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ABSTRACT

This document presents information on air attacks and on civil defense
preparations and accomplishments in the city of Hamburg, Germany, up to the
time of the large scale attacks that began on July 25, 1943. A map summary
of bombed sites; numerical and graphical summaries of the air attacks; a
map of security police groups, sectors, and precincts; and a diagram of the
organization and structure of the security policy are presented. The bulk
of the document consists of a chronology of police bulletins, pamphlets,
orders, and organization plans for emergency service situations, A civil
defense system was develored in response to preconceived and observed ef-
fects, from the covering of windows to the preparation of shelter rooms,
to poison gas protection, to blast protection, to shelter habitability,
and finally, to the recognition of fire as the major hazard to be faced.
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ABSTRACT

This document presents information on attacks and on civil defense
activities in the city ol Hamburg, Germany, during and after the largce
scale attacks that started on July 25, 1943, Many cyewitness reports
of events during the air attacks from July 25 to August 3, 1943, are
quoted. Numerous illustrations show attack damage sustained by the city
as well as civil defense activities initiated to counter the effects of
the attack. A collection of police bulletins and newspaper articles
from the period July to December, 1943, document the restoration of the
civil defense forces and the implementation of police security measures
to prevent looting and disecase epidemics, to identify missing persons,
and to restore public utilities to the city. Expert medical opinion
is presented on the dangers of epidemics caused by corpses and on the
causces of death from the attacks as revealed by autopsy findings. A
descriptive and profuscly illustrated section gives detailed information
on the performance and use of air raid shelters.
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FOREWORD

This volume is one of a series that describes various aspects of
damage sustained and civil defense measures taken by the City of Hamburg,
Germany, in the air raids during World War II. The titles of the volumes
constituting this series, together with a brief indication of their con-
tents are given below.

The volume entitled, "Summary of Damage Inflicted by Air Raids on
the City of Hamburg in the Period July 25 to August 3, 1943," presents
statistical information compiled under the direction of the Hamburg Police y €7
President. Figures are given on the air attack times, strength, and tar-
gets; bombs and leaflets dropped; losses of population, livestock, vehi-
cles, and equipment; emigration; property damage for each of 13 civil
defense sectors; damage to public services, transportation, and utilities;
property damage by the type of property, such as residences, establish-
ments, ships, and railways; enemy planes shot down; and forces employed
to counter the effects of air raids,

The volume, "Appendixes 1 Through 7 to the Hamburg Police President's
Report on the Large Scale Air Attacks on Hamburg, Germany, in World War II,"”
ic more detailed than the preceding volume and presents a map summary of
the bombed sites; numerical and graphical summaries of the air attacks; a
map of security police groups, sectors, and precincts; and a diagram of
the organization and structure of the security police. The bulk of the
volume (pages 39-271) presents police bulletins, pamphlets, and orders,
news reports; and organization plans for a major catastrophe,

The third volume in the series, "Appendixes 8 Through 19 to the Ham-
burg Police President's Report on the Large Scale Air Attacks on Hamburg,
Germany, in World War II," concludes the supporting material begun in the
preceding volume and includes maps, photos, and eyewitness reports; de-
scriptions of civil defense problems such as police security measures,
rebilleting the population, identification of missing persons, public
health measures, and restoration of public utility services; identifica-
tion of the causes of death of bombing victims; and information on the
performance and use of air-raid shelters,




A summary of building coverage and fuel loading (kilograms of wood)
for the two conflagration areas on a block-by-block basis is given in
the volume entitled, "Examination of the Building Density and Fuel Load-
ing in the Districts Eimsbuttel and Hammerbrook in the City of Hamburg
as of July 1943." Building classification methods are defined, and pro-
cedures for detailed computation of fuel loadings are presented. Sta-
tistical information, before and after the air raids, is given for popu-
lation and housing. A method for classifying buildings according to
their susceptibility to damage by fire is suggested in the Appendix.

"Fuel Density Data for Individual Lots in the Eimsbuttel and Hammer-
brook Districts of Hamburg, 1943" was distributed only to those persons
who had a need for fuel loading and building coverage data on a lot-by-
lot basis. An additional 2,300 pages of even more detailed data, from
which the published data have been derived, are retained by the Office
of Civil Defense as an ultimate source of individual building structural
information.

The translation of these volumes has preserved the format of the
original German documents and was prepared under Stanford Research JInsti-
tute Project MU-6464 (OCD Subtask No. 2536D) on agreement between the
U.S. Office of Civil De‘ense (Research) and the West German authorities.
The translation was made by Mrs. Edith Molton, and some minor editing
has been done to increase clarity, preserve connotation, and maintain
consistency with some of the supporting detailed data. Because of prior
patent rights on certain photographs and data, no part of these reports
may be reproduced for publication without prior permission from the Of-
fice of Civil Defense.
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PREFACE
by

Carl F. Miller

‘The translated version of this German document was prepared by
Mrs. Edith Mliller Molton. Considerable care was taken in preparation
of the text to retain the form and flavor of the original German text
and to minimize any attempt to rewrite the report in modern style,

Although a table of Contents has been added to enable the reader to
find material on the various subjects that are discussed in the appendixes,
a few comments are given here to summarize the contents of several of the
appendixes,

The first seven appendixes present information on attacks and on
civil defense preparations and accomplishments up to the time of the large
scale attacks that started on July 25, 1943. While the central theme of
collected materials appears to be *‘hat of substantiating a case for
adequate preparedness of the civil defense capabilities of the city of
Hamburg, certain types of information about the functions of the systems
evolved and their effectiveness are presented. The material was gathered
quite rapidly within the period from early August 1943 to early November
1943. A good deal of repetition of subject matter occurs throughout that
makes the reading somewhat lengthy; however it clarifies the positions
taken by those in authority regarding their approach to civil defense
preparedness and to the means of protecting the population.

Below are listed, for each appendix starting with Appendix 7,

subjects that receive attention in the discussion. To conserve space,
the subjects are given by a single word, a phrase, or a sentence.

Appendix 7: Police Bulletins, Pamphlets, Orders, and Organization Plans

for Emergency Service Situations (Before July 1943)

Shelter construction. GShelter use. Mnst casualties from
people in the streets and in poorly organized shelters. Escalation of
emphasis on protective measures: blackout procedures, the shelter roon,
poison gas protection, chairs, toilets, window closures to protect
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against flying debris, beds, heating and ventiiation, the fire watch,
special construction (cost and labor distributions), packed luggage,
sand and sand boxes, water and water containers, fire extinguishers,
bounty on extinguishing fire bombs, clearing of the attics, removal of
wood in attic floors, more fire watches. (Thus, the system developed

in response to preconceived and observed effects, from the covering of
windows to the preparation of shelter rooms, to poison gas protection, to
blagt protection, to shelter habitability, and finally to the recognition
of fire as the major hazard to be faced; a recognition of the advantage
of emtinguishing the fire bombs rapidly came early).

Appendix 10: Eyewitness Reports of the Air Attacks on Hamburg from
July 25, 1943 to August 3, 1943

The material of this appendix gives a description of l1ife
within the fire storm; contributions are from survivors.

Appendix 12: Reconstruction of the Air Defense System (and Lessons)

The main danger in air attacks is from fire. A glorious
performance by the civil defense organization, but more must be done the
next time. More sand. More wet sand. More very wet sand (for the
phosphorus bombs). More water and water buckets. Remove carpets and
drapes. More people out of shelter on fire watch. Put out fire bombs
and forget the high explosives, Goggles and gas masks. More portable
fire extinguishers. More tearing hools. More splinter-protection beams
for the shelter ceiling. Clear duty to save homes first (except for
women and children) from destruction by the enemy. Shelter evacuation
procedures, Emergency exits and escape routes to public squares and parks.
Use wet clothing or blankets and crawl out. Energetic, forceful, decisive,
and prudent leaders needed. No telephones. Messenger service. Above-
ground pipelines. Motorized pumps. Water, gas, and electric services
not to be counted on. Motor fuel reserves. Food and water for shelters
and fire fighters. Fire watches to live on ships. All must work. Clean
the streets. Dynamite the gutted buildings. Bury the dead, both human
and animal. Keep children out of craters and mud puddles. The survivors
are tougher, more experienced, and stronger. Heroes. Sorrow. Bravery.
Fellowship of war; all are the same in the face of death. Population
bonded by catastrophe. The ultimate fruits of destruction: a brighter
future. (The listed subject matter clearly indicates differentiation
between the important technical findings and the interpretation placed
thereon by the news media.) Draft of emergency squads. Public shelter
admittance cards. Who should go to shelter.
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Appendix 13: Security Measures

Looting. Ruriors. Reclamation and salvage of property.
Re-entry to burned areas. Collapse of damaged structures. Traffic
regulations.

Appendix 14: Relocation of Population

Rebilleting of homeless. Women with children must leave.
Workers and civil defense people must stay. Food and lodging in short
supply

Appendix 15: Dangers of Epidemics, Causes of Death

None from corpses (most areas uninhabitable). Bodies carry
no disease organism. Decay rapid (rats do not tourh). Fly population
decimated. Death in shelters due to carbon monoxide poisoning. Death
in street due to breathing hot air. (More recent explanations emphasize
the thermal effects, similar to heat prostration, as the major cause of
death in both situations; but perhaps the true cause(s) of most of the
deaths was a combination of the effects of the heat, presence of poisonous
gases and smoke, depleted oxygen content of the air, and other factors.)

Appendix 16: Census of Missing Peiasons

Census office. Registration. Foundlings. Guardians. Lost
and found personal property. Proof of death. Clothing identification
cards. Photographs of the dead. Death and provisional death certificates.
Identification tags.

Appendix 17: Public Health Measures

Cleanliness is the first order of the day. Boil the water.
Boil the milk. Free vaccinations. Medical service at the rescue stations.
Dig latrines. Bury decayed garbage. Fight flies. Covered containers for
food. Do not pollute canals and rivers.

Appendix 18: Technical Emergency Service: Restoration of Public Utilities

Electric power. Gas. Water. Damage repair of boilers and
distribution lines. Riddled tanks, destroyed regulators, broken pipes.
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Salvage operations. Cannibalization. Dig emergency wells (drinking water
first). Tankcars. (Repair crews of private companies were not able to
cope with the rapid restoration of elect: .ty, gas, water, and telephone
services; the TES was formed to accomplisi this task and was responsible

for the rapid restoration of these scrvices after the air raids on all the
German cities.)

Appendix 19: The Performance of the Air-Raid Shelters

Private shelters. Public air-raid shelters. Bunkers,
Tunnels. Entryways. Exits. (Major emphasis is on the response of the
shelters to the overpressure from high explosive bombs and on exits for
evacuation without hindrance from debris cover. The loss of life in the
specially-constructed shelters or in other shelters where early evacua-
tion to a safe place was possible was very small.)

i it St .. 5
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Appendix 8

MAP OF AIR ATTACK PATTERNS ON HAMBURG
IN PERIOD OF JULY 25 TO AUGUST 3, 1943




THE AIR ATTACKS ON HAMBURG FROM JULY 25 TO AUGUST 3, 1943

Air Routes and Assembly Points for Enemy Aircraft
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A PICTURE REPORT OF DAMAGES
CAUSED BY THE AIR ATTACKS ON HAMBURG
FROM JULY 25 TO AUGUST 3, 1943
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The Bumning City




The Buming City




Burning Tower of St. Katharine's Church

The sun was hidden for days by a cloud
of smoke from the air attack.

This picture shows the city hall tower
damaged by fire.
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Destroyed Streets
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Destroyed Streets
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Destroyed Streets
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Destroyed Streets
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Debris Removal in the Streets
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Debris Removal in the Streets
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Debris Removal in the Streets
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Damaged Bridges and Blocked Canals in the City
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Domaged Bridges and Blocked Canals in the City




Damaged Bridge. and Blocked Canals in the City




Damaged Bridges and Blocked Canals in the City
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Re-billeting of the Homeless Population
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Re-billeting of the Homeless Population
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Drinking Water Supply
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Feeding the Population
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Busses Employed to Move the Population
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Destroyed Traffic Installations
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Destroyed Traffic Installations
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Gutted Police Department with Cultural Londmark
"Gortzsches Palais"
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Gutted Police Department with Cultural
Landmark "Gortzsches Palais"
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Gutted Theater und Movie Houses
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Gutted Theatres and Movie Houses
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Barmbeck Hospital




Lohmuhlen Hospital
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Eppendorf University Hospital

35




MAP OF MAIN THOROUGHFARES OF HAMBURG

The heavily marked thoroughfares were completely impassable for traffic during
the first few days ofter the major air attacks. Following are some photographs
showing these streets after debris clearance.
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1. Hoheluftschaussee 6. Hammerlandstrasse;
Highway to Kiel Highway to Bergedorf-Berlin

2. Rothenbaumchaussee and Muhlenkamp 7/8. Harburg, Bremen, Cuxhaven
Highway to Segeberg
Bergstrasse;

3. Mundsburgerdamm, Homburgerstrasse; Highway fo Elbchaussee-Wedel

Highway to Oldesloe-Lubeck

10. Eimsbuttelerstrasse, Fruchtallee;

4, Steindamm, Wandsbeker Chaussee; Highway to Pinneberg-Elmshorn

Highway to Lubeck

5. Sievekingsallee, Autobahn;
Highway to Lubeck
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Posters
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Posters
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Posters
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Persons Killed on the Street
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Persons Killed on the Street
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Person Killed on the Street
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Recovering Bodies
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Recovering Bodies
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Recovering Bodies
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Recovering Bodies




In C.D. Shelters
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Work at Ohlsdorf Cemetery
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Appendix 10

EYEWITNESS REPORTS OF EVENTS
DURING THE AIR ATTACKS ON HAMBURG
FROM JULY 25 TO AUGUST 3, 1943




Twenty-third Police Precinct Hamburg, August 25, 1943

REPORT ON THE RESCUE OF PERSONS FROM CERTAIN DEATH BY ASPHYXIATION
IN AN AIR-RAID SHELTER

During the night ot July 24-25, 1943, in which \he cnemy brought
untold horrors to our beautiful Hamburg, two of my colleagues in the
police force and 1 were assigned to rescue endangered persons. After our
precinct house had been damaged by high explosive and fire bombs to such
an extent that the rescue of material possessions was out of the question,
our police precinct personnel initiated actions to rescue residents from
burning buildings and bring them to safcty. Without cessation, we sent
women and children hurrying through the streets to reach the Elevated
Train Station at Emilienstrasse where there was comparative safety.

A sergeant approached me snd pointed out that about 150 persons had
taken shelter in the Public Sheiter at 136 Fruchtallee. The Heusshof was
on fire, and the people in the shelter there needed to be checked on.
Together with Reserve Master Sergeant Pourlenski and my colleague Nordwald
from our precinct, I lert for the above-mentioned shelter. When we
arrived, the second story of the Heusshof was on fire, but the occupants
of the shelter located under the Heusshof did not seem to be in any
danger. About 90 foreign workers of various nationalities were in the
shelter, as well as about 60 German citizens, mostly older men and women
and children, The 1ights had ceased to function. The German people in
the sheiter were hopeful that the air attack would soon be over and that
they would be able to return to their apartments. The foreigners, on th.
other hand, were very restless, especially the Frenchmen. Our citizens,
however, after being reassured by ue, were not influenced by them. The
responsible air-raid warden, Mr. Hahn, was constantly reassuring the
people in the shelter.

After we had ascertained that for the time being there was no danger
to the shelter occupants, we went back out into the street where we resumed
our previous task. I told the shelter inhabitants that we would keep an
eye on them and would return if it became necessary. This explanation
seemed especially reassuring to them.

After a while, the fire in the Heusshof building was getting stronger

so that the ground floor had begun to burn. Together with my comrades I
again went to the building. By now it had become absolutely necessary to
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evacuate the shelter and to direct people to the Elevated Train Station
at Emrlienstrasse. The ceiling began to heat up, and through the air
vents, fumes had begun to seep into the cellar. Worst ol all, heavy
smoke had begun to filter in. The emergency exit could not be used,
because the wooden boards there were on fire. We decided to evacuate the
cellar immediately to save the people from certain death by asphyxiation.
The foreign workers were urged to pick up the childrea in their arms and
to assist the women out of the sheiter. Our orders were obeyed without
question.

All persons present were asked to use the center of the street and
get to the elevated station as quickly as possible. Thus, the shelter
was evacuated in a very short time. Now and then there was a brief delay
when the flames flared up in front of the cellar exit, but cur women
were very brave; they put cloths and blankets around their hcads.

My colleagues were tirelessly moving the people to the street. I
remained in the cellar and supervised the departure. In the meantime,
the fire increased in intensity. The movie house located nuxt to the
Heusshof had started to burn. Stay in the shelter ecame more and more
intolerable. Sweat broke out all over my body, and my eyes burned from
smoke and heat. I made the rounds of all the cecllar rooms once more to
make sure everyone was out. After receiving no annswer any longer to my
repeated calls, 1 left the shelter, presumably the last person to do so.
I reached the outside only with the greatest difficulty because of the
flames from above, especially since the exit at the cinema was blocked
by a firewall. ] gained the street by climbing over & collapsed wall.
A short time before, Reserve Master Sergeant Pourlenski had used the
same route with the last occupants of the shelter.

We were overjoyed to be able to save these poor people. The air-
raid shelter itself withstood the attack and remained intact, but the
people would have been killed by the incense heat. To my deep regret,
1 learned the next day from the air-raid warden, Mr. Hahn, that two
bodies were found in the shelter. One was a Frenchman, and the other
an elderly German citizen. They must have crawled away and remained in
the cellar without our knowing it; I was not able to find anyone when I
left the shelter; however, it was very dark and thick smoke had filled
the rooms.

It should be mentioned that the evacuation of the shelter took
place after the attack was over.

(Signed) Kalix
Master of Security Police
No. 5142
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46th Police Precinct Marmannstrasse Bunker
40th CD Precinct Hamburg, August 31, 1943

ACTIVITY REPORT

When the air alarm sounded on July 27, 1943, 1 ordered three men to
patrol the precinct and I did the same. Within ten minutes after my
roeturn to the police station, the first bombs were falling., After a
while--1 cannot remember the exact time--the tower watch came to me at
the station and reported that the sector building was alrecady on fire.
Soon we had a report irom the sector that the b.ilding was on firce all
the way down to the first floor. The Sector Cumiuader and some of the
officials had rushed outside. Shortly therenfter, the Sector Commander
ordered the evacuation of the stations (sector and precinct) which
order was passed on by me with the call "Everybody out!” At the time,
1 was in the hall of sector headquarters and urged everyone to leave the
building without haste. 1 discovered that the telephone operators were
leaving their cubicles without thinking and in great haste. [ stopped
them and had them wrap wet blankets around themselves; otherwise, they
wculd have been burned. Finally, only two or three men and myself were
left at headquarters. We stood a few moments before the cellar exit to
make sure that we were the last ones out, then I ran back up the stairs,
across the yard of the fire station, and around the tower to Billborner
Briickenstrasse in the direction of the Round Bunker. (n my way, 1 saw
only burning buildings and heard the terrible howl of the fire storm,
which, in my opinion, made people forget all reason and act purely by
instinct. 1In front of the bunker, I found a large group of people who
had already taken complete leave of their senses. 1 took a hand
immediately and got several small children into the Round Bunker above
the heads of the crowd. 1 had to proceed rather ruthlessly because
several men tried to get into the bunker before the women and children
by force. Because of the tremendous heat that emanated from the board
fence surrounding the open square, the people acted in complete panic
and only with the grcvatest effort could they be kept in some kind of
order. When, after some time, I went to the door on the water side of
the tower to try and restore order, several bodies were lying on the
square. 1 was already so much affected by the heat that 1 became dizzy
and 1 was pulled into the tower by several people.

After the fire storm abated somewhat, 1 went out again and walked
around the precinct in the direction of the Branshofer Locks. On this
journey, the full impact of the brutal attack was impressed upon me.

1 found bodies at the Fire Fighting Station at Billhorner Rdhrendamm
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and in Billheimer Canal Strasse and later on in front of the air-i'aid
shelter at Billhorner Rohrendamm 24, When I returned, the evacuation

. of the tower by ship from Flligeldeich had begun and I could lend a
: helping hand.

(Signed) Scheer
Master of Security Police
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Sergeant of the Security Police (i.R.) Bey
Headquarters Bunker Commander '
Civil Defense Bunker Frankenstrasse 38 Hamburg, August 1943

ACTIVITY REPORT

Attack of July 27-28, 1943, Alarm at 11:30 p.m,

Shortly after the alarm, I arrived at the bunker where I met Deputy
Bunker Commander Pfeiffer. I went with him through the rooms of the bunker
and ascertained that they were all heavily occupied, and still more people
were coming in.

Everything was still quiet, and ] used this time to go around the
block Heidenkampweg I-Frankenstrasse 38-Torweg, and asked the people
standing outside to go to the shelter.

On the way back, on Heidenkampweg, the searchlights suddenly flared
up on a wide front in an easterly direction and general flak fire began.
The first flicker of fires could be noticed.

I rushed back to the bunker and herded the curious gathered outside
into the shelter, cleared the gas sluices, closed the steel doors, and
posted military personnel in front of every one of the numerous doors
with the order to let nobody out and to check incoming people for
phosphorus traces.

I asked Pfeiffer to remain near me. We went through the rooms
several times and calmed down the people who jumped up and became restless
when the first bomb explosions were heard. 1 pointed out the sturdiness
of the bunker and soon I had gained the confidence of the people.

Inquiries on my part ascertained that all hell had broken loose on
the outside. Everything was burning with a terrible evenness, and one
could hear the rumble of the rather low flying Tommies. The house to
which one of the exits on the canal side led was already on fire, and
extinguishing the fire was impossible. High explosive bombs were falling
in the immediate vicinity and drove the people trying to fight the fire
back into the bunker. A woman was taken unconscious from a burning
staircase and cared for by a nurse's aide. In the meantime, more and more
people came out of the burning houses to join us and they were all tested
for phosphorus. Some of the people had thrown off their clothes. They
were in no danger of catching cold, since it was nice and warm in the
bunker already.
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The air in the bunker became constantly worse. The electric lights
had failed early in the attack. I had all unnecessary candles extinguished
and the halls cleared. This made things even more crowded in the bunker,
and the air became even worse. Earlier, I had assigned military personnel
and strong civilian persons to work on the air cleaning apparatus. They
were most willing to do this and put all their efforts into the task. It
seemed important to me to show the people that we were doing something to
prevent panic.

Pfeiffer, whom 1 had asked to count the people present, counted up
to 700. The bunker was simply toc crowded, and people were lying against
each other rather than standing or sitting. A few hysterical women
suddenly began to scream. Hot water was leaking through some cracks in
the concrete ceiling. I lied to them telling them this was because they
were using hoses to extinguish the fire above us.

Everyone was very thirsty. Of course, most of the people had arrived
in the shelter without provisions despite the fact that they had been
urged for years to take something with them to the shelter. Drinking water
was finally found in a burning house on the canal and also in an industrial
basement onto which one of the emergency exits opened. In the meantime,
the canal side of the bunker got hotter and hotter,

A patrol whom 1 had sent to the precinct station came back without
results and in a weakened condition. The fire storm would not let him
proceed further than Hammerbroolkstrasse.

I went on patrol myself in the direction of Heidenkampsweg; however,
I could not go any farther because of burning debris. Despite a steel
helmet and a blanket, the heat almost ma’: me semnseless and my throat
was so dry that I could not call out.

Early in the attack, men from the district group and I had taken
command of the shelter occupants and we worked well together. We now
tried to fight our way through the cellar to get to Heidenkampsweg under-
ground. We soon realized that we were completely cut off as long as the
constantly increasing fire storm was in progress. 1 ordered a hole dug
into the wall on the canal side to crawl out. I would not let them make
a large hole, but only permitted a crack at first. This was enough to
show us that the fire had spread down to the cellar in the house next
door and everything was in flames. The room became hotter and hotter,
and smoke came in through the crack. I ordered the cellar cleared, after
I had tried to close the hole with a cloth. Unfortunately, it was so
overcrowded by now that it became unbearable in the shelter. The first
faintings occurred., Remembering my old experiences from heavy bombardment




at the Somme (in World War I), I advised people not to lie on the floor
because 1 was afraid that carbon monoxide might have crept in. The smell
in the cellar induced nausea, especially on the canal side.

I called together some determined people to try and find another
exit. The same SS-man Engel who had tried the patrol to the precinct
station before, offered to swim to the bridge at Heidenkampsweg. He was
gone a long time. In the meantime, people swam through the canal to us
and we took them in through the industrial cellar.

By now the fire had been burning for hours without diminishing. Once
more, Pfeiffer and I tried to find an exit through another part of the
industrial cellar. We were just in time to receive people crawling in
from House No. 40 through a newly created exit hole. Without us, who
knew the terrain, these people would have never found their way to us,
and would have remained under the debris of the melted industrial cellar.
The upper side was already so soft that you could not step on it any more.
At the time, it was still standing however, and we never fully realized
the danger as we were working too frantically to find a way to get the
700 people out of the shelter. We convinced ourselves that the exit on
this side too was completely cut off, The smoke we swallowed caused
intense headache, and sweat soaked through our uniforms.

Once again I ran out of the exit, after our SS-man Engel had returned,
and in Frankenstrasse near Heidenkampsweg I met a major of a Civil Defense
Regiment. I described our situation and took him back to the bunker with
me. Our connection with the outside world was established. Several more
people from the Civil Defense Regiment came to us. Now we proceeded to
clear the cellar.

