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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

1% REPLY REFER TO

AGDA (M) (9 Jun 70) FOR OT UT 708013 11 June 1970

SUBJECT: Senior Officer Debriefing Report: MG A. E. Milioy, CG, 1st
"~ Infantry Division, Period 10 August 1969 to 21 March 1970 (U)
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b 794, Its transmission or the revelation of its c?ntents
| 1&“ mannar to an unautborized persou 1is pronibited

b?‘ l".' )
-1. Reference: AR 1-26, subject, Senior Officer Debriefing Program (U)
dated 4 November 1966. , ’

2. Transmitted herewith is the report of MG A. E. Milloy, subject as
above. '

3. This report is provided to insure appropriate benefits are realized
from the experiences of the author. The report should be reviewed in
accordance with paragraphs 3 and 5, AR 1-26; however, it should not be
interpreted as the official view of the Department of the Army, or of
any agency of the Department of the Army. ‘

——

4.  Information of actions initiated under provisions of AR 1-26, as a
result of subject report, should be provided ACSFOR OT UT within 90 days
of receipt of covering letter.
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DEPARTMENT CT THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS. UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96373 ‘

AVHGC-DST 2 may 1970
SUBJECT: Senior Officer Debriefing Report - MG A, E, Miiloy

Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development
Department of the Army
Washington, D, C, 20310

1, Attached are thres coples of the Senior Officer Dedbriefing Report
prepared by MG A. E. Milloy. The report covers the period 10 August
1969 through 21 March 1970, during which time MG Milloy served as
Commanding General, ist Infantxry Division.

"2, MG Milloy 1s recommended as a candidate guest speaker at appropriate
service schools and joint colleges when his tour of duty in the Republic
of Vietnam has terminated,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

1Inel o L. D. MURRAY
3s (trip) CPl,’  AG
2 cy wd HQ, DA . _

Assistant Adjutont Generol

Regraded unclassified when separated
+ from classified inclosure, -
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DISTRIBUTION (Cont'd)
US Army Electronic Warfare School : !
US Army Engineer School - ' ‘ J
US Army Field Artillery School

US Army Infantry School T - "~m//r—~» e B

US Army Institute for Military Assistance

Coples furnished:
Office, Chief of Staff, US Army
Deputy Chiefs of Staff
Chief of Research and Development
Assistant Chiefs of Staff
Chief of Engineers
0SD(SA) Assistant for Southeast Asia Forces
Director, Defense Research & Engineering
Office, Joint Chiefs of Staff
Commanders In Chief
Pacific
US Army, Pacific
US Strike Command
Commanding Generals
Military District of Washington, U.S. Army
111 Corps, ATIN: Project MASSTER
Chief of Staff, USAF
Chief of Naval Operations
Commandant of the Marine Corps
Commandants
Armed Forces Staff College
Defense Intelligence School
Industrial College of the Armed Forces
The National War College
Senior Army Representative, Marine Corps Development & Education Command
The Air University Library B
Chairman, Armed Forces Explosive Safety Board -
Defense Documentation Center
 Commanding Officers
US Army Limited War Lnboratory
US Army Logistics, Doctrine Systems & Readiness Agency
US Army Mobility Equipment Research & Development Center
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters, 1st Infantry Division
APO 96345

AVDB-T-MHD 1 & MAR 1470

SUBJECT: Letter of Transmittal (U)

Commanding General

United States Army, Vietnam .

ATTNs  AVHGC-DST
AP0 96375

(U) Reference letter from USARV AG (undated) to CG, 1st Infantry Divi-
sion, the required Senior Officer Debriefing Report is forwarded in five
copies as Inclosure 1 IAW AR 1-26 amd USARV Reg 1-3.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

1 Incl ) ———
as ¢ | -, 6;44
," J3.F. CALL
- : ‘ CPT. AGC
] ‘ Azt A

Not relcasable to foreign nationals

Regraded unclassified when separated

" from classified inclosure.
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_ (buntrj: P.a’public'of. Vietnan : R T - T

Debrief Report by: hajor Genéral Lbert Hilloj o I - | : i
- Duty ﬁ.aéignment: Coraiznding Gereral, lst Infentry Division ’ APO SF 96345 g , »;j | AR
» Inclusive Detes: 10 Iugust 1969 - larch 190 : R

_Date of Report: kerch 1970

CALT

1. (€) Ceusative Puctors of the Ineurgancy. » o Co

a. Political: to comment.

b. Military: Since the late 19th Gentury, tne -..bso. ce of any V:.(.'bnamese
nationzl govermaent hes divided militory loyalties and undermined militury
professionalism. Years of warfare sgeinst the French and Japanesc have troined
local leaders in guerrille werfare and widened the treditionsl split between
~urben end non-urban populetions. Ending this gep by bringing Governnent of
Vietnom {GVis) forces out of the urban aress and into the countryside hes been
one of our major gocls. Achicvement of this goel will {ill o governuental void
end eliminzte the insurgent's locul base of power. However, as lons as the
Communists receive substenticl outside aid through the Cambodian border, it is
doubtful thet tie insurgency can be entirely eliminzted. :

o c. Econorde, Socizl end Ideologicnl: Ecomoric and socisl needs of’ South
" Vietrem are as srect s eny underdeveloped country in transition. Ia those
areas where GVii wes not meetdny the necds of the people through loek of will
or stren;th, loc:l Conrunist leaders promis.d to instituite reforms. Uthen cou- -
pled with on erti-forei n notionslism, Covunist ideels end prowdces pove the
Viet Cong a wide buse of populcr support, especiully in rural arecs were
governnient presence was absent. ‘

2, (G) The Insurgent.

: &, Orgenization: The perellel milit:r,;/political orbunizetion of enemy
s ‘w“units within the Tocticel area of Interest (1401), besically similcr—to-olx
~ Cormunist systeiis, extends fro:: the iorth Vietnzuese rezive, tirowrsh the
Contr:l foi\.e for Scuth Vietninm (CCSV..), to the xdlitury fkegdons rd Sub- -
Regions., rrow idlitary Region (i) arnd subeRegion (SR) level, e oxrgeniza-

tional structure exteids tnro\:,h provinces, districts, s.eeicl zenes, villoges
and hanlets. J[lthough VC Frovinces, Districts urd & :eciil Zones have often
differed from GV politicel znd geogriphic sau-uivi.»ion-,, there heve ben .
" recont indicstions ti t tho Cowwnists are beginrdng: to sidft erpenis: tiorel

e boundrries to coincide with GVi. bounderies, possibly to freilitc te the hoped-
for trensition to a coclition povernment, as outlined in GuoVi Resolution ;9.
Portions of thrce Sub-iw long tre included in the lst Infuniry Divicion
TiCI: 8Si-1l, S.-4 and 5a=5. <dhese Sub-dejlons, vlory with the ofther Sub-
Negions surrourding &.1 ,on, vere estublished in lute 1987, prior to the 1988

;gg 00,7; vr ‘CUNHDE,N"AL : ggg_cvrfr. HANDLING REQUIRED
Inclosure 7/ DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR PMTERVALS;  naToiara > CoE TO FOREIGN
7 " DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. N7/
DOD DIR 5200.10 ,
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TET Conr nist Offensive. SRs 1 and 5 are theoretically subordincted to iR~4
(or T-4) (in proctice, they are directly subordinate te COSViI), &nd SR-4 is
guborc .t - se to MR=7 (or T=7). T-4 and T=7 serve as intermediate command and
control links between the S8Rs and COSVil, with T-7 considerably mcre active

than T-4.
b. Main Force Elements in Area of Operations:

{1) - Dong lai Regiment: During August 1968, the Dong hkei Regiment (DMR)
was held neer Highway 301 with a total strength of £00-1CC0. Eictensive 34
Brigade operations in thzt ares forced some Dill elements as far north as Chon
Thznh (vic XT765620) end reduced total strength to about 500. Critiecal food
shortages &nd increcsing isolation from the local populace, brought sbout by
expanding GVii control end extensive Allied interdiction of routes of movement,
coupromised the Regiment's ability to fight as & unit. A letter written in
December 1969 by the regimental politieal ofTlicer, after he hud inspected sub-
ordinate units oxpressed shock at the personnel and supply shortages and the
low slate of morale, cnd concluded that elements of the DIR were capcble of
oper:bing as locel force units only.

(2) 101st Regiment: The 10lst Regiment was located in the Trapezoid/
Michelin areas until October 1969. At thet time Allied operations so adverse-
ly affccted food supply and movement thut elements of the Hegiment were forced
to displace to the east and north of the kichelin Rubber Plantztion. Ilumerous
P, ralliers and captured documents indieated that the Reriment weos on the
verge of widesprerd starvation and unible to move tueticully because of 2llied
oper.tions. The lst end 3d Brigudes pursued the northward movenent of the
Regiment, inflicting heavy casualtiecs and disrupting rear erea operitions be-
tween Minh Thanh (vic Zi626661) and the lidchelin., As a result, during Decem~
ber 1969 and January 1970, major elcments of the 101st Repimont moved further
north across the Saigon River into Var Zone "C "

' ¢. Commnnd and Control: Tradltionally, enemy offensive operations with-
in the TA0I hcve been meticulously placned and rehearsed prior to execcution.
However, the lack of offensive activity on the part of the oremy since Sep-
tember appears to have been the product of 2 deliberate decision to disperse
into small groups, with emphasis on survival, pending & change in his situa-
tion. The rosulting decentralization of command and control, clong with the
pressure of Allied operations has forced enemy commanders to give grezter
leeway to subordinates in choosing courses of action, porticulerly in the
selection of times and places in whlch to conduct minor herassing wetivity.
The movement of major units scems to be controlled directly by COSVi. Al-
though some planning flexibility appears to be availecble tr enety ficld com=
manders &t regimental level, oper. tions continue to remain inflexible once
underway. Veriance from agreed-upon atteck plaons generally resulis in con-
fusion and disorder.

d. Strategy and Tactics: Enemy strategy within the lst Infortry Divis-
ion T/i0I uppears to consist of conducting & holding action for the purpose of
mainteining his politicel and millitery presence. inemy tactica include stend-
off attacks (with mortars cnd/or rockots), enti-aireruft fire and mine werfure;

2 .
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" selected terrorism, propaganda and proselytizing activitles; infrequent at-
tempts to interdict lines of communication (LOC) through embushes, and ground
probee against Allied inatallations. The enemy's capability to corduct
sustained combat operatlons is non-existent.

e. Armament: The enemy has nq unusual weapons or munitions and carefully
conserves his meager supply. He has full range of conventional small arms,
grenades and mortars. A varied selection of manufuctured and jmprovised mines
and boobytraps, to include command-detonated mlnes and devices captured from
Alied forces, have been used. The 107mm and 122mm rocket has been used exten-
sively in standoff attacks by main force artillery units. Specisl anti-aircraft
weapons have not been employed by enemy forces in the lst Infantry Division TACI,
although on occasion small erms fire is directed against aireraft throughout the

. area. Ome of his most versatile weapons is the rocket-propelled grenade (RPG)-

launcher, commonly designated as the RPG-2 or RPG-7, firing either the B4D
(RPG-2) or B4l (RPG-7) rocket grenade. RPGs are used as antd-personnel and anti-

- wehleular weapons, as well as against hard installstions.

