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CONFIDENTIAL 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMf 
Headquarters, 13th Aviation Battalion (Combat) 

APO San Francisco   96296 

AVBABN-GC 9 May 1970 

SUBJECT:    Operational Report - Lessons Learned of the 13th Aviation Battal- 
ion (Combat), for the Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CffOR^S 
(R2)  (U). 

CIIiCUS^PAC, ATTN:    GPOP-DT, APO San Francisco 96558 
flI—Milling General, USARV, ATTN:    AVHGC-DST, APO San Francisco 96375 
Coixianding General, Ist üViation Brigade, ATTN:    AVBAGC-O, APO San Francisco 
9638^ 
Coraraandlng Officer, 164th Aviation Group (Conibat), ATTN:    AVBACE-C, APO San 
Francisco 96215 

1.    (C) Operations;    Significant Activities» 

a. (U) Unit Mi salon;    The 13th Aviation Battalion (Cbt) constituted as 
TASK FORCE GUARDIAN was placed in direct support of the 21st ARVN Division 
on 1 January 1970.   During this reporting period there has been no change in 
this mission, 

b. (U) Organiaation:    Under TASK FORCE GUARDIAN the 162nd Aviation Com- 
pany (Aslt Hel) and the 191st Aviation Company (Aalt Hel) were placed under 
operational control of the 307th Aviation Battalion (Cbt) at Can Tho.    At 
the end of March Alpha Troop, 3A7 Air Cavalry Squadron which had been OPCON 
to TASK FORCE GUARDIAN returned to the 12th Aviation Group.   Charley Troop, 
16th Air Cavalry, a farmer unit of the 1st Infantry Division, was reassigned 
to the 13th Aviation Battalion (Cbt) pernanently.    On 23 March the 221st 
Aviation Company (Util A/P) relocated from Soc Trang AAP to Can Tho AAF, APO 
San Francisco 96215,   At the close of the reporting period the organisation 
of the 13th Aviation Battalion (Combat) was as follows (Inel 1): 

(1) HHC, 13th Aviation Battalion (Cbt), APO San Francisco 96296. 

(2) 121 st Aviation Company (Aalt Hel), APO San Francisco 96296. 

(3) 162nd Aviation Company (Aalt Hel), APO San Francisco 96215, 

(4) 191st Aviation Company (Aalt Hal), APO San Francisco 96215. 

(5) 22lst Aviation Conyony (UtU A», APO San Francisco 96215. 

FOR OT UT 
702193 
Inclosure 

« • 
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ion (Cu.rJbat), for the terlod Ending 30 April 1970, RCS C3:,on-65 
(R2) (U). 

(6) 33bth nviation Company (Aalt Hel), APO San Pranciaco 96296. 

(7) C Troop, loth Air Cavalry Squadron, APO San Francisco 96296. 

c.     (C) Changes in corirurid and staff? 

(1)    fUJ LOUIS Bt aOKMDSI,  292-30.7556, Oik, was assigned as the Exec- 
utive Officer of the Battalion on 23 Mar 1970.   Ii;J JOSEPH V.  LENOCI, 137- 
.■- 322j FA,  was reassigned to 164th v/lation Croup (Cbt), 

U)    CPt PAUL C. rfüLUJWELL II, 2^i^6U-1533» INF, was assigned as the 
Battalijn S-2 on 6 Feb 1970.   CPT HABOLO L. HffiBbÄT, 21^50-5772, FA, was 
reassigned to COIJUS. 

(3)    CPI ROGcK 3. COLLINS,  263-82-7177, ADA, was assigned as the Coa- 
nandinc Officer, HHC, 13th Aviation Battalion (Cbt) on 19 Apr 1970.    CPT 
BRADFORD K.  BRO«,   545-6(1-7701,  IM', wag reassigned to COMUS. 

{U)    CPT BJQX W. mSJSBL, 023-23-238/., CE, was assigned as the Battalion 
^4 on 21 Mar 1970.    CPT THONIS R, MBUU8HLZN, 092-34-2152, nDA, was reas- 
signed to CONUS« 

(5)    MM HZMRY T. BROÜI JR,   502-32-6354, CE, was assigned as the Coo- 
Tianding Officer, 121 st Aviation Corcpany (Aslt Hel) on 15 Feb 1970.    MAJ 

•„.LEO S. KETTLES, 368-26-6932, PA, was reassigned within the Ist Aviation 
^ripade. 

(6;    MAJ THOMAS E. BBAUCHAMPi 225-44^6703, INF, was assigned as the Com- 
■endiac Officer, 162nd aviation Company Uslt Hel) on 18 Apr 1970.    MAJ 
K£MN£TH D. LOVtLES.^, 467-52-0689, AR, was reassigned to COMUS. 

i.     (C) Unit straugth;    Se- Incl 2. 

v-y A-Uwr-ift status:     See Incl 3. 

f. (c J Operational results:    3ee Incl .4.. 

g. (C) Operations; 

(1)    The 13th ..viation Battalion (Cbt), during the reporting period, con- 
tinued to provide aviation assets for preplanned airmobile assaults, troop 
insertions and extractions, air cavalry operations, tactical and administra- 
tive support, comnand liaison,  radical evacuation and detailed visual recon» 
naisance'in direct support of the 2l9t ARVN Division,    Tactical and 
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.SUBJECT:    Gpurati-nxl RMOTt - UaacmB l.iMrnfd of the 13th ^viation Battal- 

ion (Corabit), for  the l'fcriüd Unding 30 April 1970, RCS CSF'OR-65 
(R2)  (U). 

administritive as-jets for the 2l8t .iRVN Division were provided by the ele- 
raenta of the Battalion constituted In TViK FORCE GU.JlDIANi  the 12l8t „via- 
tion Company (Aslt Hdl), 336th aviation Company (Aalt Hel),   22l3t Aviation 
Company (Util H/P) and C Troop, 16th air Cavalry Squadron.    During the por- 
tion of thu reporting period prior to 31 March, A Troop, 3rd of the 17th 
nir Cavalry Squadron was OPCON to the 13th aviation Battalion (Cbt).    In 
late March C Troop, 16th air Cavalry Squadron arrived at Soc Trang and was 
permanently aaaigned to the 13th Aviation Battalion (Cbt) on 5 npril 1970. 
On 1 *ipril, C Troop ds.suncd the raission formerly performed by A Troop in the 
4«2nd DU«    Tactical support provided by TASK FDRCE GIODIAN  consisted.of 
mini-packages and air cavalry packages.    A ;idni-packagc consists of five 
UH-iL'Ai utility helicopter troop transports, a fire team of !JH-1B/C utility 
helicopter gunships and a UH-1D/^ utility helicopter Conroand and Control 
ship,   an air cavalry package consists of four 0H-6A light observation acöut 
lielicopters, four AH-1G attack helicopter ganshipa, four UH-1H utility heli- 
copter troop transports and a UH-1H utility helicopter Cownand and Control 
ship.   Tactical missions are also beirv conducted by the Vietnamese Air 
Force, 217th and 211th Helicopter Squadrons, located at Bien Thuy AFB.    Thia 
support consists of a flight of (5 to 9) VNAF UH-1H utility helicopter troop 
transports, while the 13th Aviation Battalion (Cbt) provides the gunahip 
support, a heavy fire töam (three ÜH-1B/C gunshipa of three AH-1G attack 
helicopters), and • left seat (0-3 or above, /ar Mission Commander qualified) 
co-pilot for the VNAF Command and Control helicopter.    The VNAF is presently 
training gunship pilots and from time to time they replace US Arny gunahip 
assets with their UH-1H model gunshipa.    It is anticipated that all VNAF 
combat air assaults are forthcoming, 

