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WASHINGTON, D.C.    20310 

IN REPLY REFER TO 

•v:i)A (Mi  ( FOR OT IT  7Ü2131 10 November 1970 

>L'BJEc;T;  Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 223d 
Aviation Battalion, Period Ending 30 April 1970 (U) 

j -J.M. uy/, iticafaJ 

SEE UI JTHIBL'TION 
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CM 1.  Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance 
with paragraph Ah, AR 525-15.  Information of actions initiated as a 
result of subject report should be forwarded to ACSFOR OT UT within 90 
days oi receipt ol covering letter. 

2   Information contained in this report is provided to insure appropriate 
benefits in the future from lessons learned during current operations and 
may be adapted for use in developing training material. 

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY: 

as 

DISTRI 
L'omman 

I'S 
FS A 

US A 
Comman 

I'S A 
US A 
I'S A 
I'S A 
US A 
US A 

US A 
US A 
US A 
US A 
US A 

KENNETH G. WICKHAM 
Major General, USA 

The Adjutant General 

BUT ION: 
ding Generals 
ontinental Army Command 
rmy Combat i)ove lopmen t s Command 
rmy Materiel Command 
dants 
rmy War Co 11ege 
rmy Command and General Staff College 
rmy Armor School 
rmy Aviation School 
rmy Combat Surveillance School 
rmy Electronic Warfare School 

rmy Engineer School 
rmy Field Artillery School 
rmy Infantry School 
rmy Ordnance Scnool 
rmy Quartermaster School 

Regraded unclassified when separated 
from classified inclosure. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

. ■ ,---J-±. 



WPIWPIW ^^^^^^^" 

CONFIDENTIAL 

DISTRIBUTION   (Cont'd) 
US  Arrny   Transportation   School 

Copies   tumished: 
Office,   Chief  of   Staff,   US  Array 
Deputy Chiefa  of   Staff 
Chief   of   Research   and  Development 
Assistant   Chiefs  of   Stalf 
Chief  of   Engineers 
Office,   Director  of   Defense  Research  &  Engineering 
Office  of   the  Joint  Chiefa   of  Staff 
Commanding  'Jene ra Is 

Des eret   Test   Center 
I '. Army  Electronics Command 
US  Army Weapons  Conmiand 
■'S  Army   Flight   Training  Center 
III   Corps,   A.'TN:   Director,   Project   MASSTER 

Deputy Chief  of   Staff,   Air  Force,   Plans  & Operations 
Commandant   of   the   Marine  Corps 
.Senior Army   Representative,   Marine Corps  Development  6c Education  Command 
l.'SAF Air  Cround  Operations   School 
The Air  University  Library 
Defense  Docunenta11 on  Center 
USAF   Project.   RANI 
i otTDTiandlng  Officers 

US  Array   Limited  War  Laboratory 
US  Army  Logistics,   Doctrine   Systems   &   Readiness  Agency 
US  Army  Aviation   Test  Activity 
US  Array   Mobillüy  Equipment   Research  &  Development  Center 

CONFIDENTiÄl 

■ ■       



1 IIJ I-  ■■J—- ■■■■-^'■■'■—■■•■■ ■■■■■■■■     '   »i^^»^^^^^— mmmmmmmmmmmmmi 
■^: 

\ 

CONFIDENTIAL 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL 

WASHINGTON,   D.C.    20310 

IU REPLY RETER TO 

11A FOK m 702131 in November 1970 

HJK,.';      Operatiotidi   Report   -   Lessons   Learned,   Headquarters,    22.3d 
•Vviatloti   Battalion,   Period   Kndlng   30  April   1470   (V) 

A:   :.]  . :K1 Hl'TION 

»ub]ect report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance 
with paragraph vK 325-15.  Inionnation of actions initiated as a 
result of suhiect report shield be forwarded to ACSF0R 0T UT within 90 
days i•: r >■ t e i p t ■ i covering letter. 

Intorrnat ion contained in this report is provided to insure appropriate 
enefits in the future fr ■:".   lessons learned during current operations and 
av be adapt i' I li r use in developing training material. 

!'Y (;H::; •■ 01- : Hi  K Kl PARV OK THH ARMY 

jgi^// £ AuJJ* A***— 

KENNETH G. WICKHAM 
Major General, USA 

The Adjutant General 

m .T RI B'."! ON : 
i ornmand mg   i len 

; 's i on t nen r 
"'» A rmv 0or-, ;■ 
i •. ■ ■\ rmy Mat e 

(' ornrn an dan . s 
rs Annv War 
'.'S Amy oomm 
' 'S Annv A rmo 
rs Army Avl a 
rs Army Comb 
!,s A rmy Flec 
'' s Arrcy Kngl 
rs A rmy Fiel 
rs Armv Infa 
i 'S A rm v Ordn 
rs A rrr v yuar 

e r a 1 s 
ai   Arm v   Onrnmand 
at Developments i, ommand 
r ie 1   Comiiiand 

>,allege 
and and General Staff College 
r School 
t i on School 
at Surveillance School 
troute Warfare School 

neer School 
d Art i1lerv School 
ntry School 

ance Scuool 
termascer School 

Regraded unclassified when separated 
from classified inclosure. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

- __^______^_,__-___—__—«« ^^^MHa^^Baaa^__aMHalBjHai 



aiuijWHP-j.p|"i.-"ii.i"iti'iji' -■  ■«■■i.HWiiJi   .'*wi*. '-'"'t'-1Ju^^"'-"LILi l-'ll-l'mM-i!    ...  i   . i        i . _.\\\nmmmmm^mmm 

CONFIDENTIAL 

bISTHI BL'TICN   (( ont. ' d) 
'S  AnTiy  Transportation  S:hool 

Copies   tunitshed: 
Office,   Chief  of   Staff,   "S  Army 
[Jeputy  Chiefs   of   Staff 
Chief   of   Research   and  l.'evelopn.er.t 
Ass i staiil   Chiefs   of    >taf i 
(.'hie!   oi    i-.ng I neu r s 
citKe,   1 1 rector  ot   Defense   Research  6<  Engineering 
Ofiice   oi    the   Joint   Chiefs   of   Staff 

uniuamliny   '.enerals 
1J e s e r e t    1 e s i   '■ e n t e r 

i  Army   t le; t ronlcs  Comniand 
■   Army  Weipons   ' onin;a'   i 

'    Arri'.v   Flight    iraining  Center 
!II   Corps,   ATi'N:   Director,   Project   MASSIER 

! "puty  Chief   oi   Staff,   Air   Force,   Plans   & Operations 
oirnnandant   ot   the   Marine   Corps 
.-■itor  Army   Representative,   Marine  Corps  Development   ft  Education  Command 

■AK  Air    It 'und  Operations   School 
!hu  Air   Dn Ivers iIy   Library 
iiefense   liocur.ientat Ion   CJentei 
:'SAF   Prole   •    RANI 
Commanding   Officers 

US  Army   Liniited War  Laboratory 
'S  Army   Logistics,   Doctrine   Systems   &   Readiness  Agency 
".   Army  Avlat Ion  Test   Activity 

US  Army   Mobi1 toy  Equipment   Research  & Development   Center 

CONFIDENTIAL 

m~H^mmm*mmmmmm—*~^*m 



—-       "   ■        ' '—— —— —^— iimimmmmmmmmiBifiiiimimimitKllltltKtKjll mmm. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

:;E; ; ■T?i-:.r: :F ms APJ^ 

. ,   .   ;.'  r.'PJ.Zl'^V. BATTALID"  [0 
A;     far. rYanciaco    96238 

AVBAI-IS 13 May 1970 

S'JBJETT;    ■'vorat:   r.a-  ?/3tort-:^-?3ons  Loaraßd,  223d Aviation Battalion 

SEE DIGTRIB'T:":; 

1.     Section 1,  C "^ •■ ti :.r:5:     Sij-nincrn*. Activi^ieP. 

Q.     tU)      ^..r-erhi..     Tnin  report  coverj  the  period   1   February  1970 
through  30 Ayril   MTO,   :;ir! in  submitted  in accordance with. AR 525-15 and 
USAI-7  Ra^alati   n  ■''-'■.     V'.4..     ri; ^rt  i;ic.uda3  tfie  Headquarters srri Head- 
quarters Company,   '2}J. Aviation Battalion  (Combat),   l^th Aviation Con^any 
(Utility Airplmei,   "bjd Mndical   Detachment,   1 P3d Aviation Conpany  (Util- 
ity AirpL'-ixi),   ; '^t.h Avüitl.^n Conpanj1   (Utility Airplane),  203d aviation 
Company  (Utility .'.'rplanu},  219th Aviation Company  (Utility Airplane), 
and  tho  2?5th     -...■..■; ". •r.T.-.nr.y (Surreilla-nco Airplane). 

b.     (C;    LilLlADilLi- 

(1 )     Inf.ision I-rogm,-:..     During  th^  reported period there have  not been 
any  r3igrii:'i;-..'.r.t  : roh.'Ur.c  thai vt'rv n. t N-in^" experienced throughout USARV 
us a result of th--  vd-thdravil   of troops.     In order for this battalion to 
maintain as near a balance of strength as poeaible within the units,  it 
was nocosr.ary t>o ■WIK-. intcnvil  roassignraentB.     The new policy restricting 
second extonsior.."  .■ill most likely c.r IBO problems for n period,  however' 
whon roplacrr--nt;-. catch up with requisitions and manning levels,  the in- 
fusion program should  improve..     This new policy will,  howover,  limit this 
unit's capability of controlling its own Infusion program and will depend 
mostly on outsid-o assistance. 