£, Llogistica: Innovative interdiction of enemy supply lines has seriously

affected enemy resupply, and in many cases, rendered resupply completely inef.

fective. Enemy uniis have been cut off from local supply sources amd have been
forced to relocats in order to obtain bedly needed rations. Virtually all enemy
urits have been forced to devote major efforts each day to food resupply. Inten-
sive rice denial operations, conducted by Allied military and police forces in
the TAOI during the rice harvest season (from mid-November 1969 to early February
1970), successfully denied the enemy the opportunity to refill his empty rice
cachea. This was attested to by numerous prisoners of war, Hoi Chanhs and cap-
tured documents. A shortage of munitions has limited the ensiny's ability to .
conduct harassing standoff attacks by rockets and mortars within the TAOI. The
most successful blow dealt to the enemy logistics system was the intensive inter-
diction of his supply lines along and across the Saigon River Corridor into tra-
ditional enemy controlled areas in the Michelin, Trapezoid and Iron Triasngle.
This cooperative effort was conducted by US and Vietnamese ground and Riverine
forces; supported by 1st Infantry Division Night Hawk aireraft. The only sig-
nificant logistic trend within the 1st Infantry Division TAOI has been the
en:my's need to employ combat personnel in reaupply and transport tasks, due

to ths inability of COSVN Rear Service Groups to provide adequate ‘support.

Theze resupply parties, in turn, have been subjected %o intensive arcund-the-
olock harassment and interdiction. A vast drop in both the morale and effec-

tiveness of enamy combat units has been the end result.

8. Transportation: The enemy moves his supplies by the most cxzpedient
means avallable: foot, blcycles, sampans, oxcarts or wheeled vehicle., With
increased Allied interdiction of traditional enmemy supply routes and improved
Allied control of major 10G's, the enemy has been forced to move supplies by
foot on secondary trails and cross-country. Resupply parties tend to be smsll,
10 men or less, moving at dusk or at night,

h, Communicatiora: Communications continues to be a major enemy weakness
forcing him to decentralize command and control. He relies heavily on couriers
under the supervision of commo-liaison sections. Enémy elements within the
TAOI identifled as using radlos are the Sub-Region headquarters, regimental

3
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headquarters and scattered specialized units. Wire is rarely used. Except for
major headquarters, a ccurier system composed of runners is the primary means °
of “communication. Allied interdiction of kmown and suspected commo-liaison
routes and stations has resulted in decreased effectiveness of this means cf
commnications, as evidenced by captured documents from commo-liaison channels.
‘Boemy communlcations intelligence, on the other hand, is excellent. In Detem-
ber 1969, lst Infantry Divis)c.: elements captured an SR-1 radio intercept
section sntact, which had been .uccessfully intercepting US and Allied radio
messages. The personnel of this unit were well trained in interception tech~
niques, fluent in BEnglish and adept at breaking simple Allied tactical codes.

i. Intelligence and Counterintelligence Organization - Activity and Capa-

bility (to include methods of operation): The military intelligence arm of

. S8R=1, SR~-4 and SR~5 extends down to village and hamlet level. The chain of
control consists of a flow of directlves from the top down and a flow of infor-
mation reports from the bottom up. The intelligence organization includes
reconnalssance, radio intercept and document translation elements, in addition
to a series of wide ranging intelligence collection neta empleying ageats. The
Security Section of the Sub-Region political staff ias responsible for counter-
intelligence. The identification and neutralization of "counter-revolutionarica®
and pro~GVN informants comprise the enemy counterintelligence mission.

J. Psychological Aspects: No Comment.
3. (CNF) Local Government Stebility Actions.
a. International Relatlonships: No comment.
b. Government Organization: No comment,
¢, Forces:

(1) Military Porces: The TAOI of the lst Infantry Division and the 5th
ARVN (Army of the Republic of Vietnam) Division are roughly contiguous. Tra-
ditionslly, the 5th ARVN Division has been based in populated southern Binh
Duong Frovince. However, during the past nine months, the increasing stabil-
ity of the South Vietnamese government has lessened the need for the division
to maintain a defensive posture along the traditional infiltratior routes into
- Saigon. This, coupled with the greatly improved security status of Southern

Binh Dugng Province, has encouraged ARVN to devote more time to offensive vper=
_ ations in remots areas of highest enemy density. To ease this transition, the
_5th ARVIi and 1st Infantry Divisions bave participated together in II Field

Force Vietnam's DOMG TIEN Program since July 1969. - The program's thres major
goals are (1) to increase the quantity and quality of combined and coordinated
joint operations, {2) to materially sdvance the division's three major mis-
sions (support of pacification, improve the effectiveness of US, GVN and ARVN
units, and intensify combat operations), and (3) to significantly increase
the efficiency of critical combat and combat support elements, particularly
Army Aviation assets. The lst Infantry Division has implemented this program
by baving ARVN and US infartry battalions and artillery batteries opereste from
combined fire support beses. Thrcough coopiration and understanding, US and

4
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ARVN commanders have conducted offensive operations against a common enemy in
a common area of operations. Uver a period of eight months, the operational
efficiency of the entlre 5th ARVN Division hes been sharpened by this program.
Recently, 5th ARVN Divﬁsicn Headquerters moved north to Lai Khe Base Comp and
now operstes in ‘the 1lst Infantry Division's former central Tacticel Area of
Responsibility (TAOR).

(a) Tactics:

1. ARVN tactics are essentially no different from our own. The DOKG TIEN
program has remedied y of their wesknesses by encouraging small unlt opera-
tions in remote enemy Preas. As a result, the ability of ARVN small unit lsad-
ers and staffs has improved considerably, The present movement of division

_und regimental readqua&ters away from the populated areas should increase ARVN

flexibility and cause commanders and staffs to focus their attention on enemy
main force wnits. This will also allow Regional and Popular Force (RF/PF)
units to assume more rEsponsibility for the dafernse of populated areas through
small unit operations bgainst the Viet Cong Infrastructure (VCI), local force
units and local guerriﬁles; This trend must be continued and encouraged by
making more combat support and combet service support (especially helicopters)
eveilable to ARVN. For maximum benefit, training in the use of these assets
must also be continued and increased.
|

2, One new amall uni’ tectnique, used by both AKVN and US, is the mechan—
ical ambush (Incl 1). ' The mechanical ambush is a claymore mine or geriss of
mines rigged to be detonated by a tripwi—e., Most impo.tant, it is employ=d as
an offensive weapon. Standard uses include securing the flanks or rear of
manned ambush positions, and covering ereas of likely eremy movement which are
not being ambushed by ground troops. Since October 1969, lst Infantry Division
troops have eliminated a total of 262 enemy by mechanical ambushes.

b. Intelligence: ' ARVN relies op Provincial Reconnaissence Units (PRU),
which are employed like US Long Range Reconnalssance Patrols, to collect tac-
ticel intelligence. The ARVN intelligence production cycle, however, is rela-
tively slow, znd at times the intelligence product lacks immediacy ard also »
timeliness. ARVN relies heavily on other GVI Intelligence agencies or sources
for tactical intelliigence, such as Nstional Police Specisl Branch, Military
Security Service and Allied intelligence agencies. ARVN uses agents for the .
coliection of tactical intelligence; but, inflated source information, poor
evaluztion criteria and weak operatiocnal security in working the agent nets
detract from the reliability of ARVii reports.

| N . ‘
¢, Identity and Adequacy of Counterintelligence Training: ARVN trcops

" are giver security briefings similar to US SAEDA briefings. Most ARVN coune

terintelligence functions are handled by GVN Military Security Service.
|
(2) Para-militery Forces/Police.
(e) Tectics: 1In #he Division's TAOI, RF/PF forces heve steadily increased

‘in number and strengthi PF platoons and iational Police Fleld Force Units

¢ontinue to operete mobile resource control teams and provide local hamlet and

5
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villege security. RF units and national police provide the best sesrch forces
for village seals; PF platoons are not recommended because of their clcse ties
with the local population. The ability of these local forces to gather intel-
ligence and provide on-the-spot analyses of local situ:ztions should not be
underestimated. Under the DOLG TIEN progrem, many US/RF combined operations

~ hive taken a heazvy toll of locel Communist units and VCI. At the same time

these forces have gained experience and developed aggressiveness through field
operations with US units. However, the performance of the 30 odd RF companies
in the Division TAOI is mixed. Continued assistance and encouragement is nec-
essary if their ability to provide local security is to be further improved.

(b) 1Intelligence: The GVN National Police Special Branch operates agent
nets whose value has increased s*sadily. The differences in ZEI (essential
elements of information) levied on para-wilitery and police intelligence source:
from those levied on tactical military units have resulted in a useful exchange
of intelligence information between the lst Infantry Division intelligence
agencles and nationzl police advisors in the TAQI.

. (e) 1Identity and ideguacy of Counterintelligence Training: The Military
Security Service (MSS) is often an effective counterintelligence organization.
The MSS personnel encountered by lst Infantry Divisior counterintelligence
personnel were, on the whole, professional and well trained in counter-subver-
sion, counterespionege and countersabotage techniques. 4n excellent personnel
security program uses the dossier system to maintain records of local civilians.
Mach useful black and grey list informatior was obtained by coordinating with
GVN police and MSS agencies in the TAQOI.

d. Intelligence and Counterintelligence:

(1) Organization, hetivity and Capebility (to Include Methods of Operation)
No comment.

(2) Penetration of Insurgency Forces: Penetration of Cbmmunist/ﬁfA forces
-bas been made by GVN intelligence agencies; however, informstion provided had
only llmited tactical value.

(3) Employment of Civil Populace- The GV. Provincial Heconnaiésénce Units
and Natloral Police Special Branch have made excellent use of casual and paid
informants.

(4) Adequacy to Supply Internal Defense Requirements: Both ARVN and GVN
civilian intelligence agencies are heavily dependent on US counterparts for
financial and logistical support. Good advisor-counterpart relations continue
to be the cornerstcne of success in bilateral intelligence efforts.

(5) Ability and Willingness of Local Government to Protect US Classified
Informetion: Penetration of GVN and ARVN by Communist/I'WA intelligence makes
the release of anything other than immediately exploitable tactical intelli-
gence undesireble. Apparenily, & lack of communicztion among GVN and ARVN
intelligence agencies prevents the full exploitation of black lists by the GVX.

.
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4o (CNF) US Role in Support of lLocal Govermment.

a. US Country Team: No comment.

b. US Military Forces:

(1) Involvement: The 1lst Infantry Division has conducted intensive tac~
tical operations within Binh Duong Province.

