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benefits in the future from lessons learned during current operations and
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» DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMT'
HEADQUARTERS, 7TH SQUADROY, 1ST ATR CAVALRY
170 $n Pronctsco, 96387

SUBTECT: Oparctional Roport Lossons Lonrned of the 7th Squadron
1st Mr Covalry, for the poriod endine 3 July 1970 :
(RCS_CSFOR-65) {R2) (V) !

15 Augyst 1970

CILCUSARPAG, ATTN: GPGP.DT, APO 96555

CG, USARV, ATT: AVHCD.DST, APO 96775

0G, 1st Av Bdc, ATTN: AVBAGC.O, APO 96334
CO, 164th GP, ATTH: S.3, APO 96215

1. (C) Opcrations: Siemifiesnt Activitdcs

A. Durin~ thls reportirg noriod, the Squadron continueld support of the
Ropublic of Victna: wdthin IV Corps Tacticzl Zome cnd the southarn provincos
of Comboin, Task Porco Blackhuuk supportod the 44th Speeial Tactienl Zono,
and on 16 July 1970 w3 nd.so assirmod support of the 9th ARVI! Division, The
co'posltion »f thc Task Forco orroniz-tion has proved flexdbdle and rosponsivo
to the aswdimod *dsddors as ean bo acen in scetion K (11) of this roport.
The 2nd goetion, 1st Platoorn, 221st RAC wo s roplacaed by cireraft fron the
199th t» facilitote Toak Parec reportine and contral, On 9 July 1970, the
FLIR (Borwrd Iooking Infrersd) New Equipnont Tost Team (VETT) wes assimmer
to the Squidron for < 30 A~y test ond evaluation period,

B, (U) The only chmee to unit orrenization is the ~iditdon of the
5§31 @ Dct on 20 Junc 1970, Oramniz-ticn ehnrt «nd stotion listings oro
shown on inslosure M,

C. (U) Chemmos in Gormrnd and Staff:

(1) MAT W1li~: R, Rittonhouse, 233-60-9061, II, :ssunod dutics as
Squadron Exootive 0fNMeor from MAT W-lter E, Kidwoll, 226-43-3622, AR,
~ar 2 Jurno 197C,

(2) MAT Jazepk K, fodecs, 306-34-257C, Il, nsaried dutins as Squ-dron
Ixasutive Officer from MAT W1lian R, Rittamhouse, 233-60-9:'61, IR, on 15
July 1970.

(3) MAT Ran-l? A, Schwnchanw-ld, 284-30-7958, AR, -csunad duties ns
Squ-ron S=3  from MAT W11ian R, Rittanhouse, 233-60-9G61, Iil, on 1 Jun 70.

(L) OSPT Joans ', Evars, 400-4R-5072, CE, acmured “utics ~s Squadron
5=3 from MAT Ronald AL Scrwvachmwmld, 64-30.7953, AR, on 21 Junc 1970,

(5) VAT T.mes T, thiches, 254-46-1983, I¥, ~ssuned cutdes -5 Squadron
$-3 fro=1 CPT J:mas f. Fvans, 499-48-5672, CE, on 26 July 1970.

Com om et v 1 oovzo(c‘nm AT 3 YEAR INVERVALS;
SO ASSIRED AFTER 12 YEARS.
o tomarn . CONFIDENTIAL 500 DR $200.10
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(6) MW Keric J, Cochren, 59-34-R544,  ssumod dutios s Squodron
Ch:plin from CPT D-riad) J, Dorihug, 0%=24.£993 cn 20 July 1970,

(7) CPT Colin D. CKJBM‘OVQ: MNLNIN /L, FA, marasd Aitdne na S mindwan

Simn:l Officer from 1LT John T, Marcdith, 37944-1094, SC, on 2 July 70,

(8) 1LT Larry R, X¥olar, 408-64-1672, TC, asmund dutics wé Sgiadron
Maintonanec Offfcor fiom CPT Robert H, Black, 286-30-%182, TC, on 13 May 70.

(9). CPT W.:llam T, Staffa, 054-24-058, FA, assuncd command of Troop
A from MAJ Stunley B, Grott, 92-40-2069, AR, 4 suly 1370,

(10) MAJ Rgymond D, Sickman, 508-54-0896, AR, semmod oconmnd of Troop
C from MAT Allan L, Smith, 4516604171, IR, 13 May 1970.

(11) MAT Johnny A, Phdllips, 256=/8-8518, AR, assmnad command of Troop
D, 3/5 from MAT Dolmer H, Livangood, 234w60-4325, AR, on 21 July 1970,

D, () (1) Urit Strongth as of A July 1070: (M4 tary)

OFFICEIE WO B/ TOTAL
naz AVTH/ PRA/ OF  AUTH/ PRA/ OH AT/ o8 AITEZ o4
TRAT ik B I [ n 7 13 121 192 21 24
A Trp 12 16 16 v B 25 121 98 1690 1%
770 TC Dot 1 1 1 1 1 1 5, 53 56 55
819 Sig Dct 0 o 0 101 1 5 6 6 7
P Trp 18 16 14 B »x 0 121 95 169 135
574 TC Dot 1 1 1 1 1 0 54 52 5 53
811 Sig 0 0 o 1 1 0 5 5 6 5
c 8 1% 14 9 »® 23 12 105 169 142
T/t TC 1 1 1 1 1 1 5, & 56 53
3d 81 Dat 0 0 0 1 1 1 5 6 6 i
D Trp, 7/1st 5 5 3 o o0 0 127 131 132 134
DTp, 3/5th 16 14 15 34 [ 25 D8 185 28 225
Brd Mg 1 1 1 o o0 o noon 8 8
lat RAD 0 0 o 1 1 1 g 7 9 e
5%d @ Dat 0 0 0 9 0 0 g 15 8 15
12 93 g» 1% 10 117 1779 1008 1319 1207

