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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

IN REPLY REFER TO

AGDA (M) (30 Oct 70) FOR OT UT 70B037 10 November 1970

SUBJECT: Senior Officer Debriefing Report: BG H. S. Cunningham, CG, ¢
173d Airborne Brigaue, Period 9 August 1969 to 10 August i

1970 (U)

SEE DISTRIBUTION , . ) .

1. Reference: AR 1-26, subject, Senior Officer Debriefing Program (U)
dated 4 November 1966.

2., Transmitted herewith is the report of BG H. S. Cunningham, subject
as above.

3. 'This report is provided to insure appropriate benefits are realized
from the experiences of the author. The report should be reviewed in
accordance with paragraphs 3 and 5, AR 1-26; however, it should not be
interpreted as the official view of the Department of the Army, or of
any agency of the Department of the Army.

4, Information of actions initiated under provisions of AR 1-26, as a

result of subject report should be provided ACSFOR OT UT within 90 days
of receipt of covering letter.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

%M&Mm

KENNETH G. WICKHAM
I Incl Major General, USA
as The Adjutant General
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS. UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96375

12 ar 1)
AVHGC-DST

SUBJECT: Senior Officer Debriefing Report -
Brigadier General H.S, Cunningham

Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development
Department of the Army

Washington, D.C, 20310

1. Reference para 6, AR 1-26,

2. Attached are three copies of the Senior Of ficer Debriefing Report
prepared by Brigadier General H.S, Cunningham, The report covers
the period 9 August 1969 - 10 August 1970, during which time BG

Cunningham served as Commanding General, 173d Airborne Brigade,

3. BG Cunningham is recommended as a candidate guest speaker at
appropriate service schools and joint colleges,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

- /.
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as (trip) Ttevens Jr,
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DEPARTMENT OF TH¥ ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 173D AIRBORNE BRIGADE
APO SAN FRANCISCO 86250

AVBE-CG 9 August 1970

SUBJECT: Letter of Transmittal

THRU:
[ Flel iw, Vietnam V&Y, 81 <[5 .\t Ry W)o
TO: Commanding General

United States Army, Vietnam
ATTN: AVHGC-DST
APO San Francisco 96375

1. Attached is the debriefing report of my tenure as Commanding

General, 173d Airborne Brigade during the period 9 August 1969 to
10 August 1970.

2. This report documents the progress of Operation WASHINGTON
GREEN, the Brigade's pacification operation in the four northern
districts of Binh Dinh Province. It is replete with facts and figures
which are intended to measure the success of the Brigade's three-
front program; Pacification, Combat Operations, and the Improvement
of ARVN and Territorial Forces. By any of the usual statistical
indicators the enemy in Northern Binh Dinh is steadily losing ground

and his former stranglehold on this key area has been effectively
broken.

3. The truly significant gains, however, canndt be adequately des-
cribed by charts and graphs. A full appreciation of the results of
our efforts can only be obtained by considering a host of intangibles
and by personal observation over a period of time. When these

factors are added to the statistics, the true measure of our achieve-
ments is revealed.

[ o7 Ul Regraded unclassified when saparated
208227 from classified inclosure.
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AVBE-CG 9 August 1970
SUBJECT: Letter of Transmittal

4. Rather than cite impressive figures on kill ratios and body count,
I prefer to gauge our success in terms of the 300,000 Vietnamese
people which are now more than 90% under the control and protection
of their government. Less than 50% were in this category when
WASHINGTON GREEN began. I'm proud of the huge sections of

land reclaimed and resettled, the hamlets restored, the new roads
built, and the bustling market places which make Northern Binhk

Dinh a thriving econcmic area. A littie over a year ago, this same
area was a desolated land with masses of refugees huddled fearfully
along QL 1, the sole area under GVN control.

5. The really meaningful success indicators are the smiles I see
on the people's faces a8 I walk through hamlets that recently were
dangerous to fly over, and the confidence exhibited by Regional and
Popular Forces planning and executing night operations. Other
heart-warming indicators are children attending school ior the first
time in years, if not their lives; roads long in disuse being repaired
or new roads extending tc¢ hamlets that have always been isolated;
instances where wives have gone into VC-dominated hills to have
their husbands surrender and rally to the goverrment; and the
increasingly frequent occasions where villagers point out booby
traps to US or GVN troops, and identify VC sympathizers, guer-
rillas, and members of the infrastructure.

6. During the past year, I have witnessed tremendous change in
Northern Binh Dinh. New rad-tiled roofs dot the district, new rice
paddies reach further and further into what was once abandoned

land, and former VC strongholds have been transformed into pro-GVN
economic centera.

7. This certainly was not due solely to the exploits of the 173d
Airborne Brigade, although we are, justifiably I think, proud of
the major role we have played. Progress was achieved by a
coordinated team effort in which GVN forces and their MACV
advisors combined with our troops to carry out joint plans for




AVBE-CG 9 August 1970
SUBJECT: Letter of Transmittal

military operations, training, and civic action,
WASHINGTON GREEN does, I helieve, prove the validity of the

methods described in thig report and their value as a model to
be employed in other areas of Vietnam.

The success of

AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY!

