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CHAPTER FOUR

RESULTS

Each of the seventeen topics is treated separately in this chapter.
Although the situation related topics were included in the present study
primarily to assist with the assessment of equipment related topics, they

are also discussed independently in the latter portion of this chapter.

The results are discussed in terms of the total sample first, such
that the attitudes which represent what the troops in general think about the
effectiveness of their equipment as it is used in a tropical environment
might be identified. Once the over-all picture is discussed the data is ex-
amined for possible relationships between tropical locations. Tables 14, 15
and 16 which contain the means and standard deviations of all topics for all
of the sub-groups within each of the three tropical locations, are found in

the Appendix.

In the final portion of this chapter the various implications sug-
gested by the results are discussed in detail. The items of equipment and their
characteristics which appear to be acceptable are identified, and those items
of equipment and their characteristics which have been found to be unracceptable
by the troops are discussed in terms of the possible alternatives available to

correct the situation.
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""desirable' characteristics appear to be found in the jungle boot issued by
the Quartermaster and troops in ti.e tropics find them to be quite acceptable.

This fact supports the results obtained in the Combat Boots topic.

5. CANTEEN

a. JTotal Population Attitudes

One of the nine common topics was Canteen. The dimensions other than
general acceptability which were investigated were ''Portability,' '"Durability"
and "Capacity.'” It will be noted from Figure 6 that every mean is positive
with the topic mean slightly less than 5.0. The over-all acceptability of the
canteen is further demonstrated by the fact that when all of the Topic Score
means are rank ordered from most acceptable to least acceptable, Canteen is
third out of fifteen possibilities for the non-combatant population and fourth

out of thirteen for the combatant population.

Insofar as inter-dimension relationships are concerned, ''Portability"
is most positive and above the Topic Score and Global means, while'Durability"
and ''Capacity' are less positive in that order, and are both below the Topic
Score and Global means. According to this data it would appear that troops
in the tropics characterize the canteen as relatively easy to carry, ac-
ceptably durable and having a capacity which is just barely acceptable for
use in jungle environment. Certainly Table 10, which portrays the canteen as
second only to the machete insofar as important personal equipment used in the

jungle, is strong supporting evidence of the acceptance of the canteen.

Although the frequency with which Canteen responses were made on

the Your Comments cards was somewhat less than the most frequently mentioned























































b. Summary

The hammock is regarded as a valuable item of personal equipment for
troops engaged in jungle warfare. Positive attitudes were expressed towards
all dimensions probed. Some dissatisfaction with the hammock's bulkiness, ease
of exit, and visibility were expressed, but these factors were evidently over-
shadowed by the good features of the hammock when the attitudinal ratings

were made.

11. PONCHO LINER
a. (Combatant Population Attitudes

The Okinawa s-uac. representing the oldest, most militarily ex-
perienced group participating in the study and also the sample having the
greatest number of personnel having boon to Viet Nam, was queried concerning

the new poncho liner.

The data displayed in Figure 12 clearly demonstrate that the
troops have a consistently positive attitude towards the poncho liner. The
dimensions probed were ''Portability,' '"Durability' and '"Protection.' The
lowest mean rating on any of these dimensions was 4.70 for '"Durability."
Both '"Portability' and '"Protection' were highly esteemed with means of

nearly 5.0.

The over-all acceptance of the |liner was emphasized by the fact that
even though only the Special Forces troops stationed on Okinawa had been is-
sued the poncho liner, it still ranked fifteenth out of the 22 items of
equipment identified by respondents from a!l locations as being qf greatest

value in the jungle. Oral comments heard from some of the Special Forces
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