









































There are, of course, special planning considerations appropriate for
AFOSR and those other research agencies that support a mission-
oriented organization, On the one hand, a proper planning procedure
brings about choices of broad scientific fields, and of specific work
efforts within these fields, such that the scientific research program
has a 'center of gravity of interest'" which meets the needs of the
agency it supports. At the same time, the distribution must not be
restricted by too narrow a definition of relevance. It must be
recognized that some areas of science have special importance for
several (perhaps all) of the mission-oriented organizations and that
support of these areas by more than one research agency can be
important both to provide these organizations communication with the
fielde and to assure that there is adequate support in these vital areas.
Further, the distribution must attempt to recognize both the uncertainties
in our knowledge of the scientific results which will be obtained and,
even more so, the unexpected avenues of utilization of new scientific
findings and therefore the unexpected relevance to the mission of the
agency.

Inputs appropriate for consideration in planning the AFOSR research
program come to us in many ways, both from within the DoD and

from the external scientific community., They come through organizational
channels and, most important, they come through the many es-ential
activities of the AFOSR Program Managers.

Information about the long range needs of the Air Force comes to us
from top management. The Secretary of Defense and of the Air Force,
the Chief of Stafi of the AF, aand others make speeches and also provide
various internal documents.

We receive important guidance from AFSC. Two examples are the
AFSC Planning Activity Report and the Technical Objective Document.
The latter, for example, sets forth the A" interest in each of the
thirty-eight technical areas.

Inasmuch as we know that it is just as misleading to expect a neat
flow of research needs from technology as it is to expect a smooth
flow of research results into use, we also look beyond AFSC for
requirements. For example, our interests include activities in
support of military assistance programs, personnel management and
training, logistics, and other needs which we find arising from other
parts of the Air Force.
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