Koo ot by e
CLEARINGHOUGSE

tor tedera’ Scent

Infor™at = Spring




>







Chngter 1§

Case studies during the term
of the project

(Cases 11 - 45)

427

b

R s s



B o e~ —

Case 11

South Central
Winter 1966
Investigator: Roach

Abstract:

Four members of the crew of a DC-8 aircraft
on a night flight from Lima, Peru to Mexico, D.F. reported
sighting two bright lights which appeared to incrcase their angular
separation with time. At the greatest angular separation the lights
appeared to onc of the observers to be connected by a body which had
a suggestion of windows. Protuberances from the main ''hodv' were
reported. The object appeared to fly "in formation" with the air-
craft for about two minutes and then was lost to view behind the
wing of the aircraft.

It is suggestead that the sighting may have been the result of

the recentry of fragments ot the Agena from fiemini II.

Background:

During a regular flight of a DC-8 commercial airliner from Lima
to 'lexico City four crew members reported an interesting sighting
to the left of the aircraft. llere is the description given by
the captain.

Two verv bright lights, one of which was
pulsating; from the two lights were two thin heams
of light (likc aircraft landing lights) wvhich moved
from a V initially to an inverted V finallv. At
one point the object seemed to cmit a shower of
sparks (similar to a firework). There appeared
to be a solid shape hetween the two white lights,
which was thicker in the middle and tapered out-

wards. There was also a strip of light between
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the white lights (not very bright and ycllowish

in color).

Much like cabin lights of an aircraft.

The chronology and circumstances of events are given below:
Time: Winter 1966; 0803 GCT; 0238 local time.

Position of aircraft:

Latitude 6°S; Longitude 81°42'W,

Moon: Almost full moon, high in the sky behind the

aircraft.

lleading of aircraft:

(36°W of N).

318° magnetic, 324° geographic

Table 1

Time (relative)

Description

0 min, First sighting. ‘I'wo lights, 70° left,
sbout 10° above the horizon. Esti-
mated separation of the lights about
l)o

4 min, Lights now about 90° to the left, bright-
er than the full moon, separation of
the lights estimated at about 9° or
10°. A suggestion of 'windows"
between the lights. Shower of sparks
from more northerly light.

5 min, "Pacing" the aircraft

6 min, "Pacing' the aircraft

7 min. Object lost to view bchind the left
wing.
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Suggested explanation of the sighting:

The apparent '"pacing' of the aircraft by the object for an
estimated two minutes is a puzzling feature of the sighting. Also
the captain's sketch is suggestive of some kind of a craft. These
add up to the intriguing possibility of an intelligently guided
craft which, in the words of the aircraft's captain, "is a craft
with speed and mancuverability unknown to us."

In a Jiscussion with the captain, who has had some 26 yr. of

flying experience, | ashed his opinion of the following possibilities:

Table 2
LExplanation Evaluation by Captain
Aircraft Definitely no
Meteor No
Reentry of satellite Possible

The Agena from Gemini I1 (see Plate 20) had been
predictad to reenter at 0730 GCT at latitude 21 N, and longitude
154 E (\E of the Philippine I.). This is some 33 min. earlier than
the sighting and about 1/3 of the earth's circumference away.
NORAD has made a calculation of a reentry of & fragment or fragments
from the Agena which would have a much smaller drag ccefficient
than the \gena proper. The final computer predictions to represcnt
an extended reentry of a low drag frogment in the vicinity of the
aircraft are shown in Table 3. It is noteworthy that during the
last two minutes from 08h 04m 30s to 08h Oom 21s the object is
dropping almost vertically from 26 km. to 10 km. The aircraft was
presumably flving at about the latter height.

The closest approach of the Agena and the aircraft is about

250 statute mi. The rapid deceleration of the reentering fragment
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at the end of its journey is consistent with the impression of
the crew that the object was pacing the aircraft since it could
have appcared close to 90’ on the left side of the aircraft for

some minutes during its final descent into the atmosphere.

The

time of the sighting was given by the report of the crew as 0803
GCT. It is not known whether this timc was near the early or the
Also therc is some uncertainty as to the

late part of the event.

exact geographical location of the aircraft during the sighting.

With these uncertainties it seems that the proposed explanation

of the sighting as Jue to the reentry of the Agena from Gemini Il
is reasonable (but not proven) so far as the relative paths of the

aircraft and the predicted reentry are concerned.

Table 3
NORAD Computer Predictions for Extended

Reentry of Low Drag Fragment of Agena

Date Hr. | Min. Sec. S. Lat.| E. Long. Ht. (km.)
30 Dec. 1966 08 00 30 4° 498 268°.218 81
01 30 6 .390 271 .476 74
03 30 9 .264 276 .572 43
04 30 9 ,558 277 .106 26
05 30 9 .577 277 .142 15
06 21 9 .577 277 .142 10
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Case 12
North Eastern
Winter 1907

Investigators: Fred Hooven and David Moyer of Ford Motor Company

Abstract:

Witness reported that, while she was driving alone at night, a
luminous object hovered over her car for several miles, then moved
rapidly into the distance, and that several mechanical and electrical
functions of her car were found to be impaired afterward. Examination
of the car two months later disclosed no taults that were not attribut-
able to ordinary causes, nor ary significant magnetic or radioactive

anomaly in or on the car body,

lhe witness reported this and an carlicer sighting to a sheriff
who referred her to someone at a local university. The latter, in
turn, reported the case to the Colorado project staff. Because the
report indicated that the case would afford a good opportunity to
test the possibility of clectromagnetic cffects on an automobile by
an UFO, Hooven and Mover were asked to carry out a detailed in-

vestigation,

Investigaiion:

In the spring ot 1967 Moyer recorded an interview with the
witness and Jdrove her car back to Dearborn, where Ford engineers and
laboratory statt under Hooven's direction examined it in detail.

lhe witness, a professional secretary, reported that, while
driving on a ruralt road near her home about 2 a.m. one morning in
the winter of 1967, she tirst noticed that the scene in front of
her was brightly illuminated. Thinking at first that her head-

lamps were on high beam, she operated her foot switch but this



made no difference, although the indicator light was respondin,

She then turncd the headlamps out, but the illumination was undinirished.
She then observed that its source was a luminous body over her c¢.v,
which she perceived in the rear-view mirror and from the side winduws.
The object remained directly over her car for ten or fifteen minute:

as she drove along the road rather slowly. The car would not accele:ate,
She depressed the accelerator all the way. Though the car went stra.ght,
she felt that she was not steering it, rather it -- or her mind -- was
being steercd from the mysteriocus object. She opened one window and
could hear no sound. At the top of a rise the object drew away and "made
a big chech mark in the sky." It disappeared rapidly into the distance,
growing redder as it did so. As it moved away, it resembled an inverted
mushroom having a short stem on top and a uniform yellowish glow and

two bright white lights and several smaller ones underneath.

The witness reported four instrument malfunctions after the
incident that she had not noticed before: (1) the radio was weak and
full of static; (2) the speedometer read low; (3) the battery did
not charge properly and the ammeter did not read as usual; (4) the
oil gauge was stuck at the maximum reading.

After his interview with the witness, Moyer drove her car, a
1964 Comet, to Detroit, where Ford engineers and research staff in-
vestigated its conditon in detail. With respect to the malfunctions
reported by the witness, they found that: (1) The radio antenna had
been broken off the car, so that only local stations could be heard
through the background noise. (2) The fan belt, which operated the
generator, was so loose that the generator was not delivering normal
charging power to the battery. (3) In the speedometer, a die casting
that provided aligiment for the bearings had been broken, repaired,
and apparently had broken again, causing bearing friction that caused
the speedometer to read low. This condition was aggravated by sticky
lubricant from the spcedometer cable that had worked up. (4) The
transmitter element of the oil gauge was malfunctioning because of

electrical leakage due to corrosion.
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All of the reported malfunctions were tound to result from con-
ditions that are commonplacc in cars of the age and mileage of the
witness' Comet.

The metal-forming operations in the manufacture of a car body
produce a characteristic magnetization pattern for each model, which
persists for vears with little change unless the metal is reworked
or subjected to a may-etiv field substantially stronger than that of
the earth. An examnacion of the magnetic "signature' of the witness'
car hodv revealed no signiticant difference from that of three out of
four other randomly sclected similar cars of the same age. It was
therefore concluded that no significant magnetic field had acted on
the witness' car.

A Geiger beta-gamma survey counter showed no sigrnificant radio-
activity from the car body. Scrapings of accumulated dirt and debris
from hood and deck lid flanges, drip rail, etc., showed a low level
radioactive contaminations, the strongest being about 5 gammas per sec.
at 120 keV', A similar survey of material from another 1964 Comet
showed a similar level of contamination, though with a different
spectral Jistribution. The radioactivity found is not unusual;
however, an accurate evaluation of its significance was impossible in
the absence of detailed knowledge of the environmental history of the

car.

Comments:

This case is especially interesting because of the specific and
detailed information given by the witness, and the "strangeness' of
the encounter. Her recorded testimony indicates a competent, practical
personality, trained and accustomed to keeping her presence of mind in
unexpected situations. By her account, her first intimation of some-
thing strange was the abnormally bright headlight field. Her practical
response was to try the high-low beam switch, and she distinguished
between the dash-signal indication and the lack of change in the

illumination. Later she lowered the window to listen for any unusual
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sound. Most interesting is her comment that, after she realized some-
thing strange was above the car, she remembcred stories of alleged mental
influence by such apparitions and kept talking to herself to keep her
mind actively busy. 'l was not about to give it an opening." In short
her testimony presents the picture of a woman alone on a deserted road
confronted by a strange phenomenon, scared but coping intelligently

with the situation.

However, her account is not free of discrepancies. She remembered
bright moonlight, but the moon was at last quarter on 3 January, and
would not have been very high even on that date. Her description of
what she saw of the UFO through the rear-view mirror is open to question.
The Ford investigators noted that the internal mirror allows a field
of only 3° above the horizontal. The UFO would have had to be about
20 times as wide as its elevation above the car to be seen in the mirror
at all. She also reported several earlier UFO sightings by herself and
friends and family in the vicinity of her home. These repourts suggest
the possibility of a preoccupation with the subject. However, she
apparently was not seeking publicity. She mentioned the incident early
in March to a local deputy sheriff, who reported it to a person at
a local university. All of the malfunctions of the car that the
witness stated had manifested themselves after the UFO experience were
found to be the results of gradual wear and deterioration except the
broken radio antenna, which was inconclusive. The case remains

interesting but unexplained.
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Case 13

North Lastern

Winter 1967

Investigators: Ayer, Wadsworth

Abstract:

Two women, joined later by a third, reported three appearances
of a disc-shaped object with lights while they were driving in early
darkness. Because of clapsed time and other factors, no evaluation

was practicable.

Investigation:

Interviews with the three women in autumn 1967 developed the
following account:

A woman (witness A), and her niece about 16 yr. old (witness B),
were driving north toward town at about 5:45 p.m. They had just
passed the lake and were about 0.5 mi. south of town, when they saw
a "classical" disc-shaped object moving toward them from the general
direction of the mountain on their right. The disc had several round
lights or "portholes" on its equator, and bright beams pointed in all
directions. It stopped and hovered about 200 yd. from the road at
such an altitude that it appeared to be below the crest of the
mountain. (Since the top of the mountain was 400 ft. higher than
the road and 2,400 vd. away, the object would have been 33 ft. off
the ground if it had been seen in line with the mountain top.)

The women stopped and observed this phenomenon for five minutes,
until the lights went out and the craft vanished. They stayed in the
car during this time, with the engine running and the lights on.

They then drove on to town to pick up a woman friend (witness
C). Just before arriving in town they looked back and saw the
same or another object overtaking them from the direction of the lake.
This second object looked and behaved like the first, hovering over
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the ground, remaining for about the same time, and finally vanishing
when its lights went out. This time the women got out of the car, but
left the Jights on and the motor running.

The women continued their drive, picked up their friend, and
returned to a point just east of the town to see if the object(s) had
reappeared. Seeing nothing, they drove around to the east of the
mountain and continued south. About a mile south of the mountain,
they saw another object similar in shape to the first two, but
having dim red, square windows, hovering near the road on their right
at the same altitude as before. The three women got out of the car
and turned off the motor and lights, and watched the object until] the

lights went out and it disappeared.

Comments :

This case is stronger than most eyewitness accounts, because two
original witnesses were corroborated by a third although the third is
not independent. Unfortunately, the incidents occurred eight months
before the interviews, thus affording opportunity for significant
distortions of memories. BRecause of the time lapse, a search for
other witnesses or other contributing evidence did not appear practi-
cable. The case therefore must be regarded as unexplained for lack
of knowledge of the context in which it occurred.

Muring the interview, the niece made a remark that seemed especially
relevant to the numerous sighting reports in that region. When asked
whether she had seen anvthing like the disc before, she said she had not,
"But we frequently see moving lights.' Questions about altitude and
azimuth, characteristics of the lights and frequency of appearances,
brought out that lights had been seen several times a week, mostly
toward the northwest (15 to 20 mi. away), at a low altitude just
above the tree line. The lights were white points and moved rather

rapidly in a random manner.
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Case 14
South Central
Winter Y%7

Investigators: Low, Powers, Wadsworth, Crow

Abstract:
Six UFO reports in the area of two South Central cities were

investigated in the winter of 1967. Of the six, three were promptly
identified, two as astronomical objects and one as a chemical-
release rocket shot. ‘the other threc remain unidentified as follows:
(1Y The city police chief and scveral officers reported
sighting an extended object of spherical shape one morning,
winter, 1967. It was of whitish or metallic color and showed
no surface features as it drifted slowly near the outskirts
of the city, The officers watched it for about 1.5 hours
before it drifted out of sight.
(2) Several town policemen reported a red-and-green light
moving irregularly in the western sky in the morning in winter,
1967. The planet Jupiter wis low in the western sky also,
but according to the witnesses the object displayed movement
which would rule out identification as an astronomical object,
They also stated that a bright '"star" was visible near the
object.
(3) Three teenage boys in the city reported to the police
that they had just seen a large elongated UFO at the edge of
town. Their description closely matched that of a recently
publicized set of pictures that have since come under suspicion
as a probable hoax. Credibility of these witnesses was con-

sidered marginal.