D, (UY (2) Mrit Stronmth ng of A July 1970: (Ciwlians)

TECH REFS r.5. CIV V., CIV 34 VAT

T AUTH/ OB AUTH/ O AUTH/. OH UTE/ O
BT 0 4 0 0 g 8 o 0
A Tp o o0 0 2 5 5 0o 0
P p o J 0 0 L4 00
C Trp o 0 o 2 5 5 0 0
D Tp, 7/1 rooon o 0 5 5 o 0
INCL 2
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: D. (U) (2) Unit Strongtr «s of N July 1970: (Civiliane) (Contdnuod)
¥ TECH REFS u.s, CIV V.I. CIV 3d NAT
: UNIT AUTH/ O AUTH/ OH AUTH/ OH i
D Trp, 3/5th 0 0 0 o 5 5 o ©
83rd Med 0 © 0 0 0 ¢ 0 0
%1st Rad 0 0 0 0 o0 c 0
53rd @ Dot 0.0 0 0 Q 0. 0.0
TOTALS 0 4 0 2 32 32 0 0
B, (C Mrcraft Mthorizod/On Hand us of 4 July 1970: -
HIR Y AH-10 OH-64 TOTAL
MIT 1T /O1 AUTH/ OH AUTH/ OB AUH/ O
HAHT 7 5 o o0 o 0 n 5
A Trp e 2 9 8 10 10 7 %
B Trp g ¢ 9 9 10 10 (]
¢ Tp g e 9 8 10 10 B %
D_Trp, /5 g 8 9 .8 9 __ 9 % 25
TOTALS n 7 % 133 H P 114 109
P, (C) Opcrutional Statiebdce (Sco Inclocurcs #2 and #3)
G, (U) Sqiadron Awarda and D-corntions:
AWARD RECOMM!D ___ APPROVED  DOWI.CRADED UF=GH -
8¢ 0 0 0 0 :
55 14 12 0 0  Impact(8) &
IM 1 0 0 0  Maj Kidwoll 1
DTG 52 65 3 1%  Impact (13) 25
8M 0 0 0 0 0
B/v 2 18 0 0 0
B mn 92 0 0 4
18/A 9! pal 1% 0 2
APl 2 60 0 kil z
A 188 267 0 0 25
ANV 19 3 0 0 3
AOM/S 23 27 0 0 6
ACM/A 173 198 0 0 6
il 4 a 0 0 ls
¢ID 34 48 0 0 a
om | ol o} o a
o 7iIS a5 1122 4 4 132 .
MOTE (*) 1, 1 DFS upgradad to S8 4. 3 DFC downgrudod to M/V

;
2. 2 AM/T vnradod to DFC 5, 1 B/L downpradod to ACM/A
3. 1 RV upgradod to TB/V
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H, (C) Oporations:

(1) During th - reyarting roriod tho Squadron we ir strumontal in
tho succuss anjoyod by the IV ARWN Corps in Cambodda, The alr dAommts
of thc Squadron astublishod numorous onomy contacts, support.:d innumerahlo
@ound actions, and locatd many ocachos throughout this pariod. Tho 711
Cav purticipatd 4in 4 major Cambodian oparations. BEach of those thruets
wos Hrect.d into formar NVA sanctuarivs. A1l olummnts of thu Squadvon,
inal:Mng tho grrund cavolry troop, worc deployed during theso operntions,
After tho tewdnation of oparntions outside the IV Corps Tactiend Zena, the
Scquadron ncrm.lly leployed only 3 ndr cavilry troops for tho romainder of
this r porting perlod, Tds was done to purmit the corplotion of mainto-
nancc that had baan dclaynd or defarrod during tic 29 /pril-30 Junc 70
Cambodian operution. Th: ground cavalry troup vrovided continuous oscort
of Mol -nd wrmnitisn convoys to poarmdt rosupply of forward stugefiolds
along th: Combodirn hordor, Elaronts of tha ground troop alse providod
soourity for th: 164th Zroup forwrd CF during thds poried, D Troop
furthar rodntadnsd o btgh lovel of patrol and .nbus! activity Wihin tho
Wnh Iong Alrfi.ld sasitdly gsono, with good resulta,  The Cambodicn
oparstlons groatly ddaruptod onory ictivity wdthdn IV Corps, as indleatod
by n 75% roluetdon {n mamy initiated dneld mts and duarcasod mary ocontacts
by tho Squndron ‘luring July.

