67,8
VS S

JAPANESE NIGHT COMBAT

PART 3 OF 3 PARTS

SUPPLEMENT:

NIGHT COMBAT EXAMPLES

LIBRARY
ARMED FORCES STAFF COLLEGE

HEADQUARTERS
UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES, FAR EAST
AND
EIGHTH UNITED STATES ARMY
MILITARY HISTORY SECTION
JAPANESE RESEARCH DIVISION

20090410 005



JAPANESE NIGHT COMBAT

Part 3 of 3 Parts
SUPPLEMENT :

NIGHT COMBAT EXAMPLES

HEADQU ARTERS
UNITED STATES ARMY FCRCES, FAR FAST
and
EIGHTH UNITED STATES ARMY
MILITARY HISTORY SECTION
Japanese Research Division



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Example No 1 Night Attack Against Mt Kungchangling by the
2d Division During the husso-Japanese War

Maps
No 1 Disposition of Friendly and Enemy Farces in the
¥t Kungchangling Area, 22 Aug 1904
Mo 2 Progress of Night Attacks, 2d Division,
26 Aug 1904
No 3 Progress of Night Attack, 4th Infantry Regiment,
26 Aug 1904

Example No 2 Night Attack by the 2d Battalion -of the
17th Infantry Regiment in the Viecinity of
Nantienmen, North China

Maps
No 1 Progress of Operation, Kawahara Raiding Force,
21 - 27 Apr 1933
No 2 Progress of Night Attack, 2d Battalion,

17th Infantry Regiment, 28 Apr 1933

Example No 3 Night Attack by the 1l4th Division on the
Banks of the Tatse Ho (River) in North China

389

q

295

397

402

407

g

413

415

421



No 1

No 2

No 3

No L

Sketch

Exarple No L

No 1

No 2

Sketch

Sketch

Example No 5

Maps and Sketch
Progress of Chochou and Paoting Engagements,
1L - 27 Sept 1937

Deployment of Enemy and Friendly Forces,
21 Sept 1937

Progress of Actions by Right Pursuit Unit,
22 Sept 1937

Progress of Attack of 50th Infantry Regiment
in Huangtsun Area, 22 Sept 1937

Attack of 9th Company, 22 Sept 1937

Night Break-through by the Main Body of
the First Army at the Beginning of the
Chungyuan Battle, May 1541

Maps and Sketches

Plan of Chungyuan Battle, May 1941

Plan of Break-through by the Main Body of
the First Army, May 1941

Break Through Plan and Disposition of the
37th Division, 7 May 154l

Disposition of Left Flank Force of 37th Division,

7 May 1911

Night Attack by the 1lst Battalion of the
75th Infantry Regiment Against Changkufeng
(Fill) in July 1938

390

L37

Lh3
LL9

Page

LS55

L57

L6l

L67

L71

Page

L77



Maps and Sketch

Page
No 1 Disposition of Japanese and Enemy Forces in
Changkufeng Area, 30 July 1938 L79
Sketch  Disposition of Enemy Position on Changkufeng
. Hill, 30 July 1938 L87
No 2 Progress of Night Attack of 1lst Battalion,
2 75th Infantry Regiment, 30 July 1938 L9l
Page
Example No 6 Night Attack by the 228th Infantry Regiment
Against the Kowloon Line, North of Hong Kong,
December 1941 499
Maps
No 1 Disposition of Japanese and Enemy Forces,
9 Dec 1911 501
No 2 Progress of Battle South of Chengmen Reservoir,
9 Dec 1941 505
Page
Example No 6a Attack on Position on the South Side of Hill
255 by the 10th Company of the 3d Battalion
of the 228th Infantry Regiment at Kowloon
in December 19LkL 511
Map
No 1 Attack of the 10th Company Against Enemy Fire
Positions; 9 Dec 19l1 513
Page

Example No 6b A Night Attack by the Goto Platoon of the
6th Company of the 228th Infantry Regiment
During the Occupation of Hong Kong 517




Map

Page
No 1l Attack of Goto Platoon Against Enemy Pillboxes,
18 Dec 1941 519
Page
Example No 7 Night Attack by the 215th Infantry Regiment
in the Vieinity of Kuzeik in South Burma 523
Map
No 1 Attack of 215th Infantry Regiment in Kuzeik Areas,
11 Feb 1942 525
Page
Example No 8 The Establishment of Raiding-infiltration
Tactics by the Eighteenth Army in New Guinea
and the Formation of the Takasago Volunteer
Unit 529
Sketch
Sketch Movement of Raiding Infiltration Attack Unit,
in Buna and Giruwa Sectors, Late Dec 1942 531
Page
Example No 9 Night Attack by the Kawaguchi Detachment
on Guadalcanal 537
Maps
No 1 Disposition and Attack Plan, Kawaguchi
Detachment, 29 Aug - 7 Sept 1942 539
No 1a Defensive Disposition of the Kawazuchi
Detachment, 12 Sept 1942 sL3

392



Maps

No 2 Progress of Attack, Kawaguchi Detachment,
12 - 1l Sept 1942

No 3A Hydrographic Chart of Guadalcanal

No 3B Aerial Photograph of Lunga Area

Example No 9a Summary of the 2d Battalion Attack on the
Night of 13 September 19L2

Maps and Sketch

No 1 Disposition of Enemy and Friendly Forces and
Attack Plan of Seventeenth Army, 13 Oct 19L2

Sketeh  Situation of Enemy Positions, 20 Oct 1942

No 2 Progress of Attack of 24 Division,
20 - 25 Oet 1942

No 3 Aerial Photograph of Lunga Sector

Example No 11 Niguto Attack by the Nakai Detachment in the
Vicinity of Kesewa, New Guinea

' Maps
No 1 Situation Before Commencement of Fighting,
1 Dec 1943
No 2 Attack Plan of Nakal Detachment, 8 Dec 1943

393

Example No 10 Night Attack of the 2d Division on Guadalcanal

547
553
557

Page

565
571

575
581

Page

587

589
593




Map

Page
No 3 Movement of No 2 Kesewa Surprise Attack "nit,
7 Dec 1943 595
Page
Example No 12 Night Attack by the Eighteenth Army near
Mtape, New Guinea in July 1944 599
Maps
No 1 Disposition of Enemy and Friendly Forces,
3 July 19hl 601
No 2 Enemy Positions and Attack Plan of the
Eighteenth Army, 10 July 19LhL 603
No 3 Disposition of Units of 20th Division and
237th Infantry Regiment, 10 July 19LL 611
No L Progress of Attack, 237th Infantry Regiment,
10 July 194k 615

394



Example 1. Night Attack Against Mt Kungchangling by the 2d Division
During the Russo-Japanese War. (Based on the Battle
Report of the 2d Division, First Army.) (See Maps No. 1
and No. 2) ‘

In early August 1904, Field Marshal Oyama, Commander-in-Chief of
the Manchuria Army, ordered the First, Second and Fourth Armmies to
commence a mass offensive toward Liaoyang area before the arrival of
powerful reinforcements for the Russian Army.

The First Army which had becen conducting the operations alorg
the Antung - Liaoyang Road since April of that same year had broken
through the Russian forces in the vicinity of Mt Matienling and Mt
Yangtzuling during June and July, and had been undertaking prepara-
tions for the nmext offensive operation against Russian forces which
were firmly entrenched in positions in the Hungshaling ~ Tatientm
Sector. At that time, the First Army was composed of the Guard
Division, the 2d Division, and the 12th Division.,

Enemy positions confronting the First Amy were semipermanent
installations which had been constructed several months earlier.
Located on top of rugged mountains and defended by four divisions,
they were virtually invulnerable. Owing to the fact that the terrain
in the vicinity of the battlefield consisted entirely of rugged
mountains and deep valleys, it was extremely difficult for our forces
to establish artillery positions, except in the vicinity of the
Liaoyang Road. The strength of the positions, the terrain of the
battlefield and ratio of strength were all favorable to the enemy

and the only thing which could be considered unfavorable was the fact
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that the position was extensive, having a width of more than 40
kilometers.