Bachground and Investigation:

First Sighting
One morning in the winter of 1967 about 1.5 hours before dawn,

the city police received a call from the town police reporting that
an unidentified object was headed southeast toward the city.' A
police lieutenant drove to a location approximately four miles north
of the city, and within a few minutes saw what he described as a
huge silvery object moving slowly in his direction. The object was

low on the horizon at an estimated elevation of 1,000 ft.
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Several minutes after thc object first hecame visible, it
turned in a southwesterly direction, heading toward 4 ncarby
town. At this point, additional officers were called as wit-
nesses. They met at a point just west of the city, about four miles from
the town. The object was visible to all until it drifted out of
sight just before dawn,

There is no reason to doubt the credibility of the sighting; how-
ever, the question of what was seen remains unresolved. One bit of }
corroborating evidence was brought to light during the investigation,

.

A periodic glow or reflection from the object was described by the
Joplin lieutenant. He stated that the glow had a regular five-second
period. One-half mile from the witnesses' first location was the
local airport. The half-rotation period of the airport's two-way
beacon is five seconds, and thus consistent with the periodic glow
seen coming from the object. If the object was both low and nearby,
it might have been illuminated by the beacon.

The possibility of conventional explanation as a balloon was ruled
out when a weather check indicated that lower winds were from south
to southwest.

Second Sighting.

At approximately 5:00 a.m., the following morning, a sergeant of

the police department observed an unidentified object in the western

sky. He described the object as a bright light one-fourth the diameter
of the full moon, showing no distinct outline, and colored red on the
left and greenish-blue on the right. The object first attracted atten-
tion because of its apparent motion, which was irregular, involving
stopping and changing direction. After a period of observation dur-
ing which time several other officers were present, the object suddenly
dropped as though it were going to "crash"”, but stopped a short dis-
tance above the horizon. By comparing the remembered elevation of

the object to a pencil held vertically at arms length, it was estim-
ated that the object when first observed, was 12 degrees above the hor-
izon, and then dropped 9 or 10 degrees before stopping.

The sergeant was questioned about Jupiter, which was low in the
west at the time. He said that a bright 'star'" was also visible, but
that the motion of the object was too pronounced for it to have been
a star or planet. He also emphasized that all of the witnesses observed
the motion simultaneously, and that the object moved relative to
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the fixed bachground of stars. The object was still visible when
the witnesses left the scene.

On the basis of witness testimony, it seems unlikely that the
object spotted was Jupiter; however, evidence was insufficient to
establish this.

Third Sighting

A sherift and a police chief reported seeing a bright bluish
cloud-like display for over an hour just before dawn on a winter
morning, 1967. As daylight approached the object disappeared.

This "object' was later identified as an active chemical
rocket launched from Eglin AFB, Florida, at 5:40 a.m. CST. It rose
to an altitude of approximately 100 mi,. where it released for
scientitic purposes a cloud of barium particles that glowed brilliantly
bluish through chemical reaction with the surrounding atmosphere.

It has been determined that this display would have becn clearly
visible from the area where the sighting took place.

Fourth Sighting

Three teenage boys reported having seen a large UFO at the
edge of town about 11:30 p.m., one evening, winter 1967. They
described structural details, fins, and lights. After first seeing
the object directly in front of their car, they followed it as it
drifted over a wooded area into which there was a narrow access road.
fhere theyv got out of their car, but became frightened when the
object appeared to move in their direction, whereupon they returned
to their car and left to report the incident. The boys' description
and a4 shetch drawnby one of them closely matched recently publi-
cized photographs, one of which had appeared in a local newspaper
a few davs betfore the sighting. Nevertheless, during interviews,
the boys showed no evidence of falsification and scemed to have been
genuinely frightened by the experience. No corroborating evidence
was found to support this report.

Fifth Sighting

At 12:30 a.m., one morning, winter 1967, a report came into the

city police station from the state patrol. The report stated
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that a UFO was at that moment under obscrvation, that it was being
photographed, und that it had caused an obscrver's car to stall. low
inmediately investigated this report and identified the object as
Jupiter. [lThe stalled car was still at the scene with apparently a low
battery. The observer who had photographed the object said it had
moved Markedly before coming to rest at its present position. Thus,
the possibility exists that initially he was watching something other
than Jupiter; but there was no doubt of the identity of the object that
he photographed.

Sixth S{shting

At approximately 1:30 a.m., one morning, winter 1967, the city
police dispatcher reported an object low in the East. This was promptly
identified as Arcturus, which was scintillating markedly.

Weather Conditions:

The following are pertinent excerpts from the meteorological
report for the area on the dcy of the first sighting as prepared
by Loren W. Crow:

The semi-stationary weak cold front lay in a north--northeast-
south-southwest orientation approximately forty miles northwest
of [the city]. Behind this front cloudiness was generally
overcast at 10,000 feet or more above the ground. To the east
of the front, the sky was generally clear with some patches of
scattered clouds. Visibility was 15 miles or greater, and the
flow of the air was from the south-southwest at the surface in
the vicinity of [the city] . . . (at higher elevations).

CLOUDS: It is of some interest to note that the clear con-
dition being observed at [three local stations] at 5:00 a.m.
changed to reports of at least two cloud layers by 7:00 a.m.
at all three stations. Part of this woulu have been due to
increasing amounts of light for the trained observers to be
able to identify cloudiness which could not have becen seen
during the darker hours of the night

Although the type of clouds being reported at 10,000 fect
over [the city] were not identified, the type of cloud in this
height range was identified as alto-cumulus over [nearby

cities]. It is the Author's opinion that this type of

2=n g—— il o
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cloud would have been ultocumulus caatellatue, which tends to
have rounded edges. ‘The initial formation of such clouds would
constitute small individual cloud cells. Each may have shown
for a matter of a few minutes then may have been replaced by
another cloud cell nearby which may have been similar in shape.
This could have indicated movement from the position of the
first cloud parcel (which now would have disappeared) to the

position of the newer cloud. A&t the same time, the individual

clouds would be moving with the wind, which was from a westerly
direction at those elevations.

[t is fairly certain that cloudiness began to appear in
this area sometime betwcen 4:00 and 6:00 a.m. There may have
been a few isolated cloud parcels visible with the limited

moonlight available at 5:00 a.m....

Conclusion
Of the six sightings investigated, three objects were identified.

In only one case of an unidentified object was the evidence strong for

: both its reality and its strangeness. That was the first, which in-
volved a slowly drifting sphere, metallic in color. We have little
oasis for speculation about what the object was, since the sighting
occurred in pre-dawn darkness and no surface details or structural fea-
tures were seen. In the other two unknown cases the evidence is less
substantial, one case having low credibility and other marginal strange-

ness.
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Case 15
South Mountain
Winter 1967

Investigator: Wadsworth

Background

A private observer had reported by telephone that for several months
he had repeatedly seen in the west at evening a green light as large as
a two-story building. Sometimes it appeared round, sometimes oblong.
He reported that the object had been iunding five to 20 miles west of
his house several times per week, in the period about 4:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Observing through binoculars, he had seen two rows of windows on a
dome-shaped object that scemed to have jets firing from the bottom and

that lit up a very large surrounding area.

Investigation
The investigator visited the site on a winter evening, 1967, arriving

at the observer's home about 6:30 p.m. The observer pointed out as the
object of his concern a bright planet 10-15 degrees above the western
horizon. Wadsworth suggested that the object appeared to be a star
or planet. (Both Venus and Saturn were visible about 1.3 degrees apart,
Venus being the brighter.) The observer agreed, saying that, had he
not seen it on other occasions when it appeared much nearer and larger,
he would have the same opinion. Also, he held to his description of
the surface features that he claimed to have seen through the binoculars.
His wife concurred with this statement, supporting his allusion to win-
dows. It was suggested that some object other than a planet might have
been involved, but no other bright light was visible in that area of
the sky.

The phenomena of scintillation and color change characteristic of
light sources low on the horizon were described to the observer, and he

seemed to accept the possibility that what he had seen was only a planet



seen under conditions unusual in his experience. Thus what he had
observed, even with the binoculars, apparently had not been suffi-
ciently clear to be conclusive to him. The possibility of a second
object seems very unlikely, although at times he may have observed
stars or planets other than the one he noted at this time. This
possibility would account for the long period during which the

sightings had occurred.

Conclusion

The reported "landings' apparently were the nightly settings of
the planet. The glow around the '"landed" object probably was the
bright moonlit snowscape seen through the binoculars. 'The motion was
described as always the same, a very gradual descent to the western
horizon, where the object would "land" and shortly thereafter cut off
its lights, It is believed that the alleged size, brightness, and
surface features were lurgely imagined.

The observer seemed quite sincere and curious; however, his des-

cription of the phenomena could not be considered scientifically reliable.

He demonstrated an inadequate grasp of basic scientific information,
and seemed unable to distinguish between objective observations and

subjective impressions.
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Case 16
South Mountain
Winter 1967

Investigators: Van Arsdale, Hynek

Abstract:

Davlight visual sightings of ''silvery specks'" overhead were
reported, but pilots of aircraft sent to investigate saw nothing.
Two radars concurrently detected several intermittent stationary
targets in the reported area, and then a single target that moved
slowly several minutes. Then it disappcared on one radar, and on
the other described an approximately circular course at high speed.
The visual sighting, and a later one, are impossible to evaluate.
The radar targets are attributed to propagation anomalies, a bal-

loon, and malfunction of one radar.

Background:

Reports of reliably witnessed visual and radar sightings in
the vicinity of an Air Force base reached the project, leading to the

decision to send an investigator there. It was arranged that Dr.
Hynek, who was to be at the base on other business, should participate

in the investigation.

Invest@ggtion:

The investigators examined the radar plots and talked with
the base UFO officer, the Public Information Officer, and the
radar operators who had reported the unidentified targets. From
these inquiries, the following account devecloped.

At 10:25 a.m. a young man telephoned the base UFO officer to
report that he was seeing '"silvery specks' passing overhead.
During about 30 min., he had seen two or three groups of 30 to 40
such objects moving southwest. He was at a point (Point "1,'" Fig. 1 )
in the mountains NE of the base.
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The UFO officer finished his conversation with the witness at
10:50. He then had two aircraft sent to the reported location; but
they reported nothing unusual .

He also asked range surveillance radar to seek the objects.
(Being inexperienced in such investigations, he told the operators
where to look, instead of simply asking them whether they had any
unidentified targets). Only two surveillance radars were operating,
one at Mission Control on the base and the other 35 mi. south.

About 10:55 both radars plotted four objects about five miles
south of the visual sighting, and a little later three other objects
("2 and "3" Fig. 1 ). All of these objects were intermittent,
appearing sometimes on onc sweep of the radar screen and not on the
next, so that the radar tracking equipment could not '"lock on' them;
but they appeared to be stationary.

Then at 11:08 both radars plotted a slow-moving object at 25,000
ft. altitude, and tracked it ten minutes while it moved three or four
miles eastward ('4" and "5" Fig. 1 ). At this point, at 11:18 a.m.,
it disappeared from the south radar screen, while the radar at Mission
Control showed it moving southward at Mach 1.2. It continued approx-
imately on a circular course centered on Mission Control radar, while
both radars scanned clockwise. At 11:21.5 both radars showed two
stationary objects ("6'" Fig. 1 ) that also flickered intermittently.
Mission Control radar continued to follow the fast-moving target on
its circular course until it abruptly climbed to 80,000 ft. ("7"

Fig. 1 ), and followed it on around to the north until it appeared
to go out of range at 100,000 ft. altitude, at 11:31,

During the tracking of the circular course, the operator stated
that he thought the radar was not functioning properly. The UFO
officer accordingly was advised that he should not consider the plotted
tracks "firm and accurate.'" FAA radar did not confirm the circular
track, and range-data radars were not operating. The following day,
the radar supervisor reported that evaluation of the Mission Control
radar record indicated that the instrument had plotted a noise track.

Also, there exist unexplained discrepancies
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of 5 to 15 mi. between the ranges of the various unidentified
targets displayed on photographs of the radar plotting boards,
compared with the written report issued by Mission Control the
next day. Positions indicated on Fig. 1 are taken from the
plots.

An electronics technician reported that at 11:20, while he
was at location "8'" (Fig. 1), he saw a saucer-shaped object
moving rapidly away from him; it disappeared behind a nearbyv peak.
His line of sight to the peak was approximately toward the
point on the circular track traced at 11:20 by Mission Control

radar.

Comment :

With the limited information available, the two visual sighting
reports are impossible to evaluate. The 'silvery specks' could
have been plant seeds of the type that float like parachutes, but
such a suggestion is speculative.

The radar observations offer a more substantial basis for
analysis, since they involved two trained operators and instru-
ment records (See also Section III Chapter 5). However, the UFO
officer remarked that the men on duty during the sightings were
second-line operators having little experience with "track' (sur-
veillance) radar. As noted earlier, they were told to look for
unidentified objects at a specified location and had perhaps in
consequence found them there ("2" on Fig. 1 ). 1t appears probable
that these intermittent, stationary targets were mirage-like
glimpses of peaks or other high points that were just below the
radar line of sight, and were brought into view sporadically by
fluctuations in the atmospheric path. There is the strong impli-
cation that the operators noticed these '"objects' at location "2"
because they were directed to look for something there, and that
they could have found similar targets at other points on the
mountain landscape. In fact, they did just that, at locations

"3" and "6'" (Fig. 1 ). These observations appear to be similar
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to some reported in other cases (c.g., Case 35) in which operators
of highly specialized radar equipment have failed to notice cx-
traneous objects on their screens because they were intent on the
targets that they had been assigned to track. They become aware
of such commonplace objects only when a "UFO flap" has diverted
them from routine procedure and encouraged them to look for
anomalies. It should be noted that such a habit of ignoring ir-
relevant information in the perceptual field unless attention

is directed to it is common in other instrument observations, and
indeed in ordinary experience. It has accounted for many visual
UFO reports,

The slow-moving radar object ("4" and '"S5" on Fig.1 ) was
entirely compatible with a weather or research balloon drifting
with the prevailing westerly winds.

The evidence indicates that the circular track plotted on
Mission Control radar, but not on the south screen, was
an instrumental anomaly. The operator at Mission Control judged
that the instrument was malfunctioning, and the subsequent
evaluation by the civilian radar supervisory staff attributed the
circular trace to a '"noise track." Why the slowly-drifting
object should have disappeared from both radars at nearly the
same time is not clear. However, if it is assumed that the cir-
cular track represented a real object, then it is much more
difficult to explain why the south screen never picked it up,
even though it passed within seven miles of that station when
the radar was working as attested by its plotting the targets
at location "6."