T erll

Brigadier General, USA
Commanding
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OPERATION WASHINGTON GREEN

e

1o Introduction. On 15 April 1969 the 173d Airborne Brigade relinquished
its role as a major United States reaction force in Vietnam to agsume a new
and challenging task in the four northern districts of Binh Dinh Province in
A0 Leo, The oreration was named Washington Green and assigned tha Brigade

the mission of conducting wperaticns in supprort of GVN Pacification. Involved
wera k wide variety of requirsments, the prinecipel of which form the so called
"Three Front Concept;" these were to be performed simuitaneously and included
the pursuit of province and district pacification plens, the upgrading of the
training, leadership, and combat effectiveness of all GVN forces operating

in the A0, ard finally tho conduct of effectite combat operations that would
corplement, exploit, and further stabilize GVN agencies operating in support
of pacification, ’

[P -

2., Pursult of Pacification, US and GVN officials jointly arrived at a
sel of objectives. Security end improvement of existing lines of communication
and the establishment of new ones were high on the list. Next the refugees were
to bs moved from the overcyowded population centera along QL1 and QL19 and
resettled, They were to be accompanied by security forces which would proe
tect the villages and deny the enemy access to tha vital crop producing arcas,
This development of the rural areas was not only to relieve the population
congestion, but to provide a needed increase in agricultural production
and to provide the stablo commmnities noeded for a successful local and
national govermment,

b. Upgrading ths Torritorinl Forces. This was to be accomplished through
Jovoral means, First, leadorship schools were to be established by the Brigade
to provide a gteady flow of trained junior leadors to the territorial forces,
Turther, US rifle companies were to deploy to collocate with Regional Force
(KF) companies and conduct joint operations. In this way the territorisl
forces wore to "lesrnt by doing®, As troining improved, US platoons were to
join Popular Porce (PF) plato-ns while the Company Command Group was to re-
main with 1ts RF counterpart, Aggrossive patrolling was to be the mainstoy
of thepe small unita, Initial patrols wore to be half US md half Vietnamose,
but as the latter gained confidence and oxpertise, US involvemcnt was to de=-
orease until only one or two paratroopers would accorany each patrol. Thua,
sach Sky Soldier was to be come an edvisor and instructor. Murther, Security
Training Advisory Groups (STAG Toams) were to bo estnblished to augment MAGV
Tasmy in the training of PSDF hardat securdty forcus. They wore to teach
tasie tactics, marksmanghip, and the cure and clearing of equipmont. Upon com~
pletion of treining the PSDF ware to ba given the weapon with which they tral ned
and returnad to their villags.

¢, Combat Oporations, It wns envisionod thet as territorial forces be-
care self-sustaining, more ARVN foices would be cvalleble to counteract the
eneity throughout the A0, When intelligence sources indiecated a concerted
onomy throat to pacification, a combined US/GVN task force wes to ho organized
ond ssnt to deatroy the throat before the onsmy offensive was launched, In
the case of terrorist activity, a similer conbined US/GVN force was to roact
to insure the populace of the abllity and intention of the govsrmment to pro=
ide them the required protsction.
DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFYER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 5200.10
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d. It was recognized that success of the concept demanded thorough in-
volvement of both GVN and US forces in pacification and that emphasis on only
one phase of the "Three Front Concept! would result in the ultimate failure
of the entirs progran,

2. ] Situ
8« Enemy Situation

(1) Enemy sctivities in Binh Dinh Province date to the Indo-China Wax, '
It waa ‘the last province to be ostensibly evacuated by the Viet Minh after
the Geneva Agreements of 1954, but there remained a strong infrastructure
which has formed the mucleus of subsequent insurgency activities., The .
arearprovad to be a lucrative center for -Viet Cong activity due to the close
proximity of heavily vegetated mountedns to the densely populated coastal
plein with its alweys ready source of supplies and recruits. Contimuously,
the treinsd Viet Cong district and guerrilla forces defied goverrment at-
tempts to galn control of -the area and win the support of the people, It
wag into this atmosphere of communist dominance that the 173d Airborme Bri-
gade entered in the &pring of 969. In March of that yeer, intelligence
sourcos estimated the insurgent strength to be 5,0C0 Viet Cong,

(2) As a result of the heavy losses in ‘the early months of Operation
Washington Green, the enemy found that for the first time in the history
of the war he could not sustain operations and maintain control of the popu-’
lation without NVA help. As a result of a'request for assistance from MR 5,
the 2nd Regiment, 3rd NVA Division moved into the An Lao Velley in the fall
of 1969, After sustained contact with US Forces, this unit mrved further
south into Base Area 226 where it has since remcined, This activity was
follqwed by the introduction into northern Binh Dinh of the 22nd Regiment,
3d NVA Division, a unit which was soun decimeted to the point that it was
deactivated and its persomnel transferrod to local VC units,

