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1. Tnis study has attempted to categorize the uses of milirtar:
force since World War II -- by types, by participants, levels

of violence, and geographic location. It examines incidences

of international violence with minimal regard for their ante-
cedents or consequences. Questions of legality and justification
are not addressed; aggrieved and aggressor nations are not
identified. Since these questions can only be answered sub-
jectively, they have been set aside, hopefully without losing
the value of the analysis.

2. . The study 1is not merely a statistical history of the
failure of nations to maintain order and avoid war; alchougn
it is that, it is a’s0 a history of progress in the expandin;

community among states. The statistics reflect the iastabilic
in underdeveloped regions vacated by the colonial powers. Trey
show the effects of prollzeratlon of nonnuclear armamenc pro
viding modern weapons to regions and dissident elements o-
backward nations to use in internal and international disp

uces.
The statistics also show the shift in the geography oi conuilict,
away from the areas of vital interest of the super-powers and

the great industrial nations. They show the effects of the
United States strategy of containment applied during a period

of growing military strength and changing military strategy oz
the forces being COﬁCalﬂed.

3.. It is significant that the aggregate increase in militar
capabilities of navions has not been accompanied by a propor
increase in the incidence of actual use of military fore
nuclear armistice continues; the line betwezn East and West in
Europe remains inviolate; nations have prosecuted wars without
the objective of military victory. The great powers have noc
consistently pursued policies carrying high risks of war.
this evolving pattern in the use of mllLtary force has rnot

so much the result of improved reason as it has improved =il
tary forces.
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4. The relationahips and distribution of military forces
attendant to the statistics reported in the study are however,
undergoing change. Recent events portend the possibility oI
another turning point in the use of military force. The issu
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is still in doubt as to whether the United States and the
Soviet Union can satisfy their vital interests in the Far EZast,
in Europe and in the Middle East by translating their power

into political gain without large scale use of military force.
The present regim: of constraint may be overturned and with it
the statistics on international violence may turn sharply upward.
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SUMMARY :

In attempting to discover the significant trends and
pattern in the use of military force since World War II,
all incidents listed have been categorized as to intensity,
classified as to type, analyzed by geography, individual
participants, and other factors such as involvement of
nuclear powers.

Since World War II there have been 118 internationally _
51gn1f1cant 1nc1dents involving the use of military force.
The level of 1nc1dence of the use of armed force, world-w1de,
increased from 1946 through 1961 when there was & decline
interrﬁpted by an increase in 1967. The Middle East, Africa,
and Asia account for most of the rise in the level of conflict.
On an intensity aggregate scale, which measures both the
frequency and intensity of conflicts, there were significant
peaks in the late forties, early sixties, and 1%967. The
highest peak, reflec'.ing an increase in incidents in every
area of the world, was the one encompassing 1958 through 1962.
Fifty-four incidenté can be typcd in part or in whole as parc
of the cold war. An additional 45 were conflicts between
neighboring countriés.* Thirty-seven were social upheavals,

and 25 were a part of the anti-colonial struggle.



Europe, with a total of seven incidents, has had the
lowest level of any region. Nothing has occurred there since
the 1961-1962 Berlin crisis.* The Middle East has accounted
for 27 incidents. Most of these have centered around Arab-
Israeli animosities and other hot spots such as Cyprus and
the southern part of t'ie Arabian peninsula. In recent months,
the Middle East has become one of thé méjor focal ﬁoints in
the East-West struggle. Asia has witnessed not only the
highest nuﬁber of incidents of any region but also the highest
intensity level. There have been few anti-colonial struggles;
most have been social upheavals and cold war conflicts. There
have also beeit a number of neighbor-neighbor conflicts, mofe
than half of which have involved Communist China. Africa has
seen a great increase in the number of incidents since 1959.
he anti-colonial struggle which aécounted for much of this,
lately has shifted from the Maghreb and Horn regions to sub-
Saharan Africa. The Western Hemisphere has maintained the
iowest level of incidence of any region except Eur%pe.
Furthermore, most incidents in the Aﬁericas have béén of low
intensity. ﬁowever, there has been an increase in ccld war

incidents since the establishment of a communist regime in Cuba.

*This study ends with 30 June 1968 and, therefore, does not
cover the present Czech crisis.
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Those countries invoived in the greatest number of
incidents were the United States, Britain, Communist China,
the Soviet Union, and France. Since the ilate fifties, the -
U.S. has been involved in an increasing number of incidents.
On the other hand, since 1958 Britain has been involved in
fewer. From the early fifties China has been involved in a
high number of incidents; however, after 1962 this level
dropped due to China's internal difficulties but increased
again with the present Vietnamese conflict. Next tg thé u.s.,
the ‘Soviet Union has shown the greatest increase in iavolve-
ment since 1960. France, heavily involved during the fifties
in its colonies, has not been invoived in a single incident
since 1963.

Of the ferty-one incidents which involved one or more
nucieat powers, ten were confrontations between two or more
éf thése powers. Mnast of these occurred in Europe over the
city'of Berlin. Mast of the remainder of the incidents took
place in Asia. Also analyzed are incidents involding industrial
countries and communist countries. Industrial countries were
involved in 40 per cent of all incidents and 39 per cent
involved either a communist state or a major commmnist party.

The trends in the types of conflict suggest the following
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conclusions: while anti-colonial conflicts will decrease in

number, social upheavals and revolutions.will«increaégkgcon-
flicts in the developing world betweenvneigh§pfs\wi¥i{éiso
become more numerous as will cold war'incidegés, gsﬁgéiélly
in Africa and the Middle East; with the increase iﬁ;ﬁﬁé,
number of independent rations and the ?roliféfétidhééfgéon-~

ventional armaments, the general outlook is fdf gteaﬁérguse

of armed force.
There has startecd and will continue a bésic chéﬁgefin

the geography of conflict. Europe and NorthﬁAmericé?haVe v

been relatively free of conflict in the pagtgfew yé;;%;? In

these highly developed regions, the overt usé‘of miliéafy

force is limited by the existence of nuclear weaéoﬁé},>The

developing world, on the other hand, has accountedkféﬁan

increasing percentage of the total nuﬁbef of'incideégé, The =

incidence of conflic% probably will incre;sefin thé;gféreas,

particularly in southera and southeast Asia,nsub-éahaﬁéﬁ Afriéa,

and the Middle East. While the nuclear poﬁers wilifpéhﬁinue

to avoid direct confrontations, a greater number ofiiﬁstances

of "low visibility" conflicts are probable in whichféiient

‘states or covert methods of conflict are utilized.