(2) On 1 May 1970, D Troop, 3/5 Cav ocontinusd to surport tho driv. of
thu 9th ARVI! Div intn the Crow's lest nron of Ciubodl., OContaot was
eonsgddurably 101 thrn that of the Any bofors, t tlo rdr clomonts wrre able
to ameount for 4 wnamy KDA and 10 structurss, wile snporting pround troops
in oontaet vie YT9714 -nd XT1340, This wraught th, D Troop, 3/5 total
claing for the oparation to 69 KBA, Tho oparation alm idmtified D Troop,
/5 an tho first U.S. Arry Avd itdon unit to off d: 11y arons the Camboddinn
bord.xr for conbet opor-tions,

(3) Action in tho Cartodian opar-tisn g £4:1 fronm the Crow's lest to
tho Piaratts Book arca on 2 Moy 1970, Whilo mpportdne the ARV crrorod
thrugt, & Troop wre croditod with the highost dnily iy count cver tceorded
by o company slze oviution unit 4n IV Corpa, Swuoplng the aru. ahead of the
APG'g, A Trop smouts wnd gms acount.d for 170 KBA, On 3 Mgy 70, C Troop
sontinuad to mupport onoreticna in ¢+ gno aren and wes eraddtod Wth on
rAdddtion: 1 13 KBA,

(4) Durdng tha rorning af 7 My 70 whdlo parfordnp - ormed visual
roomnaissoncs dn aupport of theo 44th STZ forwnrd CF (VS766471), scout
oloamants of A Tresp waro oaroHtod W th 7 KBA,

(5) Wdlo conducting a visurl rosonnadsanec rdedon on & Mgy 70, m R
Oul "Mrd Dog" of tha 199th RAC sprttod n 1argo murbar of arr~d VO moving
through the ~nm (WI4751 ). R Treap roactod ¢ the sltdng und wes ereditod
w.th AN KBA,

4
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(6) The sccond IV Corps alliod offonsivo oparation into Cembodia,
Cuu Iong I, bogan on 9 May 1970, 111 thc asscts of tho 7/1st ACS waro
corrittad to tho support of the Metnonese aryy, navy and narine forcos,
Tho Squadron Hcodquartars ostablishod o forward basc of opcrations at
Don Pmec (WT518009). Tho 164th CAG forwnrd CP was ostablishod ot in long
(WB428822) end sccured by D Troop, 7/1. All tho 1ift clononis of the
squadron worc consolidatod under A Troop and used to Wring in grownd foroes
t> socure an ARVN firc base carly in tho rorning of DDgy., A Troop was
clso used as a resarvo reaction force and acocountod for 9 KBA in that role,
B Troop wns uscd to ecreen in front of advoncing arrored colums, as they
pushed northward in search of Military Reglon 11 Headquarters., Dnemy
contacts resulted in % KBA, Lator in thc day, B Trocp locatod tw cache
gltos (WI2750) that ylelded ¢ lorge crount of mixed ommmition and 150
weapons, O Troop wis rosponsible for recomnsissance of landing zoncs and
covaring the insorticn of ARWI troops, wo worc to sccurc tho Noak Iuong
Forry (WPT44). Ground troops succossfully oceupicd the forry erossing
Wil C Try » clerents roccdving aredi€ for 17 KBA, During the eoursc of
the A&y, T Troop, 3/5 Cov, in scarch of tho 82th HVA Reglmant. ongaged
sovar~l pnckets of onory resistance =nd reeaived credit for 4D KBA and ono
2k ton vohiclo Aestrayed, On the 10th of May 70, the Squndron contimiod
in support of oporation Cuu long I by providing 3 ~dr covalry troops, A
Troop account 1 for /4 KBAL (WT272247). B Troop anccounted for 24 KBA, ©
Troop ha? negativae anomy porsonnel el-ims Wut worc successful in wneovaring
an onary coche (WIGZ8) whieh yiclded over 2 tons of modical supplios, On
11 My 1970, 7/1st Mr Cav ng-in providod 3 air cavalry troops in sipport
of opur~tion Omu long I, s aggressive ground units continued to seck out
mery unlts and o-che sites, Mamants of the 4th Rongor Group (ARVN)
dovalopod - heewy montsct wdth on cstimatod ency brttolion (WI655285),
D Troop, 3/5 Cav wus called in to support the esntact ond provide continuour
arirl wenpons firc, mabling tha Rangors to avarrun the cnory positions,
After the battlo, 121 cnoy dies were counted,  Troop D, 3/5 Cav wea
croditod wth A1 KB., During tho coursc of the dny, . Troop loented eachos
(WT255347 and WI23034) ylclding ~ver 5 tons of werpons =nd assortad
aturdtion, B Troop located a cache (WTI18272) which praducod 8 BAR's,
337 AA wogpons, 3-12,7rm AA werpons, 8-60rm rortors, 7-22m rortars,
220 SIS rifles, 34 AR=~4{7's and 2 large crount of assorted armamition, Only
2 of the 3 air cov troops sunporting oper-tisne on 12 Moy 1970 reported
demificmt netivity, L Troop destroyod an oney POL durr (WI5528) ond wae
or it od Wlth 9 KOA, D Tro-p, 3/5 inscrted W Marines (M75334) and cccomntod
frr 2 KL Letivity areng units particip~ting in OCuv Iong I wns light
until th~ l1cots nftarnesn of 14 Moy 70 ~t which tinc B Troop establishod
cont-ct wth ~ 1-ree onay unit vic (WI4444). VI Mardines were inscrted to
Aevclope the sltu~tien, U5, Navy UH-1C's and OV-10's provided add tional
rir surport throughent the night, feceilts of the conbined oir strikes
wer o 15 K&o *

(7) Oror-tfon Cuu Lome, Phase II btommn on 17 1 1970 Atk 72 Mr
Cov v . nts aw-ortire th» 11123 rush ~r-inst the oy hald ~rans of

ot oh gm Gttt v ofAr env troor wes casieiod - ocupport oach of
; P

)
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3 Task Forces forred by the 9th ARVN Division, 2Ast ARVI Division and the
44th STZ, While wrkdng wth the Z1est ARV Diy, Droop D, 3/5 Cav .
davaloped - haovy contact (VS430665) which resulted 4n 34 KBA, A Troop
gupportod tho 9th ARVN Div in operctions against o known VO stronghold,
(V1B010). After accounting for 2 XBA whle inserting 9th Div troops,

