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evaluating tests. Before each use of the test selection function,
SELECT chooses the current pattern based on all information cur-
rently available.

A number of other processing routines affect the pattern stack
during the course of a diagnosis. Recall that whenever the pattern
sorting function produces more than one pattern in the stack, the
selection of a pattern for further diagnosis constitutes a hypothe-
sis about the significance of a group of attributes. If a consist-
ent diagnosis for the current pattern is obtained, then the hypothe-
sis is tentatively confirmed. If there are no other attributes to
account for then a consistent diagnosis for all attributes has been
obtained. Otherwise the remaining patterns must be considered, It
is possible that a second pattern is being diagnosed, new attributes
may prove the hypothesis about the first pattern to be incorrect,

In this case, the attributes in this pattern can no longer be con-
sidered accounted for. These possibilities are dealt with in the
following way by the pattern sorting function. The program maintains
a list called the "unaccounted-for" list, and on it are all those
attributes which have yet to be attributed to a particular system
state, When the current pattern is '"diagnosed" or assigned to one
state, the attibutes in the pattern are removed from the unaccounted-
for list, and the pattern itself is marked. A marked pattern is ig-
nored in test evaluation, although it is updated with new attributes
whenever appropriate. When the current pattern has been marked, all

unmarked patterns are deleted from the stack, Then PATFRM is called


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