I. INTRODJCTION:

The generai aim of this research project is to list,
categorize, and analyze the international uses of military
force since the end of the Second World War. The purpose is
to discover any significant trends or patterns in the use of
such force which might assist in future conflict or political
analyses., In seeking to discern these trends and patterns,
the use of military force has been analyzed as to frequency,
types of conflict, levels of intensity, geographic distribution,
and in terms of conflict participants.

Although tae scope of the study is very broad, including
all instaﬁces, world-wide, from 1 January 1946 to 30 June 1668,
cheré are certain limitations to the study. Airspace violactions,
internal coups, and governmental crises which have little or
no internaticonal éignificance have been excluded from the
study. Those coups which have either beea supported by an
outside power or have had international significance are

included.

Data sonurces for this project were to some extent a

proclem. The most helpful sources were The New York Times

Index, Facts ¢n File, the chronology from The World Almanac,

and lists compiled fromprevious studies. The New York Times

Index is the most thorough source, but the numerous cross-

.




references make a check on the reliability of the information
difficult. snother problem is the reliability of the original
data for purposes of categorization by types and intensity ofl
each conflict. Press censorship or a lack of world interest
may have tended to mike one incident appear more or less
significant than another,

All incidents have been categorized on a scale of six.
Categories I through VI cover the spectrum from the lowest
level of force employed (Category I) to the highest level
(Category VI). The uses of military force could have been
categorized on a different scale than the one selected, aund
the plaéement of incidents into the several categories is
subject to some uncertainties. Nevertheless, the selection
of incidents ar 1l their categorization is sufficiently valid
for the purposes of this study.

v

Category 1 includes minor incidents, incidents
at sea, minor border violations, isolated inter=-
national acts of terrorism, and other incidents
which rank low on the conflict spectrum,

Category 11 includes major border violations
and clashes whica are still limited in scope and
duration, but which are of greater seriousness than
those included in Category I. Also included here
are more serious acts of terrorism or infiltration.
(Examples: Syrian-Israeli border troubles before
1967, Indonesian-West New Guinea incidents.)




Category III inciudes minor insurgeacies which
have interrnational significence (whether or not they
are externally supported) but which are limited in
scope and cduration. It also includes coups which
have international repercussions. (Examples: Yemen,
Muscat, Naga revolt in Indic.)

Category IV includes those insurgencies, revo-
lutions, and clashes of scope And duration which have
major intermational significance. (Examples: Congo,
Nigeria.)

Category V inciudcs acts by states in which the
armed forces are overtly used, whether actual fighting
takes place or not. (Examples: Berlin airlift and
the seizure of Goa.)

Category VI includes those instances of warfare
which arc-limited either by geography or by some
other measure, but which exceed Categories IV and V
in scale and intensity. (Exemples: Korea and Viet-
nam.) Also included in Category VI is the Cuban
Missile Crisis of 1962. While this c¢risis repre-
sented a use of iorce different from the Kor...: and
Vietnamese wars, the seriousness of the crisis and
its impact on American and Soviet policy requires
that it be included in Category VI.

For the purposes of analysis, the world has been sub-

divided into the following geographical regiong:

1. Europe, which includes both Western and
Eastern Europe, plus the Soviet Uaion.

2, Middie East, which includes everything east
of the Egyptian-Libyan frontier and the Greek-Turkish frontier
and west of the Iranian-Pakistani border.

3. Asii, which includes everything east of the

Iranian-Pakistani boundary. (Afghanistan is included in asia.)
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4, Africa, which includes the whole continent

except Egypt.

5. Western Hemisphere.

I1. GENERAL:

Since World War II, there have beeﬁ 118 incidents of
international significance involving the use of military
force, ranging from minor border violations to limited wars.
During three periods, from the end of World War II to the
Korean War, from the Korean War to the Berlin Crisis of 1960,
and from the Berlir Crisis to the present, the number of
incidents hds increased with each period.

TABLE 1
TOTAL NUMBER OF INCIDENTS BY AREA AND PERIOD

1946-49 1950-59 1960-68 Totals by Area

Europe 2 4 1 7
Middle East 3 12 12 27
Asia 8 18 20 46
Africa 1 7 iz 20
W. Hemisphere _2 _6 10 18
Totals by .

period: 16 47 55 118

There were sixteen in the late forties, 47 in the fifties, and

55 since 1960. Generally, the number of incidents per year
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world-wide increased from 1946 to 1961 when a zenith of 23
incidents was reached. A aecline followed, interrupted

again in 1967 with a peak of 15. In the twenty-three years
covered by the study, there have been only seven years of
"Low" incidence (defined as less than ten incidents per year).
Eight years fit the 'Mid" range of ten to fourteen per annum.
Another eight years are in the "High" range with fifteen or
more incidents per year. The period from 1956 through 1962
was a time of "High'" incidence. Another measurement which
can be used is incident-years per area. (Incident-years are
dctermined by taking the total of the number of incidents
multiplied by the duration of each.) (See Graph 1 and Table
2.) The rise in the level of the use of military force
occurred primarily in the Middle East, Africa and Asia -- those

regions with the greatest number of newly independent countries.