(2)    Repla»mor.to. 

(a)    Enlisted roplacomenta wore received in satisfactory numbers dur- 
ing this period,   (EH as^ignod:     Fob 57;   Mar 62;  Apr 107).     The quality of 
junior onliatod replccements remains lacking.    1433 producing schools con- 
tinue to grcdur.te individuals on the basis of time  spent in school rather 
than proficiancy,     F      r.sivo OvTT is rc'quired to tmin individuals, more 
noticeablu lately   1.   x,nc ridml.nistrative  typo MDS's.    Shortages currently 
exist in the   follovir>; aro-.s:     MDS ITL/^F (Auth 9,  Asg 2),   63F20  (Auth 6, 
Asg 1),  67A10  (Auth 3'7.   '.■;■.: 9),  and-67C20  (Auth 45,  Asg 40T.    During this 
quarter 226 unlist. i r« --. .r.?n< nts w...rr-  roccivod leaving tho battalion at 
97% of its erliste:  strength at the  end of tho quarter,  on increase of l&> 

since tho  nrcvious qunrtor. DOWNGRADED AT 3 YIAR IMTIRVAIS; 

CONFIDENTIAL DKLASSIFIED AFTER n YEARS. 
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A7BA^B-DE 13 May 1970 
G'J'JJr/;!:    Oponitlonal Ro port-Los sons Loamcd,  223d  Aviation Battalion 

(Combat),  Period Ending 30 April 1970 

(b./    Thu quality of officer roplacomont« has Jjocn aatisfactoiy,  how- 
over.  8j% of the gviator roplacoments arrived diroctly out of flight 
school.     Shortage of coandssi.omd officuro bucomos moru critical oach 
quarter.     A  total  of 18 ooramissionod offlcors and 6 warrant officors 
were received during this quarter looving the battalion with G/S of its 
auth'.rizod commlesioned  strength of 191  and 90$ of its authorized warrant 
strcrufth of 57,  or an ov-rnli  offlcor porcuntago of 73$.     During this 
; cried tho aasigivd str_ngth uf commlBBionod officcra dixDppcd 6%, warrant 
officjra 5% for a combined officer strength drop of 5.5$. 

(3)    R-orlistmont.     Curing this ruporting period the battalion ruon- 
listioef.t team conducted  15 visits to outlying compaides,    Tho results 
uv re  3 r.   nlistmonte of career soldiers nnd 3 first tonn rcunl   '.toonts. 
This ropr-;3ont8 60$ of tho cllgiblo first term soldiors and 100$ reen- 
iistöent of career soldijrs, 

(A)    Current status of the 223d Aviation Battalion  (Combat) is 
attached as  Inclosure #1, 

(5,1    Thu  significant personnel changes withlr. the command and staff 
during tho last quarter   ire as follows: 

(a) LTC Willian M.   Jenkins,  Jr.,  IN,  2/^^0-9629,  assumed conrinnd 
of the 223d Aviation Battalion  (Combat) on 27 February 1970,  vico LTC 
Rob rt F.  McGuffia,   IN, 26A~30-96a7. 

(b) M.\J Arlie  Doaton,  IK, 260-62-5262,  r.seur.ied duties ae'Battolion 
Excutive officer on 26 February 1970,  vice MAJ Kennle F.  Snyder, AR, 
234-60-3901 

(c) MAJ Don L,  Hayes, AR,  44S-3/^-O065,  assumed duties as Battalion 
Executive Officer on 16 April  1970, vice MAJ Arlio Doaton,  IK,. 260-62-5262. 

(d) CPU Richard L,  Bakor,  FA,  459-56-7705, assumod duties as Batta- 
lion S-1/AdJutant on 16 -pril 1970,  vice K.U Don L.  Raycs, AR, .a^J^-OOü^ 

(a)    CPT L-ndon P.  Willman,  FA,  536-38-239A,  assumed duties ,..•: Batta- 
lion S-3 on 26 February 1970,  vico M«T Ariio Doaton,  L'!,  260^62-52-i2, 

(f) CPT Paul A.  Pipjr,  IN,   522-50-1769,  aasumod duties as Battalion 
Aviation Safety Officer on 3 February 1970,  vico CPT Ooorgo R,  Black,  PA, 
259-68-5898. 

(g) CSW Gordon L,  ^^indors,  218-12..3U5,  aseun.-1 duties as Battallor 
Cormnnd Sorgaant Major on 12 March 1970,  vice SCM F3etebör E.  Thomas, 
431-2A-9979. 

CONFIDENTIAL 



■   m     '-''   n, ,»ii-i^^ppBnn^pf mm*^** 

CONFIDENTIAL 

A^ACB-DE 13 May 1970 
SUBJECT;     jperetional Reporb-L^&sona Learned,   223d Aviation Pat'talion 

(CoTr.bn.t),   Period Ending 30 April  1970. 

(h)    C?T Carl J.   Saggio,  fC,   398~4(>rA390,  assumed command of the 163d 
Medico DeJiicKirif-nt on ,14 February 1970. 

^i)    KAJ  K^nnis  F.   Sr^der.   AR,   23/^60-3901,  assured  ccmr.nnd of the 
185th Avi'it: .n Conpany   (Utility Airplane)on 3 larch 19'''',   vice? MAJ 
lAnmal   :L   C^rn'To,  IN, 093-22-1951. 

(J) Der.ton,   IN,   260-62-5262,   arsuned  command of the 219th 
Aviation Zjx^.ny   C'tiiity Airplane)  on ^6 April  1970,   vice MAJ David C. 
M/.unnnn,   I. ,   3)7-25-6545. 

(k)     MAJ  ?dch;.rd  C.   Axtell,  SC,   425-53-3374,   assur.ed  command of the 
225th Avi::ti^n "  rr.r'iny  (3ui-veillance Airpl;inej  on 24 Mr.rch 1970,  vice MAJ 
Willi-JH C.   .-„•e,   Jr.,"F.u,   4.09-68-61i 3, 

(6) ViUtaltles:    Thn. tctt-.lion casualties  for the period were one 
killed  'irn:  five  ucunded.     (See  Inclosure 02), 

(7) Awar-Ju;     A breakdown of unit awards appears  in Inclosiire #2. 

c.    . (C )     In1 ■-! i.ig ^nco : 

(1) Enemy Situation:    During the period   .   February - 30 April,  estiro- 
atod or>'.-.y -tr^ngth h.-.a  fluctuated lees than 3500.    The r.stimnted strabgth 
on 1   February  1970 v.;-, reportod to be  55,894 in the  II Corps Tactical 
Zone.     It haa   .-dnco decroasod to 52,436  (estimated)  as of 18 April  19-70. 
Enomy  strongholds  crntinuo to be in Kontum,  Binh Dinh,  and Binh Thunn Pro- 
vinces,  with  Lessor strongholds in Plciku, Darlac and Quang Due Provinooa. 
The latter throe provinces can and do draw upon the VC/NVA sanctuary in 
Cambodia  for attacks  on allied and US Installationa,   returning to the 
relatively  safo havon in Cambodia, 

(2) Ground Attacks:     Attacks upon U.S.   Installations have shown Q 
slightly upward  trand.     Most attacks have been standoff attacks, utilizing 
indirect fire  weapons  such as the B-4D,  107MM,  and 122MM Rockets,  as well 
as the 82MM Mortar.    The  sapper is still boing successfully usod against 
U.S.  Military Installations,  however,  his  successes are  ou the decline, 
During the reported period there wore 48 ins1>ances where U.S.   InataUa- 
tions, with 223d  Aviation Batt-ll^n Aircrnftln roeidonce, were "hit.    No 
damngo wao noted on 223d /idre^-aft,  however,  five 223d Aviation Battalion 
personnel  were wound:!   in action on 31  March 1970,     Periods of high enomy 
initiated activity were 1-3 February,  8-11   February,  and 27 hfeirch'through 
10 April.    The  clocvout of tills reporting period marks the closeout of 
Phase 1 of the VC/NVA gummor campaign,  and the beginning of Phaso Tl of 
III Phases.     A higher level of activity is expoctod. 
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AV3ACB-DE 13 May 1970 
SUBJECT:    Operationd. Raport-Leesone Learned,  223d Aviation Battalion 

(Combat),  Period Ending 30 April 1970 

(3)    Air Activity:    Unite of the 223d Aviation Battalion reported 69 
shot-at incidents during this reporting period»    The battalion lost 0 
-1'o as a result of enemy action.    The following is a breakdown by unit: ■j 

SKüT~AT» Hiy IKSTBDYED TOTAL JSIDR'S 

0 1 0 1 
2 6 0 8 

25 7 0 32 
10 8 0 18 
18 8 0 26 
u 1 0 15 

& 31 0 100 

UNIT 

18th Avn Co (UA) 
1831 Avn Co (UA) 
185th Avn Co (UA) 
203d Avn Co (UA) 
^th Avn Co (UA) 
225th Avn Co (SA) 

TOTAL 

" 5hot~at reports are net inclusive of hit and doetroyod reports, 

(L)    Colloction Plan: 

fa)    The  four D-1   companies of the 223d Aviation Battalion flew 5,632 
visual reconnaissance missions and roportod 1,8^2 significant sightings. 
The 225th Aviation Company  (Surveillance i'irplane) flew 161  SLAR missions, 
with 382 targets,   39^. IR missions feeding back A,540 senaings,  and 158 
visual/photo missions netting 572 targets. 