Maintaining close contact with all its subordinate divisions,
the First Army had been studying attack procedures since mid-August
and finally decided to commit its main body to a night attack and
effect a break through in the center of the enemy position, taking
advantage of a weak point. On 22 August, the Army issued an attack
order which read generally as follows:

1. The Army plans to attack the enemy forces in the Taan-
pino and Liaoyang Road areas on the 26th, committing its main body
and an element.

2. The 12th Division (less one mountain gun battery) will
launch an attack on the enemy forces north of Mt Chipanling at dawn
of the 26th.

3. Before daybreak of the 26th, the 2d Division (less the
cavalry regiment and one field artillery battalion) plus one moun-
tain gun battery of the 12th Division will attack the enemy forces
disposed in the area between Mt Kungchangling and Hill 300, south-
west of Tzekou. *

L. Beglnning at dusk of the 26th, the Guard Division
together with the cavalry regiment and one field artillery battalion
of the 2d Division will carry out an attack on the enemy forces in
the vicinity of Tatientzu on the Liaoyang Road.

At that time, the 2d Division had concentrated its strength at
a point about 10 to 15 kilometers from the enemy position and had
been undertaking preparations for attack. The piau to employ the
2d Division in the night attack on Mt Kungchangling was decided prior
to the issuance of the order and the 2d Division Commander had already

directed all forces under his command to undertake terrain reconnais-

sance. Although the area between the friendly outposts and enemy
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positions was extremely hazardous, owing to the fact that both fri-
endly and enemy patrols and reconnaissance units were engaged in
activities, by the 26th, most of the officers were familiar with the
terrain in the vicinity of the attack objectives.

The enemy had constructed defensive installations along the
crest line in the area extending from the high grounds north of Mt
Kungchangling to Hill 300, southwest of the same sector, and it was
estimated that its artillery positions were located near Mt Kung-
changling. 'In addition, there were some defensive installations on
the high grounds southwest of Hill 260 and south of Changchiakou.
Enemy lookouts were stationed in the vicinity of Hill 260 and Chang-
chiakou, and friendly patrols made frequent contacts. In the Mt
Kungchangling area, enemy lookouts were posted on the high ground
west of Kaochiakou. Skirmishes between small unite took place occa-
sionally in the Hochiaputzu, Tivaiputzu, and Hsiawengputzu areas.
The high grourds south of Kaochiakou were occupied alternately by
the enemy and friendly forces. Also con Taheishan friendly patrols
occasionally made contacts with enemy patrols. Reconnaissance indi-
cated that the enemy's mssed strength was located in the vicinity
northwest of the ravines and Hill 300 in the Tzekou Valley.

Upon receipt of the First Army Order on 22 August, Lt Gen Nishi,
commander of the 2d Division, issued the following order for attack
on 24 August:

1. Before daybreak of the 26th, the Division will launch
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attacks on the enemy forces located in the area between Mt Kungchang-
ling and Hill 300 situated southwest of Tzekou.

2. After sunset of the 25th, the 3d Infantry Brigade (the
Lth and 29th Regiments; plus owo cavalry squads) will depart from
Mt Wuchialing and the saddle north of Houwu, and before dawn of the
26th,will commence an attack on the enemy forces located in the area
between the high ground approximately 1,500 meters south of the
saddle of Mt Kungchangling and Hill 300 situated southwest of the
sector.

3. After sunset of the 25th, the 15th Infantry Brigade
(the 16th Infantry Regiment and the 2d Battalion of the 30th Infan-
try Regiment; plus one cavalry and engineer platoon) will demart
from Hsihuangnikou, and before dawn of the 26th, will launch attacks
on the enemy forces located between Mt Kungchangling and the high
ground about 1,500 meters south of Mt Kungchangling.

L. The 30th Infantry Regiment (less the 2d Battalion) will
be designated as the division reserve force and will concentrate its
strength at Mt Santaoling before sunset of the 25th.

5. By sunset of the 25th, the 3d Cavalry Company (less one
platoon and two squads) will assemble at Mt Santaoling.

6. Before sunset of the 25th, the Field Artillery Regiment
(less one battalion) plus one engineer battalion will concentrate
its strength in the area south of Hsihuangnikou. Later, it will
follow the 15th Infantry Brigade, take a position in the area west
of Hsikou and establish necessary installations.

The mountain gun battery assigned from the 12th Divisior
will assemble at Kt Santaoling before sunset of the 25th. It will
later proceed behind the 3d Infantry Brigade and establish positions
in the vicinity of the high ground about 1,500 meters northeast of
Hill 260. One engineer company will be assigned to assist the bat-
tery in the establishment of its jpositions.

The 2d Division Commander directed all officers and men to wear
white armbands about 15 c¢m wide on their left amms during the night
attack in order to facilitate identification.

Over-all Progress of the Night Attacks. (Based on the Battle Report
of the 2d Division.) (See Map No. 2.)

In accordance with the division order, 211 forces departed from
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the designated points after sunset on the 25th. The .3d Brigade con-
centrated its strength in the Shangwengchiaputzu area at 2100 hours
and routed enemy lookout units stationed on the high grounds extend-
ing from Hill 260 to the area northeast of the hill. At 0130 hours
on the 26th, it commenced an advance in the valley near Chatzukou

in extended formation and about 0300 hours, it approached the crest
line, extending about 2,000 meters westward from the grade-change
point of the high ground situated approximately 1,500 meters south
of Mt Kungchangling, with the 4th Regiment on the right and the 29th
Regiment on the left.

The enemy was emplaced on the ridges of all the high ground in
front of the 3d Brigade position. These troops opened fire on the
3d Brigade as soon as it reached the vicinity of Chatzukou, but the
3d Brigade did not return the fire and approached the enemy's main
position utilizing the protection afforded by the valleys and spurs
in the area. The difference in elevation between Chatzukou and the
crest line where the main enemy position was located, was 100 to 180
meters. Despite the rugged terrain and steep grades, braving the
heavy fire the 3d Brigade routed the enemy to the north and occupied
the main positions about 0400 hours. The two infantry regiments
suffered heavy casualties in this assault and the 4th Infantry Regi-
ment lost its commander, Lt Col Yoshida.

The 15th Infantry Brigade massed its strength in the area west

of Titaiputzu shortly after 2300 hours and approached the enemy
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positions from the high ground west of Kaochiakou. Although the
terrain in the area was rugged and the main enemy position was
approximately 200 meters above the attacking brigade, the enemy
offered only slight resistance and fired sporadically. The 15th
Brigade succeeded in penetrating the enemy position without firing
a single shot ard had routed all enemy forces by about O4OO hours
on the 26th, occupyirng the crest line extending about 1,500 meters
southward from the south of the saddle of Mt Kurngchangling.

It being a clear night with a full moon, objects were visible
at a distance of 200 to 300 msters. For this reason our forces were
subjected to enemy fire, however, it facilitated our movement. The
moonlight made it possible for all friendly forces to reach their
objectives in an orderly manner and to launch assaults without los-
ing their bearings while advancing in the rugged terrain of this
mountainous area.