(2) Command and Relationship with Government Forces:

(a) Under the DOiG TIEN program, US and ARVN units were not placed OPCON
to one another. Instead, equal units (companies, battalions, batteries, bri-
gades/regiments) were Massociated" with one another in combined arems of oper-
ation ard endeavor. In the absence of command relationships, mutual cooperation
. and coordination wes emphasized. This system permitted ARVN leaders to develop
at their own pace.

(b) Essentially the sams type of relationship was maintained with province
and district RF/PF forces, wiuh emphasis on pacification operations. The advan-
tages of including RF/PF in pacification operations (search and seals and
resource control) were three-fold: first, these forces are better adapted to
certain missions than non-Vietnamese speaking infantry units; second, their
employment freed line troops for other missions; and third, the experience they
received increased their own prestige and ability.

(3) Jocation of US Forces: During the DOMG TIEN program, US and ARVN
forces shared the same area of operatlons and cften shared fire support bases.
In addition, infantry battalions coordinated with local RF/PF units while the
division cavalry squadron was tasked to support a number pf these units in
southern Binh Duong Province {(Incl 2).

(4) Functions Performed at Various Levels: Functionsi performed in sup-
port of GVN were civic action, PSYOP, hamlet/village secuf ty, security for
resource control programs, and combined operations with RF F units and
National Police. Under the DUNG TIEWN progrem there were ¢ombined operations
with ARVN infaniry battalions and artillery batteries, c¢ x inuous coordina-
tion/liaison between regimental end division commanders and staffs, and formal
training conducted for ARVN on technical subjects:

(a) Civic Action: The 1st Infantry Division Civic Action program stressed
economic and sociological projects which contributed to the general health,
education and welfare of the local Vietnamese population., Civie action projects
were supported by the military skills, equipment and resources of the division
in cooperation with civilian authoritles. In all cases, the principles of self-
help were followed and found to be sound.

(b) PoYUP: 4erisl PSYUP proved most effective when employed in the quick
reaction role, in support of troops in contact, or for immediate exploitation
of ralliers. One successful technique was the Mearly word broadcast,” which
consisted of & rallier on the ground talking into a rudio for retransmission

7
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.over sn aerial loudspeaker system. Another new téchnique was the use of
"relly rags,” Chieu Hol messages on pisces of white cloth were dissemin-
ated in areas of known enemy activity, with instructions to use the white
cloth es a rally flag. Ground PSYOP broadcests wers conducted in populated
areas using GVN support and themes, such as the Volunteer Informant Pro-
gram and "Support Pacification." One new concept was & series of rallles
centered around TET Holiday end Redeployment themes. The Province Viet-
nemese .Information Service (VIS) planned and directed the rallies, while
the division contributed gifts and a MEDCAP Team. The redeployment of the
division was portrayed as a major step in the defeat of the Viet Cong and
the growth of ARVN capabilities.

(¢) Training: The 1st Infantry Division's mobile treining team con-
tinued to present formal instruction at the 5th ARVYN Division NCO Academy.
Periodically, ARVN commanders and LCO gchool graduates joined 1st Infantry
Division units for one-week OJT periods. More extensive OJT progrems included
radar operation/maintenance instruction, classes on artillery procedures and
techniques, helicopter loading instruetion, trouble~shooting repair classes
for signal and vehicular equipment, and medical instruction. In addition,
all division staff sections supported the DONG TIEN program through visits
with counterpart staffs of the 5th ARVN Division to discuss mitual problems
and provide assistance where necassary.

(d) Combined Operations: From July 1969 to March 1970, each infantry
battelion of the 7th and 8th ARVN Regimeats, and two artillery batteries of
the 51st ARVN artillery, participated in LONG TIEN combined operations for
periods of two to four months., US and ARVN infantry bettalions and artillery
batteries shared areas of operation, fire support bases and tactical oper-
ations centers. Combined operations included ground reconnaissance and
night ambush operations in areas of high enemy density, aerial assaults and
resupply, use of air and artillery support, and pacification security. To
encourage decentralization of operations, US units mude air and fire support
available to ARVN commanders; for the same pu pose, dual US/ARVN company
operations were encouraged. As a result of combined operations, ARVN small
unit leaders and staffs became more proficient in tactical operations and
the use of support assets.

(5) Effectiveness of US kiilitary Support: Measured by operational
activity and results, the 5th ARVN Division benefited significantly from
the DONG TIeN program. Best resilts were achieved when US and ARVN infantry
battalions were co-located at fire support bases for more than two months.

(6) Areas of Inadequacy: Though much improved, ~RVii units still lack
& depth of leadership at all levels. Continued emphasis on delegating
authority and obtaining experience through "doing"™ is needed. Limited combat
support assets force ARV to depend on U5 support for operations against
remote base sreas snd infiltration routes.

(7) Logistical Support: while ARVi. use of logistical assets is often
irefficient, they are improving through experience. There is a nced for
helicopters to support .RVE resupply operstions.

8

CONFIiDERTIAL




‘CONFIDENTIAL

(8) Intelligence: A daily lisison program between the division G2 Section
and all GVN agencies in the TA0I was mutually productive. The G2 cournter-
intelligence sectlon provided a permanent liaison officer to Binh Duong
Province, who rendered daily VCI neutralization reports to the G2 Section.

He als0 passed intelligence informstion from division sourcss to GVN agencles.
The 18t Infaatry Division conducted an effective agent intelligense collection
effort. Pald agents from three independent unilateral nete operated by the
counterinteliigence section provided approximately 200 intelligence informa-
tion reports each month. This effort resulted in an occasional combat
response by maneuver elements of the division and, through the ljaison program
with GVN, the identification end eventusl neutralization of several district
level VCI cadre.

(9) US Operations: Since iugust 1969, several new combat techniques
wore developed and older ones refined. Ome such technique, the "mechanical
ambush,” has already been cited.

(a) Target Destruction Section (IDS) (Incl 3): Located in the Division
Tacticael Operations Center (DTOC), the TDS was a new organization drawn from
resources of the Division Artillery S2, the Division Fire Support Element
(FSE), the Military Intelligence Detachment and the Sensor Platoon. The Section
received all intelligence reports coming into the DI0C, and maintained
commurications with divlsion radar teams and all sensor monitoring stations
servicing the division TA0I, In addition, the TDS commumicated with all
artillery units in and adjacent to the T40I through the facilities of the
FSE. In operation, the TDS received and snalyzed intelligence, determined
possible targets, and assisted the G3 Operations Officer in recommending
appropriate responses. This permitted quicker response to fleeting targets
and a more efficient use of division assets.

(b) Night Hawk: One of the most effective division night assets and
the one recommended most frequently by the TDS was Night Hawk. The Kight
Hawk force consisted of three hight Hawk helicopters (UH1H, each equiped with
TvS-4 Starlight scopes, two Sheridan searchlights, and 4wo mini-guns), two
4H4G/UH1C gunships and one UH1H slick. iight Hawk teams consisted of one
liight Hawk aircraft and one gunship or slick used as a chase ship.

(¢) Shotgun Technique of Area Saturstion (Incl 4): The "Bhotgun® small
undt ambush technique was developed to trap elusive groups of enemy by
saturating a given area with small ambush patrols (AP). Shotgun operations
were implemented by splitting an infantry company into six-man ambush teams,
successively air assaulting them into separate locations, and organizing them
into 2 network of day snd night AP's., This allowed the compeny to cover more
area and increased its chances of making contact. These techniques proved
especially successful in interdicting smell groups of enemy attempting to
obtain food and supplies from local hamlets by night.

(d) Aerial Assault Ambush Flights (Incl 5): Nicknamed the "Triple A"
Flight, this was snother tactic for trepping elusive enemy elements. Essential-
ly, smzll ambushes are air assaulted around & suspected base camp area and
positioned on likely avenues of approach and exit. /ir strikes snd artillery
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10T are then directed at the target's center and followed by the insertion
of a company (-) "stirring force." The stirring force rapidly sweeps the
immediste area, reconning by fire. The perineter ambushes engage zny enemy
attempting vo leave the area, and remzin in position overnight to trep enemy
observers returnirg to investigate the activity in the center (2 veristion
1s to put a mechanized force in the area to act as a "stirring force.").

(10) Resource Control Operations: One significant combined operstion g
wes the rice denisl progrem implemented in Tri Tem District November 1969
through February 1970. Security for operation fltzlsl consigted of eight
ARVN @ud two US infantry compsnies (at the time the parent battzlions were
co-locited at FSt KInh, vic xT519418, under the LDui.G TILM program), with
other fsorces beiny available if needed. Extensive ground reconnaissance
end ambush operetinons were executed in the vicinity of the rice fields.
Mreraft with night surveillince devices were employed during the hours of
darkness to prevent enemy forces from hervesting rice at night. The concept
of the operation and subsequent instructlons from province and district
officizls permitted thie hervesting of rice from 0800 to 1700 hours deily.
All rice cut during ths dey had to be removed from the fields or destroyed.
The rice was taken to a rice Control Collection and Storage Point (CUSPy
to be dried, measured and bagged. Each family wus permitted to keep enough
rice at the UUSP for one week with no more than 5 kg of rice allowed in the
house at one time, Rice in excess of the weekly ration was trucked to the
district warehouse in Dau Tieng to be kept for the frmily's use or sold.
This method of operation insured that no rice was avsilsble for the enemy
to buy, steal or otherwise obtain. It is estimated thet epproximetely 654
tons of rice were harvested with only 1.1 tons being lost to enemy forces.
The district 1s still not self-supporting, and has to import rice from other
ereas each year; however, it 1s anticipzted thet the need for rice will be
less then in pest yeors due to the success of the rice denial oper:tions
and the close controls exercised over the possession cnd sterage of rice.

5. (U) Third country support of local government: N/A.
6. (C) Lessons Leerned.
a. hreas needing continued emphasis are:
(1) Combet and combet service support of ARVL.
(2) Combined UO1G TIEl-type operations with wesk ARVE and RF/PF units.

(3) Expended GVE civic cctioh and sccurity progrims, especi:lily in the
northern Saigon River willages in Tri Tum District.

(4) 1Intensive small unit operctions to prevent the enemy rebuilding his
Jogistical system.

be Recommendations:

(1) Thet systematic resource control, especi:1lly rice denizl, oper:tions
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be implemented with GVi' and ARV assistonce to increase commerce end deny
the enemy needed foodstuffs. Rice denizl programs must be well thought out,
well orgenized, :nd thorouzhly coordinated at least two nonths prior to the
harvest. .

(2) That the combat technijues noted ir Inclosures 1-5 be employed
against elusive enemy forces seeking to zvoid major engagenents.