{3) Today despite operatdional lcsses, thero are 3,000 enemy still op-
erating in A0 Loe as district forces, village and Hamlet guerrillas, .and VCI.
Viet Cong in Tam Quan and Hoal -Nhon Districts control three company size elo-
nents md several‘platoons and squads. Similarly,lical An District-controls
one distriot. fores aompany -and Phu.My District.controls four, Throughdut the
A0, and in Phu My in perticuler, elemonts of the 3d NVA Division sre currontly
working side by ‘side with the Viet Cong, All enemy parsonncl have had’
theds armamsnt upgraded to include -the riost modern weapons in their ihven-
tory, Ourrent enemy tectics, combined with the integration of NVA with guer-
rilia forces, are gtrong indicators that the enomy is returning to hit-and-run
gusrrille werfaro,

bs Friendly Situation
(1) US prosence in Binh Dinh Provinco has for 13 years been comprised
almost entirely of the 173d Adirborne Brigade. At present the Brigade CP is

located at LZ English and each of its four battalions is assigned to a sepa-
rote district with general support being provided by the orgenic artillery

CONFIDENTIAL
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battelion, These battalions are each further decentralized into twenty to
forty small teams, & system which provides thorough coverage of the terri-
tory and emphagizes the importence of action at the hamlet level. The or-
genic supPort-battzlion cperates fifty miles to the south at Phu Tai and ]
Cha Rahg where it has easy access to the key support facilities in the Qui

Nhon area, .

[P R

(2) Prior to the initiation of Operation Woshington Green, the GVN
territorial forces were almost exclusively employed elong QL{ and QL19,
and at district headquartsra., This forced the ARVN 40th and ,ist Regiments,
22nd ARVN Division, to be tied down to the security role normally assigned
to the territorial forcea. It has been ene of the achigvements of the op-
eration that tedsy the territorial forces provide the security in most areas.
: As a result, tho JOth ARVN Regiment at L2 English and the 41st LRVN Regiment
at LZ Crystal in Phu My District are now free to conduct combat eperations
and were eble to participate in recent operations in Cambodie,

3. Congept of Operation

te Tactical Opcrétiona. The Brigade concept of tactical operations
ia as follows:

(1) Collocation. The most effective and importent concept of Operation
Veshington Green hag bean the collocation of US Forces with the appropriate
district and territoriel forces. During the operation ench maneuver battalion
located its main or forward tactical operations center with that of the MACY
rdvigory element and the GVN officials at district hendquarters, This placed
the battalion S2 and 83 in close coordination with the District Intelligonce
Coordination Center (DIOCC). Artillery liaisen teams were similarly collocated
with the District Fire Direction Centers, This process of collocation was main-
tained through all lower levels of commapd, such that US rifle companies collo~
cated with Regional Force companies and rifle platoens with Populer Forcs
platoons, The concept served two purposes: it provided cdded gecurity to the
populated areas and served to train and upgrade the territorial forees, Thus,
it provided the nucleus around which Operation Washington Groen hes developed
and operated since the spring of V69,

(2) Employment of Infantry Battalions,

(a) At the timo I assumed command, three of the Brigede's four organic
rifle battalions wero committed to pacification in Honi Nhon, Tem Quan and Fm
Ay Districts. The 18t Bn, 50th Mech Inf, shered the responsibility for Phu My
bistrict with the 18t Battalion, Two battalions wore required becauso of the
high level of enemy anctivity in that area. The 2nd Battalion was opereting in
Hoai Nhon end the 4th in Tem Quen, On 5 September 1969 the 3rd Battalion, which
nod been with Task Force South, in a ene for one switch with the 1/50th Mech,
roturned to Brigade control and began operations in Phm My Distriet. Tho
: tarritorial forces of Hoal An were sufficiently stable to be able to assume
A full responsibility for their district.

| " CONFIDENTIAL
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(b) The battalions throughout the operation have meinteined their admin- ;
istrative rears at three mejor fire support bases: LZ English, LZ Borth En- %
glish, and L2 Uplift, Tactical CP's, however, have been located aither at
District Headquerters or in forward ereas.

(¢) By Pebruery 1970, pacificetion had progressed to such a degree that
two battalions were able to conduct combat operations in high ground along
“the periphery of the populated areas,

(3) Hawk Tesms. A Hawk tem is a emsll mobile Hunter—Killer team designe
ed to saturate an area and significantly increase pressure on smaller Viet
Cong local force units, loglsticd carrying perties, end couriers, Their
mission 1s to pursue these smaller enemy groups, carryout interdicting embushes
ard provide a constant source of harasament to the enemy. A Hawk teem var- )
ies in plze,bssed on the mission and situation, from a fire team of 5 men
to a full platoon, Whensver possible, Hawk teams include Regionel end Pop-
ular Forces with as many as 140 Hawks dispersed at night throughout the 40,
This concept provides maximum coverage of all suspected avermes of epuroach.
The resulting scraen has baen most effective in providing the shield be~
hind which the Revolutionary Development Cadres move into the hamlets to
initiate basic pacification programs,

(4) PEmployment of the Cavelry Troop, The organic cavalry troop, comprised
of APC's and Sheridan assasult vehicles, was limited by torrain and monsuver
demage considerations to oparations along LOC's and cround the populeted areecs.
In the pacification role, track vehicles must avoid destruction of crops and
property in order to gain end retain the goodwill of the people. In goneral
the Cav was used to support the battalions with individuel nlatoons placed
under the battelion's operationsl control, This allowed the battelion com-
mander to employ them as the tactical sitwation dictated, The Cav proved
perticularly effective when used as a blockdng force,

(5) Employment of Artillery. Artillery was positioned throughout the AO
to pravide maximum coverage .and support to meneuver battalions with minimum
need for relocating the batteries. One unique feature of battery smployment
in AO Lee has been the action of batteries to provide their own security for
Fire Support Bases. This has allowed the infantry to employ a maximum mumbar
of personnsl in conbat operatiopa, .

