at the

village. But no one thought of going

back to luok. It was too far, or too

late, or perhaps just not worthwhile.*

In contrast, the VC seem eager to deny that their

feelings have anything to do with the damage they intlict:

*
The Last Confucian, New York, 1963, pp. 17 and 25.
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How did they [the six hamlet guerrillas]
behave toward the people?

Usually they had nothing against you and
would let you live in peace, but once you did
something they disapproved of, then they had
to carry out the punishment, At the same time
they assured you that they had nothing against
you persoually,.

For the VC seems to be more seriously afraid than the GVN

ot penchants to abuse power, which, of course, does not

mean that the latter is entirely lacking in that concern,
nor that the former is perfect. But asked 'what did you
learn in the political course?" an {nformant may pertinently

recall: 'We learned about the Worker,' a figure which can
be the more readily idealized the less present {n the |
movement he {s. ''He does not abuse power; he does not !

think of his personal JomBoE tht O

Having already
""learned' about the latter (in Section I1I above), let us
here «onsider the tormer, which will recur in subsequent
sections dealing with {nstruments of power other than the
infliction of damage.

There are, of course, as [ just indicated, reports
about the VC such as this:

There was no such thing as justice in the
unit. Some fighters were severely disciplined
for a little mistake, while others could get

away with a big crime, because they had connec-
tions with the high cadres. (63)

But not only are they rare, and not only does the
Party leadership seem apprehensive of bad reactions by
those unjustly damaged. I would also surmise that the

Party fears to abuse its power lest doing so might affect

‘.lIlllIIlIIllllIlllllllllIllllIlllll'lll"'ll'lll"""""""""""
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the very spirit (often masked by the insistence on viewing
everything as a means to the end of total power) from
vhich the cadres are drawing their strength -- a spirit

of righteousness. Hence there has been much concern in

the Party with 'the principle of 'virtuous behavior towards

w1 (66) (The question ''Did you become a Party

the people.
member?' might elicit the reply: '"No, I wasn't admitcted

into the Party,... 1 often {ll-treated my men.'") The

result has apparently been, until lately at least, to

render prevalent in the country at large (those favorable
to the GVN included) the belief that the VC's conduct {s,
on the whole, more proper than that of its domestic oppo-

nent, towards whom the VC might then adopt the stance of a

f moral mentor:
What did the VC do when they came to the
village by night?

They came either to assassinate those who
worked for the GVN, or to yell into their loud-
| speakers, and then disappear.

‘ What did they say with their loudspeakers?
They asked the GVN soldiers not to behave
wickedly toward the population, (67)
0f course an observer, having acknowledged that the
cadres' behavior towards the people was ''correct,' might
add: "They wouldn't dare to behave like the Militia. If

they behaved like the Militia..,.they would have no place
n(4)

to live. They had to rely on the people to live, But
| this might not make the¢ ensuing difference much less

’ {mpressive for those who suffered or benefited from one or
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the other mode of conduct. The same might or might not
be true in reverse, when the VC induces the GVh to improve
its behavior, and then attempts to counteract the impact
of that change by claiming credit for {it.

""The VC did not rob, but what they did was not

t

different from robbery,'" declares an {nformant. 'lhe
villagers were forced to 'contribute,' and L{f they

didn't, they would be subjected to study.”(68) (See
Section VIII,) While this may well express the respondent's
feelings, it {s also probable that the VC, when levying
against the population, are reasonably imbued with a sense
of higher purpose joined to that of direct utility.
Observing that the people ''not only had to pay heavy taxes
to the Front, but also had to feed the traveling cadres
who passed through the hamlet verv often, as well as feed
the hamlet guerrillas'; that '"these guerrillas had fami-
lies in the hamlet, but preferred to eat in other people's

houses to save their own rice," an informant adds: ''The

people had no right to refuse to feed them, because they
claimed that they worked for the people unpaid.”(bg)

In addition, the Party likes to believe that every-
thing it does happens by virtue of general consent,

The VC {nvests perhaps more effort into constructing
quasi-judicial contexts for {ts exercise of violence than
the agents of the GVN care to expend on making it clear
that they honor the procedures set forth in their govern-
ment's statutes. Then ''the people' can be made to do more
than approve: they may request, turning those who employ

the violence into mere agents, ''The CVN officials who

were cruel earned the hatred of the people,' explains a




A5

cadre, ''The people...reported to us, anc we assassinated

them. In this way we didn't commit any error.... Since

the people could not kill these officlials, they asked the
(9)

"

Front to assassinate them,
Did the Front arrest or kill any persons
in your hamlet or village?