The main staircase could not be used; the doors were red hot and the
stairs threatened to catch on fire any minute, although fire fighters
were trying to stop it.

I led the first group of volunteers leaving the shelter to show them
the way. Unfortunately, right in front of me two house fronts (Nos. 42
and 44) collapsed. 1 told myself ''Good Night," but I was only lightly
hit by some stones; however, I now found that my group of people had
disappeared. They had all run back when I disappeared in a cloud of dust
and smoke. I cursed roundly and brought the people back out. Then 1
established an uninterrupted human chain that I kept intact and watched
that the people took the one possible route out. This was rather a
difficult task. I had to be ruthless with some stupid people who insisted
on trying to run back into the fire. There was the constant threat of
the walls collapeing about me at any moment. However, I had to stay at
my post or I could not direct the people leaving the shelter.

65




Major von Pidoll was of the greatest assistance. He bandaged the
wounded, put clothes on the naked, and showed in every way that as an
old combat soldier his heart was in the right place. He and his people
then helped clear the self-protection shelter, in which endeavor some
other civilians also assisted. To carry the unconscious people across
the soft pavement was no easy task, especially in view of the debilitat-
ing heat in thko shelter.

After I had made the rounds of the cellar once more, accompanied by
Pfeiifer, I left the cellar as the last person. It was high time!

About 30 to 40 burn injuries and broken ribs could not be avoided.
However, everyone got out alive to Heidenkampsweg and from there on to
Stolten Park.

(Signed) Bey
Sergearit of Security Police (i.R.)




Master Sergeant of Security Police (i.R.)
Arthur Schmidt Hamburg, September 3, 1943

ACTIVITY REPORT

During the night of the second attack (July 27-28, 1943), I was
assigned to be in charge of the public air-raid shelter Spaldingstrasse
146/48 as the Chief Official Shelter Monitor. There were about 400
persons in the shelter.

The high explosive bomb hits could be heard clearly in the shelter,
but except for a very few, the people in the shelter remained calm and
orderly. When a high explosive bomb exploded close by, the electrical
lights went out, and the strong blast shook the building. The storm
lanterns were 1it at once as an emergency measure. I calmed down the
people.

After a while some men appeared and asked for fire-fighting personnel,
and 1 assigned some able bodied men, who went along willingly. More men
were assigned a second time; however, these returned after a short while
and explained that they were powerless to extinguish the fire,

I went outside myself and ascertained that small fires were to be
seen at the rim of the roof. I again reassured the people who asked many
questions. I actually expected that the whole house would be in flames
shortly. After about 20 minutes, a man from an Emergency Squad reported
that the fire had reached such dimensions that the shelter would have to
be evacuated.

I ordered the evacuation of the shelter and showed the citizens the
direction in which they could reach safety. They were directed in the
direction of Nagelsweg toward the public park. A great many had to be
urged to leave the shelter, because great heat was beginning to be felt
in the street. When the last citizens left the shelter they called out
to me that I should go with them to Heidenkampsweg. After a short time
I ran after them, but because of the fire storm I could not catch up with
them. Since it seemed hopeless to get out of the fire storm, I fled to
the cellar of the restaurant "World's Corner,” located on the corner of
Spaldingstrasse and Hammerbrookstrasse. 1 could not stay there because
the racing fire swept into the room. With some others seeking shelter,
1 ran into a staircase in Spaldingstrasse where other citizens had taken
shelter. To be safe from flames and showers of sparks, we closed the
front door. However, we could not remain here either, because burning
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wood and pieces of glass fell through the skylight. To find a way out,
I ran to the Spaldingstrasse Athletic Field. Here the barracks of the
Air Force were burning, which generated so much heat that it was
impossible to get through. So as not to be burned, 1 raced back to the
staircase, and in the storm my cap was blown from my head.

Back in the staircase I pondered how to find a way out. I decided
to try my luck in the direction of the railroad crossing Hammerbrook-
strasse-Norderstrasse. When I got out into the street, I had to leave
it as fast as possible because the heat was unbearable and the fire
storm raced through the streets. In order not to be burned to death or
suffocate in the street, 1 decided to find some cellar in Spaldingstrasse,
and I quickly ran into the doorway of Spaldingstrasse 150, where there
was a self-protection shelter in the yard that had an iron exit door.
When 1 got into the shelter, some citizens were just getting ready to
leave the shelter. 1 told them that at the moment it was useless to try
and flee. They returned after about three minutes, In the shelter were
women and children who were all moaning. I could not stand it for very
long in the front room. Since there was no other water available, I wet
my handkerchief in the toilet bowl and held it in front of my mouth.

Then I visited the backrooms. Here several people were lying on the l
floor,

In one room I found a skin filled with water. I wet my whole
uniform because it was unbearably hot in all the rooms. When I got to
the last room, 1 saw several women and children on the floor. Since I
was by then completely exhausted I lay down with them, and kept on
coughing and moaning. I lay there until 10:30, when another man and
myself found a hammer with which we broke first one wall and then
another. Through these openings we fetched three women, four children,
and four men whom we brought into another room that had a big door lead-
ing to the North Canal. Here the air was cleaner.

We saw a hoat with soldiers at the Hammerbrook Bridge and we called
to them for help. The soldiers heard us and at about 1:30 p.m., they
picked us up with the boat.

I had a severe case of smoke poisoning and burns in both eyes. 1
was treated at Rescue Stat!on 49 and was referred for further medical
care to St. George ilospital. From there, I was transported by military
vehicle to Bergedorf. In Bergedorf a hospital train was waiting to take
on the wounded and to bring them to a reserve hospital in Eschwege in
Thiiringen. After my recovery, 1 returned to my unit ou August 23, 1943.

(Signed) Arthur Schmidt
Master Sergeant of the Reserve
Security Police
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Sergeant of Reserve Security Police Kumierczyk
30th Civil Defense Precinct Hamburg, September 6, 1943

REPORT ON THE RESCUE OF 280 OCCUPANTS OF THE SHELTER CAFFAMACHERREIHE 1/5

During the night of July 24-25, 1943, I was in charge of the public
air-raid shelter Caffamacherreihe 1/5, Industrial Palace. As soon as the
alarm sounded, the shelter filled with 280 persons. These were mostly
families with children and a few single persons. Strong flak fire had
already begun, and I stayed at the door of the sluice to be able to survey
the situation better. Suddenly, a fire was reported in the house Caffa-
macherrcihe 28, and the emergency squad was alerted. I was in the process
of opening the gas sluice, when suddenly a bomb (direct hit) dropped on
the Industrial Palace. The air pressure lifted the sluice door from its
hinges. The benches with the shelter occupants were thrown all over, and
the electric lights went out. 1 immediately 1lit the reserve petroleum
lamps and with the help of some brave men and with a forceful manner, 1
restored calm.

Visibility in the room was zero, since the air was thick with a layer
of dust. The entrance to the sluice was cut off by fallen masonry. 1
immediately checked the remaining exits, which led to the yard toward
Caffamacherreihe and saw that these too were blocked by fallen masonry
and wooden beams burning brightly. They could not be used.

Now 1 went to the wall breakthrough that led to the open onto
Speckstrasse and pushed this through. Here flames were thrown at me
from the houses on Speckstrasse, and this way too was completely blocked
at present., The stairs leading to this exit were removed by me since
there was danger that the wooden parts would catch fire. We were com-
pletely surrounded by fire on all sides and were forced to wait until we
could find a way after the block of houses on Speckstrasse had burned
down.

Toward 9 p.m., this opportunity presented itself. After moving
aside burning beams and masonry, an exit could be cleared toward Speck-
strasse, and I was able to bring all persons to safety along this narrow
path. The path that had to be cleared was about 100 meters long, and
many personshad to be carried since they fainted from the intense heat.
All present assisted one another and persons who showed signs of fainting
were revived with water or other refreshment.




The behavior of all present was exemplary, and 1 did not note a
single case of panic. The occupants completely entrusted themselves to
me and my troup members, and there were no incidents. After I again
checked all rooms thoroughly, I left the shelter as the last person.

(Signed) Kumierczyk




Fire Brigade 1/1V Hamburg, August 5, 1943 -

REPORT ON MY ACTIVITIES DURING THE AIR ATTACKS JULY 24-25 AND
JULY 27-28, 1943

Air Attack During the Night of July 24-25, 1943

On July 24, 1943, I started my two-week recuperation leave. During
the air attack in the night, I went on the roof of my residence at Slder-
strasse 319. The house, as well as surrounding buildings, was hit by
stick fire bombs. I extinguished two stick bombs and then ordered the
self-protection service to look after things. In the back of the house
at Sliderstrasse 323, the rafters were on fire. I gave orders to several
political leaders to form bucket chains and start fighting the fire.
Af*er I had the impression that I was no longer needed there, 1 took my .
bicycle and went to my fire station to make myself available for service,
since damage could be seen all around. I did not get very far on bicycle,
because the streets were hardly passable because of bomb craters, fallen
masonry, and fallen trees. With great effort, 1 was finally successful
in reaching my duty station, Firehouse 1. 1 took over the leadership of
my brigade and departed with my Emergency Squad at 1:43 a.m. in the
direction of Repsoldstrasse. Regarding my further activities during the [
night, see attached Experience Report. 1

Air Attack During the Night of July 27-28, 1943

During the air attack in the night of July 27-28, 1943, I was in the
shelter of Firehouse 1. Shortly after the start of the attack, I went
onto the roof of the main fire watch to survey the situation. When I left
the shelter, heavy rock dust was noticeable and a strong storm was howling.
From the roof, from which most shingles had been removed, I had an 1
excellent view of the surrounding area. Larger fires were visible. High
cxplosive bombs fell in short intervals, which shook the firehouse down
to its foundations. 1 then reported my findings to Captain Mack at the
radio station. I again went onto the roof, accompanied by Master Pieper.

I now found a fire in the rafters of the house at Berliner Tor No. 8 and '
immediately went to the air-raid shelter to get forces. 1 asked for four |
volunteers to fight the fire, because high explosive and fire bombs were

still falling. Immediately Sergeants Ruter and Bdrer, Master Sergeant

of the Civil Defense Police Wittekind, and Master Sergeant Moldenhauer

volunteered. The storm had by now attained the proportions of a hurricane,

mixed with showers of sparks and brick dust. It was hardly possible to '
remain on one's feet. '




With the abovenamed men, I now took a line from the hydrant to fight
the fire at Berliner Tor 8. It was found that the line had no more water.
The fire with lightning speed had already worked itself down to the third
floor. High explosive and fire bombs were still falling. Burning stair
parts were already falling into the staircase. 1 went to the air-raid
shelter to get the people out. With my men I was able to rescue all
residents, about 30 people, partly very old and frail. After the last
resident had left the shelter, the staircase collapsed and the entrance
to the shelter was blocked.

Next, I alerted all teams to come to the street to save people and,
where possible, to fight the fires. The fire storm had now reached
indescribable proportions. Not a word could be heard, the heat was
unbearable, and the rain of sparks hard to withstand. By now, one shelter
after the other was being systematically evacuated. In the streets
Berliner Tor, Beim Strohhause, Kolbergstrasse, Hohestrasse, and Alexander-
strasse, about 250 to 300 persons were rescued. The people would leave
the shelter only under greatest pressure. When people were brought to the
entrance, they tried to run back at once. You had to grab them and talk
tough to them. Many had to be carried since they were fainting. About
500 people wandering about in the fire storm were led to the rooms of
Firehouse ‘1. During the rescue operations, Master Sergeant Dorn reported
that in Wismarerstrasse many people were trapped in an air-raid shelter
and were screaming for help.

Immediately I went there with my brigade. In one house, which burned
in all stories, some people called out who had been buried by a high
explosive bomb. We could talk to them easily. Suddenly the cellar ceiling
collapsed, and it was only by the greatest luck that none of the brigade
was killed. I then ordered one fire-fighting group to the Bathhouse

. Liibecker Tor to start a water supply, because rescue of the people was
made impossible now through the collapse of the cellar ceiling. The
swimming pool at the bathhouse contained 900 cubic meters of water. We
started the fire-fighting attack with engine company 13/IV. Several
hoses were directed against the engineering school, the bathhouse, and
the residential houscs.

Fire-Zighting was for all practical purposes impossible because of
the radiating heat. We had to keep spraying each other in order not to
burn. The bodies of the vehicles began to burn. I tried to activate the
self-protection service, but nobody was available. Without help, we
could do nothing more,

1 tried to get help. I took along Gas Sentry Rossler and a civilian
and tried to reach the firehouse through the burning streets. In Wall-
strusse, my companions did not want to go on and sought shelter behind a
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pillar for advertising posters. I now tried to get through alone, but
it was not possible. 1 went back the way I came and now tried to beat
a path through Liibeckerstrasse and Steintauerdamm. My companions could
not go on and stayed behind. On the corner Steinhauerdamm/Llibecker-
strasse, the fire storm was so strong that I was thrown down several |
times. Once I could hardly get up again. People were nowhere to be I
seen. I dragged myself to the fire house and collapsed in front of it. W
Members of the armed forces carried me into the fire house,.

e

After they threw several buckets of water over me, I recoveren and
took part in the fire-fighting activities at the firehouse, which was by
now seriously endangered by the burning houses on Berliner Tor and the
Marine Barracks behind the firehouse. In the firehouse itself, more
than 100 persons had found shelter by now. I drafted able bodied men
and put them at the disposal of Master Pieper. Master Pieper made every
effort to save the station building. We are indebted to him and the men s 1
like Master Sergeant Rliter, Sergeant Bruns, as well as personnel of
Departments 91, 92, 93, and 94, that the fire was kept away from the
fire house and that it waus maintained as a haven for the many people
quartered there,

(Signed) Stankowski '
Master of the Fire Protection Police
and Squad Leader of Brigade 1/1V |




Fire Brigade 3/X Hamburg-wWellingsblttel, August 15, 1943

REPORT ON RESCUE OPERATIONS DURING THE NIGHT OF JULY 27-28, 1943

Around 3:15 a.m., while we spread the hoses, a normal wind was rising,
which within a very few minutes became a cyclone. (Storm would be too
mild a term!) It rained fire, so to speak. 1 happened to be across
from the burning Fette Lumberyard under a ladder and saw how large wooden
parts (parts of roofs, boards, beams) flew through the air. In no time,
the street was full of burning wooden parts, which raced with unbelievable
speed through Vogelweide. The furniture rescued by the tenants was stand-
ing on the street side away from the fire and was ignited immediately.
What could possibly be moved was moved by the storm. It was impossible
to hear a word.

The tenants had been in the midst of trying to save their furniture,
and some had opened the windows to throw things out. The wind grabbed
the window frames, unhooked them, and they too were beginning to fly
through the street. The so-called fire rain was driven through the open
windows into the apartments and here set fire to the blackout curtains
and drapes. The streets were devoid of people within a few minutes. I,
too, had to lesve my post, since planks from the scaffold blew down and
started burning. I ran to the water container because vehicles had
stopped there., Now a tree about 50 cm thick fell across the street
Holsteinischer Kamp and came to rest on a LF 25 and the engine of a light
brigade of 21/VI; the latter was crushed. Through planks laid across the
crater it was possible to bring some of the vehicles across the strect
into Marschnerstrasse and to safety. A few brave men saved the LF 8,
which had caught fire, by slapping it with wet blankets. Also, a police
car that was already in flames was saved.

The fire storm continued unabated and constantly changed directions.
Many men had sought shelter in the entrance hall of houses so as not to
be hit by falling debris. Working with Hose Commander Burmeister and a
few brave men we were able, with saws and axes, to free the LF 25, and
eventually the LF 8, which was located in Uferstrasse, was freed from
the tree.

Calls for help could now be heard from all directions. The command
was given: '"Take all ladders from the vehicles and save human lives."
Everything else was abandoned in order to heed the calls for help. Even
though every one of us had considered his life over a few minutes before,
as soon as he heard the cries for help, he was again ready to help.
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Fortunately, the houses all had only three floors and could be recached
with the ladders. It certainly proved a great help that tubs and

buckets with water were kept in the staircases. In many cases, it was
casy to extinguish the fires in the halls of the apartments. In most of
the cases the flames from the back rooms struck the corridors, and the
women were #fraid they could not get through. 1 myself had this experience
three times. One man, who could not wait till the ladder reached his
window, jumped to the strcet from the second story, and then turned around
and wanted to go up on the ladder erected in the meantime to get his suit-
cases, The number of people rescued cannot be ascertained, partly becausc
about 70 men assisted in rescue work and partly because at the same time
rescue work was in progress in Wolksdorferstrasse, Vogelweide, Heinskamp,
and Marschnerstrasse. A conservative estimate would be about 80 persons,
who were saved either through the staircase or through ladders.

Because of the fire storm, the picture was drastically changed.
Even had it been possible to confine the fire sites during the first alert,
assuming an encircling action had been possible, within 45 minutes a con-
flagration would have resulted against which we would have been completely
powerless.

The following example will show the unpredictable course of a fire
storm: In Heinskamp, three or four trailers loaded with coke were standing
in the street; before the fire storm they were not burning; after the fire
storm they were completely gutted, and you can see the remains of wagon and
coke to this day.

Despite the fact that the brigade was on duty day and night since

July 25 and on.y had an hour off here and there to rest, it performed with
complete willingness and was equal to the claims made upon it.

(Signed) Tamm
Group Leader 3/K

(Signed) HOltje
District Captain
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First Sergeant Boje
Fire Department, Precinct 1V Hamburg, September 2, 1943

ACTIVITY REPORT

During the second attack on July 27-28, 1943, our house (No. 70) was
hit right in the beginning by a phosphorus bomb. The fire raged on the
third floor. I assumed the offensive. When I arrived on the mezzanine,

a second bomb hit. Pieces of wood and plaster were thrown down the stair-
case, and I myself was thrown down to the main floor. To keep the entrance
clear and usable, I moved bicycles standing there to one side. Since the |
fire raggg behind our houses in Wendenstrasse, I tried with Sergeant
Artmann to bring boxes, baskets, and suitcases with belongings stored in
the part of the cellar threatened by fire to the forward cellar. The '
flames threatened the gas sluice. The window was boarded with wooden box
lids. During this time, the staircase collapsed. The fire by this time {
had a high velocity. My effort to get out on the Wendenstrasse side failed
because that staircase was already on fire.

The situation now became unbearable. We tried to break through the
firewall to the neighboring cellar; however, we found that the neighboring
cellar was also on fire. Rescue of the tenants of two houses sitting in
the air-raid shelter was therefore impossible, but a long wait was
inadvisable too because che danger of asphyxiation was already great. The
fire pressed with such force against the cellar exit on the Wendenstrasse
side that three men could not hold the door shut. While we held the door,
I asked that the occupants take blankets and coats and pull them over their
heads, and each two adults leave the shelter with one child. All occupants
had great confidence in my orders, but they had no idea what was ahead of
them and how they would have to fight their way through a flaming hell.

Mr. Baden, who was bandaged and walked with crutches, was assisted by his
wife but collapsed. I tore him from the flames back into the cellar and
later on carried him out of the shelter with the help of another person.

I went back to the air-raid shelter again, found my wife and
Mrs. Dungehold, and tried again to get out of the shelter with the women.
The cellar stairs were littered with burning suitcases and bags. Then we
went across the closed grate and into the fire storm. We were in the
midst of a burning hell. It was not possible to break through to the next
air-raid shelter. To find a second person to rescue Mr. Baden was not
possible; he had to be left to his fate for the time being. We tried to
get through the burning Teutonenweg to Sorbenstrasse, but here too there .
was no escape, We finally decided to get down on our knees and press
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against the schoolyard wall, with our backs to the fire storm. I
repeatedly urged everyone to remain in this pos'tion because this was our
only chance., The fire in the houses on corner Sorbenst.aase and
Cimbernweg could not last more than a few hours. Bota schools, Wenden-
strasse and Sorbenstrasse, were in flames. The heat rays and the possible
collapse could not endanger us here because the wide schoolyard was in
between. Through the burning warehouse and auto park as well as through
burning houses in Sorbenstrasse, we were exposed to flving debris and fire
storm. To last through two hours in the cellar and another five hours at
the wall till 7 o'clock the next morning was only possible because of my
constant urgent exhortations to the approximately 20 people with me. Many
tenants went back into the fire storm or did not follow us in the first
place. I found them the next morning burned to death at the corner of
Wendenstrasse along the schoolyard wall,

With burns on handsand feet and with eyes swollen shut by the heat we
found a way out and finally landed at the Elbe Bridge. Here we were put
into motorboats. We were discharged at Zollenspieker. Here Dr. Peters of
Hamburg gave first aid to the wounded. The first plate of soup that was
handed to us was a restorative. Because Zollenspieker was overcrowded
from the first attack, we were brought across the Elbe. There we were
loaded into trucks and distributed in the neighborhood. 1In the evening
we were quartered, without belongings, in private homes. Here transports
for Bavaria were put together every day. On July 31, I first regained
sight in my right eye; on August 2, in my other eye. My hands were
bandaged. Since I had blisters on my feet, I could not wear boots and
had to wait patiently for a few days.

(Signed) Boje
Sergeant of Fire Depariment




Sergeant of Civil Defense Police Dietrich
Ambulance Corps Group 1/111 Hamburg, July 25, 1943

ACTIVITY REPORT

A rescue troup of five men of the Ambulance Corps 1/I11 pushed .nto
the sea of flames &t Schaarsteinweg to execute a rescue. The houses on
this street were already in flames from roof to Lasement. Thick fire and
smokescreens blocked the view and gave the impression of a complete wall
of fire, Burning beams in the middle of the street strengthened the
impression of a closed wall of fire. By going around single fires and
Jumping over fire sources in the street, the troup arrived at the rescue
site; however, they were unable to effect the rescue. On the way back,
it was ascertained that in the gaps between the flames there were at
least 20 persons at various spots who, in the belief that they were
completely enclosec, did not want to move either backwards or forwards.
These people were in Schaarsteinweg for quite some time (about a half to
one hour). All persons were still ambulatory although they had smoke
injuries and burns. However, Schaarsteinweg was hardly suitable for a
continuing stay in the middle of the flames. The troup was then able to
persuade about 10 to 12 men to join them and get out of the sea of flames
under the troup's direction. This group dissolved at the fire house in
Admiralithitsstrascse, where from the waterside absolute safety was assured.

Experience has shown that ir {ires of this size many people remain
to die because of the picture they get from smoke, sparks, and ashes that
they are confronted with a solid wall of fire and they are so overwhelmed
that they do not even make an attempt to get out. They remain at the spot
that is temporarily less endangered and eventually fall victim to the
spreading fire, Search parties are often very successful and are able to
lead many startled and confused persons out of the flames and to safety.

(Signed) Dietrich
Sergeant of Civil Defense Police
Ambulance Corps 1/111
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Stellinger Chaussce 36/38
Hamburg-Lokstedt, August 11, 1943

EXPERIENCE REPORT

During the severe terror raids by the British Royal Air Force on
Hamburg on the night of July 27-28, 1943, 1 was with my wifle and 15-week
old baby in the air-raid shelter at Hirtenstrasse 46, Hamburg 26. I was
assigned to this shelter since the shelter we used before at Hirten-
strasse 51 had collapscd during the attack in the night of July 24-25.

A few minutes after the first flak fire was heard, a rain of fire
bombs descended on our house. A short time later, a heavy high explosive
bomb fell in the immediate vicinity, shaking our building and apparently 3
collapsing the upper stories.

My request to the few men present to go outside with me to see what
was going on was not heeded, so that I had to go out alone. When 1 opened
the cellar door, the flames from the hall of the house swept toward me,

I jumped through, but I could not reach the street, since the furniturc
that we had saved from the previous attack on Saturday from the houses
across the street was burning in the street. 1 hurried back to the cellar,
got a long fire-hook, and with this pushed aside the burning furniture
pieces that were immediately in front of the door. Then 1 saw that all
neighboring houses, especially Nos. 46 and 48, were burning down to the
ground floor. A second high explosive bomb, which fell at that moment
very close by, completely destroyed several houses, among them No. 48,
which had already burned out in the upper stories the previous Saturday. |
Again I hurried back to the cellar. Cries from the neighboring cellar at
No. 48 could now be heard. 1 broke the opening to the neighboring cellar
with an axe, so that the people sheltered there, who for the most part
were already exhausted, could come to our cellar. In the meantime, the
lights had gone out, and through the many new people added to our shelter
and the smoke streaming into the shelter, panic erupted in our shelter.
The people thrcw themselves on the floor, one on top of the other. 1
| ; repeatedly pointed out the danger of our cellar collapsing, announced the
path to be taken on leaving the shelter in the direction of Ohlendorff
| Park, and repeatedly urged the people to leave the cellar. Nobody,
however, not even the few men present, made the slightest attempt to
leave the cellar.

I then decided to get the people out of the cellar by force, and
grabbing two people, I dragged them across the burning hall to the street
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and across Ohlendorffstrasse which deadends into Hirtenstrasse. On the
way I was hit on my right foot by a stick fire bomb. 1In a comparatively
short period of time 1 was able to bring about 25 women and children, who
were in part already in an exhausted condition and who would never have
gotten out of the cellar alcne, out to the open. 1 finally got everyone
to the Ohlendorff Park, which is situated between Horst Wessel Strasse and
Hirtenstrasse.