Note: Some veterans say that the weather was partly cloudy and

the moon was covered occasionally by drifting clouds.
They claim that, although the night was of medium bright-

ness, the visible range was approximately 150 meters.
At all events, there is no doubt that it was a moonlit

night.
The mountain artillery battery which was assigned from the 1l2th

Division established its position near the high ground northeast of
Hill 260 with the assistance of the lst Engineer Company. The three
field artillery batteries established their pasitions at the designat-
ed points and the division's reserve force assembled in the area
south of Shangwengchiaputzu before dawn. Each force was prepared for
battle after daybreak.
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The casualties suffered by the 2d Division during this night

attack are shown below:

Killed in Action Wounded
Unit Officers | NCO & Privates | Officers | NCO & Privates
Lth Infantry
Regiment > 53 11 184
Regiment
16th Infantry
Regiment e = 131
30th Infantry
Regiment C 0 2 88
Total: 9 150 28 554

Progress of the 4th Infantry Regiment. (Based on Speech by General
Miura.) (See Map No., 3.)

Maj Gen Matsunaga, Commander of the 3d Infantry Brigade,
planned to carry out the night attack by using as front line forces,
the 29th Infantry Regiment on the left and the 4th Infantry Regiment
on the right, with the 2d Battalion of the 4th Infantry Regiment in
reserve. Under this plan, the forces were to commence the advance
at 0200 hours on the 26th from the vieinity of Chatzukou and occupy
the enemy position by Q400 hours.

Lt Col Yoshida, Commander of the 4th Infantry Regiment, deploy-

ed the lst Battalion on the left and the 3d Battalion on the right,
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and ordered the forces to advance for the assault from both sides

of Iwayama. Together with the reserve (the 4th and 9th Companies),
the regimental commander followed the 3d Battalion. This assault
disposition was employed because it was believed that it would be
difficult for the enemy to station troops on Iwayama, a towering
jagged mountain. (However, as soon as the two battalions of the 4th
Infantry Regiment commenced the advance, enemy troops suddenly
appeared on Iwayama and opened heavy fire on the flank of the two
battalions. Therefore, Brigade Commander, Maj Gen liatsunaga, order-
ed the Brigade reserve (the 2d Battalion of the 4th Infantry Regi-
ment less the 6th Company) to capture Iwayama immediately.

The 2d Battalion which had been eagerly awaiting the opportunity
to take part in the battle, charged resolutely toward Iwayama. The
7th Company advanced along the central crest line, followed by the
battalion headquarters and the 5th Company. The 8th Company, the
front line force on the right, advanced by way of the right slope.
Because of the heavy enemy fire and rugged terrain, it encountered
considerable difficulty in advancing and the formation of both com-
panies became confused. Nevertheless, the 7th Company finally scaled
the summit, broke through the enemy lines and occupied the position.

1st Lt Miura (later, General Miura) adjutant of the 2d Battalion,
who was inspecting the front line at that time, led the front line
force and continued the advance along the crest line, accompanied by

1lst Lt Nambu, 2d Lt Hosoda and approximately 60 men. To the right
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front, the 10th Company of the 3d Battalion had occupied one crest
line after losing the company commander and 30 men, either killed or
wounded. Further to the front, several enemy positions were visible
in the vicinity of Poimt A from which and enemy troops fired sporadi-
cally. The time was drawing close to O400 hours, the time set as the
deadline for capturing the enemy position and lst Lt Miura decided
to charge the position to the front.

After a brief, but fierce, hand to hand encounter in which Lt
Miura was wounded, the enemy was routed and the position in the vici-

nity of Point B was captured.

Author's Observation

Of the many night attacks conducted during the Russo-Japanese
War, the 2d Division attack on Mt Kungchangling brought about the
most successful results. Although casualtie s were high, they could
be considered as minor when compared with losses sustained in other
engagements. The capture of Mt Kungchangling was the major factor
in bringing about the total disintegration of the Russian Army posi-
tions. Among the principal causes of this success .were:

1. Comparatively thorough preparations were made. Under the
later concepts of highly developed night attack tactics, the prepara-
tions for night attacks undertaken by the 2d Division were far from
adequate. Nevertheless, because reconnaissance of the enemy situa-
tion and terrain was conducted for several days prior to the attack,

the officers were well acquainted with the terrain.
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2. The moonlight greatly facilitated the movement of the
assault force, although under the later concepts, it was generally
believed that moonlight was disadvantageous to night attacks. This
disadvantage was also recognized at that time, but owing to the
fact that training for maneuvering under cover of darkness had not
been intensive, it is assumed that the troops sometimes depended on
moonlight to facilitate their movement during the night. As men-
tioned in the battle report of the 2d Division, the moonlight helped
greatly in enabling the units move without losing their bearings.

3. QCourageous acts of the o/ficers were particularly res-
ponsible for the success of the attack conducted by the 24 Battalion,
of the 4th Regiment. In other regiments and battalions, the coura-
geous deeds of the officers were also instrumental in bringing about
success.

In spite of the success of the night attack on Mt Kungchangling
the Japanese Army was not entirely satisfied with the results.
Study and deliberation were devoted to the following factors:

1. The success of the 2d Division was due to the fact that
the Russian Army made no attempt to launch a counterattack. Had
Russian Amy carried out a full-scale counterattack, it was consi-
dered doubtful if the 2d Divisicn would have succeeded in securing
such a complete success,

2. During the day of the 26th, a heavy fog shrouded the

entire battlefield and slowed down the assault and the pursuit action
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of the 2d Division. In view of this, it was deemed unwise to commit
the entire strength of the division to a night attack. It was con-
sidered that it might have been better to capture the enemy positions
and strategic points in the vicinity of Mt Kungchanzling by commit-
ting one regiment to the night attack and employing the rest of the
division to exploit the battle success on the following day.

3. It was suggested that attack preparations were insuffi-
cient, considering the length of time available. Until sunset on
the night of the attack, the 2d Division was located at a point
approximately 15 kilometers from the enemy position and was, there-
fore, unable to obtain detailed information on the main enemy posi-
tions. It was considered advisable to select an attack preparation

point nearer the enemy.

hi2



Example No. 2

Night Attack by the 2d Battalion of the 17th Infantry
Regiment in the Vicinity of Nantienmen, North China

(Based on the statements of Lt Col Amano, color bearer
of the 17th Infantry Regiment and Col Furuya, commander
of the Machine Gun Unit of the 2d Battalion, and the
battle report of the lst Battalion of the 17th Infantry

Regiment.

This night attack was carried out in the course of the opera-
tions conducted by the Kwantung Army in North Chima during the spring
of 1933, immediately following the occupation of Jehol. On March
lst, the Kawahara Raiding Force of the 8th Division (commanded by
Maj Gen Kawahara, Commanding General of the 16th Brigade and having
the 17th Infantry Regiment as a nucleus) had launched an operation
at daybreak and on March 10th occupied Kupeikou (approximately 110
kilometers northeast of Peking) on the south side of the Great Wall.
(See Map No. 1)

For political reasons, operations were suspended until 20 April
when the Kawahara Raiding Force was reinforced by the assignment of
the 32d Infantry Regiment, building the force to five infantry bat-
talions, two field artillery battalions and two engineer platoons.
The opposing Chinese force was an army of six divisions and one
cavalry brigade under direct command of Chiang Kai-shek. Since it
was estimated that the fighting power of one division of the Chinese
Army was equivalent to one infantry regiment of the Japanese Army,
the enemy had about three times the power of the Kawahara Force. 1In
addition, the Chinese had made good use of the time since the 10th
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of March in setting up formidable defense positions in the sectors
south and west of Kupeikou.

General Kawahara directed that the main attack be made on the
enemy facing the 32d Infantry Regiment which was on the right front,
and planned to annihilate the enemy in the vicinity of Nantienmen
by advancing from Mitsu Watch Tower toward Shangtientzu. The 17th
Infantry Regiment plus one engineer platoon and one tank platoon
(Less the 2d and 3d Battalions, which were disposed in the rear on
guard duty) constituted the left flank force and was ordered to com-
mence an attack from the bank of the Chao Ho (River) toward Laokutien.