It is important to note that none of the radar targets ex-
hibited motions agreeing even approximately with those reported
in the two visual sightings. The '"silvery specks'" were moving
southwest, The saucer-like object of the second sighting was
moving "away from" the observer and disappeared behind the
peak, which was ENE of him, while the radar '"object" was moving
south. Also, inspection of the contours of the region indicates
that the radar '"object" plotted at 25,000 ft. altitude would have
been obscured by mountain ridges from the observer at location "6"
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throughout at least 25° of azimuth to the north of the peak.

This case is not fully clarified in all details; but the
evidence indicates decisively that it is typical of many in-
stances in which an initial sighting of dubious quality stimulates
unusual attention and induces an expectant emotional state in

which commonplace phenomena assume apparent significance.
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Case 17

South Mountain

Spring 1967
Investigator: Wadsworth

Abstract:

A yvouth reported that a large, glowing object approached his
car and accompanied it more than twenty miles. lle described apparent
electromagnetic effects on his automobile. Investigation revealed
neither a natural explanation to account for the sighting, nor suf-
ficient evidence to sustain an unconventional hypothesis.

Other reported sightings in the area were investigated without

conclusive results.

Background:
The Primary Sighting
On a night in the spring of 1967 an 18 ycar-old high school boy

(Witness I) was returning from a first-aid class in town to his
parents' home, a general store. He reported that shortly after
11:00 p.m., when he was three miles west of the town, he noticed an
object high in the sky directly ahead of him. He compared its
apparent size and brightness to an ordinary incandescent light bulb
seen at about twenty feet, or a slow-moving ball of fire. As he
continued, the object descended at an angle toward his left, closed
on his automobile, and accompanied it at a distance and elevation
he estimated at one hundrecd feet each. He estimated the dimensions
of the object as approximately 30 by 100 feet. 1t was shaped like
an inverted bowl, flat on the bottom and arched on top. No surface
features were visible, only an overall glow that was blue at the
top and blended gradually through cream color and orange to bright

red at the bottom. At times he noticed a
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white vapor associated with the object. The only other feature he
noted was a periodic on-off manifestation of the glow.

The witness also reported a sensation of intense heat coming from
the object, such that he began perspiring profusely even with the car
windows down. At this same time, the automobile engine began to sputter
and miss, the radio and headlights went out, the ammeter indicated
""discharge," and shortly afterward the temperature light indicated "hot."

To see the road, he used a battery-powered spotlight that was
independent of the car battery. It continued to function normally.

He drove as rapidly as possible (50-60 mph) under the adverse condi-
tions, and was paced the entire twenty-odd miles to his home. As he
approached the family store, the object moved off ahead of him for the
first time and stopped above the storc as if to wait for him. As he
turned in, the object blacked out and vanished into the darkness.

The witness reported that after the incident his car never
recovered. Its condition worsened continually until it was beyond

repair.

Investi;ption:

Wadsworth investigated this and other reports in the area,
Spring 1967. Although no unequivocal corroborating evidence was
uncovered, testimony from a game warden who is regarded as highly
reliable by area residents, provided possible corroboration. lle
reported having seen a round, reddish object in the sky a little
later on the same evening. He was travelling the same stretch of
the road that was involved in the sighting already described. The
object he saw was so distant that its identity with the other is
uncertain.

Witness' automobile was monitored for high-energy radiation.
Smear samples were analyzed for alpha, beta, and gamma radiation.
Alpha and beta were at normal background levels, and gamma was a
trace above; this result may relate to the presence of uranium depo-
sits in the vicinity. The magnetization pattern of the automobile

body was checked against a control auto and found to be normal.
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Th:e auto engine was found to be badly out of tune and in generally
poor running condition. Unfortunately, it was impossible to determine
whether any specific damages resulted from the effects of ordinary
wear and tear. Nevertheless, the witness stated that his car was
in good running condition before the incident.

The route on which the sighting occurred was inspected under
both day and night conditions. No physical evidence was found that
could be related to the sighting; however, terrain and highway features
were consistent with the witness' account.

Additional Sightings.

After the initial report, additional sightings were reported in
the area. Many of these were of marginal quality and insufficiently
detailed to warrant further investigation. In a few cases, followup
attempts were made. Most of the witnesses were Indians, who
were difficult to locate hecause they live in remote places, and
were extremely difficult to interview once found because they speak
little English and are not familiar with such a procedure. It was
thus almost impossible to obtain more than the barest details.

The most useful materials obtained from these witnesses were
their sketches of the objects they reported having seen. These
sketches show a considerable range of variation, suggesting several
types of objects. It should be noted that the Navajo appear to be
unsophisticated as to UFOs. That is, they are less likely than a
member of the general population to know what an UFO is reported to
look like. Also, these reports cannot be assessed in terms of the
same psychosocial dynamics that are appropriate to most UFO reports.

Reported loss of UFO-caused power failures were checked with an
official of the local Power Association. He stated that nothing
out of the ordinary had been reported to him. In one case, an Indian
witness reported loss of power at his cabin when an UFO landed nearby.

Available Details of Additional Sightings.

(1) Evening of the first sighting, 9:00 p.m., Duration 2 min.,

two witnesses,
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Yitness 11 Witness l1T (same object)

(2) Following evening, 9:00 p.m., one witness.

Object appeared to be 100 to 150 yards away. It was a reddish-
white light, the apparent size of a car. There were lighted windows
all around the edge. Firc coming from the bottom of the object left
a trail; however, it left no evidence on the ground. The witness

stopped his car and shut off his lights. When his lights went out, so
did the lights of the object. It did not reappear.

windows around

edge (\

Witness [V

: fire from //? i
‘ bottom
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(3 L da, after orviginal sightiong, 3:00-5:30 a.m., duration

' minuten, one witness, estimated altitude, 150 feet; estimated size,

20 fect long; weather clear.
Object had blue lights the color of a welding torch in a band

around center. It was reddish at the bottom. It moved up and out,

vanishing in the distance.

lights
side view Bottom view

Witness V

(4) 15 da. after original sighting, 11:20 p.m., duration
20 minutes. One witness.
Witness was on duty as hoistman at thc mine at time of sighting.
Object approached the mine, hovered nearby, then departed rap-
idly at an uoward angle. lle reported that the incident so scared him

that he was still shaking when he went home.

Blue
Light blue
_,__._.-Dark blue Witness Vi

Bright light

| Orange and yellow
1
“~— -Dark blue flashing
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(5) 17 da. after original sighting, 9:58 p.m.,

duration 5 minutes, three witnesses including witness VI above.

Witness VI said the object looked very nuch like the one he
had seen two 1ights previously.

=

White Rlue
Kf//

(6) Spring, 1967, night, duration 6 min. ‘Two
witnesses (IX and X).

Witness IX was in his cabin when the lights went out. e put
on his miner's light, went out to investigate and saw an object on
the ground near his cabin. He then went inside to get a rifle. When
he came out again, he saw the object departing into the distance. The

cabin lights came back on after the object had left.

P

== . Snake-like thing came from
bottom

Nitness IX
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The above list is by no means inclusive of thc sightings reported
in the area. For cxample, the mothcr of the witness | reported two
sightings of marginal quality. There were numerous others; but the
investigation began three wecks after the primary sighting, and the

signal-to-noise ratio was poor.

Conclusion

On the basis of available evidence, it is impossible say

whether or not the event reported is real.
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Case 18
South Mountain
Spring 1967

Investigators: Low, Wadsworth

Abstract:
Several reports of lights in the sky traveling slowly and
emitting sparks as they disappeared werc attributed to hot air

balioons set off as a scientific experiment by neighborhood boys.

Background:
One night in the spring of 1967 four hot air balloons were releascd
by several college students. These balloons set off a small wave of
UFO sightings. Accounts of some of the sightings were reported in
local newspapers, and for several days the source of the objects was
unknown except to the students who launched them. Because of the un-
expected publicity, the students decided to come forth and give an
account of the event to this project.
This report is intended primarily to cxamine the degree of cor-
respondence between the reports of the event and the event itself. A
description of the event based on an interview with the students is
presented, followed by report summaries of a number of the sightings. |
It should be noted that the students were not attempting to make
careful observations when they launched the balloons. Their ac-

counts were somewhat general and lacking in details.

Description of Event as reported by Students

Four balloons of the type recently publicized in various news
media and magazines were released. These balloons consisted of
plastic dry-cleaners' suit covers, sealed at the top and held open
at the bottom bv crossed drinking straws attached to the edge of

the opening. Hot air was generated by a cluster of birthday candles
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mounted along the straws where they crossed near the center of the
opening.

The first balloon was launched at 9:15 p.m. ‘There was no ground
wind, and the sky as clear except for scattered patches of thin haze.
This balloon did not travel far from the launching site. It went up l
a fairly short distance and then went out. The object appeared to the
students to be larger than a star. Duration of the event was estima-
ted at five to ten minutes. J

By 10:00 o'clock, three more balloons were ready and were launched

one after another. They appeared to maintain three different altitudes

i

as they rose, and showed some flickering, growing dim and then brighten-

ing up again. The balloons quickly became unrecognizeable as balloons

and showed only as fire-colored lights. The plastic envelopes were

QR

faintly visible as dim shapes. The lights appeared the size of bright
stars or larger.

One of the most obvious features of the event was the triangular
formation that the balloons assumed upon gaining altitude. This triangle
endured for some minutes; then upper level winds apparently began to
take the balloons in different directions. The lower one drifted apart
and went out. Duration of the entire event was estimated at 20 to 25
minutes.

Summaries of Observers' Reports:

1. Time: 9:15 p.m.
Observers: mathematics prof2ssor and wife.
Location: 0,25 mile WSW of launch site.
Description: gold or orange-yellow light, larger thar a star
but smaller than a dime at arm's length, brighter than anything
else in the sky; through binoculars, cbservers could see an
area of '"stronger density'" adjacent to the light source.
Direction and disappearance: object first ceen at an elevation
of 45° in the east; began moving north. receded toward the east
and faded out.

Duration: S minutes
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Time: 9:15 p.m.

Observers:  language professor and public school teacher.

Location: 0.4 mile ENE of launch site.

Description: orange-yellow object larger than a star, smaller than

a plane (which passed by at the time) but larger than the lights

of the plane.

Direction and disappearance: object stopped, light varied and seemed
to fizzle out, sparks dropped and light disappeared.

Duration: 10 minutes

3. Time: 9:15 p.m.
Observers: two students
Location: same as (2) above.
Description: gold-yellow object, little larger than a star, first
thought it was a satellite.
Direction and disappearance: object was first seen slightly souvth
of west and moving slowly eastward toward observers. Object came
nearly overhead, dimmed, brightened, emitted sparks and went out.
Duration: 5 minutes

4. Time: 10:00 p.m.
Observers: two women.
Location: 0.7 mile ENE of launch site.
Description: three lights in triangular formation; two on left
were yellowish, one on right was reddish. Objects were about the
size of a star when first seen, but grew larger as they moved
toward the observers. Other people in the parking lot seemed
not to notice the objects.
Direction and disappearance: Objects were first seen in south-
west at about 45 to 60° elevation. They then seemed to move
north, shifting from the triangle to a vertical line formation
and rising. Observers left while objects were still visible.
The ovjects seemed to have moved back to their original positions
and become smaller.

Duration: 15 minutes
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Time: 10:05 p.m.

Observers: fine arts professor and wife.

Location: 0.7 mile SE of launch site.

Description: three red or pink lights in triangular formation at

45° elevation., Size and speed compared to Echo satellite.

Direction and disappearance: Objects first observed in northwest,
then began to move southeast and shift from triangle to straight

line formation. Movement continued till objects were approximately
overhead and seemed to stop. Then one went south and went out,

one north and went out, and one west and went out.

Duration: 15 minutes

Time: 10:13 p.m.

Observer: chemical research assistant.

Location: 0.5 mile ESE of launch site,

Description: three lights like large stars in the form of a triangle.
One appeared red, the others orange.

Direction and disappearance: objects were overhead and somewhat to
the south when first seen. One moved to the southeast and disappeared
in haze. One stayed overhead, then flickered, moved west, and blinked
out. One arched away to the east and disappeared.

Duration: 5 minutes

Time: 10:00-10:30 p.m.

Observer: man.

Location: 0.4 mile SE of launch site.

Description: three yellow-orange lights in a rough line formation.
Appeared as dull glowing objects with haze around them. Observer
thought they were small and low.

Direction and disappearance: objects were seen first in the north-
west at an elevation of about 35°., Motion was southward, slow and
haphazard. The first one continued to move south. The second

two passed nearby overhead, seemed to move closer together, and
drifted away to the southwest.

Duration: 5-10 minutes
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Time: 10:40 p.m.

Observer: astronomer.

Location: 1.0 mile SW of launch site.

Description: One object visible low in the east, yellow-orange
and glowing continuously except several times when it dimmed.

It was about 2nd or 3rd stellar magnitude, and 10°-15°above eastern
horizon. Through binoculars it remained visible only as a point
of light.

Direction and disappearance: Position when first viewed was

about 10° north of east and 10-15° above horizon. Motion was very
slow and difficult to determine, because of the lack of nearby refe-
rence stars.

Duration: 3-5 minutes

Time: 10-10:15 p.m,

Observer: man.

Location: about 300 vyards SE of launch site.

Description: two bright lights seen through the curtains of ob-
servers' apartment. From outside, they looked like blimps with
fire at one end, and were one-quarter to one-half the apparent
size of full moon. A third similar object appeared shortly after
the first two.

Direction and disappearance: the first two appeared at 30-40°
elevation in the northwest and drifted to an overhead position,
where they separated and diminished with increasing altitude. The
third behaved similarly.

Duration: 10-20 minutes
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Conclusions

A comparison of the event as described by the launchers with

the reports of accidental witnesses reveals obvious similarities i
regarding size, shape, color, and relative positions of the objects. y
Taking into consideration the known inconsistencies inherent in most

eye-witness testimony, the degree of similarity between the reports 3

is noteworthy, especially since times of observations and locations

of observers were not thc same. Certain dissimilarities should be 4
noted. For example, obscrver IX was located very near balloons. How-
ever, he was not able to identify the objects; nor did hec mention the

triangular configuration reported by other witnesses, probably because
: ; the objects seemed more scattered, suggesting separateness rather than
‘ relatedness. It is interesting to note the tendency of observers
to give more detailed accounts of the event thap the launchers them-
selves gave.