(b)    There was one intelligence collection roquirooont levied upon 
the 223d  Aviation Battalion,  howovor,  d"ie to the nature of this unit's 
mission,  there was no feedback to higher headquarters,    A daily intelli- 
gencc   summary is continuing to be paasod to higher headquarters,  to in- 
cludo:    TO sightings,  hostile air activity,  Installation hits and other 
information cloaned  from local intelligence  sources,     (M.'.CV Adv TM A2; 
R)K intelligence;    KILO;    .dr Force OSI and 173d Airborne Intsum) 

(5)    Administrative Intelligence Activities: 

(a) Security Cioarmcos:    Between 1  February 1970 and 30 April "i970, 
there have been granted U SECRET clearances,  36 CONFIDS'TIAL mlearancos, 
and 1   Interim TOP SECRET cloaranco.    Fourteen TOP SECRET oleorancoe and 
9A SECRET oloarnnoGs were validated.    Currently there al-e 17 USAIR veri- 
fication checks pending. 

(b) War Trophios:     NONE 

(c) Dlsaidonce Report:    NONE 

  'I ii i   i-i ■ ii'■ i       ii inn    i M^^^M^^^^MMiMB 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVBACB-DE 13 May 1970. 
SUBJECT:    Operational  Report-Iysaons Learned,  223d Aviation Battalion 

(Combnt),  Period  £nding'30 Aprlx  1970 

(d)    Survival,   Escape and Evasion: 

2.   All aviatorg assigned to tho 223d Aviation Battalion received a 
thorough briefing in Survival^jäscapo,  and Evasion as part of their unit 
inproceBsing orientation.     Emphasla was placed on the  aurvivnl,  escape 
and evasion equipment availublo and the proper procedures for employmant 
of the equipment in order to provide for an efficient,  effective  recovery. 
of downed aircrew personnel.    Fyoa 26 April 1970 to 28 April 1970 an-li>. 
structor team frau tho Air Foroe PACAF Jungle Survival Course presented 
a special program on survival to all units of the 223d Aviation Battalion. 
The course was very effective and brought out updated  techniques and 
methods for Escape and Evasion action. 

^   Many newly assigned aviators hve attended one of tho four avail- 
able  survival,  escape end evTsion courses while  onroutu  to tho Republic 
of Vietnam.    Avaiiahlo  school,T  for onrauto and asaignud parnonnal' are: 

2.   PACAF Junglo Survival School   (PJS3),'Clark APB,  Phillipinoa, 

b    PACAF Life Support School   (PLSS),  Kadonn AFB,  Okinawa. 

2.   FAETUP Jungle Environmontol Survival School   (JEST), Cubic Point 
MS, Phillipinee. 

2   At titQ present time,  tho battalion has 13 survival,  escape,  and' 
ovr.sion school trained porsonnal assigned throughout its units.    During 
this reporting-period quotas were received .ollowing three crcwmemborB 
from each Unit of this battalion to attöndtho PLSS courso in Okinaun, 
No quotas for other schools were racoived, 

d.     (C)    ')po rations. 

(1)    The 223d Aviation Battalion  (Combat)  continued  to providte fixod 
wing aviation support to the Ü.S,  and Free World Forces located prlmörily 
in the II Corps Tactical Zonoj, Republic of Vietnam,     This support was 
rendered .utilizing the assets'of one U-1A oompany,   four 0-1  companies, 
and one 0V.1  company.    The battalion flow a total of 2^,703.^ hourrfr of ' 
combat support with an average availability rate of &U*5% during this 
reporting period.    Both normal and special operations wore supported by 
units of tho battrlion. .  Large soal« coverage was giver, to tho beseigod 
troops at Dak Soflng and Dak Pok as well as beginning efforts of tho 
Cambodian entry mission.    Remaining support wbs largely given to units 
operating in search of enemy supply onohas,  infiltration routes,  afiti- 
airemft, mortar and rockot firing positions.- 
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AVBACB-DE 13 May 1970: 
SÖBJEX3T:   .Oporatlonal Report-l-essons Learned,  223d Aviation Battalion 

(Combat),  Period'Ending 30 April 1970 

(2) Duo to the changing eta tue of the offenaive and defensive aspeots 
of thla conflict, mission allocations and requiremeate have been constant- 
ly fluctuating to the neoessary areas of operation.    Unite of this battal- 
ion have adjusted and tailored their operations in a precision manner, 
yielding full combat coverage to their supported units. 

(3) 18th Aviation Company (Utility Airplane):    The 18th Aviation Com- 
pany continued to fulfill its ten allocated mission requirements through- 
out all Corps areas of the Republic of Vietnam.    The first platoon at Nha 
Trang flew five aircraft daily to support 5th Special Forces Group,  JÜSPA0, 
17th Aviation Group and IFFV.    The first flight section of the second .pla- 
toon at Holloway Army Airfield in Ploiku flew two aircraft daily to -support 
II Corps headquarters and "B" Compacy,  5th Special Forces Group.      The 
second flight section,   second platoon,  located at Marble Mountain, Da Hang, 
fljw three aircraft daily in support of III MAF.    Assigned aircraft flew a 
total of 2,371.4 ho^rs during this reporting period with an average air- 
craft availability rate of 72^, ' 

iü)    183d Aviation Company (Utility Airplane):    The 183d Aviation Com- 
pany continued to  support ground forces in the Southeast sections of the 
II Corps Tactical Zone.    Supported units remained the same with the excep- 
tion that aoveragt? for "C" Company Rangers,  75th Infantry (Airborne) ter- 
minated on 8 March 1970 when they moved to operations based in Pleiku. 
Supporting Task Force South and 9.tnh Thuan Province from Nha Trong,  Pro- 
viaional Artillery from Dong Ba Ihin, and Tuyen Due Provinco and "CK,  75th 
Rangers from Dalat  (initially) thoy continued an active full covorage of 
their supported units with an accident free record for this period.    On 
24 April 1970,  Section One, Third Platoon moved from Dalat to Phan Rang 
and continued coverage of Tuyen IXic Province.    During this reporting period 
thv 183d flow 4y8l9 combat and combat support hours with an average air- 
craft availability rate of 89^. 

(5)    185th Aviation Company (utility Airplane):    The 185th Aviation 
Company provided support for Darlac, Pbu Bon,  Qaang Due and Lam Dong Pro- 
vinces,    In addition,  Pterodactyls supported Gommand and Contrci South 
with classified missions using aircraft oporating out of Ban Hi' Tbout. 
Despite marginal visual flying conditions due to smoke and dust through- 
out this reporting period, the 185th conducted intensive visual recon- 
noi seance missions within their area of operations«    While overt eneny 
activity made a sharp daclino from the previous reporting period, Ptero* 
dactyl aviators continued to aeqk out and destroy enemy structures and 
troop concentrations on a daily basis,    Fkerodactyl aviators reported a 
total of thirty-two   (32) significant shot-at reports and received credit 
for ninety-throe  (93) enemy soldier« killed.    The 185th Aviation Company 
was also reaponsiblu  for the destruction of one hundred and three  (103) 
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enemy structures and fcr damaging forty-seven (47) others. During this 
reporting period the Pterodactyls flew 5,090 combat support hours while 
maintaining an aircraft availability average of 92,6% 

(6) 203d Aviation Company  (Utility Airplane);     The 203d Aviation Com- 
pany provided support to the 173d Airborne Brigade  from the first section, 
second platoon,   LZ English,  1st and 2nd Brigades of the 4th Infantry Div- 
ision from the.  second section,   second platoon at An Khe, 6/32 Artillery 
and Phu Yen Province plus elements of the 173d Airborne Brigade from the 
third platoon at Phu Hiep,  and Binh Dinh Province from the first platoon 
at Qui Nhon.     From LZ English,  the Hawkeyes  continued their support of 
"V/ashington Green" operations, wherein aerial roconnaissance for the 173d 
Airborne Brigade yielded containment of tho 3rd NVA Division who were 
attempting to disrupt the pacification program in the region.    From Qui 
Nhon, direct support of the Regional and Popular Forces continued to main- 
tain security of the rich agricultural coastal plains of Binh. Dinh Pro- 
vince,    From An Khe,  the Hawkeyes  supported operations:    "Wayne Stab", 
"Putnam Shark",   "Groon Douce",   "Park Silvor",   "Eichelbcrger Black",   "Dear 
Heart White",   "Wayne Wind",  and"Barcd Silver".     In addition, O-IG's were    . 
tested in a ground  sensor role and were found to be unsuitable for this 
task.    The Hawkcyss at Phu Hiep supported "Task Force Falcon",  conducted 
by elements of the 17 3d Airborne Brigade and provided'valuable coverage 
to the Regional and Popular Forces of the area.    The 203d Aviation Coia- 
pany flew a total of 4,671  combat hours during this reporting period and 
maintained an avorago aircraft availability of 96.5% 

