i, TR, ~ oo s SR AT L TR T R s r L e et m 2 T

AD 678 167

A STUDY OF COGN'TIVE AND AFFECTIVE ATTITUDES
H. Tajfel

Oxford University
Oxford, England

1967

P N e . I 1)




Btz

P - - -
e,

. . < v I -
. - A E.;‘ () »Q; R § ‘ \‘ AReofoduced b the
. } 3 8-23&9 CLEARINGHOUSE
for Facteral Sziantitic & Technicei
information Springfisld Ya. 2215t

)

fr&mm GRART AF-EGAR 4-96

@ "

A study of cogmitive and affective attitudes

N
@©
D
@ H. Taifel
S
R

University of Oxford, Englend
and
Center for Advanced Study in the Behaviorsl Sciene
Stanford, California (1966-867)

. .
‘JL;L___J\_.,J~

i FINAL REPORT

Nutiomslism has become once sgain a powerful force fm world
affaire. We have learned from ¢th+ past that this forze cen geive for
constructive or destructive puvrposes, t™at it can become an {important
factor in the development of 2 countyry’a rssources snd potentialities,
but chat 1t can slgso unlessh ummanegeable conflicts, The detormining
conditions wnder which one or the other hayvens are largely pol.:ieal,
socizl and economic, But it 18 alwo true that these various con-
d{tions sve relsated o psycholegliesl procusses responsible for the
panner io which stticudes of wptionsl affiliszion develop smonget
the citizenn of & comtry. A clesrer umd@wﬂtamdinzftheae psychological

processes ig particularly impoviant todsy, when {nteracpendence of

many countriesr of the world is an established political fact, The mein

purpose of the research undertsken under the Afx Force Grant EOAR 4-66 )
wan to explove some aspects of this problem in several countrics of
the Westevn world,

The problem with which the research was epeciifcally concerned

{8 *kep of the development of netlonzl effil] “ions and of attitudes
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towarde foreign countries fa children. Thers i3 a gzocd dsal of evidence
in psychology 2bout the continuity of certain patterus ef atiitudes

from childhood to sduithood., OCur attewpte to understand the lexture of

national affiliacions which are likely to become imcreasingly irnoriant

to the Western world in the tw -ty years to come must therefors inciude

gathering ~f morve information about their i{nc.pien: and formative nature
in the child, The main empirical fssuss with which the resesrch deai:

can be specified g2 follows:

(a) 1Is there evidence for a consensus {n children between the
ages of & and 12 (i.e., from the bag.nning of school age) in theis
structure of preferences concerning selected foreign countries?

(b) What is the relation of thess preferencez te the information
that the children have about the sewe foreipn countries?

{c) 1Is there evidence for thas development of affilfation with the
¢hild's own country at that =ge?

(d) What is the relation between the child's system of preferences
towards verious foreign countries and his perception of similarity or
diss.zilarity of these countriss tw hiz owa country and £o fach olher?

(e) To what extent is the child capable of perceiving ralations
between nationsls of warious countries from the point of view other than
that of his own country, and how does thie capacity ywlave to his syetem
of preferences?

(f) To what extent the parception of similsrity or dissimilarity
to othar groups 10 a detCerminant of friendly or hostile behavior towards
them? (This part of the research was done cutsida the context of

netional attitudss).
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I nddition to these principal regearch issues, & few other minor
studies wera conducted in which the -voblems investigated {inc’ :led:
the e¥fucts of comlies on national attitudes; tie relation of preferences

to thre sgsinllation of new information; the relation of sociail class of

o

ehild oo his knowledge about, and attitudes toward, his own and other
countrieg, Az the resuits of these latter dies require further work
of statigtical analysis; they will be reported in detail at & later
stage.