(6) Employmont of Rangor Tesms. Ranger teaus wore emloyed in arees of
suspected oneny concentration and on avonues of approach into populated areas.
They were used primarily as an intolligence gathering source and to further
develop intelligence baged on sensor readouts, Airborns Porscnnel Detector
(Snoopy) readouts, and agent reports. N Cq 75th Infatry is authorized
a total of 61 perasonnsl, Howsver, due to operational commitments throughout
a largs A0, I increased tha strongth of the unit to 115,

(7) Employment of Aircraft,
(a) The 173d orgmic aviation platoon operatad and neintained 8 UH1H and

6 OH58 aircraft., These wers used primerily for commend and control and re-
connaisaance missions,

11
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(b) A platoon of the 61st AHC provided direct gunshi) support to the Bri-
gade for airmobile operations., Additional eviation sup ort in the form of
slicks and CH-47 hooks was utilized for a wide variety of missions from nor-
mel eirmobilo assaults to fougagse drun-drops. The wide dispersion of units
and the rapidly changing situation made such support nendatory,

(8) Enployment of Choricel Sup.ort. The 51st Chemical Detachment, under
the opoerational control of the Brigade Chemicel Officer, supported the Bri-
gace in a wide veriety of missions to include employment of herbicides, Air-
borne Personnel Detsctors (APD), Riot Control Agents (RG4), and eir delivered

thickened fuel (fougasse) drops. Thesc lattor two deserve some gpecial discus-
gion, '

(a) Riot Control Agents (RCA). The Brigade made frequent use of CS muni-
tions in dirsct support of combat operations. Bulk CS-2 and microulvarized
CS wore used in the contemination of boulder and cave complexes to dony their
further use to the enemy., E-158 CS cannister clusters were omployed fron
helicopters in conjunction with treticel airstrikes, ground operations, and
in crop destruction nissions where ground fire was expected,

(b) 4ir Delivered Thickened Fuel (Fougasse). The 173d Airborne Brigade
employed en army aviation flame rmnition known as fougasse in suprort of
tactical operetions. The besic component of tho frugesso drum-drops is a
fifty-£ive gallon drun filled with thickened fuel. These drums aro rigged
for eir movement by CH-47 helicopters in alings or carco nets. The muni-
ti.ng are drepped in the targetl area and tho fuel ignited from a remote source,
te’sy hend droppad pyrotechnica, 2,75" rockets, or mechine gun tracer amrm-
rition., These munitions hed the advantage of being complotely undar Army con-
trol ~nd could be razidly deployed. They proved extremely offective in nissisng
arcingt tunnel/bowlder comploxes, bunkers, caves, crche sitea cnd booby trap
areags. During oight months of om>loyment, the drops resulted in 42 VC/NVA KIA
rd 3 VC/VA CIA. Additionally, thore were 92 sscondary explosiong md neny
wromy base camps destroyed.

b, Civic Action/Psychological Operations, Com-~lementing tnctical opera-
.l.ng were civic actions. In the miitdfaceted var of Binh Dinh, they played
~ role of upnost importance and deserved equel priority with tectical opera-
tisna, The 1732 Lirborne Brigade's role included essistance to the GVN in

~«tring the peopls to werk among thenselves and with tho government, end li-
cact galf-halp agsistancs to the Vistnonosze,

(1) Civil Affairs. To fulflll thaose two basic objectives the 173d Civil
~Ltadxrs Progran strove to esteblish the environment, and to providoe the tech-
.iques and materiels, which could assist tho government end people to renlizo
their own unique aspirations, Moxeover, the 173d progranm supplemonted the
GVN Civic Action Program wherc the GVN and the people were clearly unsble to
realize thoir needs and asspirations, Assisting the Vietnnmsse developmant
rmaant work through Vietnamese leaders and officicls an their US counterparts.
res. lenders provided first-hand kno>wledge of local requiremonts, problems,
.nl existing programs. Once a civic azction project or civil nssistence had

12
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been approved and initicted, the Brigede attempted to insure close codpera=-
tion with the GVN and to place appreprieste aemphasis on the GVN involvement
in the project, thus showing the pecple that the GVN is cepeble end willing
to support them, .

(2) Psychologicel Operations. The 173d spent the mejority of its direct
support PSYOPS time in support of tacticel and security operations. Combined
tactical and pacification operationg stressed the inevitability of GVN victory,
the GVN as the fulfillment of the aspirations of the psople, end the commu-
nist forces as destroyors of everything meant for the welfare end benofit »f the
Vistnamese people, Pacification PSYOPS concentratad upon the specific con-
structive projects that were being done by GVN and upon the spocific destruc-
tive acts and planned terroriam of the Viet Cong. Purcly tacticel PSYOPS
stressed ths overwhelming powsr of the allied forces and the uselessness of
dying for the communist cauae,