(2)    uirmobile Operations:    The Battalion supported ^2 airmobile oper- 
ations during the reporting period, an increase of 147 over the last reporting 
period.    Some of the significant operations are liated below: 

(a)   Combat operation of 5 February 1970:    The 162nd Aviation Conqsany 
(aslt Hel)  supported Ba Xuyen Province and the 2l8t ARVN Division on an 
operation staged out of Soc Trang .trny /iirfield which is approadiaately 100 
miles south of Saigon, coordinates XR 058591.    '^he task force organlaation 
consisted of five UH-1H utility helicopter troop transports, three UH-1C 
utility helicopter gunships and one UH-1H utility helicopter Conmnd «nd 
Control aircraft.   Two hundred Regional i'orce/l'opular Force troops were 
lifted into a landing zone center of mass XR 030780 at 1300 L.   The miasion 
was to conduct a raid against a known Viet Cong company believed to be in 
the area.    Inmediate contact was made by the gunshipa and additional gun- 
ships were requested.    On the troop insertions one ARVN pasaonger was 
seriously wounded and the troop transports took heavy fire.    Between inser- 
tions the gunships continued to engage the oncny.   As eneny resistance waa 
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broken the frUmdiy troops swept the area,    A total of 2? KBA's (killed by 
air) were accounted for by the Copperheads, arni'd pl-.toon, of the 162nd, 
Intciiigtnce indicated the VC  cjnpany had been destroyed.    All assets were 
r«l< u.-jed at 2Üuu L. 

(b) Coiitat ap^rationa of 27 February  1970:    The 12lst Aviation Company 
U-sit H«l)  supported the  33rd hegiment, 21at ARVM Divisioq in an operation 
staged out of Vi  Thanh,  .li 537822, which is located approximately 125 ndlea 
southwi ik of Saigon«     »hi ta jk ori;?mi2ation consisted of five UH-1DA1 util- 
ity helle jptor troop tr .•.spcrt-'j, three 'ii-lD utility holicopt.er ^unships and 
one UH-li utility nelicopter Coracand and Control ship.  "The operation beg*n 
at 0900 L ar.d thi  mia uon was to insert t lont-nts of the Reci';»ent into a 
landing zone center of axxsa WR 3570,    Initial contact was made with VCA'VA 
elevmtl believed to be  500 - 600 men in size.    The Viking gunahips provided 
the najority of the overhead fire support and were credited with 21 KB.Js 
ikilied by air),  destroyii.g i,0 eneiry structures and bunkers, and 42 sampans. 
The enen^ force was driven back and all assets were released at 1700 hours L, 

(c) Combat operation of 1 March 1970:    The 121st aviation Company (Aalt 
Hel)  supported Bac Lieu Province on an operation staged out of Bac Lieu, HI 
791231, approxirartely 175 miles south of Saigon,    The task force organization 
w?.s similar to that in (b) above.    The operation was begun at 0800 when 150 
Regional Force/Fopular ^orcc troops were inserted into a landing zone center 
of  mass XR   155389.   As  the  troops swept   the   area  Viking   gunships  of   the   121st 
Aviation Company (nslt Hd) covered their advance with close overhead support 
and were credited with 17 KBA's, 7 enemy structuree destroyed and 27 sampans 
destroyed.    The operation was terminated at 1200 L and all assets were re- 
leased to a FM operation. 

(d) Combat operation of 9 March 1970:    The 191st rtviation Company (Aalt 
Hel)  supported the 9th.ARVII Division ih an operation stagiig out" of "VlAh' 
Long,   XS 040331.   The  task  force organization consisted  of  five UH-1H utility 
he'licopter  troop   transports,   three  'JH-IC  utility  helicopter  gunships and  one 
';::-lH utility helicopter Ccmmand and Control ship.    The operation began at 
o60C L when troops of the 9th ARVN Division were inserted into a landing 
zone center of mass XS 185111.    Tho area was found to be a viet Cong strong- 
hold.    One troop transport helicopter was hit on the initial insertion ard 
was forced down,    «nother troop transport, helicopter made an iranediate ex- 
traction of the crew of the downed helicopter,    A fire team of two .Ji-IG 
Cobra attack helicopters arriven and began to assist the Bounty Hunters of 
the 19l3t in placing rocket fire on the entrenched Viet Cong,   USAF F-100 
fighter bombers were used as were U3 Mavy 0V-1O Broncos.   Finally the enery 
was silenced and later troop sweeps revealed that a Viet Cong connand poat 
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auJ hospital complex had bot)   iestrayed,    Hcavry  cn-jualties wore  wffWed by 
tne uneny. 

(«)   Combat operation of 19 "pril 1970:    C Troop, 16th ,.ir Cavalry   .qunH- 
ron supported the 33rd Ro^imcnt, 2l8t /JiVH Division out of the Regimental 
Cp Ue-s Ca Mau.    The task lorce consisted of four 0H-6A scout helicopters, 
four rtri-lG attack helicopters,  four 'IH-1H utility helicopter trnop trans- 
ports and one 'Jli-1H Command and Control ship.    Tho operation b-^an at 0730 
wh-.n  UM; rx-gir.tnt was in^3ertod into a landing zone enter of MM M) 4194. 
This r.rea is approxinvittly 25 kilometers south end cast of Ca Hau stage-field 
Jl 169139.    Intelligence reports revealed the cxistance of a Viet Cong PC»/ 
c .zjp wher    it. MM suspected that Mohawk (OV-1) pilots were bein," btld cr.ptivc. 
The last word r.^ard from the pilots afttr their crash was that they v/or>- in 
good conditicn .and were heading north,    nt 0830 an 0H-6A Scout spotted a 
voIUy Kail not in a clearing.    I;mediate insertions revealed the exi^tance 
of a complex   Vi^t Cong bcisc camp with cages for keeping prieoners.    Two 
iilegiblo military id' ntification card«; v/ere found,   Thö Vi'-t Cong had 
rapidly deserted the camp and no contact was raadt.    All assets were released 
at 1300 L. 

(f)   Additional suj.imarics: 

(1) On 22 April 1970 the 121st nvlation Company (Aslt Hel) claimed 25 
KB-.'s in support of RF/l" troops in An Xuyen Province. 