L Triop clanents engagod an anery oontact that produccd 20 KPA s wall os

46 structurcs, 5 tractors, c 5 ton tractor, a 5 ton truck, and 2000 gallons
»f POL dostroyed, Leter in the day, C Troop roacted to an intelligance
roport of an onery hoadquartars Jocation, Scout eloments estahlishod
oontact ond dcstroyod 12 sampens ond ~ccountod for 2 XKBA (WID28299). Ono
hundeed of ghty ground troops warc insartod into the contact aorcc and
irmmediatcly discovercd a lavpe onery cache.  The cache yiclded 20 automatic
wcapons, 3-51 cal mactine guns, 1 Browniny wter cocoled machine g, 3.7,62mm
maching guns, 1-82m rorter, 5.600m mortars, 1 Bl radie, 2 TA-312 and EEB
tdlophonos, 3-50rm Fronch ortdllary picces, and 2 tons of assorted emymnition.
B Tr:op clso sunportod the 4ith STZ ond hal a total of 5 KBA(WI271250), &4
visurl reronnadssance rassisu by D Troop, 3/5 ci i8 May 1970 {(¥©5673)
rceaulto? in tho dscovary of an chary corsmunicrntions farility which yiclded
muniarous tools and 3,000,000 pi-sters in NLF notes, The most slgnificant
rosults for tho day wns turnel in ¥y A Troop, Cont-ct wns costeblishoed With
an ostinnted VO company aftoer rencting to an intclligunco roport (VS764648),
Finel rosults wero 62 KBA and 38 structurcs destroyod. On 19 Moy 1970, A
Troop continuol suprort of the 9th AV Div by roacting to sporadic ocontacts
at four A fforant locations, Totrl results for the doy's activity were 26
KBA anl" 20 structuras destroyed,  As Oparation Qi Long IT drew to o close,
C Trnop, oparating in aupport of the 44th STZ protuced the day's rost
siznifiernt results, Elenunts wore credited with 30 KPA ond the capture of
3-51 ¢21 machine muns an? 1-%0 cal nachino gun, During the oourse of
oparotion Cun Long Phasa II, D Trorp, 7/1 rrovided convoy support for POL
resurply botwemn Binh Thuy and Ha Men, Treop D, 7/1  cscorted 5 ennsccutive
convays fror the steging arcn at Rach @a botwean 15 M = 71 Moy 70,

(2) Con ™M iy 70, C Tra~p surported the 2rd Flt of D Troop, 7/1 in m
oparetion to recover tha Yodies of tw B Trrop crownanbars who had bean shot
down {nto Cambodian tarritory on 11 Feb 70, Upon insertion (WT775191), D
Troop, 7/1 olimants rocaddvad hervy fire from structures -nd bunkers 4n the
vicirity. Supprossive fire produce? 5 ency KIA and 2 KBA, Aftar clearing
tho LZ, the 2rd P1t oontirued ¢~ ¢ eir objcctive onid su wessfully recovared
the nles 0 thudr downe! conr-es,

(9) whilz wrrid- - Sr Cyecinl Porzes Dotecimamt B=41 on 30 Moy 70,
S Tr~p clomants su-uerted Tound tr--ns in contuet, (XT1902), G Troop
recornzitorad in front <8 the ~Ivneing sround trears -nching towrd a
sus>octad anory eache, Durdns thls tl-¢, secout =nd i elononts zeesunted
f5r 10 Kb, Too cnche site w1l icd 11-105mm rounls, 151 KG.AP mincs, 34
=47 riflos, 360 mertars, 1 Syoowritor, 2 scwdng m-chdnes, 39 new sampans,
15-10%m rckots, 0 A nagazines, 160 2015 »f fud, X s of 011, and
1 7-s wel'er,

6 " Bes ilable Co
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(10) On 2 Rume 1970 while supporting the 44th STZ, 4 Troop
cstahli shod oontact with a oompany sizo mamy wnit (‘87&%09). R anents
supported the grownd troops wlth aerisl wecpons firo, producing'13 XBA,
The ground troops reported killing 1C enamy ond capturing 1 FOW, 2 AK.47
riflos, 1-60rm mortar, 1 BAR, 1 M1 cortine, and 8 Ruselan rifles,

(11) The flexdMlity of the Task Forco concept was arply damonstrated
hy cperations on 4 June 1970, Task Force Hlackhauk oonalstod of 2 alr
cevalry troops, 2 assoult hclicoptar companics, and 1 essawlt hcliocopter
support company, Thase asscts werc utilized tc airlift the 4th Rangar Croup
into 3 landing #oncs, provido reconnaissanco ir zone, and estnblish a
firo surmort bass, C(K-47 ond CH.5) assets were used to 11ft 105mm and 155mm
artillery nieccs into the fire support base and were under the conirol of the
Task Force.

(12) A Troop workoed with clcments of the 21et ARVN Div on 6 Jun 70,
While on a visual reccunyisconce (WRG160), claments recalved enamy fire,
Return fire rosulted in 8 cnemy KBA, 9 structures, and 4 sapans destroyoed,

(13) On 13 Junc 1970, B Troop supportod the 21st ARV Div vith a visual
roconnal ssance ond recaived heovy anary cutomatic weapons fire vie WR165412,
Cotra strikes into the ~re~ rroduced 7 cnamy KBA.