As the last persons, I fetched my wife and 15-week old baby from the
cellar. We were hardly 50 meters away from the cellar, when the houses
behind us, including No. 46, collapsed from a high explosive bomb. I was
certain, however, that noone had remained in our shelter at No. 46, since
I was the last one to leave the room,

Because of the spread of the fire, I could not reach Ohlendorff-
strasse with my wife and child. We ran straight ahead in the direction
of Hammerlandstrasse. At the junction of Meridianstrasse-Hirtenstrasse,
several people fell, in my opinion due to the whirling storm, screaming to
the street. I could not help them immediately, because I had my child.
At Hirtenweg I discovered a storehouse and office building, which at the
time was the only one that haa not caught fire in the whole street.
Here I broke down the entrance door and found shelter for my wife and
child., I brought three mor= women who had been lying with burning clothes
at the corner of Hirtenstrasse and Meridianstrasse into the storehouse,
one after the other, after I tore off their burning clothes, When I made
a renewed try to fetch more people, 1 was thrown to the floor from the air
pressure of an exploding high explosive bomb. I fell on top of a fire
bomb and injured my right hand. (Because of this injury I have been under
doctor's care since August 8). Since 1 lost consciousness, I could not
return to the warehouse on my own. On the plea of my wife, I was carried
in by men who remain unknown to me. Ten minutes after I received a drink
from a woman, I was in good shape again.

In the meantime the warehouse, too, had caught on fire and after a
short time, one wing collapsed. With the help of a soldier, I was able
to save another man from one of the rooms. With the continued assistance
of this soldier, 1 broke down all the doors to the neighboring rooms to
create possibilities to dodge the fires. 1In one of the coal cellars, we
discovered a trapdoor through which we could get to Ohlendorff Park. We
got it open and were able to pull out most of the people who had already
congregated in the cellar from above. Because the warehouse collapsed
very soon, we were unfortunately not able to get all the people out.
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On the way to a large water puddle created by strong rain in Ohlen-
dorff Park, the clothes of some women were ignited by phosphorus. By
quickly dragging thesc women to the puddle, they too were saved, although
they received some burns.

After a two-hour stay in the water puddle, we could not remain there
any longer because of the fires from the country houses in Ohlendorff
Park. By crossing Horst Wesselstrasse we finally reached a house in
Schwarze Strasse that had not caught fire yet, from where, after about
two hours, we were brought to Bergedorf by the Civil Defense Police,

I went along on the tiuck because my wife, due to a severe case of
smoke p isoning, was no longer able to take care of our baby who was also
close ' .sphyxiation. I had lost almost all eyesight due to smoke and
phosp _ . In Bergedorf, I found quarters with my family and was taken
care ol .; the NSV,

(Signed) Schiiter
Sergeant of Security Police
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Hamburg, August 1943

REPORT OF EXPERIENCES DURING THE TERROR RAID OF JULY 27-28, 1943

Our apartment was located at Grevenweg 83, Mezzanine, Hamm, right
behind the Canal Bridge. After the alarm was sounded, we immediately went
to the shelter; however, we had to leave after one half hour of bombard- 1
ment, since thick smoke was sceping into the shelter. The cellar exit
to the yard was already buried, so we had to make our way through the
house entrance. The evacuation of the shelter, despite the severity of 1
the damage, took place without panic and was completely disciplined.
Everyone was serious and calm. The house was in flames from the attic
to the entrance door.

Outside all hell had broken loose already. The only solution was to
find cover. We therefore went to a little comfort station under the
Grevenweg at the end of the Canal Bridge. This comfort station consisted
of an anteroom, three toilets, and a room for the attendant. The outer
door of the station had already been torn off by Saturday's attack. After
a few minutes the whole station was overcrowded with about 80 to 100
people. My husband and I found shelter in the middle toilet.

During the first ten minutes, the air was all right, but then it got
to be hotter and hotter. The first cries of 'We are suffocating” and
"water. water” could be heard. What could we do? Should we die by
asphyxiation or risk death outside in the sea of flames? My husband did
the most obvious thing. He stepped up on the toilet and examined the
water tank. To everyone's relief, the tank was full of water. The other
two toilet tanks were empty. My husband then stood for half an hour on the
toilet rim and wetted cloths in the toilet tank, without thought of himself,
although it was unbearably hot so close to the ceiling. He cut large rags
that were handed to him into pieces with his pocket knife so that everyone
had one cloth. We all hoped that the worst would be over by now because
water was our only help.

But the worst was yet *o come. To our misfortune, a large phosphorus
canister fell directly on the threshold of the comfort station. (The tront
door had been missing since Saturday.) The people in the anteroom now
gave way to an indescribable panic. The inner toilet doors were torn off
and used as cover in front of the canister. After a few minutes, these
too were burning brightly,
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Terrible scenes took place, since all of us saw certain death in
front of us, with the only way out a sea of flames, and we were caught
like rats in a trap. The doors were thrown on the canister by screaming
persons and more smoke and hcat seeped in. In the meantime, the water
in the tank had been used up. My husband, using his last strength, split
the connecting pipe in the hope that it would contain water. e wanted
to flood everything. However, this was in vain. He was completely worn
out, and we crouched next to the bowl. The other people in the anteroom
sat down too, and some fainted and neve: woke up again., Three soldiers
committed suicide. Since the flames threatened to engulf us, 1 begged
my husband to beat these back with our blanket--besides our papers the
only thing we saved--but he was no longer able to do so. So I did it, I
My hair began to singe, and my husband extinguished it. We then decided
to take a chance on possible contamination and wetted our cloths in the
toilet bowl. Even this water was evaporated in a few minutes. What now?

B N e s

Our hearts were racing, our faces began to puff up and we were closce to i
fainting. Perhaps another five or eight minutes, and we would be finished
too.

Upon my question: 'Willy, is this the end?"” my husband decided to risk
everything and try to reach the outside. We were lost in either case. 1
took the blanket, and he the 1little suitcase. Quickly and still carefully }
so that we would not slip on the corpses, we reached the outside, I in
front, my husband behind. One, two, three we were through the wall of
fire. We made it. Both without burns, only our shoes were singed. But
our last strength and courage was gone.

At the Canal, we lay down flat on the ground, since a few centimeters }
above the ground there was danger of asphyxiation. People swimming in the
canal wetted our blanket for us. After a few minutes, a woman joined us
who thanked my husband for his self-sacrifice. This woman and a few other
persons who were still alive in the comfort station had followed us outside.
According to our estimates, not more than 15 to 20 people escaped with
their lives.

Here at the Canal a woman was lying down whose arms and legs were
burned except where she still wore silk underclothing. The cries of pain
| of this woman became unbearable, and my husband got up and ran around
looking for boards to raise the burned limbs and so case her pain.

Toward 9:30, the people swimming in the Canal wanted to get out of
the water. But how? The rescue operation was very difficult, because the
| water was very low and there were some very heavy women in the Canal. Ny
husband on one side and I on the other pulled these people out by the
hands. We helped approximately 20 people out of the canal. One of the
women thus rescued was due to have a baby in a few days.
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Since scarcity of water was the greatest worry even out here, my
husband and 'I took turns trying to break the hydrant with a heavy iron
stick to get drinking water. However, this undertaking did not succeed.

When toward 11 p.m. another alarm was sounded, we fled in the

direction of Hern and along the Autobahn, where we eventually reached

an Army kennel. Our eyesight became poorer and poorer, and when we
reached the kennel we were totally blind. Here at the Army dressing
station, we received first aid, but our eyes got worse and worse until
we reached a party school where some very helpful nurses took care of us.
Here we received our first real helpful treatment. During the first
night, a family named Wilmers in Barsblittel took us in and were most

kind; they fed us, put us into a clean room, and did everything they could
for us.

Our greatest worry vas our eyes, since we rould not see anything at
all. We were afraid we would remain blind. Besides, my husband developed
chest and abdominal pains caused by the heavy phosphorus fumes that he
inhaled when he was in the comfort station.

On Thursday we left Barsblittel, and by Friday noon after a long ride--
part of the way riding on the lowest step of a freight car--we reached my
home at Remscheid iu the Rhineland.

But here in Remscheid we did not have any luck either. During the
first night (Friday to Saturday), we witnessed a severe attack on my home-
town. Four heavy high explosive bombs exploded in our immediate vicinity.
The whole attack took about three-quarters of an hour.

After my husband had recuperated fairly well for a few weeks, we
decided to return to Hamburg in the hope that we would manage to keep alive
a little longer.

.

(Signed) Erika Wilken
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EYEWITNESS REPORT ABOUT THE TERROR RAID DURING THE NIGHT
OF JULY 27-28, 1943

Of the 35 tenants in our house, only 11 persons were present in the
air-raid shelter during the air raid. There were scven women, mostly
¢l 'erly; an old man of 80; and three other men. The shelter had been
very well fixed up in the last few weeks. It had been moved from a room
toward the yard and at ground level to a cellar room toward the street
and was now below street level.

During the first half of the attack, I could make my interded rounds
of the house to make sure that the house block Brekelbaumspark-Eiffestrasse-
Ausschliigerweg-Borgfelderstrasse was not hit too hard. This block was
under my care as Party Cell Supervisor. Apparently no high explosive
bombs had fallen in the streets of my block. I could only spot very few
fires from the roof. The moralé in the shelter was high, and the people
were calm. .

In my estimation during the second half of the attack, our block was
hit by about 12 to 15 heavy high explosive bombs and by a great many
phosphorus bombs. At about 1:30 a.m. I took five women who were wandering
dazedly around the streets into our shelter. At 1:35, during a hurried
round of the property, I discovered that the upper parts of the house were
not burning yet, but part of the roof was uncovered and the upper part of
the back of the house had collapsed. Windows and doors had been thrown
out. The house fronts across the street were on fire and also the business
establishments within our block. The neighboring house, Brekelovaumspark 2,
had received a direct hit on the side facing Borgfelderstrasse, and the
roof was on fire. During -he time of my round, heavy high explosive bombs
and phosphorus bombs were falling in short intervals. It took all my
patience and powers of persvasion to keep the women in the shelter.

Within the next ten minutes, everything happened at once. The coal
cellar facing the yard had been ignited by flying sparks and by a
phosphorus bomb that landed in the yard, so that within a short time a
strong blast of heat came at us from two directions, and a little later,
smoke as well. At the same time, the spot where the roof had been torn
off must have been hit by a phosphorus bomb, since liquid fire and smoke
came from the direction of the attic. In the second and third stories as
well, fire caused by flying sparks and phosphorus spray had started. An
effort to extinguish the fire in the cellar failed because of insufficient
water supply.
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Continued stay in the shelter was not possible because of the
increasing heat, so I urged the women to seek shelter in the hall of the
house. Several SA and civil defense policemen who were hurrying to a
rescue station with some injured persons called out to the women huddled
in the hallway to leave the house and go to the nearest rescue station
before it would be too late. However, none of the women had sufficient
courage to leave the hallway. A short survey on my part showed the
following: All houses across the street were on fire to the third floor,
as was the house to the left, Brekelbaumspark 2. A fire storm was
developing and driving the burning phosphorus particles through the
street. To avoid certain panic, I proceeded ruthlessly, with the help
of a neighbor who was on leave, to lead the elderly people and women to
the rescue station, where all arrived unhurt. Since by this time there
was only one bucket with water available, all that could be done was for
everyone to wet a handkerchief or towel, or spray blankets with water.
The women were very worried about their things (coats and clothes) and
did not want to leave their luggage behind.

I estimated that about 250 persons, mostly women and children, were
already at the rescue scation, The Hindenburg High School, so that there
was hardly any room left for us. The behavior in the bunker--with a few
exceptions--was calm and hopeful.

In the meantime, the left flank of the school had been hit by a high
explosive homb. The bunker ceiling held however. The roof and upper part
of the scliool had ignited and were burning. The supply of fresh air was
minimal and at about 2:30 a.m., it ceased altogether. Because of this,
the heat in the bunker became unbearable. A few minutes later the
physician in charge of the rescue station ordered it evacuated. In his
opinion, we would be baked like apples in the bunker if we stayed. He
would not take the responsibility. The order to leave the rescue station
was repeated by him in the following words: '"You must try to reach
Ohlendorff Park."

At first the persons present followed his urging calmly and willingly;
however, when they saw the burning streets, several tried to return to the
bunker. Since I was pushed to the rear of tl:e bunker with four women
from Brekelbaumsplatz, I did not witness the tirst scenes that occurred
when people started to leave the bunker, but I found all the people who had
left it before me bunched together into groups right in front of the
bunker. Everyone tried to find shelter from the fire storm and flying
sparks. Most women wore clothes that caught fire easily. Several had
been persuaded by the heat in the bunker to take off their coats and outer
garments. Only a few had taken the opportunity to dempen scarfs, towels,
handkerchiefs, and blankets. The majority of women, although they had
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been warned against it, were lugging their heavy suitcases and dropped
after about 50 to 100 meters because of a combination of heat, exertion,
and shortness of air. The fire storm was so strong that hats were torn
of f heads and whirled through the air like burning fireballs, and even
little children, running around alone, were bodily picked up from the
ground and thrown through the air for several feet. Only when we reached
the slope toward Oben Borgfelde did the draft lose its force.

About 50 meters before the junction of Burgstrasse and Borgfelder
Strasse, the slowly moving train of people came to a halt. Here the
remains of several phosphorus canisters were burning at several spots.
Cries of "We canrot get through here!" and ''Ohlendorff Park is on fire!"
were heard. The women who were with me, among them my wife, were so ex-
hausted by their 200-meter run with the heavy suitcases that they had to
rest for a moment. I used this opportunity to take a woman with four
children across the dangerous spot. I made two runs to do this. When I
returned from the second trip, burning parts of a collapsed house fell
into the part of the street that had still been free. The route that had
been passable up to this time was now also cut off by fire. In the same
way, the path to Oben Borgfelde was no longer usable. The people strecam-
ing back were advised by the physician in charge of the bunker, who had
stayed with us, to take cover along the slope to Oben Borgfelde. 1 could
not persuade the women remaining with me to abandon their suitcases and
to take a quick run over the burning debris. They were benumbed by the
heat and, partly because of clumsiness (overweight), they were not able to
make the run. [ therefore searched for the widest part of the Borgfelder
Strasse in order to get the most protection from the heat and the fire
storm,

The time passed slowly. One fire after another found new nourishment
in the houses and was made more intense by the fire storm. The sweat and
soot glued our eyes, noses, and mouths shut. Despite the burning heat, we
suffered chills, and many experienced nausea. Tongue and lips were swollen.
The cries for help and water faded slowly. Many fellow sufferers, bemused
by the heat, 1ad lain down along the sloje to sleep and never woke up again.
The try by one man during a fit of madness to throw himself into the burn-
ing house temporarily brought life to the mass of people. About 6 a.m.,
the well that had been dug on the passenger island at the Anschligerweg
streetcar stop was found; it was dug deep enough so that some water was
avnilable. For the stronger people who kept alive till then, this was
their deliverance. For others, including my wife, it was too late. Between
7 and 8 in the morning, the street barricades were burned down so far that
the people still alive were able to make it to safety in Ohlendorff Park
and toward the Berliner Tor.

(Signed) Paul Peters
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Hamburg, August 1943

EYEWITNESS REPORT ABOUT THE AIR ATTACK JULY 27-28, 1943
ON THE CITY DISTRICT OF HAMM

A half hour after the alarm, I saw the flare-up of the first target
designation bombs above the city district of Eilbeck. The direction of
the planes' approach and the increasing engine noises pointed to an
attack on Hamm.

Immediately I went into the air-raid shelter. Shortly before 1
reached the cellar, the house was shaken by the detonation of several
phosphorus fire bombs. At the same time, the explosion of a high
explosive bomb occurred and pushed aside the splinter protection from the
shelter window. Because of this opening, the street, which was 1it up
by fires and flying sparks, was visible. Right afterwards, one of the
tenants who had remained in one of the upper stories called: 'Fire
Protection Squads get ready, the third floor is on fire!" Immediately
I and the other men present ran into the staircase and saw that the
building from the third floor on down, as well as a restaurant that was
located on one side at ground level was in flames. Attempts to fight the
fire were unsuccessful. The continuing air attack forced us to return to
the air-raid shelter.

As soon as we had reached shelter, we noted the hits of about 10
to 15 bombs. All doors of the shelter were torn open. The electric
lights were out. Without being told, several men tried to open the wall
breakthrough. Nobody could possibly know that this was the wrong thing
to do. Air drafts and flying sparks raced through the cellar and straw
bundles that were used to stuff civil defense beds began to smolder.
After we had stayed in the shelter for a while, I suddenly realized the
danger of smoke poisoning. 1 therefore urged all present to leave the
shelter. The only exit remaining, through the staircase, was quickly
used. Everywhere there were burning wooden pieces. The fire on the ground
floor in the restaurant was contained by the closed doors. All the people
now gathered at the entrance to the house. A mighty fire hurricane raced
through the streets. We could still hear the impact of the phosphorus
canisters and the machine gun fire of the low tlying airplanes. The fire
was answered by short blasts from the flak guns.

Driven by the increasing heat, we could nct stay in the doorway any

longer. Some of those present tried to reach the bunker in the next
street. Since this path was unknown to me, 1 suggested to my family that
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we run against the fire to reach a wide street and through there gain the
open air. However, we had to interrupt our run at the next house. The
roaring, racing fire hurricane made our intention impossible. Since this
staircase was on fire, as were the next one and the one after that, we
were happy to find shelter in the fourth house. The stairwell was full
of people seeking shelter. In one of the apartments, I found a bathtub
full of water and therefore had opportunity to wet my uniform. The members
of my family as well as others present, followed my example and dipped
blankets and towels in the water. I ordered the women to put wet

cloths over their hair. Everyone followed my instructions calmly. No
excitement was evident.

Everyone feared the next few minutes. Since the apartments on both
sides of the stairwell were now on fire and to remain there in the heat
and smoke was no longer possible, we left the house over heaps of burning
debris that was stacked at the front door about 70 cm high and ran as fast
as possible toward a construction site. The howling fire storm forced us
to use our last strength. Our suitcases had to be abandoned. I noticed
that many of the refugees did not survive the run. It was not possible
to help them. 1 myself was hit twice by burning debris. Once I was hit
in the back and thrown to the ground; however, I could get up and continue
to run. My first stop was at a mound of earth at the construction site.
There 1 heard my wife calling me some distance away. We had lost my
parents-in-law. When I looked around for a more protected spot, I saw
many people lying down flat on the ground with their heads hidden in their
arms. We got up once more and ran to a pile of white gravel, which was
lying in the middle of the site. We crawled into the heap and covered with
a wet blanket. Then I heard a little boy cry: "I don't want to burn, I
don't want to burn!" I crawled to him and brought him back and put him
under the blanket with us. Upon my later questions he said, and I quote
verbatim: "My mummy is lying dead on those stones, my little brother
Manfred lies there too, he is burnt too."” His father is at the front in
Russia.

While keeping a constant watch during the five hours we lay in the
gravel pile, I saw many people turn to living torches. About three
meters from us a woman caught fire and endangered us too. Since 1 had
the little boy lying across my body, my wife got up and tried to cxtinguish
the fire. The attempt to extinguish it with a cloth was not successful
in the short time available in the still raging fire storm. She tried
next to pull the apparently dead woman to another spot. But her strength
gave out, Besides the skin stuck to her hand. By throwing gravel we
gradually extinguished the fire. 1In the meantime the houses burned with-
out letup. Every one that collapsed made us breathe easier. Visibility,
due to the rain of ashes and our painful eyes, was very poor. Extremely
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tired, I dozed off several times, but my wife woke me each time. Through
animated conversation we kept ourselves awake and again and again removed
burning wood and sparks from the blanket. After the houses collapsed
upon themselves, some survivors got up and rendered assistance. The first
water was obtained from a nearby bomb crater. I warned against drinking
it. So we used it to wash out our eyes and wet our lips. By now I could
survey the construction site, About 150 people had sought shelter here,
but only 15 to 20 were still alive. After my wife found her parents
(they had survived the night on the other side of the gravel pile), we
wandered to Billstedt, taking an out-of-the-way route. I turned the
little boy over to the care of a Red Cross nurse whom we met on the way
accompanied by an officer of the party.

(Signed) Heinrich Johannsen
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Hammerdeich 95, 1
Hamburg, July 28, 1943

REPORT ON MY ACTIVITIES DURING AND AFTER THE TERROR RAID ON HAMBURG
THE NIGHT OF JULY 27-28, 1943

During the terror raid on Hamburg the night of July 27-28, I was
totally bombed out. On that night I was assigned as fire watch to the
civil defense service; in addition, my father had appointed me as his
deputy block warden shortly before his trip to Rerik in Mecklenburg.

In this capacity I started my rounds, properly equipped with steel helmet,
gas mask, holster, and pistol. My three younger siblings immediately
went with other tenants to the surface bunker at Hammerdeich.,

After the start of the attack and the first detonations of high
explosive bombs in the immediate vicinity, the front door of our house
was torn off its hinges by the immense air pressure from the detonation
and thrown into the stairwell where I was standing. The attack acceler-
ated sharply, and the detonations of high explosive bombs increased.
Among others, the fish oil plant located across the street from our house
received a direct hit and immediately went up in flames. Fire fighting
was unthinkable because high explosive and fire bombs fell without letup.
I had trouble in reaching the bunker. I was thrown into the entrance
of the bunker, rather than entering it under my own power. In the bunker,
some 3,000 people had found shelter, mostly women and children, many of
them infants.

The bunker was surrounded by burning houses. It had to be secaled
airtight during and for hours after the attack to prevent seeping in of
smoke, phosphorus gas, and sparks. The small amount of drinking water
available was soon used up, because the temperature in the bunker was
very high as a result of the countless fires around the bunker and the
high number of occupants. Food was not available since most of the people
had not taken anything with them. Oxygen in the bunker was getting so
thin that & match would not burn (we had already spent ten hours in the
bunker). This presented danger to everyone. Several women had fainted.
Also, two women gave birth prematurely because of the shock and excitement.
The bunker held firm, however, even though there were several low flying
attacks by the terror bombers.

Something had to be done for the survival of the bunker occupants,
so I took the initiative when the time came to take action about the above-
mentioned needs and dangers. Armed with a steel helmet, gas mask, water
canteen, and wet blanket, I beat a path through the burning debris of the
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houses and after advancing for about one and a half kilometers, I dis-
covered a water pump that was undamaged as if by a miracle. I filled my
canteen and returned to the bunker. First the children were given drinking
water. I made this trip to the water pump seven times in all and divided
the water among the people in the bunker. While reconnoitering for food,

I discovered an oxygen depot with some undamaged bottles. Drafting another
man to help, I got four bottles of oxygen into the bunker and emptied them,
which led to a noticeable freshening of the air. Many women who had
fainted revived, and the physical condition of the occupants improved
considerably. Now there was still the question of nourishment. Again I
took three male occupants of the bunker, including an infantry soldier,

and went to look for food. After a walk of about two kilometers, always
between burning houses and collapsed buildings, we came upon a bread factory
where bread was doled out. We filled six boxes with bread. Now we had the
problem of transporting the bread to the bunker. In the yard of the bread
factory there were two Mercedes trucks (bread trucks), unfortunately with-
out drivers,

In view of the urgent need for food of the bunker occupants, I decided
to use these bread trucks to transport bread to the starving bunker people.
Since I have all the necessary driver's licenses, 1 drove the break truck
back to the bunker, with many hindrances all along the way. I divided the
bread as justly and evenly as possible. I now wanted to return the truck
to the factory, but the people in the bunker pleaded with me to use it to
take them out of Hamburg, because everyone had the desire to find safety
after this horrible attack. I decided to heed their pleas and take the
responsibility for the continued use of the bread truck. Until July 30,
almost without interruption, I transported injured persons, women and
children, after obtaining the necessary permits from appropriate police and
welfare departments. After returning the bread truck in perfect condition,
I took my three younger sisters and brothers, who were completely exhausted,
together with the belongings they had saved, to my aunt in Rerik,
Mecklenburg.

(No signature)
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Hamburg, August 25, 1943

EYEWITNESS REPORT

Fire Captain of the Reserve Hagedorn tells about his experiences during
the night of the attack:

During the first night (July 24-25), several houses were on fire in
Hirtenstrasse. These houses were still burning on Monday morning. At
about 5 a.m. I tried by myself to extinguish the fires by carrying buckets
of water from the cellar and wetting the roof. Finally the Voluntary Fire
Departments of Nettelnburg and Billwlrder arrived and extinguished the fires,
which had been temporarily checked by out-of-town fire companies during the
night.

During the next attack (night of July 27-28), my house (Hirtenstrasse 38)
was hit at about 12:55 a.m. by the first fire bombs, apparently phosphorus
bombs. The roof as well as the top story immediately caught on fire,.

During all the other attacks, I had always becen either in the top story or
in the attic to extinguish any possible fires at once. This time it was
impossible because of the constant falling of high explosive and fire bombs.
Every three or four minutes, there was another attack wave. The fire bombs
in some cases were only onc or two meters apart. It was simply impossible
to go upstairs and just as hopeless to try and fight the fire.

When I went up the cellar steps at about 1:15 a.m., several high
explo:sive bombs fell in the immediate vicinity. The front door was thrown
into the stairwell; at the same time, fire sticks fell into the front part
of the entrance hall, so that a fire started in the entrance. The neighbor-
ing houses, Hirtenstrasse 40 and 42, and the house across the street, No. 49,
were totally destroyed by high explosive bombs. Our own house, Hirten-
strasse 38, was damaged in the upper stories., We were thrown all around in
the cellar. Shortly thereafter, the wall breakthrough was opened from the
house next door., The people from next door came in, together with much dust,
heat and smoke. The emergency exit from our cellar was torn open by a
high explosive bomb, and dust and heat entered from there. We now broke
open the wall breakthrough to House No. 36. The cellar there was difficult
to reach because it lead through a boiler room. In the neighboring house,
burning wood pieces fell through the light shaft. The cellar was full of
smoke. Obviously it was impossible to go farther.

