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the people.5 Previously, in 1957, it had received a
similar jolt when, in a mood of overweening self-confi-
dence, it invited the intellectual community to 'boldly
criticize" its defects in the spirit of '"letting a
hundred flowers bloom and a hundred schools of thought
contend."6 Mao and his battle-scarred senior cadres now
tend to see ''bourgeois remmants' or ''class enemies'' under
almost every bed, threatening if unchecked to corrupt the

masses and undo the revolution.

The Political Backdrop

Peking's response to the problem of '"fostering
revolutionary heirs' is best understood when viewed
against the background of internal political developments
over the last few years. During the difficult period
of retreat from the Leap Forward the Communist leadership
undertook a series of political purification and control
measures in an attempt to reassert Party authority, dispel
cadre apathy and disillusionment, and to combat Soviet-
inspired ''revisionist" tendencies.

In January 1961 the Ninth Plenum of the CCP Central
Conmittee, while ushering in an economic program
remarkably akin to the Soviet N.E.P. (New Economic Policy)

SAcute concern over these trends was manifested in

the Communique published after the CCP Central Committee's
Tenth Plenum in September 1962. See Jen-min jih-pao,
September 29, 1962.

6Vivid examples of the consequent ''blooming and con-

tending" may be found in Roderick MacFarquhar, '"The Hundred
Flowers' Campaign and the Chinese Intellectual (New York:
Praeger, 1960), and Dennis J. Doolin, Ccmmunist China: The
Politics of Student Opposition (Stanford: Hoover Institute,
1964) .
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the apathetic younger generation, a campaign was begun
11 The latter (if, indeed, he

ever existed in the flesh) was portrayed as an ''ordinary

to "learn from Lei Feng."

but great' young soldier who had found adventure and
meaning in life by fully trusting Chairman Mao and
rendering dedicated service to the revolutionary cause --
before his untimely death in a routine accider. in 1962.
Early in 1964 the tempo of indoctrination activities was
again stepped up as the regime evinced growing concern
over the persisting gap between Party authority (''redness')
and professional management (''expertness''), previously
regarded as a temporary evil dictated by the economic
crisis. A massive ''socialist education' campaign was
undertaken to instill revolutionary traditions, imbue the
people with renewed proletarian consciousness, and stimu-
late struggle -- perhaps, mainly for its own sake --
against 'class enemies.' Soon afterward, 2 parallel
movement was launched to "learn from the People's
Liberation Army."12

Increasingly the PLA has been viewed not only as the
highest model for political and ideological emulationm,

11During 1963 there was also a series of mass move-
ments primarily designed to improve production, better
economic management, and advance technology =-- but inevi-
tably also bearing a political message. These included an
economic emulation campaign to ''compare with, learn from,
and catch up with the advanced, and help the backward,"
and other drives subsumed under the slogan of the '"Three
Revolutionary Movements'" (i.e., the class struggle, pro-

duction struggle, and scientific experiment).

12See Ralph L. Powell, "Commissars in the Economy:

"'Learn From The PLA' Movement in China,'" Asian Survey,
V, No. 3 (March 1965), pp. 125-138.
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fundamental trend in the evolution of matter or in social
development is for ''two to merge into one'" -- i.e., a
tendency toward eventual reconciliation of contending
forces. His critics charged that this completely
misinterpreted the process of dialectical materialism in
which, according to the Maoist view, struggle is the
basic factor and '"one divides into two.'" The implications
of Yang's heresy were said to go far beyond the plane of
relatively harmless abstract theory, amounting rather to a
dangerous advocacy of unity with the ''revisionist' leaders
of the U.S.S.R., acceptance of a gradual reconciliation
of antagonisms between Communist and capitalist states,
and resignation to a general easing of class struggle.20
Following the attack on Yang, similar limited but
intense campaigns were waged against other prominent
intellectuals and unidentified ''teachers of political
theory." The well-known, and hitherto respected,
philosopher Feng Ting was censured for his sympathy toward
the idea that personal happiness is a legitimate goal in
life. The historian Chou Ku-ch'eng was mercilessly
upbraided by a chorus of nit-picking and unreasonable
critics who found everything wrong with his work from its
neglect of Marxist themes currently in fashion to its
"bourgeois aesthetic' interpretations of cultural history.
In the field of literature, the writer Shao Ch'uan-lin was

20For a more detailed analysis of the anti-Yang

campaign see ''Yang Hsien-chen: Unity or Division,' China
News Analysis, No. 535, October 2, 1964; also John W.
Lewis, '"Revolutionary Struggle and the Second Generation
in Communist China,' The China Quarterly, No. 21 (January-
March, 1965), pp. 136-145.
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