(3) Engineer Support. 4s plens for pacificetion wers formlated, we
recognized that roads were required into the populetion centers, The majrrity
of terget areas were also accessible only by air or foot end the roads that
did exist were in disrepair or had been interdicted by the enemy., Roads and
bridges were required to increase the mobility of US and territorial forces
end to provide commarcial access to the populated ereas. To satisfy these
requirements, an extensive secondery LOC progren wes formuleted jointly at
each District by US and GVN officials. This secondary road construction
progran initiated the movenent of refugeos back to abandoned hemlets and
villeges in remote areas and has. continuously been instrumontnl in the ad-
vancement of the »nacification program,

4e Oporations
a. Teactical Oporations

(1) Operation Washington Green I was well underway by 9 August 169,
7y than tho meneuver battelions had moved into collocatod nesitions with
District and torritorial forces and werc porforming security operations
in gupport of pacification, Cordon and search operations were conductod
extensively with RF/PF forces to rid the populatod areas of VC guerrilla
forcos. Simltaneously, the units began conducting active night patrol-
ling in en attempt to oliminate infiltration and moverent by the VCI.
Hoai An District daveloped so rapidly that the 1st Battelion, 503d Infantry
was moved to Phu My District, thus leaving Hoal An District forces to op-
ercte on their own. This initdel ohese of Washington Green cost the en-
emy 438 KIA, 54 POW, end 152 asmall crns cartured.

(2) During the poriod 30 Soptember through 5 October 1969 tho Brigace
conducted Operntinn Derby Trail III in the aree ~f the I Militery Reglon
and TI Militery Rogicn boundary. The Bripade nission was to conduct rec~n-
in-force cporationg in the An Leo Valley and to interdict the novenment of the
2d Regiment, 3d NVA Division acruss the boundary. This wes a combined op-
eration involving elomonts of the Amorical Divie’ n and 4th Regt, 23 ARVN
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Division from I MR nd twe Bns of the 1734 Abn Bdo and two reginental task
forces »f the 22nd ARVN Division from the II MR for 2 total »f 9 bettelions,
Results of this operation included 55 enery KIA and 21 small amms CIA with
no casualties being inflicted on friendly personnel,

(3) Operation Weshington Green II (11 Oct 69) was e contimuation of
the originel mission., Its purpose was to continue suzport of the pacifi-
cation effort in Einh Dinh Province and to extend the security screan for
the po-ulated areas. By employing fire teans end squads in coordination
with territorial forces, the area cf operetion wes saturated with friendly
»atrols and embushes, Initial success onabled the 3rd Bn, 503d Infantry
to be released from collocation res.:onsibilities of vacificaticn and to
inltinte combat operetions in the clearing zones »f A0 Les. In addition,
the 314 Bn, 506th Yvfatry was pleced OPCON to the Brigade on 23 Dscember
19459 to nssist the 3rd Bn, 503¢ Infentry in conducting recon-in-force mis-
gions., This force was deployed to the Crows Foot Area (northorn base area
226). ¥nemy losses ns a result of operntions during this period were 21/
KI4, 11 POW, end 91 caeptured weapons.

(4) On 3 February 1970, in anticipation of the onemy threat for TET
70, olements  of the 3rd Bn, 506th Infentry comrenced recon-in-force opers.
tiona in the high ground adjecent to My Binh Homlot, Tonm Quan District, %he
unit encountered an extensive cave complex while battling the 8th Battaiion
=nd othor supnoriing elements of the 22d NVA Regimont which were discovared
In attack positions on Hill 474 in Tem Quen District. During the course of
ths battle, whith lasted elx weeks, crtillery, TAC air, and CS proved in-
.rfactive in driving the ensmy fronm his caves. A new tactic, however, provod
~1orly offective. Drouns of 55 gallon drums of fougasse, proviously doscribbd
In paregreph 3, provided the pinpoint accuracy required to root out the en-
omy., Results of the operation were 70 VC/NVA KI&, 15 VC/NVA KBA, and 4 crow
served woapons captured,

(5) With the genorally unsventful passing of the TET 70 high point,
Opuratisn Weshington Green IIXI wes initiated on 18 February 70, It was
teairned to provide more floxibility in meeting the changing enery situ-
aticne While the 1st and 4th Battelions contimued to provide direct
sup; ort to Phu My and Tam Quan District Pacification Programs, the 2nd
17 3rd Battalions provided overall security by conducting reconnais-
srres in force apainst snomy build-ups, The majer significance of this

r.ov 0 of Washington Groon was to increase the numbor of combined opare=~
t4 a oonfueted in the A0, Cumulr tive results of the operation were 938
~nam KIK, 41 POW, 30 Hoi Chanhs, rnd 383 captured wespons,

(6) As the threat after TET subsided in northorn Binh Dinh, TF Talon
- a deployed on 112 March 1970 in reaction to on enemy build-up in Phu Yen
sr.vince. The task force was made up of slemants »f the 3rd Bn, 5034 Infantry.
.t canzigted of a commend group, a reinforced rifle com.cny of six ; latoons,
- 2,2 mortar section, end three tubes of 105 artillery. The kmowleige and
- .chriquoa acquired in Binh Dinh were used to support end uzgrade the ter-
r2tori=l forces of Tuy Hoa District. The task force returned to the Brigeade
n 22 Ayril 1970. Results of the mission were 9 VC/NVA KIL, 115 detainces,
ot 4 VCI neutralized.
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(7) On 10 April 1970 the 2nd Bn, 503d Inf:ntiy, in conjunction with
two task forces and an APC Comuany from the 22nd ARVN Division, conducted
operations in tho Soul Ca Valley against forwerd elements of the 3rd NVA
Division. The ARVN artillery provided ell diresct supporting fire for the
opergtion, and ARVN emerged as an aggressive fighting force, Results of
this operation wers 29 enemy KIA and 2 POW,