At dawn of 21 April, both the right and left flank forces attack-
ed simultansously, and about 1030 hours of the same day, the right
flank force occupied Mitsu Watch Tower, it then proceeded southward
and succeeded in penetrating about three kilometers into the enemy
position by the 24th, but a succeeding assault was brought to a
standstill by the stiff resistance offered by the Chinese. On the
left flank, the 1st Battalion captured Hill No. 7 on the 23d, and
Hills No. 8 and 9 on the 26th. The 3d Battalion, which had been
brought up to the front, captured Mt Namako on the 24th. However,
two Chinese divisions facing the left flank force offered stubborn
resistance and the attack on this front did not progress according
to plan.

Great importance was attached to this operation because it was
to be the final operation to be undertaken by the Kwantung Army during
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the Manchurian Incident and the outcome was believed to have a signi-
ficant military as well as political affect. Consequently, the 8th
Division commander effected a gradual reinforcement of the force
under the command of Maj Gen Kawahara and urged the early completion
of the operation. On the 25th or 26th General Kawahara's staff ex-
pressed as their opinion, that it would be advisable to surmount the
stalemate by occupying the key points in the Nantienwen area, cutting
of the enemy's route of withdrawal. On the 26th, General Kawahara
ordered the 17th Infantry Regiment to make preparations for a night
attack on Nantienmen.

The commander of the 17th Infantry Regiment decided to employ
the 24 Battalion which had recently been sermt to the fromt. On the
morning of the 27th he summoned the battalion commander, Major Toya,
and all company commanders to the regimental headquarters, located
south of Hohsi, outlined hie plan and directed them to commence pre-
parations for a night attack. The following attack order was issued
at 1830 hours on the same day:

1. On April 28th the left flank force will break through the
enemy position situated to its front and advance to the line linking
Laokutien and Nantienmen with the high grounds to the east of
Nantienmen.

2. The 2d Battalion (less half a platoon each of the 5th and
8th Companies and less one platoon of the 7th Company) plus two
engineer squads will constitute the first line force on the left
flank, and after occupying the line half-way up Hill No. 17 by dawn
of the 28th, it will push on to capture Hill No. 12.

3. The lst Battalion will constitute the first line force on

the right flank and after routing the enemy confronting it, will
occupy as many enemy positions west of Nantienmen as possible.
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4. The 3d Battalion will constitute the first line force on
the central fromt and, frcm its present location, it will conduct
coordinated action with the assault of the lst and 2d Battalions.
Later, it will launch an attack directed against the high ground
east of Nantienmen.

5. The line linking the east edge of Mt Namako and the west
edge of Hill No. 12 will divide the operational areas of the 2d and
3d Battalions.

As indicated in the order, the 2d Battalion was only required
to conduct a night attack against Hill No. 17 and to occupy a sector
only half-way up the hill. (This was considered to be a reasonable
objective for a night attack.) Although it was not indicated in the
order, the time for the commencement of the attack was set fo; 2200
hours on the 27th and it was hoped that the forces would occupy
Nantieamen by 29 April, the Emperor's birthday.

Although the Chao Ho (River) was only 30 to 40 meters wide and
50 to 80 centimeters deep, there was an unscalable precipice on the
northern bank, leaving only two points where a crossing was possible.
Since it was not possible to cross the river and proceed directly
towards the objective, it was planned to ford the river soon affer
sunset and to proceed eastward along the southern bank of the Chao Ho,
under cover provided by the lst and 3d Battalions, advancing to a
point north of Hill No. 17. The attack was scheduled at midnight.
Although the battalion arrived somewhat later than scheduled, its
advance to the point north of the hill progressed smoothly. The

Chinese forces, considering it inconceivable for the comparatively

small Kawahara Ralding Force to attempt an attack against their strorng
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positions were unaware of the battalion's advance and were complete-
ly unprepared.

The battalion commander disposed the 5th and 7th Companies on
the front line and soon after midnight commenced the charge on Hill
No. 17. (See Map No. 2)

Note: The battalions of the 8th Division not being on a wartime
organization, were composed of three companies each.

Most of the hills in this area, including Hill No. 17, had steep,
rocky grades and could not be easily scaled. Nevertheless, the two
front line companies charged up the steep, 210 meter slope and
occupled the summit of Hill No. 17 at 0230 hours on the 28th.

As a result of the surprise attack the enemy v;as at first in
a state of confusion, but later offered resistance, throwing hand-
grenades and opening fire with rifles. After the main body of the
2d Battalion left Hill No. 17 in its drive westward, the Chinese
launched an attack from the south in an attempt to reoccupy the hill.
However, a machine gun unit remaining on the hill opened fire and
the Chinese withdrew after suffering heavy losses.

Having succeeded in occupying Hill No. 17, the 2d Battalion con-
tinued its attack westward along the crest line, with the 6th Company,
having leapfrogged the 5th and 7th Companies, acting as first line
force. Although the crest of the rocky hills restricted the forces
to single file passage, the first lime force attacked one enemy posi—‘
tion after another and occupied Hill No. 12. Later, the 5th and 7th

Companies took part in the action and vied with the first line force
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in taking the lead. The entire battalion advanced toward Nantienmen,
crossing into the operational zone of the 3d Battalion. Unable to

recover from the shock sustained at the outset of the battle and be-
ing subject to attack on the flank, the enemy retreated in disorder.

By 0400 hours on the 28th the 2d Battalion occupied an area
approximately two kilometers in depth and had succeeded in capturing
Hill No. 15, Nantienmen and Hill No. 14, west of Nantienmen.

Upon being informed of the success of the attack by the 2d Bat-
talion, the 1lst and 3d Battalions launched a coordinated assault and
occupied Hill No. 13 on the morning of the 28th. With all hills
east of Hill No. 7 in Japanese control, the Chinese forces facing the
right flank force commenced a withdrawal. The unexpectedly great
success achieved by the 2d Battalion in this night attack was the
principal factor contributing to the victory of the Kawahara Raiding
Force.

Author's Observations:

This night attack is a fine example of effecting a penetration
by employlng leapfrog tactics. The attack was not limited to the
capture of key points in the enemy positions, but involved the defeat
of an enemy of overwhelming strength by a small unit, paving the way
for a successful operation by the entire force.

Factors contributing to the success of the operation were:

The operational plans were kept hidden from the enemy and the

surprise attack was effectively conducted.
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The timing of the movement of the 2d Battalion and the fact that
the enemy situation was favorable for a surprise attack by the bat-
talion.

Japarese forces were well trained and possessed high morale,
and exploited fully the initial effect of the surprise attack by
making a subsequent assault.

The Chinese force was given no opportunity to regroup and sub-
sequent attacks, exerting constant pressure, overwhelmed the enemy
by maintaining the favorable situation brought about by the initial

surprise attack.
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Example No. 3

Night Attack by the lith Division on the Banls of the
Tatse Ho (River) in North China

(Based on Volume IV of the History of the China Incident,

Compiled by the Army General Staff and on statements by

Lt Col Ito, Commander of the 9th Company, 2d Infantry

Regiment.)