(2) On 2^ „pril 1970 the I2l3t Aviation Company Uslt Hel) claimed 35 
KBu's in support of the 33rd Regiment in Choung Thien Province, 

(3) On 28 .^pril 1970 C Troop, 16th Air Cavalry Squadron claimed 17 
KBA'S In a 5 day operation in support of the 32nd Regimtnt in Phong Ding 
Province, 

(4) On 23 upril 1970 the 191st «viation Comapny (Aalt Hel) clAimed 19 
KDu's in support of the 21st „RVN Division in Choung Thien Province, 

h.    (li) Training;    The 13th «viation Bat' alion (Cbt) continued to send 
personnel to various schools and courses, 

(1) Arny aviation Refresher Training Courses:    9, Vung Tau. 

(2) 0H-58A Transition:    1, Vung Tau. 

(3) lot Avlition Brigade Instructor Pilot Course:    4, Lon? Binh, 
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SUDJiiCi:    Operatimai Nnrt - Loaions Learned of the 13th avintion Battal- 

ion (Combat),  for the  I eriod Ending 30 ,iprll 1970, PCS CTüFi-M, 
tR2)   (U). 

i.    (U)    iloralfc and Diacipline:    Tho nunfcer of approved rotfoan ruW iont 
for awards r«_coivod during this reporting period are  shovm by the typ I 
.and tjtali awra-ded:    Silver Star:    6, Distinguished riyim? Cr^.^s:    59, 
Brontü atari    107, air Medal "V":    155, «ir Medal:    22?, ^JiCOM "V":    ia3| 
.itCO:»:    359, Purple Heart:    16, Vietnaneae Cros«; of Oallantry:    7, 

(1) During the reporting period the nurab'-r of approved disciplinary 
actions taken under UCMJ were: 

OPfXCM W.JlRalJT OFFICniS EM 

Generals 0 0 0 
Specials 0 0 3 
Su.'Turyo 0 0 0 
j-ticlt 15" s 0 2 116 

(2) The number of personnel that took R&R or leave to various countries 
are denoted below: 

Australia 57 Hawaii 72 Bangkok 3k 
Hong Kong 20 Taipei 20 Tol^o 10 

J.    (U) Safety: 

(1) During this reporting period the Battalion has experienced eight 
report .able accidents, approximately one accident per 4» 984 flying hours, 
bringing the total hours for FY 70 to 116,283. 

(2) During this reporting period none of the assault helicopt'ir corw 
panics had a zero accident rate-, HHC with two aircraft assigned had zero 
accidents, 

(3) nccident statistics and flying hours for 1 February 1970 to 30 .ipril 
1970 are as follows: 

FORCED    fHMßjnUMsXi    FLIGHT 
3       HOURS       RiiTE iwn ACCIDENTS IwClDEWTS LANDIIJGS i.m 

HHC 0 0 1 2 
121 1 2 0 0 
162 1 0 1 2 
191 2 0 0 1 
221 1 0 0 0 

483 0,0 
3,040 12,4 
7,884 12,2 
7,392 27.1 
5,334 18,3 
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FORCED    PRECHUTIOMARY   FLIGHT 
UNIT          ACCIDENTS INCIDENTS       LANDINGS       LANDINGS       HOURS       RATE 

336                   2 
CA6                1 

2                    0                    4              8,083       23.4 
0                   0                    2              2.706       36.9 

TOTJ.                8 4                   1                  U            39,877 

2.    (C) Section 2. Le« »ions Learned:   Conmander's Observations. Evaluations 
and Corxjand ^ction. 

a.    (U) Fcreonncl. 

(1)    Low enlisted strength: 

(a) Observation:   During the past quarter aviatur status has risen from 
a low of 68£ to the present level of 90% strength.    In the meantime the EM 
strength level has remained consistently below the authorized level and is, 
for example in the 162nd Aviation Company (Aslt Hel), presently below 80£. 
This shortage of personnel is oxtreraely critical in the flight platoons and 
the maintenance platoons, this shortage results in enlisted men in the com- 
pany performing guard duty every other night,    another result is that the 
rnanitenance platoon has too few personnel to man periodic inspection teams 
at fall strength and because of this, great difficulty is experienced main- 
taining a timely flow of aircraft into and out of maintenance.    In many cases 
the critical shortages result in first echelon maintenance not being per- 
formed.   This directly contributes to the late aircraft departures that have 
boon experienced in the last quarter. 

(b) Evaluation:    This enlisted shortage creates an undue hardship on all 
personnel.   The level of missions have remained the same yet the number of 
personnel available to prepare aircraft for missions remains low.   This 
directly affects the unit's ability to function in a satisfactory manner, 

(c) Recommendation:    Continued emphasis be placed on requisitions of 
new replacement personnel, 

(d) Connand Action:   Enlisted personnel requiremsnts are monitored on 
a continuing basis and higher headquarters is kept informed of critical 
shortages,   Connanders of subordinate units are aware of the necessity of 
close supervision of remaining personnel to insure mximum output under the 
present circumstances. 
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(2)    Enlisted MDS shortages: 

(»)   Observation:    Tho raaintenance section is becoming short handed on 
school trained mechanics.    Although many skills can be taught by on the Job 
training, the more  specialized skills cannot, 

(b) Evaluation:    What few enlisted replacement personnel that are 
received are generally 67N20 (Crow Chief), but the maintenance section 
is in rvost cases short of the nore specialized skills of prop and rotor 
rcpairnen, electricians and engine repairmen, 

(c) Reconnondation:    That specialized screening be set up at all 
replacement centers and at Group and BatÄlion level,    A system of controls 
should be placed on critical MDS's, 

(d) Comnand Action:    .HI incoming personnel are carefully screened for 
critical JOS's,    Higher headquarters is aware of the shortages but in many 
cases is unable to correct the situation.    Replacement centers nust assign 
personnel based on priority as well as shortages.    Critical IDS's are closely 
controlled at all times,    Conmnnders have been directed to more effectively 
use thu personnel they have and insure OJT is constantly in effect, 

b^:j Intelligence: 

(1)    Probleme with Signal Operating Instructions (301), 

(a) Observation:    During this reporting period, there have been num- 
erous occasions where the frequency that is published in the SOI Is in- 
correct due to frequent changes in the SOI.    A change of the ground force's 
frequency is made and in nftny cases support elements arc unaware of this 
change,   additionally, many ground units will operate on an unassigned fre- 
quency and not notify those with a need to know. 

(b) Evaluation:    Numerous SOI changes combined with improper usage of 
frequencies by units create a substantial eonnunications problem from time to 
time,    XI changes are made prior to authorized change tim-s. 

(c) Recommendations: That SOI changes be a controlled procedure and 
that steps be taken to insure that changes are widely diseainated. Units 
should be prohibited from operating on unauthorized frequencies, 

(d) Coia.iand Action:    One of the reasons for frequent SOI changes is 
that compromises arc; frequent.    Connanders have been impressed with the 
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in^ort;ince of comnunications security«   Tinsly SOI changes are an important 
part of the program to maintain conmunications security and foil eneny 
attempts at interception.    Supported units arc aware of the problems of tho 
use of unauthorized frequencies and are attempting to put a stop to it, 

(2)    Problems with Crypto storage at remote field sites. 