Our own shelter now started to heat up from above, from behind, and

from the sides. It became clear to me that the only thing left was flight,
I ordered all blankets to be wetted to cover head and face. At about

93




1:30 a.m,, I went with my daughter through the burning entrance into the
street and asked all the others to follow me. There was already a strong
fire storm and flying sparks in the street. The fire storm blew in the
direction of East-Northeast and drove us to the ThYrl Gardens. Dead
bodies were lying in the street and I noticed they were all face down.

In Hirtenstrasse the houses were burning right and left down to the
third story, and I mean all the houses without exception. The houses in
Hammerlandstrasse and the country houses in the park were also on fire.
At 1:40 a.m,, the fire storm gained greatly in intensity. We sought
shelter under a big tree on the meadow in the park. Tree branches were
constantly falling on us, trees were uprooted and fell over. The heat was
unbearable, as were the flying sparks. Again and again we had to wet our
cloths in a little puddle and lay them on eyes and mouth. My cap, which
I had drenched, was bone dry after ten minutes. We stayed in the park
until 7:30 a.m., and then fled out of the burning district to my truck
garden to the east of the city.

Later on, one other couple from our air-raid shelter arrived in the
park. The other 38 persons from our house apparently did not have the
courage to run through the fire out of the house., They were burned in the
cellar. The {ire reached the air-raid shelter later on and burned all
wooden parts. The bodies were completely charred.

Certified:

(Signed) Schliemann
Lt. Colonel of the Fire Protection Police
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EYEWITNESS REPORT

During the air attack of July 27-28, 1943, I was in my apartment at
Billstrasse 91.

About 20 minutes after the alarm, high explosive bombs began to fall.
The time until then we used to fill all available containers in the
shelter with water. From the heavy shocks I could tell that the high
explosive bombs were detonating nearby. In the beginning there were
pauses in the bombing, during which we looked for fires. Shortly there-
after, there were already large fires, especially in the uniform
manufacturing plant at Bullerdeich. This must have received a direct
hit, for you could hear the hissing of water vapors from far away.

At around 2:25 a.m., we noticed through the open windows in the
cellar next door that a frightening number of fire bombs had landed in
the yard and in the houses. I had the impression that all the house
fronts went up in flames at the same time. However, I did not notice
any smell of phosphorus. Flames licked at the rear of the houses,
especially in the three top stories. The wind apparently contributed to
the spread of the fire to the neighboring windows. One did not know where
to begin dousing the fires.

After the water main went out, we had no more water to fight the
fires. The constant fall of high explosive bombs, which detonated in the
immediate vicinity, and the glowing stubs of the fire bombs made any stay
outside the house impossible. All houses in Billstrasse were on fire, and
a great many had already collapsed. We tried to get up to the attic of our
house, but the stairs could not be used. Also the heat was unbearable.
The still exploding high explosive bombs drove us back to the shelter.
Here everything was calm because the people in the shelter were not aware
of the danger as yet. This made the tasks before us much easier.

There were about 15 women, 10 children, and four men in the air-raid
shelter. The men were aware by now that the only thing we could plan for
was to evacuate the people from the shelter. Smoke and heat seeped into
the shelter despite closed doors. Evacuation of the shelter had to be
done quickly, if we did not want people to be asphyxiated. Wet cloths
over mouths and noses made it possible to breathe for a while. Then we
smashed the wall breakthroughs on both sides, hecause the people in the
back of the house had their escape cut off and by bringing them to us
they were safe for a little while. The smoke now penetrated all the
cellars, and the heat became unbearable. On all open cellar windows, we
posted watches who were supposed to prevent the flames from beating in.




1 tried now to find an escape route toward the Rothenburgsort Rail-
road Station. I started on my way with wet cloths around me and my clothing
completely drenched and made sure that the route was still passable, After
my return to the shelter I asked all the people to leave the shelter in the
direction of the railroad station. However, they did not have the courage
to run through the fire. 1 dared to try and brought my wife and five-year
old child to the house across the street so that we could get to the
station in stages. When I made the second trip with my two-year old
daughter in my arms, I saw that the house where 1 had taken my wife and
child had collapsed in the meantime and was on fire. I had to get back to
the shelter under the most trying conditions, and I fell to the ground
several times. Unfortunately, I had to face the possibility that my wife
and daughter were buried under the debris. We tried a rescue operation
with several men that failed. Upon my return to the shelter I found great
unrest because the people were suffering from the strong smoke and unbear-
able heat. The suitcases were lying in the halls and barred the exit and
the wall breakthroughs. It took great effort to calm the people and to
move the luggage to the sides.

A soldier in the shelter tried in the meantime to reach the canal that
led past about 75 meters from us. The path led past three burning five-
story houses and through an enormous bomb crater that must have been at
least 15 meters across. Unfortunately, a large warehouse was burning on the
other side. As soon as the attack was over, we started to lead women and
children one by one to the canal. We were successful in this, even with the
old people. The air-raid warden of the house Billstrasse 91, one political
leader, and a soldier from our house distinguished themselves by unusual
bravery. The rescue was only possible because we doused the children with
water and wrapped their heads in wet towels. I left the shelter as the
last man with my two-year old daughter and made sure that no one was left
behind in the cellar (three air-raid shelters).

Arriving at the water, the rescued people stood in the water up to
their hips and some up to their necks, regardless whether they were children
or adults. The cloths around heads had to be wetted constantly to keep
peonie from getting burned. A terrible fire storm and rain of sparks raged
above the water, which made the stay there very difficult. A soldier swam
across the canal and obtained a rowboat. With this he started a shuttle
service and eventually brought everybody to a playground near the Green
Bridge where they were safe.

At about 10:30 a.m., we finally reached Billerhuder Isle, with our eyes
swollen shut. The blackened clothes, covered with soot and dirt, showed
what hardships both children and adults went through during this difficult
night.

August 1943 (Signed) Vathke
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Excerpts from a letter by Louis Haupt, formerly of Boitzenweg 11, Hamburg,
now living c/o Arthur Neumann, Elbestrasse 38, Aussig, Sudetengau, dated
August 11, 1943

During the attack of July 27-28, 1943, I was completely bombed out
and lost my wife and seven of my children. The following tells how I
managed to save myself and my six-year old boy:

The tenants of Boitzenweg 11, as well as my family and I, were all in
the air-raid shelter. I went to look if any fire bombs had been thrown.
When I got outside, the whole house was burning already. Since I had three
suitcases with linen and clothing in my private cellar, my wife told me:
"Go quickly and get the suitcases.' I ran back and my son Gerhard ran
after me. My daughter Lieselotte was five steps behind and called, "Papa, |
papa.

At this moment, a bomb hit in front of the air-raid shelter. My son
and I were sealed into our cellar and could not get back. My daugiter was
separated from us. I broke my way out of the cellar and tried to look for
my family, but I could not get anywhere, since everything was on fire. So
I went through the back over a fence, broke down the door of the neighbors'
chicken house, and climbed across the next fence onto Grevenweg. I had
just arrived in the cellar and asked for a drink of water, when here too a
bomb dropped.

I then fled with my boy through fire, elways up and down the streets,
over Grevenweg to Hammerlandstrasse-Burgstrasse and finally arrived at the
Federal Health Insurance Office. This building was kept standing by the
strenuous efforts of the self protection service,

At ten o'clock the next morning, I returncd to my apartment, but I
could do nothing there. Then I went to the public bunker at Hammerdeich
and asked for my family, but in vain.

At 1 p.m., I started with my boy to reach my land at Billerhuder 1Isle,
Parcel 578, The land had received a direct hit, and my belongings and
my house, which I had built according to specifications, 18-1/2 square
f meters in size, had vanished. I then went with my son to Mittlerer Land-
weg, Moorfleth, to the Restaurant Garber where I met acquaintances. We
stayed the night in a tent. On July 29, 1 went to the site once more, but
could not get to it yet. At night we slept again in a tent at Garber's.

Here we experienced the third raid on Hamburg! On Friday. at noon,
we went with horse and wagon to Bergedorf, from there to Llineburg-Uclzen,
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and from Uelzen by automobile to Hannover. Here I fetched my daughter
and together we went to Bamberg. Here we spent the night and then on to
Aussig/Sudetengau, where the parent: of my daughter's fiance live. Ve
have been here since August 3.

i Today, August 11, my son arrived from the service. He explained that
on Sunday he met with another soldier, Mr. Marzi, at Boitzenweg 11. Both
of them, together with a civil defense official, dug out the air-raid y
shelter and went into the cellar with flares. Here all tenants were piled
in a heap, charred and unrecognizable. My son thought us all lost; he

went to seek out his sister Ursula and from her Fe learned that his little
brother and I were saved.

I was a driver of an elevated train in Hamburg for 17-1/2 years.
Since I suffered such terrible losses, I asked to be allowed to stay here

till the end of the war, so I can be with my remaining children. I found
a job here with the streetcar company,

I am completely finished and desperate. These losses are too much
for me to bear. !




Schwedenstrasse 69
Misdrey, August 6, 1943

Dear Mr. Schneer:

I hope and pray that this letter will find you alive and well. Little
did we think that our being together in the office of the Building
Association on July 27 should be for the last time.

It certainly was a horrible night, July 27-28, 1943. Shortly before
10 p.m., the alarm sounded. Since nothing was heard until 12:45, we were
already waiting for the all-clear. But then the attack came. Fire and
high explosive bombs began to rain down in 2 constant stream. The lights
in the cellar went out. Stones flew against the cellar window. At first
we stayed in our shelter, wetted some towels and held these in front of
nose and mouth since we could notice smoke. Then we heard knocks from
No. 36 asking us to Lreak down the wall since they had gas fumes. After
we broke down the wall, the people from No. 36 came into our shelter. The
room was now too small, so we had to get air. I went out into the hall
and saw that all hell had broken loose. In the yard and on the street
raged a hurricane of sparks. It was unthinkable to go outside. All houses
of the neighboring streets and cross streets were on fire from the ground
to the roof. Back to the cellar and try to get out through No. 40' But it
was the same there. A prolonged stay in the shelter could only be catas-
trophic. I then decided that we had to leave the shelter. We wetted
woolen blankets, put them over our heads, and ran through the sea of flames
to an open square behind our houses. Here, too, there was a swarm of :
sparks, so that a prolonged stay would have meant burning to death. So we
went farther toward the athletic field at Louisenweg.

It was a path through purgatory. If my wife and I had not had the
woolen blankets, we would not have made it. At the athletic field, we
collapsed and stayed on the ground. We had inhaled too much smoke. After
a while I noticed that I was burning. I said to my wife that we had to
get up and go on, because I was on fire. When I got up, my blanket tore
off and rolling up like a burning cylinder blew away. My hat was torn off
my head. Staggering and in a fog, I started walking to find a safer place,
and in my crazy state I saw he» wa.king in front of we. In reality she
had been too weak to move and was still lying at the same spot. 1 changed
my spot ouce more as I noticed that the bushes behind me were beginning to
burn,

I would have never thought it possible to sleep on the bare cobble
stones. But I learned it during that night. Every once in a while I tried
to open my eyes as well as I could--they were swollen shut and encrusted
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from the strong smoke and burned--and I could still see the gables of the
burning house, 1t was a horrible sight to see all the houses burning all
around the athletic field. Toward 7 a.m., things began to be a bit
livelier on the streets. You could hear autos honk in the distance and
commands being shouted: "Everyone who can walk should go to Hammerpark,
since there will be military transports from there."

I had lost my wife; I did not know if she was still alive. 1 searched
the athletic field, and looked at the dead and sleeping people. Mr. Schneer,
it was terrible. Not able to stand on my legs and with my eyesight almost
gone, I could only manage to keep my eyes open for a very short period
at a time. Under these conditions, I searched for my wife. After I had
searched the field twice, the older son of Mrs. Stempel called to me. He
told me that my wife was alive and that she was looking for me. She should
be at the sand box. '"No," I said, "I've already looked there.' When I
could not find her on the field, I supposed that she had gone to the
collection site, so I went there too. Tired to death, I dragged myself
past many bodies--many completely naked, others charred--and over the debris
of collapsed houses to Hammerpark. The first thing was to find a place to
sit and sleep, sleep, sleep. I was no longer conscious of what went on
around me. I must have sat like this for two hours, when someone said to
me: 'Where is Dora?" With great difficulty I rose from my spot. I went
along the row of waiting people and finally found my wife, We could just
cry out, nothing else. We were happy to have found each other again, even
if my wife had burns on her legs and I on my leit hand. All our belongings
are lost. I had to throw away my briefcase at the athletic field and my
wife her handbag. I do not know who from our house escaped death in the
flames; I do not think many escaped.

When toward 9 o'clock the English started dropping bombs and we could
hear machine gun fire, we started marching despite our injuries and landed
first in Jenfeld. There, toward 3 p.m., we received the first nourishment
and first aid for our injuries. From there we went on to Rahlstedt. Here
we were quartered for the night. Since we could not stay in Rahlstedt, we
were taken to Lilbeck by mass transport and from there on to Stettin. We
did not know where to go, so we decided to let fate take us in hand. 1In
Stettin we stayed two days with my brother-in-law and then on Sunday we
went to Misdrey a/Wollin to my sister. Here we wanted to heal our wounds
first and then see if we could get back to Hamburg. We have no news of
any kind from our children, even though we sent them telegrams, postcards,
and letters. I believe there is a great delay in mail delivery from
Hamburg and vicinity.

My wife wrote to Mrs. Petersen in Netzka, Brandenburg, from Stettin
and told her about our fate and asked about her husband. Today we had a
letter from Mrs. Petersen. She has no news from her husband and is very
unhappy.
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When we ran through the sea of flames, no one could help anyone else.
The heat was too great and the hurricane of sparks too terrible. We ran
and ran and called "come along.” It was impossible to stop.

Mr. Schneer, I would like to know who from our house is still alive.
We met Mr. Trehder on the Autobahn and Mr. Ddpper in Rahlstedt. Otherwise
we have not met any people we know except Stempel. It is terrible to be
cut off from Hamburg and from one's children and relatives.

What was left standing in Hamm, Hammerbrook, and Rothenburgsort? 1
could not see much that morning, but what I did sce looked like a picture

of total destruction.

Please write to me again soon and with best regards to you and your
wife.

(Signed) B. Hausenberg and Wife




PPN

REPORT OF GREENGROCER JOHANN BURMEISTER, FORMERLY LIVING AT
WENDENSTRASSE 297, HAMBURG 26, REGARDING THE ATTACK OF JULY 27-28, 1943
(TAKEN AS OFFICIAL MINUTES)

Shortly after the start of the attack, two air mines dropped near
our house, one onto the factory of Bossen & Burghardt and one onto the
factory of Fr. Karnbach. Our house was also damaged. In addition, fire
bombs were falling, and our house caught fire. After a short time, there
was danger of the staircase and the skylight collapsing.

1 persuaded my wife, my 17-year old son, and my 16-year old daughter
to flee with me and as a start we escaped through the fire to the school
across the street. My wife, unsure on her feet because of obesity, fell
over a dead man at the school entrance.

Since the air-raid shelter was overcrowded, we went into the gas
sluice. The intensity of the attack and the heat increased to such an
extent that I feared that my family and I would die at the school. We
decided to flee again and seek shelter somewhere outside. After we doused
ourselves with water, we ran, stumbling over dead brdies, to the wharf at
Grevenweg, and there into the comfort station. Without the energetic help
of my son, I would not have been able to get my wife there.

At the wharf, more and more people streamed in from all sides. The
comfort station becam> overcrowded and the door started to burn. Also
many citizens started burning and jumped into the canal. Horrible scenes
took place at the wharf. People burned to death with horrible suffering,
some became insane, many dead bodies were all around us, and I became
convinced that we too would perish here. I crouched with my family behind
a large stack of roofing material. Here we lost our daughter. Later on
it transpired that my daughter had jumped into the canal, almost drowned,
and was saved by a First Lieutenant of the Army and returned to us early
next morning.

Please spare me from having to describe further details.
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Hamburg, August 9, 1943

EYEWITNESS REPORT

Mr. Verleih, residing at Mittelstrasse 114, tells about his
adventures during the air attack of July 27-28, 1943,

We went to the air-raid shelter at 11:50 p.m. Shortly thereafter,
a rain of high explosive bombs came down. When we had been in the shelter
about a half hour, I looked out and crawled to the entrance hall. Our
house was not on fire, but all the neighboring houses were. A little
later, our house caught fire too.

High explosive bombs kept dropping. Altogether bombs were dropped
for three quarters of an hour. A direct hit caused the door of the
emergency exit to fly into the shelter. The protective beams above the
emergency exit were burning. Also the house now burned on all floors, and
burning pieces were falling into the stairwell. I opened the door to the
street. Sheets of fire raced through the street toward Landwehr. 1 now
urged everyone present to leave the air-raid shelter. The people did not
want to go out into the fire storm; I had to put some of them out. Scven
people remained in the house and went farther down into a lower baking
room. What happened to them we have not been able to find out yet.

On the street our passage was hindered by flames that leaped halfway
across the width of the street. Now all houses were burning, and you
could feel the rays of the heat. Step by step, we advanced against the
storm in the direction of Hammerpark. With me, 17 other people struggled
toward Hammerpark. Bombs were still falling. In Hammerpark, we hid under
busnes and were protected somewhat against the fire storm this way. After
about 30 minutes I went back to our house. The heat was so terrific that
I could not get close to the house. After another hour, the four-story
house collapsed. There was still a strong fire storm raging, but it was
not as hot. I, together with other tenants. then wandered on foot across
the Autobahn to Braak, where we arrived as the first refugees and were
received most Kindly.




Hamburg, November 1, 1943

An acquaintance of mine, Mr. Schirmer, residing at Hamburgerstrasse 95,
damburg-Barmbeck, relates his adventures during the attack in the night of
July 29-30, 1943.

I was alone in my house at Hamburgerstrasse 95. At 12:15 a.m., I saw
that Hamburgerstrasse was lighted bright as daylight. The whole street
was covered with fire bombs that were spread about five meters apart. A
quarter of an hour later, the houses on the opposite side of Hamburger-
strasse were on fire from the ground floor to the roof. To the left, some
houses were also burning. 1In between there were some houses that were not
burning at all. The flames from the burning houses leapt to the middle of
the street. The show windows of the Karstadt Department Store were on fire. 1

At 1:05 a.m., I felt a strong shock, so that I slid along the floor in
the air-raid shelter, The shock originated from the first high explosive
bomb tihat hit Karstadt and landed in the air shaft. Right afterward the
Karstadt building began to burn strongly. At around 1:10, I found myself
on the stairs, when the Karstadt store was hit by the second bomb.

At 1:20, when I wanted to go into the street, people came toward
me, about 30 persons, among them a wounded member of the security police.
These people came from the main shelter of Karstadt. At this time, & part
of the Karstadt building in Rdnnhaidstrasse collapsed; so this means about
15 to 20 minutes after the first hit. I do not know if the collapse was
occasioned by a new bomb, since I did not hear another bomb.

came out of the Karstadt building. They did not want to go on, but to
remain in my air-raid shelter. At this time, I noticed that Hamburgerstrasse
toward the Mundsburg was totally dark, and you could not see very far.

ﬁ At 1:40 a.m. the people continued on. Soon after a new group of people

At about 1:45 the front of the Karstadt building in Hamburgerstrasse
collapsed. 1 did not hear another bomb at this time either. About ten
minutes later, I wanted to go to the air-raid shelter of House No. 99 and
saw that the Karstadt building in the Deseniss Strasse had collapsed. This
collapse blocked the entrance to the air-raid shelter under the Karstadt
building, so that people could not get out of the shelter any longer. 1
went back to my house and saw that the houses Deseniss Strasse 3 and 5,
belonging to my block, were on fire. 1 got several men from Hamburgerstrasse
97 and went with them to the shelter in No. 95. Altogether, there were
about 35 people there. Then 1 went to House No. 95 upstairs (to the second
floor). The house did not burn, but I could see that the houses behind us
in Heitmannstrasse were all in flames.
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Around 2:45 a.m., the neighboring house No. 97 was on fire on the
second floor and the roof. This, however, could not be seen from the
street at first.

At about 3:15, we decided to leave the house because the fire was
coming closer from both sides and we realized that we could not remain
there. I brought the last water down. We wetted the clothing of all
persons, and wrapped wet blairkets and handkerchiefs around our heads. At
3:30 we left the house, which was not yet on fire. We ran along beside
the debris of the burning Karstadt building toward the Wagnerstrasse
Railroad Station. It was very hot on the street, and a strong rain of i
sparks whirled toward us. The storm was blowing toward Hamburgerstrasse {
from the direction of Mundburg. It was difficult to proceed against the
storm. From the Tddt Clothing Store, which was completely in flames, a
tremendous heat wave rushed toward us. People threw away their suitcases
and pocket books in order to save their lives. On the short trip to "
Wagnerstrasse Railroad Station, about six or seven minutes, the sopping
wet handkerchiefs had become bone dry. At Wagnerstrasse Railroad Station
it was considerably cooler and quite bearable,

At about 4:30 a.m., I tried to return to my house. The Tdédt Clothing
Store was completely gutted, but was still emitting great heat. The heaps
of debris of Karstadt were completely burned out. House No. 95 was
partially burned out, the other part apparently had not been really caught
by the fire. On the other hand, Houses No. 97 and 99 were completely
burned out. The houses must have been gutted in a period of one to one
and a quarter hours.

At around 7:30 a.m., a woman came to the Wagnerstrasse Railroad
Station asking for help for her parents who were still in the shelter of
the Karstadt building., By that time, the fire storm was mostly over. With
several other men, 1 tried from Ronnhaidstrasse to get to the personnel
bunker of the Karstadt building from the north. The entrance door in
Ronnhaidstrasse was on fire. We climbed through the entrance door of the
bunker and ran down the stairs. In the stairwell, it was very hot and the
air was bad. One could hardly breathe. On the first stair landing old
men and women were lying on top of each other. They all moaned, had burn
injuries, and were completely apathetic. With the greatest effort I
persuaded a few of them to climb up the stairs. Since this method took too
long, we drove the people upstairs by beating them and we rekindled their
will to live by telling them that upstairs ambulances were waiting to take
them away. We got about 26 people out in this manner. I then went into
the cellar where it was very hot. As I found out later, coke was burning
in the cellar. 1 also noted that the big iron safety doors leading to the l
large shelter were red hot.




I went up the

We searched all the rooms in the personnel shelter.
I then

stairs in the Desenissstrasse but I could not get out from here.
went back through the cellar to Ronnhaidstrasse and left the bunker this

way.
At about 8:15, we were back at the Weynerstrasse Railroad Station.

At that time two trucks with pioneers arrived to bring us water. Then all
the wounded were transported with these trucks.

(Signed) Schliemann
Lt. Colonel of the Fire Police




Civil Defense Police Warden Haht
Animal Rescue Station Farmsen Hamburg-Farmsen, August 1943

REPORT ON THE EVENTS AT THE RACE TRACK FARMSEN DURING AND AFTER THE
MAJOR AIR ATTACK DURING THE NIGHT OF JULY 27-28, 1943

A short time after the alarm sounded, the men of the Civil Defense
Veterinary Service, with the exception of three assigned elsewhere, were
gathered in the shelter of the race track clubroom. Everything was quiet
during the first half hour, but then all hell broke loose. The electricity
was destroyed by a high explosive bomb. Severe bomb hits could be noted in
the neighborhood. In between you could hear the raging flak fire of the
batteries and machine gun fire from the enemy planes.

An occasional survey outside could not uncover any other damages
besides the destroyed electrical lines. It was between 12:30 and 12:40 a.m.
that we noted fire burning brightly in Stables No. 3 and No. 5.

First all men were used to help the stable watches evacuate the horses
from the threatened stables Nos. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 1,
and 2. There were approximately 230 horses, which were now driven onto the
race course, including the two horses taken over on July 26 from Rescue
Station III. The animals, made wild by the fire, were racing around the
race course, neighing all the time, and they constantly tried to get
back to the burning stables. Two-thirds of the men were necessary to keep
the horses from breaking out of the race course. This was finally
accomplished by using wagons, carts, and beams to block the entrances.
After this was accomplished, most of the manpower was available to protect
Stables No. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 14, which were not burning yet. By
continuous dousing of the roofs and of the connecting passage between
Stables 7 and 8 for several hours, the building was saved.

In the meantime, the apartment on the first floor of the clubroom
and the Stables No. 1 and 2 had become a solid sea of flames. It was only
due to the fortunate fact that the wind shifted toward the east that
Stables 14 and 15 were not set afire by the burning pieces of wood, which
were driven through the air by the wind. Durir,g the whole time, more
than 200 horses neighed and charged about the race course, galloped like
mad, and tried again and again {0 break out.

After the upper story of the clubroom and Stables 1 and 2 were burned

out and the spread of fire was no longer a danger, the men were reassigned
to save what they could from the lower part of the clubroom. Part of the
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men formed a chain from the pond to the house to open a way from the
north by dousing. The rest of the men fetched clothing, bedding, blankets, l
and boxes with groceries out of the endangered rooms and brought them 1
outside. Everyone worked until a collapsing chimney, a heavy safe, and a

, large washtub fell through the ceiling, and the lower rooms were ignited
within a very short time. Much equipment, all wardrobes, all files, and
many private belongings burned. From the lodgings in Stable No. 5, nothing ‘3
could be saved. In Stable No. 5, the following were destroyed: two single
axle trailers with equipment, 10 civil defense slaughtering outfits, two
veterinary bags, two service bicycles, 21 other bicycles owned by the men,
and all heating supplies. On July 29, 20 beds with bedding and many
clothing articles that were stored there before the attack were saved,
and temporary quarters were furnished with this equipment in the betting
hall of Grandstand I,

In the night of the attack about 200 horses were saved, 26 horses
burned to death on the race course, and two horses had to be killed.