The sightings all occurred within approximately one mile of the
launch site. With two exceptions, the balloons were first observed
in the direction of the launch site. The exceptions are sighting
number 6, in which case they are nearly overhead when first seen; and
number 8, when only one object remained visible. In three other cases
the balloons were reported as being overhead or nearly so at some time
during the observations. These three sightings (5,7, and 9) along
with number 6 are all located in the southeast quadrant of the sighting
area, indicating tliat the balloons drifted southeast. It should be
pointed out that the balloons also were moving relative to each other,
and it was this motion that the students and most witnesses referred
to in their accounts. The limited area of sightings is probably
characteristic of cases involving these balloons, and could be considered
along with the slow aimless drifting, the flickering, and the red-orange
color as identifying evidence in future cases.

In summary, we have a number of reports that are highly consistent
with one another, and those differences that do occur are no greater
than would be expected from situational and perceptual differences.
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Many small discrepancies could be pointed out, especially with regard ;
to estimates of distance and direction, but these are not great enough
to affect the overall impression of the event,
It would be expected that a survey of witnesses' speculations
about the nature of the objects would have shown much greater diver-

gence, but this report is confined to observational data.
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Case 19
South Mountain
Spring 1967

Investigator: Wadsworth

Abstract:
A project investigator was at the site of a predicted UFO land-

ing. The landing did not occur.

Background:

This investigation was made in response to a unique sighting
prediction based on alleged telepathic contacts with UFOs. The
prediction came from a man who claims to have psychic abilities.
tie declared that his past predictions had been accurate, and he was
confident that this one would produce positive results, specifically
an UFO landing at a racetrack on a given day at 11:00 a.n.

On the night before leaving for the site, Wadsworth telephoned
the predictor to get any additional information he might have. He
confirmed the exact time and location of the predicted landing and
stated that he had received "a very strong indication'" that the
event would occur. He assured us that we would not be disappointed.
The purpose, he claimed, was '"just to show us' that UFOs are real.

He said that only one '"saucer' would appear.

lnvestiﬂgtion:

Wadsworth was met in the state capital city by two officers of
the highway patrol. Patrol cars and a small aircraft were providud
for the trip to the site,

Weather in the capital was clear; however, a squall front was
moving into the racetrack area. When the party arrived at the race-
track at 10:15 a.m., the weather was still clear. The patrol plane
was circling overhead. Wadsworth decided that the best place to
wait would be the center of the large circular track. (There are
two tracks at the raceway: one is straight and runs NW-SE; and

adjacent to it is a large circular track which, as seen from the air,
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would be a possible target area.) Before landing the plane, the
pilot directed the patrol car to the center of the circle by radio.
The predictor had been very definite about 11:00 as the time for
the event to occur. In his own words, the UFO would appear eractly
at 11:00 a.m.

At 11:00 nothing unusual was noted. The front was still moving

in; rain began at 12:00 noon. At 12:30 p.m. the group left the area.
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Case 20
North Pacific
Spring 1967

Investigators: Craig, Wadsworth

Abstract:
Reports of '"beeping" sounds emanating apparently from invisible

aerial sources were identified with the calls of small owls.

Background:

Spring 1907 this project received word that a state Depart-
ment of Civil Defense had been investigating an unidentified sound
in an area of the state. Wadsworth telephoned the same day to
obtain more complete information about the sound, and to determine
whether it might be connected with UKOs.

The investigation was being conducted by the warning officer
and communications coordinator for the state's Department of Civil
Defense, who gave further information. He described the sound as
a repetitious beeping signal of practically unvarying period and
pitch that had been heard regularly from the same location for a
period of several weeks, continuing for hours at a time without
interruption. The most pu:zzling aspect of the sound was the lack of
any visible source. Witnesses had approached the apparent location,
only to find that the sound seemed to comc from directly overhead.
This location was at the top of a hill in a wooded area to which
access was difficult. However, local interest in the sound was so
high that many individuals had hiked into the area to hear it. The
sound reportedly began at 8:00 p.m. PST each night, and continued
untt] 3:00 or 4:00 a.m.

Other aspects that the Civil Defense official reported were:
The sound had been heard for about three weeks. It had been heard
as far as two miles away trom its apparent source. A similar sound
(believed by some to be from the same source) had been received on

a police patrol car radic at 150 megacycles while the sound was
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being heard by persons in the above-mentioned area; visual UFO
sightings had been reported in the general area of the sound during
the same period. One sighting reported by two police officers and
several FAA men occurred two days before the reported onset of the
sound. A disc-shaped object was reportedly sighted passing over-
head beneath an overcast ceiling of 1,000 feet. The sound did not
alter perceptibly when pecople were in the area, even though they made
noise, shone lights, or fired guns. When local time shifted from
standard to davlight, the nightly time of onset also shifted an hour,
indicating that the sound was oriented to real time, not clock time.
The periodicity of the sound was approximately two beeps per second.
Sometimes the sound sourcc seemed to move as much as a quarter of a
mile from its usual location in a few seconds, sometimes silently,
sometimes beeping as it moved. One explanation for the sound that
had been put forth was that it was the call of either a pygmy or a
saw-whet owl, both of which are found in that area and emit calls
similar to the reported sound.

A similar unidentified sound had been recorded elsewhere.
Wadsworth took a tape recording of the sound under investigation and
the other sound to an expert on bird calls. His opinion was that the
latter was probably a saw-whet owl. The former, however, seemed
unlike any bird or animal he had heard, although he could not be
certain without knowing what distortions had been introduced by
the tape recordings.

A decision whether to send out a field team was suspended until
more could be learned about investigations already in progress. Any
connection between the reported sounds and UFOs was speculation, and
continued visual observations at the site of the sound had revealed
nothing significant.

During the following week, significant new developments were
reported. Sounds identical to that near the original location had
been heard in other locations in the state.

The Civil Defense informant reported unusual animal reactions
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in some cases. Frogs, which were numerous and loud in the

arca, had all become silent 10-20 seconds bcforc onset of the sound,
suggesting that they might be sensing some kind of cnergy other than
the audible sound. At other times, thc cows and dogs in the arca
had suddenly shown marked cxcitement, and then become suddenly quiet.
In one instance, this pattern had been repeated three times before
the beeping began,

On another occasion, a man whose house was at the bottom of the
hill where the sound seemcd to originate had been frightened by the
sound, which he said came suddenly down from the hill and continued
beeping loudly just above his house. He was standing in the yard,
and the sound was so eerie that he could ''take it" for only a few
minutes before going into the house.

The Civil Defense coordinator felt that he was at an impasse,

and urged that a team from this project be sent to investigate,

Investigption

Spring 1967, Craig and Wadsworth went with three primary ob-
jectives: 1) to gather more information on the sound phenomenon and
to experience it directly; 2) to obtain instrumented measurement.,
if possible; 3) to check for possible correlative visual sightings
in the areas involved.

When the team arrived, they met with the Civil Defense coordi-
nator and staff to plan the investigation. It was decided what area
would be the best location for a thorough surveillance of the sound,
and a base was set up in a barn about a mile below the hilltop where
the sound was usually heard.

Stereo tape equipment was set up in the barn, and microphones
were located about a quarter of a mile apart. The sound usually
had been clearly audible at this location.

It was learned that, although the beeps had been loud in all
hinds of weather, there was a considerably better chance of hearing
them on a clear night. 1t wes also reported that on some occasions
the sound was very faint and of such short duration that no accurate
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location could be determined. It was not clecar whether the occasions
of fainter sound were due to distance or to a rcal drop in volume.

Equipment taken to the morc inaccessible ficld sitc included:
portable tape recorder; directional ultra-sonic translator; mili-
tary infrared sniper scope; directional microphone audio detector
("'snooperscope'); cameras loaded with infrared, ultraviolet, and
conventional high-speed film; and two-way portable radios for commun-
ication with the operating base at the barn.

Shortly before the advance group reached the top of the hill (an
hour's climb through steep, heavily forested terrain), the sound was
heard. It lasted not more than 10 seconds and seemed to come from
a direction different from its usual location. The team's subjective
impression was that it sounded like a bird.

Throughout the night, and until 5:00 a.m., the sound was heard
faintly eight or ten times for a few seconds each time. It did not
seem to originate from directly overhead at any time, and the appar-
ent direction and distance varied considerably. Part of this series
was recorded on tape, but the sound was of low amplitude and brief
duration. It was neve i:utu at the main base below, so no high-
quality tape was obtained.

Descriptions of an earlier observation had related that the
sound had come from the top of a tall tree, then left the tree top
and circled around it when someone climbed the tree. Although no
bird had beer seen in the darkness at the apparent source of the
sound, and this description was similar in this respect to the famm-
er's account of the descent of the beeping source from the distant
hill and its circling over his famm yard, such behavior certainly
seemed owl-like. However, since the field team had heard only brief
and distant emissions of the sound, they could not positively iden-
tify it.

Early the next evening, this team drove to 3 second
site. The weather was rainy. Perhaps a dozen other cars
were parked or cruising slowly by the area. The team heard no
beeping sound during two hours of waiting.

The following moming, the team telephoned the county
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Sheriff's office, which had been handling the local investigation to
ask whether the sound had been heard during the previous night. They
were told that a bird had been shot by a farmer who lived adjacent to
the second location. He had told the sheriff that, when the

sound began the night before, he Lad gone out with a light and gun,
shot the bird while it was beeping, and brought it in as evidence.

The owl was identified as a saw-whet by a local biology teacher.
Despite this identification, some local persons expressed skepticism
that the dead owl had been the source of sounds that they believed
to be too constant in pitch and period to bc generated by a bird.
They questioned whether the farmer, who had bheen subjected to much
harassment by the public, might not have produced the owl, hoping to
put an end to these difficulties.

Tape recordings of the sound, made both before and & ring the
project investigation, were later analyzed sonographically and com-
pared with sonograms of recorded calls known to have been made by
pygmy, saw-whet, and ferruginous owls. The original comparison was
made with calls recorded in Peterson's Field Guide to Western Bird
Calls. Later, other recordings of these calls were obtained from
Cornell University's Laboratory of Ornithology. The comparisons
showed the same sound structure, pitch, and period for the uniden-
tified sound and for the saw-whet owl. Fewer overtones were dis-
played on the sonogram of the unidentified sound, but this difference
probably was due to lack of sufficient amplitude and recorder fre-
quency range limitations. It was concluded that the recorded un-

identified sound was made by a saw-whet owl.

Conclusions

"None of the reported visual sightings of UFOs in the vicinity
was impressive enough to warrant more intensive investigation. While
the project investigators could not be certain that owls accounted

for all of the unidentified sounds reported from various areas of the
state, they felt confident that the audible beeping

was unrelated to visual sightings of UFOs, and that owls certainly
accounted for most of the beeping sounds., The latter conclusion was
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based upon:
1. The correspondence between sonograms of the unidentified
sound and of the beeping of a saw-whet owl;
2. Testimony that the dead saw-whet owl had been shot while
making the beeping sound;
3. The fact that the locations and movements of the reported
apparent sources were typical of those expected of owls.
The small size of the saw-whet owl (about six inches long) may
account fo;' the difficulty observers had in seeing it, thus allow-
ing them to conclude that the sound came from a point in space that

was not occupied by a physical object.
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Case 21
South Mountain (location A)
Spring 1967

Investigators: Low, Rush

Abstract:
Operators of two airport radars reported that a target equi-

valent to an aircraft had followed a commercial flight in, over-

taken it, and passed it on one side, and proceeding at about 200
b knots until it left the radar field. No corresponding object was
visible from the control tower. On the basis of witnesses' re-
ports and weather records, explanations based on anomalous atmos-
pheric propagation or freak reflection from other objects appear
inadequate. The case is not adequately explained despite features

that suggest a reflection effect (See Section III Chapter 6).

Background:

A radar traffic controller (Witness A) at an AF installation
that serves as an airport for a nearby city (location A), telephoned
the Colorado Project in the middle of May, 1967 to report
an unexplained radar anomaly. The report was referred to Dr.

Donald H. Men:zel for comment, and Witness A and three other witnesses
were interviewed at various times. The information so obtained is

summarized in the next section.

Investigation:
Witness A, an air traffic controller of 20 years' experience,

reported the following observations. At ahout 4:40 p.m., he and
three other men were in the IFR (radar) room at the airfield.
Two radars were in use: azimuth surveillance radar (ASR), used for
early detection of arriving aircraft, and precision approach radar
(PAR), used to monitor both azimuth and elevation of an aircraft
approaching the runway (Fig. 2 ).

The controllers were monitoring the approach of a commerical

Boeing 720. Thev got him onto the correct azimuth and glide path
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just as he broke through the 3,000 ft. ceiling about four miles from
the radar receiver. Another commercial flight, a Viscount, showcd
on the surveillance radar about six mi. behind the 720. About the
time the 720 appeared in the field of the precision radar, operated
by Witness A, he noticed a very faint target on the elevation (glide
path) screen about two mi. behind the 720. He adjusted the sensi-
tivity of the instrument, and the unknown target became visible on
the azimuth screen also. It appeared to be following the 720 on the
glide path.

wWhen the 720 had advanced about one mi., Witness A asked the
operator of the surveillance radar, Witness B, whether he had the
unidentified target; he did. Witness A then reported the object
to the Viscount crew, about four mi. behind it. They saw nothing,
though visibility under the overcast was 25-30 mi. He then re-
ported the object to the visual control tower; but none of the three
controllers there could see anything to account for it, even with
binoculars. At this point, the departure scope man (the sur-
veillance radar had duplicate screens for monitoring arrivals and
departures) and the arrival data position man walked over to
observe the precision scope. The target showed with equal clarity
on both the elevation and azimuth screens. The unidentified object
was overtaking the 720, and was about 0.25 mi. behind as the 720
passed the approach lighting system. At that point, the object
vulled over, moved eastward, passed the Bocing on its right side,
and continued on a parallel course at 200 ft. altitude and some
300 ft. east of the runway, until it passed out of the field of
the precision scope. Unfortunately, no one thought to see whether
the object appeared on the surveillance radar departure scope.
At disappearance, it was about 1-1.5 mi. from thc control tower.
The controllers in the tower never saw anything to account for the
target.

The Viscount came in normally on the radar, with nothing
following. Its crew reported after landing that they had not at

anvtime during the approach seen anything between them and the 720.
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Witness A observed that the 720 had not been visible as far
out as six mi., where the "bogic" first appcared. It looked like
an aircraft target, though weaker than usual, and became quitc
clear as it came nearer. He commentcd also that the bogie followed
the correct procedure for an overtaking aircraft, and that, if a
pilot is practicing an instrument approach but does not want to
touch down, his prescribed procedure is to level off and cross the
field at 200 ft., as the bogie appeared to do on the radar. In
fact, the object showed the flight characteristics of a Century-
series jet fighter (F-100, F-104, etc.), making an approach at a
speed of 200-250 knots. lowever, such a jet makes a great deal of
noise, and should have been heard even in the glass-enclosed tower.