5 Inclosures selse WILLOY
1. kech Ambush _ kHajor Generzl,
2. Cav/RF Ops Commanding

3. 7S ‘

4+ Shotgun Technique

5. Alr Assault Ambush

11
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SUBJECT: Automatic Hechanical Ambush ORLL

1. GENERAL CONCEPT OF EMPLOYMENT: In e |

anbushes are positioned on trai's and/or in

that cannot be covered entirely by conventiional ambushes.
1 a~bush by increasing the coverage
is als¢ used to secure the flank or

rechanical ambush compliments a conventiona
of a selected area. The mechanical ambush
rear of a conventlonal ambush position,

2. DEVICES USED: The devices used are all
eacily fabnlcated,

a, Th ' components of the ambush are!
(1) one or more clayiore mines,

(2). powser source.

(3) triggering device. !
(4) demolition coxd, |
|

b.
|

(1) ciq&hes pin. !

(2) rat trap.

(3) sliding wire. ;

et Infantry Uivision, mechanical
areas’ of suspected eneny activity
In this way, the

in the supply systen or can be

Three types of trisgering devices are used in the 1at Inf Div,

Advantéges. disadvantages set up procedures and sketches of these devices

‘are at Incleosures 1 thru 4,

3'
along enemy tralls,
along a trall,
should be left between the two trip wires,!

TECHNIQUES 'OR EMPLOYMERT: a,

Direction of enemy
novenent

Wity e

Mechanical ambushes are usually employed
The claymores can be placed in trees or in daisy chains
When two daisy chains are e~ployed, a gap of \10-15 -eters

Direction of
enemy movement -

VC moving in elther direction will then be in one ofi the two kill sonee when the

point man activates the daisy chais,

1 t
Incl 1 | 2 ;

.
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SUBJECT: Automatic Mechanical Ambush ORLL

b. Mechanical ambushes are usually positioned in the afternmoon or evening
by a patrol that will be ambushing within one kilometer of the mechanical
ambush, Another method is to insert a petrol from the Aerorifle platoon to
position one or more mechanical ambushes and then be extracted, The same patrol
returns the next morning to check the kill sone and retrieve the ambushes if

necesseary.

4. SAFETY: The -echanical ambush power source (PRC-25 batteries or BA-200)
eghould be contirolled by the positioning patrol leader., The patrol leader

.8should place the power source on a flank of the claymore(s) with a distance
between power source and claymore(s) that exceeds the maximum range of the
ctayncre. The patrol leader shouldjnot wire the claymore wire to the wire termi-
aais until he has made sure that all of his men are beyond the naximum range

of the claymora(a). The patrol leader who retrieves the mechanical ambush ehould
be the same patrol leader who positioned 1t. (See In¢losures 2, 3 and 4),

5. METHODS OF OBSERVATION AND HONITORING: Generally the mechanical ambughes

are monitored by sound., When a position detonates in daylight a patrol checks
the results as soon ag practical, If the position detonates at night a patrol
checks the results at firat light. If available, a helicopter is used to check
the area prior to arrival of the patrol, Trip flares have been nade an integral
part of the mechanical ambush and serve to give visual notification of activation,

6, COMBAT EXAMPLES: a., If a mechanical ambush pogition is not covered by
indirect fire the enemy will nomally remove thelr dead fron the kill sone,
K111 zones which do not have indirect fire placed on them following the deton-
tion of claymore(s), frequently will yleld blood trails only. On occaeion,
hand grenades and M-79s have been used to keep the enemy from recovering their
dead from the kill zone, The kill zone search should be far reaching. In
several instances wouhded enemy have been found several hundred meters from

the kill sone.
b. The results of lst Iaf Div mechanical ambushes are:

Total Killed Killed by . % Killed by
in Div TAOR Mech AP'y Mech AP'a
Oct 69 375 12 J
l.ov 69 363 _ 3 ' 9
Dec 69 376 62 16.5
1-27 Jan 282 43 15

The number of enemy dead found in the kill sone has usually bdeen one or two,

7. COUNTER liASUTES: The enemy normally disassembles a mechanical ambush if
they discover one. They may, however, booby trap it or estadblish their own
ambush 1n the near vicinity, to inflict casualties on the recovery patrol.

13
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The patrol recovering mschanlical ambushes should assume that the mechanical
anbushes have been discovered. The move to the area of the smbushes should
be secure and cautious. Further, the recovery team should search carefully
for trip wires or any other booby trap indicators as they approach the source
of power, disconnect the claymore wires and recover the claymores., Addi-
tionally, mechanical ambushes may dbe booby trapped to prevent the enemy from
tampering with thenm,’

8. All elements of the mechanical ambushes must be canouflaged for maximum
effectiveness, White Detcord is difficult to caxouflage and requires exira
effort; the camouflage sleeve issued witk fragma cord works well.

5 Incl

1. Mech Ambush Uaing
Rat Trap Ambush

2, Mech Anbush Using
$11ding Vire Device

3. #ech Ambush Using
Clothes Pin Firing Device

4, M-16 Cartridge Clip
Firing Device

5, Power Sources .
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SUBJECT: Steps to be Followed in Setting Up and Recoving the Mechanical
Ambush Using the Fat Trap Device

1. SEITING UP:

Step #1: . Position the rat trap taking advantage of natural camouflage and
.making sure the trip wire will.work properly,

Step #2: Install trip wire. One man will arm the trap and hold the action
while another adjusts the wire acrvss the trail,

Step #3: Run the battery end of the claymore wire back to the pcsition

the battery will be located. Leave the ends of the wire twisted together.
DO NOT UORNECT THE BATTERY AT THIS TIME,

Step #41 Positlon the claymore insuring that it 1s sighted and camouflaged.

Step #5¢ Before fusing the claymore inspect the camouflage in the area of
the trap, the claymore wire io the claymors and the claymore itself, If all
1s. satisfactory THEN fuse the claymore.

Step #6: Move back to the battery end of the claymore wire. If the power
sourc? is a BA-200 battery wire directly to the terminals, If a PRC-25 bat-
tery is used expose the wires and hook directly to thenm.

Step #71 Placs battery in plastic bag and camouflage the position.

2, RECOVFRING, |

. Step A1+ After carefully 1népect1ng the area around the battery the wires
should be removed from the battery amd twisted together., ALWAYS UNHOOK THE
BATTERY AS THE FIRST STEP,

Step #2:1 Move forward and carefully inspect the area around the claymozv
and then defuse it, Put the claymore in its carrier. Leave the blasting cap

in place, '
Step #31 Release the tension on the trap.
Step #: Take the trip wire down,
Step #5:1 Retrieve the trap.

Step #61 Pick up the claymore wire.

Incl 1 to Incl 1 15 -




AVDB-T-T
SUBJECT: Steps to be Followed in Setting up and Recovéring the Mechanical
Anbush Using the Rat Trap Device '

3. ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS: a, When connecting the claymore wire to.the
battery the individual should have an obstacle between himself and the clay-
more, If this 1s not possible then the Prone position should be assumed prior
to making the connection. . )

b, The power source ends of the claymore wire should be twisted togetner
to short the wire until such time as the cornection with the power source is
made, Tnis will prevent static electricity from setting the claymore off pre-

maturely,

c. Proper camouflage techniques must be followed in order to prevent
detection by the enemy. This applies to all parts of the device.

d. An extremely accurate map'location and: sketch must be made as well
as noting any landmarks in the area which will help locate the area.

é. The direction the claymore is pointing must be determined, (Use a
compass), _

f. A route out of the area and back into the area should bde pfedetermined.
8. The team which installs the machanical ambush should take it down,
4. IT IS IMPETATIVE THAT PROPER SEQUENCE AND FROCEUDRE ARE ALWAYS USED.
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Tab A to Incl 1 Firing Device Fype A (Rat Trap Device)
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SUBJECTs Steps to be Followd in Settirg Qp;and Secoverinig the MNechanical -
Ambush Using the Sliding Wire Firing Device

1, SETTING UP:

Step #11 Select spot and put in anchor stake making sure the wire is facing
. the right way and there is as much natural camouflage aes possible for the device.

Step #2: Set a small stick in trip wire end of sliding wire device. Make
sure the wire loops have about two inches of‘qverlap.

Step #31 Anchor the trip wire across trail,
Step #+: Run the battery snd of the claymore wire back to the point where

the battery will be located. Leave the wires twisted together., DO NOT CONNECT
THE BATTERY AT THIS TIME,

Step #5: Position the claymore insuring that it is sighted and camouflaged.

Step #6: Before fusing the claymore inspect the camouflnge on the staks,
claymore wire to the claymore,: and the claymore itself. If all 1s satisfactory
" THEN fuse the claynmore. :

Step #7: Move back to the battery end of the claymore wire, If the power
source is a BA-200 battery wire directly to the terminals, If a PRC-25 battery
iz used expose the wirez and hook dZ.cectly to the terminals, If a FRC-25 bat-
tery is used, exposa the wires and hook directly to them,

Step #8:1 Place battery in plastic bag and camouflage the position.

2., RECOVERING:

Step M1 After carefully inspecting the area around the baitery the wires
should be removed from the battery and twisted together., ALWAYS UNHOCK THE
BATTERY AS THE FIRST STEP.

N Step #2 Move forward and carefully inspect the area around the claymore
and then defuse it, Put the claymore in its carrier. Leave the blasting cap
in place.

Step #31 Take the trip wire down,

Step M1 HRetrleve the sliding wire device.

Step #51 Pick up the claymors wire,

Incl 2 to Incl 1 18
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SUBJECT: Steps to be Followed in Setting Up and Recovering the Mechanical
Ambush Using the Sliding Wire Firing Device

3. ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS:

a. When connecting the claymore wire to the battery the individual should
have an obstacle betwesn himself and the claymore, If this 1= not pomsible
then the prone position should be assumed prior to making the connection.

b. The power source ends of the claymore wire ghould be twisted together
to' ghort the wire until such time as the connection with the power source is
made., This will prevent static electricity from setting t L] claymore off pre-
maturely, .

¢, Proper camouflsge techniques must be followed in order to prevent
detectlon by the enemy. This applies to all parts of the device.

d. An extrsmely accurate map location and' sketch must be made as well
as noting any landmarks in the arsa which will help locate the device,

e, The direction the claymore is pointing must be determined. (Use a
compaes),

f. A route out of the area and back into the area should be pre-determined,
. N
g€. The team which installe the mechanical ambush should take 1t down,
4, IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT PROPER SEQUENCE AND PROCEDURE.ARE ALWAYS USED,
' i

"
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Tab A to Incl 2 Firing Device Type B (S1iding Wire Devies)

Claymore wire

Ve —

Holled tape

Claymore
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SUBJECT: Steps to be Followed in Setting Up and Recovering the Mechanical
: Anbush Using the Clothes Pin Firing Device ,

.1, SETTING UP:

Step #11- Select spot and put in anchor stake making sure the clothes
pin 18 facing the right way and there is as much natural camouflage as pos-
#ible for the stake,

Step #2¢ Install trip wire, . This consists of installing spacer and
anchoring the trip wire across trall.