On the farm across from the race course, ten horses were burned to J
death.

During the major attack on July 29-30, 1943, in Stable 35, 12 horses
burned to death.

After the attack, the following were disposed of: 90 horse cadavers,
three cattle cadavers, 235 pig cadavers, and 50 cadavers of small animals.

(Signed) Haht
Warden of the Civil Defense Police
Unit Commander
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Animal Warden of the Civil Defense Police Luther

Animal Rescue Station Billstedt Hamburg, August, 1943

REPORT ABOUT OPERATIONS AT ANIMAL RESCUE STATION V (BILLSTEDT)

During the attack night of Tuesday to Wednesday, July 27-28, 1943,
Billstedt was hit. From my observation post, I could ascertain that larsc
farm houses were hit in Ocjendorf also. Since there are lots of cattle at
Ocjendorf, I immediately went there by bicycle to get a first hand picture
of the situation and to give assistance. 1 immediately took part in
rescuce operations Luckily all large animals (about 200 head) that were

still chained were saved. Only the horses of Farmer Schomaker were already

asphyxiated by the smoke. All small animals were saved. During the rescu
operations, the French prisoners cf war distinguished themselves
cspecially.,

After the greatest danger was past I returned to Rescue Station V tc
get the prople of my unit, so that the injured and phosphorus-burned
animals could be treated expertly. In the meantime, orders had arrived
from the sector that several dead animals had to be picked up and brought
to the disposal station. During this task, we also removed phiosphorus
splashes from living horses, treated them, and brought them to a rcfuge,
These were the five horses of the farm Hdahn-Hahn. On the next day, we
picked up another four masterless horses, which were brought to pasture
for the time being and then given to Farmer Rottgard in Oejendorf to help
with the harvest. All horses were later on returned to their owners.
During this time, horses and cattle from the villages Ochsenwirder,
Kirchwlirder, Reitbrook, and Curslack were treated by us.

Our main task--because other manpower was not available--consisted
of digging out and removing horses and cattle that had died in Hamburg.
We recovered about five to 22 horses daily and these were turned over to
the disposal station or buried. This task was most difficult, since most
of the horses were buried under the debris, the streets were not passable,
and we had to get the animals, which after all weigh 1,500 to 2,000 lbs
each, out of the debris without any auxiliary means. In addition,
some of the horses had already begun to decompose. They had to be dis-
sected and loaded in parts, and the odor of decomposition was sickening.

To date, we have recovered 200 large animals. In this way, Animal
Rescue Station V, which was also assigned to assist in Sector IV, played
an important part in preventing the outbreak of an epidemic. Our work
started at 4:30 a.m. and ceased only at the onset of darkness.

109

an e i e "k i - oo

o

s e i e i

L

e




In this difficult period, the aeventh Executive Order of the Civil
Defense Law regarding veterinary kits proved to be especially valuable.
The Commandant entrusted me with the implementation of this measure, and
I equipped 709 animal handlers with veterinary kits. With these, the
animal handlers were able to treat their animals on an emergency basis,
especially since there was no possibility to call help by telephone.

(Signed) Fritz Luther
Animal Warden of the Civil Defense Police
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Carl Hagenbeck Stellingen, August 30, 1943

REPORT

In the time period from July 25 to August 3, 1943, the zoo was
attacked only on July 25. The alarm was sounded at 12:32 a.m. Six to
seven minutes later, all 36 men of the fire watch had manned their posts
and were asked by telephone if all was in order, which was affirmed.

Fifteen to 20 minutes later, we could hear the detonation of heavy
high explosive bombs in the vicinity. At about 1 a.m., the whole zoo,
especially the parts that had larger buildings, was covered with an
enornous number of stick fire bombs. All fire bombs falling in the
buildirngs were extinguished by the fire watches, with sand and with small
fire-fighting equipment. Shortly thereafter, the second series of bombs
fell and among it was & large number of phosphorus bombs. Also, 16 high
explosive bombs and four air mines fell on the territory of the zoo, so
that the fire watches had to interrupt their fire-fighting activities to
seek shelter. When this bombing was over, every fire watch had plenty
of work and everybody wes astonished that no help whatsoever arrived.

We could not ask for help since the telephone was destroyed early in the
attack. Since large and small fires had developed in various buildings,
everyone had his hands full and could not even think of helping some-
place else,

As usual, right after the attack the C-hoses available in the build-
ings were immediately connected to the fire hydrants, but since the water
line broke down, these were of no use and the fire watches had to rely on
tubs and buckets of water tha’. had been prepared beforehand. They were
successful in extinguishing several fires, such as in the elephant house,
the kangeroo house, the giraffe house, and Villa H,d. The fire engine
that was put into action at the main building worked very well at first
and you could clearly see progress in the fire fighting. Unfortunately,
the motor ceased working a while later and it took some time to make it
work again.

Completely burned to the ground or else destroyed by direct hits of
high explosive bombs were: the main building, both restaurants, the
cattle gallery, the bird sanctuary, the inspector's house, the zebra
stable, the deer park office, administration buildings (Krohns Hof and
Krdgers Hof), the baboon rocks, the monkey bathhouse, the rhesus monkey
rocks, and the aquarium. The remaining several buildings were destroyed
by air mines ancd partial fires to such an extent, that while they can be
repaired temporarily they cannot be maintained in the long run.

111




.

Four of my employees lost their lives while trying to save the zoo.
Five restaurant employees were killed in the zebra house where they had
fled from the restaurant. During the night I lost around 100 animals,
mostly beasts of prey.

The most destructive results, aside from the fires, were achieved !
by the air mines. One was a direct hit on the boxing run. Among others,
the walls between the outside cages of the beasts of prey and the inner
cages Were torn apart and the floor was partly demolished. The fact was
that the beasts of prey could not be left in the fireproof outer cages
because of the destruction of the sliding doors and the walls. The
Siberian tigeras that were in the outside cages crawled under the floor
where they were later shot. With the exception of two jaguars that were
in the outer cages and were shot, all other predators burned to death in
the predator house. Three wagons of beasts of prey were saved, but on
the second day, when they were on the way to be transported from Hamburg
to Vienna, they fell victims to the second attack at the Hamburg Railroad
Station.

Bisons, red buffalos, and other horned cattle were locked in their
houses. The bisons and the old buffalo cow were buried in the house. J
The young buffalo cow was shot the next morning. The bull escaped through
the destroyed fence of the zoo and got on to Kaiser Friedrich Strasse
where a police sergeant shot him.

The elephants were freed of the front chains at the beginning of the
attack, and the back chains could be loosed with a hand motion by the
keeper, After the fire, which attacked the hay on the floor, could not
be contained any longer, the animals were led to the undamaged outside
grotto. This evacuation went according to plan and very calmly, even
though there was heavy gunfire outside. All the elephants gathered around
the leader cows and crowded close together. They were not at all panicky
as would have been expected during this chaos.

Our most remarkable experience wgs that all animals, whether they
were injured or not, were completely calm and did not seem to have the
urge to escape as long as they were in their accustomed quarters, even
when the fencing was completely destroyed. For instance, a malicious wild
stallion that attached himself to a freed circus horse, was led by the
latter to a paddock where he began to play with the circus horse, even
though he had lost an eye. Wild cattle and yaks, usually very aggressive,
had bomb splinters in their intestines that were not noticed immediately.
Both animals let themselves be led very calmly to the place where one
wanted them. Eagles and other birds of prey stayed in their cages even
though they were destroyed.
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Because there was not one box, board, or piece of equipment left
after the total damage, the repair of the remaining grottos and cages
and the catching of animals running around loose was impossible for the
first days and weeks.

It should be borne in mind also that a large part of the personnel
who lived outside the zoo had personal total damage too, and many fled
with their families.

All measures put in effect for the fighting of fires, as for instance
sand piles, boxes of sand, about 800 bags of sand, 60 barrels with 200
liters of water each, about 180 buckets of water, and the civil defense
hand fire extinguishers proved to be especially helpful, particularly since
the water line broke down. The bags filled with sand were most helpful;
we cannot have too many of them. Since in our facility, the storing of
these bags is especially difficult, as they are chewed on by rats and mice,
the supply has to be constantly replenished. We found that storage on
benches was most effective,

For the predator houses, it is best to reinforce the wooden outer
cages, including the doors to the runs, with iron mesh., Experience has
shown that these withstand the air pressure from air mines and high
explosive bombs, as well as the fire, as long as the heat developed by
the fire is not too intense,

Our principle of open outside grottos proved to be most practical in
this catastrophe. While wooden and wire fences and enclosures were thrown
around, the moats kept intact. Without the grottos, a much greater part
of the animals would have gotten outside the zono.

Hay reserves in animal houses should not exceed a one day's supply.
The supplies should be kept on meadows, or in houses that are expendable.
Catch apparatus and boxes as well as repair material should also be
stored as far away from the houses as possible in various places. All
of these things were distributed in six different places in my zoo;
however, they were always close to larger houses or small sheds that were ;
easily ignited. |

Experience showed that every fire watch is on his own and must make
his own decisions. All my people discharged their tasks within their
capacity to the fullest extent and with great energy.

(Signed) Kolzmann




Hamburg, in the year 1943 |

IMPRESSIONS OF THE TIME OF THE MAJOR AIR ATTACKS JULY-AUGUST 1943
By Gretl Blttner, Civil Defense Reporter in the Local CD Office

The attacks roared across Hamburg. There was hardly a pause. Again
and again, new approaching flights were reported. Every hour was filled 1
with worry: ''The next attack! The next attack!" Even though alerts [
between air attacks were soon rescinded, the fact that they were given
in the first place was enough. All forces were perrforming at such a
pitch that the thought of sleep never entered anyone's mind. Forty-eight
hours would pass till one laid down to rest up, but after an hour one got
up again. Thoughts worked feverishly. There was never any rest.

During the first night of attack, many of us had already lost our
belongings. With every new attack, our comrades lost home and security.
The duty station at the demolished City Hall became our "Home." There
we worked, ate, slept, when possible; there you were not alone, but bore
the hard fate with many others and bore it with patience. The feeling
for the losses one suffered did not come till much later. At the time,
the brain was filled with so many other thoughts. At the time, the world 3
seemed to be standing still. Everything revolved around the one important
fact: life or death. All who lived through the horrors of July-August
1943 in Hamhurg have lived through a version of what one might call the
"end of the world." Slowly and hard to comprehend, out of the bomb-torn
nights; out of the burning, glowing, smouldering ruins; out of the
charred bodies of the fallen and the cries of pain of the wounded; the
face of heli could be seen, and the end, even one's own, was ever-present,

We all felt close to one another during that time., Sometimes we
would take each other's hand while we stared with burning eyes into the
flames surrounding us. We could not take it all in just then, and the
proximity of the others was a help and provided a bit of confidence.

B We could not do anything against what was happening to us. We did
not think that we would all of a sudden be poor and without a home. But
we suffered that this city that we loved was being destroyed, that
thousands of people were dying, and that we could not stem this terrible
rolling fate. I am sure a soldier from the front would have seen every-
thing in a different light. He was acquainted with the things that were
new to us, the things that our untiring women and girls could not know.
So it is all the more admirable how they stayed at their posts and worked,
worked, worked. Their hands were shaking when they sat for hours at the
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switchboard or at the typewriter, especially when a new attack rolled
over the city and new hits shook the bunker. But we knew that with the
loss of much of the labor force, we had to double our own efforts.

* % Kk %k %

During the night of July 25, 1943, when the first terror raid
over Hamburg took place, I was at the Anschar Hospital. About a halft
hour after the start of the alarm, due to high explosive bombs falling
nearby, doors and windows were torn from their hinges, and in an
unbelievably short time everything around us was in flames. We were
afraid at the time that the hospital too would start to burn. Since
telephone connections were severed very early in the attack, I asked for
a rain cape from one of the nurses (since there was one of those cloud-
bursts that often scem to develop where there are widespread conflagra-
tions) and immediately upon the all-clear, I made my way to the local
civil defense duty station, originally with the thought to get help there
to prevent the hospital from catching fire. For this trip to the bunker,
which ordinarily took about 10 minutes, I nceded almost an hour. Every-
where the streets were blocked by burning debris. There was a conflagra-
tion at GiEnsemarkt. The Hohe Bleiche, the nearest way to the duty
station, was a sca of flames. Passage was impossible, since I had neither
gas mask nor steel helmet, because of the prevailing heat, the dense
shower of sparks, and the constantly falling glowing stones and wood
pieces. i found a cloth somewhere that I drenched in water and wrapped
around my head. Then I tried to reach the bunker by way of Grosse
Bleiche or Neuen Wall, but it was impossible,

I now no longer sought the way to the duty station with the intention
of getting help for the hospital. There there was no hope was evident to
me from the completely devastated inner city. I began to fear for my
comrades, who, according to the view I had, must be enclosed in the fires.
Therefore, I had to make a try at all costs to reach them. Finally, I
made my way through Post Strasse to Adolf Hitler Platz and tried to reach
my destination over Altenwall-Rodingsmarkt. The first part of Altenwall
was passable, but then I ran into difficulties. The biggest hindrance was
not the heat, which was still bearable, but the blockage of the streets by
burning debris. At Altenwall, I met a man (incidentally the only human
being that I met on my journey) whom I asked if I could reach the City
Hall this way. You could see absolutely nothing. One just stumbled in
a dense veil of smoke and sparks. This man told me that the City Hall
was on fire. He could not advise me of a path to get there. 1I went on,
and until Rddingsmarkt everything went fine, but there 1 got such a
completely changed picture that I had to think about where I really was.
Debris, nothing but debris. Constantly I stumbled over the power lines
hanging down. Smoke and sparks nearly blinded me, My feet pained from
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the constant stumbling and falling, and the wooden goles of my shoes were
long gone. Besides, it got hotter all the time. Then finally, I reached
the vicinity of City Hall. Here, too, everything was in flames. Flames
licked at the City Hall Tower--it looked as if a huge neon sign had been
put on there. All the surrounding houses burned. All you could see was
fire, no matter where you looked. I remember that I stayed at the same
spot for several minutes to try and decide how I could get «ny farther.
Houses collapsed, and smouldering beams rattled past. Heat and reflection
from the fire made me dizzy. 1 could not get back, because that path was
blocked now too. So I went on, this time literally through breathtaking
heat. I had to use the entrance to the Neuwall side, which at that time was
still clear, but was blocked later on. This entrance was within the fire
clouds that the wind drove over from the burning houses across the sgtreet
! and it was also on fire. Then 1 had it made. A few minutes later, when
I arrived, completely blackened by soot, at the duty station, General von
Heimburg announced that the bunker could not be left at the present time
since all exits were blocked. We were enclosed in the conflagration.
Everywhere in the halls of the bunker, refugees crouched with their
bundles, and mothers rocked children on their laps. Many slept, mouths
wide open from exhaustion. The temperature in the duty station rose
consistently.

Toward morning, women and girls first and later on men too left the
bunker. Across the burning Kaiser Wilhelm Strasse to Karl Muck Platz,
from there down Gorch Fock Wall, across Stephansplatz and Moorweide to
headquarters. For some of the girls, it was a difficult journey. Their
thin shoes tore and hung in shreds, and the hot, sharp stones were painful.
One fell again and again and had to be helped up. Lieutenant Schneider
and Lieutenant Krause, who led the procession, had their hands full to lead
their charges to safety. I separated from them at Karl Muck Platz to
return to the hospital and get my things. There I soon learned that my
parents' home had burned down to the foundation.

—

* %k %k sk %

The night of the second major attack arrived. The warning station
reported the approaching flight of large units, and new flights were
approaching all the time. With the horror of the first attack still in
our minds, we were prepared for a lot, but rot for what really took place.
During that night, tens of thousands of people lost their lives. Con-
flagrations of unbelievable size developed in a very short time. Fire
storms of hurricane proportions raced through the affected parts of the
city. Reports that here and there people were buried under debris or
were trapped by the hundreds within the conflagrations piled up. Despite
all efforts on the part of the responsible leadership to lead endangered i
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people out of the sea of flames in time, death had a horrible harvest.
For many months to come bodies of the victims or what is left of thenm,
will be recovered,

* % % % %

When, during the attack, you left the bunker by the back exit and
stood on the small steps above the canal, the most horrible impressions
presented themselves. The explosions of the bombs were roaring. Every-
where the night was changed to day by the fires. On the other side of
the canal, beams crackled and broke and fell into the reflecting water. ]
Like a picture of hell, the coke that had been stored ia the houses
across from us glowed for weeks afterwards. The whole town, as far as j
the eye could see, was on fire. Huge mushrooms of smoke rose higher and
higher towards the sky, magically illuminated by the fire that spread out
like a blanket. During the last night of the attack, the raging of a !
thunderstorm blended with the roar of the bombs, lightning with the shine
of the fire. And amid the destruction, there was the pealing of a church
bell; that was the most moving of all.

Strange were the days that followed these nights. It never was day-
light due to the dark smoke. An eery twilight persisted, depressing the
wandering people even more. Those faces. Grey, dead-tired, and still
strained to the utmost. Inflamed eyes, scabby lips--even in the faces of
little children there was something very old, not fear; something
different, like boundless exhaustion.

* %k Kk %k X%

During these difficult times, I was on the road in the car of
the Chief of the Restitution Service, Lt. Colonel Dr. ing. Maack. During
those trips through glowing streets, every nerve was strained. It was
not always simple and it took all the driving skill and the steadfastness
of Dr. Maack to get through all in one piece, where you could easily have
gotten hopelessly stuck. In those days, a few heaps of debris did not
matter. We passed over them, and Dr. Maack's car performed miracles.
But sometimes, it just wouldn't go on, and we had to back up or turn around
in a ridiculously limited space, and sometimes the path behind us was
blocked by failing debris. Wherever it was necessary, we stopped. One
time we met some mixed-up people who had fled into a streetcar. To the
right and to the left, the rows of houses were burning, and they thought
they would be safest in the middle of the street. Dr. Maack got them out,
rescued them from the terrible force of the heat rays, reassured them, and
finally put them into an automobile that was fortunately parked nearby and i
that someone could drive,




Dr. Maack was everywhere. And everywhere we ran into soot-covered
men in torn, burned uniforms. Firm as a rock they attended to their
tasks, even though you could see their exhaustion on their faces. But
who thought of their own comfort, when everything was in the balance for
Hamburg. From the many eyewitness reports received since then, it can
be seen what the men of the police, police reserves, and civil defense
did in those days and how many thousands of people owe their lives to
their timely rescue work. Facts show what they have accomplished.

Wherever Dr. Maack appeared, always with a few fitting words, the men
bucked up. It was the same picture everywhere., He never lost his
accustomed calm and saved every situatica. In the burning quarters of the
technical emergency service, vehicles had to be saved, among them a cater-
pillar tractor that bore the name "The Wild Ass' and not for nothing.

Amid heat, smoke and sparks, the driver tried to bring this "ass,' which
was bucking in all directions, to safety. But this was only accomplished
when Dr. Maack appeared as a pilot.

Unforgettable also is the following incident: Dr. Maack had the
intention--to bolster the fire protection police after a severe attack--
to drive down the exact fire line. So we got into the car. I had a map
of Hamburg on my knee. Dr. Maack called out the streets and I marked our
path on the map. We always kept to the right side of the fire and went as
close as was possible, sometimes into the fire; then we had to find the way
back. The windows of the car were tightly shut so that flying sparks and
heat rays would not endanger us. We were on the way for two hours, drove
by columns of refugees, saw one street after another go up in flames, and
house after house devastated. It had become morning long since, but
everywhere there was still darkness in the burning parts of the city.
Somewhere in Wandsbek, the car finally gave out for th« first time. You
could hardly see your hand in front of your face, the soot smeared the
windows, and a large piece of wall had gotten under the front wheel,.
Degpite all our efforts, pushing and shoving, we could not dislodge it.

If Dr. Maack had had a strong man instead of a girl to accompany him,
things would have been simpler. We tried to pull the car with all our
sirength to a relatively safe position and continued our journey on foot.
The precious map I had put in tne jacket of my uniform to protect it from
the constant rain of sparks. Dr. Maack carried our steel helmets, gas
masks, and everythirg else we had with us. Where cculd we find a vehicle
now that would take us back to the duty station? Finally we came upon a
civil defense station and after a lot of discussion obtained two bicycles.
We continued on the bicycles, always worried about a flat tire, over
debris and low hanging wires and underneath burning buildings. Everything
went along pretty well until we arrived at a destroyed bridge. The
bicycles had to be abandoned, a civil defense policeman was ordered to
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return them, and then we climbed down the embankment where the bridge led
across originally and climbed up on the other side. We went quite a way
on foot until Dr. Maack spied a car already fully occupied and driven by
a political leader. The car was stopped, and after a brief explanation
we squeczed in and then we went to the bunker, where Dr. Maack made his
report to General von Heimburg immediately.

% & %k ok %

After the heavy raids on the districts of Rothenburgsort, Hammerbrook,
Hohenfelde, Borgfelde, Hamm, and Eilbeck (fifth attack on July 27-28,
1943), Hamburg was faced for the first time with this situation: Corpses
of people who had tried to escape the sea of flames and had left their
shelters covered the streets by the hundreds. What was the cause of death
has not been ascertained to this day. I saw the pictures the first time
when we went to see two colleagues of mine, who had lived in Hammorbrook
and died there, when after the strenuous tour of duty of the previous days
and nights they had gone to their homes to get a good night's sleep. We
ncver saw them again.

The heat of a summer noonday lay on the ''dead city." With the
smell of smoke was mixed the sweetish odor of putrefaction. Ruins every-
where, as frr as the eye could see. Debris on the streets, collapsed
house fronts, farflung stones on curbs, charred trees, and devastated
gardens. Over it all a bright blue sky, little white clouds, and a btright
sun. This made the picture of endless grief and terrible devastation
even more noticeable. And always the sound of new buildings collapsing
and the crackling of the ravenous fire still feeding could be heard.

Poor, beautiful, beloved, raped city! One was without words. Tears
came to one's inflamed, burning eyes. This view was enough to cause a
helpless, trembling horror. Hammerlandstrasse was full of people. They
crouched on the steps of the slope, they sat leaning against trees, they
lay on the pavement moaning for help. And dead bodies everywhere. Many
had been pulled into grotesque positions by the intense heat. Slowly the
look went from the crazy positions to the faces that did not look human
anymore. Open mouths, bulging eyes--faces that showed the last unresolved
spasm,

Through the streets of the dead, we went on to Hammerbrook. Soon we
had to leave the car. The last part of the way we went through small,
narrow debris-laden streets on foot. On a little open square near
Boonsweg--1 shall never forget the sight--there lay hundreds of men and
women, soldiers in uniform, children, old people. Many had torn the
clothes from their bodies shortly before their death. They were naked,

119




3 |

their bodies seemed unmarked, the faces snowed peaceful expressions,
like in deep sleep. Other bodies could hardly be recognized; they were
charred, torn to pieces, and had shattereu skulls.

And we went amongst the wildly thrown together bodies to find our
colleagues. We looked into all the faces, like into a mirror! A mirror
of the unbelievable and the inconceivable. What was reflected in their
eyes, what did the cramped fingers hold, what did the open lips cry?

There an old woman lay. Her face was peaceful, soft, and tired. Her
white hair was gleaming. Her naked, emaciated body lay in the sun, which
it did not feel anymore. And there, a mother, a child on each hand. They
were all three lying on their faces. And there, a soldier, with charred
stumps for legs. There a woman with a torn body, on whose bulging out
intestines the flies were feeding. And there a child, clutching a bird
cage in his hand. And there, detached from the body, a boy's foot with a
black boot; a small, brown girl's hand with a blue ring . . .

The heart almost stops beating at such sights. Only the fear of
fainting keeps you upright, the fear that one would sink--without
consciousness--in the midst of this flood of bodies.

We went back, escaping only with great effort, back to living people,
to voices, to moving eyes. I would have liked to run, fast and
breathless, across the debris. Shivers came in the midst of the heat of
the day. The odor of decay clung to us and to our clothes and also to
our hearts.

In Dobbelersweg, in a small narrow street, a soldier stood in front

of a collapsed house and blocked cellar, calling again and again in a
strange high voice: 'Mother, Ursula, Mother, Ursula." My companion went
up to him and spoke to him. There could be no more life left here, why
continue calling? But how can you say that to a person who stares at you
with insane eyes? Can you rob him of the last tiny hope to which the
human heart continues to cling? Can you talk of death which the other
knows of already, but which for a little while he refuses to believe.

The soldier looked at us as if we were air. He came back on furlough
today. He is looking for his young wife and his baby. They are in the
basement and will hear him. He will dig them out for sure. He is strong,
and his wife is waiting for him. Carefully we tried to persuade the man
to follow us and drive with us to the city. But he did not even hear us.
He turned away when we went on, and we heard him calling as we moved away:

"Mother, Ursula!"
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On another street we saw a man looking among the stacked bodies.
Tears coursed down his completely emotionless face. He had fled together
with his wife from a shelter. They held each other by the hand. Then
the woman rell, and in insane panic the husband had run on without looking
back. Now he was looking for his dead wife and could not find her.

Children wandered around and called for their burned parents. '
Mothers sat at curbs and waited for their children to be brought to them. 1
Many weeks after the terrible attacks they still wandered about, search-
ing and hoping--and they were as if carved of stone.