Witness A was interviewed in detail when he first telephoned
the project in Spring 1967, and questioned further on various
aspects at several later dates, Other witnesses unfortunately
were not contacted until Fall 1968,

Witness B, who had been monitoring the surveillance radar
approach scope, was unable to recall details of the incident. He
reme.xbered only that it was "an odd thing" -- a radar target, but
nothing visual.

Witness C was a controller of 15 years' experience, 11 on
radar, who had been in the radar room when the sighting occurred,
and had watched it on the precision scope. He recognized the dif-
ficulty in remembering accurately after such a time interval, but
telt that his memory for the key details was good. He had been
deeply impressed by the incident, and had discussed it with Witness
A and others on various occasions.

He confirmed the account of Witness A in almost all respects.
He was not certain that the bogie had come in on the ILS glide path
(which is indicated by a line on the elevation screen of the pre-
cision radar); it was following the Boeing and must have been on or
near the glide path. Witness A had stated that the hogie overtook
and passed the 720 at about the approach end of the runway. Wit-
ness C, however, recalled that the bogie huad overtaken the 720 and

flown alongside '"like a wingman" (i.e., slightly behind and to the
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right of the 720) for one or two miles before touchdown. Then,
about a half mile from the runway, it had '"pulled up" and flown on
ahead. The 720's approach speed was about 140 knots.

Witness C emphasized that the bogie target was indistinguishable
from an aircraft. He said that, if the bogie had appeared ahead
of the 720, he would not have hesitated to warn the 720 off the
approach.

He noted also that the surveillance radar was an old, faulty
instrument that sometimes missed targets that were known to be in
the field.

Witness D was a controller in the tower during the incident.
He remembered that the radar crew phoned about the bogie; the tower
men looked and saw the 720 coming in, but nothing else, even with
binoculars. The conditions were such that he was confident that ro
such aircraft as the radars indicated could have come in without the
tower crew having seen it.

Weather

The report of the project's consulting meteorologist follows :

Following is a brief summary covering the weather
situation near . . . [the airfield in location A]
at and near 1640 MDT . . . [in the middle of] May
1967:
SOURCES OF DATA
Hourly surface observations from -
[Lozation A, location B, location C,
location D, location E, location F]
Two and three hourly data from -
[Location G, location H, location []
Winds aloft and radiosonde data for . . .
[1ocation D], at 12:00 noon and 6:00 P.M,
MDT,
GENERAL WEATHLER SITUATION
The general weather situation prevailing in .
[the general area) was a condition of drizzle and

fog with low ceilings at most all stations east
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of . . . {location H]. Amounts of precipitation were
generally light but the drizzle and fog continued for
many hours at most stations.

Shortly after noon colder air moved in from a
northerly direction in a layer from 1000 to 5000 feet
above the surface. At . . . [location D] the drop in
temperature measured between the noon and 6:00 P.M.
radiosondes was between 5° and 6° F, in this layer.

This dre» in cloud layer temperatures was accompanied
by increasing winds near the surface. At 2:30 P.M.
gustiness at . . . [location D] reached 30 knots.
Similar increases in wind velocities began later at
. . [location A, location B, location E, and loca-
tion J]. Some snow and snow pellets fell at various
stations as this mixture of colder air took place.
MOST PROBABLE WEATHER AT 1640 MDT AT . . . [THE] AIRFIELD

Two layers of scattered clouds, at 900 and 2400 feet
respectively, would have been moving rapidly from north
to south in an air flow having surface winds averaging
nearly 30 mph. It occurred at 1630 MDT. Gustiness of
8-10 additional miles per hour was occurring at this
time. A layer of overcast cloudiness was estimated at
4000 feet above the station. Visibility was greater
than 15 miles.

A condition of very light drizzle had ended at 1530
MDT and light snow pellets began at 1710 MDT. The dif-
ferences in surrace temperatures was only 1° (34 to 33)
indicating that the greatest amount of change was taking
place in the air at cloud level.

The snow pellets which began at 1710 MDT and
intermittent snow showers continued past midnight. It
is well known that water and ice surfaces mixed
together inside ciouds tend to intensify radar echc

causing bright spots or bright lines to appear.
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The snow pellets would have produced an increased
intensity of the radar echos in some small shower
areas. Although snow pellets were not occurring
at the station at 1640 MDT it is highly probable
that some were in the vicinity.

Total amounts of precipitation were light.
Only .03 inch was measured in the 24 hours ending
at midnight.

At the same time that snow pellets and snow
showers were observed at. . . [the airfield, location
B! reported no precipitation.

SUMMARY

It is my opinion that fragmentary segments of
two lavers of scattered clouds moving at variable
speeds beneath a solid overcast would have given
a rapidly changing sky condition to any observer
at or near the airport. Reflection of any lights
could have caused greater or lesser brightness to
the under surfaces of some of these scattered
clouds. The strong gusty winds were not only
capable of moving the clouds rapidly but could have
carried some light substances, such as paper to an
elevation similar to the lower cloud height. The
shafts of snow pellets at a mile or more away from
the base may have caused some distortion of visi-
bility in directions concentrated to the west and

northwest of the field.

thyotheses

Anomalous targets on radar generally are caused by instru-
mental defects, birds, anomalous atmospheric propagation (e.g.,
mirage effects), out-of-phase echoes, or multiple reflections.
Instrumenta) defects appear to be eliminated in this case, since
the bogie was seen consistently on the surveillance radar and
both the azimuth and clevation beams of tne precision radar. The
speed of the bogie, its radar intensity, and the course it fol-

lowed all appeared inconsistent with a bird.
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Neither did this anomaly show any of the typical character-
istics of the '"angels" caused by anomalous propagation; moreover,
weather data indicdate no inversion was present. Both witnesses
A and C had had many years of experience with all the usual types
of anomalies. The fact that they were mystified by the phenomenon
and considered it worth reporting indicates that it was an un-
common effect.

Sometimes a distant, strong reflector may return a radar
echo so long delayed that it arrives after a second pulse has been
emitted. It w:!l therefore appear at a spuriously short range.
This possibility appears to be precluded by the different pulse
frequencies of the surveillance and precision radars (1000 and
5500 per sec., respectively), and by the behavior of the bogie,
which appeared to relate it to the Boeing 720.

There remains the possibility of multiple reflections. After
reviewing a report of the incident, Menzel suggested that the
bogie had been produced by reflection of radar energy from the 720
to a fairly efficient reflector on the ground, back to the 720,
and thence to the radar receiver. The superfluous echo would have
appeared on the line of sight from radar antenna to aircraft, and
bevond the aircraft the same distance as that from aircraft to

>fiector. Menzel suggested that a structure .nvolving a cube-
.orner -- e.g., a steel dump-truck body -- might act as a rather
»fficient reflector.

This hypothesis would explain some aspects of the observations.
The bogie appeared about two miles behind the 720 when it was
abrut four miles out, and gained on it at a rate roughly cqual to
the airplane's own ground speed of about 120 knots, as would be
expected. This would imply that the reflector was about two miles
ahead of the 720, which would place it about half a mile south of
the approach end of the runway. The bogic then should have over-
taken the 720 at that point.

Witness \ said that it was about 0.25 mi. behind the 720 as

the latter reached the approach light system; that would place the

481



i ———— -

veflector approximately at the approach end of the runway. Witness
C, however (a year and a half after the incident), stated that the
bogic caught up with the 720 "one or two miles'" hefore touchdown,
flew alongside, and pulled ahead about a half mile from the runway,
That would place the reflector about 0.5 to 1.5 mi, south of the
runway, differing by as much as a mile from the location resulting
from Witness A's account,

So far, so good. Men who were a bit excited, or trying to
remember details after such an intcival, might differ by a mile in
their estimates, particularly since the range scalc on the precision
radar scope is logarithmic. Incidentally, half a milc from the
runway the elevation of the ILS glide path was about 200 ft. --
the elevation at which the bogie appeared to overfly the ficld.

However, a target produced by such a delayed reflection would
not have appeared on the glide path. 1In elevation, the glide path
was a line rising at an angle of 2.7° from the ILS transmitter
7,300 ft. south of the precision radar antenna. The line of sight
from the radar to the Boeing four miles out thus intersected the
glide path at a substantial angle, so the bogie rcflection, seen on
the radar line of sight, would have anpeared about 0.25 in. below
the line marking the glide path on the radar scope. It does not
seem likely that an experienced controller would have failed to
notice a discrepancy amounting to some 200 ft. in clevation that
if not corrected would have been disastrous to an aircraft.

The shift st the unidentified object to the right as it over-
took the 720 can be partially explained. If it is assumed that the
bogie was a secondavy echo from a reflector near the runway, then
the bogie would have been always the same distance behind the 720
as the reflector in front of it, and would have appeared on the
line of sight from the precision radar antenna to the 720. Since
the antenna was about 400 ft, east of the runway, the bogie would
have appeared projected to the west of thc approach track. its
apparent course would have been a gradual swerve to its right.

However, the bogie would have nearly coincided with the radar

image of the 720 as it passed low over the rcflector; and immediately
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thereafter, as the 720 passed beyond the reflector, the bogie would
have stopped its forward motion and moved laterally to the west,
This hypotheticul behavior contrasts sharply with the statements
of witnesses A and C, both of whom insisted that the bogie moved
over and passed the 720 on the right (east), and that it continued
on that course, ahead of the airplane, until it left the radar field.
The case is therefore not satisfactorily explained. In
general, the association of the unidentified target with the 720
and the lack of a visible counterpart suggest strongly that it was
a radar artifact. Yet the details of its course can be reconciled
with the reflector hypothesis only by discounting the accuracy of
reports by obscrvers who were intimately familiar with the context

in which they were working,
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Case 22

North Central

Spring 1967
Investigator: Craig

Abstract:

A weekend prospector claimed that a '"flying saucer' landed near
him in the woods, and that when he approached the object and touched
it with his gloved hand, it soared away, its exhaust blast leaving a
patterned burn on his abdomen and making him ill.

Events during and subsequent to a field search for the landing site

cast strong doubt upon the authenticity of the report.

Background:

A 50-year-old industrial mechanic (Mr. A) claimed to have observed
two UFOs while prospecting in the North Central area. The reported time
of the sighting was about 12:12 p.m., CDT.

According to Mr. A, his attention was distracted by the squawking
of nearby geese. He looked up and saw two disc-shaped objects descending
together from the SW at an angle of 15 -20° above the horizon. One
stopped 10-12 ft. above the ground; the other continued downward, and
landed on the flat top of a rock outcropping 160 ft. from Mr. A. The
objects had domes and were about 40 ft. in diameter. They had flown three
or four diameters apart, keeping a constant distance. The first object
hovered in the air (one of Mr. A's accounts says it hovered about 15 ft,
above him) for about three minutes, then ascended in the same direction
from which it had come, changing color from bright red to orange to
grey and back to bright orange as it disappeared in the distance. Tt
moved noiselessly, much faster than airplane speeds.

When Mr. A turned his attention to the landed craft, it, too, was
changing color from glowing red to the iridescence of hot stainless steel,
The craft had no markings. Intense purple light shone from apertures
around the dome of the craft. Mr. A noticed wafts of warm air, a smell of
sulphur, and a hissing sound from the craft. He sketched the object.
After about 15 min. he noticed that a hatch on the side of the craft had

opened. He could see nothing inside, because the light was too bright.
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He watrted an vain for someone to emerge through the hatch,

About 30 minutes later, Mr. A approached the craft and heard human-
like voices from within. Thinking the craft was of U.S. origin, he
addressed the assumed occupants in English. When no response was heard,
he tricd Russian, German, Italian, French, and Ukrainian. The voices stopped.
Panels slid over the hatch, through which Mr. A had noticed that the craft's
walls were about 20 in. thick, and honcy-combed. After the hatch closed,
Mr. A touched the cruft wioth his gloved hand, burningthe fingertips of his
glove. The craft tilted slightly and started to spin rapidly. lle was
standing near a patterned ventilation or exhaust arca on the craft's side.
When the craft started moving, a blast from this opening burned his upper
abdomen and sct his shirt and undershirt afire. He tore off the shirts
and threw them to the ground, stamping out the fire. His outer shirt was
almost totally burned, but he retrieved the remains of his undershirt. A
hole also was burned in the front of the top of the cap he was wearing. lle
was lett with burns on his abdomen and sickened, apparently as a result of
inhalation of vapors from the machine. The craft disappeared in the direc-
tion from which it came at a bearing of 255° (determined by Mr. A's compass)
and at a speed estimated as far exceeding known aircraft capability.

Mr. A said he suffered headache, nausca, and cold sweats within minutes
after the experience. He returned to his prospecting site (160 ft. away)
and got his coat and prospecting equipment. He put the remains of his
undershirt in his prospecting satchel. Feeling weakened and vomiting frequently
he struggled to the highway to seek medical assistance. He was aware of a
horrible odor associated with his breath.

He reached the highway and requested help from a constable of the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) who was driving by. The constable thought
Mr. A was intoxicated, and refused to help. Mr. A also failed to get help
at the parkh headquarters and went back to his motecl at Lake X. After
several hours, he took a bus to Winnipeg. While waiting for the bus, he
telephoned the Winnipeg I'ribune to request assistance, asking, at the same

time, he said,that they give his experience no publicity.

485



Mr. A was met by his son, who took him to hospital X for medical
attention. The burr. on his abdomen were diagnosed as superficial,
and Mr. A returned home. He continued to complain of nausea, headache
offensive odor from his lungs, lack of appetite, and rapid weight loss.

Two days after the alleged event, Mr. A was attunded to by a
personal physician, whom he had not visited since Spring 1966, The
following day he was taken to hospital Y to be checked for radiation
trauma by the hospital's Department of Nuclear Medicine. A radiation
pathologist found no cvidence of the effects of radiation on the
burned area, in his blood, or on Mr. A's clothing, e reported that
the burn was thermal. A week after his sighting Mr. A was checked in
the whole-body radiatic. counter at an Atomic Power Installation, This
counter detects and measures gamma radiation from iso*opes in the body.
The test showed no count above normal background.

Mr. A said he lost a total of 22 lb. over the next seven days, but

had regained his strength and some weight 11 days after his sighting.

Investigation:
The case involved close contact, and one of the most detailed

descriptions of a material object of this type on record. The site at
which the event allegedly took place had not heen re-visited since the

event, and held promise of providing tangible physical evidence that an

unusual material object had actually been present. A project investigator

left for city A as soon as word was received that Mr. A was physically
able to search for the landing site. The investigator wanted to visit
and examine the alleged site before it was disturbed by others.