(8) During the new phase of Washington Grsen which was initiated on
10 May 1970, ARVN forces from AO Loe were dispatched into Cambodia., This
nhese IV of the opsration has included expension of US battalion AO's, ac-
celorated troining of territorial forces and more active ambushing and
patrolling by all forces in and eround the population, The 173d continues
Washington Green IV as this report is submitted.

b. Training Operations

(1) Lecdership School, The task of upgrading the torritorial forces
is based upon improving the quality of the non-cormissioned officers
and the junior officers of these orgenizations, To this and the Brigcdes
hos opercted a leadership school which conducts o thirteen day course for
RF/PF personnel., Instruction includes besic military subjects such as
narksmenship, patrolling techniques, adjustment of artillery end aie sup-
port, and.basic leedership. A five day course is also conducted for
RD/PSDF cedre personnel,

(2) OJT through Collocation, US Forces collocated with RF/PF hebi-
tually conducted joint operationa and provided on-the-job treining through
learning by cdoing. In Mey 1970 an accelerated progrem for upgrading the
skills >f the territoriel forces wes begun with greater emphasie being
placed on weapons training, patrolling snd hamlet dofense, The US Infentry
squads provided the expertise and pushed the treining through formal and
practical work., This, combinad with the Brigrde School, hes helped expond
the territorial forces so that they cen provide security to more of the
torritory of northorn Binh Dinh Province,

(3) 0T for ARVN Officors, On 5 June 1970 twonty ARVN officers from
treining centers throughout Viotnam came to tho 173d for o ono n:nth on-
tho-job training program, Thess cfficers werc assigned to tho mansuver
battelions and operated in tha field rotating from squed thru battalion
lovel, Tacticald concepts and idans were exchanged and the profran provod
very successful and was profitnble to both ARVN officers end US personnol.

c. Civil Affeirs/Civic Action Operstions

(1) Civil Affeirs

(c) During Ojoration Weshington Greon 81Km of socond-ry lines of com-~
nmunicationg hrve bean conplated with 35 Emmoro schodiled for completion
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prior to the 1970 monsoon season., This cowbined with the growth of ter-
ritoriel forces, provided the cnwiyonneat and monpowor whieh could allow
the pacification progran to progress and military action to cormence, As
szcurlty improved, peopls bogan to resettle nreass which they had formerly
atendoned because of VC terrorism, harrassment, and texation, In 1969 md
carly 1970, 28,000 people in A0 Lze raturnsd to their nntive areas, Bet-
waen August and September 1969 eicht henlets ware resettled end security
satablished to keep then loyel to the GVN, The establishment of security
ia raflected in the contimued resettlement of hamlets throuchout the AO,

In early 1969 some 70,000 refugecs formed a major segment of the population
of 300,000 in northern Birh Dinh, By early 1970, 60,000 of these people
ware no longer refugeses, Throughout the period the Brigade provicded relief

i23istance to refugees ot the Diem Phieuw, Trung Luong end Hoai An District
refugs: camps,

s cnptopn S B AR S

(b) ARVN dependents wers another target group whose morale end deve-
L:pument wore criticel to progress in the entires A0, The 173d assisted the
“2nz LRVN Division in buiiding dewendeci housing units at LZ Dog, Hoai Nhon

.asorict, L2 Crystal, Phu My District, and neer the 22nd ARVN Division Head-
guarterg at Ba Gi in An Nhon,

{z) The dovelopment of en eluc~tionnl system end the growth of the
voul copudetion wag of speciel concern to tha 173d due to the greet num-
nr of youngsters in northorn Binh Dinh end the potential they represented
¢ the V0 if left unoducated. As a result of constant attention from the GWN,
AMIR D end the 1734 adrborie Biiguds, school attendance in northern Binh
onenrly triplod from fosit 1263 4. July 1970, Furthormore, in fifty-
..ut torpet hamlets »f the 173d Adrborne Brigade for Operation Washington
arooh, there are now 7,531 children attonding school., In 1969, there were
-xly 110 children (40 of these in VC controlled schiols) attending school.

..} Madicnl supnort was provide! the populace through the MEDCAP pro-
Parther, to srovide for the future, a ;mgran of instruction under
% .irection of the Brigede Modicerl Compdany was presented to representetives
" iooilots throuzhout the A0, Tho program was designed to placo tralned
o personnel in each hamlet to provide emsrgency medical treatment to
© . villagors. Tho two waek coursu included instruction In besie medical
Sy ap trantmant £ veuds snlopinor injuries.