(7) 219th Aviation Company  (Utility Airplane):    Tho 219th Aviation 
Company continued its air support for MACV Advisory Team 36 Pleiku, MACV 
Advisory Team 41  Kontum,   5th Special Forces Group in support of special 
projects CCC and CCS  (Command .and Control Control,, and Command and Con- 
trol South),  52nd Artillery Group in Ploiku and Kontum Provinces, Com- 
pany C  (Rangers)  75th Infantry,  and the 4th Infantry Division,    During 
this quarter tho 219th Aviation Company supported two (2) large scale 
operations.    Those operations arc referred to as tho April siege of Dak 
Scang and the April  siege of Dak Pok.    The battle for Dak Seang, YB 894416, 
started on 1 April 1970 and continues as of this date.    This operation is 
being öUpportod by elements of the 5th Special Forces Group,  24th ARVN 
Tactical Zone,  and 52nd Artillory Group.    Tho operation in Dak Seang TÄ0R 
is now called Operation Tat Thang.    Tho second large qpalo operation cen- 
ters around the Special Forces base ccaap at Dak Pok, YB 952682,    Initial 
contact was started on 12 April 1970 and continues as of the present 
time.    TMs operation is known as the April siege of Dak Pok.    Both of 
those operations arc contorod in the Dak Poko River Valley which ia lo- 
cated in the Wast Northwest area of Kontum Province and also aituated 
approximately fifteen   (15) kilometers oast of tho Laos Border.    The 219th 
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Aviation Coaipany also, flev in support, of numeix>ue email scale operations 
involving Regional Forcea,  Popular Porcies,  RFPF,  elements of MACV Advi- 
. jry Team .56 PleiJcu and MACV. Advi3orjr Team i+1 Kontum.    Headhunters also 
auprxjrtod '..ompnay C  (Rangers)  75th Infantry uho conducted two small scale 
operatiJDü in the Flei h]e amd Plei Mrong areas of Pleiku Province.    Fbr 
a quartjj-ly total the 219th Aviation Company compiled a total of 4.,320 
flying nouro and whilo maintaining an aircraft,availability rate of 7i+5K. 

(8;    225th aviation Companj"   (Surveillance Airplane):    During the re- 
rorting period 1   Pabruary 1970 through iu April 1970,  the 225th Aviation 
Coraiw.ay coDtiraiutl to provide Infrared,  SLAB,, Visual, and day and night 
,.hotogT»phic aurveillanve  U^  the II Corpa Tactical Zone,    Fre« World 
Fbrcea  supportod during thl'j time frame woi-e;     ^th Infantry Division, 
!73ci Alrborru:; Brigade,  II ARlrN.Corps, Task Force South,  Republic of Korea 
9tn 'in.3  10th !>ivisions,  24th Special Tactical Zone,   "B" Gomimny,  5th Spe- 
c:l'     rbrcon Grfup,  7th Squadron 17th Oavnliy,  23d AHVN Divifidon,  Quang 
uic :-r;vinc'.,  Phu Yon Province,  MACV,  and IFFV.    On 2 1-iirch 1970 the 
225th aviation CnmpfUiy aovttd an Infrared Ground Data Terminal  (AN/TAQ-1) 
from Dragon I'knintain to Hong Kong Mountain at An Khe.    The move was of- 
iVctüd  to continue  support«of the 4th Infantry Division in their new 
ur'-a of uporatijna.    The ground Btation personnel work directly with the 
4th Division's G-.2 Mr and  Imagery Interpretation Section at An Khe. 
On 17 March 1970,  thu 225th reoeivad an Annual General Inspection,    The 
;'25th,fi overall inspection ratiag w s oxcollont.    The  225th'e Claseified 
jccumcut rile? and register received a rating of outstandjng»    On 2"! 
Mnrch 1970,   th-> 225th moved a SbiR Ground Data Terminal  (AN/TKQ-2) from 
l:vac^n {»iountnin to the MACV cutspound rwar Pleiku Air Force Base.    The 
meve  vna efi-iotod to continue  suppoit of the IFFV SLI-.R border surveil-     , 
l'ncü rnJ.asi.^r..    The IJJ-.?. gixrund data tonoinal works via hot line with 
IJ ^orpa (>-2 Air and II DiA^5C at the MACV compound.    During üarch "the.225th 
r •■:: Lvod v.  rtH|U08t to provide SLAB Sur'/eillimce of the river and road in 
t :■■,.. Tuy Hon Baßln.    Due to the sffiall  target aroap the 225th,e SLAR repfliir 
Lection coixiuctvid an oxjx-rlmont with the SUtR system to dotormine if a 
larger sc^Je  Inuigery could bo att-airiod.    The results of the exporlmont 
wer-'   auccesnful,  and  Ibu   225th now has thci capability of a 12,5 kiloastor 
range on the SL.J( (Tyatom,  producing in injngo scale of 1:250,0.^,  which 
provides IUCT-,   Hc■'■..'.v.U) tr.rgot plotting than provioualy possltu- .    Begin» 
nlng 2 April   '.970,  the 225th has been lauiohiag throe aircraft drily in 
support of the 24th Special Tactical Zone-Coiffiiyicdor, G~2 Air IFFV,  and 
7th Squadron iTtlj Cavalry i-; the Dak Goong, Dale Pok, and Bon Hat areas. 
Moat of Uni  targets requeut-.y! u dato In these areaa liavo been priority 
I and II,    The Ä'ith is croditod with discovering enemy st-agin« and oaaqs- 
ing nruaa,  clefeuuive positions,  way  stntions,  and cu.ti^'alrcrai't positlons. 
B-52 otrikeo,  Tactical ."dr,  and artlliory have bean employed on targets 
acquired by the 225th,s Infrnrod, rhoto,  SL^R,     v-. Visual operations in 
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these areas.    While providing extra aircraft in support of th« 24th Spe- 
cial Tactloal Zone,  the 225th continued to fulfill its commitaentB to til 
other supported units in the II Cotps Tactical Zone,    A total of 3/A32 
hours of flying were accomplished in support of this mission with a re- 
sulting aircraft availability of 8356. 

e.    (U)    Training. 

(1) All quarterly training requirements, uere met by the units of 
this battalion.    Areas of special emphasis have been:    Escape and Eva- ■ 
sion, Care and Maintenance of newly issued M-l6 rifles,  Guard reBponal- 
bilities  (to include proper handling of K18A1 Claymore mines and use of 
the signal illumination flare),  classified training on Ky-28 "Scraabler" 
communications tranciever assist and individual awareness of personal 
responsibility in the accident reduction program. 

(2) Aviator Tafety classes wore conducted monthly in all subordin- 
ate units and a bimonthly safety meeting was held at battalion level. 
The quarterly standardization meeting was held in Qui Nhon in March,' 

(3) During this reporting period the battalion training program un- 
derwent new changes in training procedurus as a result.-of lot Aviation 
Brigade Supplement 1  to AR 95-1.    Duo to improvements and innovation« in 
briefing and training newly arrived personnel, n special inatructi-OnBl 
program is to be implomented at Battalion level on n semi-monthly basis, 

U)    A Field Team from the PACAF Jungle Survival School, Clark Air 
Force Base> Phillipines brought extensive training on new and updated 
survival techniques to all personnol in the 223d Aviation Battalion who 
hod a "need to Know" responsibility,    Tho training will bo a valuable 
asset to all porsonnol, especially bocAuee it is complotoljr oriented to 
environmental condit,' ins oxporiencod in Southeast Asia, 

(5)    During.this reporting period two aviators wore transitioned into 
tho Ü-1A by the 18th Aviation Company, 

f.   (u)   kaü&iaß. 