Terrible was the fate of the dead, but even more terrible was the
fate of the living. They would have liked to trade their lives for death.
You could see it in their eyes, and, even if someday their eyes and hands
and steps stop searching, their hearts never will.

Day after day and hour after hour, the trucks with their horrible
freight covered with white chloride of lime, went to the cemeteries.
Hundreds, thousands, tens of thousands were piled into mass graves., With
naked torsos, eastern workers and inmates of concentration camps dug and
dug in the searing, poisonous heat, and their spades weren't fast enough to
create space for the bodies that kept coming. Juniper branches were
burned and their sharp, stinging, pleasant smell floated over the graves
Not even the terrible epidemics of past centuries, not even the Great
Plague, killed ten thousand in a single night,

Day after day and hour after hour, the men of the civil defense police
with the concentration camp inmates assigned to them brought up the bodies.
First the corpses were removed from the street, then/they started to dig
out the open air-raid shelters where people who had not had the courage
to escape the shelter in time fell asleep to death. There, where carbon
monoxide had had its effect, the people sat peacefully around the table
and lay just as peacefully on their civil defense beds. Where fir~ had
seeped into the shelter, charred fragments, bone, and ashes were rescued.
Horrible scenes of desperation and wild frenzy must have taken place.
Scenes of which no one probably has any idea.

Corpses were found everywhere. We talked with many men of the police
and civil defense police who would point to someone in the midst of the

XL

dug up bodies and say: ''This was my wife! This was my mother!" ''There

(AL

are my parents-in-law!

Like a nightmare it hovered over us all. Even thotce who did not
actually go into these districts felt death everywhere. DBreathing was
difficult.
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Beside Death, however, stood Life. A miracle happened in the "dead
city.” By the end of August und the beginning of September, the charred,
burned trees sproutec nevw life; light green leaves dared to come out. So
close to autumn, it was spring once again over the endless horrors.

White 1ilacs bloomed in the destroyed gardens of the houses. Chestnut
trees once more 14t their white candles. And i1n this continuing life

something mild and comforting, a change from helpless hatred to sorrcw or
resignation took place.

You not only saw the dark, accusing debris. You saw the futurc again
and learned to hope again in the midst of the worst time of grief.

Like a mantle, like a protecting, swevt-smelling blanket, naturce
spread her strangest spring over the thousands of still Sleeding wounds
of the city. Hamburg was not dead. Hamburg msust not die. This the
spring proved and the newly awakened will and the unshakable hope of the
people. Life stops at the graves, but does not tarry. Out of the
deepest pain, the hardest will grows: Victory or Destruction’
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RESTORATION OF THE CIVIL DEFENSE FORCES
Appcal to the Population

Two Newspaper Articles from the Hamburger Tageblatt

Service Orders

Circular Letter to Expanded Self-Protection Plants
and Clippings from the Press

CD Orders of the Industrial Civil Defense Plants




The Police President Mamburg, August 1943

TO THE POPULATION OF THE CIVIL DEFENSE REGION, HAMBURG

Thanks snd Apprecistion

The horrors of the last encmy terror attacks on our city are behind
us. Daily duties and tasks are sgain being carried out. The tasks fac-
ing us are enormous; it is crucisl to repeir the damage and create pro-
visions for the continued life and for the reconstruction of our Hamburg.
It is already evident everywhere that the population of Hamburg is cagerly
sharing in this work.

Protfound thanks are in order to all Yamburgers, regardless i{f they
were assignod to self-protection, expanded self-protection, or industrial
civil defense, for their excmplary conduct and discipline, their courag«
and defiance of death, their willingness to sacrifice, and the solidarit:
that they displayed while still under the hail of enemy bombs and while
waiting for the next attack. We remember with reverence the fallen and
the wounded and find comfort in the certainty that their sacrifices were
not in vain.

The tasks of the civil defense stations of state, porty, Federal
Civil Defense Organization, and Armed Forces were tremendous and are still
overvhelming. They could only be sccomplished thanks to the exemplary con-
duct of the population, which did its duty without complaining despite the
unavoidable difficulties they were facing because of the encmy attacks.

1 herewith want to express my profound gratitude and appreciation to

the population of Hamburg. I am sure that the Hanseatic spirit and will
to live cannot be broken by new trials and that final victory is guarantced.

Lessons Learned and Future Requirements

The massive terror raids that roared over Hamburg have shown again
that wherever the self-protection forces are not prevented from carrying
out their duties because of a dense rain of high explosive bombs, a quick
and forceful effort will successfully contain fire bombs and the result-
ing fires. Many examples c¢xist as proof of the fact that large parts of
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the population courageoucly vnd successfully defended their homes and
their belongings. After a delay of five minutes, five fire engines are
often unable to extinguish fires that at the beginning could have been
put out with a bucket of water or a bag of sand.

From the experiences gained from these massive air raids, the follow-
ing vequirements emerge that I herewith recommend for your careful con-

sideration:

1. The Air-Raid Warden and the Civil Defense Community

Air-rajid wardens snd the civii defense communities should work
together to prepare houses sgain for civil defense. The self-
protection squads called up by the civil defense precinct must
aid in this cffort.

The ajir-raid warden must appoint, aside from the required self-
protection forces, a sufficiently large fire watch--composed pri-
marily of men--who will undertake the protection of the houses
under the warden's direction.

All male citizens who are appointed to this task are not permitted
to leave the house during the night, except for professional reca-
sons. They are particularly prohibited to go to the air-raid shel-
ters in case of alarm.

In general, in every residential house, one fire fighter per floor
is required; if more than two apartments are located on floor,
another person should be assigned.

The Civil Defense Communities, under the direction of the self-
protection squaas, must assist each other.

Constant surveillance trips must be carried out, even during the
attack. If fire bomuis have been dropped into the house, the seclf-
protection squad and the Civil Defense Community must start their
antivities at once. When high explosive bombs are dropped follow-
ing fire bombs, shelter should be sought temporarily wherever pos-
sible.

Repeatedly fires have broken out later on because bombs believed

to be extinguished were no longer watched and flared up again.
Constant surveillance of doused fires is imperative.
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2.

Fire-Fighting Equipsent and Its Use

The civil deferse fire extinguishers have proved to be very effi-
cient. The number of these extinguishers in larger spartment
houses therefore must be raised to three or four. The agencies
of the Federal Civil Defense Orgsnization will initiate the nec-
essary steps to facilitate this increcase.

Usable or repairable equipment (civil deicnse fire engines, water
contuiners, etc.) salvaged from destroycd districts will be put
at the disposal of needy Civil Deferse Communitics.

Tearing hooks have also proved to be very valuable in fighting
fires.

Water and sand supplies in homes must be increased even more, so
that in cease of failure of the water line, sufficient water will
be available. Any possible container must be utilized for this
purpoze. Every occupied room, attic, celler, and stairwell must
be equipnped with sacks of sand and large amounts of water.

The civil defense equipment must be marked to avoid difficulties
in returning borrowed equipment.

The fire-fighting equipment must be stored in the air-raid shelter
or, in houses without a basement, on the ground floor, since other-
wise it might be impossible to reach the equipment in case of need.

If a fire has developed, especially through phosphorous action, {t
must be covered with wet sand and large amounts of water. Accu-
mulated debris from the bomb must never be allowed to remain in
the house; it should he taken into the open immediately.

Be_sure to wear your gas mask when fighting fires:

Attics

Fuel must be removed from the attic floor immediately, since it
is difficult to extinguish. Through the fire mass eating its way
through one floor after another, the whole building wili be de-
stroyed. The fuel, if at all possible, must be stored either in
the cellar or in the open air. Balconies may also be used for
storage. If the fuel ignites despite these precautions, it can
easily be thrown into the street with shovels and extinguished
there.
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Wooden leantos and partitions in the sttics must now be rewoved ‘
ruthlessly and permanently, as ordered ii my instruction: dated

April 6, 1943. The removed wood, becsuse of its flammability, e
must not be stored directly sgainst the house or air-raid shelter.

Cellar rooms or rooms located on the ground floor and toward the

center of the house are most suitable for storage. The wood

stacked horizontally on the attic floor provides reinforced pro-

tection sgainst penetration by fire bombs.

It is especinslly important that access to the roof is easy. Dam- ?
aged ladders or ladders that were too short have frequently hind-
ered effective fire-fighting operations.

It is advissble to cover the attic floors at on.? with a layer of

sand as thick as possible, if the flo.r is strong enough to bear

it, up to 2 cm thick. Water in sufficient quantities should ve |
kept on the roof itself, because of flying sparks, and Jf this is
not possible, at least on the attic floor.

4. The Apartments

Curtains and drapes should be removed, and carpets and rugs must
be rolled up. These measures give a certain amount of protection
against the tremendously strong showers of sparks.

Sand and water for fire fighting must be available in every room.

5. The Basement

It has proved to be absolutely essential that sufficient water and
’ sand for fire fighting, as well as water for drinking, be avail-

1 able in the air-raid shelter.
4

Wall breakthroughs have proved valuable; however they should be
used only in cases of extreme <anger, and should not be opened
before they are needed, becauze smoke or fire may seep into the
shelter from neighboring houses.

The renewed walling-up of opened breakthroughs should be initiated
immediately by the civil defense precircts. VWalling-up with clay
or mud can be accomplished by the self-protecticn forces.

Splinterproof beams have also proved effective; however, it is
necessary that these can be moved from the inside. In every air- :
raid shelter, a large beam should be available for this purpose.




e e ——— L TP R i el T @ e — e . e

Window gratings often prove to be insurmountable obstacles to
escape from blocked or smokz-filled shelters. They should be
removed at once by the self-protection forces or by hired workmen.

Emergency lighting should be available in the air-reid shelters.
I1f high explosive bombs are detonating nearby during sn attack,
the air-raid warden must make sure that the air-raid shelter is
not dameged to such an extent that it might collapse. If nec-
eesary, he should order the shelter evacuated and, with his Civil
Defense Community, take cover in a neighboring shelter.

6. When Should An Air-Reid Shelter be Evacusted in Case of Fire?

The air-raid warden must keep himself info- med on the status of
the fires in the neighborhood of his house by making frequent
trips outside. If his own house, despite all efforts, cannot be
saved and {f conflagrations are discovered in the vicinity, the
air-raid shelter should be evacuated immediately. The danger of
being killed in the shelter in most such cases is so great that
f1ight through burning streets is prefersble. Escape routes and
nearty shelter possibilities such as open squares and parks,
should be investigated in advance. When the time comes, the Civil
Defense Community must decide vhich escape route to use. Cloths
and blankets soaked in water wrapped around the body snd held in
front of nose and mouth afford sufficient protection in escaping.
Women should wear soaking wet headscarves to avoid having their
hair catch on fire.

If immediate escape from the air-raid shelter is indicated, emer-
gency luggage may have to be left behind. Experience has shown
that suitcases, briefcases, and other belongings left behind in
air-raid shelters in districts hit by fire storms usually remain
intact.

In many cases, it was found that the asphalt, because of the in-
tense heat radiation, was soft or even liquid. It is necessary
therefore to put on sturdy footgear in case of air alarm to pre-
vent burns on the feet.

If a fire storm is over or if the heat rays diminish, the extin-
guishing of fires, which burn comparatively slowly and floor by
floor, should be taken up again by the self-protection forces.

Water for this purpose must be obtained through a long bucket
chain. Often it only takes une forceful man who can organize the
fire-fighting force and carry along others by his example.
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7. Vicinity of the House

The wooden sheds, summer houses, rabbit warrens, etc., still re-
! maining in backyards and gardens dangerously close to the house
must be removed, since they might act as a fire bridge.

kb .

FCDO officials, sel f-protection squads, and civil defense forces
have the absolute duty to preserve our homes against devastation i
by the enemy. In the hcurs of danger, the air-raid warden or

other prudent and forceful persons will assume leadership, and
all members of the Civil Defense Community must subordinate to
them.

(Signed) Kehrl !
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Special Reprint from the Hamburger Tageblatt and Hamburger Zeitung of
August 11, 1943

THE STRUGGLE FOR HAMBURG: HOW IT REALLY WAS!.

Written at the instigation of the Police President of Hamburg
right after the massive air attacks of July-August 1943

Countless Hamburgers, with the heavy hand of fate upon them, streamed
into the Reich in those days. Men of many provinces of the Reich came to
Hamburg to help the city in its darkest hours. For months to come, there
will be special conversations and meetings taking place all over the Reich,
in which we of Hamburg and our helpers from other pluces will be questioned
by citizens who live in a German city threatened by massive air strikes
such as those we lived through in Hamburg. These citizens set great store
by our words. Even if we do not want to talk about it, the manner in which
we accept our fate and the looks that we bestow upon those that are facing
the possibility of a trial such as ours will be noted and will lead to
conclusions. These conclusions, if correct, mean that the battle is half
won in advance; but if erroneous, they will sow the seeds of future heavy
losses.

Comrades in the Reich, for heaven's sake, when you see how the people
of Hamburg, after all their misfortunes, still carry their heads high,
draw the correct conclusions from this attitude:

We are entitled to hold our heads high! We have lived through an
attack by the enemy the likes of which no other city has yet had to face.
We fought bravely and did what we could. But you should be aware, Com-
rades in the Reich, that the enemy used everything he had for this battle
in materials, in diabolic planning, and in treachery. So today we in Ham-
burg look back with the bitter, but proud realization that we stood like
an army in the first line of defense. Behind us, however,

WHILE WE KEPT THE ENEMY AND HIS MAIN FORCES AT BAY,
COUNTERMEASURES WERE ALREADY BEING PUT INTO EFFECT.
When we see and hear how the civil defense effort, aroused by the experi-

ences here in Hamburg, in other large cities of the Reich is being inten-
sified with an enthusiasm unheard of a few months ago, then we say to
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ourselves that it was not all in vain! On the contrary, we call out to
you Comrades in the Reich who have seen Hemburg: Don't lose your courage
by what you have seen here!

This does not mean that you should close your ears when you hear about
these days from Hamburgers. Let them tell you again and again just how it
was. The never-ending roar of the enemy planes; the crackling and burst-
ing of the bombs; and the fire storm, a hurricane that uprooted trees,
toppled stone walls, and sent mushroom clouds high into the sky. Night
turned to day in the light of the fire. The day remained night underneath
the smoke. Torrential downpours developed out of the heat and the smoke.

Don't turn away when you are told of the bitter struggle and the ter-
rible suffering of everyone! Try to realize what it means when the single
fires turn into a conflagration, when the streets are blocked by a wall of
fire, and strong men are felled by the heat rays. But also listen when you
are told that hundreds, yes even thousands, fled to safety wrapped in wet
blankets and towels, although every avenue of escape seemed cut off at
first. Let us make it clear to you that this is a struggle that knows no
mercy and no letup, and that demands from the civilians what up till then
had only been asked of the front-line soldier.

But also look at the other side of the coin! You helpers from far
away , count, while there is still time, the countless bhurned out stick
bombs on any street corner of Hamburg! Count the exploded phosphorus bombs
on your way! There are only a few. And then at the same time look for a
place where a high explosive bomb hit! You really have to look for it,
don't you? And Citizens in the Reich, think about it that not all Ham-
burgers are bombed out.

IN SPITE OF EVERYTHING, THERE ARE MANY WHO SUCCESSFULLY DEFENDED AND
SAVED THEIR HOMES, THEIR PLANTS, AND EVEN THEIR
WHOLE STREETS:

Be understanding of the fact that these people talk very little about
it. In view of the unhappiness everywhere they have an almost supersti-
tious fear of bragging about their own good fortune.

The enemy forced upon us a bitter struggle that usually is known only
to the soldier storming a position under enemy fire or defending his fox-
hole under heavy bombardment.

The fighting soldier at the front often has to

TRUST IN HIS SOLDIER'S LUCK. WE, WHO DEFEND
OUR CITIES, MUST DO THE SAME!
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For instance, it is out of the question that a few high explosive
bombs whose detonations are heard by a whole city district, should keep
the civil defense forces in the shelters until the fires from 1,000 ridic-
ulous little stick bombs have become so large that they cannot be extin-
guished any more. The truc effective range of a high explosive bomb is
usually limited to a single house, sometimes to a few houses. We have to
take a chance on that. We really did this very often during that fateful
week in Hamburg. Soldier's luck! How many have experienced it! Let us
tell you of men who stood in their doorways watching for fire bombs and
saw a high explosive bomb detonate a few meters avay and they themsclves
remained unhurt. Of fire watches on the roof who swayed on their perches
like ships in a storm, with bombs hailing down all around them, and still
kept to their posts! Soldiers' luck! Soldiers' fate! Both must be taken
into account by anyone who is in the thick of the fight, as we werc in
Hamburg.

IT IS A FIGHT MOSTLY AGAINST FIRE. IT IS A STRUGGLE IN WHICH WE
MUST TAKE THE OFFENSIVE. THAT, COMRADES IN THE REICH, IS THE
LESSON THAT HAMBURG IS TRYING TO TEACH YOU!

Let us tell you today that in this struggle, in which the enemy brings
murder and fire to our cities, the last word has not been spoken. The
struggle is still very much going on, and we only hope that the wcapons of
the enemy have been blunted! Then Hamburg's sacrifice will not have been
in vain. And you, Hamburgers in the Reich, when you tell of your difficult
days, always bear in mind that every one of your words may contribute to
making the murder wecapons of the enemy less effective. And the sooner this
happens, the closer will come the time for us to rebuild our beloved city.
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The Police President Hamburg, August 16, 1943

Restoration of Civil Defense Preparedness in Self-Protection, Ex-
panded Self-Protection, Industrial Civil Defense, and Special Admin-
istration.

Discussion of August 13, 1943 with the Poilice President - S 3 (L) in
the Deutschlandhaus.

The following people took part in the above discussion:

Major of Security Police Richert, Captain of Security Police
Hinrichsen, <aptain of Security Police Reserve Bollenbach (Local

Civil Deferise Command).

Lt. Colonel of the Fire Department Dr. Schubert (Commander of the
Fire Protection Police).

The Civil Defense Officers of the Groups and Sectors.
Major (Ret.) Harden (Industrial Civil Defense District Office).

Board Chairman of the Board of Public Works Dr. Schroeder (Civil
Defense Station).

District Group Captain, Chief Grimm of Civil Defense, General Staff
(FCDO).

Community Leader Party Member Roebe (Provincial Party Leadership).
Major Schlemm (Military Headquarters).

Member of Board of Public Works Buchholz and Member of Board of Pub-
lic Works Peschkes (Community Administration Department of Public

works).

Also members of the federalized national railroads; the post office;
the elevated company; and the gas, water, and elcctricity departments.
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Special Subjects under Discussion

Gathering and regrouping of Civil Defense forces as well as inspec-
tion and replenishing of fire-fighting equipment of the self-protection,
ICD, and expanded self-protection units and special administration.

Course of Discussion and Results

Opening remarks by Major of Security Police Richert: All experiences
resulting from the major air attacks now behind us must be compiled and
the necessary lessons drawn therefrom and put to practical use. Civil de-
fense preparedness of personnel and equipment must be restored with great-
est possible dispatch and further enhanced by all possible means.

The following details were then discussed and decided upon:

Self-Protection

Vacarciecs caused by casualties among the air-raid wardens and their
deputies, must be filled immediately, so that Civil Defense Communitics
are under continuous decisive leadership.

The remaining tenants, as well as persons newly quartered in evacuated
apartments, must be assigned to civil defense service by the air-raid
warden.

Where the Civil Defense Community must seek shelter in a public bunker
in case of alarm, one fire watch must remain under any and all circumstanccs;
this duty is to be assignhed first to the air-raid warden. The Federal
Civil Defense Organization is requesting thz issuance of a police order to
this effect.

Civil defense equipment must be checked over, and sand and water con-
tainers must be refilled as quickly as possible, supervised by FCDO offi-
cials (casualties in whose rarks will be replaced by the district group).

Civil defense equipment in destroyed buildings and plants that is
still usable or can be repaired should be collected and apportioned to ex-
isting Civil Defense Communities as the need arises.

Sandboxes from destroyed districts must be moved to occupied districts.
This should be done by the Department of Public Works.
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Delivery of refills of sand has suffered from a shortage of vehicles
to transport the sand. The local government is trying to make deliveries
as quickly as possible--probably starting August 13, 1943. The vehicles
needed for this purpose must be requisitioned from the authority for the
use of motorized vehicles, SA Group Leader Fest.

Issuance of replacement sandbags by the sectors has already been
ordered. The Federal Civil Defense Organization will procure additional
amounts as needed.

As additional containers for water for fire fighting, garbage cans
left intact in destroyed areas should be used. Public works board member
Buchholz will order this and report on the number recovered.

The necessary replenizhment of bandaging materials for civil defense
medicine chests will be ascertained and reported by the FCDO. In urgent
cases, the supplies of the civil defense police are available.

The removal of wooden partitions from attics should be completed with
all possible speed.

The repair of damaged, but still inhabited, houses should be attempted
first by the self-protection forces. The number of self-protection mate-
rial supply depots and the available building materials, however, is not
sufficient to meet this demand. Relief is to be speeded by all available
means. Not every house that was defended and perhaps saved by the bravery
of the tenants will remain inhabited. If such a house is located in a
destroyed district, it may be impossible, amongst other things, to estab-
lish gas, water, or electricity connections. There might not be any shop-
ping facilities so that evacuation of such houses may become necessary, as
harsh as this might seem to the successful defenders of their homes.

The building of air-raid shelters will be continued in the inhabited
districts. Main emphasis will be on the creation of emergency exits. The
opened wall breakthroughs are to be closed again, because otherwise there
might be danger from poisoning by smoke and spread of fire. Splinter-
proof beams will be removed from destroyed homes. As far as self-protection
is concerned, do not wait and do nothing until official ordinances are
issued.

The population should be urged by FCDO officials to put increased
water supplies in basements, as well as blankets, coats, rags, etc., which
when soaked in water often afford the only protection against burns when
leaving the air-raid shelters of burning houses. The suggestion to pre-
pare advance escape routes was rejected. Instinctive behavior at the time
of emergency will no doubt achieve the best results.
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Storage of civil defense equipment and tools must be in the air-raid
shelter, or at least on the ground floor, because access to them in case
of fire might otherwise be impossible.

When emergency exits are blocked, splinterproof beams should be felled
with the help of a crowbar. A crowbar must be kept in the shelter.

Air-raid shelters in burning buildings beyond saving must be evacuated
because of the danger of asphyxiation.

In case of conflagration, an escape route should be sought diagonally
to the fire storm by way of side streets. The shortest and most direct
route is not always the saving one. Open squares offer the best protec-
tion. Many people saved themselves by crawling along the ground wrapped
in wet clothing or blankets.

The FCDO recommended the dissolution of the self-protection emergency
squads; however, this suggestion was voted down. In Hamburg, these squads
are formed only according to need. The last remaining male should not be
taken from any one house. We shall not always have blanket bombing. If
fires develop everywhere, the squads should be dispersed. The squads must
be kept under strict command of their leader.

The leaders of energency squads should not be picked by theoretical
criteria. Energetic, forceful, and decisive people must be chosen who in
case of emergency can assume command and carry along their followers.

Regular inspection rounds during air attacks must be continued as
heretofore. 1If fires have developed or if fire bombs have fallen into the
house, the Civil Defense Community must go into action immediately. If
high explosive bombs are still falling, cover should be taken instinctively
wherever possible. Everyone should be ready to risk his life. As the
soldier holds the line at the front, the sclf-protection soldier must try
to protect the home front from destruction by the enemy.

It is considered necessary to equip the self-protection forces with
protective goggles against smoke and dust. The transparent parts must be
made from flameproof material. According to reports from the FCDO, the
Volks Gas Mask sticks to the face after several hours of use.

Industrial civil defense, expanded self-protection, and special admin-
istration: The districts, in cooperation with the emergency fire service,
must begin immediately to check the completeness and serviceability of all
equipment in all plants. Missing or damaged equipment parts and replace-
ment requirements should be reported.
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Fire protection installations in destroyed plants, to the extent
that they are still usable, should be collected and turned over to other
plants.

Deadline for the report on the above regulations is September 25, ¢
1943.

It is planned that a permanent pipeline will be laid between impor-
tant installations that have motorized fire engines and water lines lo-
cated nearby. Until the material for these pipelines is available, hoses
will be laid. If streets must be crossed the hoses mey be laid into the
street surfacing to avoid hose bridges that might hinder traffic.

Plants must again classify their personnel for civil defense service.
Since numerous plants were destroyed, larger forces in the existing plants
must be recruited. The civil defense forces of large plants will be
housed in barracks wherever possible.

Plants should draft their entire personnel into civil defense serv-
ice, divided into emergency squads of one officer and six men each. These
squads must be prepared to render neighborly assistance to residential
buildings in the vicinity. This is especially important in daytime at-
tacks. The squads must be equipped with plant-owned equipment.

Fire watches must be posted in the plants as heretofore. They must
make sure that fire-fighting activities can be taken up immediately and
that dropped fire bombs are recognized at once.

During the last major attacks, shortage of motor fuel was frequently
noted. Even fire watches were often not able to supply fuel to motorized
. plant fire engines. We shouled iry to have motor fuel in reserve for at
least five hours' running time. Also large reserves of motor fuel should
be stored in tank installations in the industrial civil defense plants.
The State Department of Economics will work out a plan for this.