(a) Observation:    The Crypto material used for 0-1 aircraft stationed 
at remjtü field sites have no adequate storage orc-a.    All material to include 
key list, iaK-28 and lQr-20 should be secured in a fixed and locked container 
and all persons who have access to these items or areas should have the proper 
clearance.   The stagefields in question are lirdted in space and storage 
areas and in most case a do not have the required facilities to safeguard 
Crypto material. 

(b) Recommendation:    That higher commanders place emphasis on safe- 
guarding of Crypto material in remote areas and that these areas be provided 
with proper safeguarding material or equipment.    In the case of proper 
clearances, an arrangement between two parties having Crypto material could 
be made so that the personnel with the proper clearance could key the KYK- 
28 and KX-28 from only one key list.   By using the province advisory tea« 
key list the danger of loss of thi separate key list would be elininatod. 
personnel without proper clearance would also no longer have access to 
classified material. 

(c) Command Action:    Maxlnum emphasis has been placed on safeguarding 
of Crypto material.    Subordinate commanders responsible for Crypto material 
have been directed to insure that every step necessary to insure safeguarding 
of subject material has been taken.   Province or sector advisory teams have 
also been requested to fully cooperate In assisting in safeguarding mater- 
ials. 

c.    (U) Operations: 

(1)   Airmobile Opeittions (Mini-pactoge). 

(a)   Observation:    The ndni-packsfe (as defined in paragraph 1, g. (1), 
page 3) concept works well when supporting Regional Force/Popular Force 
troops or provinces and sectors in the open rice paddies of the northern 
and eastern areas of the /,2nd DTH (Southern IV Corps . south of the Bassac 
River).   The small number of lift ships (five) becomes Insufficient when 
being used to transport regular ARVN troops, portieularly when working in 
areas that are known to contain large eneny forces« 
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(b) Evaluation: Aviation elenenva in large oonfcat operations are used 
in insufficient nunfcers to overwhelm the enengr. As a result in many cases 
friendly troops are at a serious disadvantage an insertions into eneny areas. 

(c) Reconmendation: That large conbined packages of ten lift helicop- 
ters (UH-lD/^i) or more be used when contemplating movement of divisional 
units and particularly when numerous lifts are planned into few landing zones. 
If this is done there will be an increase in the shock effect against the 
eneny forces and he will be overwhelmed by the superior size of the friendly 
forces. 

(d) Command Action: At this time the Senior Advisor of the 21st ARVN 
Division and the Comanding General of the Division do not desire to insert 
troops in larger numbers than that which requires five lift ships. On rare 
occasions when larger lifts are desired mini-packages are conbined. 

(2) Airmobile Raids: 

(a) Observation: The raid tactic is a particularly successful method 
of assault into eneny locations. In the opposite case when the Cormand and 
Control helicopter or gunships arrive in the area prior to the lifts, depen- 
dent upon the time span, the eneny is alerted to the fact airmobile insertions 
are imminent. The enecy then is able to retreat or if he so desires prepare 
an unwelcome greeting for the friendly air and ground assets. When raid 
tactics are used the pneny is caught off guard and in nany cases, caught in 
tne open and is unable to move rapidly without being observed. Friendly 
ground forces are generally more successful when they have been inserted using 
raid type tactics« 

(b) Evaluation: Raids are more successful in nany cases against the 
type of eneny forces encountered in the (|2nd DTA. Greater surprise and 
effectiveness against ths eneny units are generally prevalent. In such cases 
the eneny is unable to prepare effective defenses or retreat. 

(c) Gonnand Action: Air Mission Comnanders have been trained in the use 
of the raid. The Air Mission Conaander sust act as a knowledgeable advisor 
to the Airmobile Task Force Connander in the back ssat and reeonnad to hin 
what type of tactic is believed to offer the possibility of the greatest 
amount of success under the existing circumstances. Supported units have 
been instructed in the benefits of surprise in operations against eneny 
forces. 
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{!)    «iutuim Mist: 

(a) übeervation:    Autuan Mist ia the name given to an operation con- 
ducted by an assault helicopter company in which selected areas are defoli- 
atwd via a UH-1H utility helicopter rigged with equipment designed to dispence 
defoliant chemicals.    During the past reporting period the 162nd Aviation 
Company has flown this defoliant mission with mixed success.    Many areas 
vital to enoey movoraent have been defoliated.    However, one aviator was Jdlled 
and sovoral wounded.    The reason for tnis is that the mission is not flown 
as defined.   Many times known eneny areas ore selected for defoliation and 
numerous passes are required over the same area.   Violation of the cardinal 
principles of the Autumn Mist mission have resulted in aircraft taking nun»- 
erous hits day after day. 

(b) Evaluation:    Autunn Mist is not flown as it should be.   Ground 
Mis-sion Comaanders even when advised of the dangers involved continue In an 
in safe aanner, 

(c) Recommendation:    That Autumn Mist as outlined in the mission format 
be the rdssion flown.    That heavily eneny infested areas be cleaned out 
prior to the misaion being performed over these areaa.    That full gunahip 
suppresslve fires be allowed in suspected areaa.    Two fire teams should be 
available, me 'JH-1C gunship fire team to support the defoliation aircraft 
and one M-IG attack helicopter fire team available for pro-strikes Jtn the 
flight path of the defoliation aircraft, 

(d) Connand Action:    This mission as flown is often the target of 
ca^.-.-y fires.    Unit coooänders have been instructed in the Importance of 
insuring that their organic gunshlpa provide proper cover for the mission« 
Ground forces personnel who conduct this mission have been made w©li aware 
of the proper way to fly the mission.   The aircraft conmander of ths defo- 
liation aircraft who is in a sense the Air Misaion Commander, rust emphasize 
the points he feels are significant concerning particular defoliation mis* 
si-ir.s as far as eneny fires, rules of engagement and flight paths.    It ha« 
be^n found that in some cases this hasn't been the practice, 

U)    Day Phantom: 

(1)   Observation:    Day Phantom is a mission flown by two UH-1B/C heli- 
copter gunships or two AH-1G attack helicopters and one UH-lD/fa utility 
helicopter Connand and Control ship.   The mission la generally assigned to 
separate provinces daily.   The province provides a back seat (Airmobile 
Task Force Conmander) who acts as the clearing authority on fire requests, 
ThJ package then scouts suspected eneay areas and attempts to destroy enery 
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troops and structures once discovered.    The misaion is successful when the 
areaa under consideration are free fire areas and when the back seat actually 
has the authority to authorize strikes.    Additionally it has been observed 
that iüt-lß gunships while able to deliver substantial ordnance ore weak in 
the area of low level reconnaisance of targets.    The AH-1G at low speeds and 
low level is vulnerable to eneny fire. 

(b) Evaluation;    The Day Phantom is a successful mission when the areas 
selected are free fire areas and when the back seat province representative 
has authority to clear fire into areas.   UH-IB/C gunships are more suited tn 
this type of ralasion than are AH-lG's because of the forners inherently better 
performance at low level and low speeds visa relative invulnerability to entry 
fire and increased visual reconnaisance capabilities. 