Two people trom the village have been
killed. ’

Who were they and why did the VC do
it?

The victims were village cadres [GVN
officials) who had been disliked by the
villagers who informed the VC, The VC
killed them.

What did the villagers say about the
killings?

They were happy they could get rid of
them.(7Og

As to violence which has not been asked for, the
cadres seem to have learned that the population's unfavor-
able reaction to damage inflicted upon it depends less on
the magnitude of the loss caused than on the degree to
which that loss opears, to the victims, appropriate or
incongruous, intelligible (with regard to the expected
objectives of those who cause it) or wanton. 'The

villagers,' recalls a rallier who had been one of them,
""said that between the GVN and the Revolution, they liked
the Revolution because it had never committed any crimes

1."(3) Commit-

towards the people...because it wasn't crue
ting a "crime' and betng ''cruel' {n this context presum-
ably refer not simply to the degree of {njury, but to {ts

lack of justification. Take this exchange:
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Did the CVN,..conduct...operations
through your village?

Yes....When the ARVN came, the VC just
fired a few shots and then took cover in
their secret hideouts,,.., The ARVN burned
down the houses of the families whose mem-
bers were in the Front,

Did the villagers hate the ARVN for
burning down their houses?

Yes, the ARVN stole the poultry belong-
ing to some villagers and took their bi- (53)*
cycles away, so the villagers hated them.

Or consider this observation made by a rallier:

How di{d the people compare the heavy
taxation {mposed by the Front and the
stealing of poultry by the GVN troops?

They complained about thé stealing of

the poultry by the GVN troops....As for the

Front-imposed heavy taxes, they were con-

sidered reasonable hecause they were serving

the purpose of fighting for independence.(71)

As i{mplied above, the unfavorable reactions may have
been mitigated simply because the taxes served ''the pur-
pose of fighting,'" entirely apart from the fight's
appearing to be justified on the ground of "independence."

' discipline in the use of violence has

The cadres
not come easily. io the extent that the VC has been able
to direct destructiveness into what it considers to be
desirable channels, it has done so only {n a hard,
unceasing fight against penchants towards murderous (and

suicidal) rage; tendencies whose strength may be sensed

when they become visible in violent quarrels within the Party.

*
Emphasis added.
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Perhaps leaning over backwards against their propen-
sity to violence, cadres try to reach their objectives by
warning rather than striking, and to hit only to atl:ect
conduct, Recalling that ''we must.,..teach the masses to
comprehend the antiespionage policy,'" a VC document
insists that ''when teaching them this policy, we must
stress the two fields: clemency and puniahment.”(72)

Continuous infractions of a rule may, at first, and
for some time, he met merely by an insistence that 1i*
cease, A severe one may provoke but a mild sanction, on

condition that it not be committed again., The first few

offenses of a certain kind may even go unpunished. While

punishment inflicted for successive misdceds of the same

nature is, of course, apt to become more severe, it also

may fail to, as seems implied in this observation about a

famous unit:

People...were continuously deserting.
If you caught them and brought them back,
they would just desert again, and it went

on ard on like this, SA platoon leader in

L the 26lst Battalion.)( 3

The cadres' objective may not be so much to deter
others as merely to make the violator dp his duty by force
H or threats, and thus instf{ll in others a belief 1in the
futility of disobedience.
. However, at other times, in other cases -- dependinyg
g on factors unknown to me -- cadres may show the opposite

of moderation and discrimination.




SASe

There may be a polarization between sanctions which
are quite light and others ;tark indeed, 'We were told,"
recalls a fighter, '"that those who infringed disc  linc
would be admonisied, 1f {t were not serious, or executed
1f it were.”(74)
another informant remembers, "were executed. Those with
light charges were rvleasod.”(66)

From time to time the level of threats and inflic-
tions soars, unpredictably, above what is customary, which
will perhaps for some time to follow iIncrease compliance
in response to the usual pressures., This i{s particularly
so when such events reactivate the characteristic dread
that cadres {nspire in VC-controlled areas when they seize
power. For {t {s the Party's policy to mark its seizure
by a rash of killings, to make an initial investment In
partially unpredictable and even somewhat incomprehensible
violence so as to instil] docility in the population. In
fact, after such an introduction, the severity of the
Party's responses is likely to lessen and the responses
themselves become more predictable and hence avoidable.