Fire watches in the Harbor

About 50 percent of the harbor installations remain intact. To pro-
tect these, we need at least 1,150 fire watchers. The forces provided by
the city district until now are almost completeiy lost to us by evacuation
or emigration. Neither do the Armed Forces provide any manpower at pres-
ent. A check will be made to see how many personnel the police department
will be able to provide in the future.
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The harbor sector was ordered to free forces for fire watches first
from the large harbor plants; e.g., the Blohm and Voss Wharf. Living com-
munities will be created on board ships from the large firms. The forces
in question will thus remain in the harb v and can be used as harbor fire
watches. Other types of forms, e.g., shipping companies, will gather their
work forces in the harbor and then provide them for fire watch service in
the harbor.

Living quarters and shelter for the fire watches in the harbor are
available in sufficient quantities.

The harbor sector will report on its arrangements with the firms by
August 21, 1943.

Military Installations

The Army Command was asked to take u.asures for the military installa-
tions comparable to those ordered for harbor firms.

Miscellaneous

Lt. Colonel Dr. Schubert pointed out that all gossip about a rain of
phosphorus is without foundation. A notice in the press to this effect
was ordered. The industrial and plant civil defense leaders have already
informed their personnel to thigs eftect.

Plant personnel, who were on civil defense duty for prolonged periods,
were repeiatedly turned away from the feeding stations established by the
party for the general population. Party Leader Kobe explained that it was
not intended that feeding be selective, but that the amounts of food avail-
able were the determining factor.

A representative of the federal railroad reported that they are again
100 percent prepa.ed for civil defense. Out-of-town forces of the federal
railroad move in on their own initiative when a major air attack is recog-
nized. The federal railroad urges that out-of-town assistance forces not
be stopped and diverted to other duty, as has happened during past attacks.
Feeding difficulties encountered during the first attack were eliminated
during subsequent attacks. Most important, sufficient drinking supplies
must be available in future. Large vessels and wells for drinking water
are available. Civil defense headquerters will report by August 25, 1943,
on locations where wells are not avaiiable and must be constructed.
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The 2as company is working with all available means for the quick

restoration of the gas pipeline network. A
given. The same is true of the waterworks.
must be readied. Then, when the network of

definite deadline cannot be

First, the long supply lines
water collectors is putv into

operation, damage that was not recognized before will show up.

(Signed) Kehrl

Distribution:

Groups and Sectors 16
Industrial Civil Defense HQs
Civil Defense Station

FCDO District Office
Provincial Party Headquarters
Reiresentative of Community
Service

Military Commandant 1

N =

-
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Railroad, Fost Office,
Elevated A.G., Gas Company
wWater Works, Electricity
Co., 1 each

Police lists 2, 3, 8, 9

1 each




The Police President Hamburg, August 24, 1943

RE: Use of Public Air-Raid Shelters, Civil Defense Bunkers, and Special
Shelters of All Kinds

Public air-raid shelters, civil defense bunkers, and special shelters
must be kept closed during the day and not opened until Air-Raid Danger 15
alert is sounded (or Air Danger 30, when serving a far-flung area).

To ensure nightly sheltering of the population, the above-mentioned
civil defense shelters must be opened one hour before the beginning of the
of ficial blackout time.

To avoid use of the above-named civil defense rooms by homeless per-
sons as permanent living quarters or by shady characters to hide in, atten-
tion is called to the Guidelines for the Admittance to Bunkers.

The issuance of admittance cards is herewith extended to the use of

public air-raid shelters by the permanent residents of Hamburg.
@

Admi ttance cards should not be issued to self-protection personnel,
who must remain behind in the houses as fire watches. Neither should
admittance cards be issued to any members of self-protection emergency
squads.

Special care must be taken to avoid issuing admittance cards to per-
sons who have no permanent residence and who use the bunkers as places to
sleep. Quartering of the homeless is the responsiblility of the catastrophe
service stations, the district headquarters of the social service, ctc.
Homeless persons must be referred to these agencies.

In the interest of hygiene and order in the air-raid shelters, bedding,
mattresses, etc., must be taken along by the owners when leaving in the

morning. Civil defense luggage may be stored in the bunker.

The bunkers must be cleared of users by 9:00 a.m. daily, so that they
may be aired and cleaned.

These regulations supersede my order of August 22, 1943.
(Signed) Kehrl

Distribution C
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The Police President Hamburg, September 4, 1943

RE: Restoration and Reactivation of the Self-Protection Forces. Special
Emphasis on Formation of Battle-Ready Self-Protection Emergency
Squads.

I direct attention to my instruction sheet entitled, "To the Population )
of the Civil Defense District Hamburg," of August 1943 (copy attached).

1. The residential houses left unscathed by the severe air attacks on
Hamburg in the time from July 25 to August 3, 1943, and those damaged and
gradually being fitted for reoccupation must be preserved from further de-
struction with all forces and means at hand. I have already laid down the
lessons and needs drawn from these air attacks in my instruction sheet of
August 1943 (see above). It is the responsibility of the district head-
quarters of the Federal Civil Defense Organization and of every single
official to see that the demands contained in this instruction sheet be
made known to every person and met in the shortest possible time.

The police stations should work in closest cooperation with FCDO and
support the work of the FCDO district offices and officials in every pos-
sible way. They must make sure that the full civil defense preparedness
of self-protection forces and buildings is restored as quickly as possible.

By constant cioecks of the civil defense precincts, it is to be ascer-
tained that the folliowing basic needs are met:

a, Classification of service-ready members of the Civil Defense Com-
munities according to their tasks to be accomplished by the air-
raid warden, especially assignments for fire watches (house fire
fighters, primarily men).

b. All assigned s~1f-protection forces must remain in their air-raid
shelters during air alarms,

Males assigned to self-protection service are expressly prohibited
from going to public air-raid shelters during air alarms (bunker
control).

c. In houses without their own air-raid shelters, sufficient fire

watches under the direction of the air-raid warden must remain in
the building to take over the defense of the house,
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A nearby air-raid shelter may be used by these fire watches if
surveillance of their own houses is maintained and constant pa
trols are made,

d. Water for extinguishing fires and sand supplies must be available
in sufficient quantities in all parts of the building, including
the air-raid shelters.

Where there are no bathtubs or other similar containers available,
the house owners and tenants must be made to provide suitable con-
tainers, if necessary by levy of the house owner,

Water for fire fighting must be put in readiness by all forces of
the Civil Defense Community working together, if necessary through
assistance from neighbors, in places where the water supply is not
yet fully restored.

e, Civil uefense tools must be checked for completeness and usability
and if necessary, repaired and stored in the air-raid shelter or,
in houses without basement, on the ground floor.

The above points are the basis and prerequisites for successful
use of self-protection in case of future air attacks.

2. In Number II, 1, of the above-mentioned Instruction Sheet, I have asked
that the self-protection emergency squads assist the Civil Defense Commu-
nities in the restoiration of civil defense preparedness. This means nothing
more than organized neighborhood help, not only during air raids, but also
in general in the present catastrophe situation.

Often there will be one or more damaged houses among buildings not
touched by the air attack. Here it is important to transform neighborly
thoughts into deeds and give the affected citizens help and assistance,
so that they are not alone in their emergency situation. Here the leader
of the self-protection emergency squad, usually the block warden of the
FCDO, must prove himself the protector of the Civil Defense Communities
under his care.

The self-protection emergency squads, established in Hamburg long ago,
had numerous opportunities in the past air attacks to show how helpful they
can be. Their combined efforts and, when the situation demanded it, their
scattered attempts can be credited with the saving of countless buildings
as well as the rescue of many endangered citizens from the threatening
fires. Therefore, increased ettention should be directed by the FCDO to
the formation of energetic battle-ready self-protection emergency squads.
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In this connection, the following is decreed herewith: |

8. The self-protection emergency squads must be checked immediately
regarding their still existing capahilities and, wherc necessary, q
must be replenished or formed anew. The precinct party leader
and the precinct captain should cooperate closely in this en-
deavor.

b. Special care should be given to picking a leader. Only men who
are decisive, cuergetic, and prudent, regardless of their other
assignments in the Civil Defense Community, must be appointed as
leaders. FCDO block wardens primarily should be used.

c¢. Changing Number IV, 2, of my ordinance, effective immediately,
not only the leaders of the self-protection emergency squads,
but also all members of the squad must be drafted by police order

for civil defense duty in the emergency squads. The draft is to |
. be effected through the precinct captain on the precinct party
leader. }

d. The self-protection emergency squads, as ordered previously, must
be quartered as a unit in an air-raid shelter within the self-
protection territory, where immediately upon the sounding of an
alarm they must assemble and report to their squad leader.

only in exceptional cases and only if the shelters are located

The use of a public air-raid shelter or bunker is permissible H
within the self-protection territory of the squad.

# e. The squad leader should keep a simple roll, which will afford
proof of participation in the Service. Nonappearance must be ex-
plained promptly.

f. Infractions against civil defense service regquirements must be
reported to the appropriate civil defense precinct. In cases of

serious or repeated refractions, an indictment must be filed. e
In lesser intractions, the culprit may be warned by the precinct
captain.

g. The members of the self-protection emergency squads must be in-
structed in their duties and tasks from time to time by the civil
defense precincts.

3. It is the primary task and clear goal of the police and FCDO duty
stations to bolster the popular will to resist the terror created by the
enemy, so that everyone will take up the battle against fire with full
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confidenc~ in his own power and in the means at hand. The population must
have the feeling and the assurance of being led com.etently. Catastrophes,
such as the one that befell Hamburg a short time ago, have made our city
the front line. We fight like soldiers here, and soldiers keep to their
post and give the last of their strength to their task. Only with this
attitude and devot on can successful resistance be achieved and the goal,
namcly, the protection of home against enemy terror, be reached.

Group and section commanders, all officers =nd noncoms, arec respon-
sible to me for the implementation of the above ordinances. I urgently
request the FCDO district group Hamburg, together with all lower echelons,
to fulfill their given tasks according to the shining example set by their
numerous fallen comrades.

4. The groups and Air Defense Command VIII will report to me on the imple-
mentation of Number 2 above by October 1, 1943.

(Signed) Kehrl

Distribution:

FCDO down to precincts
Provincial party command
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Reprint from Hamburger Tageblatt No. 218, September 5, 1943

HAMBURG AGAIN PREPARED FOR CIVIL DEFENSE 1
by Ernst Burkhardt

Written on the instigation of the Police President of Hamburg to sup-
plement his Proclamation to the Population of Hamburg, dated August 1943.

No pamphlet on civil defense questions will ever command as much at-
tention in the city of Hamburg as did the pamphlet with which the Police
President, in his capacity as local Civil Defense Commander, addressed the
population for the first time after the catastrophic days of the terror
raids. It was addressed to all of us who have become acquainted with enemy
terror in all its horrible reality and to an extent never before experi-
enced by any city. We have suffered much and lived through much. So much
in fact that it is often difficult for some of us to sort out the memories
of the many and often incomprehensible impressions. But just as we, the :
people of Hamburg, gradually have to start building a new existence, the
time has come for us to separate from the overwhelming events of the catas-
trophe those incidents that should be forgotten and those that we must not
forget, because it will make us stronger in the future.

THESE, THEN, ARE THE LESSONS WE HAVE LEARNED AND THE

EXPERIENCES WE HAVE GAINED FOR FUTURE CIVIL DEFENSE AND

FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE HOMESTEADS STILL REMAINING TO US.
"Nobody needs to tell us about that,' some of us will say, '"we gained
experience the hard way!" How many times have we heard these words in the
last few weeks, when people from Hamburg and out of towners discussed what
must be done in the hour of danger. Our opinions on that subject were
listened to everywhere in the Reich as attentively as never before, be-

cause Hamburgers today are considered authorities on such questions. But

ﬁ is each single person, who can after all only judge by his own personal
! limited experience, really an authority? Honestly now, has it not hup-
pened many times in the past few weeks that when two people talked abcut
questions of civil defense, they arrived at two different sets of answers?
Should you go to the shelter or not? Splinterproof beams or not? One per-
son swears by the portable fire extinguisher. Another feels that in case
of "his" fire, it was useless to even try to extinguish the fire.
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Is it not understandable that these differences of opinion exist?
Circumstances in one case were entirely different from those in another
case. One person could reach the developing fire at once, the other not
until much later, by which time the effective point of self-protection
capabilities was passed. Truly, anyone trying to get a true picture of
what really happened from all the different viewpoints would be perplexed.
Soon he would realize that instead of hundreds, he would have to ask thou-
sands of opinions, and that even these thousands might not give a true,
clear, and unequivocal picture. You would not only have to investigate
the debris and scorched remnants of one's own house and those of relatives
and friends, but literally thousands of other fire ruins to determine
whether stick fire bombs or phosphorus bombs, canisters or other incen-
diaries, flying sparks, or heat rays caused the destruction. And still
the interesting question would remain of why some houses that received
hits by stick and phosphorus bombs did not catch on fire and only sus-
tained minor damage. Why was one in a row of houses destroyed, when the
neighboring houses remained undamaged? And why, in one large apartment
house, were the roof and upper stories destroyed by fire, but the lower
floors remained tenable?

One should be able to find the answer to all this, but clearly this
is impossible for any one person. Still, the answer is available, con-
tained in the lessons and experiences that the local civil defense command
has summarized in a few, but all important, pages in the new Civil Defense
Proclamation.

THESE ARE TRUE FRONT-LINE EXPERIENCES,

these apparently self-evident and reasonable sentences. We expect that
certain people, full of good will though they may be, will doubt this or
that statement, pointing out their own personal experiences, which they
will consider as outstanding and truly remarkable events. But this is not
the point at present. We all have lived through a lot. The duty and the
right of the responsible reporter is to see everything and be everywhere.
We certainly took full advantage of this right. During an attack, we were
not in the cellar or a bunker, but on the roof or in the open; we extin-
guished phosphorus bombs like everyone else; and hours later, with feet
wrapped in bandages, on the periphery of the conflagration, blinded by
smoke and flying sparks, and thrown to the ground by the fire storm, we
had to find a circuitous route to the command bunker, where we saw more
and heard more than can possibly be told now.

We walked the streets of death, and at the first quiet hour, we sur-

veyed the city from a slowly circling airplane. We stood alongside our
experts making tests of enemy aerial weapons in case something might still
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be learned from these things. We also know the approximate ratio of phos-
phiorus and stick fire bombs that the enemy used during the attack. We did
not overlook anything that was done by the enemy and by our side to help
us recognize cause and effect. And for this reason, the new Hamburg Civil
Defense Pamphlet is to us such an especially interesting and remarkable
document. We were right there when these lessons from the battle for our
city were formulated, which are now down in black and white. We know the
men who carried these experiences out of the hail of bombs and through the
walls of fire. We leafed through the countless reports on which this final
report was based. No, indeed, what is now offered to the citizens of Ham-
burg as rules and guidelines for future tests of endurance, is not picked
out of the blue! And when, in one place in the pamphlet, the possibility
of a massive high explosive bomb attack is considered, we know what is be-
hind it, namely the eyewitness report of one of our own policemen, who was
himself in the middle of this particular hell; rescued hundreds of citi-
zens; was carried out unconscious, wounded, and partially asphyxiated; and,
then, as soon as he had regained consciousness, gave his strictly factual
experience report. Men such as this one make no mistake about what hap-
pened and about the severity of that which the enemy might have in store
for us in the future.

IT IS CRUEL, BUT IT IS THE WHOLE TRUTH

that everyone can read in this pamphlet to the citizens of Hamburg. You
only have to read every word and every line of this pamphlet with the
careful attention it deserves. Then everyone will find his own personal
experiences contained therein. And he will find an answer to the ques-
tions that remained unanswered.

The reconstituted Civil Defense Community of Hamburg asks a lot of
each of us. Especially from the ren of our city! I believe everyone
realizes how important it is that sufficiently strong fire watches--pri-
marily men--ar. assigned immediately by the air-raid wardens. It goes
without saying that these men must not leave the house commended to their
care. It means that able-bodied men have no business in the bunkers in
the future. The constant patrols of the houses must be carried out as
heretofore, even during an attack. If fire bombs have fallen, self-
protection emergency squads and Civil Defense Communities must step into
service immediately. When high explosive bombs follow, sheltex should be
sought as much as possible.
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Should the enemy make another such attack on us, we shall
FIGHT FOR EVERY HOUSE AND FIGHT HARD. THE MAIN DANGFR IS FROM THE FIRE!

All other considerations must be disregarded--except if the emergency
forces should be completely pinned down by a concentrated attack with high
explosive bombs and air mines, which is almost always confined to a small
local area. Undeterred by what has happencd, we must make it clear to our-
selves again and again that

SPEED IS OF THE ESSENCE WHEN FIGHTING FIRES--EVERY MINUTE COUNTS!

After five minutes, five motorized fire engines often are not abic to
extinguizh fires that could have been doused with a bucket of water or a
bag of sand in the beginning.

There is really no basic contradiction if in Lessons and Experiences
it is pointed out that there will be some fires that just cannot be put
out by any human effort. If it should come to this in your own home and
if conflagrations are noted in the immediate neighborhood, the house and,
most of all, the shelter must be evacuated as quickly as possible. Pos-
sible routes of escape through broad streets to open squares or parks must
be explored ahead of time. Just as in fire fighting, cverything depends
on the leadership of a courageous and prudent man; in the same way, de-
cisive leadership during the flight, when such is necessary, is indispen-
sable. Nobody must be afraid to advance, even when the flames are already
leaping into the street. Soaked cloths and blankets afford more protection
in these times than faint-hearted people generally realize. To leave and
escape TOO LATE is just as fateful in this case as in the case of fire
fighting.

THEREFORE, EVERY MINUTE IS PRECIOUS!

What are minutes when the attack goes on? The one who listens at the
cellar steps for the next high explosive bomb to hit the house might let

a precious minute pass without realizing it or else a single minute might
secem like an eternity. A person who has started to fight a fire will lose
all realization of time. One is as dangerous as the other. Let us take
the latter first. It may happen that in one rcw of houses, fire watches
and house community seem close to bringing a fire under control. In a
neighboring house, conditions may be less favorable for success. Perhaps
there the fight against the fire will be given up too soon. According to
human judgment, the moment to retreat has come. However, we are all
human, and we all have different criteria. It is of the utmost importance
that the fire crew distributed in the attic and upper floors, with success




apparently close at hand, not be blind to everything else and spare a
glance at the street at the neighboring houses. Otherwise it might happen
that these bravest of the brave, victorious in their own home, might be
cut off by the flames from neighboring houses or the whole street.

THEREFORE, IT IS THE DUTY OF THE COMMUNITY TO FIGHT THE FIRE AS
LONG AS THERE IS A POSSIBILITY FOR SUCCESS.

"Let it burn," that's what some used to say in the past, ''surely, human
lives are more important!" Yes, human lives are more important when it
means saving women and children, the infirm, and the aged from the flames.
Today, however, after the catastrophe, our city has a different face and
different criteria must be employed.

"FCDO OFFICIALS, SELF-PROTECTION EMERGENCY SQUADS, AND THE SELF-
PROTECTION FORCES IN GENERAL HAVE THE CLEAR DUTY TO SAVE OUR
HOMES FROM DESTRUCTION BY THE ENEMY!"

Thus the pamphlet to the population of today's Hamburg summarizes the
lessons learned from the catastrophe. The vast majority of the homeless
and those needing help are safe today. This frees us for a renewed strug-
gle against the fire, for we did not remain in Hamburg so that our city
would be left to the pleasure of the enemy!

IN DAYS PAST, WE DID NOT KNOW THE ENEMY YET. NOW WE KNOW HIM!

In those days, we did not know what it means to have no roof above us
and no mattress bencath us. Today, we all know it. In those days, there
was a shortage of men. Today--and this is one good result of our moving
closer together--the fire-fighting forces can easily be strengthened in
the existing houses. In those days, we did not know the danger from a con-
flagration, which threatens the brave and the faint-hearted alike. Today
it is not a question any more of which is more important: Extinguish the
fire in time and expose ourselves to some minor dangers, or take a chance
on a sea of flames that has to be passed through in flight from the fire
while the attack is still in progress.

In short, if the enemy should come again, we shall enter the battle
with an entirely different outlook than before. It could not possibly be
worse in the future than it was then.

HOWEVER, WE ARE TOUGHER, MORE EXPERIENCED, AND THAT HAS MADE
US STRONGER!
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The Police President Hamburg, September 1943

To the

District Group X/1

Federal Civil Defense Organization
HAMBURG

RE: Self-Protection Ac:ions, Digging of Trenches in Truck Garden Colonies,
and Shelter in Public Bunkers

1. In almost all city districts, the recent air attacks have caused such
widespread damage that, even utilizing full federal assistance, it is not
possible to repair all damages in a short time. Therefore, self-protection
forces from all segments of the population must be employed to a large ex-
tent. It is important to convert the thoughts of help into deeds and to
assist fellow citizens who have suffered damages, so that they are not
alone and without help in their time of need.

It is a point of honor with every citizen to offer the hand of friend-
ship and assistance in repairing the damages. It must not happen that in
cases where self-protection efforts are possible, nothing is done until
official ordinances are issued. I therefore urge the district group, offi-
cials of the FCDO, air-raid wardens, and all members of the Civil Defense
Communities to take an active part in self-protection reconstruction work.

2. I also urge all citizens who because of shortage of living quarters
are forced to live in truck gardens or similar emergency quarters to start
digging adequate trenches immediately. The necessary material (wood) will
be provided by the AKE.

I wish to call attention to my announcement concerning the above,
dated June 6, 1940. I expect every official of the FCDO to give whole-
hearted assistance. Technical guidance in the construction of these
trenches and speedy implementation of this community measure in cooperation
with the Federal Association of Truck Farmers i3 urged.

3. Through many letters received and through a thorough check by my own
office, I have discovered that a large part of the population has lost

confidence in the private air-raid shelters and to a large extent seeks
out public air-raid shelters and bunkers. Largely, this stems from the
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fact that in Hammerbrook and other city districts many people in private
air-raid shelters were killed during the conflagration.

I would like to point out that now, as before, the private air-raid
shelters afford extcnsive protection if the fire bombs and developing
fires are fought quickly. Where people perished in the cellars (air-raid .
shelters) this was in most cases due to the fact that the danger was not
recognized in time. The attempt to leave the air-raid shelter of a burn-
ing house was either not made at all or not made in time.

In my proclamation, "To the Population of the Civil Defense District
Hamburg,”" 1 specifically pointed out that the air-raid wardens must lead
the members of their Civil Defense Community out of the shelter in time,
if despite all efforts the house cannot be saved and if row fires or con-
flagrations are noted in the vicinity,

The public air-raid shelters and bunkers arc primarily allocated to
those segments of the population who live in houses without basements.
They are not available in sufficient numbers to shelter all the population.
For this rcason alone, the population must use their own shelters where
available. The deciding factor should be that sufficient self-protection
forces remain in their homes to fight the fires.

The population wmust be reminded again and again that otherwise the
still remaining homes would be left to destruction by fire and the short-
age of living quarters would be even more critical. It is thereforc the
absolute duty of every citizen who has a private air-raid shelter avail-
able to remain in his house during air alarm, as outlined in my instruc-
tion sheet.

P The cxcuse that the danger of destruction of a private shelter through
a high explosive bomb is much greater than that of a public bunker is not

valid. It is well known that against a direct hit by a high explosive

bomb, even the public shelters (e.g., pipe bunkers and the elevated tunnels

used by the population after the catastrophe) do not afford 100 percent pro-

tection. Besides, the number of high explosive bombs dropped during an

attack is infinitesimal in relation to the number of fire bombs dropped,

and it should also be pointed out that direct hits are rare. Therefore,

no reason cxists for shunning the private air-raid shelters, especially

improved for an emergency, in case of an alarm.

If the self-protection emergency squads formed and drafted by the
police according to my ordinarce § 3 (L)8 - 55, 10, 11, 13 - of Sept. 4,
1943, and the air-raid wardens in their Civil Defense Communities assume
responsible leadership encrgetically and gladly and the Civil Defense
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Communities stick together, there is no greater danger in the private shel-
ters than before.

To the district group of the FCDO, I assign the responsibility to in-
struct and educate the population as well as the officials of FCDO, the
leaders of the self-protection emergency squads, and most of all the air-
raid wardens in their duties according to the above descriptions and accord-
ing to my proclamation. [ urge therefore that complete courses be given to
officials of FCDO and leaders of self-protection emergency squads to dis-
seminate this information, so that these in turn can inform the general
population and restcre lost public confidence in the aii-raid shelters.
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The Pnli<. President Hamburg, September 22, 1943 ;

CIRCULAR LETTER NO. 21

To the Plant Foremen and Industrial Civil Defense Wardens of
the Expanded Self-Protection Plants

The massive enemy terror raids now behind us have extracted severe
sacrifices from our city in both human losses and in property.

The plants of the cxpanded self-protection service have suffered their
share in this. They have their honorable share, howcver, in the self-
sacrificing service of all the civil defensec forces, who opposcd the catas-
trophe with selfless devotion and were successful in saving many human
lives, many buildings, and many industrial installations from the threaten-
ing flames and, in many cases, from total destruction. I have many ex-
amples before me of highest personal courage during those terrible hours
and days and many testimonials to faithful performance of duty within the
plants of the expanded self-protection service. It is both my duty and my
desire to acknowledge this gratefully.

In recognition of proved devotion to duty and outstanding bravery war
decorations were issued, at my suggestion, to 1,688 members of the Expanded
Self-Protection Service, as follows:

1 Di stinguished War Service Medal, 1lst Class, with Swords
120 Iron Crosses, 2nd Class or Bars to Iron Crosses, 2nd Cl.
1,536 Distinguished Service Medals, 21nd class, with Swords
21 Distinguished Service Medals, 2nd class, without Swords
10 War Service Medals

It was not always possible to reward each deserving man and woman in
each plant in this way. In many cases, the plant foreman, the expanded
civil defense warden, or other plant member wears the medal awarded to him
for the whole plant and realizes that this is the case. However, this
honor carries with it the obligation for continued faithful performance of
duty in the future. Reconstruction and removal of existing damages are
now our tasks.
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Experiences Gained from the Massive Air Attacks

A proclamation to the Population of the Civil Defense District of
Hamburg is appended to this circular letter. The lessons and needs gar-
nered from the terror raids and outlined therein generally apply to the
plants in the expanded self-protection program as well. They must be eval-
uated without delay and observed in future air attacks.