TABLE 2

INCIDENT-YEARS BY AREA

No. cf
Incidents or )

Middle Conflicts :

Date Europe East Asia Africa W. Hemi. By Years B
¢

1946 1 2 3 6. :
1947 1 2 4 1 8 E
1548 2 2 8 1 1 14 ¥
1449 2 1 6 1 10
1650 9 1 10
1951 1 7 1 9
1952 8 1 9
1953 | 1 7 1 1 1in
1954 ) 2 3 11
1955 3 6 3 1 13
1956 2 4 6 2 1 15
1957 . ’ 5 5 3 2 15
1658 1 5 7 3 2 18
1959 4 7 3 2 16
1960 i 9 6 2 18
1661 1 2 9 8 3 23
1662 1 2 9 5 1 18
1963 2 3 4 1 10
1964 2 4 5 1 12
1965 4 3 1 8
1666 3 3 1 7
1967 o 6 3 1 15
16968 . _3 _& — \ 8
(**1 Jan thru 30 Jun orly.)
Total No.
of Incident-
Yrs per
area 12 44 139 60 28
Yrs free
of Inci-
dents 14 6 0 5 3

9A




More significant than the number of incidents is an
evaluation of the intensity of the uses of force. In the
categorization of incidents, the higher the number assigned
to any specific incident the more significant, violent, or
dangerous.was that event. In the aggregate, Category I could
be of little more than passing interest, but they may be
significant when combined with other uses of militarx force by
a nation or within a region. Categories V and VI use; of
force are by themselves of great importance. During the
period of this study, 14 incidents of Category I occurred,

32 of Category II, 34 of Category III, 27 of Category IV, 8

of Category V, and only 3 of Category VI.

TABLE 3

TOTAL NUMBER OF INCIDENTS BY CATEGORY

1 I1 ITIT 1V Vv VIl Totals By Area
Europe - 1 2 2 2 - 7
Middle East 4 10 6 4 3 - 27
Asia 2 10 16 13 3 2 46
Africa 5° 4 6 S - - 20
W. Hemisphere 3 7 4 3 _- . _1 18
(Over 5 per yr
Totals by average since
Category: 14 32 34 27 8 3 118 1 Jan 46)

In the late fifties, the steep upward trend in incidents of

Category III was coincident with the increasing push for

10
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independence in the colonial territories of Africa especially.
Since 1962 there has been a sharp drop in the number of inci-
dents in Category Il1I. The frequency of Category 1V incidents
has been fairly coﬁsistent since 1946, varying between four
and seven per year; However, in 1966, for the first time,

the level dropped below four and has continued to decline
since. Only occasionally has there been overt and blatant

use of military force by one country against another. 1In
Category V, 1961 with two incidents and 1962 with one were

the apexes on the graph. Category VI, as defined in this
study, has applied only to the Korean conflict of the early
fifties, the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis, and the present

Vietnam War.

11
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TABLE 4

NUMBER OF- INCIDENTS BY CATEGORY PER YEAR
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To give weight to :he number and intensity of incidents
on a yearly basis an intensity aggregate scale was devised.
The intensity aggregate is the annual sum uf the categorization
of each incident. Any system at weighing uses of force to give
a relative value to the levels of intensity is subject to
error. For example, the Korean War, which was placed in
Category VI, was probably more than six times as serious as
some of the incidents falliag in Category I; however, this
is the extreme case. The intensity aggregate is probably a
valid basis for identification of trends. The early sixties
witnessed a peak in levels of intensity. Since 1962 there
has been a éeneral decline, broken by an upswing in 1967. The
intensity aggregate scale is especially useful in comparing
the level of conflicts of various regions of the globe. (See

Graph 3 and Table 5.)
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TABLE 5
INTENSITY AGGREGATE TABLE

Middle
Date  Europe East Asia Africa .. Hemisphere Total by Yrs.
1946 4 6 12 - - 22
1947 4 6 16 3 - 29

1948 9 7 31 3 2 . 52
1949 9 5 24 . 3 41 :
1950 - . - 35 - 4 39 _
1951 - . 29 - 4 34 §
1952 - - 29 - 4 33
1953 3 - 27 4 IA 38
1954 - - 21 8 9 38
1955 - 9 19 11 IA 43
1956 7 14 18 7 4 50
1657 - 11 16 8 6 41
1958 2 . 15 23 8 7 55
1959 - 11 23 10 6 50
19€0 - 2 30 18 3 53
1961 5 5 30 19 8 67
1962 5 5 31 16 6 63
1963 - > 10 13 1 30
1964 - 6 15 14 1 36
1965 - - 16 7 4 27
1966 - - 8 9 2 19
1967 - 15 15 9 2 41
1968 - 5 8 10 - 23

12A
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A third basis for analysis of the use of military force
is by types of coanflict. All incidents bave been classilice
into four types: 1) Anti- or Neo-Colonial, which includes
those conflicts which are fought for national independence;

2) Cold War, which includes all struggles between Communisct
powers or Communist parties and chose rforces inimical to
Communist philosophy; 3) Social Change or Upheaval, which

covers those cases of struggle against an established order,
intranational ethnic turmoil, and class or tribal warfare;

and 4) Neighbor-neighbor Conflicts, which encompass all instances
of traditional national, racial, or religious hatreds or any
irredentist movements. There have been 25 incidents which '

in all or in part can be classified as anti- or nec-colcnial.
The greatest single numser of incidents since World War II

have been part of the cold war. Fifty-four of these have trans-
pired since 1946. Neighbor-neighbor conflicts have been almost
as numeréus as cold war incidents, with a total of 45 since
1946. Of this type only four occurred in the latter half of

the forties, but in the fifties the number jumped to 17 and
again in the sixties to 24. Added to the foregoing are 37

cases of social upheaval, most of which have occurred in

either Asia or Latin America. (See Table 6, Graph 4, and Table 7

13
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TABLE 6

R e e

INCIDINTS 3Y TYPE, AREA, AND PERIOD

Anti- or Neo- Cold Soclal Change  Neighbor-

Area and Periods Colonial War or Upheaval Neighbor
Europne 2
1945=4G: 2
1950-59: 4
1960-68; 1
Middle East & 3 8 14
1945-49; 1 1 - 1
1950-59: 2 2 3 7
1960-68; . 1 - 5 6
Asia 6 34 16 2L
1945-49: 3 6 5 -
1959-59; 2 13 7 8
1960-68: 1 15 4 13
Africa 12 1 3 6
1945-49; 1 - - 2
1650-59: 5 - - -
1960-68: 6 1 3 A
Western Hemisphere 3 9 10 4
1945-49: - - 2 1
1650-59: 1 2 4 2
1960-68: 2 7 4 i
Totals by Type: 25 54 37 45
Totals by Period:
1945-49 5 9 7 A
1950-59 10 21 14 17
1960-68 10 24 16 24