A state of affairs may then have been established where
"the people were all verv scared of the VC, although the
VC did not threaten them."(ls)

While the GVN tends to be turtive about the damage it
inflicts, the VC is apt, to et brazenly and with a color
of justice and legality. If, as a perceptive rallier .
points out, ''the peasants are...robbed by both sides,"
the VC does it publicly "through their taxes i1.d contri-
butions,' and 'the Militia" wit? ;ess display "through

n(9

their stealing and harassment, Similarly, as to

"The prisoners accused of serious crimes,
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violence, Political deaths are as clamorous as political
words for the VC, ''The VC came to the village, beating
on gongs and lecturing over megaphones. They heheaded

people and left the heads on the main road.”(67)

* * * *

Searching for the right mixture of mildness and
severity, the cadres have presumably not employed the
classical way of coercing others by damaging oneself.

On the other hand, the Party uses the device of
hurting or coercing an individual through his family,
an effective device in Vietnam or any other society
with strong ties among kin. The idea may be extended
to peers, as in this {ncident during the long march south
of a PAVN unit:

Do you think any of them [the members
of the unit] may have pretended to be sick
so as to be sent home?

I think that a few of them must have
pretended to be sick because they were too
exhausted to continue the march, and they
thought that 1f they pretended to be sick,
they might be sent back to the North, But
their trick didn't work.

What happened to them.

Nothing happened to them. Those who
pretended to be sick were ashamed of thelir
action after some time, because they walked
empty handed, while their comrades had to
carry thelr personal effects for them....
They saw that their trick didn't affect
the cadres, but their own comrades, (76)

Where the Party excels is in making somebodv else do

its punishing and threatening,
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Nature, for {nstance. Having described the sanctions
imposed on families living in a VC area but having members

in the ARVN, a rallier continues:

If they let the Front oppress them,
nothing drastic would happen to them, but
if they opposed the Front,..they would be
forced to do dangerous and difficult work,
such as building roadblocks, destroying
roads and bridges, etc. The Front would :
make them do things which might cause their ]
death. (9) i

Or the enemy, of course, relylng on what he i{s doinyg

in any case:

e ey rr—

] Were the villagers who insulted the j
VC punished? q

Those villagers..,.werc invited to
attend an indoctrination session,,..If
they committed their errors once more,
they would be taken to insecure areas or
to areas which were frequently bombarded
by alirplanes....The Front took them to
"death zones".,..(9)

Making sure that the target will be vulnerable to

the enemy:

They [the cadres] said that anyone who
| ..., Would be sent to work at planting
f indigo trees.,.and that they would not lend
him a shovel to dig foxholes; thus, he
would be killed by air attacks.(775*

Making sure that the enemy hits where the target {s:

As to the areas where the people were
against them or refused to do what they told
them to do, the VC would create trouble for

*
Emphasis added.
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these spouts; tur instance, when the ARVN caie,
they would hide in these areas and tire at the
GVN soldiers and then run away, thus provoxing
an attack on these areas.(/8)%

Instead ot threatening t.. place the target ot coer-
cion where the GVN is lirely to injure him, the cadres
may be content to Induce in the taryet an exaggerated

belief in the danger he :s exposed to:

1 was a draft dodger, and when 1 heard
the VC propaganda that it [ were caught by
the GVN, I would be put in jail for six or
seven years, | was afraid and joined the
Front . (10)

And then there is the variety of wavs in which the
target can be 'compromised' with the GVN.

An ostensibly nonpolitical contact might do:

When the VC want to torce a villager tou join
them, they sen! a cadre who i3 an acquaintance ot
that villager to take him out for a stroll. On
the way, the calre pretends t. entrust him with
his rifle tor a short while. At this verv
moment , as {f bv chance, they arrive in the
front of the huouse of another villager whose
relatives work for the GVN. As evervone knouws
one another in the village, the cadre tells his
victim, "Since we are now in front of X's house,
why not pay him a brief vigit?' lLater, when
there 1s a GVN operation against the viijage,
the VC tells the victim to tollow them, threat-
ening that 1f he dvesn't Jdo as he 1s tuld, he
will be captured and killed by the ARVN suldiers,
because the latter have certainlv come for hin.
The other villager whuse relatives work tor the
GVN wouldn't fall to denounce him, as he has
been seen carrying a gun and strolling with
a vc.(79)

*
Emphasis added.

daatae,n

etoten,
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The target may be put into a situation where not
complying with the cadres' demands is likely to lead to {

his being injured by nature, or by man, for reasons other
than his apparent association with the VC. For example, i
he may be deprived of an important document (e.g., his
identity card), the lack of which the GVN {8 apt not to
countenance:
You stayed in Hue most of the time. When

did you come back to your village to join the
Front?