Nearly two wechs after the event, when Mr, A was interviewed by
the project investigator, he had regained sufficicent strength to lead
a search, which was planned for the following day. Mr. A displayed
a rash on his neck and chest, which he associated with the alleged
UFO exposure. He said the rash appeared two days earlier, 11 days after
the sighting, and he had visited his physician the morning of the
interview to have it checked. Mr. A had, on the same day, cooperated

with authorities in a ground and air search which had not located the
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UFO landing site, Mr. A rcluctantly agrced to lead another ground
search, indicating that the new rash made him uncertain of his physical
health.

Later, Mr. A led a party, including the project investigator, on
a hike in the Canadian busl, ostensibly searching for the landing site
which assertedly was about three air miles north of a highway, which
skirts the north shore of Lake X. The area searched was located
49°43' &+ 1'N, 95°19' *+ 1'W, in a forest reserve. A fire-watch tower
stands between the highway and the area searched. The party began the
search within a half mile of this tower, and never got more than two
miles from it while wandering back and forth through an area within
which Mr. A said the site had to be. Most of the area was covered by
dense vegetation. Numerous beaver ponds, swamps, and rock outcroppings
were contained in the area, the outcroppings rising as much as 40 ft,
above the swamp level. It was on such an outcropping that the landing
allegedly occurred.

This '"search" impressed the investigator, as well as other members
of the party, as being aimless. Mr. A expressed the desire to terminate
the search after a few hours of hiking. The rest of the party felt a
good effort had not yet been made, and pressed him to continue. In the
early afternoon, when it seemed obvious that a '"landing site'" would not
be found that day, the party returned to Lake X resort, where the
investigator interviewed other people who were in the vicinity on the
day of the alleged event.

Two youngsters who claimed they saw an UFO over the lake on the
date in question gave a description suggesting that they may have ob-
served a box kite or a balloon, but certainly not an object of the
type described by Mr. A.

According to Conservation Officer Jim Bill, the fire lookout
towers were manned on this date after 9 a.m. A ranger with Officer
Bell indicated that the forect was dry at this time. Both rangers
felt that a fire capablc of burning a man would have started the forest
burning. They commented that watchmen in the towers generally notice
smoke immediately from even a small campfire, and felt that a small
fire in Jichen and moss, such as Mr. A said he tramped out when he
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threw his burning shirts to the ground, would have been seen by the
watchman, They also believed objects as decribed by Mr. A would have
been seen by the tower watchman, had they been present for even a
fraction of the time Mr. A claimed. Watchtowers are 8' x 8', About
six other towers are visible in the distance from the tower near the
alleged landing site. Although a 35-40 ft. metallic saucer only %-2 mi,
away should have attracted the watchman's attention, nothing unusual
was noted from the watchtower.

Weather Bureau information indicated the day of the reported
sighting was mostly clear with broken clouds, in agreement with Mr. A's
description.

The flight direction Mr. A gave for the UFOs would have brought
them within about a mile of the golf course at Beach X, at an altitude
of 4,000 ft. The course attendant said that there were hundreds of
golfers on the course on this date, none of whom reported seeing an
object such as Mr, A described.

The investigator sought other information supporting the claim that
an unconventional flying object had been in the area on the sighting
date. A check of several other UFO sighting reports in the region
revealed that they had no relation to Mr. A's sighting, having occurred
on a different day (except for the lake sighting already mentioned)

in a different ares.

Radar observers at three other locations (60 mi. NW of the claimed
sighting, 85 mi. W, and 40 mi. E) reported noticing nothing unusual on
the alleged sighting date.

With Mr. A's permission, the project investigator reviewed the
case with his physician and with the other M.D.'s involved. Items of
particular interest which were revealed to the investigator by Mr. A
himself were (a) a rapid weight loss; (b) a lymphocyte count of 16%
climbing later to 21%; and (c) the rash on Mr. A's throat and upper
chest which developed 11 days after his reported sighting.

The claimed weight loss of 22 pounds in seven days, including 14
pounds the first three days, could not be verified. Mr. A's physician
did not see the patient until two days after the alleged exposure and
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had not seen him during the previous year. There was no way to verify
the weight claimed prior to the event. A medical consultant considered
the claimed weight loss logically excessive for an inactive, fasting
patient.

The lymphocyte percentages were not outside the limits of expected
statistical variation of two routine counts of the same blood, and were
therefore not considered to be significant.

T.ie rash, which was not on the same body area as the original burn,
looked like the normal reation to insect bites. Mr. A said the rash
apperared on the day he had gone on the site search with RCMP officers.
In view of the great number of black flies in the area, the coircidence
in date, Cpl. Davis' report that he was severely bitten while on the
search, and the accessibility of the affected neck and chest area to
flies when the shirt collar is not buttoned (it was Cpl. Davis' belief
that Mr. A had worn his colar unbuttoned during the search), it seems
highly probable that the rash was the result of insect bites and was not

connected with the alleged UFO experience.

Comparison of recordings of separate accounts of Mr. A's UFO experience,

as told to an APRO representative two days after the reported event and
to the project investigator short of two weeks later, reveaied minor
variations, as would be expected in any two accounts of an involved
experience. The inclusion in the account of a magnetic effect of the
UFO developed during the first interview. The APRO representative asked
Mr. A if the UFO had affected his compass. Mr. A first answered: "I
couldn't tell you if the compass needle was affected. I hadn't looked
before. It was kind of abnormal." Upon further discussion, the effect
developed to a definite spinning of the needle, then a rapid whirling

as the second object left the area. This latter description was repeated
in subsequent accounts. It ir hard to reconcile such a magnetic effect
with the facts that Mr., A not only reported a definite compass reading
for the direction of departure of the second UFO but also a definite
reading of 140° for the direction of approach and departure of the first,
which left while the second was still present.
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The undershirt which Mr. A presented had been ripped apart in front,
where it was burned. It also carried a patterned burn centercd high on
the back, the pattern matching, according to Mr. A, the pattern of the
UFO's exhaust openings from which the burning vapors had spurted. Mr. A
had been burned only on the abdomen, with slight singeing of the forehead.
The reason for *he presence of a patterned burn on the back of the under-
shirt was not cbvious.

Mr. A was deemed very reliable by his employer. Ile had convinced
representatives of the RCMP and RCAF, two of the several physicians
involved, as well as his family, that he was teliing the story of a
real event. During the project intestigator's interview, he seemed
honest, sincere, and concerned. His presentation of his story was
convincing. His wife and son verified his claim of an unusual odcr
coming from his body after his alleged UFO experience, indicating that
the odor permeated the bathroom after Mr. A had bathed.

Analysis of Subsequent Developments :

1. The claimed finding of the site by Mr. A and an associate
shortly over a month later.
The site was allegedly still obvicus, with moss blown away in
a circular pattern. Samples of soil and moss from the area, portions
of the burned shirt, and a six-foot measuring tape which Mr. A had
left behind were brought to city A. All three were radioactive.
when sent to city B for analysis, they were found to be so strongly
radioactive that the Radiation Protection Division of the Dept. of
Health and Welfare considered restricting entry to the forest area from
which they allegedly were taken. A careful check of the site by a
representative of this department revealed that the perimeter of the
"landing circle" and beyond were free of radioactive contamination.
According to his report:
A thorough survey of the landing area was carried
out, using a Tracerlab SU14, Admiral Radiac 5016,

and a Civil Defense CDV 700 survey meter. One small
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arca was found to be contaminated. This was
located across the crown of the rock. There

was a smear of -ontamination about 0.5 x 8.0
inches on one side of the crack. There was also
some lichen and ground vegetation contaminated
just bevond the smear. The whole contaminated
area was no larger than 100 square inches. All
water runoff areas were checked for possible
contamination, but nothing was found.

No representative of an independent or official agency was present
when the circular area alleged to be the landing site was rediscovered.
In spite of an RCMP understanding with Mr. A that no evidence should be
removed from the area should he relocate it, radioactive soil samples,
(fortuitously selected from the smali contaminated area), remnants of
cloth, and the measuring tape were represented as having been removed
from the area. Why the cloth remnants and the tape were radioactive was
never explained. While these items could have been contaminated by
contact with the soil samples, reports received by the project indicated
that the items were in separate plastic bags, and major contamination
would not be expected. The partially-burned undershirt had earlier been
found not to carry radioactive contamination. The tape would have been
left some 160 ft. from the landing circle, in an area found tc be free
of radioactive contamination.

Other individuals checked the site for radioactivity later. One of
these was Mr. E. J. Epp of city A, who searched the site in Fall of 1967
and found no radioactive material. At the project's suggestion, he had
the records of the Dept. of Mines and Natural Resources searched for
mineral claims in the area filed by Mr. A. This was requested because
of the possibility that Mr. A had deliberately misdirected the earlier
searches in order to protect mineral claims. Such claims were filed
by him, but not until later in the Fall.

The project never received a final report of the analyses of the
soil samples taken by the Dept. of Health and Welfare. The origin of

this material is therefore on open question.
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The site presented did not match Mr. A's earlier description of it,

An opening in the trees through which Mr. A said the UFO came and

departed would have required the object to leave the landing circle
travelling in a NNE direction, whereas Mr. A had said it departed to the
WSW. Other aspects also differed from the original description.

2. Claimed recurrences (in the early Fall and other occasions)
of tn> phvsiological reactions to the UFO experience.

Relatior ~f these rcported attacks with Mr. A's alleged UFO expericnce
has .aot been established.

3. Commercial publication of Mr. A's story in a booklet.

This account differs in some aspects from Mr. A's original reports.
In the booklet, for example, Mr. A is reported to have stuck his head
into the open hatch of the '"saucer' and observed a maze of randomly
flashing lights inside the craft. In earlier accounts, Mr. A stated
that he avoided going near the hatch and was unable to see inside it
because of the brightness of the light coming from it. The account was
chronologically jumbled, and showed a carelessness with fact.

4. A claimed visit to the site by Mr. A and another associate a
vear after the alleged sighting, at which time they discovered massive
pieces of radioactive material in a fissure of the rock within the
"landing circle." This material reportedly consisted of two W-shaped
bars of metal, each about 4.5 in. long, and several smaller pieces of
irregular shape. These items were said to have been found about 2 in.
below a laver of lichen in the rock fissure. They were later analyzed
as nearly pure silver. The results of the analyses of these pieces of
metal were sent to the Colorado Project by Dr. Peter M. Millman of the
National Research Council of Canada. The analysis of the report by
Mr. R. J. Traill (Head, Minernlogy Section, NRC) showed that the two
fragments each consisted of a cental massive metal portion which was
not radioactive. Une of thes. vas 93% and the other 96% silver. Both
contained copper and cadmium, and nad a composition similar to thet round
in commercially available sterling silver or sheet silver. The metel
was coated with a tightly-adhering layer of quartz sand, similar to that

used as a foundry sand. This also was not radioactive. The radioactivity

492



was contained in a loosely-adhering layer of fine-grained minerals
containing uranium. This layer could be removed readily by washing and
brushing. The minerals were uranophane and thorium-free pitchblende,
characteristically found in vein deposits. Mr Traill's conclusion was:
I would interpret the specimens as pieces of thin
sheet silver that have been twisted, crumpled, partly
melted, and dropped into, or otherwise placed in con-
tact with, nearly pure quartz sand, while still hot.
They have subsequently heen covered with loosely-adhering
radioactive material which consists of crushed pitch-
blende ore, much altered to uranophane and containing
associated hematite. These naturally-occurring
radioactive minerals are found typically in the
uraniferous deposits of . . . [River X] area and in
parts of . . . [camp X].
In view of the thoroughness of earlier searches of the site for
radioacitve material, it is improbable that the particles discovered a
year later would have been missed had they been present when the earlier

searches were made.

Conclusions:
If Mr. A's reported experience were physically real, it would show

the existence of alien flying vehicles in our environment. Attempts

to establish the reality of the event revealed many inconsistencies and
incongruities in the case, a number of which are described in this report.
Developments subsequent to the field investigation have not altered the
initial conclusion that this case does not offer probative information

regarding inconventional craft.
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Case 23
North Central
Spring 1907

Investigators: Foster, Pecterson, Wertheimer

Abstract:

Three couples hunting raccoons at night reported that an aerial
object approached them, played a brilliant light on them briefly, then
turned it off and flew away. Individual versions of the incident
differed substantially as to motion, appearance, duration of sighting,
and the object's identity. Investigation attributed the sighting to
a prank by the crew of an airplane with a searchlight that had flown

over the hunt area at the reported time,

Background:

Witness A reported the incident to an AFB two days after-
ward. A week later he wrote a report to NICAP, which sent a copy of
his letter to the Colorado project. A telephone conversation with

Witness A resulted in sending investigators to the area late in .June.

Investigation:

The investigatours interviewed seven witnesses and visited the
site of the incident with one of them. They also visited Tne
AFB to check on aircraft activity on the night of the incident,
Witnesses' versions of what had happened differed rather widely.
For that reason, the situation as developed by the witnesses will be
outlined, followed by a summary of the disparities in their stories.
Three couples were hunting raccoons on a ranch. Mr. A.
was a professional man, Mr. B an administrator, and Mr. C a rancher.
Witness D was another rancher who was keeping an cye on the hunters.
“About 11:30 p.m.'" the men were about 0.5 mi. W of their truck, in

which the women were waiting. They carried powerful flashlights that

they turned on only briefly as needed.
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All of the men and women saw a lighted aerial object approach as
if gliding down toward them. When immediately over them, it turned
a brilliant beam of light on the men for a short time, then turned it
off and proceeded on its way. Witness D also saw the light.

However, the details of the individual accounts differed widely.
(On some points, some witnesscs did not comment.)

Five witnesses reported that the object came from the NW; one
from the N; and one from the E.

Three reported that it flew a straight course; two thought it

turnred 90° as it departed.

Three reported that it hovered while the bright light was on; two,
that it kept meving.

All reported the light was blue, bluish-white, or white except
D, who said it was vellowish,

One witness reported the object was about 50 ft. in diameter,
alternately glowing dimly or brilliantly. 7Two reported several small
red lights; one, small white and red lights; one, small blinking red,
white, and green lights; one, no lights.

Four witnesses reported that the light from bright spotlight did
not mover the ground. Two of the other three thought a second spot-
light might have done so. All agreed that the beam was conical,
emanating from a narrow source. Witnesses disagreed widely as to the
location of the beam on the ground; eack of those in the light path
tended to think it was aimed directly at him,

Three witnesses reported a sound similar to that of a small
airplane engine as the object approached; four noticed it some time
after the bright light was turned on.