134

sk

Wt e

i

dalllia

L1



T4

i b

REERANRLELE M gt et ML AT A sk

N 3 T A U7 Sy 5 e (] v v v

SOYHDIIN - YJOJHODIIN 0:

S S5 ¥ I 09 8§ 3% VS 5 G v v
¢

IDNVHD IVIDOS o

A A B 2 N - T T LS THRY . S X Sy
hA-7 WS L T ol

8 i/ ¥ 2% 09 6 S5 ¥ €5 wui  fp o
S

: WINQICY- "IN 4O - 1INV 0!

$1dAL A9 S3VIA-INIQIDNI
7 HdVY9




TABLE 7

INCIDENT-YEARS BY IYPES

pnti-Co onial  Bold War
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7
7
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8
9
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IIT. GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION:

Europe:

Of the 118 incidents listed, Europe has recorded
only seven; two in the late forties, four during the fi ~s,
and one since 1960. Europe's level of incidence has a!
been low; 1948, 1949, and 1956 are the only years which have
had more than one incident. Categories III, IV, and V have
registered two incidents apiece. On the intensity aggregate
scale, a peak appears every time the Berlin situation heats
up. (See Graph 3.) Incident-years in Europe equals 12 -- the
only area with less incident-years than the total number of
years cbvered by this study. (See Table 2, page 9A.)

Comparatively, Europe has had the lowest level of
international turmcil of any geographic region in the world
since World War II. There has beeq nc major incident whatso-~
ever since the Berlin Crisis of 1961-1962. This study runs
to 30 June 1968 and therefore does not include the Czechoslovak
crisis of August 1968. There has been a total absence of
incidents in Western Europe. Exceptiﬁg Berlin, only Greec:z,
Poland, and Hungary have witnessed major turmoil in the last
Ewency years.* Although Europe contains three of the five

nuclear powers, in addition to military forces of the United

*Cyprus is included within the Middle East,

14
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States, the lack of international conflict is significant.

One country, the USSR, has been directly or indirectiy
a party to all of the incidents in Europe and three of the
four incidents during the fifties were revolts against‘che
hegemonuy of the Soviet Union.

Prior to the period of this study, Europe was, to &
degree, the center of world conflict, but since World War II
it has been relatively quiet. It appears that at least in
this region the overt use of military force in the struggle
between East and West is no longer 3n acceptable form of
behavior.

Middle East:

Since 1946, the Middle East has witnessed 27
instances of tt=2 use of military force. Three occurred in
the late forties, 12 in the fifties, and another 12 so far
this decade. 1955 through 1959 all recorded between three
and five incidents per year. A low, but steady level con-
tinued through the early sixties, There was a peak iﬁ 1967
which included the Arab-Israeli War. Many of the incidents
have been Syrian-Israeli border clashes. Since 1946, the

Middle East has known only six years without serious incidents.

15
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In incident-years, the Middle East totals 44, (high compared

to Europe but low compared to Asia).

The Middle East has had in Categories III, IV, and
V, six, four, and three incidents respectively. The three

in Category V were the Arab-Israeli war of 1948-1949, the
Suez War of 1956, aad the latest Arab-Israeli fracas c¢f June
1967. On the intensity aggregate scale, 1955 through 1959
showed a high level, raﬁging from 9 up te 15.

There was

another peak in 1967 at 15.

Four of the recorded incidents in the Middle East

can be typed as anti-colonial. Included here are the Zionisc

movement in Palestine in the forties and the anti-British riots
in Aden. However, when compared to Asia and Africa, the

process of decolonization in the Middle East after World War Il

has been mild. 7Three incidents can be partially included

within the context of the cold war. The Azerbaijan crisis
and the Yemeni Civil War are the only cases of direct Soviet

involvement. Such conflicts as the Arab-Israeli War of 1967

have had otvious and great cold war implications, but they
are not included because their ¢cold war overtones are not the
central issue.

Eight incidents can be classified as social

upheavals. The most violent of these has been the Cyprus
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situation (which has a:counted for three of the total) and
the Yemeni war. Neighbor-neighbor conflicts have been the
most numerous tyr2 with a total of 14 since 1946. A high
percentage of this total can be att:ibuted to Arab-Israeli
animosity. The instability of the regimes in Syria and Iraq,
which have had continuous troubles with their neighbors,
whether it is Turkey, Israel, or Kuwait, have contributed to
much of the turmoil in the region.

Asia:

Asis has accounted for the highest level of inter-
national violence of any region in the world since World War II.
Thirty-nine per cent or 46 incidents of the totdl number
listed have occurred in Asia, The frequency of incidents
has also increased as time has passed. Eight incidents
occurred in the forties, 18 in the fifties, and 20 thus far
in the sixties. With the exception of three individual years,
Asia has had the highest incidence level, ranging from three
incidents (for a total ol only four years) to nine {(in 1950,
1960, 1961, and 1162), with an overall average of more than
six per year. Asla also has had the highest measure of any
region in inciden:-years with 139, and is the oniy region
which has not known a single year of peace in the last quarter

century.
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In categcrizing events in Asia, there have been
16 incidents of Catégory I1I, 13 of Category I@f three of
Category V, and two cases, Korea and Vietnam, included iq
Category VI. On an intensity aggregate scale, Asia again
ranks above all osther geographic regions. A peak of 35 was
registered in 1950. After that, there followed a general
decline until 1958 when an upswing occurred pecking in 1962
at 31.