‘ (14) Eloumts of D Troop, 3/5 Cav, wrking for tho 7th ARVN Div,
ostablishod contact wth ~n onory clanent while performing a visual recon-

nalss-neo (:82241). Cobrr strikes ints the arce remalted in 8 KBA, 3

structuras, and 3 swrans being destroyed, D Troop, 3/5 Cav 14ft clanants

thon insarted 120 tronns into the oontact r~ron to furthar develop the

s tuntion,

(15) On 15 Juno 70, D Troop, 2/5 agrdn worked in support of the 7th
ARVY Div, Whilc nerforming routine visunl reconn-issnece, D Troop, 3/5
ost~Hlighed eontrct with ~n enoy it (7S0750), Ao 1ift clmmants insarted
52 troooc into *he contnet ~rea, cotrn punships put in strikes which rosulted
in 30 KBA and 7 strictures tdng destroyed. D Troop, 3/5 clamonts eontinuod
+he contsct on 14 Jun 70 Yy insorting 256 troops. Colra strikes throughout
tho cont-ct for that d-y accounted for an ndditional 11 KEA, 14 structurecs
end 22 speng legtroavced (730352),

(16) A 1g:71 reosovum-iss-nee esnducted by A Mroop on 18 June 70 resulted
in a oontret wltr an unimiern slze mory clenent.,  Flve KBA, 2 structurcs,
and 1 s~rman were oradited to the "Arache's, Oround 4roops were insarted
Yy 11t Alaments to furthor develop the sltuntlon ~nd rccountod for an
~Htion~l 4 VG KIA, .

(27) B Treor clxmants conducted a visual reconn-issance in support of
thn Zlat ARV Div and cngeged a small VC force, (WRO74041) K1ling 6 of the
ena-r, COround troops ins-rted by B Troop lift elonmbs captured sevar-l VO
doounanta,

)}
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&8) On 20 Jun 70, D Troop, 3/5 supportod tho 10th Rogiment, 7th
ARWN Dv for oparaticns in nortEcm Kian Hoa Provineu, OContact was
ostablished wdth the 263rd VC Mndn Porco Battalion (¥8637.), D Troop,

I 3/5 cowras put in strikcs in support of tho ground tWoops and producod

; 2 anery KBA, Ground troops uccountod for an additional 50 KIA and 1

i POW, ae woll as capturing 3-51 cal AA rachine guns, 2-30 cal light nachine
; gms, 1-60mm mortar, 13 AK-47 rifles, 1 M-16 riflo, 1 M.79 GL, 1CKC rifle,
1 B-/0 rocket lrunchar, 1 Chicom pistol and assorted arrmurdtion,

! "(19) Whilo wrlkdng for the 9th ARVN Div on 21 Juno 70 in the Ha Ten

E arca, A Troop wns rosponsible for turning up a eignificant enay waapons

i enche, (V8495775) A Troop soouts discovared ¢ suspocted onemy cache ate,

‘ The 11ft elomants insartod troops noer the site, Sixty-tw amall arms and

1 assorted ermunition warc found, A Troop continued thoir rocomaimssance in
the immedi ato eroe, and discovarod ndditional cacho sitos, Subsoquent
ground oparations in the arer produced in oxcoss of 2,000 gmall arms, as
wall a8 a nurbar of assortoed arow sarved weapons and awmmition,

(20) On 2 Junc 70, D Troop, 3/5 Cav dealt tho ccmmurdeations olement
of the hondquartars of M1itary Roglon II (NVA) a soverc Blow, UWhile on 2
visual rocomnissance in ronction to mn intalligonco roport, D Troop, 3/5
Oav scouts locatod a number of radic antemno protruding from the troes (WT
: 1651), The scouts woro immedintaly engnged ty cnumy fire, Roturn fire
' resultod in 11 aaony KBA. Insertion of ground forcos produced 4 rmore KIA,
’ and 6 POW's, Tho roet important rosult though wns tho capturc of 8 high-
‘ froquanay, mnglo slde band radlos, rost of which wero oparating at tho time
: of egpturo, and 50 pounda of dooumonts,

(M) Oporntions in support of the 4th Rangar ™.t lion during tho
worning of 1 Jure 70 producod 8 KBA's ond 165 gals of FOL destroyod (WQ2900)
by G B olanents, That samo aftarnoon, G Troop supportod the 33rd Regt, .
st ARV Div' vdth o visual roconnalssance and ware oroidted with 7 KBR, !

4 structurcs, and 8 sarpans destroyoed at various loe-tions, :

(22) On 5 July 1970, A Troop surported the 7th ARVN Division, Tho
soouts drow fire from anomv positions in the vicinity of 3340473, Elomants
quickly roturnod the fire ¥illing 14 an 7 in tho ansulns contast, Throe
structures ond six sempans ware destrovoa in tho air strikes, aiong with ono
anti-nireraft machine mun and ono AK-L7,

{23) On 5 Mly 1970, B Tranp mado contact wlth erewyr ¢lumonts (WR4158)
whila in gunrort of the 218t ARVY Mvision, The aivury wap attamting to
eross on ~pan aran, whon thay were ngased with by Cotras and LOH's, The
contect *omltad 4n Q KAA end 3 sampans destroyod,