(c) Coninand nCtion:    The Day Phantom is a responsibility of the 307th 
Aviation Battalion (Cbt),   This headquarters has no control over the mission 
assignment or employment.    Such information as that noted above has been 
furnished to the 307th Aviation Battalion (Cbt). 

(5)    Might Phantom (Moc Hoa): 

(a) Observation:    The night hunter - killer team composed of one UH-1C 
helicopter gunship, one UH-1H armed helicopter and one UH-1H Coninand and 
Control aircraft is required to report to Moc Hoa near the Canbodian border 
..ightly.   The mission of the package is to perform visual reconnaisance and 
engage targets of opportunity in the Moc Hoa area.    However, the Vast naj- 
ority of the time the one UH-1H transport helicopter spends the tine on 
miscellaneous type administrative/re supply missions.   When the package is 
diverted to other areas such as Cao Lanh, Chi Lang or Cai Cai there is no 
one at the receiving end who is prepared to use the assets.    While at Moc Hoa 
assets are required to park in an unsecure area«   On several occasions indi- 
genous personnel have eons through the wire and have stolen equipment from 
parked aircraft,   ,md on several occasions the area has been mortared, 

(b) Evaluation:    The Night Phantom mission to Moc Hoa is misused and 
normally not employed.    Poor coordination is evident, 

(c) Recoranendation:    That the mission be terminated at Moc Hoa and the 
night hunter - killer package be assigned throughout the IV Corps as required 
on a nightly basis.    The 7/1 Air Cavalry Senadron (Blackhawk T0C) is some- 
what unsuccessful at controlling the mission, therefore control should be 
returned to the 307th Aviation Battalion (Cbt). 
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id)    Command Action:    This mission is not under control of the 13th 
Aviation Battalion (Cbt).    Howevor, this headquarters concurs with the 
recoiiMeudutions above.    Flexibility in the use of air assets should be the 
watchword« 

(6) 4fMi Helicopter Employment! 

(a) Observation:    Conraon to many missions involving the use of armed 
helicopters is that very few ground commanders understand the capabilities 
anii particularly the limitations of the armt-d helicopter.    In many instances 
they attv mpt to have the gunships engage targets for which they are totally 
unsuited.    Each day the nir Uis.iion Commander nust w-'.ste valuable tine 
educating the back seat in gunship employratJnt, 

(b) evaluation: Back seats (Airmobile Task Force Conmnders) improperly 
■ mploy gunships and do not understand the limitations of the weapons aysteras. 
Ever, wh^n back seats are  30 instructed they often ignore the advice, 

(c) Command action:    The Air Mission Commander is the authority on the 
-mployrxnt of aviation assets.    As such he nust aot as a Knowledge able and 
articulate advisor to the Airmobile Task Force Commander,    All unit co»- 
oandiri hav« been instructed to see that this is the rule rather than the 
exception,    nirnobile Task Force Commanders can normally be expected to try 
and obtain the maxinum support from aviation assets.    Bearing this in mind 
it is the Air Mission Commandor's task and responsibility to attempt to 
channel such support properly,    A continuing effort is also under way to 
ir.suro that back seats arc made aware of the capabilities and limitations 
of all aviation assets. 

(7) Armod Escort: 

(a)   Observation:    The standard size of the fire team on the ndnl-pack- 
age (d-fined in 1. g. (1) above) is two JH-IB/C helicopter gunships.    During 
most operations a heavy fire team, three UH-IB/C gunships, has proven far 
jufcrior.    The gre.tor flexibility,  shock and fire power are invaluable 
during most phases    of th.   airmobile assault.    Two aircraft can provide the 
low reconnaisance whil«. one can fly overhead in a general support role.    Also 
with a third gunship on hand if one aircraft is rendered unflyable for any 
reason, nc time is lost continuing the mission» 

(b; Evaluation: Three helicopter gunships are superior to two on air- 
•nbilo assaults. The increase in flexibility and fire power is substantial 
and Tar greater support is rendered the ground troops. 
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(c)   Connand Action:    Whenever poeaible three armed helicopter gunshipa 
are assigned to the mini-package.   However, the sometimes low aircraft avail- 
ability figures of UH-1B/C model aircraft coupled with the large, oft tines 
insatiable, demands for gunship support during a norraal days operations means 
that assets nust be parcelled out in a Judicious manner.   Unit commanders 
have been instructed to use three gunships whenever such use is deemed nec- 
essary and con be provided in context with other missions, 

(8) iiir Cavalry Operations: 

(a) Observation:    The Air Cavlry troop is often employed in preplanned 
insertions rather than insertions based upon intelligence gathered by cav- 
alry scout elements, 

(b) Reconoendation:   Regimental advisors should be encouraged to advise 
their counterparts that insertions by the cavalry lift helicopters be rode 
where the scout helicopters locate the eneny, 

(c) Command Action:    Such recommendations as (b) above have been made 
to supported units.   The final authority as to the area of insertion is the 
iiRVN Regimental Conomder«   Air Mission Commanders should continue to stress 
(b)   above  to the Airmobile Task Force Conmander. 

(9) Scout Aircraft Target Engagement: 

(a) Observation:    The Scout elements (OH^A's) of the Air Cavalry troop 
are  often requested to make target attacks on  b- ukers and  fortified positions 
by Airmobile Task Force Comoanders. 

(b) Evaluation:   Back seats often request the unwise and impossible of 
the 0H-6A. 

(c) Recormendation:    Once eneay troops have been located by 0H-6A Scout 
aircraft, either gunships should be called in or troops inserted with gunships 
in support.   Regimental advisors should be made aware of the capabilities 
and limitations of the 0H-6A in the Scout role« 

(d) Command Action:    The 0H-6A should be used as a Scout or reconnalsance 
aircraft, not as a gunship.   Air Mission Commanders have been directed to 
emphasize this and bring instances where this principle is violated to the 
attention of higher comraandere.   A constant training program is under way to 
familiarize ground force personnel with the capabilities and limitations 
of aviation assets. 

U 

CONFIDENTIAL 



AVB.\BN.CC lüNMIJtHTIAL u ^ l97Q 
SUBJECT:     Operational  Report  - Lessons Learned of  the   13th Aviation  Battal- 

ion (Combat), for the Period Ending 30 April 1970. RCS C3^-65 
(R2) (U). 

(10)    Swing Ships (Province adnrlniatrative, cargo and liaison aircraft): 

(a) Observation:    Aircraft assigned dally as swing ships to the sup- 
ported provinces are poorly used due to the poor prior planning on the part 
of the provinces.   Supported units receive an aircraft daily from 0630 - 
1630 and therefore are not required to plan either itineraries, loads or 
schedule stops.   The aircraft beconee in essence a jeep.   There is a signifi- 
cant duplication of effort and waste because of this.   Too mich tins, effort 
and money are spent getting and keeping aircraft flyable to then have the 
flight time and utilisation frittered away thusly. 