Step #3:t Run the battery end of the claymore: wire back to the point
where the battery will be located. Leave the: wires twisted together. DO
NOT CONNECT THE BATTERY AT THIS TIME,

Step #At Position the claymore insuring that: it is sighted and camouflaged.

Step #5: Before fusing the claymore inspect the camouflage on the staks,
claymore wire to the claymore, end the claymore itself. If all ie satisfactory
THEN fuse the claymoro.

Step #6: Move back to the battery end of the claymore wire. If the power

source 18 a BA-200 battery wire directly to the terminals. If a FRC-25
battery is used expose the wirss and hook directly to them,

Step #M Place battery in plastic bag and camouflage the position.
2, RECOVERING:

Step #11  After carefully inspecting the area around the battery the
wires: should be removed from the battery and twisted together. ALWAYS UNHOQK
THE BATTERY AS THE FIRST. STEP,

Step #2: Move furward and carefully inspect the area around the claymore
and then defuse it, Put the claymore in its carrier. Leave the blasting cap

in place,: s
Step #3: Take the trip wire dolm..
St?p #:1 Retrieve the stake,

Step #5: Pick up the claymore wire,

3. ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS: &. When connecting the claymore wire to the
battery the individual should have an obstacle between himself and the clay-
mors, If this 1s not possible then the prone position should be assumed prior
to making the connection.

Incl 3 to Incl 1 21




AVDB-T-T
SUBJECT: Steps to be Followed in Setting Up and Recovering the Mechanical
Ambush Using the Clothes Pin Firing Device

b, When installing the spacer between the.contacts of the clothes pin
care should be taken to put the spacer in far enough to prevent the wind from
di=lodging it, but not eso far that the trip wire wauld make the connection
between the contacts, It would be best to cover the trip wire at the spacer
with tape.

c. The power source ends of the claymore wire should be twisted together
to short the wire: until such time as the connection with the power source 1is
made, This will prevent static electricity from setting the claymore off
prematursly.

d. Proper camouflage techniques must be followed in order to prevent
detection by the enemy. This applies to all parts of the device,

. An extremely accurate map location and sketch must be nade as well
as noting any landmarks in the area which will help locate the device,

f. The direction:the claymore is pointingi must be determined (use a
compess),

€. A route out of the area and back into the ares should be predetesrmined.
"'h. The team which installs the mechsnical ambush should take it down.
4, IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT PROPER SEQUENCE AND PROCEDURE IS ALWAYS USED.
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Tab A to Incl 3 Firing Device Type c (Clothoa PL\'I)

Power Source

- Log Bern

Clothes Pin

feat

k__-—-- 10 to 15 feet — ’1

Eneny Movement

'/‘/ Claymore '1 ﬁ”

Stake with Clothu in
300 to 3000 meters

Power Source

np—

™

Claymore wire

Metal Contact “UL mmem Clothes Pin

Trip wire
Piece of

Plastic Spoon lMetal
Contact

Claymore wire
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SUBJECT: Firing Device Fabricated from M-16 Cartridge Clips

1, Advantagest: All nmateriale available in field except rubber bands, Light
weight, easy to fabricate, sinmple,

/,

2, Disadvantagust The space between contacts 1s small. A spark could bridge
the gap in wet wsather, Hes not been used during rainy season,

3. ‘Hnteriala used in M-16 Cartridge Clip Device!
a, 2 M-16 cartridge clips, |
b. 1 small stick.
c. 1 tripwire,
d. 1 non-corductive spacer.
e, 1 battery.
f. 1 olnyioro xirs,

g, 1 M-18A1 claymore,

Incl 4 to Incl 1 24




Tab A to Incl 4

Claymore wire

Trip Wire -

M-16
Cartridge
Ciip

25
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& Rubber land -

Saall Stick

J Clay:ore wire

Plece of rlastic Spoon




AVDB-T-T

SUBJECT: Power Sources

1, It is recommsnded that a BA-200C battery be used instead of a PRC-25
battery becauss pomitive contact is guaranteed. Wires plugged into a

_ FRC-25 battery may not make contact, . If the trip wire iz then pulled

and not detected the recovery team may set off the device while disarming
it. Thie is done by extracting the wires and making contact as they are
extracted,

2, The BA-200 has wire terminals exposed amd positive connection can be
suamtaed.

3. Either power source can be ueathor proofed 'by puttin-; it in & plastic
bag or ammo box, .
4, 1if a PRC-25 battery is used it should be broken open.to cxpase the wi
and then the commectidon made.

Incl 5 to Incl 1 26




CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters, lst Infantry Division
APO 96345

AVDB-T-MHD i 4 November 1969

SUBJ3CTs After ..ction Interview Report: Combined US Armor/RF Infanixy
Operations Against Local VC forcea (U)

S5% DISTRIBUTION

1. (U) Tnolosed is ifter dctien Interview Reports Combined US Armor/ﬁF
Infantry Operations Against Local VC Forces (U).

2. (U) This report covers the operations of the 1-4 Cav and the 749th
RPF Company ‘against the VC C65 Local Force Comp&ny. The careful planning
and detailed coordination needed to insure the success of the effort are
covered in depth. Commanders initiating similar operations will find
useful zuidelines ocutlined in Inclosure 5 to basic report.

. U) Distribution will d de th hout II ?77V, The importance of
zuch(ogerationa is 1ncre£sin§ Egdethergg§uggle experlences gagnezagy the
18t JInfantry Division will hcpefully assist others planning similar en-

deavors.

FOR THE COMILANIEERS

1 Incl
as

DISTRIBUTION

1 - COMUSMACY, ..T'N: J3

- CG, U3ARV, iTTNs G3

- 0%, II ?FV, .TTN: G3
CG, 1at \ir Cav v, ATIN: G3
CG, 25th Inf Div, iTTN: G3
G, CHAC, .TuMs &3

199th LIB, ATTNs G3

oG, RT.AVP, .\TTN: 03

CG, ATP, .TTNs G3

€O, 11th .\CR, ATIW: 83

CQ, 3xrd Bde, 9th Inf v, ATTNs: S3

LINE I NP B BN O I}
8

- d ol bt G d dd wd b

a1 Regraded unclassified when separated
Incl 2 from classified inclosure.
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CONFIDEMTIAL
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
17th Military History Detachment
1st Infantry Division
AVDB-T-MHD APO 96345 26 October 1969

SUBJECT: Combat After Acticn Interview Report: Combined US Armor/RF
Infantry Operations Againgt Local VC Forces (U)

Commanding Gereral
15t Infantry Division
a

APO 96345

1. (C) Background: a. Prior to September 1969, the Division Armored
Cavalry Squadron, the 1-4 Cav, had been under the operational control
of one or more of the Division's three Infantry Brigades. . However, on
21 Sep 69, the 1-4 Cav was placed under®the direct control of the Div-
- 1sien Headquarters. The Squadron's D Troop, an air cavalry troop com-
prised of an Aero Rifle Platoon and helicopter gunships would contimue
to operates as a separate divisional unit from Phu Loi, bese camp of the
1st Aviation Nettalion. However, the 1-4 Cev HQ cnd the three cavalry
troops would now operzte as a unit from field CP locetions. Their rear
facilities would remsin at Lai Khe base camp, -

b. The presence of mechonized infontry companies operating northeast
and northves® of 1ai Khe, allowed the 1-4 Cav to direct jts attention o
south. Utilizing the roed network south of Lei Khe, it would act as =
quick reection force able to reinforce US or ARVN infentry contacts, or
initiate rapidly executed operctions egeinst elusive VC units through
its own mobility and firepower. Graduslly it would expend its area of
operctlons and increase its efforts to neutrclize all VC elements in
the Division's southern AO. Coordination with the 2d US Bde, the 8th
ARVN Regt, the 5th ARVN Div, and Binh Duong Province would be continuous.

2. (C) gsitustion: a. The basic mlssion of the Squedron wog to cenduct
grounl reconncissance, night pctrols and convoy security operations from -
the" BSn Cat area (XT7433) to the Song Be Bridge (XT920430). However, its T
area of interest encompcssed Laj Khe Base Camp to the north and extended

23 km south to Phu Cuong, the cepital of Binh Duong Province. Despite the
monsoon rcinsg, most of the rocds which interlace the crec arc msscble ‘
to the Squedron's tonks end ACAVs (Lrmored Cevelry hsscult Vehieles or
Armored Fersonnel Carriers); the lighter ACAVs can negotiste most of the -
local terrcin oven in the monsoon season. : '

b. Within thls area are elements of the Dong Nei Regiment and the C62,
€63, cnd C65 Local Force Cumponics. During the past two months, the 749th
Reglonal Forco (RF) Company, the crack reaction and reconnaisscnce tompeny
of Binh Duong Provinece, hcd conducted successful ambush operations In the

tncl 1 to Incl 2 CONFIDENTIAL
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AVDB_(TMED | 26, October 1969
SUBJECT: 4fter Action Interview Report: Combined US fLrmor/RF Infantry
Operetions Against Local VC Forces (U)

* area north of Dinh Hoa Villoge (XT8120). The RF compeny commender, LT Tran
Van fn, hed identified the cmbushed enemy cs members of the C65 Local Force
Company apperently out on locel resupply missions. LT An clso estimated
thet o C65 bese coump wes located two km northeest of the village in o densely
overgrown Rome Plow cut arec. The arsc was known to be heavily boobytrapped
with dud 105 end 155 shells and similer devices. .

" 3. (C) Plonning: a. On 30 Sep 69, the commcnder of the 1-4 Cav, LTC

John T. Murchison Jr., and elements of his stuff visited Binh Duong Province.
officinls ot Phu Cuong and coordineted with LT An, the Province Senior
Advisor, LTIC Fleigh, ond his deputy, Mr. Gardirer Brown. Oncec US assistance
we.a offered, the Province Chief wrcs ecger to lounch an operation against

the suspected base camp with LT in's RF Compeny in support. On 3 Oct 69,

e finel coordinction meeting wos held et Phu Cuong, and the 1-4 Cav com-
mander presented his plan of action. The plen was approved and the fincl
deteils were completed. The operction would take ploce the following day.

b, The Squedron Commender had conducted seversl sericl reconnaissance
flights over the concerned arec. The flights wure spowd over ¢ threee-day
period so thot the envmy would not be warmed by increcsed air cetivity. In
- addition, these VRs conslsted of high 2ltitu da sweeps, 12-15 km long, to
avold the tell-tale orbit over en arec of en impending operction, One quick
low-level reconnaisacnce one kilometer from the bese camp wes necesscry to
.ascertcin exnctly whit creas were passable to the 50-ton tenks and to mea-
sure the helght of the surrounding scrub vegetction. If the scrub growth
was cbove the helght of the fCAVs, the donger from boobytreps would be sub-
stontielly incroesed,  Fortunctely, tho reconnaissance indiceted thet the
ground would hold tanks, and thet the growth was Jugt equal to the height
of the ACAVs, 4 B

4. (C) GConcept of Operation:  a. On the morning & 4 Sop 69, HQ elements
of the 1-4 Cev ond Troops 4 cnd C would move out froa AP sites north cof
Chanh Luu (XT8232), and travel 14 km south clong highiy TL24L, Troop C
would pick up the 79ith RF Company ¢t Bung Dizc (XT809218). /(11 elements
would thon simultaneously swing southeast off the highiy ond asscult the
suspected enemy base ccmp. A stroca and gully line, raletively free of
brush, paralleled the highwny behind the bese camp gpresn, The enemy would
be squeezed hguninst this terrain feature. A hunter-killer tecm would act
ag the initial blocking force east of the base camp. The 3d platoon of B
Troop, positioned 4 km to the scuth on the Phu Cuong By-Fass (XT8216) would
be ready to nmove up the highways on either side of the tzrget area. In
eddition, a forward supply point was esteblished 2t cn LRV outpost locoted
south of Hoa Loi 2 at XT81522, (see mop, Incl 3).