! (24) Or tho night of 8 July 1970, D Troop, 7/1, initiated an ~mbush ‘
(W1923283) nrainst tw sampars 1naded with onery porssonnel, Flve VO wore

corfirmod KIA. One SKS rnd two Me1 crrbincs ware ecapturod along with sover-l

boby traps and tools ugad to install the booby trops,

8
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(25) A Troop mupported the 7th ARW Division on 13 July 1970 and
contact was estahlished (W9550), The contact lasted all day, and 463 troops
were inserted into the area, A Troop was aredited with 10 KBAkl structure,
and 8 sampans destroyed, The ground troops action produced 1 FOW, 8 AK.47's,
1 SKS, end 1 CHICOM AR captured., '

(2%6) C Troop, whle in support of the 9th ARWN Dividon, on 19 Jul 70
ostablished contact 1dth enamy elaments in the Tro Ten RPorost (VWS6444). The
enamy at first tried to ovade but finally fired on the soouts wio immedately
angaged the anemy, The contact remulted in 12 enaqy KBi, 3 AK-47's, ond X0
rounds of ammo ond various equipmant captured by insarted ground troops,

(27) On the night of 18 July 70, D Troop, 7/1 initiated tw separate
- ambushes on VC elements at co-ordinates W978269 and W953260, The ambushes
r8sulted in 7 enermy KIA, 2 scmpans destroyed, and 2 M-16's ceptured,

(2) D Troop, 7/1 cxecuted tw separate ambushos against VC claments
on 19 Jul 197C in the Vinh long Army Airfield arca. The rasults were six anemy
KIA, cno Mu16 ceptured, and two sampans destroyed. The KIA count was balieved
to bo much higher since many rore VO were telicved Mt in the ambushes, How
over, the anary hed completoly policed the ambush sites by first light, and
dylight sweeps through the nrea yielded nothing,

(20) On 21 July, © Troop whs working in support »f£ the 9th ARVN Divisior
at Ban Tro and supporting ground troops in contact (¥55622), Despito heavy
enamy ground firo, C Troop gunships conductod numerous ~ir strikes in support
‘of the ground troops. During the course of the contact, C Troop receivoed
crodit for 13 KDA,

(0) D Troop, 7/1 Kd1led four aary soldiars during the execution of
an ambush (WB955260) on 23 Jul 70.

() On 29 July, D Troop, 3/5 nndc contact with an ostimated rainforeed
VC platoon in tho vicinity of WBR577, Elaments wors crodited with 6 XBA, 25
structures, and 6 sampans destroyed.

(32) On 23 Jul 70, FLIR conducted mght oparations in Kien Phong Provinc:
(Baso frea 470) supportod by the 162nd/114th Might Hntor/Killer packages. At
0250 hours 40 VG wore dotected at W6924501, Qun strikcs were placed on the
tnrgot resultdng in 17 VC KBA. Attacking gunships rccoived 1light ground fire
wth negative damnge.

(33) D Troop, 7/1 conducted a "Cormbine? Uatch" cperation on 23 July 1970
wth Prpular Forcos narsonnel from Duc Ton District, So Dee Province., One
artush stte (W055260) conslsting of 9 1S and 20 Wi rode oontact with an
cstinot~1 70 gquad at 2345 hours. At 2400 hours a swecp of the contact arem
wns mrde eonfirning 4 VO KIA, Duerdng the course of the sweop, clomants begen
rocciving srill arms fire from » nearbty tree line., Cotre strikes were placed
sn the arca wth wrknown rosults,

)
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(34) FLIR conducted night cparotions on 24 Jul 70 in Duo Ton Distriot,
Sa Deo Provinco (6940245), Rumults of tho riesl.n ware 6 KBA and 2 sampens
dostroyad,

(35) On 29 Jul 70, B Truop supnorting B-41 condugted proplanned
insartions (WY3/1), Qround troops mado contpct shortly efter insaertions
(v6922703), additionual alomonts were inscrtod to rodnforoe, Romlts ware 2
VC K3A rnd 2 structuraes dostroyed by supporting ciror=ft, Oround troops kdlloed
6 VG, oxpturcd 2 M-60 mochine guns, sovaral 847 magngines, and some and
clot“d.ng whilo suffuring 5 ARVN WIA, Phany elemants werc belioved to be from
tho 504th VO Battalion,

(%) A total of 92 oparational duys for tho Squ-dron corprised this
roporting pardod,

I, (C) Mrfiaqld Dafansa Activitins,

(1) VAnh Long Army Adrficld exporianced two indircot fro attacks duriny
tho roporting period, both of which rosulted in rmoro damage to equipmant and
facdlitios and moro parsonnel casurltios than any attack in tho previous year,
Ingteld ght Roconnaisssnco misaions continue to produco rosults, Night ambushes
by tho infentry platoons of the air cavalry troops and D Troop, 7/1 comined
with loanl RF forces have unquostionnably onhancod nirficld socurity. The most
productive month of tho roporting poriod wna July in which fiftv percant of D
Troop ambushes mndo contact wdth tho encry, rosulting in 17 confirmed kills and
13 probable kills, Improvaemants have buan made on tho elrfield perimotar ty
robuilding/rofurbd shing Wunkera and towars rnd roplacing clrymorc mines and
wire obstaclos whore neoded, Flana hava beon mpado to ampliace elght-foot gyclone
fanco arovnd the poarimeter btunkers, This ydll provide g groestar degrec of
rrotoction agninst rockot propollad granades and saepper/rround attack,