(I) Continued assistance visits to platoon and section levels of 
this command, by members of the battalion S-A team has been of benefit 
to both companies and plctoon/soctions. The S-4. section has been nada 
aware of now logistical problems and can now initiate the necessary ac- 
tions to oleviato profcloms g,t all levels of this iDianaai, Accountabi- 
lity for equipmont and supplies is a command responsibility. Property 
Book Officers and hand receipt holders should bo relieved, and roplaco- 
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mente appointdd approximately thirty (30) day« prior to 8äh«duled DERD3 
due to early returM to OOHUS, eBjwciaily aaong EM«    Informal inrentofia« 
ahcaild be conduated within-platoonfl, Aeetiona, «to,, at l«att a'Tttj thir- 
ty (30) dAye by th« hand raoelpt bold«Mto inaur« propar acoountabllity 
end aafaguarding of sovpfvaent squlpment and guppllaa againat lo«s^ th*ft, 
pilferage and to insure proper care and maintenance.    Movement ot person-' 
nel within the unite la fast due to the short tour being «arv^d^ thera- 
fore,  the importanoo of accountability and responsibility should be e»- • 
phasized oonstantly, -. •      ' 

(2) Vehicle Maintenano« 

(a) Due to the recent publication of the revlaed TM 3ft-750, Decattber 
1969, various forms covered by thie piublication have required changing. 
The new rocorda system ia now-knovm as TAMMS (The Army. Malntenanc« Maa- 
agement Systoisi), 

(b) PLL clerks have been £iven detailed guidance in öTrdar to updat« 
their FLL'o.    Instruction on ways to properly Maintain, supporting dooa- 
ments and conduct proper invantories were stresaed.    In addition, appro- 
priate peraoncel were closely reviowod on pertinent rogulatlona, AR735-35 
and Ist Aviation Brigade 735-35. 

(3) Aircraft Maintenance • , 

(a) It has been laamed, when dealing with POL quality control, that 
throughout this battalion each oompany, platoon, and/of• aöölion «urt 
double check to insure that all precautionary and safety requiraaenta by 
support personnel are coapllod with.  ' It has been found that on SOB» 00- 
casiona proper quality control was not ensured by LSA  (Lögiatic Support 
Agoncy) and Air Force porflonnel who saintain many of - the refueling faoi»- 
litios at 223d Aviation'Battalion loöations. ••''   '    - 

(b) It has boon found that in many oases, on EDP parta,  reloaaes 
from A>fiC have not roaohod tho proper depot or DSU in tiw, «ost oxpedi- ■ 
tioua manr.ar.    Furthermore It has been found that many tiaos K5J chan- 
nels oro ineffüctive^in tracking down lost or delayed ECP p&jpfesis  in less- 
than threo or four days.     It ia folt that each battclion should be able 
to coll directly to AMMC and have,  for instance, one or .two walk thzxmgha 
por wcok so that the AMT con aaoure itself that ED? orders are being 
filled properly, 

(c) It has boon leaniad that in "fired wing only" battalions, lliw 
the 223d  (with a very limitod lift capability), HSP engine replaooaant 
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proposes a serious problem,  due to Ihe fact that transporting the needed 
component to the unit is left up to the DSU, which has only limited lift 
capability.    To decrease down time and increase availability it is felt 
that a QCA  (Quick change assembly) be authorized within unit;: that are 
not co-located with DSU's, 

g.     (U)    Organization.     Organizational chart and station listings 
appear as Inclosure #3. 

h.     (U)    Chaplain. 

(1) The 223d Aviation Battalion (Combat) Chaplain has conducted a 
total of 25 Sunday Protestant religious services with the total atten- 
dance of A-57 soldiers. 

(2) .The Battalion Chaplain has supervised 38 denominational Sunday 
and weekday services with laymen leading. 

(3) During this period the chaplain has made 67 visits to troops 
located at An I'he, Dan Mo Thout, Bao Lac, Cheo fioo,  Dalat, Da Nang^ Dong 
Ba Thin,  Gin Wghia,  Kontum Nha Trang, Phan Rang, Phan Thiet, Phu Hiop 
and Pleiku. 

(4.)    Sunday services are held weekly at the 223d 'Aviation Battalion 
(Combat)  Headquarters and Lano A'rmy Heliport. 

(5) Daring this pwriod thü Battalion Chaplain attended the Religious 
Day of Recollection for  the 12 chaplain« in the Qui Nhon area three times, 

(6) The Battalion's offerings, totaling $229.70, wore designated for 
local charities as determined by the Qui Nhon Area Consolidfltod Chaplain's 
Fund Council, 

(7) The 1st Aviation Brigade's .Chaplains Conference was held at Nha 
Trang and hosted by the- 17th Aviation Group 7-8 April  1970,    The 223d 
Aviation Battalion Chaplain attended, 

(8) The Battalion Chaplain is a mombor of tho Qui I'hon Area Consoli- 
dated Chaplain's Fund Council. 

i.     (U)    Aviation Safety.    This quarter closed with three major 
-accidents.    Precautionary landings and forced landings decreased from 
last quarter.    During this reporting period there were eleven precaution- 
ary landings and one forced landing.    Three incidents were reported for 
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the  -juartt,;-.     Tho  following cnan,  bnoua   Lae   Lr^'-.Kc^wn  -'.' accidents  for 
»ach: 

•JNIT P.iTE R :: 'CoAITra 

ifflC,   ^23 :   Avn  Br,   T1 t 
18th Avn Co   (UA) 
183d Avr. Co  (MA 
185th ■•■■-   ■ 
.;:3G n-.t , -; 
219th Avn Zo  (JA) 
225th  Avn Co   {VJi) 

0 
15." 

TOTAL . / 

J- Civil Affad 

(1 )     HhC,   223d Aviail  n euttal ; 
sibllity by main,oaininfc' maxiin-i:: ucip^j; 
^rovidan^  jobs  ^n a dalj.y hire  tvi >j 
auody people  wi-unever poseiblu. 

(2;     ."....   i otr; Aviation v;; :..i  y 
v-'rp^riugt).     l/^i'ing  thä montr; •■'■  ftonü 
gifte   .:'     J. >'. ..lit,,   tjy:-   a;^.   -Ir.or   _:■<■ 
run thdix-. 

n  ;<.:.■■ 

«orla .dlies. 
11   3t n/: .. .■   IJ . 11 

rt   -'   th'.«   .JC 
the '.:;.; t   broui 

(3)    The  183d Aviation Company CM' 

cause in 5ur^ B^ Thin during UV „--..i-n 
rally to the  "ivlc .'vcJ 

oiixiiry wnen they were  Ins^tra- 
montal in the preaantatioxi of VN |17t700 tavz-ir i  civic  ucti,ot3 projocts, 

3  .,/ ■'-. .    ...octil  r^itionals ««üp-i.oyod n outdoor social  uvont for tne fa ad - 
by  the  un.-lt war!  hjld and   ii-.j.*. .» .a... .t ^   ^ u rt ,TV'; 

t4j    Tho 185th Aviation Company   ..: •.•.   Lhc:r detive civic  acUon 
program dui*ing this reporting p:-rl c.     Mi      t^iry contributions and aiavori 
assistance  to  tho  local  icpro-^rl    'A.        . y  . '.   :,.  - rx.;t  .. .^r.l fi ■. rt 
of tho Pt-crodactjla '  many civic a.-ti: .  pr _•.;'>,„   J.   : 1 • .- i.hl,, quart.;.     .t 
wort) also takan to provide cduciti ;rial   s^.d stance  ::. the  form of  scholar 
ships to local  studonta.    Iticso will >>■  c;v ■.■dec 
local Coasnunity  telations Board .;-!  ^   ■ •'r-'  '■••   ' 

aorlt baäis tv,.roagii   tn' 
t ?'.>.' rd ■: '   "?dac,it.'   ;.. 

(5)    Tho  203d Aviation Company oo: :' ->: 
als by providing joba for n^edy noopL   :-.? 

>rt 
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'•:■}    21-th Aviation Company:     tfONE 

(7j    Th'- .:?5+-h Aviation Company had no change in civic actione sup- 
port,     Thfy mado their  services available to the local  town structure 
whonev-, " nc.coasary, 

k.     (C)    Signal. 

(I]    Z7P Progrnm:     The 2 0-1  aircraft mentioned on ORLL dated 9 Feb- 
■   i—.-  ' —"   T.' no longer part of this battalion's inventory.    There re- 

nain? onlv ?r    lircrnft requiring ZYR modifications,  a U-1 A, tail number 
59-2219. 

(2) ZYS Program:     All 0-1  aircraft of this battalion have the ZYS 
mcdifl: .t;-.n,     Nestor v;iring is complete on all 0V-1   aircraft except two; 
tail  number:  59-2615  and 60-374.1.    Hone of the 0VT1   aircraft have mounts, 
control hands or ulscriminators.    The U-6 aimraft nor the U-1  aircraft 
h' vc  üjütor ,;iring. 