I came back to my village on April 11
[1965) and 1 joined the Front on April 16,

Had something special happened which
made you decide to take this step?

the VC, a squad strong, came to my house
to confiscate my birth certificate and all
the papers necessary for my trip back to Hue,
This obliged me to join them, (80)

Or thece is the ditficulty of identifying friend and i
foe in open country. An informant is abducted by the VC :
to a training camp in the mountains, escapes, but is
brought back by Montagnards:

They tied up our hands and led us back
to the training camp which we reached about

noon the following day., 7To the cadres we
declared that our ‘ntention had been to go 1

home and visit our families for only a few
days. The cadres told us that should we take
flight again, we might get killed on our way
home, but they did not blame us, (81)

Then there is the obvious resource of forcing the

target into an association with the VC, calculating that

he will, to say the least, be unsure of his capacity
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to clear himself with the GVN, should that need arise:

At tirst | was afraid the VC would do ne
some harm, so 1 agreed touv guaird tor them....
Later...]1 was atrald the GVN might get w' !
of my working for the VC and arrest me, & 1

decided to join the VC all the way.(SJ

Or, again, the recently quuted informant -- a pris-
oner -- who has teen abducted to a training camp {n the

mountains:

The cadres began by telling s that to
spend cnly one day in the camp already con-
stituted an {llegal activity in the eyes of
the GVN authorities. "It any of vou here
lett the camp to return home, he would be
arrested and shot by the GVN. Furthernore,
he would be xilled beture he reached his
hamlet. Theretore, it is preferable for vou
all to stay here and tolluw the training
course.' (81)

Even villoage ofticials can he coerced:

The VC had come into my village several
times from 1962 to. 1404, .. Thev had even
controlled my village...from November 1964
to early 1965. Each time thev left the
village, they...tuok along with them a
number of persons....There were [among theu ]
...men who had worked for the GVN, such as
members of the Cuouncil of Notables or ofti-
cials in other village organizations. Mo~
of these village officlals, atfter Hefoy
forced to spend some time in VC controlleu
areas,...dared not return to the village tuo:
fear of being arvested by the GUN authorities.(%3)

In contrast, there {s the possibility of starting
not with forcible action and not even with coercion,

but rather with seduction: waking somebodv igsociate

with another person tor an advantage, and once he has
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done so and the benefit appears inadequate or illusory,
show him that he now better be concerned with limiting
damage -- damage threatening him from the other side.
When the people first are contacted by the
VC, they feel that they will gain much...
from this war. Then, after they have accepted
the VC, the VC tell them that the GVN will
treat them as Communists and arrest them {f

they go into GVN areas [while thez 2§u at the
mercy of the VC in the VC areas]). 8

* * * *

"In one of the liberated villages where I was
stationed,' recalls an informant, 'the curfew was set
at 9 p.m. At 8 p.m. the guerrillas started shouting
at the villagers who went around in the village...and
threatened to arrest them.”(as) And here is an
informant expressing himself about a certain cadre

whose target he was tor a lonyg time:

Did you like hiw’

No.

Why!

...He had a difficult personality. He often
threatened me: ''Take care of yourself! You have

cooperated with the Nationalists!'(86)

'l was held under suspicion,' another respondent
recalls,' and I was followed everywhere I went and in
everything 1 did. The VC never let me go anywhere.
They always made threats tuv me. They accused me of
being on the side of the Rangers, who carried out an
operation in our hamlet, and since then [ was alwa's
watched....I became atraid of the VC. 1 was atraid

they wculd decide to kill me,“(87)
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In such cases the cadres engage in hehavior which,

I would guess, is in Vietnam today viewed as characteristic
of the GVN rather than the VC.

The cadres attempt to limit themselves to threats which
are clear: «clear as to the conduct they wiant to di<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>