The anti-colonial struggles in Asia came soon after
the end of the Second World War and lasted for about a decade,
The greatest of these struggles were in Indonesia and Indo-
china. "“All told, there have been a half dozen anti-colonial
struggles, tiie latest being the Brunei revolt against the
British in 1962, Sixteen incidents have been typed aé social
upheavals or interncl revolutions of one sort or another.
Indonesia has been plagued by social upheaval, having ex-
perienced five since independence. 1India, Tibet, and Nepal
have also undergone almost constant social upheaval. Of the
twenty-one conflicts between neighbors in Asia, Communist
China has been involved in at least a dozen. The incidence

of this type conflict has increased greatly since the fifties,

During that decade there were eight such incidents; since

18




1960 there have been 13, a 60 per cent increase. On top of

the foregoing, there have been no fewer than 34 incidents which

can be classified as part of the coll war.. A great majority

of these have invoived the Chinese Peoples Republic; The

Soviet Union has been involved in five. Fifteen havé also

directly involved the United States. |
Africa:

The number of incidents in Africa have almost doubled
in the past eight years. Only one incident occurred in the
forties, seven in the fifties, and a dozen since 1960, for a
total of 20. Although Africa has always had a low level of
incidence, the level has increased greatly since 1959. There
was an apex of eight incidents in 1961. 1In 1963, 1964, and
1968 Africa surpassed Asia in the number of incidents per year.
With total incident-years equaling 60, the continent has known
just five incident-free years in the last 23, but none of
these since 1952.

Six incidents have been placed in Category III and
five in Category IV. The Nigerian civil war is the only ome
of Category IV to occur in the past five years., On the
intensity-aggregate scale, Africa has shown a significant

increase since the early fifties. From a low of four on the
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scale in 1953, by 1961 it had peaked at 19, and then remained
above 10 until 1965 when in a year it dropped by 50 per cent
to seven. However, it has slowly increased in the past three
years.

The de-colonization struggle is clearly reflected
in the figures from Africa in the fifties and sixties. 1In

_both decades, Africa witnessed at least five new anti-colonial
struggles. The continent, however, has seen only one signifi-
cant instance of the cold war. The Congo crisis of 1960-04,
while largely anti-colonial, also embroiled the two super-
powers in a protvacted crisis. Added to the above figures
are three instances of social upheaval and a half-dozen terri-
torial feuds between pations. All neighbor-neighbor conflicts
have involved newly independent countries, and the areas in
question have usually been poorly defined pre-independence
drawn boundaries.

There has b:en a change in the geographical pattern
of conflict in Africa in recent years. After the Second World
War, most conflict centered along the shore of the Mediterranean,
However, more recently, sub-Saharaa Africa has emerged as the

mosTt volatile region of the continent.
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Western Hemisphere:

The Americas have s¢en 18 incidents of significance
involving the use of military force, the lowest number of any
region except Europe. Of those areas generally defined as

the developing world, Latin America has had fewer incidents

of lesser intensity than either Africa or Asia or the Middle
East. The majority of the incidents listed for the Western
Hemisphere are categorized in the lower two classifications.
However, 10 of the 18 incidents listed have occurred since

the beginning of the sixties. There were only two incidents
in the forties, and six in the fifties. The Western Hemi-
sphere has maintained a consistent level in the number of
incidents per year, varying between one and three. Although
the level of international conflict is low and its incident-
year total is just 28, there have been only three years

absent of conflict since World War II.

k Eight of the incidents listed for the region are of
Category III or higher. Four were of Category III, three of
Category IV, and ore, the Cuban Missile Crisis, was of Category
VI. Next to Europe, the Americas have had the lowest level on
the intensity-aggregate scale, whicﬁ has never exceeded a
measure of 9. However, 1954, 1958, and 1961 saw peaks of 9,

7, and 8 respectively.
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Three of the incidents reccrded, invelving three
countries -- Cuba, Panama, and the United States -=- can de
typed as anti- orlneo-colonial. All the incidents were more
or less directed against the United States as the dominant
power of the region. In the fifties, the cold war penetrated
the Western Heraisphere, first in 1954 in Guatemala, and later

: - __in Cuba. 1In the sixties, Latin America has been involved in

seven struggles with cold war implications, more than any

f : - other area except Asia. Latin America has had a fair number

| of social upheavals, two in the forties, and four in both the

~ fifties and sixties. This is reflective of the political
instability of much of Latin America and of the developing
world. Neighbor-neighbor conflicts are rare in the Western
Hemisphere. Only four have occurred since 1946, and just one,
involving Costa Rica, Guatemala, and Nicaragua, in the past
decade.

Iv, CONFLICT PARTICIPANTS:

Behavior of Individual Countries:

Certain countries have been involved in a high
number of incidents since the Second World War and, therefore,

deserve special attention in any study of conflict analysis.*

*A high number of incidents is defined as five or more during
the period of the study.
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Listed below a.-' those which are included in this category,

followed by the number of incidents.

TABLE 8

COUNTRIES INVOLVED IN A HIGH NUMBER OF INCIDENTS

1. United States 23
2. United Kingdom 22
3. Communist China 20
4. Soviet Union 18 ¥ 5
5. France 11 i
6. Israel 9
‘ 7. Syria 8
1 - 8. Indonesia 8
‘ 9. 1India 7
10. Cuba 6

There is a distinct correlation between the countries

| involvéd in a great number of incidents (over 10) and their
| position of bower and prestige in the world. The five leading
E world powers (also members of the nuclear club) have Seen
t invoived in the greavest number of incidents.