(3) !u"  R.idio Teletype System:    Throe companies of the •223d Aviation 
Bntt-.lion remain   'perational in the HF Radio Teletype System.    The Battal- 
ion Ht'adn/.iTirtero and the 219th Aviation Company are not fully operational 
duo  to equipment evacuated to higher echelon.'   One problöm area affecting 
teletype operations ly the lack of cleaning, lubrication and alignment 
cuvibiLity for teletype equipment.    A check with the 5th Maintenance 
Battalion indicates that thoy have not the capability of giving the tele— 
*.y>    .-'■■'••.■' —   '  total bath.     If a teletype repairman was assigned,  this 
cou-J  oe .; .'? within this unit,  vdth lese telotypewritera evacuated; 
outage  time  reduced to  zero on the point to point telotypo circuit,  and 
far more legible message output could be reolizod, 

1»     ('J)    Public Information. 

i'\)    Ihc. 223d Aviation Battalion Information Office continued its 
rnscion   -;" supplying material  to all  suboi^ilnato units for use in their 
ir:formation rrofrtyce  ami publishing the battalion monthly newspaper, 
"The  Griffin Gab". .        • 

(2)    Support from units in the Hometown News Rolcaao Center for thio 
porioJ increased about 70 percent over the last quarter.    This quarter's 
figures arc as follows; 
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FEB 

HHC,  223cl Avn Bn ;cbt) 5 
IBth Avn Co  (IIA) 7 
183d Avn Co   (UA) a 
185th Avn Co   r':A: - c 

2'j}d Avn Co   :.'.i" 7 
219th Avn C-:   [■ .. I 1^, 
:'::5th Avn 'vo  v.'^. 19 

:-1Ah AfR TOTAL 

6 22 
0 22 
7 3^ 

75 113 
17 30 
i i >r^ 

. r '.'f- ' 

?JTAL 77 33: 

(3)    Ixiring thia period,   51   newa relenaw.s  -f^re privcui'sed  through the 
223d Aviation Battalion Information Of fir»  i:-/.  33 wer?   f^rvBrdod   to  tho 
1'.'th Aviation Group  for use in other Coranand   Ir.fomation »'iia. 

2.   **ail2iL2a Laa^ae Lg?33agl!   £gBffiagH±5J!]i3-ega^2mi gWuation^ 
and ReqaßrD'jnda^l T.fi. 

ä'     (^)    Persopiffil.    Malaesignaent of SO^'s. 

(1)    Observation;    Th«re are,   throughout the 17th Aviation Group, 
NCO'a in the grade of CrC E-7 who are qnito probaMy nalascigned, 

(21    Evaluation:     Then' are  NO'a,   67E5-7,  v: U.  little  or no  rotary 
wing experience assigned  to rotarv  uing u' its.     Although the 67Z50 M3.S 
qua-Iifios the  individual to perfons in oitiier category of aircraft,   SCJIHH 

doubt oxl3"s as to the propriety of Resigning u  17 year Src S~7 out of 
his experience  category.     Considering  yc:<. ai: assignment,  it   inn't be- 
lie^.'üd thf't nanflgement can Justify/ attoraptlng to  cross train  (OJT)  in 
till?  aituf.tic.'. in view of  tho  fuc*.   thai  ti. r-.- --iv   alun 67Z5Cla  i<ith ro- 
tary '-rti-g prp^rionce  in fixed '-.'!).£ urdtr; vho  fall  into the  JJJS&U. tategory. 
An SFC Vr-n.  672^0,  properly assigned,   is ir. • 7.' r^.i.'itly   /aluablö  asset to 
Army Aviatlor.,     Hovevcr,  a poorly a^ipT".^  ''■'•■,   ii of queetionablo value 
from the  tochnicnl   acp'aot, 

(3) RocoCTjandati r.: That th • asp! ^rffisint cf ; ■', tru's, 'SFC K-7, 
67Z3C, bo scr'x^ned ty a fieid grnco officer b: .>rrn^y ix^vel to aesur3 
quaJ i ty as a i ^01» > n t, 

b.    (c;    Xntciligency-. 

(a)  'bpor-.it.:.:.;     Thu iH-7t   Sighting oyster.,   FS.N  ^65Cw197-8817,   is 
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SLfBJECT:      |,-.-n:i    >n   ^ir^r't.-l.ea.Dna LearnyJ,   223d Aviation Battalion 

'i.'..v,i i» ,;,   i'.-rluu r.niing 30 April   1970 

a vaiuahle  IjiatniBent in th« handr of a trained aerial observer.    The use 
of 'his devjou er.;".p.tirts the effectiveness of aerial reconnaissance while 
at the  oni'.ti   liiv.  reduces the danger of exposure to eoamy ground fire. 

(b) Kvai ...i,'   :,.    The 0-1  companies of this Battalion have experi- 
"ncod ^rr^at 'vm-.^:,:   in employing the XM-76 Sighting System (hiring aerial 
mcorijiuiseance miaslons.    The system provides the aerial observer with a 
gyro  atablli?,r-<l  blnoc-alar dovlce capable  of zooming in on targets thero- 
.y olirclr.at 1;.,    r,ha roqulrecont for low level flight.    The systom enhances 
lufety by i\:duciug tnc aircraft'y ex|joeure tu enemy ground fire.    The sys- 

tc-Ei rwjuiroy MWU  5S-i 510-202-20/6 tn be  installed on the 0-1  type aircraft. 

(c) Heconnendation;     It is  recomraendoJ  that command action bo  takeri 
to  speed d.'llv. ry r.f the HUO 55-1510-202-20/6 kits.     It has been evidenced 
that the kits hav.   L—.n on ren ;isitioii in excoss of six (6) months.     It is 
farther r^r .LU. ni"! that  all recorutaissanco airplane companies in Vietnam 
he oquipp   : wit::  ana utilizo  tha 11^76 Sighting System. 

(d) Cy.-.uam.i Action:    Tho recommendation as stated is forwarded 
ti'.r-i Kh ci;..,«ti.'l    -i.-.i.tiol ^  f-)r consldcratiüns. 

(•:) .1 >cOjte U. {' .Ijictyir Jofcnfc 

rv;, ii' u 
i   /,;     f'-.i»y componi. .. ha'/u no  equipment to aid in night 
: i rvt..:r .tufonsivo  wir.'S. 

t.h     it;. 
/;i.'i' rv 

t   r l i, 
:..  1.1 

t    L y ,      ;u i 'i /.'ui 

ao..   i;.  ulf-T.t   .u-1. !,   Lv 
ri PI.   ^n;;,t....i   :,• -.:■] i..- i 
ma iu part     i   U.c  oumpa/; 
h.nd  reCulit. 

..•-    .• r....i i-jj'ti ficfcnje can be accomplished with 
per-,     fhi.j voaid aid p^rsonnol on guard duty to 
P  :-L:;ut. r  w.v: n t;.>;ro  is  sufflcijnt moon light. 

T'.j.t th ■ ytarlight  bu  issued to companios for 
5Jtio;iö, It wo'ild be udvantagoous if throe   (3) 

-, ■   :- a    !!■; tv '   (.;)  liand hold starlight scopes bu 
'A'JE or b; ui lawod  on a  one hundred eighty day 

(dj    r.-.i^.u«;    '.r,U   -.:     <■    oojrdirute  with  tiia  base camp security de- 
tachment  to  /liin.!   n.'clpt one   (1 )  starlight   scope  to be used on'a trial 
basis.     Airr    to  o.-ntimr   to   or   fliiTOs wli ui additional light is needed. 

^     (,;j     :i.,-iJli_L.iüi- 

(')     d/fW-A  i-lif'^.t   ui-otjilng: 

(a)       l'l . Mo!;-, .'O-lO;,    .'. nt aircraft crash and the resultant 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

• ' ««aw 

/v'/BACB-DE 13 May 1970 
SUBJECT:     Operatijnai Reports-Lesions Lourned,   '2X)i Avi.atijn Battalion 

(Combat),  Peidod  Ending   3C April   19^ 

fire,   the pilot of the air   raft  received  injuries  fror, the  fire even 
thouph he  waa dreusecl in IfoiüOx fliglit ciotiiing,  Leather combat boots, 
gloi/ea,   and a p'-otective  heLnat  with  £f-ce  ahiald in  the down position. 
Hir;  injuries  r'.':. Ited  fror, his having hie  Noraex trousers Moused with 
ccmnercial  blousing gartörs  which burned and rode up onto  his exposed 
leg,   and his wearing nylon earphone cov^ra or. his helmet.     Theae covers 
raulted and cauoed s u a r f. 1.; additiun,  his nylon escape and 
evasion vest melted  from the  heat  but   '■'.■: not burn  through  the  Homex 
shirt. 

lb)     LVxiuu'1'-:..     Th'j  wearing of !  ■:■:*  flignt clothing anJ other pro- 
tuctive  itomn  saved  this aviator  from  suv'-re burn iniurios  on.', posyibl-' 
death.     Equipment  Lbpi-jvumcnt liocommenduti-nü   (EII<'f;)   have  teen r.ubmjtt.ii 
on the  nylon escape and evasion vest and  the nylon   :arphonu  cov rs.     und 
tills  uviatyr not  had his  N'uiucx  ti-uusers  ulousei wit:,   the  commercial  car- 
tare,   tie wouli  r.ct have   r^cru',-  .;   hi::    .   -.','.  .'.erioi;     L;  ; try,   a   four inch 
third   iegrc.   barn of the-   Lelt ie^. 

(c,'     RJ cjnua-.;nuation:     It   is  recj.'u ..T, :■, ..■. tnat   t;../   requiremtmt  t-   blouse 
tJonuix   trousers bo modified  to  preclud.   recurroncj   ini that  the earphone 
c-;voi'a be  removed  from ail   fliKht  holme 

( n imaan i n 

;rem ai.   1iiyht 

-■ : jr.:     Avintlon 
imjni.'di ite  action t..' ü.sur-'   1;   t   ;^. 
oar|)honu  covers   3n  flight,  h^lm^tj 
1 o     nraginr;  1:.  fii eht, 

i.     ('J.i    or^niaatj^r.     N. n. 

o,     (U)    Training,     fen.; 

:.     (C)     ',(.),■ l^ticQ,     Miajor hep. 