5. (C) Narrotive: co. At approxdmotely 0845, the Tnsk Force moved off

CONFIDENTIAL
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LVDB.MED 26 October 1969
SUBJECT: After Actior Interview Report:  Combined US Armor/RF Infontry
Operctions Lgainst Local VC Ferces (U)

the road on two axls, C Troop, carrying the 794th RF C:, cn tho scuth cnd
4 Troop on the north, Thac suopeeted bese ccnip locetion wos approximately
two km from the road. At e finrl eccrdin: tizn linc, :buut uvne km from
the road, the Task Furcu wrs deployed on line. 7The tenks from each troop
were placed in the center, the ACLVs on the flanks, and the 794th RF Com-
" pany mounted on LCLVS behind the tenks. The crmored vehicles were approx-
imately 10-15 meters apari. As the line advanced through the thick, 7-8
foot high bemboo, brush, end grass to the suspected bese camp location, the
tanks began a stecdy volume of 9Cmm cannister fire to clear the area of
boobytrapa. Grenadiers fired & steady strecm of M79 rounds further in
edvance, to detoncte boobytreps, cnd fix the encmy in place.

b. 4t 0855, A Troop's Jeft flank began to. detancte boobytraps

" end toke small arms fire, indicuting the cnemy bese camp (vie XT829213)
had been found (see Sketch Mop #1, Incl 4). Imsodiately the northern
LiCAVs end the tonks directed heavy connister, M-79, and machine gun fire
on the enemy positions while the RF trocps moved behind the contact ele-
nents, As the units assaulted, the cnemy sttempted to escope to the north.
This development wes noted irmedictely by the squadron cormdner, who was
loceted in the cunter of the csscult line. On his instructions, C Troop
moved quickly behind the cngeged i Troop, positioned itself northecst of
the contact area and effectively blocked the enemy esccpe route (see
sketch map #2), Incl 4). The tesk force, now positioned cround the bulk
of the enemy forces in a semicircule, closed in, swept forwurd and destroyed
the enemy base ccmp.

¢. From 1030 to 1130, the armored vehicles pursued the fleeing cncmy
soldiers cided by hunter-kilier terms, ¢nd the 3d Platoon of B Troop, which
"had been moved up from the south. While C Troop and the RF Compeny pursued
north, & Troop moved through the base camp and continued south. The hunter-
killer tesm cnd the B Troop pletoon blocked all possible withdrawel routes
(see Sketdéh Mcp #3, Incl 4). In the efternoun, the bcttle area wes swept
and reswept, uncovering more holes, tunnels, boobytraps and miscellaneous
supplies, '

d. Initizlly only the Squedron S3, MLJ Willicm R. Wilson, wes providing
geriel support inm ¢ 1isht observotion helicopter (LOH). However, as soon
ts the contact began, the LOH was reinforced by the Division's "Lighthorse"
heliccpter group. At the request of the Squadron Commender, the Lighthorse
comncrder directed hunter-killer tecms to block withdrewcl routes and super-
vise "Dustoff" helicopters to evecuste the wounded, He also provided
the 1-4 Cav with o RSTOFS helicopter and cerizl transport for an IFW Team.
4Ls a result, the PW. were immediztely exploited for tecticel intelligence
and the ccpturcd €65 assistent Flatoon Lecder wans quickly pleced on the
PSYOPS ship to brocdcast personcl Chicu Hol messages to hie comrades in arms.

e. This successful operation took ¢ heavy toll of the C65 Locel Forcc
30
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SUBJECTY After fction Interview Report: Combined US irmor/RF Infontry
J Operations Ageinst Local VC Forces (U)

Compeny. The final results were six encmy dezd, nine enemy PWs, end five
LK-47s, lone 60mm morter, 15x82mm rounds, four RPG-2s, and four RPG-2 rounds
captured. There were three US wounded slightly by RPG cnd boobytrap frog- .
ments. No casuclties werc suffered by the KF troops ond no vehicles were
demeged in the action,

6. (C)| Conclusjon: a. The 1st Inf Div G2, OB Scction hcld the strongth
of the 965 Loczl Force Compeny ct approximetely 32 men, The estiwcted come
peny engeged by the 1-4 Cav Tosk Force wes complotely decimeted with 15
members;of the €65 accounted for. Equclly significont, three FW- were
identified as NVL ccdre, some of the first to be found in "Loczl Force®
units within this speccific area. Confirmntion end further evcluation is
now being undertaken. ' ,

i ‘ .
b. [Besed on herd intclligence, the woll-planned, quickly oxccuted oper-
ation was o complote success. Tho cction agoinst the C65 is only the begin-
ning of ¢ series of 1-4 Cov operations plcnned in conjunction with RF/EF
Forces and designed to clear the southern portion of the Division's 40 of
all enemy clemcnts. .

Te (c): Recommendetion: The successful operction underlined some brovcn
tochniques and pointed out new oncs; a complete summery of rocommendstions
is given in Incl 5. '

1" ' .. ... ’_/\/; ,(

5 Incls | JEFYEY J. CLIRKE
1-Task Force Crganization (u) Ceptain Infentry
2-Sequence of Events () Commanding
3-irec Moplu) : .
4~Tacticel Sketch Mcpséyf) -
5-Recormendations{y)

\

3/
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Inclosure 1

Ost NI 2y,

Qe m. 1‘4 cav
b, 4L Troop, 1-4 Cev
‘es € Troop, l-4 Ccv

d. 794 RF Co (note: tho 794 RP Co wes not "attechod™ but operated in
close coordinction with HQ, 1-4 Cav)

2, Sguadron Comtrol:

e. 3/B/1-4 Cav .
b, HLC Platoon (HQ AC4Vs/Flome Platoon /-/)
c.' Lighthorse elements:

(1) C end € ship

(2) Bunter-Killer Tcan

(3) PSTW@R belicopter

(4) Two truop carrier helicopters

d., Forwerd Supply Point (Flame Throver Unit, em:n:luon resupply for
90mm cannister, 50 caliber, 7.62 cnd M-79)

e. Dcrkborso olements (D Troop, 1-4 Cov): ono Hunter-Killer Team

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
200 B 5200.00
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1207

1700

1215-1515 Swept cnd reswept Lcttle aree

" 1410 Lighthorse cbtoined 1 VC KBL (BC) on sou

Incl 2 to Incl 1 to Incl 2
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Inclosure 2

SEQUENCE OF EVENIS
Sqdn departed NDF for pick-up of 794 RF Compeny

Picked up 794 RF Compeny

Units crossed LD with 791. mounted on C Troop vehicles

Doployed ct phase line into cascult sweep formction

4 Troop mede contact with LP boobytrops cnd VC; 794 RPF Co diamcunts
Lighthorse e;ananta errived on stction; screened zlong gulley
c:roopmvaaﬁomtho southarn to the northern flank to block
Dustoff of 4 Troop WI. complotoed

Initial contact broken

& totcl of 4 VC wero K1.; 6VC, IRPG, 1x60mm porter, cad severcl
LX-47 rifles weore capturoed

‘Dustoff for one US WIL (slightly wounded by booby trops)

4 Trocp kills another VC end copiures the assistont pletoon lecder

piea to his comrcdes

~ Lssistont plotoon leeder usod in ISYOPS |T:11copter to doliver diroct

C Troop ccptured 2 VC (cne vouniodbyﬁr‘te), emd cne LK-~47 rifle

Tornincted operation; displeoed farwerd MLFs; emi rquestcd right
anbushes 1n the area

DOWNCRADED AT 3 VAR N(_RVALS;
SOCIASSIFED AFTER 52 TRARS.
900 IR 524K
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INCLOSURE 3 ARBA MAPs 13 100,000

40

HIGHWAY

LTL 1A
HICHA'Y
U 13
HOA LOI 2
C65 BASB CAMP
RP Ce
AMBUSHES

PHU CONG BY-PASS

inel 3 to Incl 1 to Incl 2
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Inelonura 4 Sketch Map 1
0900 contact

A TROOP
ACAVS

y CONTACT

2 TRO OP :
ACAVS AND /7
SQUADRON

co

LIGHTHORSE AUNTZR-
LLSR AND C&C LOH

1 -
Incl & to Incl 1 to Incl 2 35
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INCLOSURR 4 Sketch Map %
0930 seal
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INCLOSURS 4 Sketch Map %3
1030 ~ 1130 Pursuit

¢ TROUP
BP Co

A TROOP

JGHTBORSB HMTIR-KILLER

? (RsBEL 21)
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Inclosure § ' nacomlmmnons

1. ¥hen operating -in populated ar:eas, commanders must be able to ob-
tain, evaluate and use all intelligence from local GVN/ARVN sources.
Good intelligsnce was the key to this operation.

2. Joint operations with ARWN or }/PP troops should always be consid-
ered. These operations increase the force density available and give
RVN military units valuable training. In saddition careful joint co-
ordination and planning will asaistl the comande_rs in gathering intel-
ligence withoul making their intentions knoim to the cnewy.

3. The mobility of armored units is often limited by terrain and weather.

In the rainy senson, a careful recohnaigsance must be made to determinod

gxnctly what ground can be used; we}ighing these limitations, commanders

should sugment such unita with enocugh ground troops to insure the accom-
Jshment ,of the mission,

+ , Whenover possidle, blocking forcea should be positioned near terrain
.e‘htures, such aas streams or open f&elds, which naturally hinder hidden

r rapid onemy withdrawals. The initial blocking eloment should corsist
of a Runter-Kidler Tvam. The toam should be backed up bty on equally
mobile, strong force such as the 1at Division's Lighthorse Team or the 1=4
Cav lero Rifle Platoon.

