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Among the suvperfamilies of Ii:odoidea (as well as among irgasicae
and also I:wdides) in Central Asia, fazakhstan, in territories
adiscent to them and in countries beyond the “:rder of the Soviet Union
there arc sewveral groups of species for which a precise diagnosis is
difficu{’u. Such grcups are "reflexus" (genus Argas Lats. ), "coniceps"
(genus Ornithodorus Koch.), and Werenwlatus" (genus Iodes Latr, ).
Owing to tals sitfuati~n, ecological and € lderiolorical data which are

available in liierature in relation to these or othar specles complex
lose their valuc

Before the fiftirs of our century it was generally acknowledzedthat
on wild birds there is only one parasite, A. reflexus Fabr., 179, which
is widely -istributed on all the continents. ~Specles described close
to it were scknowledged clther as synomyus, or doubtful. From 1952,
the series of investigations by Hoorstrasl and colleazues, which still
centinue to appear, consccutively showed that in countries of the Near
East, Northern and Central Africe., and in Central and Southern Amnerieca
there exist independent shecies which wer- earlier diagnosed as 4.
reflexus. The name "reflexus" of tae old literature became a species
canplex, and the "refiexus" grouo begen to be polked about. In
territorizs adjacent to the Soviet Unicn,it wgs establiswed thzt, apart
from A, reflexus Fubr, (in the norrow sense), there is A, hermanni fvd.,
1327, which esrlier was synonymized under the first species, Hoozstraal
and Theodor showéd that A, hermanni is uidely distrioted in Africa
and Near East, while A. Trefloxus 1s indigenous to Burope, and oniy single
collections are .mown from Egypt and Israel.

, According to aur dats, ‘. hermonni is widely distrimted in the

. Soviet Unicn = in the south of Ukrain, Crimea, Naithiehevan Azer. SSR,

. in all areas of Turkmen, in many loc:lities of Tadzhildstan, Kirgiz SSR,

a and in several points of Kazakuston, Vithin the swecies, a few ecologo=
W reograchical veriants were nsteds It is very probanle that in ovr :
) literature, A, hermanni vas described in most of the cases under the .

nave A, reflems Fabr. The latter snecies sionld be acknowled ed, :

after A, persicus Oken., 1818, to be the most numerous represcntative

of its gem's. Ib inhzbits nests of various wild birds in the soil ard
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in gerrets of buildings, Its disszse relationshiss have not been
studied,

We do not have at cur disposzl. Ouh”r species of the group "reflexus"
from beyond the borgers of Centr:-l %sia and Kazakhstan, although thelr
presence in these tcrritories ic osossible, As a matter of fact, A,
reflexus Fabr., for the -:oment uve have in our collection only from Ciimea,
In Cris@a and beyond the boundary of Caucosus, another species cf this
group A, tridentatus Fil., 1961 has been found. The species of the
group "reITexus™ diifer from esch other in all the actiwe phases of the
life cycle.

The group "eoniceps". In works ol some foreign authors, this is
called the talaJe group. Pocock referred O, talaje Guier,-Men, to

the subgenus Aleztorobius, During suhsecuént pariod almost no work
was done on superspecies grouping of the genus Ornitaiodoros. 0,
coniceps, 1390, 2nd O. capensis Neum,, 1909, described from v: -rious
continants were consirered by Muttzll and collaarues to be a single
doubtiul species and the other speciss they rcferred into subsnecies
of the South American Q. talaje, Contcmnnrary foreiin authors ac'mow-
ledge indensndence of all the three species, 0. coniceps is 'nown in
BErrasia, and O. capensis, is also !mowm in Africa and Australia, Je
encounter all threc species names in Russian literature,

Analysis of ticks of tnis groun shiowed that within the boundary of
the Soviet Unicn there are two species: Q. conicepos and 0. cajeusis,
The first snecies in onr literzture is mentioned under its nane, ond
the second species under the name of C. coniceps, O. talaje, and O,

capensis. According to our collecticns, it is Imown that Q. Gniceos
exists in Crimea ~nd bevond the border of Ceucasus, We have every
reaso: to believe that a portion of litercture data on Kazakhstzn refers
to this species. 0. capensis has bean found in Crimea, Kazakhsten, and
Tadzhikistan,

Tne Tirst specles ). cavensis,. is associated with humid nests of
rocit ‘doves, and'wells; beyond the border it is known frem'inhabited
dwellings,

The secend species 0. carensis inhabits nests of large marine bdrds,

chiefly cormorants. Walle there is rather great resemblance between
larval stages, nymohs and adult ticks have distinet specific differences,

The group "gremlatus®., This sroup is still called {putumnelie"
in the west. Schulze transferred this group within the limits of
the genus Iodes into the subgenvs >holeoixodes 2, Sch. To the grouvp
"crenulatus" usually belonc species taich are close to the naainal
forn and as a rule parasitize mammals, in contrast to bird parasites,
Brt sowetimes this growp is trozted tacre widely, referring to it
(cwing to difficwlty of diagnosis) all species that constitute subgenus
Pholeoixodes. About twenty species of this group have been described,
but a considerable number of the soecies remain doubtful because they
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have been described by western zoologists from single findings, with
very scanty and insufficient diagnosis, ,

In the Asiatic part of the USSR there are five species which yield
to diagnosis (I. crunulatus Koch., 1841; I. pluubeus Leach., 1615;
I. subterranus Fil,, I561; I.lagodechiensIs Djap., 1950; and I.
arboricola bogatschevi Kirsch.; 1930). Apart from the first, apparently
all the speciesare specific parasites of birds, whiile the last two
species are ‘mown only from beyond the boundaryof Caucausus, I. olumbeus
is widely distributed, this species has been noted in western Xazakhstan,
Kusteny, Kokcheta, Tselinograd, end Pavlodar Oblasts (Pomerantsev,
Davidove. Ushakova, et al.). I. crenulatus is a parasite of marmots,. .
pre aiciv mammals, and small rodents, less of frequently birds that
hav: cearéat with burrows of these animnls, It is also a widely
dist~ibut~d species and is known from beyond the toundary of Caucasus,
in flat lead and mountain arezs of Kazal“hstan, Kirgiz SSR, Tadzhidistan,
Turlcien S35, and spreads eastwards wit:s intervels beyond the bouncery
of Loikal (Dzheprridzc, Afanas!vevs, Ushaliova, Galuzo, Irebenyul,
Emel‘yancva, et =l.), I. subterramus has been found in Tvrimen and
Kazakhstan (Filippova, Ushakovz ). 1..plumbens is widely distributed
in all Buropean part of the USSR from E‘ne Britic and Transcarpatiian
Oblast v» to the left hank of the Volga river. I. crenulatus is
encountered in the st: 2 zone, anc J. hexasonus Leach., 1015 in the
southwest of our ¢omnt -+, Nevertiweless, it is quite obvious that the
enumerated speci:3 do r.:t exhauvst the species composition of the
"eremilatvs" grevp in the broad sense, In the systematic relationships
of this insufficiently studied grovp, 2 great degrec of interspecific
variation in comparison to other species is charccteristic,

Presented data on systematics and distribution of species was
obtained while working on the collecticn of Zoological Institute of
Academy of Science of USSR, to the foundation and accumulation of
which many Soviet and foreign parasitologists have contrituted.