This night attack was conducted by the 1l4th Division of the
First Army on the night of 21-22 September 1937 against Chinese
positions on the right bank of the Tatse Ho (River), located north
of Paoting. The First Army (composed of the 6th, l4th and 20th
Divisions) was then under the command of the North China Area Army.
At the beginning of the China Incident offensive, the First Amy had
destroyed the Chinese forces in the vicinity of Chochou on the right
bank of the Yungting Ho (River), and was pursuing the enemy toward
Paoting. (See Map No. 1)

The battle at Chochou commenced on 14 September 1937 and by
afternoon of the 18th, the enemy was routed and the pursuit was pro-
gressing favorably. At this juncture the Army commander decided to
have his forces occupy positions in the Paoting sector by maintain-
ing the pursuit and extending it toward the sector west of Paoting.
Accordingly, at 1800 hours on the 18th, he issued the following order
from Army headquarters at Fengtai.

l. The 20th Division will launch an assault in the vicinity of
Mt Shihpanshan through Ichou, advance to the vicinity of Fangshun-
chiao and cut off the enemy's retreat.

2. The 14th Division will penetrate the enemy positions in the

vicinity of Mancheng, advance to the sector west of Paoting and des-
troy the enemy.
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3., The 6th Division will attack the enemy to the front from
the area of the Peiping - Hankow Railway and destroy the enemy after
advancing to the vicinity of Paoting.

The Japanese knew that the enemy's prepared positions on the
right bank of the Tatse Ho north of Paoting were of considerable
strength, having been constructed about one month previously. Never-
theless, the First Army Commander decided to occupy them by exploit-
ing the momentum of the pursuit. This was not only in line with the
intentions of the North China Area Army Headquarters, but was based
on the First Amy's estimate of the enemy situation.

Information obtained through air reconnaissance and other means
indicated that the enemy along the Peiping - Hankow Railway would
abandon serious resistance in the vicinity of Paoting and instead
attempt fresh resistance in the Huto Ho (River) sector in the vicinity
of Shihchachuang south of Paoting. The Army concluded that while
the enemy might offer some resistance in the vicinity of Paoting, it
would be limited to supporting a general withdrawal.

Following the orders of the First Army, the vanguard of the li4th

Division advanced in line with Kaolitien on the 19th and Laotsun on
the 20th after routing the enemy to its fronmt during the advance.
On the 2lst, the division was continuing the pursuit of the enemy
toward the Tatse Ho in accordance with divisional orders issued at
2120 hours on 20 Sgeptember:

1. According to air reconnaissance, no enemy elements can be

seen in the vicinity of Paoting, while many trains are observed mov-
ing southward in the area south of Paotirg.
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2. The division will continue pursuit toward the portion of
the Peiping - Hankow Railway line which lies between the Paoting
area and Chenchiachuang Station.

3. The Right Pursuit Unit, (under the command of the 27th
Infantry Brigade Commander and composed of the 2d Infantry Regiment;
the 59th Infantry Regiment, less the 3d Battalion; plus one artillery
battalion and one engineer company) will pursue the enemy toward:the
heights north of Mancheng through Tawangchuang.

4. The Left Pursuit Unit (under the command of the 28th Infan-
try Brigade Commander and composed of the 15th Infantry Regiment,
less the 2d Battalion; plus the 50th Infantry Regiment, less the 2d
Battalion; and two field artillery batteries and an engineer regiment)
will pursue the enemy toward the vicinity of Changchuang through
Tunghsikuangmen and Mt Nanlung.

5. The remainder of the Division will advance along the road
connecting Mutsum, Chucheng, Tawangchuang and Mancheng.

The Right Pursuit Unit advanced to the Fangshang -~ Tatseying
line at 1830 hours on 21 September and reconnoitered the enemy situa-
tion and terrain on the right bank of the Tatse Ho, ascertaining the
following conditions:

1. The enemy occupied a strong position in the sector on the
right bank of the Tatse Ho.

2. Friendly artillery support would be difficult because of
the terrain.

3. Fording the Tatse Ho would be comparatively easy.

The commander of the Right Pursuit Unit thought it advisable to
penetrate the line of enemy positions to the front by a night attack.
The two regimental commanders of the first line units concurred and
the Right Pursuit Unit commander presented his views to the division
commander, while ordering the two first line regiments to make pre-

parations for a night attack. (See Map No. 2)
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The commander af the Left Pursuit Unit had previously sub-
mitted a recommendation to the division commander to carry out the
crossing of the Tatse Ho at night after passing the vicinity of
Tawangchuang on the afternoon of the 2lst. By having his first line
troops advance to the line connecting Tachucheng and Hsichuang and
reconnoiter the terrain and enemy situation, he had obtained infor-
mation, which influenced him to decide on a break-through of the
enemy positions located on the right bank of the Tatse Ho by a night
attack, and ordered each unit under his command to make preparations
for this action. His information indicated that:

1. The enemy occupled the entire area near the right bank of
the Tatse Ho. In the vicinity of Huangtsun, they had constructed
several lines of positions.

2. The Tatse Ho was about 50 centimeters deep and could be
easily forded (Author's note: It was actually 80 to 100 centimeters
deep).

The division commander, who reached Hsiayingkou at 1800 hours
on the 2lst, received the recommendations from the commanders of the
Left and Right Pursuit Units as well as their estimates of the enemy
situation. At the same time, he was given the following information
regarding conditions:

l. The enemy confronting the division is probably the main body
of the 25th Division and 2d Guard Brigade, plus elements of the 2d,
10th and 17th Divisions which had retreated from the Chochou and
.Chienchuntal areas. Total strength is estimated at over 10,000 men.

2. The enemy force had started construction of positions in
the sector on the right bank of the Tatse Ho about one month before,
with the apparent intention of making it a part of the left-flank
defense of Paoting.
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3. The enemy positions are constructed near the river bank and
consist of a series of key points, making direct use of local settle-
ments. In the vicinity of Huangtsun there are several lines of posi-
tions, the strategic parts of which are surrounded by wire-entangle-
ments. Beach obstacles are placed along the bank of the Tatse Ho
and mines are laid in the river.

L. The advance of the main body of our artillery and infantry
units with heavy weapons have been greatly slowed owing to the muddy
road conditions and the advance of troops carrying heavy equipment
as well as transport units has also been delayed. Therefore, our
ammunition supply is inadequate, while the greater part of provisions
must be obtained from local sources.

In view of these conditions as well as the fact that the 1l4th
Division had been concentrating on night attack training, the divi-
sion commander approved the plan submitted by the commanders of the
two pursuit units. He determined to penetrate the enemy positions
to the front by dawn of the following day and then begin the pursuit
of the enemy toward the sector southwest of Paoting. The division
commander realized that it would be extremely difficult to deploy
his units in front of the enemy positions that evening and then carry

out an attack the same night, inasmuch as there was not time to make

adequate preparations. However, he concluded that any delay would

afford the enemy time to make preparations and, having sufficient con
fidence in the superiority of his first line troops and their fight-
ing experience, he decided to carry out the night attack.

In accordance with his decision he issued the following order at
2000 hours on the 218t of September:

1. The once routed enemy now occupies positions in the sector
on the right bank of the Tatse Ho. The 20th Division is pursuing the
enemy toward Mt Shihpanshan and the 6th Division, on the left bank of

the Tatse Ho, is preparing for an assault against the enemy on the
right bank.
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2. This division is to break through the enemy positions to
its front by dawn tomorrow and immediately launch a pursuit of the
enemy toward the sector soutlwest of Paoting.

3. The Right Pursuit Unit will break through the enemy posi-
tions to their front by dawn tomorrow and advance to the sector on
the right bank of the Tatse Ho. With the arrival of daybreak the
said unit will launch a pursuit of the enemy toward Kuanchuang by
way of Chiangcheng.

4. The Left Pursuit Unit will break through the enemy posi-
tions to their front by dawn tomorrow and advance to the sector on
the right bank of the Tatse Ho. With the arrival of daybreak the
said unit will launch a pursuit of the enemy toward Fuchangtun by way
of Nanchitsun.