Necessity for A Strong, Devoted Industrial Civil Defense Force

Aside from the need to defend our homes, the readiness of st.ong forces
and sufficient fire fighting equipment for the defense of industrial plants
is an urgent need. Experiences have shown that the preservation of homes
and industrial plants by the efforts of self protection or expanded self-
protection was possible generally in those cases where courageous men took
up the fire fighting immediately and bravely, except where circumstances
were beyond human control. The plant superintendents and industrial civil
defense wardens therefor: must make it their business to use every oppor-
tunity to point out to all employees the necessity of strong fire protec-
tion. It is, of course, mandatory that plant superintendents and indus-
trial civil defense wardens serve as an example at all times and in every
respect. I have before me numerous examples stemming from the times of
the catastrophe that this requirement is being met in most cases. Still
I feel it is necessary to point out that it is unforgivable today, in the
fifth year of the war, as in some isolated cases, for plant superintendents
and other leading personnel to dodge their industrial civil defense service
by offering flimsy excuses and leave the fire protection of their plant to
the employees.

Care should be exercised to find quarters for the fire fighters that
are suitable in every respect. Drafty, damp, or unclean rooms are not
suitable for the quartering of fire watches. Reasonable requests by the
fire watches in this regerd musi be complied with wherever possible.

Disposition of Fire Fighting and Rescue Forces of the Plants for the Pro-
tection of Neighboring Homes during Working Hours

Increased importance should be given during daytime air attacks to
the protection of still existing homesites, since for the most part the
male population is at work in plants during that time.

Therefore, it is necessary that the plants--primarily those in well-
preserved residential districts--draft all their employees for civil defense




service during working hours. Aside from the forces assigned to in-plant
service, fire-fighting and rescue squads from among the employces are to

be readied and to be employed for neighborhood help in the surrounding
residential buildings in case of daytime raids, since fires in neighbor-
ing buildings will endanger the plant as well. On the basis of this order,
the measures to be taken in this connection by thc different plants must

be documented in the plant civil defense plan. The fire-fighting and
rescue squads made up of one officer and six men each must be equipped with
plant -owned equipment.

I also wish to especially point out the duty to offer neighborhood
assistance outside of working hours. In this connection, it is necessary
that outside of working hours the appointed fire watches and other fire-
fighting personnel remain in the plants in complete numbers and fully pre-
pared.

Checking of Fire-Fighting Equipment and Supplies

I again strongly urge you to check continuously the equipment and sup-
plies located in the plants for fighting fires for readiness and usability.
The existing water and sand supplies especially--including those in the
cellars and air-raid shelters~--should be incrcased and replenished con-
stantly.

Training of Fire Watches and Fire Engipe Crews

Experience has shown that the training of the fire watches as well as
fire cngine crews was not cqual to the task in most cases. By repeated dry
runs and training exercises, this shortcoming can be eliminated.

Engine crew leaders and machinists of the motorized fire engines must
be educated in their tasks with special care. Plants that have motorized
fire engines, if they do not have water containers of their own, must be
well acquainted with the independent water sources in the immediate vi-
cinity.

At all costs, a sufficiently large fire engine crew must be in readi-
ness at all times. If there are not enough men in the plant to man the
fire engine, employees of neighboring plants must bhe used. Guidelines for
the mobilization of motorized fire engine crews within the expanded self-
protection service in industrial plants thco: have motorized fire engines
will be distributed very shortly.
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Telephone Directory of Civil Defense Duty Stations and Availability of
Messengers

The civil defense telephone directories of all plants must be kept
current so that in case of emergency, wrong or unnecessary calls will be
avoided.

I wish to point out in particular that messengers familiar with the

city must be kept in readiness so that in case of telephone failure these
can take over the transmission of messages.

Fire Fighting

I wish to again direct your attention to the important fact that in
smoke=filled rooms--even when wearing a gas mask--you must work in a
crouching position.

Drafting Foreigners in the Expanded Self-Protection Service

Foreign employees may be drafted for service in civil defense accord-
ing to Paragraph 11 of the Executive Order to the Civil Defense Law. In
case of draft, they are considered equal to German citizens, especially as
concerns treatment of personal and property damage.

Safes for Valuables (decree by the Federal Minister of Air Transportation
and Commander in Chief of the Air Force of August 24, 1943)

In case of air attacks, it must be considered that safes that contain
valuables are exposed to fire damage for prolonged periods of time. Safes
of usual construction are not equal to this great strain. The ordinary
steel -cabinets have not proved satisfactory during the fires. Better, but
still not complete, protection is afforded by cabinets lined with ash, dia-
tomaceous earth, or concrecte slabs. Wall safes with padded doors, as well
as underground vaults, have proved very satisfactory. It is therefore
evident that safes, with the exception of wall safes and underground
vaults, will need additional protection against fires caused by air at-
tacks. Additional protection can be achieved by the following measures:

1. Put safes in lower floors, if possible, in the basement. Also,
if possible, erect safes in wall or door niches or in corners be-

tween massive walls.
~
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Wall in the safe on all sides. The doors of the safes must bec
especially secured (fire doors).

Keep rooms that house safes free of flammable materials. Built-
in partitions must be treated with fireproofing.

Documents, files, and the like that are being kept in safes, must
be tied together and kept in the center of the safe. Important
documents must be wrapped in fireproof material (fiberglass, min-
eral wool). Wooden boxes in the safes afford a small additional
protection. Leather cases, suitcases, etc. on the other hand, do
not give protection. Photocopies should be made of all important
documents and kept in a less dangerous spot.

Most important of all, special caution is advised when opening
the door of the safe. Most of the damage occurs not during the
fire itself, but when the door is opened. The inside of the safe
is only slowly being heated by the fire, but also cools off very
slowly. Even if the safes feel only somewhat warm from the out-
side, much higher temperatures may be expected on the inside.
When the safes are opened too quickly or too soon, the contents
made of paper and similar materials might catch fire due to the
cxposure to fresh air. Therefore, safes that have been exposcd
to a fire should not be opened until they have cooled off com-
pletely.

It has also proved to be of a great help to put containers filled
with water inside the safes.

(Signed) Kehrl

The Police President




From Hamburger Zeitung, July 29, 1943

The Reichsmarshal for the Hanseatic City of Hamburg, Party Member
Hermann Goring, sent the following telegram to the Provincial Party Leader: I

"Hearing of the massive air attacks that the Hanseatic City of Ham-
burg had to bear, I am with you and the much tried populztion of Hamburg
with all my heart! My instant decision to fly to your city was thwarted,
however, by the urgent request to be present at the Headquarters of the
Fithrer. General Bodenschatz, my deputy, has reported to me about the hor-
hible sufferings, as well as about the wonderful conduct, of the popula-
tion of Hamburg. To contribute to the amelioratjon of your great needs,

I have today ordered my Air Force Administration Officer to distribute the

| last remaining stock of Air Force booty to the bomb victims of the City of
Hamburg.

Hail to the Fiihrer!

(Signed) GOring, Reichsmarshal

— e T S
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From Hamburger Zeitung, August 2, 1943

CONSTANT CIVIL L'EFENSE PREPAREDNESS

The Police Presi .ent decrees the following:

In plants of the industrial civil defense and expanded self-protection
services, constant preparedness to the extent necessary must be maintained
in the future. This not only applies to undamaged installations, but also
to buildings that were more or less destroyed by high explosive or fire
bombs. Fire nests that were not completely extinguished must be put out
or--if this is nul possible--must be kept under constant surveillance. If
a spread of the fire to undamaged buildings, materials, etc., is threatened,
the appropriate civil defense sector must be notified immediately.
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From Hamburger Zeitung, August 8, 1943

FLAK FIRE MEANS AIR ALARM

Aside from the stationary sirens, the mobile sirens on the special |
vehicles of the civil defense police will also sound the air alarm. The |
siren vehicles will be used to a greater extent in the future. But aside

from them, flak fire, too, means air alarm!

From Hamburger Zeitung, August 7, 1943

GORING IN HAMBURG

Reichsmarshal GOring paid a brief visit to our city yesterday. The
Provincial Party Leader, Karl Kaufmann, reported to him about the terror
raids and their effects. He also told the Reichsmarshal at the same time
which emergency mecasures have been taken and what preparations have been
made to secure Hamburg's continued participation in the war effort. The
Reichsmarshal gave his thanks to the Provincial Party Leader and his
assistants, to the administration, to the representatives of the party,
and to the military for all they have done. He emphasized his close rap-
port with the Hanseatic City of Hamburg and its people. It has always
been his belief that the people of Hamburg will prove their worth even in
the toughest struggle, but his expectations of the conduct of the popula-
tion were surpassed.

The Reichsmarshal later inspected several damage sites with the Pro-
vincial Party Leader. The population greeted him with enthusiastic shouts.
They showed that the hours of battle and distress have welded the leaders
and followers even closer together. The marshal was impressed by the will
to rebuild shown by the people of Hamburg, which the Provincial Party
Leader not only told him about, but which was also visible at all sites
of destruction.

After a detailed discussion about the emergency measures instituted
for the benefit of the population of Hamburg and away from Hamburg, the
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Reichsmarshal said goodbye to the Provincial Party Leader with the assur-
ance that everything would be done to pay back the enemy for all the human
suffering and material destruction that the Hanseatic City of Hamburg had
to experience.

From Hamburger Fremdenblatt No. 207, August 27, 1943

"

"AND IF YOU DON'T RISK YOUR LIVES .

Four weeks have passed since the nights of terror over Hamburg. Thou-
sands and thousands of hands have been busy to bind the wounds of the city,
temporarily at first. The fellowship of the war, strengthened by the
nights of horror, makes everyone the same in the face of death and gives
help and solace. The thousand-fold sorrow is borne quietly. The univer-
sality cf the heavy fate has become a support for all.

Now that one has a moment's time to think and to grasp the course of
the flood of events, details emerge from the wealth of impressions, and
you see once again the faces, full of effort, sweat, and fatigue, of those
pcople who stood side by side with you during those terrible hours. The
whole population of this city has accomplished tremendous feats and has
borne near impossible physical exertion without complaint.

At their side stood the comrades of the police, the police reserves,
and the civil defense police, who,disregarding their own lives, did every-
thing possible from the first moment on. There was no hesitation, no
pause, no sleep, and no rest. Everyone did what had to be done and what
was the most urgent task at the time. Never shall we forget the faces
strained to the utmost, the uniforms singed and torn to shreds, and the
wounded, for the most part older men of the civil defense police and
security police, who again and again dived into the sea of flames without
thought to themselves to help and rescue. Many of these men, like the
rest of the population, knew nothing about their families at that time or
had lost house and home and dear ones already during the first night of
terror; they were just as homeless, as filled with sorrow, as all the
others. But they stuck to their posts and did what had to be done and a
thousand times more. They did not think of themselves for even a single
moment.

Where the police stations were destroyed, as happened frequently, an
emergency station was established somewhere in a half-destroyed building
in the middle of the smoke and fire. No time was lost.
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In connection with the fire fighting, many kinds of tasks, some of
them new, arose that had to be and were mastered. It is true that the
forces could not be everywhere, because the damage sites were too exten-
sive. But wherever they were, thousands of persons were rescued from
death by fire or by asphyxiation out of the shelters of burning houses.
The burning heat near the fire, the heavy labor at the hose, the biting
smoke, the rain of sparks and ashes--all were borne bravely. In addition,
there was the constant danger of being hit or buried by falling walls. '
Many of these brave men paid for their willingness to help and sacrificed
with their lives. Vehicles with their crews were hit by high explosive
or fire bombs and made unfit for battle. Aside from smoke poisoning, many
cases of second and third degree burns occurred.

The main task of other units of police was to free people from blocked
and partially overheated shelters and to bring them to safety. Fronts of
houses that were gutted or had been destroyed by high explosive bomhs were
dynamited, and every Hamburger knows the rolling thunder of the blasting
operations during those weeks. Streets have been and must be cleared of
falling debris. Bomb craters had to be filled in, so that the main traf-
fic arteries were passable again and motorized units could fuaction. An-
other tremendous task is the recovery of the dead.

Forces of the Med:cal Corps and the brave girls of the rescue sta-
tions recovered the wounded and brought them to safety. The messengers of
the civil defense police, the Hitler youth, and the emergency squadron of
the motorcycle corps fulfilled their tasks during the failure of the tele-
phone lines without regard to their own lives. The military forces rushed
to offer assistance. The Federal Labor Corps and the out-of-town fire
departments which came to the city from everywhere must not be forgotten.
The same goes for the party, about whose participation a special report
was published.

The police of Hamburg, with their assisting agencies, have done their
duty. The true comradeship that bound them to the population in their
care during the hail of bombs and the fire of destruction will bear its
best fruits in a brighter future.
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From Hamburger Anzeiger No. 176 of August 23, 1943 }

THE NIGHTS OF GIGANTIC BATTLE FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT OF HAMBURG |

A Song of Songs from liamburg's Hardest Days

Every one of us during the past weeks has seen the fire engines of
the Hamburg Fire Departments at work in the streets. Pipelines more than
a kilometer long carried the water to districts where new fires were always
erupting. Day and night, they fought with their weapons against the fire.
Not for nothing were they thoroughly schooled in thei: tasks in war and
pcace. During those days of great struggle they had to give their utmost
strength and knowledge.

All Fire Brigades in the Battle

The Hamburg Main Fire Station remained practically undamaged in the
midst of a district hard hit by the raids. Therefore, the opinion may ex-
ist here and there that the fire department was primarily concerned with
saving their own headquarters from the flames. The truth is far different, !
however. As a matter of fact, during the second night of terror, the main
fire station was guarded by only a handful of firemen left behind, who
first extinguished the falling stick fire bombs and then provided a shel-
ter for the refugees streaming in from the burning streets, wherc they were
safe from flying sparks and the unbearable heat. All of the fire brigades,
in the meantime, were in the midst of the struggle against the fires at
the most difficult spots.

Planned Mobilization

Without doubt, many tenants of a burning house might have wondered
during those nights, "Where is the Fire Department?” Today, after every-
one has seen with his own eyes that thousands of fires developed and flared
up during the same time, even the layman can see that the fire brigades had
to be put to use according to plan to save the "strastegically most impor-
tant” objects first and in this way prevent further spread of the catas-
trophe.
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Crews Greatly Strengthened

The fire-fighting activity is only part of the task of the civil de-
fense police during air raids. The core of the crews is made up of active,
peacetime firemen who were strengthened considerably by large numbers of
reserves and who also had a variety of equipment at their disposal. While
in peacetime, the fire department of Hamburg is divided into 17 firehouses,
numerous new quarters for crews and fire engines were created during the
war. These men are under the leadership of experienced and proved offi- ]
cers and noncoms of the fire protection police. The mobilization of these |
forces in the civil defense sectors is effected by the technical leaders
of the fire department and the reserves, and reinforcements from out-of -
town fire departments by the Commandant of the fire protection police who
is on the staff of the Police President.

Out-of “Town Assistance

Out-of-town fire departments could be seen in Hamburg shortly safter
the first massive attack in the night of July 25. These fire departments,
of course, had not been called in haphazardly; otherwise, endangered ci.ties
and counties might be left without fire-fighting equipment in case of dan-
ger. The territory surrounding every endangered city is divided like a
chessboard, and according to need, fire brigades are pulled out. During
major attacks such as those on Hamburg, motorized fire brigades rush to
the rescue from as far as hundreds of kilomcters away. These brigades are
received at the arrival points by '"'pilots’ who direct them to their mobil-
ization site.

Thousands of People Saved!

The fire protection police could not have worked in such a well-
planned manner if it had not been kept informed by the tower lookouts and
the civil defense patrols of the position of the fires. As an example,
after the second terror raid, when main traffic arteries were blocked by
falling buildings and flames and the danger of people being buried in their
shelters became greater all the time, crews of several fire stations re-
ceived orders to bring these endangered persons over a specially mapped
route to safe open country. The fire crews were so busy with the task that
in the meantime two fire houses burned to the ground without any fire-
fighting crews being available to fight the fires. The men of another fire
station kept an open square in a particularly endangered neighborhood under
a heavy veil of water, so that many people could escape out of the ter-
rific fire storm, which generated tremendous heat. Altogether, thousands
of people were saved by these special efforts of the fire protection police. |
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Scouting Trips Through The Fire Storm

All members of the civil defense police have been on constant call
since those dramatic attack nights, and as of now, only a few reports are
available in which the events are described in brief, realistic form. But
these few reports are enough to give a lasting, unforgettable impression
of the extent of courage and will to sacrifice displayed by these men to
save lives and possessions. One of them made scouting trips through the
fire storm in his automobile until his floor mats ignited due to the tre-
mendous heat. Others fought their way through to a public bunker where
4,000 people waited for a sign from the outside world. They made sure
that the air in thie bunker wos satisfactory and calmed the crowd to such
an extent that morale rose dramatical!ly. Another one continued rescuing
people endangered in their shelters, until he himself collapsed uncon-
scious. As soon as he came to at a safe place, he immediately got up to
help with the fire fighting. The considerable number of dead and wounded
firemen and the large number of destroyed vehicles are proof that the men
of the fire department attended to their tasks without regard to their own
lives. All that these men have done for Hamburg will never be forgotten.

While we speak here particularly about fire fighting, we should not
forget that our fire protection police have many other tasks in store for
them. They offer assistance everywhere, as for instance in pumping cellars
dry and clearing streets. The whole civil defense police force is operat-
ing now, as it was then, to remove dangers and damage and to protect us

anew.




From Hamburger Fremdenblatt No. 212

MARK YOUR CIVIL DEFENSE LUGGAGE!

The Police President points out again that every piece of luggage
that is taken to the shelter should be marked with the name and exact
address of the owner in his own interest. Also, it should have an Infor- '
mation Address (name and address of a relative or friend, if possible in
another town). Lost and recovered belongings, when properly marked, can
be returned to the owner faster and easier, and, if the owner cannot be
found, to the information address.

From Hamburger Anzeiger No. 188, September 6, 1943

At Hagenbeck Zoo during the Bombing Nights

THE ANIMALS KNEW NO PANIC .

The British terror raids on Hamburg, which destroyed in addition to
many private homes, numerous cultural establishments as well--schools,
museums, libraries, churches--did not stop at the Hagenbeck Animal Park
whose spectacularly new concept of animal-keeping was known the world over
and served as a frequent example for other zoos, especially in America. We
got in touch with Emil Koehrmann, a member of House Hagenbeck for many
years, and had a talk with him about the experiences of the animal keepers
in the zoo during the attacks.

The theme ''Catastrophe in the Zoo" has been treated by sensational

] novels and films many times, even in peacetime, and to be realistic in

such treatment, information was requested from Hagenbeck people in the past.
They had the firsthand experience; they ought to know,

——

These animal experts never did go along with the idea of a breakout
of ferocious wild animals spreading terror in the streets and attacking
human victims. The truth will look differently, they used to say, and the
beasts will be glad to crawl away somewhere.
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Did the events of the July night, when fire and high explosive bombs
rained down on the zoo, confirm this opinion? Yes! A panic among the
animals did not take place. And if you believe that voices from the jun-
gle and the steppes filled the air, you are also very much mistaken. A
severe shock reaction scemed to paralyze the inmates of the zoo and change
them completely. A wild horse, usually very hard to keep in check, would
not move from the side of a tame horse that had wandered into the zoo!

And a buffalo, usually a dangerous fellow, suddenly became very meek.

The careful civil defense preparations made in the zoo a long time
ago and constantly kept up to date by dry runs and practice exercises
proved very effective. Everything that could be done to save buildings
and animals was done. The men fought valiantly, but it was beyond their
capacity to avoid all losses.

They fought fires and rescued animals. They advanced against the
blaze in groups and at first did not realize the full extent of the catas-
trophe that befell their domain. The homes of some of the wardens burned
down while they were working in the park.

Regular visitors to the Hagenbeck Zoo frequently have special favor-
ites among the animals there, who recognize their voices and whom they
always visit first. They will note with sorrow the loss that this July
night has wrought among the animals, especially the predators. The fire
raining down from the heavens knew no mercy for the dumb animals. (The
emergency killing squads had comparatively little work to do).

There were examples of death-defying devotion of the wardens for the
animals in their care. For instance, the man who used a pause in the fire-
fighting activities at a more important spot to free the longhorns caught
in the debris of a collapsed cage. The hippopotamus did not want to lcave
his damp bed at first, but later «n was most happy in the waters of the
Japanese pond (saved as a water reservoir for fire fighting).

The number of escapees was small and, not without pride, the Hagen-
beck people point out that all of them were eventually caught. All of
them, even the eagle, which could have escaped through a hole in the aviary;
even two young wolves, which during their excursion into the neighborhood
probably dcalt death to a few chickens along the way, but which a while
later returned to the zoo on their own and could be shot there.

Of course, these were animals no longer used to freedom, and they
simply came back to their feeding places, but does this behavior not also
speak a little bit for the fact that Hagenbeck has crecated a real paradise
for the beasts?




what made this place of research, education, and entertainment, well
known all over the world and an example for numerous zoos in foreign coun-
tries, an attractive target for the enemy? This is a question for which
the British-Americans will owe us an answer .
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From Hamburger Anzeiger No. 185, September 2, 1943

TAKE IDENTIFICATION PAPERS WITH YOU!

The effects of the massive attacks on Hamburg showed us how impor-
tant it is that every citizen have some identification documents with him
at all times. Especially in the cases of the seriously wounded, who were
unable to give information about themselves, great difficulties arose when
identifying papers were not available. Their families lived through hours
and days of great anxiety because they could not be notified.

Every citizen, therefore, should have some sort of identification on
his person, if only a slip of paper in a bag around his neck, which should
contain the following information: first and last name, profession, date
of birth, and place of birth. In case of children, first and last name of
father, and maiden name of mother, as well as street address of parents.

An alternate address is also very important (names and addresses of
one or more relatives or friends). Such a slip, carried in a bag arcund
the neck, might be destroyed if the citizen should lose his life during a
subsequent air attack; on the other hand, it might come in handy a thou-
sand times. If little children separated from their parents but rescued
during the attack and taken to a safe place had carried such a slip of
paper on their persons, it would have been so much easier to return them
to their parents, and much trouble, sorrow, and anxiety might have been
spared their families.

From Hamburger Fremdenblatt No. 222, of September 8, 1943

HAVE FIRE-FIGHTING EQUIPMENT READY

The civil defense portable fire extinguishers have proved most valu-
able. Their number, therefore, is to be increased from three to four in
larger apartment buildings. The Federal Civil Defense Organization will
assist in this effort.
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Also, tearing hooks have proved very valuable. Water and sand sup-
plies for fire fighting in the houses must be increased. The civil defense
tools themselves must be kept in the air-raid shelter or, in houses with-
out basements, on the ground fluor. Gas masks must be worn when fighting
fires.

From Hamburger Anzeiger No. 191, August 9, 1943

WINDOW CURTAINS INCREASE FIRE DANGER

Hints for Fire Prevention During Air Attacks

Window curtains and drapes increase the fire danger. If it is not
possible to remove the curtains in especially vulnerable apartments al-
together, 4t least the curtains should be opened during an attack and tied
back on the side of the window, so that they cannot be reached by flames
immediately.

As soon as fire has broken out in the immediate vicinity, it is advis-
able to take down the drapes and curtains. Furthermore, during an alarm,
if all the lights have been extinguished in the apartment, the blackout
curtains should be pulled up and the window should be left closed, so that
fire from the outside cannot get into the rooms. The apartment front door
and the doors of the rooms should be opened wide in crder to have a con-
stant view over the whole apartment in case of fire. The sand bags belong
always on the righthand side of the doors, so that they can be grabbed by
cveryone, cven in darkness. During an attack, constant patroling trips
through the whole house from the attic to the basement must be made. All
persons in the air-raid shelter, if they are able bodied, must be avail-
able to begin fighting fires when requested to do so.
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From lamburger Tagevblatt No. 223, September 10, 1943

WHY JUST THE CORNER HOUSES . . .?

The People of Hamburg Noticed Something--But it was Interpreted Incorrectly.

"This must have been a high explosive bomb. " This sentence was
dropped very casually in a questioning tone in the middle of street traf-
fic in view of a heap of debris which was once a corner house.

At the next street corner, the same picture and the same voice, bhut
this tirme already in the definite tones of expert opinion: 'Here is an-
other high explosive bomb hit."

During the next fcw hundred meters, one talked about trivialities.
Then another street corner, and again the well-known voice with another
opinion: "Again a high explosive bomb, here on the corner. And what a
bomb.! This is the third corner house along our way that was hit by a high
explosive bomb. Funny that they always hit corner houses. Anna, did you
notice this too?"

The zbove is a classic example of the way misinformation is created.
Because, in reality, not one of these three damage site. was hit by a high
explosive bomb. These were fire ruins that were dynamited afterward be-
cause of their great danger of collapsing. But why were they all corner
houses? Well, corner houses are especially prone to collapse under certain
conditions, and when in addition, they threaten busy traffic intersections,
they are put at the top of the list of our demolition squads. 1f you do
not know the circumstances, however, you might easily be misled.
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