..V Of gnecinl intoront U tho brd-ads wore cctions to ald the develop-
£ tha governmant among tha peovl:. Direet ¢o-rdinction botwsen tho
sy, MACY, end Mgtriet (ffiecisls owevided the environnent for all eroas
svalanmant,  Security operatisns apd day-to-~dgy GVN pacification and
{3 ffeiry played lmportant rolee, Faychologierl coperations, integrated
.« .., ulace end res~rces control nctiviiies, were reszonsible for gaining
.« ioyalty of the peopla, celming fesrs about prvernment policies, end
t+ 4 nins GVN porsomnnel in controll:n~ ths pasple without ciiensting thenm.
B~ -rdo further aided in »rovi’ing ¢ shield of security for election
> As e result, governnent has sprend end the nuxber of elected harlet
* Matrlet chiefs hos steadily ineronsed.
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(£) In eddition to assisting the GV¥ in this difficult phase of develop- :
ment, the Brigade bettered the image of the US by providing special gifts ;
to orphans, refugee centers, and churches at selected times of the year,
sspeclally at Christmag, Tet, and Buddha's birthday.

(2) Psychological Operations |

(2) The Brigade employed & wide variety of PSYOPS equipmont. Although ;
el rborne helicopter-mounted loudspeakers suffered somewhat from maintenance
difficulties and noise problems, they proved idesd: for rapid reaction and in
tactical situations where heavy US superiority was enjoyed. However, ground )
oquipment continued to be the most effective means of reaching both the ecnemy
and the people. The new AN/PIQ-5 bullhorn wes espacially useful in reaching
the enemy in the many cave complexes of the 173d AO.

(b) 1In all pacification operations, the primery means of disseminating
thoughts and ideas was through face-to-face communications. To complement
this concept, the Brigade emphesized knowledge of the customs of the Viet-
nemese people to all Sky Soldiers. The personal handout of leaaflets by
RVNAF and GVN personnel proved much more productive than aeriel drops. Many
Hoi Chanhs stated that they had road the leaflets and bssn strongly in-
fluenced by them. Such oparations contributed to the increase of Hoi Chanhs
from 1969 to 1970 in addition to developing confidecnce in and supnort for the
GVN,

(3) PSDF, In the 1970 pacification and development plen, community
coopargtion and political mobilizetion wers themes highly stressed. Tho
growth of the PSDF was a major facter in the political mobilization of the
poople. Progrosz in building the PSDF 13 shown in the comparison of thuse
two months of the numbor of PSDF organized in each district of AO Loe:

August 1969 May 1970
Tam Quan 2,772 2,396
Hoai Nhon 9,827 15,978
Hoal An 350 6,035
Phu My UNK 18,497

(4) Kit Carson Scout Program. The 173d Airborne Brigade is en onthusiastic
participant in the Xit Cerson Scout Program., The scouts of the 173d wera
rocruited from the National Chieu Hoi Center in Saigon and from the Binh
Dinh Chieu Hoi Center. The Brigede also recruited scouts from tho 1st In-
fantry Division end the 3rd Brigade, 4th Infentry Division when these units
redoployed. In Sky Soldiur operations those former VC/NVA have proved to be
invaluable with thoir abilities to detect minoc, booby traps, ond enemy po-
sitions, In the past ysar, tho Brigedec recognized tho heroism displeyed
by tho Kit Carsen Scouts by ewsrding one Silver Star ond two Bronzo Ster
Medals with '"V" device,
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5. Support. Although no major problem areas have developed in Brigede
operations, we certainly experienced difficulties due to limited orgenic
aircraft support and wide dispersion of units,

i
e s Sps S O

B

a« Avietion assets heve continuously been a problem in day-to-day op- :
oerations., The MIOE of the Brigede Aviation Platoon ruthorizes six OH58 heli-
copters which falls far short of the operational needs of the Brigade, As
& result of an augmentation to the MTOE, the Brigasde was additionally au-
thorized eight UH1H helicopters; howsver, maintenance personnel were not
provided. At present theas persomnel are assigned in excess of MTOE au-
thorization, A change to the MTOE has beon submitted in an attempt to pro-
vide authorization for additionel porsomnel. It is presently being staffed
at USARPAC and DA,

b. 4ll nor-orgenic aviation support is located seventy miles south of the
Brigade Headyuarters. This distance hampered operation on many days when wea-
ther in our area was clear but was not flyable at the aircraft's home base.
The distance, plus tho weather, contributed to many late arrivels and delays
in operations which would nnt heve occurred if the 173d Airborne Brigede had
an attached assault helicoptor company plus its organic avietion platcon,

The weather and diatence were also problems with CH-47 support until one Ch-~
47 was roquired to remain at LZ Englizh cach night during the reiny season.
This action insured thet the aircraft was immediately availabie to 2ccomplish
necossary resupply when weather permitted.