(b) Evaluation:    Poor prior planning and a lack of real need for the 
level of support rendered causes mis-utilization and waste in aircraft assets. 
Tactical emergencies arise from tins to tins but do to wasteago during earlier 
periods sufficient aircraft are unavailable during these periods of need« 

(c) Reconnsndation:   That supported provinces carefully plan the day's 
activities and that naxinun utilisation with rlninura time be the guide line. 
Provinces  or  sectors  should not  be  provided an aircraft unless  they have a 
need for one. 

(d) Command Action:   The province swing ships have priority over all 
other missions on a daily basis.   Higher headquarters has been informed of 
the waste and inefficiency in some of the missions.   Additionally, aviators 
have been directed to assist supported sectors and provinces in planning 
missions so as to achieve maxirum efficiency, 

d. Organisation: None. 

e. Training: None. 

f. Logistics; 

(1)    Shortage of tool kits: 

(a) Observation:    The number of tool kits, aircraft mechanic's - general 
FSH Ä920-906-9739, authorised for the aviation conqpanies (assault helicop- 
ter) in the battalion is eighty each.   As an example the nustoer of thiee kits 
in the 19l8t Aviation Conyany (Xslt Hel) is 2?.   These items are on valid 
requisition. 

(b) Evaluation:   The shortages of tool kits nake it difficult for mech- 
anics and flight crews to complete work properly. 
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(c) Recommendation:    En^hasis at higher headquarters should be placed 
on procuring    the required tool kits, 

(d) Command Action:    Tool kits remain on valid requisition.    Subordinate- 
units have been directed to update requisitions as necessary and irake timely 
follow ups« 

(2) 0-1 engine shortages: 

(a) Observation:    The average waiting period for engines (EDP) for 0-1 
aircraft Is 30 to 45 days, 

(b) Evaluation:    Aircraft that are needed In support of combat oper- 
ations renain EDP for long periods even after timely follow up. 

(c) Recommendation:    Steps should be taken to re-evaluate requisitioning 
and supply channel procedures and to expidlte normal re supply of EDP engines. 

(d) Command Action:    Continued EDP requisitioning. 

(3) Streamliner: 

(a) Observation:    By virtue of a new part supply system titled STREAM 
LINER, participating units are able to maintain an exceptionally low "NORS" 
(Not Operationally Ready Supply) rate.   Requisitions are forwarded directly 
to AJflC (Aviation Material Maintenance Command) at Saigon dally.. Parts come 
back on the same day in the case of EDP's and the next day for non-EDP's. 
Units maintain a PLL of only about 500 (most commonly used) items. 

(b) Evaluation:    Stream Liner is an effective and simple system that 
provides participating units with maximm support in procuring    controlled 
aircraft parts.    An exceptionally low "NORS"1 rate is the result, 

(c) Recommendation:    Stream Liner should be placed in operation through- 
out Viet Nam. 

(d) Conmand Action:    None at this time; concur with recommendation, 

g.    (U) Coronunlc^tions:   None. 

h.    (U) Material;    None, 

U Incl BILLY I. McRILL 
as LTC INF 

Connandlng 
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iVB4GB (2A r«y 70)   ist Ind 
IQBJBOTl    OMmtiaMl Report - Lctsom   L irMd|  13th uvintior. Littplion 

(Gonbnt) for fericd Bodiac JO (kpril 1970, :kUÜ U^'Ut-65 (B2] (I1) 

DA, BQi I64ff .V/TATIC: QRDQf (aiür.T), iW 96:,i5, Ultagr 1970 

TO:    D«pnrt:-c:it of tht IngTj  iTTO«    ACSTQa 
fli—iinlliiu 0«tp«l| Ist 4vi«tion Brigad«, ATTi!:   .V/li.'.GG-O, AN 9633^ 

1. {V)    Tho ittaehtd 1?+i» G&E OlOX for period ending 30 April 1970 has 
beon reviewed by this headqu^rtorn, 

2. (U)    The follovii\, conraonts arc nada on thi report; 

r,    (U)    I'ara 2 ■ (l), pr>^o 7, sad ptn 2 ■ (2), pp^a C;    OoBOV vith 
oooMati on pcorsonoil and ^S shortagve«   :/ clocoiy ssocitovlsg thi itrtagtli 
of CPOU vuJ-t thir- l^cndomrtürc hns been able to cf.i>ct an cqvdtr.llc riistri- 
bntjLon to rabordi&ato rudtf, hovev^rj an overall Bhorta|^ of pcrroiiur.l exists. 
This clojo r:oiii"tori:;j ■Iso proridoa as cnuitablc p dlotxibtttlÄa "oj HOt as 
porsiT-le,    Illsh:r beadquartara haa boon kept adflaad of psrsonael ehortege by 
Kumbtr, c^^de and NOS« 

b, (U)    Para 2 b (l), p^^c 3:    Oonour vith cor^entc»    l64.th J.*G hac re- 
qnirod piboacdisate ooasaanda to oonduot pexiodio aoewrlly cl^s^cs for slX i^Cl 
usors to minivii?.:: nagligant cotiproui co^.    on?nnou.r.ccd frectier.^' 0bai)|iM by 
supported grodjod usita do occur.    Olooo lialeos through the .^i$ AvlatlOB 
&Lencnt| IV Corpr., vrill do a groat deal toward M1w1ffi*Hrg tbia problem, 

c, (U)    Para 2 b (2), pa ;ö 9«    Concur with consents,    Supported corxiands 
hrva bo.3n roruired to provide sccui'c fncilitics for ptorage of c^pto- 
Craphic uatorirl. 

d, (u)   Para 2 o (i), paces 9 ^nd 10:   Uaa-Oaaaae*   ..t tfaia ttega of 
the vrsr, cmi^- rifi-O-l iüsertieni. aaarohing for contact are roorc UMfUl than 
a fev large insertiona,   h'hilo size of vnits to be euployed will depend v.por. 
the tiluaticn, snr.ll forces nozxially ar« adequate and soldoa gat into en- 
gagwasta vhicl; oaaoot be rapidly reinforcod without uaoeoeptabla looses« 
Qood aerial reconnaiaaanoe prior to insertion can provide aasuranoa that 
a nail force will not be ovcivh^lmei after landing. 

e. (U)    Para 2 e (2), page 10i    Qonoor« 

f. Para 2 o (3),  page 11;    CeOiOar« 

g. Para 2 c (/t), ppges 11 and 12;    Concur. 

h.    Para 2 c (5)1 pages 12 and 13l    iion-cunciir with inclurion of cou- 
ueuts on activities and units for whieb  ühc battalion lias no reE^ondLbility 
or authority rid are outside its area of operation. 
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JIBIfll (?<; Ifegp 7C) let InJ, 
SUUlioT;    Operationrl i^eport - LMWOI L—Wdi  13th :i.vi".llon BAttaliiM 

(Goüibnt) for Tcriod uxCiac X AprU 1970| ^ USTOit^ (^?J  (U) 