The accompanying incidence scale for the United
States and intensity aggregate chart shows the pattern of tthe
U.S.'s involvement in world affairs since 1946. (See Graph 5,

Table 9, Graph 6 and Table 10.) From 1960 on, it is apparent

that involvement has increased substantially.
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The two graphs for Britain distinctly show the
contraction of that country from its former world power position
to a European power. After 1958, there is a steady, almost
uninterrupted decline on the graph. The coming withdrawal
from "East of Suez'" is likely to show up as a further decrease
on the graphs.

The Chinese Communists' bellicosity of the early
fifties shows up on the graphs as does the fluorescence of.che
Taiwan Straits crisis. The dip in the chart after 1963 re-
flects to an extent the internal chaos of the Cultural
Revolution.

The Soviet Union has maintained a fairly high level
on the.intensity aggregate chart with the exception of 1955
through 1959. The sharp rise on the scale after 1959 shows
the Soviet's :nvolvement in the Congo, Lacs, Vietnam, Cuba,
the Middle East, and the Berlin Crisis

France's involvement.in international turmoil, with
the exception of Berlin crises, has been exclusively related
to its former colonial territories. The drop in the incidence
scale and intensity aggregate graph after 1962 reflects the
end of the Algerian war and the rapid granting of indepencence
to almost all of its former colonies in Africa. (See Graph 5,

Table 9, Graph 6 and Table 10.)
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TABLE 9
INCIDINCE SCALE BY COUNTRIES

Date CPR USSR

-

U.s,

France

1946
léé?
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953

S = T~ I R TR SR XY

1954
- 1955
1956

o S N VS D X R VU X D o B N R R

1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968

La W NN W WL WO WD O O
Lﬂ MR 0O 0O N NN W e NP WW R L e W W ON
Lﬂ MR R H D P W N O O DO NN M

IOD—‘OOHONNHuuw

Total incident-
24A years by country 42 43

[¥,]
~
N
0

1
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
2
2
3
2
2
2
2
3
2
0
0
0
0
0

-2
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Date

1946

1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955

1956
1957

1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965

1966
1967

1968
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TABLE 10

INTEN3SITY AGGREGATE SCALE BY COUNTRY

8 2
8 2
9 6
9 4
6 10
6 11
6 10
. 6 14
3 8
0 15
"0 16
0 11
9 16
0 11
9 4
17 7
23 8
9 0
10 3
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8 0
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Israel's inclusion is reflective of the turbulence
and animosity which predominate in that area of the world.

Other countries have a history of turmoil. Syria,
Indonesia, and Cuba all fit this category. Besides being
racked by numerous internal revolts and coups, Syria has been
involved in eiglit fracases with its neighbors. There have
been eight coups, revolutions, or othe~ incidents (such as
Sukarno's "Konfrontasi' with Malaysia) in Indonesia which
were marked by a high level of violence. Cuba's involvement
in a high number of iuncidents is directly attributable to the
present regime which has announced its ‘desire to foster other
revolutio;s in the Hemisphere.

Incidents Iavolving Nuclear Powers:¥®

The five cc.ntries which have been involved in the
greatest number of incidents since the Second World War are
also the five members of the nuclear club. The Uﬁited States
has been involved in 23 incidents since becoming a nuclear |

power, the United Kingdom 15, the USSR 12, France 4, and

Communist China 3.

*For the purpose of this study, a nuclea: power is any country
which has exploded a nuclear device. It i5 not dependent on a
nation having an arsenal of nuclear weapons ready to use in a
war. The U.S. became a nuclear power in 1945, the Soviet Union
in 1948, England in 1952, France in 1960, and the Chinese Peoples

Republic in 1964. (For a list »f inciden:s, see Appendix B,
Page 49.
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Since 1946 there have been 41 incidents which have
! involved one or more of the nuclear powers. Ten of these have
‘ ) been direct confrontations between more than one nuclear power.
' These confrontations have generally been of a higher categori-

zation fthan other type incidents and lave been (at least

{ ' potentially) the most dangerous to world peace. A third of.
these took place in Europe; all involved the city of Berlin.
One has occurred in the Middle East (the Suez crisis), and
four have been in Asia (Laos, Korea, South Vietnam, and the
Sea of Japan). In Africa only the Congo crisis and in the

Western Hemisphere only the Cuban Missile Crisis can be termed

direct confrontations.
The remainder of the .. incidents have involved one
or more nuclear powers aligned against one or more non-nuclear

states. Non-nuclear powers were not deterred from their basic

course of action by the knowledge that their opponent possessed
| nuclear weapons but rniay have been encouraged in the use of
force by a nuclear spoasor who was not a direct participant.

Certainly, the scale. intensity, or duration of a conflict was

influenced by the disparity of power between the participants.
Of the total number of incidents involving nuclear

powers, seven have occurred in Europe; in fact, all incidents
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in Europe have involved at least one nuclear power. All,

except the Greek civil war have direccly involve& the Soviet

Union. Seven morz have taken place in the Middle East, and

all but one direc:ly involved Britain, But only two have

occurred there since 1960 following the withdrawal of Britain

and France from the area. Asia has witnessed 14 such incidents

since World War II1 and 10 of these since 1960. Of the six
~incidents in Africa which involved nuclear powers, all but one
were anti-colonial struggles directed against France and England.

Seven incidents have taken place in the Western Hemisphere and

all have involved the United States. But the only incident cf

serious proportions was the Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962, (See’

Table 11.)
TABLE 11
INCIDENT, INVOLVING NUCLEAR POWERS
1945-49 1950-59 1960-68 Totals by Area

Europe 2 4 1 7
Middle East 1 4 2 7
Asila - 4 10 14
Africa - 3 3 6
W. Hemisphere -— _1 _6 A
Total by o

Periods: 3 16 22 41
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Of the forty-one incidents since 1946, three occurred

in the forties when there were only two nuclear powers. Six-
teen transpired in the following ten years when only Britain
gained nuclear statﬁs. Two more powers attained nuclear
capability in the sixties, and the total number of incidents

for this period already is 22, a 37 per cent increase over the

preceding decadaz,

Incidents Involving Industrial Countries:

Forty-eight incidents have occurred since 1546 which
‘have involved the industrialized countries of the world.* Of
these almost half have occurred since 1960. There were nine
incidents in the forties, 17 in the fifties, and 22 in the
sixties. Asia and the Middle Easc have accounted for most of
ihe incidents. Turthermore, in Asia there has been a sharp
increase in the number of incidents since 1960. This is
another indicec :ion that Asia has become the center of conilict
in the world. 1In the Middle East, there has been a cdecline

in the : umber of incidents involving the industrial countries,

and Africa has seen a similar decline. 7These are the resul:t

*For this study, industrialized countries are rhose of Western
Europe (except Portugal and Ireland) Poland, the German

Democratic Republic, Czechoslovakia, the USSR, U.S,, Canada,
and Japan,
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of the military withdrawal from the regions of the former
colonial powers. In the Americas, there has been an increase
in the number of inciderts. This in part reflects the Cuban
situation and the cold war, but also the struggle against

what is considered American "neo-colonialism.’ (See Table 12.)

TABLE 12 \

INCIDENTS INVOLVING INDUSTRIAL COUNTRIES

1945-49 1850-59 1960-68 Totals by Area

Europe 2 4 1 7
Middle East 2 5 3 10
Asia ) 4 3 9 16
Africa 1 4 3 8
Western

Hemisphere - 1 _6 _7
Total by Periods 9 17 | 22 48

Incidents Involving Communist Countries:

Forty-six of the 118 incidents listed in this itucdy
or 39 per cent have involved directly or indirectly a Communist
power or a Communist parry in a non-Communist state.* The

following are the Jonmunist powers and the number of incidents

*For a list of ancidents involving Communist countries, sce
Appendix C, page 52, -
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in which each has been involved: the Chinese Peoples Republic
(20), the USSR (18), Cuba (6), the German Democratic Republic
(4), the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (4), North Korea (2),
Poland, Hungary, Albania, Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia, and
Bulgaria (one each). In addition there have been eight other
internationally significant incidents involving local indigenous
Communist elements around the world.

As noted before, every incident in Europe has in-
volved a Communist power. Asia has recorded 28 incidents of
one sort or another in which Communists have been involved.

The Westgrﬁ Hemisphere since 1954 has had seven cases with
Communist involvement. By contrast, the Middle East has only
had three cases, although Communist diplomacy has been very
active in the region. In Africa, only the Congc situation
had substantial Communist involvement.

During the past eight years, there has been a sizable
increase in the number of incidents which have involved
Communists of one “1k or another, but the categorizations of
these more num. tances generally are lower than those

jucidents of the forties and fifties,
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v, CONCLUSIONS:

Trends in Types of Conilicts:

Anti- or Neo-Colonial:

In the Middla East, the de-colonization process was
relatively simple and non-violent when compared to Asia and
Africa. With only a handful of colonial outposts left in the
region, anti-colonial struggles are not likely to be numerous
or important phenomena. What can be expected are struggles
against the last vestiges of colonial empires. The latest
example has been the riots in Aden against British rule just
previous to independence.

Anti-colonial conflicts have steadily decreased in
number in Asia since the forties because there are virtually
no colonial empires left in the Far East. Those small areas
which are stili under the rule of colonial powers are likely
to remain, unless a neighboring power, as in the cases of Hong
Kong and Macao, the Chinese, decide to overrun them.

Africa is the only area of the world in which one
can expect an increase in anti-colonial type struggles. Al-
though most of the colonial empires have been liquidated, the
Portuguese colonies cf Angola and Mozambique, and the white

supremist regines of southern Africa remain and are the targets
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of anti-colonial forces in the continent.

Cold War:

There has been an increasing number of incidents
which have involved Communist and anti-Communist forces in
each successive period since the Second World War. This in-
crease is attributable more to local Communist elements than
to the Communist powers themselves,

In Europe there has been no major incident since
the Berlin crisis of 1962, Berlin remains a sore in
the midéle of Europe and could always be the flash-point for
a future incident. But unless the vital interests of one of
the superpowers is endangered, conflict in Europe 1is unlikely.

The East-West struggle is most evident in the Middle
East. The Soviet Union was deeply implicated in the latest
Arab-Israeli War and Soviet pilots have seen accion in Yemen.
Also, the continuing provision of arms to the Arabs by the
USSR threatens to uprec the delicate balance of power in the
area and lead to another conflict. Furthermore, the Soviets
have become more active in the region in trying to woo the

Northern Tier of states, Turkey, Iran, and Pakistan, away from
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the West througn arms Geals and economic aid. 3By dbecoming a
resident power in the region (the early manifestations of

this are seen in the Soviet Navy in the Mediterranean), the
chances of the Soviets becoming involved in one of the region's
conflicts are increased, With their presence, a new dimension
in the struggles of the area is ‘likely to emerge.

Asia has been the center of cold war incidents since
the early fifties, and the contest for Southeast Asia is likely
to continue for some time to come. In addition, other areas
seem to be susceptible to Communist influence. India, for
example, with all its internal difficulties, is a likely
candidaté.

Africa has so far largely escaped the impact of the
cold war, but Communist elements have increased and tried to
align themselves with the forces for social change which have
become strongexr. Although the Soviet Union has tended to rely
on more tradition.l :orms of diplomacy in Africa, China has
been actively seelting to expand its influence amdng the under-
developed countries of the world by any means whatsoever.
Sections of East and West Africa already have seen an increase
in Communist exploited incidents.

Latin America, like Africa, has seen an increase

in Communist activity in recent years., Cuba has been actively
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. supporting revolutions in the other republics. Guatemala,

Colombia, Venezuela, and Bolivia have all experienced incidents

S em e

of Communist terrorism or insurgency. Although none of these

attempts to foster revolution has succeeded, the attempts are

o ——

likely to continue.

‘ Social Change:

The developing world will be the stage for a number
of social upheavals in the future. Ia the past Asia has had
the highest level of social conflict, much of it tied to cold
war incidents. The Western Hemisphere also has experienced a
number of social upheavals. But the Middle East and Africa
will 1iéely be the scene for this type of conflict as the
nations of these areas emerge into the twentieth century.