Total duration of the sighting was estimated by two witnesses
as one to three minutecs of the bright light; two to three minutes,
one and a half minute, "a minute or so," a half minute, 30-45 sec.,
five seconds, and 15 sec., off briefly, then on again momentarily.

Only one witness ventured a guess at the time the sighting occurred,

"approximately 11:30 p.m."
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One witness ceportoed that he recognized the sound as that of a
small twin-engine airplanc, and thought he saw :ts outline as it
departed. lle suggested that the crew might have seen the hunters'
blinking flashlights and turned the spotlight on them.

At the AFB, the investigators learned that on the date of
sighting a rather slow twin-engine Navy airplane equipped with a
powerful searchlight had departed at 10:34 p.m. on a course to the
SE that would have taken him aimost directly over the location of
wie sighting. The pilot was tlying "visual,'" not on instruments.
Further, an airman at the AFB reported that he had heard some con-
versation between the pilot and co-pilot before takeoff, indicating
that they intended to use the searchlight to set off some UFO stories
Evidently the rancher's surmise was right: they had seen the blinking

flashlights of the hunters and taken the opportunity to startle them.

Comment :

Unlike many comparable cases in which a mystifying apparition has
generated widely different versions of the experience, this une was
convincingly explained. It therefore affords an unusually good oppor-
tunity to study the reactions of witnesses to an unfamiliar and
unexpected situation. The most obvious inference, already familiar to
the legal profession, it that eyewitness testimony in such circumstances
in inherently unreliable.

It is significant also that the only witnesses who recognized the
object as an airplane wire the two ranchers and the wife of one of them.
They were in a familiar situation. The two couples from the city were
on unfamiliar ground, werc disoriented as to directions, and may have
felt a bit of latent uneasiness that made them emotionally oblivious
of this possibility. Witness A reported that, when the brilliant light
came on, the rancher (Witness C) exlaimed to him: 'My god, what's
that?" A: "I don't know.'" C: "Do you suppose it's one of those

flying saucers?"
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Witness C, who said he had recognized the object as an airplane,
commented in his interview: '"It seemed to me the light came right
out of the plane--after I got over tellin' it was a flyin' saucer!"
Mrs. C., who had beer in the truck with the other women, commented
in an interview: 'We talked about it. First it was a plane--then I

said, 'Was that a flying saucer?' and we just got to thinking..."
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Case 24

North Eastern

Summer 1967

Investigators: C(raig and Wadsworth

Abstract:

A 50-year-old general machine handyman and his son, 11, claimed
to have seen and photographed a "flying saucer' close to their rural
home. Neither the numbers on the backs of the two Pclaroid photo-
graphs nor the focus of objects in the field of view were consistent

with the account of the alleged sighting.

Backgrounq:

Two polaroid photographs of a saucer-shaped UFO were said to have
been taken by the witness about 12:15 p.m. EDT.
The photographs showed windows or ports in both the uppcr and lower
halves of the object. According to Mr. A's account, he was taking a
picture of his 1ll-year-old son with his Model 800 Polaroid camer.
when a high-pitched humming noise attracted their attention. They
looked in the direction of the noise, and saw an UFO about 60 ft. in
diameter, some 500 ft. away, moving about 30 to 40 mph, at an altitude
of 500-600 ft. Mr. A snapped two pictures during the 15-20 sec. before
the object departed at a speed, estimated to be 2,000 mph.

According to his account, Mr. A immediately took the pictures
to a farm house, about 300 vd. from his home to show the pictures,
and learn if the neighbors also had scen the object. 'The neighbor,
Mr. B. savs that Mr. A arrived at their house about 12:30 p.m.
t 5 minutes, and the pictures were still '"wet.'" None of the family
had seen nor heard the UFO. At Mr. B's insistence the incident was
made hnown to the public. Mr. A wanted to destroy the photos and

not tell anyone else of the incident, for fear of ridicule. Mr. B,
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with A's reluctant permission, notified the state police and local

newspapers of the incident and the existence of the photographs.

Investigation:
Although there are unexplained discrepancies in the story and

pictures, project investigators were not able, on the basis of their
investigation, to determine that the incident was a hoax. Mr. B was ¥
convinced the pictures were of a real object. Both Mr. A and his

R ey an

son's stories were generally consistent, and presented seriously
with conviction, NMNeither witness was shaken from his original
statement after hours of conversation and discussion. The suggestion
that such pictures might result from deliberate deception brought
only emphatic denial. Although Mr. A would not agree to lend the
original pictures to this project for analysis, copies of the
photographs were obtained.

In picture number one the UFO is in sharp focus but is dimly
outlined against the sky because of overexposure. It appears to have
three dark windows or ports on its lower section (which has the
appearance of a pie tin) and a row of square dark windows of similar
size, but more closely spaced, around its top portion (which
resembled a 1id of 3 frying pan, with a knob on top). A dark streak
extends about half the distance along the ridge-like juncture of
the top and bottom portions. This streak ends abruptly.

The image of the UFO in picture number one is just over three
centimeters long. The top of a near-by automobile, the top of a
ridge some 30 ft. from where Mr. A stood, and several trees and
a bee-hive on the ridge are also visible in photo number one. The
trees were not in focus.

Fhoto number two shows apparently the same UFO, somewhat more
distant (a 2.8 cm. image), not in sharp focus, but with good contrast
against the sky background. In this photo the UFO appcars below a
wire clothes line located seven feet from thc camera. Tops of trees

are visible in each bottom corner of the picturc.
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Both photos were tahen within a few feet of Mr. A's house,
number two from a position about 20 tt. from where he stood whilc
taking number one. F'hoto number onc was taken at a bearing of
100°, photo number twc at 300°. The trce tops visible in photo
number two are at distances of 40-65 ft. away from the camera.

They are not the same trces that appcar in photo number one.

lnvcstigation Results:

1) Polaroid photograph numbers. Mr. A said the film had been

in the camera several months, and only three pictures remained to be
taken on the roll. lle took rumber six, a picture of his son. Numbers
seven and eight would then be the UFO photos. The numbers on the
back of the UFO photos, however, were one and seven respectively.

2) Disappearance of other photographs and photographic matcrial.

Mr. A "could not find" the picture of his son, although Mrs. B said
he had the three photos, including one of his son, when he arrived
at the farmhouse at 12:30, Mr., A. said he '"had thrown away"'
the negative back sheets of all photographs.

3) Lack of other witnesses. An object 60 ft. in diameter and

at 500 ft. altitude would have been over a point less than 100 yd.
from a major highway at the time the pictures were taken, and would
have crossed over the highway on departure. The highway carries
heavv traffic. A crew of gravel-company workmen would have been on
their lunch break in the gravel pits over which the object was
allegedly flyving when it was photographed. No one reported seeing
such an object, in spite of a radio appeal for other observers to
identify themselves. No workmen in the gravel pit saw the object,
although when questioned several of the workmen expressed the opinion
that they are so accustomed to loud noises while they work that they
would not have noticed the sound from an UF0O as described by Mr. A.
Neither Mr. B., who was on a tractor at 12:15, nor any of his family

or crew saw the UFQ.
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The only response to the appeal for anyone who had seen UFO
about noon on the date ot Mr, A's sighting to identify himself came
from youngsters. Project investigators checked what seemed the most
significant of these reports but they had no relation to the object
in Mr. A's photos.
One farmer did report that he and his brother, baling hay about
one mile from Mr. A's home, (in the direction of claimed departure .
of the UF0), heard sumething that sounded like "many jet planes" @
about noon on this date. They commented on the sound to each other at the
time, but did not see anything which could have generated this noise. '
It seems probable that someone on the highway, or working in
the vicinity, would have seen the UFO if it were as described.
Inquiries were made at radar installations at Youngstown, Ohio
air terminal and with the FAA Cleveland Center. No observations of
unidentified objects were made at either place.

4) Position from which picture number two was taken. To reproduce

picture number two (minus the UFO), it was necessary for the photo-
grapher to lower the camera by kneeling on the ground. Mr. A, said
he merely stooped over a bit to take the second photo.

5) Preliminary examination of the photographs by W.K.H. Copies

of Mr. A's photographs were sent to Dr. Hartmann for preliminary
examination and evaluation. A summary of his response follows:

In picture number one, the object is in focus (showing square
corners on portholes), while the background trees and beehive are
out of focus. Since the trees and beehive are some 80 ft. away, they
should have been in fairly sharp focus if the camera were focused for
any distance close to or greater than 80 ft. Had the object been
some 500 ft. away, as Mr. A claimed, and the camera focused essentially
at infinity, the trees should be in sharper focus than the nearer car
top. Photograph number one shows the car top in sharper focus than
the trees, and the object in sharper focus than the car top.

In picture number two, the object is less sharp (portholes are

blurred, not clearly square). The clothes wirc also is somewhat out
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of focus. while the trees (40-65 ft. away in this case) are in sharper
focus than in picture number one.

One possible interpretation of these observations is that the object,
and the camera focal distance, was closer in picture number one than was
the top of the car. The object would then have been five to ten feet from
the carmera. Picture number two could have been made with the focus of
the camera set at about 30 ft. while the object was enough closer to
the camera to be noticeably out of focus.

[f the object were five fcet wway its diameter was ten inches; if
ten feet away, 20 in. Pictures duplicating Mr. A's could be produced
with a 10-12 in, modcl, focusing the camecra at five fect and 30 ft.
for the first and second pictures, respectively, and suspending the
model by find thread or monofilament fishing line. (In photo number
two the suspension could be either from the clothes line which appears

in the picture or from a fishing pole.)

Conclusions:

The relative focus ot objects in picture number one is not consis-
tent with the claim that the UFO was a large object beyond the trees in
the picture, but is consistent with an assumption that the UFO was pie
pan sized. The other discrepancies in the account discussed here also
contribute to the conclusion that these photographs would not merit
further analysis even if the originals were made available for detailed

study.
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Case 25
North Eastern
Summer 1967

Investigators: Amstrong, Levine

Abstract:
Reports of noise, flashes, and power interruptions were attri-

buted to power-line faults.

Bachground
A representative of APRO and NICAP phoned the project to

repert the following incident., On a Wednesday morning at

4:10 a.m., a man employed by an aircraft company rcported that

while driving in a northwest dircction to wori, he saw a bright

light flashing to his rear. He turned his car around, and drove back
to the location of the flashing light, and stopped at the intersec-
tion of two roads. He saw a ball he estimated to be twc and one-half
feet in diameter above trees to the northeast. He was frightened,
and left the scene to report to the nolice. He said he saw

the flash five times. The next day he stopped at the home of the
woman on whose property the trees were located. She told him that
she had seen the light.

The NICAP and APRO representative learned of the incident from
the police. He interviewed both witnesses. He then looked about the
scene of the sighting and discovered a place in some tall grass, about
30 inches high, where the grass had been flattened. The depression
in the grass was circular and abcut six to ten feet in diameter. The
grass was bent in a counter-clockwise direction. At 8:00 p.m., he
took three Polaroid pictures of the area, one of which was a close-up
of the depression. lle reported that the close-up camc out "white'"
and suggested radioactive fogging. On the basis of these reports,

Amstrong and Levine went to this area.

Investigation
The investigators met with the APRO-NICAP man three days later at
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11:00 a.m.  The aircraft employce was not available, so they copied
a tape recording of a statement he had given to the APRO-NICAP man.
The investipators then talked with the woman witness. She

reported that she had been awakened at 4:40 a.m. on Wednesday by a
noise she described as rumbling, crackling, or a "thunder sound",

but she knew it was not thunder. Through a small crack in closed
Venetian blinds, she had seen flashes of light that lit up her
bedroom bright enough to read by. The light went on and off several
times, and there were '"nine or ten rumblings." She stopped watching,
but could still hear the noise. The bright light lasted longer

than lightning, but only a few seconds. Shc reported that the

power had gone off at about 5:45 a.m. for about 45 minutes.

The investigators next examined the grassy depression. They
found no radioactivity above background level. The depression was
roughly circular, but there was little eviuence of the grass lying
counter-clockwise. The grass was of a kind that, if pushed down,
stayed down for a long time. Foot tracks that had been made in it
two days earlier were clearly visible. The investigators concluded
that (1) there was no evidence of anything unusual about the depres-
sion, and (2) the depression could have been made at any time during
the past week or longer.

They then spoke with a man who lived nearby. He reported having
seen the light and heard the noise, which he said sounded like a
power relay cutting out, between 4:30 and 6:00 a.m. He also noticed
that light came from two places, a power pole with a iransformer
on it about 300 feet from his house, and an indistinct location
down the road in the direction of the woman witness' house.

A night-light in nis room went out for 35 or 40 seconds when the
noise and flash came, and all of these effects coincided in time.
He noted that just before the sighting a heavy fog and rain had
made the branches of the trees very heavy. lle had attributed the

noise and the flashes to the power transformers.

Conclusions
In view of the reported power interruptions and the heavy fog
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and rain, it is probable that all three of the witnesses' sightings
were of flashing arcs associated with the power lines. The fog would
enhance the dispersion of the light and lend a strange quality to it

and would also facilitate high-voltage corona discharges.
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Case 26
South Pacific
Summer 1967

Investigator: C(raig

Abstract:

A 67-year-old security guard, on night Jduty at a lumber yard,
reported firing six shots at a cigar-shaped UFO, and later, finding
four of the flattered bullets which he said had fallen to the ground
after ineffective impact with the UFO. Faced with police evidence,
the guard admitted that the bullets were ones fired at a steel drum

and that the "sighting'" of the UFO was fictitious.

Background:

The witness reported firing six shots from his .38 caliber
revolver at an 80-100 ft. long, cigar-shaped UFO which was hovering at
about 50 ft. in the air at a distance of some 100 ft. The initial
report of the irncident was made at 3:50 a.m. PDT and the local police
immediately made a preliminary investigation. At 8:00 a.m. on the
same day, the witness reported finding four flattened slugs which he
said he dug out of furrows in the asphalt surface.

The witness said that after being fired at, the object rosec
slowly at first, then sped out of sight in a westerly direction. A
bluisti-green light, which surrounded the UF0, went out after the
second shot. The object made no noise until it sped away, at which

point the sound was comparable to that of an idling automobile motor.

lnvestiggtion:

A project investigator arrived at about 8:00 p.m.
By this time, the witness had changed his story saying that he had
made a mistake and was now sure that he had fired at a balloon. lle

said he shot at it only once, and that there was no visible ecffect,
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if in fact he hit it at all. 'The flattened slugs were oncs he
had saved from carlier target practice, and he had produced them
on the spur of the moment, to embcllish his UFO story.