(2) The nirficld was subjooted to an indirect firo attack at 0030 hours
on 1 May 70, Tho attack conalstud of 45 rounds of 60wm mortar firo and 7
reunds of 82m mortar fire, which inflicted heavy damage to 10 alreraft ond
light damago to 20 alreraft, MNight sccurlty sdroraft obsearved tw flashes firon
morters, wost and southwost of the airfleld, but wero unahlo to pinpoint and
angngo tham due to the close proximity of friendly troops and uncartainty of
oxnet locations of flashos, Aftar five minutes tho anomy consed fire and
wthirow southwost, Tw 60mm mortnrs and one 82m mortar were usad in the
nttack, A ddgnifiennt aspoct of thle attrck wmas tho cnamy's use of the 82m
mortar in n attack apainet the nlrfldld for the Mrst tino 4in more than a
year,

(3) For the second time during the reporting period the enemy used S2mm
mortar fire in an indirect firse sttack at 0105 hours on 2 July 70, M ghteen
rounds were fired which inflicted light damage to one alrcraft and three
ildings, wunding eix US, personnel, Night security alrcraft were ailrborne
but were unable to deteact the nortar position, Inemy ceased fire after thros
minutes and dthdrow in ar unknown direction,
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J. (U} VWoathers

Adverse weather has hid only a very limited effsct on operations during

this reporting pariod., Oround fog hos delayed the roporting time for o few
mlssions, At timoes 1s0lated thundarstorms have caused the misgion to bs
shifted to a secondary arca of operation or delayed for a pariod of time,
All major oparations condueted by the Squadron have been planned utiliging
the avnilable woathar forocasts,

2, (C) Lessons Learned: Commander Obsecrvations, Evaluations, and
Recommendationss

A. (U) Parsonnel: MNono
B, (U) Intolligaoo: MNone
C. (U) Oparations:

(1) Otservation: The D gmwmunition for the XM-35 (20mm) system is not
offoctiva against most acquired targets,

(2) Bvaluntion: On 2 typleal vigudl rooconneissanoc, most onamy contacte
aroe mado long wodad eanl 1lines, in hunkarod arcas, or aroas Wlth prepared
Mehting nogdtiona, The PD ammuinition for the XMe35 hig had limited offect
on these torgots,

(3) Rocommmda*iong

Bvary offort should be made to obtain armor plarcing rounds for the
B35 (20rm) system, In order to propurly eveluate the wespon and obtain
optimm results AP amrmnition is needed.

"(4) Command Action: Requasts arae belng made to obtain AP amrmmtion,
Also, reports are sutrdtted to Qroup as required on the evaluation of the BL.35
gyotem,

D. (U) Organtzation: None

E. (U) Training:

(1) Observation: Past experience with new scout pilots has pointed out
n need for a more thorough and gystenmatic ssout pilot orientation,

(2) Evaluation: The Aero-Soout platoon requires a oontinusus influx of
pilots, Sinee many of these avistors are unfamilinr with the Alr Covalry
operation ond OHe6A niraraft, a comprehensive training program is bedng
davaloped in the Troops of the Squadron,
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(3) Recormendations: To aocomodate Woth the newvly assigned aviator
md the tranmdtioned avintor, the following training program has been adopted
in the Sauadron:

a, 5 hours flight time UH.1R
¥, 50 hours flight time AL.1G as co-pilot

S, gomletion of OH.6A trangition at unit leval or at the Transition
chool

d. 10 hours flight time as an obsarver in the OH-6A

e, 10 hours flight as a pilot With an exparienced ascut pilot as the
observer,

£. Fnal check ride in the A0 with on IP gs the obsarver

(4) Cormand Astion: Tho Squadron has adopted this program in an effor:
to inarense the offootivanowss of tho soout pilots,

F, (U) Loglsticesr None
G, (U) Communicationas

(1) Obsarvation; The power output of radio sets, AN/VRG-49 and AN/GRC.
125 is balioved to be lower than that puhlished ty tho ™,

(2) Bvaluntion: Bach radio set wns sonnoctod to the R-292 antennae,
After replacing the entonnae and antonnne dlamants wdth now equipment and a .
check of tho RF calles, the power output wns still found to be low. Since tho
anteinno was scourod to a telephone pole, a grounding colle was installed. It
wae found that Yy doing this tho powor output of tho radio sets inarensxd Wy o
averago of 3,25 watts ovar the frequancy spoctrum,

(3) Recommendation: It 1s recormended that all RO-292's be grounded to
inororse tho efficiency.

(4) Corrand Action: Squadron Cormo hns grounded all RG=292's being
utiliged in the Squadren,

H, (U) Materinl:
(1) Obsarvation: Prior to 1 June 1970 the fairing assambly that moloses
tho 427 minigin gystom on the OHehA had not boon used, Ae a result numarous
mrlfimotions ceourrod duo to foradgn natter acourml~ting 4n the worpons system.

(2) Bvaluation: Tho uso of this fadring assambly =gnificantly inareased
tha oonbat offoctivaness of the minigun hy olirdnating nony of tho factors
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causing the mal fmotions,

(3) Rocormandations: It should be rought to the attention of all

unit oo mapders, using the OHe64 ap n roonnaissance airaraft, that the fairing
a88THly on tha BL2T can roducs tho poasitlity of frequent malfimotions dn

this weapon,

(4) Cormand Action: A1l Troops in the Squadron have been notified of
the {noroasod affoctivenoss of the XM 27 through usa of the fairing assembly,
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AVBACE-C (15 Aug 70) lst Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lsssons Learned, 7/1lst Air Cavalry Squadron
for Period Ending 31 July 1970, RCS CSFOR-63 (R2) (U)

DA, HQ, 164th Avistion Group (Combat), APO 96215 20 Aug 1970

Department of the Army, ATTN: ACSFOR
Commanding General, lst Aviation Brigade, ATTN: AVBAGC-O, APC 96384

1. (U) The attached 7/1st ACS ORLL for perfod ending 31 July 1970 has
been reviewed by this headquarters.