1.    Tarn 2 c (6):    iJoncur with ooMMBto«    'His htedqunrtGrs is cou- 
tinuiii^ to ^IRCC Mflltllf on the ..ir »J.t.sicu Hide /orcc Uoi^cu^dGr (.i.T/J) 
Criout-'.tioii Pi-o^i'iii nurt air aisaioQ ooBttaaader jiroficic^cy.    UM .al*yj orica- 
tntioa is r rs:>ir day pgogW con-IuctcJ at tlj.j lie (iuuartti-s to tr^d.* ad- 
visors and  Uicir AIMN oomtwpartfl to xi^e "idntion pssotfi uadc fivnil^tle to 
tlica in 'll*c iuOi,t t£footlvi SUUUMT« 

j.   Fan 2 c (7), iP'it;c 13^    Qooour with oonMnt*« 

k.    Parr. " c (3j, ^.^o 1/»:    Üonour witli oouaumtt« 

1.    Ptn 2 c (9), {*€* ''-»i    Coaour with oj^uutii+s except that the troop 
comandcr is tht flBftl ■ttthority on how liic olroreTt arc uiplc; cJ,    üOOtttä f-rc 
for locatinj ttat VUtBtf and guai are for hear/ fire:'..    Both muc- be proMttt 
■at UOSk to^etiicr.    Proper caployiccnt of all typcr oi" f.ircrnft rjrc gnph>ialgod| 
in the I6.;th (Ufl JiUZVC school'. 

m.    Par? 2 c (10), ^s.^6 I?1    i.on-ooncur,    Ihlfl subject vas ttoddad at 
length fro'n input provided b>r the b< Italien,    A very wll perc^ntr^c of 
aircraft time MM found to he not vrell utilised»    A continuing education 
pro^rnn in proper utilisation of aircrpft is in effect to gain maximun 
benefit fron each flying hour. 

n.    Para 2 f (l), pagt 16:    Hoc concur,    hhen this problem v;as brought 
to the attention of thi.o headquartni'^ it vas found in iiost cases th^t the 
xmits \;ere not usin^ proper supply procedurep not were they taking pro- 
per follor-up action,    ilds headquarters v.dll continue to place emphasis 
on proper supply actions and follov.'-up procedures to obt?iii the aeedod tools, 

o.    Para 2 f (2), pape 16:    Concur, 

p.    Para 2 f (3), page 16:    Concur. 

U/iV£- ̂  

nUI^H J. M.iDOX JH. 
Colonel, -ifMl 
QoHMoiding 
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A7U0O-O   (9 Hoy 70)   2d Ind 
JTJ!3j:]CTi   Operrtionnl Hcport-Lec.^ona fcofjifl of the 13th Aviation ^r.ttalion 

(Combat), for the Poriod Ehdiru: 50 Arril 1970, BOI SSFOn-o {-.2)    ('J; 

DA, uiiqpHB9M| is? Avidia: asnnii .JO  96304     27 JUN 0/0 

'x'lCrJi   Oo:nrjidia| Gonercl, Dhltod Stntoc Amy Viotiarn, Mil   ATIGC-DTT, 
APO   96375 
Connrjidoivin-Chiof,  Uhitod States Amy Pacific, AiTlIi    GPOP-D'-', 
APC    ?6550 

90l       Assintrjit Chlof of 3t".ff For Force Development, Do;^rtnent of "-ho 
Amj', Washincton, D.C.    20310 

1. 'J'.iia headquartorn has reviewed the Operation',.l Heport-Ler^ons Lor mod 
of tlw 13th Ivir.tion battalion (Conbat) for ^'.-.o period ondir^ 30 April 1970 
an! concurs './1th the comments as indorsed« 

2, The followinc commonto are aubnittodi 

a*    Paragraph 2a(l), pa^e 7» diccua^os lev; fill level in tho 3S 1WI':B» 
.'iie l^th Aviation Battalion (Combat) onliatnd stren^rth i^ presently 09,4^ 
of RUthOSiatt«    "he l62d Aaaault nolicopter Conpanj- is Bt 03.9,' and the 
l&ltk Avi-tion Group (Combct) is 95»9^ of ruthorized HI,   A atudy io under- 
\/^- to oriiuilize onli-.ted strength throuchovit the lri~ade. 

b. Parc^ph 2f (2), pa^e 16, discuosca the delay in receipt of 0-1 
rlrcrcft oncines»    Tliis problem is currently under study Rl AIQIC to dotcr^ 
mine tlio cr.uoo of this problem»   An adequate supply of 0-1 en^.-'.nos io on 
liand. 

c. Parrcraph 2f(3), pace 16, disciusaea placinc Operation Stream Line 
in operation throuchout Viotnan« This operation is a teat project. 'Jho 
acope r>nd area of operation will be determined by this test« 

rc:i EB ca:xn)BRi 

WARHl.N A. reTBHMM 
Cl'i, AOL 
ASS 1 AÜ 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
AVHGC-DST (9 May 70) 3d Ind 
SUBJECTi    Operational Report - Laasons Learned of the 13th Aviation 

Battalion (Coabat), for the Period Ending 30 April 1970, 
RCS CSF0R-65 (R2)  (u) 

Headquarters,  United States Army,   Vietnam,  APO   San franclsco    96375      * 

TOi    Coaaander In Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTNi    GPOP-DT, 
APO    96558 

1. (U)    TMs headquarters haa reviewed the Operational Report-Leaaons 
Learned for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1970 fron Headquarters, 
13th Aviation Battalion (Coabat) and concurs with the consents of 
Indorsing headquarters. 

2. (C)    Coaaents followi 

a.    Reference itea concerning "Low Enlisted Strength," page 7, 
paragraph 2a(l)i    Concur.    Continued emphasis Is placed on accurate and 
tlaely subalsslon of enlisted requisition requlreaents for the coaaand. 
However,  though there continues to be critical aviation MOS shortages, 
It should be pointed out that the overall 1st Aviation Brigade enlisted 
strength posture as of 30 April 1970 was 19»002 authorized,   18,458 
assigned,  or 97.13 percent of authorisation.    Status as of 3 July 1970 
was 19,063 authorized,  18,526 assigned, or 97*18 percent of authorization. 
No action by USARPAC is reconnended.    Ehllsted fill of total requisition 
requlreaents subnltted by this coaaand Is required by DA. 

h.    Reference Itea concerning "Enlisted MOS Shortages," page 8, 
paragraph 2a(2)i    Concur.    Inconlng personnel are reported by PM0S to 
this headquarters for appropriate asslgnaent.    Procedures have been 
established for replaceaent battalions to Identify and report Inconlng 
personnel  (El - E6) to this headquarters who hold a SMOS or AMOS which 
Is critically short within the coaaand.    Continued eaphasls is given to 
filling the critical MOS shortages within the coaaand«    No action by 
USARPAC Is reconnended.    In addition to required fill action by DA on 
enlisted requisitions,  continued eaphasls should be placed on the enlisted 
fill of thoae MOS indicated on the aonthly USARV Critically Short MOS 
List subalttsd by this headquarters to DA, OPO, ATTNt    EP0PMA. 