5. The operational boundaries for the Right and Left Pursuit
Units will be the line connecting Yentsun, Imuchuan, Lichuang, Pei-
.langchuang, and Hsiaochuchai, with the border line itself included
in the opsrational zone of the Left Pursuit Unit.

6. The Cavalry Unit will concentrate in the right rear of the
Right Pursuit Unit and advance to the sector on the right bank of
the Tatse Ho at daybreak. It will then advance to the sector south
of Paoting, severing the enemy's route of retreat.

7. The main body of the 20th Field Artillery Regiment will
advance to the vicinity of Tatseying and come under the command of
the Right Pursuit Unit Commander.

8. The 2d Battalion of the 15th Infantry Regiment will consti-
tute the reserve force. It will depart from its present position at
0300 hours on the 22d and advance to Fangshang.

Attack of the Right Pursuit Unit. (See Map No. 3)

The commander of the Right Pursuit Unit, upon receiving the
order from division, issued the following order at Yehchiehtsun at
2100 hours of the 2lst:

1. The Right Pursuit Unit will start from the line of the Tatse
Ho at 0100 hours of the 22d proceed toward the enemy's main positions
located above the Tawangchung - Mancheng Road, carry out a night

attack, penetrate the enemy's main positions, and pursue the enemy
toward the southwestern sector of Paoting, during and after daybreak.
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2. The 2d Infantry Regiment (less the 2d Battalion) on the
right front line, will prepare for the attack on the line of the
Tatse Ho south of Tasetsun, will cross the Tatse Ho at 0lO0 hours
and carry out a night attack against positions south of Tasetsun.
Advancing into Liuchiatso, it will exploit gains toward the Shunmen
area after daybreak, and then advance to the Peiping - Hankow Rail-
way, cutting off the enemy's retreat.

3. The 59th Infantry Regiment (less the 3d Battalion) on the
left front line,will prepare for an attack against the positions at
Shihtoutsun., It will cross the river at 0100 hours, advance to the
line formed by the western saddle of the heights north of Mancheng
by daybreak, advance at dawn to the Peiping - Hankow Railway, through
the sector west of Mancheng, and cut off the enemy's retreat.

L. The Artillery Battalion will occupy positions in the vici-
nity of Fangshang by 0500 hours of the 22d and with its main force,
support the left front lime regiment in order to exploit gains.

5. The loading and firing of artillery pieces is strictly pro-
hibited during the night attack.

The 2d Infantry Regiment, the right first line unit, crossed
the Tatse Ho in the sector south of Tasetsun at 0300 hours of the 22d.
The 59th Infantry Regiment, the left first line unit, decided to make
a night attack against the enemy's position at Wangkouchuangpu after
crossing the Tatse Ho from Fangshang. This decision was made upon
receipt of intellizence from the engineers that the river above Shih-
toutsun was deep and the banks were swampy, making passage difficult.

At 0200 hours the commander of the Right Pursuit Unit received
the following report from the 59th Infantry Regimert on the left front
line.,

The regiment crossed the Tatse Ho in the vicinity of and to
the north of Wangkouchuangpu and came close to the enemy positions,
but was detected by the enemy. The regiment attempted to penetrate
enémy positions by a determined assault. However, since the positions

are strong and difficult to penetrate, the regiment is engaged in a
fierce battle. The depth of the Tatse Ho is more than one mster.
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At that time no firing could be heard from the combat area of
the 2d Infantry Regiment on the right fromt line, and since communi-
cation with this regiment had been severed, its situation was unknown.
However, the commander of the Right Pursuit Unit was fully confident
of the success of his unit.

At about 0300 hours the commander of the Right Pursuit Unit
received a report from the commander of the 59th Infantry Regiment
stating that owing to strong enemy positions the regiment was still
unable to penetrate and desired the prompt and thorough neutraliza-
tion of those positinns by artillery and other heavy weapons. Around
0430 hours, the commander of the Right Pursuit Unit received a report
from the commander of the 2d Infantry Regiment that the night attack
had progressed satisfactorily and that the regiment had seized the
heights north of Mancheng. At dawn artillery units occupied the
positions on the southern side of the isolated hill north of Yehchieh-
tsun and directed harassing fire upon the rear of the enemy on the
hill north of Mancheng and in the vicinity Wangkouchuangpu.

At 0520 hours the commander of the Right Pursuit Unit received
a report from the 2d Regiment intimating that the regiment was dis-
posed on the hill north of Mancheng and requesting that artillery
fire in that area be suspended. In view of this development in the
area of the right front, the commander decided to exploit gains from
this area, and advanced with the reserve force after crossing the

Tatse Ho north of Shihtoutsun.
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With daybreak, elements of the 2d Infantry Regiment began to
attack the flank and rear of the enemy positions in the vicinity of
Wangkouchuangpu.

The 59th Infantry Regiment on the left front line had been
fighting at close range since the previous night. At daybreak the
regiment closed in under the supporting fires of artillery amd heavy
weapons and occupied the positions. After a desperate battle and
despite mounting casualties, the regiment was able to seize the rear
position of the enemy in the vicinity of Wangkouchuangpu in coopera-
tion with the 2d Infantry Regiment which had outflanked the position.
It was then about 1130 hours and the regiment immediately concen-
trated in the vicinity of Wangkouchuangpu to prepare for further
pursuit.

Attack of the Left Pursuit Unit. (See Map No. 4)

At 2000 hours on 21 September, the commander of the Left Pursuit
Unit received a report from the commander of the 50th Infantry Regi-
ment that the regiment was planning to attack the enemy to its front
and advance toward Huangtsun by having elements cross the river in
the vicinity of Nantsung while the mein body crossed from the vieci-
nity of Tachucheng at 2300 hours. The commander of the Left Pursuit
Unit issued the following orders:

1. The Left Pursuit Unit intends to cross the Tatse Ho in the
vicinity of Tachucheng at 2300 hours of the 2lst.

2. The 50th Infantry Regiment will cross the river at 2300

hours with elements from the vicinity of Changchuang while the main
body, from the vicinity of Tachucheng, will advance to attack
toward the vicinity of Huangtsun.
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3. The 3d Battalion of the 15th Infantry Regiment will secure
Hsichuang village by 2300 hours and concentrate as many troops as
possible in the area northwest of that village and be prepared to
support the attack by the 50th Infantry Regiment.

4. The commander of the 15th Infantry Regiment shall advance
to Tachucheng with the entire strength presently under his command.
(less the 4th Company and the 3d Battalion) by 2300 hours and prepare
to meet further developments in the situwation.

5. The Artillery Unit shall advance to the vicinity of Liu-
chienfang early in the morning of the 22d, and prepare to respond
to further developments of the situation.

In the area occupied by the main body of the 50th Infantry Regi-
ment the troops on the fronmt line advanced close to the left bank
of the Tatse Ho from the vicinity of Tachucheng about 2200 hours of
the 21st and at 2320 hour:; crossed the river in the face of intense
enemy fire and advanced to the bank occupied by the enemy.

At 0030 hours of the 22d, the commander of the Left Pursuit
Unit received the following report from the commander of the 50th
Infantry Regiment on the left bank of the Tatse Ho:

"Our casualties on the front line seem to be great. I am now
going to the front for inspection. It will be most effective to
have troops of the 15th Infantry Regiment cross the river immediately
from Hsiaochucheng and launch an attack against the enemy."

A little past 0100 hours, the commander received the following
report:

"Wire entanglements are strung in front of the enemy positions
to the front of the 4th Company, the extreme left flank of the fromt
line of the regiment. It is requested that wire-cutters be sent to
us without delay.®

The commander of the Left Pursuit Unit immediately dispatched

an engineer platoon with wire-cutters to that front and attached it

to the 50th Infantry Regiment.
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The enemy offered stubborn resistance relying upon the several
lines of strong positions. However, front line troops captured
enemy positions one after another by hand-to-hand combat, and at
about 0300 hours they approached the third line of positions which
was the main line of resistance. Meanwhile, the enemy steadily
intensified his resistance and even launched frequent counterassaults.
Friendly and enemy battle fronts became entangled and confusion
reigned.