(l ;     Obs- rvation: 
ect  Support Units lose 
they  tire  rcQutr';d  to s; 

^n uru 
1   :;ihl 

.rne: j at  all   echelons  should  take 
aviators  do  net wear  nylon 
their Llou^ing  garters prior 

o, 

r r.r.r 

fur away  from their Dir- 
im-f.ft  avuilabilitv when 

(2)    Evaluation:    T:u: problem 
pa •s wero  r.uthori^od t'.' 
bur- tor,  and  two cylindc:   Ju; 

(3)     Recont:    .... ti.-n:      -\i: 
authorization to k    p "'-■."'or  : 
compa: i e v 

nat,. i   if outlying com~ 
major  repair parts   such  as one  engine  car- 
er. all   t;ra:, 

or. 
..   .;  ..r.^.ij. i  b:   granted  the 
.HUI,  and  ruplacu cnginos at 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

/•.VbÄCB-DE 13 toy 1970 
J.'Jj;'"^-     .'jrTuti'jnfil Report-Lcr.''on.? Li-amcd,  Z2>i Aviati )n Batt-ilion 

r:,<:.::--\.))  Prrlod Ending   ^ April  1970 

14)    i..yu.-. .:■..', fV-t.ion-.    In itsl^nrfnting this procedure,  omi coop-'iay 
oooriir.uCüd ','..■,. uwir Di^ct bupport. üi.it on tho matter.    They \rere ad- 
visod that .ii'."!.". •..  w re  cot aVuluLi.1  in tile  necessary quantity,   however 
mo a sure r> worö t£. :,, tc aai-uro n-ap^nac at the  first opportunity. 

g.     (U)    n-.,.;^,..1Jicall:jfOv    Wono 

I...     ('))     Mr>t^rial.     None 

No no 

WILLIAM M,   JäN^INS JR. 
,rc, IX L 
loairnanding 

5 Iml 
1. lir.it St- jngtha 
2. Unit Ta rialties and Awarda 
3. OpGniti.onal Stitlatica 
4. Aircraft  Status 
5. Crgan;'. ..atioiyil Chart 

;JISTRIBÜTI-ON 
:- Cü'JSARIA.C, krnh.   GPJP-DT, APO   9O-.',.O 

i CG,  ilSk?::,  KTTN:    ÄVHGC-D3T, AP)    96375 
:;

: C(i,   lat Avn Bde,  ATTN:    AVBAGC-0, AP-    963&C 
7 C/ ,   17th A-vrn Gp   (Cbt),  ATTI^:     AVBACB-SC,   APO    96240 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

nVBivCB-SC     (13 May 70)     1st Ind 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report - Lessons  Learned^  Hurdquarters, 223rd 

Aviation Battalion  (Combat),  Period Ending 30 April 1970, 
RCS CSFUR-65   (R2)   (ll) 

Da, HJErtDQÜAHTEBS,  17TH AVIATION GrtOUP  (COMHT) ,  APO    96240    29 May 1970 

TO:     Department  of  the  Army   UCSFOK, DA),  Washington, D.O.     30310 
Comiiu,1ding Üeneril,  I Fi.ld Force Vietnam,  APO    96350 

1.     (o)    This Headquarte-rs has reviewed the attached report, considers  it 
-duquati., ^nd concurs with the contents, except as  indicated below. 

a,    ;;..ct.Lon 1.     .Oriorutiuns:    Significant nctivities. 

(1)    Personnel. 

Mon concur with paragraph lb   (4).     The autiiorized military 
strength figures shown in inclosure 1 arc incorrect.    Thu correct figures 
art,  shown below. 

TQTaL 

107 

168 

8 

123 

123 

123 

331 

1130 

(a) won concur with paragraph lf(3)(b).     There are 
occasions when reloas^s are delayed by transportation.    HHWC cannot dual 
with each battalion on a regular basis.    This Headquarters has established 
liaison with ivMKC  and will  tracu LDP's over 7  days old and walk through 
requisitions for urgent requirement items.    Units requiring assistance 
should contact  the  Group Maintenance Officer. 

(b) Concur with paragraph lf(3)(c).    Units should submit 
formjl request with justifications, through thoir supporting DSU to AMhC. 

18 

UNIT m 

HHC 85 

18th .,vn Go 129 

165rd i'ed Dct 7 

183rd .'vvn Co oo 

185t,h nvn Co PC 

2ö3rd Hvn Co 89 

225th avn Co 290 

Bn Tct..l Should Reflect: D82 

(2) LoBistics. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVBäCB-SC     (13 May 73j     1st   ir,d     2 9 ,   ;y  197G 
SUdJcC'f:     Üo^rational Hjport   -  Lob:^-nE   Lo.-.irnudj H   idquart rs,  ~23rd 

Aviation Battalion   (Combr.t..',  r.jriod  Ending 30 ^prxl  Ir'/j, 
RCS CSFOR-65   (R2)   (L) ' 

approval  will   depend   upon   .v,jil;;.-: j-. ry   of     r.^ir..;   .T  i 
fflovcl validation proc...d'jr\..s s- *,  r'cirtl1. in    .i "'50-^l>. 

'<        L It.'- 

(^    £±£!I£i- 

lion  concur w: '..n   r. ,:     :•■ ; '.   I;-:7 '.     T' 
l^vcl  function   .nd  snoiad  ^ct  ;     r^rf- rr j   -it   jrnt 

.nf   r.-n 

tif.nj  .• nd K..co,-ar,. nd   M.I:,_. 

(1)     h-. raonriLl. 

Nor. cur.cur w. '..;. ■" ' 
is m.in.i^ed by a Su^h-y qu.iii.,. a ;' 
NCu. rhis p:u'tiruj.äjf .'': i^ :n fr. 
niunts aru m:;dü to c^st.nn t;. .'r;o^t . 
rtssigniiionto pr^dx?. t.d .:: .'_n, i,.-. . . 
wing is '-•o[;sin..-r d out - .niio:, :\iv,? ■ 
consudur.iblu i/nb:l.'i';c.:s or ^nn.c.;:; 
j  conurufid action rorar. ; t. 

; -.   .     i r,     pr  sc-.-   .r •^,-r..:.  r-t  ■ VM   .^ 
•.:i<_i   ...' ;,!■■.:-   ,.■ i   . . ison:-   J.   ;>' ■ ■ i 

- .   .j    : :.   , .. ,   J .     Ti.  r, . -r. ,     j<;:.f;. 

.'.■MT",  r   i  r.;" .   .   s^i:.!».   in     i.l   un-t';i 
.;   .:..:,        . i.  r   i  ry  % m,,    ■'■   l'ixi d 

.    -^ ■: ..:"pl: i;:;. d  wiin(,.ut  ^xpi,.r j.<.c.cing 
/   tu:'! il-.nc   .     Unit did  n.'t,  includ«. 

(2)     Ir.t  iiigt-rjot,. 

Will   f ..    i.S8U;..r) .r.i. 

{*• j '-otjeux .;: tl 
rvjsponsibic J-or ;•■.,-;':, il t, <.-v 
com) :nd charms. ; • 
scopes  r-.quir ...'i     :r 

~.'   '   ^ 

f;    .'   t '    ' \ t' / .        iT;       '::;v 

I-'. ; 

bv .i ! rr c, : v >■ ■ 
t Ivc . Out 1 v! ni; ';' 
unr. ! 1 ava i lahi i Lf 
a u c h ('• r i z e d - 

c,     J r.cj-Ofiur. ;- 

Tl'.,   :ut nor, z.. -:  ■■ :  : ~-  of 

incorrect.      Fhc  an^t  :s   .:  ._   aut;.cr: 
rtvi.tiou  jr.-.b..ü :  u.tt„r,       Ltd  ..■■:■ 
a«Lion« 

i". 

. . -. L; HC is 

.: rsr  ft    lUthoi i ■ 
'■- i-y 

CONFsOENTIAL 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

M    ^-;;C     (13  Hay  '70)     1st   It.J    '■'     May   1P7C 
ioml Rv.i>..ri   •   i   ;      !-.   !.- -'-r.   d,  H   -dq-.^rU-rs,  22-'rd 
.■in r-'vuir,;- •,,   ; ■ j-icd Ending;  3i. April  1970, 

JVJ ,   ^ '.;,*)> ,;   ..    v^ / 

'1      z''1 /    ^ 

iUixiC'«.   CuUäH;i..N 

i s :i t .. d j u t. n t 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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nWA-GC-nl^T (13 May 70)  2d Ind 
j-.j5J^0Ti    Operational Report-Lesaona Lean.ed,  Heaaquarters,  223d Aviation 

Battalion (Co-bat),  Period Ending 30 April 1970,  .iCo,  C^iX):i-65  (.12) 

JA,  Headquarters,  I Field Force Vietnam, APO    S.F.    96350        5jUKla/u 

TO:     Gormaanding deneral,  1st Aviutlon Brigade, APO    9&3-'4 

r:.i3  headquarters has reviewed and evaluated subject Operation il deport- 
Lesso: ., Learned and forwarding indorsement and concurs. 