2. (U) The following comments are made on the report: Para 2, pages 1]
thru 13 concur with ccmments.
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AVBAGC-C (15 Auc 70) 2d Ind
SUMJECT: Qperotiunal Report - Lessons Leamed, 7/1st Air Oavalry 8
for Period Ending 31 July 1970, RCS CEPOR-65 (R2) (U)

DA, UEADQUARTZHS 197 AVIATICH BRIGADE, APO 96384 14 cEo nrg

wry

T0s Commanding Genorsl, United States Army Vietnam, AFIN: AVHIC-DST, APO 96375

1. Tiia headquarters has reviewed subjoct report and concurs with the contents
oo indorsed,

2. The following additional comment is oonsidered pertinent:

Paregreph 2b(l), page 12, addresses the requirement to ground the RC-292
antenna. Conours For proper orientstion and maximum power transfer, the
untenna modified groud plane RC=292 must be grounded. The normal ground path
is through the metal most section. Antennas mounted on non-conductive polcs
must have & groumd cable to provide proper path to ground and provide adequate
protsotion to equipment and operetor from electrical storms.

MOR THe CQUIMANDER:
K z’%ﬁggw

CPT, AGC
Aust M jutont Genorel




S ———— s

AYHDO-DO (15 Aug 70) 3d Ind
SUBJECTs Operational Report Lsssons learned of the 7?th Squndmn

iat Alr Ch'l]"' for the h--QM .-ull-- il Jule

(RCS-CSFOR-65) (R2)(U) ) 77

Headquarters, United States Army Vieinam, APO San Francisco 96375 180T 1370
T0: Commander in Chief, United States Ammy Pacific, ATTN: GFOP-DT,
APO 96558

'e  Thu Huadquarters has reviswed the Operational Rsport-lessons Learmed
for the quarterly pericd ending 3! July 1970 from Headgquarters, 7th
Squadron 18t Air Cavalry and commente of indorsing headquarters.

2. Coraents follow:

a. Heference item concerning "CUperations,"” page 1!, paragraph 2c: noncon-
cur, Tests on 20mam Armor Plercing Ammunition as reported by MUOOM representa-
tives show that the AP round is not bunker defeating, Ten and peventeen
pound warhead HE 2.75" rockets will defeat most bunkers provided a direct
hit is achieved. The 20mm XNM35 system 18 intended to defeat personnel or
"soft"™ materiel targets., No action by USARPAC or DA is recommended,

b, Reference i{tem concerning "Material,” page '2, paragraph 2h. This
Headquarters has no avidence to belleve the XM 27E1 system is widely usad
without the falring assembly. The fairing assembly protects the Mi34 housing
and gun drive assembly from foreign-object damage as well as making the system
awrodynamically compatible with the airframe., Discussion of the use of the
fairing assembly will be a subject in the October USARV Aviation Armament
Conference, No action by USARPAC or DA is recommended,

FOR THE COMMANDER

Va // Vs

pnt.'

Cy fumi Asuisiant Agutoil General

tat Avn Bde
7th Squadron, ist Alr Cavalry
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GPOP-DT (15 Aug 70) 4ch Ind (V)

SUBJECT: Operativnal Reporr of HQ, 7th Squadron, lst Air Cavalry for
Period Ending 31 July 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

e, US Army, Pucific, APO San Francisco 96558 l?NO\I 978

TO:

Assistant Chief of 3taff fuor Furce levelopmsnt, Department of the
Army, Waghingron, D, C, 20310

Ihis headqudrters concuré in subject report as Indorsed,

POR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

e

.

4
. /L,!. M\
Cr?, A -

Asst AG
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i - 7/1 ACS OPERATIONAL STATISTICS {Cont'd)
F YARTER EXDING 1 July 1970 (C)

Inclomurc # 3

The following 11st or +notyy weapons ant oquipment wes capiurod Urvugh e
cnbdned effort of the Squadron end ARVN ground troops,

K- 47 132
SKS 2288
. M.16 4
! BAR 12
i M.l Carbine 3
g M.2 Corbine 7
. Assorted Rifles 1%
i 1G 50 cal, 1
MG 12,7 11
L 7ht Mashine Qun 18
Mitonatle Weapons 2
AA P7rm 3
Recniless Rifle S7rmn 5
Recrileas Rifle 75rm P
B.40 Rocket Leuncher 11
M.79 franade Lmuncher 2
‘ Morter, 60rm 19
i M"JI‘taI', 22 10
: Mortar tubes, 122m 5 cases
Mortar rounds, 60rm 25
Mortar rcunds, 82rm 14
Rocoiless Riflo rounds, 10%m 15
ronades 120
Claymore minas 8
Agsortod arrnnition 7.5 Tons
Singlo=cido Band HF radies

Redios

TA 312 & EE® Telephonos
Chdoom tel ophona
Chiocon swltchhonard
Cnda Booka

Doouments

Arc Wolder

Soudng Meehina
Ganerator 1,5 KY

14
SVMMHELHFOND Hoo O
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«

Tractors
Vohdiclosg
Medical Supplies 2 Tons
Explodvos 1500 Pounds
Finl 2160 Gellons
011 30 Gallons
AP Minos 12
Ordnence Repoir Equiprmant N0 Pounds
Ehpinas § HP 1

3 Sampan Metors 9
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