¢. In the aircraft maintonance cres, the most difficult problem was the
criteria for turn-in of damaged airvernft., This policy was the same for the
origado's aviation platoon as it wes for larger units. Sinco the Brigade
hed only a limited mumber of aircraft, the loss of ono for thirty deys %o a
sup ortang meintenance unit drastically raduced the capability of the platoon.
An active [loat alreraft program would have eliminated this problem. FRowever,
thy alrcralt supply point aystem has improved greatly in the pest two months
-nd 1y satiafactory,

d., The wide disporsion of units in a pacification role strained the
regources of tho Brigade., Tharo often was just not enough oquipment to go
rround, Typlcel examplos were radios nnd fo~d containers. Ecoch site had to
have a radio s en operational nacessity. The lack »f this equipment placed
i"ry 1imf{tations on the mmbor of sites ~ni ambushes which could be established
2 no time., The food contulners ware n:aded becouse it was desirable to
an 1y ona hot meal a day to each site and separate containors woere required

- these sitea. Much aifficulty could have bean evalded by tho sugmentation
. cortein equipment for units operating in the pacification role,

8, One interesting aspect in the field of logistica has been tho high
evailebility of M551 vehicles, Many factorg contributed to this situation,
When the decisicn was made not to issue the M551 vehicles t» the 4th Division,
tha vehicles and push package of repair parts were diverted to the 1734,
verious key personnel of the 173d Spt Bn hed prior experience with the M551
-nd consequently were eble to progrem {-r the required repair parts. An
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augmentation to the authorized strength of the Cav Troop provided for a Warrar’,
Officer to supervise thec maintenance »f these vehicles. A 3-dgy maintenance
stand»down for each 30 operation days was found to be an absolute necessity.

The availability of technical representatives to the using urdt and its direct
support activity is.an invaluable asset provided they are allowed o remain in
the area for e sufficient period of time. All these factors heve had the conme
bigidlregult of insuring a higher than average sveilability rate for the M551
vehlcle, .

€. Base Camp Activivies. Since August of 1969 a concertsd effort has been
made "to"improve the welfare and morale of the Sky Soldiers of the 173d Air-
borne Brigede. This effort resulted in the complsticn of several projects
and work continues toward the gompletion of several mors,

a, Sky Soldler Beach, located near the fishing village of Lo Dieu, pro-
vides a beach area where the men can enjoy a variety of recreational activities.
Among the facilities available at the beach is e MARS gtation which provides
an opporsunity to place calls to the United States. 4 contact tesm from Bri-
gade Rear goes to Lo Dieu on a regular basis to clear up administrative and
personnel problems,  Additionally, maintenance contact teams check and repair
the unit weapons, radios, and other equipment as necessary.

b, PX facilities were opened at LZ English offoring psrsonnel the oppor-
tunity to surchese merchendise not readily available to forward erea troups.
Bupiness was more active than anticipeted and e branch PX wes opened at LZ

¢+ A club system was established at LZ English, The Officers Club offers
hot meals in the evening as well os movies. The NCO's and EM share a larger
club which houisss a bar end steakhouse combination. Both clubs have the cap-
ability of presenting live enterteinment., Additionelly the club system has
tcen expanded to provide similar services at North English and Uplift,

de In May 1970 Special Services opened the Sky Soldiers Library for the
information and education of the men of the Brigade and attached units. There
are over 3000 volumes, both hardback and paperback, presently in the 1library.

e.. June 1970 saw the opening of a photo lab at LZ Engligh, This facility
ennbles the Sky Soldier to learn a skill while rolaxing, A qualified photo lab
instructor is available to assist the men in the processing of film of all
sizes, black and white, and color,

f. A awinming pocl was constructed on the LZ end opened on 17 July 1970.
The facility is equipped with swimming suits, shower, locker rcom and maack
bar,

4. Other projects presently under construction are & tennis court and
2 shopping contor for licensed concossionaires.
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7. Achievementa. Although meny achicvements hove beon discussed throughowt
this report, certain of them deserve elaborstion since thay reflect the ‘
stability which has been brought to northern Binh Dinh Province. '

a. Government. The government structure in northern Binh Dinh Province
has experienced immense growth during the perioé covered by this rsuort.
During the ecrly phages of Operation Washington Gresn, functional hamlet
orgenizations were virtuelly non-existont., An initial step in reesteblishing
GVN control was to insure security for these hamlets and to the officials who
fi111 the positions of responyibility, Within thig security screen, active
participation in government activities and representation down to hamlet level
became a fact. In addition t» security, other problems facing the civil gov-
ernnent included resettlement and th: reconstruction of entire hamlets. This
in tuin led to the requirements of fixding boundaries, determining ownership,
and other legal technicalities. In overcoming these problems, the GVN has
demonstrated resiliency end willingness to assist and sup ort the populace in
its efforts to live in peace. Since August 1969, the civil organizations have
been reestablished and every hamlet in the 40 is again represented, Of par-
ticular impcrtance has been the development of points of contact, both civil
and military, to assist in a free democratic form of frovermment,

b. ARVN, After some initial hesitati~n in working with 173d Airborne
Brigade units, the 40th and 41st Regiments ~f the 22nd ARVN Division began
operating harmoniously with US units and have significantly contributed to
pacification. They provided local security forces in early stages of Opera-
tion Washington Green when RF/PF forces wers not availeble in sufficient mn-
bers to carry out that mission. Sircc the improvement of the RF/FF, both
rogiments have conducted successful combat operatinns in the A0 and were con=
mitted to the effort in Cembodia.

¢. Territorial Forces. Regional Force and Popular Force soldiers heave
provided the manpower that the District Chiefs neoded to secure the population
and support the pacification program. During Operation Washington Green, these
units have grown from a few units along major lines of communicetions and at
major population centers into a2 formideble force securing the country side and
freeing ARVN forces to perfora combat operations against the enemy., Through
their growth and achievements, they have bacome a key to the success of pacifi-~
cation in northern Binh Dinh Provinee,
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