Police investigation had showed that the furrows in the ground,
from which the bullets had allegedly beer retrieved, were made by
bullets entering them at a 30-40° angle. It appeared morc likely
that the slugs were fired directly into the asphalt, and had not
fallen to it as reported. Ilowever, the witness later asserted that
he had made the furrows with a ball-peen hammer. In addition,
police investigation had turned up a steel drum, with numerous holes
and indentations on it from tullet impact. When presented with
this evidence, the witness admitted having fired at the drum for
target practice about a month before, and said that the slugs in
question were some of thosc which had struck the drum.

There were no other reports of any unusual sightings in the

vicinity on that day.

Conclusion:
In view of the witness' own admission that he had fabricated

the story no further investigation or comment was deemed necessary.
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Case 27

North Eastern
Summer 1967
Investigator: Rothberg

Abstract:

During a '"flap'" in the North East area, the project decided
to study the feasibility of fielding an investigation in the area
with maximum instrumentation. The objective was to obtain instrumented
observations of UFOs and, if possible, to correlate sightings with
nightly exposures made by an all-sky camera. Although UFO reports
continued at high frequency during the feasibility study, less than
12 of 9,000 all-sky camera exposures contnined images not immediately
identifiable. Only two of these coincided in time and azimuth with
a sighting report. Study of one negative suggests that the image is
either that of a meteor whose path was at or nearly at a right angle to
the focal plane or that an emulsion defect or impurity is responsible
for the image. The other negative's image was identified as a

probable aircraft.

Background:

During the summer of 1967, more than 80 sightings were
reported in this North East area. The project decided to
field an investigation in the area in the hope that the wave of
sightings would continue and could be directly observed and measured
by an array of instruments. The investigator was equipped with a
car having a radio-telephone, still and motion-picture cameras, two
U.S. Army infra-ved detectors, and a Geiger counter. When on patrol
the investigator was in frequent communication with a telephone
answering service which had been retained to accept sighting reports
and record them on Early Warning report forms. The number of the

answering service was widely publicized throughout the region.
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An all-shy camera (scee Section VI, Chapter 10) was mounted in
an undisclosed location, on the well-guarded roof of a local hospital
Jdominating the arca. It was hoped that if the frequency of reports
was maintained, some of them could be correclated with all-sky camera
cxposures. The camera was operated during 17 nights. The camera made
9,000 exposures each covering a considerable area cf the night sky

over a period totalling some 150 hr.

Results:

No occasion arose in which it was possible to use any of the
instrumentation with which the project investigator had been equipped.
One UFO was seized. It was a plastic bag made into a
hot air balloon by mounting candles across its mouth ard launching

the device.

More than 100 sighting reports were filed, of which 50 were
readily explainable as natural or mcn-made phenomena, 17 were judged
to be identifiable, and 14 seemed to require further investigation.
Attempts to acquire sufficient additional information regarding the
last category were unavailing, so that no conclusion was drawn regarding
them.

Study of the two all-sky camera negatives that contained images
not immediately identifiable and that approximately coincided in time
with reported sightings was undertaken by project experts and others.
These were exposures made on two separate nights at 8:57 p.m. and
9:57 p.m. EDC.

The first frame contains a strong, elliptical spot.

No adjacent frames show any image of similar intensity., Examination
of the spot under 120X magnification shows near its center a minute
defect or contamination that could have caused spurious development,
but otherwise the spot shows the gradation of density normal to an
exposure caused by light. The image's ellipticity could indicate
motion of the light source during the exposure. Because thc image

appears on a single frame, it is regarded as cither an emulsion or
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development defect or as caused by a meteor whose path was almost
directly perpendicular to the focal plane of the camcra.

The second frame contains a light trace resembling an
airplanc track and is identified as a probablc aircraft. The sighting
report that coincides in time with this exposure, however, is so
fragmentary as to make impossiblc any firm identification of the
object reported as being the trace shown on the film.

A third frame for 4 September at 00:32 EDT was also deemed
worthy of further study by the field investigator, but project experts

report that it and adjacent frames contain only the images of stars.

Conclusions:

This investigation was of particular importance because it
offered an opportunity for study of UFOs at the time they were
reported, and for measurement of their properties using sophisticated
instrumentaion, including the all-sky camera. The fact that even
though scores ot UFOs were reported during that time, the investi-
gator could find nothing to examine with his instruments and nothing
remarkable on thousands of all-sky camera exposures with the exceptions
noted above is highly significant. We conclude that the expectation
that it might be possible to place a trained, equipped investigator
on tihe scene of an UFO sighting has a probability so low as to be

virtually nil.
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Case 28

South Pacific

Winter 1966 through Summer 1967
Investigators: Roach, Wadsworth

Abstract
Repeated sightings that began in late 1966 and recurred for many

months, arousing widespread interest, were identified as a jet aircraft

engaged in aerial refueling training practice.

Background

During late 1966, mysterious lights began to appear over the central
part of an agricultural valley in the South Pacific. Local residents
soon began to report them as UFOs, and the resultant publicity led event-
ually to investigation by NICAP and this project. These sightings,
instead of reaching a peak and tapering off, continued for many months.

By summer of 1967 interest was intense. Most of the sightings were wit-
nessed brom a site near & foothills town located at the eastern slope of
the valley.

The key witness in tl.e area was a resident (Witness 1) of the town.
He and his wife had observed, logged, and photographed UFOs on numerous
occasions during the preceding months. He also coordinated an UFO sur-
veillance network using Citizens Band radio which covered a radius of
approximately 80 miles. As principal contact in the area, he provided
background information that included names of witnesses, taped interviews,
and photographic evidence. This material proved invaluable in preliminary

assessment of the situation.

Sightings, General Information
The sightings fell into two groups: one (hereafter referred to as

the primary group) was highly homogeneous and comprised approximately
85% of the total number of sightings. Objects in the primary group

appeared as orange-white lights above the valley at night.
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These lights moved, hovered, disappeared and reappeared, and sometimes
merged with one another. This report deals with the primary group of
sightings.

Sightings from the smaller group will be reported separately, as
they form a hetcrogeneous assortment that is clearly discontinuous
with the primary group.

Photographs

The high frequency of primary-group sightings provided Witness I
with numerous opportunities to take pictures with a tripod-mounted
Rolleiflex camera. The resulting photographs, while providing no
answers to what the objects were, did constitute firmer evidence

than the unsupported testimony of witnesses .

Area Features

a. The ranch home of Witness I was located in the foothills
east of the valley and 1800 ft. above the valley floor.

b. The view from the ranch was unobstructed from southeast to
southwest. Foothills in the foreground obscured in the distant hori-
zon from northwest to northeast.

c. Most observations from the home of Witness I were from the
rear patio, which faced south with a full view of the unobstructed
horizon as well as parts of the foreground foothills to the east
and west. In most instances he , alone, made the observations.

d. Most sightings were to the southwest over the valley floor.

e. Area residents habitually sat outside at night during the
summer because of the heat. This practice contributed to the fre-
quency of sightings.

f. The recurrence of sightings excited the people in the area,

thereby causing an increase in reports of low reliability.

Investigation

After detailed discussions with local NICAP people, including
Witness 1 and his wife, project investigators decided to try to ob-
serve the UFOs themselves. On the night of 12 August they saw nothing
unusual. On 13 August, however, the following events occurred:

A+ 10:30 p.m. a light appeared low in the southern sky, travelling

512




approximately 10°/sec. After about 10 sec., more detail became visible
and the object was identified as probably an aircraft with conventional
running lights and an anti-collision beacon.

Meanwhile, another light had appeared to the east of the presumed
aircraft, travelling west at a similar angular rate. This light was not
obviously an aircraft, but appeared as a dull or nge light that varied
somewhat in intensity as it moved. The object could have been an air-
craft. Witness I, however, said that it was exactly the kind of thing
that had been reported frequently as an UFO. He was disappointed that
it had not been as near and bright as he had observed on other occasions.

After about 15 sec., the UFO, which had been travelling horizontally
westward, seemed to flicker and then vanished. The original object con-
tinued eastward, disappearing in the distance in a ma.ner consistant with
its identification as an aircraft. Duration of both observations was
less than a minute.

On 14 August Wadsworth and Witness I drove to a village 20 miles
south of the sighting area, where several sightings had been reported,
and west and northwest toward towns A, B, and C. This area, had been
most frequently indicated by observers as the apparent location of the
UFOs. However, interviews with area residents disclosed no significant
information.

Another sky watch that evening by Wadsworth, Witness I and his wife
(Roach had gone) yielded nothing unusual until midnight. At 12:00 a.m.
and again at 12:42 a.m. on 15 August UFOs were observed. They hovered,
moved horizontally, and vanished. They appeared as bright orange lights
showing no extended size and varying in intensity. Wadsworth thought
they might be low-flying aircraft on flight paths that produced illusory
hovering, but they could not be identified as such. Witness I described
the lights as ''good solid sightings," typical of the recurrent UFO sight-
ings in the area. One of the sightings was later confirmed in all
essentials by two women, who lived nearby.

The Monday night sighting was reported by telephone to the base
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UFO officer at a nearby Air Force base. He stated that no aircraft from
that base iad been in the air at the time of the sighting.

Project investigators then instituted a surveillance plan for the
night of 15-16 August. About 9:00 p.m., Wadsworth drove to a fire look-
out tower atop a mountain near the sighting area. This lookout, the
highest in the area, afforded an optimum view over the entire valley.
lHe carried a transceiver to communicate with Witness | in the town of
sighting tor coordination of sighting observations, and was accompanied
by a local NICAP member. Also present were the resident fire lookouts
at the station,

At midnight orange lights appeared successively over the vally in
the direction of towns A, B and C (see map, figure 3). ‘These lights,
observed simultaneously by Wadsworth and Witness 1, appeared to brighten,
dim, go out completely, reappear, hover, and move about. Sometimes two
of them would move together for a few moments and then separate. This
beha ior continued for an hour-and-a-half.

The mountain vantage point afforded a much more comprehensive view
of the phenomena than did the valley town site. It was possible to
ot .erve a general pattern of movement that could not have been seen from
below, because the north end of this pattern was over Town C, which was
not visible from the sighting town. Even with binoculars Wadsworth had
to study the pattern for more than an hour before he could begin to under-
stand what was happening.

Essentially, the lights made long, low runs from Town C toward Town B,
which was not visible from the sighting town. Even with binoculars Wads-
worth had to study the pattern for more than an hour before he could begin
to understand what was happening. At other times they appeared to hover,
flare up, then go out completely. Witness 1 believed that the lights
flared up in response to signals he flashed at them with a spotlight. Many
of his flashes were followed by flare-ups of the UFOs, but to Wadsworth

these flare-ups appeared coincidental.
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Obscrvations lasting about two hours convinced Wadsworth that
the lights were aboard aircraft operating out of an Air Force base in
Town C. He was finally able to see the lights move along what was
apparently a runway, then lift off, circle southward, and go through
the behavior previously described before returning to land at Castle,
It should be pointed out that none of this pattern was obvious, even
to the NICAP man some thirty miles away, and visibility was limited
by haze. In checking further with the base, it was learned that most
of the aerial activity there involved tankers and B-52s in practice
refuelling operations. Between 400 and 500 sorties were launched
each month, day and night. These planes carried lazrge spotlights
that were switched on and off repeatedly during training. This
feature explains the flare-ups and the disappear-reappear phenomena,
that had been observed from the town. The apparent hovering is
accounted for by the fact that part of the flight pattern was on a
heading towards the observer. The closing behavior followed by
separation was the refuelling contact. Maps supplied by the AFB
showed flight patterns consistent with these sightings as to the
objects' locations, motions, and disappearance-reappearance-flare-
up behavior. (See fig. 3, p. 514) Since these objects were essen-
tially identical to those seen the previous night, it was assumed
that the UFO officer had been in error when he stated that no air-

craft activity had originated at the Air Force base.

Summary and Conclusion

The sightings were of interest for two reasons. Fiist, the
phenomena were strange enough to defy simple explanation. Second,
they were on a large enough scale to arouse widespread interest,
Sighting frequency was high and did not decline with time.

However, the sightings were not individually spectacular,
being essentially lights in the night sky. This case is an example
of conventional stimuli (aircraft) that, by their unusual behavior,
lighting, and flight naths, presented an unconventional appearance
to witnesses.

Before the project investigation, observers had become loosely

organized around Witness I, who logged sightings, taped interviews
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with witnesses, and obtained photographs of the objects. He also

called on Los Angeles NICAP for further assistance. But one thing

that apparently no observer did was to drive across the valley to

the Air Force base while sightings were occurring. There may have been

two reasons for this omission., First, Witness I had phoned the base

on several occasions to report sightings, and had been erroneously but

authoritatively informed that the sightings could not be accounted for

by planes based locally. Second, few observers were seeking a con-

ventional explanation that would dispel the intriguing presence of UFOs.

Even then the sightings were identified by Wadsworth, Witness I was

loath to accept the aircraft explanation. Thus a solution was not forth-

coming from the local situation, which had reached a kind of equilibrium.
After examining the previously compiled information, project in-

vestigators decided a more direct approach was needed. The methods of

inquiry and observations that they used resulted in the discovery of

a pattern of behavior readily identified with aircraft activity origi-

nating from the local air base.
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Case 29

North Eastern

Summer 1967

Investigators: C(raig, Levine

Abstract:

Six to 16 bright lights, appearing and disappearing in
sequence, were seen by several independeat witnesses. Some
witnesses reported seeing the outline of an object to which the
lights were apparently attached. Investigation showed that the
lights were ALA-17 flares dropped from a B-52 aircraft as nart of

an USAF aircrew training program.

Background:

At least 17 witnesses in ten independent groups reported
seeing six to 16 bright objects or as many lights associated with
a single object, in the northeastern sky at about 9:30 p.m. EDT.
Most of the reports indicated that the lights were visible for
10-15 sec., although a few claimed durations up to five minutes.

The first report was made by a group of six teenagers who
said they saw a noiseless '"flying saucer" with six yellow lights
200 ft. in the air over the concession stand on the beach. They
reported the object to be about 20-35 ft. across with a '"round
thing on the top and bottom."

Publication of this report was followed by numerous reports
of similar observations that had been made at the same time. These
observations were from four different beaches, an airport, and a
fishing boat off-shore. The reports varied in detail, but agreed
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