c.    Reference itea concerning "Problems with Crypto Storage at Renote 
Sites," page 9, paragraph 2b(2)t    Concur.    Chapter 12, AR 380-40 and USARV 
CEI Itea 10 contain aodified security requlreaents for aobilo installation 
under specified conditions.    Operators and users with appropriate clearance 
need not be authorized access to crypto aaterial as long as Key list 
extracts in excess of Ik days are not on hand,    Un-keyed DY-28s can remain 
In the aircraft as long as the area is under control of US Military guards. 
US Military guards do not require a clearance.    Unit has been so advised. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVHGC-DST (9 May 70) 3d Ind 
SUBJECTi    OperatlonAl Report - Lessons Lssrnsd of ths 13th Aviation 

Battalion (Coabat), for the Period Biding 30 April 1970, 
RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U) 

d. Reference itaa concerning "0-1 Engine Shortages," page 16 
paragraph 2f(2) and para 2b, 2d indorseaent. A significant contributing 
factor in this situation was the iapending aeve of the 388th Trans Co 
to Phu Loi froa Vung Tau (388th is DSU for certain 13th Bn units). 
Ehgines are on hand at ANNO and are prepositioned. Units have been 
experiencing no difficulty in obtaining 0-1 engines recently. No action 
by USARPAC or DA is recoaaended. 

FOR THE COMMANDER1 

!  J 

SJZ" 
■', 

CFi 
13th Avn Bn (Cbt) 
HQ, let Avn Bde 
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GPOP-DT   (9   May   70)     4th   Ind  (U) 
SUBJECT:      Optratlonal  Report   of   HQ,   13th   Aviation   Battalion 

(Combat),   for  Period   Ending  30  April   1970, 
RCS   CSF0R-65   (R2)   (U) 

HQ.   US  Army.   Pacific,   APO   San   Francisco     96558    21 AUG 70 

TO:      Assistant   Chief  of   Staff   for Force  Development,   Department 
of   the   Army,  Washington,   D.   C.      20310 

This   headquarters  concurs   in  subject   report   as   Indorsed. 

FOR  THE   COMMANDER  IN   CHIEF: 

0CL~ 
D.D. CLI] 
2LT, AGO 
Aiat Af 
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-jTi^BN-oc COMFIDEHTIAL n tuy 1970 
SU3J1CTI    Upcratlonal Report - Lessunu Learned of UTC 13th Aviation Battalion 

(Combat), for the Period Ending 30 ilpril 1970 HCS CSFO:i-65  (R2)  (ü) 
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AV&aN-oc CONFIDENTIAL ik i*v wo 
SUBJJKTi    tipw*tiontl Report > Loasona Uomed of tiio 13th Aviation Battalion 

(Combat), for the Period Aiding 30 «orll 1970, SCS C3Foa-65 (^2) 
(U)    13th Aviation Battalion (Combat) Unit Strength breakdown by 
Unit, Direct Hire,  MOS shortages, and Civilian Technical iteprcecnt- 
atives 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
.iVa^BN-OC lit Miy 1970 
a/BJiETi    Uptrational Hoport - Ussons Loamad of Ui« 13th Aviation Battal- 

ion  (Conbat), for the Period Ihding 30 April 1570, RCS C3FÜR-65  (.12) 
Unit, IJiruct i&ro, .*)3 thortigoo and Civilian Technical Ropresent- 
•tivoa 

.US TITLE 

Shortages WS Report (yO% Strangth of L.aa) 

AÜTH aiOD 

nair Pathfinder I 0 
17310 Power dun Operator 1 0 
26320 Radar Muchanic 1 0 
31B20 Radio Nechanie 6 2 
)Üli20 Avlonic Control Üqgip i^>nn i 0 
3öU0 ü/ithehboard operator i 0 
,>2.J0 Pwr 3«! iiquip Jpr/Mcch .^pr 

*> 
0 

o7iao Hwl Hpwn Appr 21 
67B30 Toch Inap (Airplane) 

Toch Inap (Hoi) 
3 1 

Ö7N30 16 5 
68.'J0 Acl't Kaint Appr (fcig Rpr) in o 
71G20 lied Records Specials t 1 0 
TlfSO Flight Operations Swrgennt 1 0 
71X20 iiquip Reports Clerk 10 3 
72320 Maual TT Operator 2 1 
9liA10 Cook's Helper 6 2 
96320 Intl Operations Sergeant 1 0 

IMIT 

Civilian Technical Representatives 

AGOD 

MB, 13th Avn Bh (Cbt) 
121st Avn Co (Aslt Hoi) 
162nd Avn Co (Aslt Hoi) 
irist Am Co (Aslt Hel) 
22l8t Am Co (Util A/P) 
336th Avn Co (Aslt Hoi) 
C Troop, 16th Air Cav 3qd 

0 
2 
2 
2 

2 
0 

Incl 2a 
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WB,uii-Qc COMFIOEMTIAL u ^ ir70 
A'ajfiCTi    ^)or«Uonal R«port - Ueaona Löamod of the 13th Avl.ii ion battalion 

(Combat), for tha Period fading 30 ipril 1970, RC3 CiroR-65 (R2)  (U) 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
Amai-oc HJ M» 1970 
SUBJECTt S^«r«tlonal Report - Looeonu Learned of the 13th Aviation Battellon 

(Combat), for the Period iihdlng 30 April If70, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) 
(U) 13th Aviation Battalion Operational Ilesulta 
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UMa ASSTFTF.n 
Sgcufity CI»M»i(ic«llon 

DOCUMENT CONTROL DATA   R&D 
(S0€utilr clm»»tllcmllun gj till», *m4y QI aktlntl ggj Imdmalnt wnolmHan rnatl »» mnimird »hmn lit» untmll rwmni   • i '«••■>iv# 

HQ, OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C.  20310 

iS. NC^OMT   tKCUMlt«    C 1  • ll>> M   « • <o> 

CONFIDENTIAL 
»k. tmou* 

4 
«   ««»OUT   TITLK 

Operational Report-Lessons L«arnedt  HQ,   I3th Aviation Battalion 

Experiences  of unit engaged  In counterlnsurgencv operations.  1  Feb  to  30 Apr   70. 
t   Autnomt») (flni immm, middlm Inlllml, lm»l itaaff 

CO, llth Aviation Battalion 

9 May   1S<7Ü 
7«.   TOT»l-  NO   Of  P«6f» 

30 
76    NO    Or   MCFt 

M.   CONTRACT  OR  toKANT  NO. 

».   PROJIC T NO 
N/A 

M.  OniCINATOK'* ItCPORT NUMRCRI» 

702193 
OTHER  RCRORT NOItl f«nr < 
Mi« fport) 

*•» Rti>»f *•» «ar b* m»»t0Mt 

II.   »UPPl-tMEN r AH»   NOTES 

N/A 

IJ.   «RONSORINC MILITARY   ACTIVITY 

OACSFOR,  DA, Washington,  D.C.     20310 
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