fa} Chtldrzn’s consensus concerning preferences for related
forelgn countr.ed,

This study was conducted in England, Scetland, Austris, Belgium and
Grepceé. The seme four foreign countries were used inu all these locations
for assqesing the development of a firm structuie of preferences; these
wera: Amerisa, Rueeis, France, Germany., The .lmplest way to summsriy-
the resuity Lis to state that in all the European locations used there
war # clesy *»wnd towards preferences arranged in the following order
from mosi to least preferred: Awerica, France, Germany, Russfa, The
second main finding ie that, though this pattern 1s already cleer at
the age of 6 te 7, it becomes incressingly swre convincing as the
children grow older., Thus, in Britein the differences between the youu,2r
&ud the ol”ur children are in the following direction: kighly significant
incraase witn age of prafere—ce for America; highly a{gnificant decresse
with age of preferenze for Cermany and Russiz; no zignificant trend wit.
spe of preference for France, In Belglum, “ere {s &n increase with age

of preference for Amarica and France, 2 decresase with age of preference
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for Pussle, and ne significant trend for prefersnce for rmeany, In
Grescy, the only significent trend with age is a decreass of preference
fFor GummaLy, Im Austria, there arz highly signiffcant treands for im-
sxasse with age of preference for America and 2 decreate of prererence
for Russin; while France and Germany remain stable, Thug, with the one
exception for Greece, there is a general consensus concerning the
development of atritudes towards America and Russia, not caly within
each cI the covntries studied but sleo between the European countries.
The study included not only an assessment of preferences hut also
of the children’s perception of internations. rzlations, with regard to
friendships bel reen their own country and the four foreign countries and
between these four countries, lere alec, there are some high concordances
in the childreu’s judgments., For exsmple, assessment of relations of
own c~untry with America as fricndly varies from 90.5% of the subjects
in Britain to 70,1 perceni of the subjects in Greece. The general
percaption of relations of the four countries wi.h own count- . as friendly

fellows the following orders from most to least.

In Britain: America, France, Germany, Russia
In Belgilum: France, Americs, Rug a, Germany
In Greece: France, America, Russis, Germany

In Austria: Germany, Frsnce, America, Russia

The differences between the countries in this last set of findings
are perhaps ae irnteresting as the sieiiarities previously discussed. The
consenaus, however, remains (with the exception of Germany fur Austrian
children) in the perception of America and France as more frierdly than

Germany and Ruasia,




{k) The problem of re itions bet ewen prefersace . vd imrorzetion
was attacked ap & part of the study deecribed above, On the vhole,
comparisons were made between the children's consensug concerniug the
correct knowledge of factual items of informa.ion about the four
countries (such &8 the fact that both America and Russia are larger
than both France and Germany) with their ccmsensus as to which countries
tuey preferred, The over-all finlding fz that both knowledge of respective
sizes and higher preference for America and France are very highly
crystallized at the age of 8 to 11, At the age of 6-8§, the consensus
for preference judgmente is higher than the consensus of correct size
judgments in Britain, Belgium and Austria, Neither of the two reaches
a8 level of statistical significance for Greece.

(c) The evide for the existence of unational sfifliation iv
children from 6 to 11,

A special method wae devised for this study {n which the children
expresged their liking for each of a set of 7! photographs of young men
especially prepared for this purposz, snd also categoriiesd the photo-
grephs inte two groups--those they thought to be of their own nationality
and those they thought to be alien. The relation between the two sets
of data provided an index of "preference” for own national group. The
study wae conducted {n Engiand, Scotland, Belgiuwm, Holland, Austria,
Itsly and Isrsel. The same zet of photographs was used in all the
locations, apart from Israel and Italy where additionz: 2-ts2 were used,
Some local veriations were introduced in the studies coaducted i{in England,

Scotland, Relgium, Italy snd Isrsel in order to obtain fnforwstion about




special probleme, namely: the processes of national affiliation in a
situation where dirtinet ethnic or nationgl groups compose the nation-
state (England, Scotland, Belgium and Isrsel); and the prouvlem of the
developwent in children of phvsical stereotypes of thelr own nation (a
comparison of Italian with the other European data).

The findings of this study are multiple and complex, Their main
features may be summarized as follows:

(1) In all the locations *here is a highly significant preference
for ~wn national group.

{2) This does not apply when a national or ethnic sub-group is
traditionally less clearly identified with the nation-state. Thus,
rasults were not gignifica. > for the dichotomy Scottish-not Scottish in
Scotland, while they were significant in Scotland for the dichotomy of
British~not British introduced in a seperaie study; in the s:zme way, fu
the Israel! study, there was a clearer identification with the nation-
state of photographs of Furopean origin than of photographs of COriental
origin despite the fact that the population of the state iz alwmost
svenly divided becween groups of tnese two origins. This finding applied
to groupe of children who were both of Eurcpean and of Oriental origin,

(3) Ir . . ttuation of scute awareness of =g, .ate naticual f{dentity
of one of the subgroupe foiming the nation-state (which is not the case
in Scotland, and even leas so in the Oriental group 1. Israel), there {s
in children evidance of identification both with the nation~state and
with the separste group, In the Belgian study Flewish children were
waed, Ons group worked in terms of a dichotowmy Belglan-uct Belgian;

another in terms of s dichotomy of Flemish-oot Flemish, Significant




e

evidence of affiliation was ohbtained from both groups,.