As casualties on the front line mounted steadily and many
officers, including company commanders, were killed in action, the
battle situation did not permit optimism. Despite the critical
situation, the regiment launched repeated assaults.

In view of the intensity of the battle being waged by the 50th
Infantry Regiment, the commander of the Left Pursuit Unit ordered
the 1lst Battalion (less the 4th Company) of the 15th Infantry Regi-
ment to participate. At about 0330 hours right flank units, which
had already captured the third line of enemy positions, were continu-
ing fierce attacks and enemy losses mounted. The 1lst Battalion
crossed the river from the vicinity of Tachucheng at dawn, participat-
ed in the battle of the extreme left wing, and advanced toward the
northeast corner of Huangtsun. The 3d Company of the 50th Infantry
Regiment which had advanced from the Nantsung area established liai-
son with the right wing of the regiment and attacked the enemy to

their front.
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At daybreak, the situation developed remarkably, and the troops
gradually pressed the enemy in the vicinity of Huangtsun. The right
flank units and the main body of the lst Battalion of the 15th Infan-
try Regiment rushed imto the village of Huangtsun at about 0600 hours
from the vicinity of the town's west gate and from its northeast
corner, respectively.

The commander of the Left Pursuit Unit immediately ordered the
units which had been awaiting further orders in the vicinity of
Tachucheng to advance toward Huangtsun.

However, the enemy contimued stiff resistance near Nanshangkan,
Hsiaomafang, Houtailiu, and Chientailiu, and prevented the rear units
from crossing the river and advancing into Huangtsun. The commander
of the Left Pursult Unit ordered the 3d Battalion of the 15th Infan-
try Regiment to break through the enemy positions between Huangtsun
and Houtailiu and to advance to the sector southeast of Huangtsun.

At about 0930 hours the 3d Battalion repulsed the enemy, advanc-
ed to the designated line, and the Left Pursuit Unit, concentrated

its units at Huangtsun at about 1300 hours and made preparations for

further pursuit.

Personal Experience of the Commander of the 9th Company (ex-Lt Col
Ito) of the 2d Infantry Regiment. (See Sketch)

The 9th Company held a position as the second line assault
unit of the left first line battalion of the 2d Infantry Regiment

at the beginning of the night attack. (See Map No. 3) The strength
of the company at that time was 168 men equipped with 150 rifles,
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6 light machine guns, 6 grenade-throwers, and about 300 hand grenades.

While the time for crossing the Tatse Ho given in the Right
Pursuit Unit Commander's order was 0100 hours of the 22d, much time
was consumed in shifting from Yentsun to the crossing point and pre-
paring for the crossing and it was 0300 hours when the 3d Battalion
started to cross Tatse Ho. Though the banks of the Tatse Ho prevent-
ed free movement of troops because of numerous marshes, the thick
growth of willows and reeds provided cover for easy approach to the
enemy. During the crossing, the unit received no fire from the enemy,
while the moon clearly illuminated ¥t P and Mt Q, which were the
targets of the attack.

At about 0330 hours, immediately after crossing the river, the
unit suddenly received fire from the enemy. The 9th Company Command-

er immediately deployed his troops into open formation and ordered

them to advance.
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At this time the 10th and the 12th Companies on the front line
were forced to halt their advance, and communication with battalion
headquarters was severed. The commander of the 9th Company ordered
his company to advance between the other two companies charge into
the enemy position.

When the 9th Company approached the enemy position, it unex~
pectedly encountered a large outer moat. The company commander
ordered steps dug in the banks and jumped into the moat. With the
moonlight brightly illuminating the water, the enemy delivered
intense flanking fire. Nevertheless, the officers and men who jump-
ed into the moat, following the commander, made footings on the
slope on the far side. "Those who have climbed lower ropes," "Push
up the hips of those climbing ,"® "Beware of counterattack," -
"Remember flank defense," were among the orders issued by the com-
pany commander standing in the moat.

Following some 10 subordinates, the company commander climbed
out of the moat and rushed into the enemy positidn without waiting
for the entire company, and then broke through into the enemy's
position on R Hill. It was O430 hours. After taking R Hill, an
inspection revealed that there were only three casualties.

At R Hill the commander of the 9th Company prepared for the next
attack while awaiting the concentration of the company. The regi-
mental commander arrived at R Hill, approved the plan of the com-

mander of the 9th Company for occupying Mt P and when the main body
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of the 9th Company had completely assembled, the company bore down
upon the enemy on Mt P, threading through gaps in the enemy posi-
tions, taking advantage of the dim light of dawn. The company
occupied the mountain at 0600 hours.

During this period, though the noise of enemy counterattack
with reports of rifles were heard from the rear and flanks, the
enemy seemed to have been thrown into confusion and little resis-
tance was offered. The 9th Company owed its success in occupying
Mt P chiefly to the rapidity of its penetration.

Author's Observations

The outstanding feature of the night attack of the 1l4th Divi-
sion against the Chinese positions on the southern bank of the Tatse
Ho was that it was launched by almost an entire division to achieve
a complete breakthrough of the enemy positions. This was the first
example of such a large scale night attack since the Russo-Japanese
War. The gains made by the 1l4th Division, on the night of the 2lst,
were exploited by the 6th and 20th Divisions, which made daylight
attacks on the 22d.

In reviewing the success of the l4th Division, the enemy situa-
tion is of primary interest. Despite the fact that the enemy posi-
tions were strong, having been constructed just one month previously,
the disposition of troops was inadequate. The positions along the
Tatse Ho had an overall length of about 45 kilometers and, according

to Japanese defensive tactics, the manning of such a line would
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normally require about three divisions, but the eremy's effective
strength was only about 10,000 men (the equivalert of about two-
thirds of a Japanese division). Of these, a considerable number
were cc;nunitted to the direct defense of Paoting.

Of only slightly less importance was the high standard of
training of each unit of the l4th Division and the high morale and
confidence of its personnel, gained through the fighting in the
vicinity of Chouchou.

A contributing factor was the advantage taken of the momentum
of the pursuit. Had the start of the attack been delayed, pending
arrival of heavy infantry weapons and the artillery, perhaps no
choice would have remained but to adopt the plan to initiate the
attack on the 23d as originally planned by the 6th Division. The
results of the battle testify to the accuracy of the estimate of the
4th Division.

The competitive spirit among the divisions, which was eapecially
noticeable during the early phases of the China Incident, undoubtedly
motivated the 1l4th Division in launching its night attack on the 2lst,
in order to be the first division to cross the Tatse Ho and advance
toward Paoting.

| The Japanese Army, in selecting night attack targets, sought
principally those targets which were conspicuous and readily acces-
sible. Consequently, in many cases, the attack was directed toward
enemy strong points. The results of this action show the advantage
of directing attacks against the weaker parts of the enemy positions

wherever the conditions permit easy and sure approach actions.