:■'{).<  L'a£ OOli.AiJJEtis 
/ 

ffivj/ 
m m:^^ 

BOBERT L. iLDKHMiN 
Lieutenant Ck)lonel, AGC 
Acting Adjutant Qeneral 

1 -  JO,  17T.1 ATrJ OF  (G),   (Lüj^ O.iLL) 
1 -    10,   223x5 AVli  Bii   (O),   (Llika  O.tLL) 
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AVBAGC-O    (13 May 70)    3d Ind 
SUEJECTi     Operational Rsport-LesEons Learned,  223^ aviation  Battalion 

(Coabat),  Period ciiding   )0 April 19?0 

DA, ':a^.D^^A:.":'.-Z^, u-i UIA^IC. 

r!Lt'.';     Co.'n.f"jir.iin^   ;önarai(   ,iu" 
Arc    •>' -;■• 

'„o-ir.a-r 
AJv 

';li As^ir- 
Ar.-^', 

yß 

riiis ho;-, iiUotr* ■-■ '-.es rfivi'-..-j 
t-ie 223^  Aviation  3attalior.  (,J. 
tne follcvring  exceptional 

Parajrapr. P.f{3){::}, pa-ft 
i ^ s +, »• - 

which has inprovod iüDf response 1 
requisitions per day for a''."' -r:' 
Aviation Group   (Coniijat, '  :.a     -:■,■... 

bi Fara.jrap:. Zi\,2)i':), rat;o 
which are noc aut .■■riiwl • -r ^t ■' 
A-'IIC cürootivaj , 

. l:r.e 

:■-, ..K    v63^   21 JUN 1q^ 

, r,e;   .."v '/idtnam,   \iv.',.K.'i     AV!:GC-LDT, 

.   o.-   aJi.X/   iaCiiic,   ATTJ.I     jPCP-Jr, 

, r'- •  .'ev""!   /.•.•i:.i ,   ./epartr.er.t  cf f 0 

::     :..il .'ir^ ort-Lesrons L.oarneci   ■. 1' 
•:  cncurv wit,, tr.e report,  with 

no  ncur.     A  revised  system  '.'or 
-■rjr.  was   rat   into  effect 10 Karc:. 1 7 
Aid.-  aas  authorized  ten walk  t ;rc ,; ■'•. 

;:.b :.x.\isü!i perconnei.    The 17t;. 
'.   wl • 

.Jijincs aro AIM  itfl.-;r, 
»vel   In accordance with 

FCIi PIE  X! 

/v'v^y';^» 
■-. i I' i i.HS(jN 

...... „.;■-. -■:..:^        1    ■   MffiiMg 



■-'i 'A' ^ii.WHpppmKgnBp^ppiiigi 

A7H'',C   :. •.'   .'i <  May ?0)  kth Ind 
3iJBJEo.i     Oporatlonal  Report-Lessons L«amed,   223d  Aviation Battalion 

(Coahai),   Period  Ending 30  April   1970 

Hoadquft-rtaris,   United   Statee  Army,   Vietnam,   APO    San  Francisco    96375      H       ill1 

iOi      Joiüii.Jf.T   \n     hlef,   Unltad  SULea Army,   Pacific,   ATTNi     GPOP-DT, 

. : .      ..   '. .3  reviewed   the  Operational  Report-Leasons Learned 
, - ' .■>.!  ending 30  April  1970 from Headquarters,   223d 

A ,■ l   i vu      .-.Itiil > .   iCLiabat) and  concurs with  the conuients of indorsing 
head .jujii     , ■;. 

2.     Rfrl<:. .   ..   . ;.ii  ..uiicerning "Nomex  night  Clothing," page  15,   2c i 
Concur      Theru  exists no USARV requirement that the Nomex trousers be blouaed) 
for af»-;>!   flieht   11,  is recommended   that they not be bloused.     The nylon 
■.•arvjad  covra -ire not standard  issue for use with the SPH-4 helmet.     These 
covers  should   not be  used.     This  Information  is being published   in  the  USARV 
Aviation  Safety  Weekly Summary.     The nylon  survival  vest,   SRU-21/P,   does not 
present an unacceptable risk when worn over the Nomex clothing.     This head- 
quarters is requesting USABAAR to conduct an evaluation of the  safety aspects 
of the vest.     No action by USARPAC or DA is recommended. 

KOK THE COMMANDERi 

■Ki 

i^,   Ist  Avn  Hde 
■Q,   2;:li   Avn   Bn   (Cbt) 

.;• ] 



C;POP-DT (13 May 70)  Sen Ind ( U) 
SUBJECT:  Operational P e; . rt uf    !ig , 2 .'^d    Aviation Battalion 

(Comb at} , for Period Ending 30 April 1970, 
RCS CSFÜR-6 5 (R? ) (V) 

HQ,    US    Army,    Pacific,    Ap"   San    Francibco      96SS8     f]^*'^^ 

TO ;       As s 1 s t an t    Cli iff   o i    S t ;■ M 
"i    the   Army ,    W a . 1. ! • i:' .■ r. , 

',   rco    Development ,    Department 
( ,     ,"'f. no 

I :i 1 ■;    si e a dq ua r L e r H    c ■:: 

F"K   THK    (:>)MMAN'Db: i-    I N 

a!■ ] e . i     r >■ , >' r t    as    i n d o r H e d . 

D.D.   CLIIU 
ELT.   AGO 
AflHt A ; 

.' u 



CONFIDENTIAL 
!JN1T STRENGTHS AS OF 30 APRIL  1970 

—    „-„^j^ 

1.    Mj;.nvr;Y 

J ;. : T ~Ä'JTH~ 

.■im\k\n £NLiS1ü. TOTAL       j 
AI IT ! ' 0/H AIJTH 1  0/H l  AliTH o/t  1 

HHC, 22-i..-.-.:  .-,,,   ^ --T) 19 u 3   ' 3 87 86 109 IC5 

hßth  Avn   . .   , .n , 15 15 2A 15 130 11G 169 14C 
|lA3i MuJ  Det 1 1 0 0 8 7 9 8 
183d    Av::   CO    (Lny i2 16 £' 7 90 8.-, 12/, 107 
1l3fjti. .'.vr. Co   (UA) 32 21 < 5 90 87 124 113 

[203d   ■•■ > C:    (,:A) 3.; 18 2 5 90 ^7 124 1 08 
219th   V-n Co   (UA) il 19 2 3 , 10A 109 1   (, 131 

i225th -v.-n C)   (Cui) 19 ,    17 13 291 295 3 ;•' n*? 

}                       *              j      ,■».     i 191 
 ■ ■**-- 

121 57 51 890 863 1138 1035 

.  , J ..L.-. 

'] :: I T 

HHC, - c. j -. ii /n On (Cbt) 
V'th ivn Co   (UA", 

1 83d Avn Co   ("A 
1 85 th Arn Co   ('A' / 
203d iW:. Co   (d..) 

J21!")th Avn Co   (i]i ) 
225 th Avn Co   (Si' ) 

T  1 T A L 
' _ „ ..    , 

J1' 
1 AUTH 

C         i 

i      0 0 
0 0      i 

i      0 n       j 

0 0       | 

1    0 o    i 
pi o 
n o     i 

1    0 
0 

V ' 3hD .k LAT ' L ,   OUATR. .CTOR   | 

; Tii j/H '^'TIT '"" -7H "' ÄUTH "W] 
5 5 0 0 ü 0 

13 13 r 0 0 
10 9 0 0 0 o   ! 
10 9 0 0 0 0 

7 i u 0 0 (1        J 
8 8 0 0 0      l 

3 o 0 ' 1 Q     \ 

53 51 v,' Ü 'j 0     | 

Incl ^1 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
S. OF  30 APRIL 1970 

j,* 

"J 
i r r'f    > 

':.: '" -     ■ - 

—   

! '"'' 
-      . 

:— — 

1 

1 

 -   •■ .    ..         . 
■*■'.!    . .» WiJl 

1 

I. 

1 

.. 

n. :   U   n   ■■':•.; .iro',   fron ^ 

;'  >- APRIL '.9'X 

* t    I. LiiMBLh    j 

•■..■.•   -■     Lar 

1 

■         ,.;       _.          r'     i •     ..   ,  4 1       i 
i 

.x.,!«::- rs l'u.;dal 
Bronz     SU-r   (S'.-r ■;-  ) 95     1 
rsrc nz1    3tar   (/.cM   ;   ". "l    ,' ^        ! 

..ir Kodal i ■') ',           1 

.Mr M-;dal  Cluat,-r , 200 
.■.ir Mn-lai   (Valor) 2 
..r~v,    ■■ rmt :\ ;;;ti .T  '■■ r r- / 1''        ; 
r.:-r./    .crrr-c-rJotrj.-. , ,^V   -            -      ■   * r... 
..—:-■   :-^::.cn>i-t: ■:; (' a->r 1 

l-ur^ !<■  Heart i         ^ 

,   -      ..._— .... .....  _    .... -   !  

Incl /f2 
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