(4) From 2 comparison of the Italian with other E ropeen data,
there 1§ evidencr that some time between t:2 ages of 6 and 11, children
develop some form of a notion about the general physical stereot pe of
their own national group which they uze with a fair degree of consist-
en~y in the upper half of our sge range.

Other findings from thig study cre of theoretical interest in the
area of the cogritive and affective basis for children': judgents. They
w.ll be reported in the detail-d publications emerying from the project.

(d) Relations between the child's systrm of preferences and his
perception similority and dissimilarity between various countgies,

This I8 an {asue of consideiable theoretical rsud practica! {mportauce.
To what extent {s it true that e~ {increase in the perception of general
similarity of various human groups {(or countries) is related to the
manner in which a child constructs his matrix of preferences? An . x-
ploratory study on thie {ssue was conducted within the project in Leiden,
Holland., Childrer engaged ir varlocus tasks, one of which consisted of
a determination of pe2rceived similaricy betwesn a rumber of countries,
and ancther in a specificetion of thelr relative preferences for the
same countries, The resii:s show & close correspondence between the
two systems, {.e,, that the more simi{lar any two countriaes are perceived
to be, the nearer they will he to one another in the geners. order cf
rreferences.

(e) Relations between preferences and the capacity to perceive

relations beatween individunls from the point of view other than that
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of own nationel group,

A atudy on this problem ~as condreted in Oxford, England. The
method was too elavorat. to be degsribed lLere {n detail, It invol-ed
the child {n taking concrete decisioms in spec!fic situations fo
nationsls of his own and other countries., Two general bases fo  these
decisions wvere discovered: a patriotic preference for own ~ountry; and
& gensral norm of fairness, With regard to the application of these
foundations of . hoice tc cationale of foreign cuuntries, the foliowing
pattern of resuits emerged: children who responded exclusively con the
basis of preference for their c.n country were not able in many cases
to concaive that the national of & country they disliked wouid also
respond on the basis of his preference for his own country, and ch{ldren
who responded on the geneval bassis of fa{rness tended to zssume that the
ngtionals of a country they disliked would be iess capable tc act on
that basis than nationals of & country which was highly praferred.

{f} kelation of pervcept on of similarity 2nd dissimilarity to
bshavior toward another group.

In this study no iitempt was mmde to {ntroduce :xplicitly the issue
of naticnaif{ty., Its aim wag to explore further one of the fundawental
and general aapects of the findings described in (d4) abt~ve., Groups of
boys were engaged in a competi{tive game with other groupa which they
had never aet, neither during the game ror befo.e2. 1Two evpavimental
conditions were used which differed in the nature of .he {oformat{on
that t! - boys had about the gencral similarity or dissizilar{ty between
their own and the cospeting grovn, Ome of the studies conducted in

Oxford, provided striking evidence of the relsticon bu.wes: assumed




gimilarity to the other group &nd ~he degree of gencroeiry shown to !
that group., The second study, conducted {in Utrecht, Holland; specified
thegse results further, ahowing that this relationrhip was not staole
but dependent upon the personality type of the boyes engaged in the
game,
Conclusion

The findings des.ribed above point toward the need for rurther
{-tense res.arch into the development of national attitudes {n children
for resasous which are both of theoretical and practical nature,
Theoretically, we neesd to kniw more about the manner in which & human
being rels"-s himpelf to the large groupe of which he is a number, The
practical fssues are fairly obvious: the system of preferences and the
informacion that children zesimiiste about thelr own and other countriss
sriginate {rom the various soclal and educational {nfivences which
impinge upon them. The children of todey are the adult ciri{zens of
tomorrow, and a8 closer underatanding of the processes which upderiie
their nsti{cnal and i{nte-national attitudes can be lmmeasurebly helpful
{in the planning and prediction of long-terw developments,
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