5. Massed cavalry troops assiated by aserial gunships can produce a tre—
mendous shock effect., Such an offect 1s desirable, but can only de
achieved if the operation is bused on hard intelligence, is carefully
planned, and is rapidly executed. In this operation, the psychologicecl
shock of tho cisault accounts for the unusual percentsge f enemy who

surrendered, |
|

6. The use of 90mm cexnister assault fires to clear boobytrapped arcas
is highly succossful, Boodbytrap wirea were found dlown away and smaller
beobytraps wers crushed under the tracks without any damagoe, Cannister
also clears tunnel and bunker sntrances, brush, bamboo, and keeps cneny
hends down, ;

7. The iwmediate availability of IPW teams and special FSYUPS helicopters

moke it possidle to gain and exploit tactical intelligence from cnemy pris-
leners. Such information furnishes direction for further sweeps while pris-

Lnurs broadcast Chieu Hoi meassages over the irmediate srea.

i .
8. Modile armorod units make the best use of mobile support units. In
this operation, the 1-4 Cav effectively ussd Division air asscts for re-
connaisaance, 8o blocking forces, and for control. The supperting forcos
responded quickly to the rapidly daveloping situation and prevente’ the
onexy's escapc, The Lighthorse Team with ore command and control heli-
copter, onc P:SYOPS ship, and two 1ift shipe, was an invaluable part of
this operntion. ;

1

1
9. 1In joint operations, a ¢olocated US/RVN CP is ucu . lly necass ry for
snooth control., The need is also spparent in armored oporations where
quick reactions arc noecessary to exploit any given situation. In this
operation the Squadron Comsander was able to communicate diruvetly with
the RF comprny commandey who vas nguntad on the Squadron Corrmander’s
track. !

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR IITERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTTR 12 YEARS.
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' THE TARGET DESTRUCTION SECTION
Headquarters, lst Infantry Division
APO 96345

GENERAL

The lst Infantry Division operates in a general area 36 miles east to
west sand 24 miles north to south above the city of Saigon (see map, Annex
C). There are no established front lines and the enemy is deployed through-
out the division's entire Tactical Area of Interest (TAOI). The key to
locating the enemy is accurate and timely intelligence. But intelligence
itself is not a target - it is only information. A target is the final
product of the skillful collection, analysis and evaluation of available data.
These time-honored precepts have again proved themselves in Vietnam. Due
to the incresased number of intelligence and response assets now available,
key organizational changes have been made in the Big Red One to insure that
these precepts are being efficiently applied.

BACKGROUND

In August 1969, Major General A.E. Milloy assumed command of the 1st
Infantry Division and recognized that more efficlent methods were needed
to bring together the division's intelligence and response assets. He
noted that small unit contacts, sensor activaticns, and SLAR, SPAR, Red
Haze and Bloodhound reports were rot being followed up systematically.
Often probable targets were passed to brigade for clearance, and then to
artillery for automatic engagement. There was no further analysfis -nd
insufficient attention was paid to the time lapse between reception of the
data and engagement. :

MC Milloy directed that an intelligence and response center be formed
that would have instant access to all current combat assets. Within such
sn organization it would be possible to centralize the analysis of all
fncoming data and, at the same time, have the widest chofce of possible
responses. Thus the Target Destruction Section was born.

M1SSION

The mission of the Big Red One Target Destruction Section (TDS) is to
monitor and analyse all current intelligence. Based on this intelligence,
the TDS fnsures that the division's most effective combat assets are quickly
focused on immediate or fleating targets. The TDS receives target informa-
tion, analyzes it and recommends a response to GC3 Operations. The main
emphasis is on speed - the speed with vhich an effective, measured responsc
can be placed on enemy targets.

CONFIDENTIAL DOWMGRADED AT 3 YEAR MITERVALS;

3 DECLASSIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
9 DCO MR 520800



~During this process, possible targets ars designated. When a target is
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TDS ORGANIZATION

The TDS is a consolidation of axisting TOE positions and assets from the
Division Artillery S2, the Division Fire Support Element (FSE), the Military
Intelligence Detachment and the Sensor Platoon. The TDS is located in the
Division Tactical Operations Center (DTOC) and is supervised by the division
Assistant Fire Support Coordinator. Operations are handled by two, 12-hour

shift teams. Each team is headed by an Officer-in-Charge (0IC) assisted by - B

two Target Analysts and a Recorder. In addition, an enlisted sensor special-
ist monitors the division sensor stations which operate daily from 1800 to
0500. ’ .

TDS INTELLIGENCE INPUTS

The TDS receives inputs from many sources. Most important are the spot
reports from the G3 and G2 Operations sections. Through these sections, the
intelligence from all the maneuver units in the division 1s available to
the TDS as soon as it is received at the division TOC. Often this is a
matter of seconds. Agent reports from the division Counter Intelligence
Section flow into the TDS. Additional information is received from G2 Air
through visual air reconnaissance, SLAR, Red Haze and Bloodhound reports.
The 5th ARVN Infantry Division and Binh Duong Province, hoth of whose
boundaries are generally within the lst Infantry Divi_. .'s TAOI, also
provide valuable inputs.

The TDS rcceives radar and sensor readings. The section has direct
radio communications with all TPS-25 radsrs in the A0 and indirect communi-
cations with all PPS-5 radars through divisional artillery battalions. All
TPS-25 radar sightings are transmitted directly to the TDS as they occur.
In addition, the sensor specialist records the readings and classified them
according to intensity of activation.

TARGET ANALYS1S

Rapidly recording, organizing and analyzing the vast amount of inth i-
gence dats is & demanding task vhich requires experienced personnel. Th
Target Development Officer, assisted by the Recorder and two Target Analysts,
is charged with this job. Intelligence inputs, whatever their source, d#d

quickly recorded; analysed and corrslared with other intelligence data.

T N B

identified, a decision is made in conjunction with the G3 Operations
Officer as to how ths target will be trested. In some cases the result-
ing action may only involve posting the data and continuing to monitor the
target area. More often, there will be a recommendation to employ gun-
ships, artiilery or troops against the target. The inclusion of a PSYOP
missfion {s always considered. 1In fact, the recommended response could be
a combination of any of the capabilities noted here.

© CONFIDENTIAL
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RESPONSE

The rapid ability to collect and analyze data must be matched with an
equal ability to respond to that data. This is another reason why the TDS
is located in the Division TOC. Using the radios of the Fire Support Ele-
ment and G3 Operations, the TDS can communicate with all maneuver units
and all artillery battalions in the AO. Fire clearances and fire missions
can be obtained quickly. In addition, there are land lines to the 5th
ARVN Division TOC, and the FSE of II Field Force, the lst Cavalry Division
(AM) and the 25th Infantry Division.

THE TDS IN ACTION

. From 24 August 1969, when the TDS commenced operations, to 10 December,
tha Section has assisted in 170 confirmed kills. The most notable successes
have been along the Saigen River and the Razorback mountain area north of
the Michelin Rubber Plantation (see Map, Annex C).

On the night of 21 September, the TPS-25 Radar at Fire Support Base
Tennessee (XT583333) detected movement along the Saigon River just south
of Ben Chua (vic XT5636). At 0015, 22 September, river patrol craft of
the 571st Riverine Division moved north to investigate and found 25-30
enemy attempting to cross the river vic XT559350. The patrol boats engaged
the enemy before they had a chance to respond. A search of the water
turned up 25 enemy KIA, 14 backpacks and one AK47 xifle (see Battle Map,
Annex D, point "A").

On the night of 16-17 October, strong readouts were noted from a sensor
field placed on the centra! Razorback (vic XT5055). The information was
relayed from the monitoring station on Nui Ba Den (the Black Virgin Mountain,
XT2858) to the lst Infantry Division TDS. The sensor readings developed a
pattern of movement, and artillery and Night Hawk aircraft were quickly
directed into the target area. The results were 21 enemy KIA over a three-
hour period (vic XT571575, 535575, 490607 and 480575; see Annex D, point
an) . ' : '

Cn 19 October, D Battery, 1-5th Artillery, fired on a radar sighting in
the Trapezoid vic XT6233. Eight days later a mechanized infantry company
(B/2-2), operating in the general vicinity of the sighting, discovered seven
enemy soliders killed by artillery fire (Annex D, point "C"),

Another significant action began with a series of sensor sctivations and
radar sightings along the Saigon River on 23 October. The readings were
quickly followed up by river patrol craft and Night Hawk gunships. This
combination of all four assets resulted in a total of 10 enemy KIA in two
d.fferant locations (vic XT634320 and XT590351, see Aniex D, point "Du),

The success of the TDS is due to its ability to collect, anaiyze and
direct a response with professional speed. It makes a more efficient use

CONFIGENTIAL
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of both intellignece and division combat resources. During its period of
operation, the TDS has established and perfected a number of operational
techniques which have paid off handsomely. These are listed at Annex E,
Despite the enemy's attempts to escape the pressure of the Big Red Gne by
operating in smaller units, the division's ability to engage the eneny

has not fallen. Assisted by the Target Destruction Section, the 1lst Infan-
try Division has been able to accomplish its missions more effectively.
With continued perfection and refinement, the TDS will play a significant
part in the Big Red One's future.

6 Annexes

A. TDS Diagram

B. Glossary

C. 1st Inf Div Map
D. Battle Map

E. Lessons Learned
F. Photographs
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Annex B: GLOSSARY

1. Bloodhound ("People Sniffer"): Helicopter equipped with chemical person-
nel detection devices. ‘ ' ’

2. FSE (Fire Support Element): The Division Artillery Commander's coordi-
nating element for all fire support (supervised by the Fire Support Coordi-
nator) and a special advisor to the Commanding General.

3. Hunter Killer Team (HKT): Team of one light observation helicopter and
one AHIG "Cobra" gunship.

4, 1&I: 1Intelligence and Interdiction (referring to artillery fire).
5. Light Fire Team (LFT): Team of two helicopter gunships.

6. Lighthorse: Air Cav element consisting of one Command and Control
helicopter, 2-3 utility helicopters, and Hunter Killer Teams.

7. Night Hawk: Helicopter with two miniguns, two starlight scopes and two

" gearchlights.

8. PBR: Riverine Patrol Boats, operated by the Navy.
9. Red Haze: The use of infrared imagery technique to detect targets.
10. Sensors: Sensor activations are classified as light, less than a squad;
medium, a squad; and heavy, more than a squad. The various types of sensors
are:

a. MINISID - Seismic, hand implanted, activated by ground vibrations.

b. PIRID - Infrared, activated by temperature changes.

c. ADSID - Seismic, air deployable, activated by ground vibrations.

d. 1ID - Infrared Intrusion Levice, activated By the 1ntefrruption of
infrared beam.

e. ACOUBOUY - Acoustic, activated by ground vibrations.

f. HELSOID - Seismic, helicopter implanted, activated by ground activa-
tions.

8. MAGCID - Magnetic, activated by moving metal.

11. Shadov:. USAF C-119 with four miniguns, night obgervation device, search-
light and flares.

CONFIDENTIAL
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12.
13.
14.

15.

of combat staff sections and division communications.

16.

17.

location based on current intelligence.

VR: Visual (Aerial) Reconnaissance.

CONFIDENTIAL

Sky Spot: Nighttime, high altitude airstrikes guided by radar.
SLAR: Side-looking Airborne Radar.