Nejighbor-neighbor Conflicts:

The level of neighbor-neighbor conflicts increased
greatly in the fifties and sixties. Asia and, to a lesser
extent, the Middle Ea: t are responsible for the increase. The
level in Asia will most likely remain the same as long as the
present instability exists within Southeast Asia. The level
in the Western Hemisphere, which has always been very low, is
not likely to increase. On the other hand, Africa and the

Middle East hold promise of greater neighbor-neighbor conflicts.
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As these countries giined independence, frontier areas were
often ill defined. Consequently, Africa has witnessed a large
increase in border disputes since 1960 and, until boundaries
are carefully delineated these dispﬁtes will continue.

QOther Conclusions:

During the past twenty-three years, there have been
certain changes in the geography of conflict. While certain
regions have te ded to become more stable, others, relatively
free of internat:ional conflict before, have witnessed an
increase in both the number and intensity of incidents.

Europe is the most striking example of the emergence
of an ar=a of stability. When compared to both its previous
history in the 20th century and to other regions of the world,
the stability in Eurore is remarkable. North America is the
other region which has been devoid of international turmoil.
In all the Americas there have been only eight major (Category
I1I or higher) incidents during the period of this study, more
than.a third of which have involved the Communist regime in
Cuba. No neighbor-neighbor conflict has occurred in eight
years; in fact, there has not been a real war in the Western

Hemisphere since before World War II. Most of the registered

35

T "




0g))

incidents are social upheavals which have cold war overtones.
The notable exceptions are, of course, the overthrow of Arbenz
in Guatemala, the Bay of Pigs, the Cuban Missile Crisis, and
the Santo Domingo intervention of 1965. By just about every
measure used in this study, the Western Hemisphere is shown
to-be a region of little disturbances overshadowed by a general
peace.

In the Middie East, much of the immediate postwar
turmoil involved Turkey and Iran. But since the forties, the
Northern Tier has been fairly quiet, and the centers of conflict
have shifted to Israel, Syria, Iraq, Egypt, and the southern
parts of the Arabian peninsula. The withdrawal of the colonial
powers, Britain and Fraace, from the Middle East has allowed the
lid to blow off th: pot as the stability which formerly was
imposed has dissolved. The increase in neighbor-neighbor con-
flicts attests to this rfact. In general, the area of stability
in the Middle East has decreased during the period of this study.

Little need be said of Asia. The constant turmoil
in the region speaks for itself. Once the Japanese, who had
destroyed the rule and the image of the Western colonialists,
were defeated and the anti-colonial struggle against the French

and Dutch began, t' e level of violence skyrocketed from its
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nrewar level. The decline in the intensity aggregate scale
and the level of incidence in the mid to late fifties is
reflective of the success of the anti-colonial movement. How=
ever, the increase in social upheavals, cold war incidents,
and neighbor-neighbor feuds has kept the number and intensity
of incidents at a high level.

Within Africa there has been a geographic change
in conflict., With the exception of the revolts in Madagascar
and the Cameroons, before 1960 the anti-colonial struggle was
centered in northern and eastern Africa. But by the early
sixties, most of ~he countries of ;he northern and the horn
regions of Africa were independent, and the anti-colonial
struggle shifted to sub-Saharan Africa--the Congo, Angola,
Mozambique, South ’/ frica, and Rhodesia. The level of incidence
in 1960 had double! from 1959 and remained substantially above
the average level of the late fifties. The end oé the anti-
colonial movement :n the northern and eastern regicns of Africa
did not mean the end of turmoil, The newly independent areas
have been the scene of increased instances of social turmoil
and clashes over poorly defined boundaries,

There is a definite positive correlation tetween the

level of development and the level ¢f intermatiomnal conflicts
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in an area. The most highly developed areas have seen less
employment of military force in the postwar period than the
developing areas +hich seem to rely on arms for the settlement
of their disputes. Jurthermore, those developing countries
which are newly iidependent are wmore prone to us# military
force than those nations which although underdeveloped have
possessed a national identity for some time, such as the Latin
American republics. In seeking national development, affluence,
identity, prestige, recognition, and power, these newly
independent regimes are impatient and often resort to those
means which appear to promise the iastest return. This accounts,
;t least-partially, for the rise in the number of neighbor-
neighbor feuds and social upheavals within the developing
world. There are other contributing factors. The general
increase in world tecb..ology and the resulting ease with which
weapons can be aanufactured has fostered the use of force.
Furthermore, the sale of armaments due to the cold war to
client states has bec.. a de-stabilizing factor in some
instances.

More significant than the change inn the geography
of conflict are the changes in the types of itnciaents and

the methods of involvement of the various parties. The most
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important change has been in the behavior of the two super-
powers and to a lesser extent the other nuclear powers. Because
conflict between them carries the risk of escalation to nuclear
war, the actions of the Soviet Union and the United States .
have been marked by caution and restraint. Both have shown

a regard for the vital interests and the prestige ct the other,
and there has been no dicect confrontation between the super-
powers since October 1962.

Because of the dangers of high intensity conflict,
those nations with nuclear capab?” !+ 2s have tended to rely on
other means. One result has been the increased use or encourage-
ment of client states to pursue a course which would benefit
or further the national aims of its mentor. Conflict by proxy
reduces the risks of d'rect confrontation between the two
superpowers. Another resmlt has been an increase in ''low-
visipility" conilicts, that is externally supported insurgencies,

guerrilla wars, and subversion,

The {oregoing analysis suggests certain conclusions
about the future. The two superpowers and the major nowers

will avoid divect confrontation because of the dengers of

nuclear war. Therefore, there is basis for a more general

detente between the United Statées and the Sovieg Union.




On the other hand, it also appears likely that there will be
greater activity along the lower end of the conflict spectrum.
As political, soclal, and economic development and the desire
for that developme