L5k



Example No. 4
Night Break-through by the Main Body
of the First Ammy at the Beginning
of the Chungyuan®* Battle, May 1941
(Based on operations records compiled by the Demobilization
Bureau, the May 1% 2 issue of the monthly publication of the
Army Officers' Club (Kaikosha), data possessed by Senior
Officer Lt Col Kanda of the First Amy and the statements of
the 37th Infantry Group Commander, Lt Gen Naka jima.)
In the spring of 1941, in the southern part of Shansi Province,
a strong Chinese Amy had strongholds in the Chungtiao Mountains
and in the southern part of the Taihsing Mountains., Detachments
from this force frequently invaded the Japanese occupied areas and
not only disturbed public order, but threatened attack., The total
strength of the army was estimated at 24 diwisions (168,000 men).
The Chungtiao Mountain area was rugged country with mountains
as high as 2,500 meters, lacking in cormunications and being an in-
habited area it presented difficulties for any military movements.
The Japanese First Amy (36th, 37th and 4lst Divisions and the
9th and 16th Independent Mixed Brigades), which was assigned garri-
son duty in Shansi Province under the North China Area Army, made
plans to destroy the Chinese Ammy and advance its security patrol
line to the Yellow River. Both the North China Area Amy and the
China Expeditionary Force supported the operation. The Commander-
in-Chief of the CEF dispatched the min body of the 33d Division
from Cemtral China and it was placed under the First Amy commarder.
The North China Area Army commander committed the 2lst and 35th
¥ Code name given to operational area. (See Monograph No. 178,
Page 221.)
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Divisions which were under his direct command. (The operational
concept of the North China Area Army is shown on Map No. 1.)

The First Army was to attack from the direction of Shansi Pro-
vince and the 21lst and 35th Divisions, under the direct command of
the Area Army were to attack from Honan Province.

In accordance with recommendations of the First Amy, the date
for the attack was established as 7 May 1941.

The First Army divided its operational zone by a line running
from Changma to Yuanchu, planning to direct the main effort to the
western sector. In order to inflict maximum losses on the enemy,
it was determined to utilize 39 ot of a total of 47 battalions in
the western sector and maintain a strength ratio of 70 per cent
against the nine Chinese divisions (50,000 to 60,000 men) in the
sector.

Note: In past offensive operations against the Chinese it had

been usual to conduct operations with a ratio of about
30 per cent of the Chinese strength.

The Chinese Fifth Group Army and the Eightieth Amy had con-
structed comparatively strong positions on a fromt extending about
100 kilometers from south of Changma to a point on the Yellow River
east of Pinglu. The depth of the position was about ten kilometers
with wire entanglements and pillboxes on the first line. The First
Army planned to effect a double envelopment of the enemy positions

and to cut offroutes of retreat by utilizing the Yellow River as a

barrier and by dispatching raiding units which would block all
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possible river crossing points. After completing the envelopment,
repeated mop-up operations would be conducted within the enveloped
zones.

In accordance with that concept, the First Amy Commander issued
the following order: (See Map No. 2)

1. After sunset of 7 May, the 33d Division (seven infantry bat-
talions and six mountain artillery batteries) will attack the enemy
in the sector east of a line between Changma and Yuanchu from the
vicinity of Yuncheng and advance to the area east of Yuanchu.

2. The 16th Independent Mixed Brigade (five infantry battalions
and two mountain artillery batteries) will destroy the enemy in the
area east of Pingliu. Powerful raiding units will occupy crossing
points of the Yellow River and cut off the enemy's routes of with-
drawal.

3. The 37th Division (ten infantry battalions, six mountain
artillery batteries, three 10 cm howitzer batteries and two mortar
companies) and the 41st Division (nine infantry battalions, six
mountain artillery batteries, three 10 cm howitzer batteries and
six heavy field artillery batteries) will make attack preparations
at Yuncheng and at the sector west of Changma as an outer enveloping
force. After sunset of the 7th, they will effect a surprise attack,
penetrate the enemy position and advance to the Yellow River at top
speed. The two divisions will maintain close contact and establish
an outer enveloping zone after which they will change direction to
the northwest and the north to destroy the enemy within the zone.

The two divisions upon penetrating the enemy's line, will rush effec-
tive raiding units to each Yellow River crossing point to cut off the
enenmy'!s routes of withdrawal,

An element will be dispatched to secure key points on the
route of advance of the main body to contact and destroy the re-
treating enemy.

4. The 36th Division (nine infantry battalions and nine moun-
tain artillery batteries) and the 9th Independent Mixed Brigade
(six infantry battalions, three mountain artillery batteries and one
mortar company) will make preparations for attack at Wenhsi and in
the sector west of Chianghsien, respectively. They constitute the
inner enveloping force and will, after sunset of the 7th, effect a
surprise attack upon the enemy position and drive a wedge deep into
the enemy line. After establishing the inner enveloping zone both
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units will advance to the north and destroy the enemy within the
zone. In conducting the wedge attack on the enemy positions, an
element of the raiding unit will be dispatched in advance to the
key points within the enemy line to secure and expedite the execu-
tion of the annihilation operation.

5. The Army Reserve Unit (one and a half infantry battalions)
will be at Chianghsien and with the development of the operation,
will advance to the sector north of Yuanchu.

To accomplish the plan, the First Army Commander issued precise
instructions:
1. Penetration speed

The penetration front of each division will be limited to
about two kilometers. FEach division will constantly maintain its
strength in depth and, by rotating the first line strength, continue
penetration attacks without surcease both day and night. Until the
envelopment is established, effort will be concentrated entirely on
penetration, no attempt will be made to expand thefront laterally.

Note: 1In the past, the usual tactics of a Chinese force
when attacked by the Japanese Army was to withdraw,
avoiding decisive battle. Therefore, to contact the
Chinese Army, it was essential to cut off its route
of withdrawal and establish an envelopment by rapid
advance.

2. Assault support

The assault will be supported by brief massed fires of
small arms. Artillery preparation and assault support require more
than one hour to be effective and then the effect of surprise is
lost, allowing the enemy to withdraw and reducing battle successes
even when the attack is successful.

Note: Lt Gen Shinozuka advocated the preparation and sup-
port of assaults with brief mass small arms fire,
particularly in situations such as this where it was
difficult to transport weapons heavier than heavy
machine guns to the front line because of the rugged
terrain. Therefore, for the attack on the enemy's
first line position he directed an assault with mass
surprise fire of light machine guns and rifles.

Although artillery supporting fire was planned, it
was directed to minimgze the time for tg:é prepe’ira-
tion to about ten minutes.
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3. The comduct of attack

To penetrate about 10 kilometers through the eﬂemy main line

of resistance and to exploit the initial effect of the surprise
attack, it will be advantageous to utilize as many night hours as
possible.

Note: Lt Gen Shinozuka, normally critical of the efficacy
of night attacks and close-quarter combat considered
it expedient in this case to effect the assault
under cover of darkness.

All First Amy units exerted utmost efforts to complete opera-
tional preparations, giving attention to the dissemination of infor-
mation on operational procedures and tactics to all officers and
conducting training in night penetration and raiding techniques.
Particular emphasis was placed on the training of those units (one
infantry company from each battalion) responsible forrthe disruption
of the enemy's routes of withdrawal and those assault units charged
with the penetration of the enemy positions.

Every effort was made to collect and disseminate detailed in-
formation on the enemy positions and surrounding terrain as well as
the terrain of the route of advance, the names of the villages and
distances between them. Individuals and units checked and prepared
their weapons, ammunition, operational materials and equipment. The
number of light machine guns in the first line units were increased
and each man was equipped with a rope to aid in mountain climbing.
Operational preparations progressed as planned and were completed by
noon of May 7th.

At 0900 hours on the 7th, strong, dust laden northwesterly winds
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reduced visibility to about five meters, effectively concealing

attack preparations. Because of the dust storm and the reduced

visibility the attack, which had been scheduled for sunset (1900
hours), was slightly advanced.

Each division was divided into two assault units which minimiz-
ed their attack fromts and penetrated the enemy positions in column
formation. In the beginning the enemy's resistance was very strong,
but as a result of the rapidly effected break-through the enemy com-
mand was confused and organized resistance weakened as the attack
progressed.

Each unit continued its assault until t<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>