TDS: Target Destruction Section.

(D)TOC: (Division) Tactical Operations Center, the centralized location

\;'
Yellow Jacket: Code na;e for a possihl"tnemy headquarters element

CONFIDENTIAL
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Apnex C 15t infantry Diviei a Yap
Refersnce: See ITI Corpes Tactical Zune

Special Map, 1:250,720

CAMBODIA
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WAR ZONE
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WAR ZONE *D"

_ _ MICHELI , PHUOC VINH

DONC NAI RIVER

4b BECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
CONFIDENTIAL 50D DR 526010




CONFIDERTIAL

Annex D BATTLE MAP
References Map 1:100,000, VN Series L1607, Sheet 6231
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Annex Et1 LESSONS LEARNED

1, Sensors should be employed in groups for maximum effectiveness, Vell

rlaced sensor "flelds™ will aiso indicate direction znd speed of movement,
naking it possihla to allow for the time differsncse betueen activation and
responss.

2, From Chieu Hoi and, P¥ interrogations it has been determined that the enemy
moves at & rate of 250-300 metsrs per five minutes. Thus, even if no direc-
tion of movament can be establishsd from msensor activatlions, llkely avenues
of movemsnt can often be determined, Taking the response time into consider-
atlon, s targst can be sffectivsly engaged,

3. If no definite movement pmtterns can be ascertained, artillery should fire
two C Zone and sweeps by battery (i.e,, sheaths 200 m left, right, above and
belowx the Bsmsor grid),

4, The TDS uses Night.Hawkon most lucrative targets., When radar sightings
are involved, this radar cgn be used ts dring the Night Hawk om the targst
quickly and accurately, By virtue of its night observation devices, the
Night Hawk can give a quick assessrent of the results,

5. Continued studies of sensor amd radar reporis should be nagfle and corre-
lated with othsr intslligence data. Once snemy movement patterns are estab-
lished, recommsndatlions should be made on the placement of night ambush sites.

6, Artillery should not automatically sengage SLAR and Red Haze readouts,
Inatead, the TDS should review and analywe this intelligence and submit
reconmended target areas based on the intalligence pituation and enemy movement
patterns,

7. The IDS should reviex rzdar flslds each night, From these studies, radar
operators mhould be given specific arsas eor grids to scan,

8. Both Radar and WP rounds can be used to orient night aircraft amd direct
them on targeiz= or target areas,

9. Sensor sctivatisns shouvld be verified by radar whenever possible.

10, The sntirm area of opsrations nust be 3ystematically =tudied. In the
1at Infantry Divimion, the TDS hms hroken ths Divimion AOQ into 100 square
kilemeter blocks; each TDS shift makes s complets analysis of at least

txo of these blecks daily, In this way, an entire intslligence re-evalas-
tion of ths division AQ im zads evary week,

43 s%a B2 520010
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Annex F: PHOTOGRAPHS

1, TDS Sensor Monitor points out 2 new activation,
2. HRadar mighting is followed up in the TDS,

3. Navy Patrol Boats search the Saigon River, ready io respond to any intelligence
targets, ‘

4, Day and night, let Infantry Division gunchipe stand by for target information,
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"Lessons Learned: The "Shotgun" Technicue of Area Saturation (U)"

1. (U) Purposet Thie tralning note introduces a new technique of small unit
employnent developed by LTC Thomas B, Finley, Commanding Officer, 1-18 Infantry,

2, (C) Background: The “Shotgun" technique Jeveloped by LTC Finley is tallored

to a situation where it is possible for friendly infantry to operate at squad

level due to greatly reduced enemy activity. This type of'operation is especial-.

1y useful in relatively pacified areas where groups of four to 8ix enemy &ol-

diers are attempting resupply or liaison operations. ¥hen this 1s the case,
the infantry company can "dominate” a larger area more effectively by opera-
ing in squad-size elements,

3, (C) Concept of Operationt a. The company is broken down into 12 ambush
eans (four per platoon) of about six men each. The company CF group and any

" supporting elements constitute the 13th teanm, The company commander retains

direct control over all of hies subordinate elements.

b. A known area of enemy movement is chosen for the company A0, This may
be a trall network in the vicinity ef a village or hamlet, or any other &cea
through which the enemy la known to Zu. s, The area should be within the fan
of supporting artillery.

c., Aerial photos ard trail overlays are prepared, After taking into
consideration all available intelligence data, 13 ambueh locations and 13 LZ
are selected. 'Whenever possible, each LZ should be 50-100 meters from 1its
matching ambush location. The ambush locations should be: approximately 100G
meters apart; close enough =0 that one unit can reinforce another, but far
enouzh away so that one ambush does not interfere or block the fires of
another., Possible directions of eneny move :ent,” routes of reinforcement and
the poseibility of artiliery support should also be considered, Inclosure
1 contains a shhematic diagram of the ambush gystem utilized by A Compeny,
1-18 Infantry. :

d. The concept was first implemented by A/1-18 in early November 1969.
After the above procedures were carried duty the coipeny coaander angicned
anbush sites to each of his platoon leaslers., Lach ambush tea: was given an
overlay and an aerial phoio of their ambush and LZ s=ites, -With these items
and the ume of a sand table, the team members were familiarized with their
future area of operations. 1In addition, the teams were briefed extensively
on procedural matters and the importance of camouflage and concealment,

4, (C) Teanm Organizationi Each platoon forned: four teams, Two teams had
one machine gun each; one carried a 90mm R} with AP rounds; and the fourth
contained the platoon CP, The 13th team was made up on an eight-man company
HQ group and two six-man 8lmm mortar teams, for a tolal of 20 persorinel.
Each team carried a.radio, and one man in each group was given supplementary
medical training and extra medical supplies. Since the company intended to
operate in the field for three consecutive days without resupply, each man

. carried a three-day supply of C-rations and each team carried one five-

gallon water can, In addition, each man carried two claymores, LAW, extra
hand grenades and ammunition. The mortar teans carried two 8lmm tubes,
50 illumination and 20 HE rounds,
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c. Additional water supplies were obtalned by collecting rain water in
ponchos. In the coming'dry months, an additlonal five gellons per team wilt
hiave to be carried.

d. Helicopter pillois are not famlliar with this nethod of cperation and
a thorough dbriefing must be coordinated as early as possible.

d. In addition to denying access to the enemy, the operation places great
responsibility upon the =small unit leader and has resulted in ideniifying the
strong as well as the weak leaders within the .companies. It also incresases
self-confidence and helpe train the individual soldier in-patrol, ambush and
search techniques through practical experilences. Morale has risen as the
small unit self-confidence builds.

1 Inecl
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1at Inf Div Cir 525-19

‘ DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters, 1st Infantry Divieion
AV 96345

\':'“" vy AR .
NUMBER 525-19 15 December 1969
(Expires 1 December 1970)
MILITARY OPERATIOHg

Alr Asgault Ambush Flights

1. PURPOSE: This circular explains the technique° of conducting the air
assault ambush flight, .

2, APPLICABILITY: The techniques and tactics described below apply to all
areas within the ist IAfantry Uivigion TAOR, However, the circumstances
which lead to a decision to conduct alr assault ambush flight operations are
more likely to prevail in thoee areas where the enemy can easlly conceal
unlts,

3, GENERAL: a, Air assault ambush flights are conducted by one or more
rifle companies, Operations may be conducted using either one-half of an
asgault helicopter company or the entire company. They are designed to place
a loose cordon around an area of known or suspected enemy occupation while
concurrently inducing him to attempt to evacuate the area.

b. Air assault ambush flights are conducted in three phases:

(1) Pnase I: Insertion of squad/sectioﬁ size ambushes along avenues of
ogress from selected area of enemy occupation,

(2) Phase II: Insertion of a platoon or company size stirring force
into or near the center of the area in an effort to force the enemy to fight
or evacuate the area along the avenues of egress. FPhase II proceeds as if 1t
were a major assault. Normal artillery and Tac air preparatory fires are
used, :

(3) Phase III: Extraction of the stirfing force from the center of the
area and inserting it near one of the cordon ambushes along an avenue of
egress, Phase III takee place only if no contact 1s made during Phase I or
II, In this event, the cordon ambushes remain in place overnight, and the
atirring force becomes the reaction force for these elements.

4, TECHNIQUES: a. Air assault ambush flight operatiéons begin wit} selection
of an area, not to exceed three km in diareter, which 1ntelligence indicates
containz an enemy element (see Appendix A). The area Bhould have multible
avenues of egress along each of which there must be at least one LZ which

can scconmodats one 1ift bhip.
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b. A maximum of 8ix squad or section size arnbushes is inserted along .
these avenues to form 2 loose cordon around the area. JYeceptive false inser-
tions may be made in each case and artillery/Téc air/heliccpter gunship pre-
paratory fires may or may not be used,

c. If contact develops at any of the cordon insertion points, the origi-
nal miesion may be altered and forces added to exploit the contact.

d.. Upon insertion, the cordon ambusgh elements move from the LZ to their
ambush positions. Mechanical ambushes will be placed around each cordon
ambush position, These units will remain in position awaiting movement of
the enemy, which will be stimulated by the insertion of the stirring forces.

e. The stirring force will insert with the primary mission of creating
the impreseion of a unit which ig inserted to conduct major ground reconnais-
sance operations in the area, In reality, all it will do is insert, follow-
ing heavy prepsratory fire, and conduct clover leaf patrols around its LZ,

f. Should t- enemy in the area elect to rerain and not immediately
evacuate along the =venues of escape, the cordon ambushes will remain in
position overnight, There is always a possibiiity that the enemy within the
area will make his move under the c¢over of darkness, pariicularly when
encouraged by well placed supporting fires, For thi:c purpose, the stirring
force will be moved to a position outside, but adjacent to, the cordon, from
which it can most readily react to a contact at one cf the cordon anmbush
sites,

5;4 PLANNING AND INTELLIGENCE: a, Timely response to fresh intelligence 1is
the key to successful air asgsault ambush flight operaticns,

b. The succees of the operation deperds heavily upon the amount of
pre-nission planning acconplished. In addition to subtle but thorough aer-
ial reronnaissance, extensive rehearsals should be conducted for all phases
of the operation. Artillery defensive concentrations for each ambush posi-
tios should be registered and confirmed during a 48 hour period prior to the
actual insertion. Tying these registrations to the intelligence and inter-

- -~ diction program by firing random deception rounds will maintain secrecy.

Among the more important facets of preparation is tae final pre-mission
inspection of the cordon ambush elements, If a cordon ambush fails because
of incomplete preparation, the expenditures of aerial resources, combat power

¥
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and time have bosen wasted,
(AVDB-T-D)

FOR THE COMMANDER;

OFFICIAL: A.G. HUME
Colonel, GS

Chief of Staff

1 Appendix
A - Air Asesault Ambush Diagram

DISTRIBUTION:
200-G3 Tng

20-CO, 17th MH Det
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